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Chriſtian Reader!

WEe having peruſed this en­ſuing Treatiſe bearing the Title of SIMEON'S SONG, and being deſired by the worthy AUTHOR to prefixe a line or two, we can do no leſs then give it a kiſs of peace and ſend it away: re­commending it to thee for a ſound and ſavoury diſcourſe, and ſuch as want­eth not a pleaſant quickneſs to hold on thy appetite, and we do believe that all who love the Lord and wait for the conſolation of Iſrael, that their eyes may ſee his ſalvation: will upon per­uſall find it anſwer their time and pains, and will then judge as do
	JOHN ROWE,
	S. WOOD.
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TO THE Much Honoured Collonel Edward Harley, Son and Heir to THE Renowned Sr ROBERT HARLEY, Knight of the Honourable Order of the BATH.
[Page]
[Page]
Much Honoured Sir!

LEt my boldneſs crave your favourable acce­ptance to Epiſtle you, and put your name in the frontiſpiece of this precurſor to your Fathers happy departure,  [...]hoſe tendency was to be ſervice­able [Page] unto his ce­leſtial transfigu­ration,This Epiſtle is an hi­ſtoricall Narrative of him, who was a worthy pattern of much good­neſs in life, and there­fore ſaid, to your ſelf and others (of his own fleſh and blood) Children, I have taught you how to live, and now I do teach you how to die. his name (but mentioned) was, and is, as a pretious ointmēt poured out: your religious fixedneſs in theſe changeable times, your diſcreet zeal for the advanceing of your Lord & Maſter's king­dom, with your unfained love to the truth, more then all arguments beſides, indigitated to me, that yours muſt be the patrociny; eſpe­cially when I ſhal add the intereſt which you had, in ſuch a Fathers heart, who is now departed from among the living; and yet still lives with the Lord; hee had great things in reverſion, held [Page] (in capite) from heavens mag­na charta, and is now gone to take the plenary poſſeſſion of them. Whil'ſt Sir ROBERT HAR­LEY lived, I dare ſay, (his ene­mies being Judges) he much ſtu­died the art to live well, and as years and weakneſſes (towards his diſſolve) did approach, hee ſtudied (as much) the art to dye well, for his aim and end was to live in Jeſus, and to dye in Je­ſus: to whom to live was Chriſt, and to whom, to dye was gain. This bleſſed ſervant of the Lord, was much aſhamed that hee had lived ſo long, before he lived to God; but this he did alſo (viz.) moſt religiouſly & ſincerely bleſs God (in my hearing) that for[Page] forty years or thereabouts before his death, his ſoul was fixedly re­ſolved to live to God, (who I doubt not) but he is bleſſing God with SIMEON, that he depar­ted in peace, in a good old age, and full of grace.
Ignobled greatneſs had no va­lue in his heraldry; he well fore­ſaw, that a Saint hath the rich­est co [...]t, and that nothing in hea­ven or earth, doth ſo honour and enoble a family, or perſon, as true Religion; as God in Cove­nant, as Chriſt in chief; there­fore ſaith Chriſt to his Church, ſince thou waſt pretious in my ſight, thou haſt been honourable, and ſo long ſhall an houſe ſtand before the Lord, and their Al­mond [Page] tree  [...]ud, and flouriſh; (obſerve O you Gent [...]y!) and the Lord Jeſus will put the rod of power and authority into ſuch hanas: for elſe, w [...]at is birth but a dunghill flower? or paren­tage but a filthy cloth? and all the titles of honour, and em­belliſhments of the worlds glory, but ſublunar, and ſtained vani­ties; all whoſe tendency is to­wards the duſt. But to be a ſon of grace, and a true believer, is more true honour, then to bee Theodoſius the Emperour; & this was the judgment of good old SIMEON in this Book.
Your religious Father (I hope none will call this flattery) was [Page] eminently known to be a Worthy indeed, one of the Goſpels great Worthies, heavens favorite, Chriſt's friend; and Chriſt his friend: for whoſe ſake he cheer­fully forſook all, and expoſed himſelf, and all that he had on earth, to the fury and malice of his and Chriſt's enemies; and ſaid oft (in evill times) hee would truſt God with all: Se­neca ſaid wel to Polibius, Salvo Caeſare, non eſt de fortuna conqueri. So this noble Patri­ot, would not, did not murmur, and complain, when brought ve­ry low, nor durſt he implead, or paſs an hard ſentence againſt God, under any check of provi­dence: but ſay, God is good, his [Page] will is beſt, and bleſſed bee his name: thus he acts dependance on Jehovah, and his faith in the ſure mercies of David; then hee prays, and looks up, looks up and prays, again he praies & waits, waits & praies, he hears & believe; then he humble his ſoul with faſting, renewes his co­venant with his God; & ſo keeps up his confidence; mean while ſearcheth his ſoul after ſecret & lurking corruptions, if he could find any way of wickedneſs allow­ed in him, that he might lay aſide every weighty, & the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and run with patience the race that was ſet before him, looking unto Jeſus the author and fini­ſher[Page]of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, & deſpiſed the ſhame, & is ſet down at the right hand of God, Heb.  [...]2 1, 2.
It's abundantly known he was of a publick ſpirit, and layd out himſelf beyond his ſtrength, to bee doing good at every call of providence; not only in a Parla­ment [...]ry way, wherein religious Sir ROBERT HARLEY was ever choſen by his country to be one, & in Goſpel or Church-work (within his ſphere and capacity) he had an inlarged and a pious heart, together with a liberall hand, however he did ſtreighten himſelf, and his, and eng [...]g his credit, that hee might [Page] ſhew bowell-kindneſs to the de­ſpiſed, but faithfull miniſtry of the Goſpel, and to the indigent members of our Lord Chriſt; not onely in his native country, but even to pereg [...]ines, & exiles; And ſince I have touched the Mi­niſtry, his love to all the worthy labourers in the Lord's Vine­yard is much known, where­ever himſelf was well known; and for his Country, Hereford City, and County muſt not bee ſi­lent, to praiſe God for him, whoſe pious care for their ſpirituall good, hath excelled, ſince they do enjoy many faithfull, able, and painfull Miniſters, moſtly by his choice, bounty, and liberality; who elſe in all probability, had [Page] layen waſte, and old, as many o­ther places do; or elſe had been under ſeducers, not teachers of ſound Doctrine, under Idol ſhep­herds, dumb doggs, and ignorant leaders, who are deſtroyers, not builders.
In his declining days, his Fa­ther of mercies exerciſed him with ſore afflictions, of bodily infirmi­ties, ſpirituall combates, and conflicts, and ſoking, and grind­ing diſtempers of the ſtone in the bladder, with Apoplexies, and Palſie, and other infirmities of age; but O the ſweet and invince­able patience! O the humility, the holineſs, contentation, and wiſe moderation of himſelf, and ſweet compoſedneſs of his ſpirit! [Page] He was naturally of an haſty di­ſpoſiton, but his conqueſt over ſuch his infirmities, thoſe who waited much on him, and others who much viſited him, do, and muſt teſtifie, that the Lord gave him a great meaſure of Chriſtian patience, meekneſs, and ſelf-de­niall; with that totall reſigna­tion of himſelf, unto the will of his heavenly Father, that indeed he was changed into another man, and was of another ſpirit, a good while before his change.
Near the Sun-ſet, when the ſhadow muſt be long, and his life ſhort, his ſences of ſeeing and hearing, ſeemed to have been re­newed; eſpecially his hearing, which had been much decaied for [Page] many years; that ſurdity, or privation, was wonderfully re­ſtored and quickened, to the great admiration, not only of friends and relations viſiting him, but to the comfort of himſelf and all at­tendants about him, reading and ſpeaking to him, enjoyed the be­nefit of another Patriarch, to hear his gracious words, which did daily improve to his dying day; the loſſe of whom is very great, and much bewailed, not onely in his family, and relations, but in the Church of God; yet ſo it plea­ſed God.
This ſervant of the Lord, had much of heaven on this ſide heaven, whereby his bitter por­tion given him, under ſore affli­ctions, [Page] and ſtrong conflicts, had much ſweetning in them: the various turns o [...] provi­dence, and the amaz [...]ng alte­rations of Church and State, made him live more upon God and leſs upon the creature; when his Caſtle at Brampton was beſieged, and taken, when his ſweet and gracious con­ſort (yet of happy memory) was taken to mercy, and to reſt from her labours; when his children were taken priſo­ners, his goods given to ſpoi­lers, and robbers; his fami­ly expoſed to the cruell mer­cies of exaſperated enemies, and carried away captives, his lands ſequeſtred, and all [Page] his revenues extinct: yet e­ven then, good Sir ROBERT HARLEY aſſured his believ­ing ſoul, that nothing was ſlain, dead, loſt, ſpoiled, and taken from him of all his pro­prieties, which might have been better to him, then the gain which this pretious ſoul found without them: hee would long for nothing which hee found that the Lord thought good to deny him, ſtill he found ſtronger arguments to ballaſt his religious ſoul, then to be overturned with ſuch contrary winds: the juſt ſhall live by his faith, under dark and bloody providences. The little which himſelf & [Page] his had left them at that time, he was very thankeful for, & he did want the reſt with content, which made him very rich, whom the ſword and cruell oppreſſor, had made very poor.
Now (much Honoured in the Lord) and happy Son to ſuch a Father) after ſuch a deliniation of ſo many ſpecialls never to bee buried; our eyes and hearts are towards you, who do live to ſuc­ceed ſuch a preſident of grace and virtue: our daily prayers to the Lord are for you, and your poſte­rity, that the Lord (who gave you ſuch a Father) will alſo give you to be always correcting and amending the copy and history, with a wiſe and underſtanding [Page] heart, to walk in his godly foot­ſteps, that you may as fair excell him in all wiſedom, as Solomon did good old David, and will pleaſe to write on your heart, and on your life, in great capitall let­ters, on a table of pure gold, Ho­lineſs to the Lord: that you may ever ſee, and enjoy, the Lord's covenant-goodneſs, continued to ſons and daughters of your own fleſh and blood, from generation, to generation, which is, and ſhall be the daily prayer of,
Your moſt affectionate ſervant in the Lord, T. W.
 From my houſe in Kingsſland, June 13▪ 1658.

When at deaths Gate, my ſoul I do commend Into thy hands, Salvation be mine end.
Deo Gloria Amen.


TO THE READER.
[Page]
Chriſtian Reader.

SSome have writ­ten. Inſtitutions to a chriſtian life, as Calvin & Her­lenius; ſome of the emen­dation of life, as Richardus Hampoll in his Speculum Spirituale; others (not a few) De vita activa, & [Page]contemplativa, as Ludol­phus Saxonicus, and the ſchool-men, but the right manner of dying well, and the gracious encounter with death, in its approach and the happy conqueſt in the article of death, hath been very ſeldome heard of: which gives me encou­ragement, to caſt in my mite into this treaſury, & to make holy Simeon my happy preſident, and (in­deed) herein aeſtuebat ille [Page]ſenex beatiſſimus, whoſe breathings of ſpirit did wax hot, whil'ſt hee fixed his believing eye upon his Chriſt, in four reſpects; (viz.) as he was his peace, his ſalvation, his light, his glory: in the firſt, he looked on him as his Mediatour; in the ſecond, as his Re­deemer; in the third, as his guide and teacher: in the fourth, as his crown of re­joicing. In this Treatiſe you have Simeon's hum­ble [Page] confeſſion his faith un­fained, his bleſſed hope, his conſtant love, & raviſhing expectation under which, hee doth happily repoſe himſelf till his departure out of his priſon & houſe of clay; which he aſſured­ly knew would not be long. This Book was penned, now, and then a ſheet, as the Authors leiſure (from other ſtudies) permitted; and were preſented unto an aged & eminent Servant [Page] of the Lords, Sir RO­BERTH HARLEY, Knight of the Noble Order of the BATH; being God's priſoner, and confined to his Chamber, by reaſon of manifold weakneſſes and diſtempers of body, with which the Lord pleaſed to exerciſe him, for diverſe years before his death; be­ing utterly diſenabled to wait upon God in his pub­lick Ordinances, & there­fore among other mercies, [Page] he gladly entertained theſe remembrances, from a Miniſter of Chriſt, who was very much his ſervant in the Lord, the moſt of the papers were ſomtimes read to him, in his Cham­ber by the Author him­ſelf, which papers have bin (ſince his death) gathered up, and now compoſed in this little Treatiſe, for the uſe and benefit of ſuch as do deſire to live and dye bleſſedly, as Simeon did. [Page] Therefore (judicious Rea­der) accept of his good wil who hath indeavoured, to pre-diſpoſe & prepare thy anxious ſoul, for a bleſſed ſeparation from the body, and with good Simeon to depart in peace: Thus I commend thee to God, & this Book to thy cloſe pe­ruſal, & reading through­out: hoping the Lord will pleaſe to make it very in­ſtrumental to thee, to ad­vance thy more happy & [Page] comfortable diſſolution and change, which is the higheſt aim, and utmoſt end of him who ſubſcribes himſelf,
Thy Servant in the Lord's Work, T. W.
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Courreous Reader; ſome few faults there are flipt in the Greek, and diverſe in the Hebrew, by reaſon of the Authors far diſtance from the Preſs, as alſo the unskilfulneſs of the Cor­rector to the Preſs in the Hebrew tongue; therefore the judi­cious Reader (as he meets with them) is deſired to mend them with his Pen.
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EDMUND CALAMY.



The Author's Letter to Sir ROBERT HARLEY, about the beginning of his long ſick­neſs.
[Page]
Honorable Sir!

AS I do much bleſs God for the Re­ligious ſtedfaſt­neſs, in ſuch ver­tiginous times; when ſo many reeds have been ſhaken with every wind; ſo I am confident, you will ever bleſs God, for that your houſe was built upon the Rock: and[Page] for the excellencies of Chriſt, and of his attractive loves to your ſoul: who made you ſick of love, after the more full in­joyment of him, who is a head of fine gold, and a Cluſter of Camphere: the Lord your righteouſneſs; the chief of ten thouſand: who hath invited you to repentance unto life, and to more daily communion with his excellency. Pardon my boldneſs Gracious SIR, poſſibly God will uſe my little Talent, to warm your heart, with the ſhining love of Je­ſus Chriſt: ſo peerleſs, ſo ſweet, ſo chaſt, ſo full, ſo unchage­able, ſo adequate, and magne­ticall, in all his Mediatoriall [Page] works upon your ſoul, I ſay up­on your ſoul, ſo miraculouſly ſaved by the Lord: and pul­led out of the ſuburbs of Hell, ſo unexpectedly, ſo undeſerv­edly, ſo freely, in the day of your ſouls firſt love, & eſpouſ­all to his bleſſed ſelf. Time was (Noble SIR) that your Honour walked in the way of your own heart, bathed and rolled in a worldly Paradiſe of princely favour, when your thoughts, were too much (I preſume) taken up about ad­ditionalls: with which to en­amell your preſent ſtate, with worldly contentments: whoſe emptineſs, together with your Chriſtleſſeneſs, the God and [Page] Father of all your mercies, diſ­covered in his own time, to that your pretious ſoul, and with­all, did let down ſome beams and glimpſes of the unum neceſ­ſarium, more neceſſary then to be born, to live, to be fed, and clad: I mean Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified: when heavens infinite mercy, cauſed the day to break, and the ſhadows to flye away: preſently upon which you muſt confeſs with godly Junius, ſtatim mihi alio facies apparuit: when you then heard with other ears, under­ſtood with another intellect, ſaw with other eyes, ſpake another language, and with a new tongue, read the Scripture [Page] with another ſpirit, and under­ſtood with another ſenſe, and underſtanding: yea, and acted by other principles then before, old things then vaniſhed away, & all things became new; But how? I anſwer, by that power of God, that exceeding greatneſs of power, which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, and ſet him at the right hand of God. SIR! thus you came to know Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, which is above all knowledge, eſpecially to know our ſelves to be Crucified with him; Oh! that is wiſedom indeed, and knowledge moſt tranſendent­ly excellent: for it will make a man wiſe to ſalvatiō. Beſides,[Page] thus to know Chriſt, and thus to know him for our ſelves, is of moſt excellent uſe to us at preſent, ſince it is not onely an informing, and ſpeculative knowledge, but a conforming and reforming, a practicall and operative knowledge, which works mightily on the unre­generate part: perſwading that alſo (by degrees) to bee Crucified with Chriſt, and to live more intirely by the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us. (Pretious ſoul) this life by faith, is life indeed, the pre­ſent life naturall is a death to this life, but the believers ſpi­rituall life, that is a life purcha­ſed [Page] at the deareſt rate, viz. by the moſt unvaluable blood of Chriſt. It's to live in God the Father ſpiritually, to live in Jeſus Chriſt by the myſticall union, and by the ſanctifying Spirit of God; breathing this life into dead ſouls, and quic­kening our dead & dry bones, enabling & impowering us, to cry Abba Father by the Spirit of his Son: and looſing the ty­ed tongue, to ſay from our own particular intereſt, O Lamb of God which takeſt away my ſins; all my ſins: the ſins of all my li [...]e: nay, all my other mens ſins; all the ſins of my vile nature; nay, my ſins of the firſt Adam: and all this bleſſed [Page] Jeſus, as freely as ever the rain did fall, or the Sun did ſhine, never to impute any one of them to me, but acquitting and abſolving thy poor crea­ture, meerly for thy mercies ſake: to juſtifie me for ever, before the eyes of thy glory; nor is this all, (O Father of mer­cies, ſays the pardoned ſoul) but thou doſt alſo richly en­gratiate thy poor ſervant, to be the beloved Spouſe of thy deareſt Son: and to confer that grace of Adoption, to bring me nigh to thy ſelf, by the blood of Chriſt: yea to confer ſanctification on mee, that I might alſo partake of thy divine nature; of a Briar, to [Page] make me a ſweet Roſe, of a Ly­on, a Lamb; of moſt deformed, defiled, abominable within and without; to make mee lovely, comely, fair as the Moon, beautifull as the Sun▪ & ſo to take me into thy moſt holy Covenant, with thy ſelf: and to give me a propriety in all things in heaven, and earth. Thus life is mine, and death is mine, the world is mine, things preſent, and things to come, all is mine, I am Chriſt's, and Chriſt is Gods: a very ſtrange Paradox, a very large Inven­tory, yet no larger then the New Covenant, in which God hath ſaid, I will be your God, and you ſhall be my people,[Page] that's proof enough: for qui habent habentem omnia, habent omnia: here is a Bee-hive of the ſweeteſt honey (much be­loved in the Lord) before your the effectuall calling, like the wandring Bee, your honour went from flower to flower, from one tree to another, and found but little ſweetneſs, if any at all, and what ever it was, you were content to forſake that too for Chriſt: but then you ſaid as Jacob in another caſe, I have enough, my ſon Joſeph is yet alive; my ſoul is yet alive, alive to God in Jeſus Chriſt, and with old Simeon, you are daily ſinging forth this Cantionem Cygneam, Lord [Page]now letteſt thou thy ſervant de­part in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation▪ Lo! the budding of Simeon's Almond tree, one bud is, Simeon, is a vo­lunteer to death, not dragged thither by fatall neceſſity, nor his ſoul thruſt out of doors, with a violent hand, but wil­ling now, or when-ever his Maſter ſhall pleaſe: So, good Old Abraham, dyes in a good old age, full of years, and full of grace, ſcarce an empty cor­ner in his ſoul: both inſtances had enough of days and years, therefore did breathe, and pant after eternity.
And now (celeſtiall ſoul) hearken a while and you ſhall [Page] hear the Spirit of Chriſt, ſweet­ly whiſpering, Ariſe my love, my dove, my fair one, and come away: why tarrieſt thou? To whom the redeemed doth joy­fully anſwer, Be it ſo (O bleſ­ſed Saviour) I do only tarry thy leiſure, I come Lord, I come; but in thy time, and ac­cording to thy Word, not be­fore: mean while, Lord help me to act faith in thy rich pro­miſes, and in a bleſſed reliance of moſt holy recumbency, to ſit at the footſtool of thy great mercy; admiring the honour thou do'ſt to all thy holy ones, and magnifying thy grace, to thy Saints, differing onely in degrees from glory; for grace [Page] is glory militant, and glory is grace triumphant.
And to conclude, Honour­able SIR! Holineſs in heart and life, is greater honour, then to be born the ſon of a King: for the holy ones of the Lord have (as it were) the blood Royall of heaven, running in every vein, and the remem­brance of every ſuch one after death, is as a pretious ointment powred out; or as the ſmell of the Wine of Lebanon: bear up then (ſouldier of Chriſt) againſt all diſcouragements in your journial towards heavenly Canaan; what if you do meet with temptations, and trialls, nay with fiery Serpents in the [Page] way: follow your Captain Chriſt Jeſus, who for the joy and crown ſet before him, did endure the Croſſe, and deſpiſe the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the right hand of the moſt high. Wonder not (O warri­er of Chriſt) if bullets of temp­tations, and fire balls of helliſh terrours threaten to deſtroy your faith, which if they hit, they cannot hurt you: Jeſus Chriſt (in whom we are more then conquerours) takes all the blows, and gives you moſt inſultantly to triumph over them; and to read down ally our ſpirituall adverſaries, and to be gainers by them all, in the day of your bleſſed change; [Page] when you ſhall bee clothed upon with the ſame glory which Chriſt himſelf had, from the Father by ſpeci­all donation; and the very day of your death you ſhall be with Chriſt in Paradiſe; as a Bride welcomed by the Bridegroom, when your ho­nour ſhall for ever ſit with the King of Saints, in hea­venly places: congratulated by innumerable Angells, and by the generall Aſſembly, and Church of the firſt born; en­rolled in heaven, by the ſpi­rits of juſt men made perfect, and with whom your bleſſed ſelf, ſhall make one, ſaying, [Page] Hallelujah, ſalvation, and honour, and glory, and power unto the Lord our God, Amen. Hallelujah.
Yours

FINIS.


Books lately printed for Tho. Parkhurſt &c.
 [...] or Divine cha­racters in two parts, acutely diſtinguiſhing the more ſecret and undiſcerned differences between 1. The Hypocrite in his beſt dreſs of ſeeming virtue, and formal duties: And the true Chriſtian in his real graces, and ſincere obedience. As alſo between 2. The blackeſt weeds of daily infirmities of the truly godly, eclipſing ſaving grace; and the reigning ſins of the Unregene­rate, that pretend unto that godlineſs they never had. By that late burning and ſhining Lamp, Mr Samuel Crook, B. D. late Paſtor of Wrington in Somerſet. Folio.
Mr. John Cotton his practical Expoſition on the firſt Epiſtle to John, ſecond Edition, corrected and inlarged▪ in Folio.
A Theatre of flying Inſects, wherein eſpecially the manner of right ordering the Bee is excellently deſcri­bed; with diſcourſes H ſtorical and Phyſical concerning them; with a ſecond part of Meditations and Obſer­vations, Theological and Moral, in 3 Centuries upon the ſame ſubject, by Samuel Purchas M. A. in 40.
Catechizing God's Ordinance, in ſundry Sermons, by Mr. Zachary Crofton, Miniſter of Buttolphs Aldgate, London, the ſecond Edition corrected and augmented,


A Religious Treatiſe UPON Symeon's Song: OR, Inſtructions advertiſing how to Live Holily, and Die Happily.
[Page]
LUKE, 2.29, 30. 29 Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer­vant depart in peace, according to thy word.
 30. For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſal­vation.


