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Pſalm 47.6. When the Nations raged, and the Kingdoms were mo­ved, God uttered his voice, and the earth melted.

Pſalm 102.13. Thou wilt ariſe, and have mercy on Sion, for the time to have mercy thereon, for the appointed time is come.


THe State and condition, of Eng­land, in reſpect of Gods wor­ſhip, and ſervice, the union and communion we ought to have with him, doth appear at this day, like as the Church of Laodicea Rev. 3.15. which was neither faſt nor looſe, they did neither cleave to God, with all their hearts, nor forſake him, as the words are, they were nei­ther hot, nor cold: And yet there was both heat and cold, confuſedly luke-warm, talking and ſpeaking much of their riches, gifts, graces, goodneſſe, and goods, and of the late increaſe of the ſaid goods; But know not they are wretched, miſerable, poore, blinde, and naked. One of theſe conditions is miſery enough, but to be in them all, not to have any ſight, or any feeling, but to be blinde,Epheſ. 4.19. and paſt feeling of their earthy, defiled, corrupted, droſſie, and unrefined condition, is to be lamented, and deplored. And ſo it is by Englands late Converts, bewail­ed and bemoaned, who have paſt through the fire, and have been refined, and have bought of the moſt pure Gold, of their Maker, being clothed with the Garment of Chriſt, and have anointed their eyes with eye ſalve, that they can ſee the filthineſſe, from which they are eſcaped purged and cleanſed, from complaining of it, and diſcovering it: Yea, uncovering the Whore, and making her bare taking her vaile away, ſhewing the filthineſſe of her ſecret parts: [Page] In proſecution of which, it comes to paſſe, that there is a very great difference, among men in the world, Tot homi­nes, ſententiae, So many men, ſo many mindes; the corrupt Metal would ſeem to be, as good as that, that is refined; there is both good and bad, there is that, that is refined, and there is counterfeit. This is found to be among us in England:Hoſea 7.8. verſe 10. We are a people that are mixt: we have a­dulterated our ſelves: The pride of England doth teſtifie to their faces, that they do not return to rhe Lord their God, nor ſeek him for all this that he hath done; But do live in their own wills, and not ſubmit unto his will, neither have they any reſpect, to be drawne up to a uni­on with their God, nor with his people; All men having not a  [...]ike meaſure of the knowledge of him, neither do all men beleeve: for ſome have no faith, therefore they can have no love to God, nor to his people, being carnall; they are full of envying, ſtrife, and diviſions, and walk as men, (not as Chriſtians) 1 Cor. 3.3. Hence it comes to paſſe, that there is much difference in judgement, and opinion, in matters of religion: Some walk by an abſolute and perfect rule, obeying the ight, God ſhineth in them, be­ing dead to their own wills, living in the will of God; others are hurried, and carried by the violent ſtreame of their own wills, fleſhly underſtandings and imaginations, into all manner of contradictions, diſſentings, oppoſiti­ons and dividings: owning a God, and a re igion too in ſhew, but have no deſire to attain to any other perfecti­on then that which is externall, to the viſible ſight of men, fearing to bring their deeds to the true light, to be tried there by it; but love darkneſſe more then the light reviling, reproaching, and per [...]ecuting thoſe that do  [...]o; and that endeavour to walk, according to the light, who worſhip God, as he ought to be worſhipped; inwardly in Spirit, and in Truth:Gen. 6.22. Yea ſuch as walk with God, as Henoch did, and ſuch as would, for God and to him, part with their deereſt childe, as Abraham did, and ſuch as walk before God,2 Kings 20.3. with a perfect heart, as Hezekiah did. Yea, and ſuch, as now meekly wait for the appearance of the [Page] mighty God, and our Lord Chriſt, in the perfect conſum­mation, and fullfilling of thoſe propheſies which are neer at hand, to be accompliſhed, and fulfilled to the over­throw of the Man of Sin, that Antichriſt; and to the com­pleat ſetting up of Chriſt in his Kigdome.
The Apoſtles knew very well, what would come to paſſe, after their daies: and therefore, Saint Paul ſaith,2 Theſ. 2.8. Then ſhall the wicked man be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall con­ſume, with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall aboliſh, with the brightneſſe of his coming; Then, after that great Apoſtacy which ſhould firſt come, which yet continueth:1 Pet. 4 7. Saint Peter alſo ſaith, Now the end of all things is at hand, be ye there­fore ſober, and watch unto prayer: But above all things, have fervent love, for love covereth the multitiude of ſins:
Be ſober in your mindes, be not drunk, for drunken­neſſe makes men fit for any evill: it makes men full of wrath, forgetfull, ſleepy, and ready to ſpeak or do any evill; it doth infatuate the underſtanding, it weakens all the powers of man, it makes him as a beaſt, as a dead man, and not to know himſelf, where he is, or what he is. All theſe ſeverall evils, as to the naturall ſenſe, condu­ceth much to the undoing of the body and eſtate of man: But drunkenneſſe, in the ſpirituall  [...]en [...]e, in the in [...]iſible and internall part of man, to be drunk, and not with wine, to ſtagger and not with ſtrong drink to be drunk with the wine ot the fornication of the great Whore,Eſa. 29 9. to ſleep in ſin, to forget God, to be full of wrath againſt God his will, his people, and his Word; to do e [...]ill and ſpeak evil, to be infatuated, and to have the powers of darkeneſſe rule over us, and in us and not to knovv our ſelves, nor vvhere vve are, but reel, and ſtumble, and fall; This is miſery: Be ſober in your inviſible actings,Jer. 25.27. in your thoughts, imaginations, underſtandings, affecti­ons, wills, paſſions, that nothing break into outvvard act againſt Almighty God, or his deare relations, either in revilings, reproachings, or perſecutions; But be pati­ent, bearing all things, and abiding in the vvil of our God, although never ſo croſſe to our vvills:
[Page]Furthermore, Watch: Watch as a Centinel doth, both to deſtroy and to diſcover: and by prayer call for help and aſſiſtance, againſt the potent Enemies of our ſoules, who doth continually aſſault us, by inward objects, in­jected into our mindes, and thoughts, and ſome viſibly preſented before our eyes, which we cannot be freed from, ſo long as we are in the fleſh, but are kept by the power of God, through Faith unto Salvation, which is prepared to be ſhewed in the laſt time.
1 Pet. 115.Again, Have fervent love, &c. Above all things, eſ­pecially, and chiefly, primarily, and in the firſt place, have fervent love, hot love, not cold, and frozen, but fervent, earneſt: the want of this love, makes all things to be out of order, that we love not our ſuperiours, inferiours, nor our equals, but differ with them all, and ſpeak evill of all: We ſhould love all, for Gods ſake, and be tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God for Chriſts ſake forgave us:1 John 4.11. Beloved, if God ſo loved us, then ought we to love one another. For this want of love, all men are to be blamed; For thoſe that are called Miniſters, the teachers of the people at this day, they do ſpeak bitterly, and would act cruelly, againſt divers poor people of God, that are otherwiſe inlightened, then themſelves, and are led by the true light of God, living above the ordinances of man, which they call the ordinances of God: And they that are ſo highly inlightened, by the inward teachings of the Almighty, are full of cenſuring and condemning of thoſe, that have not attained, to the ſame meaſure, nor yet come to that pitch and height, that they are come to; not conſidering, that that which they now live in, being darkneſſe, was once their own light, and ſo ſeem to de­ſpiſe the ſmall things of the Lord, which once they re­joyced in:Zach. 4.10. Epheſ. 4.4. There is but one body, that ſhall be ſaved; yet there are many members of that one body; the Presby­ter, and the Baptized Churches are of that body, if they cleave to the Lord, with all their hearts, though they va­ry in the outward: Let not one member, therefore, de­ſpiſe [Page] another; for love covereth all: All Chriſtian be­leevers are but one body, of which there are many mem­bers. The head is the greateſt and chiefeſt part of the bo­dy, the Spirit of God acteth all one and the ſame thing in every beleever, in different forms. As the life of mans body is three wayes, ſo is the life of the myſticall body three wayes: In the body of man the life thereof is, Ani­mal in the brain, Vitall in the heart, Naturall in the liver, ſinews and arteries. As it is thus in the body naturall, ſo in the body myſticall; yet but one life, though three di­ſtinct: for in the body myſticall there is God in you, Chriſt in you, and the Spirit of Chriſt in you: where the Spirit of Chriſt is, there is God, be it in what opinion ſo­ever, For our life is hid with God in Chriſt, Col. 3.3. 2 Cor. 3.17. where there is both ſecrecie and ſafety. Reſiſt not the Spirit; For the Spi­rit is the Lord, and there is liberty: The Spirit is light, the Lord is that light: let the members of the body ſympa­thize; if one part ſuffer, and is not in its perfection, let the other parts and members ſuffer with it, and lament for it. In the primitive time there was ſcarce a brother did differ with a brother; but now Churches againſt Churches differ, and are at great variance.
O let brotherly love be among us, yea, that fervent love that covereth the multitude of ſins. Gods infinite and eternall love manifeſted to us, in the fulneſſe of it, even in the Lord Chriſt, covereth all our ſins: And our love one to another, covereth the ſins and offences com­mitted one againſt another: Let not our hearts burn within us one againſt another, becauſe of opinions; but rather wait, to be delivered out of this apoſtate ſtate the Church of Chriſt is now in:Matth. 24.2 [...]. for God is beginning to ga­ther his together, from the four winds, and to ſcatter and conſume all fleſhly worſhips and ſervice done to him ſet up by the will of man, and to ſet up his King on the holy hill of Sion: let the heathen rage never ſo much, it will be all in vain; for he will come, and reign, and rule, over us and in us, he will be our guide, our counſellour, and our teacher, and will dwell with us; after we have [Page] paſt thorow the fire of his indignation, and are purged, cleanſed, purified, and refined. Therefore what our God ſhall do unto us, or bring upon us, either by wounding, ſquaring, ſifting purging purifying cleanſing, or refining; let us be patient, with meekneſſe of ſpirit, in it and under it, and rejoycing with gladneſſe of heart, that out of his great mercy he will take us into his own hands, being un­clean, filthy, impure earthy and droſſie, and make us par­takers of ſuch and ſo great g ory, by being made like un­to himſelf.
Hear then the word of the Lord, you people of the Land,Rom. 11.25. who are ſuccenturiated from Iſrael; that, that did concern them, doth concern you, being in the ſame po­ſture the ſame di [...]ea [...]e muſt have the ſame cure: the Lord will not  [...]et his people periſh he wil have judge mercy on them, and heal them; for the Lord wil [...] judge with fire and his ſword,Eſa. 66.16. all fleſh: And the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many.
Son of man, the hou e of I [...]rael is unto me as droſſe; All they are braſſe and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt of the furnace they are e en the droſſe of ſilver. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe you are all as droſſe; behold therefore I will gather you in the midſt of Jeruſalem, as they gather ſilver, and braſſe and iron, and tin and lead, into the midſt o the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; ſo will I gather you in mine anger, and my wrath [...] and will put you there, and melt you: I will gather you, I ſay, and blow the fire of my wrath upon you, and you ſhall be melted in the midſt thereof: As ſilver is melted in the midſt of the furnace, ſo ſhall you be melted in the midſt thereof, and you ſhall know that I the Lord have poured out my wrath upon you. Ezek. 22. verſ. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Here is Gods com­plaint againſt Iſrael, and his purpoſe what he will do to Iſrael: God is the agent, and his people are the patient, he will melt them, and they ſhall be melted.
The Almighty God, who is the ſearcher of the heart and the trier of the reins,Jerem. 17.9. knoweth what his people are, although they think well of themſelves, not knowing [Page] themſelves, nor God; but have backſlidden,Revel. 3. and fallen into grievous ſins, he will not ſuffer them ſo to lie, but wil make them to know him, & that he is diſpleaſed with them, and they ſhall taſte of his diſpleaſure. In the for­mer chapter the Lord doth threaten Jeruſalem with the ſword, and that he would remove the Diadem, and over­turn o [...]erturn, overturn and it ſhall be no more the ſame, untill he come, who [...]e right it is, and he wi l give it to him. In this chapter he reckoneth up their ſeverall ſins, ſhedding of blood, idolatry, diſobedience oppreſſion un­charitableneſſe, covetouſneſſe, and fornication. In theſe verſes he poſitively concludeth what the hou e of I rael is, The houſe of Iſrael is droſſe, unto God: Some re [...]d it, They are turned into droſſe: Further, they are braſſe, and tin, and irons and lead &c.
Firſt, here is I rael called a houſe, ſometimes called the houſe of God.
Secondly, that they are to God as droſſe.
Thirdly, the denomination of the droſſie metals, braſſe, tin, iron, and lead, which they are.
Fourthly that God wi [...]l gather them, and bring them into the midſt of Jeruſalem.
Fifthly, the receptacle that muſt contain them, the fur­nace, and the midſt of it.
Sixth [...]y, that he will blow the fire of his wrath upon them.
Seventhly, that he will melt them.
Eighthly, the end, they ſhall know that the Lord hath done it in his wrath.
Firſt, here Iſrael is called a houſe, the houſe of Iſrael: the people of God are the true Iſraelites,Gal. 6.16. Chriſt the true Iſrael, Eſa. 49.3. Nathaniel a true Iſraelite, Joh. 1. This hou e this people, they are corrupted, Eſa. 1. their wine is become as water their ſilver is become droſſe, Cant. 6.7. there are threeſcore queens, fourſcore concubines, and virgins without number, they are droſſe, they are mixt and adulterated.
A ſtrange and a ſad thing, that this people, this houſe [Page] ſhould be thus.1 Pet. 2, 5. What the people of God? that are in co­venant with him? they to whom the promiſes do belong? who are built up to God? who are cemented to him, by a lively faith and hope?Rev. 19.18. who are clothed with the gar­ments of Chriſt? who obey the Goſpel of God? who hear the voice of Chriſt?Eſa. 57.15. Heb. 3.6. Pſal. 144.15. who have an humble heart? where God delighteth to dwell? who hold faſt the confi­dence in God? and rejoyce in him? that have the Lord for their God? Theſe are the properties of Gods houſe: was Iſrael thus? and is Iſrael not ſo? is Iſrael droſſe? how comes this houſe ſo to be?
When his houſe, his people cleaves not to him with all their hearts,Judg. 8.7. but fals to idolatry, as they did, and em­brace other lovers, abuſing the mercy, love, and grace of God, turning it to wantonneſſe, when their righteouſ­neſſe is become as filthy rags, as a monſtruous cloth, when their worſhip is barely externall, when they draw neer to God with their lips, and their hearts are far from him, when there is more reſpect to the beautifying of the out­ward man, than of the hidden man of the heart, when they commit ſpirituall whoredoms; that they can lie down with God in an outſide ordinance, and the heart not there: and lie down with the world alſo in heart, a­greeing to all the worlds courſes and faſhions; when they have a religion, that they might enjoy their own wils and luſts; when they are become unthankfull, murmu­rers, idolaters, oppreſſours, when they do forget God, and all his mercies, and deliverances paſt and preſent, when they cauſe God to complain, as he did of his Vine­yard,Eſa. 4. and to ſay of it, What could I have done more for it, and it bring forth no fruit, but wild fruit? Such demea­nour under the grace, mercy, and love of God, makes him not onely to complain of them, but to puniſh them. For his people to revolt, backſlide, and turn re­bellious, wicked, and tranſgreſſive, God cannot bear it: therefore he ſaith by his Prophets in divers places, what he will bring upon them, as in Ezek. chap. 14.  [...]ad 15. I will, ſaith the Lord, ſet my face againſt them: [Page] A fearfull thing to have the face of the Almighty to be ſet againſt a people. And when they call,As by the ex­ample of a great man. I will not an­ſwer, ſaith the Lord, Ezek. 20.31. And I will not be en­quired of by them, ſaith the Lord, Amos 3.2. You onely have I known, of all the families of the earth, therefore will I viſit you for your iniquities. Hence it is that So­dom is called her ſiſter, Ezek. 16.48. Should God keep his houſe, when the Devils haunt it? No: Apoſtate peo­ple muſt ſuffer ſeverely: where God hath beſtowed much mercy and love, there he requireth obedience, or elſe he will ſorely puniſh them.
Well, Iſrael is droſſe, Gods people are revoltets, back­ſliders, rebellious, and yet the mercifull God he owns them ſtill:Jerem. 2.13. 2 Chron. 7.14▪ my people hath forſaken me the fountain of living waters, and digged themſelves pits, broken pits that can hold no water; My people, if they do humble themſelves and pray, then will I hear them, &c. God, he will heal their backſliding, and be mercifull to their ſins: he takes occaſion by the greatneſſe of his peoples ſins, to ſhew mercy, as in the ſecond of Hoſea: at large the Lord ſpeaks there, what he will do to his people in the 14 verſe; I will allure her, and bring her into the wilder­neſſe, and ſpeak friendly to her. How willing is the Al­mighty God to accept of, and to receive ſinners, although groſſely ſinfull: notwithſtanding his great mercy, when they were in their blood. To call a people to himſelf,Ezek. 17. and to adorn them, and beautifie them, and after to fall from him, to recall them again is an invaluable mercy: as in Jeremy the third, and firſt verſe; Though thou haſt played the harlot with many lovers, yet turn again to me, ſaith the Lord: as if he ſhould have ſaid, Bring the dregs of all thy wicked life to me, I will receive it, I will pardon all.
The ſame that Iſrael was in her time, the ſame is the Church now, ſcattered upon the face of the whole earth, the Gentiles being ſuccedaneous to Iſrael, whereof Eng­land is a particular. How hath God dealt with this Na­tion from time to time, & delivered it out of the hands of [Page] the Romiſh power, Antichriſtian hereſies and worſhip, and from all the tyrannicall government, and lords over our conſciences; Heavie things were upon us, and ſome of us not ſenſible of it, the innovations, bowings, and cringings at the name of Jeſus, and to the Altar: Jure divino: like to be long lived, reformation feared as much as vaſſallage: yet Almighty God with his own arm ſa­ved us, and ſnatched us as brands out of the fire, from the violence that was lately; and delivered us from our ene­mies, and hath wrought ſome reformation for us, he lookt upon us as a people that were droſſe, and hath begun to refine. But we, like the Egyptians, love the garlick and onions of our Countrey; that that hath been vomited out, would we willingly take up again: And theſe few yeers wherein God hath ſhewed us much mercy and love, both to our ſpirituall and temporall beings, in much tranquillity and peace, we have abuſed to our own luſts, and have not followed that light which God hath ſent amongſt us, but the dark and foggie miſts of our own car­nall hearts, deſpiſing and perſecuting the ſame; ſo that we have given the Lord juſt occaſion to complain of us, that we, we the church of England is droſſe, as the houſe of Iſrael was; yet nevertheleſſe take comfort, thy God wilt melt thee, and thou ſhalt be as the word, pure ſilver.
Secondly, The houſe of Iſrael is droſſe to me, ſaith God: as droſſe, and the droſſe of ſilver. Almighty God is a pure, a holy, and a good God; there is nothing can remain, or dwell with God, but holineſſe and purity: holineſſe becomes his habitation,Hag. 2.9. the gold and the ſilver are his, the droſſe and droſſie metals are ours. By gold, is underſtood the gifts and graces of Gods holy Spirit; and by ſilver, the word of truth, the word of God, yea the word, God. There can be no union between gold and ſil­ver, and droſſe: for droſſe is that imperfect matter which doth accompany metals, and is to be ſevered from them at the firſt riſe of them out of the earth, and taken from the metall, as the ſcum and film of the metall, by a refi­ning and a purging fire. Droſſe likewiſe is found among [Page] metals ſubject to ruſt, and apt to receive into it ſelf cor­ruption, being in veſſels; and this likewiſe by melting and refining is cleanſed and made clear. Droſſe of it ſelf is worth nothing, yet it fixeth and abideth in metals, and may be by the skilfull refiner brought to ſomething, being waſhed and purified.
Is England droſſe? ſee, are they not like the houſe of Iſrael, that were Idolaters, and other kindes of ſinners; what ſin is there that is not committed in England? Hath not God lately, and now at preſent, made triall of us,Mark 12.1, &  [...] as the Husbandman did of thoſe that kept his Vine­yard; he hath ſent his ſervants to ſee what fruit we have for him, and we yeeld him none at all; but beat, revile, reproach, and perſecute his ſervants. That light that he hath ſent amongſt us, our fathers ſcarce heard of it, but never ſaw it, that diſcovers Antichriſt, the Beaſt, and the Whore: Antichriſt to be man exalted in the fleſh, man & the righteouſneſſe of man, in us; the Beaſt to be the man of ſin, that is, man deceiving himſelf,Gal. 6.3. thinking to be ſome­thing, when he is nothing; for man of himſelf is no­thing without God, but as a beaſt: and the Whore to be, man, that ſeems to live with God in the outward ap­pearance, or Church; and lives on the traditions and in­ventions of men, cleaving onely to the wiſdom and faſhi­ons of men, and not deſiring God to be all in all. Do we not hate the meſſengers of truth, and ſin with an high hand againſt the bounty and love of God? falling to ſpiri­tuall whoredoms and fornications, like the Concubines and Harlots, having a ſeeming heart for God, but wholly yeelding of it up to the ſervice of the Devil, the world, and the fleſh, hating thoſe that tremble at the word of God, caſting them out for his names ſake, and ſay,Eſa. 66.5. Let the Lord be glorified; but mark the end, the one ſhall have the appearance of God to their joy, and they the o­thers ſhall be aſhamed.
What is the demeanour of the people of England in their profeſſion? Is it not meerly outſide? The more mercy and love God doth beſtow on us, the more we lift [Page] up our heels againſt him, when we ſhould live and praiſe him in the admiration of his bounty, beholding our great dignity in and through Chriſt: he hath called us to be his ſons, heirs of a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and fellow-heirs with Chriſt; in that Kingdom he cal­leth us unto a union with himſelf, my Tabernacle ſhall be among men,Epheſ. 1. ult. Col. 2.19. as he hath ſaid. We are his portion, and he is our portion, we are his fulnes, having the increaſes of God; yet notwithſtanding all this, we are wedded to fleſhly ſervices and forms, and content our ſelves with the bare names of Chriſtians, denying the life and power of Chriſtianity, and do hate thoſe that live in that power.
Our ſervices and worſhip of God are as dead things, not being done by our ſelves, but by an Attourney; we do not call on God by a dead Saint, but by a living man, who may be as dead, having not the life of God in him, nei­ther hath attained to the firſt reſurrection, a poor ſervice that is not in our own perſons, with our own hearts. Many there are that neither call on God themſelves, nei­ther do aſſent to the prayer of another; but cuſtom and faſhion cauſes them to bring their bodies to a publike place, where the poor blinde heart cannot tell what he comes for; neither is he carefull, being benummed, what the iſſues of his ſenceleſſe comming will be. Is this the coming to Chriſt for life? Is this the way to get acquain­tance with God? No, this is that droſſe, and more there is like to it that doth accompany the good metall; but it ſhall in time be caſt out, and then we ſhall learn of Chriſt, for he is meek, and not learn of thoſe that are proud boaſters, haters of God, inventers of evil things, and deſpiſers of the pure light and truth.
O that the Lord, would ſhew men the deceitfulneſſe of their own hearts, that can be content, with the husk and ſhell of Religion, & be ful of glorying in that Righte­ouſneſſe, which they have gotten by outward meanes, in their own wiſdoms and imaginations, and utterly neg­lect, refuſe, and abhor, the inward binding of their ſouls up in union, by Chriſt with the Father, in the free Cove­nant [Page] of Grace and life. Many will ſay, What, ſhall we we not pray? when they neither know, what God is, nor what themſelves are; ſuch as preſume to pray, without knowledge, do break the command of God, in taking his Name in vaine, when the heart is not according to the tongue, and ſound; yea, when their Company, or their Congregation agreeth not: for there is the hater and the hated, the oppreſſour and the oppreſſed; the rich, that cares not for the poor; and the poor, that curſ­eth the rich; What congregall prayer, can there be, in this mixture, when mens hearts, are one aginſt the other? The rich and the poor goes together, but the Lord is the maker of them both; he knows their hearts, & their ends, in comming to publike places: every ſound & noiſe is not a prayer; then the Phariſee had been commended, for his long one; but it is the inward and deep ſighings of the heart, in the ſingleneſſe thereof, and being fervent: We are commanded to pray continually; and they that make long prayers, are condemned, being in oſtentation as in publike congregations, once or twice in a week, and have little converſe with God all the reſt of the week; be not deceived, God is not mocked; Whatſoever ye ſow, that ſhall ye reap: 
Decipies alios verbis, vultuque benigno:
 Sed mihi jam notus, diſſimulator eris.

Be aſhamed, and ſtand amazed, all ye that are under the great Light, that God hath cauſed to ſhine forth in this Nation. You will ſay, that you are the people of God, and that you know him, but it appears by your actions, that you know him not; for a man to know a thing, is to know the condition of it, as to know a peece of coine. To know God, is another manner of buſineſſe, than the world makes it; to know God, is to have experience of him, and of all his Attributes, his Mercy, his Love, his Goodneſſe, his long ſuffering, &c. To know God in Chriſt, is the true knowledge of him, to be in Union and [Page] Communion with him, to obey him, love him, and fear him, to honour him, and glorifie him; this the world knoweth not, for the world ſeeks its own. Therefore many, that do profeſſe, that they know God, and in their works do deny him, are not onely Heathens, but they are worſe then the heathens;Cato. for they ſay, If there be a God, he ought to be worſhipped, with a pure minde: miſera­ble is the condition, of many that think it ſufficient to have the bare name of a Chriſtian, and ſay, Chriſt died for me, and roſe again for me, and never felt the power of Chriſts death, killing ſin in them, nor the vertue of his Reſurrrection, quickening, and raiſing them, to a new life, that cannot witneſſe a new birth, a ſeparation; But live in the old nature, and the old man of ſin, remaining ſtill. Deale plainely with your ſelves, ye ſons of men, for the caſe doth require it; do not loſe your precious time here, and ſay, I hope to go to Heaven, whereas you know not, what heaven is, neither are you fit for it: for heaven is a Condition, rather then a Local place, and the heavenly condition, ſtands not in outward things, as to ſatisfie the fleſh, neither is it found, any otherwiſe, then in the Croſſe here in this World, but it doth appear in us, by Peace of conſcience, and joying in the Holy Spirit of God, being perfectly aſſured, and having a firme teſti­mony, of our Reſurrection; being Adopted, and made the Sons of God,1 John 1.3. and having fellowſhip with the Father, and the Son.
