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FFom my ſerious and frequent conſideration of the goodneſſe of God towards man, the innumerable good things he crea­ted for his ſuſtenance & comfort; that he hath made him of ſo large a capacity as to be Lord over other creatures; ever teſtifying his love, by giving rain and fruitfull ſeaſons, fee­ding our hearts with food and gladneſſe: That he hath made him, as his own Vicegerent, to ſee all things juſtly and equal­ly done, and planted in him an ever living conſcience to mind him continually of his duty; I could not but wonder that this ſhould not be ſufficient to keep mankind in order, and the world in quiet.
But when I conſidered the infinite obligations of love and thankfulneſſe, wherewith men, as Chriſtians, are bo [...]nd unto God, and yet how extremely a­verſe all ſorts of Chriſtians were, to the eſſentiall and practicall part of Religi­on; ſo great ingratitude did quite aſtoniſh me.
And made me with much patience paſſe over the many injuries I have ſuffe­red for my own endeavours after common good; and to reſolve within my ſelf, that for any man to give good heed to the voyce of God in his own con­ſcience, and vigorouſly to appear againſt the unrighteouſneſſe of men, is cer­tainly the way to affliction and reproaches.
And hereupon, when of late I have been hunted with open mouth, and could appear in no place, but I was pointed at, and frown'd upon almoſt by every man, I was but little moved; for why ſhould I expect better meaſure then my Maker and Redeemer? And ſo with patience ſate me down, and conſidered, whence ſo many undeſerved aſperſions ſhould proceed againſt me at a time too, when I was moſt ſecure; all power being then in the hands of ſuch, from whom I had merited nothing but love and friendſhip.
I was ſure any man that had a mind to know what, or where I was, might eaſily trace me from my preſent habitation in Moor-Fields, to Newland in Wor­ceſterſhire, where I was born of no unknown or beggarly parentage, as ſome have ſuggeſted to diſparage me; but ſuch as were both generous, as the world accounts; and ingenuous too, as wiſe men judge; and to whoſe exemplary vir­tue I owe more, then for my being.
I knew an exact accompt might be taken of me, in leſſe then one daies time: and that this may gain belief, I ſhall refer the enquiry of my birth and [Page] breeding to Mr Sallaway, a Member of Parliament for the County of Worce [...]ter▪ and for my firſt eight years in London to Mr Crowder, another Member of the preſent Parliament: The truth of whoſe relation, I ſuppoſe none will doubt, and I ſhall be obliged to them, to ſatisfie as many as deſire it.
For 15 years together, after that, I dwelt in the Pariſh of Saint James, Gar­lick hill, London: Where, for all that time, any that pleaſe, may be ſatisfied; ſince which time, I have lived in Moor-Fields, where now my Wiſe and Chil­dren are; and what my demeanour there hath been, my neighbours will ſoon reſolve.
I have been married 21 years, and have had almoſt 20 Children; my pro­feſſion hath been Merchandiſing, but never was beyond the Seas; but my Bro­ther died in Flanders in my imployment, and coſ [...] me near 50 pounds, rather then he ſhould want that buriall accuſtomed to Proteſtants; which one would think might ſuffice to prove me no Jeſuite.
In all which time, I believe ſcarce any that ever knew me, will be ſo diſ-in­geruous as to ſpot me with any vice; and as little of infirmity as of any other; having never heard ill of my ſelf, untill my hopes of this Parliament encouraged me to e [...]gage in publique affairs; being then 40 years of age, 20 of which I had been a ſerious and ſtudious reader and obſerver of things neceſſary.
But then in ſhort time, I heard ſuch vile unworthy things as I abhorred, and made me bluſh to hear; and ever ſince, reproaches have purſued me, like rowling waves, one in the neck of another.
All which being groundleſſe, as my conſcience well knew, I ſoon concluded, they were deviſed purpoſely by ſome Politicians (whoſe corrupt intereſt I op­poſed) to render me odious to all ſocieties of men, and ſo to make me uſeleſſe to the Common wealth, which my long experience and obſervation told me, was a common practice in all ages.
So as to me it is evident, that corrupt intereſts are the originall of Politici­ans; for a juſt courſe of life, or intereſt, needs no crafts or policies to ſupport it: And it is as clear to me, that Politicians are the originall of reproaches, and the fountain of ſlander: for that it being impoſſible to deſend an ill cauſe by reaſon; reproaches neceſſarily muſt be deviſed, and caſt upon the oppoſers to diſcredit what they ſpeak; or it were impoſſible for any corrupt intereſt to ſtand the leaſt blaſt of a rationall oppoſition.
Moſt miſerable unhappy therfore are thoſe men, who are engaged and reſol­ved to continue in any kind of corrupt intereſt, or way of living; ſince they are thereby all their life long neceſſitated to become meer Politicians, deviſers of lies, ſlanders, falſhoods, and many times to perpetrate the moſt honeſt civi­lities that can be imagined, for ſupportation of their intereſt.
And upon this accompt I am certain, and upon no other, ſo much dirt hath been caſt upon me; for when art and ſophiſtry will not ſeem to vanquiſh truth and reaſon, aſperrion generally wil do the deed.
Which hath made diſcreet and conſiderable men to make a contrary uſe of aſperſions: For whereas the raſh, and weak, when they hear either man or Cauſe aſperſt, they preſently ſhun the men, and abhominate the cauſe upon lit­tle or no examination, as being affrighted therewith. Wiſe and diſcreet men,  [...]kilfull in the common rules and practiſes of the world, and ſo far from prejud­ging [Page] either the man or cauſe of evil; that without prejudging, or partiality, they make an exact enquiry, how things are, and determine nothing but upon good and reall ſatisfaction.
And there is good cauſe for every man ſo to do; for if all ſtories be well ſearcht into, it will be found, That unjuſt, cruel, covetous, or ambitious men, ſuch as were engaged in corrupt intereſts, or in ſome wicked deſigns, were ever the aſperſers; and honeſt, juſt and publique ſpirited men the aſperſed.
That this is a certain truth, examples need not be brought out of common hiſtories, whilſt the Scr [...]ptures abound therewith.
It was the portion both of the Prophets and Apoſtles, and of all the holy men of all times: yea, our bleſſed Saviour, who ſpent all his time on earth in doing good, was nevertheleſſe tearmed, a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publicans and ſin­ners, a Caſter out of Devils by Beelzebub the Prince of Devils. And who were they that ſo aſperſt him, but the great and learned Politicians of the times, who with the Scribes and Phariſees, ſet themſelves againſt him and his doctrines, becauſe he gave knowledge to the poor and ſimple; by which, their deluſion, pride, oppreſſion and corrupt intereſts were plainly diſcovered.
So that let no man look to eſcape aſperſions, that ſets himſelf to promote any publique good, or to remove any old or new ſetled evil; but let him reſolve, according to the good he endeavoureth, ſo ſhall his aſperſion be: Nor let him thinke, when time and his conſtant actings have worn out, one, or two, or ten aſperſions, that he is therfore free; but if he continue to mind more good, he ſhall be ſure to find new aſperſions, ſuch as he never dream'd of, or could ima­gine.
Luther oppoſeth the deluſions and oppreſſions of the Pope, and his Clergy, and the ruine of Emperours, Kings and great ones of the world, laies them all open and naked to the view of all men: and who was ever more aſperſt then he?
Cornelius Agrippa ſets forth a Treatiſe, entituled, The vanity of Arts and Sci­ences; and is reputed a Conjurer for his labour.
How falſly and vilely were our Martyrs reproached and cruelly uſed in Queen Maries daies, for oppoſing the wickedneſſe of the great ones of that time? And how unjuſtly Mr Geeenwood, Mr Penry, and Mr Barrow ſuffered in Queen Eli­zabeths daies for publiſhing unwelcome truths, is yet ſadly remembred.
Yet how odious did the Biſhops ſet forth thoſe that pretended for the Diſci­pline of Preſbyterie? all along comparing them to the Anabaptiſts of Munſter; affirming, that (whatever they pretended) they aimed to deſtroy all Magiſtra­cy and Government; to have plurality of mines, and all things common; ſay­ing any thing of them to render them odious to the people.
In like manner the Court reproached Parliaments upon their leaſt ſhew of redreſſe of grievances, or abatement of Prerogative; calling them, a factious, ſedi [...]ious, viperous brood, that intended to bring all to Anarchy, parity and con [...]uſion.
And even ſo divers Preſbyters of late have dealt with the Independents, Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, and the like; ſtiling them Heretiques, Blaſphemers, Sectaries; and compared the Army and their Leaders to Jack Cade, Wat Tyler, and John of Leydon.
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And ſo about that time dealt the Parliament with many well-minded peo­ple, that petitioned them for removall of long ſetled, and new impoſed grie­vances, tearming them factious, and ſeditious Sectaries; and burnt their juſt Petitions moſt reproach [...]ully by the common hangman.
And juſt ſo now deal ſome moſt unworthy Independents with many the pre­ſent A [...]ters of common  [...]reedom,  [...]iling them Levellers, Anti-ſcripturiſts, A­th [...]ſts; and deviſe ſuch ſcandalous, falſe aſperſions againſt them; and pulleth the ſame with ſo much bitterneſſe  [...]nd vileneſſe of expreſſion, as if they reſol­ved of all that went before them,  [...] Ra [...]ſhekah, to the unhappy daies of Mr Edwards, and his Contempo [...]ies,  [...]ne ſhould come  [...]igh them for invention, or calumniation; and that upon no cauſe, except for oppoſing the preſent cor­ruption and corrupt intereſts of the t [...]mes; wherein it ſhould ſeem, many of them are now engaged, and taking pleaſure therein, are as impatient as ever Demetrius and the Cra [...]ſ men were with Paul for preaching againſt the God­deſſe Dian [...], by making of whoſe Shrines they lived, tis like, very plen­teouſly.
And although nothing be more evident, then that Aſperſers are ever decei­vers, and aſperſe for no other end but for their own intereſt and advantage yet are not men ſufficien [...]y cautious to avoid their wiles, but are enſnared per­petually; for let a man with never ſo much diſcretion and fidelity, make known a publique grievance, or an imminent danger, and propoſe never ſo effectuall means for redreſſe and prevention, yet if one of theſe ſubtil Politicians, or their Agents, can have opportunity to buz into the ears of thoſe that are con­cerned, thou the propoſer art an Heretique, a Blaſphemer, an Atheiſt, a de [...]ier of God and Scriptures; or, which is worſe to moſt rich men, that he is a Le­veller, and would have all things common: then out upon him, away with ſuch a fellow from off the earth; better periſh then be preſerved by ſo prophane a perſon: and in the mean time, who ſo ſeemingly pious, meek and religious as the aſperſer? Whoſe councel ſo readily hearkned to as his? which yet leadeth to a certain bondage, or deſtruction, never feared till felt.
