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MAY your Honour with the reſt of your Worſhipfull Brethren, with all that ſhall ſee heare or read this writing, conſider and underſtand, how that Separatiſts caled Browniſts, why they ſhould bee courted and impriſoned, for the way they walk in, I much marvel at. Truth may be blamed, but it can never be ſhamed: theſe reaſons I give for it.
Firſt, they are a people very deſirous to make the Scripture the rule, and patterne of their lives and acti­ons [Page] during their extancy in this mortall life. And King James of bleſſed memory told Maſter Burton, that thoſe men that did ſo walke as neere as the frail­tie of the fleſh would let them, in avoyding the vani­ty and vitiouſnes of the times, hee loved immutably, and ſo do I: and ſo ſhould we all doe, if we will doe as we ought, Saint Peters rule comprehends the whole Law of God for a good Chriſtian to imitate. 
	1. Is Sobriety in reſpect of ones ſelfe?
	2. Vprightnes in reſpect of our Chriſtian Brethren?
	3. Of Holineſſe towards God, and this three-fould cord is not quickly broke.

 And according to theſe rules do that Sect of Separatiſts, called Browniſts walke, and thoſe good Chriſtian Proteſtants called Puritants, or round-heads prick cares walk: but ſhame­leſſe ruffians paſt grace and good manners, with black mouthed Tertullus will bee babling: when the ſhame lieth in length of their owne haire. Is it not a ſhame for a man to weare long haire, if they will not be­leeve me they may Saint Paul: I have digreſſed a lit­tle to my m [...]tter, This Sect of Seperatiſts called Brow­niſts endevour according to Saint Peters Rule to live.
Firſt, ſoberly, in reſpect of themſelves, and ſo are no drunkards, or at leaſt no common ones if they fall; and which of us Proteſtants doe not, in a large field; yet I am confident they riſe againe by ſerious contri­tion and repentance.
Secondly, they live uprightly in reſpect of their Chriſtian Brethren, uſing faire and honeſt dealing betweene man and man; if there be a cloſe Hypocrite amongſt them, as Iudas amongſt the Apoſtles, and is [Page] our owne wheat ſo cleane as to have no co [...]kell, or kernell in it, let us not then condemne all for ſome a generality for a particularity.
Thirdly they live holily towards God, and it ex­cellently appeareth in their frequent receiving of the Sacrament, and in having a reverend regard of the name of God, not daring to take it in vaine; much leſſe to curſe ſweare or blaſpheme that holy name, by which they are ſealed to the day of Redemption: beſides the Sun-day moſt properly named the Saboth day, or Lords day they celibrate, not in luxury or wan­toneſſe, not in ryot or exceſſe, not in hobihorſing morris dancing, carding diceing bowling, wreſtling, tip­ling, ſporting, gaming, or unneceſſary idleing or vain ſpending that day, or the evening thereof in unneſſe­ſarie walking to take the ayre, and ſo forth: but in ſanctifying that day as the Lord requireth, & as is pre­ſcribed in the Practice of Piety, a Book we allow good, and made by the Spirit of God: which tells that if we doe not ſanctifie that day, and every part thereof, we ſhall never keepe a Saboth with the Lord in Heaven. Me thinks whenwe conſider our neglects in this du­tie, we ſhould tremble to puniſh theſe good and god­ly people by courting or impriſoning them.
Object. Theſe are good things, and wee like the people well, being ſo carefull to pleaſe God, but why will they not come to heare our Lyturgie, or our Mi­niſters preach?
Anſw. Time would not give way to ſatisfie in an­ſwer to that, but their reaſons ſhall bee given as ſpee­dily as may bee, they ſhall bee ſo plaine that hee that runs may read.
[Page]
And now becauſe they are counted, and ſaid to be by too many of us Proteſtants worſe then Papiſts, I ſhall here prove the contrary.
Firſt it is one thing to erre in opinion, and tell mee which of us Proteſtants Divines, and others do not?
Secondly it is another thing to erre in fundamen­tall truths; in the firſt they may as wee our ſelves, in the latter for fundamentalls they doe not, and ſo are not worſe, but better then the Papiſts. 
	Reall preſence in the Euchariſt.
	Merit of Heaven by good works.
	Purgatorie for ſoules to reſt in after death.
	Pardon for ſinnes preſent and to come.
	Prohibiting Mariage to the Clergie, with a vow to it.

Originall ſin, nor actuall tranſgreſſion in the bleſſed Virgin Mary; and that ſhee is glorified in body, and ſits at her ſons right hand in Heaven, making interceſ­ſion for them.
That thoſe that die in veniall ſinnes on the want of ſatisfaction, are by prayer delivered out of Purgato­rie, and ſo paſſe immediately into Heaven.
Maintaining Stewes, taking a million of mony, or more yearely by the ſin of whoredomes and unclean­neſſe.
Theſe though many more might bee named, all contrary to fundamentall truths, the Papiſts hold and beleeve. Now I hope never a one of us Proteſtants will ever cenfure, or acknowledge, that Separa­tiſts (otherwiſe called from Browne Browniſts, as we call from Luther Lutherans, or from Calvin Calviniſts, not but they were long before ever Maſter Browne [Page] was) I ſay, ever beleeve any of this Sect to be guilty of theſe, or other fundamentall truths, and ſo are better then Papiſts: and ſhall I ſay, looking on our own lives and wayes, (would God I could not) better then many of us prophane, and luke-warme Proteſtants: It is e­ver good to ſpeake truth, and to ſet the ſaddle on the right horſe, and I pray God grant, that wee Pro­teſtants may make their lives, and actions in all godli­neſſe our rules and patternes to walke by, however never prove railing Rabſhakes, or ſcoffing Shimeis a­gainſt our brothren, and I verily beleeve to Gods deare ones.
And I am confident theſe Separatiſts called Browniſts, doe tender the perſon and welfare of his Majeſtie, ſo highly, that to doe him good and ſervice, they would ſtake eſtate and life for it: many have prote­ſted it ſeriouſly, and as really I beleeve it, and they that doe not, I queſtion whether they be good Chriſti­ans to God, or good ſubjects to his anoynted: had this Sect ever their hearts dipt in bloud in all their per­ſecutions, or moleſtations, or were ever Traytors to the Crowne and Sate?
Object. They have beene kept under, and could not hurt us.
Anſ. And ſo have the Papiſts, but would have hurt us; but theſe people would have endured wrong, and ſuffered patiently, knowing they have thanks with God thereunto, were they called, and if they could they would not, for their Religion is no bloudy one, and ſo long wee need not be afraid, for wee ſhall ne­ver be hurt I warrant you by them, either in eſtate or life, if there were ten times more then there are of them.
[Page]
God bleſſe and preſerve our Gracious King, our Royall Queene, the Noble Off-ſpring, all the Honou­rable Lords, Right worſhipfull and worſhipfull. Bur­geſſes▪ now aſſembled in the High Court of Parlie­ment, and the whole Realme, and ſend us peace and truth in Ieſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.
ARON STREATER Divine, and licenſed Phyſitian.

FINIS.


§
[Page]
A LETTER SENT TO MY LORD MAIOR. AND His Venerable BRETHEREN:
By no Athiſt, no Papiſt, no Arminian, no Ana­baptiſt, no Familiſt, no Separatiſt, or Browniſt; but an honeſt beleeving Proteſtant, and that becauſe that Sepa­ratiſt otherwiſe called Browniſt, was in many mens account ſaid and held to be worſe then Papiſt.
Written by A. S.
[depiction of a pig being bled]
LONDON, Printed in the yeare, MDCXLII.
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