Deceive not your ſelves, but ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; Go not the broad way of the Worlds pro­feſſion, but the ſtrait and narrow way of the Croſſe: De­ny your ſelves, your own works, your own righteouſ­neſſe, and whatſoever pleaſeth, and agreeth with your own wills, and wait at Wiſdoms gate, examining your ſelves, whether you be not that, that cleaves to the pure Metall, and makes it the worſe; whether you are not the corrupt matter of Silver, and not Silver it ſelf; if you be the corrupt matter, if you be the droſſe, you muſt be purged out, you muſt be ſpewed out; if you come to [Page] the porch onely, and go no further, if you come not to the Holy of Holies, you were better not come neer, at all;Pſal. 119.119. for the Lord will take away the wicked like droſſe: The Lord will not have to do with ſuch cor­rupt, impure, and unclean matter, Prov. 25.4. Take the droſſe from the ſilver, and there will proceed a veſſell fit for the refiner: when the Almighty God, hath purged and purified the ſilver, and ejected and caſt out the droſſe, then there is a veſſell for himſelf, a temple for himſelf, to dwell in; for the Lords delight is in his Saints, and a­mong them, and ſilver is as his Word is, when it is refined. Meddle not, nor have to do with the moſt Holy, and pure God, upon any account, living in your own wiſdome, wills and luſt; for it had been better for Cain, that he had offered no Sacrifice, then to account the beſt too good for God, and to offer the worſt; better not to come to any Table, then to the Table of the Devils: the end of all Re­ligion is to bring ſoules to God, not to make a greater ſeparation by it from God. You were once a far off, but now ye are made nigh, by the Blood of Chriſt: that onely brings us neer to God; draw neer through his Blood, and he will draw neer to us, look to your hearts, and to the iſſues of all exerciſes, not what the exerciſe is, but to what it tendeth; for it is either life or death; If you ſerve God in the fleſh; you ſhall have corruption, and death for your reward; if you live to the fleſh, you ſhall die; but if through the Spirit, you mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, you ſhall live. God accepteth no ſacrifice done in the fleſh, but as he is a Spirit moſt holy, ſo he muſt be worſhipped, in Spirit and in Truth, which was the Legacy Chriſt Jeſus left with his Diſciples, when he left them. We cannot come to the Lord with anything of our own, to be acceped of him, but what we come to him with, muſt be his; he heareth nothing but his own Spirit, and that he wil not deny. What ſaith Chriſt, In vain do they wor­ſhip me, &c. The Lord (Eſay. 1.) ſaith, What have I to do with your Sacrifices? and in the ſame firſt of Eſaiah, I hate your new Moons, and your appointed feaſts, they [Page] are a burden unto me, I am weary to bear them.
All the devices of men, all their art, all their inventi­on, proceeding onely from them, in drawing neer to to God, is nothing worth, for it cannot but differ from the will of God; in Gods worſhip, the more of mans wiſdom the leſſe of Gods reſpect, the more plainer, and ſimplier we worſhip him, the more hope of acceptance. The ordinances of man, or of any Churches, if they differ in the leaſt from the will of God, muſt be caſt out: For not onely humane reaſon, but divine reaſon, not ſanctifi­ed, can may or ought to have any power, in the ordering, placing, or diſpoſing of any worſhip of God: The will of God onely is the reaſon of his own worſhip; and mans reaſon, can be no ground, for ſuch a ſtructure, which his art and ſcience defileth as ſeparate from the will of God.
Non vox ſed votum, non muſica cordula, ſed cor;
 Non clamans, ſed amans; clamat in aure Dei.

Much might be ſaid concerning the droſſe, that is a­mong the pure metall: In plain termes; the corruption the filth and the uncleanneſſe, that is among profeſ­ſing people, that profeſſe to be the people of God, and are civilized exceedingly, that to the eyes of the World are almoſt ſpotleſs, but when God comes to try by fire, then will their filth and droſſe appear.Prov. 7.3. Solomon ſaith, As the fi­ning pot for ſilver and the furnace for gold, ſo the Lord tryeth the hearts: The outward viſible actions of pro­feſſours, that is ſo much accompanied with outward de­cency in the behaviour, keeps off the inward purity, that the ſoule ſhould be exerciſed in in the ſight of God: Curi­ſity in duties outwardly done in the ſight of man, hinders the inward integrity, inviſibly to be done with God. Therefore it is, that the exerciſe of Religion, which ſhould cure, and eject our droſſe; by an addition of more filth and impurity, in that which ſhould ſpeak purity and life, it doth kill and brings death. The ſhining beames of Gods moſt pure and holy Spirit, ſhining in us, cauſeth [Page] our actions and duties, through that moſt pure Light, to be living, and become a living Sacrifice, acceptable to God; But duties done viſibly, and audibly,Rom. 12.1 [...]. onely in the body, the minde and will being carried on, to the ſatiſ­faction of the outward ſpectacle, reſting in the forme, cu­ſtom, uſe and manner, woundeth, and ſlayeth the ſpiritu­all, and inviſible part, where the receptacle ſhould be for the living Sacrifice. For men to go about to make them­ſelves like God, in their own wills, doth derogate from the nature of obedience, and doth manifeſt that they are the ſons of emnity: but yeelding themſelves up, ſubmitting un­to, & embracing that which is croſſe to their wills, deſiring to be ruled and guided by that good counſell, which is of God, maketh the pureſt ſacrifice.
It pleaſed God, by theſe compariſons of metals, to diſcover what his people are, and how they are differ­ent in purity from himſelf, which is moſt pure and holy: let therefore all men that live in a profeſſion, not ſtand upon the purity of it; for the Whore ſits upon wa­ters; there is many baptiſms of water, but the baptiſme of fire, is that that God will purifie his people withall: and that that hath quenched this many yeers,Mat. 3. muſt now be dried up by the fire of the Lord, and it will burn up all, and dry up all, For our God is a conſuming fire. Experi­ence this ye that are called godly, you cannot be God-like (which is the Old language) untill the Lord God hath conſumed all fleſh within you, and there be nothing in you, but the Lord God All in All.
Thirdly, God ſaith that Iſrael is Braſſe, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead: What Iſrael was and what England is, by theſe compariſons of metals, the Lord will make known to us; Theſe ſeverall metals, are of ſeverall natures, and qualities, ſome by art, counterfeiting the richer me­tals, of Gold, and Silver, which are figures of Himſelf and of his word:
Theſe metals, are very apt to ruſt, and to receive and embrace the ſame, and ſo are accounted droſſy metals; yet very vſefull, as to the World, ordained by the great [Page] Creatour in their ſeverall kndes, for ſeverall neceſſitous negotiations, in the world. They have their breeding, and their generation in the earth; and being from thence and thereout, they muſt paſſe through a ſtrong blowing fire, before they come to perfection, and be fit to offici­ate the uſe, ſervice, and the end, the great Creatour made them for, as to the uſe of the world: wherein is ſeen, a great deal of the glory of God, in the excellency of his creation, in the various qualities of them, as doth alſo appear in all other things created by God.
How is Iſrael Braſſe, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead? wherein, and in what are they ſuch metals?
The people of Iſrael here named, are thus, in divers reſpects.
Firſt, They are Braſſe, in their men of power, Rulers, Governours, Magiſtrates, Juſtices, and Arbiters.
Secondly, They are Tin, in their Prophets, Teachers, Guides, and Miniſters.
Thirdly, They are Iron, in the people of Trafficke, Com­merce, Trade, and merchandiſe, and in them that exer­ciſe to the ſupport of the Nation.
Fourthly, They are Lead, in the poor and mean, in people of low degree.
Firſt, ſee what Braſſe is, and how it may be ſaid, that Rulers, Governours, &c. May be as braſſe:
Braſſe is a compound metall, made and contrived of Copper and Calamy, which metall ſo compoſed, hath a luſtre, like gold by its mixture, and the more uſefull for it's mixture: So are thoſe that are called to high places, of Government; they are not barely naturaliſts, onely men as borne ſimply themſelves naturally; But there is a mix­ture compoſed with other ingredients in them, of natural endowments fit for their places, of learning, experience, knowledge, underſtanding and rightly to cenſure, as alſo to execute, as to the World, the things, matters, and cauſes that are under their diſpenſation, and their de­termination; and herein, as braſſe hath a luſtre like gold, ſo have the Governours, &c. a luſtre beyond other men; [Page] Hence it is, that there is and hath been, at all times, an honour and a reſpect given unto them, being the greateſt inſtruments under the arme of God, for the peace, the welfare, and the good of people, in the Nations under them.
I have ſaid, You are Gods, and you are all,Pſal. 82.6. the children of the moſt High; Chriſtians have had at all times, re­ſpect to their governours, for Gods ſake, they are ſet up of God; By me kings reign, &c.Rom. 13.1. There is no power but of God: wherefore reſiſt not the powers; they that doe, ſhall receive to themſelves judgement.
But whence is the complaint that the Lord makes, that Iſraels Rulers are Braſſe, ſomething is the matter; God Almighty expecteth, that they ſhould not onely doe, and execute the common and ordinary buſineſſe, as to the World, but that they ſhould ſtand up like men, in the cauſe of God, to diſtribute juſtice impartially, and as in his ſtead; to curb; and puniſh the evil doers, and to de­fend and preſerve thoſe that do well, encouraging others alſo, to live in their wayes; that they ſhould be as nurſ­ing fathers, and nurſing mothers;Eſa. 49.23. they ſhould defend the innocent, and acquit him, and execute juſtice on the nocent.
The cauſe why, the Lord complaineth of them, and that he will melt them is, that, as Braſſe will adulterate with Tin and with lead, with the falſe prophet, and with the rable; So the Rulers and Governours, have not walked ſingly before God, but have mixt them­ſelves, with that that hath been againſt his pure, and undefiled law, yeelding to the Harlot, Iezabell; 1 King. 22.6. and ta­king counſell of the multitude of falſe prophets, as A­hab did, embracing flatterers, and flatteries, which hath cauſed them to erre; to do injuſtice, to puniſh the inno­cent, and not let the oppreſſed go free, and do in their waies, according to their own wills & fleſhly luſts, walk­ing according to their fleſhly deſires and underſtandings, minding their own profit, pleaſure, & worldly advantages; and as the poor rabble of the world doth for their re­ward; [Page] ſo do they, out of their ambitious hearts, for further honour, and preferment not doing the thing that is right.
Was it thus with Iſrael, and among their men of pow­er and is it not ſo with England? It is nor my buſineſſe to reckon up the wickedneſſe that was heretofore, in for­mer powers that are paſt and gone; But to the preſent be­ing, my duty is to ſtir up all Chriſtians to a hearty thankſ­giving, and to a continuall praiſing of God, for his mer­cies, that he hath ſet over us, ſuch a valiant, and God-like Joſhua; and for that, through the late paſſages of war, and diſcord, wherein once we were in jeopardy to be diſ­peopled, and our religion to be traduced, we are arri­ved, to the greateſt liberty of any people under Heaven, Religion, and godly people being much countenanced, and defended, ſuperſtition and hereſie extirpated in a great meaſure, no mans conſcience compelled, the de­ſignes of Antichriſtian plotters, and contrivers, not onely weakned, but confounded, to their ignomy, and ſhame for ever, ſubordinare Magiſtrates in their pluces, more vi­gilant and knowing, and the profeſſing people of the Na­tion, much increaſed by it.
Hath God begun to melt the braſſe, to refine the men of power; Let no man murmure then, at the powers; for the effects, and iſſues of Chriſtian and God-like powers, we and our ſucceſſours, may rejoyce in; for it is of great conſequence, to our eternall, and everlaſting peace; That when pure truth doth begin to appear in our daies, no vi­olent heat of perſecution can wither it, for upon all the glory there will be a defence: if God maketh us his glory, he wil defend us,Eſa. 4.3. that neither the wilde Bore of the foreſt, nor the little Foxes of the wildernes ſhal hurt us, God wil keep his Vineyard,Eſa. 54.11, 12. that he himſelf hath planted; He will yet go forward, and be refining ſtill, untill he hath made the Pillars of his Church, like to the poliſhed Saphirs, and her windowes of ſhining Emraulds; He will melt, and purifie all that bear his Name,Pſalm. 12. and are for the cauſe of his people, that they ſhall be as pure, as his Word which is Silver. For God will not deſtroy his, but purge [Page] them; He will not lay his Garden waſte, but weed out that that is hurtfull, to the growth of the tender plants; he will not touch thoſe flowres that have favour, but them that have no ſavour, but colour onely.
Great hope have we, that the Lord will be gratious un­to us, becauſe he hath begun ſo to be; ſurely what God begins, he will finiſh, who can hinder him,Job. 9.12. or who can ſay, why doſt thou ſo. But what means the crying out againſt unjuſt Judges, and Arbiers, who are concerned in this reſemblance? There is in our nation, a great num­ber who are as braſſe veſſels, (I would they were veſſels for God) But what are they? I fear that they are, as Saint Paul ſtiles them that were in his time, 1 Cor. 6. In the firſt verſe he calls them unjuſt, and in verſ. 6, he calls them Infidels, how ever, they are ſuch that he warnes the Saints not to meddle withall, and queſtions whether there was a wiſe man among them, or no: a ſtrange thing. It ſeemes none but fooles hath to do with them. Thefe men are cal­led in our language Lawyers, ſome ſay they are neceſſary evils, but they are ſuch as hold evill to be neceſſary, and ſurely, if any evil be neceſſary; this is, it is as neceſſary as a diſeaſe which pains ſo ſorely, that makes the patients cry to their God; for many thouſands have bin impoveriſhed by their evill practices, and they ſtill gainers. It is in their hands, to compoſe differences more eaſier: But they are co­vetous, double dealers, oppreſſours, exactours, and cruell. When matters come to them to view, skan, order, and to prepare for the determiner, what horrible falſe dealing is there? bribery, treachery, forgery, falſe teſtimony, un­derhand and partiall dealing, as if they were made of pur­poſe to act the Divels part.
Theſe are like unto the braſſe veſſels that are uſed in and upon the fire; for they are not onely Incendiaries to ſtrife, envy, malice, and contention, but are nouriſh­ers and pleaders for the continuance of it. Did not Chriſt ſay, Bleſſed are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the children of God? Whoſe children are they then that ſet at variance, who love not peace? is it againſt their [Page] profit? The veſſels they are like to, are kettles and pans, which as to the buſineſſe of the world are very uſefull; as the kettle holds water, ſo there is fire underneath it that makes it boil, and oftentimes the heat of the fire boils away the water, ſometimes the fierceneſſe of the fire makes the water to boil over, and put out the fire. It is ſo with this generation, that the exerciſe of their cru­elty makes the watery Client, I mean the man that mourns to be in Law, to be the better, as water is by heating, for uſe. But it uſually fals out, that the water overcomes the fire, or the fire dries up the water, and ſo the kettle or pan being waſht, or ſcoured with ſome of Pilates water makes it ſhine as it did before,Matth. 26. after the co­lour of gold, and ſtands up for a ſhew in many Countrey Churches and Congregations, where the Miniſter there dares not ſpeak a word, but ſmooth him up for a good Benefactour, for fear of his place, his tithe, or ſomething he cals his dues, or fearing to have his ill will.
O what wretched, cruell, and foul enormities are com­mitted by men of brazen faces, that ſhould in their acti­ons endevour to ſet forth the glory of God in deciding controverſies, and giving to every man his right; for that end were they firſt ordained, and therefore called Ar­biters:Ezra 7.25. the right uſe and end of ſuch as they were, here­tofore ordained among the people of God, was to do ju­ſtice, equity, and right; that uſe is not among Lawyers, but the abuſe is and remains, and God will purge it out, this ſinfull and abominable filthy droſſe, out of his Church and people, and will ſet up ſuch as ſhall admini­ſter true juſtice with godly prudency, in their room: the time is come that their moſt horrid actions have made them to be in queſtion, and ſome abatements have been lately. Oh that they were wiſe, that they would conſider their latter ends, and have in minde that of Salomon and Paul, For we muſt all appear (if all, then Judges and Ar­biters) before the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt.
Numb. 21.9. 1 Sam. 17.5.Braſſe is that which ſets out the ſtrength and fortitude, that the people of God have among them by good Ru­lers [Page] and Arbiters; the brazen Serpent, a type of Chriſt,2 Chron. 4.1. Pſal. 107.16. Zach. 6.1. Jerem. 1.18. overcoming the Devil, and vanquiſhing death, the hel­met of braſſe, braſſe armour, altar of braſſe, pillars of braſſe, gates of braſſe, mountains of braſſe, and bars of braſſe, and wals of braſſe. How great good do the peo­ple of God receive and enjoy by the gracious Govern­ours and government? how are they defended, protect­ed, ſecured, and encouraged to all godly living? Ad exem­emplum Regis totus componitur orbis: Moſt commonly as the Governours are,  [...]o are the people: when good Laws, Edicts, and Inſtitutions are ſet out by the good Govern­ours, what an increaſe doth it make of good people? But when they are ſlack, negligent, given to pleaſure, pride,Eccleſ. 10.16. wantonneſſe, luſt, and other vices, how ſoon will the people learn all manner of evil, and miſ-living; when ſubordinate Magiſtrates do not diligently look to the cutting down of profaneneſſe, nor put in execution E­dicts concerning idle perſons, and helps not the poor in their neceſſity; but takes onely the honour, or grace, and credit of the place, as to their own ambitious humour, in their outward deportment among men, having no reſpect to glorifie God in doing acts of righteouſnes; what defile­ments and irregular carriages is there among inferiour people? The Lord hath cut down, & thrown down many that heretofore have ſo walked, and he will melt and re­fine in his time, all the droſſe that ſhall appear, he will ſcum it all off from the pure metall, then ſhall the land rejoyce in the Lord their Saviour.
Magiſtrates may be reſembled to Bels, which are made and caſt of braſſe; the ſound of bels is heard far off, and neer at hand; their warrants are like to that ſound, which ſummons in thoſe they have to do withall, and as bels ſhould agree in the places of height, in a tuneable har­mony, ſo ſhould they all agree together in the ſame high places they are ſeated in, not differing one with another in matters of juſtice, but all joyntly ſeeking the glory of God in the welfare of the people whom they are ſet over, not reſpecting any mans perſon, but keeping every man [Page] his place, ready to officiate and to do what ſhall be re­quired of them: not like to braſſe Andirons, which ſtand in the chimneys, meerly for ſhew and not for any uſe at all; there they ſhine, but have no ſound at all, to give warning to the people to live peaceably, neither is there any noiſe to give an alarm to the world, as to the de­ſtroying and cutting down of ſin and iniquity. Happy are that people who live under a godlike Magiſtracy, in a Town or a City, who are continually ſtirred up to a god-like life, by the example of their walkings, and alſo to ab­hor vice, by ſeeing juſtice done upon it impartially. As men are naturally blinde, that they cannot ſee the effect of Gods dealing in the world, ſo neither can they ſee what the changes of times and men in high places doth produce: But he that is inlightened can ſee that by this, God is ſetting up his Son Chriſt to reign and all the pow­ers that ſeem to ſtand for God and his, and doth not in truth and ſincerity of heart, ſhall not ſtand; for the Lord will melt the braſſe, yea, he will blow the fire of his in­dignation upon it, and melt it.
In the ſecond place let us ſee what Tin is, and how, as before mentioned, Iſraels Prophets, Prieſts, Teachers, and Guides are as tin.
Tin is firſt like to ſilver, in its luſtre, in its ſound, and in its weight.
Secondly, it will adulterate with other metals.
Thirdly, it will beautifie and colour other metals, yea, the very earth.
Fourthly, it is a dry metall, and therefore when it is bended, it will creek.
Fifthly, it will receive any impreſſion; yet not malle­able.
Sixthly, it is a metall that fire will utterly conſume to aſhes.
The Prophets and Prieſts of old that were reſembled to tin, the Lord much complained of, by Iſaih, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and other of his Prophets: ſo that the Lord, when he ſaith by his Prophet Iſaiah, Eſa. 1.25. chap. 1. verſ. 25. [Page] that he would take away all the tin, it is to be underſtood, that he would take away all the Prophets, Prieſts, Mini­ſters, and Diſpenſers of his word, that were, as tin is to ſilver: for his Prophets that were called, and ſent by him, they were as ſilver, even as the word; but the o­thers were but counterfeit, falſe, and abominable, &c.
Therefore in the inſuing matter, being a very large complaint againſt the picturall imagery, and ſimilicall kinde of Prophets, Prieſts, Teachers, and Diſpenſers of the word, as they call themſelves; as alſo againſt all proud, covetous, boaſters, inventers of evil things, all idle drones, Ignoramuſſes, dunces, doters, illiterate, unexpe­rienced, vain, profane, ambitious, envious, and conten­tious perſons, that have undertaken to teach, inſtruct, re­prove, comfort, pray for, and to viſit, to ſtand in the gap, to mediate, and abſolve, being unacquainted with the myſteries of God, and have not their union and commu­nion with God and Chriſt; Let not thoſe true Prophets, or Teachers, which do declare the minde of the eternall God plainly, who tels Jacob of his ſins, and Iſrael of his tranſgreſſion; let not them, I ſay, that are ſent of God, and ſpeak not their own teſtimony, which do beleeve,Pſal. 116. & therefore do ſpeak without flattering, or fear of any mans perſon, or any croſſe power miſ-led, be exempted from their moſt inward and inviſible calling, to accompany theſe intruders, uſurpers, and defilers of mankinde.
Firſt, tin is like to ſilver: it was the Devils policy, when he tempted our firſt parents,Geneſ. 3. to tell them that they ſhould be as gods, or like God: To be like that we are not, is ſtill in the deſire of the earthy and carnall minde: It is the onely thing profeſſion doth purſue, and rejoyceth in, to be like that another is; to be like ſil er, is to be like the pure word of God; for that the Word the Son of God is reſembled to, they that ſhould teach others, ſhould not be onely the image or the likeneſſe of that they do teach, but they ſhould be the very ſame not like the oracles of God and not them; like the true Prophets, but are falſe prophets; declaring the letter, either [Page] through their own practicall art and ſcience, or elſe by ſtealing that from others, which themſelves had not art to compoſe. This cunning ſophiſtry hath been much in uſe, and it is got into that garb that it deceiveth many, and they deceive themſelves to ſpeak & prate of that that is not within them, but without them; they teach not the teſtimony of Jeſus, that ſhould be the ſpirit of pro­phecie, but ſpeaks out their lying vanities to deceive, yet taken by the world for teachers of the truth.2 Cor. 15.16. But S. Paul bids other Apoſtles not to teach by another mans line, but to get praiſe of God; for he that ſeeketh his praiſe of men, or from himſelf, is not allowed of God. Such Apo­ſtles are deceitfull workers,2 Cor. 11.12, 13, 14, 15. that transform themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt; and no marvell, for Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel of life: therefore it is no great thing, though his Miniſters transform them­ſelves as though they were the Miniſters of righteouſnes, whoſe end ſhall be according to their works.
1. Tin is like ſilver in colour, in luſtre; ſilver is of a very bright colour, and ſhineth much, and tin doth re­ſemble it in the colour and brightneſſe as much; for we may finde by things made of tin being in ſhape and form of the ſilver veſſels, ſome are apt to take one for the other, b [...]ing not in their neer view; ſo the Miniſter he ſhineth, and is a ſpectacle for his whole pariſh to look on, and for others where he reſorteth, obſerving all the rules of civil carriage and behaviour, a fair outſide, good words, cour­teous, ſeemingly thankful for courteſies, temperate ſober, and ready to give advice, and every way ſeeming to be of a godlike behaviour, like the painted ſepulchres that are fair on the out-ſide, but within nothing but dead mens bones.
2. Tin is like ſilver in its ſound, ſilver hath a very ſweet ſound to the ear of man, and nothing can paſſe it; ſo the ſound that the Miniſter doth make,Jer.  [...].14. is very ſweet to the ear, for they ſound out the great love of God, accord­ing to the letter, and tell of his great mercies, like the ſound of the pure word: but where is the true ſound of [Page] the word that ſoundeth to us, the taking up the Croſſe, the ſubmitting and yeelding of our wils to Gods will, de­nying our ſelves, loſing of our lives: this is bitter, Durus ſermo to themſelves, and cannot ſay as Paul did, that he rejoyced in the Croſſe, that is the ſweeteſt ſound to the ſoul, when the myſtery of God comes to be revealed by the Croſſe.
3. Tin is like ſilver in its weight, herein is ſome dif­ference, but yet many times Tin hath not been ſu pected by wait, when a piece of coin hath been counterfeited by it, it is neer it in the weight of it. So are Miniſters like ſilver in the weight, they will ſpeak of as weighty matters and as preſſing, as if the very power of the Lord went a­long with their voices, when it is nothing but a meer preſ­ſure upon the minde for the preſent, and makes the me­lancholly man or woman (it may be) ſermon-ſick. Where is the alteration and change of the minde wrought? It cannot, though they preſſe home with loud voices, terri­ble words, dreadfull and threatening quotations, all is nothing, it is but as the weight of Tin. But the word it ſelf figured to us by ſilver, is that that ſhews its perfect and abſolute weight, when that without (as to the out­ward) makes a greater ſhew; for when the Temple was builded, there was no noiſe of axes and hammers,1 King. 6.7. nor any tool elſe, while it was building, ſo the inward work of the word is not by outward hammering, but by a low and ſtill voice into the inward part.
Fourthly, Tin will adulterate with other metals, and mix it ſelf with them, it will adulterate and mix with braſſe, and ſo it becomes hard, joyning with a hard ſe­vere metall. So doth the Clergy, they mix and adulte­rate with the power and authority, taking that up­on them they are not called unto by the Lord: wit­neſſe theſe late times, wherein the Epiſcopacy had great power and authority to do and undo, upholding by their power t e Beaſt and Antichriſt, compelling men to obſerve dayes and meats, and the Orders of their Rubrique, who did puniſh with as ſevere a puniſh­ment, [Page] him that did deny Biſhops to be Jure divino, as he that ſhould deny Jeſus Chriſt, or the Father, to be God. Bleſſed be God we are delivered from that horrible adul­teration, and ſo far is tin refined, or melted, nay, in that caſe taken clean away: yet the ſeed of that power lies in the earthy minde; for the Clergy would (if poſſible) bear ſome ſway, but becauſe they cannot, they are gotten to be Incendiaries to the Magiſtrate againſt the Innocents, for that the myſtery of Antichriſt is by them a diſcover­ing and laying open to the Beleever, which they cannot endure to hear of, becauſe they are the chief concerned in upholding him, it is conceived that they are the great­eſt hinderers of the growth of the pure and infallible truth. But what can they do? their power, if they were ſo many Biſhops, might be reſtrained: their behaviour concerning marriage heretofore did teſtifie what they were,Pſal. 76.10. and now they rage: but the rage of man will turn to the praiſe of God, and the reſt God will reſtrain. Job ſaith of his perſecutors, Why perſecute ye me, as God, is not my fleſh ſufficient? let them take heed who they perſecute, for Chriſt is upon the earth, though not ſeen by them, nor heard out of the pulpit, and God is ſhaking the heavens, they are chiefly to look to it for they are as the pillars of that heaven that ſhall fade: It is ſaid, when the Son of man ſhall come, ſhall he finde faith on the earth? It is to be doubted, whether there will be any, or no; for the channell begins to be dried up: the Spirits preſence is not where ſome ſay it is, and therefore ſuſpect your ſelves, you that would mix with the authority, take heed of kindling any more fire, if you do, you are like to be burnt in it.