And truly but for theſe deceits in Politicians, and theſe weakneſſes in the people, it had been impoſſible but theſe times muſt neceſſarily have produced much more good to the Common wealth: and it is wounderfull to conſider, how powerfully this deluſion proves in all times; no warning or experience be­ing gua [...]d enough againſt it, though to a reaſonable judgment, no deceit be more palpable.
For generally the aſperſer is really guilty of what he unjuſtly brands another withall: So, the falſe Prophets accuſe the true of  [...]alſneſſe: In like manner, the  [...]alſe Apoſtles accuſe the true: The Scribes and Phariſees were, indeed, friends of Publicans and Sinners, reall friends of Beelzebub, as being the chief of Hypocrites: The Pope and his Clergie really guilty of all they fained againſt Luther: Emperours and Great ones of the world, cry out of perfidiouſneſſe, and breach of Oath; who have broken ſo frequently as they? or make ſo little of it when 'tis done? Thoſe who cry out againſt Community, Parity and Level­ling, in the mean time enforce all to their own wils, both Perſons, Eſtates and Conſciences, and if reſ [...]ſted, fire and ſword, halters, axes and priſons, muſt be their Executioners.
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The perſecutor is for the moſt part the moſt deſperate heretick, and thoſe that cry out ſo much againſt blaſphemy, neither regard man nor honour God, pretending Godlineſſe onely for by, and baſe reſpects: Thoſe who make ſo great a noiſe againſt Atheiſts, are they not ſuch as ſay in their hearts, there is no God? denying him in their actions and converſations, back biting, covetouſ­neſſe, pride, and uſury being no ſinnes amongſt them, men that have a meer ſpecious forme of Godlineſſe, but no power at all: Thoſe that raiſe  [...]ames of denying the Scriptures; you ſhall have them do it ſo as if they did it purpoſely to bring the Scriptures in queſtion, and write ſo in defence of them, as if they bent all their endeavours (though ſubtilly and obſcurely) to weaken the credit and belief thereof; and have the impudence to call their uncertaine, doubtfull preaching and ſermons the word of God, preach for filthy lucre, and take money for that which is not bread; ſo that if people had but any conſide­ration in them, they would eaſily diſcover the fraud, policy and malice of aſ­ſperſors, and be armed againſt their ſtratagems.
And although the people for ſome time may be deceived by their deluſions, and do not perceive their deviſes: yet God in the end diſcovers them to their ſhame; ſetling their nakedneſſe and the ſhame of their nakedneſſe open in the ſight of all men; and that garment of hypocriticall Godlineſſe with which they ſtalked ſo ſecurely, becomes a badge of their reproach.
The Scribes, and Phariſees, and Herod, and Pilat had their time; but are their names now any other but a by word? and doth not the Doctrine of Lu­ther, ſhine in deſpite of all his mighty oppoſers?
What gained the Biſhops by beſpeaking the Presbyter of ſo much errous and madneſſe, but their own down-fall? what got the Courtiers by accuſing Parliaments of intending Anarchy and Community but their own ruine? and have not theſe Presbyters brought themſelves to ſhame by their bitter invective Sermons and writings againſt the Independent and Sectaries?
3. And are all theſe forementioned, acquitted of the aſperſions caſt upon them? and am I and my friends guilty? why muſt theſe ſcandalous deſ [...]mations be truer of us then of them? in their ſeverall times there were beleeved to be true of them, and its time onely and ſucceſſe that hath cleared them, and ſhould perſwade men to forbear cenſuring us of evil unleſſe the juſt things w [...] have propoſed, and Petitioned for be granted; and if we content not our ſelves within the bounds of juſt Government let us then be blamed, and not before: but what ſayes the polititian if ſomebody be not aſperſt, Miſchief cannot proſper if theſe men be believed and credited, downe goes our profit. And truely, that enemies to the common freedome of this Nation, or enemies to a juſt Par­liamentary, Government, enemies to the Army, or men of perſecuting princi­ples and practiſes, ſhould either divide or ſcatter theſe falſe aſperſions againſt me, I did never wonder at: beleiving theſe to be but as clouds that would ſoon vaniſh upon the riſing of the friends of the Common wealth, and prevai­ling of the Army; And ſo it came to paſſe, and for a ſeaſon continued; but no ſooner did I and my friends in behalf of the Common-wealth, manifeſt our expectation of that freedome ſo long deſired, ſo ſeriouſly promiſed them in the power of friends to give and grow importunate in purſuit thereof, but out flies theſe hornets againe about our ears, as if kept  [...]ame of purpoſe to vex and [Page] ſting to death thoſe that would not reſt ſatisfied with leſſe then a well grounded freedome: and ſince, we have been a freſh more violently  [...]yled at then ever, as if all the corrupt intereſts in England muſt downe, except we were reproach [...] to purpoſe.
And certainly there was never ſo fair an opportunity to free this Nation from all kinds of oppreſſion and uſurpation as now, if ſome had hearts to do their endeavour, that ſtrongly pretended to do their utmoſt; and what hinders, is as yet, ſomewhat in a miſtery; but time will reveal all, and then it will appear more particularly then will yet be permitted to be diſcovered, from what cor­rupt fountaine, (though ſweetned with flowers of Religion) theſe undeſerved clamours have iſſued againſt me and my friends.
But I ſhame to thinke how readily, the moſt irrationall ſenceleſſe aſperſions caſt upon me, are credited by many, whom I eſteemed ſincere in their way of Religion, and that moſt uncharitably againſt the long experience they have had of me, and moſt unthankfully too, againſt the many ſervices I have done them, in ſtanding for their liberties (and animating others ſo to do) when they were moſt in danger and moſt expoſed, never yet failing though in my own particu­lar I were not then concerned) to manifeſt as great a tenderneſſe of their welfare as mine owne.
But in patience I poſſeſſe my ſelf; ſuch as the tree is ſuch I perceive will be the fruit: and as I ſee a man is no farther a man then as he clearly underſtands, ſo alſo I perceive a Chriſtian is no farther a Chriſtian then as he ſtands clear from errour, and ſuperſtition, with both which were not moſt men extream­ly tainted? ſuch raſh and hariſh cenſures could never have paſt upon me, ſuch evil fruits ſpringing not from true Religion; wherein, as full of zeal, as the times ſeeme to be, moſt men are far to ſeek: every man almoſt differs from his neighbour, yet every man is confident, who then is right in judgement? and if the judgement direct to practice (as no doubt it ought) no marvell we ſee ſo much weakneſſe, ſo much emptineſſe, vanity, and to ſpeak ſoftly, ſo much un­chriſtianity, ſo many meer Nationall and verball, ſo few practicall and reall Chri­ſtians, but buſie-bodies, tale bearers, ſerviceable, not to God, in the preſerva­tion of the life or good name of their neighbours, but unto polititians in blaſt­ing and defaming, and ſo in ruining of their brother.
If I now amidſt ſo great variety of judgements and practiſes as there are▪ ſhould go a particular way; Charity and Chriſtianity would forbear to cenſure me of evill, and would give me leave to follow mine owne underſtanding of the Scriptures, even as I freely allow unto others.
Admit then my Conſcience have been neceſſitated to break through all kinds of Superſtition, as finding no peace, but diſtraction and inſtability therein, and have found out t [...]ue uncorrupt Religion, and plac [...] my joy and contentment therein; admit I find it ſo brief and plaine, as to be underſtood in a very ſhort time, by the meane [...] capacity, ſo ſweet and delectable as cannot but be em­braced, ſo certain as cannot be doubted, ſo powerfull to diſſolve man into love, and to ſet me on work to do the will of him that loved me, how exceed­ingly then are weak ſuperſtitious people miſtaken in me?
That I beleive a God, and Scriptures, and underſtand my ſelf concerning both, thoſe ſmall things I have occaſtionally written and publiſhed, are teſtimo­nies [Page] more then ſufficient; as my Whiſper in the eare of Mr. Thomas Edwards; My Antidote againſt his poyſon; My prediction of his converſion and recantation; My parable or conſultation of Phyſitians upon him: and My ſtill and ſoft voice (ex­preſly written though needleſſe after the reſt) for my vindication herein, all which I intreat may be read and conſidered: and ſurely if any that accuſe and backbite me, had done but half ſo much, they would (and might juſtly) take it very ill not to be believed.
But when I conſider the ſmall thanks and ill rewards I had from ſome of Mr. Edward's his oppoſers, upon my publiſhing thoſe Treatiſes, I have cauſe to beleive they are fraught with ſome ſuch unuſuall truths, that have ſpoiled the markets of ſome of the more refined Demetrius's and craftſ-men; I muſt con­feſſe I have been very apt, to blunt out ſuch truths as I had well digeſted to be needfull amongſt men: wherein my conſcience is much delighted, not much regarding the diſpleaſure of any, whilſt I but performe my duty.
And in all that I have written my judgement concerning Civil Government is ſo evident, as (if men were men indeed, and were not altogether devo [...]d of Conſcience) might acquit me from ſuch vanities as I am accuſed of; but for this, beſides thoſe I have named, I ſhall refer the Reader to my Word in Seaſon, publiſhed in a time of no ſmall need; and to that large Petition that was burnt by the hand of the common Hangman, wherein with thouſands of wel-affected people I was engaged: and to which I ſtand, being no more for Anarchy and Le [...]elling, then that Petition importeth; the burners thereof, and the then aſperſers of me and my friends having been ſince taught a new leſſon, and which might be a good warning to thoſe that now a freſh take liberty to abuſe us: but no heart ſwoln with pride as the politicians, nor ſo ſcornes advice, ſpurns and jeers, and laugh at all▪ yet for all their confidence, few of them eſcape the ſevere hand of Gods juſtice firſt and laſt, even in this world.