SIMEON, here may be ſtiled God's white Swan,Eccl. 12.5. ſinging his owne Epitaph; now in the time when his Al­mond-tree did ſweetly bloſſom.
It is Simeons Funeral Song, Cantus F [...]. nebris. of which Songs, I onely finde two in Scripture: [Page] (ſo ſadly do the moſt lay down this Earthly Tabernacle; when as the dear Saints of God, ſhould then rejoyce with joy unſpeakable,1 Pet. 1.8. and full of Glory.)
You read of one in the Old Teſta­ment, and that was good Old Moſes, 120.Deu. 31.19.  [...] 30 Duter. 32. through out yeares old; who calleth his in­ſtructions before his death (giving to the people a ſong, which he requireth to be written for the uſe of the Chil­dren of Iſrael, when the Lord ſhould put a period to his days on earth.
The ſecond was Simeons Song here, whoſe days were protracted, till he ſhould ſee the Lord's Chriſt bodily,Galatians. and ſpiritually at once. Both, great men, and honourable, as ſay, the Ec­cleſiasticall Hiſtories; both Holy, and Godly men; Moſes was God's Ser­vant, and ſo was Simeon: Both ho­noured with a Religious and Bleſſed memoriall: Moſes dies, with fixed eyes upon true Canaan; but Simeons eyes are fixed upon Chriſt.
[Page]
The Spirit of God knowes as well the time of our Spirituall joyes, as of our effectuall calling; and the act­ings of our repentance, and of our Faith: See here, this good old man, is now excited to take the opportunity to act his own joy, & to perſonate that, which believers ſhould act much more then they doe; namely, to look be­lievingly on the Lord Jeſus, their joy, and conſolation as Simeon did: Who Firſt took him up in his armes, 1 whom he had before entertained in his heart, and ſo is even raptured in the ſuperabounding love of his Lord Chriſt, the bleſſedeſt arme-full, that ever the good Old man, had in all his life.
Obſerve, that Simeon declares his 2 joy by a Holy Elegie off bleſſing God, for this ſo magnificent, and long ex­pected a mercy, as this ſight did con­tein: That he looks of all elſe, and will needs die out of hand, to be for­ever [Page] in the poſſeſſion, of this beatifi­call Viſion.
3 Obſerve the forme of the holy Elogy, verſes 29, 30, 31, 32. called Simeons Song; as if he had ſaid, I fear not ſin, nor dread I death: I have lived enough, I have my Life: I have ſeen enough, I have my light: I have ſorrowed enough, I have my joy: (ſweet Babe) let this Song be a Lul­laby for thee, and a Funerall for Me; ſleep thou in mine armes, while I de­part in peace.
Simeons re­ſolve and willingneſs to die. Simeon reſolves to die willingly, ſo freely doth his heart breath out, and his tongue expreſſe, what he had ſo well reſolved on.
Simeons time in which he wills to dy, neither ſooner nor longer.His time, even now, (Lord) no ſooner, nor no longer: Lord ſay Amen to my deſires.
Note his relation, in which he ſtood, in the word Servant, anſwering rela­tively unto the word Lord: and ſo 'tis between a Maſter, and ſervant. [Page] And here let us obſerve Simeons hum­ble acknowledgment of his relation,Simeons humility. in being the Lords Servant.
A Servant indeed he was both in heart, and life; both in word and deed, an humble worſhipper of the Lord God; who as he had been gra­ciouſly preſerved by him, in a 1000. dangers all his life long; and much owned from his Mothers womb till now: So he will now reſigne up him­ſelf in death to the ſafe cuſtody, and farther favour of ſo good a Lord, and Maſter.
In the words be two parts.
1. A Propoſition, Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart, &c.
2. A Confirmation, For mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation.
In the firſt he propoſeth the large deſire of his ſoul, as if he had ſaid, Lord long have I lived, and have ſeen all the Vanity that is under the Sun; [Page] and thought I could never have my fill: But now Lord, ſince thou haſt made me ſee the emptines of the creature, & thy fulnes; why do I live any longer in ſuch a place as earth is? In ſuch a condition as mortals are? Lord now lettest thou thy Servant de­part in peace: What, depart out of thy publique ſervice now in the Tem­ple? no, but by thy leave, but thou (Lord permitting,) let my long im­priſoned pretious ſoul depart this body, and this body and ſoul depart, out of this preſent world.
So now he deſires death, which is reſolutio animae a corpore, (as the Philoſophers call death,) who ſay that there is a ſtrong ligament between the ſoul, and the body, which death doth unty; and ſo deliver up the perſon either to a better,Qui paca­tum habent Deum, et pacatam conſcientiam illi in pace moriuntur. or worſe place.
Simeon here deſires to depart in peace, who as he was at peace with God, and with his owne Conſcience: [Page] So he deſiers to die in an holy calme, and ſweet peace.
Hitherto of the propoſall, next briefly of the Confirmation.
For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſal­uation..
The happy death of every gratious Simeon, is much exalted, by the pro­miſes of God, which in Chriſt Jeſus are yea, and Amen, to the praiſe and Glory of God.2 Cor. 1.20. As if Simeon had ſaid, Domine jam moriar alacriter; Lord I will now depart, for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation; Lord now ſaid thy Holy Oracle truth, which was delivered me to believe, Iſa. 5.2. All the ends of the earth ſhall ſee the Salvation of our God. Iſa. 52.10. And I Sime­on my ſelfe do ſee the perſon, and the thing (viz) Chriſt and his Salvation, which he ſhall bring to all Nations. Nor is this all, but he ſpeaks of the Offices, and actings of Chriſt: [Page] ſaying, which thou haſt prepared be­fore the face of all people,Iſai. 49. out of Iſ. 49. I will alſo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my ſal­vation to the ends of the earth. Him whom man deſpiſeth: Him whom Nations abhor, Kings ſhall ſee and a­riſe, Prices alſo ſhall worſhip becauſe of the Lord that is faithfull.
[And to be the glory of thy people Iſraell.]
Here's high exaltation of the Tribes of Iſraell: becauſe from amongſt them, ſhall Chriſt come according to the fleſh, and the conſequent of Si­meons Song, was,
2 Luke. 33.1. The parents of Chriſt they marvell eſpecially conſidering, what they lately heard from the bleſſed Angels,1 Luke. 30. & what the Shepherds repor­ted of him.
2 Luke. 34.2. Simeon bleſſed them, and ſaid to his Mother Mary behold this Child is ſet for the fall, and riſing again of many in Iſraell.
[Page]
Now as Solomons throne had ſix aſcending Ivory ſteps over laid with gold:1 Kings 10 18. ſo here be ſix ſteps of aſcent, for the poor ſoul to come very near, to a greater then Solomon, even to the everlaſting King of glory;2 Cor. 11.2 who hath a long time been preparing eve­ry gracious ſoul, to be a Bride for him­ſelf, and to enjoy the Lord Jeſus in his bleſſed arms, with everlaſting con­jugalls.
Where firſt note, the time, now, 1 preſently without farther ſtay. Se­condly note his deſire to enjoy and 2 adore him more and more fervently. Thirdly note his dutifulneſſe in the 3 appellation he givs himſelf, the name of a ſervant. Fourthly the dignity of 4 his Maſter in the word, Lord, one of great command, power, and place. Fifthly the ground of his requeſt, the word, the infallible word, let me 5 dye according to thy word, according to thy word of pro­miſe. Sixthly the condition in 6 [Page] which he did deſire to dye, and that was in peace. Simeon now had the Lord Chriſt in his armes, who made peace, who came and brought peace, who was peace, and the very God, & Prince of peace. Ah ſoul that's the on­ly time for thee, & me to die, when we have gotten Chriſt into the arms of our faith, then, then, & not before, we can ſing with Simeon, Lord, now let­teſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace: for when Chriſt is thus in thine arms, thou art in his arms alſo, ſo reciprocal­ly do theſe two lovers clip, and em­brace each other.
Now a word both of this propo­ſall, and confirmation in the manner of his ſpeech.
The words be the humble prayer of a gracious ſervant to his Lord viz. to die preſently in peace; but according to the minde, and with the good leave of his Lord,
Queſt. But who is Simeon here? or, what it Simeons condition?
[Page]
Anſw. 1. A ſervant, but an honou­rable one, for he was the ſervant of the Lord of life and glory.
Anſw. 2. A ſervant, bound by ſtrong­eſt obligations of oath, and covenant.
Anſw. 3. A ſervant, during life, nay a ſervant for ever, to a Maſter whoſe ſervice is perfect freedome:Joh. 8.36 but what freedome can ſuch a ſervant aſk or expect? yes this great Lord hath a bleſſed freedome, an everlaſting jubi­lee, to grant to all his ſervants; that aged Simeon foreſaw, and that hee askes.
Miſtake me not, Simeon deſires not askes not to be freed from the ſervice of his Lord: but askes to be tranſla­ted into an higher, into a more cele­ſtiall, and evangelical ſervice, & accor­ding to the faithfull word of promiſe made to him by his Lord: and ſo heartily deſires, and prayes to depart from faith, and hope, to fruition: from prayers to praiſes, from feares and doubtings of a miſgiving heart, [Page] to a moſt ſweet tranquility, to fear and doubt no more: from paines, and dolours, to perfect eaſe: from miſerable comforters, to the God of all Conſolations:Job. 16.2. Rom. 15.5 2 Cor. 7.5. Heb. 2.14. Heb. 12.23.24. from troubles with­out, from fears within, from ſin, death and him that had the power of death, to eternall, heavenly joyes: to the great aſſembly to the lambs redeemed ones, to perfect holineſs, and endleſs happineſſe, and to Jeſus Chriſt him­ſelf to be partaker with him of hea­vens glory; yea of that very glory, which himſelf had with the Father before the world was,Joh. 17.5. and to be poſ­ſeſſed of that very glory, which the humanity of Chriſt hath at this pre­ſent time, at the right hand of God.
Simeons eye of faith was poring to look through the dark cloud of his infirmities, upon this dazling glo­ry, and ſo doth beg his freedome, to be diſcharged of his earthly Taberna­cle, according to the word of his Lord.
now I ſhall endeavour to ſumm up [Page] all, and to mould the propoſition of this enſuing Treatiſe in one moſt cer­tain concluſion.
Doct.  Such may upon juſt cauſe, deſire to dye, who have ſeen the Lords ſal­vation; as Simeon did here.
Many have unjuſtly deſired to dye, upon unjuſt conſiderations; as Cato, Cleombrotus, Lucretia, and others:quia Spiri­tus laten­ter juſſerat. lib. 1. cap. 21. but they may alone (upon juſt grounds) deſire to dye, who have an eye within the vaile, and an eare to hear the ſpirit bid them, now, be wil­ling to dye.
Thoſe ſacred Virgins who in the ſack of Rome, choſe to prevent the barbarous heathen, proſtituting their bodies to uncleanneſſe, by a volunta-murthering of themſelvs, had no war­rant at all; nor ought they under a­ny pretence, have fled unto ſo deſ­perate a prevention, this but by the way.
They alone, who have had a gra­cious aſpect upon the Lord, can bee [Page] rightly willing to dye: they who have ſo looked into the promiſe, that they are aſſured, God will ſhew them their Lord, firſt believingly, and then bea­tifically, do alſo look upon death (which was wont to be ſo formida­ble) as very much changed: for now, death is no longer a deſtroyer, but a deliverer: no longer a puniſhment, or a curſe, but a bleſſing: yea death to a bliever, is one legacy in that rich In­ventory of the Epiſtle to the Corin­thians, 1 Cor. 3.30. all things be yours, death is yours.
While death was in the Devills power, death was an enemy; but Chriſt hath made it a friend, and a bleſſing, a bridge to paſſe over, from the vail of tears into the Kingdome of glory. As Haman provided for Mor­dicai: ſo death intended a curſe, and miſchief, but accidentally it proves a bleſſing, and to be deſired.
Indeed to men without God, and Chriſt, out of Covenant, and with­out [Page] the word of promiſe, death is of all terribles, the moſt terrible: [...]. and a moſt rigid executioner of divine wrath and vengeance; but to the Godly, ſo 'tis a ſervant of the Lords, and our ſervant to unlock Heaven gate, and to admit the precious ſouls of Chriſts redeemed ones into Chriſts boſome: ſuch do quietly ſend away their ſouls to heaven, whereas the ungoldly man or woman (who is an unbeliever) his ſoul is taken from him;Luk. 12. Job. 27.8. and as Job ſpeakes, will they, nill they; they would fain live longer, [...] but they muſt not, they cannot, ſo inexorable is death to them: but every Simeon is willing to reſign, when his Lord ſhall pleaſe, he dyes not, becauſe he muſt dye: but becauſe he willingly ſubſcribes to the Lords fiat.
This Concluſion is confirmed by manifold witneſſes.
To me to live is Christ, 1 Phil. 21. to dye is gain. But Paul was here in a great ſtraight, [...]. v. 23. having ſtrong arguments on both [Page] ſides, to deſire life, and to deſire death therefore ſaith, I am in a ſtraight be­tween two, having a deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which is far bet­ter.
Nevertheleſs to abide in the fleſh is more needfull for you, that your rejoy­cing may be more abundant in Jeſus Chriſt for me.
Another teſtimony of this truth propoſed, is in St. Paul's ſecond e­piſtle to the Corinthians.
2 Cor. 5.1,For in this we groane earneſtly de­ſiring to be cloathed upon, [...]. with our houſe which is from Heaven: For we that are in this Tabernacle do groan, being burthened, not for that we would be uncloathed,v. 4. but cloath­ed upon, [...] that mortality might be ſwal­lowed up of life. Now he that hath wrought us for the ſelf-ſame thing is God;v. 5. who alſo hath given us the ear­neſt of the ſpirit, & ſo goes on, There­fore we are alwayes confident,v. 6. know­ing that whilſt we are at home in the [Page] body, we are abſent from the Lord, For we walk by faith, & not by ſight, we are confident (I ſay) and willing ra­ther, to be abſent from the body,u. 7. and to be preſent with the Lord.
Queſt. But whence all this? Q.
Anſw. From the Apoſtles hope,A. and expectation he had of Heaven, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life; according to the teſtimo­ny, and earneſt of the ſpirit of God, that after this life he ſhall be cloath­ed upon, with life, and glory: that then he ſhall be with the Lord: Thus much his faith had ſhewed him. And thus much for the confir­mation.
We cannot ſee Chriſt in his co­eſſentiality with the Father, and with the Holy Ghoſt: Such a ſight of God here below, would be inconſiſtent with a mortall and ſublunar beeing, and would ſwallow up the Creature man: as the Schoolmen do affirm. But here againſt doth Gregory object, [Page] What? may we not ſe, who ſee the Lord's Chriſt? Eſpecially ſeeing him God-man, as Simeon here did? no longer in the type, but the truth it ſelf.
qui videant videntem omnia, quid non videant? Greg. ſol. lib. 4 cap 33.St. Augustin doth well anſwere this, and the like objections, ſaying, we can ſee no more of God, and of Chriſt then God ſhall pleaſe to manifeſt unto us, or then Chriſt ſhall pleaſe to reveale unto us; as he did to Moſes, when God did put him in a clift of the Rock:Exod. 33.22.23. what breaking forth of his glory the Lord ſhal pleaſe to diſcover unto us, finite creatures, thoſe we may ſee.Viſione in­telligibili videntar ea quae ſunt à nobis intel­ligibilia. Aug. But the Father goes on further, we may ſee much of God with our intellect, (I meane) of ſuch things, as are intelligible; and thus many things of God, and Chriſt, do fall within our capacity, and as we are able to bear them; thus viſions be ſome darker, ſome more lightſome, ſome perſons have more day, and ſome more night; yet, at the beſt, our ſight here, is but [Page] obſcure, as the old man's ſight, through his ſpectacles. I ſay ſome Saints have cleerer viſions, as Ezechi­el, to whom the Lord opened Hea­ven; which made him ſay, I ſaw the Viſions of God. The great Jehova, Deodate in his Annota­tions. did after a ſpeciall manner, Illuminate his underſtanding facultie, and did reveal to him ſuch divine, and raviſhing ſe­crets, as did far ſurpaſſe any human capacity; with which ſome pretious Jewels of the Lords, have been ſo ſpi­ritually tranſported, that they have ſweetly breathed out their celeſtiall ſouls, into the armes or boſome of their Lord Chriſt, their ſalvation; as Simeon did deſire here to doe.
One wel obſerved of late, that there is nothing, which hath ſo great an in­fluence, upon a holy man or woman, nothing doth ſo much affect their hearts, as a clearer diſcovery of the viſions of God: as when Job ſaid I have heard of thee by the hearing of the eare: but now mine eye ſeeth thee. Job. 42. And [Page] ſaith St. Augustin, who is ſaid to be 12. years old when our ſaviour ſuf­fered Euſe. Eccle. Hiſt. lib. 3. Exo. 34.6. oft wiſhed to have ſeen Chriſt in the fleſh, as Ignatius that bleſſed Martyr did.
1. Ther's a ſight of God in his di­vine attributes, and ſo he proclaimes himſelf, in the hearing of all the peopl; The Lord, the Lord God, mercifull, and gratious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, &c.
Aquin.2. There is a ſight of God in his e­minencie & excellent greatneſs; & ſo appeared he to Moſes, out of the midſt of a burning Buſh: and to Abraham, Jſaak, and Jacob, by his Name (Jah) that deminutive of the Word Jeho­vah, Exo. 3.2. Pſa. 68.4. or God Almighty and All-ſuffi­cient.
 [...]So, by his name (I am) ver. 14. This is my name (ſaith he) forever, and this is my memoriall unto all ge­nerations. ero qui ero. Thus the Iſraelites ſaw him, in his excellent greatneſs, which he did ſo diſplay before them.
3. There is a ſight of God's ſur­paſſing purity, and holineſs of his na­ture, [Page] and ſo the Angels and ſoules of the Saints departed, and now in Hea­ven do ſee him:Iſa. 6.3. and ſo the Sera­phims, who cried one to another, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts, the whole earth is full of his glory.
4. Ther's a ſight of the plenarie bleſſedneſs, and fulneſſe of God,Gen. 17.1.  [...] fil­ling all things; of which God him­ſelf told Abraham, ſaying, I am the Al­mighty God, walk before Mee, and bee thou perfect.
5. Ther's a ſight of Gods domini­on and Soverainty,Iſa. 6.5.6. at ſome glimpſes of which, ſaid the Prophet Iſaiah. Wo is me, for I am undone, for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of hoſts. &c.
6. There's a ſight of God in his providences, who doth ſo diſpoſe of,Ep. 1.11. Mat. 6.26.27. Rev. 4 11. and order all things, according to the counſell of his own will, that he doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, both in heaven and earth: he provides main­tenance, and ſubſiſtence, for the hoſt of all his works: vegetative, ſenſitive, [Page] or rationall, whether animate, or in­animate,Mat. 10.30. For the Lillies of the field, for the Foules of Heaven, the very haires of our head are numbred. Pſ. 74.17. Job. 36 27. Job. 37.10. He orders the day and the night, Summer and winter, Heat and cold, and he maketh ſmall drops of water; By the breathing of God froſt is given; and the breadth of the waters is ſtraitned.
7. There is a ſight of God in the face of Chriſt, viz. a reconciled God, and Father in Jeſus Chriſt, and which, more fully to make known, this God, and Father,2. Cor. 4, 6. hath commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſſe, to give the light of the knowlege of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt; So that as the great body of the ſunn, gives light to the worlds hemiſphere,Mal. 4.2. ſo does God in Chriſt (by the ſon of righteouſneſs: ſending forth the bleſſed beames of Evangelicall grace and glory) ſhine upon the Church,Gloria Dei hic eſt per­lucida, & refulgens. Oecolamp. in Eze. 43.2. and give ſaving light, into darke ſovles; and doth bleſſedly break in upon blind men [Page] and women, who before, ſate in muf­led darkneſſe, and in the ſhaddow of death. Reader heed theſe things well, for they carry, light life and power in them.
8. And laſtly,voſti haec fidei con­templatio tranfigura­tiva appel­latur. Theod. epus Cy [...]i de fide in Epiph. there is a ſight of God in the perſon of Chriſt, and that is when we do apprehend a Godhead filling the humane nature, with moſt unutterable apprehenſions of God, his Divinity, and when (by the pow­ers of rich grace) we do come to apprehend our ſelves, ſo farr intereſſ­ed in the two natures of the ſecond perſon (for ever made one Chriſt) as to conceive and believe our ſelves, to be the choſen,cum Deus ſeſe ſua (que) c [...]gnoſcibilia largius & perfectius patefacit ſuis. Mer­cer. in Job. 4.5. and be­loved of God in Chriſt, before the world was; and (by the mighty work of free grace) do begin to finde our ſelves, accepted, beloved, redeemed and ſaved by our Lord, thus ſet be­fore us: whom bleſſed Simeon, looks here on, corporally and ſpiritually as his own Chriſt, as his ſalvation by [Page] meanes of the moſt Holy and happy continuance,thus many Prohets and Kings have deſi­red to ſee, Luk. 10.24 of all the three Perſons in the Trinity: whereat Simeons heart became wonderfully enlarged: It being given in to him from above, (according to the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt) that he ſhould not ſee death, before he had ſeen the Lords Chriſt.
Iunius in Iſaiam. Simeons ſight here was not only ocu­lar and intuitive, but but intellectuall and fiduciall, being Divinely revealed to him, as the viſions of Daniel, Eze­kiell, and John: for his ſight was a manifold viſion,Epiſt. ad ſmyrn & Policarp. of the Lords Chriſt in perſon, in his natures, in his offices; ſo that Simeon was (as it were) tranſ­figured,Iſa. 22.1. Epo verò & poſt r [...]ſu­rrectionem in carne cum vidi, ubi ignati­us habet, locum temp­ur, & perſo­nas quicum petro erant, & ipſa ver­ba Chriſti. as Peter James and John; and carried into the vallie of viſions, to whom God pleaſed alſo to Commu­nicate, a viſion of rapturing loves; as to the Church in the Canticles; and as unto bleſſed Jgnatius, but after his reſurrection, when he appeared unto Peter, and thoſe who were with Peter, his words be, and I alſo after his re­ſurrection ſaw him.
[Page]
Simeon was communing with the promiſe,Promiſit ſ [...] deus compa­riturum in nube, Levit. 16.2. Nubes fuit ſymbo­lum inhabi­tantis dei miſerentis, ac eos ſer­vantis, quū templo Salo­monis & ſancto ſan­ctorum pri­mùm importaretur ar­ca, digreſſis commodùm ſacerdo­tibus ex adytis, nubes replevit domum domini, nec ſacerdotes ſubſistere poterant, ut adminiſtrarent, prae nube illa; quandoqui­deme rat repleta gloria domini, domus domini 1. Regum. 8. ve­rùm hoc loco conſtituto templo novo, claritas & ſplendor, abſque nube refulget patres omnes ſub nube ſuerunt, & omnes in moſen baptizati ſunt nube, ſed jam, quia revelationis tempus, abſ (que) nu­be in facie Chriſti, gloriam dei contemplamur, nunc, non inter Che­rubim lux est, ſed illuceſcit & reſulgiet ipſa quo (que) terra, a gloria Dei: quemad modum terrena Credentium corda, incomprehenſibili lumine gratiae adimplentur, aeterno templo dedicato haec terra in A­damo, maledicta eſt, & tribulos gignit; faediſſimis enim cogitationi­bus diſcerpitur cor hominis: intranti in novum hoc templum ſu­um gloriae Dei perluſtris eadem efficitur: nos enim pridem peccatores regenuit in ſpem vivam. Ecolamp. Mag. Baſilienſis Epiſc. in Ezek. 43. and with his faith about the veracitie of that promiſe, and about his Lord Chriſt, wrapped up in the promiſe, for his uſe; mean while, doth the Lord bring in Chriſt himſelf in perſon, who was the ſoul and mar­row of the promiſe: and ſo his be­lieving ſoul, was (even here) grati­fied with a bleſſed viſion, whereof more fully in that which followeth, namely, Simeons delight, Simeon ſight, and deſire.
[Page]
I ſhall amplifie this truth by two ne­ceſſary queſtions.
Q.Queſt. 1. What this (ſo working ſight) is?
Q.Queſt. 2. What this deſire is?
A. Anſw. To the firſt, I anſwer that after a ſinner hath taken ſome good notice of his miſerable ſelf, out of Chriſt,Eph. 2.12. out of Covenant, a ſtranger to the Common wealth of Iſrael, with­out God, and in a miſerable pickle, confounded in himſelf (as Ephraim) much afflicted, and greatly humbled be­fore the Lord. Jer. 31.19. I ſay after ſuch a ſight of himſelf, when a wretched ſinner comes to ſee Chriſt in the goſpell, (as in a chriſtall glaſs) choſen of God, and the beloved Son of God;2 Cor. 5.19. in, and by whoſe mediation God did reconcile himſelf to the world. And when a ſin­ner comes to ſee himſelf in his Chriſt, as his Chriſt; as one in whom hee he hath a ſpeciall intereſt, and pro­priety (as bleſſed Thomas did ſee Chriſt, when he cryed out, my God [Page]and my Lord) and when thou comeſt to ſee him, who hath made thy peace with his Father, by his moſt pretious blood upon his Croſſe. And to ſee him, who hath procured thy juſtifica­tion, thy adoption, and purchaſed his Fathers everlaſting love for thee, and hath given thee to be an heire of Hea­ven, a coheire with himſelfe, and provided rich manſions of endleſs glory.
Such ſeeing,Liking. muſt needs breed like­ing, & ſuch will breed deſires, & long­ing even to be ſick of love, after the ful­ler enjoyment of him, who is the Author, and finiſher of thy ſalva­tion.
It is to ſee the Lord Chriſt,A. 2 cloath­ed in our nature for us: and to ſee him in both natures, our mediator and advocate with the Father: to ſee him our King, our Prieſt, our Pro­phet, mightily enabled to carry on, and to compleat the work of our re­demption to the uttermoſt: it is to [Page] ſee him, who as he was promiſed by all the Prophets to come into the world;Act. 10.43. ſo I ſee him come indeed, to make ſatisfaction to divine juſtice for me, to pay my debt, and to ſet open heavens doors to me, and to pave for me a new and living way to go to God by him.Heb. 7.25.
A. 3.It is to ſee my gratious Lord reach­ing out both his armes of his love, to receive me into the bleſſed boſome, and tendering the pretious ſelf, to be made of God to my ſoul, wiſdom righteouſneſs,1. Cor. 1.30. ſanctification, & redēp­tion: to ſee him my joy, & life, the life of my life, the ſoul of my ſoul, my crown and glory, to ſee him own­ing me to be his beloved ſpouſe dy­ing for me, & reſpecting more my ſpi­rituall life, then his own naturall life, and he dyed once that I ſhould live for ever: it is to ſee him who choſe to be accurſed, that I might be bleſ­ſed: who was content to be con­demned (as a vile malefactor) that I [Page] might be acquitted, juſtified, and ſaved.
It is to ſee him, who ſuffered the torments of hell for me, that I might for ever enjoy, the glory of heaven. Think now bleſſed ſoul, hadſt thou been in Simeons caſe, & place, whether thou wouldeſt not have ſaid, and ſung as Simeon did, Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſal­vation.
2. Queſtion.
What this deſire is?
Deſire is the wing of the ſoul,1. a ſtrong deſire Pher. whereby it moveth towards ſome good, where it loveth to feed it ſelf, and to be ſatiſfied with the thing de­ſired,Job. 39.29. as the Eagle lookes on the pray afar off, the Eagle is ſharp-ſighted to diſcover the pray; ſwift of wings to haſten to it; armed with ſtrength to ſeize upon it: ſo our deſires (accord­ing to our apprehenſion of the objects [Page] goodneſs) does convocate all the powers, and faculties of the ſoul, to promote, and procure the good be­loved and deſired, as in the text, Simeons love, and deſire is fixed upon Chriſt, the best good in heaven, and earth, 2. Hag. 7. and therefore is called the deſire of all Nations.
Well might Simeon deſire what he did: for (as it is ſaid of a Roman Emperor) neminem unquam dimiſit triſtem: So the Lord Chriſt never ſent any longing Simeon away empty, who comes to him as Simeon did, (ſub ratione boni & jucundi) to finde enough in Chriſt to fill up all deſires, and all the vacuities in the ſoul.
Nothing comparable to Chriſt, thought Simeon, Exod. 33. nothing but Chriſt, ſaid the bleſſed Martyr, nothing but thy glory, ſaid Moſes, ſhew me thy glory: like Anſelms bird, tied to the ground with a ſtring, and aſcending to the length of the thread, raiſing her ſelfe, and fly­ing upwards. Oh! ſo is my ſoul (ſaid [Page] he) ſighing, groaning, and deſiring to depart, & to be with Chriſt, (as Paul) to ſee the Lords ſalvation, as Simeon.
This deſire is a reſtleſs deſire of a poor, weary, heavy laden ſoul,A reſtleſs deſire. very low in a vale of miſery, and valley of teares, exiled from her native ſoile, where troubles, and griefs, croud in like Jobes meſſengers: as the waves of the Sea,Rom. 7.24. one at the heels of ano­ther. Which made the Apoſtle to aſke, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death.
The conſideration of which made an Heathen to ſay to his Schollers, that if it were offered,which Sr Robert Harley ſaid oft in his old age. him to be young again, he would not accept ſuch an offer; ſo troubleſome did he count this preſent condition to be.
But the pretious ſervants of the Lord, have more cauſe to deſire death; for that they do live under a better hope, and do ſee their celeſtial ſoules under the miſerable captivity of ſin, and ſatanicall thraldome; com­bating [Page] continually with the luſts of the fleſh, 1. Jo. 2.16. the luſts of the eyes, and the pride of life; with troubles of divers kinds, with diſcontents every mo­ment: under the emptineſſe of the creature, the groaning creature, which we do too much rely upon: beſides what troubles? what wants? what feares? what doubts? what loſſes? what croſſes? is every day filled up withall? what malice, and envie, from the men of the world, for godlyneſs ſake, if but in appeareance?
Pſ. 35.19.What ſlanders? lyes, and miſchie­vous reports ſhall be vented, and ſent abroad to blur and cloud a gratious converſation. As David complaines of miſchiefe diviſed, and contrived againſt him (a poor innocent) with­out any cauſe on his part.
What unrighteouſneſſe? oppreſſi­ons? what ſelf-ſeekings? what vain-glory? confuſions diviſions? what rendings of Chriſts ſeameles coat? enough to make any good Simeons [Page] heart to ake, and his eyes like the pool of Heſhbon to ſtand full of tears of water, and under all theſe abomi­nations, (as branches of the curſe) together with the vanity all things are expoſed vnto; even the unreaſonable creatures do groan, yea,Rom. 8.22.23, the whole cre­ation groaneth together under its vani­ty: and the dear ſervants of God, cannot but be very ſenſible, and be willing to draw forth their deſires after that glorious liberty, and hap­pier condition laid up for them in the ſafe hands of Simeon's Lord. Nay, this good old man had learned under what vanity all things below Chriſt did groan; how far from home they were and under how perillous and ſojourning a condition.
How obvious they lay to the grudgings of the worlds Naballs, and how their ears are daily beaten with the barkings of balaamitiſh curs, who drive deſignes to ſet the world (their earthy god) above Je­ſus [Page] Chriſt, theſe things ran much in Simeons heart.
Beſides the perſonall evils, and ſuf­ferings of decrepit old age, of lan­guiſhing ſickneſs, under a world of bodily infirmities; the ſeizure of mortall diſeaſes, which do aſcertain death not to be farr of. And although we know that we muſt dye, yet wee know not how ſoon.
The pinching pains, and inceſſant dolours of a worn-out, decaied body, at the beſt but of a crazy conſtitution, ſupported (like an old houſe) with the propps, and buttreſſes of art, and nature, ready every moment to fall about our ears; making us wiſh in the morning, Deu. 28.67. would God it were even, and at even, would God it were morning. All which laid to heart, makes bleſſed Simeon deſire to dye, and live no lon­ger: but to dye in the arms of mercy, no matter how ſoon, to wiſh, to ſigh, to groan, and heartily to long for a principle of faith, and hope to depart in peace.
[Page]
Good old Simeons deſire is, the deſire of reſtleſneſs after that which is above all deſirable, even reſt, and ſalvation in Heaven with the people of God who reſt from their labours, Rev. 14.13 and their works follow them.
Ah ſoul! had'ſt thou but a ſweet taſte of this bleſſed rest remaining to the people of God! Heb. 4.9. Gal. 5.22. hadſt but the fruits of the Spirit in any gracious meaſure! thou wouldeſt bid all adieu, and coul­deſt willingly part with all on earth, ſuch as honour, pleaſures, profits, friends, neereſt, and deareſt relations; with all thy earthly intereſts, and contentments, yea with all thy lands, revenues, and life it ſelf; and would­eſt ſigh, and groan within thee (as old Simeon did) after the fuller enjoy­ment of thy Lord and deareſt Chriſt, waiting for the adoption (to wit) the redemption of thy body.
3. A deſire of Contentment.3. a deſire of contentment. Rev. 12.1.
Good old Simeon hath enough of [Page] life,Rev. 12.1. being clothed with the Sun, hee can now tread the moon under his feet. And (as Saint Paul) have a low eſteem of all things beneath Chriſt,Phil. 3.8. and can ſay,Pſa. 116.7 as David, Return to thy reſt, O my ſoul: for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. And hence doth gracious Simeon, deſire to acquieſce in his Lord, and to dye by his ſtatu­tum eſt, who is life it ſelf; to poſſeſſe him, poſſeſſing whom he is aſſured, to poſſeſſe all things; therefore ſaid well-contented Simeon, Lord let me be tranſlated hence in thy good time, to be inſeperably with thee to all eternity.

4. of Admi­ration. 4. A deſire of admiration.
Simeon might well admire the glo­ry, and excellency of that Salvation, on which his eye of faith was ſo fixed, and ſtand amazed,Malac. 4.2. at the raies of this Sun of righteouſneſs, which ſhines not into every ſoul, and ſaith. Oh! the pretiouſneſs of this ſalvation, [Page] which is ſo attractive as to draw out my ſoul out of my body; my ſoul, and body out of this preſent evill world: but for bleſſed ends, bleſſed be thou my Lord; that I may wor­ſhip thee in Heaven, as the four beaſts did, and the four and twenty elders, when they fell dow before the Lamb, And ſung a new ſon, ſaying, Revel. 3.9. thou art worthy to take the book and to open the ſeals thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.
Bleſſing, honour, glory, and power be unto him, and unto the Lamb for e­ver, and ever.
So much in anſwer to the two Queſtions.
	1. What this ſight is?
	2. What this deſire of Simeon is?

