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By R. W. Miniſter of the Goſpel and ſometime Preacher at Tamerton-Foliot, in the County of Devon.
Gen. 17.7. I will eſtabliſh my Covenant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee in their generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be a God to thee and to thy ſeed after thee.
2. Cor 5 2 [...]. He hath made him to be ſin for us who knew no ſin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him.
Coloſ. 3.11. Chriſt is all.
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To the Vertuous and Pious, my beloved, honoured friend Mrs. ELIZABETH CALMADY, Wife to the Worſhip. Wor­thy, and much honoured Joſias Calmady, of Lang­don, in the Pariſh of Wen­burie, and County of De­von, Eſquire.
Grace, Peace and comfort and all Covenant bleſſings be multiplied with, and through Chriſt Jeſus.
[Page]
[Page]
Much Honoured, and be­loved in the Lord,

SƲch as I have, I give, had I any thing of more worth, [Page]to preſent you with, you ſhould have it, the beſt is due: and I deſire to be honeſt.
Poore Miniſters have no­thing elce, wherewith to re­quite their obliging friends, but prayers and Books.
But why ſay I nothing elce: This, as it is an honeſt requital, ſo, may be a meet compenſation, Prayers aſcend, and mercies deſcend upon him that prayeth and upon thoſe that are prayed for, the prayer of Faith can do much with God, fetching bleſſings from Heaven, Prayer (ſaith one) is the Chriſtians hand,Oratio juſti clavis caeli, aſcendit precatio, & deſcendit Dei miſera­tio. that reacheth to Heaven, and taketh every good thing out of God's Treaſurie: The effectual fervent Pray­er [Page]of a righteous man availeth much.Jam. 5.16
Now any Grace-gift from God, or bleſſing of his love, any Spiritual gift obtained by prayer is incomparably better then any thing that man hath to give, ſo that a poor Chriſtian who hath an intereſt in God, and acquaintance with him may be ſo far beneficial to his greateſt benefactours, as to ob­lige t [...]em.
Books there are in this Scrib­ling age, many (more then a good many,) ſome filthie, ſome frothie, and frivolous; ſome Heterodox and pernicious, others, (how [...]v [...]r Orthodox, yet) rather w [...]r [...]ie then wor­thie: thoug [...] there are (bleſ­ſed [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]he God) not a few, of great worth, and excellent uſeful of precious matter well clothed with words, ſet forth in a handſome dreſs, fitted for Edi­fication, and for laudable, ho­ly inſinuation, to get within the Reader, for the convey­ing light into the underſtand­ing, and Spiritual life, and Heavenly heate into the heart and affections, prepared, and publiſhed, by men of much learning and piety.
Now a good Book may (if good uſe be made of it) prove a good gift indeed, and of greater advantage than a great bag of gold.
The prayers of many (I doubt not) as well as mine, an [Page]ſent up to heaven for you; (The good God receive them, and anſwer them with a gra­cious and plentiful return of bleſſings upon your heart and head.)
This little Book is (I hope I may ſay) ſent from heaven to you, by the hand of an un­worthy ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, in the work of the Goſpel.
Bookes (no doubt) you have many, and thoſe good, yet this little one, added to the reſt, may not make your ſtore to be more than enough; and (for ought I know) it may be as ſu­table, as uſeful; and through divine grace as beneficial to you, as any other.
[Page]
The Wind bloweth where i [...] ­liſieth, the Spirit of God com­pared to the Wind hath his in­fluence according to his own choice of means, chuſing ſome­times to blow in an oaten Pipe refuſing a ſilver Trumpet, tha [...] the efficacy of the blaſt may b [...] aſcribed to him, and not at­tributed to the inſtrument tha [...] he makes uſe of.
The Lord accompany this Ink-work of mine, with the powerful working of his own ſpirit, to a great encreaſe o [...] ſpiritual light, and life, an [...] ſtrength, and warmth i [...] your ſoul, and to your eſtab­liſhment in Chriſt, and to the furtherance of your joy o [...] faith.
[Page]
Receive this gift from God hank fully, accept (I pray you) this labour of love, and  [...]rvice of debt, favourably from
Your oblidg­ed, devoted friend and ſervant, ROBERT WYNE.
 Eaſtlake in De­von. Aug. 24 1670.



God's Covenant [OURS.]
[Page]
[Page]
HEB. 6. v. 17, 18.Wherein God willing more a­hundantly to ſhew to the Heirs of Promiſe the immu­tability of his Counſel,Text. con­firmed it by an Oath:
 That by two immutable things, wherein it was impoſſible for God to lye, we might have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet before us.


THe Author of this Epiſtle,Connecti­on. (the Apoſtle Paul) having in the latter end of the former Chapter ſharply reproved the He­brew; [Page]for their childiſh ignorance, doth in the beginning of this Chapter exhort them to an en­creaſe of knowledge, and to ſted­faſtneſs in the Faith, and to fruit­fulneſs in their Profeſſion, and to a ſtriving up to a full aſſurance of hope in a due exerciſe of Faith and Patience; propounding to them for their imitation, the example of their Forefathers, and aſſerting for their encouragement, the in­fallibility of God's Promiſe; ſo that there is not only a poſſibility, or probability, but a certainty of obtaining, if they be not ſlothful, but followers of them, who through Faith and Patience inhe­rit the Promiſes.
Then he urgeth a ſpecial exam­ple of Abraham, ſhewing
1 What God did for, and t [...] Abraham; (he made him a Pro­miſe, and confirmed it with a [...] Oath.)
2 What Abraham did with re­ſpect to God's confirmed Promiſe and what he found thereupon (he pati [...]ntly endured, and the [...] [Page]he inherited the Promiſe.)
Now in urging this great ex­ample of Abraham to enforce his Exhortation, he intimateth, that if they do as Abraham did, they ſhall find what Abraham found, and tells them, that they have the ſame aſſurance that Abraham had, [...]. viz. God's Word, and his Oath; Theſe are the two immutable things wherein it is impoſſible for God to lye.
And now in my Text this is evidently carried, that the con­firmation of the Covenant to A­braham, was intended not for him only, but for all Believers, as Heirs with him of the ſame Promiſe; and that God gave the Promiſe to them, and ſware to them in pro­miſing, and ſwearing to Abraham, that ſo by giving them his Word and Oath
1 He might ſhew the immuta­bility of his counſel or purpoſe.
2 We might have ſtrong con­ſolation: [We, who have ſted for refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet be­fore us] i. e. on Chriſt, or on Life [Page]Eternal, the object of our hope, (this is a metaphorical deſcripti­on, or a paraphraſe of Believers) ſo that this point lies clear in the Text.
God's Covenant confirmed to Abraham, Doctr.  is confirmed to all Be­lievers to the Worlds end, (to all Abraham's Seed throughout their Generations.
This Doctrine is clearly offered from the Text, for if the pro­miſe made to Abraham were not intended for, and belonging to Believers in after Generations, then the confirmation of it to A­braham had not tended to the con­ſolation of New-Teſtament Be­lievers, as here this is expreſſed to be the end of God's Oath to A­braham, that we might have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for re­fuge, &c. (this is (as I ſaid) a de­ſcription or paraphraſe of Belie­vers.)
Now with reſpect to the Do­ctrine in proſecution of it: Firſt, I ſhall hint ſomething explicato­rily: Secondly, I ſhall prove the [Page]point: Thirdly, I ſhall make ſome improvement of it by applicati­on.
By way of explication,Explicati­on. I ſhall ſhew 
	1 What the Covenant is.
	2 How it is confirmed.
	3 Who are Believers to whom it is confirmed, who are Abra­ham's Seed, to whoſe conſolation the confirmation of the Covenant tendeth.

1 What this Co­venant is. 
	Its kind.The Cove­nant; what.

	Its ſubſtance.

1 As to the kind of it,Its kind. it is  [...], a Teſtament, or Teſtamental Covenant; wherein Legacies of Grace are bequeathed, wherein good things are freely given by God in and through Jeſus Chriſt unto his people: It is called in Scripture, the Covenant of Pro­miſe, Gods Covenant of Peace, the Covenant of Gods love, a Co­venant of Grace; it is a Covenant or Promiſe founded in Chriſt the Mediator, and a Teſtament that is put in force by the death of Chriſt the Teſtator; and this Teſtament [Page]or Covenant is an unchangeable diſpenſation, an everlaſting Cove­nant.
Its ſub­ſtance.2. As to the ſubſtance of the Covenant, it is diverſly expreſſed in Scripture, in the ſundry bran­ches or particular promiſes; but we have a very full account of it in few words, Geneſ. 17. where we find, that God's Promiſe or Cove­nant eſtabliſhed with Abraham, and his Seed after him in their Ge­nerations, is this, That he will be a God to him, and to his Seed after him for ever. The expreſſion is ſhort, but very full and compre­henſive, there could not be any thing more put into the Cove­nant, for nothing is excluded where God is included: Here is a promiſe of bleſſings Spiritual, Temporal, and Eternal. This ſhort expreſſion carries in it all the Covenant of Promiſe, which God gave from the firſt man to the ma­nifeſtation of Chriſt; it is (as one ſaith) the Epitome or ſum of the whole Goſpel; it is God's pro­miſe of pardon and peace, of righ­teouſneſs [Page]and life, of Juſtification, and Sanctification, and Salvation, of all grace and bleſſing here and hereafter. This is the ſubſtance of the Covenant, and it is ſubſtantial indeed, hath ſubſtance enough in it.
How is this Covenant confirm­ed?
Covenant confirmed, how?It is confirmed by Gods Word, and Oath, and Seals, and by the Death of Chriſt.
1 We have God's Word, his written Word, to ſhew for it; he hath given it us under his hand in many places of Scripture.
2 There is God's Oath for the confirmation of the Covenant; his Oath to Chriſt, The Lord ſware, Heb. 7.21. and will not repent, thou art a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeek. The ſenſe or mean­ing of that Scripture is this, God ſware to Chriſt that his Prieſthood ſhould be for ever available and effectual for the ſalvation of ſin­ners; that he would juſtifie, and bleſs, and ſave ſinners through him (according to the Covenant [Page]of Promiſe) accepting his Sacri­fice for them; and there is God's Oath to Believers,Heb. 6.13, 14, 17. in this Chapter as in the Text, ſo in the thirteenth and fourteenth verſes.
3 This Covenant is confirmed by God's Seals, both external and internal; external the Sacra­ments; Circumciſion is called ( [...]) the Seal of the righteouſneſs of Faith,Rom. 4.11. which is the great promiſe of the Covenant of Grace, and is Synec­dochically put for the whole Co­venant. The internal Seal is the Spirit, perſwading and aſſuring our hearts of the truth of the pro­miſe, and of our intereſt in it.
4 The Covenant is confirmed by the Death of Chriſt: He was appointed to be the Mediator of the Covenant, to mediate as a Surety, and he hath mediated by Bloud, hath fulfilled the Law of a Redeemer, and fully anſwered his engagement of Suretiſhip; ſo that God cannot now in Juſtice with­hold any thing that he hath pro­miſed to give, nor refuſe to do [Page]any thing which he hath promi­ſed to do upon Chriſt his dying.
Chriſt having died according to that agreement betwixt his Fa­ther and him, is to be ſatisfied for his dying, as well as by his death he hath ſatisfied his Father; now nothing will ſatisfie Chriſt but to have the end of his death, which is, that they for whom he died be juſtified and ſaved;Iſai. 53.11. He ſhall ſee of the travel of his Soul, and ſhall be ſatisfied: So that Chriſt his death makes the Covenant ſure, without all queſtion, to be performed.
3 To whom is the Covenant confirmed? Our Doctrine ſaith,Covenant confirmed to whom? to all Believers, the Seed of Abra­ham.
Now, who are Believers inte­reſſed in the Covenant? to whoſe conſolation the confirmation of the Covenant tendeth? Why? they are all ſuch as have a true ju­ſtifying Faith,To belie­vers. who are called the ſeed of Abraham, (are his ſpiritual ſeed) ye are all the Children of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; Gal. 3.26. [...]9. and if ye be Chriſt's, then a [...] ye Abraham's [Page] ſeed, and Heirs according to the Promiſe: Rom. 4.16. Theref [...]r it is of Faith, (or through the righteouſneſs of Faith, as v. 13.) that it might be by Grace, to the end that the Promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, not to that only which is of the Law, but to that alſo which is of the Faith of Abraham, i. e. not only to the belie­ving circumciſed Jews, but alſo to the believing uncircumciſed Gentiles.
Now I ſhall ſhew you what Faith is, and how it is evidenced, that you may underſtand who are Believers, Abraham his ſeed inte­reſſed in the Promiſe (not to men­tion the divers acceptions of the word Faith, nor the ſeveral ſorts of Faith) it is a juſtifying Faith that we are ſpeaking of,Faith, what. the Faith of Gods Elect, which is ſubjected in the underſtanding, and in the will.
1 Faith in the underſtanding is a right apprehenſion and certain knowledge of its object, which is either general or ſpecial; general the whole Word of God; more ſpecial the promiſe of Grace, or [Page]the Goſpel-promiſe of Remiſſion, and Reconciliation, and Juſtificati­on, and Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus, or Chriſt put to death in the fleſh, and quickned by the Spirit, with all the benefits of his Death and Reſurrection. [...].
2 Faith in the heart and will, is a firm aſſent unto, and confi­dence and acquieſſence in the pro­miſes of the Goſpel, called a con­fident perſwaſion and aſſurance.
What hath been hitherto ſpoke of Faith, amounts to this ſhort de­finition; [It is a fiducial know­ledge of the promiſe of Grace through Chriſt Jeſus.]
I ſhall now ſhew you more di­ſtinctly in two or three particu­lars, what is carried in the noti­on of believing in Chriſt.
1 It implies a knowledge and acknowledgment of Chriſt, [...] appointed by God to be the Media­tor between God and Man, and a clear aſſent to all Goſpel Revelati­ons concerning him the Saviour of ſinners, touching his Perſon, and Natures, and Offices, and touch­ing [Page]his Mediatory tranſactions,  [...]nd touching the neceſſary and ſa­  [...]ing effects of his Mediation.
This knowledge and acknow­  [...]edgment are neceſſary and eſſenti­  [...]l unto Faith, there muſt be Faith doctrinal and aſſertive, as a foun­dation of that which is fiducial and applicative.
2 To believe in Jeſus Chriſt, implieth an utter denial of any o­ther Saviour or Saviours, Media­tor or Mediators, of any other way by which we may come unto God.
3 It is not only a knowledge and acknowledgment of, and aſ­ſent unto the Revelations of God concerning Chriſt the only Savi­our, but it carries in it a fiducial receiving of Chriſt offered to us in the Goſpel promiſe; this is forma­lis ratio fidei, the formality of true juſtifying Faith lies in this; there are theſe two things formally con­ſtitutive of ſuch a Faith.
1 An acceptation of Chriſt in the promiſe.
2 The Souls innitency or re­cumbency [Page]on Chriſt received.
This is truly and properly to believe on Jeſus Chriſt; and they who have ſuch a ſaith are true be­lievers, the ſeed of Abraham, and heirs of the Promiſe.
There is a carnal and a ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham.
Carnal Profeſſors that have not faith, or true grace, are the carnal ſeed; and ſuch as do not only pro­feſs faith and repentance, but are alſo real believers, and truly gra­cious, are the ſpiritual ſeed.
Now therefore that you may not be deceived in this great mat­ter, (as we are alas too apt to de­ceive our ſelves, and in danger to be deluded by Satan) that you may know whether you be believers, and may take comfort in the Do­ctrine which we are now hand­ling, I ſhall ho [...]d forth to you a few of the properties and effects of faith,Faith, low evidenced. which are evidential of the truth of it.
True faith is a purifier of the heart, and of the converſation; Purifying their hearts by faith: Acts 15.9. [Page]Faith purifieth as from the guilt  [...] ſin, by receiving Chriſt his right [...] ouſneſs, ſo from the filth an [...] power of ſin, by conflicting again [...] corruption, and by degrees in [...] ſtering it, and working it out;  [...] very one that hath this hope (whic [...] is a concomitant of faith,1 Joh. 3.3. and th [...] daughter of faith) purifieth himſelf, and the heart being purifie [...] the converſation will he ſuitable [...] Faith in the heart purifies it, an [...] reforms the life; he that trul [...] believes in Jeſus Chriſt, waſhe [...] his heart from wickedneſs, and  [...] careful to keep himſelf from th [...] defilements of ſin.
2 True faith is a living livel [...] active faith that diſcovereth it ſe [...] by action, ſetting the ſoul o [...] working, according to all the diſcoveries of the mind of Chriſt [...] and this it doth, becauſe it is a loving faith. True believers tha [...] by faith have taken in the love o [...] Chriſt, are carried out in love t [...] ſuch a loving Redeemer, who hath purchaſed them with his own precious blood, and are conſtraine [...] [Page]in themſelves to give themſelves up unto him, who gave himſelf for them; love ſets the ſoul on work to keep his Command­ments.
3 Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, acted on him, fetcheth virtue from him, to make the ſoul to grow in eve­ry grace, and encreaſe in all holi­neſs: Where Chriſt is made righ­teouſneſs to the ſoul, by imputati­on of God's part, and by Faith's application on the ſouls part, there he is alſo ſanctification by the in­fluence of his Spirit, or an ema­nation of grace which Faith draws from Chriſt, to whom the ſoul is united.
4 True faith acted on Jeſus Chriſt, carries on believers to con­feſs Chriſt, and to own his Inſtitu­tions, and to ſtick to him in doing their duty, againſt all diſcourage­ment by trouble and perſecution in the world, Satan hath deſired to have you, that he may ſift you, Luc. 22.32. as wheat is ſified; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, ſaith Chriſt to Peter; Peter's faith [Page]did not utterly fail, though it failed very much in the High-Prieſt [...] Hall, and fell (as I may ſay) into  [...] ſwoon; but certainly no fears o [...] dangers could have made Peter to deny Chriſt, had Faith been active and done its part: It was Faith that made Moſes to chuſe reproa­ches and perſecutions for Chriſt, rather than the glory of Egypt. Faith is our Victory, whereby we overcome the World, it being that which raiſeth the ſoul above all the hopes and fears of the World: See faith's working in Paul, and what power it had to carry him on thorow ſufferings for Chriſt: For the which cauſe alſo I ſuffer thoſe things; 2 T [...]m. 1.12 nevertheleſs I am not aſhamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am perſwaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him againſt that day.
5 True faith is a joy-creating grace: The Apoſtle prays for the Romans,Rom. 15.12. that they may be fill [...]d with all joy in believing: Joy is the Daughter of faith; when [Page]faith lays hold on remiſſion of ſins through the bloud of Chriſt, the ſoul muſt needs rejoyce in the Lord its Saviour, who hath deli­vered it from the guilt of ſin, and the curſe of the Law: Peace and Joy, in ſome degree, is an immedi­ate fruit and effect of true faith acted on Chriſt.
Thus I have finiſhed the expli­cation of the point, ſhewing what the Covenant is, and how it is confirmed, and to whom it is con­firmed.
I come now to prove our Do­ctrine [That God's Covenant of Grace is confirmed to all Belie­vers.Proof.]
You have ſeen the Poſition clearly grounded in the Text: See further proof;Gal. 3.29. If ye be Chriſt's (the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, as ver. 26. if ye be be­lievers) then are ye Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe: To Abraham and his ſeed were the promiſes made, Gal 3.16. he ſaith not, and to ſeeds, as of many, but as of one, and to thy ſeed, that is [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]Chriſt, viz. Chriſt complexive [...] taken, and in aggregation; Chri [...] in his Myſtical Body, as you ha [...] it expounded by the ſame Apoſt [...] 1 Cor. 12.12. So alſo is Chriſt;  [...] you read the whole verſe you wi [...] eaſily ſee, that here we muſt underſtand Chriſt myſtical, the Bod [...] of Chriſt his Church.
The promiſes are made, th [...] Covenant is confirmed to all tru [...] Believers the Members of Chriſt.
Now for application of the point;Applicat. Firſt, I ſhall draw up two or three inferences for informati­on; next, I ſhall give out ſome words of exhortation or counſel: Thirdly, I ſhall cloſe up all with a uſe of conſolation. Ʋſe 1
1 If the Covenant of Grace belong to Abraham's ſeed,Informa­tion. Infer. 1. and to them only, then there is no Uni­verſal Redemption; for Chriſt is the Mediator of the Covenant on­ly for thoſe who are within the Covenant: Surely he did not un­dertake to mediate by bloud, to die, that the Covenant might be made good to any but thoſe whom [Page]God had included in the Covenant of promiſe: The Covenant of God's mercy is not by virtue of Chriſt his mediation fulfilled to any without God's donation,Commenſu­rartur ope­ra Trinita­tis, Patris, in eligendo, filii in re­dimendo & Sp. S in converten­do. and beſide his intention, but God hath given the Covenant of his love only to a certain ſeed; therefore Redemption by Chriſt (which is clearly the great fruit and effect of Chriſt his mediation) belongs not to all, but only to a certain ſeed, God hath indeed given all things unto Chriſt, but not ſo as he hath given his choſen to him;Joh. 17.2. Thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to all them whom thou haſt given him. There is a world of men to be conſidered in contradiſtinction to thoſe whom God hath given un­to Chriſt to be ſaved by him; I pray not for the World, ſaith Chriſt, Joh. 17.9. but for them which thou haſt given me. (Surely Chriſt did not die for thoſe for whom he would not pray.
And whereas the benefits of Chriſt his death, are either more [Page]common,Permortem Chriſti, ad omnes ali­qua bona, ad aliquos (electos ſcaroſque ſolos) omnia bona per veniunt. or elſe more ſpecial a [...] ſaving; it is not to be denied, b [...] there are ſome benefits of Chri [...] death, in which any man may ha [...] a ſhare, but we grant not to eve [...] man a ſaving advantage by i [...] Chriſt died not for the redemptio [...] of all; we may, and do gran [...] that Chriſt died for all ſufficientl [...] but not for all efficaciouſly: The [...] was merit enough in the Death  [...] Chriſt, his bloud was a ſufficien [...] price for the redemption of all  [...] but as to the counſel and purpoſe [...] of God, intending and appointing Chriſt a Redeemer, and the death of Chriſt for redemption, and in regard of the real effect and fruit of Chriſt his death; ſo we deny the univerſal claim to it, the ſa­ving benefit of it is not extended to all.
But it may not be amiſs (by the way) to anſwer an objection or two againſt this great truth infer­red from our Doctrine.
Object. It is ſaid expreſly, Object. 1 1 Tim. 2.6. That Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſome for all.
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Anſ. 1.Sol.  [...]adem e [...]e­ctionis per­ſonalis, & redemptio­nis efficacis peripheria. Either it is to be under­  [...]ood of the univerſality of God's  [...]lect; for all God's choſen and  [...]venanted ones he gave himſelf;  [...]r)
2 By [all] we are to under­  [...]and not every individual perſon,  [...]t every ſort or rank of men, as  [...] is to be underſtood in ver. 1. and  [...] where it is ſaid, that pray­  [...]s and ſupplications muſt be made  [...]r all men; and that God will  [...]ave all to be ſaved. This is the  [...]poſtle's meaning, that God will  [...]ve ſome of all kinds and all ranks  [...]f men, and therefore his will is,  [...]hat prayers be put up for all ſorts;  [...]nd thus v 6. he ſaith, That Chriſt  [...]ave himſelf a r [...]nſ me for all. (or)
3 Chriſt gave himſ [...]lf a ranſome  [...]r all, i.e. he paid a price ſuffici­  [...]nt for the redemption of all;  [...]or)
4 It may be ſaid, that Chriſt is  [...]n ſome ſenſe a ranſome for all,  [...]ut not in that ſp [...]ial ſenſe, as he  [...]s a ranſome for hi [...] people, (as a very able godly Divine makes out  [...]he difference) H [...] hath brought o­thers[Page]under the conditional Goſ [...] Covenant, that they ſhall be ſav [...] by his death if they will believe  [...] but he hath brought the children promiſe under the abſolute Goſ [...] Covenant, purchaſing for them  [...] condition of their receiving this bl [...] ſing, viz. the grace of Faith,  [...] the power to believe, as well as  [...] bleſſing promiſed, which is ſal [...] tion.
Chriſt is ſaid to be the Saviour  [...] all men, Object. 2 1 Tim. 4.10. eſpecially of them that b [...] lieve.
This Text I conceive is fitly i [...] terpreted to be underſtood of G [...] his providence in preſerving a [...] and providing for all,Sol. yet with i [...] timation of a ſpecial peculiar r [...] ſpect that God hath to believe [...] even in temporal ſalvations, an [...] common preſervations, and eſp [...] cially that God ſave them likewi [...] with an eternal ſalvation. Th [...] context gives this ſenſe; for  [...] had ſaid before, that godlineſs ha [...] the promiſes of the life which no [...] is, and of that which is to come  [...] God's providence reacheth to a [...] [Page]men in outward preſervation, but  [...]he promiſe of Eternal Salvation  [...]s to believers.
And as for all ſuch Texts as ſpeak of Chriſt his ſuffering for all, and his dying for all, doubt­leſs they are to be underſtood (ac­cording to the School diſtinction) of the ſufficiency of Chriſt's death, and not of the efficiency or effica­cy of it.
Well, here is the buſineſs, the Doctrine that we are proſecuting, overthrows that Aſſertion of Uni­verſal Redemption; for it cannot be thought, that by virtue of Chriſt's Death any ſhould have the benefit of the Covenant of Grace unto whom God did not intend it, or that he intended it to any beſides thoſe whom the Scriptures ſpeaks to be the ſubjects of the Covenant, or within the compaſs of it; ſo that the Cove­nant not being made of God to all, but only to a certain ſeed, it follows, that Redemption by Chriſt, which (being taken largely and according to the extent of it) [Page]is all ſpiritual grace and bleſſin [...] both in this world, and in th [...] world to come; (and ſo is th [...] whole matter of the Covenant  [...] it follows I ſay, that this belonge [...] not to all, but only to a certai [...] ſeed.
This firſt great truth inferre [...] from our Doctrine, is a point o [...] ſuch conſequence, that I though [...] fit to inſiſt a while on the vindication of it; and now I conclud [...] this with Auguſtine his plain de­termination and confident Aſſer­tion; Omnis qui Chriſti ſanguin [...] redemptus eſt, homo eſt; non autem omnis qui homo eſt, Chriſti-ſanguin [...] redemptus eſt.
I come to a ſecond inference.
2 If the Covenant confirmed to us be the ſame which was made to Abraham, Infer. 2. and by oath con­firmed to him, then there is but one Covenant in ſubſtance, which runs thorow the Book of God, ſince the fall of Adam: Peter ſaith to the Jews,Acts 3.25. Ye are the chil­dren of the Covenant which God made with Abraham. There is but [Page]one grand Covenant of promiſe given by God from the firſt man, to the manifeſtation of Chriſt, which is held forth to us under the Goſpel, and ſhall continue with­out alteration.
This is held forth to us in Pſalm 105.Pſa. 105 v. 8, 9, 10, 11. He remembred his Covenant for ever, his Word which he commanded to a thouſand Gene­rations; which Covenant he made with Abraham, and his Oath unto Iſaac, ſaying, Ʋnto thee will I  [...]ive the Land of Canaan for an e­verlaſting inheritance.
This promiſe concerning the Land of Canaan (which may, as I think, with more colour than any other clauſe of the Covenant, be queſtioned whether it belong to the New-Teſtament) is ſaid to be a Covenant for ever, a word commanded for a thouſand Gene­rations, and for all everlaſting in­heritance or poſſeſſion.
This muſt needs extend to the times of the Goſpel, and by Ca­naan promiſed for an everlaſting poſſeſſion to Abraham's ſeed, we [Page]muſt underſtand all that of which Canaan and the good things there­of were a Type, viz. all the bleſ­ſings of the New Teſtament Church, and of heaven it ſelf.
There is an oneneſs or ſameneſs of God's Covenant given to A­braham and Believers in the Old Teſtament, and to Abraham's ſeed, believers in the New Teſta­ment; and though we read of a Firſt Teſtament,Heb. 9.18. as implying a ſe­cond; and of a New Covenant, as ſtanding in oppoſition to an old one;Heb. 13.24 yet this truth inferred from our Doctrine is not hereby ſhaken, for there is a various acception of the term Covenant, ſometimes it is taken for the Covenant it ſelf, and ſometimes for the diſpenſati­on of the Covenant: Now we have not in the forequoted Texts, Teſtament oppoſed to Teſtament, but one diſpenſation is ſet againſt another, in reſpect of the diffe­rent diſpenſation or adminiſtrati­on the ſame Covenant is called Old and New.
3 If the Covenant confirmedInfer. 3. [Page]to Abraham be confirmed to A­braham's ſeed, to all his ſeed, and only to his ſeed, then the Seals of the Covenant appertain to this ſeed, and are limited to this ſeed, and belong in an extenſion to all this ſeed: The Seal is nothing without the Covenant, but toge­ther with the Covenant it is of great importance and neceſſary uſe, to confirm and enſure the Co­venant where it is given: You know the uſe of a Seal in Cove­nants among men; when a Bar­gain, Grant or Covenant is made without fraud, and truly drawn up in writing, and ſigned and ſcal­ed, we account it ſure; and the Seal for aſſurance goes along with that which is to be aſſured, and is nothing worth ſeparated from the written contract or Covenant, and will do no good to him that hath nothing elſe to ſhew.
Now by the Seals of the Cove­nant of Grace, I underſtand the New Teſtament Sacraments, which are God's Seals confirming his Co­venant to his covenanted ones.
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Divines do generally affirm the Sacraments to be ſeals of the Cove­nant of Promiſe; this is in the ve­ry definition, and it is the recei­ved Opinion, and concurrent judg­ment of the Orthodox, agreeable to the Word of God, that Sacra­ments are inſtituted to ſignifie and ſeal up to us Goſpel Grace, ſerving to ſtrongthen our Faith in the pro­miſes, being ſeals of the Covenant of Promiſe.
Now where God gives his Co­venant, he gives his ſeal for con­firmation; ſo that all in Covenant have a right to the ſeals or ſeal of the Covenant, and none but they; ſo that to give the ſeal to thoſe that have no Covenant given them, is indeed to ſet a ſeal to a blank, (that which Anabaptiſts do frivolouſly urge againſt the baptizing of Infants) and to deny the Seal where the Covenant is gi­ven is very injurious, and a great ſin againſt God, and his covenant­ed ones.
I do not now make it my buſi­neſs particularly and fully to de­clare [Page]how far the right to the ſeals extendeth, nor within what compaſs it is to be limitted as to particular ſubjects, I do only now draw up a general inference from the Doctrine, inferring thence the extent of ſuch a right to all Abra­ham's ſeed, and the limitation of it to this ſeed only, as having an intereſt in the Covenant; and my drift herein is, to ſhew how our Doctrine and inference from it lays a clear ground for Infant Bap­tiſme, for the baptizing of Inſants in the Church of Chriſt: Bap­tiſme, the ſeal of the Covenant, belongs to Abraham's ſeed, who are included in the Covenant made with Abraham, and Heirs of the ſame Promiſe.
But all Elect Infants in the Church are Abraham's ſeed, in­cluded in the Covenant of Pro­miſe: The Promiſe is to you, and to your children. Acts 2.39.
Ergo Infants in the Church are to be baptized (Baptiſme being come in the room of Circumciſi­on) as well as Infants in Abra­ham's [Page]time, and afterward in the Church of the Jews were to be circumciſed upon account of Co­venant Intereſt.