Indeed it hath been no difficult thing to know my judgement by the ſcope of that Petition, and truely were I as deadly an enemy unto Parliaments (as I have been and ſtill am a moſt affectionate devotant to their juſt Authority) I could not wiſh them a greater miſchief then to be drawne to uſe Petitioners unkindly, or to deny them things reaſonable, upon ſuſpition that they would be emboldened to aſk things unreaſonable, by which rule, no juſt things ſhould ever be granted; wiſhing with all my heart that care may be ſpeedily taken in this particular, the people already being too much enclined to be out of love with Parliaments, then which I know no greater evill can befall the Common­wealth.
Another new thing I am aſpe [...]t withall, is, that I hold Polygamie, that is, that it is lawfull to have more wives then one; (I wonder what will be next, for theſe will wear out, or returne to the right owners) and this ſcandall would intimate that I am addicted looſely to women; but this is another en­venomed arrow drawne from the ſame Pollitick quiver, and ſhot without any regard to my inclination; and ſhewes the authors to be empty of all goodneſſe, and filled with a moſt wretchleſſe malice; for this is ſuch a ſlander as doggs me at the heels home to my houſe; ſeeking to torment me even with my wife and children, and ſo to make my life a burthen unto me; but this alſo loſeth its force, and availeth nothing, as the reſt do alſo, where I am fully known; nay it pro­duceth [Page] the contrary; even the increaſe of love and eſteeme amongſt them,  [...] from thoſe, whoſe goodneſſe and certain knowledge can admit no ſuch thoughts of vanity or vileneſſe in me: one and twenty years experience with my wife, and fifteen or ſixteen with my daughters, without the leaſt ſtaine of my perſon, putting the queſtion of my converſation out of all queſtion.
There are alſo that give out that I am of a bloudy diſpoſition, its very ſtrange it ſhould be ſo and I not know it, ſure I am, and I bleſſe God for it, that ſince I was a youth I never ſtruck any one a blow through quarrell or paſſion; avoy­ding with greateſt care all occaſions and provocation; and although poſſibly na­ture would prevaile with me to kill rather then be killed; yet to my judgement and conſcience, to kill a man is ſo horrid a thing, that upon deliberation I can­not reſolve I ſhould do it.
And though to free a Nation from bondage and tyranny it may be lawfull to kill and ſlay, yet I judge it ſhould not be attempted but after all means uſed for prevention; (wherein I fear there hath been ſome defect) and upon extreme neceſſity, and then alſo with ſo diſmall a ſadneſſe, exempt from that uſuall vapouring and gallantry (accuſtomed in meer mercinary Souldiers) as ſhould teſtifie to the world that their hearts took no pleaſure therein; much leſſe that they look't for particular gaine and profit for their ſo doing: and I wiſh thoſe who have defamed me in this, did not by their garniſht outſide, demonſtrate that they have found a more pleaſing ſweetneſſe in bloud then ever I did.
Now ſome may wonder why thoſe religious people that ſo readily ſeem  [...]he Polliticians, turnes in catching and carrying theſe aſperſions from man to man, have not ſo much honeſty or charity, as to be fully ſatisfied of the truth there­of, and then deale with me in a Chriſtian way, before they blow abroad their defamations; or why the taking away of my good name, which may be the un­doing of my wife and children ſhould be thought no ſin amongſt them? but truely I doe not wonder at it, for where notionall or verball Religion, which at beſt is but ſuperſtition, is author of that little ſhadow of goodneſſe which poſſeſſes men, its no marvell they have ſo little hold of themſelves: for they want that innate inbred vertue which makes men good men, and that pure and undefiled Religion, which truly denominateth men good Chriſtians; and which only giveth ſtrength againſt temptations of this nature.
And as men are more or leſſe ſuperſtitious, the effects will be found amongſt them; nor is better to be expected from them untill they deeme themſelves, no further Religious, then as they find brotherly love abound in their hearts  [...]owards all men: all the reſt being but as founding braſſe and tinkling Simbals; nor will they ever be ſo happy as to know their friends from their foes, except they will now at length be warned againſt theſe cunning wayes of Polliticians, by ſcandals and aſperſions to divide them; and be ſo wiſe, as to reſolve to be­leeve nothing upon report, ſo as to report it againe, untill full knowledge of the truth thereof; and then alſo to deal as becommeth a diſcreet Chriſtian, to whom anothers good name is as pretious as his own; being ever mindfull, that love covereth a multitude of ſins.
But I have ſaid enough as I judge for my owne vindication and diſcovery of the infernall tongues of Pollititians, that ſet on fire the whole courſe of nature, and am hopefull thereby to reclaime ſome weak wel-minded people from their [Page]  [...]odain beleeving or inconſiderate diſperſing of reproaches; and ſo to  [...] the polliticians ends in this dangerous kind of delu [...]ion.
As for thoſe who know me and yet aſperce me, or ſuffer others unreproved, all ſuch I ſhould judge to be polliticians their hirelings, or favourers; and I might as well undertake to waſh a Blackmore white, as to turne their courſe, or reſtore them to a ſound and honeſt mind.
 [...] However I ſhall no whit diſpaire of the proſperity of the juſt cauſe I have hitherto proſecuted, becauſe (though at preſent I be kept under) yet I have this to comfort me, that underſtanding increaſeth exceedingly, and men daily abandon ſuperſtition, and all unneceſſary fantaſtick knowledge; and become men of piercing judgements, that know the arts and crafts of deceivers, and have abillity to diſcover them; ſo that beſides the goodneſſe of the cauſe which commands my duty, I may hope to ſee it proſper, and to produce a laſting happineſſe to this long enthraled Nation.
A good name amongſt good men I love and would cheriſh; but my con­tentment is placed only in the juſt peace and quietneſſe of my own conſcience, I may be a man of reproaches, and a man of croſſes, but my integrity no man can take from me; I may by my friends and neareſt alliances, be blamed as too forward in publique affaires, be argued of pride, as David was by his brother; yet I thinke the family whereof I am, is ſo ingenious as to acquit me, and to believe my conſcience provokes me to do what I have done; but ad­mit  [...] ſhould not be ſo, my anſwer might be the ſame as his,  [...]s there not a cauſe?  [...]ay may I not rather wonder the harveſt being ſo great, that the labourers be ſo few; if all men ſhould be offended with me for endeavouring the good of all men, in all juſt wayes (for I profeſſe I know  [...] other cauſe againſt me) I ſhould chooſe it rather then the diſpleaſure of God or the diſtaſte of my owne conſcience, affliction being to me a better choice then ſin.
And this my judgement (as neceſſary for that time) I put into writing about 16 monthes ſince or ſomewhat more, but deſerred the publiſhing, becauſe it was once denied the Licencing, (which by the way was hard meaſure, conſide­ring how freely aſperſers have been Licenced or countenanced againſt me) but chiefly I omitted to Print it, becauſe I thought my continuall acting towards the common peace, freedome, and ſafety of the Nation, would yet in time clear off all my reproaches, and for that I could not poſſibly vindicate my ſelfe, but that I muſt neceſſarily reflect upon ſome ſorts of men, whom I did hope time and their grouth in knowledg would have certified in their judgements concer­ning me, and the things I ever promoted; But  [...]ding now at length, that notwithſtanding all times ſince, I walked in an uprightneſſe of heart towards their publique good; without any the leaſt wandering and deviation, (as their Petitioners of the 11 of September will hear me witneſſe) notwithſtanding I can prove I have rendered very much good, to thoſe that had done me very much evil, and from whom its known I have deſerved better things; yet my aſper [...]s after the laſt Summers troubles were over, flew abroad a freſh, (for in all that time I  [...]ad very fair words) and no may but Walwin was a Jeſuite, and a Pen [...]ioner to the Pope, or ſome Forraigne State: but for proof not one ſil­lable ever proved one while I was a Leveller, then on a ſodaine I drove on the King's deſigne, and none ſo countenanced as thoſe that were offlicious in tel­ling [Page] ſtrange ſtories and tales of me: Inſomuch, as I found it had an effect of d [...]er  [...]wards my life; divers of the Army giving out, that it would never  [...] w [...] ill ſome diſpatch were made of m [...] ▪ tha [...] I deſerved to be ſtoned to death. All which, though I conſidered it to its full  [...]ue, yet did it not deterre  [...] my juſt Cauſe, according to  [...] juſt Judgment and Conſci­  [...]n [...] this  [...] my portion from too many, from whom I may truly ſay, I had  [...] better: yet in all theſe things it was my happineſſe to have good e­ſteem from ſuch as I ac [...]unt conſtant  [...]o the Cauſe, and uncorrupted men of Army and Parliament, to whoſe love in this kind, for many years, I have been exceedingly obliged▪ and who never ſhunned me in any company, notwithſtan­ding a  [...] roaches, but ever vindicated me, as having undoubted aſſurance of my  [...]; and believing confidently, that I was aſperſt for no other cauſe, but for my perpetuall ſolicitation for the Common-wealth.
But there is no ſtopping the mouth of corrupt intereſts, againſt which only I have ever ſteered, and not in the leaſt againſt perſons; being ſtill of the ſame mind I was when I wrote my Wh [...]per in the ear of Mr Edwards, Miniſter; pro­  [...] ſtill, as there i [...] pag: 3. I did, in ſincerity of heart; That I am one that  [...] truly and heartily love all mankind, it being my unfeined deſire, that all men might be  [...], and come to the knowledge of the truth: That it is my extreme g [...]ief, that any man is afflicted, moleſted or puniſhed, and cannot but moſt earneſtly wiſh them all occaſion were taken away—That there is no man weak, but I would ſtrengthen; nor ignorant, but I would reform; nor erroneous, but I would rectifie; nor  [...]cious, but I would reclaim; nor cruel, but I would moderate and reduce to clemency—I am as much grieved that any man ſhould be ſo unhap­  [...] as to be  [...]uel or unjuſt, as that any man ſhould ſuffer by cruelty or injuſtice; and if I could, I would preſerve from both.
And however I am miſtaken, it is from this diſpoſition in me, that I have engaged in any publique affairs, and from no other—Which my manner of proceeding, in every particular buſineſſe wherein I have in any meaſure appear'd, will ſufficiently evince to all that have, without partiality, obſerved me.