Reaſons why all Chriſt-ſeeing Si­meons may deſire to dye.
[Page]
Becauſe old Simeon found himſelf delivered from the curſe of the firſt Covenant,Gen. 2.14. which was eternall death; as it holds proportion with the bleſ­ſing in Paradiſe, eternall life: and he found himſelf delivered from the wrath to come, by him, who was to dye, and to deſtroy him that had the power of death. Heb. 2.14.
Job. 33.24.He found himſelf delivered from going down into the pit, death was in it ſelf the ſentence of the law, and the recompence of an offended God: but old Simeon found the jaws of death broken, and this beaſt of prey, now becomes unable to hold him, no more, then it was able to hold Je­ſus Chriſt: and therefore all Simeons may inſult in their death over death, and ſay,Hoſea 31.14. uſed by the Apoſtle. 1. Cor. 15.55. O death where is thy ſting? O grave where is thy victory? the ſting of death is ſin, the ſtrength of ſin is the law: but thanks be to God, which gi­veth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
[Page]
Death doth deliver us from, and periodize all wrongs, vices, infirmi­ties, bodily pains, and labours, all the piercing cares of this life, and all vain pleaſures.
As after Noah had been toſſed but one year upon the waters,Gen. 8.4.20. how glad was he to land on Mount Ararat! ſo, old Simeon after many years, weariſome days, and nights, fluctuating on the waters of worldly perturbations, O how glad was the good old man of a reſting place! where he could ſay hîc ero ſalvus, as the long ſick man did write upon his grave ſtone, hîc ero ſa­nus.
Reaſon 2 Becauſe all bleſſed Simeons do ſee their ſalvation future, as preſent, ſo doth faith prevent time, and is the evidence of things not ſeen, and the ſub­ſtance of things hoped for. Heb. 11.1. Luk. 19.9.
This day is ſalvation come to thy houſe (as when Chriſt called Zacheus from the tree) ſalvation is actually begun then in a believing ſoul, who [Page] is ſaid to have his converſation in hea­ven, Phil. 3.20. while he is below. Whence he look­ed for a Saviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
1 Cor. 15.18.And when death comes believers do not dye, but ſleep: nothing of them dyes, but their ſins, their im­perfections, and afflictions; yea the very being of ſin, is done away, as when the houſe is pulled into pieces, all the ivy roots in the wall are de­ſtroyed.
Reaſon 3 Death opens a door to believers to be received into Chriſts armes, into the boſome of glory. Our looſing from the body is, to be joyned to Chriſt,2 Cor. 5.8. and that is very ſweet: here is a myſticall union to Chriſt, but no glo­rious preſence, no, that's the crown­ing mercy, which is kept till after death. Now judge you, here you are a priſon, there enlarged: here you are abſent from your head, your huſband, your Lord, and King eternal; but by death the ſoul is put into the hands of the bleſſed Angells, and by them is preſen­ted [Page] to Jeſus Chriſt, to be for ever with the Lord in glory. This Simeon fore­ſaw, and therefore ſaid, Lord now let­teſt &c.
Which dvides itſelf into theſe Reaſon 4 three heads.
	1. The conflict between ſoul, and body in death.
	2. The neceſſity of death, in regard to ſoul and body.
	3. The bleſſed advantage which ſoul and body finde in death.

1. Great is the conflict oft times, the ſpirit may be willing, when the fleſh is unwilling: which two twins, do (a great while) ſtand at loath to depart: Jacob was not by,Ge. 45.26. and by willing to leave his Countrie, and the Land of Promiſe to goe to his Joſeph, Iſrael not by and by willing, to go out of Egypt, Exo. 5.21. though it were to termi­nate [Page] a long, and tedious captivity in Egypt, Exo. 12.40 Phil. 1.23. of 430 yeares.
Pauls Cupio diſſolvi did not by, and by break forth, till the weight of ſin, carnal conflicts, the buffettings of Sa­tan, and manifold perſecutions did load, and weary his pretious ſoul, together with a tedious mortality: but then this gratious ſervant of the Lord, became willing to put off his body of ſin, and death together, and with Simeon to ſay, Lord now letteſt &c The ſame hand which doth take down our earthly Tabernacle, doth build for us a ſurer and eternall habitation made without hands in the Heavens; at which change,2 Cor. 5.1.  [...] Eccl. 12.7. the ſoul is taken to God that gave it, till the laſt day; when ſoul and body ſhal be made capable of thoſe higher enjoyments, which Je­ſus Chriſt hath dearly purchaſed, and prepared for them; a taſt whereof our Lord was pleaſed to give unto Peter, Mat. 17.2. James, and John, in the tranſ­figuration; and unto St. Paul when [Page] he was raptured into the third heaven: 2 Cor. 12, 2, both which, ſome have thought to be more comprehenſive, then this viſion of old Simeon here; and yet all the dear Servants of God do (in ſome aſpect) ſee Chriſt, before they die; and a­midſt ſome fears, and miſgiving thoughts, do abundantly long to ſee him more.
2. the neceſſity of death in re­gard to ſoul, and body. No mortall wants any thing ſo much as immorta­lity; and wants do neceſſiate men to deſires, ſtormes drives many goodly ſhipps into harbours; war doth force the ſtouteſt men to holdes, and forts: ſo the ſoul and body of the Lord's gratious ones, much pinched with the ſence of their wants of glory to come, and of their beatificall fru­itions promiſed them, be neceſſitated (with bleſſed Simeon) to deſire to die, that they may paſſe over trouble­ſome Jordan, to enjoy the promiſed bleſſings, of celeſtiall Canaan, where [Page] ſoul, and body ſhall be refreſhed, en­riched,Pſ. 24. and eternally glorified, with Jeſus Chriſt, their everlaſting King of glory. which thing our Saviour doth ſweetly breath out by St. John, Joh. 17.24. in that prayer of his, Father, I will that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory. q. d. that they may behold my transforming glory.
1 Cor. 13.12Can the glory of grace that comes by Chriſt, repreſented to us as in a glaſſe, ſo transforme a ſoul, as Simeons in the text? hath the glory here by mediums ſuch a power? then, what will it be when we ſhall behold it without meanes.
Something Simeon did reach after in his holy wiſh, which he could not comprehend here below, though he had his Lord Chriſt in his armes; but he will rejoyce in God his faviour, he will believe,Job. 14.14. and hope well, he will expect, and wait with holy Job, till his change come: when he knew his joy ſhall tranſcend the joy of harveſt, or [Page] that of men dividing the ſpoile:1 Pet. 1.8. it being a joy ſo unſpeakable, and full of glory. See then, [...]. that death is neceſ­ſary to prepare the ſoul, and body for immortality; of which more in the third branch of this fourth reaſon, as followeth.
3. The bleſſed advantage which ſoul & body find in, death, after death,Phil. 1.12. preſently the ſoul begins to be in it's prime: for whileſt ſhe was in the corruptible body, ſhe was ruled by corrupt ſence and violently car­ried by looſe appetite; driven, and compelled (againſt it's own gratious deſires) to give way in ſome part to a body of ſin: for ſhe can hardly look out at the eys, but looks upon a baited hooke: nor hear by the eare, but there is the ſerpents voice, nor the tong taſte, but there is ſome gall in that honey: nor the hand touch, but there is a defilement: nor the foot tread, but there's a net: and every ſenſe a member of the body, ready to [Page] be a Judas to the ſoule, to betray her with a kiſs.
Now what wiſe Simeon will not be willing to depart, to exchange a dun­geon for a pallace; [...]. copper for gold; baſe beggery for high honour; a ſhort leaſe of baſe heath, of barren and craggy rocks,Gen. 3.23. 1 Pet. 1.4. for the garden of Eden, a paradice; nay for an inheritance inmortall,  [...]. and incorruptible. For (as one ſaid) to live here, is to be halfe dead at leaſt, death hath the all of a great part of our lives, and dead works (I think) have above the one halfe of the moſt ſanctified ones here, who yet do die dayly, 1 Cor. 15.31.  [...]. 1 Cor. 7.24.  [...]. that they may live the more to Jeſus Chriſt.
For the body, (the body of death, as Paul calls it) is but let fall into the earth to ſprout, and grow (like the corne in the ground,) to grow incor­ruptibly, ſpiritually, as the Apoſtle at large ſpeaking of the advantage, which the body hath by a bleſſed death; after when, (til the reſurrection) [Page] the glorified Soul ſhall not need to return back again into the body, both do ſweetly repoſe, in their preſent ſtate, till the ſecond appearance of our Lord, Phil. 3.21. who ſhall change our vile bodies, and make them like to his moſt glorious body,  [...] 1 Co. 15.42 43. according to his mighty working.
Thy body in death is made a great gainer in three particulars, for it is laid down in corruption, but it ſhall riſe in incorruption; it's ſowne in diſhonour, but it is raiſed in glorie; Yea with exact comelines of ſtature with beautifull proportion, where was deformity (either by the exceſs,1 Co. 13.10 or defect of any part,) there all defor­mity ſhall be don away.
Commonly a litttle before death the body looks pale, wan, earth-like, nay ſometimes one may ſmell earth­lineſſe, and there is a kind of loath­ſomnes, even to deareſt, and neareſt relations; immediatly upon the de­parture of the ſoule, the body begins [Page] to be unſavourie, as well as unlovely, and could the dead body ſpeak, it might ſay to the grave thou art my houſe; To the worm, thou art my Mo­ther, Job. 17.14.  [...] Ge. 23.4.6. and Siſter. And ſweet friends; as Jonathan, and David will look out a burying place, to burie their dead out of their ſight.
But yet in the day of their reſur­rection, the bodies of all bleſſed Si­meons ſhall riſe in great ſplendour, and glory;Mat. 6.28. like the lillie root, which lies in the winter in the ground: but in the ſummer riſeth a well clothed flower, very glorious: ſo ſhall the bodies of the Saints be glorified, like the very body of Chriſt,Iſa. 26.10. now at the right hand of God in heaven.
 [...] 1 Cor 15.43Conſider the then conſtitution of thy new fraile body; it was Sowne in weaknes but will be raiſed in power. All conſtitutions of bodyes be not a­like, but were thy body of Goliah's ſtrength,Goliahs'. yet one languiſhing ſicknes, will make thee non able to turne in [Page] thy bed, or put on clothes, or lift thy hand to thy head, or ſet one foot on the ground before another to go.
But the day is coming (bleſſed ſaint) when thou ſhalt be raiſed in a moſt healthful conſtitution; never more to need meat, drink, clothes, phy­ſick-art, or any helpe: no more wea­rineſs, ſickneſs, hunger, cold, or na­kednes;Mat. 22.30 but thou ſhalt be as the An­gels, and Saints in Heaven.
3. Conſider now that thou art a 3 naturall body: but thou ſhalt be raiſ­ed a ſpirituall body, called ſo, becauſe it ſhall no longer need any naturall meanes, or helps for the preſevation, nutrition, and conſervation: but ſhal be wholy delighted in God, and in an immediat communion with him, ſhall be filled with God.
Thou ſhalt (as it were) be ſpiritual­lized with the nimbleneſs of a Spirit,Aug. ſo as in a very ſhort time, thou maiſt move from place to place: So that (ſaith one) where every ſoul would be, by [Page] and by it ſhall be there, and you read that ſuddenly after the reſurrection,1 Theſ. 4.17.  [...]. our bodies ſhall be caught up to meet the Lord Chriſt in the aire, which is the beginning of this agility, and glory.
Thus much of the reaſons, which are; 
	1. From Simeon's deliverance.
	2. From Simeon's eye of Faith.
	3. From his imbraces with Chriſt.

The 4th conſiſts of theſe 3 heads.
	1. The conflict between ſoul and body.
	2. The neceſſity of death.
	3. The bleſſed advantage the ſoul and body find in death, in three particulars.

Application in four Corollaries.
[Page]1. The firſt contains matter of in­struction, with ſome neceſſary doubts, and objections anſwered.
2. Matter of terrour to wicked men.
3. Comfort to the Godly wiſe.
4th Ex­hortati­on, which runs in­to 4. bran­ches. 
	To be thankfull for this ſight of Simeon.
	To prepare timely and ſolidly for an happy death.
	To ſubmit gratiouſly to the Lord's diſpoſe of us, in life, or death.
	To be moderate in mourning at the loſſe of godly friends.

Whatſoever death may be to o­thers,Corollary yet to all good Simeons it's a deſirable and a ſingular bleſſing. Such (through death) do look upon glo­ry on the other ſide of death, who are not ſadded at the ſeparation of ſoul, and body: becauſe of their eternall conjunction of ſoul and body with [Page] Chriſt, Ignatius his grinding pains, were but the mill in which hee was ground to be the finer meal, for Chriſt Jeſus his own uſe.
Though Chriſt's ſoul, and body were parted, as far as heaven and the grave could be diſtant: yet neither of them (ſayes one) were parted from the deity, nor from the Father.
I confeſs, to naturall men death is terrible, and they think with Solomon that a living dog, is better then a dead Lyon, Eccl. 9.4. and that the baſeſt life is better then any death.
Indeed, they cannot but fear death, who fear not God, who believe not in Jeſus, whoſe wickedneſs doth cut off all hopes of happineſs after death: and no marvail, for their conſcience ſtings them at the remembrance of death, and death is like that murderer, 2 Kings 6.32. Which was ſent to take away Eliſhah's head.
It's the moſt unwelcom meſſinger that ever knockt at their door. Or as [Page] Belſhazzar's hand-writing,Dan. 5.5.  [...] Pro. 9. when 'twas interpreted, whith made him appale & tremble: for the conſcience tels them that no good can come to them by the hand, & ſtroak of death; nay ſuch do die whiles they be alive, by the checks and chidings, convictions, and con­demnations of their evill conſcience.
But what ever it be to wicked men, yet to bleſſed Simeons, death hath a­nother face, and preſence; to ſuch, it is but their truſty meſſenger to carry them to their Fathers houſe, to be poſſeſſed of their eternall inheritanc [...] or elſe, it's but as Joſephs ratling cha­riot wheels,Ge. 45.27. ready to carry Jacob unto his Joſeph, unto his Jeſus.
For ſuch be ſure to dye.
	1. Comfortably.
	2. Bleſſedly