Again, Tin will adulterate and mix with lead. This is a ſtrange thing, that tin ſuch a ſhining metall ſhould de­baſe it ſelf ſo to mix: yet ſo it is, the Clergy will mix themſelves with the poor rabble of the world,Hoſea 7.8. thoſe that are ignorant, and though not openly profane, yet ſecret­ly vile, making them the executioners of their deſigned purpoſes; what they will not be ſeen to do themſelves, [Page] they encourage and countenance the poor to do, as in the perſecution of the tongue, to mock and deride the poor Northern men, that goes about, ſpeaking words of the kingdom, ſuch as Noah was to the old world, a Preacher of righteouſnes. In this matter the Miniſters of the land, ſhew no ſpirit of meeknes,2 Pet. 2.5. neither are they Mini­ſters of the Goſpel that do not obey the Goſpel of our Lord: he ſaith bleſſe them that cur [...]e, pray for them, that hate you, and per [...]ecute you; and they neither bleſſe nor pray, except they pray to have mi chief fall upon ſuch as would ſhew them their blind [...]neſſe and hypocriſie, which they do diſcover by their converſe with the poor: for what is ſaid unto the poor, weak, and ignorant by them, is voted for good, commended and applauded they ſpeak well of them that know them not; for many do live by the rule of cuſtome, and ſo the Miniſter is honoured more out of ignorance and cuſtome, or for ſome preingagements, then any other way elſe but forſowing of pillowes un­der the [...]e bowes of men of higher degree,Ezek. 22.28. Jer. 6.14 8, 11 1 Theſ. 5.3. and ſpeaking peace, when they have no warrant, from the Lord; this makes the rich worldling alſo to hold with them, and plead for them.
3 Furthermore, beſides Tin mixing with metals, it doth alſo beautifie other metalls, it doth put a fairer gloſſe and luſter upon metals, then they have of themſelves, it becomes as a coat or a cloake on them, as for example, Tin covering braſſe makes it very like Silver, as that we call Alkemy, how many have been deceived by this ſort of contrived metals, in veſſels, inſtruments, and in coine, taking it for good Silver when being Braſſe, it hath onely a coat of Tin upon it. Thus doth the Clergy, they put another hue and countenance, upon the Magiſtracy, then they have of themſelves: their aſſociating with them, their frequent converſing with them, their diſcourſing with them, and their advizing, and counſelling of them, makes the world, ſeeing their familiarity, to judge them to be as they are, which ſuppoſe to be the pure metall of Sil­ver, and ſo as in their judgement they conceive well of [Page] the Miniſter, ſo do they of the men in Authority, becauſe are together often in converſe, and in diſcourſe; Thus the world comes to be deceived, to build their confidence up­on hay and ſtubble, which the fire will conſume, although the praiſe the miniſter giveth, makes the party the more in reſpect; it is but of the men of the world: but the Al­mighty God knoweth the heart, and that one doth ſpoil and corrupt the other:Eſa. 5.20. for the Miniſters, as well as the old falſe prophets, are apt to call evil good, and good evill, and ſo there is a wo pronounced againſt them.
Again, Tin it doth beautifie iron, and makes it ſeem as Tin, by which iron, we underſtand the worldling, he that is nothing but Iron, that regardeth nothing but the world and the profits of it, it makes him ſeem to be that he is not, to be as the Tin is, that is, like his Preacher, and his teacher, witneſſe many wretched worldlings, whoſe intimacy with their Preachers,Amos. 3.3. their reſorting to him, their familiar ſociety, walking and talking with them, as agreed, makes the people of the world to take them for no worſe then their Preachers, although like Iron, they be never ſo hard and cruell, lying as iron in the earth, un­till the earth hath turned them to earth; Thus doth the Miniſtry, for their worldly ends, keep company with the men of the world, as long as they live, and ſometimes before they die, like Ravens about a beaſt, they viſit him often for their prey ſake; and when they are dead, they put an eternall fame upon them, worth ſometimes five pounds: This good man, this juſt and upright man, this man that loved the word; a conſtant hearer, and frequen­ter of the Church, and the Ordinances of God, and chari­table to the poor, as appeareth at his death: he is now in Heaven, after which, if a monument of him pietas, virtus, ſanctus, if not, ſanctiſſimus, &c. muſt be part of his Epi­taph: and ſo the miniſters doe not only verniſh, and co­lour the worldlings, and the corrupt minded here while living, but indeavor to perpetuate, and eternize their fame, and all this for the ſucceding expectation of the like reward: Saint Paul became all things, to all men, [Page] that he might gain ſome, that is, ſome to Chriſt, into the houſe of God, into the Kingdom; but ſhame it is that Miniſters are become all things to all men, that they might gain ſome of the world with them, but to gain them to God, to Chriſt, if a ſermon or two, once or twice a week will do it, well, if not what care they: they look for their fleece, and therefore they do with their people of eminence, as ſervants that flatter their maſters, fearing their frownes, and that they ſhall be loſers, if they ſpeak out their mindes really, and not to their maſters affecti­on, or to his gaine being asked, is this well don; though perhaps ill don; yea ſay they, it is well done or otherwiſe if they ſay it is beſt, or may it be lawfull for me, to do thus or thus, though perhaps unlawfull, ſaies the ſervant know­ing his maſters affection, and the purpoſe of his minde; yea, you may lawfully do it: if otherwiſe that the maſter be croſt, away then; if they ſpeak contrary to their mindes and waies. Should a Miniſter ſpeak againſt a rich world [...]ing, and come to him as Nathan did to David, and ſay thou art the man, it is as much as his place is worth: witneſſe certaine places, and towns that might be named, where it is in the power of the chief men of the place: there the preacher muſt be wary.
Laſtly, it doth colour and ſet a gloſſe upon the earth, it makes that to ſhine: for all the earthen veſſels,Matth. 6. that are ſhining white veſſels, they are made ſo with Tin very fair, clear [...], and pure to the eye, but the matter chiefly where­of they are made, is earth; The Clergy doth beautifie and colour the earth; and earthly minded people, who as their Diſciples do follow them, making them, to ſeem that they are not, for they appear to men to pray, to hear, to live orderly among others, when they are but onely civilized, there is nothing within that is changed, the ſame that came into the world, the ſame remains in­wardly in their hearts; yet honeſt men, good men: this is the Tinny approbation, they give them, when poor ig­norant ſouls, there is nothing in them but blindeneſſe of minde, darkneſſe of underſtanding, and clean contrary to [Page] God and his Word, meer earth: They are told by their Miniſter, If they come and hear him, and pray and obſerve their Church duly, they need not be ſo ſcrupulous, and ſo full of inquiry, after things that do not concern them, tradeſmen ſhould not come from off their ſhopboard and leap into Election and Predeſtination,Biſhop Pearce of Wells. but follow their callings, ſo holding them in the outward forme, feeding, cheriſhing and nouriſhing them in blinde hypocriſie, they cannot percei [...]e what the change means,Iohn. 3.4. like to Nicodemus, they wonder at a new birth, and yet they think themſelves to be as good Chriſtians, as any in the world, they ſee themſelves to be full,Deut. 32.1. Iſa. 34.1. Jer. 6.19, 22, 29. and to need nothing, but more of the world, that they might provide for their poſterity, there is all the care they have, which made the Prophet cry; Earth, earth, earth hear the Word of the Lord.
In their Exerciſes they call a Pſalm, and either they or their Clarke, read a verſe at a time, not too much for fear of cloying them, and ſweetned being meter; and the peo­ple muſt ſing to the praiſe and glory of God, That they love the Lord with all their hearts, that Gods Comand­ments are better to them then Gold and Silver, and ſweeter then the Hony, and Hony Combe, and divers ſuch words whereas it is not in their hearts. And thus the Almighty God is mocked, by a company of poor ſoules, that know not what they doe: Yet by the report of their miniſter, they are good Chriſtians, he dawbes with un­tempered morter, and laies a little of his Tin upon them and ſo they paſſe for currant. O what a reckoning will here be when the Lord comes to try, and refine the ſons of Levi, who are re [...]emb [...]ed to Tin, they will be clean taken away, God will have in his temple no other veſſels, but Gold and Silver, that they may bring offerings, to the Lord in righteouſneſſe; then ſhall the offerings, both of Judah and Jeruſalem be acceptable unto the Lord, as in the old time.
Aagain, Tin is a dry metall, and by reaſon of its dry­neſſe, when it is bended it will creek, thoſe that are Mi­neraliſts know this, that Tin of all metalls is dry: Shall it [Page] be ſaid that the Clergy is ſo, it may be ſaid they are dry and thirſty too; their drineſſe appeares that they have but little good within them, and their thirſt declares that they would draw what they could to them: for their dry­neſſe, it appears by their charity, peace, contentation and humility, let them examine themſelves, I would none of them, were to be blamed, but found to be Sions builders, yet being my duty, I muſt ſpeak what I know and have found them to be; I charge not all, that are or have, the name of Miniſters, but the corrupt ones they are uncharitable, contentious, greedy, proud, and per­ſecuting ſome there are; I would ſet down their good­neſſe, if I could perceive any, they are quite dry of all goodneſſe. But this is not all, they are thirſty, that is, they are covetous, their deſire above all is large, for they deſire rich Benefices, fair houſes, farmes, dairies, land, li­ving, ſtore of tithes, all mens good will, their ſervants, their cattell, their gold, and ſilver, what not: if theſe be not like Tin in its drineſſe, then no men are: But they are ſo, and therefore the Lord will melt-them. We may ob­ſerve that in the Temple, there was much Gold & Silver, Braſſe, and Iron uſed, but no Tin: in the new heaven,Rev. 21.1. and new earth that coms dowen from God, there will be no Tin: this Tin was never found but where Apoſtacy was, and when Almighty God, removeth away our Apoſtacy, then will he take away all our Tin.
Again, Tin, when it is bended, it will creek, and cry, it makes a noiſe, and by that ſigne many knowes it to be Tin, and different from mixt metals; will Tin, when it is bowed and bended creek and cry? And what do the Cler­gy, when things goes contrary to their outward peace and welfare, how do they cry till a deliverance comes, till a repair is made; this is ſufficiently experienced, what ex­cellent ſhifts they uſe? above all men, that loſt in the late warrs, they were ſooneſt repaired; they will not ly long in a trouble, or in adverſity, but they will cry to their gods, whether favourers of Epiſcopacy, or Presbytery, they are ſure to ſpeed, rather then not, they will paſſe upon them a [Page] Romiſh ſentence, which ſome poor Ignoramuſſes, ſtand in fear of, and helpes them; out of his tender minde: (ſaith he) a miniſter of the Goſpell! There be many ſuch canonized for Saints, that have done much for the worſt Miniſters, which is to their further hardening. I muſt ſay of them,Matth. 6.5. as our Saviour Chriſt ſaid, verily they have their reward; they have it already, it is in their poſſeſſion, they have all they ſhall have; let them look for no more, for the unrighteous, ſhall not enter into, the King­dome of Heaven.
What a do is there now, with the Clergy, there is news that their kingdom is at end, that there is no need of them, that they are Seducers, and Deceivers, that they preach for hire, here is a great matter to bow them, and bend them, to make them creek and cry: and do they not? Survey their demeanour under this ſtrange Acade­my: they do cry out amain, they travell much, they ſpend their ſpirits much more then they did; having mended their pace, they ſay we are all undone, if this light do con­tinue. If they cannot blow it out, they cry for help, help Judge, help Magiſtrate, help Juſtice, help Lawyer, help common men, help poor, help rabble and raſcality: (I had almoſt forgot) they cry for help to their God too, and that at all publike occaſions and meetings: (I cannot aſ­ſure them that the almighty God will hear them,) al­though ſome men of authority do hear them: my advice is from the Lord to them, Let all fleſh be ſilent be­fore the Lord,Zach. 2.13. for he is raiſed out of his holy place:
Fiftly, Tin, it will receive any impreſſion eaſily: Filius Dei was once ſtampt on the clergy, when the ſons of Levi: Since, was Jure Divino on ſome; & on others, ſuch a Lords Chaplain. They were at the beginning only Prophets, and Prieſts, but of late, they have been (leaving out the Ro­miſh Catalogue) Biſhops, Doctours, Bachelours, and Ma­ſters; As Tin will eaſily receive any ſtamp, cognizance, or badge, ſo will the Clergy, imbrace any place or name, any title whatſoever, to make their benefit great; Yet in all [Page] this, and notwithſtanding all other impreſſions, they claim the old ſtamp, Filius Dei: although they be not Sil­ver, but a mixt deceiveable metal, ſo that they are in the world like unto bad coine: which when ſome ſee the ſtamp, they own the peece for good; being afterwards, upon better view, or advice of others found to be bad, and that no experienced party will meddle with it for good, as it ſo paſt before, then there is a ſtir and a miſchief, being a loſſe and a detriment to him, that received and took it for good: Even ſo the ſtudied doctrines, and ſpeeches, which is ſqueeſed through the corrupt braines of ſome called Divines, and brought through multitudes of words of Art, Eloquence, and Philoſophy, which is not conſi­ſtent with the minde of God, who is the Eternal, and moſt holy God; make much miſchief in the world, among the ſons of men, now. Inſomuch that men that are truly and purely inlightened, will not medle with it, and likewiſe doth forbid their brethren, to have any thing to do with it, knowing and underſtanding, how formerly they were at a loſſe by it, and that ſhortly all ſuch, yea ſuch baſe mixtures, and deceiveable coine, ſhall be called in by the Great Supreme Commander, who will melt it, and refine it, (for there is little baſe coine but Tin is in it.)
Again, as Tin will receive any impreſſion, ſo it will not hold the hammering, it is not malleable, it will not indure ſtrokes, as other metals, but it will break, and tear. So will the Clergy, when any ſtroke comes upon them, it rents them from their people, they then forſake their flock; reduce a hundred to fifty, they are gone: They will not be pliable to yeeld to the perſwaſions of any, but of their own Tribe, and rather then they would turn, they would if their power might, limit God, the Holy One of Iſrael; and do now breathe out impoſſibilities of things, that will come to paſſe, pleading; That this corrupted, defiled, and Apoſtate Church now being,Mal. 1.6. is the very true Church of God, and that they are, as the Apoſtles in the Primitive times were, and that whoſoever doth forſake them, forſakes their mother, and that there is no happi­neſſe [Page] in departing away from them to be expected; for that that is out of it, concerning Gods worſhip, is here­ticall, and abominable, (Can the vote of a Synod, be ſuch a vote, if there were one) I doubt it? for the ſober modeſt Preacher, and the rebaptized, conclude that the Church viſible, is not cleanſed as it ſhould be, or may be: if it were, then Quorſum haec diſpendia, what means all this ſtir, more then ever? what meanes the complaints, ſuch various Judgements and Opinions? what means ſo ſo much burnings, one againſt another? enquire out the author, and the cauſe of it: Is not God by this, beginning to refine his people is not he a gathering of his people to­gether, that were ſcattered, doth not the great day of the Lord, begin to dawn? But I am ſpeaking to them, that care not to hear; for of all men, the worſt man, is a bad Miniſter, (the Schools will ſay that). I know not, where­in they are the worſt, except it be in matter of turning. It is a ſad thing for a Leader to retreat, for a Teacher, to un­teach, for a miniſter to change, Oh no, it is againſt his cre­dit. The good Propher Jona was faulty in this, but what became of him, you may read, a heavy puniſhment: the like ſad things, may come upon ſuch, as now raile, revile, and perſecute, thoſe men that now ſay, that the Lord will ſuppreſſe all the teachings of men, and that there is a light, in every man, that directs him to obedience: ſhall poor vile wretched man, ſay out of his unbelief, God can­not this way bring men to himſelf: but it muſt be, by the ancient Apoſtatized way? be ſilent for ever, and let God alone, in his moſt wonderfull Changings.
Sixtly, Tin is a metall that will conſume by fire, and come to aſhes contrary to other metals, Gold and Silver will not conſume; neither will Braſſe conſume by fire, waſte it will. But Tin will ſuddenly be conſumed, and then all the luſter, the glory and brightneſſe of it is gone, and cannot appear any more, happy were it, that the meſ­ſengers of the Lord, as they call themſelves, were as Sil­ver, that their luſter might continue, as ſhall the luſter and glory of the Word, the Son of God: But there is a [Page] time of fading, periſhing, and conſuming of all the glory of Tin, and ſo there will be, of all the Shinings, Gloſſings, Gliſterings, Soundings, Likeneſſes, Adulterations, Sha­dowes, Mixings, Coverings, & Impreſſions, which are not purely of & from the Lord: but begotten in the corrupt minde, artificially, through the skill of vain man beautifi­ed, adorned, and ſet out as the glory of the eternall God, ſeeming to be as the Lords golden candleſticks;The aſhes of Tin ſerves to ſcour iron, ſtone, and o­ther things. but the Lord will conſume all with the breath of his mouth, and make the aſhes of it, as the aſhes of Tin ſerveth, to clear and to make bright other veſſels, inſtruments and tools which may ſerve in his houſe for the future.
Hear then, all you that boaſt of your callings, that are not called of the Lord, as Paul he ſaith, that he was by the will of God, and not by the will of man; you (I ſay) that are called by the will of man, and of men, to be ſpeakers, and teachers, or miniſters, know this, that Je­ſus Chriſt is the Miniſter of reconciliation, and the onely teacher of his people, and you are the intruders among his people, taking up that liberty to your ſelves that belongeth not to you; being you know not what you ſay, nor the word you ſpeak, nor the Goſpel that you profeſſe, and pretend you preach to the world; for the Goſpel is hid to them that periſh, and if you be in that periſhing and conſuming condition, wo be to you from the Lord. Deceive not your ſelves in theſe laſt times, wherein God in great love comes to manifeſt himſelf unto his: think not that the old veſſels of Tin can now ſtand, that hath held all manner of moſt filthy poiſon for this many yeers, and that the boaſting of bare ignorance & hypocriſie can uphold them. Hath not the outward viſible Church, ſince the primitive Saints, been apoſtatized and corrupted this many hundred yeers? Do you conceive that the lopping of ſome boughs off the tree, that hath ever ſince brought forth bad fruit, will ſerve the turn? No, no, the tree it ſelf muſt be cut down and caſt into the fire, the corrupt and droſſie metals muſt be refined. This the Almighty will do, he will gather his jewels and his wheat, his [Page] Saints, he will gather them together, and there ſhall be one Shepherd, and one ſheepfold, there ſhall be no more hirelings that do forſake the ſheep when the woolfe cometh, for fear of their own perſons; but the Lord God will be their everlaſting light and defence, amidſt all their enemies.
Is it Gods complaint, that his people are Tin? it con­cerns all to look about, although by his Prophets he complains onely againſt the Prophets that ſinned againſt him, and alſo the Prieſts for their behaviour towards him and his people, as by the reſemblance of tin is at large ſet forth; yet other people, inclining to the wayes of the Prophets and the Prieſts, are herein alſo concerned: Some there are that put their truſt and confidence in the ſayings and doings of others for themſelves, and not wil­ling to romage their inner man, to get a teſtimony of their own; but rely on the preaching, praying, and prai­ſings of God, by thoſe Prophets and Prieſts lips, being content to hazard their eternall welfare, not caring in their inward and inviſible part, to anſwer and obey the light that acquaints them with their condition, and ſo live without the evidence and aſſurance of their eternall welfare. Fools and blinde, can you be content to lie down, and be ſatisfied with the bare name of Chriſtians, and not prove your ſelves to be ſo in very deed? You ſhould work out your ſalvation with fear and trembling;2 Cor. 13. [...] but, like Felix, you do not care for to tremble, you will hear of that another time, and ſo put it off untill you have no time left, and then your trembling ſhall have no end; let not your religion be of that ſort, that hath no union, or communion with God;Matth. 5.13. if it be ſo, it is like that ſalt that is unſavoury, that is not good for any thing, but for the dunghill: but let your religion be that of the Saints of old, that could ſay, The Lord is my habitation. When we can truly ſay, I finde Chriſt liveth in me, then ſhall we be able to draw concluſions of Gods love in all con­ditions, either of proſperity, or adverſity, and in it ſhall behold with great joy, through the Croſſe, our dignity [Page] that we are called the ſons of God: then ſhall we finde within our ſelves the pure ſalt that preſerveth us, being in the fleſh, as naturall ſalt doth keep fleſh from tainting, ſo ſhall we be kept holy and blameleſſe, till the coming of the Lord.
In the third place, let us ſee how Iſrael is Iron, and how the people of traffique, Merchants, men of com­merce and trade, their exerciſe being to the ſupport of their Nation, City, Town, or place, where they dwell or inhabit, are reſembled to iron.
Firſt, Iron is a metall that is very hard and ſtrong, and is of very great uſe to the main buſineſſe of the world, of­ficiating various and ſundry kindes of ſeverall ſervices and uſes.
Secondly, it is a metal, that notwithſtanding its ſtrength and ſerviceableneſſe, is ſubject above all metals to ruſt, to loſe not onely his beauty and colour, but to loſe its ſtrength; yea, utterly all, and its very ſubſtance changed and turned into earth.
This metall of iron, there is no dealing with it with­out the fire, and with the fire it is very yeelding, to the bringing forth, or making of any inſtrument, tool, or thing whatſoever is neceſſary for building, fencing, fra­ming, foiling, ſecuring, drawing, cutting, hammering, delving, plowing, and all kindes of working, inſomuch that there is no buſineſſe concerning the world, but there, to the doing of that buſineſſe, iron, and things and inſtru­ments made of iron, both on the land and on the ſea are attending.
The which doth ſet forth unto us the great buſineſſe and ſervice that the men of the world doth, as in the world, and to and for the love and ſake of the world one­ly: by them many great deſignes and enterpriſes are brought to paſſe of merchandizing, and trading, and commerce; as alſo much manufactory, husbandry, til­lage, and labours, wherein is ſeen to the outward, the great providence of God in the world, in diſpoſing of all the affairs of men, in their outward adventures and their [Page] more hard labours; ſome men ſitting ſtill, and living up­on the adventures and labours of others, and others la­bouring and endevouring themſelves with much hard­ſhip to maintain themſelves.
Is iron a very hard and ſtrong metall? So are the peo­ple of trade and merchandiſe, and all other ſignified by iron; they are hard, not eaſily plied and bowed, they are hard in their bargains, dealings, hirings, and paying of wages; they are ſtrong, for they have great ſubſtance, much art and cunning, and do gain great profits, poſ­ſeſſions, and inheritances, having the exerciſe of buying and ſelling all commodities uſefull for men.
As the Lord doth complain againſt them he ſets up in authority, and againſt his Prophets; ſo doth he com­plain againſt others of his people, who were ſet by him, and appointed in callings, to furniſh the Nations with things convenient for the outward neceſſity of man, and here ſayes they are iron, they are as hard as iron, they will not ply (ſaith the Lord) nor bow to me, but are a ſtiff-necked people, a ſtubborn and a gain-ſaying people, a people that have deaf ears, blinde eyes, hard hearts, as deaf as the deaf adder, that will not hear the voice of the Charmer charm he never ſo wiſely; that walk according to the ſtubbornneſſe of their own hearts, and their rebel­lious wils and underſtandings; and ſuch Chriſt ſpake of in his time, They will not come to me that they might have life: and others that will not come to the feaſt, they are ſet and reſolved, and firmly determine, they will not yeeld, ſubmit, and bow. And as they are hard and ſtiff, that they will yeeld no obedience to God, ſo likewiſe they are hard and cruell to their brethren in their bargains and dealings, eſpecially to their poor; they have no reſpect to equity, but to great gain, and herein they do uſe lying, deceit, guil, over-reaching, and oppreſſion, the one to the other; and as the more hard iron doth cut the ſoft iron, and makes it to be fit inſtru­ments for uſes and purpoſes, ſo doth the hard and cruell man, he cuts his neighbour not onely in his outſide, but [Page] in his very inward, nay, to the taking of away the very marrow of his poor neighbours bones: they are hard and cruell in their hiring of poor men, waiting and taking all the advantages that may be, to ſcrew them and bring them to work ſo low, that they cannot maintain them­ſelves, nor their families: they are hard in paying of wages, concerning the time and the place, not when they moſt need, or at the moſt convenient place, but put­ting them to the worſt every way, to make them the more ſerviceable and tendable upon them. Some there be that do abate the poor man of his wages, or pay him in bad coin, or bad commodity. Thus, thus do the people deal that are ſignified by iron, and reſembled to iron, wherein large complaints might be made againſt them.
Again, they are ſtrong, they have great ſubſtance and much art; they are ſtill gaining great profits, inheritan­ces and lands, having the exerciſe of buying and ſelling. God made man righteous, but he hath ſought out many inventions; herein, in the traffique, merchandiſe, and trading of the world, is ſeen much of the wickedneſſe of men: Firſt, man makes himſelf ſtrong by owning other gods, he is ſtrong in his own might, making his merchan­diſe, his trade, or his calling to be as his god; in it he puts his confidence and his truſt more then in God. I would I could not ſay it, but true it is, that the worldly man doth put his truſt in his merchandiſe, in his trade, in his husbandry in his manufactory, in his cunning, in his craft, in his deceit: hence it is, that ſome places and houſes, that are and have been, are called houſes of de­ceit; it is a very ſad thing being well conſidered that any man ſhould profeſſe himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and relie, confide, and wholly put his truſt in his outward calling for the ſupport and maintaining of his family, not truſting God in the leaſt, but to wall in, to himſelf, all poſſible things within his own reach, to his viſible eye, for to er e him not onely from wanting, but to get an eſtate▪ and to make him [...]elf great by deceit.