I never propoſed any man for my enemy, but injuſtice, oppreſſion, innovation, ar­bitrary power., and cruelty; where I found them, I ever oppoſed my ſelf againſt them; but ſo, as to deſtroy the evil, but to preſerve the perſon: And therfore all the war I have made, other then what my voluntary and neceſſary contributions hath maintained, which I have wiſht ten thouſand times more then my ability; ſo really am I  [...]ected with the Parliaments juſt cauſe for the common freedom of this Nati­on. I ſay, all the war I have made, hath been to get victory over the underſtandings of men, accounting it a more worthy and profitable labour to beget friends to the Cauſe I loved, rather then to moleſt mens perſons, or confiſcate mens eſtates: and how many reall Converts have been made through my endeavours, reproaches might tempt me to boaſt, were I not better pleaſed with the conſcience of ſo doing.
Of this mind I was in the year, 1646. and long before; and of the ſame mind I am at this preſent; and, I truſt, ſhall ever but be ſo.
And hence it is, that I have purſued the ſettlement of the Government of this Nation by an Agreement of the People; as firmly hoping thereby, to ſee the Common-wealth paſt all poſſibility of returning into a ſlaviſh condition; though in purſuite thereof, I have met with very hard and froward meaſure from [Page] ſome that pretended to be really for it: So that do what I will for the good of my native Country, I receive  [...]tiſ [...] nothing but evil for my labour; all I ſpeak, or purpoſe, is conſtrued to the worſt; and though never ſo good, fares the worſe for my propoſing; and all by reaſon of thoſe many aſperſions caſt upon me.
If any thing be diſpleaſing, or judged dangerous, or thought worthy of pu­niſhment, then Walwyn's the Author; and no matter, ſaies one, if Walwyn had been deſtroyed long ago: Saies another, Let's get a law to have power our ſelves to hang all ſuch: and this openly, and yet un-reproved; affromed in o­pen Court; aſperſt in every corner; threatned wherever I paſſe; and within this laſt month of March, was twice advertiſed by Letters, of ſecret contrivan­ces and reſolutions to impriſon me.
And ſo accordingly (ſutable to ſuch prejudgings and threatnings) upon the 28th of March laſt, by Warrant of the Counc [...] of State; I that might have been  [...]e [...]cht by the leaſt intimation of their deſire to ſpeak with me, was ſent for by Warrant under Sergeant Bradſhaw's hand, backt with a ſtrong pa [...]y of horſe and foot, commanded by Adjutant Generall Stubber (by deputation from Sir Hard [...]eſſe Waller, and Colonel Whaley) who placing his ſouldiers in the allyes, houſes, and gardens round about my houſe, knockt violently at my garden gate, between four and five in the morning; which being opened by my maid, the Adjutant Generall, with many ſouldiers, entred, and immediately diſperſt them­ſelves about the garden, and in my houſe, to the great terror of my Family; my poor maid comming up to me, crying and ſhivering, with news that Soul­diers were come for me, in ſuch a ſad diſtempered manner (for ſhe could hard­ly ſpeak) as was ſufficient to have daunted one that had been uſed to ſuch ſud­den ſurpriſals; much more my Wife, who for two and twenty years we have lived together, never had known me under a minutes reſtraint by any Authori­ty; ſhe being alſo ſo weakly a woman, as in all that time, I cannot ſay ſhe hath enjoyed a week together in good health; and certainly had been much more aſtrighted, but for her confidence of my innocence; which fright hath likewiſe made too deep an impreſſion upon my eldeſt Daughter, who hath continued ſick ever ſince, my Children and I having been very tender one of another: Nor were my neighbours leſſe troubled for me, to whoſe love I am very much obliged.
The Adjutant Generall immediately followed my maid into my Chamber, as I was putting on my clothes; telling me, that he was ſent by the Councel of State (an Authority which he did own) to bring me before them: I aſkt, for what cauſe? he anſwered me, he did not underſtand particularly, but in the notion of  [...], it was of a very high nature: I aſkt him, if he had any warrant? he anſwered, he had, and that being dreſt, I ſhould ſee [...]t.
The Souldiers I perceived very loud in the garden, and I not imagining then, there had been more diſperſt in my neighbours grounds and houſes; and be­ing willing to preſerve my credit (a thing ſooner bruiſed then made whole) de­ſired him, to cauſe their ſilence, which he courteouſly did: Then I told him, if he had known me in any meaſure, he would have thought himſelf, without any ſouldiers, ſufficient to bring me before them: That I could nor but won­der (conſidering how well I was known) that I ſhould be ſent for by Souldiers, when there was not the meaneſt civil Officer but might command my appea­rance: [Page] That I thought it was a thing not agreeable to that freedom and liberty which had been pretended.
That now he ſaw what I was, I ſhould take it as a favour, that he would com­mand his Souldiers off, which he did very friendly, reſerving ſome two very civil Gentlemen with him; ſo being ready, he ſhewed m [...] the Warrant: the ſubſtance whereof was, for ſuſpicion of treaſon, in being ſuſpected to be the Author of a Book, entituled, The ſecond part of Englands new Chains diſcovered▪ I deſired him to take a Copy of it, which was denied, though then and after­wards by my ſelf, and Lieut. Col. John Lilburn (who was likewiſe in the ſame Warrant) importuned very much for.
Then I went out with him into Moor-Fields, and there I ſaw, to my great wonder, a great party of ſouldiers, which he commanded to march before, and went with me, (only with another Gentleman, at a great diſtance) to Pauls; yet ſuch people as were up, took ſo much notice of it, as it flew quickly all about the Town; which I knew would redound much to my prejudice, in my credit; which was my only care, the times being not quallified for recovery of bruiſes in that kind.
In Pauls Church-yard was their rendezvous; where I was no ſooner come, but I eſpied my Friends, Mr Lilburn and Mr Prince, both labouring to convince the ſouldiers of the injury done unto us, and to themſelves, and to poſterity, and the Nation in us in that they, as ſouldiers, would obey and execute com­mands in ſeizing any Freeman of England, not Members of the Army, before they evidently ſaw the civil Magiſtrates and Officers in the Common-wealth, were reſiſted by force, and not able to bring men to legall trials, with very much to that purpoſe; and in my judgment, prevailed very much amongſt them; ma­ny looking, as if they repented and grieved to ſee ſuch dealings.
Then they removed to a houſe for refreſhment, where, after a little diſcourſe, we perſwaded them to releaſe two of Mr Daveniſh his ſons, whom a Captain had taken into cuſtody without Warrant: but that kind of errour being laid fully open, they were enlarged with much civility, which I was glad to ſee, as perceiving no inclination in the preſent Officers or Souldiers, to defend any ex­orbitant proceedings, when this underſtood them to be ſuch.
So the Adjutant Generall ſent off the whole party, and with ſome very few, took us, by water, to his Quarters at Whitehall (where after a while, came in Mr Overton) the Adjutant intending about nine of the clock, to go with us to Darby houſe.
But the Councel not ſitting till five at night, we were kept in his Quarters all that time; where ſome, but not many of our friends that came to viſit us, were permitted.
About five a clock, the Councel ſate; ſo he took us thither, where we con­tinued about two houres, before any of us were called in; and then Mr Lilburn was called, and was there about a quarter of an hour, and then came out to us, and his Friends, declaring at large all that had paſt between him and them.
Then after a little while, I was called in, and directed up to Sergeant Brad­ſhaw the Preſident; who told me, that the Parliament had taken notice of a very dangerous Book, full of ſedition and treaſon: and that the Councel was informed, that I had a hand in the making or compiling thereof; that the Par­liament [Page] had referred the enquiry and ſearch after the Authors and Publiſhers, to that Councel; and that I ſhould hear the Order of Parliament read, for my better ſatisfaction: ſo the Order was read, containing the ſubſtance of what the Preſident had delivered; and then he ſaid, by this you underſtand the cauſe wherfore you are brought hither; and then was ſilent, expecting, as I thought, what I would ſay.
But the matter which had been ſpoken, being only a relation, I kept ſilence, expecting what further was intended; which being perceived, the Preſident ſaid, You are free to ſpeak, if you have any thing to ſay to it: to which I ſaid only this, I do not know why I am ſuſpected: Is that all, ſaid he: To which I anſwered, Yes; and then he ſaid, You may withdraw: So I went forth.
And then Mr Overton, and after him, Mr Prince, were called in; and after all four had been out a while, Mr Lilburn was called in again, and put forth a­nother way; and then I was called in again:
And the Preſident ſaid to this effect, that the Parliament had repoſed a great truſt in them for finding out the Authors of that Book; and that the Councel were carefull to give a good accompt of their truſt; in order whereunto, I had been called in, and what I had ſaid, they had conſidered; but they had now or­dered him to aſk me a queſtion, which was this: Whether or no I had any hand in the making or compiling of this Book? holding the Book in his hand: To which, after a little while, I anſwered to this effect, That I could not but very much wonder to be aſked ſuch a queſtion; howſoever, that it was very much againſt my judgment and conſcience, to anſwer to queſtions of that na­ture which concern'd my ſelf; that if I ſhould anſwer to it, I ſhould not only betray my own liberty, but the liberties of all Engliſh-men, which I could not do with a good conſcience: And that I could not but exceedingly grieve at the dealing I had found that day; that being one who had been alwaies ſo faith­full to the Parliament, and ſo well known to moſt of the Gentlemen there pre­ſent, that nevertheleſſe I ſhould be ſent for with a party of horſe and foot, to the affrighting of my family, and ruine of my credit; and that I could not be ſatisfied, but that it was very hard meaſure to be uſed thus upon ſuſpicion only; profeſſing, that if they did hold me under reſtraint from following my buſineſſe and occaſions, it might be my undoing, which I intreated might be conſidered.
Then the Preſident ſaid, I was to anſwer the queſtion; and that they did not aſk it, as in way of triall, ſo as to proceed in judgment thereupon, but to report it to the Houſe: To which I ſaid, that I had anſwered it ſo as I could with a good conſcience, and could make no other anſwer; ſo I was put forth a back way, as Mr Lilburn had been, and where he was.
After this, they cal'd in Mr Overton, and after him Mr Prince, uſing the very ſame expreſſions, and queſtion to all alike; and ſo we were all four together; and after a long expectance, we found we were committed Priſoners to the Tower of London, for ſuſpicion of high treaſon; where now we are, to the great rejoycing of all that hate us, whoſe longing deſires are ſo far ſatisfied: And to make good that face of danger, which by ſending ſo many horſe and ſoot was put upon it, a ſtrong Guard hath ever ſince been continued at Darby houſe, when the Councel ſits.