Firſt comfortably, for out of this eat­er comes meat, and out of this ſtrong comes ſweetneſs, Jud. 14.14. as in Sampſons rid­dle. Though I walk through the vallie of the ſhadow of death (ſaith holy Da­niel) I will fear no evill, Pſ. 23. for thou art [Page]with me, thy rod, and thy ſtaffe do com­fort me. q. d. I am in the hand of my heavenly Father, where can bee no miſcarriage.
2 Secondly as they bee ſure to dye comfortably ſo alſo bleſſedly, as Saint John, Revel. 14.13. Luke 23.43. Bleſſed are the dead that dye in the Lord; for that very day their ſoul ſhall be with Chriſt in Paradice. And ſo life which keeps the ſoul from hea­ven, abſent from the Lord, is a loſſe to a Saint in a religious reſpect.
We may illuſtrate the point by theſe following conſiderations, only firſt obſerve that we are not delivered from the neceſſity of dying natural­ly; no,Heb. 9.27.  [...] that ſtatute muſt ſtand, that all muſt be ſubject to the neceſſity of dying, believers, and unbelievers, nor are any delivered from ſubjection to ſickneſs, and diſeaſes, nor ſcarce any from pains at the hour of death, nor from ſeperation of ſoul and body: but all Simeons deaths be comforta­ble in theſe reſpects.
1. The ſting of ſin is death, a poy­ſonfull [Page] ſting, but Jeſus Chriſt on his Croſs, did take away this ſting of death: he diſenabled death to hurt his redeemed ones; nay our Lord did inſult over death,Hoſea 13.14.  [...] (ſaying by his Pro­phet) I wil redeem them from death, O death, I will be thy plagues! O O grave, I will be thy deſtruction: and by his Apoſtle, O death where is thy ſting &c. inſomuch as, death is now made the Saints friend, [...]; who be­fore (through fear of death) were all their life ſubject unto bondage.
2. As our Lord hath delivered us from the ſting; and fear;Heb. 2.15.  [...]. ſo alſo from the curſe of death, by which our death had been a dreadfull inlet, and paſſage, to the ſecond death: nay he hath delivered us from the curſe of ſickneſs, pain, and mortality, &c.like that meal caſt into the pot of bitter pottage,2 King. 4.  [...] when the ſons of the Pro­phets cryed out, Death in the pot! Death in the pot!Rom. 8. ſo doth Jeſus Chriſt heal, and ſanctifie our very trouble, and afflictions; that they [Page] ſhall do us more good, and work to­gether for the beſt to us, viz. to bring down the tympany, & pricke the blad­der of pride; to crucifie, or quench our luſts, to cool our raſh anger, and raging paſſion; to unmaſk our hypo­criſie, and generally to beat down the body of our corruptions; and to help us, to put off the old man more, and more: which as the Apoſtle, and Saints, do more lay to heart: ſo they do more earneſtly groan to be cloa­thed upon, with our houſe which is from heaven.
2 Cor. 5.2.  [...].3. By death, the Saints be delive­red from the dominion of death, which was very high, and imperi­ous; and did extend to the ſouls, as well as the bodies of men. Now the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, which he made to divine juſtice, and the redundancy of his merits dayly preſented to his Father, have prevailed to cut deaths dominion ſhort, and to looſe the bands of death from off us, as eaſily [Page] as Sampſon did looſe the green cords, wherewith he had been bound.
But why then be the Saints of God puniſhed at all with a temporall death?Ob.
Death is not properly a puniſhment,An. nor inflicted by the Lord in wrath. Firſt, for that in the forgiveneſs of ſin, wrath is quite taken away, and God blots out their tranſgreſſions for his name ſake. Secondly death is turned into a bleſſing by the hand-worke of Jeſus Chriſt, opening a new and li­ving way unto that reſt which re­maineth to the people of God. Heb. 4.9. Pſ. 116.15.  [...] pretioſa  [...], quaſi bono habilis. Thirdly, pretious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of his Saints.
Death is compared to a common gate in a city, caſtle, or gariſon, at which the priſoner enters, as the way unto his dungeon: but the friends, & honour'd ones (albeit they come in at the ſame gate) do obteine princely, and noble entertainment: ſo death is common to all, godly, and ungodly: to the [Page] one it is a door of entrance into life, to the other a door of entrance into eternall death.
Q. Why do any truly godly ones fear deaths, ſince it is ſo friendly to them?
A.Becauſe ſome of God's pretious ones have (through abundance of naturall fear) many, and ſtrong miſ­givings of heart, yet do much ex­poſtulate with themſelves about it, ſaying, Why art thou caſt down, Oh, my ſoul? Pſa. 42.5.11.  [...] Why are thou ſo diſquieted with­in me? truſt ſtill in God, &c.
Some of Gods deareſt ſervants have very ſtrong apprehenſions of death, and the circumſtances there-about; and but low, and weak apprehenſions of Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo their eyes be too much fixed on their outward things, which they leave behind them, and two little on their Father into whoſe hands they ſhould com­mend themſelves, and all that they call theirs: and too little on Jeſus Chriſt, at the right hand of God for [Page] them: and laſtly, too little on thoſe maſions of glory, which the Lord Jeſus hath prepared for them: to each of whom, our Lord may ſay, as to Peter, why art thou fearfull,Mat. 14.31. O thou of little faith? Come, give me thy hand, come, rely depend, and believe more ſtrongly, and thou ſhalt not fear to tread on the ſinking waters of death.
Little faith breeds great feares.
May not a wicked man deſire to die? Q. 2
Yes, but not as a wicked man,A. but as a diſcontent: and ſo the godly, and wicked may both have deſires to die! For the godly Elias a gratious ſer­vant of God, ſick of great impatience, ſits him down under a juniper tree, 1 Kings 19.4. and ſaith, it's enough (Oh Lord) take away my life: for I am no better then my Fathers.
So good Jeremiah curſeth his birth­day,Jer. 20.14. and repents him that ever he li­ved, [Page] or had been preſerved to be then alive
2. A wicked man alſo, though not as ſuch anone, but in ſome deſperate con­dition, may be willing to die, as wick­ed Saul, 1. Sa. 31.4. aſhamed to live, and aſtoni­ſhed to think of his reproach, ſpake to one,2 Sa. 17.23. and another to kill him, So A­hitophell, wearie of his life, went home, ſet his houſe (not his ſoul) in order, Mat. 27.35 and hanged himſelf; So Judas his hor­rible guilt forced him out of his wick­ed life; So ſome notorious malefact­ours, have laid violent hands (in pri­ſons, and elſe where) on themſelves, rather then live longer, to be made examples, and monuments of pub­lique ſhame. But theſe wretches be acted much by Satan himſelf, or by his inſtruments, as when Job's wife com­es to her huſband with,Job. 2.  [...] Benedictio­nes Dia holi ſunt male­dictiones. curſe God and die.
What ever Job's wife was other­wiſe, I'le not inſiſt; but ſure I am, now ſhe was an inſtrument of Satan.
[Page]
Where by the way obſerve.
‘That Satan is reſtleſs to bring the deare Servants of God to think, and 1 ſpeak evill of him in their extremi­ties.’
‘Satan will perſwade us to eaſe our 2 ſelves, & mitigate our grievances by evill meanes; ſaying, ſin and die: curſe God and die.’
‘Obſerve he ſometimes ſuggeſts that it is not ſinful to ſeek, or wiſh 3 ones owne death.’
‘He would perſwade us, that death 4 is an end to ſuch of all their troubles, when as 'tis moſt certain, that death is the beginning of woes, and their entrance into eternall death.’
‘Obſerve that Satan would have 5 us dye, when we are moſt unfit to die.’
But (O diſtreſſed ſoul) know, that Gods method is repent; and die be­lieve and die; pray and die; be re­newed in thy heart and life and die; be ſure of thy Salvation, (as Simeon) [Page] and then be willing to die; get Chriſt into thy ſoul and then die;Job. 2.9. which a godly man would have con­troverted and not ſaid, curſe God and die; but  [...] bleſſe God and live. not curſe God, and die.
I conclude my anſwere, it's not law­full to wiſh for death abſolutely; but with an holy ſubmiſſion unto our Lord's will.
To wiſh for death, becauſe we are troubled, grieved, impriſoned, aflict­ed, is an ungodly wiſh for God hath much work for his Servants to do in their aflictions, as well as in their con­ſolations. We muſt glorifie God in our ſickneſs, in bonds, impriſonments perſecutions, and fiery trials; and this we muſt ſtrive to do, and not preſent­ly wiſh to die, and leave our worke: this made Simeon keep well to his conditions.
1 To die God's Servant.
2 To die in peace.
3 To die according to the Word: but upon other tearms, Simeon may not, Simeon did not, deſire to die.
[Page]
The ſecond Corallary.
Very terrible are the thoughts of death to wicked men, who (under ſuch as their apprehenſions are) cannot, be willing to dye: dreadfull are the com­memorations of their God-oppoſing, grace-diſpiſing, mercy-refuſing, ſpi­rit-quenching life; with a thouſand abominations charged on them, by their own conſciences. Oh! 1 Theſ. 5.19 these be daggers at ſuch a ones heart, begun even here to be gnawed upon,Eſa. 66.24. Mark. 9.44, 45, 46, 47, 48. Jude 15.1 The ſting of a ſin-a­wakened conſcience, will not let them be wil­ling to dye. by the worme that never dies.
Poor ſoul! how canſt thou deſire to die whom ſuch works do follow? Oh, the ſting of a ſin-awakened ſoul is inexorable! every word of the tongue is ready to ſound out dam­nation, damnation, and every colour (which the fancy preſents is ſable, e­ven as black as hell.2 The fear of an ap­proaching judgment; Heb. 9.27.
Wretched ſinner! how canſt thou deſire to die? who knowſt of an ap­proaching judgment after death, to [Page] be managed by that juſt, and power­full Judge, whoſe eyes are ten thou­ſand times brighter then the Sun,Rev. 1.14. Rev. 2.18. Rev. 19.12. to manifeſt before the world of men, and Angels, all thy ſinfull thoughts, idle and wicked words,an account for every talent. with all un­righteous actions, whenſoever, whereſoever, or howſoever commit­ted, againſt God, men, or thy ſelf.
Nor is this all, but this righteous Lord God muſt, and will have an exact account of Adam's tranſgreſſi­on;Coll. 3.10. & of the depravednes of thy dege­nerate nature, which was originally dignified with God's own Image; and moreover,Mat. 25.15. to 29. thou muſt be accountant for every talent in thoſe three great farmes; (viz) the farme of nature, the farme of the world, the farme of the Goſpell: how thou haſt received in theſe talents, how thou haſt laid them out,Luk. 16.2. and what good improvement thou haſt made to the glory of thy Lord. Oh! how wilt thou who haſt been ſo unprofitable a ſeruant, once [Page] dare to deſire death, in order unto their appearance, before the great God of heaven and earth?
If Pauls preaching of righteouſneſſe and judgment to come before Felix, did beget ſuch trembling, how is it poſſi­ble thou canſt deſire to die? eſpecial­ly, whiles thou art to come before ſo impartiall a Judge, who cannot,4. The thoughts of an im­partiall Judge. who will not be blinde, frighted, or corrup­ted, nor varie one ſilable from the ex­acteſt Juſtice, to retribute to every one according to that he hath done, 2 Cor 3.10. in the fleſh, whether it be good or evill.
Impenitent ſinner!Pſ. 1.5. this Judge hath ſaid the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the Judgment: ſince thou foreknoweſt thy miſcariages before that impar­tiall judge, it is not poſſible that thou canſt deſire to die.
The conſideration of being friend­les,5. The thoughts of being Chriſtleſs, and friend­les at that day. graceles, and Chriſtles at that great and notable day, and before the barr of that majeſtical tribunal; & without an advocate, when gvilty conſcience [Page] ſhall moſt hideouſly cry out, Juſt, Oh Lord, is all thy charge againſt me. Oh what will become of my poor ſoul! who turned the grace of God into laſci­viouſneſs, Jude 4. who deſpiſed Jeſus Chriſt coming to ſave me.
Mat. 22.3.9. Cant. 5.1. Oh what ſhal I now do? who was ſo ſweetly invited, to the feaſt of grace, to eat of thoſe delicates, which mercy would have ſet before me!Job. 8.13. Job. 6.19.20. Iſa. 6.5. How can I deſire to breath out mine anxious ſoul? when all my hopes ſhal periſh: nor know I what wil becom of her,Rev. 6.16.17. Wo is me! wo is me I am undon, for even he (the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) whom I have ſo provoked, is now my Judg inexorable. Mountaines fal on me, hils cover me, hide me from the angry preſence of ſuch a vengeance-taking Majeſty.
Yet mountains will not do it, nor can hils cover me, aſtoniſhed as I am, what ſhall I do? which way ſhall I look?Ma [...]. 15.22 then happily the ſoul may think to ſay Lord Jeſus thou Son of David have mercy on me; v. 23. Pro. 21.13. Phil. 2.7.8. but neither will that ſerve my turn, for he will ſay, who art thou that criest after me? ſin­ner, [Page] ſinner, 'tis now too late, time was,Zach. 7.13. Eſa. 58.1. Eſa. 65.12. Luke 19.41. I came to thee in my condeſcen­ding mercy: time was, I cryed unto thee lifting up my voice, like a trum­pet: time was, I wept over thee, be­moaning, and bewailing thy mi­ſery. I ſtood long at the door of thy heart and thine ears, ſaying, open, Cant. 5.2. Cant. 2.10. o­pen to me wretched ſinner! nay I cal­led thee, my love, my dove, my ſpouſe; Yea I ſtood knocking till my head was wet with the dew, and my locks with the dropping of the night: but as thou wouldſt none of me then,Mar. 7.23 Rev. 2.21. Mat. 8.12. Luk. 13.18. ſo neither may I know thee, depart from me: thou wouldſt not weep, nor mourn, nor repent in the time thereof, therefore now thy portion is weep­ing, howling, gnaſhing of the teeth.
Oh! this ſhall cut thee to the ve­ry heart, to ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob received into the Kingdome of God, and thy ſelf caſt out; to ſee thoſe whom thou curſedſt ſaved, and thoſe whom thou abhorredſt glorified.
Thou who waſt aſhamed of Chriſt,Mar. 8.38. [Page] and of his word, the ſon of man ſhall be alſo aſhamed of thee, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the ho­ly Angels.
The de­livery up of ſuch con­demned ones to Satan.Then alſo conſider the delivery up of ſuch condemned ones into the cruell hands of Satan, for immediatly-after judgment will ſucceed, an ever­laſting excluſion from God, from Chriſt,Mat. 25.41 46.  [...]. Deum non videre om­nia gehennae ſupplicia ſuperabit. Bern. Iſa. 30.33. from the heavenly Jeruſalem, and from eternall glory; together with a finall reſignation of them in­to the mercileſs hands of evill angels, to dragg them into that burning To­phet, which the breath of the Lord like a stream of brimſtone doth kindle.
3. Corollary.
This commends matter of great conſo­lation to all Chriſt-ſeeing Simeon's in ſundry perticulars, as followeth.
Death is a conquered foe, diſpoiled of his power,Hoſ. 13.14 1 Cor. 15.57. and weapons to hurt us. At the firſt ſight death looks upon us [Page] with a pale, and gaſtly face: but up­on more judicious thoughts, pale death hath no hurtfull weapon in his hand; therefore in death the godly wiſe doth (through Chriſt) inſult o­ver death, and ſay, O death I fear thee not: O welcom death, and long look­ed for, bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath made death ſo hurtles, or rather friendly to me: and now, farewell honours, riches, pleaſures, lands poſſeſſions, and inheritances; farewell huſband, wife, children, and all my relations below; farewel thou ruinous, and in­firme body of mine, in which (till bowell-compaſſions covered me all over with a mantle of richeſt grace) I walked among the dead in deſtroy­ing waies, after the courſe of the world, Mat. 8.22. Luk. 15.13 Prou. 6.18. Prou. 2.18. Eph. 2.2.3. and after the ſpirit that workes in the children of diſobedience: But now God hath look'd on me in a time of love, and ſaid unto me live, Eze. 16.6. Hoſ. 2.19.20. and eſpouſ­ed me to Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore I [Page] am glad of death, and that my body be diſſolved, til my ſoul and body ſhal meet, and never part again.
a branch.Death is comfortable, becauſe Chriſt is with us. David feared not the vallie of the ſhaddow of death; Pſ. 23.4. be­cauſe his God was with him. Hoſea 2.15 This vallie is like that of Achor to the peo­ple of God, which preceded their entry into the land of promiſe: where they taſted the firſt fruits of the land of Canaan: for death borders upon e­ternall life: at the end of this dark vallie is light, and glory: and thy God who owned, and guided thee thither, muſt bee unfaithfull if hee ſhould leave thee,Pſ. 71.18. when thou art old, or lieſt down in the grave.
Old Policarpe, he had better learn­ed Chriſt, for he had ſo oft tried him in other promiſes, that he now dares confide him in this.
This may further be illuſtrated by thy union to Chriſt, who is the Saviour of thy body; and by that compleatnes [Page] of Chriſt s myſticall body,Eph. 5.23.  [...] Joh. 17.24 which may not want one of his members, but every one of thoſe whom the Fa­ther hath given to him, muſt be with him, and behold his glory; which the Father had given him, as our Lord Chriſt prayes, John, 17.24.
Saint Paul would be diſſolved to be with Chriſt. Thus then, that Chriſt is with the ſaints in death, and for ever, here is matchles comfort.
This conſolation is conſiderable in the earneſt of his ſpirit,branch which God giveth to his Simeons, Gal. 5.22. as the firſt fruits of everlaſting glory. The ſaints of God do in their ſpiritual life much live upon the graces of the ſpirit, which are the earneſt penny of that which is behind in the covenant of grace.
Now what is the earneſt in compa­riſon of this full ſumme?Numb 13.24. what were the grapes, pomgranets, and figs which the ſpies brought, to the good­neſſe of the land of promiſe? no more is grace here, compared with that ex­ceeding,[Page]and eternall weight of glory.  [...]. 2. Cor. 5.5.  [...] ver. 6 Graines, and ſcruples carry no pro­portion with talents, this was the ground of the Apoſtles willingnes to die, he hath given us the earneſt of the ſpirit, therefore we are alwaies confi­dent, knowing that whiles we are at home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord.
We are confident I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from the body; and to be preſent with the Lord.
4 Branch.Glory, honour, immortality, and everlaſting pleaſures at God's right hand, are ſure to be conferred at the death of every bleſſed Simeon, accord­ing to the capacity of the ſeperated ſoul: all which ſaith Peter is prepared,1 Pet. 1.4.  [...]. 5. Branch. & re­ſerved for thee in heaven, as our Lord himſelfe doth alſo tell us by ſaint John, I go to prepare a place for you.
Let Pagans, & Infidels, thoſe that die out of Chriſt, fear death; but bleſ­ſed Simeons have a cornucopia of com­forts to feed upon: for (after the ma­ny [Page] ſtormes, tempeſts, and toſſings up and down,Act. 27.14. with the Euroclydon winds of this preſent world) death brings them into a ſafe port, and harbour, when they ſhall ſay each one to his ſoul, returne to thy reſt, O my ſoul? for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. And each one to his body,Pſ. 116.7. lie down, be content, ſweetly repoſe, and reſt from thy labours. But many will aſke, If a man die, ſhall he live again, Q. Job. 14.14.10. as Job? Man dieth, and waſteth away, and giveth up the ghoſt, and where is he?
Unto which queſtion holy Job himſelf makes the anſwer. Firſt,A. from a compariſon, a tree in the winter ſeeming dead in the ground,Job 1.4.8, yet through the ſent of water, it will bud, and bring forth boughs, like a plant.
Secondly, Job believeth that God doth hide his ſaints for a time in the 2 grave, to remember them,ver. 13. & to bring them forth in their ſet and appointed time.
[Page]
But thirdly, to make up the com­fort, God will moſt gratiouſly,v. 15. and mercifully change them (as I ſhall afterwards ſhew) he will call to his ſaints in the grave (diſſolved into thouſand atomes of duſt) they ſhall hear his trumpets, and Arke-Angels voice, and ſhall come forth to the reſur­rection of the juſt. And laſtly thy living again is a work of the Lord's own deſire as conducible to his own glory; the glory of his Son's kingdom, and the glory of the ſaints immortality, who died willingly, un­der ſo bleſſed a hope, Titus 2.13 of ſo happie a reſurrection: to all whom lying in the chambers of death, doth the Lord ſpeak by his Prophet, ſaying, (but ſomewhat allegorically) thy dead men, ſhall live together, Iſa. 26.19. with my dead body ſhall they ariſe, awake, and ſing ye that dwelt in duſt: For thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead.
Branch 6.All bleſſed Simeons muſt conſider, [Page] that their deferred happineſs comes ſure at laſt, like a full vintage: poſſib­ly thou maiſt waight, and look long for thy conſolation as Simeon did, ſigh, long for, weep, pray,Joh. 2.8. Mat. 5.12. Heb. 10.35. Heb. 11.36. Luk. 16.22 Joh. 14.2.3. Hab. 2.3. and ſit down in patience many weariſome dayes, nights, weekes, months, and yeares, before the great, and promiſed reward, before the boſome of Abraham, the manſion prepared, or the viſion of God comes; but at laſt, it comes and tarries not, then bear up (toſſed back) a while Chriſt is with thee in the ſhip,Mat. 8.26. and thou canſt not miſcarry: and in his appointed time, ſhall be thine e­everlaſting calme.
Go on then (bleſſed ſoul) in the ſtrength of the Lord, fear no death, but comfort thy heart with the things already apprehended, Phil. 3.13. and with infinite more behind, concerning which ob­ſerve the bleſſedneſs of ſuch as die in the Lord. Rev. 14.13.
1. The matter of this bleſſednes, God enjoyed.
[Page]2. The manner, the beholding Gods face.
The matter lies in the glorious ma­nifeſtation of God's majeſticall pre­ſence;Deu. 5 4. a little glimps whereof Iſraell had in the mount, Exod. 33. vlt. Iſa. 6.5. and Moſes when God put him into a clift of a rock, and ſhewed him his back parts, and the pro­phet Eſai when he cryed out, woe is me I am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips, &c. For mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of hoſtes: Theſe did not neither could ſee Gods face, and live, but ſome thing God ſhewed to their underſtandings, out of which they did conclude (as they were able) the greatneſſe, glory and majeſtie of God's preſence; but after death the bleſſed ſaints of God, ſhal ſee more of God (viz) face to face, and know as they are known, 1 Cor. 3.12. of which, more in the next.
2. The manner of a ſaints behold­ing God, is by an immediat, and an­gelicall knowledg of the eſſentiall [Page] glory of the Lord God almighty; and by a full enjoyment of the great Jeho­vahs beatificall preſence. Then ſhall we ſee the likeneſſe of God, or ſee him as he is, 1 Joh. 3.2. and then ſhall we know, and ſee him to, in an imme­diat union to, and communion with God.
this is that which the godly-wiſe have much ſtudied (viz) the matter, & manner of the ſaints happineſs after death, which I ſhall endevour to ſet out a little more.
1. And ſo it is called light, and life,Pſal. 36.9 Col. 1..12 as the Pſalmiſt, a fountain of life, in which we ſhall ſee light which is there oppoſed to the darkneſſe of con­demnation; not an amazing light, Acts. 9. as was Sauls at his converſion: but a re­joicing light, and a glorious light, inabling us to look with undazl­ing eyes, upon the ſun of righteouſ­neſſe in the face.
It is called a kingdom which cannot be ſhaken, Heb. 12.28 Luke. 22.29. whether we are admitted [Page] free deniſons under celeſtiall priviledges. A kingdom without ſtirrs, commotions, or the leaſt alterati­ons, not once needing councells, nor armes,Rev. 21.23 nor the light of the moon, nor the ſun, but the lamb ſhall be the light thereof.
3 It's called a crown, in a fuller ſence then any crown elſe: Kings their crownes may be of gold,Rev. 2.10. 1 Cor. 9.25.  [...]. 2 Tim. 4.8, but this a crown of life, a crown incorruptible, a crown of righteouſneſs, which ſhall never bee taken off the heads of the ſaints: but they ſhall reign crowned forever in their inheritance, of infinite extent,1 Pet. 1.5. and reſerved in heaven for them, as before.
2 Cor. 5.1.It's an eternall houſe, not ſubject to dilapidations, nor to be amended by reparations, nor additions, a houſe full of all proviſions,Luk. 22.30 even to ſatiety, and fulneſſe: full of joyful company, ſuch as the glorious Trinity, bleſſed ſaints and Angels; full of pleſant melo­dy, perfect harmony, and one conti­nued [Page] feaſt of glory,Pſal. 16. ult.  [...] at the very right hand of God. Sure I am, this will comfort all Simeons in their deſire to die.
And now to ſet out the manner a lit­tle more alſo, how this bleſſed viſi­on of God is communicated after death.
Godly, and learned divines have wont to gather it from the analogie of Scriptures.
It's a viſion of intelligence: wee 1 ſhall ſee him, ſaith the Scripture,John 3.2. that is we ſhall know him ſpiritually, and celeſtially, without the leaſt interpo­ſition of any cloud upon our under­ſtanding.
We ſhall know him, ſaith the Scrip­ture, 2 immediatly,1 Cor. 13.12.  [...] Cant. 2.9. and not through a glaſs, as below; where believers ſee him, who is inviſible, not through any latteſſe, but we ſhal be with him with­in the heavenly houſe of his glory, and be ful of God (as I may ſay) and full of Chriſt, and full of the Holy [Page] Ghoſt, and never ſee night, or dark­neſs more:Rev. 22.5. for God himſelf will bee all unto us, and we ſhall reign with Chriſt for ever. Soul! doth not this uſe of conſolation ſeat very high? and canſt chuſe, but with Simeon to deſire to dye,Pſal. 32.11 and to be glad in the Lord, and rejoyce evermore;
All that I will add ſhal be this bleſ­ſed ſoul! thy glory ſhall be ſatisfacto­ry, and filled up to the top, yea it ſhall mount above all thy deſires,
1 In thy everlaſting acquieſcence, and tranquility.
2 In thy eternall pleaſures, and con­ſolation.
Rev. 7.17.Firſt thy tranquility ſhal overflow, as a mighty river at thy beholding the face of God;Rev. 21.4. all enemies ſhall be de­ſtroyed,Heb. 4.9. & all perturbations ſhal final­ly ceaſe.Rev. 14.13 This is the reſt, and peace of all holy Simeons.
The ſecond is thy eternal pleaſure and ſweet conſolation, which alſo floweth from the bleſſed beholding of Gods face. Such ſhall be the Saints [Page] delight in God In thy preſence Lord, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, is fulneſſe of joy; not a mixed joy, as of the Church on earth, like the ſweet ſmell of the prickie roſe, which ſomtimes runs in­to the fleſh: but like the joy of the An­gels at the birth of Chriſt,Luk. 2.10.13.14. who ſang without interruption, ſaying glory to God on higheſt, on earth peace, good will towards men.
Pleaſure and joy in heaven be in­violable, no man can take it away, Joh. 16.22.  [...]. Rev. 19.1.3.6. Rev. 14.3 Exo. 15.1. Rev. 15.3. ever full of the ſweetneſs, and bleſſedneſs, which is in God himſelf; praiſing, and magnifiing God with everlaſting hallelujahs, and ſinging the ſong of Mo­ſes, and of the lamb, without ceaſing to all eternity.
Come pretious ſervant of God, is not thy hony-combe full yet? doth not this cup of conſolation overflow? Didſt ever think in the daies of thy vanity when thou waſt moved to look into thy wretched eſtate, and dam­nable condition? that thou mighteſt [Page] get out of that gall of bitterneſs, Acts 8.23.  [...]. and bond of iniquitie, and when moved with the matchles love of God, with the ſweetneſſe, and fulneſſe of God in Chriſt, laid up for thee ſo vile a wretch; I ſay didſt think it was halfe true, which was told thee of the deſirablenes, and excellency of Jeſus Chriſt to all believers, in, and after their bleſſed change?
Loe now, what ever diſcovery here hath been made, all the tongues of men and Angels, are not able to re­veile the hundredth part of thy bea­tificall fruition, in the boſome of glo­ry, who doſt depart this fraile life, in the true relation of a dear Servant of God, & who dyeſt in that bleſſed peace & according to the Word of God.
Thus much of this ſweet conſola­lation. Which divides it ſelf into ſix particulars.
1. That Death is ſpoiled of it's power to hurt us, and of a conquered foe is made a friend.
[Page]2. Saints cannot miſcarry in their 2 death; becauſe Chriſt is with them.
3. All the godly have the firſt 3 fruits of glory in hand.
4. The ſaints honour, glory, and 4 immortality, is already prepared, and reſerved for them in heaven.
5 Death is an haven after a ſtorm, a 5 reſt to all laborious ſaints, a ſure hi­ding place and ſanctuary to ſoul and body.
6. The ſaints promiſed, and hoped 6 for happineſs coms ſure at laſt. Which happineſs hath been amplified.
	1. In the matter, bleſſedneſs in God enjoyed.
	2. In the manner, the beholding of Gods face.

Next followeth the exhortation which is four-fold.
	1. To be thankfull for this ſight of Simeon.
	2. To prepare for an happy death. 	Solidly.
	& Timely.


	3. To ſubmit to God's diſpoſe in life, or death.
	4. Not to mourn overmuch for them that dye in the Lord.1 Exhorta­tion 

Let all gracious Simeons be truly thankful for their ſight of Chriſt with any glimpſe of true faith,Mal. 4.2. this is Ocu­lata fides or faith illightned with a beam of the Sun of righteouſneſſe hol­ding forth glorious things laid up in ſtore for the admirers of Jeſus Chriſt for all thoſe whom he hath drawn near unto himſelf with the ſweet honey-combs of his matchleſs love,Cant. 1.4. Cant. 4.10. and with the ſweet ſavour of his coſtly oyntments, and with that untold unvaluable mine of evangeli­call grace.
Look on (bleſſed Saint) fix thine eyes upon that Covenant-goodneſs into which thy poor ſoul is admitted and be thankfull: which Covenant was [Page] the birth and product of God the Fa­thers everlaſting love and mercy to all his ſeeing Simeons, Deut. 7.7. the Legacy of free grace of the Father, Son, and Ho­ly Ghoſt, richly enamelled, with roy­all priviledges and moſt gracious pro­miſes comprehending all thoſe jura regalia of the remiſſion of ſin,Rom. 9.4.5. of juſti­fication before God, of adoption and ſon-ſhip. And by the way obſerv, that Remiſſion of ſin, (which Chriſt did bleed out for thee, who ſcarce ever didſt bleed out a tear for him,) 'tis a choice mercy beſtowed on none,Rom. 11.23. but ſuch as are veſſels of mercy, viz. Gods pretious people, thoſe bleſſed ones whom God makes the objects of bleſſedneſs,Exo. 34.6.6.  [...] and proclaims himſelf in his glory as to Moſes the Lord the Lord God mercifull &c. and ſhall not ſuch be thankfull?
Believing Simeon, faith doth as it were antidate thy happineſs, and make things to come as if they were preſent; and (as one ſayes) ſubſtan­tiates [Page] things not yet ſeen and appro­piate them to thy ſelf,Pſ. 60.7. as, Gilead is mine, Manaſſeh is mine: Theſe pla­ces were not then conquered, but God had ſpoken in his holineſſe, and that was aſſured to Davids ſoul, hee had made a ſure Promiſe,Pſa.  [...]32.7. Iſai. 55.3. Acts 2.30. Cove­nant, and Oath to David, and ſo a believer may ſay, heaven is mine, heaven is mine, God and Chriſt, ever­laſting glory is mine.
Faith looks on the promiſe as ful­filled already and put into its hand, in the full aſſurance of it, and (after a ſort) into perfect enjoyment, as when the Spirit brought Ezekiel in the viſi­ons of God to Jeruſalem, Ezec. 1.1. his body was commorant; in Babilon's captivity, by the river Chebar; even then his ſpirit is ſaid to be in Jeruſalem, for his ſpirit did lift him up between heaven and earth,Ezec. 8.3. and brought him in thoſe viſions to Jeruſalem. The ſoul may be in ſweet communion with God in heaven, when the body may be in [Page] the earth. Every Simeon's ſoul is (in a ſenſe) in heaven already ſweetly ſo­laced in the beatificall Viſion,Mat. 5.8. Rev. 15.3. Rev. 2.17. Rev. 22.1.2.  [...] 1 Cor.  [...].9. and ſinging the ſong of Moſes, and the Lamb, taſting the heavenly Manna, and bathing her ſelf in thoſe rivers of pleaſure which the Lord hath put within Chriſt's purchaſe, and prepared for them that love him: to which our bleſſed Lord doth point, as a means of this enjoyment, Mat. 6.21. Lay up your treaſure in heaven, for where your treaſure is there will alſo your heart be.
A Simeon may be below,Col. 3.2. and yet his affections above, as Paul doth ex­hort, ſet your affections on things above and not on things beneath; ſo that a gracious ſoul is under a double conſi­deration, of earth and of heaven, whoſe mind is not ſaid to be where he is, but where he likes, and loves beſt: and therefore, have ſome of the Ancients wont to ſay, that (even here below) the ſoul fetcheth many a [Page] flight to heaven with thoſe dove-like wings of ſilver,Pſal. 68.13. and thoſe feathers of yellow gold in the Pſalm. 68.13. to ſee the God of Glory, to ſpeak with Jeſus Chriſt at Gods right hand, to preſent her petitions by her gracious Advocate and Mediatour at heavens Throne in expectation of a moſt gra­cious anſwer.
Again, the ſoul flies up to heaven to viſit thoſe innumerable Angels, and to contemplate the Patriarks and Prophets happineſs, to admire the A­poſtles honour, to congratulate all the Aſſemblies of the firſt born, and to ſalute the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect:Rev. 4.1. this Saint John ſaw, a door in heaven opened, and he heard a voyce, (as it were) of a trumpet talking with him, which ſaid come up hither, and immediatly he was in the Spirit, and behold a Throne was ſet in heaven, and one ſate on the Throne, whence the Prophet John (by a call from heaven) coms up, [Page] but how? not Corporally but Spiri­tually, then the Spirit lifted up the good man, in ſweet meditation and moſt holy affection, as Simeon here, whoſe gladded and thankfull heart, breathed out this Song in the text, Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant de­part, &c. Then O believer! put on thy white robes of holineſs,Rev. 7. [...].13.  [...]. its but a little while when (with Elijah) thou ſhalt aſcend joyfully, when thoſe earthly raggs ſhall fall off, and thy Chriſt ſhall cloath thee over with his bright garment of Glory: bear up then bleſſed Saint, rejoice and be thankful in hope of the glory of God; it's a duty becoming thee to be thankfull;Rom. 5.2. See what argument Chriſt uſeth to raiſe up the drooping hearts of his dejected Diſciples,Lu. 24.17. What man­ner of communications are theſe, while you walk, and are ſad? Joh. 17. What are you ſo ſad? are you not adviſed that I muſt depart and glorifie my Father? Joh. 14.3. and that when you go hence, I muſt and will [Page]prepare manſions of glory for you; do not you conſider, what I am to you? and what you are to me? whom I have ſo and ſo honoured already? and am in you the hope of glory Col. 1.27. and that you ſhall ſhortly in three days expect my Reſurre­ction from the dead, Mat. 16.21 1 Cor. 15.20. Joh. 14.1. an aſſured evidence of your Reſurrection? you my beloved Diſciples, be not troubled at my death and departure, Judg. 8.2. nor at your own, but praiſe and give thanks; for certainly the gleanings of the grapes of Ephraim (which you enjoy) are infinitely bet­ter then all the vintage of Abiezer, the earneſt and firſt fruits which even now you live ſpiritually upon,Eccle. 1.2. chap. 12.8. do ex­cell and tranſcend all the glory and vanity of things ſublunar or be­low.
1 Cor. 1.26, 27, 28. and before in Deut. 7.7.And indeed (my beloved Diſci­ples) conſider what moved me and my Father to own you rather then others, ſo undeſervedly, when wee paſſed by ſo many of the great men and nobles of the world; to make [Page] you veſſels of honour and to give you an inheritance incorruptible and un­defiled that fadeth not away reſerved in heaven for you.Rom. 9.21. 2 Tim. 2.21. 1 Pet. 1.4.
What am I (ſaid David) and my Fathers houſe that I ſhould be ſon in law to a King? 1 Sam. 18.18. whence was it that the mother of my Lord ſhould com unto me? Luk. 1.43. (ſayd Eliſabeth to the Virgin Mary.) Great was the joy in the hearts of the four lepers of the great and beſieged city of Samari [...], 2 Kings 7.3. to the 12. whom the Lord ſo wonderfully relieved and enlarged. Alas! all theſe were but as nut-ſhells and oyſter-ſhells compared with the mercies of bleſſed Simeon, whoſe mercies as they be reall celeſtial and laſting for ever; ſo they do call for reall and angelicall prayſes: Heavens candidates bee glad at deaths ap­proach; thou art next apparent to glo­ry, and indeed be thankful, for it may bee thou maiſt bee one of the next ſouls who may be gloriouſly uſhered in thither; nay (in a ſenſe) thou art [Page] in heaven already: thy faith is there, thy hope is there, thy converſation is there, while thy eye is fixed on thy Chriſt there, and thou art daily tranſ­lated from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord,Eph. 1.3. and all this is ſea­led to thee by the Spirit of promiſe, of which more fully afterwards; mean while do but open thy eyes and thou canſt not but be really thankfull, fidu­cially to ſee all the propheſies, and all the promiſes to thee accompliſhed, although thou ſee it but a far off.
And now that thou maiſt be thus thankful, let me be aſſiſtant to thee in four or five directions.
Direction Luk. 2, 14,  [...]1. Study thou (poor mortall) to praiſe and magnifie thy God, and thy Christ, in the, higheſt, as the Angells did at the nativity of Chriſt; high mercies do cal for high praiſes, thank­fulneſs may be in carnal earthly men for good turns done them, yea and gladneſs in the beaſt that receiveth fodder. But (O thou ſaved by the [Page] Lord) thou muſt act higher, even from a principle of Covenant-grace, reached out to a loſt and dead ſinner, by the hand of unconceivable mer­cy, procured by the Lord Jeſus ſaving thee ſo mightily and wonderfully, not out of the common ſtore-houſe of di­vine providence, but out of the Ark of the Covenant or boſom-love of thy Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Therefore (O bleſſed ſoul!) thy thankfulneſs muſt be ſuper-abounding, and thy whole ſoul be poured out in this du­ty, with holy vows and fixed reſolu­tions, as that ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, Pſal. 116. I will love thee, I will ſerve thee, Pſal. 116, I will offer to thee the ſacrifice of thanksgivings and I will pay my vows unto the Lord, now in the preſence of all his people, in the Courts of the Lords houſe, in the midſt of thee O Jeruſalem, praiſe ye the Lord: Lo what a pat­tern of high and reall thankfulneſs is here preſented unto gracious Sime­ons.
[Page]2. To be more real in our thankful­neſs for ſuch ſalvation-mercies as Si­meons here was, we muſt look farther then the ſuperficies and out-ſide of a mercy, for as God in his workings of good providence, hath a wheel with­in a wheel; ſo he hath oftimes, a mer­cy within a mercy; and when wee are called to ſuch a piece of thankful­neſs as is here required, wee muſt brighten the ſouls eye of faith, and by the proſpective of divine promiſes & covenant-goodneſs, we muſt dive deep and look far, to ſee (if it were poſſible) not onely the hand of mer­cy ſtretched forth to us, but the very heart of Gods mercy opened to us;Geneſis 6. compared with 1 Pet. 3.19. nay through that mercy, the ſoul muſt look on the Lord himſelf: for elſe, we do but ſee the Ark of preſervati­on, as the old world did; not the co­venant-goodneſs of God in that Ark, nor his Church in that Ark, nor his Chriſt there, nor all the ſaved of the Lord, even thy ſelf there, ſpiritually [Page] in the heart of God, and Jeſus Chriſt; you muſt look into the inſide of your mercies, elſe you will but ſee the buſh on fire and it preſerved, but not the good will of him that dwelt in the buſh; Exod. 3.2. Deut. 33.16. for one may obſerve the Lords faith­fulneſs, in keeping covenant and pro­miſe, and not look on Jeſus Chriſt the promoter of the covenant, by, and with whom the Lord made ſuch a covenant: therefore wee muſt throughly look as well on the in-ſide of the mercy; whence a mercy comes originally on Gods mind, aim, & end; as on the mercy it ſelf reached out to us: we muſt look on Gods mind to­wards us, in the mercy, how to walk & act before him in fom ſutableneſs & expectatiō to the mercy we do en­joy, to live more holily, to worſhip more devoutly, to act faith in Gods al-ſufficiency, to truſt in him more, to recumb & depend more, & to be the Lords more entirely thē ever before. For as in many mercies there is a good [Page] out-ſide but a better in-ſide; ſo in the carriages of the people of God, there is not only a more out-ſide-carriage before the Lord, but a more intern ſpiritual & cordial acting of a thankful ſoul, to ſerve the Lord more ſincere­ly, more abſolutely, more graciouſly, and more holily; as David not onely throughout the 116 Pſalm, but alſo Pſalm 42.5. after more experience of the Lord, and a farther inſpection in­to his gracious dealing with him, hee ſayes, O my ſoul truſt thou in God, for I ſhal yet give him thanks and praiſe him, for the help of his countenance: ſo verſ. 11 hope thou in God for I ſhall yet praiſe him who is the help of my countenance and my God.
direction3. To be very reall in our thanks, we muſt much revolve in our mindes and conſider our great unworthineſs, and that we are unfit for any mercy, as Jacob did, Gen. 32.10. I am not wor­thy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, & that we are then dead doggs, as Mephibo­ſheth [Page] humbly ſpoke to King David, 2 Sam. 9.8. we muſt call to mind the number, the kind, the nature, and the good of a mercy, the freeneſs, the fulneſs, and choiceneſs of it, and the ſuitableneſs of the loving kindneſs, and be thankfull to admiration, as David was often, and as Simeon was here for his viſion, which was ſo ad­equate to his ſoul and bodies wel­fare, here and hereafter, in life in death, and at the laſt judgment: this will make a ſoul ſing and ſay,Luk. 1.69.70. Bleſſed be the Lord God, who hath raiſed up ſuch Salvation for ſo miſerable a crea­ture as I was, and to ſay with holy David, Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, Pſ. 103.2. for­get not all his benefits! and the better to recollect theſe mercies, Chriſtians muſt bee carefull to keep records of ſingular mercies, of the year and day, the matter, the manner, the meaſure, the inſtruments, as David did moſt ſweetly, for that out of theſe records, ſhall be made up the ſong of Moſes, [Page] and the Lamb.2 Sam. 8.16. 2 Kgins 18.18. Joah the ſon of A­ſaph was Hezechiahs Recorder. Pſal. 105.6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Read the 105 Pſalm, it's wholly filled with rich enumera­tions of the Lord's wonderous works from Abraham to the time of the planting of the Lords people in Ca­naan, and they are bid to remember his marvellous works, and the judg­ments of his mouth, how he had remem­bred his Covenant for ever: the Word which he commanded to a thouſand ge­nerations, his Covenant with Abraham, his Oath with Iſaac and confirmed the ſame to Jacob for a law and to Iſrael for an everlasting Covenant &c. true thankfulneſſe as its long-lived, and written with infallible characters; ſo it takes care to eternize the praiſes of the Lord and ſayes as thankfull Job, Job. 19.23, 24. O that my words were printed in a book, that they were graven with an i­ron pen and lead, in the rock, for ever, have we done ſo? that not God loo­ſes his glory, and thy ſoul is too ſhort in thy reall thanks.
direct. 4.4. Real thanks muſt be all to God, [Page] ſelf is little regarded, ſo as Gods name and glory may be exalted; Many are ſomewhat thankful when ſelf is much concerned, and wil praiſe the Lord,Pſal. 68.4. when dangers be over,Pſal. 107. when enemies be defeated, cut off, and deſtroyed, when afflictions be over, and ſickneſs turned to health, that now they may enjoy again their honor, their eaſe, their pleaſure, their eſtates in the world, their corn, and wine, then they will give God thanks and bleſſe his name, Hab. 1.15. they rejoyce and are glad:  [...] but ſtill their thanks go no far­ther then ſelf is concerned, which the Prophet cals a ſacrificing to their own nets, and a burning of incenſe to their own dragg; but ſuch their thanks ſel­dom goes higher then themſelvs. But I muſt tell them, that thoſe thanks, which do begin and end in ſelf, bee not reall Chriſtian thanks; but true thanks do draw out the ſoul, to bleſs the Lord for Jeſus Chriſt, and the Goſpells, for the manifeſtations of [Page] his glory, power, wiſdome, truth, and all his goodneſs to his Church, and for the proſperity of Sion, when it goes well there; O then, thankfull ſouls will inſult for joy, and bee full of praiſes as the Iſraelites were at the bringing home of the Ark; And Da­vid danced before the Lord, 2 Sam. 6.12, 14, 15. 1 Kings 8. and was girded with a linnen Ephod. And Iſra­el brought up the Ark with ſhowting, and with the ſound of the trumpet, and at the dedication of the Tem­ple; as on the contrary, when it goes ill with the Church, and people of God, it goes alſo ill with gracious ſouls,1 Sam. 4.13, 14, 15, verſ. 19. as with Eli and Phineas wife (when the Ark was taken and when the glory was departed from Iſraell) who called her ſon Icabod. And thus ſo publike ſpirited was ſhe, that her life ſeemed to be bundled up in the well­fare of the people of God
direction 5True reall thankfulneſs does acqui­eſce in God, can repoſe in the Lord his alſufficiency & covenant goodneſs [Page] for ſuch a one doth ſee all the ene­mies of his ſalvation ever fall down before the Lord,1 Sam. 5.4 Joſh. 6. to the 20. Gen. 3.15. Rev. 6.2.  [...]. Pſal. 4. ult.  [...] as Dagon did before the Ark, irrecoverably & to be demo­liſhed, like the walls of Jericho; ſuch do ſee the ſeed of the woman break the ſerpents head, and Chriſt himſelf ri­ding conquering and to conquer, do ſee Kings bound in chains, and nobles with fetters of Iron; in this conſidera­tion, doth David lay himſelf down in peace, who as from time to time, his ſoul did recollect the Lords mani­fold great and glorious mercies con­ferred upon him; ſo he ſaid, I will truſt in him, and he ſhall be my God for ever; this he ſaid after a long enume­ration of Sea & land-mercies, he en­gageth himſelf in voluntary vows, to devote and conſecrate himſelf to the Lord, that ſhall be all his work for time to come, and he will wholly be the Lords, not his own, ſo had the Lord obliged his ſervant, that he is at a ſtand what returns of thankfulneſs [Page] to make, but at laſt concludes to offer thanks to pay his vows, and to be for ever realizing the praiſes of his ſoul, by declaring them and exemplifying them, and improving them untill they do empty themſelves into bea­tificall hallelujahs, and he himſelf do ſit down with Abraham Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven. Thus of real thankfullneſs: Which ſees fiducially into all the Lords covenant-goodneſs, & doth ſubſtantiate things not ſeen, & make things abſent as preſent. Thus wee have ſeen what bee true reall thanks, which wil be found (in ſome meaſure) in all thankfull Simeons.
1. There be very high praiſes of God and his Chriſt.
2. They look far, and ſearch deep in the heart and in-ſide of the mercy.
3. There's humble acknowledgments of ſelf-unworthineſs.
[Page]4. God hath the all, of true thank­fulneſs, as all came out from him; ſo it empties it ſelf into God again.
5. It acquieſces and repoſeth in the Lord.
All this did abundantly ſhine forth in godly men, and ſo they do in eve­ry truly thankfull ſoul. Thus of the firſt exhortation.
The ſecond exhortation is to prepare for an happy death, Solidly, and Timely Exhort. 2. [...] to prepare for an hap­py death. Pſal. 90.
Be we all exhorted to prepare for an happy death.
	1. Timely.
	2. Solidly.