And I pray mark this (which will ſerve to make good our Ma­jor Propoſition) in Acts 2.39. The Promiſe is made the ground of Baptiſme, and the command to baptize reacheth as far as the Pro­miſe; Be baptized every one of you, for the Promiſe is to you, and to your children;  [...] to thoſe that are brought forth by you; the word noteth children of each Sex, and every Age: Look to Geneſ. 17.9 and you ſhall find, that children are Abraham's ſeed, included in the Covenant, to whom the Token and Seal of the Covenant is to be given,Gen. 17.9. Thou ſhalt keep my Cove­nant, thou, and thy ſeed after thee in their Generations. This command concerneth the ſame ſeed that is ſpoken of ver. 8. to which the pro­miſe is made; and that he there meaneth a ſpiritual ſeed, is appa­rent from the matter of the Pro­miſe, [Page]which is, Canaan to be an everlaſting Inheritance to his ſeed; which everlaſting Inheritance muſt be underſtood to be Heaven, which was figured by the earthly Canaan; and this is not promiſed to all Abraham's ſeed after the fleſh, but to all his ſpiritual ſeed; ſo that the command of keeping the covenant lies upon all Abra­ham's ſeed throughout all Genera­tions: And look I pray into ver. 10. This is my Covenant, &c. every Man-child among y [...]u ſhall be cir­cumciſed. Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant, i.e. ſhalt obſerve the Token of my Covenant (Every Man-child ſhall be circumciſed) and you know that every child of eight daies old was appointed to circumciſion. Are not children here accounted Abraham's ſeed, included in the Covenant, to whom the token of the Covenant is to be applied by an expreſs and ſtrict command from God? And are not children of believers in Covenant now as well as then (the Covenant being given for an [Page]everlaſting Covenant to Abraham and his ſeed) and is not the com­mand of keeping the toke of the Covenant ſtill obliging to Abra­ham's ſeed; ſo that what is now the token of the Covenant, muſt be obſerved inſtead of Circumciſi­on? as the token then was circum­ciſing of the child, ſo the token now is baptizing of the child.
Well, here is the buſineſs, all Elect Infants in the Church are in­cluded in the Covenant or Pro­miſe; and ſo have right to the to­ken and ſeal of the Covenant Bap­tiſme, and therefore are to be baptized upon account of Cove­nant Intereſt, and we are to bap­tize all the Infants of baptized Church members and viſible Pro­feſſors, becauſe we are bound in the judgment of charity to judge of every particular Infant, that it belongs to the Election of Grace, and ſo is an Heir of the Promiſe, (though we cannot judge ſo of any with the judgment of certain [...]y.)
2 I come now to a Uſe of Ex­hortation,2 Ʋſe. Exhortation to give out ſome words of counſel,
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I Believe that which the Scrip­ture clearly holds forth concerning this Covenant which we have ſpo­ken of.Counſ. 1.
I Believe that God hath made a ſecond Covenant with man,Believe the Covenant. a Covenant of Grace; ſince by his fall, by tranſgreſſion, he cut him­ſelf off from God and happineſs, and made himſelf uncapable of life by the firſt Covenant, which was a covenant of works; if this were not held forth in the word, then there were no conſolation of the Scriptures, nor no ground of hope given to ſinners in them: For the word ſpeaks moſt clearly, that we cannot be juſtified and ſa­ved by a covenant of works, by the deeds of the Law; By the deeds of the Law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified: Rom.  [...].2 [...]. Gal.  [...]. The Scripture hath con­cluded all under ſin; and under ſin and death we muſt all lye for ever, were it not for the Covenant of Grace, wherein God freely offer­eth life and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt unto ſinners, upon conditi­on of Faith and Repentance, [Page]which he hath promiſed likewiſe to give; woe, woe to all the Po­ſterity of Adam, were there not ſuch a Covenant of God's love and mercy, in which he hath pro­miſed righteouſneſs and life eter­nal through his Son, to all thoſe that receive him. This Covenant we muſt believe, or elſe we can have nothing whereupon rational­ly to build hope of ſalvation.
2 Believe that all Abraham his ſpiritual ſeed, and none but they, are comprehended in this Cove­nant, favingly intereſſed in it.
3 Believe the confirmation of the Covenant to all this intereſſed parties, by the written Word of God, and by his Oath, and by his Seals, and by the death of his Son, whoſe blood is called the Blood of the Covenant. Heb. 10 29.
4 Believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Mediator of the Covenant, by whoſe mediation all the promiſed good is procured for us, and ſhall be performed to us; ſo that we muſt take up the Covenant, and the comfort of it, in and through him.
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This is the firſt counſel to per­ſwade ſouls to believe the Cove­nant of Grace, and to yield a full aſſent to all that which the Scrip­ture holds forth concerning it. Becauſe otherwiſe they will never regard it, or look after it, nor can ever have any benefit by it: Suffer your ſelves to be convinced of the miſery of being out of this Cove­nant,Counſ. 2. See the m [...] ­ſery of be­ing out of Covenant. and of the neceſſity of being under it, and intereſſed in it, that you may have life and bleſſedneſs.
Poor creatures that are out of this Covenant, are without God, and without Chriſt, and ſo with­out that which can relieve their miſery by ſin, and make them hap­py: What ever their enjoyments are in the world, how far is the ſoul from happineſs, while it is far from God the Fountain of Bleſ­ſedneſs? All good is comprehend­ed in God, and all true happineſs is comprized in our fruition of God; ſin hath ſet us at the great­eſt diſtance from God, and ſo at the greateſt diſtance from happi­neſs: The Blood of Chriſt brings [Page]us near to God, and an intereſt in the Covenant of Grace, gives God to be our God, and ſo renders us happy.
Truly, conviction in this caſe is moſt neceſſary, for a man will ne­ver ſeek that which he doth not know he hath loſt, or which he thinks he may well enough be without; but a knowledge of our loſs by ſin, and a conviction of the neceſſity of r [...]finding what we have loſt, will cauſe anſwerable af­fections: When a ſoul is convin­ced that it hath loſt God, and loſt happineſs, will it not cry out, that it i [...] undone, and have a ſtrong de­ſire to recover this loſs, and ſo ſeek an enjoyment of God in Chriſt a­bove any thing in the world?
3 Study the Covenant of Grace,Counſ. 3. Study the Cov [...]nant. labour for a clear underſtanding of it, that you may know its nature, its matter, its Author, its riſe, its ſubjects, its priviledges, its good­neſs and excellency, its neceſſari­neſs, its perpetuity, its ends, and the condition of enjoying it.
It is very ſad, that whereas it [Page]concerns us as much as our ſouls are worth, to have a knowledge of and intereſt in the Covenant, yet people generally are ignorant of it, ſo that they underſtand not what it is, nor whence it is, nor why it is, nor what need they have of it, nor what benefit comes by it, nor to whom it belongs, nor upon what terms it is to be enjoy­ed, &c. Is this ignorance for want of means of knowledge? or is it an inconſiderable point, the know­ledge whereof doth not at all, or very little concern us?
Ah beloved! the matter is very weighty, and the knowledge of it very neceſſary, and the Revelati­ons of God concerning it very clear; but here is the cauſe of mens ignorance, they will not be convinced of the neceſſity of this moſt neceſſary knowledge and in­tereſt, and ſo regard not to know the things that concern their ever­laſting peace.
Oh how greatly doth it con­cern all ſouls, that in themſelves are lyable to death and damnation, [Page]to ſtudy God's gracious Covenant of Life and Salvation? If this were well ſtudied by us, we ſhould ſee more in it then we do, and ſhould have more affection to it then we have, and ſhould be more diligent and ſtudious to apply it then we are; we ſhould ſee it to be worth the laying hold on, and ſhould not be ſo loath as we are to renounce luſts, profits, and plea­ſures, and vanities, (which our hearts are naturally in league with) that we may receive this Covenant of God's mercy concerning par­don, and peace, and all manner of bleſſings here, and eternal ſalvati­on hereafter.
Counſ. 4. Apply the Covenant.Having ſtudied this Covenant ſofar, as to ſee the goodneſs, and the deſirableneſs, and excellency of it, let deſire be carried to it, and labour diligently to apply it.
What is it to me that there is ſuch a Covenant of God for the healing, and recovering, and ſa­ving of wounded loſt deſtroyed ſinners, if it belongs not to me? What comfort can the knowledge [Page]of that which is excellent and pre­cious afford me, if I have no part in it? Therefore let me labour truly and thorowly to apply this precious Covenant.
This counſel hath two bran­ches.
	1 Apply the Covenant truly.
	2 Apply it thorowly and ſure­ly.

Apply it truly.1 Apply the Covenant truly; take heed of a miſapplication, ſee that there be not any material er­ror in applying the Covenant.
Now I ſhall lay down ſome rules,Directions. give you ſome directions for a right application of the Cove­nant.
1 You muſt have eyes to ſee what you take, muſt not be igno­rant of the Covenant which is to be applyed; we ſay a blind man may catch a Hare (it is poſſible, though not probable) but a blind ignorant ſoul cannot apply the Covenant of Promiſe; as it is fa­bulouſly reported of Ixion, that he imbraced a dusky dark Cloud inſtead of bright beautiful June: [Page]So do ignorant ſouls imbrace the deluſions of Satan, and the phan­taſmes of their own deluded ſpi­rits, inſtead of the true real Cove­nant of Promiſe; therefore before I exhorted you to application, I adviſed you to ſtudy the Covenant of Grace.
2 You muſt apply the Cove­nant, as God's Covenant of Grace offered to ſinners.
There are three ſpecialties in this to be taken notice of.
	1 It is God's Covenant.
	2 A Covenant of Grace.
	3 A Covenant offered to ſin­ners.

1 It is God's Covenant, not mans; and ſeeing it is God's Co­venant
It is worth the laying hold on, for God doth not covenant to give to the Heirs of Promiſe ſmall petty things, but great mat­ters indeed:2 Pet. 1.4. The Apoſtle ſaith, that God hath given us exceeding great and precious promiſes; ſuch are the things promiſed to be gi­ven, exceeding great and precious. [Page]God gives like himſelf, gifts wor­thy the giver; Gods Covenant of Promiſe is the riches and treaſure of the heirs of promiſe.
This is one conſideration to draw us in to the Covenant, to make us deſirous of it; it is worth the having.
2 Seeing it is God's Covenant, we may be ſure it ſhall be perform­ed. A mans covenant with God or man may be broken, becauſe ei­ther he may be unable to make it good, or he may prove falſe and deceitful: (and oh what falſhood is there found with men, and how common a ſin is covenant-break­ing?) but now we cannot queſti­on God's performance:
1 Becauſe there can be no want of power for the fulfilling of his Covenant; To thee, O Lord, Pſ. 62.11. be­lougeth Power. We are taught in the Lord's prayer to aſcribe this unto God, Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power. God is Almighty, ſo that there cannot be any check given to his Power by the greateſt difficulty that can be imagined; [Page]there is nothing too hard for God to do, nothing at all difficult to him: Hereby Abraham his Faith in the Promiſes was born up, be­cauſe he was perſwaded that what God had promiſed,Rom. 4.21. he was able to perform.
2 There can be no failing of God's truth and faithfulneſs; he is not as man, that he ſhould lye, nor as the ſon of man that he ſhould repent;Dent. 32.4. The Lord is a God of truth.
Theſe conſiderations will make the ſoul deſirous to apply the Co­venant, when it conſiders, that it is Gods Covenant, and a covenant concerning very great matters, and a covenant that ſhall ſurely be performed by the Almighty, faith­ful, unchangeable God. And as this conſideration may ſerve to draw the ſoul to the Covenant, ſo it may give direction, and be help­ful, reſpecting the right manner of applying it.
1 If it be the Covenant of God, it is to be applyed humbly, and with ſelf-denial, and ſelf-a­baſement; O Lord, I would have [Page]it, I deſire to cloſe with it, but truly I am moſt unworthy of it: Bleſſed and glorious God, what am I that thou ſhould'ſt tender to me the covenant of thy love?
2 If it be God's Covenant concerning great and precious things that he will give, then it is to be applyed earneſtly: We are too earneſt and greedy to catch at the things of the world (which we look upon as great matters, though they are not ſo indeed) Oh if we did underſtand the things which concern the wealth, and peace, and happineſs of our ſouls, then we ſhould be as earneſt to lay hold on the riches of God's Cove­nant, the good things therein pro­miſed, which are great matters in­deed.
3 If it be the covenant of God Almighty, and unchangeable, who abideth faithful for ever, then ap­ply it fiducially, without ſtagger­ing at the promiſe, as being confi­dent of the performance.
Thus much of the firſt particu­lar, (it is God's covenant.)
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The ſecond ſpecialty to be ta­ken notice of in the ſecond gene­ral rule of direction is this.
2 It is God's covenant (of Grace) this is to be conſidered.
Now this conſideration will be of ſpecial uſe in the application of the Covenant. Nothing moved God at firſt to make this Covenant, but his own goodneſs, herein he expreſſed his love, and diſcovered his free grace, which was the ground of the Covenant; and truly that is it which carries it on to full accompliſhment, by every ſtep, and in every parcel of it: The whole buſineſs of ſaving from firſt to laſt, is meerly of grace. Now ſee what a direction and help this will be in the application of the Covenant.
1 If it be a Covenant of Grace, then we muſt go out of our ſelves to take it, and muſt take it wholly as a Covenant of Grace: I ſay, we muſt go out of our ſelves, i.e. we muſt be taken off from our own bottom, ſo as to have no con­fidence in our ſelves, nor any con­ceit [Page]of our own worthineſs; we muſt come off from our graces and duties, from our own righte­ouſneſs, muſt have no Opinion of that, though the work of grace in us, clear to us, may be our warrant to apply the Covenant to our ſelves, when we find this effect of the Covenant in our own ſouls, this condition of enjoying the pro­miſes, yet our graces and duties muſt not be lookt upon, as giving us any right to it, or rendering us any way worthy of it; no, it muſt be a ſelf-denying application, taking it by Faith, as purely from grace.
2 This conſideration (that it is a Covenant of Grace) will help to carry on the ſelf-judging, ſelf-condemning ſoul, to an applica­tion of it.
A precious ſweet Covenant (ſaith a poor heart that hath a ſight of its own ſinfulneſs and vileneſs) oh it is a bleſſedneſs to have an intereſt in it, but I vile wretch am unworthy; what have I to do with the Covenant of the [Page]great and holy God? it belongeth to holy ones, to thoſe that have better hearts then I have, and are more in duty then I am, and per­form duties in a better manner then I do, and that have greater abilities to ſerve and glorifie God.
Now let ſuch a ſoul conſider the freeneſs of the grace of God in the Covenant: Doſt thou judge thy ſelf before the Lord, and mourn over the corruption, and carnality, and lazineſs, and barren­neſs, and deadneſs of thy heart? Doſt thou bewail thy unworthi­neſs and unprofitableneſs, and thy backwardneſs to holy duties, and thy miſcarriages in them? Are thy ſins thy ſouls burden, and thy weakneſſes the matter of thy grief and complaint? Why? to thee the Covenant doth belong, which is a Covenant concerning Sanctifi­cation, as Juſtification, and a Co­venant of Grace, holding forth the mercy and goodneſs of God to thoſe that have need of it, and not to thoſe that deſerve it: The good God gives his Covenant as a [Page][gift of grace] to all thoſe whom he takes into Covenant; therefore let humble ſouls, broken-hearted ſinners ariſe, and go to God, who calls them, and holds forth grace to them in his Covenant.
There is yet a third ſpecialty in our ſecond general rule of directi­on, which he that would rightly apply the Covenant muſt take no­tice of.
3 This Covenant is a Covenant offered to ſinners, to thoſe to whom the poyſon of Adam's cor­rupted nature is propagated, and by whom much ſin hath been act­ed, to ſuch as are full of ſin, and loaden with guilt, even to Publi­cans and Harlots, to a Manaſſeh, to a Mary Magdalen; God's Co­venant is held out to ſuch, if they come in by repentance, and bring Faith to lay hold on it:Iſai. 55.7. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the man of iniquity his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, for he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par­don. Paul tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 6.9. [Page] that ſome of them were Fornicators, and Idolaters, and Adulterers, and Covetous, and Drunkards, &c. but they are waſhed, and juſtified, and ſanctified. Now this was Cove­nant grace, this was the perfor­mance of the Covenant to them. This is to be conſidered by thoſe that have been great ſinners, to keep them from preſumption on the one hand, and from diſpair on the other hand.
1 The Covenant is held out to ſinners, not to proud ſelf-admi­ring Phariſces, or preſumptuo [...] offenders, but to humble ſelf-judg­ing Penitents, to repenting ſin­ners; If we do not ſee our ſelve [...] ſinners, if we have not a d [...] humbling ſight and ſenſe of ſin we cannot apply the Covenant  [...] Grace.
2 The Covenant is held out to ſinners, even to the greateſt ſin­ners that repent; therefore let no [...] any ſelf-judging ſoul deſpair o [...] receiving the mercy and grace o [...] the Covenant:1 Jo. 1.9. If we confeſs o [...] ſins, God is juſt and faithful to fu [...] ­give[Page]our iniquities, and to cleanſe us from all our unrighteouſneſs. Come to me all ye that labour, Mat. 11.2 [...] and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt.
Thus you ſee what uſe is to be made of this conſideration, with reſpect to the application of the Covenant: it is a Covenant offe­red to ſinners; therefore we muſt ſee our ſelves to be ſinners, and judge our ſelves for our iniquities, that we may take it; and having a ſight of our own unworthineſs, and being wounded with the ſenſe of ſin, we muſt not out our ſelves off from the Covenant, wh [...]ſe the Word of God doth not  [...]ut us off; as I willſay to the impenitent, ſe­cure, preſumptuous ſinner, Why medleſt thou with the Covenant? Hands off, it belongs not to thee; ſo I would ſay to any humble, mourning, penitent, ſelf-judging ſinner, Poor ſoul, why ſtandeſt thou ſo far off? Behold, the Lord calls thee, and offers his grace to thee, therefore draw thou near, and lay hold on the Covenant of his mercy and love.
[Page]
You have ſeen a ſecond rule that is to be obſerved by thoſe who deſire duly to apply the Co­venant.
Remember that it is God's Co­venant of Grace offered to ſinners.
3 That you may not miſapply the Covenant, or catch at that which belongs not to you, keep this in mind, That [God's Cove­nant is made only to Abraham, and his ſeed.] Now Abraham's ſeed, children of Promiſe, inclu­ded in the ſame Covenant with Abraham, are (in general) all the Elect; but God's Election is a ſe­cret which cannot be known, à priori, but only by God himſelf, who alone knows who are his, yet we may have a knowledge of it à poſteriori, when we find that we are called with a holy and effectu­al calling. Now I ſay you muſt apply the Covenant, as being A­braham's  [...]eed, finding a true work of grace in your hearts, the ſaving effects of the Covenant upon your ſouls, whence you may conclude your Covenant relation to God, [Page]and intereſt in his precious promi­ſes, or elſe you do not apply the Covenant truly and honeſtly, but unjuſtly, laying a falſe claim to it.
4 As we muſt make God in his Covenant our end, ſo we muſt make Chriſt, as Mediator, our way; and therefore in applying the Covenant muſt look to him, and act Faith primarily on him, by whom the grace of the Cove­nant is purchaſed for us, and in and through whom it is conveyed to us; we muſt accept of Chriſt for our Lord and Jeſus, that we may receive the Covenant of Grace, and Peace, and ſalvation through him.
5 We muſt know, that the Co­venant is propounded and offered conditionally, Faith and Repen­tance, and New Obedience, are the condition of Pardon and Sal­vation.
It is certain none are ſaved but by Covenant, by a Covenant of Grace, but it is by the Covenant kept; therefore I muſt not think [Page]without any more ado, to take this Covenant to my ſelf, not having any regard to the fulfilling of the condition of the Covenant in my ſelf; where there is not Faith and Repentance, a true worke of grace and holineſs, there can be no right application of the Cove­nant.
So much now as to the firſt branch of the fourth General Counſel, Apply the Covenant tru­ly.
2 Apply the Covenant thorowly;Apply ſure­ly and tho­rowly. ſee that you make ſure work of it, make ſure to your ſelves your Covenant intereſt.
Seeing there is ſuch a Covenant of Grace ſo precious, and ſo neceſ­ſary for us, which belongs to the feed of Abraham, and to them on­ly, why ſhould we be content to live without aſſurance of our inte­reſt in it? They who are in Co­venant, are for Heaven, and they that are out of Covenant, are for Hell. Oh how deſirous ſhould we then be, to be reſolved and aſſured whether we be in Covenant or [Page]no? How can we think or ſpeak of God with comfort, or without fear and trouble in our ſpirits, while we are uncertain whether he be our God or no, whether he be our friend or our enemy: Let us labour therefore to be at a cer­tainty in this point; an infallible certainty of our intereſt in God's Covenant may be had: Oh let us ſtrive to it.
Now to quicken you in this caſe, to excite you to diligence in making up to a thorow applicati­on of God's Covenant, even to the full aſſurance of Faith, I ſhall hint to you ſomething of the be­nefit, and comfort of aſſurance, the unſpeakable advantage that hence accrues to the ſoul.Fruits of aſſurance.
1 This aſſurance of Faith will ſweeten to us all Providences, and every condition of life,2 Cor. 4.16, 17, 18. while a Chriſtian lives by Faith in a clear apprehenſion of the love of God, who hath made an everlaſting Co­venant with him, no outward changes can work any great change in his ſpirit, or make much im­preſſion [Page]preſſion upon him; aſſurance of God's love will make a Chriſtian to ſit down under changes, quietly and comfortably, with the Pro­phet Habakkuk rejoycing in the Lord, and joying in the God of his ſalvation.
2 Aſſurance of God's love will ſweeten to us our enjoyments in the world, be it more or leſs that we have of theſe things, if it be but a little Oyl in the Cruſe, and a hand-full of meal in the Barrel, aſſurance of a Covenant intereſt in God will make it enough to us, and render it good; for want of this poor hearts are full of fears, and cares, and diſcontents, even in the midſt of abundance of out­ward things which they poſſeſs; but this (I ſay) will ſweeten our enjoyments to us; for being aſſu­red of God, we know that what we have comes from love, and is a pledge of greater love, and is that which our God ſees to be good for us, and is bleſſed to us.
3 This aſſurance will give the foul boldneſs to come unto God, [Page]and make it familiar with him, and much ſweeten and heighten Communion: This will fill us with comfort in our approaches to the Throne of Grace, when we can confidently call God, Fa­ther; Am I in great ſtraights, or do I lye under ſome ſore afflicti­ons? is this, or that wanting to me? what a comfort is it now, that I have a God to go to, a God in Covenant with me that can ſuc­cour and deliver me, that can ſup­ply my wants, and is able to do for me exceeding abundantly, above all that I can ask or think.
4 Aſſurance of a Covenant in­tereſt in God, will take off the fear of Death; a true believer that ap­plies the covenant with aſſurance of Faith, doth not put the day of Death far from him, as being loath to ſee it, and even affraid to think of it; no, but he deſires to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt; he knows that Death is Ʋltimus morborum medicus, that which cures all diſeaſes, cures the Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and Hardneſs, [Page]and Frowardneſs, and Unbelief, and ſluggiſhneſs of the heart, cures the body of the Dropſie, Scurvie, Gout, Stone, &c. frees it from all diſeaſes, pains, and griefs; he knows that Death will let him into a clear, full, and everlaſting enjoy­ment of God, and therefore he is glad when his glaſs is run; where­as the awakned Soul, that hath no upprehenſion of an intereſt in God, cannot but be troubled at the thoughts of Death, and even af­frighted at the grimm countenance of that King of Terrours; As one of the Kings of England once in his ſtraights cryed out, A King­dom for a Horſe, a Kingdom for a Horſe; So will an awakned Soul cry out, when Death preſents it ſelf; Oh a Kingdom, a World, ten thouſand Worlds, (if I had them) for aſſurance of an intereſt in the Covenant of Grace: but Oh, how comfortable and delightfully may an aſſured Soul think of Death, which is a paſſage to his everlaſt­ing reſt and happineſs, in the near­eſt, ſweeteſt, fulleſt enjoyment of [Page]his God and Saviour for evermore.
5. The thoughts of the Judg­ment to come will be ſweet to thoſe that have a known intereſt in the Covenant of Gods his love, for the Judge is their friend, their brother, their head, their husband, and the day of Judgment,Acts 3.19. Eph. 4.30. ſhall be to them the time of refreſhing; the day of their Redemption of their full Deliverance from all mi­ſery and corruption, the day of their publick abſolution, and per­fect juſtification, and the time of the manifeſtation of Gods love to them in the fulleſt meaſure.
6. He that is certain of his in­tereſt in Gods Covenant, is certain of his intereſt in Salvation, and ſo the thoughts of Heaven muſt needs be delightful to him while he is certain that it is the bleſſed reſt prepared for him, the place of his everlaſting abode in happineſs yea, this aſſurance gives the Soul a pre­ſent poſſeſſion of Heaven, brings Heaven down (as I may ſay) into the boſom of a believer while he is upon Earth; Faith is the ſ [...]bſtance,Heb. 11.1.  [...] [Page](the ſubſiſtance) of things hoped for; it gives a real exiſtance or being to that which is held forth in the promiſe; an aſſured Soul hath Heaven within it.
Thus you ſee the benefit of aſſu­rance: ſome ſpecial advantages and comforts that thence accrue to the Soul, which ſhould be a great in­ducement to put us upon care and pains to get it, doth it not bring a ſufficient reward with it? Doth not the profit and comfort that comes by it, far exceed the great­eſt profit in the World, and the greateſt comfort that Earth af­fords?
Therefore, though the Covenant may be ſavingly applyed by Faith, where aſſurance is not, yet let us ſtrive to aſſurance, that we may live and die comfortably, in aſſu­rance of God, his everlaſting love towards us in Chriſt Jeſus.
Now I ſhall ſhew you, how aſſu­rance may be attained, and how it may be diſcerned from preſumpti­on.
[Page] Way to aſſu­rance.1. Concerning the way and means to attain aſſurance.
We muſt be much in exerciſing and acting all Grace, muſt be dili­gent in trading with our ſtock of Grace, that we may attain to the riches of aſſurance,Col. 2.2. as the Apoſtle calls it; The diligent hand maketh rich.
That we may have comfort and aſſurance, we muſt beware of neg­ligence, and ſluggiſhneſs, and lazi­neſs in duty, and of remiſſeneſs in the exerciſe and actings of Grace. True is that which a reverend Doctor (now with God) hath told us in a Treatiſe of his. ‘That it is the lazie Chriſtian commonly that wants aſſurance: and, that the way of painful dutie is the way of fulleſt comfort.’
Sloth and idleneſs ſtops the fountain of comfort, cauſeth Chriſt to with-hold his comforts; Pa­rents are not wont to ſmile, but frown upon their Children, when they are negligent and careleſs of their duty, and neglective of their obſervance toward them.
[Page]
All the honour that God hath from us, is from the exerciſe and actings of Grace; and the more we ſtrive to honour God, the more will he comfort us with the mani­feſtations of himſelf, and the reve­lations of his love in our hearts; Active Chriſtians ſhall have moſt of Gods love, and of the manife­ſtation of his Grace to them; He that hath my Commandements, Joh. 14.21. and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and he that loveth me ſhall be belov­ed of my Father, and I will love him, and manifeſt my ſelf t [...] him.
Again, ſloath and negligence cauſeth want of peace and com­fort for this reaſon, becauſe Grace is not ſenſible, apparent, and evi­dent to the Soul, but in the exer­ciſe and actings of it; as the fire that is in the flint is not diſcerna­ble, till you ſmite and force it out: In acting Faith upon Jeſus Chriſt, and the promiſes of God, and in acting love toward God and Chriſt, you will know that you have the grace of Faith and Love; will know that ye believe, and [Page]that ye love God, and ſo will know that God loveth you; for we love God becauſe he loved us firſt, and our believing is a fruit of the pro­miſe of Grace.
2. We muſt be much in the ap­plication of the Covenant with a faith of adherence and innitency, cleaving to the promiſes, and caſt­ing our ſelves by Faith through Chriſt, upon the mercy and grace of a Covenanting God, till the love and grace of God be revealed from faith to faith.
3. We muſt take heed that we do not greive, but pleaſe the ſpirit of God, the Comforter, that re­porteth the love of the Father un­to Souls, and ſealeth them up to the day of Redemption; The way to aſſurance of Gods love, is to comply with, and give content to the witneſſing ſealing Spirit.
4. If we deſire, that God ſhould beſtow upon us the riches of full aſſurance; then, let us be thank­ful for the leaſt glimps of Light, that he maketh to ſhine into us; let us not look at any of the conſo­lations [Page]of God, as ſmall, but let us be thankful for any pledge of his favour.
The Lord in making out his love to the Soul, deals (ſaith one) as Boaz dealt with Ruth: he firſt gave her liberty to glean in his fields, then to glean even among the ſheaves, then invited her to eat bread with him, and to dip her morſels in the vinegar, and at laſt; he took her to be his Wife, to lye in his boſome: ſo doth God diſ­cover his love to believers, firſt, more ſparingly, and as at greater diſtance, then draws nearer, and re­veals himſelf more clearly, ſhew­ing himſelf more friendly to them, and familiar with them; and then at length he gives his Spirit into their boſom, to aſſure them of his love, and of their intereſt in all his grace.
Now the ready way to attain all this, to have ſuch manifeſtati­ons of Gods love to us, is to be truly thankful for the leaſt ap­pearance of Grace; Then will God ſay to ſuch a Soul, art thou ſo [Page]thankful for a beam of Light, I will fill thee with the fountain of Light; art thou thus thankful for crumbs that fall under the board? I will feaſt thee with marrow and fatneſs at my Table.
5. One other great means con­ducing to a certainty of our inter­eſt in Gods Covenant, is a ſerious trial of our hearts, and of the ſtate of our Souls, by and according to the Word of God: the Scripture tells us, who are the people of God, his Covenanted ones, what are their qualifications and properties; there­fore let us ſee what the Scripture holds forth in this point, and then let us diligently prove our ſelves, whether we be ſuch perſons, ſo qua­lified, that by this means we may come to a certainty of our eſtate.
Now for direction herein (to make ſhort work of it) know this, that where holineſs is, there is the Covenant of God his love: —Holy, Beloved; Col. 3.12. all holy Souls are beloved of God; prove your ſelves then whether there be a true work of Grace wrought in you by the ſpi­rit [Page]of God, whether you are of the number of Gods holy ones.
Qu. How may this be known? who are holy ones?
An. Where corruption is by Grace ſo far ſubdued, that ſin reigns not, there is holineſs; when a Soul is delivered (not wholly from ſin, that will not be in this life? but) from the law of ſins, ſo that ſin hath not dominion over him; The Apoſtle ſaith,Rom. 6.12. Let not ſin reign in your mortal bodies, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſt thereof: he doth not ſay, ne ſit, let not ſin be in you (though we muſt not allow it in our ſelves, or ſuffer it to be quiet) but ne regnat, let not ſin reign in you.
Sin reigneth when it hath the wil's conſent, & the hearts delight, and commands the whole man: when a man is a willing ſervant of ſin, and (as the Apoſtle ſaith) yields his members weapons of unrigh­teouſneſs unto ſin, is in a readineſs to obey ſins commands, and to ful­fill the luſts of the fleſh.
Sin cannot be ſaid to reign, when [Page]a man doth unwilling ſervice to ſin, bewailes and hates the evil that is in him, and the evil that is done by him, and wars againſt ſin, and prays againſt Sin, and deſires and endeavours to ſhake off the yoke of ſin; I ſay, here ſin cannot properly be ſaid to reign; though it exerciſ­eth a Tyrannical power, forcing a poor ſoul many times to do its com­mands; and where this reign of ſin is not, there is holineſs, but where ſin reigneth there is no Saintſhip.
2. He that is univerſal and ſe­rious in his deſires to be good, and do good, having reſpect to all Gods commands; that truly de­ſires to be filled with the knowledg of Gods will, in all wiſdome and ſpiritual underſtanding, and to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleaſing, and to be fruitful in every good work; that deſires and endeavours to order his converſa­tion aright, in the fear of God, and to keep his Conſcience void of of­fence toward God, and toward men, to be conformed to the mind of God in internal, as well as ex­ternal [Page]holineſs, and righteouſneſs, he is a holy man, though he may have many infirmities falling ſhort of his duty, and doing oft times that which is diſpleaſing to God.