Secondly, man becomes ſtrong when he hath attained [Page] his own deſires, and brought to paſſe his own ends. Re­ſolution to be rich (being accompliſhed) makes the heart as ſtrong as iron; for reaſon gives to man, that if once he hath gotten, he may keep what he hath gotten, and ſo poor blinde man, having gotten a ſubſtance, doth glory in it, and boaſt of it, it may be not without ſome verball ex­preſſions of the bleſſing of God to him in his trade, or his way that he did exerciſe himſelf in: But he is ſtrong, he is able for great undertakings, and to give aſſiſtance to others; he is ſtrong, fearing no change, no alteration, he hath enough to maintain himſelf and his, he is not be­holding to any, others are to him; he is ſtrong concern­ing the noble atchievements, in bringing about great de­ſignes, whereby many poor is ſet on work, much buſi­neſſe, as to the livelihoods of many, is generated and born out of his care and caſting about in the ſeverall un­dertakings of himſelf, that it is merit ſufficient for him to do ſo much publike good, crying peace to himſelf, in the ſatisfaction of his earthly minde, that becauſe of his conceived publike good he doth, carrying a greater coun­tenance then other mens buſineſſe doth in the world, he bleſſeth himſelf in his own imagination, & ſo becoms ſtrong, but not according as S. Paul ſaith, Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Thirdly, man becomes ſtrong in his own conceit, that after he hath gained an eſtate, and is the means of much employment of others to get their living, then man comes to preferment, to honour and dignity, to have many friends, to have all men to ſpeak well of him, and to be friendly to him, to afford him any ſervice and re­ſpect, to praiſe him and to pray for him: Salomon ſaith, The rich have many friends, but the poor is hated of his neighbour: the worldly rich man, what can he deſire more: when he hath gotten that that makes him ſtrong, he needs not to fear, nor to be afraid what evil can come to him; he is ſafe, he is well provided for, (as the word is.) Thus we ſee how worldly men, rich men, are of the ſtrength of iron, ſtrong every way to their hearts deſire; [Page] ſurely theſe ſtrong men may be concerned in the ſpeech of our Saviour,Luk. 11.22. when the ſtrong man keeps the houſe all things are at peace; but when a ſtronger than he cometh upon him, then he taketh from him all his armour wherein he truſted, and divideth his ſpoils: when men come to attain, beſides the worldly contentments, ſome inward peace that nothing doth diſturb them, diſquiet them, or ail them, then they are ſtrong and able in their own imagination, to overthrow power, to vanquiſh all things that ſhall riſe up againſt them: Even then in the height of all this, there is ſorrow in the midſt of laugh­ter, weakneſſe in the midſt of ſtrength. There is an over­ruling power and ſtrength that ſees the folly and mad­neſſe of men, to think themſelves ſtrong, and wiſe, and rich, when they are weak, fooliſh, and poor; for God will blaſt all the ſtrength of men, and they ſhall know that the Lord is onely ſtrong.
Again, as iron is a metall of great uſe & much ſtrength, ſo it is a metall that is very ſubject to ruſt, and to come to earth again.
Iron is a metall that will not mix with other metals, yet it may be gilded, ſilver'd, and tinn'd: workmen do make many ſundry ſorts of things of iron, the which is gilded, and ſilver'd, and tinn'd.
That iron which is gilded, doth ſet out to us thoſe worldly people, men of the world that are very high in profeſſion and in ſeeming practice, as if they were the very ſons of God, and of theſe men now, there is the greateſt talk and the greateſt ſtir, and the greateſt plague will fall upon them; for they are not as the threeſcore queens that Salomon in the Canticles ſpeaks of, but as the four [...]core Concubines, they are in ſhew ſuch as are married to the Lord, that are eſpouſed to him; but in truth they love other gods beſides, therefore they are iron for its ſtrength, and as gilded iron in re pect of their ex­ceeding fair ſhew among men: I would our Nation had but a few of theſe, leſſe than fourſcore, but I fear there are thouſands ſpeaking according to the capacity of men. [Page] Would there were not thouſands of them among the Presbyterians. But what ſhall I name them? may not there be ſome among the Independants, among the ba­ptized Churches, and among the people called Quakers; theſe people compared to gilded iron are not to be found otherwhere; for they have proteſted againſt the common Proteſtant and Epiſcopaliſt, beſides all other religions of that ſort. O wo, wo, wo from the Lord a­gainſt all ſuch that have ſuch coſtly and golden coverings, and meer iron within, that ſeem above other profeſſours and practiſers, not onely to be changed, but to be ange­lized; not onely to be civilized, but to be (as it were) deified. Theſe, theſe are hypocrites with a witneſſe, which the Lord is now ſhewing to the world, he is unco­vering and taking away their gilt, and they ſhall ſhew and appear what their inſide is: Theſe are the worſt of all men, like to the Devil, that can transform himſelf into an Angel of light; of theſe I will ſay no more, but what is ſaid of them, Heb. 10.26. For if we ſin willingly after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a fearfull looking for of judgement, and violent fire which ſhall de­vour the adverſary.Heb. 6.4, 6, 7, &c. Again, Heb. 6.4. there are terrible things for the Apoſtate.
Again, that iron which is ſilver'd, are another ſort of profeſſours in the world, who are not upon ſo high a ſtrain as the other, but yet they are not according to their ſhew, they are as Martha was, that was cumbered with much buſineſſe, but Mary had choſen the better part, which ſhall never be taken away, the gold and the ſilver, that is as a covering to iron, ſhall by means of lying on the iron wear away; for the iron will ſhew it ſelf, and break tho­row its covering: Theſe ſorts of people are a worldly peo­ple but yet they are full of the Word in their mouths, al­wayes, talking of God, his word, and of religion; but they have not the power of it in their hearts, they are onely in ſhew; for theſe do perſecute people that live in the power and life of what they do profeſſe, which doth [Page] manifeſt by that, that they are enemies to the Croſſe of Chriſt. To be Silver without, and Iron within, is much like to that fooliſh builder, not building his houſe on a Rock, but on the Sands; when the windes came, and the rain fell, it blaſted not onely the glory of the profeſ­ſion, but the very houſe it ſelfe fell, for when the wea­ther of affliction comes, it weares away the ſilvering, and then the Iron that ruſteth, and becomes earth, and ſo all is worth nothing?
Secondly, Iron is ſubiect above all metalls to ruſt, and ſo looſes not onely his beauty and his colour, but alſo his ſtrength yea his very ſubſtance, for by lying in the earth, it is turned unto earth.
Iron, never ſo well cleaned and beautified, will loſe his colour, let it be from the fire, the fire doth preſerve it ſtanding, or being uſed neer it. So long as the fire of God anger is neer the worldling, ſo long is he of a bright hue, and countenance, and ſome appearance of God is in him: But when his corrupt heart, joyneth it ſelf to earth, or to the waters, that is to lie in the earth, in his earthly and carnall minde, and not be brought out of it, but there remains ſtill, in its own element, it becomes afterwards, to be very earth it ſelf, by ruſting in it.
How is the worldling by loving the world, cleaving to it, and delighting in it, loving it with all his heart, with all his minde, with all his ſoul, with all his ſtrength exerciſing all his underſtanding, art, cunning, and wiſ­dome, in the proſecution of it, adding more and more to his deſire, and to his endeavours ſtill unſatisfied? ſo that in the end, he becomes infinite in his deſires being with­out bounds, or limits, no word or counſell can reſtrain him, but colours the unmeaſurable deſire, of ſtill obtain­ing, with the ſhew of good husbandry, and thrift, and therein thinks he doth God good ſervice, in the exerciſing of his talent, and pleads for his moſt covetous and wretched practiſes, which is the height of all wickednes, to plead for it, and to defend it, againſt all the perſwa­ſions [Page] that can be urged: So that the lying in this earthly minde and will, without any remorſe at all, makes him to be very earth, he is eaten up and devoured of his own earthly, ſenſuall, and worldly purſuings, that there is no­thing of God in him, neither of Religion, being thus cen­tured, hence it comes to paſſe, that being preſent at any meeting, where any thing of God is ſpoken, though he be preſent in body, he is abſent in minde, and either his minde wanders, & his thoughts runs out into the world, or elſe heavie, and ſleepy, in ſuch places, and at ſuch ex­erciſes, declaring plainly, that he hath no love at all to God, his Word, or Religion; the talke of it is tedious to him, he cannot bear it; it is to him, as an unſavoury, or an unreliſhable diſh of meat, being offenſive to him, it muſt be taken from him; or elſe he will de­part.
Lamentable is the caſe of worldlings, in reſpect of their loving the treaſure of the world; whereas being men made with a face directed to look upward, they look downwards, alwaies groveling in the earth like beaſts. And this is not all; but there are ſome, who live and cen­ter themſelves, in the pride and pleaſure of the world: what the world affords them, they do embrace it, and make their chief delight and joy in it: the proud man that is proud of his eſtate, means, lands, livings, friends, or his place or office is here concernd, in this reſemblance of iron, and he living here, in the onely ſervice of his volun­tary and high minde, ad [...]ancing himſelf above others, and thinking himſelf, in his proud conceit, to be better then others, ſtaveth off from himſelf all good, counſell to hu­mility, that in the end he is ſwallowed up, into ſuch an extream deluge of pride, being hardened in it, that no­thing will work upon him; his ruſt and filth of his proud minde doth devour him. The like may be ſaid of ſuch as give themſelves up wholly to pleaſure, and can ſee no benefit at all to themſelves, but onely the pleaſure; yea, the pleaſure that the world yeeldeth them, that they take as their portion, and dreams of a Heaven that is of ſuch [Page] like condition. Beware oh ye that love pleaſure more then God, for your end is damnation, and while you live thus, not owning God, or the pleaſure: and pleaſant­neſſe of His countenance, you are ſo ruſted with lying in pleaſure, that nothing but earth, and the tranſitorineſſe of that pleaſure ſhall be your reward, and are devoured by that wherein your fleſh delighted.
Doth God complain that his people are Iron, great cauſe there is for it, for the greateſt part of the world are as Iron, hard and ſtiffe cruel and ſtrong, worldly, covetous, proud, and living in pleaſure; conſider this ye that do for­get God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver you, although you are as ſtrong, and as hard as Iron, the Lord can finde away to weaken and ſoften you, the fire of his wrath will do it, there is nothing too hard for the Lord: hath he ſaid and ſhall it not be done. Break off therefore your ſins by repentance, and your iniquities by ſhewing of mercy: be liberall and bountifull in the diſtri­bution of what God hath given you to the poor make not the earth your own, it is the Lords, and he giveth it to the ſons of men, Boaſt not of any worldly thing, it is all va­nity, your wiſdom, your ſtrength, your riches, honour and dignity, and all ſhall paſſe away as a vaine thing.Eccles. 2. So­lomon had all his heart could deſire, of all the pleaſurable things of the world, and when he had conſidered all, he ſaw all to be vanity, and vexation of ſpirit, and that there is no profit under the Sun.
Fourthly, and laſtly, let us ſee how Iſrael is ſaid to be Lead, in the poor, mean, and people of low de­gree.
Lead is a metal that is ſoft and waighty, it is pliable, and will receive any impreſſion, and it hath ſilver contain­ed in it, not to be ſeen: it is alſo malleable:
Of all the former metals, this hath the leaſt eſteem yet the beſt metall, conſidering the good qualities of it, being ſoft, and pliable, and retaining ſomething of ſilver.
1 Is Lead ſoft and pliable, ſo are the poor of the world, they are ſoft in their anſwers, as Solomon ſaith, A ſoft word [Page] appeaſeth ſtrife: it is not for a poor man to ſtirre up ſtrife, his care is to peace, gi [...]ing good words, diligent atten­dance ſuffering wrong; he is ſoft, being gentle, and ſub­miſſive, he is ſoft, in being friendly and ſerviceab e every way a poor man is ſoft, not rough, nor rigid, nor high minded, as the former ſorts of men, exemplified by other ſorts of metals are.
2 A poor man is alſo pliable as lead, you may winde him▪ and turn him any way, put him to any bu [...]neſſe, ſpeak any thing to him, he is content to be of anothers judgement, being ignorant,  [...]oon perſwaded, do any thing for a livelyhood.
3 Again, a poor man, like as lead will receive any impreſſion any ſtamp; call him what you will any title ſerves him, he bears it becauſe he cannot avoid it he is al­ſo as Lead malleable; the hammer will faſhion him to any thing; to this condition or to that, to any forme.
In all the [...]e qualifications the poor ſeemeth to be the beſt of all. Mo [...]t true it is, that there are a ſort of poor, that in all the equalities, do appear in the world beyond the men of the world, (whom our precedent diſcourſe hath made mention of): for the wiſdom of Almighty God is ſuch that he knoweth what is beſt for us, and to ſome, in his great and rich love, doth he give a very ſmall pittance of the outward things of this life, that being hereby pinched they might be ſtill calling to God, who is the giver of all things meat, and drink apparell, hou­ſes, and other neceſſaries, they are gifts of God; Dantur bonis quia non mala, dantur malis qu [...]a non bona, good men may be bettered by them, and e ill men may be made worſe however it be, yet God is good, and loving to Iſ­raell and to all them that are true of heart; they ſhall want nothing that is good for them. Ha [...]h God appointed the poor to ſerve the rich, and are they th [...]s p [...]i [...]b [...]e,  [...]o [...]t and gentle, unto their earthly maſters, Let us by them, yea, let all the great ones of the world, learn to be p ia­ble to their Maker, in all t ings, as the poor man is to his maſter, be willing to go, to come, to be eaſily [Page] perſwaded by the Word of our God, and not to live being ignorant according to our own judgements, and under­ſtandings, but according to the will of our God:Pſalm. 7 [...] David when he ſaw the proſperity of the wicked, he was caſt down, and thought he had cleanſed himſelf in vain, But afterwards, when he had been at the Sanctuary of God, he underſtood, &c. and ſaid, Thou wilt guide me with thy counſell, and after that receive me to Glory; In this, let us learn of the poor, and be poor in ſpirit, for they ſhall in­herit the Kingdom of God: the poor takes any impreſſion, call him what you will, he is not angry neither offended; ſo ſhould it be with us, take all manner of wrongs and in­juries patiently, not ſeeking revenge, but be Mal eable, un­der the hammer of God, to be beaten, and faſhioned to what he will have us to be.
Again, Lead is waighty, and in that quality it is like Gold, for that is the weightieſt of all metals. But this lead being a waighty and heavie metall, it ſerveth in the world to make weights, wherewith moſt commodities that are ſold by weight, are weighed and ballanced. So are they, the poor of the world, they are as the weights wherewith the dealings of men, one with another, and towards themſelves, are by them weighed, and conſider­ed; all their unjuſt actions, their oppreſſions, fraud, in­juries, and hard dealing is by them ſeen, and felt, and known more then to others; for by ſuch means, men are made poor, and kept ſo: and therefore the preſſure of it lying on them chiefly, it is by them weighed, and con­ſidered, and alſo by them judged, cenſured, and exe­crated,
Lead alſo is waighty in another reſpect, and that is in reſpect of the poor themſelves, being heavie, and bur­denſome, to the places, they are and do remain in: ſome of them, being aged, lame, impotent and blind, and de­ſtitute; theſe poor are chargeable, and burdenſome, and ſuch as theſe, are alwaies in the world, and to be provi­ded for.
Thete is alſo poor that are vagarants, rogues, theeves, [Page] and poor priſoners; the which are troubleſome, to the Common Wealth, and burdenſome where they are; theſe the civil Magiſtrate ſhould take in hand to reſtrain, pu­niſh, and ſuppreſſe:
Here we ſee, that the poor here underſtood by the me­tall Lead, are of two kindes, the one are very flexible, and tractable, and doth reſemble the ſilver, that is in the Lead, as it lies in the droſſy body unſeen.
The other poor is as the droſſey body of the Lead, which muſt by refining be brought to a ſeparation, forth from the Silver, and ſo the one makes a veſſell for the re­finer, and the other is as a weighty, and burdenſome peo­ple in the world.
Take Lead as it is in the originall, and ye cannot per­ceive any Silver to be in it. So the poor; they are ſuch that have ſome graces, and diſcoveries of God unto them, but they cannot ſhew it; they are ſo trampled on by the men the world, and kept low, in a deſpiſed, forlorne, and mean condition, that they cannot exerciſe their graces as they ſhould, it lies inwardly in the heart, and doth not appear outwardly; This is the condition of many, and yet the rich juſtifie themſelves very much, by the carriages of the poor, being contrary to them; for they fre­quent publike preaching, and uſe long prayers, pay their dues, ſpeak the truth without avowing, and do acts of charity, being ſober, and chaſt outwardly, whereby it comes to paſſe, that the rich man in his demeanor, and carriage bleſſeth himſelf that he is not ſuch a one as the poor, like the proud Phariſee, that did thank God he was not as other men, he did faſt twiſe a week, &c. where­as there is a great difference between them; the rich can very well ſpare the time, to be ſeen of men, and ſpend much in the outward viſible matter of ſervice, and no­thing troubles him, all things is in ſtore for his uſe, with­out ſeeking after it. But the poor man, he muſt get his bread, and be imployed, at all ſeaſons, for that end, to have to ſuſtain nature: but ſeeing the difference, he crieth to the Lord, from his heart, God be mercifull to me a ſinner, [Page] and ſo getteth inward comfort, and ſolace, though out­wardly he cannot ſhew it to the world.
Other poor, that is ſignified by Lead, being parted from the Silver, is that fort of poor, that are wicked: of theſe there are, that are mockers, raylers, revilers and ver­bal perſecutours, ſlanderers of men in high places, for good acts of Juſtice, Piety, and Charity, having nor the fear of God before their eyes: they are ready to do any evill, as coadjutors to others, being thereunto engaged, wherein men of eminence, outwardly civil, forbear in their own perſons, and force and compell thoſe poor whom they can command. And thus the deſignes of evil men, are brought to paſſe, and executed as in theſe dayes, againſt the pure people of God, who are drawn from the the common practice of the world, to live more neerer with God, and to commune with him, out of the worlds ordinances; theſe are much abuſed and mocked.
Some of theſe poor are ſuch, that are diſcontented that they are poor, falling from one wickedneſſe to another, and moſt rudely do abuſe the Name of God, his people, his creatures, and all the things of God, impatient, paſſi­onate, and charging of God, for aflicting them; ſome, as it hath been heard ſay, ſaid: Could God do more to me then he hath done? ſome alſo that were before,A poor man at Cardiffe. of ſome ability and means, having loſt it, are moved through the inſtigation of the evill One, to rage and foment evill a­gainſt their Maker; for that they have not, as heretofore, to carry on the deſires of their luſtfull hearts, into that, they formerly lived in?
There are alſo poor that are idle, lazy, and ſwiniſh, that are as monſters among men, and the very ſhame, of nature, by their moſt filthy, naſty, and beaſtly behaviour, who are nor worthy the name of men, and women, who takes no care, neither will they be adviſed, and ruled by any good perſwaſion, or deſire the ſame: but like brute beaſts, which have no underſtanding to ſeek after any thing that ſavours of civility, or humanity; for theſe, let our pity and grief, make future prevention, that no more [Page] may fall into the like condition, that poor children may have ſome Chriſtian education, a thing deſired of all them that fear the Lord:
Muſt the poor, the Lead be melted? Conſider this, then ye that are the poor of the world, although you have not ſtore of talents, put into your hands as others have: if you have but one, you muſt not hide it in a napkin, you muſt imploy it. Demean your ſelves, according to your meaſure, murmure not at your ſhort allowance you have of the things of this life; but rather praiſe the Almighty God that you are kept ſhort, ſeeing his great love in it, that you ſhould not enjoy the deſires of your own fleſhly wills, and heart, which would make you to ſpurne and kick againſt your maker,Job. 11.12. and to be as, Job ſaith, like the wilde Aſſes colt, to run away from him, and to be fild with high exaltations, living in, and loving of, the vanities the world affordeth, having not that way of procuring, and perfecting the full accommodation of theſe terrene and earthly treaſures, neither able to reach them by any earthly means, or power in your ſelves▪ but are kept low, depreſſed, and deſpiſed by the men of the world, who live in eaſe, pleaſure, and delight, knowing little care, ſorrow, or want, having all things to the full, and every thing proſpereth and goes well with them, who are like unto the fatted Oxe, that is fitted for the ſlaughter. You that are the poor of the world, know, that the Lord, out of his great mercy would not have you to periſh with the wor [...]d, but makes the world, to be bitter and grievous to you, that your mindes might be ſet on Hea­ven and heavenly things. Obſerve but the manner of the world, and the ſeverall conditions of men in the world, and you ſhall finde, that it is a more bleſſed thing▪ for to be kept ſhort of the things of this life, then to have them to the full: David ſaith, before I was afflicted I went a­aſtray; and the prophet ſaith from the Lord In their affli­ction they will ſeek me early: poverty is accounted an affliction for all affliction, that is outward, tendeth to that end, to make men poor; Seeſt thou a man, that [Page] ſome diſeaſe hath ſeized on him? that is pined for hun­ger, ſtarved with cold, wounded, bruized, crippled, im­priſoned, or any ſuch like thing is come upon him, or ei­ther croſſe or loſſe? if there be any grace in that party, it will then be diſcovered; for there will be ſome ſym­ptomes, ſome cryings and callings, ſome relentings, ſome ejaculations, or other expreſſions of a penitent heart, which were not ſhewn in time of proſperity and health; For the proſperous welfare of the ſons of men in this life, doth cauſe corruption and infection in the inward man, ſo that it often falleth out, that the loſſe of a limb, of the fight, of goods, ſtrength, or liberty, by the goodneſſe and mercy of God in his providence, is the drawing and gain­ing of a ſoul unto God. Job he praiſed God for e [...]i [...] as well as for good, and made it to appear, that the evil of puniſhment, correction and affliction, is better then pro­ſperity. Happy are thoſe that ſee God to be good unto them in affliction and in poverty, ſurely the Lord is good to all, then to the poor that are the Lords; for they ſhall be melted and refined, and be made as the Lord will make others to be, his veſſels; for he dwelleth with the humble, and men of low degree, he deſpiſeth not the poor but ſetteth them up among Princes.
By this that h [...]th been ſaid concerning theſe ſeverall metals, Braſſe, Tin, Iron, and Lead, we ſee what Iſrael was and what England is, and what would become of us, if the Lord God ſhould not melt us; Surely, we can never enter into his Kingdom, we cannot be veſſels, or tem­ples for hi [...] Spirit to dwell in; except we are melted all are droſſe and droſſie ſubſtances, all both high and low, rich and poor have erred, and do go aſtray from the Lord, and it is his great mercy that he doth acquaint his people what ſhall come upon them, and unto them; He will not deal with all as he doth with his own peo­ple; for all are not Iſrael, th [...]r are of Iſrael▪ There­fore ſaith the Lord, I will gather them, w [...]ich is the firſt thing that God will do, now they are diſcovered to be what they are.
[Page]Fourthly, he will gather them, and bring them into the midſt of Jeruſalem. Will God gather his people? He will do it. Are his people ſcattered? It doth appear ſo. Theſe words do not ſo much make it to appear, as the experience the people of God have had of their conditi­on, at all times and in all ages of the world, as in Geneſis; I will divide them in Jacob, Geneſ. 4.7. Nehem. 1.8. 1 King. 22.17. Ezek. 31.10. Ezek. 34.6. and ſcatter them in Iſrael; Nehem. 1. Ye will tranſgreſſe, and I will ſcatter you a­mong the people. God doth ſcatter his people. And the ſhepherds that are over them doth ſcatter them, E­zek. 34.10. If Gods people be a ſcattered people, that are not known by their multitudes and great numbers, at publike places and meetings, but are expelled and dri­ven out from thoſe places; then there is matter of ſu­ſpition, what thoſe places of great reſort are, and what the people are, that do meet together by ſuch multitudes.
God will gather them: How will God gather them? He will gather them as men gather fruit,2 King. 4 39. Geneſ. 31.46. Pſal. 106.47. Jerem 49.5. Matth. 3. or herbs; he will with his own hand pull them from that whereunto they are fixed, and will draw them out, or from the place, or places, where they abide and remain, as men gather ſtones; he will gather his people from the Heathen, from the men of the world, he will bring them from among the Nations, he will gather him that wandereth, he will gather his out of the far Countrey. He will gather them into his houſe, into his garner, into his boſom; they ſhall be within his limits, neer to himſelf, to have acquaint­ance with him, to be ſaved and defended by him.
What great comfort is here to the people of God that are ſcattered, they ſhall be gathered. God will do it, here is his word for it, who can hinder him, who can ſcatter? when he ſaith he will gather, he will gather them to him­ſelf, to an acquaintance one with another; there ſhall be one God and one King,Zach. 14.7. Joh. 11.52. they ſhall be taken from off their other Gods, their other lovers, My Beloved is but one: this was was propeſied by Caiaphas. That he might gather together in one the children of God that are ſcat­tered, Epheſ. 1.10. He will gather all things into one by [Page] Jeſus Chriſt, who is the head of the body, that being knit and coupled together, it may increaſe together in love. That that God gathers to himſelf, he doth eſteem of it, he loves it, he doth delight in it, takes care of it, it continues with him for ever.Joh. 10.28, 29. None ſhall be able to pull any thing out of Gods hand that he hath gathered: them that God doth gather from wandering in the four elements, he doth not intend they ſhall return, but he will keep them as the apple of his eye, as the ſignet on his right hand.
Was the people of God a ſcattered people, and are they not ſo now? Were the true Iſraelites ſcattered, and are not the true Beleevers ſo now? Many of the Saints are weeping in ſilent, for want of a ſolemn Aſſembly; but it cannot be, it is their lot to ſit down and weep by the waters of Babylon, while others ſing pſalms,Pſal. 137.1, 2. they can­not ſing the ſongs of Sion in a ſtrange land, li [...]ing in Ba­bylon, in fleſh, and in ſelf, in which they are ſenſible that they are in bondaged, and not in the life and liberty of God alone: they are incumbered with much of the filth of the world, it being centered in evil; yea, the pure things of the world are moſt defiled, the worſhip of God, the teachings and exhortations given out by men are full of impurity; the light of the world,Matth. 6.23. that that is embra­ced by the world is full of darkneſſe, and if the light be darkneſſe, how great is that darkneſſe?
It muſt needs be, that the people and Saints of God, who live with God, walk with him, and commune with him inwardly, ſhould not be bound up to apoſtate forms, and Church ordinances outwardly, being not conſiſtent with the pure life of God, but as death they divide from them, & are ſcattered from ſuch Church-fellowſhips that bring no true peace, having been taught to be eſſentiall, but now found to be only the name of an aſſociation, or agreement, when as there is nothing more then differ­ence, diſſention, and confuſion, as Babel: Come our from among them, my people, ſaith the Lord, the holy One. And again, Aſſociate your ſelves, O my people, and ye ſhall be broken in pieces; gird your ſelves,Iſai. 3.8. and [Page] you ſhall be broken pieces. Let the world in their wiſ­doms, arts, learning, and goodlineſſe of fleſh, meet and congregate by multitudes together: let their teachers which conceive they can teach the Goſpel, ſpeak out what they are able of themſelves, having not that gift of the Spirit to manifeſt the myſtery, they ſhall be broken in peeces; that part which is built up to God, and they unto whom the Lord hath revealed himſelf, inviſibly and indi­vidually, muſt turn out, muſt ſcatter from them. Thus it muſt be, the Lord God will ſave his, although it may be ſaid, Many paſtours, many teachers have deſtroyed and diſtracted thee. O England; yet God hath reſerved to himſelf a ſcattered people, whom he will ſave, and which he will gather.
Zach. 13.7, 8.God will gather all the diſperſed, ſcattered, and bro­ken ones, he will bring them out of Babylon, out of con­fuſion, from the falſe chriſts, which are the falſe churches, and bring them to Chriſt, to the true Church. It is impoſ­ſible they ſhould be deceived, who are in the hands of the Lord, who are with him, who have renounced the fair forms and fleſh of the Whore, and wait onely for the appearance of God in them, who ſhall not be aſhamed, but ſhall rejoyce, having a new name, having higher di­ſcoveries of God, living in more holy and righteous wayes with men, the Almighty God being in them, all in all.