And now again, freſh aſperſions and reproaches are let looſe againſt us, and [Page] by all means I, that never was beyond the Seas, nor ever ſaw the Sea, muſt be a Jeſuite, and am reported to be now diſcovered to be born in Spain: That be­cauſe I am an enemy to ſ [...],  [...]tition, therfore they give out, I intend to deſtroy all Religion; and (which I never heard  [...] now) that I deſire to have all the  [...] in England burnt; that I value Heathen Authors above the Scriptures:  [...] know me, can teſtifie how, though I eſteem many other good Book  [...] well, yet, I ever prefer'd the Scriptures; and I have alwaies main­tain [...] that Reaſon and Philoſophy could never have diſcovered peace and re­conciliation by Chriſt alone, no [...] do teach men to love their enemies; do­ctrines which I prize more then the whole world: It ſeems I am uſed ſo ill, that except by aſperſions I be  [...]de the vileſt man in the world, it will be thought, I cannot deſerve it: And though I were, yet (living under a civil Govern­ment) as I hope, I ever ſhall do, and not under a Military, I cannot diſcern how ſuch dealing could be juſtified: For, admit any one ſhould have a mind to ac­cuſe me o [...] treaſon, the party accuſing ought to go to ſome Juſtice of the Peace, dwelling in the County or hundred, and to inform the  [...]act; which if the Ju­ſtice find to be againſt the expreſſe law, and a crime of treaſon; and that the accuſer make oath of his knowledge of the fact; then the Juſtice may lawfully give out a Warrant, to be ſerved by ſome Conſtable, or the like civil Officer, to bring the party accuſed before him, or ſome other Juſtice: wherein the party accuſed is at liberty to go to what Juſtice of Peace he pleaſeth; and as the mat­ter appeareth when the parties are face to face before a Juſtice, with a compe­tent number of friends about him to ſpeak in his behalf, as they ſee cauſe, his houſe being to be kept open for that time; then the Juſtice is to proceed as Laws directeth, as he will anſwer the contrary at his perill; being reſponſible to the party, and to the Law, in caſe of any extra-judiciall proceeding; and the Warrant of attachment and commitment ought to expreſſe the cauſe of commitment in legall and expreſſe tearms, as to the very fact and crime; and to refer to the next Goal delivery, and not at pleaſure.
Whereas I was fetcht out of my bed by ſouldiers, in an hoſtile manner, by a Warrant, expreſſing no fact that was a crime by any law made formerly, but by a Vote of the Houſe, paſt the very day the Warrant was dated: Nor was I car­ried to a Juſtice of the Peace, much leſſe to ſuch a one as I would have made choyce of, where my Accuſer (if any) was to appear openly face to face, to make oath of fact againſt me, if any were, but before a Councel of State, where I ſaw no Accuſer face to face, nor oath taken, nor my friends allowed to be pre­ſent, nor dores open; but upon a bare affirmation that the Councel was in­formed that I had a hand in compiling a Book, the title nor matter whereof was not mentioned in any law extant: whereas treaſon by any law, is neither in words nor intents, but in deeds and actions, expreſly written, totidem ver­bis, in the law. And after, being req [...]red to anſwer to a queſtion againſt my ſelf, in a matter (avouched by Vote of Parliament to be no leſſe then Treaſon) was committed Priſoner, not to a common County priſon, (nor for the time) referred to the next Goal delivery, by the ordinary Courts of Juſtice, my▪ birthright, but to the Tower of London▪ during pleaſure, preferred to be tryed by the upper Bench, whereas treaſon is triable only in the County where the fact is pretended to be committed.
[Page]
All which I have laboured with all the underſtanding I have, or can procure, to make appear to be juſt and reaſonable, but cannot as ye [...] find any ſatisfaction therin; being clear in my judgment, that a Parliament may not make the people leſſe free then they found them, but ought at leaſt to make good their liberties contained in Magna Charta, the Petition of Right, and other the good Laws of the Land, which are the beſt evidences of our Freedoms. Beſides, I con­ſider the conſequence of our Sufferings, for in like manner, any man or woman in England is liable to be fetcht from the fartheſt parts of the Land, by par­ties of horſe and foot, in an hoſtile manner, to the affrighting and ruining of their Families; and for a thing, or act, never known before by any law to be a crime, but voted to be ſo, only the very day perhaps of ſigning the Warrant: And therfore that ſuch power can be in this, or any other Parliament; or that ſuch a kind of proceeding can be conſiſtent with freedom, I wiſh any would give me a reaſon that I might underſtand it; for certainly the meer voting of it, will hardly give ſatisfaction: And now I well perceive, they had good ground for it, who aſſerted this belief into the firſt Agreement of the people; namely,
That as the laws ought to be equall, ſo they muſt be good, and not evidently de­ſtructive to our liberties; and I wiſh that might be well conſidered in making of any Law: And likewiſe, That no Law might be concluded, before it be publi­ſhed for a competent time; that thoſe who are ſo minded, might offer their rea­ſons either for or againſt the ſame, as they ſee cauſe: But I forget my ſelf, not conſidering that my propoſing of this, will be a means to beget a diſlike there­of, and may poſſibly work me ſome new aſperſions.
I am ſaid likewiſe to have worſe opinions then this; whereof one is, That I hope to ſee this Nation governed by reaſon, and not by the ſword.
Nay worſe yet; That notwithſtanding all our preſent diſtractions, there is a poſſibility upon a clear and free debate of things, to diſcover ſo equall, juſt and rationall Propoſitions, as ſhould produce ſo contentfull ſatisfaction, and ab­ſolute peace, proſperity and reſt to this Nation; as that there ſhould be no ſear of man, nor need of an Army; or at worſt, but a very ſmall one.
But if I ſhould declare my mind in this more fully, it would, as other good motions and propoſitions of mine have done, beget me the opinion of a very dangerous man, and ſome new aſperſion; there being ſome, whoſe intereſt muſt not ſuffer it to be believed.
And yet it may be true enough; for I could inſtance a Country, not ſo ſur­rounded with Seas as ours is, nor ſo defenſible from Enemies, but that is ſur­rounded with potent Princes and States, and was as much diſtracted with diviſi­ons as ours at preſent is, yet by wiſdom ſo order themſelves, as that they keep up no Army, nor dread no war, but have ſet the  [...]tive Militia in ſuch a po­ſture, as that all the Countries round about the [...]  [...] affront them with the leaſt injury; or if they do, ſatisfaction being not made, upon demand, in 48 hours, a wel diſciplin'd Army appears in Field to do themſelves juſtice; it being a ma­xim and principle among them, to do no injury, nor to ſuffer any the leaſt from Forraigners; as alſo, not to let paſſe, without ſevere exemplar puniſhment, the leaſt corruption in publique Officers and Magiſtrates; without a due reward unto both which, it is impoſſible for any people to be long in ſafety; and to hold authority, or command beyond the time limited by law, of Commiſſion [Page] amongſt them, is a capitall offence, and never fails of puniſhment: So that this opinion of mine is not the leſſe true becauſe I hold it, but is of the number of thoſe many uſefull ones, that this preſent age is not ſo happy as to believe: Nor are we like to be happier, till we are wiſer.
But as ſubject as ſome would make me to vain opinions, there is one that hath been creeping upon us about eight months, which yet gets no hold upon me; and that is, That the preſent power of the Sword may reign; from this ground, that the power which is uppermoſt is the power of God; and the power of the Sword being now (as ſome reaſon) above the civil Authority, it is therfore the power of God: But the greateſt wonder in this, is, that ſome Anabaptiſts who are deſcended from a people ſo far from this opinion, that they abhorred the uſe of the ſword, though in their own deſence (to ſuch extremities are people ſubject to, that think themſelves to have all knowledge and religion in them, when in truth it is but imagination and Scripture) As for me, I am of neither of theſe opinions, but ſhould be glad once again to ſee the ſword in its right place, in all ſenſes; and the civil Authority to mind as well the eſſence as the punctilio's and formalities, but neglecting neither; and that the People would be ſo far carefull of their own good, as to obſerve with a watchfull eie, the right ordering and diſpoſing both of the civill and military power; we having no watrant to argue that to be of God, but what is juſtly derived, attained and uſed to honeſt means; the ends, I mean, of all Government, viz. the ſafety, peace, freedom and proſperity of the people governed; whereas otherwiſe, Tyrants, Theeves, our-laws, Pirats and Murthere [...]s, by the ſame kind of arguing, may prove themſelves to be of God; which in reall effect, perverts the whole ſupreme intent of Government, being conſtituted every where for the puniſh­ment and ſuppreſſion of all evil and irregular men.
But why ſpend I my time thus, in clearing mens underſtandings, that ſo they might be able to preſerve themſelves from bondage and miſery, being ſo ill re­quited for my labour? Nay that might have thanks, and other good things be­ſides, if I would forbear? To which truly I have nothing to ſay, but that my conſcience provokes and invites me to do what I do, and have done in all my motions for the Common-wealth; nor have I, I bleſſe God, any other reaſon; and which to me is irreſiſtible; unleſſe I ſhould ſtifle the power of my conſci­ence, which is the voyce of God in me, alwaies accuſing or excuſing me: So that whil'ſt I have opportunity, I ſhall endeavour to do good unto [...] men.
But I have other buſineſſe now upon me, then ever I had, being now in pri­ſon, which (I praiſe God for it) I never was in my life before; where though I think I have as much comfort as another, yet it is not a place I like, and ther­fore am carefull how to become free as ſoon as I can, my reſtraint being very prejudiciall to me; eſpecially conſidering how the corruptions of ſome falſe hearted people doth now  [...]eak out againſt me, in renewed clamours and aſper­ſions; which whil'ſt I labour to acquit my ſelf of, it proves to me like the  [...]ving▪ of the ever-flowing Fountain of Slander; the invective brain of ſome reſolved Politicians; for I ſee I muſt be aſperſt, till honeſty gets the victory of policy, and true Religion over ſuperſtition; the one being the Inventer, and the other the Diſperſer, as the fore-going diſcourſe will, I judge, ſufficiently demonſtrate: And therfore henceforth let men ſay and report what evil they will of me, I ſhall [Page] not after this regard it, nor trouble my ſelf any more in this way of vindication, hope to find ſome other way.