3. If a man be ſincerely diligent in uſing the means of Grace, ſetting his heart to ſeek God in them, aim­ing at the profiting and perfecting of himſelf by them, and bewailing his unprofitableneſs and barrenneſs under them, ſuch a perſon is to be numbred among holy ones; true deſires of Grace, and cadeavours to get Grace, are a ſign of the truth of Grace; but where the means of Grace are ſlighted and neglected, and God is not ſonght unto for Grace, there is no Grace, no work of Holineſs yet wrought in the Soul; for Grace is ſuch a good thing, ſuch a precious thing, and Holineſs is ſo deſirable, ſo comfor­table and delightful, that he who hath any thing of it, deſires more, and thinks that he can never have enough. Well, thus prove your real, ſpiritual eſtate, that hereby [Page]you may come to a knowledge of your relative eſtate: This is the way to aſſurance of an intereſt in the Co­venant of Gods love: Thus much briefly, touching the way to aſſu­rance the means by which it may be attained.
Marks of aſſurance.Now, for ſome marks or eviden­ces of the aſſurance of Faith; to ſhew you how it may be diſcerned from Preſumption.
1. The preſuming heart is a proud heart that is lifted up in it ſelf, and makes no humble acknow­ledgment of the grace of God; but the aſſured ſoul is humble in it ſelf, and admires the love of God toward it in Chriſt Jeſus, ‘Ah Lord! who am I, that thou ſhouldſt thus manifeſt thy ſelf to me? Oh, what a mercy is this, and what manner of love is this, that thou ſhouldſt thus embrace me in thine armes, and take me into thy boſom, and kiſs me with the kiſſes of thy mouth? O my God, what rich grace is this, that thou ſhouldſt give me aſſu­rance of my intereſt in thee, of [Page]my Union and Communion with thee, of thine everlaſting love toward me?’
2. The preſuming ſoul reſteth ſatisfied with that of God, which he preſumeth he hath; but a true Believer earneſtly longeth after a fuller enjoyment of God and Chriſt, after clearer and fuller Manifeſtati­ons of his:Pſa. 63.1. O God, thou art my God ſaith David, here is Faith ap­prehending an intereſt in God, and applying the Covenant of his love, well, hath David enough of God? No; ſee what followes; Early will I ſeek thee, my ſoul thirſteth for thee.
3. The preſuming Soul is ſtill quiet, it is all peace with ſuch a one the Devil doth not at all trouble him, but lets him alone, and laughs at him to ſee how he diſceives him­ſelf, and how he is Devil deluded, and befooled; but where true faith is taking up the Covenant, the De­vil aſſaults the Soul, and ſeeks to diſturb and deſtroy its peace, as he buffeted Paul after that he w [...]s wrapt up into the third Heavens, and had ſeen ſuch viſions of Glory; [Page]The Devil rageth againſt the Soul that hath any meaſure of aſſurance; becauſe this is that which doth ex­cellently fit the ſoul to do God ſer­vice. They who have no experi­ence of Satans onſets, have reaſon to queſtion the truth of their aſſu­rance, if they pretend to any ſuch matter.
4. Preſumption will not bear up the ſpirit under afflictions, trou­bles and croſſes, againſt dangers and deaths; but aſſurance will: David was aſſured of Gods mercy and love toward him; he ſaith therefore,Pſal. 23. That though he walk thorow the valley of the ſhadow of Death, he will fear no evil. The Apoſtle writing to Believers, ſaith, Ye took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods, (known in your ſelves) that you have a better and more enduring ſubſtance.
5. The preſuming Sou [...]  [...]s bold with ſin, and goes on in ſin, but a well grounded aſſurance of Gods love breeds a diſtance betwixt the Soul and ſin, and arms and ſtrength­ens the Soul againſt ſin, it makes a [Page]man to loath ſin; Sin is hateful to the aſſured Soul: ‘How ſhall I do this thing, and ſin againſt my God who loveth me, and hath ſhed abroad his love in my heart? ſhall I diſhonour him and grieve him, and diſpiſe his Com­mands? and be found a rebel a­gainſt him?’
The aſſured Soul fears the Lord, and his goodneſs, fears to offend him,Pſa. 85.8. becauſe he is a good God his good God; God will ſpeak peace to his people, but let them return no more to folly; when peace is Preached in any ones heart: this is the uſe which naturally flows from that Doctrine; now return no more to folly.
6. If we ſay that we have aſſu­rance of Sonſhip, and of an inter­eſt in Chriſt, and in the Covenant of Gods love, let us examine whence we have it, by what Teſtimony we are aſſured: As Chriſt ſaid to ſome of his Diſciples upon a cer­tain occaſion, [ye know not what Spirit ye are of] ſo we may ſay to many that are ready to boaſt of [Page]their aſſurance, that they know not from what Spirit it comes, or whence they had it.
There is a dangerous ill ground­ed peace, and falſe perſwaſion that many have, which comes from an evil Spirit, from the Devil that old deceiver, the beguiling Serpent, and from a vain, carnal, looſe ſpi­rit of their own.
Qu. What then is the true wit­neſs, from whoſe Teſtimony true aſſurance is had?
An. The Apoſtle tells us,Rom. 8.16.  [...] una teſ­tatur cum ſpiritu no­ſtro; hâc ra­tione duo e­runt teſtes, nempe Spi­ritus Dei, & Spiritus noſter, cer­tior ab eo factus. The Spirit it ſelf bears witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of God; that ſame ſpirit which he called the Spirit of God, ver. 14. and the Spirit  [...]f Adoption, ver 15. that ſame Spirit beareth witneſs with our Spirit, ſo that there is the Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, and the Teſtimony of our Spirit, and they both agree in one.
Firſt, the Spirit of God witneſſ­eth bringing this aſſurance to the Soul: We have received the Spirit, which is of God, that we might know the things that are freely given us of God; Cor. 2.12.
[Page]
Now the Spirit of God witneſſ­eth, and giveth, ſuch aſſurance, by working, and by ſpeaking.
The Spirit of God witneſſeth Sonſhip, by his Works, which h [...] effecteth, which he createth in the Soul upon which the promiſe com­eth.
This way of witneſſing is firſt in order of nature: The Spirit brings in the nature of Gods Child, work­ing ſo great a change that it is cal­led the renewing of the holy Ghoſt, and the ſubject of this change, th [...] ſoul thus changed, is called a new Creature.
2. There is the Word of the Spirit, teſtifing to the ſpirit of a Chriſtian, that he is the child of God by promiſe, I ſay, there is the Spirits Word, viz. a full, ſenſible, clear conviction, which the Spirit of God brings to the heart of a be­liever, perſwading him, that the promiſe belongs to him.
This Word of the Spirit comes upon the work of the ſpirit, ſo that where the Spirits work it not, (which is a work of renewing the [Page]heart, and delivering it up to a con­formity in ſome good meaſure to the mind of God) there the Spi­rits word comes not to witneſs Gods love to the Soul, therefore let people take heed of miſtakes here­in.
The Spirit of God never told you, that you are in Gods favour, unleſs he hath put into your hearts Gods fear, he never gave you the name of Sons or Daughters, or ſuggeſted to you your intereſt in the inheritance of Sons, unleſs he hath brought in the nature of Sons, and ſtamped the image of God up­on you.
Now, becauſe miſtakes about this are too ordinary and very dan­gerous, I ſhall give you more di­ſtinctly, ſome clear difference be­tween the true aſſuring report and teſtimony of the ſpirit of God, and the falſe deluding teſtimony of another ſpirit.
1. The Teſtimony of the Spi­rit of God witneſſing to Souls the love of God is not given by extra­ordinary immediate Revelation or [Page]an audible voice from Heaven, as the Devil makes people to believe, and as ſome pretend to have aſſu­rance they way, while they ſlight, and deſpiſe the word and promi­ſes, thoſe ſacred Oracles of God, to which believers ſhould have re­courſe for their comfort, and vil­lifie and mock at that perſwaſion which believers have in Gods way of perſwading Souls, that is, from the operation of the Spirit, work­ing true Grace and Holineſs in them, and thereupon ſpeaking com­fortably to them, perſwading them of God's love toward them, and of their intereſt in his Covenant.
Theſe poor Souls are deluded by Satan transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, and imitating God in thoſe extraordinary wayes wherein he hath been wo [...] heretofore to manifeſt himſelf to his people. The witneſſing word of the Spirit of God is a word coming upon, and through his working in us, and it is an inward voice, a ſecret whiſpering, that makes report within us of the love [Page]of God to us, powerfully perſwad­ing us, and ſenſibly convincing us of our Covenant intereſt in God.
2. The Teſtimony of the Spi­rit of God comforting Souls, by reporting Gods love to them, and aſſuring them of their intereſt in God, is not given to any, but thoſe that fear the Lord, and walk holi­ly. So Cornelius a devout man,Acts 10.2, 3 one that feared God, which gave much almes to the People, and prayed always; to him, while he was praying, an Angel of God ap­peared, telling him, that his Pray­  [...]rs and his Almes were come up in rem [...]mbrance before God.
While Daniel was praying, con­feſſing his ſins, and the ſins of the People,Dan. 9 [...] and preſenting his ſuppli­cations before the Lord for the ho­ly Mountain of his God; in the time of prayer, euen at the begin­ning of his ſupplication, an Angel comes, and tells him,Iſa. 64.5. That he is great [...]y bel [...]ved. Thou meeteſt him that Rejoyceth and worketh Righteouſneſs thoſe that remember thee in thy w [...]ys.[Page]To him that ordereth his converſati­on aright, will I ſhew the Salvati [...] of God; he ſhall ſ [...]e my Salvatio [...] with the eye of Faith, and my Spi­rit ſhall wit [...]ſs to him my acceptance of him, and give him aſſured hope  [...] eternal happin [...]ſs.
The holy Spirit never witneſſe [...] the love of God to any Soul out  [...] thy way of holin [...]ſs; therefore, i [...] peace be ſpoken, and the love  [...] God reported to ungodly perſo [...] who walk looſly and car [...]l [...]ſly, th [...] is from the D [...]vil, this is the hi [...] of the old Serpent, and not th [...] whiſp [...]ring of the good Spirit.
3. The good Spirit of God al­wayes witneſſeth according to th [...] word of God; there is always a [...] agreement betwixt thoſe two wi [...] ­neſſes which are both of God, vi [...] his word the outward witneſs, a [...] his ſpirit the inward; If the teſt m [...]ny of the Spirit ſhould croſs th [...] Teſtimony of the word, then th [...] Spirit ſhould contradict himſelf, ſ [...] the Scriptures were indited by t [...] holy Spirit, ſo that the word it ſ [...] is the Spirits teſtimony; he do [...] [Page]not immediately teſtifie any thing contrary to that teſtimony which he hath given in the world? where the word bindeth, the Spirit doth not loſe, where the word con­demneth, the ſpirit doth not acquit, where the Word proclaimeth war, and threatneth Deſtruction, the ſpirit doth not there whiſper peace, and promiſe Salvation; the Spirit doth not bleſs any whom the Word curſeth.
Now the Word ſaith,Rom. 8.14. That they are the Children of God, who are led by the Spirit of God. that they are the children of promiſe, who are changed by the ſpirit of pro­miſe, and made new Creatures, and that walk in the ſteps of the faith of Abraham, and to none but theſe doth the ſpirit witneſs their adoption and their intereſt in the Covenant of Gods love: That Teſtimony which croſſeth the Teſtimony of the word, ſpeaking peace to a carnal, unbelieveing, im­penitent, graceleſs heart; I ſay, that teſtimony comes from the ly­ing ſpirit of Hell.
[Page]4. The Spirit of God is a holy Witneſs, as formally and original­ly, ſo efficiently holy, he maketh a gracious and holy Soul; The ho­ly Spirit ſealing peace and the love of God to the Soul doth ſtrong­ly engage the Soul unto holineſs, and maketh it to encreaſe in holy­neſs: [...] the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, ſaith the Apoſtle, Chriſt his love manifeſted to us, hath power over our Souls, and rules us over to the mind of Chriſt. The Teſtimony of the holy Spirit maketh a Chri­ſtian fearful to offend God, and careful to pleaſe him, and circum­ſpect in walking before him.
That Teſtimony and ſpeaking of peace to the Soul, which makes a man bold with ſin, and loſe in his walkin [...], that breedeth a neglect of holy duties, and a deſpiſing or ſlighting of God his ordinances; ſurely, that teſtimony is from the Devil: It is clear that the Spirit of God guideth thoſe that are the Sons of God, to whom he giveth this teſtimony that they are Sons; now this Spirit leads from Sin, and [Page]leadeth unto holineſs and righte­ouſneſs.
Thus you have ſeen, which is the firſt witneſs, from whoſe teſti­mony true aſſurance is taken up; and I have given you ſome rules for diſcerning between the true and falſe Witneſs, whereby people may judge, whether they have taken up true aſſurance, or be poſſeſſed with a falſe perſwaſion and confidence. (Secondly, The ſpirit of a Chri­ſtian is another Witneſs, that aſſures him of his intereſt in the Covenant of Gods love.
The ſpirit of a man, of a Chri­ſtian witneſſeth, with the ſpirit of God, by reception, and expreſſion, by taking in the effects of the Co­venant of promiſe, (as knowledge, faith, and Love, and all graces) and thence witneſſing to him his intereſt in the Covenant.
Object. But is there any truſting to the Teſtimony of our own Spi­rit? can that be a true witneſs in which we may confide? Q [...]id cor­de humano fallacius? Is not mans heart deceitful above all things.
[Page]
Anſw. It not is our own carnal Spirit, our own natural ſpirit, that is the aſſuring witneſs,Spiritus no­ſter eſt cornoſtrum re­generatum. Par. but our own Regenerate Spirit, the new Spirit, which God giveth: now of this Spirit the Apoſtle John ſpeaketh, ſaying, If our hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God; Dictamen cordis regenerati­eſt infallibile, ſaith Pareus.
Now it is Good for us to un­derſtand and note the difference between the teſtimonies that pro­ceed from thoſe two different wit­neſſes, different ſpirits: that in this great matter, we may not be deceived by our own hearts: I ſhall therefore briefly ſhew you the difference between the teſtimony of a ca [...]nal heart, and the teſtimony of a renewed pirit.
1. The carnal heart takes up its evidence confuſed [...]y and ground­leſsly, not heeding whether there be any gracious, ſaving work of the Spirit of God upon the heart, which in order of nature neceſſari­ly preceds the Teſtimony of that good ſpirit whiſperings, to witneſs [Page]the love of God to the Soul. But the Regenerate new ſpirit takes up its evidence, and gives forth its teſtimony within the Soul to the Conſcience, orderly, and upon good ground, obſerving herein the order of the ſpirit of God, and ground­ing its teſtimony upon the work of the holy Spirit in the Soul. Ye have not (ſaith the Apoſtle) received the Spirit of bond [...]ge again to fear; Rom. 8.15. but ye have received the Spirit of a­doption, whereby we cry, Abba, F [...] ­ther. The Spirit that brings in peace, hath cauſed a man to ſee himſelf loſt in himſelf, ſo that he hath ſeen his bondage, and miſera­ble condition by ſin, before he came to apprehend his liberty by Chriſt; and his happineſs in the enjoyment of God his favour.
2. The teſtimony of a carnal heart will be without the Word, and contrary to the word, juſtifi­ing where the W [...]rd condemneth, ſpeaking peace to a formal Hypo­crite, or looſe-liver, or a carnal, earthly minded worldling; ſuch a one may have a ſpirit that ſpea [...]eth [Page]good, ſpeaketh peace to him; but it is a carnal lying ſpirit that ſpeaks falſly: but the Regenerate Spirit, which is the true witneſs within a man, gives evidence concerning a mans condition, and ſpeaks com­fort by and according to the word; a Regenerate Spirit will not flatter, will not falſifie, will not make thy condition better than the Word makes it to be.
3. If it be the teſtimony of a carnal heart ſpeaking peace to a man, it will make him careleſs of duty, and give him much liberty, but if it be a true ſpiritual Witneſs, it will make him more careful, more ſtudious to honour God, more diligent in the ſervice of God. ‘Serve thy God, honour thy God, ſtrive to pleaſe thy God, who hath given the Covenant of his love to thee, ſaith the new Regenerate Spirit, taking up the evidence of Gods love, and telling the Chriſtian that he hath an inter­eſt in the Covenant of Grace.’
Thus you have the  [...] the proofs and evidences of the truth [Page]of aſſurance, whereby we may be able to diſcern between it and pre­ſumption, well, now to reſume, and a little further to preſs this perticular exhortation,Exhortati­on reſume. the fourth counſel which I ſuggeſted to you from the Doctrine.
Labour truiy and thorowly to apply the Covenant, ſtrive to a cer­tain knowledge of your ſpiritual eſtate real and relative, to know whether you belong to God or no, and whether the Covenant of his love doth belong to you.
Take two or three ſwaſives or incentives hereunto,Incentives. beſides thoſe which you have had already.
1. Miſtakes herein are moſt dan­gerous; for ſuch a miſtake of ones condition judging it to be good, when it is naught, is a very great ſtrengthner of ſin, making a man regardleſs of bettering his conditi­on, and cauſing him to miſapply Scripture to apply promiſes and comforts, when threatnings and terrours belong to him.
2. The commoneſt cauſe of ſouls undoing is this, that they [Page]would not be perſwaded to try their eſtate, but gratifie Satan, joyn­ing with him to deceive themſelves being perſwaded by him to paſs a way their years in ſecurity and a careleſs oſcitancy, not once queſti­oning their condition, or ſpending any time at all, to prove what their eſtate is Godward; if any man think himſelf to be ſomething when he is nothing, be deceives himſelf, and this ſelf deceiving is ſelf-undoing.
3. A certain knowledge of a Covenant intereſt in God, will ſet the ſoul on working ſweetly to­ward God, with its affections and graces.
1. Such a ſoul will ſorrow af­ter a godly ſort, bewailing his fin­ning againſt God, whom he now knows to be his God, who dearly and tenderly loved him, even while he was ſinning againſt him, and diſhonouring him.
2.Pſa. 18.1, 2. Such a ſoul will love the Lord, when he knows his near re­lation to God, and God's affection toward him.
[Page]3. Deſire will be drawn out af­ter God, when the ſoul apprehends its intereſt in him; O Lord, Pſa. 63.1. thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee; my ſoul thirſteth for thee.
4. A known intereſt in God will be a ground of continual re­joycing; I will rejoyce in the Lord, Hab. 3.17. I will joy in the God of my Salva­tion.
5. This is that which will ſtrengthen the ſouls confidence in God, even in the greateſt ſtraights.
Such are the fruits and effects of aſſurance of an intereſt in God,Pſa 46.1, 2 3. and the examination of our ſelves, the tryal of our eſtate is the way to this aſſurance.
Thus you have had a 4th. branch of the uſe of exhortation, a fourth counſel from the point; apply the Covenant of Gods love [truly] and [thorowly].
You have ſeen how and why you ſhould labour to make ſuch an application.
I proceed now to a Fifth Coun­ſel,Counſ. 5. Meditate on the Cove­nant. having laid hold on the Cove­nant, Meditate on it, and on your [Page]intereſt in it, that frequently and ſeriouſly viewing your relative eſtate, your relation to God, and intereſt in his Covenant, you may be deeply affected with it, and enjoy the ſweetneſs of it.
This is that which I would per­ſwade you to; not only to think of this Covenant, and of an inter­eſt in it, of the preciouſneſs of the Covenant, and of the ſouls happi­neſs in ſuch an intereſt; (it is not a bare work of the underſtanding and memory that is here called for) but to get theſe things from the head to the heart, from the under­ſtanding to the affections, that there may be heart as well as life in the ſoul; that by acting our under­ſtanding and affections upon the Covenant, and upon God in Co­venant with us we may have a ſweet enjoyment of him.
To Meditate, is diligently and intently to think upon, and conſi­der a thing.
Meditation brings God near, ſets him full in the eye of the ſoul, and preſents him with his Cove­nant [Page]of Grace in the moſt afflict­ing way; ſerious and deep medi­tation will draw up arguments to affect us, from every Attribute of God, and from the conſideration of our former eſtate, when we were without God in the World, and without Chriſt, and without Hope, and from the happines of our preſent eſtate, in having and apprehending the Lord to be our God, and from the preciouſneſs of the promiſes in which we are in­tereſſed, and from the confirmati­on of the Covenant, and from the preſent fruits of it, and its future priviledges and advantages.
Thus Meditation is a means to affect the ſoul with the goodneſs, and ſweetneſs of the Covenant, that we may take much comfort in it.
And further, a due diligent, ſe­rious meditation of the power and wiſdom, and mercifulneſs, and faithfulneſs, and ſatisfactorineſs of God, in whom we have intereſt through Chriſt, of his everlaſting love toward us, and of the free­neſs [Page]of his grace, in making a Co­venant with us, becoming our God and taking us to be his people, and of the riches of his grace held forth to us in the Covenant of Promiſe; and the conſideration of the tender love of Jeſus Chriſt, who under­took to be the Mediator of this Co­venant for us, reconciling us to God by his Death, making peace for us by his Bloud, bearing the Curſe which ſhould have come up­on us, and reſtoring us to the bleſſing which we had loſt, pur­chaſing for us eternal Salvation, pleading his Bloud with his Father, and making continual interceſſion for us, that we may be kept in fa­vour with God, notvvithſtanding our many ſins and provocations, vvho is become our head, and the immortal husband of our ſouls, vvho kiſſeth us vvith the kiſſes of his mouth, and embraceth us novv in the armes of his love, and vvill take us to a perpetual abode and Communion vvith himſelf hereaf­ter: I ſay, a due Meditation here­of vvould be a means to ſtirr up in [Page]us holy affection toward God.
1. This would be a means to enflame us with holy love to God and Chriſt, who have loved us with ſuch a free, preventing, ten­der, abounding, fruitful, and ever­laſting love.
2. This would be a means to excite deſire, and to ſet the Soul on longing for a nearer uninterrupted communion with, and a fuller en­joyment of this God, and this Je­ſus Chriſt that my Soul may be no longer at a diſtance from my God, but that I may dwell with him for ever.
3. This will be an excellent means to quicken and ſtrengthen hope; I ſay, hope of all needful bleſſings here, and of eternal Sal­vation hereafter; Is the Lord my God, and ſhall I not hope? Have I God's Promiſe, and Oath, and ſhall I not hope? Is not the Pro­miſe of God ſo ſure, that hope therein maketh not aſhamed? Therefore in wants, and ſtraights, and difficulties, and in my greateſt ſufferings, I will ſay with the [Page]Church,Lam. 3.24. The Lord is my portion, there­fore I will hope in him; It is Jeho­vah who hath promiſed to bleſs me and ſave me: the almighty God can do it, and the faithful God will do it; he will perform his promiſe, his Covenant, therefore I have hope in wants, in trouble, in ſickneſs, in death; I will hope in my God to the end.
4. A diligent, ſerious meditati­on of God's Covenant and our in­tereſt in it, will raiſe our joy; God hath made with me a Covenant of Peace, a  [...]ovenant of Life, the Lord is my God, and will be my God forever: The Covenant which he hath made with me, is his deed of gift, whereby he hath made over himſelf to me, and hath beſtowed upon me the everlaſting inheri­tance, it is my Fathers good plea­ſure to give me a Kingdom, he hath promiſed me a Crown of Glory, and this promiſe of his, is ſurely a ground of joy, Rejoyce therefore, O my Soul, in hope of the Glory of God.
Thus you have had a Fifth Coun­ſel.
[Page]
Having applyed the Covenant to thy ſelf and gotten ſome aſſu­rance, that it is thine, now medi­tate on it, and ſet it to thy heart, for the exciting of love, and deſire, and hope, and joy in thy ſoul.
6ly. Let us admire and adore the mercy, love,Counſ. 6. Admire the grace of God in the Cove­nant. and grace of God in this Covenant of his; his mer­cy toward the miſerable, his love to Enemies, his grace to ſinners, in ſetting himſelf down to us, and taking us into Covenant with him­ſelf, who had otherwiſe been ut­terly loſt and miſerable for ever; Let us cry out with admiration, O the hight, and depth, and length, and bredth, of the love of God; O free-Grace, O rich-Grace, O glo­rious-Grace. Why did God paſs by thoſe Angels that fell, leaving them in a remedileſs condition, and take the Seed of Abraham into Co­venant with himſelf, to pardon them and ſave them, who is a God like unto our God, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſ­greſſions of the remnant of his People, performing his truth to [Page] Jacob, and his mercy to Abraham.
7thly. Hath God made ſuch a Covenant,Counſ. 7. Bleſs God for it. and do we apprehend our intereſt in it, then let us bleſs God for it, and abound in all thankfulneſs to him, who is the Fountain fr [...]m whence ſuch ſtreams of Grace do flow; how ſhould they who have taſted the goodneſs of Gods Covenant, have their hearts and mouthes, and lives filled with his praiſes?
God's Covenant is a Covenant of pardoning ſin, and healing diſ­eaſes, of redeeming our life from Deſtruction, and of Crowning us with his loving kindneſs, and ten­der mercies, and for theſe mercies whereof believers are made parta­kers by vertue of the Covenant, Da­vid ſtirrs up himſelf to bleſs God;Pſa. 103. Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, who forgiv­eth all thine iniquties, &c. Oh, let our ſouls bleſs God, & let all that is within us praiſe his holy Name, for the Covenant of his mercy and love which he hath given us; and that he hath ſo clearly revealed this Co­venant to us, and hath given us to [Page]apprehend our intereſt in it.
Now there are theſe reaſons (among others) why believ is ſhould  [...]tirr themſelves up to bleſs God for his Covenant.Incentives.
1. The end of Gods goodneſs to his Creatures is his own glory; Surely this is the end of his making and confirming his Covenant to Abraham with his ſeed, that Abra­ham and his ſeed mi [...]ht glorifie him; this is the great end of all his works of grace in Chriſt J [...]ſ [...]s, he h [...]th done all to the praiſe of the gl ry of his grace; Eph. 1.6, 12. that we ſhould be to the praiſe of his gl [...]ry.
2. The Covenant it ſelf is ſo precious, ſuch a rare gift, that it well deſerves our praiſes; God is worthy to be bleſſed by us for ſuch a ble [...]ng as this, for,
Firſt, Conſider of what worth thoſe things are, which the Cove­nant doth give believers a Title to, and int [...]reſt in; (O pretious things) an inheritance immortal and undefiled, a  [...]own of life, an exceeding great, and eternal weight of glory.
[Page]2 Conſider what matchleſs conſo­lations, the Covenant affordeth to believers, even when all outward comforts fail; Thy word is my com­fort in my afflictions, Pſ. 119.50. f [...]r it hath quickned me.
Goſpel-comforts, thoſe which flow from the Covenant of mercy, and peace, to ſuch as are interreſt­ed in it, are the pureſt and ſureſt and fulleſt comforts.
Now (by the way) from the pre­ciouſneſs of the Covenant, in re­ſpect of the worth of the things promiſed in it, and the excellen­cy of the comforts that flow from it; I infer this, That the worſt of a believer, is better than the beſt of an unbeliev­er; or,
That the loweſt eſtate of one interreſted in the Covenant of pro­miſe, is better than the moſt raiſed condition of any one that is unin­terreſted in it, and a ſtranger to it.
A believer may be a ſtranger in the world, and afflicted with want of food and cloathing convenient, [Page]and may meet with a great deal of hard uſuage; yet, he is a Citi­zen of the Heavenly Jeruſalem; he is the Lords Free-man, he hath God for his Father, Jeſus Chriſt is his Brother; and though he hath little or nothing at preſent to the eye of the World, yet he is rich in hope; though he hath nothing in poſſeſſion viſible, he hath a rich Inheritance, a Kingdom, an im­mortal Crown in reverti­on.
Who is the better man? the poor Chriſtian whom God hath choſen to be rich in Faith, heire to a Kingdom, to the Kingdom of Heaven? or the rich and honoured Worldling, that wears a Gold-ring, and hath the higheſt room given him in the Aſſmblies? ſurely there is no happineſs like to the happi­neſs of a believer, that hath an in­tereſt in the Covenant of Grace, the Lord is his God, this is the Crown of all enjoyments, the com­pendium of all happineſs.
Whence it follows, that God is to be praiſed by us, for nothing in [Page]this world ſo much, as for giving us an intereſt in his Covenant.
3. This Covenant which is ſo precious and ſo comfortable, (a [...] int [...]reſt wherein makes us happy, is freely given us of God, nothing moved him to it, but his own goodneſs; it was free grace that made God to be a Promiſer, a Co­v [...]nanter; now that which is ex­c [...]ng pr [...]cious, an [...] freely given to us, is to be received with much th [...]nkfullneſs.
4. We can make no other re­turn but love and thanks, for a [...]ith [...] love of God;  [...]r [...]ore, let us lov [...] God, and give him praiſe, makin [...] it not only the labour of our lips but the work of our hearts, pow [...] ­ing out our very ſouls unto him who hath manifeſted the gracious p [...]rpoſe of his heart towards us, it the Covenant of Life and Salvati­on, which  [...]e hath given us.
5. Praiſing of God for the Co­venant of his mercy and love, ſhal [...] be the conſtant, et [...]rnal work of Saints in Heaven, when they ſh [...] b [...] fully made partakers of  [...] [Page]bleſſings of the Covenant, being ta­ken up to the fulleſt fruition of their God, and made full of joy with the light of his countenance: and is not Heaven work to be be­gu [...] by us here? do we not pray, that Gods will may be done on Earth as it is in Heaven? now this will argue a heavenly Spirit, to be taken up with heavenly employment and action, and this will be a means to make the heart more heavenly; Oh, let us now enure our ſelves to our everlaſting work, and labour to be as like as may be here to what we ſhall be hereafter.
6. The more we let our hearts out to God in thankfulneſs, for the grace of the Covenant, praiſing him for the free donation of him­ſelf to us, as priſing him above all, the more will he let himſelf out to us, and communicate his goodneſs, clearing up to us our intereſt in him ſhedding abroad his love in our hearts,Pſa. 50.23. ſo making us glad with the Light of his Countenance.
Qu. How ſhall we ſhew our ſelves thankful to God, for the Co­venant [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]of promiſe, the Covenant of his love?
Anſ. In cleanſing our ſelves from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and perfecting holineſs in the fear of God: This is the return which God expects from us, for his love toward us, that we declare our ſelves on his ſide againſt ſin which is his great enemy, that we freely give up our ſelves to him, who hath engaged himſelf to us, that as he is become our God, ſo we ſhould be his people, a people of his holineſs, and that we ſtrive to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleaſing.
2. Let us declare to others the preciouſneſs of the Covenant, and the comfort and ſweetneſs of a Co­venat intereſt in God, tell them, that this is infinitely more worth, than all other intereſts and enjoy­ments, ſeeking thus to draw ſouls unto God; this is thankfulneſs for exhibiting grace, cordially and affectionately to commend both the gift and the giver.
3.  [...] us thankfully, and with [Page]enlarged hearts bleſs God for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the root of the Covenant (as I may ſay) and the Mediator of the Covenant. By his Blood the Covenant was purchaſ­ed for us, and by his mediation it is performed to us; therefore let us ſet the name of Chriſt to all this grace; God the Father delight­eth to have his ſon honoured, and he that honours not the Son, honours not the Fa­ther: therefore, let Chriſt be great with us upon this account, that he hath procured the love of his Fa­ther to us.
4. Our prizing of the Cove­nant, and our thankfulneſs for it, will be ſhewn in our longing for a nearer communion with God, and a fuller fruition of him, in the accompliſhment of all the pro­miſes of the C [...]venant.
We are not thankful to God for the Covenant, whereby he is be­come our God, unleſs we make him our  [...]rd, our portion, our trea­ſure, and have our hearts ſet upon him and deſire carried to him.
[Page]
‘O Lord, thou art my God; why have I no more enjoyment of thee? why is my ſoul at ſuch a diſtance from thee? it contents me not to ſee thy back parts, O ſhew me thy face: O let the time haſten when I ſhall ſee, as I am ſeen; Thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee; my ſoul thirſteth for thee, O bleſſed day, when I ſhall come to appear be­fore my God in Sion.’