1. Timely, thy days be numbred (ſinner) although thou know not the number, the time thats kept un­der Gods lock and key, hee hath [Page] pleaſed to let thee know the ſinful­neſs, the curſedneſs, the brevity, the vanity, and anxiety of thy life, under a thouſand dangers, and mala­dies: but not to know the compu­tation of thy life (except in the groſſe) that the days of a man are threeſcore and ten,  [...] and it may be fourſcore; al­beit not one of twenty attain to live ſo long,v. 10. and if ſo, yet then is their life but labour and ſorrow.
Queſt. But why (bleſſed Lord) may the eternall ſoul ſay, haſt thou concealed this from us?
Anſ. That wee ſhould every day wait the good pleaſure of our God, till our change come. Job. 14.14
Anſw 2. That wee ſhould eve­ry day, be willing to hearken to the counſel of our good Lord, to be pre­pared to die happily, that every pray­er we put up, that every ſermon wee hear, ſhould bee poured forth, and hearkned unto, as our laſt.
Anſ. 3. That every tender and op­portunity [Page] of mercy bee entertained by us as our laſt (as 'tis for ought we know)
Anſ. 4. That without the leaſt pro­craſtination we ſhould enter the nar­row gate, while 'tis opened unto us, and ſeek the Lord very humbly,Iſ. 55.6. Lu. 19.42. and cordially while he will be found of us, that wee ſhould know the things of our peace, in the day thereof.
Anſ. 5. That we ſhould in due ſea­ſon gratefully accept Jeſus Chriſt's ſweet love while he makes ſuch ravi­ſhing applications to us,Cant. 5.2. ſaying open to me my ſiſter, my love, my dove, mine un­defiled one, and come with me from Lebanon my Spouſe; come away (dear heart) from the dens of Lions, and from the mountains of Leopards; So that the Lord (by his abſconding, and darkning deaths time from our eyes) doth diſcipline a poor ſoul (as he did the wiſe Virgins) ſeaſonably to getoyl, and lamps, our veſſels full, and lamps burning, and to get our [Page]loins girt, Exod. 12. Mat. 25.13  [...]. Mark. 13.33.  [...] verſ. 36.  [...]. with our ſtaves in our hands, that wee ever ſhaking off all ruſty bedrid-ſecurity may bee ever upon our watch, being ſo much adviſed of death ſo near (for ought we know) which way ſoever we go, or whatſo­ever we are about.
2. Solidly, Now to the ſolid prepa­ration of which I am to ſpeak; before which I muſt needs promiſe a few things, to awaken wretched ſinners, fearfully beguiled, in ſo great a buſi­neſs, as is our ſolid preparation.
1. For it is lamentable to ſee how poor ſinners do ſin away preti­ous mercies, and implunge themſelvs into deaths gulf,Epheſ. 2.2. and into the jaws of hells deſtruction, living in ſinful luſts, being acted by a ſatanical ſpirit of diſ­obedience, until they be in the jaws of hungry death, who devoureth them as the old world, while they were eat­ing and drinking, rioting, drowning, and even damming themſelves, in the days of Noah: or as a deaf and mercileſs Serjeant ſeizing on a [Page] gallant, walking the ſtreets in the pride of his heart, but ſuddainly arre­ſted and dragged violently to the Counter, or ſome naſty priſon;Luk. 12.20.  [...]. even ſo do great multitudes befool themſelvs into deaths Counter, never to be deli­vered till they have payd the utmoſt far­thing, wch cā never be, while they pro­miſe to themſelvs (through vain con­fidence) long life, and happy days, and that all ſhall be well with them at the laſt, though one foot is in the grave, and they be ready to drop down as they go (poor creatures) who boaſt their faith ſo ſtrong, and their hope ſo well anchored,Lu. 18.11.12. becauſe ſomtimes they cry God mercy, do confide in the formality of ſome duties, and an empty profeſſion of Religion, void of the life of faith, and of the power of godlineſs; whom a deceived heart hath ſo long fed with aſhes, Iſa. 44.20. and their deluded ſouls with a lye in their right hand: unto all whom I muſt ſay in the words of the Prophet, O ſelf-deceiver! O ſelf-deſtroyer! the [Page]Lord hath rejected thy confidence, Jer. 2.37. Mat. 7.23. nor ſhalt thou proſper in them: for the Lord Chriſt will never own thee, but will profeſs he never knew thee, and ſay depart from me, ye workers of ini­quity.
2. Others live to their dying hour, in a ſtate of unregeneracy, unbelief, hardneſs of heart,Mat. 23.27 Ezek. 8.3.14.16. after the courſe of the world, and keep an in-ſide as cor­rupt as the ſepulchers of rottenneſs, of wch our Saviour ſpake, as vile as that Image of jealouſy, or that idol Tammuz, (ſaid to be that idol which their women did yearly lament, with unſeemly ce­remonies, not to be named) or as thoſe who worſhipped the Sun, Job. 31.26, 27, 28. and had renounced God and his worſhip.
But (O beguiled ſoul) who hath ſo bewitched thee? that thou doſt dream that thou maiſt live a ſlave, a vaſſall to baſe luſts within, and to un­godlineſs without, and that all thy days, and be ſaved at laſt; that thou maiſt live the life of the wicked,Numb. 13.10. [Page] yet dye the death of the righteous, cer­tainly theſe be men and women of no understanding, he that made them will have no mercy on them, Iſa. 27, 11. and he that formed them, will ſhew them no fa­vour.
Did not the Miniſters of Chriſt or­dinarily tell thee, what a ſelf-deceiver thy heart was? and what a deceiver ſin was? worſe then the harlot, and that the way of ſinners,Prov. 7. Deut. 29.19. would bee bitterneſs in the end, and how unſafe nay how deſperate it would be, when a ſinner dayly hearing theſe things, bleſſe himſelf, ſaying I ſhall have peace though I walk after the imaginations of mine own heart.
God ſayes,Iſa. 48.22. there's no peace to the unregenerate ſoul, no peace to the un­beliver, to the ſtone-hearted ſinner, neither here nor hereafter. But thou ſayeſt I ſhall have peace.
Queſt How ſhall this be tried.
I Anſw. When death comes the horrour, trembling and aſtoniſh­ment [Page] of ſpirit, which will more or leſſe ſeize upon them, ſhall paſs the umpire, but a ſad one and that which is the beginning of endleſs and ever­laſting woes.
(O reader) be moved, as I pro­feſſe my ſelf oft troubled within me, to hear men and women boaſt (like a Phariſie,) their faith, hope, and great expectation, ſaying they ſhall dye in the arms of mercy, becauſe God made them, and they have lived un­der, and profeſſed the Goſpell, have been taken and reputed good chriſti­ans among men: by theſe and other meerly externall works and inſuffici­ent grounds do they too too ſhallow­ly conclude, that it muſt needs go wel with them at the laſt.
Joh. 3.3.5. 2 Cor. 5.17. Heb. 12.14O let ſuch lay to heart the word of him which ſhall ſtand. Except a man be born again he cannot enter into the Kingdom of heaven. If any man bee in Chriſt he muſt be a new creature. With­out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; [Page] who is not ingrafted into Chriſt the true vine, ſhall be caſ out;Joh. 15.4.5. Rom: 8.17: Gal. 6.7. 1 Cor. 6.9. none but adopted ſons can inherit, whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. Know you not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God; be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor effeminate, nor thievs, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor­tioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.
But all ſuch as have not made their peace with God timely, and really, let them be aſcerteined that mercileſs and impartial death ſhall ſnatch them away from their dwellings, and rela­tions,Mar. 9.44.46, 48. into the blackneſs of darkneſſe for ever, where the worm dieth not, thrice repeated.
Then let none dare protract time, and think to be prepared in a mo­ment, in the time of ſickneſſe, and the hour of death: indeed God may then ſhew mercy, I had almoſt ſaid a miracle (as on the thief,Luk. 23.43.) but ſuch [Page] miracles are very rare in Scripture, for strait is the gate, Mat. 7.13.14. and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and few they be that find it.
Some are ſo combred with the world, that they never will bee at leiſure to prepare to die; do think, and ſpeak of it, but never do it; like the banquerout who ſays he will pay all his debts, but takes no more care of it, then of his ending day.
Pro. 9.17.Some are tickled with ſins, stolen waters of pleaſures, and profits, till wounded and ſlain,Prov. 7.23. as the young man going after his harlot, like an Ox to the ſlaughter, or a fool to the ſtocks, Till a dart ſtrike through his liver, for her houſe is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.
CPoor ſinfull man) death is com­ing on the wing every day nearer and nearer, and thou art inſenſible of its certain approach;Eccleſ. 12. nay, death's harbingers are with thee already, [Page] who do weaken thy ſilver cord, and ſpend the marrow of thy frail life, who do dimme thine eyes, deaf thine ears, whiten thine hairs, and thou (incogitant) perceiveſt it not; and theſe meſſengers of death will ere long be, break the golden bowl, from which all parts enjoy their vitall ſpirits.
And (ſinfull man) ſuppoſe thou be young and luſty, flouriſhing (like David's Bay tree,) thou art no more ſure to live a day longer, then he of an hundred years old, who creeps on all four, as we ſay; for ſo ſoon as the hopefulleſt man begins to live, in that very inſtant he begins to die; death gnaweth on every man's root of life, till (ſooer or later) ſhe lays us all in the duſt. The beſotting folly, and uncorrigible madneſs of ſinfull men, (living as if they were in covenant with death and hell) making lies their refuge,Iſa. 28.15. and hiding themſelves under falſhood) have made me too long in [Page] this preparatory to this ſecond ex­hortation, whom the Lord notably anſwereth (as if viva voce) your Co­venant with death ſhall be diſanull'd,Iſa. 28.18. your agreement with hell, ſhall not ſtand. And thus I come to the exhor­tation it ſelf Solidly and Timely, to fall upon the work of preparation, which conſiſts of theſe four heads.
	1. An holy deſire to live well.
	2. To be well principled in matters of Religion.
	3. To bee much in conference with death.
	4. To ſet all things in order for death.

The firſt head.Many do like heaven well, but not the way thither; many deſire glory to come, when they can enjoy earth­ly glory no longer: whereas a right holy deſire (as Simeons was) will [Page] take all due care to get into, and to keep heavens milky way, not to accu­mulate that high degree per ſaltum, but be glad to go Chriſt's way, ſaying Father I have glorified thee on earth, Joh. 17.4, 5. and now glorifie thou me in heaven.
A preſumer, or intruder would live in ſin, till his dying day, and then be forgiven, and taken into Abra­ham's boſom; but the true deſirer is glad (as Saint Paul, Act. 20.21.) to go God's way of repentance, of amendment, and of believing unto ſalvation, as low Zacheus did, when he welcomed Chriſt into his houſe and heart.
The preſumer deſires faintly to dye, but 'tis when he cannot live, nor ſin any more; but the well prepared ſoul after days and years of much ſerving God, after much ſore travell, through hot afflictions, ſtrong temp­tations, and many fiery trialls,Pſal. 42.1. Gen. 32.26, 28. 1 Sam. 1.13. is fer­vent in deſiring death, and reſtleſs as the Hart after the water brooks; like Jacob, who will not leave wreſtling till he prevail, nor Hannah ceaſe praying [Page]till the Lord had granted her the deſire of her ſoul. 1 Sam. 1.13.
Gal. 4.19. Piè vixit, ergo libēter vult mori. Pſa. 90.12.The ſoul was reſtleſs, till whole Chriſt was formed in her, and now ſhe deſires to die, with groaning deſires ſhe had lived well, and therefore ſhe would dye: ſuch be ever numbring their days and ſo do apply their hearts to wiſdome; to which end,
1. Thou muſt accept the time of thy repentance laid out for thee by the Lords own hand;Rev. 2.21. Jezebell had her time, ſo had the old world, Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Jewes, ſo had Corazin; ank Bethſaida; but they ac­cepted not that time.
In our repentance their muſt bee Godly ſorrow for ſin, for all the ſins of our natures,2 Cor. 7. of our hearts, and lives, aggravated by many ſad circumſtances of the matter, the manner, meaſure, time when, how oft lived in, againſt means,Lament through­out to have avoided ſuch ſins a­gainſt light, and counſell to the con­trary, yea and (it may be) againſt [Page] our vows never to do ſo or ſo, with very great & large deſires of pardon and reconciliation to God, in and through Jeſus Chriſt, and a reſtleſneſs upon thy ſpirit, till thy ſoul be ſatiſ­fied, that thou art pardoned and ac­cepted, and thy evidence for heaven ſealed with the blood of Chriſt, toge­ther with ſtrong engagements upon thy whole man, never to return a­gain to folly; but to keep an holy vi­gilancy ever upon thy ſoul, with ſo­lemn covenanting thy ſelf to be the Lords, and not thine own any more, as thou waſt in the day of thine im­penitency.
2. And whereas in many things we ſin all, even the moſt righteous ſins oft every day, we muſt renew our repentance often as David did, Hezekiah, Peter, & other [...], yea ſo oft that we may be ſaid to walk humbly before the Lord, in an humble & holy converſation, labouring never more to be deceived by the preſumption, [Page] pride, and daring boldneſſe of our unregenerate part, and ſo the longer thou thus walk'ſt humbly and peni­tently before the Lord, the better ſtil, is thy preparation; which made one to ſay well, that good men are beſt at laſt, even when they are dying, ſo great a dependance hath a gracious death upon an humble and holy life.John 9.4.
Prov 27.1.  [...] Heb 4.7.  [...], according to ſom c [...]i­tricks and that very judiciouſly, is Etymo­logized  [...] thy day. Lev. 19.6, 7.As repentance muſt be ſolid, ſo it muſt be ſeaſonable; for night will elſe come, upon thee, and therefore ſaith Chriſt, I muſt work, whiles it is called to day; Cras Cras is the voyce of a crow, and not of a Chriſtian; looſe not this day, talk not of to morrow to repent in; for Solomon wil tell thee, thou knowſt not what to morrows womb may bring forth. To day then while it is called to day, hear Chriſts voyc beſpeak­ing preſentaneous repentance: Man­na muſt be gathered in the morning, the peace of offering be offered on the firſt▪ & ſecond day, not the third. There [Page] be four ages of life, childhood, youth, middle, old age; the firſt and laſt are more incapable, but the other two, are beſt to repent in; truſt not long life, nor late repentance, leaſt thou be like unto ſome courtiers who uſu­ally do all too late, riſe too late, dreſs too late, dine too late, ſup too late, and I fear (commonly) repent too late, and dye,Job. 20.11 Gen. 4 [...].9.  [...] when (as Job ſpeaks) their bones are full of the ſin of their youth, and they muſt be neceſſitated to ſay few and evill have been the days of my life.
Many flatter themſelvs and deceive others with perwigs,Not much different from that of the Poet — Scit te P [...]oſerpina calvum, perſonam capiti de­trahet illa ſuo. Prov. 9.3. Pro. 1.28. and ſo ſeem ma­ny years younger then they be; but neither will God bee deceived, nor decaying nature deceived, no more then the Devill was by him that had coloured his hair, when he ſaid I know thee well enough for all thy locks; Oh ſinner it is preſent repen­tance God looks for; long hath hee knocked, cryed, and call'd, but thou [Page] would'ſt not hear, thou ſhalt there­fore cry, and call, and God will not hear, as in that of Matthew, How oft would I have gathered you, Mat. 23. 37. as the hen doth her chickens, and yee would not; now (it may be) you would, but I will not, I would have purged thee (ſaith God) but thou waſt not pur­ged, thou ſhalt never be purged any more till I have cauſed my wrath to light upon thee,Ezech. 24.13, 14. I the Lord have ſpo­ken it, and it ſhall come to paſs, and I will do it.
(Sinner) it's a dreadful thing to go unſeaſonably upon the work of repen­tance, (miſerable creature) being about to dye, What wilt do? when God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit, be a­gainſt thee? when all mercies ſhall be thine enemies, who ſhall bee thy friends? and when they ſhall conclude thy finall miſerie, who ſhall pity thee? when they ſhall laugh at thy ſelf-deſtruction, and mock when thy fear cometh? Prov. 1.26. therefore what thou doeſt, [Page] do quickly in thy repenting, and thy renewing acts of repentance: for (for ought thou knoweſt) death may come this very night, and by the Lords takers, may take away thy ſoul; Luke 12. albeit thou haſt prepared many things for thy ſelf, thy wife, thy children, and poſterity; yet none ſhall do thee good, that art unprepared of that, which ſhould do thee good indeed: whatever then thou delay, let it not be ſolid and timely repentance, hold not thy hand in thy boſom, ſaying,Pro. 6.10 veſe 11.  [...] as a man of a child. as the ſluggard, yet a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, till death come upon thee, as an armed man, that is irreſiſtably, and inexorably, and cannot be avoided,Pro. 6.6. whom therefore God ſends to the Ant, and Piſmire to learn wiſdom of that provident, but irrational crea­ture
To be prepared ſolidly and time­ly for death,head 2 we muſt be well princi­pled in the fundamentalls of true re­ligion, and well grounded in the do­ctrinals [Page] not only of repentance towards God, Acts 20.21 but alſo of faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We muſt be rooted and built in Chriſt,Col. 2.7. and eſtabliſhed in the faith, in that faith which was once gi­ven to thē Saints, Jude 3. and hath been recei­ved, believed, and maintained by all the Lords worthies ſince the primi­tive times,Heb. 11. Heb. 12. according to the Scrip­tures; in which we haue God him­ſelf revealed, concerning whom wee muſt know out of thoſe Scriptures the doctrine of 
	1. His nature.
	2. His works. In his works we muſt know his works, 	1. Of Creation.
	2. Of Providence. In his Providence, conſider 	1. His Generall.
	2. His ſpeciall Providence. In his eſ­pecial providence, as it concerns man, ſo look on him, in his four-fold eſtate, 	1. Of Innocency.
	2. Of Corruption.
	3. Of Grace.
	4. Of Glory.







Again conſider man his eſtate of grace. And here behold him 1. un­der the means of grace, 
	1. Election in God.
	2. Redemption in Chriſt.

2. Under the ſubject of Grace, The Church of God univerſall.
3. Under the de­grees of Grace, 
	1. Juſtification.
	2. Sanctifiation.