God doth gather his people to this end, that they may live and abide with him for ever. But firſt he gathereth them to melt them, and to refine them, that they may be capable of all that he hath to beſtow upon them, and therefore he will gather them, and bring them into the midſt of Jeruſalem, there to be melted.
Matth. 4. Iſai. 31.9. 1 King. 8.13.He will bring them into the midſt of Jeruſalem, into Jeruſalem the holy City, the City of God, where Chriſt was tried and tempted, being the viſion of peace, where mount Sion is, the place of Saints, the City of David, in which the Temple of Gods habitation was; Jeruſalem which received many favours from God, and hath ſuf­fered [Page] for their diſobedience. Is this the place where God will bring his people? to his own City Jeruſalem, and into the midſt of that City, where there is both ſafety and plenty, where there is the chief and the choice of all things that can be had, or obtained;Zach. 12.5. where there is ſecu­rity and ſtrength; where there is reſt, peace, and tranquil­lity; where there is Governours and godly inhabitants; where there is Laws, and obedience to thoſe Laws, where there is all manner of delight and comfort? To this place, this City, God will bring his people. Happy are the people that ſhall be brought to ſuch a City, ſuch a place, where there is no want, no manner of injurious, or wrongfull dealing, but juſtice and equity exerciſed in its due manner;Heb. 12.23. this place which the authour to the He­brews ſpeaks of, in the commendation of the ſtation of the Saints, that they are come to mount Sion, the City of the living God, the celeſtiall Jeruſalem.
Behold here the love of God to his, that he will bring them to ſuch a place to be melted; by this appears his great love to them in every particular, he will not deli­ver up his people into the hands of the wicked; into dark, obſcure, and uncomfortable places, there to be cruelly handled; but he will bring them among his people, to his houſe, to the aſſembly of his Saints, there to be melted and refined, and made conformable to himſelf.
Fifthly, the receptacle that muſt contain them, and the place whereinto the Lord will put them is the furnace, and the midſt of the furnace: What furnace is this, that the Lord will put his people into?Deut. 4.20. Egypt is called an iron furnace. Abraham ſaw a ſmoaking furnace and a burning lamp, Gen. 15.17. There is a furnace of affliction, Iſai. 48.10,Dan. 3.23. Iſai. 31.9. Nebuchadnezzars hot fiery furnace may be a type of this furnace which is in Jeruſalem; for Iſaiah ſpeaks, whoſe fire is in Sion, and whoſe furnace is in Jeruſalem. I have choſen thee in the furnace of affliction; when the three children were in the furnace, God was with them; So long as we are in the furnace, we are in the hands of God, he is with us, for his help is ſtill abiding: his gracious [Page] appearances and his furnace are inſeparable, although the people of God may be brought to a very low condi­tion by many preſſures, yet deliverance is at hand: there will be a door opened, a moſt gracious diſcovery of the Lords preſence and of his goodneſſe towards them there will not be a ſeparation of us from God, but there will be a ſeparation made betwixt us and our defilements. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of God?Rom. 8.35, 36, 37, 38. ſhall tribu­lation, or anguiſh, or perſecution, or famine, or naked­neſſe, or perill, or ſword, &c? By this, by this furnace we are more than conquerours, through him that loved us; for thoſe that God loves once, he loveth ever: He is a ſun and a ſhield unto his,Pſal. 8.4. he is a lamp unto them that are in the ſmoaking furnace, it being the place of triall that God hath made for his to be tried, purified, and refi­ned in.
The afflictions, loſſes, and croſſes of the world, are not ſo much the furnace, as the ſeeming loſſe of Gods favour, the multitude of our ſins lying before us, Satan continu­ally aſſaulting, the horrible fear, and the pit, of our own wounded ſpirits, when we ſee all men hate us.
Jerem. 30.17. Verſ. 6.This is Sion, whom no man regardeth: when our wounds ſtink and are feſtered, when our bones are bro­ken, and our ſinews ſhrunk, when we are in captivity, when we are dead when we are as dry bones;Ezek. 37. then, then the Lord liveth in us, when we have eaten the little book which is bitter in the belly, even as death pangs. It is a myſtery, that in the midſt of death we then have our chiefeſt life, when our bones are broken, when our con­fidences are ſlain, then are we moſt firm, and beſt eſta­bliſhed in the power and might of the Lord, when we finde in our ſelves to be moſt out of the Lords love and favour, then are we moſt in his favour and love, when our ſpirits are moſt wounded, then the ſpirit of the Lord is upon us with healing, more eſpecially then, than when we had a peace of our own gaining. Was not this fe [...]t by our Lord Jeſus, when he cried out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? Was it upon him, and ſhall [Page] it not be upon us? Sion ſaid, God hath forgotten me: When the glory and excellency of all fleſh ſhall be cruci­fied in us,Iſa. 49.14. Phil. 3. then ſhall we rejoyce in the fellowſhip of the ſufferings of Chriſt. The end of the Croſſe is to bring us to the Crown, and the putting us into the furnace, is to make us pure for the Lord,Pſal. 12.6. as pure as the ſilver that is tried, in the furnace of earth ſeven times: then ſhall we being dead with Chriſt, riſe with him, and ſhall ever ſeek thoſe things that are above, above the reach of the world, the capacity of mortals, we ſhall have no deſire to ſeek and ſearch after earthy treaſures: for that deſire is ſubje­cted and dead, by our preſent enjoyment, (although in tribulation,) having received a better hope of a more lively and laſting treaſure.
This furnace which the Lord will put his people into, is contracted of earth, as may appear in the twelfth Pſalm forenamed: as braſſe, and iron, and other metals cannot be melted, but in furnaces of earth, ſo neither can the people of God be melted, but in an earthen furnace. Here we may ſee what uſe the Lord makes of all earthly mind­ed wretches, of all deſpiſers of his Word, and of his peo­ple, he makes them to be the furnace, wherein he melt­eth his people; their mockings, ſcoffings, revilings, re­proaches, and perſecutions, their cruelty and oppreſſion, their tyranny and their ſlaughters, are as the furnace of the Lord all the contentions, quarrellings and fightings againſt Gods people, are as the refining pot.Prov. 27.21. Gods perſo­nall afflicting of the body, or wounding the ſpirit, uſu­ally comes not, but by the envie, malice, wrath, and ha­tred of man towards man. God is the chief refiner but he hath many inſtruments and weapons, wherewith he doth ſo refine us; Satan he deſireth it,Luk. 22.32. Ezek. 21.31. and his aim is utterly to undo us, and we are delivered up into the hands of beaſtly and cruell men, and we know not how we ſhall be delivered: but the Lord doth know how to deliver his, and to reſerve the ungodly unto the day of judgement to be puniſhed who by their malici­ous hating of the people of God,2 Pet. 2 9. do hate God him­ſelf, [Page] and his Word, and would, if it were poſſible, pull God from his throne:Job. 19.22. they perſecute me, as God, ſaith Job, their rage is againſt that of God, that is in men; ſo that whatſoever the perſecutour doth ſpeak, or act, againſt any of the people of God, that they may aſſure themſelves, is good, and whatſoever they plead for, and would main­tain, and defend it, may not be accounted for good, nor ſo received, and entertained: theſe times teſtifie to us that in difficult matters, we may know good, by evill mens hating deſpiſing, and perſecuting of it.
Sixthly, God will blow the fire of his wrath, upon them, &c. Fire, is that element, that doth produce no­table effects, both by making metalls, that are very hard, to be ſoft and plyable, and by conſuming the droſſe, out of them, making them to be pure: this naturall fire doth many things that are excellent, as in divers arts, myſte­ries, and humane ſciences, is to be ſeen, exceeding far the other elements.
Eſa. 66.15. Zach. 13.9. 1 King. 18.23. Ezek. 36.5. Amos. 7.4. 1 Cor. 3.13, &c.It is by fire, that the Lord will purge his people he will Judge his people by fire, and ſword, he will bring them through the fire, and refine them, he will ſhew unto us, what ſacrifice, he doth accept of by fire, Malachy 3.2. who can endure, when he appeareth, for he is like a purging fire, Amos 5.6. Seek ye the Lord, and ye ſhall live, leſt he break out, like fire, &c. Every mans work, ſhall be tri­ed by fire of what ſort it is.
Gen. 3.15.It was the great God for the ſin of man, that firſt did put an enmity, between the ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent; which enmity hath continued, & doth by degrees, come to be as fire: it doth from enmitie come to contention, from contention, to alienation, and ſepa­ration; from that to hatred, lothing, and revenge; from that to anger, and wrath, which doth bring to paſſe the deſigne of the one, vanquiſhing, and overthrowing of the other.
Heb. 12.29. Pſal. 2. laſt.God is ſaid to be as fire, which doth conſume, our God is a conſuming fire, he is ſo in his anger, and in his wrath, againſt the enmity, againſt the wicked, the profane, un­godly, [Page] againſt the deſpiſers, and them that make a mock of his word; the breath of the Lord, as a river of brim­ſtone ſhall devour them. As God placed, the enmity,Eſa. 30.33. ſo he will deſtroy it; there ſhall be nothing, that ſhall ſtand againſt him, he will burne up all, and conſume all, that is not of himſelf; that that lies in the vain imagination of man, he will burn it up for nothing can come, from vain man, as he is guided, by the enmity, but what is fuell,Rev. 1.10. fit for the fire of the Lord.
Hence it is, that God terms his people to be droſs, and droſſy metalls, & ſaith he will melt them, he will blow the fire of his wrath upon them, and they ſhall be melted: the Lord is the fire, and here he ſaith, he will blow the fire, &c. Much like to that, the Lord ſaid permiſſively, concerning Ahab: I will go forth, and be a lying ſpirit,1. King. 22.22 Eſa. 54.16. Eſa. 40.7. Hag. 1.9. in the mouth of all his prophets. I will blow the fire, ſaith the Lord, I will ſet men a work, to blow the fire, Behold then, what the Lord hath now done among us. What fire hath there been lately blown up, what Diviſions, Diſſen­tions, Daſhings, Claſhings, Fomentings, Rentings, and Dividings, yea what Burnings, and boylings is there, in the mindes and hearts of men? ſome raging, tearing, ſpoil­ing and conſuming themſelves, in blinde zeal; others wearied, and almoſt tired with patient waiting for the accompliſhent of the promiſes, being clouded, and vailed; and therein are afflicted, and toſſed with tempeſt, and have no comfort. Is it not the Lord that hath kindled the fire, which Chriſt ſpeaks of, which he wiſht it were kindled?Eſa. 54.11. Luke 12.49. 2 Cor. 11.29. I wil blow the fire of my wrath upō you, I have cauſed men to be inflamed one againſt the other, I have blowed the fire, that is now among you; Your diverſities of opini­ons, your contrary and different judgements, your various kindes of preaching, your ſeveral prayings, your fiery wri­tings one againſt another, your impatient and paſſionate ſpeakings, railings, and revilings, your condemnings, and ſentencing one another, this fire that is in each of your bo­ſoms, wil I blow, til it be ſuch a ſtrong fire, that it ſhal con­ſume al that is of fleſh, & the glory of it, for it doth deceive my people, and makes them to err, therefore the fire ſhall [Page] burne out all the droſſe and the Tin, and there ſhall be none left but the good metall.
When therefore we take notice of the ſeverall contra­dictions, that is in the world,Rom. 8.28. among the ſons of men, let us know that all ſhall work for good in the end, to them that beleeve, and do, with faith and patience, wait for the accompliſhment of the promiſes: for herein doth matter of comfort ariſe to them that have received an unction from the Holy One,1 John. 2.20. for they know all things▪ if ſo that then as the Saints did, that there are many antichriſts now in the world, and that the time is come, nay the very day doth appear, in the which, an overturn ſhall be, to all re­religions and profeſſions,Iſa. 66.22. that were made, invented, and ſet up by men: And that there ſhall be a new Heaven, a new religion ſet up by God, which ſhall remain for ever. But before this is really accompliſhed, and brought to paſſe, there may be much perſecution, occaſioned by them who are the upholders of Antichriſt, in the profeſ­ſed way of a religion, patched up in theſe times of Apo­ſtaſie: which cannot endure to hear of the fiery change, that ſhall come, which will burn up all Envie, ſelfe-con­ceitedneſſe, pride, ſelf-love, ambition, diſcord and ſtrife, and bring us to that pure love, that ſhall ever the Saints badge,1 Cor. 13.5, 6, 7, 8. and cognizance, as in the firſt of John, Chapter the fourth.
Seventhly, God will melt them, God will melt his people, as men melt Braſſe, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead. This word, melting is often times uſed in the Scriptures, as in Joſhua 7.5. the peop es heart melted away: Joſi­ah his heart melted,2 Kings 22.19. 2 Chro. 34.27. as you may read at large, the iſſue of it, Nahum. 1.5. Pſal. 147.18. he ſendeth his Word and me teth them.
God will melt his people, that is, he will diſſolve them, he will make them ſoft and liquid, he will make them plyable to relent to faint, to be diſcouraged he will break them and mollifie them: The end of melting is to make pliab [...]e and capab [...]e, the metall that is melted to accompliſh, and to bring to paſſe the deſigne of the work­man, [Page] for his intended purpoſe as may be ſeen, by the ſeve­rall varieties of veſſells, and other things, made found­ed, caſt, and formed, by men that are skild in met­tals.
Here the people of God, are as metall,Jer. 38.6. Rom. 9.21. in the hands of the founder: in other places of Holy writ, they are as clay, in the hands of the potter, and he hath power o­ver them.
As clay is made ſoft by water, and ſo is wrought, and made to what faſhion the potter pleaſeth: So are metals made ſoft by fire, ſome having a more ſtrong fire, then the others, according to their ſeverall qualities; and caſt, wrought, and made up by the workman, in what faſhion, he pleaſeth.
Even ſo it is with the Lord; he can melt us and caſt us, frame us and forme us, into what faſhion, or condition he pleaſeth.
Will God deal thus with his people? Will he break them, undoe them▪ melt them, diſſolve them, diſcourage them, make them faint, and relent; Yea, God will do it, when no courſe elſe will ſerve the turne, he will do it: yet doth he appoint means, not to caſt him out from Him, him that is expelled.
Behold, here the goodneſſe, the bounty, and the love of God to mankinde and to his people! he wil melt them,2 Sam. 14.4. their hearts ſh [...] be melted, he wi [...] not conſume them, but their droſſe that is in them▪ he will new found them, that whereas their hearts were impure, he will purifie them, he will renew them, he will open their hearts,Acts 15.9. Ezek 11.19. 1 King. 8.37. as Lydias was, Acts 16.14. he will give them ſincere hearts, Heb. 10.22.
He will eſtabliſh their hearts, with holineſſe,1 Th [...]ſ. 3.13. 2 Theſ. 2.16.17. he will give them upright hea [...]ts, as he did to Aſa▪ 1 King. 15.14. A perfect heart, as he ga e Hezekiah, 2 Kings 20.3. a con­trite heart, and a clean heart, as he gave D [...]v [...]d  [...]  [...]0. he will gi [...]e his people humble, patient m [...]k [...]g and tender hearts.
O, what a metamorphoſe will there  [...]  [...]h [...]re God [Page] doth melt, he will take all manner of evill away, and give and beſtow all manner of good: will it not be a ſtrange al­teration among Chriſtians, that of proud, they are be­com humble, of being contray to God, they are God-like?
If I had not been undone; I had been undone.
Conſider, how fit this reſemblance is: Man is as droſ­ſy metall, that muſt be melted, refined, and puri­fied.
Theſe metalls are all generated; and bread in the earth, and they are no way uſefull, or ſerviceable, as they come forth of the earth, but muſt paſſe through a ſtrong blowing fire, before they can be made perfect, or uſefull for the Ar­tificer.
Even ſo it is with man, being brought forth into this world, he is not fit for any thing, nor to have to do with his Maker, untill he hath paſt through the fire, that all the earthy diſpoſition, and incapable ſubſtance of droſſe, that fixeth to him, be clean taken away; A man canno [...] com­mune with his Maker, nor offer any ſacrifice to him, as he is in nature, untill he is new born, he cannot enter: all that earthineſſe, and droſſineſſe, that is in the internall part, muſt by fire be ſcummed, cleared, and utterly taken away, and conſumed: hence it is, that Saint John the Bap­tiſt ſaith,John 3.3. I Baptiſe you with water, but there is one that cometh after me, who will baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt,Matth. 3. and with fire; the baptiſme of fire, is that that will be hereafter, for the Whore ſits upon the many waters, and ſhe is in diſcovering.
What is there in the world, that is fit for uſe and ſer­vice, as it is brought forth? Children are apt and prone to all evill, and diſobedience, and do whatſoever is contrary to right; if they be not educated, taught, corrected, and in­ſtructed; the naturall diſpoſition muſt be ſubdued and kept under, that the direction to a good demeanour, may work upon them, and they grow up into it.
Survey the whole creation, and ſee where there is any thing, that is fit, in its body naturall, by reaſon of its af­affixes, [Page] to make uſe of, before there is a change. Corne canot be made into bread, before it be threſhed, winnow­ed, ground, ſifted, and baked: no fleſh, can be fit to nou­riſh, before it hath been ordered & dreſſed by fire. Trees cannot ſerve for building, but they muſt be ſquared, ſawed, and fitted, ſtones muſt be hewed: and ſo muſt all things that doth belong to meate, and drink, apparell and ma­nufactory, there muſt be a change of them, or an abate­ment from them: the earth it ſelf canot yeeld forth fruits, before it be tilled and manured.
Canſt thou then, Oh unbeleeving man, conceive, al­though thou art lord of the Creatures, that thou art clean­er then other creatures? canſt thou approach neer to, canſt thou ſerve, and obey thy Creatour, in that nature of thine, thou waſt brought forth in, before thou art cleanſed, puri­fied, purged, melted, plowed, winnowed, and ſifted? be­fore thy ſelf, thy will, wiſdome, underſtanding, deſires,Pſal. 51.8. and all in that nature be dead, and a new birth be wit­neſſed? that the broken bones may rejoyce over the dead body of ſin, which is called the old man, becauſe it is as old as thy ſelf, having all the parts of a man, a head to imagine miſchief and vanity, to plot and contrive againſt his Maker, a ſtiffe neck, arms, and hands, full of oppreſſi­on and guile, and ſtretched out againſt the innocent, feet ſwift to ſhed blood, heels to kick againſt the law of God, eares to hear folly, eyes to behold vanity: if this old man be not dead in thee, and thou art not a new creature, nothing that thou doeſt can be accepted, thou mayeſt dream of a happineſſe to be had, when thou haſt gotten an artificiall tongue, like a newborne creature, and art, through education and thine own wiſdome,Eſa. 1. civilized in the outward garbe; but if thy heart b [...] not changed, thou art farre off from happineſſe, Judgement muſt paſſe over thee, yea the fire of the Lord, muſt burn out thy droſſe, or elſe thou wilt be miſerable, poor, blinde, and naked.
Thou muſt yeeld and ſubmit thy ſelf to thy God bring thy curſed nature to him, there to be ſlain, come willing y,Pſal. 10. [Page] humble thy ſelf, under the mighty hand of God, and he will exalt thee, learn of thy Maker to know him, and to beleeve in him, that for the love of the world, gave his onely begotten Son, that they ſhould not periſh, but ob­taine through him everlaſting life. Thinke on this, O man: of the great love of God, to thee, what ſatifaction could the whole world give, for the Redemption of one ſoul? and hath Chriſt Jeſus, equall to God his Father, purchaſed, Redemption for the whole world: and art thou ſo far from priſing it, that thou wilt not accept of it, but think to live happie without change, in thy naturall unclean, unpurified, and unrefined condition? Conſider in thy hought it to minde, did thy Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that be no robbery, to be equall to God, as it were un-God himſelf, becomming man, and ſuffering a ſhameful death, to recover and Redeem thee? and art thou ſo deſperately wicked, and ſo fool-hardy, that thou wilt not unman thy ſelf, to be like God, (that is to ſay) to put off, thy will, wiſdome, righteouſneſſe, thy pride, luſt, and carnall minde, to be inveſted into a kingdom of righte­ouſneſſe, peace, and holineſſe, and to be made like unto Chriſt, in whom all fulneſſe dwels, and to be in union and communion, with the Father:
Let him, that hath ears to hear, hear: what the Lord hath ſaid. Know ye not that Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates, and except your righteouſneſſe exceed the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, you cannot enter: if you are the ſervants of ſin, your wages is death, if you live after the fleſh, you ſhall die, for they that are in fleſh, cannot pleaſe God, for the wiſdome of the fleſh, is death, but the wiſdom of the ſpirit is life, and peace: all that you can do, in the raw, unquoth, earthy, rough, droſſy, vain, darke, uncircumciſed, unprepared, and dead condition of nature, though never ſo much beautified, and adorned, with art learning, and outward wiſ­dom, and glory, it is but hypocriſie, we are onely Chriſtians portraied, and as it with a diamond, if not right, it is worth nothing; and as in a picture, if it be not [Page] to the life, then it hath no regard: ſo, except we are really changed, and metamorphoſed, from that we were borne in, and are made like the Son of God, we are not free from the law of ſin, and death, but it hath power over us, to eternall death.
Will the almighty God melt his people? let them be of what ſort ſoever? in their outward callings? either men of authority, men of the world, teaching men, or mean men? Then here, Behold, the great love of God unto you, he will will melt you, he will make you plia­ble, tractable, and vertible, that what you cannot do your ſelves, he will do for you. Can the Leopard change his ſpots, or the Blackmore his skin, no more can a man change his nature of himſelf, or by any power within himſelf, but God onely is the changer of all; Are his people Braſſe, Tin, Iron, and Lead, ſuch metalls being of droſſy, earthy ſubſtances, and qualities that are not fit for his ſervice, that will be ſerved with Gold, and Silver? how then can theſe metalls be melted, and purified, and be made fit veſſels, for the Lord? They cannot melt them­ſelves, neither is it in the power of one to melt another, no more can man be humbled, mollified, or be made capable, tractable, or vertible of himſelf, by himſelf, or by any other man, bur onely by the Lord himſelf who ſaith: I will melt them.
Behold then, I ſay, the goodneſſe, mercy, and love of God, that doth ſuch great things for us, as to melt us, himſelf! we are ſtill in his hands, we cannot do amiſſe, no hurt ſhall come to us, we have his preſence, his love, his bounty; although in the Furnace, he owns us, he will not depart from us, what greater love then this? to be with us when we have moſt need, when we have the bitter cup, preſented to us, then, then is our ſanctification neer, then the Lord is making of us like to Himſelf, and like to his Word, to be righteous, as he is righteous, pure as he is pure.
Therefore thoſe that have gone through this fire, and have been melted, humbled, broken, and refined, ſound [Page] fort the praiſes of God, and declare, as David did, what the Lord hath done for your ſoules, how he hath ſevered, and ſeparated you, from the world, and hath made you fit, to have fellowſhip, with the Father, and with the Son, which is a myſtery to the World,1 John 1.3. and to thoſe, that have not paſt from death to life, that have not paſt through the fire, and known the indignation of the Lord, but li­veth in the vanity of their mindes, ſerving their luſts co­hering to the corrupt formes, faſhions, and cuſtomes, of the world, which have no life in them, but have the iſſues of death, proceeding from a raw, earthy, droſſy, unmelted, and unpurified root, holding, and continu­ing, in it ſelf, no true peace, nor joy, but what nature or art hath.
Let the people, who have been dead, and are now alive, that were darkneſſe, and are now light, in the Lord, that are made conformable to the Death, and Reſurrection of Chriſt, being dead to all ſin, and alive, to all Grace, who love not the world; nor the things of the world, but have attained the Kingdom of Grace, Love, Joy, and Peace, and have communion with their God, have a reciprocall, and correſpondent love to God, and to their brethren, and eccho back, everlaſting thanks, and praiſes, to their God, who hath freely communicated of himſelf unto them, and hath made them, as kings, and prieſts, who have not onely, the fruits, and effects of peace, but peace it ſelf:Heb. 7.2. Epheſ. 2.14. Col. 1.27. for Chriſt in them, the hope of glory, he is their eternall Peace, and their everlaſting Light, which pro­ceeded from that fire, in which they were melted and pu­rified, which hath conſumed, in them, all their droſſe, and all manner of carnall luſt, concupiſcence, and ſelf wiſdom, all righteouſneſſe, invention, and imagination, that was in the will, and carnall minde, that led them into errour, imitation, and ſeparation, from the pure truth, that comes from God, the Fountain of all Truth, and the very eſſence of all true religion, and of all righteous living, be­ing derived from him, and to be yeelded up to him, with a pure conſcience, being divided, and ſevered, from [Page] the world, which ſavours not of the things of God.
Eighthly, and laſtly, The end; They ſhall know that the Lord hath done it in his wrath, & in his indignation. What, my people Iſrael, are they ſuch abominable ſin­ners, as to commit ſuch groſſe ſins, blood-ſhed, idolatry, oppreſſion, diſobedience, uncharitableneſſe, covetouſ­neſſe, and fornication? I have great indignation againſt my people, for theſe their great ſins; you may think that you are ſtill in my favour, and becauſe your ſecret hiding of your ſins makes the leſſe cry among men, you think by my ſilence that I am like unto you: But I will reprove you, and ſet your ſins in order before you,Pſal. 50.21. you ſhall know that I am angry and wrathfull againſt you, you may apprehend in your carnall wiſdoms and underſtandings, that I ſtill love you, but you ſhall feel my fury, I will melt you, and then you ſhall know wherefore, becauſe you tranſgreſſed againſt me. The Lord in the ſixteenth of Ezekiel ſpeaks much of his peo­ple, how they were, and what he did for them,Ezek. 16. and what their behaviour was, verſ. 48. As I live, ſaith the Lord God, Sodom thy ſiſter hath not done, neither ſhe, nor her daughters, as thou haſt done and thy daughters. Af­ter many threats and menaces the Lord ſtill owns them, and in verſ. 62. ſaith, that he will eſtabliſh his covenant with them, and they ſhall know that he is the Lord.
The Lord here doth tell them that when he hath melt­ed them, they ſhall know that it is the Lord hath done it in his wrath: they ſhall not ſay, This fiery change came upon them by chance, or fortune, or out of the duſt, or by the tranſactions of differences that is among the Na­tions of the world, or through the envie and malice of men againſt them, and ſo blame the inſtruments, as the ignorant world doth; but they ſhall know that it is he that doth it, and by the power of his arm, and in his wrath.
See here, and take notice of Gods love and mercy in the midſt of judgement: although he be angry and full of wrath, yet he will not deſtroy his people, in the midſt [Page] of judgement he remembereth mercy;Pſal. 83.3. that what he doth bring upon them is to change them, not to confound them; it is to purifie, not to conſume them; it is that they may know the Lord, as in many places in Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel of their prophecies, you ſhall find, that after judgements denounced, it is ſaid, And they ſhall know that I am the Lord.