Thus you have had a ſeventh Counſel, and ſome directions about it.
8thly. Let us conſtantly act faith upon the Covenant which God hath given us,Counſ. 8. Act faith upon the Co­venant. and upon God in Chriſt covenanting with us. This is the way to fetch ſweetneſs from the Covenant, to ſuck out the ho­ny that is in it.
I ſhall hold forth ſome exciting conſiderations,Incitements ſome arguments to perſwade to the acting of Faith upon God, and upon his Covenant of Promiſe.
1. Conſider, that as God re­  [...]aires this, ſo he is greatly delight­ed [Page]with the actings of precious faith upon ſuch a precious object as himſelf, who is the believers and and happineſs.
This is very pleaſing to God, be­cauſe it gives him the glory of his goodneſs, and of his all ſufficien­cy, and of the truth and certainty of his Covenant; by acting ſaith upon God's Covenant of promiſe, and ſo fetching our comfort from thence, we ſet to our Seal that God is good, and that he is ſufficient for us, and that he is tru [...],  [...]e real in Covenanting, and faithful in performing his Covenant to his people; now, I ſay; it muſt needs he that God is delighted with theſ [...] actings of Faith while the ſoul rowl's it ſelf upon him, and fetches its comforts from him, and ſatis­fies its ſelf with him, becauſe thus the ſould gives him the glory of his precious Attributes which are ſo dear to him.
2. This is a moſt ſweet, pleaſant and delightful life to the believer himſelf, to lie ſucking by faith at the fu [...]l breaſts of conſolation, to [Page]drink in the pure waters of the Fountain of Life, to feed upon the marrow and fatneſs, the honey and ſweetneſs of the ſweet Covenant of grace; to be ſatisfied with God, to have all in him.
There is a vaſt difference be­tween Faiths repaſts, and the worlds refreſhings, between Cove­nant comforts which are received by faith, and creature comforts which are apprehended and taken in by ſenſes: Oh, how do they differ in reſpect of pureneſs, and fullneſs, and durableneſs, and uni­verſality, or extenſiveneſs.
1. In reſpect of pureneſs; there is a mixture of wax in the moſt clarified honey of earthly delights; there is ſome bitterneſs in the ſweeteſt morſels of ſublunary con­tentments; they are  [...] bitter-ſweets; there is a mixture of dreggs in the pureſt liquors of the worlds comforts; but the com­fort of a Covenant intereſt in God, is  [...], ſincere; this is honey without wax; it is  [...], ſweet indeed, without any bitterneſs in [Page]it, it is  [...] pure indeed, liquor without any dregs.
2. Great is the difference be­twixt the comfort which the faith of a believer fetcheth from Gods Covenant, and that which a world­ling fetcheth from the Creature, in reſpect of fullneſs.
Alaſs, the b [...]ſt comforts which the world yields do rather pro­voke than fill the appetite, do ra­ther enerenſe than quench thirſt; no inferious good, no ſublunary en­joyment is adequate or proportio­nable to the capacity or deſire of the Soul; When Hannah wept be­fore the Lord, becauſe ſhe was Childleſs, ſaid, E [...]kanah to her, Why weepeſt thou? am not I better to thee then ten ſins? (as if ſhe ſhould be ſatisfied in him) but ſup­poſe ſhe had had ten ſuch comforts as ſhe longed for, ten Sons; and imagine her Elkanah to be an en­joyment ten times more comforta­ble then he was, yet all this could not be ſatisfactory; Ahabs King­dom was as nothing to him, till he had Naboths Vineyard, and was [Page]he (think you) ſatisfied when he had that? Could not a World ſa­tisfie Al xander? no more would the whole World content us. Theſe things, when we ſeek to fill our ſelves with them, ſeem to ſay to us, as Jacob to Rachael; What? are we to y [...]u inſtead of God?
The good that is ſatisfactory to the Soul, muſt be aptimum & max­imum, the beſt good, that it may ſiſtere appetitum, fix the appetite, (there being nothing ſo deſirable as it,) and the greateſt good, that it may impl [...]re appetitum, fill the ap­petite, (there being nothing need­full beſide it.
Now when faith is acted upon the Covenant; the ſoul takes up ſuch a comfort, ſuch a good, viz. Deum optimum maximum, God the beſt good; there being nothing ſo deſirable as he is, and God the greateſt good even the all com­prehending good, that brings all with him, and ſo is ſatisfactory to the Soul;  [...] I have fed, ſaid the Epicure,  [...] I have found; ſaid the Philoſopher; there [Page]was a kind of a ſudden raviſhment with the enjoyment of their ſenſu­al and intellectual pleaſure, (an empty delight) but when the be­liever acting faith upon the Co­venant as his, feeds upon the good­neſs of God in it, he may wel cry out  [...] I have fed upon that which fills me with a gratful ſatiety, My ſ [...]ul is ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs:  [...], I have found that which contents me, which fills me with delight; let David come in and atteſt this: when act­ing faith upon the Covenant, he had taſted afreſh the conſolation of his intereſt in God, he cries out,Pſ. 73.25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is none on Earth th [...]t I deſire beſide thee; God is mine I have enough.
3. Covenant comforts, thoſe which faith fetch [...]th from the Co­venant, have this excellency in them beyond all Creature comforts that they are durable, abiding com­forts; Creature comforts have in them a vanity of Corruption (as well as a vanity of emptineſs,) they laſt but for a time, even a ſhort [Page]time, (like Jonah's gourd) they are tranſient and momentary; we can have no aſſurance of any worldly comfort; no, not for a day, f [...]r who knows what a day may bring forth?
But, now the comforts which faith doth fetch from the Cove­nant, are ſtreams iſſuing from a living Fountain, that is always yeilding out, they are day com­forts, and night-comforts, ſummer-comforts, and winter comforts, to ſupport and refreſh the Soul in the night of trouble, and the winter of adverſity; as well as in the day of outward peace, and ſummer of proſperity: Gods Covenant is an everlaſting Covenant which yields everlaſting comfort to thoſe that are intereſted in it: and if a Soul that hath an intereſt in it, do at any time, or in any caſe want com­fort from it, it is for want of a lively acting of faith upon it.
4. The beſt of Creature-com­forts are applicable only to ſome particular condition, they are not a ſalve for every ſ [...]r [...], but the com­forts [Page]of the Covenant are ſuitable to every condition of a believer: It is not the God of all comforts, who hath given us this Covenant, in which he hath given himſelf to us, ſo that there is no caſe, where­in the ſould acting faith upon the Covenant ſhall not find comfort in its God.
5. To urge one argument more, that may perſwade to the acting of faith upon the Covenant.
This will be a notable means of making a ſweet and happy im­provement of our intereſt in the Covenant: I ſhall ſhew this in par­ticulars.
1. By familiarizing God to the Soul, through the frequent conſtant actings of faith upon God in Co­venant with us, the thoughts of God will be ſweet and comforta­ble to us: The greatneſs and pow­er, and jealouſie, and juſtice of God, when ſ [...]o [...]ſly thought up­on muſt needs be troubleſom, and terrible to thoſe that are lirangers to him, and have no apprehenſion of an intereſt in him; but this will [Page]be matter of comfort to the believ­er that is intereſted in the Cove­nant of Gods love, and frequently acteth faith upon it: ‘Why, this is may God; his greatneſs and his power, and his juſtice ſhall be for my advantage, put forth for my good;’ and Oh! what a comfort will it then be to the ſoul to conſider; my God is merciful and gracious, abounding in good­neſs and truth, forgiving miqui­ties, healing diſeaſ [...]s, redeeming the life of his people from de­ſtruction, and crowning them with his loving kindneſs, and tender mercies.
2. By thus acting faith upon the Covenant, which God hath given us, we ſhall be ſweetly emboldned in our requeſts to God, ‘O Lord I come to thee now in a weighty caſe, and in my great neceſſity, to implore thy goodneſs toward me, and why ſhould not I with an humble boldneſs approach to the Throne of thy Grace, be­ing confident of acceptance through Chriſt, ſeeing thou art [Page]verily my God, and haſt given me a promiſe to hear me, and help me, and to grant my re­queſts for thy Sons ſake?’
3. This will wonderfully ſwee­ten all mercies: When my heart is kept up in a believing frame, and my acquaintance with God is en­creaſed, and aſſurance of his love toward me ſtrengthened by renew­ed acts of faith; what comfort may I now take in my enjoyments, what ſweetneſs may I find in in­ſeriour good things, and in thoſe that comparatively are ſmall matters? why, this is from my God, and that is from my Father; this is a gift of God's good will, it cometh from a Father's love: this is part of the bleſſing of the Cove­rant, and all theſe gifts are the be­ginnings, and earneſt of everlaſting mercies.
4. By acting Faith upon the Covenant, and by a frequent believ­ing recognition of our intereſt in God, we ſhall be enabled to bear afflictions patiently, and to under­go them with chearfullneſs. The [Page]ſting of afflictions, and the burden of the Croſs is the apprehenſion of Gods anger in it, but while this perſwaſion is kept up in the Soul, that God is my God, that the Co­venant of his love is with me; here is a ſurpaſſing, comforting conſideration in the greateſt afflicti­on. ‘Surely my God means me no harm, he intends no evil to me in this, he hath promiſed that all things ſhall work toge­ther for my good, while he af­flicts me, he is my God ſtill, he threatens me, and loves me ſtill, it is all for my profit; I know that in faithfullneſs he afflicteth me, all Gods ways are mercy and truth to his Covenanted ones; O my Soul, lye quietly under the red, chear up under his affliction, it is a fathers rod, it is the diſ­penſation of my God.’
5. The frequent actings of faith upon the Covenant, bringing it home to our ſelves by renewed ap­plication will be an execllent means to frame our hearts to contented­neſs with our condition, we have [Page]a notable inſtance of this in David, Although my houſe be not ſo with God, 2 Sam. 23.5. yet he hath made with me an everlaſting Covenant, well ordered in all things and ſure. It is not in­deed with my houſe al [...]ogether as I hoped not fully anſwerable to the letter of the Promiſe, which God hath made to righteous Ru­lers; That they ſhall be as the Light of the morning when the Sun riſeth, &c. yet this is my comfort, I am in Covenant with God, he hath made an everlaſting Covenant with me; this helps all, and this is all my deſire, though he maketh not my houſe to grow; I am contented with that which I have in the Covenant.
Q [...]eſt. Whence is it, that the Soul acting faith upon the Cove­nant, fetcheth ſuch contentment from it?
Anſ. 1. Becauſe when Creature-comforts that are the Conduit­pipes conveighing Gods goodneſs to us, are cut off, faith goes to the Fountain, and drinks there, The believing ſoul makes God its por­tion, [Page]and finding all in him, is ſatis­fied with him; this is the excellent skill & ſingular art of faith, thus to ſupply wants, and ſo to bring con­tentment by taking up all in God.
2. Faith in Gods Covenant pre­ſents the believer with the princi­pal full bleſſing of the Covenant, and gives it into the boſom of the ſoul, faith gives the ſoul a light of Heaven, and ſets the Crown, the everlaſting inheritance before the believer.Heb. 12.1. Faith is  [...], the ſubſiſtence of things hoped for; that which makes Hea­ven and future glory preſent to the ſoul. Thus Faith fetcheth con­tentment from the Covenant, by appropriating the Covenant, and looking into the grace and riches of the Covenant, and aſcertaining the ſoul hereof.
The carnal man hath his con­tentment (ſuch as it is) or at leaſt, he ſeeks contentment, in that which he ſees before him, and that which he hath about him here in the World, but the believer fetcheth contentment from what he hath in [Page]hope, upon account of his intereſt in the everlaſting ſure Covenant of God.
6. The conſtant acting of Faith upon Gods Covenant, Ours, will help us to improve our Covenant intereſt in God, to a Saint-like, Son like dependence on him, for protection and proviſion, for all needful mercies and comforts; Thus David excellently improves his intereſt in God unto ſuch de­pendance on him, and confidence,Pſa.  [...]3. in him, The Lord is my Shep­heard, I ſhall not want. Though, I walke through the valley of the  [...]hadow of Death, I will fear non [...] evil, for thou art with me. Surely; mercy and goodneſs ſhall follow me all the days of my life, for the Lord is my God: and ſo in another Pſalm,Pſal. 71. In thee O Lord do I put my truſt, deli­  [...] me (O my God) thou art my hope.
An active faith makes a ſweet, improvement of the Souls intereſt in God, unto ſuch confidence in him, to make him our all-ſufficien­cy in all eſtates.
And there is very good reaſon, [Page]why believers in the exerciſe of faith ſhould rely on God in Co­venant with them.
2. Becauſe they know, that God is all-ſufficient for them in every eſtate.
1. There is in him a ſufficiency of wiſdom, to find out ways for the bettering of the conditions of his people, and to underſtand what is good for them.
2. There is in him a ſufficien­cy of Power, to act by the means which he finds out, and to render them effectual for our good; yea, and he can do us good without means; his Power is unlimited, he can do what he will, and how he will.
3. There is in God likewiſe a ſufficiency of Goodneſs, and Mer­cy, to put forth his wiſdom and power for his peoples good. Truly, God is good to Iſrael: the Prophet Iſa. tells us,Iſa. 63.7. of the loving kind­neſs of the Lord, and his great goodnes, and his mercys, and the multitude of his loving kind­neſſes towards his People.
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This Mercy and Goodneſs, and love of God will ſurely put forth his wiſdom and power for the good of his People; and this is that which faith lays hold on, to cauſe the true believer to caſt him­ſelf upon his God.
2. The Soul that acteth faith upon Gods Covenant given him, is ſenſible of God, his relation to him, and of his relation to God, and hath herein a ground of confi­dence; for, if we be God his Co­venanted ones.
1. He is our Shepheard, and we are his ſheep: now every good Shepheard is careful of his flock to defend it, and provide for it; up­on this account, David promiſeth to himſelf all needful ſupplys from God, and his gracious Protecti­on, becauſe the Lord is his Shep­heard: See how the Prophet Iſai­ah holds forth Gods provident care for, and indulgence and tenderneſs toward his People,Iſa. 40.11. who are his Sheep: He ſhall feed his Flock like  [...] Shepheard, he ſhall gather the Lambs with his armes, and carry[Page]them in his beſome, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young.
2. If we be Gods C [...]venanted ones, Mal. 1.6. then; he is our Maſter, and we are his Servants: a good Maſter hath a care of his ſervants, a counts himſelf to ſtand charged by vertue of his relation, to look after them, and provide for them; now ſure­ly God is the beſt Maſter, he is moſt loving toward, moſt careful of, and makes the beſt proviſion for his ſervants.
3. God is a Father to his Cove­nanted ones, and they are his chil­dren; and like a Father, he loves them, and pities them, and is rea­dy to miniſter to all their neceſſi­ties, ſurely Gods bowels are more tender than man's, and his love is infinitely beyond the love of earth­ly Parents;Tam pater nemo, tam pius nemo. there is no Father like him, none ſo indulgent as he is. If ye being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more ſhall your heavenly Fa­ther give? When God promiſes to heal Iſraels condition, he gives this re [...]ſ [...]n of it;Jer. 31.9. For I am a Father [Page]to Iſrael. This relation of a Fa­ther works much upon the heart of God, ſo that he remembers his children, when they are unmindful of him.
4. God is a Husband to thoſe that are in Covenant with him,Iſa. 54.5. and they are his ſpouſe, his dearly be­loved; now in this near relation,  [...]iction is d [...]awn out between Creatures, to do what they can to  [...]elp, and comfort, and procure the good of one another; and though there may be a failing between a Man and his Wife, for want of  [...]ower, or ability, and ſometimes or want of a good diſpoſition, and due conjugal affection, yet God  [...]annot fail to anſwer this relation  [...] the full.
Now the Soul, I ſay, acting faith  [...]pon the Covenant is confident in God, upon account of ſuch relati­on of God to the ſoul that is in Co­venant with him.
3. God hath tied himſelf by  [...]ovenant to his People, to heal  [...]m, and help them, and to give  [...]m all needful good things, and [Page]to be all in all to them; I will make an everlaſting Covenant with them, Jer. 32.40. that I will not turn away from them to do them good, yea, I will rejoyce over them, to do them good.
Now the Soul knows that God is no Covenant breaker, and there­fore in remembrance of this tye which God hath laid upon him­ſelf, while faith is awake and active the believer hath a dependance on his God, ‘O Lord, thou art my God, I will truſt in thee; I ſhall not periſh; I ſhall not want, there, is wiſdom enough, and power enough, and goodneſs enough in my God; and theſe Attributes of his are engaged to me, that I may ſtay my ſelf upon them.’
Oh, Chriſtians, the acting of faith with ſtrength and vigour up­on Gods Covenant, would make us to depend on him, and have con­fidence in him, even in a Sea of mi­ſeries, in the deepeſt affliction, caſt­ing our ſelves upon the power, and mercy, and faithfullneſs of our [Page]God, when our condition ſeems to be deſperate: Is it thus and thus with me, are maters brought to this paſs? yet I will not let go the Co­venant, I will not loſe my hold on God, I know God will deliver me one way or other, even in that way which he ſees to be beſt for me.
This well be one happy im­provement of our intereſt in the Covenant, by acting faith upon it.
7. By this means our intereſt in the Covenant would be improved unto love, toward God, and obedi­ence to him; (I put them toge­ther as for hafts ſake, ſo in regard of their neceſſary, connection, and conjunction, they being inſ [...]pera­ble, in as much as obedience doth naturally flow from love) I ſay, the more? conſtant, and the ſtron­ger the actings of faith upon the Covenant are, the more affectio­n [...]tly will the Soul love God, and the more chearfully, and conſtant­ly obey him. True faith is a lov­ing faith, which carries the affecti­on [Page]of love unto God, who hath given the Covenant of his love un­to us, and it is a lively, working faith, which moves and acts the ſoul towards God, and gives it up to him who hath not with-held himſelf from us, but hath beſtow­ed himſelf upon us.
A clear apprehenſion of an ex­celling good, and a knowledge of my intereſt in it, muſt needs draw my affection to it: Relation hath ever been a ground of affection, where lovelineſs is apprehend­ed.
Now, the Lord full of all glo­rious excellencies, tranſcendently good, is my God, my Father, my Husband; he love's me with an abounding, immenſe, conſtant, everlaſting love, oh! how can I chuſe, but love him, yea, love him much, while he vouchſafes to give himſelf full of all goodneſs and bleſſedneſs, into my boſome; and ſo ſatisfies my ſoul, fills me with himſelf? I cannot chuſe but love a ſatisfying good; and oh! I truly deſire to pleaſe him, my ſoul is [Page]grieved for any unkindneſs of mine toward him, or diſobedi­ence to him; Goſpel-grace, the grace of the Covenant, which ap­peareth bringing ſalvation, teach­eth us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,Tit. 2.12. and to live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent world.
This is another notable effect and fruit of acting Faith upon the Covenant of grace.
8. By this means our intereſt in the Covenant will be improved,  [...], to that ſtrong conſolation ſpoken of in the ſext.
Therefore God with whom the ſoul is in Covenant, is called the God of all conſolation. 2 Cor. 13.
Now they are (as hath been ſaid) pure, full, ſure comforts, that are fetcht from the Covenant by the extractory vertue and power of Faith, which is a rare Chymiſt indeed. God comforteth the believ­er acting faith upon him, ſhall tri­bulations, in every preſſing, pinch­ing condition. This is my Comfort in [Page]affliction,  [...]. Pſal. 119.50. for thy word hath quickned me. When the believer is damped in ſpirit, and as it were dead in regard of ſpiritual operations and affections, faith reviveth him drawing lift out of the word of promiſe, from the Covenant of God. Though it be thus, and thus with me, yet he hath made with me an everlaſting Covenant; The ſence hereof doth not only ſupport the ſoul, but rejoyce it; The ſoul is comforted againſt ſin and Satan, and death, and Hell, and amidſt ſorrows, and afflictions in the world, when a Chriſtian remem­breth what he hath in the Cove­nant, and how he ſtands related to God; and are theſe conſolati­ons of God ſmall?
9. Faith acted upon the Cove­nant leads the ſoul, as it were, to the top of an exceeding high hill, or mountain, and thence ſhews it the kingdome of heaven, and the glory thereof. And ſaith, ‘All this will God the Father give thee, this is thy inheritance, thy God hath given in thee in pro­miſe [Page]and will give it thee in hand, for his Covenant is ſure.’ Faith acted upon the promiſe of God giveth the ſoul a lively hope of ſalvation; verily there remaineth a reſt to the people of God; it is certain to them by the certainty of God's promiſe; God's Covenant gives believers a right to it, and it is certain to them (as to their frui­tion of it) by God's unchangeable decree; Though it be to be enjoy­ed upon condition of enduring to the end, of perſevering in faith, and new obedience, yet in as much as that condition is likewiſe abſo­lutely promiſed, and Chriſt hath undertaken to be the worker and finiſher of our faith, and perfecter of our ſalvation, this ſalvation is ſtill abſolutely certain upon pro­miſe. ‘Hope, O my Soul, ſaith faith, hope to the end for the ſal­vation which is to be brought to thee at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Wilt thou diſtruſt God? haſt thou not his promiſe to reſt upon, hath he not given thee his Covenant and Oath for thy aſſu­rance [Page]rance?’ When the fleſh hath no­thing wherein it may rejoyce, yet do thou, O believing ſoul, keep the rejoycing of hope firm unto the end.
10. A lively acting of faith upon the Covenant, will raiſe the Chriſtian to heavenly mindedneſs, to have his heart much in heaven with his God, who is his portion and his treaſure; when faith reads the love, and goodneſs, and deſi­rableneſs of God, as he hath ex­preſſed himſelf in the lines of the Covenant, and gives the ſoul a true account of it, now the ſoul muſt needs love, where it is thus loved, and where there is ſuch lov­lineſs, for this is attractive of love; Now, anima eſt ubi amat, the heart, the ſoul is where it loveth; if the treaſure be in Heaver, there will the heart be; therefore if we would have our hearts to be in Heaven, let us keep them ſtill poſ­ſeſſed with true believing thoughts and apprehenſions of the free, a­bounding grace and love of God toward us, expreſſed in the Cove­nant [Page]which he hath given us.
Oh, if we could by faith lodge our ſouls in the boſome of Gods Covenant, that there we may ſee how God loves us with the trueſt and fulleſt, and moſt conſtant, and moſt advantagious love, it would not then be a hard matter, to have our hearts with God, and ſurely, when the heart is with him, it is where it ſhould be, and where it finds the ſweeteſt being.
Thus you have ſeen the fruits of acting faith upon the Covenant, the improvement of the Covenant thereby to ſuch ſweet advantages of the ſoul; thus our Covenant intereſt in God, will be improve­ed.
1. To the ſweetning of our thoughts of God.
2. To a holy boldneſs in our approaches to God.
3. To the ſweetning of all mer­cies to us.
4. Unto patience and chearfull­neſs in afflictions.
5. To contentedneſs with our conditions.
[Page]6. To a firm ſetled dependance on God.
7. Unto love and obedlence.
8. Unto conſolation of the heart in tribulations.
9. To a lively hope of Salvati­on.
10. The heavenly mindedneſs, and a heavenly converſation.
Now to proceed to a Ninth counſel.
If you have applyed Gods Cove­nant,Counſ. 9. ſo that you have a feeling apprehenſion of your intereſt in it; then let not the enjoyments and outward ſuppoſed felicity of men in the World be an eye-ſore to you, or move you to envy; Alaſs, they are not to be envyed, but to be pit­tied, becauſe they have not ſuch an inheritance as you have; their enjoyments are but ſmall heaps of duſt; whereas the believers enjoy­ments and hopes are great Moun­tains of Gold; O happy believers, if they know their own happineſs in ſuch an intereſt: We read in Hi­ſtory, That when the Spaniſh Am­baſſador boaſted of the largeneſs of[Page]his Maſters Dominitions, and his many Titles, that he was King of this and that, and the other Kingdom; and Prince of ſuch a place, a [...]d Duke of ſuch a place: The French Ambaſſa­dour anſwered, My Maſter is King of France, King of France, King of France, intimating, that France was more worth than all places under the King of Spain his Power.
When the men of the World ſhall boaſt that this is theirs, and that is theirs, and ſhall cry out, O their riches; O their honours; now let the believer make his boaſt in the Lord his God, and cry, Oh, the Covenant! Oh! the Cove­nant of Grace: Oh! the Covenant of Gods Love is mine; why! this is more worth than all the riches, and glory of the World.
10. Hath God been pleaſed to make a Covenant with us,Counſ. 1 [...]. and to give it ſo confirmed to us; oh! let us then more and more break off the Covenant, and diſanul the agreement, between our Nature and the Devil, and let us break off the league which hath been and [Page]is between our ſouls, and any luſt or vanity; let us renounce all for God; and as he vouchſafeth to become our God, ſo let us give up our ſelves more and more unto him, as his People; as he is a Co­venanting, Covenant-keeping God, ſo let us be a Covenanting, Cove­nant-keep in People: Let us with all our hearts accept the Lord to be our God, ſolemnly and cordially entering into Covenant with him, and yielding our ſelves up unto him, to be wholly at his diſpoſal, reſolving that we will not be led by the Devil, or the World, or the Fleſh, any more; but that our God ſhall lead us, and order us in all things.
And let us ſee, that we prove not unfaithful in the Covenant which we have made unto God, wherein we have promiſed, to re­nounce the Devil, and the World, and the Fleſh, and to ſerve our God only. Oh, let us labour to keep, Covenant ſtrictly with the Lord our God: Let us not conform our ſelves to the World: Let us not [Page]willingly give one affection or thought unto any luſt: Let us la­bour to work our hearts to, and keep them in an abhorrency of the Devil and all his works; and let us be ſtill warring againſt the De­vil, and the World, and the Fleſh; and let us labour to become daily more ſpi [...]t [...]l an [...] holy▪ and hea­venly,  [...] God, and more  [...]  [...]o him, en­deavoring th [...]  [...] may be found in all things to the praiſe and glo­ry of God. Oh, that we may love him, and delight in him, and walk with him, and live to him, who hath loved us, and ſet his eyes, and his heart upon us, and hath given the Covenant of his love into the boſom of our ſouls.
It is ſo that the Covenant con­firmed to Abraham, is confirmed to all belivers to the Worlds end; confirmed I ſay, as by Gods Word, and Oath, and Seals, ſo by the death of Chriſt, by his perfect, all­ſufficient ſatisfaction? Oh, then what a feaſt of comfort, what a banquet of ſweet-meats is here for [Page]believers? Here is that which is ſweeter than the honey, and the honey-combe.
Believers; The Covenant where­in you are intereſted, that is ſo confirmed to you, is moſt compre­henſively comfortable, carrying in it all matter of ſweet conſolation, ſo that from this confirmed Cove­nant Gods Covenanted ones may fetch ſufficient conſolation againſt any thing that may put in for their diſcomfort.
This Covenant is comfortable againſt ſin, and all ſelf unworthi­neſs, for what ſaith God in his Co­venant; I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their ſins and their tranſgreſſions will I not remem­ber any more. Oh, how many and how great have my ſins been (ſaith the poor ſoul) how exceed­ingly aggravated? I have ſinned againſt God who wonderfully made me, and hath graciouſly pre­ſerved me, and plentifully provid­ed for me; I have ſinned againſt the bowels of Gods mercies, againſt the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt; againſt [Page]the riches of Gods free Grace; are there any ſins like to my ſins? now is there any pardon, any mer­cy, any hope for ſuch a ſinner.
Now, let a ſinner faſten mediati­on upon this branch of the Cove­nant, which is confirmed by the death of Chriſt, and conſider, here is pardon of ſin, offered in the pro­miſe, and it is Gods pardon, and it is a Free pardon, and it is a Final pardon, never revoked. Here is admirable comfort for humble ſouls that are preſſed down even to the Gates of Hell, under the ſenſe of their own ſinfullneſs and guilt. The Covenant of Grace confirmed to believers is comforta­ble againſt ſin. And hence it fol­lows, that it is comfortable againſt the wrath of God, and the threat­nings of the Law, and againſt Death.
I might ſhew you, how this Co­venant anſwers all objections a­gainſt, and removes all impedi­ments of the believers happineſs, and Salvation; how it is ſet up againſt the guilt, and filth, and [Page]power of ſin; againſt the curſe, and condemnation of the Law; a­gainſt diſcouragement from weak­neſs of graces, and imperfection of duties; againſt death and De­vil, and whatſoever may be ſup­poſed to hinder the Salvation and Happineſs of Gods Covenant-peo­ple.
Would I ſtand further to in­ſtance in the ſeveral poſitive pri­veledges and bleſſings of the Cove­nant; I might ſhew you what a­bundant comfort flows from each of them.
How great is the comfort of Redemption and Reconciliation, and Juſtification, and Sanctificati­on, and the Promiſe and hope of Glory? and now all theſe Well­ſprings of comfort are carried in the Covenant, which is confirmed to believers by the death of Chriſt.
Here now Chriſtians, is Wine and Milk, here is N [...]ctar and Am­broſia, here are delicates indeed for thoſe that have laid hold upon this Covenant of Gods love.
[Page]
Eate, O Children of Abraham; drink, yea drink abundantly, O ye believing Souls.
Bleſſed Soul that can ſay, Gods Covenant is mine.


God's Chriſt OUR'S.
[Page]
Rom. 8.32.‘He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all; how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things?’
IN the former verſe the Apo­ſtle boaſts of his own, and every Believer's ſecurity a­gainſt all enemies and evils, grounding this his triumph of Faith the upon unchangeable love of God towards Believers, and the preſence of his Grace with them: And whereas the fleſh is ready to caſt many doubts, and the [Page]weak Chriſtian is apt to be diſcou­raged by croſs events, and afflicting providences, and by the conſidera­tion of the Devils malice, and the Worlds enmity againſt believers, the Apoſtle obviating ſuch doubts, and anticipating ſuch objections, anſwers and clears off all, that faith may not be entangled with any of them.
The ſcope of the Text, the Apo­ſtle h drift therein,Scope. is to take off from the children of God, the fear of want, aſſuring them of all need­full good things, and for this pur­poſe he uſeth an argument drawn from the conſideration of what God hath done for us, what he hath given; he hath given us his own Son, a gift more worth than ten thouſand Worlds; why then ſhould we doubt, but that he will give us other things? undoubted­ly, the love of God which hath been commended to us in ſuch a wonderful gift, will not ſtick at ſmall matters.
How ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things?
[Page]
 [...]
[Page]
 [...]
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 [...]
[Page]
 [...]
[Page]
 [...]
[Page]
This interrogation hath the force of an affirmation with an aſ­ſeveration: Shurely God who for our ſakes hath not ſpared the life of his own only, dearly beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, but hath delive­red him up to death for us, will together with him give us all things.
Though there be not much dif­ficulty in the words, yet it may not be amiſs to give a little light to the termes.
 [...] he who relates to  [...] God. The Apoſtle inſiſteth on the com­mendation of the love of God, illuſtrating that, and ſeeking to eſtabliſh Souls upon it,
 [...] his own Son,  [...] doth moſt ſtrictly ſignifie propriety and a peculiar intereſt in a perſon, or thing; and it is one of thoſe diſtin­guiſhing notes, whereby the natu­ral Son of God is diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of his Sons, who are not Sons by Nature, but by Grace, by Adoption, and Regene­ration; Gods own Son is Jeſus Chriſt.
