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HONI SOIT QVI MAL Y PENSE
DIEV ET MON DROIT.


❧ By the King.
¶ A Proclamation for the eſtabliſhing of the Peace and Quiet of the Church of England.
[Page]
THe Kings moſt Excellent Maieſty, in His moſt religious care, and Princely conſideration, of the Peace of this Church & Common wealth of England, and other his Dominions, whereof God of his goodnes hath, vnder his Sonne Chriſt Ieſus, made him the ſupreame Gouernour, obſeruing, that in all ages great diſturbances, both to Church and State, haue enſued out of ſmall beginnings, when the ſeedes of Contention were not timely preuented; and finding▪ that of late ſome Queſtions and Opinions ſeeme to haue been broched or raiſed in matters of Doctrine, and the Tenents of our Religion, which at firſt onely being meant againſt the Papiſts, but afterwards by the ſharpe and indiſcreete handling and main­taining of ſome of either parts, haue giuen much offence to the ſober and well grounded Rea­ders, and Hearers of theſe late written Bookes on both ſides, which may iuſtly be feared, will raiſe ſome hopes in the profeſſed enemies of our Religion, the Romiſh Catholikes, that by de­grees, the profeſſours of our Religion may bee drawen firſt to Schiſme and after to plaine Popery.
His Maieſtie therefore, in the integrity of His owne heart, and ſingular prouidence of the peaceable gouernment of that people, which God hath committed to His charge, hath thought fit, by the aduice of His reuerend Biſhops, to declare and publiſh, not onely to His owne people, but alſo to the whole world, His vtter diſlike to all thoſe, who to ſhew the ſubtilty of their wits, or to pleaſe their owne humours, or vent their owne paſſions, doe, or ſhall aduenture to ſtirre or moue any new Opinions, not only contrary, but differing from the ſound and Ortho­doxall grounds of the true Religion, ſincerely profeſſed, and happily eſtabliſhed in the Church of England; And alſo to declare His full and conſtant reſolution, that neither in matter of Doctrine, or Diſcipline of the Church, nor in the gouernment of the State, he will admit of the leaſt innouation, but by Gods aſſiſtance will ſo guide the Scepter of theſe His Kingdomes and Dominions, by the Diuine prouidence put into his hand, as ſhall be for the comfort and aſſu­rance of His ſober, religious and well affected Subiects, and for the repreſſing and ſeuere pu­niſhing of the inſolencies of ſuch, as out of any ſiniſter reſpects, or diſaffection to his Perſon or Gouernment, ſhall dare either in Church or State, to diſturbe or diſquiet the peace thereof.
And therefore his moſt excellent Maieſtie, doth heereby admoniſh, and alſo ſtraitly charge and command all his ſubiects of this Realme, and of his Realme of Ireland, of whatſoeuer degree, qualitie, or condition they be of, eſpecially thoſe who are Church-men, and by their Profeſſion and places, ought to be Lights and Guides to others, that from hencefoorth they cary themſelues ſo wiſely, warily, and conſcionably, that neither by Writing, Preaching, Printing, Conferences, or otherwiſe, they raiſe any doubts, or publiſh, or maintaine any new inuentions, or opinions concerning Religion, then ſuch as are clearly grounded, and warran­ted by the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of England, heretofore publiſhed, and happily eſtabliſhed by authoritie. And if any perſon, of what degree ſoeuer, ſhall at any time hereaf­ter, aduenture to breake this Rule of ſobrietie, and due obedience to his Maieſtie, and his Lawes, and to this religious duetie to the Church of God; His Maieſtie doth hereby ſtrait­ly charge, and command all his reuerend Archbiſhops and Biſhops in their ſeuerall Dio­ceſſes, ſpeedily to reclaime and repreſſe all ſuch ſpirits, as ſhall in the leaſt degree attempt to violate this bond of peace. And his Maieſtie doth alſo charge and command all his Counſel­lors of State, Iudges, Iuſtices and miniſters of Iuſtice whatſoeuer, that they in their ſeue­rall places take eſpeciall care, to obſerue and execute his Maieſties pious and Royall pleaſure herein expreſſed.
And laſtly, his Maieſtie doth hereby giue aſſurance to all whom it may concerne, that ſuch as ſhall take the boldneſſe wilfully to neglect this his Maieſties gracious admonition, and for the ſatiſfying of their vnquiet and reſtleſſe ſpirits, or to expreſſe their raſh or vndutifull in­ſolencies, ſhall wilfully breake that circle of Order, which without apparant danger to Church and State, may not bee broken; That his Maieſtie ſhall and will proceed againſt all ſuch offendors, and wilfull contemners of his gracious and Religious gouernment, with that ſeueritie, as vpon due conſideration had of the qualitie of their offences and contempts they ſhall deſerue, that ſo by the exemplary puniſhment of ſome few, who by lenitie and mercy can­not be wonne, all others may be warned, and take heed, how they fall into the iuſt indignati­on of their Soueraigne; and that all his Maieſties good and louing ſubiects, who are ſtudi­ous of the peace and proſperitie of this Church and Common wealth, may bleſſe God, for his Maieſties pious, religious, wiſe, iuſt, and gracious gouernment.
Giuen at Our Palace of White-Hall, the 14. of Iune, in the ſecond yeere of Our Reigne of Great Britaine, France and Ireland.

God ſaue the King.
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¶ Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton and Iohn Bill, Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. M.DC.XXVI.
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