Only one aſperſion remains, which I thought good to quit here; which is, that I am a Pentioner to ſome forraign State; which indeed is moſt falle, and is invented for the end, as all the reſt are, to make me odious: And truly if men were not grown paſt all ſhame, or care of what they ſaid or heard of me, it would be impoſſible to get belief; for which way doth it appear? I think, nay am ſure, that in my houſe no man (bred in that plenty I was) ever contented himſelf with leſſe, which is eaſily known—and for the apparell of my ſelf, my Wife and Children, if it exceed in any thing, it is in the plaineſſe, where with we are very well ſatisfied; and ſo in houſhold ſtuff, and all other expenſes; and for my charge upon publique, voluntary occaſions, I rather merit a charitable conſtruction from thoſe I have accompanied with, then any thanks or praiſe for any extraordinary diſburſments: and I am ſure I go on ſoot many times from my houſe to Weſtminſter, when as I ſee many inferiour to me in birth and bree­ding, only the favorites of the times, on their ſtately horſes, and in their coaches; and when I have been amongſt my Friends in the Army, as many times I have had occaſion, I muſt ever acknowledge, that I have received amongſt them ten kindneſſes for one; and yet (not to wrong my ſelf) I think, nay am ſure, there is not a man in the world that is of a more free or thankfull heart; and have nothing elſe to bear me up againſt what good and worthy men (whom I have ſeen in great neceſſities) might conjecture of me, when as I have admi­niſtred nothing to relieve them—when was the time, and where the place▪ I gave dinners or ſuppers, or other gifts? For ſhame, thou black-mouth'd ſlan­der, hide thy head, till the light of theſe knowing times be out; all that thou canſt do, is not ſufficient to blaſt me amongſt thoſe with whom I converſe, or who have experience of my conſtancy in affection & endeavour to the generall good of all men, but to thy greater torment & vexation, know this, they that en­tirely love me for the ſame, are exceedingly increaſed, and many whom thou hadſt deceived, return daily, manifeſting their greater love to me and the pub­lique, as willing to recompence the loſſe of that time thou deceivedſt them.
And this impriſonment, which thou haſt procured me, for my greater and irrecoverable reproach amongſt good men; thy poyſon'd heart would burſt to ſee how it hath wrought the contrary, ſo far, as I never had ſo clear a manifeſta­tion of love and approbation in my life, from ſincere ſingle-hearted people, as now to my exceeding joy I find.
And poſſibly for time to come, theſe notorious falſhoods with which the ſlanderous tongue hath purſued me, may have the ſame effect upon theſe weak people thou makeſt thy inſtruments, which they have had upon me; and that is, That I am the moſt backward to receive a report concerning any mans repu­tation, to his prejudice, of any man in the world, and account it a baſeneſſe to pry into mens actions▪ or to liſten to mens diſcourſes, or to report what I judge they would not have known, as not beſeeming a man of good and honeſt bree­ding, or that underſtands what belongs to civil ſociety.
But leaving theſe things, which I wiſh I had had no occaſion to inſiſt upon, it will concern me to conſider the condition I am in; for though I know no­thing of crime or guilt in my ſelf, worthy my care, yet conſidering how, and in [Page] what an hoſtile manner I was ſent for out of my bed and houſe, from my dear Wife and Children; the ſenſe of that force and authors of my pre­ſent impriſonment, ſhewing ſo little a ſencibility or fellow-feeling of the evils that might follow upon me and them, by their ſo doing; it will not be a miſſe for me to view it in the worſt cullers it can bear.
As for the booke called The ſecond part of Englands new chaines diſcovered: for which Lieut. Col. John L [...]lburn, Mr Prince, Mr Overton and my ſelf are all queſtioned: it concernes me nothing at all, farther then as the matter therein contained agreeth or diſagreeth with my judgement; and my judgement will work on any thing I read in ſpight of my heart; I cannot judge what I pleaſe, but it will judge according to its owne pe [...]ceverance.
And to ſpeake my conſcience, having read the ſame before the Declaration of Parliament was abroad; I muſt profeſſe I did not diſcerne it to deſerve a cenſure of thoſe evils which that Declaration doth import, but rather concei­ved the maine ſcope and drift thereof tended to the avoiding of all thoſe evils: and when I had ſeen and read the Declaration, I wiſhed with all my heart, the Parliament had been pleaſed for ſatisfaction of all thoſe their faithfull friends who were concerned therein, and of the whole Nation in generall: To have expreſly applied each part of the bo [...]k to each cenſure upon it, as to have ſhewed in what part it was falſe, ſcandalous, and reproachfull; in what ſeditious, and deſtructive to the preſent Government, eſpecially ſince both Parliament and A [...]m [...], and all wel affected people have approved of the way of ſettlement of our Go­vernment, by an Agreement of the People.
Alſo that they had pleaſed to have ſhewed what part, ſentence or matter therein, tended to diviſion and mutiny in the Army, and the raiſing of a new War in the Common-wealth: or wherein to hinder the relief of Ireland, and continuing of Free quarter; for certainly it would conduce very much to a contentfull ſatisfaction, to deal gently with ſuch as have been friends in all ex­tremities; and in ſuch caſes as theſe to condeſcend to a fair coreſpondency, as being willing to give reaſons in all things, to any part of the people; there be­ing not the leaſt or moſt inconſiderable part of men that deſerve ſo much re­ſpect, as to have reaſon given them by thoſe they truſt, and not poſſitively to conclude any upon mee [...]e votes and reſolutions: and in my poor opinion had this courſe been taken all along from the beginning of the Parliament to this day, many of the greateſt evils that have beſalne, had been avoided; the Land ere this time had been in a happy and proſperous condition.
There being nothing that maintaines love, unity and friendſhip in families; Societies, Citties, Countries, Authorities Nations; ſo much as a condeſcen­tion to the giving, and hearing, and debating of reaſon.
And without this, what advantage is it for the people to be, and to be vot [...]d the Supreme power? it being impoſſible for all the people to meet together, to ſpeak with, or d [...]bate things with th [...]ir Repreſentative; and then if no part be conſiderable but only the whole, or if any men ſhall be rec­koned ſlightly of in reſpect of opinions, eſtates, poverty, cloathes; and then one ſort ſhall either be heard before another: or none ſhall have reaſons given them except they preſent things pleaſing: the Supreme power, the People, is a pittifull mear helpleſſe thing; as under School-maſters being in danger to be [Page] whipt and beaten in caſe they meddle in things without leave and licence from their Maſters: and ſince our Government now inclines to a Common-wealth, 'twere good all imperiouſneſſe were laid aſide, and all friendlineſſe hereafter uſed towards the meaneſt of the people eſpecially (if Government make any diſ­ſention at all.)
And truly I wiſh there had been no ſuch imperious courſes taken in appre­hending of me, nor that I had been carried before the Councell of State; nor that the Declaration had been ſo ſuddenly and with ſuch ſolemnity proclaimed upon our commitment, there b [...]ing no harſh expreſſion therein; but what through the accuſtomed tranſpo [...] ▪ on of me [...]s ſpirits towards theſ [...] that ſuffer, but is applied to us, ſo that we are lookt upon as guilty already of no leſſe then Mu [...]y, Sedition, and Treaſon▪ of raiſing a new War, or hindering the relief of Ireland, and continuance of Free-quarter; inſomuch as though now we ſhall be allowed a legall triall in the ordinary Courts of Juſtice: as certainly the times will afford us that, or farewell all our rights and liberty, ſo often pro­teſted and declared to be kept inviolable; and within theſe two years ſo largely promiſed to be reſtored and preſerved: yet what Judge will not be terri [...]ied and prepoſeſt by ſuch a charge  [...]aid upon us by ſo high an Authority, and atta­ched by Soldiers, and ſent Priſoners to the Tower: nay what Judge will not be prejudiced againſt us?
If they ſhould be perſons relating to the Army, we are repreſented as Muti­neers: if to the preſent actings in Government, to ſuch we are repreſented as ſeditious and deſtructive: if ſuch as are ſenſible of the loſſe of Trade, who can be more diſtruſtfull to them then thoſe that are ſaid to raiſe a new Warre: if any of them ſhould be of thoſe who are engaged in the affairs of Ireland, to theſe we are repreſented as hinderers of the relief of Ireland: and what puniſh­ment ſhall ſeeme too great for us, from ſuch as have been tired and waſted with Free-quarter? who are pointed out to be the continuers thereof: if any Jury­men ſhould be of that ſort of men who ſtile themſelves of the ſeaven Churches of God, what equity are we like to finde from them who have already engaged againſt us, by their Phar [...]ſai [...]ll Petition, for though they name us not, yet all their diſcourſes point us out as the princiapall perſons therein complained of; an ill requitall for our ſaithfull adherence unto them in the worſt of times, and by whoſe endeavours under God they attained to that freedome they now enjoy; and can Churches prove unthankfull? nay watch a time when men are in priſon to be ſo unthankfull as to oppoſe their enlargement? what to wound a man halfe dead by wounds? a Prieſt or Levite would have been aſhamed of ſuch unworthineſſe: what, Chriſtians that ſhould be full of love, even to their enemies, to forget all humanity, and to be ſo diſpightfull to frinds? alas, alas, for Churches that have ſuch Paſtors for their leaders; nay for Churches of God to owne ſuch kind of un-Chriſtian dealing: Churches of God, ſo their Petiti­on denominates them; if the tree ſhould be judged by his fruit, I know what I could ſay, but I am very loath to grive the ſpirits of any wel-meaning people: and know there are whole ſocieties of thoſe that call themſelves Churches, that abhor to be thought guilty of ſuch unworthineſſe; Mr Lamb a paſtor at the Spittle, offering upon a free debate, to prove the preſenters of the Petition guilty of injuſtice, arrogance, flattery, and cruelty: ye many members of theſe [Page] ſeven Churches, that have proteſted againſt it; and many more that co [...]d [...] them for this their doing, to whom I wiſh ſo much happineſſe as they will ſe­riouſly conſider how apt in things of this civil nature, theſe their Paſtors have, been to be miſtaken, as they were when they miſled them not very long ſince to Petition for a Perſonall Treaty, which I would never thus have mentioned but that they perſiſt for by-ends, offices or the like (it may be) to obſtruct all publick-good proceedings, and to maligne thoſe, who without reſpect of per­ſons or opinions, endeavour a common good to all men. And truly to be thus fore-laied▪ and as it were prejudg'd by Votes, and Declarations, and Proclama­tions of Parliament, under ſuch hideous notions of ſedition and Treaſon; ap­prehended in ſo formidable a way, and impriſoned in an extraordinary place, no Bayle being to be allowed: and after all theſe to be renounced and diſ­claimed by the open mouthes of the Paſtors, and ſome members of ſeven Chur­ches aſſuming the title of the Churches of God; are actions that may in one reſpect or other, worke a prejudicate opinion of us, in any jury that at this day may or can be found.