[Page]
 [...], He ſpared not, but delivered up. The Apoſtle here amplifyeth the great love and rich grace of God, he ſpared not, but gave i. e. he ſtick­ed not to give; he ſpared not the Life of his own Son, his dearly be­loved Son, but delivered him up for us, delivered him  [...]up  [...]o Death. thus Rom.  [...].2 [...]. Chriſt w [...]s delivered for our offences, i. e. He was by his Father delivered to death; that there we muſt ſo underſtand it, is clear, from the oppoſite term rai­ſed, and he was raiſed again for our juſtification, was raiſed from the dead. We have other Texts ſpeaking this plainly. For the ſuffering of Death, Heb. 29. that he by the grace of God ſhould taſte of Death for all men. 1 Pe [...]. 3.18 Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for ſins being put to death in the fleſh. (thus here [ [...], for us, pro nobis; i. e. vice noſtri in our ſtead; and propter nos, or bono noſtro, for our benefit: we ſinners muſt have died, if Chriſt had not died for us, for Death is the wages of ſin: God therefore delivered up [Page]his Son to death for us, that we might not dye.
And ſurely, very many and great are the benefits and advantages that accrue to ſinners from Chriſt his dying for them, which may be all reduced to, and ſum'd up in this one word Redemption; which is the great fruit and effect of Chriſt his Mediation; and being taken in its full Latitude, is all ſpiritual grace and bleſſing in this World, and the World to come.
The whole work of Gods grace toward ſinners in Chriſt Jeſus, is uſually in Syſtems of Divinity, cal­led Redemption;Pro nobis, hec noſtrae ſalutis cau­ſâ & noſtrâ vice ac loco nempe ut morte ſuâ peccatis noſ tris expia­tis a morte nos redime­ret, & juſti­tiam atque vitam a­miſſam no­his repara­ret, Par. Chriſt was de­livered to death  [...] for us, in our ſtead, ſuffering what we ſhould have ſuffered, that we might not ſuffer, but might be ſet free; and for us, for our ſakes, to our behoof, that he might obtain eternal Re­demption for us, as Heb. 9.12.  [...] he doth not ſay for all, but for us all, for me and ſuch as I am, Elect and Beloved, as afterwards ver. 33.34, 35, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of [Page][God's Elect.] It is God that juſtifi­eth; who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that dyed. Who ſhall ſepa­rate us from the love of Chriſt? ſee here who they are for whom Chriſt dyed to clear them from ac­cuſation, to ſet them above Con­demnation; they are Gods Elect, they are thoſe that have Chriſt his love; ſo that here in the Text we have an univerſal Particle, with a reſtriction upon it, [Ʋs] is exclu­ſive of ſome, of many, of all others; according to that of our Saviour,John 10.15 I lay down my life for the Sheep, for them only.
And indeed the Scripture doth limit, and appropriate the death of Chriſt, the fruit and benefit of it to a certain ſort of perſons, thoſe for whom he undertook to be their Redeemer, and doth not extend it to all.
He gave himſelf to dye for his Church his body,Eph. 5.23, 25. now the Church is not the World in the univerſali­ty of Men and Women, but Gods portion in the Wo [...] ▪ contradiſtin­guiſhed to the World;Jo. 17.9. thoſe that [Page]are Redeemed unto God,Rev. 5.9. by the bloud or Chriſt, out of every Kin­dred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation, he doth not ſay, all Kin­dreds, and People but ſome out of every kindred▪ &c. here is no hold­ing forth of Univerſal Redempti­on.
Chriſt is ſaid,Jo. 10.11, 15. to give his Life, to lay it down for his ſheep, n [...]w not all men and women are the Sheep of Chriſt, Mat. 25.32 we read of Goats as well as ſheep. Chriſt died for his People, to Redeem them, Mat. 1.21. to ſave them from their ſins, viz. for thoſe that are in a ſpecial conſideration, the People of God;Rom. 11. thoſe whom he hath foreknown, his Elect People. Chriſt gave him­ſelf for his Children, his ſeed. Heb. 2.13, 14, 15. And whereas it  [...]s ſaid, ver. 9. That he taſted Death for every man, It is to be underſtood of every ſort of men, Gentiles as well as Jews, for this is afterward limited to Sons, Bre­thren, and children of Chriſt: The Spiritual ſeed are thoſe many and all thoſe for whom Chriſt ſuf­fered Death.
Chriſt died only for thoſe that [Page]were given him of his Father; Thou haſt given him power over all  [...]leſh; Jo. 17.2. that he ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt given him. How doth Chriſt give them eternal life? by dying for them, thus purchaſing by his death, and  [...]hen applying to them the purcha­ſed redemption.
Surely Chriſt did not dye for all,  [...]e would not dye for thoſe for whom he would not pray;Jo. 17.9. now ſee what he himſelf ſaith of this, I pray  [...] for the world, but for thoſe whom  [...] haſt given me out of the world.
He who delivered by his own  [...]on for us all, (ſaith the Apoſtle in  [...]he Text)  [...], how  [...]all he not freely give? give of grace, and with gracious thoughts  [...]nd purpoſes. This word ſtands  [...] oppoſition to  [...]an's merits, and  [...]o Gods common bounty.
 [...] with him, viz. with  [...]hriſt: All the good of ſouls is  [...]eaſured up in Chriſt, and all the  [...]joyments of Chriſtians are  [...]etened, and become valuable  [...]d profitable to them by their en­joyment [Page]of Chriſt. He that hath not Chriſt hath nothing that is truly good to him, or that will prove comfortable in the end, there is no more than a ſhadow of good things without him;  [...] all things.
Some expound this of all things that God hath made; others in­terpret it thus, all things that are good and neceſſary, others, all things that may be furtherances of our ſalvation.
The two latter ſenſes hold very clearly, and the other may be ad­mitted, if we diſtinguiſh between the right of God's children, and their poſſeſſion: God hath given them a right in and through Chriſt to all things for their good;1 Cor. 3.22. all things are yours, and ye are Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods; and as for poſſeſſion of earthly things, it  [...] given or witheld, according to the moſt wiſe and gracious diſpenſati­on of God, as he ſees to be for the good of his children.
Well, thus underſtand the Apo­ſtle: God, who hath given his [Page]Son, will with him freely, graci­ouſly, and in good will give all things that may further our ſalva­tion, and that are good and neceſ­ſary for us.
Now there are two general parts of the Text.
Parts of the Text.1. An argument of God his ſurpaſſing love toward the elect, that he gave his own Son to dye for them.
2. A moſt comfortable infe­rence thereupon, that having giv­en his Son, he will give all things with him.
The words being opened, the Text gives us many doctrines.
Doctrines deducted.1. That Jeſus Chriſt (who is here called Gods own Son) is very God.
2. That this Son of God was given by God for the ranſome of ſouls.
3. That God did not give his Son, nor did Jeſus Chriſt give himſelf to dye for all, but only for the Elect.
4. That the love of God is wonderfully made out to ſouls in [Page]giving his Son to dye for them.
Theſe four obſervations lye ve­ry clear in the antecedent, viz. that God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up to death for the Elect.
Now in the conſequent or infe­rence, [that God will ſurely toge­ther with Chriſt give all other things) we have theſe notes.
1. That even all earthly things are given and diſpenſed by God.Doctrines.
2. That Jeſus Chriſt is the great gift of God,
3. That where God giveth Chriſt, he will give all other need­ful good things.
4. That all the enjoyments of believers are gifts of grace; where Chriſt is given, there is (a gracious) gifts of other things with him.
5. Where Chriſt is not given, nothing is given with a purpoſe of grace.
6. That where the love of God in giving Chriſt, is apprehended and particularly applied, there faith hath ſure footing to ſtand and bear up the ſoul in expectation of [Page]all other needful good things, (This comes up to the ſcope of the Text.)
Thus you ſee, this 32th verſe of this 8th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romanes, is like a ſpecial branch of a fruitful tree, ſingu­larly well loaden with precious fruit, yielding us many uſeful ob­ſervations.
But now I ſhall pluck and give you to eat only two of thoſe choiſe Apples which grow upon this moſt fruitful bough,Two do­ctrines handled. opening and improving two of thoſe Doctrines which the Text gives.
The points are theſe,
1. God the Father delivered his own Son Jeſus Chriſt unto death, for the redemption of ſouls.
2. Jeſus Chriſt is the principal gift of God.
God the Father delivered his own Son Jeſus Chriſt unto death, Doct. 1 for the redemption of ſouls.
B [...]fore I take into conſideration the expreſs terms of this propoſi­tion,Explication. I ſhall premiſe ſomething [Page]that here is ſuppoſed and implied.
1. It is ſuppoſed, that this Son of God was made Man; here is a neceſſary ſuppoſition of the incar­nation of the Son of God; for as God he could not dye; the divine nature is impaſſible: The Word therefore muſt be made fleſh, the Son of God muſt become Man, that he might be capable of ſuffer­ing for ſinners, who were to be re­deemed by his death.
2. Here is neceſſarily implied the union of two natures in the perſon of Chriſt; he was both God and Man; therefore he is called Immanuel, God with us: and hence it is ſaid,Acts 20.28. that God pur­chaſed his Church with his owe bloud; Chriſt, as God had no bloud to ſhed, and conſidered as a mear man his bloud could not be a valuable price for the redemption of ſouls; he muſt be man there­fore, that he might be in a capacity to dye, and he muſt be God, that his death might be ſatisfactory and meritorious.
Now to the point, as it is ex­preſſed, [Page]herein we are to conſider, the Agent, the Action, the Object, and the End.
1. The Agent, God, (that is his name) the Father, (that is his relation to the Son, who is the Ob­ject here.)
2. The Act, delivered to death.
Obj. But the Evangeliſts tells us that Judas delivered him,  [...], the ſame word that is here uſed, though there it is engliſh­ed, betrayed him.
Anſ. The ſame action may ve­ry well be aſcribed both to the principal,Sol. and the inſtrumental cauſe; God the Father was the principal cauſe of the delivery of his Son to death, appointing, and by his providence ordering the actions of Judas, and the Jews, and of Pilate in this buſineſs; God by the teachery of Judas, and by the malice and cruelty of the reſt of the actors of that Tragedy, de­livered his Son to death. He was ſmitten of God,Iſa. 53. The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all, it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, [Page]and to put him to grief.
3. The object, his own Son Je­ſus Chriſt; Of this term of ſpe­cial relation, or ſingular appropri­ation, I ſpake ſomething when I opened the letter of the Text; I ſhall ſay no more of the object now.
4. We have in the point, the end of this act put forth by this agent, upon this object, that is, the redemption of ſouls.
Redempti­on delive­rance.The word Redemption noteth both a Deliverance, and the way of accompliſhing it.
 [...], to redeem, is Emer­e ri, to buy off, or buy out a perſon, or thing, to ſet a perſon free from priſon,Dato pretio aſſerere in libertatem. or puniſhment, or ſlavery, to ſet a thing free from alienation, or engagement, or morgage, or forfeiture (be it houſe, or land, or goods) to clear it, to fetch it off by the payment of a price.
 [...], redemption, ſignifies both the act of delivering, or free­ing, and the effect, the liberty, or freedome procured and enjoyed.
 [...], redemption, is [Page]improperly taken up ſometimes, to note any deliverance from any danger, or evil, as Heb. 11. this word is uſed concerning a tempo­ral deliverance from the danger of death.Heb. 11.39.  [...]  [...]ſt libera­tlo allcuſu [...] ab Incom­modo, in­tere [...]dente— Others were tortured not accepting deliverance.
Properly,  [...], eſt vindi­tatis perſonae vel rei, &c. is a vindi­cation, a clearing, or freeing of a perſon or thing captived, or all [...]na­ted, by paying, or giving a price.
And ſuch redemption is either corporal, or ſpiritual.
Now Chriſt his redemption is not corporal, but ſpiritual.
Man before he finned had ſpiri­tual liberty; this being loſt by ſin, there comes in the room of it guilt, and a ſpiritual captivity; partly under the wrath and judge­ment of God h [...]s Judge, and the curſe of the Law, partly under ſpiritual enemies, ſin, devil, death, and hell.
Now there is a ſpiritual redeem­er given, the mediator Chriſt Jeſus, and a ſpiritual price or ranſome paid, the death of Chriſt, which [Page]however according to the hiſtory it was corporal, yet in reſpect of the end of it, is wholly ſpiritual; and the fruits and benefits of this redemption are ſpiritual, viz. a de­liverance from the wrath of God, and the curſe of the Law, and the power of Satan, death, and hell; remiſſion of ſins, adoption, rege­neration, and eternal ſalvation; and in our doctrine, we ſay, it is the redemption of ſouls.
This is the redemption that is in Chriſt, or by Chriſt, purchaſed; procured, effected by his death, which was ſatisfactory to the ju­ſtice of God (ſo that upon account hereof God is ready to releaſe ſin­ners from his curſe and wrath, and the puniſhment due for ſin) and deſtructive to the Devil's power and kingdome; ſo that in reſpect of Satan, the Redeemer fetcheth of his poor captives from him by ſtrong hand, an almighty power. Thus the redemption that we are ſpeaking of is the vindication or recovery of ſinners, from the bond­age in which they were under ſin, [Page]Satan, death, and the wrath of God, into the contrary ſpiritual li­berty, by the payment of a ſuffici­ent price, which was the bloud of the Son of God.
Yet let me add a word more concerning this redemption.
As there is a twofold adoption pointed out in Scripture, the one inchoat, whereby we are made the Sons of God; the other conſum­mate, whereby we are manifeſted to be the Sons of God, and enter­ed into a full poſſeſſion of the in­heritance of Sons, (which adopti­on the Sons of God are ſaid to wait for) ſo there is a twofold re­demption.Rom. 8.
1. The work of redemption once wrought,Plena ac perfecta beratio li­omnibus gradibus & numeris abſoluta redemptio tumanimae, tum corpo­ris, in die judicii, Gerh. in Harm. Eu. whereby we are re­demed from ſin and death, par­doned and reconciled to God, &c.
2. That which is called the re­demption of the body Rom. 8. and the redemption of the poſſeſ­ſion, Epheſ. 1. which is a full deli­uerance and freedome from all corruption and miſery, unto a full fruition of immortality and bleſ­ſedneſs, [Page]which believers are ſaid to wait for, which they ſhall have at the day of Judgement.
This is the end for which Chriſt was delivered to death.
God the Father contrived, com­manded, and ordered the death of Chriſt, of his own Son, as a ſatiſ­factory price to his Law and Ju­ſtice (that thereby poor ſinners might be redeemed; i. e. bought out of ſlavery and miſery, delive­red from the guilt and power of ſin) and as the means by which they might be reſcued from out of the hand of Satan, and from all the powers of darkneſs, and vin­dicated into the glorious liberty of the Sons of God.
Now for proof of the point.Proof.
To thoſe Texts that were hint­ed in opening the Word, I ſhall add othe s; He made him to be ſin for us, 2 Cor. 5.21. which knew no ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, i. e. He made his own guiltleſs Son to become a ſacrifice for ſin, offered up to God for the expiating of our ſins.
[Page]
He of God is made to us re­demption.1 C 30. Gal 3 13. He hath redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe for us.
Thus you have had the Quid ſi [...], and the Quod ſit; the Explica­tion, and proof of the Point.
Now as to the Cur ſit, Demon­ſtration. the why ſo, of the Doctrine; there are two queſtions about this, which ſhall be ſatisfied in two words.
Queſt. 1. Queſt. 1 Why muſt Jeſus Chriſt needs be delivered to death for the re­demption of ſinners?
Anſ. 1 Ex hypothe­ſi. Anſw. There muſt needs be a mediator of redemption for the recovery of loſt ſinners (God hav­ing decreed this way of ſaving ſouls) and he that would deliver ſinners, muſt mediate for them by bloud, muſt anſwer the offended law and juſtice of God, which could not be ſatisfied, but by the death of the ſinner, or of an un­dertaker, or ſurely for him; (this was the price of ſatisfaction) Man could not by himſelf any way ſa­tisfie God's law and juſtice, for that required infinite ſatisfaction, [Page]but a finite creature cannot make infinite ſatisfaction; nay, a finite ſinner can make no ſatisfaction at all, therefore one that was no ſin­ner, and one that was true man, and one that was more than man, no leſs than God, muſt be the re­deeming Mediator, to deliver poor ſinners, by paying down a price, a ſufficient price, ſatisfactory to the juſtice of God; and that muſt be his bloud:Heb. 9.22. For without the ſheding of bloud, there is no remiſſion of ſins; So that it muſt needs be Jeſus Chriſt, God and Man, that muſt ſuffer death in the fleſh, for the re­demption of ſouls.
Queſt. 2. Why would God deli­ver his own S [...]n up to death for the redemption of ſ [...]uls?
Anſw. 2. This may ſatisſie us, becauſe ſo it pleaſed him; it pro­ceeded only from the free grace, and good pleaſure of God, there was no other imp [...]lſive or moving cauſe. This is a part, and a great act of God's ſpecial gracious pro­vidence toward his Elect, which is a ſtupendious argument of the [Page]freeneſs and the riches of his grace to ſinners: God was not cruel to his own Son, but merciful, and moſt tenderly compaſſionate to­ward poor ſinners, wretched crea­tures, that had undone themſelves; either we muſt dye eternally, or the Son of God muſt dye for us (muſt be under the power of death for a time.) Now guilty ſin­ners are ſpared, and the innocent Son of God, the Son of his love is given to death for us, that we might live: This is grace indeed, and as this proceeded from grace,Eph. 1.5, 6, 7 ſo it was aimed by God at the glo­rifying of his grace to all eternity, So much to the Doctrinal part of the Point.
I come now to Application.
APPLICATION.
Firſt, Ʋſe 1 Informati­on. I ſhall draw up ſome in­ference for information.
1. It follows hence, that by nature we are all miſerable cap­tives, and wretched ſlaves; other­wiſe there needed not a Redeemer; [Page]The Prophet tells us,I [...]a. 61.1. what was the office of Chriſt, and to what pur­poſe he was ſent; to proclaim li­berty to the captives, and the o­pening of the priſon to thoſe that are bound.
Paul tells us,Rom. 7.14. that he was by na­ture ſold under ſin, and though he was redeemed with the bloud of Chriſt, and regenerated by the ſpirit of Chriſt, yet ſin did ſtill hang about him, he could not ſhake off his fetters, nor get whol­ly clear from his bonds, but he was ſtill ſo clogged and fettered with corruption, that he cries out,  [...]? O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliv [...]r me?
And as for unregenerate men,2▪ Tim. 2.26. they are ſaid to be taken captive by Satan, according to his will, the Devils abſolute ſlaves: Ah, woful is the condition of thoſe ſouls, to whom Jeſus Chriſt is not a Re­deemer.
And (now, by the way) the worſe the diſ [...]aſe is, the better is the remedy, and the more to to be [Page]prized; the more wretched the condition of poor ſouls is by na­ture, the more is grace to be e­ſteemed and adored, that tranſla­teth us out of ſo bad an eſtate, into ſo good a condition, that from ſuch a depth of miſery raiſeth us up unto ſuch a height of happi­neſs, as ſouls are advanced to by Chriſt Jeſus: Surely the greater, the viler our bondage is, the more gracious, the more glorious is the work of our redemption, and the more precious ſhould our Redeem­er be to us.
2. This informeth us of the vileneſs and curſedneſs of ſin,Infer. 2. which brought us into ſuch bond­age and ſlavery unto Satan, death, and hell, that the Son of God muſt dye to deliver us from it, which when it took hold on Chriſt our ſurety, took away his life, as dear  [...]s he was to God; if he under­take for ſinners, he muſt dye, ſure­ly then thoſe ſinners muſt dye, for whom he did not dye; wo to thoſe ſouls whoſe guilt is not transferred upon Chriſt, that have [Page]no ſhare in the redemption pur­chaſed with his bloud: Let wick­ed perſons that trample under foot the bloud of Chriſt, that contemn the doctrine of Chriſt, and wal­low in the filth of their luſts, re­fuſing the grace of God, which is offered to them, and rejecting Chriſt the Redeemer; let them conſider what they are like to ſuf­fer for ſin, from the impartial ju­ſtice of God.
Oh that ſinners may be awaken­ed to repentance, that they may ſeek to make their p [...]a [...]e with God, coming in, and cloſing with Jeſus Chriſt, that in him they may have redemption through faith in his bloud.
Oh that our hearts may be wrought to a due hatred of ſin, conſidering that it brought▪ the Son of God under the power of death, when it was imputed to him.
3. This informs us of (or we may hence infer,Infer. 3. the exceeding worth or ſouls. The Lord did ſet a great prize upon them, or elſe [Page]  [...]e would not have given ſuch a price for them (he ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us) if God had not valued the ſouls of men at a great rate, he would not have laid out the life of his Son for them.
Ah what fooliſh creatures are Men and Women, ſo to underva­lue their own ſouls, as to proſti­tute them to baſe luſts, and to the Devil's pleaſure, and to ſell them for toys?
Let us conſider the worth of our ſouls, and make more account of them, and be more careful of them, and watchful over them.
4. We are hence to take notice of ſeveral attributes of God,Infer. 4. won­derful glorious in the redemption of ſinners.
1. His wiſdome in finding out a way, and ſuch a way for the ef­fecting of it.
2. His power in thus con­founding and overcoming Satan and ſin, and death, and all the powers of dar [...]neſs, oppoſing themſelves againſt poor man.
[Page]3. His juſtice in requiring ſuch a ſatisfaction before he would re­mit the offence, and releaſe the ſin­ner.
4. The immenſe mercy of God is here to be admired, who would rather that his own Son ſhould ſuffer a moſt ſhameful, and pain­ful, and accurſed death, then that Mankind ſhould periſh. The ſend­ing of Jeſus Chriſt into the world to be a Redeemer, is a ſpecial evi­dence, and a wonderful ſtupendi­ous demonſtration of the mercy of God.1 Jo 4.9. Herein was manifeſted the love of God toward us, that he ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him, hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for us; (this is the mercy of mercies.) It was not with gold, or ſilver, or any cor­ruptible thing that we were re­deemed, but with the precous bloud of God's own dear Son; and this is that which commendeth the exceeding riches of God's grace, that he gave his son to die [Page]for ſinners, for enemies, for rebels, to reconcile them to God.
2. Ʋſe 2 Terrour. Here is matter of terror to all wicked deſpiſers of ſuch Goſpel­grace, are not ſouls worthy to pe­riſh, if when God ſends his Son to ſave them, they will not be ſav­ed? God delivered his own Son up to death for the redemption of ſouls, and Jeſus Chriſt offers him­ſelf to you, as a Redeemer, and fooliſh creatures prefer bonds be­fore liberty, will ſtill continue the ſervants of ſin, ſlaves to luſts, the Devils vaſſels, they care not for Chriſt his redemption. Oh, how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation; Chriſt will be one day terrible to them, who now deſpiſe the Goſpel-offers of his grace.
3. Here is encouragement for poor ſinners that feel themſelves pinched, Ʋſe 3 and galled with the yoke of ſin, and groan by reaſon of their ſpiritual bondage, that ſee in what a miſerable caſe. they are by nature, and long to be brought out of it; why, hear this: God [Page]hath delivered his own Son to death for the redemption of poor creatures, and he hath paid a ſuffi­cient price for the ranſome of all; therefore come to Jeſus Chriſt, and caſt thy ſelf upon him, giving thy ſelf up to him; he can, and will redeem thee from ſin to God, from death to life, from the power of Satan into the glorious liberty of God's children.
4. Was the Son of God him­ſelf delivered up to death for the redemption of ſouls, Ʋſe 4 here is abun­dant comfort for ſuch as have by faith laid hold on Goſpel-re­demption, they may be ſure of their being thorowly redeemed, it is a full redemption that is wrought by the Son of God, God's work is perfect work, the ſoul that cometh to Chriſt, and by faith cloſeth with him, is freed from the guilt of ſin, and the curſe of the law, and is certainly ſet above condemnation: Though there be matter of condemnation in a believer, that for which he de­ſerves to be condemned, yet actu­al [Page]condemnation there is none to him: Chriſt hath taken it away, he died for this purpoſe, he was delivered to death for our offences, and the dying of the Son of God cannot be in vain, cannot fail of its end; ſurely, the ſatisfaction that Chriſt made to his Father, was a very full ſatisfaction, and his death was full of merit, for thoſe for whom he died; For,
1. The ſufferings of Chriſt were infinite (though not in re­ſpect of time) yet in reſpect of the quantity, and quality of them, and in reſ [...]ect of the perſon ſuffering, who was God as well as Man.
2. Chriſt his death muſt needs be ſatisfactiory, and meritorious on behalf of thoſe for whom he died, becauſe it was that which God required, the means of ſatiſ­faction, and acquiſition which he himſelf appointed; it was accord­ing to the Covenant of redempti­on, a performance of thatRom. 3.25▪  [...]. Hath fore-appointed. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitia­tion for ſin, through faith in his bloud. This fore appointment of [Page]God, muſt be referred not only to the perſon of the Redeemer, (as that God had appointed his Son to be the Mediator of Redemption) but likewiſe to the manner and means of Redemption; that Jeſus Chriſt being made man, ſhould ex­piate the ſins of men by the ſacri­fice of himſelf, by ſhedding his bloud, and that his death ſhould be the meritorious procuring cauſe of righteouſneſs and life, and the favor of God, and all bleſſing and happineſs to thoſe for whom he died.
So then here is that which may give ſatisfaction to Believers, to cauſe them to reſt in Chriſt's Re­demption becauſe he is God, and becauſe his Father from Eternity deſigned him to be our Redeemer, and his Death to be the effectual means of a full Redemption.
Therefore when Satan tempteth and Conſcience accuſeth, and the Law threatneth a Child of God, and when Death and Hell would make him afraid, let him turn his eye to Chriſt, and let him fix me­ditation [Page]on the Death of Chriſt the Son of God, it was to purpoſe; the work which his Father gave him to do, he did throughly; he fully expiated Sin, and ſo the Law is anſwered, the Curſe removed, the Divel conquered, the wrath of God appeaſed, and righteouſneſs and life reſtored to thoſe for whom he died; and the evil from which he hath redeemed them, ſhall never return upon them, and the good which he hath purchaſed for them, ſhall never be loſt from them.
5. I ſhall now cloſe with words of Counſel. Ʋſe 5 Exhort. Did God give his Son to die for Sinners? Then let us ſearch out and conſider, what that good is which the death of Chriſt bringeth to ſouls, that ſo we may take comfort in meditating on this great gift of God. Certainly it was for ſpecial purpoſe that God gave his Son to die, now we muſt know the advantage that hence redounds to ſouls, or elſe we cannot taſte the ſweetneſs of ſuch a mercy.
I ſhall inſtance in ſome fruits and benefits of Chriſt's death, [Page]which comprehend all the the ſpe­cialties of advantage by it, amount­ing to a full redemption.
1. Hereby full ſatisfaction is made to the juſtice of God, for be­lievers; The word ſatisfaction in­deed is not found in Scripture, ap­plied to the death of Chriſt, but the thing is made out fully in other expreſſions, as when it is ſaid, that he did bear the ſins of many,Iſa 53.12. 1 Pet. 2.24 and he bare our ſins in his body on the tree, the phraſe importeth (accord­ing to the ſignification of the ori­ginal word) the taking of the pu­niſhment of ſin off from us upon himſelf, and ſo intimates ſatisfa­ction. Chriſt is ſaid to be the propitiation for our ſins,1 Jo. 2.2.  [...].  [...], is to expiate ſin by making ſatiſfa­ction to juſtice, and ſo to render God propitious; in what ſenſe can Chriſt be ſaid to be a propitiation for ſin, but by ſatisfying Gods of­fended juſtice, and violated law. The Apoſtle ſaith by the righteouſ­neſs of one,Rom 5 18.  [...]. the free gift came to the juſtification of life; it may be read, by one ſatisfaction: Jeſus [Page]Chriſt by death for ſinners hath paid their debts (hath not left one farthing upon the ſcore) hath ſa­tisfied for their ſins, (not leaving one ſin unſatisfied for, ſo that they ſtand not liable to the juſtice of God, which inflicteth everlaſting puniſhment upon ſinners, (as all poor ſouls will find, who have not a part in Chriſt.) Chriſt hath made full ſatisfaction for all thoſe who apply to themſelves the fruits of his death, ſo that they are ac­quited and juſtified by vertue of his death, for the merit of his ſa­tisfaction.
2. Gods juſtice being ſatisfied, his anger is appeaſed, he is reconci­led to ſouls, by this propitiatory ſacrifice, ſo that now God and they are friends, there is am [...]ty be­twixt them, being enemies,Rom. 9.10. We were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 2 Cor. 5.18  [...]a 53.5. Modo Deo fiuamur propitio, ni­hil metuen­dum a cre­aturis. God hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, the chaſtiſement of our peace was up­on him.
Now, as it is a fearful thing to have God to be our enemy, ſo it is [Page]moſt ſweet and comfortable to be in his favor; for if God be for us, who can be againſt us? This re­conciliation to God is a great pri­viledge indeed, that which lets the ſoul into the injoyment of all other priviledges and bleſſings.
3. The Divel that great Enemy of Souls is conquered, the Serpents head is broken, the Seed of the Woman hath broken it: Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God was made fleſh, that through death he might deſtroy him that had the power of death, Heb. 2.14. that is the Divel.
4. By Chriſt's dying,1 Cor. 15.54. 2 Tim. 1.10. Death is ſwallowed up in victory: Jeſus Chriſt hath aboliſhed Death, and hath taken away the fear of Death from Believing Souls; That he might deliver them, Heb. 2.15. who through fear of death were all their life time ſubject to bondage. Chriſt delivereth his from ſpiritual death in ſin, and from eternal death for ſin; and as for natural death, the death of the body, unto which God hath ap­pointed them, it is not now formi­dable, the ſting of it being plucked [Page]out by Chriſt, it is that which Saints have deſired, which is wel­come to Souls ſtedfaſt in the faith of the promiſes, becauſe death frees them from the power of ſin, and annoyance of corruption, puts an end to their ſinning (which is grie­vous to a gracious heart.) Now comes that happy deliverance from the body of death, which St. Paul ſo earneſtly longed for; and by death they have their paſſage to everlaſting life.
5. Regeneration and the ſancti­fication of ſouls, is the fruit of Chriſt's dying; he of God is made to us ſanctification;1 Cor. 1.30. 1 Pet. 2.24. he his own ſelf bare our ſins in his body on the tree, that we being dead to ſin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs; he gave himſelf for us,Tit. 2.14. that he might redeem us from all iniquitie, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar peo­ple, zealous of good works.
The mortification of ſin in us, and the vivification of grace, the healing of our nature, and the re­newing of the image of God in us, is a great benefit of Chriſt's [Page]death; he merited this for the Elect, obtaining at God's hand, that the holy Spirit ſhould be gi­ven to ſanctifie them, that the Spirit of his Son ſhould be ſent in­to their hearts.
6. Chriſt by his Death hath purchaſed eternal life for Soules. God gave his onely begotten Son,  [...] John 3.16 that whoſoever believeth in him ſh [...]uld n [...]t periſh but haeve everlaſting life; 1 Joh. 5.11 God hath given us Eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
Thus the full benefit of Chriſts Death is a full redemption from all evil to all good, from ſin, Satan, Wrath, Death, and Hell, to Grace and Glory, to the enjoyment of all good here and hereafter.
Now unleſs we know theſe things, and except we know our ſelves to be intereſſed in Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Death is of ſuch ex­ceeding great advantage to thoſe for whom he died, we can take no comfort in the notion of Chriſt his Death.
Therefore having counſelled you to ſearch out what the bene­fits [Page]of Chriſts Death are, I ſhould in the next place exhort you, to make ſure your ſhare in them: to labour to clear up to your ſelves your intereſt in Chriſt, and in the advantages of his Death. But this will be a ſpecial part of the ap­plication of that other point, which is to be opened and improved, therefore our ſecond counſel now ſhall be this.