The knowledge of God is that that the world is not acquainted with, although they talk much of it, they have none of it;Hoſ. 4.1. God complains by his Prophet Hoſea, that there was no knowledge of him in the Land, and that his people were deſtroyed for want of knowledge, verſ. 6. We are Heathens by nature and by profeſſion, we declare it; for we profeſſe outwardly, what is not inwardly: It is the inward living, the life of grace, that makes us Chriſtians; to be ingrafted into Chriſt truly, to be as the branches to the Vine, to have experience of Gods mercy and love to us, to know God by our acquaintance and fellowſhip with him, is to know him aright as Chriſti­ans, not as the world, that ſayes they are Chriſtians, and know God no otherwiſe, but as a dreadfull Judge, by the flaſhings that they have in their mindes, living in diſo­bedience to the light, and every thing that they do in profeſſion is heavie, irkſome, and burdenſome to them; they worſhip God, becauſe of his great power that can deſtroy them, not for the love of his great power tha [...] burns and conſumes ſin and droſſe in them; they fear him becauſe they are ſinfull, and do not convert and change, but live in ſin, love it, and plead for it. But becauſe God hates ſin, and ſin is of ſuch a defilin, nature, and makes us that we cannot be veſſels for him therefore ſhould we hate it.
Search and examine your ſelves, ye ſons of men, tha [...] ſay you know God, and are Chriſtians, and hope to b [...] ſaved by Chriſt. Do you know God? If you did, yo [...] would know his people, his Word, his will, his power his love, his mercy, his goodneſſe, and his tender compaſſion. Can people ſay they know God, and hate an [Page] perſecute his Saints, deſpiſe his Word, reſiſt his will, re­gard not his power? take nothing from God, as love to them, but what doth appear viſibly in the things of the world? that cannot ſee God mercifull to them when he doth afflict them, that cannot conceive that God made them men out of his goodneſſe, that cannot appre­hend God to be tender unto them, in delivering them from their luſts, from the ſnares of Satan, and from the allurements of the world? that cannot praiſe God for afflictions, and rejoyce under croſſes? that fear death, and being never renewed; nor changed, cannot tell what Heaven is, neither is their deſire to any other heaven, than that that is like the happineſſe of this world?
Should there be ſuch a ſtrict ſurvey and enquiry made of the knowledge of God among us, we ſhould finde very few that do know God aright and truly, as they ought, and as the Saints of old did; but imaginarily by relation, by hear-ſay, and by writings. Who is it that knoweth God experimentally, not onely to be his Creatour, but to be his God? Who is there that ſheweth forth in a lively practice, that he was made to glorifie God, with and in his heart, minde, ſoul, and ſtrength? that doth witneſſe to the world, that all his members and ſences were deputed in their ſeverall orders and places, to honour and glorifie his Maker, and not to make them vaſſals and drudges in the ſervice of ſin and Satan? Who is there that doth exerciſe his affections in the things of God onely, that leapeth and danceth as David did, becauſe of the Ark of God,2 Sam. 6.14. that was recover­ed and brought again among the people of God? Or who doth grieve and mourn to the death, as old Eli and his daughter Phineas wife, did,1 Sam, 4.13. Jerem 9.1. Iſai. 22.3. becauſe the Ark of God was taken, they would not be comforted, The glory is depart­ed from Iſrael; therefore life was nothing to them? Are mens affections carried on, or off, according to the te­nour of Gods will, as for the glory of God? Or are they ſet on the world, and carried on to the contrary, then there can be no true knowledge of God? Who is there, [Page] that the paſſions of his minde bends to the glory of God, that is angry when the Lord is diſhonoured, his people abuſed, truth deſpiſed? Where is the zeal that David had,Pſal. 69 9. which did eat him up, he was not himſelf, his zeal had devoured him? Who is there that will adventure his life, liberty, goods, eſtate, credit, or reputation for God? If there be any ſuch, as are here enquired of, ſurely they know the Lord. And all others that live onely in the Heatheniſh nature, and run together with the multi­tudes, to do they know not what, and to they know not whom. The Lord will make as many as doth belong to him, to know him by his furnace, and acknowledge him to be juſt, holy, and good, as he hath declared himſelf to be, ſo ſhall his people finde in themſelves, if there were no Scripture, by their own teſtimony, which is the beſt evidence and proof: for no true knowledge can be, but by the inward teſtimony, other knowledge decei­veth; for when men boaſt of their knowing God to be all-ſufficient, and that he knoweth beſt, what is fit for them, and if this be not radicall within, by inward teſti­mony, when trouble and affliction cometh, and the evil day approacheth, they are ready to murmure againſt God, and diſdain his dealings, whereby they teſtifie to their own hearts, their own failings, and that recoileth back that ſhould go forwards, witneſſing by their impa­tiency and unquiet ſpirits, that their knowledge of him was not true, neither can there be any thing true, but what will hold the fiery triall, that makes us to know the Lord, and to know our ſelves.
The people of God that are and have been melted, they onely ſhall know the Lord and his indignation they ſhall not need to fear the wrath to come, for wrath ſei­zeth on them here, & they ſhall know the Lords wrath, that it hath paſt o [...]er them, and that there ſhall be no more; and that his triall is that they might be the bet­ter, that they might know, God knoweth what all men are, though men know not themſelves. Where no triall hath been, and none of Gods indignation hath paſt over, [Page] to melt, refine, purifie, and purge out the droſſe, the filth and corruption, which lieth hidden and covered with­in, what ever metall-like ſhining there is, or what gilded profeſſion ſoever there is, or whatſoever art, or worldly wiſdom there is, there is nothing but death. To know God inwardly, ſavingly, experimentally, in all his attri­butes, in all his dealings, to know that his wrath here, & his indignation here, worketh for our eternall good, is the right, knowledge that God will indue his people with; for the true knowledge of God and a pure minde goes together, being attained unto by the Croſſe, and by the true revelation of the Son of God, made manifeſt in the fleſh by his ſufferings, that as he overcame death, and now ſits at the right hand of the Father, ſo might we al­ſo overcome, and be fellow-heirs with him.
Away with the knowledge the world hath, that can­not apprehend God to be good to them in time of di­ſtreſſe, ſorrow, miſery and calamity, in the time of their triall; but deem that they are out of Gods favour, and lie down either deſpairing of happineſſe, looking with­out themſelves, and revile others, which they conceive have been the cauſe of that that is fallen upon them. The caſe of England is ſo at preſent, becauſe men cannot en­joy their pleaſures and profits as heretofore, and things are not according to their wils, they lie down in diſcon­tent, and rage againſt thoſe that rule over them, emula­ting & reviling of them, if not ſeeking their deſtruction.
Mark, and behold what man is, he is a polluted,Pſal. 3. Iſai. 6. un­clean, filthy, and a defiled creature, how unable is he to do any thing to the cleanſing of himſelf: and to enter in­to life he cannot, let him be what he will, except he be cleanſed: as the braſſe cannot make it ſelf to be gold, nor the Tin to be ſilver, ſo cannot man approach neer to God, to be in union and communion with him, except he be changed and renewed, and this God muſt alone do, he is the Agent, and we muſt be the Patient; the work is Gods, man can but reſigne himſelf up, and yeeld himſelf to him; his obedience is paſſive, God works all [Page] in all:1 Sam. 2.30. Reſignation and ſubmiſſion is that that God re­quireth, Honorantes me honorabo, Thoſe that honour me I will honour,1 Theſſ. 4.4. and thoſe that deſpiſe me ſhall be deſpiſed; thoſe that will honour God by their reſignation, he will honour them by his communication & thoſe that do de­ſpiſe God, when he calleth, ſhall be deſpiſed when they call,1 Theſſ. 5 19, 20. S. Paul ſaith, Quench not the ſpirit, deſpiſe not pro­pheſying: Doth it not appear that ſuch there are that do? Our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, The children of this world are wiſer in their generation, than the children of light. Wherein is that? The children of this world, let any man but nod, or becken to them, be it in ſome hope of profit, away they get, and they take much pains and tra­vell to get the wealth of this world. But in matters con­cerning God, neither the light that ſhines in the minde, the motions of the good Spirit, the prophecyings, nor any verball perſwaſion will work upon them, to take any pains, ſo much as to yeeld, or ſubmit, to endevour to ſubdue a luſt. But ſtill men ſay, What ſhall we do, or how ſhall we do this, or that, in matters between God and them? but do not that they can. If man hold up his finger, or wink, although never a word be ſpoken, it is preſently underſtood.2 Pet. 3.5. But let God, notwithſtanding the light that ſhineth into every mans conſcience, ſpeak by his Meſſengers plainly, Turn, return, repent, come, ſubmit, draw neer, why will you die? and the like invi­tations, yet poor miſerable men refuſe. Speak conſci­ence;Prov. 1.24, 25. may not a man be paſſively obedient in reſigning and yeelding himſelf up to his Maker, taking up the Croſſe, & waiting on the light which directeth him to his God,Rom. 1.19, 20, 21. anſwering the motions of the good Spirit, and ſub­mitting to the wil of God? Muſt man of neceſſity be act­ing & doing in his own will, or elſe nothing to be done? Surely the Lord will be ſerved after the manner he pre­ſcribeth, that is in ſpirit and truth▪ no fleſh, no wil of man muſt be in any thing, wherein we have to do with God; we cannot read of any that did walk according to his own heart, but that he did wickedly.
[Page]Obſerve the commands of Chriſt, if we will have our fleſh mortified, we ſhall finde them to be eaſie,Matth. 11.29. Come, love, beleeve, ſubmit, embrace, kiſſe, follow, and the like: If he bid us take up his yoke, he meaneth to draw with us, we ſhall not be overburdened, he will aſſiſt us, and make it eaſie and light. Conſider this then, O man, what canſt thou do leſſe then come to thy Saviour, to reſigne, yeeld, and roll thy ſelf on him, to embrace, to depend, and truſt on him. O Iſrael, thy deſtruction is of thy ſelf: thou canſt move and ſtir forwards in thine own will, and in thy miſ-led underſtanding, and wilt not thou move or ſtir in ſubmitting thy ſelf unto his will? You will not come to me that you may have life: It appeareth then, that men love death, that they love darkneſſe,Joh. 1.5. moſt true it is, for they cannot comprehend the light: Let there­fore the conſideration of the miſerable effects: that fol­low the neglect of not coming to Chriſt, make us to be wiſe, and come, move and ſtir, yeeld and ſubmit, ask, ſeek and knock, enquire, not as Ahaziah did,1 Kihg. 1.2. but as Da­vid did, Pſal. 37. at the Sanctuary of God, and as the Prophet Iſa ſaith, Should not they enquire of their God?Iſai. 8.8.
Hitherto, that that hath been ſaid, hath been to ſhew what is ſignified by droſſe and droſſie metals, whereunto God doth liken his people: it remains now that ſome­what be ſaid to each particular people, as a direction from the Lord to walk by. If the Apoſtles, Paul, Peter, 1 Theſſ. 5.2, 3. 2 Pet. 3.10, 11, 12. Jam. 5.8. James, and John foreſaw a change that would be in the world, as if it had been at hand in their dayes: what do the people and Saints of God foreſee now, now Anti­chriſt the man of ſin is revealed; for Saint Paul ſaith, 2 Theſſ. 2.8. That the Lord ſhall conſume him with the breath of his mouth, and the brightneſſe of his coming: When man fell from God, he fled away, and his poſte­rity hath ever been feeding upon the four elements, and would not willingly be beholding to God, but eternally live in them: what wil mankind do, when theſe elements ſhal be melted with the heat of fire? ſurely not one jot or tittle of Gods word, ſhal evade; but in his du time, al that [Page] hath been prophecied of,Eſa. 40.8. ſhall come to paſſe; It ſeemeth cleer to ſome, that the day of the Lords coming, is now begun, and that the apoſtacy, which hath continued many hundreds of yeers, is declining, and the light beginneth to ſhine, that along time hath been ſimulated, which de­clareth what the viſible church is now upon the earth, even like to Iſrael, they are droſſe to the pure, and holy God, they are Braſſe, Tin, Iron, & Lead. Theſe four metals, which ſignifie four ſorts of men, mē of power, teaching men, men of Trafficke, & poor men, may be further reſembled, to the four elements, S. Peter ſpeaketh of, that ſhal likewiſe melt, fire,2 Pet. 3.12. aire, earth, and water: The man of power, being as the fire which doth predominate, and do the greateſt exe­cution, to the regularity of the reſt; the teaching man, which is as the aire in which men do breath, and live in, yet as aire; the man of trafficke, which is as the earth, that beareth forth fruit, to the ſupport of the life of man; the poor man which is as the water, that doth refreſh and eaſe, and bring much comfort, and helpe to man.
Will God not onely melt the forenamed metalls, but alſo the elements, in which man, hath, and doth live in, being the onely ſupport of man (for what can man do, if any one of theſe elements be taken away, he cannot ſub­ſiſt, in his naturall being) Then here ſee the great good­neſſe of God, that will not onely pruge, and refine man, but he will alſo refine the elements, that man lives in, and whereby, he doth ſubſiſt. God will not onely, make man pure, but the place and ſeat, where mans ſtation is, he will make it pure, alſo; there ſhall be a pure world, as well as pure inhabitants, the fire ſhall be pure fire, like the fire of the Lord, that conſumeth all the combuſtible mat­ter, of droſſe and filth, that remaineth now: the air ſhall be pure, cleared, and purged, from all humane, and ter­rene vapours wherein, the defilements of it, did conſiſt; there ſhall be no more of of noiſome and infectious air, but an air,1 Theſ. 4.17. like that Saint Paul ſpeaketh of, or the ſame: where wee ſhall meet the Lord, and ever bee with him.
[Page]The earth alſo, ſhall be made pure,Rev. 21.2. for it ſhall be made new, there ſhall be a new earth, all the actions, com­merce, converſe, that is in the world, that were corrupted, through deceit, oppreſſion, and cruelty, ſhall all be burnt up, and there ſhall be a clear, and a pure converſe, and commerce, without fraud, covetouſneſſe, or guile; equity, and honeſty, ſhall then be exerciſed, according to the Chriſtian rule to do, as others ſhould do unto us, the wa­ters ſhall no more remain, there ſhall be no more Sea, all the waters ſhall be dried up, by the fire of the Lord;Rev. 21.1. Eſa. 11.6.7. Acts 3.19. there ſhall be no more poore, and oppreſſed, by the rich the Lion ſhall lie down with the Lambe, and our refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord.
Again, Saint Peter ſaith, in the forenamed chapter, that the heavens ſhall paſſe away, that the Heavens being on fire, ſhall be diſſolved, and further ſaith:Ver. 10. ver. 12. veſ. 13. We look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſſe. Many heretofore, and ſome now, doe from this Scripture, tell the people, of the finall end, and diſſolution of the whole world for ever. But Chriſt ſaith, To you it is given, to know the myſteries or ſecrets of the the Kingdom: And the Prophet Amos chapter the third,Matth. 13.11. and the ſeventh, ſaith ſurely, the Lord will do nothing, but he revealeth, his ſecrets to his ſervants, the Prophets. It cannot be then ſo underſtood, as our common Expo­ſitors, have concluded, but it muſt be truly, and cleerly taken, for the fiery change, that ſhall be by the anger, and wrath of God, upon the world, which ſhall diſſolve the Heavens; That is, the religions, that are in the world, for Religion, is as Heaven, by it we do converſe with God, and commune with him, and it hath been, from the be­ginning, that the people of God, have had a way, to draw neer to God, by religious worſhip, and ſervices of him: But ſo it is come to paſſe, that the man of ſin, that is, ſin deceiving man, and Satans temptations, prevailing with man, hath ſo corruptly and ſo confuſedly, ſo hypo­critically, & ſo adulterately, worſhipped and obeyed God, in the outward forme, in the ſhew, in the hiſtory, with [Page] the lip onely, in the outward man, by and in the will of man; That the Spouſe is become an Harlot; Man is be­come a beaſt, and that body which the now-religion boaſt­eth that it is Chriſt, is Antichriſt; This heaven wherein the ſons of men, do ſolace themſelves, this ſtrong City, this fenced Jeruſalem, This mountain, which they truſt unto, plead and fight for, This heaven, where righteouſ­neſſe dwelleth not, that is but the huske, the ſhell, the ſheath, the outſide, the carkaſſe, where the inward man, is priſoned, captivated, and imbondaged, and ſuffereth: This heaven, which is counterfeit, full of droſſe, falſhood, lies, whoredoms, witchcrafts, abominations, mockings, and perſecutions, This heaven ſhall paſſe away, with a noiſe, This heaven ſhall be diſſolved.
This is the great wonder of the world, at this time, that the heavens ſhall melt, that the earth ſhall quake, that the ſtars ſhall fall; But he that hath eyes to ſee, ſeeth it now plainly, for the ſixt ſeal is opened, and it doth manifeſtly appear,Rev. 6.12. that the change now is begun; mens confidences are ſlaying, Babylon is beſieged, Antichriſt is diſcovered, perſecution increaſed, the iniquity of the Whore revealed, her ſecrets uncovered, and the man of ſin diſmantled, up­on which there is ariſen, a great war, between Michael, and the Dragon, in this heaven, they are both within the limits of heaven: a ſtrange thing that the Dragon, the great old Serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, ſhould have his abode in heaven, and claim a right there, and now fight­eth, againſt that power of M chael, Rev. 12. to maintain, keep up, and to continue this heaven, which is deſigned to paſſe a­way, and to be diſſolved: Yet ſo it is, This heaven, muſt paſſe away, this corrupted, ſimulate, and droſſy religion, muſt fade,Luke 16.17. Mat. 5.18. Rev. 6.14. Eſa. 66.22. Rev. 21.1. the Dragon ſhall be overcome, there will be a new heaven, and a new earth, which ſhall continue and remain for ever, that God himſelf will make, which John ſaw, wherein there is no viſible temple, but the Lord God, and the Lambe are the temple thereof, where righteouſ­neſſe dwelleth, and abideth for ever; Not as the old hea­ven, that yet continueth, which is full of ceremonies, or­dinances, [Page] humane inſtitutions, and injunctions, which hath cauſed much confuſion, contentions, and intangle­ments, the Nations being in controverſie, how it ſhall go, every one thinking his own way to be right, and that he ſhall have the conqueſt, at laſt, exerciſing themſelves, in the corrupt and infatuated matter, proceeding from the four elements, within them, of pride, malice, covetouſ­neſſe, and murmuring, awaking, and ſtirring up the wrath and fiery indignation of the Lord, to the bringing of ſore, ſad, heavie, and, lamentable tribulation, by which, and through which tribulation, the Lord will make known, the great myſteries of the Kingdome, that lyeth now hidden, vailed, and unrevealed, that men ſhall know the Lord, even in nature, in which knowledge, the ſtrang­er, and the Heathens, ſhall be converted, and turne to the Lord, as Chriſtians; and all Art, cuning, skill, humane learning, formes, cuſtomes, and inventions of men, ſhall be clean diſpelled, and God alone ſhall be all in all.
That which hath been ſaid, concerning metals let it be ſeriouſly conſidered, How the Almighty God, doth ſet out the condition of his people by metalls, and declareth, his purpoſe, concerning them, as by the compariſon of metalls, is largely diſcourſed, how he will melt them in all manner of their conditions, degrees, and qualities, and not onely ſo, but he will melt the Elements, the Heavens alſo ſhall be diſſolved, the Earth and all the works therein ſhall be burnt, let it then be conſidered, as in the fore­named Epiſtle of Peter, what manner of perſons, ought we to be? To this inquiry he doth adviſe, That our con­verſation ſhould be holy, and God-like, that we may be found, when the Lord cometh, without ſpot and blame­leſſe, having peace within us: To this end is the Prophe­ſies, the ſayings of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles,2 Pet. 3. that we might be betttered, and amended. The diſeaſe then being diſco­vered, and the cauſe of it, there remaineth now the reme­dy to be applied.
Firſt then, to the men of power, ſignified by braſſe, Let it be ſaid to them, from the Lord, although they may [Page] think well of themſelves: they are droſſe, and they are Braſſe;Hag. 1.7, 8. Conſider in your mindes you great ones, God will be glorified by you, you are his ſervants, and his work you muſt do, you are not to act, any thing in, and ac­cording to your own wills, neither to and for your own ends; you are not to look to the glory and fame of your callings, and places, but to have reſpect unto the glory of God above all, as the Prophet Micha ſpeaketh, you ſhould do juſtly,Mica. 6.8. love mercy and walk humbly with God; Juſtice & mercy ſhould be exerciſed, after the moſt perfect, patern of God himſelf, for God ſaith, Be holy, as I am holy, per­fect as your Hevenly Father is perfect: the juſtice diſpenſed by men on earth,Matth. 5.48. ſhould be ſuteable to the juſtice, and judgement of God, anſwering to his holineſſe, and to his righteouſneſſe, and that not in ſome things, as do the Heathens, but in all things whatſoever, and that exactly, and compleatly, that the will of God may be done, on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; In this deportment, the wiſe and faithfull, that are in authority, do manifeſt them­ſelves, to be the children of God their Father, when that among all the prunings,Matth. 5.9. and loppings of injuſtice, the equitable, and cleer reducement, ſtands conſiſtent with the moſt free, ſingle, and perfect righteouſneſſe of the moſt Holy God.
And as God requireth juſtice, ſo doth he require alſo mercy, mercy to the poor that are oppreſſed, wronged, and trampled on; Juſtice and Mercy muſt go together; it is juſtice to puniſh the offender and oppreſſour,Pſalm. 101.1. and it is mercy to relieve the poor and the innocent. It is the counſell of Chriſt; Be mercifull as your Heavenly Father is mercifull, and there is a bleſſing pronounced, to them that are mercifull, full of mercy.
Matth. 5.7.Again, men of power, ſhould walke humbly with God, men that do walk humbly, as they ought to do, do walk with God, as Noah did: the Lord he will dwell with the humble man, he giveth grace to the humble, and reſiſteth the proud; Pride hath been much among men of power, ſome have ſmarted,1 Pet. 5.5. for their pride, as our late times can [Page] teſtifie, and through that, and by that means, the powers are ſome way refined: the taking away of the Eccleſiaſti­call power, is a great ſigne, that God intendeth good unto us; and it ſhould cauſe the oppoſites derived from them, to be humbled.
Let men of power conſider, how the Lord, for the pride of Nebuchadnezzar, dealt by him, taking from him his reaſon, making him to feed, as the beaſts; They may alſo look back, to the times that we have known of late: how were the powers of this Nation, ſhaken and ſhivered, yea broken to peeces, that when they thought, to make a grea­ter addition to tyranny and oppreſſion, they became pow­erleſſe? What were tho [...]e that were in authority, or how were they ſet up? was is not more becauſe of their wealth, then of their grace? or becauſe of their ſiniſter relations, then their qualifications? more that they might act, and do the will of man, then to do according to Gods will?
Hath God begun to refine the powers, have we ſeen ſome amendment? Doubtleſſe, God will proceed. For he will have thoſe to rule, that are God-like, that are as Himſelf is, he wil be the Shepherd of his ſheep, he wil cor­rect them with his rod, and bear them up with his ſtaffe, he will have no cruelty, exerciſed on his, nor partiality on the evill doers, but the Judges, and the Arbiters, ſhall deal juſtly, and impartially, in dubious mat­ters.
Moſt ſtrange effects of Gods providence in this Nati­on, is to be taken notice of: how hath God begun among us, as it were were with a beſome, to ſweep away all ad­verſe power, in the great mutation of Governours and of Government, laying aſide ſome perſons, and powers,Pſalm. 23. and depoſing of them, who thought themſelves, on a ſure foundation, and ſetting up others, that never thought of being capable of it, being of mean diſcent:Luke. 1.43. Surely this cannot, but ſhew unto us, that the Decree of God is gone forth, to overturn all Nations, Kingdoms, Kings, Gover­nours, and Rulers of the earth, untill they be wiſe, and [Page] learned, in the the fear of their God, and are willing to kiſſe the Son,Pſal. 2. to embrace the Lord Chriſt, the chief Head of all kingdoms, and do yeeld up themſelves, their great­neſſe, lawes, intereſt, and affaires, into perfect ſubjecti­on, and conformity, to the moſt abſolute, and perfect power of Chriſt; and to rule men, no further, nor no other­wiſe, then as they are the ſervants of Chriſt, their Lord; Thus God will have his people, that rule over others, un­der himſelf, when they are melted, to be ſuch, as ſhall curb the evill doers, and to defend, preſerve, ſuſtain, maintain, and uphold, them that do well.
Truth and right government, according to the perfect Law of God, is moſt ſerviceable, in its place, and it can­not be performed, rightly, but by ſuch as fear God, and hate covetouſneſſe, that are impartiall. God that hath by the ſpirit of burning, burnt and conſumed the fleſhly minde, and will of Governours, cauſeth them to act ac­according to his own will, and for his glory, being led by his Holy Spirit, into all wiſdom, endeavouring to pleaſe him, not winking at any deceit for carnall ends, but ad­miniſtring, and diſtributing true juſtice, for Gods ſake, ſaving the innocent, and puniſhing the nocent, gi­ving forth according to Gods will, and not according to their own, without reſpect of perſons, but for conſcience ſake, to do the thing that is right, and as becomes men, given wholly up, to ſerve and obey the living God:
1 Cor. 6.1. Matth. 19.28.Let the Arbiters, they that were of old called ſo, now the Lawyers of our times, learn to dread the Lord, and not to ſcrue, and wreſt the propoſalls, made to them of peace, into a long contrived debate, to enrich themſelves by others ruine, and clothe themſelves by the nakedneſſe of others: It is an office for Saints, and not for the cove­tous, and cruell; there will be a time, in the new Jeruſa­lem, that the Saints ſhall judge the earth, they ſhall give the Law forth, from the Spirit of the Lord; for the Evan­gelicall Righteouſneſſe, ſhall comprehend, more then the the Morall, the love of the Father ſhall be in the Arbitrer, and he ſhall adminiſter judiciouſly, equally, and impar­tially, [Page] which ſhall caſt out the oppreſſour, and reſtore a­gain the prey, taken from the ſpoiled, and be in that love and meekneſſe, as becommeth a Saint, doing no wrong.
Secondly, Thoſe that are called, by the will of man, to teach, and to inſtruct men, let them conſider, what they are, and how they are to be qualified: it is not for them to be as Tin, to have the likeneſſe of the better metals, and to adulterate with all mean metals, it is not ſufficient for them, to have an artificiall, humane, pregnant, and Scho­laſtique manner of delivering ſpeeches and ſermons, and with it, ſet forms of prayer, but they muſt have the theory within them, that is, ſuch a teſtimo­ny that their ſpirits can bear witneſſe within them, of the truth, of what they do ſpeak: for Saint John ſaith, The teſtimony of Jeſus,Rev. 19.10. is the ſpirit of prophecie. They are not to teach by letter, or by another mans lines, nor by tranſmiſſion of other authors, for that is as theft, which the Lord by his prophets complains of, and alſo they are not, to teach the viſions, the divinations, the falſities, vanities,Jer. 14.14.15. and deceitfulneſſe of their own hearts, but cleerly and exactly, what is within themſelves, of the truth of God, and of the power, and life of the Spi­rit of God.