So as I cannot but exceedingly prefer the ordinary way of proceedings (as of right is due to every Engliſh-man) in Criminall caſes by Juſtices of the Peace, which brings a man to a Triall in an ordinary way, without thoſe af­frightments and prejudgings which ſerve only to diſtract the underſtanding, and bias Juſtice, and to the hazarding of mens lives in an unreaſonable manner, which is a conſideration not unworthy the laying to heart of every pa [...]aicul [...]r perſon in this Nation; for what is done to us now, may be done to every perſon at any time at pleaſure.
Nevertheleſſe, neither I nor my partners in ſuffering are any whit doubtfull of a full and clear Vindication, upon a legall triall; for in my obſervation of trials I have generally found, Juries and Jury-men to be full of conſcience, care, and circumſpection, and tenderneſſe in caſes of life and death▪ and I have read very remarkable paſſages in our Hiſtories; amongſt which the Caſe and Triall of Thro [...]kmorton, in Queen Maries time is moſt remarkeable: the con­ſciences of the Jury being proof againſt the opinion of the Judges, the  [...]he [...]orick of the Coun [...]il who were great and Learned, nay againſt the threats of the Court, which then was abſolute in power and tyranny, and quit the Gentleman, like true-hearted, wel-reſolved Engliſh-men, that valued their conſci­ences above their lives; and I cannot think but theſe times, will afford as much good conſcience, as that time of groſſe ignorance and ſuperſtition did: and the liberty of exception againſt ſo many perſons returned for Jury-men, is ſo mighty a guard againſt partaking, that I cannot doubt the iſſue.
Beſides ſince in Col. Martin's Caſe, a worthy Member of Parliament, it is cl [...]ar that Parliaments have been miſtaken in ſuch cenſures, as appears by hi [...]  [...]eſ [...]auration, and razing all matters concerning his Sentence out of the Houſe Book: And ſince the Parliament revoked their Declaration againſt the Soul­diers P [...]titioning in the beginning of the year, 1647. as having been miſta­ken therein: ſince they have ſo often impriſoned Mr Lilburn my fellow Priſo­ner, and ſome others, and have after found themſelves miſtaken; yea ſince ſome of theſe Gentlemen who now approve of the way of an Agreement of the People, as the only way to give reſt to the Nation; about a year ſince Voted it [Page] deſtructive to Parliaments, and to the very being of all Governments, impri­ſoning divers for appearing in behalf thereof.
I am ſomewhat hopefull, that a Jury will not much be ſwaied by ſuch their ſudden proceedings towards us; as not perfectly knowing, but that they may alſo have been miſtaken concerning us now; for it was never yet known, that Mr Lilburn, or I, or any of us, ever yet had a hand in any baſe, unworthy, dan­gerous buſineſſe▪ though ſometimes upon haſty apprehenſions and jealouſies of wea [...] people, we have been ſo rendred: But (be this buſineſſe what it wil) I do not know why I ſhould be ſuſpected in the leaſt, and can never ſufficiently won­der at this their dealing towards me.
And as for any great hurt the Paſtors of the ſeven Churches are like to do, by their petitioning againſt us, though their intentions were very bad and vile, yet conſidering how few of their honeſt members approve thereof, and that the high eſteem of the Church-way is a moſt wo [...] out, being not made (as the Churches we reade of in Scriptures) of everlaſting, but fading matter; as the Book, entituled, The vanity of the preſent Churches, doth fully demonſtrate: a little conſideration of theſe things by any Jury, will eaſily prevent the worſt they intended: Wherein alſo, poſſibly, they may deſerve ſome excuſe, as being (probably) miſ-led thereto by the ſame politique councels, as drew them in, to▪ petition for a Perſonall Treaty: Such as theſe being fit inſtruments for Politi­cians; as in the former part of this Diſcourſe is evinced.
But,  [...]e it as it may, if I be ſtill thought ſo unworthy as to deſerve a proſecu­tion, a fair legall triall by twelve ſworn men of the neighbourhood, in the or­dinary Courts of Juſtice, is all I deſire (as being ever more willing to put my ſelf upon my Country, then on the Court, or any the like Prorogative way) and have exceeding cauſe to rejoyce in the ſincere affection of a multitude of Friends, who out of an aſſured confidence of our integrity, and ſenſible of the hard meaſure we have found, and of the prejudice our preſent impriſonment might bring upon us, did immediately beſtir themſelves, and preſented a Peti­tion for our preſent enlargement with a ſpeedy legall triall: whoſe care and tender reſpects towards us, we ſhall ever thankfully acknowledge: But the ſe­ven Churches were got before the [...], and had ſo much reſpect, that our Friends found none at all; but what remedy but patience? all things have their ſeaſon, and what one day denies, another gives▪
And ſo I could willingly conclude, but that I ſhall ſtay a little to take in ſome more aſperſions, which are brought in apace ſtill, and I would willingly diſpatch them.
I and my fellow priſoners are now abuſed, and that upon the Exchange, by the mouths of very godly people; ſo it muſt run, That ſay, all our buſtlings are, becauſe we are not put into ſome Offices of profit and Authority, and if we were once in power, we would be very Tyrants: But pray, Sirs, you that are at this  [...]ooſeneſſe of conſ [...]ience, why produce you not the Petitions we preſen­ted to your Patrons? Why tell you not the time and place, where we ſolici­ted for any advantage  [...]o our ſelves? But allow we had done ſo, with what fac [...]s can you reprove us? For ſhame pluck out the beams out of your own eies, you that have turned all things upſide down for no other end, and run continually to and fro to furniſh your ſelves and Friends, thruſting whole families out to ſeek their bread, to make room for you.
[Page]
And how appears it, that if we were in any power and Authority we would, be very Tyrants? We never ſought for any, and that's ſome good ſign; thoſe who do, ſeldom uſing it to the good of the publique: And for ought is ſeen, we might ha [...]e had a large ſhare if we would have ſought it; but account it a ſure rule, that into Muſe as they uſe: So generally true is it, that the Aſperſer is really guilty of what he forgeth againſt another: And that this may appear, let all impartiall people but look about them, and conſider what and who they are, that ſeek moſt after offices and power, and how they uſe them when they have them; and then ſay, whether thoſe that aſperſe us, or we who are aſperſed, do moſt deſerve this imputation.
Nay, we find by experience, that we are reproacht ſcarce by any, but ſuch as are engaged in one kind of corrupt intereſt or other; either he hath two or three offices or truſts upon him, by which he is enriched and made powerfull; o [...] he hath an office in the exciſe, or cuſtoms; or is of ſome monopolizing com­pany; or intereſſed in the corruption of the laws; or is an encloſer of fe [...]s, or other commons; or hath charge of publique monies in his hands, for which he would not willingly be accomptable; or hath kept ſome truſt, authority or command in hand longer then commiſſion and time intended or being in power, hath done ſomething that cannot well be anſwered; or that hath money upon uſury in the exciſe; or that makes title of tythes, and the like burthenous grievances; or elſe ſuch as have changed their principles vvith their condition; and of pleaders for liberty of Conſcience, vvhil'ſt they vvere under reſtraint, and novv become pe [...]ecuters, ſo ſoon as they are freed from diſturbance; or ſome that have been projectors, ſtill fearing an after-reckoning; or that have received gifts, or purchaſed the publique lands at undervalues.
And vve heartily vviſh, that all ingenuous people vvould but enquire into the intereſt of every one they hear aſperſe us; the vvhich if they clearly do, it's ten to one the greateſt number of them by far, vvill prove to belong to ſome of thoſe corrupt intereſts forenamed; and vve deſire all men to mark this in all places: And the reaſon is evident, namely, becauſe they are jealous (our hands being knovvn to be clear from all thoſe things) that by our, and our Friend [...] means, in behalf of the common good, firſt or laſt, they ſhall be accomptable; and if thoſe vvho hear any of theſe exclaiming againſt us, vvould but tre [...] their co [...]pt intereſts a little upon the  [...]o [...] vvhere the ſhoe pinches, they might ſoon have reaſon of them, and they vvill be glad to be ſilent: and this is a medicine for a  [...]oul mouth, I have often uſed very profitably.
And novv comes one that tels me, it's reported by a very godly man, that I am a man of a moſt diſſolute life, it being common vvith me to play at Cards on the Lord's day; there is indeed no end of lying and backbiting; nor ſhame in impudence, or ſuch palpable impoſtors could never be beleived; and I am per­ſvvaded the Inventers vvould give a good deal of money I vvere indeed addicted to ſpend my time in gaming, drinking or looſneſſe; from vvhich I praiſe God,  [...]e hath alvvaies preſerved me, and hath ſo inclined my mind and diſpoſition, as that it takes pleaſure in nothing but vvhat is truly good and virtuous; the moſt of my recreation being a good Book, or an honeſt and diſcourſing Friend: Other ſports and paſtimes that are lavvfull and moderate, though I allovv them vvell to yet I have uſed them as ſeldom my ſelf as any man, I think, hath done: But I [Page] ſee, ſlander will have its courſe; and that a good conſcience, and a corrupt in­tereſt can no more conſiſt in one  [...]nd the ſame perſon, then Chriſt and Belial.
And for a concluſion to all theſe ſcandals, it is impoſed upon us, that we are an unquiet, unſtaied people, that are not reſolved what will ſatisfie us; that we know not where to end, or what to fix a bottom upon—and truly this hath been alwaies the very language of thoſe, who would keep all power in their hands, and would never condeſcend to ſuch an iſſue as could ſatisfie▪ ſuch as would content themſelves with the leaſt meaſure of what might juſtly be called true freedom: But what ſort of men ever offered at, or diſcovered ſo rationall a way for men to come to ſo ſure a foundation for peace and freedom, as we have done and long inſiſted on, namely, by an Agreement of the People, and un­to which we all ſtand: As for the way, and as to the mat [...]er, we have been long ſince ſatisfied in our ſelves, but our willingneſſe t [...] obtain the patronage of ſome thereto, inſtead of fur [...]herance, procur'd its obſtruction: Becauſe we cannot ſubmit to things unreaſonable, and unſafe in an Agreement, ſhall any brand us, that we are reſtleſſe, and have no bottom? Certainly it had been time enough for ſuch an aſperſion,  [...]f there had been a joynt and free conſent to what was produc't and inſiſted on by others.