4. In the ſtate of Glory, viz. 
	1. His reſurrection.
	2. His laſt judgment.
	3. Eternall life.

And more eſpecially bee wee ex­horted.
1. To be ſure we get a ſolid and [Page] diſtinct underſtanding of theſe funda­mentalls by heart.1 Cor. 1.3.10, 11. Epheſ. 2.20, 21.22. Mat. 4 4.  [...] v. 7.  [...], 1 Theſ. 5.21.  [...]. Jam. 1.3.12. John 13.17. Rom. 15.4. 2 Tim. 3.17. 2 Pet. 3.17. Rev. 2.13. Gal. 3.1. Eph 4.14  [...].
2. Be we well able to prove them every one by diverſe plain and unde­niable texts of holy Scripture.
3. Be very careful to be a gracious practitioner, by living upon, and walking up to, all thoſe infallible and precious truths, which you have known to be the reavealed will, and mind of God, all which are writ­ten for your learning, that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed to every good work: and pray daily, that God wil give you his holy Spirit, to live and dye in the faith of our Lord, and never to be lead away with the error of the wicked, nor to fall from your stedfaſtneſs; but to abide immovable upon the rock, even in violent ſtorms, and perſecutions, when ſeducers, blaſphemers, and hereticks are abroad, and very ſolli­citous, to gain Diſciples, to turn us off the foundation, and to carry us away [Page] with lies, and with every wind of Do­ctrine. (Dear hearts) we had never more need (now the beaſt, the dra­gon,Jud. 12. Rev. 16.31, 14. and the falſe prophets, are ſo buſie) to bee adviſed, to bee well grounded, now when ſo many of Antichriſts emiſſaries be every where croaking like frogs, [...]. in our very Congregations, to pervert ſouls, and to gainſay the precious truths of Chriſt, plainly and powerfully preached and maintained, by his faithfull Miniſters; they come (I ſay) with foul mouthes, with railing, and reviling language, bearding the Miniſters, and ſaying, thou lyeſt, thou limb of Antichriſt, thou ſon of the whore of Babylon, thou deceiver of the people, and thou perſecutor of us; thou ſayeſt the Scriptures be the Word of God, which we deny; thou ſayeſt men have originall corruption after grace, which wee deny; thou ſaiſt we are not perfect, but we are; thou ſaiſt our ſpirit is not infallible [Page] from the light within us; but that in­falliability we do and ſhall ſtill main­tain.
Now (my beloved Reader) farr be it from any well principled ſoul, to bee moved, or ſhaken with any ſuch impoſters,1 Tim. 6.10. 1 Tim. 1.19. to err from the faith, or to hearken to ſuch Apoſtates, who are reprobate concerning the faith. Oh let none be bewitched with ſuch a generation of men, ſo diabollically enchaunted; but let's from time to time have recourſe unto our ground­work, laid out before us in the Word; and let's call to mind, what was our judgment before theſe errors and blaſphemies did ſo daringly ſtare us in the face; again, let us well conſi­der, what was the judgment of the ancients, (viz.) of ſolid ſincere Chri­ſtians, and orthodox Martyrs who dyed in, and for the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the exhor­tation of the bleſſed Apoſtle,2. Tim. 1.13. holding faſt the form of ſound words, in faith [Page]and love. Where the Apoſtle would have theſe two things,
1. That our judgments and un­derſtandings be clear and evidentiall, giving faith and credit, unto the di­vine authority of thoſe grounds of truth, which are founded upon the holy Scriptures bearing witneſs to them.
2. That our love unto the truth of Chriſt be entire, for thoſe who are not thus ſoundly grounded in their underſtandings and judgments, do lye open to Jeſuitick frauds, and may be eaſily deceived, by them who lye in wait to that purpoſe; Eph. 4 14. Act. 20.30 of whom we have ſome ſprung up among our ſelvs, and thoſe likewiſe who receive not the truth in the love of it, 2 Theſ. 2.10. nor in love to Chriſt, as the holy, and pure, the powerfull,Rom▪ 1.16. and wonder-working Word of God to ſave ſouls; ſuch (I ſay) may eaſily fall away, albeit they may be full of other learning, and have attained excellent parts, for [Page] ſuch have been highly eſteemed, much praiſed of men, and much uſed in the Church of God. Thus much of the ſecond branch (viz.) to be well principled in matters of religion.
3. An holy and ſolemn meditati­on of, and conference with death, in in every Simeon.
Queſt. Conſider what death is to ſuch?
Anſw. It is a degree of happineſs, yea an inlet to full happineſs, before when, none could be ſaid to bee hap­py; but when a Chriſtian ſhall me­ditate, that death is an haven after much fowl weather;Acts 2.26. Pſal. 16. Rev. 14.13. Mat. 25.34. 1 Pet. 5.4. Rev. 2.10. Rev. 21.4. a bed of reſt after ſore labour; a taking poſſeſſion of our glorious inheritance; nay of inthroning with a Crown of Glory, and the putting an end to all groans, com­plaints, and ſins; the diſmiſſing of a bleſſed ſoul, out of a loathſome pri­ſon; and when he ſhall meditate that death is but the putting off of old rotten ragged cloaths, our day of Ju­bilee, [Page] with many more heads of ſweet meditation; how will he (who would prepare to dye wel,) be fitting himſelf, with deepeſt conſiderations, what courſe hee muſt take to dye happily? Theſe meditations carry gold in their wings, and are ſtrong Rhetoricians to perſwade a poor dy­ing creature,Act. 8.37. Rom. 10.10. Gal. 2.20. o believe in the Lord Je­ſus with all his heart, to live in the faith, and to live by the faith of the Lord Jeſus who hath loved him, and gi­ven himſelf for him; 2 Tim. 4.7. 1 Tim. 1.19. Iſa. 38.3. to keep faith and a good conſcience towards God and men, and to walk before God in truth (as Hezekiah did) with a perfect heart: theſe divine meditations bee of excellent uſe, to open and ſet be­fore u [...], all the ſweet covenant-mer­cies, aſſured to the godly in death; to unclaſpe the book of all the conſola­tions, and divine promiſes; and to fill the ſoul, with a wonderfull long­ing, and deſire upon deſire, after thoſe ſweet enjoyments,2 Tim. 4.8. which be laid up [Page] for the Saints, at the happy diſſoluti­on of ſoul and body.
Come on then (immortall ſoul) and by holy meditation now and then walk with death half an hour, and ſay, Oh death I muſt come into thy quarters and territories ſhortly. But Oh the atheiſme, the pride of heart, and infidelity, which like a dung-heap, wreaks up abominable ſtink, at the perceiving of which my heart doth tremble, and I am horrib­ly afraid; Oh that I could ſpend the remainder of my days in weeping, and ringing of my hands, and in tearing off the hair of my head, but yet what will that avail mee: but (Oh death) mind me rather, yea O Father of mercies poſſeſs, my ſoul of true repentance, and with an humble proſtration of my ſelf at the foot-ſtool of thy mercy-ſeat, reſtleſs­ly crying mercy, mercy; Oh death minde mee! how inexorable thou art, and that I may bee truly [Page] humbled, and that the great God of heaven, will not be dallied withall,Gal. 6.7. at the hour of death; Oh death! what is the matter? that thou art ſo terrible? No may death ſay, I am terri­ble only unto hypocrites, and unbe­lievers,Rom. 6.23. Lu 12.46. Rev. 21.8. 1 Cor. 15.55. to wicked and unprepared ſouls, others do and may take com­fort in my approaches to them, well knowing, that I have no ſting in my hand, no victory or conqueſt over them, but am a friendly harbinger, to receive them unto a bleſſed peace, who dye in the Lord; after when they ſhal ſin no more, nor ſhall need to repent,Rev. 14.13. nor weep, nor fear death any more:Rev. 7.17. nay, death may tell thee ſhee is thy approved friend, and that ſhee will be the death and burial of all thy foes, corruptions,  [...]fflictions, of all thy cares thy fears, thy tears, & adverſaries, & will put a finall end to all thy conflicts and encounters. Thus in thy medi­tation of death remember, that to be young and flouriſhing is no priviledge [Page] againſt death, nor to be beautiful, nor to be rich, nor to be ſtrong, nor to be learned, nor to be beloved of Kings, and Princes; nay, remember that no time, no place, no preſence, no pow­er, no buſineſs, is any ſecurity againſt death, yet alas! the moſt dye ſooner then they did expect, and before they were well provided: and in thy me­di [...]ation of death, and converſing with it, (whatſover be thy outward comforts, and glory, as honours, lands, goodly houſes, men and maid-ſer­vants attending, friends, or compa­nions making merry with thee (as Bel­ſhazzars Princes) yet when death comes like the ſun-ſet,Dan. 5.1. all muſt and will extinguiſh and depart; though relations ſadly weep and howle never ſo loudly about us, when they ſee us ſpeechleſs, and throatling, cold-ſweating, and ſtrugling for life, or ſee us die, as one going to ſleep. O meditate on theſe things (now while the glaſſe runs and hath (at leaſt) [Page] ſome ſands in it) that it ſhall never repent thee, to have ſoundly repen­ted, nor to have graciouſly lived, and orthodoxly believed, to have ſelf-denyed for Chriſt, taken up his Croſs, Ma [...]. 16.2 [...]. Ma [...]. 19. [...]8. Phil. 1.21. followed him in the regeneration, to have been the ſervant of Chriſt, to have lived to Chriſt, & dyed in Chriſt.
But then will every tongue ſay, not O that I had lived longer, but O that I had lived better; O that I had ſinned leſſe, and believed more; O that I had prayed more,Mar. 9.24. been more in duty, more in Chriſtian communi­on, converſed more with the Scrip­tures, been more in the promiſes, ſtu­died more the covenant of grace, ſan­ctified the Lord's day more, taught and better educated my family, &c. So ſhalt thou never repent any good, but rejoyce, that ever thou hadſt any gracious breathings, and wilt ſay, O welcom death, and bleſſed bee my God, and Father, who now calls for his child, and ſervant: I come, I come (Lord) now letteſt thou thy ſervant de­part,[Page]&c. farewel my body, and you my friends, take this body of mine (which I ſo long governed ſo ill) to your diſpoſe, and (Lord) take my ſoul into the arms of thy mercy, ſince now thou calleſt me according to thy word. So much of the third, viz. our holy and ſolemn meditation of, and con­ference with death.
4. The fourth is to ſet all things in order for an happy death; here comes in many things very conſider­able.
1. The ſoul muſt be ſet in order, as thy underſtanding by ſaving illu­mination, to know the things that be­long to thy peace; Luk. 19.42. thy will in order, to be a ſanctified will, in its deſires, do­minions, and endeavours; thy affe­ctions in order, to fix them upon their right holy objects; thy faith in order, patiently to wait for the due accom­pliſhment, of all the pretious promi­ſes, which in Chriſt are made over to a ſanctified ſoul; no more of ſetting [Page] the ſoul in order, having ſaid ſo much already.
2. The body muſt be ſet in order.
3. The estate muſt be ſet in order.
1. The body is a ſinfull mortal de­caied naturall body,Rom. 6.6. ſubject to a thou­ſand m [...]l [...]dies, and miſeries, which muſt be mortified, and crucified of its reigning domineering power, and all the organicall parts, muſt be ſub­j cted unto Jeſus Chriſt, till when the body is not in order to dye: he that will dye happily, muſt keep a daily funerall of his tranſgreſſions, errours, and ſinful miſcarriages, towards God, ſelf, and men: that albeit they may have a kind of ſlaviſh being in us, yet they muſt have no dominion over us.
2. The members of the body muſt becom the mēbers of Chriſt,Rom. 6.12. as the eye to ſee, the tongue to ſpeak,1 Cor. 6.15. the hand to work, the foot to walk, for Chriſt, [Page] and all the parts to ſuffer with Chriſt, before we can be in order to dye.
3 The body muſt be kept, as a chaſt virgin for Chriſts uſe,1 Cor. 6.15.19. and the holy Ghoſts uſe, whoſe Temple it is, wee muſt be ſanctified bodies, as well as ſanctified ſouls, but the dear ſervants of God, have much ado with their bodies, to ſubdue, tame, and bring under their untruly members, of which Saint Paul did ſorely complain, and ſaid, to will is preſent, but to perform that which was good hee found not. Rom. 7.18. The reaſon was, becauſe his unregenerate pa [...]t took ſo great advantage from, and by the inordinate pravity of the body, (which is become ſo prone to ſerve the mind, and will, in every ſinfull motion within; and like tinder ſo naturally proclive to catch, at any temptations, and allurements to ſin from without,1 Theſ. 5.23. (that the bleſſed Apo­ſtle Paul does pray that the Theſſalo­nians bodies, as well as their ſpirits and ſouls, be ſanctified throughout, and [Page]preſerved blameleſſe unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
4. The body as well as the ſoul muſt be in covenant with God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, before it can be in order to die; but then though death may kil, yet death can­not hurt the body, for God is the Saint. God, and father in death; and when the body lies repoſed in the grave,Pſal. 116.15. Gen. 50.25. Exod. 13.19. Joſ. ult 32. precious in the Lords ſight is the death of his Saints, and God ſets a great price even upon their bodies and bones, though the Saints them­ſelvs in their ſufferings have a low e­ſtimate of their bodies, which (I think) hath ſo ſteeled and reſolved them to under-go, and cheerfully to wade through the bloody perſecuti­ons of moſt cruell and butcherly Neroes, knowing the Lord God his covenant-goodneſs, even unto their bodies, ſhould they be burnt to aſhes, or torn with wild beaſts, as multitudes [Page] were ſerved in the primitive times & ſince.Fox. Mar­tyrol.
Again, the Lord Chriſt is their head even in the grave, and they be his members, upon which he alſo ſets a great price, ſo as when the ſoul de­parts to God who gave it, even then the bodies of the Saints, have (after a ſort) a principle of life within them, & do but ſleep when they bee dead, do belong to Chriſt. by covenant, whom he wil raiſe up,Eccl 12.7. Iſa. 26.19. Mar. 9.21. 1 Cor 11.30. chap. 15.20. Eph. 1.19. by that very ex­ceeding greatneſs of power, where­by his own mortall body was raiſed up, and not onely awaken them, but introduce their own ſouls, and receive them up to himſelf, to be for ever with him in glory. Col. 3.4.
Nor is it poſſible that any one member of Chriſt,Pſ. 34.20. can looſe one muſcle, nerve, artery, bone, or ſinew, one eye, one limb, or one hair of the head; but ſhall ariſe a compleat beau­tifull, and well-featured body, how­ever his, or her body was mangled, and deformed here before, or at the time of death, and buriall, and ſince, (for the bodies in covenāt to be uni­ted [Page] to Chriſt,) a perfect body, accor­ding to the Apoſtle, a perfect man un­to the meaſure of the stature of the ful­neſs of Chriſt. Eph. 4.13. Nor will Chriſt ſuffer one part, never ſo little, to be wanting, for Chriſt muſt account for our bodies to his Father, who of terreſtiall, muſt make them celeſtiall; of corruptible, 1 Cor 15.41, 42, 43, 44. incorruptible; of diſhonorable, glorious; of weak, powerfull; and of natural, muſt make them ſpirituall bodies.
3. The holy Ghoſt is in Covenāt wth our bodies whoſe work it is, and will be to fil thoſe old manſions, with ſuch a plenitude of the ſpirit, as thoſe glo­rified bodies ſhall be capable of;Pſ. 16.9.10  [...] in hope. Prov. 7.27. and at preſent do live in hope of, (though they groan a while with the reſt of the creature) ſo then, the body muſt be in Covenant with God before it is well ordered, to lye down in the chambers of death; which is (by the way (a rich comfort to the ſaints of God, that God Father, Son, & Holy Ghoſt, are in Covenant with bodies,Num. 23.10. Pſ. 102.13, 14. as wel as ſouls, yea, when they ſhalbe laid in the grave, and moultered to duſt, God is in covenant with that duſt, [Page] with Ahrahams, with Iſaacs, and Ja­cobs duſt, & with the duſt of their ſeed lying in their graves, in which reſpect the ſaints bodies, are ſaid to ſleep in their death, & to rest in hope.
Nay I verily believe there is more yet in the duſt and bones of dead bo­dies, that they have a kind of deſire after reſurrection,1 Theſ. 4.16. Iſai. 60.1. Iſai. 26.19. Joh. 5.28. go but into a vault of mens dead bones, and tarry there an hour or two, and they will draw much of your ſpirit and livelihood from you, & put you under great thirſt, till ſome days after. and after the word of command from Chriſts mouth, to ariſe, to come forth, to appear, and to stand before Christ, to receive their glorious enlargment and bleſſed in­veſtiture into that glorious Kingdom, which their Lord Chriſt hath purcha­ſed for all that dye in Jeſus. Thus our bodies muſt be ſet in order before death, in theſe four laſt men­tioned reſpects: 
	1. They muſt be mortified, crucifi­ed bodies.
	2. Implanted members of Chriſts body.
	3. Kept chaſte and holy for Chriſts uſe.
	4. Bodies, in Covenant with God the 	Father,
	Son,
	holy Ghoſt.



The next duty in the third head incumbent to him that will dye well and preparedly, is to ſet his houſe in order. By the houſe, may be under­ſtood the perſons dwelling in family with us, and more eſpecially, the chil­dren who are to be diſpoſed of, accor­ding to their rank, condition, and ca­pacity, as Noah prepared an ark, Heb. 11.7. and ſo his care paſſed over every one of them.
Or by houſe, is meant the affairs of the houſhold and family, thus Jo­ſeph is uſed by Potiphar, to manage and order the affairs of his houſe and family.
Or elſe it is taken to diſpoſe of the goods of the family,Gen. 39.5, 6. to divide and give to every one his portion, or e­ſtate, according unto right reaſon, and natural affection, that a mans po­ſterity [Page] may more comfortably ſerve God, in the ſtate, and condition in which the godly-wiſe ſhall ſee good to leave him; thus Abraham before his death gave his Iſaac the inheri­tance, and to his other Children hee he gave gifts, Gen▪ 25.5, 6. and legacies, and ſent them away, while he yet lived, and ſo gave up the ghoſt,See Weams his expoſi­tion. pag. 80. 81. on Job. 5.26. and Gen. 29.8. and died in a good old age; an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people: to inſiſt a little on this.
The all wiſe-diſpoſing providence of our heavenly Father, hath laid out the eſtate and condition of us, in which we muſt ſerve him, in the wel managing of our talents, with which he hath intruſted us,Mat. 25.15 and of which ſome have more, and ſome have leſs, of this lumber to poſſeſſe: yea the ve­ry wicked, have a juſt title (under God) as I prove out of Job,Job. 9.24. the earth is given into the hands of the wicked to raign and bear rule, yea and to be Judges in it, and God ſomtimes him­ſelf[Page]covers the face of ſuch Judges, (as a condemned mans face, going to execution) earth is there put for all terrene and worldly things, as the Pſalmiſt, even the heavens, or the hea­ven of heavens is the Lords, Pſal. 115.16, but the earth hath he given to the children of men. The Lord by deed of gift, hath providentially reached out all good things here below promiſcouſly to all men, by his own line or meat yard,Num. 33.54. ſaving unto us all, here is thy lot, thy habitation, thy land, thy leaſe, thy goods, and thy eſtate, thy bound, do­minion, and poſſeſſion,Joſ. 1 [...].6. chap. 18.10. hitherto ſhall they extend, and no further; here's thy confinement with a non ultra; yea, what ever wicked men come to poſſeſs, or inherit by adoption, deſ­cent, or ſucceſſion from fathers, grand­fathers, anceſtours▪ or other allyances, yet all is the gift of God's common providence, and for believers what­ſoever they have, comes in the name of Chriſts purchaſe for them, and by [Page] ſpeciall covenant and promiſe unto them;Rom. 8.32. for as God ſpared not his own Son, but gave him to dye for them, how ſhall he not with him, alſo freely give them all things? which make for their good. Earth is given to the ſons of men, to the juſt, and to the unjuſt; but heaven is given into the faints hands, as it were Benjamin's meſs.
I muſt go one ſtep further yet, and that is, what wicked men do unlaw­fully get, rake, ring, cheat, rob, plun­der, and (by violence and oppreſſion) recover and injuriouſly wreſt from others, is (in a ſenſe) the gift of God, (viz.) he permitting them to range a while, to prey upon the poor innocē, the fatherleſs, orphant, widow, and ſtranger; ſo he permitted wicked. A­hab to kill, 1 King. 21. Jer. 22.13. and take poſſeſſion of inno­cent Naboths Vineyard; and he per­mits Shallum to build his houſe by un­righteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong, to uſe his neighbours ſervice without wages; and ſaith to him by [Page] his Prophet, thine eyes and thy heart are not, but for thy covetouſneſs, and for to ſhed innocent blood, and for op­preſſion, and for violence to do it, all this did our all-wiſe God order in his common providence to laſt a while, till Shallum had run his courſe, and fil­led up the meaſure of his iniquity; but then the Lord ſends a cruel adver­ſary (like a ravening wolf of the even­ing) to execute his juſt judgment upon Shallum, according to that pre­diction in the ſeventh verſ. of the two & twentieth of Jeremiah ſaying, ver. 7. I will prepare deſtroyers againſt thee, every one with his weapons, and they ſhall cut down thy choice Cedars: and Shallum the ſon of Joſiah, King of Judah, he ſhal dye in the place whither they have led him captive, ver. 12. and he ſhall ſee his land no more.
Now mark, how the Lord ſpeaks of this deſtroyer, Nebuchadnezzar by name,Jer. 27.6. I have given all theſe lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar the King [Page]of Babilon, my ſervant and the beaſts of the field, have I given alſo to ſerve him. 7 And all nations ſhall ſerve him, and his ſon named Evilmerodach, 2 Kings 25.27. Jer. 52.31. Dan. 5.1. and his ſon namely Belſhazzar, the Lord di­ſpoſed of thoſe Countries by donat ō to him; yet Nebuchadnezzar invades, and ſpoiles, and takes them and theirs by violence: upon which, ſay the an­notations well, that the great God of heaven and earth ſent him againſt a people of the Lords wrath and g [...]ve him a charge to take the ſpoil, Iſa. 10.6. and to take the prey, and to tread them down, like the mire of the ſtreets; and he went (nevertheleſs) upon his own errand, to glut and ſatiate his pride and am­bition:verſe 7. therefore ſaith the text, he 8 meaneth not ſo, neither doth his heart 9 think ſo, but it is in his heart to deſtroy 11 and out off nations, not a few. For hee faith, are not my Princes altogether Kings? Is not Calno as Carchemiſh? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Sama­ria as Damaſcus? ſhall I not, as I have done into Samaria and her Idols, ſo[Page]do to Jeruſalem and her Idols? &c.
The like I might ſay of rayling Rabſhakeh, and curſing Shimei; they intending one thing, and God intend­ing another, according to the counſell of his own will, thus he gave Jacob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers. Iſa. 42.24.
Now as in the days of our life, ſo when we come to dye, we muſt look over our eſtates, and review all our outward things, and ſearch narrowly into our receits and in come, that whatſoever unrighteouſneſs hath brought in, whatever oppreſſion, wrong, and injuſtice, hath accumula­ted to our wealth, we muſt charge upon our ſelves, and not only repent before God, but make reſtitution to the parties injured, if we know them; or elſe in generall to the Church and poor who are Gods receivers, in ſuch caſes, as did Zacheus, Luk. 19.8. behold Lord (ſaid that good man (in the day of his re­pentance) The half of my goods I give unto the poor, and if I have taken any [Page]thing, from any man by falſ accuſation, I restore him four fold.
It would bee too long to conſider, what reſtitution is? who muſt reſtore? and when? yet a word or two, very briefly 1. What reſtitution is?
Reſtitution is an act of Juſtice, not arbitrary, but neceſſary: as the law provided, and as the caſuiſts and civillians do agree.
2. Who muſt reſtore?
The deteiner, ſo juſtice both divine and humane doth require, and Gods law ſtands ſtil in force upon that ſoul, that doth not his beſt by repentance, and reſtitution to prevent the Juſtice of it.
Many rich men do fill their houſes with the ſpoils of the poor, Iſa. 3.14.15. and prey upon the needy, making their advan­tages out of the poors neceſſities; as many buyers and ſellers, biting uſu­rers, oppreſſing land-lords, who live by an unlawfull calling, or unlawfully in their calling. Poor wretch! how [Page] canſt thou be ready to dye, and put thy houſe in order,Mic, 6.10, who haſt (as Mi­cah ſpeaks) the treaſures of wickedneſs in thy houſe? ſome it may be hundreds, ſome thouſands, wrapped up in their eſtates? of which if every bird had his feather, every other man had his own, little or nothing would be thine. Oh! this will pinch cloſe one day, and gnaw hard upon the conſciences of gripulous fiſts and great gainers, who have made too much haſt to be rich, when in obedience unto divine com­mand they muſt make reſtitution be­fore they can truly repent or dye pre­paredly. This is Durus ſermo, to all ſacrilegious Cormorants, who de­voure the Churches patrimony, and do take God's Deo-datum's to them­ſelves. Such devourers muſt make reſtitution, elſe it will be a ſnare to devoure holy things.
3. When we muſt reſtore?
Anſw. Speedily, as when Abime­lech roſe early to reſtore Sara to Abra­ham. [Page] Say not come again to mor­row,Gen. 20.8. Deut. 24.13. when we do repent, till when we cannot ſay we have truly repented; the Scripture ſaith to day before to morrow, that is, with all due conve­niency; when thou art ſetting thy houſe in order, with Z [...]cheus, then ſet penitentially upon the work; Oh! tarry not, till death compell thee to part with all, becauſe thou couldſt not detain them longer. The godly wiſe, and holy ancients ſay no reſtitu­tion, no remiſſion, and then no pro­miſe, of pardon; no hope, of mer­cy, nor good acceptance of any duty elſe. Who is in a capacity to reſtore, and doth not, is out of heavens way. If the wicked give again that, that hee hath robbed, the Prophet ſaith, he ſhall ſurely live, Ezech. 33.15. and not dot dye: therefore in ſetting thy houſe in order, make re­ſtitution, leaſt it's want ſhall make void,Jam. 5.1.2. ſhal curſe and blaſt all the reſt, & God ſhall croſs thy will, and deny to [Page] bleſs thoſe goods and lands which thou bequeatheſt, to thy heirs and legators.
Judas ſeemed very conſcious of this ſin,Mat. 27.4.5. therefore he quickly brought again the thirty pieces of ſilver which he had ſo wickedly gotten; but yet Judas could not find pardon: then what wil ſuch do who come ſhort of Judas! Poſſibly thou talkeſt of ſetling thy eſtate by gift, deed, will, or other­wiſe, and ſo committeſt thy ſoul to God, and thy ill gotten goods into the hands of heirs and executors; but be not deceived, God will not be mocked, ſuch heirs ſhall not bee the better, but the worſe, and ſuch goods have a curſe in them,Deut. 28. and ſhall prove ſo to the generation that ſhall come after thee, who may truly ſay,16, 17, 18. God hath curſed our friends bounty and bleſſings.Mal. 2.2.
Object.  But to ſalve all, ſomewhat is given to the poor, ſomewhat to the Mini­ſters, ſome boons at the funerall, and [Page] ſomewhat to pious uſes for ever. But all this will not deceive the all-know­ing God, to ſteal a pound and give a penny; therefore ſaid the Father, Dare te put as, tollere noli; thou think-thou giveſt, when thou firſt robbeſt and takeſt away; give ſaith Auſtin, but be ſure thou give of thine own, elſe thou canſt not ſet thy houſe in good order to dye. I have been ſomewhat longer in this, becauſe ſo many milli­ons of men in our age do in all proba­bility dye deſperately in this particu­lar. The Lord open the eyes of the living ſeriouſly to lay theſe things to heart.
4. To whom reſtitution is to be made.
5. Ʋpon what account it muſt be.
Anſ. To the perſons to whom the wrong is done; if he be dead, or can­not be heard of, then to him or them to whom it ſhall be due by law. [Page] Thus Naomi did perform the office of a kinſman unto Ruth, ſhe being the next of the posterity of the dead, Ruth. 3. ver. 2.
Upon what account muſt reſti­tution be made?
Anſ. Not as alms, benevolence, or charity; but as an act of juſt reſtituti­on. Not as a free gift, but as a due debt, and as that which God calls for, which law and conſcience calls for to have done, as that which is the right of theirs to whom wee make reſtitu­tion.
In many caſes injuries are ſo done by the cunning ſleight of deceivers, by fraud and policy, and ſo would up, with deceitfull hearts, and ſleight of hand, and witty contrivances, that the laws of nations and common wealths cannot find out means to give every one his own; but the all-ſeeing God knows what is unjuſtly done though it be in the dark, and he looks that in the day of our repentance and prepa­ration [Page] to dye bleſſedly, that we make juſt reſtitution (what poſſibly wee may) And in the day thereof we muſt not think that we do give, or bee bountifull and good benefactors, when we do but our duty: and ther­fore that word which we call alms, the word in the Syriack tongue is called Justice, Mat. 6.2. When thou doeſt thy juſtice, which wee read alms, becauſe alms is a fruit of juſtice;Vide Alex. Alenſ. de generali Re­ſtitutione, ſpeciali Sa­tisfactione. Parte Quarte Queſt. 24. membrum per totum. but things to bee reſtored bee a due debt, comminicatio iſta non eſt gratuita, ſed ex juſtitia debetur.
Queſt. What if there be not enough to pay all?
Anſw. If the creditors bee equall then pro toto, if not, then the poor muſt bee paid the firſt; If there bee not any thing left, then bee of a wil­ling mind and leave it upon Gods ac­count, beſeeching him to bee thy re­ſtorer [Page] whoſe is all the earth, and the fullneſs thereof.
The next thing reſpects the perſons related to a family, and ſo parents and other relations muſt take care of perſons whom they leave behind, on whom they are to beſtow 1 holy admonition, and 2 good counſell, 3 with faithfull prayer.
1. For admonition, ſo they are to adviſe, and inſtruct them, the beſt they can, how to walk prudently, and graciouſly towards God, and men, as did Iſaac, and Jacob; Iſaac called Jacob unto him, and bleſſed him, Gen. 49.1. to 19. when he ſent him to Padan Aran, to Bethnell. So Jacob the father of the twelve Tribes, called them all one by one, and bleſſing, he bleſſed them, as ſome of the Rabbins ſay was the cu­ſtome of the holy Patriarchs, to call their children before them, [Page] ſome conſiderable time, before their death, to acquaint them with their covenant-intereſts, with the know­ledg of pretious, and ſpeciall promi­ſes to be expected, to inſtruct them in holy aphoriſmes, and good docu­ments of faith and manners; ſo did Moſes, almoſt throughout the 33 of Deut. naming the Tribes one by one, from the ſixth verſe to the end; ſo did dying Joſhua, a little before his end,Joſ. 23.2, call all the tribes of Iſraell, and ſpake more eſpecially to their elders, heads, Judges, and officers, and ſaid unto them, v. 3, I am old, and ſtricken in age, you have ſeen all that the Lord hath done unto theſe nations, becauſe of you, be ye couragious, v. 6. keep, and do all that is written in the book of the law of Mo­ſes, v. 8. 1 Kin. 2.1, and cleave unto the Lord your God; and ſo David called and inſtructed Solomon his ſon,2, 3, 4.charging him to be ſtrong, to ſhew himſelf a man, and to keep the charge of the Lord his God; to walk in his ways, and to keep his ſta­tutes,[Page]that he may proſper, and that the Lord may continue, his promiſing word that he had made to David, concer­ning his ſon Solomon.
Let Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Pa­rents and other relations, lay this to heart, that good men, wiſe and god­ly men, have made their death-beds to be their pulpits, and oratories, to propheſie to preach in, and to give ſweet and wholeſome inſtructions to their relations.
Queſt. But why at ſuch a time of pain, and ſickneſs and ſorrow?
Anſw. Not becauſe the work is to be left alone till then, though then eſpecially it may not be left un­done.
Not becauſe (as ſome philoſophers ſay) the ſoul upon deaths approach,Xenoph. lib. 8. Plat. in apolog. is more divine, and ſupernaturally in­ſpired; but becauſe, at that time, the words and wholſome admonitions, of a dying Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Fa­ther, or friend, do probably make a [Page] deeper impreſſion, upon affectionate and religious minds.
And to let ſuch relations under­ſtand the religious care of Godly an­ceſtors, that their poſterity might do well with ſuch golden legacies, and live upon the covenant-goodneſs of the Lord God of their Fathers.
Great is the difference between the carnall worldling, and the graci­ous believer; the one looks no far­ther then the temporall good of his relations, the other to their ſpiritual, and eternall welfare. Like wicked Achitophell, peradventure he will put his houſe in order, but without any due regard,2 Sam. 17.23. to his own or their ſouls, ſuch perſons may and do oft call their friends, children, and relations about them, as Iſhai did, in calling forth his ſons, firſt coms Eliab, then Aminadab, then Shammah, but David the anoin­ted of the Lord,1 Sam. 16. was called laſt of all: ſo when death comes near, firſt the Phiſition is called for, and he comes, [Page] but his Art cannot deliver from the unſatiable grave; next like Ahaziah, he is remembred of ſome God of E­kron, ſome good witch, wizard, or white devill, to enquire of, but if he help not, in the third place, a wiſe and cunning Lawer is ſent for, to en­tail and perpetuate his lands to his lawfull heirs, and to help him make his will, and to bequeath his move­ables to children, and friends: mean while, how ſad, and comfortleſs is this dying creature? Oh how much is he cumbred about his many things? Luk. 10.41 wiſhing heartily longer life, not to grow better, but to grow richer; & laſt­ly when all hope is paſt, then he ſends for a Miniſter, (one (it may be) of his own carnal and earthly mind) and before him, confeſſeth his ſins, in the groſſe, to have been great, and many, then a [...]ks God, and all the world for­giveneſſe, repeats his good works, tells of his keeping his Church, of re­ceiving at Eaſter, of his care to pay e­very [Page] one his own, of his juſt, and ho­neſt dealing with all men: he ſayes the Lords prayer, the Creed, and the Ten commandements, and if the Mi­niſter be one of thoſe daubing flatte­res,Ezech. 13.10. he magnifies his goodneſs, and happy eſtate, making the poor wretch vainly confident, of a very good poſture in which to dye, pray­ing to God for him to have mercy on his ſoul, and to receive him into his Kingdom, and ſo leaves the decei­ved ſoul, preſuming that Chriſt ſaies to him,Luk. 23.43 to day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. And if he preach his fune­rall ſermon, he extolls him for an e­minent Saint; and well he may, for he is well paid for his pains. And thus do many wretched ſinners, leave the world, they know not how, [having (it may be feared) put nothing in or­der, for an happy death.]
But as for holy admonition ſweet and pious counſell, how to be prepa­red to dye happily themſelves, and [Page] to leave their relations under a gra­cious frame of heart, is the leaſt of ſuch mens care, who ſhould bee adviſed, firſt to ſerve the Lord God, and to walk before him with an up­right and perfect heart, and in their particular callings to ſerve his provi­dence and glory, wirh all integrity, in holineſs and righteouſneſs all their day. Luk. 1.75.
The ſecond thing is holy and faith­full prayer, of perſons neer their end, for and in behalf of their relations; I ſhall onely inſtance in Parents prayers for their children, who are to bleſs them in the name of the Lord, as reſigning up their charge unto their heavenly Father to take care of them, as Iſaac and Jacob did;Gen. 28.1. Gen. 48.15, 16. chap. 49. Heb. 11.20.21. beſides Pa­rents know beſt what have been and are the ways and converſations of their children; they know what have been their ſins and infirmities, what their defects and wants, what is their preſent ſtate and condition, [Page] what mercies, pardon, and grace they do moſt need, and by their neerneſs of relation to them, and by their du­ty which they owe them; and laſtly their intereſt which they have in them, they are much concerned to look to, and ſtudy their welfare much every way; as might bee ſhewed in Job's care of his children when they were grown up, and dwelled in fami­lies of their own, he ſent and ſanctified them, Job. 1.5. not only while they were little ones going to ſchool, and under their Parents roof.
Godly Parents near to death, do ſee and read volums of divine and gracious providences, flowing to­wards them and theirs from out the Ark of the covenant, by virtue of which, they are much invited to mind and preſſe the Lord with that ſucceſ­ſive goodneſs of his, to the after ge­neration and poſterity of them that fear the Lord, (viz) that their gene­rations ſhall be bleſſed: Pſa. 112.2. and upon this [Page] account, do they (with an humble boldneſs and much confidence) put up their holy ſupplications and pray­ers, that he will pleaſe to enrich and bleſs their children, with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly places in Chriſt; Eph. 1.3. that the Lord will be their portion, Pſa. 16.5. Pſ. 73.26 Ezra 9.8. E [...]a. 56.5. Jer. 13.11. and ever give to them and theirs a place in his Sanctuary, and a name better then that of ſons and daughters, & that they ſhould be unto the Lord for a people, for a name, for a praiſe, and for a glory.
And for outward things, they muſt commend them alſo to the bleſſing of the Lord in every ſtate, high or low, rich or poor, of marriage or ſingle life; that the Lord will pleaſe to lay them out ſuch a condition, as in which, they may be moſt ſerviceable to God, to the country they live in, to neigh­bours, relations, and friends, in all godlineſs and honeſty; and their Pa­rents even while they do live, may ſay of natural children as John doth of his ſpirituall children,Joh. 5.3, 4. I have no greater [Page]joy, then to hear that my children walk in the truth.
And obſerve, as Parents muſt take care of the particular concernments of every child, (who will bee ready to obſerve what Parents intend, do, or may bee like to do for them) oft ſaying ſecretly to themſelves, what ſhall I do? and what ſhall I do ſays another? what will become of mee ſays one? and of me ſays another? and of me ſays a third, when my Fa­ther and Mother are dead?) ſo muſt the ſoul of every one, and the out­ward eſtate of each one be cared for, by every wiſe, holy, and affectionate Parent. Job he offered ſacrifice for each one;Lev. 4.13.14.15.21. Lev. 1.2, 3, 4. where mark that whereas ſome ſacrifices were for the whole Con­gregation, and ſome only for ſingle perſons, ſo Job did not only offer a ge­neral ſacrifice for al his ſons, but a par­ticular ſacrifice for every individual of them, whatever their ſin ſhould be.
Parents (when you draw neer to [Page] dye) you muſt not only pray in ge­nerall that God will bleſſe your chil­dren, but you muſt (if poſſibly it may be) ſet them before the Lord, one by one,Gen. 32.24. and wreſtle with God by prayer, for a ſpeciall benediction to be upon the head of each one of them, according to his or her age, rank, calling, condition, and habitati­on; according to his, or her temptati­ons, affl [...]ction [...], and trialls; that God will ſanct [...]fie them unto himſelf, and make them very inſtrumentall for his glory,1 Chron. 28.9. Eſa. 38.3. that they may know the Lord God of their Fathers, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and willing mind; and that (by ſuch children) God will raiſe up to his own name, and unto his own glory, an holy ſeed, and faithfull generation, to ſerve the Lord for ever, and that ſuch children may live in a moſt ſweet and holy concord, which as it is a great bleſſing unto Parents, ſo the contrary it is a great heart-breaking to them, as [Page] might be ſhewed in Adam, Gen. 4. who when he had only two ſons, the one kills the other; and in Abraham's family, was ſcoffing Iſhmael; Gen. 21. in Iſaac's family Eſau hated Jacob; Gen. 27. Jacob had twelve ſons, eleven of them hated and ſold Joſeph to the Iſhmaelites, Gen. 37. intending never to ſee his face more▪ 2 Sam. 13.28. David had an Abſolon, who cauſed his brother Amnon, 1 King. 1.5.18.25. to be murthered; and Adoni­jah riſeth againſt Solomon. Look to it Parents, be much in prayer to God, that your children may bee ſweetly bundled in the bond of love, and charge it on them, with ſtrongeſt ar­guments ſhew them,Pſ. 133.1. how good and pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell to­gether in unity; v. 2. it's like the precious ointment upon the head, v. 3. that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garment; 'tis like the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended upon the mountains of Zion; and tell them that there the Lord commanded the bleſſing, [Page]and life for evermore. Where? there where this bond is kept inviola­ble.
Some would add a third thing, much tending to the ſetting ones houſe in order; namely, the recommen­dation of children, (ſuch as are under age) unto the loving care of ſome godly, wiſe, and chriſtian friends: thus did old David comend the care of young Solomon his ſon to certain Princes to help Solomon in his reign,1 Chron. 22.17, 18. when he ſhould govern, ſaying, is not the Lord your God with you? in­timating thereby, that they would be very uſefull, and helpfull to his young ſon: ſuch friends may bee of excellent uſe, and benefit to fatherleſs children, whom the Lord himſelf gives charge unto to deal friendly by them, to be as fathers to the fatherleſs, Pſal. 68.5. as God himſelf vouchſafes to be called. But I leave this of Truſtees, and Guardians, and come to the laſt thing concerning a man's ſetting his houſe [Page]in order, and that's about his laſt will and teſtament.
'Tis to be preſuppoſed, it hath been much of a Parents care, to ſet a part ſomewhat for children in the management of outward things; that they have layd up ſomewhat to diſtri­bute, & diſpoſe of at their death: And not without great reaſon. 1. That the future, as well as the preſent may be provided for.
2. That peace in the diſpoſe of the goods of the family; may be provi­ded for, from out that true intereſt which Parents have in the goods of the family, to bequeath and diſpoſe the eſtate, which the God of all the earth hath left, and intruſted them withall; which muſt bee done judici­ouſly and underſtandingly, in the time of good judgment, and perfect memorie, and that ſo plainly, that his meaning may not be miſtaken, nor his words perverted, and the whole, kept free from all exception.
[Page]
Here againſt, they do highly offend God and man, who (as they for the moſt part) have lived out of order themſelves, ſo they do take no care, to make any will at all, to the great confuſion and prejudice of their fa­mily and relations, to the defrauding of many of their right, to whom they owe and are indebted, whil'ſt they leave all undone: Others by a fooliſh delay, are ſurprized by the ſuddain of their death: Others tarry till they be prevented of underſtanding and ſpeech: Others put the words of their will into ſuch ambiguous terms, that occaſion is given to intricating, and undoing-ſuits of law, even to the di­viding and eſtranging of the affecti­ons of near and dear relations, to the waſting of a great part of all, or more then all the eſtate, to the utter ruine of the ſurviving friends, and re­lations, with perpetual hatred, & evill will, which like a fire ſtill burninig, cannot be extinguiſhed in many ge­nerations. [Page] Oh! you who fear God, lay theſe thing to heart, and be pre-admoniſhed, I hope a word to the wiſe is enough.
And now in ſetting thy houſe in order, bee very carefull to uſe an im­partial hand for the firſt born; Deut. 21.15, 16, 17. it is one of his prerogatives to have a double portion; upon this account, the birth­right was Joſeph's, 1 Chron. 1.5.2. who was the firſt born of the true wife:Gen. 4 [...].3. non ad ho­minem, ſed ad Deū at tinet, haere­des facere, Glanvill lib. 6. c. 17 the first born is the excellency of the fathers dignity, his might, the beginning of his ſtrength, as Jacob to his eldeſt ſon; nay the Civillians ſay well, God ſin­gles out and makes heirs, even his firſt born: This the law of nations doth give to the eldeſt.
So doth the law of our land, and for this I could eaſily lay down many weighty grounds of reaſon, and reli­gion.
Exo. 13.2. Ibid.1. As that God himſelf ſets an high price upon the firſt born.
2. The Lord alſo laid a paternall, [Page] Prieſtly, and Miniſteriall charge upon the firſt born.
3 God provides no land ſhould be ſold for ever,Lev. 25.25. for the land is mine, and yea are ſtrangers and ſojourners with me; but if neceſſity require any to ſell his eſtate of land, then hee muſt ſell it to one, that was next allied in blood unto him, and hee ſhall re­deem that which his brother ſold, and at the Jubilee, he ſhall return to his poſſeſſion, and bee no longer in bon­dage. Which though it be not our rule, yet the reaſon is weighty, why the heir ſhould not be diſinherited unleſs in ſome ſpeciall caſes, and thoſe ex­traordinary,Gen. 21.10. Judg. 11.2. Judg. 9.18. Gen. 49.4. 1 Chr. 5.1. as illegitimacy in Iſhma­el the ſon of the bond-woman, and Jephtha the ſon of a ſtrange woman, and Abimilech the ſon of an hand­maid; or deboiſtneſs, as profane Reuben, who defiled his fathers bed, for which his birthright was given to the ſons of Joſeph, the ſon of Iſrael. The common objection is, ſo ſhall the [Page] family be undone, to make the heir great, and leave the reſidue of the family low, and in a mean condition. This inconvenience was as incident to the families of the Tribes of Iſrael, as to the families in England, or any other nation; and yet God will have the prerogative of the elder, to ſtand, to be the heir, and more fully p ovi­ded for, becauſe he is the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: Not that the reſidue ſhould be left de­ſtitute, but that a paternal & maternal care be had, in training up of children in ſome honeſt calling; and in ſetling younger children with ſome other e­ſtate; in taking order, that portions may be raiſed out of the lands, where land of inheritance is conſiderable, if in the life of Parents other proviſions have not been, or could not bee made. Yet ſo as the eldeſt may be a father ſtill to brethren, and ſiſters, and may bee enabled to protect, and de-defend his own fleſh and blood, from [Page] wrongs, and oppreſſions, according to his power or capacity; and laſtly, that the elder brother, may be ena­bled cheerfully to welcome his bre­thren, and ſiſters, when (upon good will, or juſt occaſions) they ſhall viſit their brothers houſe as their head quarters; & that ſuch relations might take, and give mutuall advice, in all occurrences, which ſhal be more con­ſiderable and weighty.
Thus of ſetting our houſe in order, wherein was ſhewed,
1. That all men good, and bad, have their eſtates laid out, by Gods meat yard of common providence; therefore wicked ones, as well as be­lievers muſt ſet their houſe in order be­fore they die.
2. In ſetting the houſe in order, e­vill-gotten goods, muſt be reſtored; where was ſhewed, 
	1. What restitution is.
	2. Who muſt reſtore.
	3. When we muſt reſtore.
	4. What muſt be reſtored.
	5. To whom, and upon what account.