Wherefore, let all the Teachers, that are at this day, who have took upon them, to teach; examine, and try themſelves, whether they are of the ſame Spirit, that their Lord Chriſt was of, when he taught upon the mount,Matth. 5. af­ter he had foiled the Tempter, he pronounceth happi­neſſe, and bleſſedneſſe to divers; As to the poore, to the mourner, to the meek, to the hungry, to the mercifull, to the pure, to the peace-makers, and to them that are per­ſecuted: proove your ſelves, yee teachers of men, whether the ſame minde be in you, as was in Chriſt Jeſus; he was according to all theſe ſeverall ſorts of people, & he giveth them comfort, whom comfort belongeth unto, and bleſ­ſedneſſe to them that are pure, &c.
Is it ſo with you, do you do the like? then are you the Light of the world, and the Salt of the earth. It is to be [Page] feared, that the worlds preachers are not ſo to be found, but rather in ſtead of being poor in ſpirit, they are rich, like the Laodiceans;Revel. 3. in ſtead of mourning for the abo­minations that are in the land, as ſpirituall whoredoms, they are blinde to it, and think themſelves to be the very Spouſe of Chriſt, and rejoyce in the fleſhly ſervice of God, which is not accepted; in ſtead of being meek, they are filled full of envie, breaking out into revilings & per­ſecutings; in ſtead of being hungry, they are full, they have need of nothing,Luke 2 [...] when they are poor, blinde and naked; in ſtead of being mercifull, they are cruell, Incendiaries to authority againſt the innocent; in ſtead of being pure in heart, they are pure in tongue, they propheſie in the name of God, but God may ſay unto them, I know you not, I have had no inward acquaintance with you; in ſtead of being peace-makers, I would it could not be ſaid, that they are the greateſt peace-breakers, dividing, rending, railing, fomenting and diſſenting with thoſe, that they ſuppoſe are riſen up, to juſtle them out of their livings.
Are the teachers of the world contrary to Chriſt? Surely then they are not to be heard: Take heed how you hear, ſaith our Saviour: Come learn of me, ſaith he alſo. Thoſe that have the holy Spirit of God in them, have the gift of diſcerning,1 Joh. 3. and they are guided to hear nothing, but what the Spirit ſpeaks, he that hath ears to hear, hear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches: They were all faulty, and would our Churches now were not ſo. It is the ſcattered people in Babylon, the deſpiſed remnant that deſerteth the worlds faſhions, that are per­ſecuted by the Churches, that are now gathering toge­ther by the hands of the Almighty, which will be the people, that will grow up to an invincible mountain, which ſhall for e [...]er ſtand.
Can the Teachers of the world ſay? that they are the light of the world,Job 18.6.21.17. and live in blindneſſe and darkneſſe, and have not the true light ſhining in them, can they give light to others that have no light? They may have [Page] a certain kinde of light in dark and obſcure places, like that rotten wood that is called Dadock, which ſhineth untill the true light comes; and when It comes, no light at all appears in it. Can they ſay they are the ſalt of the earth? Salt is of that quality, that it doth as it were give life to that which is dead, it preſerveth from putrefaction, it is medicinall, and of a healing quality, Sal ſapit omnia, It is an embleme of love: would this were ſo, that the teachers of the world were as ſalt, that they could intro­duce into their dead hearers, the living and eternall Go­ſpel of God, that it might be to them as life, and that their exhortations, inſtructions, rebukes, and comforts, were medicinall and healing to the diſeaſes and wounds of their peoples ſouls and ſpirits, as ſalt is to the body, and that there were pure love and a godly jealouſie in them, as was in Saint Paul, 2 Cor. 11.2. that had prepared the Corin­thians for one husband, to preſent them as pure virgins to Chriſt, but feared they were beguiled, as Eve was by the Serpent, and their mindes might be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt.
None ſhould be teachers of others, but thoſe that are Beleevers; for the ſimple and plain Beleever is the beſt ſpeaker: David ſaid, I did beleeve, therefore I ſpake;Pſal. 116.10. in­timating, had he not truly beleeved, he had not been ca­pable of ſpeaking; a true Beleever may be a right Expoſi­tour, and a right Interpreter. But pity it is, that where the Teacher is defective, there is joyned the traditions of men with the pure Word, & with Chriſts commands; car­nall paganiſh Philoſophy, with the anointing of the Spi­rit; the orders and degrees of Schools, rudiments of the world with the miniſtery of Chriſt which is from Hea­ven. Theſe things cannot ſtand together, and therefore there is a great rent made, and will ſtill divide and rend, untill all be made new; for new wine muſt be put into new bottles; the old bottles of the fleſh cannot hold the wine of the ſpirit of God; the new Covenant requires another manner of obedience then the old did,Prov. 4.18▪ and the Goſpel miniſtration is for the perfecting of the Saints; [Page] the way of the righteous is light, that ſhineth more and more to the perfect day, to build them up into the unity of faith, and to lead them from faith to faith, into the perfect knowledge of the Son of God, to be a perfect man, into the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſſe of Chriſt.
When will the time come, that there ſhall be no more complaint againſt unſavoury ſalt, blinde guides, & divine Merchants? Surely the time is now coming, it is begun, that the Lord will expell and drive out from his Church all thoſe that are pernicious, unneceſſary & unprofitable teachers and guides, who by the will of man are educa­ted and brought to learning and humane art, fitted, as to the eyes of men, for to teach, and inſtruct, and no way, as by the election of God inwardly poſited and habitua­ted by the Lord, but rather ſuffered and continued for the ſins and tranſgreſſions of the people, who do collect matter together out of Authours, keeping it in memory to deliver it, not fixed by the Spirit in themſelves, but are as a channell or pipe, that conveyeth to the outward, certain poſitions framed and compiled out of the letter, choſen by themſelves to ſerve their own turns, for the advance of their functions. Moſt certain it is, that there is a generation of teachers that are not ſent by the Lord, who are deſperate enemies to the pure truth,Jer. 23.21. Ezek. 13.2, 3, 4 and cannot endure thoſe that do diſcover their weakneſſe, defecti­ons, or wickedneſſe, and upon this ground will be raiſed a far greater conteſt than is yet, not conſonant to the minde of God; for diſputing ſhould be laid aſide, and be no longer among us, but advice given, to turn, amend, repent, or elſe for ever periſh.
Let not Teachers be ſlight in the examination of them­ſelves in that large charge which is laid againſt them, leſt that come upon them which Saint Paul endevoured to avoid, that after he had preached to others, himſelf might not be a caſtaway;1 Cor. 9.27. therefore did he beat down his body, and kept it in ſubjection. But how far are many from this duty? How do they feed and pamper their bodies in e­very [Page] manner of way as much as any? It is a ſtrange re­coil for a diſeaſed man to ſay, Phyſician, heal thy ſelf: or for an Auditour to ſay to the preacher, Pull the beam out of thine own eye. That light which is ſprung up & ſent among us from the Lord, let them obey it, though never ſo croſſe to their wils, leſt that, after all their learning, teaching, preaching, praying and exerciſing,Pſal. 2.1. they be found among the raging Heathen; or, which is worſe, to be their Abettours and Ring-leaders. Think upon the complaints that the Lord often hath made againſt the Prophets, who cauſed his people to erre: Judge your ſelves, that you be not judged and condemned of the Lord; Try and examine your ſelves, ye that call your ſelves ſons of Levi, for the Lord is coming to try and to refine you.
Great is the goodneſſe of God to his Church, that he hath made ſuch a diſcovery, that they in whom we truſt­ed, and have been our introduction, we muſt forſake, be­ing called to a better, and a more lively hope to the in­dwellings of God, than to attend the ordinances of man; that ſpeaks nought but death: the Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge,Mal. 2.7. but they have deſtroyed the true ſa­ving knowledge; they have known the will of the Lord; but they have not done it; they have thruſt themſelves into Chriſts office, meerly to get profit, favour, and ho­nour. It is a great miſchief, and a deadly injury to be blinde-led; Chriſt ſaith, If the blinde lead the blinde, they both fall into the ditch, that is, they fall into that they cannot eaſily get out, and when they are, through mercy, helped out, they muſt be cleanſed from the filth of the ditch which they have received, in the ditch. If by leading men fall, where their deſire is to avoid, what are they better by leading? what a heavie account have theſe leaders to give above all others?
Are not the teachers moved, to hear of the fall of Baby­lon? Surely ſome are, but thoſe that are not, that endevour to uphold Antichriſt in the myſtery, ſhall ſuffer with the Whore, and be partaker of her plagues. Is there  [...] [Page] in Heaven, and cannot thoſe hear of it that are ſtill talk­ing of Heaven? Is there a new Jeruſalem coming down from God out of Heaven, and ſhall our Superviſours not ſee it? Hath that City but one ſtreet in it, and no croſſe-wayes at all, tending to unity and concord, and ſhall our peacefull Preachers not know it? Certainly God will dwell himſelf with his people, and they ſhall know all things,1 Joh. 3.19. through that light and love of his, wherewith many Nations ſhall be joyned to him, and whereby he will be all in all, that that which was above the reach of the higheſt Apoſtle, will come down and appear to the loweſt and meaneſt of his people.
The great diſcoveries that Almighty God hath made, concerning the fall and overthrow of Antichriſt, which fall is beginning; the wiſe and the learned of the world are ſo far from waiting to ſee it, that they are blinde, yea wilfully blinde, concerning it; being friends to that worſhip of God, which is according to the oldneſſe of the Letter,Rom. 7.6. and great enemies to that of the newneſſe of the Spirit, holding forth for good the outward Circum­ciſion, the outward Baptiſm, the outward lip-labour, and auricular attendance in divine Ordinances, that now is wounded; and condemneth the Circumciſion and the Baptiſm of the heart, the inviſible and ſpirituall Com­munion in the Spirit with the Father, and the Son, which is the marrow of all religion,Rom. 2.27, 28, 29. not holden by men wor­thy of praiſe, or commendation, and therefore maligned and envied, as Stephen was, Acts 7.54. &c. being ſtoned for ſpeaking the truth which the people could not ap­prehend. All the Apoſtles ſpake ſomewhat of the great change that would be in the world,Rom. 8.23. 1 Joh. 3.2. 2 Pet. 3 13. and do declare evidently, that there is a third diſpenſation, which is of the Spirit; that of the Law had its period; that of the Goſpel, as the Goſpel had its limit bound up to the outward adminiſtrations of men gifted, hath had its A­poſtate-being, digreſſing from Goſpel graces and faith, being as the night of the world, to the revelation of the great light that God would after ſhine into the ſpirits [Page] and hearts of men, ſpoken of by Saint Paul. 1 Cor. 2.9, 10, 11. Now the night of Apoſtacie is beginning to paſſe away, and the day approacheth, wherein the Almighty will manifeſt himſelf to be the God and Father of his people, by his dwelling in them, foretold by the Prophets, ſeen a far off by the Apoſtles, and witneſſed by ſome now, the which hath a very great oppoſition, not by ſcandalous and profane perſons onely, but by great Profeſſours, a­cute and learned Teachers, which will not yeeld to any reproof, nor ſubſcribe to any other mans revelati­on, and therefore do charge the unchangeable God, that he changeth not, nor diſturbeth not, neither doth he rent and divide the viſible Church, but that ſome do, they do conclude, they are ſuborned of the evil one, and endevour to ſtop their mouths, and puniſh thoſe perſons that ſay as Malachi did,Mal. 2.17. Ye have wearied the Lord with your words, Why uſe you ſo many words, ſo much pha­riſaicall prayers, and ſuch counterfeit and heedleſſe ſing­ing and praiſing? Why ſuch variety of humane learning, philoſophy, and pleaſing the fleſhly mindes of men? And, wherein have we wearied the Lord, are we not his peo­ple, and are not our exerciſes the exerciſes of Faith and Love, derived from the primitive time? we know no­thing of it, but what is agreeable to the Word, and if we ſhould deſiſt, what will become of religion? Mark the Text when ye ſay, Every one that doth evil is good in the ſight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them, or where is the God of judgement? Look to this, O ye Teachers of men, your caſe is ſo, that God hath found you great enemies to the moſt pure light and truth that floweth from himſelf;Mal. 3. and as in the third chapter of the ſame Prophet, being the next words, hear there your doom, God will try you.
Judgement beginneth at the houſe of God, among the righteous, among them that are full, that are rich,1 Pet. 4.17, 18. that are wiſe: Oh that this ſort of people could ſee but their unrighteouſneſſe, their emptineſſe, their po­verty, and their folly; until men come to ſee that they [Page] are ſo,Joh. 3.39. Iſa. 29.18, 19. they are not happy; the blinde onely ſhall ſee, and the deaf onely ſhall hear; and he that is hungry ſhall be ſatisfied, for the Lord hath ſealed the book, that he that can read cannot open it, and he that can read will not meddle with it,Iſa. 29.11, 12. but perſecute it; witneſſe the late times ſince that the hidden myſteries that John ſaw hath been opened, which the Teachers of our times yeelded themſelves willingly to be blinde unto,2 Pet. 3.5. how is it like to be perſecuted further? Is the riſe of their per­ſecution, becauſe that ſome illiterate men ſpeak, account­ed not worthy in their eſteem to meddle with ſuch things?Rev. 18.7, 16. Or, is it becauſe that Babel, the ſeat of the Whore, with all her ornaments, ſhall be deſtroyed? Or, is it be­cauſe divine merchandiſing ſhall have an utter end? Saint Paul did intimate in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, that there were ſome,2 Cor. 2.17. but he and the reſt of the Apoſtles were no ſuch, that did make merchandiſe of the Word.
Tremble then all you that are Teachers, that ſay you are Apoſtles and are not,Rev. 2.2. that would be canonized for Saints here, and have not yet bowed to the Scepter of the Lord Chriſt, that have onely taſted of the little book which is ſweet in the mouth, Emanuel, God with us, but have not eaten it up,Rev. 10.9. &c. Rev. 21.8. becauſe of its bitterneſſe in the bel­ly, that are fearfull of loſing the glorious things of the world, if they ſhould embrace Chriſt really, loving ſuch a religion and profeſſion that agreeth with the conditi­ons of the great men, driving ſtill at thoſe that would ſeparate worldly ſame, pomp, eaſe and wealth, from the inward,1 Joh. 2.15. inviſible, and ſpirituall worſhip of God, which cannot ſtand together, joyning the humane and corrupt ordinances and will-worſhip, with the inward worſhip of God in ſpirit, limiting the holy One to their traditi­onall ſervice.
Learn to know that the Almighty hath power to change all things at his own will and pleaſure, yea, the very Heavens, which is the Church, and the religion we live and converſe with God in; and that there ſhall not ſuch adulteries and fornications be committed among [Page] his people, and in his houſe there ſhall be no more inti­cers to love the ſtrange woman,Prov. 7. who hath all comeli­neſſe and excellent entertainment to the ſatisfaction of the deſires of the fleſh. There is other diſcoveries made, and they who are the ſons of Levi, that wait at the Al­tar muſt be changed, and not cry, Templum Domini, not the temple of the Lord, becauſe once it was ſo, and now it hath not the Spirits preſence to ſay all one words, but they muſt cry, Dominus in templo, Rev. 21.3. Rev. 3.20. The Lord in his tem­ple; the Lord is now coming to dwell, he ſtandeth at the door and knocketh.
Obſerve with a diſcerning eye, whether it be not in vain for the Teachers of the world to go about to uphold that which God hath deſigned down; if Antichriſt ſhall fall, it will not be in part, but in the whole, the ſtars ſhall fall; therefore envie not, and deſpiſe not the ſmall be­ginnings, neither trample on any ſpringing up, that is of the Lords planting, for it may proſper the better. Contend not, neither fight againſt them unto whom the Lord hath made great diſcoveries of Chriſt his coming forth in the glory of God, cenſuring, reproaching, and perſecuting thoſe doctrines that you are not able to com­prehend, as the devout women did, and the chief men did againſt Paul and Barnabas; Acts 13.5 [...]. ſuch are the great oppo­ſers of pure truth, that live in the profeſſion of truth and teach others, carried out with a zeal kindled from the outward letter, endevouring to open the myſteries, by and with their outward gifts, which cannot be. But in ſtead of opening Heaven, they open Hell, having the key of the bottomleſſe pit, ſtirring up contentions and ſtrifes, rather manifeſting themſelves to be the apoſtles of Gods anger and infliction, then the peace-exerciſing and teach­ing Apoſtles of Chriſt were. Shew forth your Evange­licall fruits, you that ſtile your ſelves ſo; let your love, your patience, meekneſſe, righteouſneſſe, and long-ſuf­fering appear in your behaviour towards all men, and your rendering good for evil, bleſſing for curſing, praying for perſecuting.
[Page]Behold, and ſee ye Teachers of the world, whether there hath not been and now is amongſt you, ſuch which have been as you ſay, called to the function and place of the Miniſtery, vile and vicious perſons. A great grief it hath been to many ſouls who have received ſomewhat from God,Mills Flavell Wells. by the conſcientious and right dividers, to ſee ſuch covetous, proud, oppreſſing, drunken, idle, lying, vain & incontinent perſons to ſtand up, to ſpeak, as if ſent from God, ſtriking terrour & amazement to the poor ten­der hearted hearer, being ignorant of God, that ſuch as are reprovers of evill, ſhould be examples of committing evill: This, bleſſed be the Lord is taken notice of by our Governours, and there is a beginning in ſome places of the Nation, to call ſuch to the barre, and to try them for thoſe groſſe evils; and there is hope that they being taken in hand for their open wickedneſſe, others that live in the ſecret, ſhall alſo be detected; it is manifeſt that God is co­ming forth to refine and purifie all.
Thirdly, to the men of Trafficke, Merchants and o­thers, that by their commerce, are as the earth, to ſup­port and bear up, and yeeld ſufficiency to others, through the exerciſe of their worldly imploiments, Let them learn here to know God as he is, and to know themſelves what they are, for God is the chiefeſt good, & there is no happi­nes in the enjoyment of any thing without God, al things created by him, having not their uſe for, & to his glory, are abuſed, and become as ſo many hinderances, and letts un­to us in the way to life,Eſter. 1.5. They are all vanity, there is no worth in them; all the world, and the things therein are not worth one ſoul;Luke. 16.1. and as for themſelves, let them know that they are but as ſtewards, which muſt give an account,1 Tim. 6.17. of their ſtewardſhip, and they are not to put their truſt, in uncertain riches, nor to be high minded, but to do good and to diſtribute, laying up in ſtore a good foundation, againſt the time to come, &c.
The men of the world ſetteth their mindes on the world wholly,Pro. 1.19. all their ſtudy and care, all their diligence, and watchfulneſſe is to get gain, to adde to what they have, to make themſelves great, to be in eſteem in the [Page] world, to have an aboundance, contriving to get large poſ­ſeſſions, great inheritances, fair buildings ſtore of mo­nies, potent friends, all which is nothing; this procures no inward peace, no forgiveneſſe, no ſpirituall ſatisfacti­on to the ſoul, no communion with God; but doth cor­rupt infect and miſ-lead the ſoul, into the ſnares of death, for by loving, affecting, and delighting in the things of the world, the poor ſoul is everlaſtingly captivated, and hardened in the worldly walkings, that they come to plead for their ſins of covetouſneſſe, calling it good huſ­bandry, and exerciſing of their talents,Pſal. 73. and ſo the Lord God their Maker comes to be forgotten of them, all things going well with them, that they break out into pride, am­bition, cruelty, and oppreſſion, all under the colour of li­ving according to their degree and their calling. Thus do men of the world, that are without God in the world,Epheſ. 5.17. demean themſelves towards God; ut Papa, ſic populus.
They ſtill entertain the religion of the word, that that is moſt in uſe, and beſt agreeth with their palate, although there is inwardly in them, nothing but plotting, contriving, deviſing, ſtudying, and indeavoring after the world, the pleaſures and profits thereof; Yet they would be known to be of ſome religion, as well as others: and, theſe times do afford them a receptacle, they are welcome to the teachers of the world, in all their exerci­ſes, praying, preaching, ſinging, and conference, and have the chiefeſt room, and the beſt applauſe, for con­ſtant hearers, and very good incouragement, to rejoice, and boaſt of their religious carriage, eſpecially becauſe they pay thir dues, keep their church, being quiet, and not medling with the differences, that now are, but takes all for good that the miniſters ſaith or doth.
Be not deceived, O worldling, God knoweth the ſe­crets of thine heart, and ſeeth the bent thereof, Thou canſt not ſerve God, and Mammon; Luke 16.13. Although thou lo­veſt thy miniſter plyeſt the Church, and payeſt thy dues, and all ſeems to be at peace, with thee: Thou art nothing but as earth, thou mayeſt make a ſhew of ſome religion [Page] to men,Jams. 2.18. but the Lord ſeeth, that thou haſt no religion at all, let it appear by thy works, what thou art: the Lord cannot endure, a half Chriſtian, an outſide one, he requi­reth the inſide, the heart, the Spirit of the minde; there is nothing can make thee happy, but the injoyment of the Lord Chriſt,Epheſ. 4. and his benefits; Silver and Gold cannot deli­ver thee, in the day of the Lords wrath, neither wil God be ſerved, but with the male of thy flock, thou muſt ſacrifice the beſt for an offering to the Lord, and think nothing too dear to part withall,Luke. 16.9. in compariſon of gaining Chriſt. Make you friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſſe, that when ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſting habitation: make you friends, Abraham beleeved God, and was called his friend? what great happineſſe it is for a man to have God for his friend, nothing can go ill with him, if God be on our ſide, who can be againſt us: Make Chriſt thy friend,Rom. 8.31. John 15.14. O worldly man; the benefit of His friendſhip, will be great, he is thy Saviour, Mediatour, and Interceſſour. What priviledge like to this, to be the friend of Chriſt? we cannot, but muſt participate of all, he hath obtained for us, and hath in ſtore alſo. Make the poor your friends, give them of your ſubſtance, and of your ſtore, ſpare ſomething of your abundance, viſite the priſoner, feed the hungry, cloathe the naked, take pity on the ſick, and entertain the ſtranger; that their prayers to God, and praiſes of God, for ſuch reaching of outward comforts to them, by their frequency, and fervency, may cauſe the dew of heaven, to diſtill down upon you.
Do not forget thy Maker? O worldling, but remember him, and do works of pity, and mercy, of love, and charity, and as thou haſt received freely, from the Lord; ſo for the Lords ſake give freely, that thou mayeſt not be liable, to the ſentence, that God doth pronounce againſt the cove­tous, not to enter into life; nor to have the curſes, and the execrations of the poor, to ly at thy door.
1 Cor. 6.9, 10.Make the people of God thy friends, love them, ac­quaint thy ſelf with them: Do not revile, mock, ſcoffe, [Page] ſcorne, and deſpiſe them, either becauſe of their plainnes,Matth. 19.29. nor becauſe thou art reproved by them, nor becauſe they love that thou hateſt, and hate that thou loveſt; but go to the Sanctuary of God, and learn to love, that that God loveth, to forſake all, and follow the Lord Chriſt, not to go from that thou doeſt poſſeſſe, but out of that covetous will, that is within thee; that will muſt be deſtroyed, and brought to nothing, thou muſt account thy Maſterſhip, thy Wealth, thy Wiſdome, thy great Place, thy Credit, thy great Proſperity, thy Authority, and thy coſtly Gar­ments, to be all one, as Service, Poverty, Plainneſſe, Diſ­eſteeme, Diſgrace, Adverſity, and Scarcity: ſuch a temper ſhould men, that have the wealth of the world be of, that they ſhould be as willing to loſe as win, to wear coorſe garments, as fine garments, and whatſoever is conferred upon them, either of honour, wealth or goods, to return, and give it back again to God, and ſay unfainedly, Lord it is thine; I am unworthy to have the command over it, but being thou haſt put it into my hands, make me to do thy will with it, and that thou mayeſt have the glory of it, and that all the exerciſes and undertakings, I am called unto, may produce good to thy people.
How far otherwiſe, is the practice of worldly men, that live in the anxiety of their Spirits, both in the getting, and keeping earthly treaſure, and how do they expati­ate their deſires: the earthly father, would have an earth­ly ſon, nothing can bring an earthly, worldly minded mans will, to a limit, but onely the love, and power of God; Man is apt to run all his ſtock, out upon the world, his confidence, truſt, joy, comfort, his love, and fear, and all, and wholly to forget God, as if they were made for nothing elſe, but to get the things of the world, and joy in them, which many through much care, travell and watchings, do not poſſeſſe, but ſees them a farre off, and cannot attain to that joy: miſerable is the condition of earthly minded men; ſome wanteth, that they have, and ſome are at an eternall loſſe, by joying in them.
Let the advice of our Saviour Chriſt be followed, by [Page] the men of the world. Ye men of trafficke, take heed to your ſelves,Luke 21.34. that ye be not ovrcome with the cares of the world, for worldly things, cannot produce any comfort, it is one of the greateſt baits, the evill one hath to catch men by: what profit is there in winning the world, and loſing the ſoul by it, How hardly can a rich man enter into the Kingdom of Heaven? Strive therefore, in the exerciſe of piety, and God-like life, and not by grovelling in the earth, as an earth-worm, but caſt off the evil deſire of gayn­ing, which cauſeth oppreſſion, cruelty, and exaction, and much detaining of the labourers hire: be ye renewed, from the condition of old man, which is from the earthearthy.
1 Cor. 15.47.Labour not for the meat that periſheth, but for that that endureth, vexe not your ſelves, in the anxiety of your mindes, that you are not ſo rich, and have ſuch large poſſeſſions, as others, neither ſtrive, in the attaining of riches, as the manner of the world is, and that among profeſſors, having dark, & deceiveable lights, falſe weights, and meaſures, fraud couſenage, and lying, with ſwearing; Take heed of theſe things, you that ſay you are Chriſtians, theſe things ought not to be among them, the Lord ſeeth all your actions, and will puniſh the evill doers, yea even him that is as the Wolfe, that devoureth his neighbour, by ſubtilty to increaſe unto himſelf unlawfull gain; and alſo the uſurer, that commonly drinks the blood of the poor: theſe, like to a Wolfe that hath blinde whelpes, go down into the pit, with their children, the one for gather­ing, and the other for ſcattering.
Fourthly and laſtly, the poor of the world, are here to learn, whether impotent poor, or aged poor, to be rich, in God. Ask of God in faith and he will give freely; he gi­veth to all that asketh, and upbraideth none, you that are ſtill ready to open your lips to the men of the world, your brethren for relief; call and cry, mightily to God, for his mercy, learne to be of a poor & a low ſpirit, what wil you do, if poor, and not poor in ſpirit, you ſhall not ſee God. You poor that are hungry, learn to hunger, and thirſt after righteouſneſſe,Mat. 5. and you ſhall be ſatisfied, a [Page] ſtrange ſaying that the hungry ſhall be ſatisfied, and the full ſent empty away, ſo it is that the fulnes that is in men, cording to the wiſdome of their fleſh, agreeable to the luſts thereof, ſpeaks ſatisfaction to the carnall minde,1 King. 8.38. but it is the plague of the heart. Better it is for a veſſel to be empty then to be filled, with filthy corruptible and evill matter.