Did God give his Son to Death,Counſel. 2. to ſatisfie for us; to reconcile us to God, to obtain for us Remiſſion of ſins, and Sanctification of the Spi­rit, and life eternal, then let par­don of ſin, and peace with God, and the grace of Sanctification, and the hope of Eternal life, be valued by us, according to the price that was paid for the purchaſe of them, It was the Bloud of the Son of God, which was of infinite value. Therefore that which was purcha­ſed by it is more worth then all the World; Carnal hearts have no ſuch eſtimation of theſe things; if they had, they would look more after them, and ſeek them dili­gently [Page]in the uſe of the means: Bu [...] alas, how many poor ſouls are the [...]e, that have no apprehenſion of the worth of theſe mercies? Gold is of more account with them then Grace, and the countenance of man is more lookt after then the favour of God; but David can tell us, that a comfortable appre­henſion of God's love is more worth then all worldly enjoy­ments, and Solomon his judgmant is that Wiſdom i. e. Grace, is the moſt excellent thing, that the moſt deſirable things in the World are not to be compared with it. Now therefore, let Chriſtians who by faith have laid hold on Chriſt, and are int [...]rr [...]ſſ [...]d in the benefits of his death, let them know what and an excellent portion they gott [...]n, and let them judge of their priveledges by the price that was paid for the purchaſe of them, and prize them accrdingly. And let Worldlings conſider the meanes by which Spiritual bleſſings, ſoul-mercies, the Chriſtians Priviledges were procured, and let them eſteem [Page]them accordingly, never reſting till they come to be made pertakers of them.
Did God give his ſon to Die for ſinner,Counſel. 3. then let us take heed of ſinning againſt Chriſts Death? Abel his blood cried for vengeance on them that ſhed it.
What will Chriſt his Bloud doe?
Certainly, the Blod of the Son of God is very precious, and they who ſin againſt it, draw horrible guilt upon themſelves.
Now there are many waies by which ſouls ſin againſt the Death of Chriſt.
1. When men do denie the effi­catious merit of Chriſt his Death, and will piece it up with their own merits, as Papiſts, who teach and boaſt of humane ſatisfactions.
2. They who r [...]ſiſt or deſpiſe the means of the application of Chriſt Crucified to themſelves.
3. They who have low thoughts of thoſe things, for the purchaſe whereof Chriſt died; The privi­ledge of Juſtification, and Sancti­fication, [Page]and the Scriptures of God and a Goſpel Miniſtrie, and Goſpel Ordinances, and all Goſpel prive­ledges, and all true Goſpellers in the Church, are all the purchaſe of Chriſt his Bloud: So that it is clearly a ſinning againſt the Death of Chriſt, to cry down or reproach, or ſlight any of theſe,
4. They who make much of ſin, which cauſed the Death of Chriſt, and that allow in them­ſelves, and maintain the life of that, for the deſtruction of which Chriſt died, they ſin againſt the Death of Chriſt; And many other waies do people ſin againſt Chriſt his Death.
Now let us take heed of this, that we ſin not againſt the Bloud of the Son of God, which was gi­ven to be ſhed for us.
I may take a hint from the Do­ctrine to counſel you to merciful­neſs to your own ſulles;Counſel. 4. Is God ſo merciful to us not be cruel to our ſelves.
Did Chriſt die to Redeem us [Page]and ſet us free, then let us not en­ſlave our ſelves, let us not yeild our ſelves ſervants unto ſin and Satan; Did Chriſt die to Redeem us from deſtruction, let us not be ſelf de­ſtroyers; I remember what Paul ſaith in the caſe of Scan als, what a charge he giveth to ſhun giving of offence, and upon what ground; Do not for meats ſake, Rom. 14.15. de­ſtrom him for whom Chriſt died; Oh do not for any Luſts ſake de­ſtroy thy ſoule for which Chriſt died,
5. This conſideration is to be urged upon our ſelves,Counſ 5. as a motive to mercifulneſs towards o­thers? Hath God bin ſo merciful to us, as to give his own Son for us, let this ſtir up in us, bowels of compaſſion toward our brethen, and let us be readie to do good to the ſoules and bodies of our fellow creatures, ſpecially, let us deſire and endeavour to be inſtrumental for the ſaving of others.
6. Did God give ſuch a price for us?Counſ. 6. Then let us remember that we are not our ovvn, vve are not Sa­tans; [Page]therefore we muſt not live as we liſt, muſt not ſeek to pleaſe our ſelves, muſt not be ruled by Satan; If God hath given ſuch a price for us,Nor be de­voted to the world. he is worthy to have us, and we muſt be wholly his own; there­fore, let us yeild our ſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead, (as the Redeemed of the Lord) and our Members as Inſtru­ments of Righteouſneſs unto God.
Conſider, my beloved, wherefore God gave his Son, and to what end Chriſt gave himſelf; viz. That he might Redeem us from all Iniquity, Tit. 2.14. and purifie to himſelf a peculiar peo­ple, zealous of good works. Chriſt died, not only to redeem us from Hell and Condemnation, but alſo from our vain and wicked Con­verſation.1 Pet. 1.18
Chriſt was given to Death for us, not only that we ſhould not die for ſin,1 Pet. 2.24. but that we ſhould die unto ſin, and live unto Righteouſ­neſs. We are taught in Zacheriahs Song,Lu. 1.74. That for this end Chriſt hath delivered us from the hands of our Enemies, that we might ſerve him in [Page]holineſs and Righteouſneſs. and if we refuſe to ſerve our Redeemer; th [...]s is to deny the Lord that bought us.
This was an Argument which the People uſed, to provoke one another to return to their obedi­ence to David, and to cleave to his Service,2 Sam. 19.9. even the conſideration of the deliverance that they had by him; and this is the Argument which Ezra uſeth, to tye himſelf and the people to ſtrict Obedience to God: Seeing thou O Lord haſt given us ſuch a deliverance as this, Ezra 9.13 14. ſhould we again break thy Comman­dements?
O let us Conſider what a delive­rance God hath wrought for ſouls by the D [...]ath of his Son, and let us think what horrible ingratitude this would be, if we ſhould deny his ſervice, and ſerve his Ene­mies.
Well, to conclude this Uſe, and ſo to finiſh this point.
Do vve lay claim to Chriſt, and pretend to an intereſt in his Death, vvhich he ſuffered for the Redemp­tion [Page]of ſouls, then let not the Devil have any more ſervice from us, let not luſts be any longer obeyed; let us not make pro­viſion for the fleſh, let us not ſer [...]e Mammon, Chriſt died to Redeem us from theſe Tyrants, to himſelf; therefore let us wil­lingly ſerve our Redeemer, and let us glorifie God in our ſoules and bodies, for they are Gods.
I Come now to ſpeak ſomething to that other great point; which I promiſed to take into conſidera­tion.
He who hath delivered up his own Son for us, h w ſhall he [not with him] freely give us all things.
S [...]e the te Text up [...]ned and dvided in the beginning of this dco [...]rſe, and you will be able to prevent me, in raiſing from hence the point, which I am now about to hold forth to you, from the A­poſtle his way of arguing and manner of expreſſion, this truth na­turally  [...]we [...].
[Page]
Ieſus Chriſt is the greateſt and beſt gift of God. Doctrine 2
I ſhall give a brief (but full) ac­count of this aſſertion, clearing up the truth of it; and then ſhall improve it:
Chriſt is the principal beſt gift becauſe,
	1. He is the moſt comprehen­ſive good.demon­ſtration.

	2. He is a conveighing gift, as well as a gift conveighed.
	3. He is the Engaging gift of God the Father.

1 Ieſus Chriſt is the moſt com­prehenſive good, carrying in him that which ſerve's for a ſupply of all the wants of Soules: Hence it is, that we have ſuch reſemblances of Chriſt, that he is compared to thoſe things which are moſt uſe­ful and comfortable,Iohn 6. He is bread to feed the hungry Soul, and to nouriſh it to everlaſting life,Ie [...]. 2 13. He is a fountain of living waters, of which who ſo drinketh, ſhall never thirſt more, but this water ſhall be in the ſoul a well of water ſpring­ing up unto life eternal,Ioh. 4.14. hi [...] fl [...]ſh is[Page]meat indeed, Ioh. 6.55. ch 15. v. 1. and his bloud is drink indeed, he is a vine, the true vine, which beareth the ſweet grapes of conſolation,Rev. 3.17. for the comforting and glading of the ſouls of his peo­ple, he is rayment to cover the na­kedneſs of people and to put a comlineſs upon them and adorne them;Rom. 13.14. put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is a father and a husband to every believer, his Name ſhall be called the everlaſting Father. Thy maker is thy husband.
Now Chriſt is held forth to us under ſuch notions,Iſay. 9.9. c 54. v. 5. and by ſuch metaphors, not only to way-lay our thoughts that we ſhould look up to Chriſt in all theſe things, but to teach us, that whatſoever ſweet­neſs is in the creature, all that and much more is to be found in Chriſt.
Is bread uſefull, is water uſeful, is wine uſefull, is rayment uſefull, is a tender father, or a good husband or wife, or a towardly hopefull off­ſpring, a bleſſing and a comforta­ble enjoyment, why of more uſe, of more concernment, a great­er [Page]comfort than any of theſe, yea than all theſe is Ieſus Chriſt to the ſoules that enjoy him.
2. Chriſt is a conveighing gift, he is the Lord high-Steward (as I may ſay) of God the Father, who by the appointment of God, gi­veth to every one of the houſhold his portion; It is in and by Chriſt Ieſus, that God bleſſeth us with bleſſings ſpiritual and temporal; we are elected in him, adopted in him, juſtified by faith in his bloud, ſanctified through him, and by his ſpirit, and ſaved by him: and all things are beſtowed upon the peo­ple of God through him, what­ſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in my name, ye ſhall receive. Ioh. 16.23.
Now it is good for us to note the fulneſs and the freeneſs of the conveighance of mercies and bleſ­ſings made to us in and through Chriſt.
It is a full conveighance, the fullneſs that was put into the per­ſon of the mediator, was all for poor ſouls, that of his fulnes we might receive, grace for grace, [Page]and there is through him a con­veighance of all things pertaining to life and godlineſs.
2 There is a free conveighance of Gods bounty to us through Chriſt Jeſus, how ſhall he not with him (freely) give us all things If the firſt gift were free, the ac­ceſſories muſt be free alſo; but the firſt gift was free, whether we look to the decree or the execution, what was there to move God to appoint his Son to be mediator, and to ſend him in the fulneſs of time to work out the redemption of ſinners, ſurely nothing unleſs it were the creatures miſery.
3 Jeſus Chriſt is the engaging gift of God the Father, God ha­ving given his Son, cannot but with him alſo give other things, for,
1. An argument from the grea­ter to the leſſer, concludeth pro­bably in reaſon, but the concluſion made by faith, is neceſſary in this caſe, if we look to Chriſt as heire of all things, upon whom all is  [...]ntailed (as I may ſay)
[Page]2 This appear's more clearly, if we look upon God's faithfulneſs in making good his promiſe, and his Juſtice engaged by Chriſt his purchaſe; Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed all things for thoſe for whom he gave himſelfe, therefore God is engaged to give all things toge­ther with Chriſt.
Now if Jeſus Chriſt be ſuch a comprehenſive gift, ſuch a con­veighing gift, and ſuch an engaging gift, then he is the principa gift of God, a gift above all other gifts,
I come to ſome improvement of the point by application.Applica­tion.
I ſhall make a fourfold uſe of the doctrine. Ʋſe 1
1. If Chriſt be ſuch a compre­henſive good,Informati­on. then we ſee the nea­reſt way and indeed the only way to the enioyment of all needfull good things, whether ſhould we go for water but to the fountain, when it is near, now Jeſus Chriſt is near, he is brought home to us, and there are free offers of Chriſt. made to our Souls, and he is a [Page]Fountainè that is alwaies full, al­waies open; and alwaies running, therefore let us make out to Chriſt, from whom, and in whom we may have all ſupplies, when all other comforts fail, when riches flie away, and when friends die away, and when health is gone, and life is going, then Chriſt wil ſtand us inſtead, and be All, and more then all thoſe things to us; When the the leaking Ciſterns will be found emptie, then ſhall we find the fountain full, and that will ſtill yeld us as much as we need, if we want not the Bucket of Faith, to draw water out of this well.
2. If Chriſt be the conveying gift of God, then we muſt ſeek all good from God in and through Chriſt, and give thanks to God by Chriſt, for all the good that we receive; God beſtoweth in and through Jeſus Chriſt, all that he giveth gra­ciouſly and in a way of love, and ſo God receiveth all from us in the way of duty and ſervice by the hand of Chriſt, So that we muſt have mind upon Jeſus Chriſt, and [Page]take in the conſideration of Chriſt, in all our prayers and praiſes.
3. If Chriſt be the engaging gift of God, and if we reckon that God hath beſtowed his ſon upon us, and ſo (as it were) bound him­ſelf to give us all other need­ful good things, then there is an engagement upon us, to give our ſelves back unto God; it is contrary to Religion and reaſon, that we ſhould think to be looſe from God, and yet to have him bound to us.
4. We are informed hence, who are the richeſt men and women, ſurely they are believers, ſuch as enjoy Chriſt; for though ſuch may be ſometimes in a poor outward condition, yet they cannot want any thing that is neceſſary for their Spiritual and Eternal welfare, and having Chriſt, they have that which can ſupply all wants, that which can ſatisſie the Soule; When Paul was come to Chriſt, then he had learned in what ſoever eſtate he was, therewith to be con­tent;
[Page]5. This ſpeaketh the unſpeak­able happineſs of thoſe ſoules that enjoy Chriſt, God giveth all things with him, and all proced's from love;
There is a great difference be­twixt Believers and Vnbelievers, as in point of hope for the future, ſo in reſpect of their preſent enjoy­ments.
1. They are exceedingly diſtin­guiſhed in their hope;
Alas, What hope hath a wicked man, or a carnal worldling! why? he is full of vain hopes; He hopes that he ſhall live and ſee many good dayes upon Earth; he ho­peth to encreaſe his eſtate, he ho­peth that his poſterity ſhall proſ­per; But what hope hath the Hip [...] ­crite, Job 27.8. when God taketh away his ſoule? Alas the confidences of vvorldly men ſhall be plucked up, their hopes ſhall periſh, they build in the ſands, and building ſinketh, the houſe falleth, it is the houſe built upon the Rock that ſtandeth, hope ſixed on Jeſus Chriſt will ne­ver fail, will never make a man [Page]aſhamed; It is true that carnal worldly men, ſuch as are faithleſs and Chriſtleſs, do profeſs their  [...]opes of happineſs hereafter.
Some bear themſeves up upon their good meaning and honeſt lealing [...], civil honeſty is the beſt ſoundation that their hope hath. Others that have not this founda­tion, that have no honeſty nor ci­vilitie, yet ſay, they hope well, and they truſt God will be merciful to them; many ſouls are undone for ever, by preſuming upon the mercy of God, turning the grace of God into wantonneſs: Sottiſh drunkards and prophane ſwea­ters, and ſuch as live viciouſly, ſlat­ter themſelves in their ſins, and e­ven die with this in their mouths, God is merciful; but be not de­uived, ſaith the Apoſtle.
Neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters,  [...]r Adulterers, 1 Cor. 6 9. n [...]r Thieve [...], nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, no ſuch ungodly wicked perſons, ſhall in­berit the Kingdom of God.
Let no man decive y [...]u wi [...]h vain words, Eph. 5 6. for becauſe of theſe things, [Page]cometh the wrath of God upon the chil­dren of diſobedience; It appears from both theſe ſcripturs, that there were divers who had ſuch deceitful thou h [...]s, as if livng and dying in ſuch ſins as are there mentioned they ſhould yet go to heaven, preſu­ming upon Gods mercy; but friends this is moſt certain, that no man hath any reaſon to hope for ſalva­tion, till by faith he h [...]th  [...]aid hold on Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only Sa­viour of ſouls, God deals out mer­cies through Chriſt, where he be­ſtoweth Chriſt, there he giveth grace glory, and withhold's no good thing: but without Chriſt, and out of him, there is no exibition of any thing to men and w [...]men, in a gra­cious way, nothing proceeding from loue, Chriſt is the conv [...]ighing gift of God, who brought all good with him out of the boſom of his Father, to thoſe that enjoyhim; now if other gifts of Gods good will, leſ­ſer gifts be not beſtowed, but through Chriſt, & with Chriſt, then ſurely, he will not give Eternal life without him, or out of him.
[Page]
Therefore ſo long as ſoules are  [...]thout Chriſt, ſtranger [...] to him,  [...] they cloſe with him by faith,  [...]d take him as Lord and Jeſus,  [...]y have no ground to hope for  [...]lvation: He that hath the Son,  [...]blife: 1 Ioh. 5 12 This is the will of him  [...]t ſent me, that every one which  [...] the Son, and beleeveth on him, Ioh 6.40.  [...]y have everlaſting life▪
The ſpirit of God ſpeaketh ex­  [...]ſly,1 Ioh. 5.11 that eternal life is in Jeſus  [...]iſt, and that he who hath not  [...] Son hath not life & that people  [...]not have a confident expecta­  [...]n of any good from God, out of  [...]riſt.
But now it is as clear as the Sun,  [...]t many who pretend hope of  [...]vation, are without Chriſt, and  [...]thout Faith, for where Chriſt  [...]meth, he worketh a change,  [...]ere Faith is, it purifieth the  [...]rt, and purgeth the conſcience  [...]m dead works, to ſerve the Li­  [...]ng God, it acteth a man toward  [...]d, it giveth up the Soul to Jeſus  [...]riſt; it frameth people unto  [...]lineſs, and new obedience: [Page]Therefore all unholy and irreligi­ous perſons, all workers of iniqui­tie, being without Chriſt, are without hope of happineſs, what­ever they ſay.Po. 14.32 But the Righteous hath hope in his Death; He that by Faith hath laid hold on the Righ­teouſneſs of Chriſt, and is Sancti­fied by the Spirit of Chriſt to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs in his life; he hath hope through Chriſt Jeſus, that God who hath beſtowed Chriſt upon him, to Ju­ſtifie an [...]. Sanctifie him, will toge­ther with him, and through him, give life Eternal,Acts 28.10 1 Tim. 1.1 1 Cor 15.19. Chriſt is called the hope of Iſrael and the hope of Believers; The Chriſtians hope is in Chriſt; If in this life only we have hope [in Chriſt] Beloved, he that hath the Son hath everlaſting life, is ſaved by hope; living and dying he is in certain expectation of Salvation by Chriſt.
Here is a main difference now betw [...]xt the Believer and the un­believer, between the true Chri­ſtian, and the worlding in this per­ticular.
[Page]
And truly, the condition of men and women in point of happineſs is to be judged of, not by what we ſee, or what is now poſſeſſed, but by what is hoped for hereafter upon good ground; he is a poor man, a wretched man, that hath no hope in Chriſt; As for your preſent out­ward enjoyments, what an empti­neſs is in them, and how uncertain are they? theſe earthlie conſiden­ces ſhall be plucked up, they muſt periſh; If a man take up any ſerious thoughts of Eternitie, what com­fort can he take in his preſent en­joyments, when he hath no hope of Heaven hereafter? Now alas, the Chriſtleſs ſoule is a hopeleſs ſoule, when the truth of the mat­ter comes to be tried, and there­fore is a miſerable ſoul inded. But as for the Believer vvho poſ­ſeſſeth Chriſt, though he hath but little here of the World, yet hath hope of an excceeding eternal vveight of glory, hath hope of en­joying a Crown hereafter, and this hope is the anchor of the ſoule ſure and ſtedfaſt, vvhich will not give [Page]vvay, it entereth into that which is vvithin the Veile, it is faſtened on the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, ſo that it cannot be broken off, there can be no diſappointment of the Chriſtian his hope, he hath Chriſt, that is the engaging, and conveying gift of God, and the reſt muſt follow.
This is the great happines of 7 thoſe that enjoy Chriſt, ſuch ſouls, and ſuch only, have hope of eter­nal life; Grant that the children of God do live here in a poor out­vvard condition, and are under Gods Rod in the School of afflicti­on, vvhile the ungodly flouriſh, aboud in wealth, & have no chang­es; (allovv I ſay to vvicked men the greateſt  [...]dds in this life) Yet Believers have infinitely the ad­vantage of them, in regard of the hope that they have of another life, vvhich is tranſcendently be­yond this in the beſt condition of living here.
2. There is a great difference between the Beleever, and the Un­beleever, betvveen the ſoul that [Page]poſſeſſeth Chriſt, and the ſoule that hath not Chriſt, in reſpect of pre­ſent enjoyments.
There are many carnal men that have this worlds goods in a plentifull meaſure, in great a­bundance, but as long as they are without Chriſt (if they ſeriouſly think upon it) they have little reaſon to bleſs themſelves; they can take but little comfort in their enioyments: for where Chriſt is not given, nothing is given of God with a purpoſe of Grace, ſo that the unbeliever hath reaſon to think, that theſe things are given him in anger, and in judg­ment to make him the more inex­cuſable, to be a ſnare to him, to fat­ten him againſt the day of ſlaugh­ter, to aggravate his ſin, and en­creaſe his condemnation,
But now where God hath be­ſtowed Chriſt, and where the ſoul takes him up by faith, other things coming in with him are gifts of God's will, they are fruits and to­kens of God his love; whatſo­ever cometh from God together [Page]with Chriſt, muſt needs come from love.
This is a ſweet conſideration in­deed, and ſurely all other enjoy­ments of Chriſtians, are (as hath been hinted) much ſweetned to them, and become much more va­luable and profitable by their en­joyment of Chriſt; he that hath not Chriſt, hath nothing that is truly good to him, nothing that will prove comfortable in the end; but when I know that Chriſt is mine, then I can look upon every thing that I enjoy, and ſay, This is the good gift of my God. This is a gracious Diſpenſation; this my Fathers love; now let my Soul re­joyce in the God of my comforts. 6.Infer 6. If Chriſt be ſuch a gift of God, the great all-comprehending gift; then Chriſtians ſhould be ſatisfied with Chriſt, though they poſſeſs not theſe outward things; Chriſt makes up all. If God hath given Chriſt to us, he hath done enough for us, though it is ſure that with him he will give us all things, and things needful, and that which he ſees to be good for us.
[Page]2. If Jeſus Chriſt be the great and principle gift of God, Ʋſe. 2 Conviction. then it is great folly in people to prefer any thing before Chriſt; now ſure­ly, many are they, who may be con­victed of folly upon this account; for alaſs, how few are they that make out after Chriſt? People are content generally to be without him, to be ſtrangers to him; ſome are Voluptuous, ſome Covetuous, ſome Ambitious,Haec tria pro trino numine vul gus habere ſome for Plea­ſure, ſome for Profit, ſome for Ho­nour; theſe are the things that men look after, but there is little looking after Chriſt; he is held out to be the great gift of God, the moſt comprehenſive gift, in whom there is a fullneſs of all good to give abundant ſatisfaction to the Soul; that makes him its por­tion, in him we ſhall find content­ment, which is not to be found in any thing beſide him; and he is ſuch a conveying gift, as brings along with him all things pertain­ing to life and godlineſs, and this gift is held forth by God; and offered to ſouls in the Miniſtry of [Page]the Goſpel, Come ſaith God, take my Son, and give your ſelves up to him, you ſhall ſurely finde enough in him, but oh, how is Chriſt ſlighted, as a thing of no value, ſo that people will not be perſwaded to ſeek an enjoyment of him; Ah fooliſh wor [...]dlings, you will not be called off from your vain and ſinful courſes, nor from the eager purſuit of the things of this world, to look after  [...]hriſt, to get an intereſt in him, Do you not in effect ſay, rather let us enjoy the pleaſures of ſin, rather let us have this Worlds goods, we judge theſe things to be better then Chriſt: Ah poor ſouls, Why do you follow after lying vanities, forſaking your own mercies?John 4.10. What ſaith Chriſt to the woman of Samaria? If thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, give me to dri [...]ke, thou wouldeſt have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water, Oh, did you know the gift of God, and what it is that he holds forth to you, when he offreth [Page]Chriſt to you on condition of your repenting and believing: I ſay, did you know this gift of God, you would not deſpiſe an offred Chriſt, but would cloſe with the motion, & accept of the tender withal your hart, crying out to God, ô Give me Ch. above all things, Chriſt, though without any thing elſe. Lord what ever thou takeſt a way, or withold'ſt from me, give me thy Son, beſtow Jeſus Chriſt upon me. See how it is with Paul reſpecting this matter: when the eyes of his underſtanding were opened, and he once b [...]came thorowly apprenenſive of the ex­cellency of Chriſt; I account all things but loſs for the excellency of the know­ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, Phil 3.8. and d [...] count them but [...]dung; that I may wi [...] Chriſt, Were we thus taught of God, were we convinced, that Chriſt is ſuch a tranſcendent good, that he is beyond compariſon, the richeſt gift and beſt for us, then deſire would be carried unto Chriſt, then you would be en­quiring, how may I get  [...]hriſt, and how may I know whether I have [Page]him, or no; and then people would come carefully to the Ordinances, and attend to Preaching, and wait without wearineſs upon the Mini­ſtry of the Word, wherein God upholdeth the Miſtery of Chriſt, maketh this gift known, and ſet­teth forth the riches of it, wherein he offers it to thoſe that will take it, and which is the means of Faith, that is the hand to receive this gift of Go [...]: But when people turn thei [...]  [...]acks upon the Ordinances, or ſleep under it, ſlighting the Doctrine of Chriſt, it is becauſe they are ignorant of the worth of theſe things; they have no Know­ledge of Chriſt, they ſee no deſi­reableneſs in him, and ſo they pre­fer any thing before him. And ſurely the Prophets Charge falls heavy upon a number of people; They are fooliſh people, they know not Chriſt,Jer. 4 22. they are ſottiſh Chil­dren, they are void of Under­ſtanding; while they ſet their hearts upon triſtes, highly prizing that which is worth nothing, and in the mean time ſlight and make no [Page]reckoning of that which is infinite­ly more worth than all other things; Ah fooliſh Creatures, to forſake the Fountain of living wa­ters, and hew out to our ſelves broken Ciſterns, that will hold no waters.
Now to carry on this Uſe of Conviction, by perticular demon­ſtrations of peoples folly, in neg­lecting and ſlighting Jeſus Chriſt.
1. Is it not folly to refuſe that which will be to us  [...] om [...]ium, as much as all things, yea more than all other things; that which will ſerve our turn at all needs. Now Chriſt is ſuch a full good, he is all in all to the Soul that en­joyes him; he is light in darkneſs, peace in trouble, comfort in afflicti­on, liberty in impriſonment, health in ſickneſs, life in death; and yet the offers of Chriſt are ſlighted, and diſpiſed: Surely upon this account people are juſtly charged with notorious folly.
2. Will not every one be ready to call him fool, who ſhall accept of a ſmall piece of money, rather [Page]then of the gift and conveyance of a very great eſtate? Now Chriſt is a conveyance beyond all convey­ances, in him, by him, and to­gether with him, God conveyeth all things pertaining to life and godlineſs, makes over Heaven and Earth to us, all things are ours if Chriſt be ours; Ah what fools ſhall we prove our ſelves to be, if we ſlight the offers of Chriſt?
3. Chriſt is the engaging of God, ſo that where Chriſt is received, all other things may be expected, be­cauſe God hath promiſed to give all things with him, and becauſe Chriſt hath purchaſed all things for thoſe who by Faith cloſe with him, and God cannot prove un­faithful, to fail of his word, nor can he be unjuſt, to withhold from us, that which Chriſt hath purcha­ſed for us.
Now will any wiſe ſoul refuſe an engagement from God? is it not a great matter to have God engaged to us, So that we may be able to urge him with his own en­gagement, coming to him confidently [Page]in the want of grace, or when we ſtand in need of any com­fort. ‘Lord give me this for thy Son's ſake, For thy promiſe ſake: Chriſt is mine, and through him, by vertue of thy Covenant and his purchaſe, I have a right to other things; therefore let not this be denied me.’
Thus the beleever that hath laid hold on Chriſt, may with an hum­ble boldneſs plead Gods gracions promiſes, and Chriſt's merits, while he denies himſelf, and in low a­baſement of ſpirit acknowledgeth his own deſert of the contrary to that grace and mercy which he layes claim to through Chriſt, and acting faith upon God in Chriſt may expect a gratious return from God, in giving all that is neceſſary for ſalvation, and in beſtovving, or elſe vvitholding, or withdravving other things, as he ſees to be for the good of his poor ſervants: And is it not folly, I ſay, to refuſe ſuch an engagement from God, tendered to us.
[Page]
Thus you have had a treble demonſtration of peoples follie in refuſing Chriſt, and ſo I have done vvith the uſe of conviction,
Ʋſe 3 I ſhall now give out ſome coun­ſel.
	Firſt, To all.Exhortati.

	Secondly, To thoſe that have received Chriſt.

I ſhall ſuggeſt and preſs two ge­neral counſels.Exhort. General.
1. Seeing Chriſt is the prin­cipal gift of God, labour above all things to get Chriſt,Get Chriſt. make out af­ter him, and ſeek to lay hold on him.
By vvay of motive, I ſhall urge nothing but vvhat hath bin alrea­dy ſuggeſted, deſiring you to think feriouſly thereupon, for the vvork­ing of your hearts over unto Chriſt.
Conſider,Motive 1. that Chriſt is the enga­ging gift of God the Father, ſo that vvhere this gift is receiued, vvhere Chriſt is apprehended and applied, there Faith hath good ground and ſure fo [...]ting, to ſtand and bear up the ſoule in expectation of all other needful good things: For God hath given in Chriſt, and vvith him [Page]a right to all things; Chriſt is Lord of all things, and in and through Chriſt, Believers are Heirs of all: So that if if vve do poſſeſs Chriſt, we may confidently expect to re­ceive from God, all that may fur­ther ſalvation, and vvhatſoever he ſees to be good for us, and the having of this gift gives the ſoul a certain hope of enjoying Eternal life hereafter. It is good to look after this enſuring gift, vvhich gives aſſurance of all needful good things here, and of all compleat happineſs hereafter.
What a quieting will this be to the ſpirit of a Chriſtian, in all the changes and turnings of this life, in every condition, vvhich providence orders for him, to be able to ſay. This is beſt for me now, & I know that it ſhall be otherwiſe vvith me, vvhen God ſees another condi­tion to be better for me: And what a ſtay and ſupport wil this be to the heart of a poor creature,  [...] ­midſt all the ſtorms that ariſe upon him in the troubleſome Sea of this World; When conſidering his in­tereſt [Page]in In Jeſus Chriſt can ſay-I know that my Redemer, my Deliverer, my Saviour liveth; I know that there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs.
2. Conſider that where Chriſt is given, there is a gracious gift of other things together with him, not onely they are given, and given freely, beſide and contrary to our deſerts, but they are given in good will, ſo that there is love in all Gods diſpenſations to us.
This we may be ſure of, if God hath once given us Chriſt; for God doth not love to day and hate to morrow, but having once loved, he loveth to the end; If the firſt, the great gift were a gift of grace, ſo are all the reſt, they all flow from one Fountain, viz. the love and Grace of God.
Now ſurely the love of God is admirablie made out to ſouls in gi­ving them his Son, therefore there is love in the reſt: Therefore get Chriſt, make ſure of him, and ſo make ſure of the love God in all o­ther gifts.
[Page]3. Conſider, that Chriſt is a full good, a moſt comprehenſive good, all in all to the ſoul that enjoys him
1. He is all in reſpect of ſuffici­encie, a man needs no more then Chriſt to make him happie
2. He is all in reſpect of Effi­ciencie, he brings to the ſouls of Be­lievers all thoſe priviledges that  [...]rs ſpoken of in the Word of grace, He of God is made to them Wiſdome, Righteouſnſes,1 Cor. 1.30. San­ctification and Redemption, and in him all things are theirs. Now when a man can have all things wrought up in one, is it not wiſ­dom for him to ſeek to poſſeſs himſelf of that thing, if it may be had? Why Chriſt is that great all comprehending good; once get him; and ye have in him, Whatſo­ever good the believer hath, he hath from and through Chriſt; and whatſoever he expecteth it is by Chriſt, In Chriſt are all the trea­ſures of hol neſs, & happineſs, and if he be thine, all that is his is thine; Therefore beloved, lay out for Chriſt, and lay about you to make ſure of him.
[Page]
Directions for the get­ting Chriſt.Now I ſhall ſhew you briefly, what is requiſit and neceſſary to your getting of Chriſt, ſhall give ſome few directions concerning the way by which you may come to be poſſeſſed of him.
