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For the Right Honourable Sir Leoline Jenkins Knight His Majeſties Principal Secretary of State at Whitehall.
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I Gave your Honour the laſt Friday the trouble of a few Lines, in which I told you, that I had buſineſs of Importance with the King and Councel; your anſwer was, That I muſt apply my ſelf to a Juſtice of Peace, or Courts of Juſtice: The buſineſs I had with the Council, is a Complaint againſt Roger L'Eſtrange Eſq who in ſeveral Libels of his called the Obſervator, and other Seditious Pamphlets, hath (as I humbly conceive,) Vilified and Ridicul'd the Evidence of the Popiſh Plot, and Arraigned the Proceedings of the Govern­ment, upon the ſaid Plot; And to give himſelf a reputation in this his Illegal courſe, he pretends in one or more of thoſe his ſaid Ob­ſervators, that he hath Authority or leave from ſome of His Majeſties Miniſters for ſo doing; which I dare not believe. Your Honour knows, that His Majeſty was ſo ſenſible of the danger he was in, by reaſon of that Horrid Conſpiracy, that he did not only recommend the ſtrict examination thereof, to His Houſes of Parliament, but alſo was pleaſed to acquaint them, how unſafe he was till it was ſearched out to the bottom. Beſides this, three Faſts were Proclaimed, Appointed and kept, which the King himſelf ſtrictly kept, and com­manded all His Loving Subjects ſo to do; ſeveral have been Execu­ted; and ſeveral Parliaments have Voted, That there was an Horrid, Helliſh Popiſh Plot; Now all theſe things conſidered, I could ne­ver have imagined that any private Perſons, could have been ſo bold with the Government, as to uſe ſuch Reflections upon their Proceedings, and call in queſtion the Veracity of the Teſtimony of that Evidence, which was juſtified by His Majeſties Council, and the Parliament, and the Courts of Juſtice; I thought I ſhould ne­ver have liv'd to have ſeen the day that the Plot ſhould be call'd in queſtion, which the King had own'd in his ſeveral Proclamations; But ſince it is ſo, I muſt pray your Pardon, if I cannot apply my ſelf for Redreſs in that way and method your Honour was pleaſed to order: For I humbly conceive that it is the Government that is abuſed, and therefore in Conſcience and Honour it is bound to vin­dicate its Proceedings from ſuch Aſperſions as are caſt upon them by the ſaid L'Eſtrange and his Confederates; I would not uſe any me­thod or way to injure the worſt of my Enemies, but that the Coun­cil will take my hard uſage from the ſaid L'Eſtrange into ſerious Conſideration, and cauſe the ſaid L'Eſtrange to be Silenc'd, and Re­paration to be made me. To that end, I have in this ſent a Petition to the King and Council, which I would have preſented if I might have had the liberty to appear at Court, in which I pray for Redreſs; I hope God will put it into your hearts to do me right. In the mean time, Sir, I am
Feb. 28. 1683.
 Your Honours Humble Servant TITUS OTES.

My humble Requeſt is, that this Petition incloſed, may be preſented to the King in Council, ſo that I may be in ſome probable way of having Re­dreſs.
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SHEWETH,
THat your Petitioner according to his Duty and Allegiance which he owes, and is always bound to pay to your Majeſty and the Go­vernment Eſtabliſh'd by Law, did in the month of September, in the year 1678. Diſcover a moſt Horrid, Helliſh Popiſh Plot againſt your Majeſty and the Proteſtant Religion and Government, to the ſatisfaction of your Majeſty and the Privy Council, as appears by the ſeveral Proclama­tions iſſued out by your Majeſties Order, with the Advice of your moſt Ho­nourable Privy Council, which your Petitioner is, and will be ready to pro­duce when thereunto commanded by your Majeſty.
That your Majeſty was ſo highly ſenſible of the great danger your Perſon was in, and your Government, by reaſon of that Conſpiracy, that you were graciouſly pleaſed to proclaim ſeveral ſolemn Faſts and days of Humiliation, and did will and require your Loving Subjects to joyn in Hearty Prayers and Supplication with your Majeſty unto Almighty God for the Bleſſings of the Diſcovery, and for the farther Diſcovery thereof; and in ſeveral of your Ma­jeſties moſt gracious Speeches to your Houſes of Parliament, hath been plea­ſed to expreſs, How unſafe your Majeſty was till the ſaid Plot was ſearched to the bottom.
That ſeveral of the Conſpirators in the Plot were Apprehended, and Com­mitted, Indicted and Convicted, Attainted, and Executed upon your Peti­tioners Evidence, together with the Evidence of others, the Attainders of which Conſpirators remain (as your Petitioner believes) upon Record.
That four ſeveral Parliaments own'd the ſame Diſcovery, and paſs'd ſeveral Votes, wherein they did declare, That there was an Horrid Popiſh Plot for the Deſtruction of your Royal Perſon and your Government, and the Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion as by Law Eſtabliſhed
That Roger L'Eſtrange, whom your Petitioner hears is now a Juſtice of the Peace, (though turn'd out for ſeveral Miſdemeanors in the year 1680.) hath Defam'd and Arraign'd the Juſtice of the Nation, in Ridiculing the ſaid Popiſh Plot, and the Diſcovery and the Diſcoverers thereof, in certain Scandalous and Seditious Pamphlets of his call'd the Obſervator, and in ſeveral other Pamphlets.
That the ſaid Roger L'Eſtrange pretends in ſome of thoſe Seditious and Scandalous Pamphlets, That he is authoriz'd ſo to do by one or both your Secretaries
That the ſaid Scandalous and Seditious Pamphlet, appears to countenance Popery in your Proteſtant Government, and the Popiſh Party have been much encourag'd by the ſame, to Revile and Threaten your Petitioner; he the ſaid L'Eſtrange pretending that he had Authority for ſo doing.
That your Petitioner hath born the Scandalous Reflections and Aſperſions, upon the account of his Diſcovery of the ſaid Plot, from the ſaid L'Eſtrange this four years with Patience; and had the Scandals only touch'd your Peti­tioner, I would not have complain'd to your Majeſty and this Honourable Board; But ſince the ſaid L'Estrange Scandalouſly vilifies the ſaid Diſcovery, and calls in queſtion the Juſtice of your Government, your Petitioner there­fore thought it fit to apply himſelf to your Majeſty and this Board for Redreſs.
The Premiſſes conſider'd, your Petitioner humbly prays your Majeſty, and this Right Honourable Board, to Relieve your Petitioner, and his Evidence from the Seditious Calumnies of the ſaid Roger L'Eſtrange, and not ſuffer your Petitioner to be left, to be daily oppreſſed and deſtroy'd for thoſe Services, which your Majeſty, and Council, and Parliament, and Courts of Justice have own'd: And your Petitioner ſhall (as in duty bound) pray for your Majeſties Health, and long Life, and happy Reign, &c.
Titus Otes.
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