For till a bargain be made, both parties are free, and may  [...]aiſe the price, as occaſion invites; ſo hath it been in our caſe: At firſt, the little ſhort Agree­ment was by us thought ſufficient; and had that been eſtabliſht, we had reſted there: but that being baffled, as the burnt Petition had procured that Agree­ment, ſo the baffling of that uſher'd in, and occaſioned the fulneſſe, the large­neſſe of that Agreement which Mr Lilburn publiſht: and if that had been aſ [...]en­ted to, and eſtabliſhed, we had reſted then; and untill after contract, all com­plaints are unjuſt; and now if the baffling of this laſt, thorow further obſerva­tion and teachings of neceſſity; the next in motion ſhould exceed both the former in clearneſſe of freedom, and removall of all grievances: would it not rather be a good improvement of this time of ſuſpenſion, then deſerve the aſperſion of unſetledneſſe: We wiſh thoſe that upbraid u [...] of unſetledneſſe, would ſettle according to promiſe; and if after, we content not our ſelves, and ſtand to what is ſetled, then, and not before, let us be thus aſperſt: God knows, how exceedingly we long to ſee this Nation out of danger, miſery, and poverty it is like to run into through loſſe of trade, and by reaſon of the en­mity continued amongſt us, for want of ſuch a ſettlement as we deſire; and which are defects, if by ſome mens policies it had not been prevented, had been long ſince ſetled, as we verily believe, to the contentfull ſatisfaction of all ſor [...]s of people, and to the reſtoring of that peace, amity, love and friendſhip, which hath been too to long abſent from us; and untill which be reſtored, this Na­tion will never flouriſh with that plenty of trade and commerce, which alone can produce the happineſſe and proſperity of this impoveriſhed and waſted Nation.
Laſtly (yet I am out of hope it will be the laſt, for I ſee no end of this e­ver-flowing fountain) I am accuſed to have ſaid, I never would petition the Parliament, if I thought they would grant what I petitioned for; which, I pro­feſſe, is moſt falſe and abſurd; for I never had any hand in any Petition, but I deſired withall my heart it might be granted; and a [...] perſwaded, if thoſe I and [Page] my Friends have preſented, had been granted, it had been much better with the Common-wealth then now it is; for we have been ever watchfull for the good of England, though now we are requited with a priſon and aſperſions for our labour: and if the preſen [...] time ſhould be ſo froward as to reject the lig [...] we bring, yet our comfort is, that our principles are of a growing nature, as ha­ving the power of truth in them: ſo that we cannot doubt, but England will be the better for our motions and endeavours to all generations.
I little thought when I began this work, that it would have drawn me out to ſuch a length, much beyond my diſpoſition; but if I can avoid it, I ſhall make amends, and never trouble the world any more in this kind: Nor had I done thus much, but that through my eaſily pierced ſides, they wounded the cauſe, I ſhall promote whil'ſt I have breath; they wound the reputation of the Family whereof I am; and may too much wound with grief my dear and ancient Mo­ther, whom I have the greateſt cauſe to love; my Wife and Children alſo are deeply wounded in my reproaches, whom I value ten-fold above my life; and upon whom, whenſoever I ſhall leave the world, I would leave no blemiſh: Nor ſhould I, could my heart be truly underſtood; for how exceedingly ſhort ſoe­ver I may come of doing my duty in all caſes, yet are my deſires, inclinations, and intentions, as reall to the publique, as free from baſeneſſe in my particular walkings and occaſions; as the corrupt Fountain of Slander is full of malice, treachery and impudence.
Nor could I, as the caſe is now with me (this reſtraint being very much to my prejudice) bear up my ſpirit with that contentedneſſe, I bleſſe God, I do; were it not for the integrity of my Conſcience towards all men: And whereas long ſince I had concluded it for a moſt excellent truth, my experience now tels me, that affliction is ten thouſand times better then ſin; and that the inno­cent have more chearfulneſſe in a Dungeon, then corrupt and wicked men have, though they are cloathed in Purple, and fare deliciouſly every day.
This Diſcourſe being thus far furniſhed immediately after I came into priſon, I did forbear to print it, becauſe of its largeneſſe, far exceeding my inclination;  [...]nd was much better ſatisfied to fall in with my partners in ſufferings, in pub­liſhing our joynt manifeſtation of the 4th of April, 1649. wherein we concei­ved, we had given full ſatisfaction to all men, and ſtopt the mouth of ſlander it ſelf; and after that, according to our promiſe therein, having upon the firſt of May, 1649. publiſhed an Agreement of the People, to take off that ſcandall then upon us, that we would reſt or bottom no where: As my three partners did, ſo did I judge my writing work at end, as not knowing or conceiving that any thing remained in objection againſt me, that was not either expreſly or impliedly cleared and reſolved.
And thereupon began to take ſome more content, that I had not publiſhed this Diſcourſe: When lo, on a ſudden, juſt as I was to be made a cloſe Priſo­ner, there belches out from the corrupt Fountain of Slander, ſuch a foggy miſt of lies, invectives and ſlanders, as would have choa [...] any but the ſpawn of envy and malice to have uttered them: But that venome which deſtroyes men, I ſee▪ is the life-bloud of ſuch ingratefull ſerpents, as now for former kindneſſes, watch this time of  [...]y affliction, to choak me with their peſtilentiall breath.
But, I bleſſe God, I am proof againſt it, I have a certain antidote they are not [Page] acquainted withall, that publiſhed Walwyn's Wyles; it's called, a good Conſci­ence; which tels me, if that Book had been named by its true Father, the Fa­ther of lies, it would have been entituled (for he ſometimes ſpeaks truth) Lies of Walwyn: But it finds nothing in me, whereof to condemn my ſelf; and why then I ſhould take ſo much pains as to anſwer them, I cannot yet reſolve: eſpe­cially conſidering my cauſleſſe cloſe impriſonment, hath ſomewhat weakned me [...] and poſſibly, being ſo fully known as I am, and being now thus reſtrained, ſome may wiſh me ſo well, as to write in my vindication; if not, poſſibly I may do it my ſelf.
In the mean time, the ingenuous Reader of this will be indifferently well prepared to a right underſtanding, whence all this filthy matter proceedeth;  [...] being evident by what hath been written, that the Politicians of this world are Sata [...]'s chief Agents, by whom all diſcords and di [...]ntions amongſt men are be­got and nouriſhed: and that the Politicians chief Agent is his tongue, where­with in an evil ſenſe, and to an evil end, he ſpeaks to every man in his own lan­guage, applie [...] himſelf to every man's corrupt humour and intereſt, by it he be­comes all things to all men, that by all means he might deceive ſome.
And whom by ſlattery and deluſion he gains not, by ſlander he labours to de­ſtroy; his brain is the forge of miſchief, the Fountain of Slander, and his tongue ſet on fire of hel (as Saint James ſpeaks)
Yet his words are cool as the dew, ſmooth as oyl, and ſweet as the pureſt ho­ney, weeps and kils, ſmiles and ſ [...]obs, praieth, faſteth, and ſometimes preacheth to betray, ſhrouds himſelf under the  [...]eſt  [...] of Religion, takes on him the moſt zealous form of godlineſſe, and in this ſhape ſecurely caſts his nets to catch plain-meaning people.
Such as himſelf are  [...]is aſſociates; for without confede [...]acy, much cannot be effected; and ſuperſtitious people, and their Idolaters, upon whoſe ignorant zeal they work, and by whom (as by men religious, not prop [...]an [...]) they diſperſe and ſend abroad their reproaches and  [...]ders without ſuſpicion.
Yet as godly as they appear, and as cloſe as they keep, if you but once t [...]ke the boldneſſe to ſuſpect them, they are diſcovered; for as their Father is ſaid not to be able to hide his cloven foot, ſo neither can theſe hide their double dealing: do but never ſo little watch them, and you ſhall find they are made up of Contradictions:
Very Religious in ſhew, but very covetous in deed, given to uſury and oppreſ­ſive gain, can poſſeſſe the worlds goods in abundance, yet ſuffer their Brethren to lack neceſſaries, yea, to lie and ſtarve in priſons through penur▪ and hunger: they can be clothed, as in purple, and fare deliciouſly every day, but poor Jo­ſeph's and Lazarus's tears and cries are deſpiſed by them: Seemingly humble, but upon advantage, none more violent, imperious, inhumane or bloud-thirſty then they: obſtructers of juſtice, and all good things, neither doing it them­ſelves, nor permitting others.
In a word, obſerve them well, and you ſhall ſee Chriſt and Belial, God and Mammon in one and the ſame perſon; Chriſt in ſhew, the other in reality:—Men they are, that have no ties or bonds upon them, letting themſelves looſe to lying, diſſimulation, ſlandering, backbiting, and all kinds of circumven­tion; God, Conſcience, Religion, Reaſon, Virtue, are but meer tearms and no­tions [Page] in them, ſerving them to no other purpoſe, but to deceive the more effe­ctually: And to ſpeak them all at once, they are the moſt ingratefull men in the world.
Their principall work is to make proſelytes, to corrupt the beſt parted, and moſt able Wits to take part with them; ſhewing them all the glories of the world, if they will fall down and worſhip them; and if they can but get them to embrace any corrupt way of living, or but plant them in any corrupt intereſt, they are theirs for ever, and muſt not ſtop at any wickedneſſe; baits which have taken too many precious ſpirits in theſe warping times.
And if this Diſcourſe of mine ſerve but ſomewhat to warn all well-meaning people, ſo as to beware of this kind of men, or rather Monſters; I ſhall ha [...]e the utmoſt benefit I expect therein; praying God to bleſſe all my weak indea­vours and ſufferings to the information of men, and good of the Nation.
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The Printer to the Reader.
Mend the Printer's faults, as thou doeſt them eſpy,
For the Author lies in Goal, but knows not why.
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