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Edinburgh, the ſixteenth day of February, one thouſand ſix hundred and ſeventy one.
 CHARLES, by the Grace of GOD, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith;
 To  [...] Macers, or Meſſengers at Armes, Our Sheriffs in that part conjunctly and ſeverally ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting.

Foraſmuch as, albeit by the Laws and Acts of Parliament made concerning ſeditious and ſcandalous Libels, Speeches and Writings, againſt the King for the time, His Perſon and Government; the uttering, writing, venting and diſperſing, hearing, having, concealing and not revealing the ſame, are ſtraitly prohibite, and the contraveeners Ordained to be puniſhed with the pain of death, and the other pains therein contained. Notwithſtanding whereof, there being a moſt wicked and ſeditious Pamphlet, Entituled, Jus Populi vindicatum, &c. lately printed and diſperſed, containing and aſſerting pernicious and treaſonable principles, and falſe and ſcandalous aſperſions and reflections upon Our Perſon and Government, and the Authority and Proceedings of Our Parliament and Council, and juſtifying and vindicating the late Rebellion in the Weſt, and ſtirring up Our People and Subjects to the like practices, and containing other matters of dangerous nature and conſequence; which upon examination, is found to be a moſt ſeditious and ſcandalous Pamphlet and Libel, containing pernicious and damnable principles of Treaſon and Rebellion againſt Vs and all ſupreme Magiſtrates, and the rights of Monarchy itſelf, to the great hazard of Our Perſon and Government, and to the great reproach and ſcandal of the Nation and the Reformed Religion, if the poiſon of ſo horrid and deteſtable principles ſhould be ſuffered to be vented and diffuſed, by theſe who pretend to be of the ſame. Wherefore, We, with advice of the Lords of Our Privy Council, Do Ordain, That upon the twenty two day of February inſtant, the ſaid Pamphlet be publickly burnt in the high-ſtreet of Edinburgh, near to the Mercat-croſſe thereof, by the hand of the Hangman: And do hereby diſcharge the importing, printing, having, venting, diſperſing, or concealing of that Book, or any other Books of that nature, or of the Authors and Diſperſers thereof; and Ordain the Acts of Parliament to be put in execution againſt all perſons whatſoever that are guilty, or have had, or ſhall have any acceſsion to the writing, printing, importing or diſperſing of the ſaid Book, or any other Book of that nature: And hereby Require and Command all perſons, who have or ſhall have any of theſe Books, reſiding beſouth the water of Tay, to bring in and deliver the ſame to the Clerks of Council, or any of them, betwixt and the ſixteenth day of March next; and benorth the ſaid Water, betwixt and the laſt day of the ſaid Moneth: With certification, that if thereafter any perſon of whatſoever degree, quality or ſex they ſhall be of, ſhall have any of the ſaids Books in their cuſtody or poſſeſsion, that they ſhall be fined in the ſum of the thouſand pounds Scots, to be exacted without any favour or defaul [...]ation, without prejudice of the other pains contained in the Acts of Parliament; And Ordains all perſons who knows, or who ſhall know the Authors, Importers, Printers, Diſperſers, or any of them, that they immediately reveal them upon their utmoſt peril. And for the better diſcovery of theſe who are or ſhall be guilty of the premiſſes, and for encouraging others to do their duty in that behalf, We do hereby aſſure and promiſe to theſe who ſhall diſcover any that art, or ſhall be guilty of ſelling or diſperſing the foreſaid Book, or any other Books of that nature, ſo as they may be apprehended, ſhall have payed to them the ſum of fifty pounds Sterling; and theſe who ſhall ſo diſcover the Authors or Importers thereof, ſhall have one hundred pounds Sterling; and if the diſcoverers be guilty themſelves, they ſhall have impunity granted to themſelves, by and attour the ſaid Reward, upon their diſcovery of any others guilty thereof. And Ordains the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh to ſee this Act put in execution; And that the ſame be printed and publiſhed, that none pretend ignorance.
Al. Gibſon, Cl. Sti Concilii.
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