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Strange and Terrible News, from HOLLAND, AND YARMOUTH. BEING, A Perfect Relation, concerning the Inunda­tion of the South Sea; And of its drowning the rich and populous City of Amſterdam; with di­vers other places in Frieſland, Holland, Brabant, and Flanders, and the names of them.
ALSO, The Over-flowing of the River of Rhine, and ſink­ing 60 Pariſh Churches, and drowning 100000 men, women and children; and how they row in Boats near Amſterdam, over the tops of houſes.
TOGETHER, With the Breaking in of the Sea at Soal (near Yar­mouth) drowning a great part of the Country and ma­ny Cattle; Alſo caſting many Ships upon the Land, and forcing others to Sea in that ſtorm.
LONDON, Printed by Robert Wood. 1651.


A Perfect Relation, concerning the In-undation of the South Sea; and the drowning of the rich and popu­lous City of Amſterdam; with di­vers other places in Holland, Bra­bant, and Flanders.
[Page]
[Page]
SIR,

MAn, though he be abſolute in himſelf, and ſtands upon his own Bottom, yet may be wrought upon by examples and com­pariſons with others; for by that means he may ſee what he is, or what he may be; For events are not ſo confined to any one ſpecial ſub­ject or Country, but that they may be as inci­dent to another; and none can plead a freedom to be exempted, whiles our infirmities lay us all open to the Rod of Divine Juſtice; there­fore, ſince mitigations of puniſhments are new [Page] mercies, let our afflictions heighten your thankfulneſs. Sir, on the 5 of March (new ſtile) there happened a mervailous in-undation of waters in this City and in ſeveral other parts of Holland and Frieſland, occaſioned by the over-flowing of the South-Sea, that (to the remembrance of the oldeſt man living) the like hath not been known of in theſe Provinces; I am perſwaded you will have it ſeverally rela­ted in London, and perhaps ſome will make our miſeries appear greater then they are to the eye of the world; therefore for your ſa­tisfaction, and the reſt of my good friends, I have endeavoured to ſend you a brief, but true account of the ſtate of that buſineſs.
The winde blowing hard Northweſt, cauſed an extraordinary Floud, which at firſt we re­garded not, but the Winde keeping in that corner, drove the water ſo exceſſively into the City, that it overflowed the Bourgwals, and broke into Cellars and Warehouſes to the ut­ter ruine of divers people (eſpecially on the South-ſide of the City) who were forced to take to their chambers for refuge; but by the mercy of God, the water breaking through St. Anthony's Dike, preſerved the City, drown­ing the Diemer-meer, Bildmer-meer, and ſ [...] ­veral [Page] other places, deſtroying men, women, and children, beaſts and Cattle; and had the Wind continued Northweſt 3 hours longer, this Ci­ty had not ſuffered alone, for Haerlem would have been deſtroyed and waſhed away, and Leyden, Delf, and the Hague, had been alſo endangered; but the winde turning Southweſt they are preſerved, and we hope by Gods bleſſings and our own endeavours, to be ſud­denly freed. In Brabant the Sea hath likewiſe exceeded his bounds, and deſtroyed two Poul­ders or In-lands, the one called Ouſterweel, and the other Calou: Alſo Flanders is not free from ſuffering in this kinde, for Albertus Poulder lyes quite under water; And in Frieſ­land there are ſeveral places deſtroyed, whoſe names we are not yet acquainted with. There are many reported to have loſt their lives in (and about Amſterdam, in) this in-undation, but the certainty of this being not yet known, I have forborn to inſert it; reſolving in my next to give you ample ſatisfaction: Intreat­ing you to accept of this, from the hand of him, who aſſuredly is;
Amſterdam, March. 10. 1651. ſtyl. nov.
 SIR, Your faithful honourer, G. T.



The true Copy of a Letter, ſent by a Gentleman now reſi­dent in Amſterdam, to an Ʋncle of his dwelling in London.
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SIR,

MY reſpects remembred, &c. Theſe few lines are to let you underſtand the great judgment of the Lord againſt this Nation; About a Month ſince, the River of Rhine breaking down its banks, the water over-flowed with ſuch violence, that it ſunk 60 Pariſh Chur­ches. And his anger being not altoge­ther appeaſed, on the 23 of this month, there happened ſuch an extraordinary ſpring-tide in Amſterdam, that houſe-keepers were driven to betake themſelvs to their chambers, by reaſon of the deepneſs of the waters; but it pleaſed God, that the water forcing its paſ­ſage through a bank, conveyd the water thorough the City into parts adjacent, by which means we were preſerved, [Page] otherwiſe we had undoubtedly periſh­ed; but the country by that means is ſo over-flowed, that they rowe with their boats over the tops of houſes; Alſo the water ran into Frieſland, in­ſomuch, that it is ſuppoſed there can­not be leſs then one hundred thouſand people drowned; Thus deſiring to make an end of theſe my ſad lines, which are neither delightful to write, nor pleaſant to reade; I reſt,
SIR, Yours to command till death: Peter Malbone.
 Amſterdam, Feb. 28. ſtyl. vet. 1651.



The Copy of a Letter from Yarmouth, touch­ing the Breaking in of the Sea, at Soal-Marſh, and drowning part of the Country.
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SIR,

SInce my laſt of the 3d inſtant, here hath happened a great and ſudden change, to the great amaze­ment of the inhabitants in theſe parts, and the im­poveriſhing of many; the Almighty having been pleaſed once more to chaſtiſe us (as we may juſtly attribute it) for our ſtubborneſs and diſobe­dience in walking contrary to his Laws and Ordi­nances, and refuſing to be humbled for our ſins, and to return praiſe and thanks to him for his former mercies, and deliverances, vouchſafed to us the laſt year, when the Sea made inundations in divers pla­ces, and yet did not much harm: But (about the 5 inſtant) the Sea broke into the Marſhes at Soal (a place not far from this Town) with ſuch violence, that it hath drowned a great part of the Country, and many Cattle; But the Ships that lay at Anchor in the River of Soal, were by this means greatly en­dangered, ſome breaking their Cables, others (ha­ving not time to weigh Anchor) cut them, putting out to Sea, yet notwithſtanding there were ſome driven aſhore, but we are uſing all means poſſible to free thoſe Ships, and drein the Marſhes.
Yarmouth, March the 6. 1651.

FINIS.
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