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WHereas many of thoſe lately in Arms againſt the Peace and Quiet of this Nation, being fled beyond the Seas becauſe of the many Victories and good Succeſſes which GOD hath given to the Forces of this Commonwealth againſt the Com­mon Enemy, which rendred it unſafe for them to remain therein; And it having been found that ſome of them are already returned, and it being beleeved that others, diſ-affected to the Peace and Welfare of this Country, are likely to return there-into, upon pretence of knowing no Order to the contrary: The Council conſidering, that the con­fluence of ſuch diſ-affected perſons hither might be of dangerous conſequence to this Nation; And to the end that no Perſon may pretend ignorance thereof, do hereby Order and Declare;
I. That no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, now beyond the Seas out of this Common­wealth, who are not Commanders or Maſters of any Ships, or other Veſſels, or properly be­longing to any Ships Company, aſwell of this Commonwealth, as in Amity with it (for all which Companies, the ſaid reſpective Commanders or Maſters of Ships, or Veſſels, will be anſwerable) ſhall, after the Twentieth of January next, preſume to come from any place beyond the Seas, not in the power of this Commonwealth, into Scotland without Licence in that be­half from his Highneſs the Lord Protector or his Council, or from his Highneſs Council in Scotland, or the Commander in  [...] of Ireland, or the Commander in Chief of his Highneſs Forces there, or his Highneſs Council in Ireland, or the Generals of the Fleet of this Commonwealth, or any of them, or ſuch others as are or ſhall be authorized in that behalf; as they will anſwer the contrary at their perils.
II. All ſuch as ſhall repair into Scotland from any place beyond the Sea, not belonging to this Commonwealth, after the Publication hereof, though with a Paſs between this and the Twentieth of January next, and after; and though without a Paſs between this and the Twen­tieth of January next, ſuch Perſon and Perſons reſpectively are hereby required before they come on ſhore, to ſend Intimation, as they will anſwer the contrary at their perils, of their being ar­rived, to the Governor of one of the next adjacent Garriſons, who is to ſend forthwith for the ſaid Perſon or Perſons, to ſee his or their Paſs or Paſſes, leſt they might be counterfeited; and for ſuch as have no Paſſe between this and the Twentieth of January next, to receive Informa­tion of the cauſe of their coming into this Nation, of their buſineſs here, and of the time of their intended continuance in this Country; In all which, if the ſaid Governor receive full ſatisfa­ction, he is then to permit the ſaid Perſon or Perſons to paſs about his or their lawful affairs; But if upon ſuch examination the ſaid Governor hath cauſe to ſuſpect the ſaid Perſon or Per­ſons, He is deſired and authorized to ſecure him or them, and forthwith to intimate the Grounds of his ſaid Diſ-ſatisfaction unto the Council, who will give ſpeedy Order therein; till which Order be received by the ſaid Governor, he is deſired and authorized to keep the ſaid Perſon and Perſons in ſafe cuſtody.
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III. That no Commander or Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel, ſhall from or after the Twen­tieth of January next, bring any Perſon, or receive aboard his Ship or Veſſel any Perſon from any place beyond the Seas, not in the power of this Commonwealth, coming for Scotland, ex­cept the Mariners belonging to the Ship or Veſſels Company (for whom the Ship Comman­der or Maſter of the Ship or Veſſel will be anſwerable) and except ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall  [...] from any of the Perſons or Authorities before mentioned, upon the pain and penalty of the loſs and forfeiture of the Ship or Ships, Veſſel or Veſſels wherein ſuch Paſſenger or Paſſengers ſhall come, and of Impriſonment during the Councils pleaſure, and ſuch further puniſhment as their contempt of this Declaration ſhall demerit.
4. And the Council further conſidering the Inconveniences that might ariſe to this Com­monwealth, by the going of Perſons out of Scotland beyond the Seas, if a general liberty ſhould be taken therein, whereby diſ-affected Perſons might the better purſue their wicked Deſigns againſt this Commonwealth, Do further hereby Order and Declare, That no Commander or Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel, ſhall, after the Fourth day of December next, preſume to tranſ­port or receive aboard his Ship or Veſſel, in order to his Tranſportation, any Perſon whatſo­ever (except ſuch as belong to the Ship or Veſſels Company, for whom he will be anſwerable) going for any Forreign Parts, not in the power of this Commonwealth, without Licence in that behalf from ſome one of the Perſons or Authorities before mentioned, or from the Gover­nor of Air, Aberdeen, or Dundee for the time being, upon pain of forfeiture of his Ship, and im­priſonment of his Perſon during the Councils pleaſure. And this Declaration is to continue and be of force until the Firſt of July next after the Date hereof. And for the more effectual ha­ving of theſe Orders put in execution, All Officers whatſoever belonging to the Cuſtoms in the reſpective Ports in Scotland, are hereby ſtrictly required (from and after the Publication hereof) upon the arrival of any Ship or Veſſel from any Place beyond Sea, not belonging to this Commonwealth, to repair immediatly aboard, and to acquaint the Commander or Maſter therof with the fore-mentioned Declaration, and ſtrictly to require him, to give him a Schedule of the Names of his Ships Company, for whom he is to undertake to be anſwerable, by wri­ting under his hand at the foot of the ſaid Schedule, as alſo to give due obſervance to the ſaid Declaration. And the ſaid Officers of the Cuſtoms, or one of them, at their reſpective Ports, are to require from the Commander or Maſter of every ſuch Ship or Veſſel, a Liſt of the Paſ­ſengers coming in the ſaid Ship, under his hand; which Liſt, the ſaid Commander or Maſter of ſuch Ship or Veſſel is required to deliver him or them; And alſo to enjoyn the ſaid Comman­der or Maſter of ſuch Ship or Veſſel, not to permit any ſuch Paſſengers to come on Shore until they reſpectively be ordered by Warrant from the Governor of one of the next adjacent Garri­ſons to come to him. And the ſaid Officers of the Cuſtoms, at their reſpective Ports, are fur­ther hereby required, diligently to ſearch whether any Perſon or Perſons (other than the Com­pany ſo undertaken for, belonging to the ſaid Ship or Veſſel) be come over in ſuch Ship or Veſſel, And if any ſuch be, to acquaint him or them alſo with the before-mentioned Declaration, and enjoyn his due obedience thereunto, that no perſon may pretend ignorance thereof; And alſo carefully to obſerve whether there be any breakers of the Rules ſet down by the ſaid Declarati­on, And if any ſuch ſhould be, from time to time  [...] to inform his Highneſs Council there­of, and as much as in them lyes, to prevent or hinder any Breach of the ſaid Order.
Friday, the 23. day of November, 1655. At His Highneſs Council in EDINBURGH,
 ORdered, That the above Declaration be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed, EMANUEL DOWNING, Cl. of the Councill.
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EDINBƲRGH, Printed by Christopher Higgins, in Harts-Cloſe, over againſt the Trone-Church, 1655.
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