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Master Speaker.

I Have waited to finde you free from greater bu­ſineſſes, that I might crave leave to ſpeake of ſome things concerning my ſelfe, and this I have the more deſired ſince my Lord of Canterburies Peti­tion, who expreſſing his troubles, and bewayling the miſery of his condition, and of the condition of the Church of England (for hee would needs ioyne them [Page]together) which I thinke he may, as the cauſe and ef­fect, (for the miſeries of the Church have certainly riſen from him.) as alſo he inſiſted much upon this, that theſe troubles had befallen him through the ma­lice of two parties, the Papiſts, and the Sectaries, and by thoſe he ſaid the Church was greatly afflicted, how farre this man will extend this word Sectary, and whom he will comprehend under it I know not, but I have cauſe to feare; that I may lye under ſome miſ­apprehenſions in reſpect of matters of this Nature, which how farre it concerneth him, your Lordſhips will perceive by what I ſhall ſay. My Lord of Canter­bury a man of a meane birth, bred up in a Colledge (and that to frequently falls out to be in a faction, whoſe narrow comprehenſions extended it ſelfe no further, then to carry on a ſide in the colledge, or can­vas for a proctors place in the Vniverſity, being ſud­denly advanced to higheſt places of Government in Church and State, had not his heart inlarged, by the inlargement of his fortunes, but ſtill the maintaining of his party, was that which filled all his thoughts, which he proſecuted with ſo much violence, and in­conſiderateneſſe, that he had not an eye to ſee the con­ſequences thereof to Church ſtate; untill he brought both into ſuch diſtractions, danger and diſhonour which we now finde our ſelves incompaſſed with all.
My Lords, as for me he hath beene pleaſed to ſay that he had obſerved me, not to come to prayers and added that I was in his knowledge, as great a Separa­tiſt as any was in England.
For the firſt of theſe that he chargeth upon me, it may be hee was willing to have it thought that I [Page]would not joyne in prayer with your Lordſhips, (which is altogether falſe, for I ſhould moſt willingly joyne in prayer with you, and further I will adde that I doe not thinke but ſome ſet formes of prayer by ſome men, in ſome caſes, may be lawfully uſed, but this is that which I am not ſatisfied in that, a certaine number of men ſhould uſurpe an authority unto themſelves, to frame certaine prayers, and formes of divine ſervice, and when that is done under the name of the Church, to enjoyne them upon all perſons in all times, and upon all occaſions to be uſed, and no other.
This ſets aſide the gifts and graces which Chriſt hath given; and thruſts out the excerciſe of them to ſubſtitute in their places, and introduce a device of man, This mu­nition of ſuch formes upon all men, turnes that which in the beginning neceſſity brought in, for the helpe of inſu­ficiency, to be now the continuance and maintenance of inſufficiency, and a barre to the excerciſe of able and ſuf­ficient gifts, and graces, as if becauſe ſome men had need to make uſe of crutches, all men ſhould be prohibited, the uſe of their leggs, and inioyned to take up ſuch crutches as have beene prepared for thoſe who have no leggs, as for my part I will not refuſe to come to prayer; for I take the ſinne then to be perſonall, and to reſide in the perſon officiating onely I know not whether I expreſſe my ſelfe clearely in this or not, and it may ſeeme to be a vice ſcrupuloſitie, give me leave therefore to indeavour to cleare it by an inſtance or two, in the time of the law when God appointed himſelfe to be worſhiped by offe­rings, and ſacrifices, the ſhadowes and tipes of thoſe truthes which were to come, if a poore man that had not ability to bringe a Bullocke, or a Rame, or a [Page]Lambe, had brought a paire of Turtle Doves, or two younge Pigeons, it would have beene in him an acceptable ſervice, but if a man of abilitie who had Heards and flockes, ſhoulde out of negligence or coveteouſneſſe have ſpared the coſte of a Bullocke or a Rame, and brought young Pigeons, his ſervice would have bene reiected, how much more would the ſervice have been abomination if men ſhould have taken autho­ritie, to have inioyned all to bring noe other but Turtle or young Pigeons, becauſe ſome were not able to doe more.
Now in this time of the goſpell God hath appointed the fooliſhneſſe of preaching, for ſo the world accountes it to be the meanes whereby he will ſave thoſe that be­leive, I conceive that where there are noe giftes enable­ing men to preach, there might be a lawful & profitable uſe of reading of printed ſermons and Homilies and in ſuch caſe they might very lawfully be heard, but if ſome men upon pretence to prevent extravagant preaching ſhould take upon them to publiſh and ſett forth a booke of pub­licke and common ſermons, fitt for all times and occati­ons, and ſhould enioyne miniſters to conforme to thoſe, and uſe noe preaching at all, this would make it utterly unlawfull, and to be profeſſed againſt, as that which were the bringing in of a human device & munition the place and inſtead of Gods ordinance, and therefore the evill of it would ſoone appeare to us if ſo inioynd. Therefore I hope your Lordſhipps will in that reſpect lett me ſtand right in your opinions, and I ſhall now end with two re­queſts.
The one that your Lordſhippes will pleaſe to pardon me for troublinge you with ſo longe adiſcourſe con­cerning my ſelfe.
[Page] The ſecond is humbly to intreate of you that where you know there is one and the ſame God worſhiped, one and the ſame faith embraced, one, and the ſame ſpirit moveing, workeing love and an unblameable converſa­tion with out any offence to the ſtate in your brethren that in all theſe concure with you, will not ſuffer them (for Ceremonies and things to you indifferent) but not to them, but theſe which with out offence to the ſtate, or preiudice to the Church you may take of, to be thruſt out of the Land, as it weare and cutt of from the native Countrie, for if thus you ſhall wound the conſciences of your brethren, you will certainely offend and ſinne a­gainſt Chriſt.
FINIS.
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