1. You muſt be convinced of your ſpiritual poverty, nakedneſs, and miſery of your loſt and un­done condition without Chriſt, that ſo you may be prepared for him, being taken off from other founda­tions, from reſting on any thing elſe: you muſt ſee the need you have of Chriſt, that you may de­ſire him, and may be ready to reach out the hand of the Soul, to receive him, when he is offered to you.
2. You muſt be perſwaded of the worth of Jeſus Chriſt, believe his excellency,Ignoti nul­la cupido. that he is valuable above all other things, that ſo de­ſire may be carried to him, and that you may be willing to take this gift of God, as he is willing to be­ſtow it: Oh, if ſouls were once otherwiſe perſwaded of the deſira­bleneſs of Chriſt, and of the uſe­fullneſs [Page]of Chriſt, and of the full­neſs that is in him, and did duly weigh his excellencies, then they would account all things loſt for Chriſt and would eſteem all things as dung that they may win Chriſt, and would cry out with that bleſſed Mar, None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt.
3. Think often and ſeriouſly upon Chriſt, what he is, and of what advantage to ſouls, that A­doption, and Righteouſneſs, and Grace, and Glory come vvith him, and by him, let this I ſay be often thought upon, and probably by this means the ſoul may be vvrought upon to look more after Chriſt, and the heart may be pre­pared to cloſe vvith him, this means hath been ſucceſsful, in Iſa. 52. there is a ſpeech of the exaltation of Chriſt in the hearts of People, and an intimation of the means by vvhich they ſhould be vvrought to entertain ſuch high thoughts of Chriſt; that vvhich had not been told them,Iſa. 52.13.15. ſhall they ſee, and that vvhich they had not heard ſhall they conſider: it ſhall [Page]it ſhall be diſcovered to them, what that Chriſt is whom they have deſpiſed, and now they ſhall ſpeak againſt him no more, but ſhall condemne themſelves for con­temning him, and ſhall be willing with all their hearts to embrace him.
4. If you have any apprehenſion of the excellencie of Chriſt, and any deſire to enjoy him, then you muſt be willing to take him upon God's termes, muſt let go ſelf, let go the World, let go Luſts, let go Pleaſures and Profits, when any of theſe ſtand in competition with Chriſt, muſt part with all for Chriſt; The Merchant man that will have the Pearle of great price, muſt ſel all to make purchaſe of that. All muſt be ſold in our judg­ment, and in our affection; and in reſpect of our confidence, and in reſpect of a full reſignation of all up unto God, ſo that we muſt not ſet a high price upon theſe worthleſs things, muſt not cleave in affection to them, muſt not truſt in theſe things, [Page]muſt be willing to let go al, when God will have it from us; and ſ rely there is nothing loſt by exchanging all other things for Chriſt, if all worldly traſh go for this true Treaſure it ſhould be no ill bargaine; It is better to be with out all other things then to be without Chriſt; and it muſt needs be a great gain to get Chriſt, with the loſs of other things; becauſe God hath trea­ſured up all riches in him, and hath appointed him to be in­ſtead of all other things, yea and far better then all other enjoy­ments.
But now people ſtick at this; when Chriſt & ſelf, Chriſt & luſts, Chriſt and pleaſures, Chriſt and profits ſtand in competition; ſo that if they vvill have Chriſt they muſt let go theſe things, they like not to deal upon ſuch tearmes: They ſee not ſo much in Chriſt, as they do in other things, therefore they will not be perſwaded to part from theſe things for Chriſt, [Page]many are kept off from Chriſt by a conceit of ſelf wiſdome and ſelf­righteouſneſs, and by carnal inte­reſts and advantages in the World, and by the love of luſts, ſo that they are ready to ſay, as thoſe Trees in the Parable,Judg. 9. Shall I leave my fat­neſs, ſaith one, Shall I leave my ſweetneſs, ſaith another, to be pro­moted over the trees? What ſhall I get by Chriſt, ſaith the carnal heart ſhall I leave my pleaſure, and take my ſelf off from my advantages in the World? to take a naked Chriſt? What gain is there in this? Are there not many, who do in effect ſay as thoſe daughters of Jeruſalem: What is thy bel [...]ved more then other beloveds? Cant. 5. 9. What a doe is here about Chriſt? you ſay above all your gettings get Chriſts; let go all and take Chriſt, you tel us, he is the great Gift, he is all, Why, we find that there is ſome­thing beſide him, and that which pleaſeth us well that which we will hold Faſt, ſay you what you will, or may we not have Chriſt and hold faſt the World? May [Page]we not have Chriſt, and take our pleaſure, may we not en­joy Chriſt and our luſts toge­ther?
O friends, if you will have Chriſt you muſt be reſolved up­on the termes, to part from all for him.
5. You muſt ſeek Jeſus Chriſt, in the uſe of thoſe means which God hath appointed and afforded, particularly, in attendance upon the Miniſtery of the word, where­in God maketh offers of Grace, and holdeth forth Jeſus Chriſt with his fulneſ to you, if you will receive him; God will be ſound of thoſe that ſeek him; Chriſt will come to thoſe that wait for him in his own way. But as for thoſe Fanaticks, and ſe­duced ſoules, who reckon them­ſelues to be aboue Ordinances, and thoſe prophane ones, who do wickedly deſpiſe them, and ſtub­bornely refuſe to bring their ſpirits under them, and turn their backs upon the Preaching of the Word, Surely they are not [Page]in the way to find Chriſt.
6. As you muſt attend upon Ordinances, that you may finde Chriſt in them, ſo you muſt heed God his offers of Chriſt, and Chriſt his tenders of himſelf to you; You muſt obſerve how Chriſt comes to you in the ſweet motions of the Spirit, knocking at the doors of your heart, and importuning you to open to him; Iſtand at the doore and knock, if any man open to me, I will come in to him, Reve. 3.26 Chriſt ſpeaketh in the Miniſtrie of the Goſpel, cal­ling you to faith and repentance, and new obedience, and he knock­eth at the doores of your hearts by the motions of his Spirit, and this ſtanding and knocking im­plies an carneſt deſire to be let in, to be entertained; Now vvhen vve repent and believe, and give Chriſt enterance into our hearts, this is to open the doore unto him; Oh, take heed you do not neglect the calls and knocks of Chriſt, but open to him; let the everlaſt­ing doores of your ſoules be lifted up, that the King Glory may come [Page]in. Oh, how long have you kept Chriſt out of doore? though he hath knocked hard, and called a­loud, yet he could not hitherto obtain to have the doore opened to him, you would not be per­ſwaded to caſt the World out of your hearts, and to turn out luſts, and take him in; but ſtill continue as vain, as proud, as worldly, as intemperate, as irreligious, and every way as bad as you were? O firs, take heed of reſiſting the Spirit, of giving Chriſt ſuch often repulſes, leaſt he be provoked to be gone, and reſolve not to ſollicite you any further, that his Spirit ſhall not more ſtrive with you, leſt you be given up to your own counſels, to periſh by your own gainſayings; Dear ſoules, give Chriſt entertainment; Oh, that the power of Goſpel Revelations and Goſpel Counſels may come in upon your hearts.
2. Seeing Chriſt is the princi­pal gift of God,Counſel. 2. Make ſure an intereſt in Chriſt. let us labour to cleare up to our ſelves our interſt in him, to get aſſurance that we have [Page]him; for many there are, who are ready to ſay, that Chriſt is theirs, when indeed they have no part in him.
Queſt. How ſhall I know that I have Chriſt?
Anſw. In order to a ſolution of this, or to give ſatisfaction herein▪ I ſhall in general acquaint you with this.
Our having received Chriſt; our being in Chriſt, and Chriſt his be­ing in us; are notions that ſerve to expreſs one and the ſame thing.
This being premiſed, I ſhall propound two heads, or tvvo vvaies of diſcoverie for anſwer to the queſtion.
If Chriſt be ours then we are in Chriſt.1. If vve have received Chriſt, then we are in Chriſt.
Now I find, that the Spirit of God uſeth a threefold compariſon or ſimilitude in ſetting forth a Believer his being in Chriſt.
1. A Chriſtian is in Chriſt as a branch in the ſtock; ſo that if we bud and bloſſome, and grow in grace, & be fruitful in holineſs, this [Page]is an agrument, that we have received Chriſt, that vve are in him.
2. A Chriſtan is in Chriſt as a member in the bodie, united to the head; ſo that if there be Spiritu­al life in us, and Spiritual ſenſe, and Spiritual motion and action; this is an argument, that vve have received Chriſt, that vve are in him.
3. A Chriſtian his being in Chriſt, is ſet forth by the marriage vnion, ſo that if there be a ſweet intercourſe betvvene Chriſt and the ſoule, if the ſoule receive com­fort from Chriſt, and take plea­ſure in his company and delight in communion with him, then he hath Chriſt.
2. If a man hath received Chriſt, then Chriſt is in him;Chriſt is in us. Chriſt is in the Saints, as the ſoule in the body, as the Sun in the World, as a man in his houſe, as a King on his Throne.
Novv there are tvvo meanes, or tvvo manner of waies by which Chriſt is thus in the Saints, both [Page]expreſſed by the Apoſtle in one place, viz. the Spirit and Faith;
The Believer's vnion with Chriſt,Epheſ. 3.16, 17. is not a natural mixture of Sub­ſtances, of Chriſt his ſubſtance, and our ſubſtance, as if there were a real entrance of the body or Soule of Chriſt, into our body or Soule.
Nor is it onely a conjunction of love, or an union in affection be­tween us and Chriſt; but it is a miſtical union, in vvhich Chriſt-and Believers become one; Chriſt ſtians are knit to briſt and to one-another by joynts and bonds,col 2.19. (The Spirit and faith are thoſe bonds) and this union is (as hath been ſaid) ſhadovved out in Scripture by the union of the head and the mem­bers in the body of man, and by the vnion of a man and a vvo­man in a married eſtate; This vni­on is made on Chriſt his part, by his Spirit, on our part, by Faith.
1. By his Spirit.1. Chriſt is in us by his Spirit, (this is firſt in order, in as much as the Spirit is the work­er of Faith, The cauſe is before the effect,)
[Page]
Evidenoes he e [...]f.Now there are divers effects whereby Chriſt diſcovereth him­ſelf to be in the ſoule by his Spirit.
1. As the ſoul in the bodie is the principle of life, motion, and acti­on, ſo is Chriſt in the Saints by his Spirit, the principle of ſpiritual life, putting into them, and preſerving in them that life which is called the life of God, Epheſ. 4.18. and as the ſoul acteth the body, and every member of it, ſo are Saints acted by Jeſus Chriſt, by Spirit in them.
John 3 6. Rom. 8.14. That which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit.
The children of God are led by the Spirit of God, which leadeth from ſin unto duty, and acteth the ſoul toward God, (not as though we vvere meerly paſſive, ſo acted, as not at all active, but) Chriſt act­ing the ſoul, puts ſpiritual, holy activity into the ſoul; he worketh in us both to wiland to do, there is the willing and working of that ſoul which is acted by Chriſt, by his Spirit.
[Page]
 [...]
[Page]
 [...]
[Page]2. As the Sun is in the World, to give light and to give heat, and to cauſe fruitfulneſs, ſo that pre­cious things are brought forth by the Sun, Deut. 33.14. and to make beauty and glory upon the Earth. So Chriſt is in the Soule by his pirit, ſcattering darkneſs, bringing in ſpiritnal light, render­ing thoſe things viſibl and evident which before were hidden, yea making thoſe ſouls to be light in the Lord,Ephes. 5.8. which which his coming to them were darkneſs it it ſelf; it is the Spirit of Truth,Joh. 16.13. which is the Spirit of Chriſt) that leadeth into all truth; and Chriſt by his Spirit brings in heavenly heat, and makes the heart within a man to burn in affection toward God,Rom. 12.12 and the things of God; — burning with the Spirit, therefore the ſpirit is likened to Fire. And as the Sun in the World, ſo the Spirit of Chriſt in the ſoule, cauſeth fruit­fulneſs, ſo that every branch in this Vine Chriſt, is a fruit bearing branch, every ſoul in which Chriſt is, is by the influence of his Spirit [Page]made fruitful in Grace; Grace in the heart of Chriſtians, and holy actions and duties in their lives; are called fruits of the Spirit,Gal. 5.22. And Chriſt by his Spirit in the work of Grace, makes the ſoule beautiful, and puts a glory upon it,Cant. 4.1. (if he be maſter▪ If provident. If friendly) How beautiful art thou my love, behold thou art fair my love, be­hold thou art fair, the Kings daugh­ter is all gl [...]rious within, &c.
3. As a man dwells in his houſe,2 Tim. 14 there commanding, and ordering all things, and making proviſion for thoſe of his houſhold, and en­tertaining and chearing his friends and making them welcome; So Chriſt by his Spirit dwelleth in the ſoul; and by the Spirit he beares rule in the ſoul, ſo that his Word is a law to the ſoul. The Saints, ſo far forth as they are ſpiritual, are ordered in all things by Chriſt dwelling in them, though they find with Paul, that there is the fleſh luſting againſt the ſpirit, and often interrupting the courſe of their obedience: and Chriſt dwel­ling in the foule, provideth for the [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]ſoul taketh care that it want no­thing, dealeth out to it the gifts of grace, which  [...]r [...] given by the ſpirit according to the meaſure of Chriſt, and Chriſt dwelling in the ſoul gives his refreſhings to the ſoul, maketh it a feaſt of fat things brings it into the banquetting houſe, or the houſe of Wine comforting the heart, by applying the promiſes of the Goſpel, and the Grace of Chriſt to the ſoul, re­vealing his love, and ſpeaking peace to the ſoule, thus feaſting it, and filling it, as with marrow and fatneſs: Theſe refreſhings of Chri­ſtians are from the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them, therefore the Spirit is called the Comforter, and the joy which Chriſt giveth into the heart, is called the fruit of the Spirit.
4. As a King on his Throne ſwayeth the Scepter of his Realme, having all the people of that Realm ſubject to him, and governed by him according to Conſtituti­ons, and Lawes of that King­dome. So is Chriſt in all true [Page]Chriſtians, giving lawes to the conſcience, and governing the whole man to the obedience there­of; he is there in power, making them a willing people, willing to obey his commands, willing to ſubject themſelves to the lawes and ordinances of his Kingdom, (which Earthly Kings cannot do.Pſal 110, 3. (Thy pe [...]ple ſhallbe willing in the day of thy power: And Chriſt is in the heart, as a King to ſubdue rebelli­ous luſts, and tame nur [...]y affecti­ons, to caſt down all ſtrong holds that are raiſed up by the Devil and the fleſh, againſt him, and at laſt to bring under every thought into ſubjection to him­ſelf.
And as a good King ſeeketh the good of his ſubjects, and de­ſireth, not to impoveriſh, but en­rich them. So doth Chriſt ſeek the good of that ſoul, in which he hath erected a Throne for him­ſelf, is alwaies doing good to it, and enriching it with Grace here, and glorie hereafter.
And it is by the Spirit that [Page]Chriſt beareth rule: It is the Spi­rit that repreſſeth corruption, and mortifieth the deeds of the bodie; It is by the Spirit, that Chriſt en­richeth the ſoul with Grace, Knowledge, Faith, Love, and all thoſe precious things of Grace, are the gifts of Chriſt, which he conveyeth to them by his Spi­rit.
5. The Spirit of Chriſt, where he cometh in a ſpirit of ſupplica­tion, teaching men to pray, and and framing their hearts to pray­er, He hath ſent the Spirit of his Son into ur hearts, Gal 4.6. whereby we cry, abba father.
6. Where Chriſt dwells by his Spirit, there is the influence of the vertue of his Death and Reſur­rection, to the mortification of ſin,Rom. 6.6.  [...]. and vivification of Grace, Our Old man is crucified with him, that the body of ſin ſhould be deſtroyed, that it ſhould be rendered ineffica­tious, unable to work; that ſin may become powerleſs in us, that we may be freed from the law of ſin, by the law of the Spirit of life in [Page]Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. by the lively powerful working of Chriſt's Spi­ret in us, which breaketh off the yoke of bondage that lay upon our necks in the ſtate of nature, whereby ſin held us wholly un­der ſubjection to it ſelf; and in Verſe 17.18. the Apoſtle makes out this more fully, that Believers are freed by Chriſt, from the do­minion of ſin, (ſo that the ſtrength of corruption is abated in them, the old man, is weakned) and that by the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſoul is made alive unto God, and is freed unto righteouſneſs, ſet at liberty to walk in the waies of God.
In a word, take the Evi­dence of Chriſt his being in the ſoule, thus.
Chriſt and his Spirit are not ſundered, nor is the Spirir in us without the fruits of the Spi­rit.
Let no man ſay that he hath Chriſt, unleſs he hath the Spirit of Chriſt.
If we look upon a bodie, when [Page]the ſoule is gone out of it, we can­not ſay, this is a man; no more can we ſay of a man without the Spi­rit of Chriſt, This is a Chriſtian; That is no true member of the bo­dy, which is not animated by the ſoul in the body, no more he a mem­ber of Chriſt, that is not quickned by the Spirit of Chriſt: Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and he in us,1 Jo. 4.13. by his Spirit which he hath given us.
Now again, the Spirit is no where idle or fruitleſs: but is ope­rative, and hath its fruits, both in heart and life;Gal. 5.22.23. The fruits of the Spirit are reckoned up by the Apo­ſtle Paul. Here is the iſſue; doſt thou ſay, that thou haſt Chriſt? if this be true, then his Spirit dwells in thee, if the ſpirit be in thee, the fruits of the Spirit will ap­pear.
Thus we may prove by the effects of the Spirit of Chriſt, whether we be poſſeſt of Chriſt.
Where the aforeſaid effects of the Spirit are, Chriſt is in that ſoul.
[Page]
But where there is not that life, that light, that warmth, that fruitfulneſs, that willing ſubjection to  [...]hriſt and obedience to his commands, which have bin ſpoken of, there Chriſt is not by his ſpirit, where there is nither skill nor will to pray, there Chriſt is not, where ſin is in its full ſtrength, where the old man is not Cruci­fied, and ſin mortified, where the ſoul is not raiſed up to newneſs of life, and quickned unto holineſs, there Chriſt is not poſſeſſed.
2. I told you that Chriſt is in the Soul by Faith, that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by Faith.
Chriſt is in us by Faith.Eph [...]  [...] 2 By ſ [...].
1. When by Faith we have a right and true apprehenſion, and knowledge of Chriſt, of his Perſon and Offices.
2. When by faith we apply Chriſt, and his benefits, when we take down (as I may ſay) and digeſt the fruits of his death and [Page]Reſurrection, ſo that he becometh indeed Righteouſnes, and Holineſs to us.
3. When being Iuſtified and Sarctified by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and by the Spirit of the Lord, we bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, walking not after the fleſh but af­ter the Spirit.
Thus Chriſt dwells in our hearts by Faith.
Well, you have had two Gene­ral Counſels ſutable, and neceſſa­rie.
Firſt, Seek Chriſt aboue all your gettings, labour to get him.
Secondly, See whether you have Chriſt or no.
Both Coun­ſells urged.Now to preſs both Counſels joyntly.
I ſhall hint a few conſiderations, which ſhould be of force with us, as ſerving to evince this, that Je­ſus Chrſt is worth the looking after, and that it is wiſdome, to make ſure of him.
1. Chriſt is our Reconciliation, taking away all enmitie betwixt God and us, and making us accep­ted to God.
[Page]
There is no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus,Rom. 8.1. Ephe. 1.6, 7 (or in whom Chriſt is) God hath made us accepted to himſelf in the Beloved, in whom we have for­giveneſs of ſins.
2. Chriſt is to the ſoul that poſ­ſeſſeth him, Wiſdome, and Righ­teouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption.
Chriſt is in us to make us wiſe,1 Cor. 1.3. giving us the knowledg of God, enabling us to underſtand in ſome good meaſure the miſteries of Sal­vation, he maketh us Righteous, in putting his own Righteouſneſs to us, and juſtifying us thereby, he maketh us Holy, Sanctifying us by his Spirit, and he will make us compleatly happie in the end, de­livering us from all the miſeries to which we are ſubject in this life, and tranſlating us from death to life Eternal.
3. If Chriſt be in us, dwelling in our hearts by Faith, and poſſeſ­ſing us by his Spirit, then all the promiſes of God are in him, yea and amen to us, then we have [Page]the earneſt of all the Spirit, and all ſealed to us by the Spirit, which is given us.
You know the uſe of a Seal, it is obligatorie on the one part, and ſerveth for aſſurance on the other part.
You know the meaning of an Earneſt, it bindeth a promiſe; As it is part of the price to be gi­ven, or the ſum promiſed, So, it is a pledge of a full perfor­mance.
The Spirit of Chriſt in us is a Seal, and an Earneſt, ſerving to aſ­ſure us, that we ſhall in due time receive through Chriſt, all that good which God hath promiſed for his ſake to give to us.
4. If Chriſt be in us, his Grace is ſufficient for us in every tempta­tion to ſtrengthen us, and to give a good iſſue to make us victori­ous, and in every evil that be­falls us, to ſupport us under it, and to deliver us from it, and to make our Conſolations to a­bound, as our ſufferings a­bound.
[Page]5. This is a very great prive­ledge, which the ſoul hath by Chriſt dwelling in it, he woundeth and weakneth corruption, and frees the ſoul from the do mi­nion of ſin; maketh the Soul alive unto God, ſets it at liberty to walk with God, and to run the way of his comandments, gives it a freedome unto righteouſneſs: here is a freedome indeed, when the ſoul is thus made free by Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God; If the Son make you free, Joh. 8.36. then ſhall ye be free indeed.
Surely, this is accounted a great priviledge indeed by thoſe who are ſenſible of the grievouſneſs of that bondage in which they were held under corruption, when ſin did reign and bear full ſway in them, by thoſe who appre­hend the ſweetneſs and preciouſ­neſs of that freedome which Je­ſus Chriſt bringeth unto ſoules; by thoſe who have proved the glory of this liberty into which ſoules are brought by Chriſt Je­ſus.
[Page]
What a baſe, vile, wretched condition is a man in, while the Devil is Lord Paramont to him, when every ſtinking luſt hath power over him, and full command of him.
What a happineſs then is it, to have the Devil's yoke broken from off his neck, to be freed from ſin, to have his ſpirit ſweetly ſubject­ed to Jeſus Chriſt, to have his will determined to that which is good, and bound over to Righteouſneſs, to have the whole man given up unto God; though none knowes the miſery of the one, or the hap­pineſs of the other, but they who have experienced both.
6. Where Chriſt is given, there is a gracious gift of other things with him.
God doth not deal out his gifts to all men, graciouſly, and in good will, to ſome he giveth in diſplea­ſure, and for evil to them, giveth health and ſtrength, giveth chil­dren, giveth gract parts and abi­lities, giveth riches and abun­dance of theſe outward things, [Page]but beſtoweth none of theſe things in love: but here is comfort for a ſoul that hath made ſure of Chriſt, he may look upon other matters, dealt out to him by the hand of Providence, as gifts of God's good will; as gracious diſpenſations; That which a child of God hath of the World, though it be but little in it ſelf, yet is much with the love of God in it, and upon account of his bleſſing with it, thus that of David holds excellently and eminently true:Pſal. 37.16 A little that the righteous man hathis better then great Reverenues of the wicked, then the riches of any wicked.
7. Eternal life is the gift of God beſtowed in and with Jeſus Chriſt; ſo that he who now poſ­ſeſſeth Chriſt by Faith, and hath him dwelling in him by his Spirit, hath aſſurance given him that he ſhall poſſeſs glory with him here­after.
Now friends, Is not Chriſt worth the looking after, is not he above all things to be ſought? Chriſt our Reconciliation, taking [Page]away all enmity betwixt God and us? Chriſt that becomes to us, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption by whom we are enlightned, iuſtified, ſanctified and glorified. Chriſt, in whom the promiſes of God are yea and amen to us, who will be to us (if we have him) as a ſeale and an earneſt, to aſſure us, that we ſhall en­joy all that good which is carried in them? Chriſt that will ſupport us in every temptation, and trial, and be a comfort to us in every condition? hriſt that will be the death of ſin in us, and will bring in the life of Grace into us; that will bring ſuch a happy liberty to us, making us of Satans ſlaves to become the Lord's freemen; Chriſt with whom other things are given, and that graciouſly, in love and good will; Chriſt that will bring us into the boſome of God, to live with him for ever in Glo­rie.
Is not this Chriſt, I ſay worth the looking after, wherfore, let your aim be at Chriſt; and above all [Page]things labour to get him, to be poſſeſſed of him, and to be aſ­ſured, that he is yours, and you are his.
You invite friends to come to your houſes, and tell them, that you ſhall be glad of their company, and ready to give them the beſt entertainment that the houſe af­fords, and heartio welcome; (though oft times, with ſome perſons, this is but a complement) Ah beloved; do you in reality invite Chriſt to come to your ſoules; entreat him to come and dwell with you, in you; Tell him that he ſhall have the command of every roome in thy heart, the whole houſe of thy ſoule ſhall be at his diſpoſing, that all the faculties of thy ſoul and all the members of thy bodie ſhall be at his his ſervice; thus begg of him, woe him, to come and make his abode with thee; and in the vſe of Or­dinances, and in Duties, wait for his comming to thee, and when he ſhall come and knock be ready according [Page]to thy invitation to open the door of thy heart, and receive him in with joy; for ſurely, he will prove a good Gueſt indeed, that will feaſt thee with his love, and vvill fill thee vvith delights; and make even the worſt condition on Earth to be a very heaven to thee,
Having urged theſe incentives to the ſeeking of Chriſt: I thought not to have proceeded any fur­ther in preſſing this Counſel, but for as much as I am now dealing with people about a buſineſs, that is of the greateſt concernment to them, and becauſe I know that ſouls are not eaſily prevailed with in ſuch a caſe. I ſhall begg a little more of the Reader's patience, while I make an eſſay for the driving of ſinners (if they will not yet be dravvn) unto Chriſt, and I think, that having a whip put into my hand by God, I muſt make ſome uſe of it.
I ſhall therefore now urg ſome conſiderations about the vvant of Chriſt, ſetting forth the mi­ſerie [Page]of being without him.
1. If Chriſt be the life of the ſoul,Gal. 2.20. 1 Joh. 5.12 Col. 3.4. (as he is certainly, Chriſt liveth in me. He that hath the Son hath life, When Chriſt who is our life ſhall ap­pear, Chriſt is our life, as in this reſpect, that he made us, and gave us being and life in the World; and becauſe he hath pur­chaſed Eternal life for us, and will bring us to it, and becauſe he vvill in the laſt day, put life into our dead bodies and raiſe them up; So likewiſe he is our life, becauſe by his Spirit he quickeneth our ſouls, vvhen he finds them dead in ſins and treſpaſſes) I ſay now if Chriſt be our life, then ſouls with­out Chriſt are dead ſoules, and all their vvorks are dead workes, (there being nothing of the life of God put forth in any thing that they do,Nil dat quod non habe. 2. becauſe there is nothing of this life in them,) Here is the miſery of being without Chriſt; the Soule is dead, as lothſome in the eye of God, and as ſtinking in his noſtrils, as a piece of carrion [Page]or a dead Corps that hath lien rot­ting a long time in the grave, is of­fenſive to us, yea much more loath­ſome is ſuch a ſoul unto God.
2. Without Chriſt the ſoul is like the Would without a Sun, ſo that there is no Light, no Heat, no fruit, no Glory.
1. Souls without Chriſt are in darkneſs.
Ye are in darkneſs faith Paul the believing Theſſalonians;1 Theſ 5.4. Now ye are not, but you were, before Chriſt came to you,1 Pet. 2.9. Col.  [...]. 3. Epheſ. 5.8. Chriſt calleth ſoules out of darkneſs; yea ſouls without Chriſt are under the pow­er of darkneſs; yea, they are dark­neſs it ſelf.
Oh, do but think, what a ſad condition we ſhould be in if the ſ [...]ll ſhould forſake our Horizon, ſo that we ſhould never any more ſee the light thereof: much more ſad and dolourous is the condition of a ſoul without Chriſt, that hath not one glimps of true, ſpiritual and hea­venly light, hath no ſaving appre­henſion of God, or Jeſus Chriſt, or of any thing that concerns his own [Page]  [...]lvation, that belongs to his
2. Where Chriſt is not there is  [...]o heavenly h [...]at; men are hot ſpi­  [...]ited in purſuit of the profits and  [...]leaſures of the World, are carried with heat of affection, to ſin & va­  [...]ity, but there is no fire of zeal for God, or toward him, no fervency of  [...]pirit in ſerving the Lord, they are  [...]old ſpirited, yea frozen hearted in  [...]eſpect of any affection to that which is good, what an indifferent  [...]hing is it to them that are without Chriſt, whether they do or leave  [...]ndon thoſe duties which God re­quires of them, I ſay, they are not carried to any duty with any warmth of ſpirit upon any ſpiri­tual conſideration, or to any good  [...]d; and ſo nothing that they do in the way of their dutie finds accep­tance with God.
3. Where Chriſt is not, the ſoul is barren and fruitleſs altogether, in reſpect of that which is good, As the branch cannot bear fruit of it ſelf, unleſs it abide in the vine,Jo. 15, 4 5. no more can ye except ye abide in me, be that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringtch forth much fruit with▪ [Page]me. He that abideth in me, & I in him the ſame brengeth f rth much fruit, without me ye can do nothing. Un­leſs Chriſt be in the ſoule, it bring­eth forth no fruit unto God, nor is it, or can it be profitable to it ſelf. And now what is the doom of the barren tree? Cut it down, why Combreth it the ground?
Ah, the ſoule vvithout Chriſt,Heb. 6.8. is like that earth vvhich beareth Thornes and Briars, that is reject­ed, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt.
4. Where Chriſt is not, there is no glory nor beauty, becauſe no light, becauſe no Grace, becauſe no Righteouſneſs, becauſe no Holi­neſs: In Chriſt Jeſus the New man is created after God,Ezek. 16. in Right couſ­neſs and holineſs of Truth: In the ſtate of nature, the ſoule is like a wretched infant in it's blood, whoſe navil is not cut, that is un­vvaſhed, caſt out in the open field to the loathing of its perſon, But Chriſt maketh the Chriſtian like the King's daughter, all glorious within, So that he is beautiful [Page]through the comelineſs which Chriſt puts upon him; but I ſay there is none of this beautie, none of this glory, nothing but ug­lineſs and deformitie, til [...] Chriſt comes into the Soule,
3. A ſoule without Chriſt, is like a houſe that is without a Ma­ſter or Governour: and ſo there is no order in it, no proviſion made for it, there is none to refreſh, and comfort it, where the reviving conſolations of the Spirit of Chriſt are not.
4. A ſoul without Chriſt is as a Kingdome without a King, as a people without government, there all things are in a confuſion, tending to ruine and deſtruction; Such a heart is not framed to the obedience of Gods lawes, there is none to ſubdue ſin, and re­preſs rebellious luſts in the heart, that riſe up againſt God, and fight againſt the ſoul, which if not quel­led by an Almighty power, will deſtroy ſoul & body utterly, where Chriſt is not, there is none to ſeek the good of the Soul efficatiouſly, [Page]and to the ſoules undoubted ad­vantage; none that can enrich the ſoule with Grace here and bring it to Glory hereafter.
5. A mans ſoul without Chriſt is in ſuch a deplorable condition, as is the bodie, in which are all the principal defects of Nature, like a man deprived of all his ſen­ſes, that can neither ſee, nor hear, nor taſte, nor ſmell, nor feel, (if we could ſuppoſe ſuch a one in life,) That ſuch a ſoul is ſpiritually blinde, I have ſhewed already.