3. What due regard is to be had to the relations of him, who muſt ſet his houſe in order, & that in four things, In 
	1. Holy admonition, and inſtructi­on.
	2. Faithfull and humble prayer for them, and bleſſing of them in the name of the Lord, to appoint Truſtees and Guardians, where requiſite.
	4. Concerning his laſt will and te­ſtament.

3. Exhortation.
Humbly, and wiſely, to ſubmit to the Lord, as in life, ſo in death. Here I muſt premiſe a little of the different carriages of Simeons and Naballs, at the approach of death, and in the ve­ry article of death; ſome are diſcon­tented at every croſſe providence, as Naball, 1 Sam. 25.3. whoſe heart dies within him; [Page]as mumuring Iſrael, who ſay would God we had died in the wilderneſſe, Numb. 14.2, 3. rather then be killed, in a war by the Cana­anites; ſome through impatience give bitter language towards God,Job. 1.9. Jonah 4.8. as Jobs wife to her husband, curſe God & dye; and as Jonah who ſtorms againſt God himſelf. But a gracious Simeon will let out his heart to God,1 Sam. 3.18. Job. 1.21. and ſay I com Lord, be it to thy ſervant according to thy word, It is of God, and let him do with me what ſeemeth him good; the Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, and bleſſed be the name of the Lord.
Oh i'ts ſad and dreadfull to hear, and to hear of wicked and awakened conſciences, to chide themſelvs out of this life, with horrible accuſations ſaying, wo is me, wo is me, that ever I was born, woe is me, woe is me, ſuch a ſinner; Oh thou my wretched body, what cauſe haſt thou to curſe thy wicked ſoul, for being ſo ill a go­vernor and commander of me thy body! that now I know not how to [Page] live one hour longer, nor how to ſub­mit to death; live I cannot, but dye I muſt.
O my celeſtiall ſoul, tho halt alſo great cauſe to curſe thy wretched bo­dy for being ſo ill a ſervant to thee ſo pretious a piece of Gods creation, in that thou art now affraid to de­part at thy great Lords command. As the parting of ſoul & body is violent, and very ſad; ſo more ſable ſhall be their meeting at the reſurrection, when the ſin-accuſing conſcience ſhal deliver up ſoul and body to the righ­teous judge of quick and dead; Act. 10.42. when that judg ſhal deliver the guilty ſinner, and the law ſhall judge, and bind him over to death eternall, and to hell, where the worm dyet not; Eſa. 66.24. Mark 9.43.44. and the fire never goes out, but muſt abide an e­ternity of weeping, howling, and gna­ſhing of teeth.
(Pretious Saint) far otherwiſe and  [...]ull of bliſſe, is the ſtate of every bleſſed Simeons ſoul, and body in the [Page] approach, and very article of death; when he ſhall ſweetly ſing or uſe this Proſopopoeia or words to the ſame effect, Thou body of mine, the God & Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thee, in thy departure, in thy death, and in thy grave, for hee hath ſhut thine eyes, and bound thy jaws, and bid thee abide a while in peace; bee thou content to ſleep in death, and to rest in hope, on ſuch a bed of roſes: for er'e long, thy duſt and clay ſhall live, and thou ſhalt ariſe with Chriſt's bleſſed body,Iſa. 26.19. thou that dwelleſt in the duſt, ſhalt awake & ſing for thy dew, is as the dew of herbs, & the earth ſhal caſt out the dead in her. And thou my hap­py ſoul ſhalt return a glorified ſoul; to be united for ever, to thy incor­ruptible, immortall, and glorified bo­dy; to be joined to the great Con­gregation in heaven, where God, & Chriſt, and the Spirit, and all Angeli­call natures, ſhal for ever honour thee, and all other glorified ones, with that [Page]very glory, which Chriſt Jeſus had with the Father, John 17. before the world was.
Suffer this exhortation then (I be­ſeech you) to take hold on your hearts, ſweetly to ſubmit to your all­wiſe God, and Father, even in every ſtate and condition, of life and death, which I ſhal amplifie under theſe three heads, 
	1. Of health,
	2. Of ſickneſs,
	3. Of death.

1. In our health and prime of our life, whil'ſt green and flouriſhing like a bay tree, muſt be an holy reſignati­on of our ſelves, into the hands of ſo good a God,Eccl. 12.1. 1 Chron. 28. betimes wee muſt re­member our Creator in the days of our youth; then we muſt learn to know the Lord God of our fathers, as good David gives in counſell to his young ſon So­lomon; and this ſubmiſſion muſt bee a totall reſigning of ſoul and body to [Page] the Lord; a leſſon, not taught (in any ſchool) below heaven, none of the Moraliſts, none of the Philoſophers could attain it, being onely found in the ſchool of grace, which among o­ther things doth teach,Pſal. 34.9▪ 10. Mat. 28. 20. 2 Cor. 12.9. Iſai. 41.10. Iſai. 33.16. that no good thing ſhall be wanting unto ſuch; and that (bee our condition never ſo ſtrait) yet God and Chriſt are with us, and his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us; he will uphold us and help us, with the right hand of his righteouſneſs; and our amunition is made of rocks in preg­nable round about us;Iſai. 27.9. and laſtly, God will ſo order all his good providences for us, that they ſhall all work together for our good, as Iſrael's preſſures in Egypt, Joſeph's caſting into the pit, and twice ſelling to bee a ſlave, as the rod of Aſhur, and the furnace of Babylon.
Now in thy ſubmiſſion to the good pleaſure of thy heavenly Father, thou muſt not be over haſty after fruition, but with an holy patience, muſt poſ­ſeſſe thy ſoul during thy ſtay in this [Page] world; for as thou, ſo thoſe fore-na­med promiſes have their ſet determi­nations, by an unchangeable decree, as Noah's time in the Ark, Gen. 8. Job. 14.14. and Job waits his appointed time all his days, and ſo did Simeon here in the text.
2. In ſickneſs wee muſt ſubmit to the Lord's viſitation, and ſay, Lord it is thy hand, and thy holy wil be done in me & upon me, I wil uſe the Phyſitian, (a good ordinance of thine) but I will recumb in thee alone; I will honour the Phyſitian for my neceſſity, but I do commend my ſelf to thy all­wiſe diſpoſe: who if thou ſhalt pleaſe to add to my days, and to piece out my frail life a little longer, I will (by the aſſiſtance of thy grace) indeavour to live, and to be, an inſtrument of thy praiſe; but ſhalt thou ſee it good, to end my pilgrimage, and to take me home (Oh that's beſt) I will ſing Hal­lelujahs to thee for ever.
But (by the way) conſider the poor, and the Lord will ſtrengthen thee upon [Page]the bed of languiſhing, Pſal. 41.1.3 10. and will make all thy bed in thy ſickneſs, and bee mer­cifull to thee, and raiſe thee, and requite thee: men may viſit thee deceitfully, flatteringly, ſpeaking good words un­to thee, and whiſpering evill in their own boſom, and ſay, when ſhal he dye, v. 5. v. 8. and his name periſh, an evil diſeaſe ſay they cleaveth fast to him, and now that he lieth, he ſhall riſe up no more; but the Lord ſhall viſit thee upon the bed of ſickneſs, with a viſit, ſpeaking par­don of ſin, peace of conſcience, thy re­conciliation to himſelf, with joy in the holy Ghoſt, even joy unſpeak­able and full of glory. Giving to the poor, though it be thy duty,Pro. 19.17. yet it is called a lending to the Lord, who will repay it with more conſideration, then the principal it ſelf; Thou put­teſt thine almes into the poor mans hand, and the Lord makes thee pay­ment ten thouſand-fold, into thy heart and ſoul.
But leaſt I be thought to digreſſe, [Page] this ſick man or woman, muſt ſubmit patiently & readily unto the gracious hand of the all-wiſe Lord God, and that in the name and worthineſſe of his ſweet ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, devout­ly praying (as David did in the words of faith.Pſal. 71.1. In thee O Lord, have I put my truſt, let me never be put to confuſion. Deliver me in thy righteouſneſs. Correct me not in thine anger (O Lord) nor re­buke me not in thine indignatiō: Jer. 10.24. Pſal. 6.2. heal me (O Lord) for my bones are vexed. Pſal. 22.11. Bee not far from me for trouble is nigh at hand; lay no more on me, then thou ſhalt give me ſtrength to bear;1 Cor. 10.13. Caſt me not away when my ſtrengh faileth mee: and ſo will the Lord anſwer, Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, Pſal. 71.9. therefore will I deliver him; I will be with him in trouble, Pſal. 91.14.15.16. I will deliver him and honour him. With long life will I ſatisfie him, and ſhew him my ſalvation. And for thy comfort know (who haſt a man­ſion with God) that thy God and fa­ther, doth ordinarily fit his children [Page] for death, in their ſickneſs; preſenting to them the unlovelineſs, and va­nity of all things below; the bleſſed intereſt which the Saints do enjoy; in their Chriſt; & the happy change wch they do make, who dye in the armes of their Jeſus; and that ſuch ſhall for ever be quit of all ſinfull ſociety, yea of ſinfull fleſh, no longer to abide a­mong dead men, nor among the tombs of dead ones; ſhall never have cauſe to hang up their harpes upon Babylons Willows tree, Pſ. 137.2. never be interrupted in ſinging our Hebrew ſong: and there­fore doth our gracious Father in ſick­neſs and otherwiſe, open the narrow hearts, and deaf ears of Simeons ſouls, and then ſpeak to them, ſaying, come my pretious ones, ſuffer me now to diſpoſe of you; let me new mould you and transfigure you for your diſeaſe, and ſo (dear heart) I do
Firſt make thee weary of thy body of death, weary of the worlds blan­diſhments, and painted glory, and [Page] weary of thy ſinfull ſelfe.
Secondly, I do ſanctifie every pain and grief, every croſſe and trouble, and make them become ſanctified mercies,Pſ. 131.2. whiles I do wean thee, to be leſſe in love with things below; nay I cauſe that every decay of thy naturall ſtrength, every dimneſſe of thy eye, every dulneſſe of thy ear, every weakneſs and ſickneſſe of thy na­tural body ſhall tend to ſuch a bleſſed change, that at laſt, the ſoul and body are made willing to depart for a time, to attain unto,Phil. 1.22. and enjoy a glorified cure.
Thirdly, I do not only prepare thee to this ſubmiſſion, but I do alſo make thee deſire and long to dye; I do ſo ſpiritualize, and order thy ſoul, that ſickneſſe ſhall be as welcome to thee as health; death as life to thee, who liveſt upon God, in God, and to God: Doſt want health of body? I do ſatis­fie thee with health of ſoul; art near to death? be it ſo, then thou art near­er [Page] to life, even a glorious bleſſed and eternall life: ſick man I am thy Lord God, and I do aſſure thee, (by thy intereſt in my ſelf) through my ſon, I am better to thee then ten healths, as Elkanah was to Hannah then ten ſons; 1 Sam. 1.8. I am better to thee then many lives, thy life here was but a breath or rivullet of life, but in thy death thou art admitted to live for ever in him,Joh. 14.6. Pſ. 36.9. who is life it ſelf, and to thee the foun­tain of life.
Fourthly, in ſickneſs the Lord ſpeaks to his holy ones, to be of good chear, from the deep meditation of the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts by the ho­ly Ghoſt, Rom. 5.5. Joh. 1.16. from the fulneſs & al [...] ſufficien­cy of Jeſus Chriſt, their deareſt friend, their Lord & King; who coms leaping & skipping, over the mountains to ſolace himſelf, in, and with them, whom he had ſo wonderfully delivered from the dens of Lyons, Cant. 2.8. Cant. 4.8. and mountains of Leopards, or what elſe hath been for­midable to them: Come look on me, [Page] and to me lean and rely on me; pour out thy ſoul into my boſome;Iſa. 45.22. Mic. 7.7. who will aſſuredly give her ſweet repoſe, un­till the great day of my ſecond com­ing;Cant. 8.5. Act. 7.59. when thou ſhalt be received, ſoul and body, to be for ever in manſions of eternall glory,Cant. 3.11. to keep a moſt tri­umphant Jubilee with the Lord for ever.Mal. 3.17. Act. 3.19.
3. In death, wee muſt ſubmit to our Lord, Joh. 14.2, 3 and that in two things In the approach,Act. 7.54. &c. and point of death. Precious ſoul in the ap­proach of death,Heb. 11. 2 Chron. 6.42. Pſ. 25.6. Pſ. 119.49. Pſa. 22.8.  [...] Heb. 7.25. act faith in the Lord Jeſus, as Stephen did, and as thoſe Martyrs did: faith will plead thy covenant-intereſt, and perſwade to roll thy ſelf upon the free grace of God, ſo fully repreſented in the pro­miſes; faith bids thee look on thy Lord, and ſaviour, interceding thy cauſe, at heavens throne.
Set hope on work, to take faſter [Page] anchor-hold, on Jeſus Chriſt,Pſal. 18.2. Deut 32.4.31. 2 Sam. 22.47. Pſ. 62.2.7. Pſ. 89.26. Pſ. 39.13. the rock of thy ſalvation.
Set prayer on work, and pour out thy ſoul, ſaying (O Lord) ſpare a little, till I may recollect my ſelf, and bee ſweetly compoſed, to rejoyce in the approach of my my change; Lord give me to welcome death, with all ready entertainment, as Gods meſ­ſenger, to deliver me from my priſon, Pſ. 142.7. Job. 4.19. and houſe of clay, wherein my celeſti­all ſoul (the eſpouſe of Chriſt) is confined, and impriſoned, and ſay, (O Chriſt) I come,Luke 16.22. (Lord Jeſus) ſend ſome of thy bleſſed Angels to receive & carry my ſoul into Abrahams boſom; as one of the fathers doth perſonate a dying Saint, O holy trinity Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, (which in unity of nature, art one, the ſelf-ſame God) into thy hands I do commend my ſpirit; into thy hands O bleſſed Saviour my King, my prieſt, and my Prophet, do I recommend my ſelf, unto thee ſweet Jeſus do I (a dying ſervant of thine) come, who cameſt into the world to [Page]ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief; unto thee (bleſſed Lord) who waſt con­ceived, and born of the virgin Mary, ſufferedſt, diedſt, was buried, and laid under the power of death,Acts 1.24. for me, to alleviate my death, and make it ſting­leſſe, and curſ-leſſe, who waſt raiſed up from the dead, & didſt miraculouſly aſcend, & art now ſet down at thy fa­thers right hand for me, to come again at the end of the world, to be judge of all men, & Angels, even to be my judg to juſtifie & abſolve me, before all the world, and to inveſt me a poor and miſerable creature, with that very glory, which thy humane nature hath now in heaven, and which thy ſelf hadſt with the Father, before the world was; into thy hands (gracious redee­ner) into thy hands (O eternall ſpirit) do I recommend my ſelf, who doſt e­ven raviſh my heart, by applying, and ſealing all the Covenant-goodneſſe, and gracious promiſes of life and of ſalvation; even to me, even now about [Page] to breath out my laſt breath of life. Thus dying ſoul in thy ſubmiſſion un-thy Lord God, ſet faith, hope, and prayer on work.
Queſt. The learned have a queſti­on, whether the Saints in death do fear death, having cōmiſſion in ſome caſes of perſecution, in one City, to flye unto another; and Chriſt ſaying,Mar. 10. go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into the Cities of the Samaritans enter ye not; Act▪ 9.25. and Saint Paul eſcaped out at a window, at the fear of death; and Chriſt himſelf often ſhunned the Scribes, and Phariſees, and Rulers, who ſought to kill him; Joh. 7.1. 1 King. 19.3. ſo did David ſhun Saul, and Elias the wicked in­ſtruments of wicked Ahab and Jeze­bell.
Anſw. To all which I anſwer, that 'tis not ſimply unlawfull to fear death, nor to avoid it's ſnares; for death of it ſelf, is not good, nor is it naturall to us, but cruell and horrible; but baſely to fear death, rather then [Page] to glorifie the name of God in our ſufferings, this is a great ſin; to bee a­fraid to dye after an evill life, and out of Chriſt, to ſuch, death is the terrible of terribles ſuch cannot bee well willing to dye: but when God ſhall (in the way of his good provi­dence) call us to dye, either by a na­turall death, or to ſeal unto his truth under perſecution to dye a violent death; then we may welcome death, and the inſtruments of death, as Hiſto­rians ſay Saint Andrew did,Salve crux preti­oſa, ſuſci pe nunc Diſci­pulum, cúm priùs ſuſti­nueris Ma­giſtrum. Thus M. John Phil­pot embra­ced the ſtake in Smithfield. who with a gladſome Spirit, ſaid I kindly ſalute thee (precious croſs) be content to bear me the Diſciple, who haſt for­merly born my Maſter: every Sime­on is carried above the apprehenſions of naturall and morall men in death, and hath very grand conſiderations, neither baſely nor ſinfully to fear death, and therefore ſubſcribes unto her, with heart and hand.
Anſw. 2. The fear of death in the Saints, and the fear of death in others [Page] are very diverſe; the one is acted by ſinfull-ſelf, whom ſuch an one ſeeks to preſerve, for fear of greater wrath; the other is acted by gracious ſelf, who ſeeks to know the minde of God in his death, to ſubſcribe to it, and to ſerve divine providence, as in life, ſo in death; whom if the Lord ſhal recover, or deliver, he gives himſelf to God again; if the Lord hath determined death ſhall take place, hee reſigns up ſoul and body, with an holy content­ment,Mat. 26.39. under the good pleaſure of his heavenly Father.
Let Pagans and Infidels (who never believed, who never feared God,) fear to dye or deſpair in death, becauſe they dye without hope, Eph. 2.12. Colloſ. 1.20.21. Eph. 1.10. becauſe they have no faith, nor do lay hold on that reconciliation which Jeſus Chriſt hath made between the Lord and gracious ſouls: but let Chriſtians rejoice, and be glad, ever giving thanks unto the Father of mercies, Col. 1.1.2. who hath made them meet to be pertakers of the inheritance [Page]of the Saints in light. Which inheri­rance for ſcituation, is the Empyrean heaven, far above all heavens, where is Chriſt himſelf, to entertain, and glorifie all thoſe who ſleep in him; where is nothing but glory, for all ſuch poor ſouls dying in the Lord; as the King of Glory, to be with all veſſels of glory to accompany us, thrones of glory, to ſit on an eternal wait of eter­nal glory,2 Pet. 2.1.11.  [...], An enterance ſhall be admi­niſtred to you abun­dantly, or (according to the ori­ginall) richly. Phil. 1.23. to put on crowns of glory to wear, a kingdō of glory to poſſeſs; here the ſoul of the departing one cries out, in a bleſſed ecſtaſie, I have enough (bleſſed Lord) I come, I come, having ſo abundant an entrance made for me, into celeſtiall triumphs; bleſ­ſed be God, who hath made me thus willing & deſirous rather to be abſent from the body, and to bee preſent with the Lord; where I am aſſured to find peace without intermiſſion, or pertur­bation; health without ſickneſs; plen­ty without want; wealth without poverty, and everlaſting life, without [Page] death. Of which holy City ſaid Auſtin, when ſhall I come into thy golden ſtreets? when ſhall I ſee, and enjoy the heavenly ſociety of bleſſed ſouls, and that glorious Jubilee? Fain I would come to fruition, but Oh how am I detain'd? anon will death come, behold, ſhe ſtands at the door and knocks, bid her come in, that I may bid her welcome; to whom I am ready to anſwer, as Rebekah did,Gen. 24. to her old near and dear relations, (who were ſo loath to part with her;) I will go with the man; ſo ſay I even withlong-looked-for death, my harbinger, and friend, Oh death I willingly go along with thee, whom my Lord hath made ſo neceſſary, and ſerviceable to me, in my happy tranſ­lation;Acts 10. for (me thinks) I ſee Heaven open, as Peter in his viſion, and the ſon of man (like as Stephen did ſee him) ſtanding at the right hand of God: Oh my ſoul! thou art in a rapture di­vine, to contemplate the things in [Page] heaven, which are ſo unſpeakable and ful of glory.
True, I ſhall (in death) be taken from my deereſt friends, but let not that retard my ſouls willingneſſe to dye; for its not improbable, but I may know my gracious friends in heaven, ſince our divine knowledg there, ſhall not be diminiſhed, but enlarged: hence ſome conclude, we ſhall joy­fully know the Patriachs and Apo­ſtles of our Lord; and this ſeems the more rationall, becauſe Peter, and James, Mat. 17.13. and John, at the transfigurati­on, knew Moſes and Elias, whom they knew not before, ſo ſhall the ſun of righteouſneſs irradiate the Saints, with the celeſtiall beams of his tranſ­cendent glory.
The laſt thing in our ſubmiſſion in the point of death, is to ſhut our own eyes, and to bind up our own jawes when the departing ſoul utters her laſt words, bleſſing God for that land of promiſe, which (like Moſes) ſhee [Page] ſees at a diſtance,Deut. 34.4. Joſ. 23.6, 8, 11.14. ſo Joſhua about to dye ſhuts his own eyes, exhorting the people to fear and ſerve the Lord, ſo did Stephen, who calling on the name of the Lord, fell aſleep, ſo did Simeon, gathered up, diſpoſed and prepa­pared himſelf moſt ſweetly ſinging, Lord now letteſt thou &c.
Our bleſſed Saviour doth as it were ſhut up his own eyes, and bind up his jaws, in that he ſweetly ſubmitted himſelf to the hand of death ſaying,Lu. 23.45. Father into thy hands I do commend my ſpirit, and ſo do all wel prepared ſouls take care to dye under an holy reſig­nation of their bodies to the grave, for a time, & of their departing ſouls, into the hands and boſom, of Jeſus Chriſt, who is our Reuben to take care of our Benjamin, that is,Gen. 42.37. of our im­mortall ſouls, to convey them ſafely unto our Fathers houſe. Thus of the third Exhortation, which is wiſely to ſubmit unto the Lord God, in eve­ry eſtate, in our health, in our ſick­neſs [Page] in the approaches of death, and and at the point of death.
4. Exhortation.
4. Exhort.To friends not to grieve over-much at their departure who dye in the Lord. It is lawful & commendable, it is juſt, and honorable to have ſad thoughts at the loſſe of ſuch friends. If the very Egyptians mourned for old Jacob ſe­venty days, & that with a great & ſore lamentation;Gen. 53. 1 Sam. 15.35. 2 Sam. 13.37. 2 Chro. 35.24. if Samuell mourned for Saul, and David, ſhall not we much more mourn, when the Saints are ta­ken from us? All Judah and Jeruſa­lem mourned for Joſiah: Surely then it is not onely naturall and morall, but it is religious to mourn for old Sime­ons, you owe much honour to them, and may well mourn, you have loſt ſo good a man or woman from your Chriſtian communion,2 Sam. 3.38. ſuch a Father ſuch a Mother or dear relation, or that [Page] there is loſt ſuch an inſtrument of Gods glory, ſo ſerviceable to the Church, and ſtate, ſuch a light and bleſſing to the city or country he liv­ed in. The memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed, Prov. 10.7. Pſa. 112.6. but the name of the wicked ſhall rot; the righteous ſhall bee had in everla­ſting remembrance.
2. You may weep a while, and add to that ſorrow faſting, and abſti­nence, as the valiant men of Jabeſh to the body of Saul, 1 Sam. 31.12.13. 2 Sam. 1.12. and the bodies of his ſons from the wall of Bethſhan, who came to Jabeſh and burnt them there. And took their bones and buried them under a tree at Jabeſh, and faſted ſeven days. And they mourned and wept, and faſted until even; and David faſted for Abner untill even.
3. Friends you may ſet apart long­er or leſſe time for mourning and la­mentation, as David is ſaid to lament with lamentation over Saul and Jona­than his ſon; and bad them teach the children of Judah the uſe of the bow; be­hold[Page]it is written in the book of Jaſher, and ſo he continues his af­fectionate lamentation to the end of the chapter. But you will aſk mee what was the uſe of the bow? the Rab­bins ſay, it was a title given to his la­mentation; others ſay, it was the cloſe of every verſe in this lamentation, when the children of Iſrael did ſing the mournfull elegies of Saul and Jo­nathans death: but a late writer ſaith, that this mention of the Bow, was to intimate unto the Iſraelites how ex­ceeding neceſſary it was to diſcipline their children in the exerciſe of wea­pons, and eſpecially of the Bow; be­cauſe therewith the dexterous Phili­ſtines had moſtly prevailed againſt Saul and his army in this battail; for it is ſaid, the Archers hit him, and hee was ſore wounded of the Archers; 1 Sam. 31.3. and this I take to bee the moſt genuine ſenſe, But now to return.
3. Friends, it hath been very lauda­ble, to waſh the bodies of your noble [Page] and worthy progenitors, and other your relations; ſo you read,Act. 9.37. that they waſhed the body of Dorcas, which I be­lieve was a legall inſtitution; yet ſomthing anſwerable to it, hath ſtill been uſed among Chriſtians.
4. Friends, before you bury your dead, you may be at coſt with them, and bury them in ſweet odours, and rich ointments, which is called em­balming of them,Jer. 34.5. and burning ſweet odours for them; as for Zedekiah King of Judah, thou ſhalt dye in peace, with the burnings of thy Fathers, the former Kings which were before thee, ſo ſhall they burn odours for thee, and lament ſaying, ah Lord! after Joſeph of Ari­mathea had obtained the body of our Saviour of Pilate; he and Nicodemus ſent for of myrh and aloes an hundred pound weight, Joh. 19.38.39. and were at great coſt to enbalm the body of Jeſus. When Mary was at ſo great coſt with Chriſt, ſhe pouring a box of precious ointment upon his head, Chriſt doth apologize [Page] for her,Mat. 26.10. ſaying, why trouble ye the wo­man? for ſhe hath wrought a good work upon me.
5. Friends, you may keep ſolem­nities,Eccl. 30.18. and ſad mourning feaſts, and ſet meat upon the buriall of the juſt, which feaſt is called the bread of men, Ezec. 24.17. and a cup of conſolation, to comfort thoſe that were ſad at heart. I could inſtance many cuſtomes of heathens, who did cut, and wound themſelves, ſcratch the face, pull off their hair, prick and pinch their fleſh, and lay on plaiſters, to make it unſeemly; ſome threw duſt upon their heads, went bare-footed, rent their cloaths, put on ſackcloath; and ſome have uſed minſtrels with ſad tunes; and the Iriſh loud ululations. Some at the funerall of noble men, have uſed a trumpet, and for children of the commonalty they uſed a pipe; and the Romans had their ſkilfull mourning women: but let us who have better learned Chriſt, bee wiſe and ſober, and not betaken [Page] with the vain ſuperſtitions of hea­thens; yet let us interre them, with due reſpect had to their rank, and dignity; wee may provide coſtly Tombs, as Joſeph of Arimathea did for Chriſt, and as they did for the Kings of Iſrael, who were buried in the City of David: but let none exceed their rank and ability, in burying their de­ceaſed friends, in which ſome have been ſo vain, as ſome of the ſons of the Kings of Egypt, who ſpent vaſt trea­ſures in their vain glorious pyrami­des; and in which ſome of the Ro­mans were ſo vain, that they made a law none ſhould exceed ſuch a coſt; we muſt be wiſe, moderate, and ſo­ber in our mournings. As godly Sime­ons are not unwilling to dy, from their neareſt relations, when God will: ſo neither may Chriſtian friends lanch forth into immoderate ſorrows, when the Lord hath qualified them for their bleſſed change, and given them to ſee the ſalvation of the Lord.
[Page]
To draw to a concluſion, take theſe additionall rules, and directions, by way of advice, and caution. Friends, it becomes you not to be Stoically in­ſenſible, nor to grieve over-much; Saint Paul would not have his Theſ­ſalonians ignorant concerning them that are aſleep; 1 Theſ. 4 13. that they may not ſorrow, even as others which have no hope. The rules bee ſix, the firſt is, 
	1. For moderation.
	2. For timely pacification.
	3. For ſatisfaction.
	4. For conſolation.
	5. Aſweet mixture of joy and ſorrow.
	6. An holy acquieſcence.