Further, it is Chriſt in the heart, that furniſheth a man with a ſpi­ritual eare, it is only the ear bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, that can hear the voice of God,Multi ha­bent aures audiendi; pauci au­res obedien­di. Aug. that ſo heareth as to underſtand, and be­lieve, and obey the Word of God: others are as deafe Adders, that hear not the voice of the Charmer, charme he never ſo wiſely; Many reproofs, many in­ſtructions, many admonitions, many good counſels, and exhor­tations are dealt out to people yet they are deaf to all and ſo will be, [Page]nothing will enter into them, till Chriſt be with their Spirits.
Souls without Chriſt are with­out feeling, like a man all over in a dead Palſie (we ſpeak of ſpiritual feeling) neither Gods Word, nor his works make any impreſſion up­on ſuch a heart; it is as ſenſeleſs of the ſmitings of God in the mi­niſtry of the Word, as the Anvile is of the ſtrokes of the Hammer. That is true of ſuch a ſoul, which Solomon ſpeaks of the drunkard; They have ſtricken me, Pro. 23. ult. and I was not ſick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not. So may ſuch a ſoul ſay, or we may ſay of him, he hath been ſmitten with reproofs for his Drunkeneſs, for his Oaths, for his Coveteouſneſs, for his Sabbath-breaking, for his ordinance ſlight­ing, &c. Oh, many blows have been given him, but he felt them not; it appeareth ſo, becauſe he is never the better, for theſe ſmitings, he reformeth not thoſe evils, for which he hath been reproved.
Laſtly, In a word; A ſoul with­out Chriſt ſavoureth not the things [Page]that are of God. This term ſa­vour, is in Scripture applied both to taſting and ſmelling: to taſting, ſo meat is ſaid to be ſavoury, Gen. 27. to ſmelling, and ſo there is the ſavour of ointments, and the ſa­vour of garments, ſpoken of in the Book of Canticles. Now, as a man that hath not the ſenſe of taſt­ing, cannot diſtinguiſh meats or drinks, all are alike to him, he per­ceiveth no ſweetneſs in Sugar or Honey, no tartneſs in Vinegar, no bitterneſs in Gall, and as a man that hath not the ſenſe of ſmel­ling, ſenteth neither ſweet nor ſtinking, taketh no pleaſure in thoſe things which yeild a moſt fragrant ſmell, nor is offended at that which ſenteth moſt noiſome­ly and odiouſly, ſo is it in a ſpiri­tual ſenſe with the ſoul that is without Chriſt, there is no ſence of taſting or ſmelling, no percei­vance or apprehenſion of the ſweetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the doctrine of the Goſpel, of the deliciouſneſs of the things of grace; ſuch a ſoul ſavoureth not [Page]the heavenly Manna, the Word of God is not at all ſweet unto his taſte, but unſavoury unto him; nor is ſin diſguſtful, he perceiveth no bitterneſs in it, but takes plea­ſure in it, ſo putting bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter.
6. Till you can find that you are in Chriſt, and Chriſt in you, you cannot look upon your ſelves, but as veſſels of diſhonour ordained unto wrath.Rom. 8.1. There is n [...] condem­nation to them that are in Chriſt Je­ſus, but to all out of Chriſt. Chriſt is wiſdome, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, to thoſe to whom he is made redemption; it is Chriſt in us that is the hope of glory to us; Examine your ſelves, 2 Cor. 13. [...]. ſaith the Apoſtle, prove your ſelves, know you not that Jeſus Chriſt is in you ex­cept ye be reprobates.
If thou haſt not Chriſt, who is that beſt garment, which the Fa­ther of the returning Prodigal cal­led for, to put it upon his Son, if thou haſt not put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is that Wedding-gar­ment ſpoken of in the Parable, [Page] M [...]t. 22. I ſay, if thou haſt not Chriſt, thou wilt be ſpeechleſs, dumb, not able to ſpeak one word for thy ſelf in that day, when the King of Kings, the great Judge of all the World ſhall ask thee, why thou ſhouldſt not be condemned, and caſt into hell, for the ſin in which thou was born, and the ſins in which thou haſt lived; whereas the ſoul that hath gotten Chriſt, that hath taken him up by Faith, and hath him dwelling in it by his Spirit, hath the merits of Chriſt his death to plead, and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to hold forth unto God: ‘Lord, though in my ſelf I am worthy of death, and have deſerved to die a thou­ſand times, though I have no righteouſneſs of my own, yet in as much as Chriſt hath died for me, I muſt not die, in as much as thy Son, whom thou haſt given me, hath fulfilled all righteouſ­neſs for me, and is made of God righteouſneſs to me, I ſhall not be condemned;’ but, I ſay, he that is without Chriſt, will have [Page]nothing to ſay, when it ſhall be demanded of him, what he can plead for himſelf, why he ſhould not die for his ſins: and what hath the judge then to ſay, to ſuch a Chriſtleſs wretch: Oh, he paſſeth a dreadful ſentence.
Bind him hand and  [...]oot, and take him away, and caſt him into ou [...]er darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and guaſhing af teeth.
Ah now, dear ſouls, ſeeing the  [...]nhappineſs of men and wo­men, and their miſery is ſo great in the want of Chriſt, labour to be deeply ſenſible of this great want, and greatly to bewail it. Surely, this is the greateſt want in the World, this is the only Damning want, better it is to want land, to want money, to want clothes, to want health, to want bread, to want all outward things, then to want Chriſt, to be with­out him, therefore let all your ſorrowing for other wants, be turned into mourning for this great want; For ſurely, as long as your ſoules are Chriſtleſs [Page]you are in the way to die for ever to periſh without reme­medie.
And being thus ſenſible of your want and grieving under it, go to God for a ſupply urging him with his promiſe to beſtow Grace upon all humbled ſouls, that are afflicted in the ſenſe of their own want of Chriſt and Grace. God hath promiſed Chriſt, and Salvation by him, to thoſe that are afar off, Seeing the promiſe runs in ſuch general termes, and holds forth Chriſt, and Grace to every poor humbled, dejected ſin­ner, to every deſiring Soul; Lay thy ſelf now at the foot of the promiſe, and ſay unto God, Lord, my ſoul is Chriſtleſs, and grace­leſs, and ſo in danger of periſhing Eternally, Haſt thou not ſaid that thou wilt give Chriſt and Grace, and Salvation to them that are afar off; O let this promiſe be good to me poore wretch, let me receive Chriſt, and all Grace with him, and be brought into a ſtate [Page]of Salvation, for thy mercies ſake, ſo ſhall I ſpeak of thy goodneſs and ſing unto thy praiſe, declaring what thou haſt done for my ſoul.
Now, having preſſed ſuch ge­neral counſel, as I judged to be pro­per, naturally flowing from the Doctrine.Special Counſels. I ſhall drop ſome ſpecial words of advice to thoſe that are poſſeſt of Chriſt, upon whom God hath beſtowed this great gift.
Counſel. Be ſatiſfied, with Chriſt1. If you have Chriſt, be con­tent, be ſatiſfied with him, and ſay with David. I have gotten a good­ly heritage: and with Jacob, I have enough: Let us not reckon that we lack any thing, if we en­joy Chriſt; have you that all com­prehending good, and will you be complaining as if you had nothing? Surely the wants of people in re­ſpect of temporalls, are commonly more in deſire, then in the abſence of things, more in conceit then in reality; (for ſet aſide fancie, and there is nothing indeed neceſſary for the body, but food and ray­ment [Page]daily bread, that which ſer­veth for the ſuſtentation of life, and preſervation of health.) There was never any worldly minded man that was ſatisfied with the World; He that loveth Silver ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, nor he that loveth abundance with in­creaſe.Eccle. 5.10 This is vanity ſaith the Prea­cher: The heart of man is ſtill co­veting this and that, and the other thing, which ſeems to him deſi­rable, and when he hath this and that and the other thing too, yet he wanteth ſomething, (not that there is a true vvant, but the appe­petite is not filled, the greedy, or wanton or proud deſire is not ſa­tisfied) I ſay Worldly men are ne­ver ſatisfied with the World, vvith that which they have of it becauſe they are Chriſtleſs, and all things without Chriſt are vanity, and vex­ation of Spirit But they that have Chriſt have all in him and with him; Therefore let the Chriſti­an poſſeſſing Chriſt ſay to his ſoul; Soul, thou haſt enough, be at reſt thou haſt all good laid [Page]for Eternity. Should the rich man be complaining of want? now Chriſt where he is poſſeſſed, is great riches: Therefore Chriſtians, who are poor in the World, are ſaid to be rich in Faith, becauſe Faith I yes hold on Jeſus Chriſt, and by faith we poſſeſs him who is the only true riches. Thus the Apoſtle his riddle is expounded, as having all things, yet poſſeſ­ſing nothing, though poſſeſſing nothing in the World, yet having all things by Faith, ha­ving all in Chriſt: Oh, let the Believer be ſatisfied with Chriſt, would you have more then all?
Counſel.  [...] Be thank­ful for Chriſt.2. Have you Jeſus Chriſt, Oh, then be thankful to God for this gift, ad­miring and adoring ſuch grace, Oh, what a rare gift is this which God hath beſtowed upon you? to how few is it given? Now the rarer gift, the more thankful ſhould we be. Ah Lord, hadſt thou not given Chriſt to me, what a ſad condition had my ſoul ſtill bin in? Before Chriſt came to my ſoul, [Page]what a b [...]ndſlave was I to ſin and Satan? How full of noyſome luſts was my heart? What a hell was in my ſoul? Magnified be the Father of Mercie, who hath given me Jeſus Chriſt, to work a change in me, to caſt thoſe unclean ſpirits out of me, to Redeem ſuch a wretched ſlave, and to make a Heaven in my ſoul by Chriſt dwel­ling in me: Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt.
Counſ. 3. Hold faſt Chriſt.3. Chriſtians, Take heed that you do not looſe Chriſt, when you are once poſſeſt of him: Not that Chriſt can indeed be wholly loſt from the ſoul that once, hath him; but the working of the Spirit of Chriſt in the heart, may be ſo remitted, yea intermitted, in re­ſpect of direction, and quicken­ing, and ſtrengthening and com­forting, that the ſoul may be at a loſs for Chriſt; having no feeling of the preſence of Chriſt in it, Chri­ſtians may ſo carry themſelves to­ward Chriſt, as to provoke him to alter his carriage, and to change countenance toward them; When [Page]a Chriſtian hearkeneth not to the voice of Chriſt, conſenteth not to the motions of his Spirit, takes li­berty to himſelf, to ſin againſt Chriſt, and againſt that light which Chriſt hath given in to him, in ſuch caſes, for ſuch cauſes Chriſt will withdraw himſelf, and not vouchſafe to have any Communion with the ſoule, and ſo leave it in a lightleſs, lifeleſs, uncomfortable condition.
Therefore Chriſtians, be careful ſo to carry your ſelves toward Chriſt, that he may not withdraw himſelf, and hide his face, but may abide with you, and reveal himſelf to your ſoules, working more powerfully in your hearts, that you may clearly perceive, he is ſtill preſent with you, in you, and may have more comfortable expe­rience of the ſweet operations of his Spirit in your ſoules.
Now that you may keep Chriſt,Directions, ſo as to be ſtil taking in the com­fort of ſuch an enjoyment.
1. Take heed of grieving Chriſt by any unkindneſs toward him, by [Page]the unyieldingneſs of your ſpirits to the motions of his Spirit, by ſluggiſhneſs, and ſecuritie, and by taking in the World and luſts to be i [...]mates with Chriſt, or by al­lowing your ſelves in any thing that is contrary to the mind of Chriſt; for this will grieve the Spi­rit of Chriſt, and make him to v [...]il his face, and (as it were to draw a curtain between himſelf and the ſpirit of a Chriſtian.
2. If you would keep. Chriſt ſtill with you, would enjoy his pre­ſence in a feeling apprehenſion of it, ſo as to be ſenſible of his gra­cious and comfortable workings in you, and of the ſhinings of his face upon you, into your ſouls; th [...]n ſee that you do that which may delight Chriſt, ſo will he be working ſenſibly in yo [...]r ſpirits, bringing in more light and li [...], and heate, and making you more fruitful in holineſs, revealing his love in your hearts, ſo that you ſhall ſtil ſay, bleſſed be God for Je­ſus Chriſt.
Now to give ſome directi [...]ns [Page]about this, ſhewing how you may delight Jeſus Chriſt.
1. Shew your ſelves willing and readie to take commands from Chriſt, to hear and obey his voice, and to yield unto, and be ruled by the motions of his Spirit, Chriſt is much taken with the willingneſs & chearfulneſs of Chriſtians in their obedience: If ye love me (ſaith Chriſt, Keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, Joh. 14.15, 16, 18. and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he m [...]y abide with y [...]u for ever; I will not leave you comfortleſs, I will come to you; If you ſhall have a care of your obedience, I will take care for your comfort.
2. Make out to others the preci­ouſneſs of Chriſt, and ſpeak it to the honour of Chriſt, what a gift he is, and what a happineſs it is to enjoy him: If we prize Chriſt, he will de­light to continue with us, and the more we impart our experience of the comfort and ſweetneſs of Chriſt the more wil he communicate him­ſelf to us, we find it often in the Canticles, that it was thus betwixt Chriſt and his Spouſe.
[Page]3. Acknowledg unto Chriſt his wonderful love, and rich Grace toward you, in giving himſelf for you, and in beſtowing himſelf upon you, and in that which he hath wrought in you, ‘O Lord Jeſus, how infinitely am I en­gaged to thee for thy love, that thou haſt vouchſafed to come to my poore ſoul, and to bring in light, and life, and comfort, and happineſs, with thy ſelf?’ Such thankful acknowledgment made unto Chriſt,Gratiarum actio, eſt ad plus dandum invitatio. will tie him faſt to you and cauſe him to do more for you.
4. Let there be longings of the ſoul to enjoy more of Chriſt, here in the Kingdom of Grace, and to be brought, (as ſoon as the Lord pleaſeth to a full fruition of him hereafter in the Kingdom of Glory.
Beg of Chriſt, to reveal him­ſelf more clearly to thee, and to carry, thee on further in under­ſtanding of Divine Myſteries, to lead thee into all Truth, and to fill thee with the knw­leedge of his will in all wiſdom [Page]  [...]nd Spiritual underſtanding.
Beg of him quickening grace,  [...]nd ſtrengthning grace, and beſeech him to be more mightily this way upon thy ſpirit, cauſing a great increaſe of ſpiritual ſtrength,  [...]nd holy activity in thy ſoul hum­bly deſire Chriſt to reveal himſelfe more and, more in thy ſoul as a Comforter even to powr in flagons of his love, and to fill thee with the conſolations of his Spirit.
Thus account, that you are ne­ver near enough to Chriſt, that you are never intimate enough with him, that you have never enough of him, and ſo long to be fil [...]ed with him here, and to be taken to a ful enjoyment of in glory here­after deſiring with good old Sime­on, to depart in peace, having Chriſt in your hearts, and embra­cing him by Faith,  [...]nd with Paul, deſiring to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt.
This is very pleaſing to Chriſt, and he delighteth in that ſoul, which taketh pleaſure in him; and ſurely, he will never for­ſake [Page]the ſoul in which he delight­eth.
5. If you deſire that Chriſt ſhould continue with you, and not with­draw himſelf, or hide his face from you; then ſee that he have a place of reſidence in you ſutable to him, and ſuch as may give him content, he muſt have thy heart, and he muſt have all thy heart, and it muſt be a heart well kept, a heart clean ſwept: he will have the heart or nothing, and he will not be thruſt into a corner of the heart; he will not endure that the World ſhould have the chief room, or indeed any room there, or that luſts ſhould be entertanied in the heart where he dwelleth; he will not lodge in a filthy heart, a ſtable is not now a receptacle for him, a place to entertain him in; If you de­ſire the company of Chriſt, you muſt carefully flie the pollutions that are in the world through luſts, you muſt be caſting ſin and the world out of your hearts, and cleanſing your ſelves from all fil­thineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit. [Page]When Chriſt ſees that there is a deſire and care to make the heart clean, fit to entertain him, and to keep out of the heart every  [...]hing that may offend him, and  [...]o keep the Spirit pure and entire  [...]or him, he delighteth to dwell in ſuch a ſoul.
And ſurely, if you labour thus conſtantly to pleaſe Chriſt and to do that which may delight him,  [...]nd then will he be ſo powerfully comfortably operative in your ſouls, that you ſhall be able to ſay, I finde, I feel that of a truth, Chriſt  [...]s in me, This is Chriſt his working  [...]n my heart, none but Chriſt could do that which is done in my ſoul, Surely, My beloved is mine and I  [...]m his.
Thus I have dealt out a third Counſel to Chriſtians that have Chriſt.
Take heed that you do not  [...]ooſe him, keep him with you,  [...]old him faſt, and I have held  [...]orth ſome directions in this  [...]aſe.
[Page]
If ye have have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,Counſel. 4. Walk in Chriſt. Col. 2.6. Walk in him, This is the Apoſtle his Coun­ſel.
Queſt. What is it to walk in Chriſt?
Anſw. Plainly, to walk in Chriſt, (according to the Scrip­ture ſenſe of this phraſe) is ſo to live, that we may make it to ap­pear to others, that we may be ſure in our ſelves, that we are in Chriſt, and that he liveth in us, to walk according to the rule of Chriſt, to live as a people acted by the Spirit of Chriſt, which lead­eth from ſin unto dutie, and gui­deth ſouls in the way of God, in our converſation to hold forth the vertues of Chriſt, to be Patient as he was, Meeke and lowly in heart as he was, Loving as he was, Hea­venly minded, as he was, Zealous for God's glory, as he was, in all things to expreſs Chriſt, to walk in the light of his Doctrine, and ac­cording to his example; to keep up Communion with him in the exerciſe of Chriſtian Graces, and [Page]practiſe of holy duties, and to walk in Chriſt, is to live by the Faith of Son of God who liveth in us, to  [...]elie on him for Juſtification, and Sanctification, and Preſervation, and proviſion, and comfort here, and for Eternal Salvation here­  [...]fter.
And this phraſe, To walk in Chriſt implieth.
1. Light, and knowledge of the minde of Chriſt.
2. A progreſs in that way which is pleaſing to Chriſt, a go­  [...]ng onward, and a riſing up to fur­  [...]her meaſures in Chriſt,
3. An uniformity in this courſe,  [...]ot to go in & out, to take one ſtep  [...]n the right path, and two ſteps  [...]eſide it, but to walk ſteddily in Chriſt.
5 If God hath given us his Son,Counſel. 5. Give jour ſelves up to Chriſt. and all things with him, if Chriſt  [...]ath given himſelf for us, and be­  [...]owed himſelf upon us; then let  [...]s give up our ſelves wholly to  [...]im, in all that we are, and all  [...]hat we can do, let us be his, truly  [...]his is but juſt; and alas, What is [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]my all, to his? We are infinitely advantaged by this gift, which God hath given us, (Chriſt is in life and death advantage) but we cannot in any thing be profitable unto God; Can a man be profitable to God, Job. 22.2. Yet if we give our poore all unto God, if we give our ſelves to him, devoting our ſelves to his ſervice, though all this be nothing in compariſon of God's gift to us, Yet he is graciouſly pleaſed to ac­count it ſomething, and taketh pleaſure in the willing offering of his ſervants.
Thus it muſt be, beloved, and thus it will be with the Chriſtian that hath Chriſt; upon the receipt of this gift from God, there is a giving up of the ſoul unto God; Faith that takes Chriſt, or rather Chriſt who is taken by Faith caries the believer unto God in all du­tie: Faith or the Spirit of Chriſt per­ſwades the ſoul to make the Word of God its Rule, and ſo to give it ſelf up to God in all obedience, Faith worketh by love;Cant. 2.16. My beloved [Page] [...]s mine, and I am his, ſaith the ſpouſe of Chriſt, when we do by faith truly apply Chriſt, and all his grace  [...]o our ſelves, we ſhall by holineſs of life give our ſelves to Chriſt, de­  [...]iring and endeavouring to do his will.
Counſ 6. Let Chriſt be your ſup­port.6. If we have received Jeſus Chriſt,  [...]et us then to the honour of Chriſt make ſhew of our riches, let it ap­pear that we are poſſeſt of him, let  [...]s not be ſo caſt down by croſſes or loſſes of any kind in the world, as if we had no other or better por­tion to truſt to or take comfort in, but let us ſtill rejoyce in Chriſt Je­ſus, and amidſt all the changes of this life, and in all conditions, let us walk chearfully in the way of our duty, having a propriety in and poſſeſſion of, ſuch riches and treaſure as this which God hath given us; let Chriſt be to us a ſup­port and comfort in ſickneſs, peace in trouble, liberty in impriſon­ment, riches in poverty, enlarg­ment in ſtraits, life in death, Let him be to us a heaven upon earth; certainly, the believer may have, [Page]and ought to have ſweet peace and tranquillity in his ſoul, in all con­ditions, ariſing from his enjoyment of Chriſt.
I come now to the laſt Uſe of the Point, with which I ſhall pre­ſently finiſh my work.
Ʋſe 4 Conſolat [...]on.4. Is Chriſt the great gift of God, a gift above all gifts, this is a ground of much comfort to Chri­ſtians, to true believers, that by faith cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt: A believer that hath Chriſt hath all in him, and carries ſtill his happineſs  [...]ith him, a happineſs that cannot be loſt; the true Chriſtian ſtands faſt forever in his happy union with Chriſt, ſo that here is the Chriſtian his happineſs above all others in the world, that he alone is ſure never to looſe his happi­neſs.
Now the happineſs of a Chri­ſtian in the enjoyment of Chriſt might be much amplified, and held forth in many particulars. I ſhall hint ſomething for the comfort of Believers.
1. As many as receive Chriſt, [Page]have by him and with him this pri­viledge; he makes them the Sons of God: As many as received him, Joh. 1.12.  [...].  [...]them gave he power, (rather pri­  [...]iledge or prerogative) to become  [...]he Sons of God. The ſoul that tak­  [...]th Jeſus Chriſt receiveth ſonſhip with him, and ſurely many and great are the priviledges of God's Children in this world, and in the world to come.
2. They that have received Chriſt, are by Chriſt intereſſed in  [...]he gracious providence of God, which ordereth all things for their good.
3. All things are theirs by Gods ordination and promiſe, in reſpect of the uſe and end for which they  [...]re; (all things in kind, not in the  [...]ndividuals.) This is held out by  [...]he Apoſtle in a notable enumera­  [...]ion of particulars:1 Cor. 3.21 All things are  [...]urs, whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death,  [...]r things preſent, or things to come: All Officers and Ordinances in the Church, all creatures in the world,  [...]ll conditions, and all events, all [Page]are for the good of believers, are in this reſpect given them with Chriſt, all things are yours.
4. The having of Chriſt is a firm ground of conſolation in all troubles and diſtreſſes: Is the con­ſcience troubled and diſtreſſed through the ſenſe of ſin and guilt?1 Jo. 2.2. Rom. 3 25. 1 Jo. 1.7. why Chriſt is the propitiation for the ſins of believers, him hath God ſet forth to be a propitiation for ſin, through faith in his bloud. It is the bloud of Chriſt that cleanſ­eth from all ſin.
Now Chriſtian, this Chriſt is thine, by whom thy ſins are taken away, through whom God is re­conciled to thee, by whoſe bloud thou art cleanſed from thy ſin. Doth Satan come to winnow the ſoul by temptations, and vex it with accuſations, telling the Chri­ſtian, that he is thus and thus ſinful and guilty, and that the Law which he hath tranſgreſſed, threat­ens death and damnation to him? what ſaith Paul for the believer his comfort in this caſe?Rom. 8.33.34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? [Page]it is God that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth? it is Chriſt that died; yea, rather that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. Who ſhall lay any thing to thy charge, if Chriſt clear thee? who or what ſhall condemn thee, ſeeing Chriſt (who is given to thee) hath died for thee, for thy ſins, and riſen again for thy juſtification, in as much as thou haſt by faith laid hold on Chriſt, who died, and roſe from the dead, and ſitteth at the right hand of God, making inter­ceſſion for thee? And further, this Chriſt is with thee, in thee, to ſtrengthen thee in temptations, that thy faith fail not, and that thou be not overcome of the evil one,Heb 2.18. he was therefore tempt [...]d him­ſelf, that he might ſuccour them that are tempted.
Doth the conſideration of thine own weakneſs diſcourage thee, be­cauſe thou haſt not ſtrength and abilities to do that good, and per­form thoſe duties which thou  [...]houldſt and wouldſt do? why! [Page]now conſider, that Chriſt is thne for all ſauing purpoſes, for all ſoul advantages; he will be thy ſtrength, and ſhew his power in thy weak­neſs; his ſpirit is with thee, in thee, to help thine infirmities.
Do outward troubles annoy thee? art thou in an afflicted con­dition? why! Chriſt, whom the Father hath given to thee, gave himſelf for thee, that he might de­liver thee from this preſent evil world; he is a covert from the tempeſt, as Rivers of waters in a dry place, as the ſhadow of a great Rock in a weary Land; he hath a fellow-feeling of thy ſufferings, and will not ſuffer thee to be temp­ted above meaſure, and his grace is ſufficient for thee, to ſtrengthen, and ſupport, and comfort thee, in every affliction and tro [...]ble, and to give thee a great advantage by it, cauſing ſweet to come out of the ſower, and meat out of the Eater, and in due time to deliver thee, wholly to deliver the burden from thy ſhoulders. So that believers may have (what our Saviour pro­miſed [Page]to his Diſciples) peace and and comfort in Chriſt, when in the world they have tribulati­ons.
Doth death look upon thee with a grim countenance, to put thee in fear? Now conſider that Chriſt who is thine, hath overcome Death for thee, and hath by his Death deſtroyed him that had the power of Death, hath delivered thee from the wrath to come, hath opened to thee the way to Heaven, and every gate of Heaven, he himſelf is the way, and the doore for thee to enter in by and he will be to thee the Reſur­rection and the life.
Thus, if Chriſt be thine, he is thy Propitiation, thy Juſtification, thy Srength, thy Salvation: Where­fore let Faith carry thee to leane on him in all temptations and afflicti­ons, that thou maiſt be borne up by him, and comforted with the thoughts of thy intereſt in him.
Yet I cannot thus leave this theam, but muſt add ſomething [Page]for a further amplification of the comfort of Believers, who are re­ceived Chriſt.
As I have ſhewed you, that the having of Chriſt is to believers a firm ground of comfort, for Faith to pitch upon in all Spiritual and corporal inward and outward affli­ctions, ſo I ſhall give you to ſee, how Chriſt is actually & effectually a Comforter in ſuch caſes to thoſe that have received him.
If the ſoul be afflicted with ſtrong temptations Chriſt com­forteth it with this Word, My grace is ſufficient for thee, to keep thee from being overcome, and to make thee more then a Conque­rour.
If Satan hath prevailed againſt the Chriſtian by temptation, and drawn him into ſome great ſin, whereupon there followeth ſoul affliction, when the conſcience is awakened; Then Chriſt comfort­eth the ſoul, leading to the Foun­tain which is ſet open for ſin and for uncleanneſs, preſents to it the flowings of his Bloud, ſets before [Page]it the fulneſs and freeneſs of the Grace of God in Chriſt, for the pardon of all ſins, for the re­freſhing of every weary ſoul, for the ſatisf [...]ing of every hung­ring, thirſting ſoul, that hun­g [...]reth and thirſteth after Righteouſneſs; and when a hum­bled Chriſtian cloſeth by faith with this Grace of Chriſt, and waſheth his ſoul in the Foun­tain of his Blood, then is he comforted.
If Chriſt for the trial of a Chri­ſtian do hide himſelf from him, ſo that he is troubled and inwardly afflicted for want of the felt preſence of Chriſt, and for want of the manifeſtation of Chriſt his love to his ſoul, in this caſe Chriſt will be a ſeaſo­nable Comforter to the poor humbled ſoul, he that caſteth the ſoul down, will lift it up again, leading it by his Spirit to lay hold upon the com­fort which lies for every child of God, in that of the Apoſtle, There is no temptation hath taken [Page]you, but that which is common to men, 1 Cor. 10.33. but God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted abo [...]e that ye are able, but will the temptation alſo make to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, and Chriſt helpeth the ſoul to gather up com­fort from thoſe ſweet words;Iſa. 45.7, 8. For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee; In a litle wrath I hid my face from thee, for a moment but with ever­laſting kindneſs will I have mercy upon the, ſai h the Lord thy Re­deemer: And thus Chriſt returns in due time to receive the ſpirits of his humble ones.
Chriſt in the believer is ſeaſo­nable Comforter in all Spiritual diſtreſs, in all ſoul affliction.
So likewiſe in caſe of outward trouble, and temporal diſtreſſeſs, Chriſt in heart is a Comforter, telling the Believer, that he is all ſufficient for him, tells him, that there is in him a ſufficiency of Wiſdom, to find out a way for his deliverance, and a ſufficiency of power, actually to accompliſh his deliverance, how great ſoever the [Page]evil be that lies upon him, yea and a ſufficiencie of Love and grace, to make out his power and wiſdom for his good, and ſo comforteth him abundantly, fil­ling him with this perſwaſion, that all things ſhall work toge­ther for good to him.
Here is the happineſs of a Believer, that he hath a Com­forter in his boſome, in the midſt of all troubles.
This is made out clearly in the experience of the Saints, of which I might give you ſundry Scripture inſtances, David in his ſoul trouble found Chriſt a Comforter.
When Peter was by Herod caſt into priſon, was not Chriſt there a Comforter to him.
When the Jews fell maliciouſly and deſparately upon Stephen, and in their rage Stoned him, did not he receive then glorious comfort from Chriſt dwel ing in him? Paul found this to be true, at ſundry times, and in ſundry caſes: And Paul and Sylas together in the Pri­ſon, [Page]had experience of this truth. Where Chriſt is in the ſoul, help­ing the ſoul to act faith upon him; he is actually a Comforter in all conditions, in every diſtreſs of ſoul and body.
Well, now for a cl [...]ſe; I ſhall ſumm up in few words, the happi­neſs of believers, upon account of their intereſt in Chriſt, and poſſeſ­ſion of him.
Chriſt brings with him all good to thoſe that enjoy him.
1. They have by Chriſt all tem­poral good things, as much as is needful for them, and that which God ſees good for them to have; (now if a man hath what is for his neceſſary uſe, and ſo much as is for his good, is he not well pro­vided for?) and he that hath Chriſt, hath that which will make full amends for all ſeeming and conceited wants, that which is in­finitely better than thoſe things which God is pleaſed to with­hold from them; and Chriſt being in contentation to many pirits, ſo that in a poor [Page]outward eſtate, the believer is as well pleaſed, as if he had abun­dance, and ſo he hath all in con­tentation; he that is content wants nothing.
2. Chriſt bringeth ſpiritual good to the ſoul, bringing in the treaſures of grace, and the riches of conſolation (though to ſome ſoul he giveth more of that trea­ſure, more of theſe riches, than he doth to others.) Chriſt is made to us ſanctification, he is the author and worker of grace and holineſs, ſo that the hearts in which Chriſt is, muſt needs be gracious and ho­ly; he giveth in wiſdome, and meekneſs, and love, and zeal, and other graces of the ſpirit, and he tells his Diſciples, (and all belie­vers in them) that he will not leave them comfortleſs. I am he that comforteth you, ſaith the Lord Chriſt.
3. Jeſus Chriſt bringeth belie­vers to the enjoyment of eternal good, he bringeth them to heaven,  [...]ven all thoſe ſouls to whom he is united on earth. Father, I will [Page]that thoſe whom thou haſt given m be with me, Jo. 17.24. where I am, that they may ſee my glory: My ſheep hear my voice, Jo. 10.27, 28. and they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life.
Every ſoul that is here an habi­tation of God through the ſpirit, in whom Chriſt dwelleth, ſhall be received into everlaſting habitati­ons with Chriſt.
This is the happineſs of every ſoul that enjoys Chriſt.
And now, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Chriſt in you, the hope of glory; ſo I may ſay, Chriſt in you, a ſpring of comfort.
Bleſſed ſoul that can truly ſay Chriſt is mine.

FINIS.
[Page]
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