1 Modera.To the firſt, The Scriptures bid you mourn, but moderately, you may bee much affected, but manage it wiſely; the two ſiſters of Lazarus did mourn, but with good mediocrity, for they knew he ſhould riſe again; Joh. 11.24. and our [Page] bleſſed Saviour groaned in Spirit, and was ſore troubled, who yet well fore­knew that he ſhould awake out of that dead ſleep, wherein he had layen ſo many days. Remember then, that the Holy Ghoſt puts on holy rains up­on our affections of grief,Job. 1.21. the Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, bleſ­ſed bee the name of the Lord; where Job was moderated, by the all-wiſe-diſpoſing ſoveraignty of God.
Again, a Saint never dyes, but (in a ſenſe) God wants him, and hee whom God gave to be ſuch a friend, the ſame God takes him again, be­cauſe hee needs him; you will ſay you have need he ſhould have li­ved longer: but whoſeneed muſt take place, yours or God's? yours, to whom ſuch a friend was lent ſo long? or God's need, whoſe hee was? who muſt, and will have him nearer to himſelf, in a more celeſtiall imploy­ment, and that to all eternity; you muſt ſuffer this conſideration to alter [Page] the ſtreams of your grief, and to ex­change it into a ſweet ſubmiſſion, unto your gracious Lord God. Friend, (or dear relations) ſuffer not your ſelves to be tranſported with ſwelling diſ­pleaſure, or other mutining paſſion, becauſe the main intereſt of thy friend is laid up in God, perhaps thou ſayeſt, Oh! it was my dear father, my tender mother, my ſweet brother, or ſiſter, my ſon or my daughter, whoſe life, and mine ſeem to be bundled to­gether; he or ſhe was my right hand, my right eye, and will God take ſuch an one from mee? I had rather hee ſhould take any one elſe, yea, my ve­ry ſelf, to have ſpared ſuch an one: thus fooliſhly do ſome paſſionate ones rangle with the juſt determina­tions of their omnipotent Lord God; as churliſh Nabal did with well deſer­ving David; 1 Sam. 25. Naball refuſed to part with ſome of his proviſions, to relieve David and his hungry ſouldiers, by whom Naball and his flocks had been [Page] ſo preſerved: Naball anſwers with ex­poſtulations, & with pleading his pro­priety in his bread, his water, and fleſh, as thou doſt thine, in thy friends; hence he concludes that Davids motion was very unjuſt, and the moſt unreaſona­ble, that could have been made, what ſaith he, ſhal I take my bread, my water, and my fleſh, that I have killed, and pre­pared for my ſheerers, and ſhall I ſend it to I know not whom, nor whence they be? There be many ſervants (now adaies) which break away every man from his maſter. What is come upon me ſaies Naball? Who is David? & who is the ſon of Jeſſe? See we had need of this mo­deration when God ſends croſſe pro­vidences to us, elſe we ſhall murmur againſt the Lord himſelf, and this murmuring is a great ſin.
The ſecond rule is timely pacifica­tion, we muſt not mourn over-much,2 Timely pacificati­on. or over-long, when God takes away our friends;Jer. 31.15. Mat. 2.18. this will be to call Gods wiſdome into queſtion, it was Rachels [Page] fault that ſhe refuſed to be comforted; but it was Jobs high commendation, that he was timely quieted and ſatiſ­fied, after the loſſe of ſo many friends, and ſuch an abounding eſtate, from hence, that it was the ſoveraign Lord God that had done it; he compoſeth his mind, and bleſſeth God not onely when he was full of children, and wealth; but when he was emptied of both, and that by Satans malice and other malignant adverſaries, even then did Job bleſſe the Lord, Job. 12.1. and gave him thanks: what for the death of his children? what for the loſſe of his goods, and eſtate? what for the loſs of his reputation amongſt his hollow hearted friends? no, not ſimply ſo, but from this conſideration, it is the great Jehovah the Lord of hoſts, let God do what he ſhall pleaſe with me, with my relations, and with all that I call mine, yet I ſtil find abundant cauſe to thank him: what, when God ſhall thunder and lighten againſt him, with ſtorms [Page] and tempeſts from heaven, from earth from hell? what, when hee ſhal ſhake the high Cedars, as if he meant to pul them up, and deſtroy them root and branch, and make the earth to tremble (as you may imagine?) when ſo many evills crowded in upon him? when the grown up children of his own body were ſlain?1 Pet. 4.14. then to ſay bleſ­ſed be the name of the Lord, & ſo timely to be content, ſurely the ſpirit of glo­ry, and of God did reſt upon humble and holy Job the ſervant of the Lord. The ſpirit is out of reſt, like Noahs dove, hove ring about, not finding where to rest the ſoul of her foot, till ſhe came to the Ark; ſo the Godly-wiſe, under their ſoaking afflictions go from place to place, till they come to the Lords ſanctuary, and mercy ſeat, where they find rich materialls of praiſing, and bleſſing God, in their afflictions, and for their afflictions; ſuppoſe it be loſſe of an eminent father, or any o­ther neere or dear relation, of chil­dren, [Page] as Jobs was,Job. 1.13. to the 20. they feaſting one a­nother, to maintain and enjoy bro­therly love and concord; then to bee deſtroyed by a violent tempeſt, bea­ting down the houſe by the power, and malice of the Devill; who alſo (but a little before) had all his ca­mells taken by plunder, and his ſer­vants ſlain by the cruell ſword; a litttle before that, alſo had his flock of ſheep and his ſervants with them burnt with fire from Heaven; and a little before that had his oxen plowing, and his Aſ­ſes feeding by them, all violently taken away by the Sabeans: which aggrava­ting gradations might have eternized his ſorrows, but holy Job wel had lear­ned, that as God is not always chiding, neither muſt we be always mourning; beſides he did aſſure himſelf, that the rod of the wicked, Pſ 103.9. Pſ. 125.3. ſhall not always reſt upon the lot of the righteous; and how­ever it be, yet God is good to his Iſ­rael.
Thirdly for ſatisfaction, which re­ſpects [Page] the goodneſſe of God towards thee, and towards thy loſt friends. Friends in Gods name mourn, yet cō ­ſider that your friend that is dead, did war a good warfare,2 Tim. 4.7. & combate with implacable foes, did fight the good fight, did finiſh his courſe, did keep the faith; and was kept by the mighty power of God to ſalvation. Conſider, he is now dead in the peace of God, and is even now enjoying what was promiſed, in Abraham's boſom; is now reaping what he ſowed, and inſulting over all his ſpirituall adverſaries; faith is now in fruition, & thy friends ſoul is now wearing that Crown of glo­ry, which Chriſt had purchaſed with his deareſt blood. And now conſider, is it any branch of religious reaſon, now to be murmuring and complain­ing of our loſſe, as if it had been irre­pairable to our ſelves, or our friends; ſince our friend is with the Lord, Rom. 8.37. is more then a conqueror through him that loved him, and is rejoicing, praiſing, [Page] and magnifying the Lord, as for other mercies, ſo for death; which came ſo ſeaſonably, and ſo graciouſly to de­liver Chriſt's priſoner out of durance, to diſcharge Chriſt's valiant ſouldier from fighting with ſpirituall adverſa­ries, who command, to triumph for ever over them; to live and reign with Chriſt in heaven; and to bee enthroniz'd into a kingdom of glory, and to be actually in the great aſſem­bly ſaying, Rev. 19.1.3. and ſinging Hallelujah, Hal­lelujah, ſalvation, power, and glory bee to our God; Hallelujah, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Well then, let us be glad & rejoice; ſince living friends are no looſers by thy gracious friends departure, and ſince deceaſed friends are ſuch gainers, put off your ſable weeds, and rejoice for ſuch as you be­lieve do dye in the Lord, imitate their holy foot-ſteps,Phil. 3.17. follow them as they followed Chriſt, put on the (milkie white) garments of holineſs and righteouſneſs all your days, till you can [Page] ſay, you are gainers by death, and ſhal in God's time be tranſlated, to be for ever with your friends,Rom. 16.7 who were in Chriſt before you, as Saint Paul ſpake; & went to heaven before you, to ſee, & enjoy that ſalvation which Simeon ſpake of in the text, where you ſhall bee aſſured of mirth, without mour­ning, of life without death, of an im­mortal crown, without any croſs at all.
The fourth concerns thy conſo­lation,Conſola. and ſo bee comforted who tookeſt all due care, to walk as a Chriſtian, with holy, tender, and a­bounding affections towards thy dear friend, when, and while, he or ſhee lived with thee; aſk thy ſelf, what Chriſtian communion thou had'ſt? what care and watching over thy friend, in all good offices of love? didſt diſcover thy ſelf a friend to his ſoul? did'ſt admoniſh, exhort, reprove, or comfort him, according to thy beſt ability, and his neceſſity? waſt much in prayer, by humble ſeeking God, [Page] to beg every bleſſing which thy friend did want? did'ſt do all the offices of love to thy friend in his ſickneſs, or under any need of thy help? if thou waſt ſincere in this matter thou mai'ſt be comforted; and bleſſe the Lord who gave thee ſuch an heart, and now that the Lord hath taken thy friend into an higher ſtory of divine favour; be better perſwaded, well knowing that God calls thee now to other work upon which to attend, and leave thy friend to the Lord, be­take thy ſelf to ſerve his good provi­dence among the living, who do ſur­vive. Somewhat wee ſee of this in David, 2 Sam. 12. while the child was very ſick, 15 David beſought God for the child, hee 16 faſted, and went in and lay all night on the earth, nor would he bee raiſed from 17 the earth, by the elders of his houſe, nei­ther would he eat bread with them; On 18 the ſeventh day the child dyed, of which when David had heard, then he aroſe from the earth, he waſhed and anointed [Page]himſelf, changed his apparell, and came into the houſe of the Lord, and worſhip­ped; and when hee required, they ſet bread before him, and he did eat: At which carriage of his, his ſervants 20 much marvelled, ſaying, what thing is this that thou haſt done? thou did'ſt 21 faſt, and weep, when the child was a­live, and when it was dead, thou did'ſt 22 ariſe and eat bread: and David an­ſwered, while the child was yet alive, I faſted, and wept, for I ſaid ſaid, who can tell whether the Lord will bee gra­cious to mee, that the child may live? but now hee is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt? can I bring him baek again, I ſhal go to him; but hee ſhall not return to mee? And David comforted Bathſhe­ba. Thus there is a time to be born, Eccl. 3.2. and a time to dye: a time to weep, and a time to laugh: a time to mourn, and a time to dance.
Fiftly our dolorous mournings,5. A ſweet mixture of joy and ſorrow in our mour­ning. muſt not be without ſome mixture of joy, the loſſe of beloved friends may ſeem [Page] deſperate and irrecoverable, and the ſorrow is the more exuberant, but yet there is joy again, which doth ſurmount in the gracious ſoul to allay it's bitterneſſe; who can looſe nothing of the creature, but it is made up in God, repaid in Chriſt, with a great o­verplus; therefore ſorrow may not al­waies abide upon his ſpirit: if he ſor­row, that any ſtream of his comfort is cut off, it is but turning him to the fountain, and he hath all made up to him again, and he rejoyceth bleſſing God, who ſaith to him, as Elkanah to Hannah, am not I to thee inſtead of more friends? ſo ſays God to the mour­ner, I am to thee inſtead of all & more then all; And thus as faſt as doth thy ſorrow abound, ſo faſt and faſter do thy conſolations ſuperabound.
That dear friends be dead, that is ſad to hear of or to ſee, but that mor­tality is put off, to put on immortali­ty, that's joyful; that death hath ſwal­lowed up our friends may grieve us, but that death is ſwallowed up of life, [Page] that doth rejoyce us; that friends be departed ſeems to begin a deſolation, but that they be delivered from their body of ſin from grinding pains, from deſtroying diſeaſes, from unru­ly luſts and ſinful paſſions, from ſtrong and dangerous temptatitions, from fiery darts, from Satans wiles and me­thods; all this is matter of joy: you who exceed in your mournings for your loving parents and dear friends, taken out of this world, I may fear you believe ſomewhat in this worlds glory, to be very lovely, and truly good, and more excelling then the Scriptures ever ſpake of, and there­fore you ſo mourn at your friends be­ing bereaved of and taken away from that good; when as (indeed) all that is below and ſublunar is fading, and periſhing, and all that is below Jeſus Chriſt and the glory to come,Eccleſ. 1.2. ſtained va­nitie emp­tineſſe  [...] is but a melancholly lump of vanity and vexation of ſpirit; which made the Pſalmiſt ſay, that every man in his beſt [Page]eſtate, is altogether vanity: you ſeem to forget that the whole creation groans under this vanity, and travelleth in pain, together till now, and not onely they, Rom. 22.23. but our ſelves alſo which have the firſt fruits of the ſpirit; even we our ſelves groan within our ſelves waiting for the adoption to wit the redemption of our bodyes: when God ſees good to take away our gracious friends, he takes them from ſuch vanities and perturbations, as under which they do groan; that we might not onely be ſatisfied with his diſpenſation, but bleſſe God and ſay, be it ſo Lord ac­cording to thy word.
When you think of your friends long languiſhing ſickneſs, ſore pains, weariſome days and nights, and of the cruell ſtroak of death; then like Heſhbons pools our eyes be full of wa­ter, and like houſe-ſpouts tears run down our cheeks; but man of ſorrow recollect thy ſelf and wiſely conſider that by deaths hand all pains ſickneſſes [Page] and ſorrows are finallized, and there ſhall never be one tear ſorrow or pain more; thy body is laid to ſleep as in a ſweet bed of roſes, till the generall reſurrection, and thy ſoul is at perfect reſt and eaſe, is carried by the bleſ­ſed Angells into thy Lords armes of ſweateſt embraces, and hath the ſame entertainment as Chriſts humane ſoul and body had, after his bleſſed aſcen­tion, whom the Angells brought to the Antient of days; Dan. 7.13. ſo doth Chriſt pre­ſent the ſouls of his Saints departed to the father. Do'ſt grieve and canſt not be comforted? Oh change thy minds affection as thy friend is chan­ged! for he is received into heaven with the ſame acclamations as Chriſt himſelf was welcomed, only it ſhal be according to thy meaſure and capaci­ty By this time, I hope I have wiped off all tears from thy eyes, & put a ſweet handkerchiefe into thine hands to do it thy ſelf: Then meditate much, and ſay it oft bleſſed are the dead that dye in [Page]the Lord, or rather that ſleep in the Lord that they may live for ever. Pretious ſoul do not mourn unmeaſurably, for ſuch who are triumphant in heaven, being cloathed in long white robes, and waſhed in the blood of the Lamb; who at the generall reſtauration of all things, ſhall claſpe and imbrace us as we them being made like to Chriſt's most glorious body. Thou then who haſt been long a mourner, gather up thy ſpirits, God hath provided thou ſhalt not want thy friend, himſelf will make up all to thee ſo far as is good for thee, as he did to Job before; his hand is not ſtraightned, he can raiſe up better friends, and compoſe thy ſpirit with an holy contentment,Ambroſ. ſtantem lego, flen­tem non lego. as the Father ſays he did the ſpirit of the virgin Mary, who ſtanding by the croſſe of Chriſt, was not ſeen to let fall one tear.
Sixtly and laſtly, be perſwaded to quit thy ſurcharged heart of all ſad diſquietting thoughts; for immode­rate [Page] grief may not bee continued, without the ſin of muttering, and murmuring againſt the all-wiſe pro­vidence of God, which is high rebel­lion againſt his wiſedom, and dignity; as if thou (poor ſhallow creature) kneweſt better then he, what was, or what had been beſt: go to God in faith, caſt thy ſelfe down before him, humbly, believingly, for there's e­nough in God, to make thee whole; go to him in humble prayer, com­mend thy caſe abſolutely to him, and engage thy ſelf determinately to bee at his appointment, in this thy preſent condition; and ſay, Lord, I am in thine hand, do by me thy ſervant, and mine, as ſhall ſe em good in thine eyes; And laſtly, acquieſce ſweetly in the ſufficiency, and al-ſufficiency of thy Lord God. And this is the fourth exhortation, wherein we had the ob­ſequies of friends mourning for them, that dye in the Lord; in ſeven parti­culars, and rules unto mourners in ſix [Page] particulars. Thus have I endeavour­ed according to my weak meaſure and ſmall talent, to raiſe up and re­vive departed Simeon, that in him I might ſet before you a gracious ſer­vant of the Lord, who lived holi [...]y, and dyed happily; and left a ſweet ſa­vour behind him unto ſucceeding ge­nerations; that in ages to come the people of God may walk in the way which he had proved, and hold by the golden line of Simeon's faith, till they depart in peace, and their eyes do ſee their ſalvation, as Simeon did; which the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt vouchſafe unto us, of his everlaſting love, and infinite mercy. Amen, and Amen.

FINIS.
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In obitum Illuſtriſſimi viri, ROBER­TI HARLEY, Equitis honora­tiſſimi ordinis Balnei.
MUſarum vertex obiit, fidúmque Minervae
Palladium, patriae gloria, fama togae.
Quem culmen ſibi, quem coryphaeum agnóve togati,
Quem ſibi legerunt omnibus Alpha libris.
Pauperibus, quorum tenuis ſors eſſe negabat
Edoctos,  [...] utrumque dedit,
Nec ceſſat propriis de vectigalibus hauſtis
Flaminibus ſtipem larga dicare manus;
Quin nummis puduit perituris parcere, major
Cui proventus opes non habuiſſe fuit.
Cumque ipſo navem quiſquam conſcendit eandem,
Cui virtus fuerat, cui cynoſura fides.
Eximium hinc meritus titulum, non ille creatus
Sed proprio fuerat munere factus eques.
Quippe ſuas ſumpſit ſolâ virtute ſecures,
Ipſe ſibi Conſul, faſcis & ipſe ſibi.
Quem nec honor, nec ſeduxit commiſſa poteſtas,
Sed regere & populum novit, & imperium;
Quotquot Jacobo numerabat rege ſenatus
Anglia, te vivo (Carole) quotquot erat,
 [...] Senatoris toties excepit, & haeres
Succeſsórque fuit continuò ipſe ſuus.
Hunc duo Poſtremi tantúm excluſere ſenatus,
Et ſolùm canâ fronte Senator erat.
Tandem obiens cecinit Servum dimitte ſalute,
Vitâ, quae tecum condita (Chriſte) fuit.
Plenâ mente, fide, poſſis ut dicere rurſus
Vel naſci Chriſtum, vel Simeona mori.
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