Let no outward ingagement make you that are poor to offend, and ſin againſt God: or to forſake him, for the Lord is with you while you be with him,2 Chro. 15. [...] in what ſtate or condition ſoever, but if you forſake him, he will forſake you: Hazard all, endure all, that you may enjoy your God, your Saviour, and the gifts, and graces of his Holy Spirit, ſubject your ſelves, to none, whereby you might break your peace, with God; do nothing for any mans ſake, friendſhip or money, but what may ſtand with a good conſcience, ſpend what time you may, in the ſervice of God, and in accompanying his people: and if the neceſſa­ry endeavours for bread, takes away preparation, know thus much, that God doth accept of all thoſe that cleave to him with all their hearts,2 Chr. 30.19. though they may not be out­wardly cleanſed: the poor Publicane, was commended and juſtified, through the fervency of his ſhort prayer, be­ing not with with oſtentation, but in humble confeſſion, contrition, and animadverſion.
The poor may take comfort in this, that they are not in the way of ſinners, the great enormities, and impieties,Pſalm. 3. that are committed by the wanton ones of the world; they are bard from them, through their poverty, as not fit companions, being not fitted in outward deportment, for ſuch company, neither can they ſo walke, in the coun­ſell of the ungodly, for ungodly counſels, are moſt among the wealthy of the world: happy are they, that are expeld from ſuch ungodly counſels, that do conſpire againſt God and Chriſt, and that are not exerciſed,Pſal. 2.2.1, 2, &c. in the ſeat of the ſcorners: uſually the proud, and the rich of the world are ſornefull, it is a haynous ſin, to be a ſcorner,Prov. 1. the Lord will laugh at their deſtruction, many plagues are denoun­ced [Page] againſt them: if men are bleſſed, that are none of theſe, then happy are the poor that are not ſo.
Take heed thou that art poor, and be low in thine own eſtimation, walk humbly with God, becauſe thou art conſtrained, to walke humbly to man, let God be in all thy thoughts, he it is that will bleſſe thee; and give thee thy hearts deſire,Pſal. 37. if thou delight in him, he will feed thee: Commit thy way to him, and he will bring it paſſe; that for thy povery here he hath eternall riches for thee hereafter.
Now ſeeing that all ſorts of perſon, ſignified by theſe metals, have had advice from the Lord, in particular, let them here take warning in this their day, and repent, for the day of the Lord is drawing neer: if we be waſhed, cleanſed, purified, & purged, then are we fit veſſels for him, if not then know, that notwithſtanding all, that we boaſt of, as concerning Oidinances, Miniſters, Churches, Profeſſi­ons, and Services, we are no way fit, but without God, in the world, in carnall ſacrifices.
O that England did know the day of its viſitation, and could but ſee how gracious & merciful the Lord bath bin, & ſtill is, in forbearing, and forgiving, and ſtanding at the door there knocking, waiting, when we will open unto him, that he may come in, and ſup with us, his kindneſſe is ſo great, that he would have us eat of the ſame that He doth, that there may be both union and communion, He would not have us lay out our mony, and not for bread, that, that doth not profit: but would have us to come, and buy milke, and wine, without money, yea, to buy Gold, of him, and eye ſalve, to anoint our eyes, that we may ſee; But fooliſh people as we are, we think our ſelves happy, in our old cuſtomary ſervices, and do not conſider from whence they were derived, and had their riſe. And that the night of Apoſtacy, hath been over the face of the whole world, this many hundred yeers; It ap­peareth plain, that England, as well as Iſrael, is droſſe; and who is there, that hath the ſpirit of diſcerning, but doth perceive the very fiery beginnings, that God hath [Page] made among us, as to deſtroy, and conſume, all will of man, fleſhly wiſdome, and Antichriſtian church policy, which hath kept us, from the ſincere, and the moſt pure, and unblameale ſervice of God in the ſpirit.
Know thy ſelf O England, to be not that, what thou boaſteſt thou art. Thou art ready to ſay, thou art a refor­med Church; See where thy reformation lieth, if it lie in words, in ſhew, in form, in letter, this is not that, that God requireth, he will have it in actions, in ſubſtance,Pro. 1.7, 26, 12. Jer. 4.22. Eſa. 1. in the inner man, in the ſpirit. See how the Lord of old, did reprove his people, for their being well conceited of themſelves, having nothing, but the externall ſacrifices, the husk and ſhell of purity, the internall, and ſpiritu­all life being departed. Sooth not thy ſelf up, ſee thy poverty, thy need, and luke-warmeneſſe. It is in vain to bring a dead ſacrifice, to the living God, It is to ve­ry great loſſe, ſo to do, Witneſſe the ſacrifices of Cain, and others, who found no acceptance, but were caſt off.
It is a hard thing for men to be convinced of their im­purity, and droſſines, that do love live in a ſtrict profeſſion godlines and have not the life,Pro. 28.13. and the power of it within them. Solomon ſaith, he that hideth his ſins ſhall not proſper, hence men inferre, that ſuch as hide the ſins of murder, adultery, deceit, lying, ſtealing, and the like, they ſhall not proſper: and very well may it be, but yet that ſpeech of Solomon, is more nicely, and cloſely ſpoken to, and directed to profeſſing people, being in other langua­ges rendered Defection: as thus,Mat. 19.22. Luke 18.22. if ſo be a man were even a perfect, ſpotleſſe, and an unblameable man, obſerving all things, from his youth up, as the Ruler did, yet being defective in one particular, endeavouring to cover it, and hide it from the Lord, he ſhall not proſper: it is the cover­ing, the hiding from the Lord, that makes the Whore. The honeſt and chaſte wife, ſhe hideth nothing from her husband; but it is the whoriſh woman, ſhe that lo­veth another, and that doth commit folly privately, ſecret­ly, in dark places, & yet ſeemeth to be as honeſt, and chaſt [Page] as any; The varniſh, and gilt of a profeſſion, makes the baſe metall, to be of great eſteem, being it appeareth not, the corruption lieth within, and cannot be diſcerned, but by the fiery light and heat of God: Corruption cannot ſee coruption, it is grace, that can ſee it, and diſcover it, no light in man,Pſal. 36.9. 1 John 3.18. Exod. 27.20. can make his defilements, viſible to his inward, and internall minde, untill the perfect, and reall light of God appeareth, that is a ſearching light, a laſting light, a pure light, a powerfull light, and a diſcerning light: where this light is, there is God, and there is no dark­neſſe, for where God is, the patient may ſee himſelf; and what he is, and that ſight is the cure. When thou waſt in thy blood, then ſaid I, Live, when we are as dead, and as dry bones,Ezek. 16. and 37.12. Then oh my people, ſaith God, I will open your graves, I will do it by mine own power, I will not let you lie in the fleſhly outward formes, as great profeſ­ſours, and ſmall practizers, but you ſhall ſee your ſelves, as dead and dry bones, then will I bring you to live, in the ſpirit, that you may ſee your life in the Lord alone, not hid in Chriſt onely, but Chriſt appearing to be life, in you; your life may appear to be in God.
The great work that God is doing, is by melting of us, to make us ſee, that in the fleſh, we are the dead body of Chriſt, that is the end; why the Lord doth rend, divide, diſquiet, and deſtroy all our comforts, for we would wil­lingly,Jer. 50, 34. eſtabliſh a righteouſneſſe, of our own, and it is a great mercy that God doth ſhake us, he will diſquiet the inhabitants of Babell, they have no reſt, untill they re­turn to his land: happy are we, when we ſee our ſelves the dead body,Eſa. 26.19. of the Lord Chriſt, then we ſhall ariſe: With my body ſaith he, ſhall they raiſe, the ſame ſpirit, that raiſed his body, raiſeth ours, together with him; we that truly ſee our ſelves,Ephe. 2.12. Ephe. 5. to be darkneſſe, are light in the living Lord, let us walk as children of the light.
What great change will there be, when a beleever ſeeth, and doth know, what he is? before that time, his heart and his apprehenſions, doth deceive him: every man naturally, deſireth good to his own ſence, and apprehen­ſion [Page] but our enemies, the Devil, the world, and the fleſh, do ſo cunningly deceive us, that we cannot come, to underſtand what Almighty God is, neither what good is, but conceive amiſſe of both, taking good for evil, and evil for good, and are ready to yeeld up, our ingage­ments to God, upon the account of our baſe, fleſhly rea­ſonings about Gods dealing with us: and unleſſe we are become dead to all things of our ſelves, and in our ſelves, we cannot have power from God to vanquiſh. This mortall muſt put on immortality, this droſſe muſt be purged and refined out, we muſt be as the gold, and as the ſilver that is Gods; for how can two be together ex­cept they be agreed: when God hath refined his people,Amos 3.3. they ſhall be like to himſelf, and they ſhall ſet forth his glory, and witneſſe the coming of Chriſt in them, having felt the power of his death, and the vertue of his reſur­rection, being changed out of the worlds nature into the perfect image of God, glorifying God, that they are paſt the condemnation, the war, the refining furnace, the ſlaughter, the enmity, the undoing the ſtrong man, and the taking away of his goods: rejoycing, that they have been baptized with the Baptiſm of fire, being aſſured of their union and communion with God, the life of God dwelling and abiding with them; that there is begun in them an eternall and everlaſting peace, which ſhall have no end; here is comfort, that they are paſt from death to life; death being overcome, ſhall have no more domini­on over them: Bleſſed and happy are they that have their part in the firſt reſurrection,Rev. 20. for over them the ſecond death hath no power.
A ſad thing it is, being well weighed, to ſee England in ſuch a poſture, a great, goodly, gilded profeſſion, but a miſerable, a deſperate, and wretched practice, exerciſe, and execution in that profeſſion: it is plain by the words of Chriſt; If you are not in the Vine, you are not of him; except you be in Chriſt, you are reprobates:John 15. we love the form, the beauty, and goodlineſſe of religion, but do hate the power, the life, and the croſſe, that true religi­on [Page] doth preſent. Salomons advice is, Buy the truth, and ſell it not; truth muſt be bought, it muſt be purchaſed, it is not to be had by one dayes going in a week to hear, ſpending that day chiefly in decking and adorning the body, in feaſting or high feeding, in idle and vain diſ­courſings, and proud walkings, and think all is well, and that we are good Chriſtians, becauſe we can talk of Chriſt having not found the true doctrine, being hid from us in a myſtery; ſo that our knowledge, without the my­ſtery, becomes a ſnare, a bar, to keep us from the life and light of God, being proud, thinking thou art ſomething, when thou art nothing.Gal. 6. Get out of thy ſelf into ſingle-hearted humility, deny the glory and ſame of thine own wit, wiſdom and underſtanding, which is ſprung up in thee from that evil ſeed, & is become that droſſe in thee, that hath defiled and corrupted the good metall: ſo ſhalt thou finde the Lord, and he will teach thee, and inſtruct thee,Pſal. 16.7. Pſal. 45. he it is that will give thee counſell, without which thou art Antichriſt, and of the Whore, let thy profeſſion be never ſo ſhining, for the Kings daughter is all glori­ous within.
Try and examine thy ſelf, O England, whether thou doſt obey the Lord thy God, whether thou doſt love him with all thy heart, with all thy minde, with all thy ſoul, with all thy ſtrength, thou haſt been catechized un­to this,Pſal. 81.8. but where is the exerciſe of it? Hadſt not thou need to learn it again of the Lord, hear what God ſaith of Iſrael, If they would have hearkened unto him, and not have any other gods, what bleſſings would he have brought upon them, &c? The like might the Lord ſay of England, See and behold thy gods of ſilver, of gold, of high places, lands, livings, friends, trade, and the like. Are not thy teachers, thy gods whom thou ſerveſt and prai­ſeſt? Doſt not thou idolize them for their parts of wit, art, humane learning and invention, ſpeaking things a­greeable to thy palate, and doſt deſpiſe, reject, and refuſe the inward teachings of God, being thereunto wilfully blinded: Why doſt thou take the Covenant in thy [Page] mouth, ſeeing thou hateſt to be reformed?Pſal. 50.20. Eſa. 1. 1 Cor. 4.5. Mat. 10.26. Or why ſhouldeſt thou think, that God is as thou art? conſider this ye that forget God, he will reprove you by his crea­tures, the Ox, and the Aſſe, and other creatures, by his judgements, and by thine own conſcience: Forſake therefore thine hypocriſie, and leave off thy lip-labour, go from the falſhood, dwell no longer in Babylon, nei­ther delight thy ſelf in the abominations of the Whore; for her fleſh ſhall be burnt, and happy are they that have attained to this in particular, and who are by the teach­ings of God made like to himſelf; he that is built on the Rock need not fear undermining.
Tremble all you that live in blindneſſe and ignorance, that ſee not the myſtery of God manifeſted among men, God in union with man being new created, cleanſed, purged, purified, and refined. Will you ſtill continue as young children, to be bound up, and ſwadled in ſwad­ling clouts: Time was when the Church was in its in­fancie, that it was needfull, that it ſhould be bound and limited with ordinances, and fed with a little at a time being chewed by the Paſtour, which uſed Catechiſticall forms, having then no other attainments: which ſalting, kept the Church from a farther declenſion or putrefacti­on, being introducible to a further and more cleare de­monſtration, which now is lifted up and held forth, namely, the accompliſhment of the promiſes, whereby we do not only enjoy by faith the benefit of Gods good­neſſe, mercy and love, as diſ-joyned, but his preſence and abiding with us. Are you not glad to hear of the beginnings, of that which your forefathers did long to ſee? are you content with the rudiments and traditions of men, and forſake the inward teachings of God? Take heed you do not turn the grace of God into wanton­neſſe, and conſult with the arm of fleſh, and be found fighters againſt God and his pure truth, accounting the times of darkneſſe to be better then the taking up the Croſſe, by embracing and obeying the pure light, with­out [Page] which you ſhall never ſee light, nor enjoy the Crown.
Much might be ſaid concerning the times, and of the people that are in controverſie in theſe our dayes, the one would have this way, the other that way, every one ſeeking to be maſter over others their words and acti­ons, yea of their ſpirits too, contemning one another, and contending one with another, inſomuch that Eng­land is become (as it were) a Chaos of confuſion, and a nurſery of Sects and Orders, ſome binding up the ſpirit of Chriſt to the forms and orders of diſputation, ſetting fooliſh reaſon to be the Maſter, or Judge, in things con­cerning the kingdom of Chriſt, giving out the meaning of the ſpirit of God without inward teſtimony, pervert­ing the holy Scriptures to their own deſtruction; and o­thers, in ſeverall various wayes, broaching new do­ctrines, not conſiſtent with the minde of God, inſo­much, that brotherly love hath been much impaired, di­viſions increaſed, and many revolted, and rebell in their mindes, againſt the Law and love of God: Some ſtand much upon the ordinances and divine orders in ſtone-houſes called Churches, that their devout duties of lip-labour and preaching, wherein is counterfeited ſome­what of Chriſt, is the onely way to life, calling themſelves the true Church; and their Teachers true Apoſtles. O­thers ſpend rheir time in diſputing, contending, and brawling about ſects, idolatries, opinions, and judge­ments, ſo that one party doth condemn and ſentence another, ſo that the ears and hearts of the Auditours are much infected with gall and bitterneſſe, wilfully oppo­ſing one another, crying down that for diabolicall, that is not their own judgement; whence proceedeth very dangerous effects of daily and moſt deadly provocations, through a ſecret inward pride of minde, working by en­vie and malice, generated and bred in that gall, exerciſing and urging one another by evil entreating, by which it doth appear,1 Joh. 2.18. that there are many Antichriſts in the [Page] world, one perſecuting and ſpeaking evil of another, Ephraim againſt Manaſſes, and Manaſſes againſt Ephraim, and both againſt Judah.
Theſe contentions among us do perfectly declare, that the war ſpoken of is begun,Rev. 12.7. betwixt Michael and the Dragon: they that have received the unction,1 Joh. 2.20. Saint John ſpeaketh of, they know all things, they need not be taught of men, but they ſpeak of it, and that great tribu­lation ſhall be, ſuch as was not from the beginning, all to bring to paſſe the promiſed thing. It is much that the Devil, the great red Dragon, ſhould make Heaven his place to war in; ſo it is, he is now warring againſt Michael in Heaven, that is, in religion, in and among the Profeſſors therof; but the comfort is, he ſhall not prevail, although his angels make ſport and recreation to fulfill the anger of God, being the very fire of God, and his bellowes alſo to blow up the fire; they do onely his will, in purging away the droſſe of his people, by their moſt fiery contentions, brawlings, revilings,Zach. 8.10. Iſa. 66.5. and perſe­cutions, as if it were the very zeal of the Lords glory. The people of God knowing that the Lord will purge and refine them, do willingly yeeld themſelves thereun­to to be tried and purified, ſo that the cruell and wicked practices of the one, is the means of purging out the de­filements of the other, being ſet in oppoſition, through the wiſdom of our moſt holy God.
Comfort thy ſelf, O Chriſtian, thy God will purge thee through the fiery contentions that is among true Beleevers and hypocrites; the fire is kindled,Jer. 6.28. and the bellows do blow, thy droſſe ſhall be clean purged out, and thou ſhalt be as the ſilver and gold, for the Lord hath enough, and he will fill thee out of his own fulneſſe: Read the thirteenth of Zachariah and the three laſt ver­ſes, God ſaith there of the ſmall number of his people,Zach. 13.7, 8. 9 that after he hath refined them, then he wil be their God, and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God: where no droſſe is to purge out, there God will not caſt into the fire, but [Page] he will there dwell, and abide for ever; thou ſhalt never need to mourn for the want of a Miniſter, for God will be thy Miniſter, and he will miniſter light and peace un­to thee; the Sun ſhall ſhine ſeven times brighter than at noon, for the Lord himſelf will be thy light.
When Almighty God hath melted his people, and burnt up their droſſe, and utterly conſumed it, then ſhall they come to be in union with him, living and abiding with him for ever. This is that new Jeruſalem that John ſaw, that came down from God out of Heaven, wherein there is no temple nor ordinance, being there is no need. In the time of the Apoſtacie, after the Apoſtles dayes, which yet remains (although wounded) then there was a need of Paſtours and Teachers, as the onely means of diſtributing light to the world, like unto the light of the Moon, alwayes changing, ſomtimes Popery, ſomtimes Epiſcopacie, ſometimes Presbytery, Independent, and Baptized. So that God was alwayes well pleaſed, to make ſome cloudy diſcoveries of himſelf, by the mini­ſtery of men. But the day of the Lord being now dawn­ed, Chriſt who is our light ſhall appear again, and the power of Antichriſt, which waxed ſo great, ſhall be clean taken away, and the rent that was made, ſhall be made whole: God will cement his people to himſelf, and he will be their light and defence.Pſal. 83. ult. And this is Babylons plague, yea, the vexation of the grand Profeſſours that are now full, and will not obey the true light, but do perſecute it, calling it the new light, or new lights, being blinde to the diſcoveries that God hath made to his people of the Whore, and of her deſtruction, and of the pureſt fleſh, and the glory thereof, which muſt be burnt, that God may be all in all in his people, and never be any more forms.
Reſt not then, oh thou doubting ſoul, untill thou haſt found the Lord,Cant. 3. as the Church in the Canticles, he it is that gives light and life, he is our peace, he ſhall be thy Miniſter, and thy Church, and the houſe thou liveſt in, [Page] for the Temple of Chriſt is within you, and thou ſhalt hear Chriſt teach within thee, incline therefore thine heart to the temple within, caſt away all thine abomi­nations, and bring thy will to the Father, regard not the glory and vanity of the world, but humble thy ſelf un­der his mighty hand, and know that there is no time to be when the holy Spirit of God, will force it ſelf into the will of the hardened. But thou muſt bring thy will into the holy Spirit, and then ſhalt thou hear it, teaching thee by another way and means than formerly thou haſt waited in; for moſt certain it is, that the change is now begun, and God will finiſh that long expected and wait­ed for,Pſal. 45.6, 7. even his own preſence and fellowſhip with the Saints; prize thy dignity, and give praiſes, yea, eternall praiſes to the Lord of glory, that ſheweth himſelf unto thee, in the fellowſhip of ſufferings. Oh the height, the depth, the breadth, and length of the love of God, that doth inveſt poor worms into ſuch glory, that neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear hath heard, neither can enter into the heart of man, to conceive the riches of that glory!
Now ſeeing that there muſt be ſuch a fiery change, as is ſpoken of, which through the great mercy of God doth free us from wrath to come; What manner of perſons ought we to be, now in the body of fleſh? We ought to attend and wait on the inward calling of God, and to o­bey the light that ſhineth into our mindes, living accord­ing to our meaſure, exerciſing our ſelves in all godlike converſation, redeeming the time, becauſe the dayes are evill, ſhaking off the things that cleave ſo cloſe to us, even our luſts, cruſh the Serpent in the head, kill the Cockatrice in the ſhell, wait upon God with weeping, faſting, and mourning, praying, and ever praying, that the Kingdom of Chriſt may be enlarged that the wicked­neſſe of the world may be abated, and the droſſe among his people utterly conſumed & that the Nations that yet know not the Lord, may be inſightened and inſtructed to know him, glorifying God the Father, that he hath [Page] been ſo gracious, ſo long ſuffering, ſo mercifull, and ſo patient, in bearing with ſuch a wicked and hypocriticall a generation as we are.
You that are enemies to the pure truth now declared, and deſpiſers of the light of Jeſus made manifeſt, and do live in contention for the upholding of the outward pro­feſſion, being blinde to the inward and inviſible power that ſhould rule within: Learn to know that there are but two wayes, the broad way, and the narrow way; the one a way of death, the other of life, the one with­out God in the world, the other God with us, living and abiding with us; the one way directeth and leadeth to God, as a mercifull Father and all-ſufficient Redeem­er; the other way directeth and leadeth to God, as a terrible Judge, and Avenger, knowing this: Be you led by the light that ſhineth in you, the light of Chriſt, to the narrow way, to the ſtrait gate, thorow which you cannot enter, untill you are new born, new creatures, new moulded, new melted, which cannot be with the taking of the eaſe, pleaſure, and profits of the world, li­ving in an externall, profeſſed, and viſible way of out­ward obſervances, but it muſt be by the inward breaking, bruizing, and killing of that ſerpentine life, will, and wiſdom of the carnall man; Either you muſt fall on the ſtone and be broken,Luke 10.18. or elſe it will fall upon you, and it will grinde you to powder; there is no middle way to life, ſalvation and happineſſe: Either you muſt yeeld, bow, ſubmit, and embrace Chriſt upon terms of loſſe, and death to the carnall; or elſe you cannot have Chriſt at all, keeping the carnall minde, although never ſo much covered and gilded.
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is neer, get oil into your lamps, now there is an opportunity of having of it; come to the wedding now the dinner is ready, make no worldly, or fleſh-plea­ſurable excuſes; get among the people of God into his Sanctuary, ſtand not gazing about, expecting happineſſe [Page] without you, by other ways and means, than by the death of ſin within you, and a reſurrection from that death of ſin, to a life of God within you, for there are none ſaved by the report of Chriſts dying at Jeruſalem, and of his reſurrection and aſcenſion into Heaven, but by the ver­tue and efficacie of it within them, finding the powers of ſin and darkneſſe, by his death, to be utterly vanquiſh­ed within, and a new creation, a new life within.
Examine your ſelves, and ſee whether you are yet ſtill as you were born, and brought forth into the world, whe­ther there be the ſame terrene thoughts, & affections,2 Cor. 13.5. and actions, the ſame will, and wiſdom, whether the old man be dead or no, Thou maiſt by the light of Chriſt, keep court within thine own ſelf, thou mayeſt Apprehend, Ar­raign, Try, Judge, and Condemn thy ſelf, that thou may­eſt be freed from the judgments of the Lord: what is done by the light within thee, is of and from the Lord, and the judgement is his which paſſeth,1 Cor. 11,  [...]1. and delivereth thee from wrath: Wilt thou then be tried in this court, what thou art, & what thou doſt deſerve, thou ſhalt cry out, what have I done, what am I become, and what ſhal I do? Thou ſhalt ſee thou haſt offended, a moſt gracious, a moſt mercifull, and a long ſuffring God, That thou art a filthy, a polluted, defiled, and a diſobedient wretch, and knoweſt not what to do, running up and down, in diſquietneſſe of minde, not finding any comfort at all, in any creature: but wait in patience, the Lord is nigh, when thou thinkeſt, he is far­theſt off, in thine own apprehenſion, then is he neereſt,Pſa. 34.18. & 145.18. Luke 21.18. yea, to them that are afflicted in ſpirit he will come in and be thy peace, after thou haſt had a conflict in thy ſelf, and haſt made war aginaſt thy ſelf.
If thou doſt examine thy ſelf, thou ſhalt finde what thou art, better then an another can tell thee, whether thou haſt obſerved the checks of thy conſcience, where­fore thou didſt reſtrain from committing ſin, at any time, whether for the love of God, or for fear of outward diſ­grace, diſcredit, or repute among men, what thy end is, [Page] in all thy actions, whether thou art offended with thy ſelf, after ſin committed, whether thou doſt cover or hide any ſin, or defection in thy ſelf, or whether thou doſt let looſe the rains of thy affections to all impiety, not caring to be changed, but in the outward Garbe; only Civilized with­out, the powers of darkneſſe raigning and ruling within, thy deſires after carnall treaſures, thy confidence on that, that fadeth, thy felicity and joy in the proſperity of the world. When thou haſt found what thou art, and that thou art not willing to unvail, ſtrip, and lay thy ſelf open, before thy maker, hear then thy doom, thou ſhalt be caſt into ut­ter darkneſſe, for thou haſt not obeyed the light of Jeſus within thee and darkneſſe will for ever overſhadow thee, that thou ſhalt not ſee thy ſelf, but in a condition of peace, gotten by outward obſervances of reading, hearing, pray­ing diſcourſing, diſputing, and talking of Heaven, not knowing, what it is, ſo that notwithſtanding, all things that ſeemeth to be of God, and in power is not, thou art in death, and art a ſtranger to the life of Jeſus. Conſider this, ye that ſmother, dimme, and put out the light in you, and will not be guided by it, to walk up, to the ever­laſting light; for the time will come, that there will be no remedy, the gates will be ſhut and cannot be o­pened.
Awake therfore thou that ſleepeſt, ſtand up, & Chriſt ſhal give thee light,Jer. 50.5. defer no time, make no delay, but ask the way to Sion, with thy face thitherwards, get out of Babel, the place of confuſion, waite onely on the teachings of God, be renewed in the ſpirit of thy minde, exerciſe thy ſelf, in all low and humble matters, lean not to thine own underſtanding, be meek to all men, render good for evill, deſpiſe not propheſying, quench not the ſpirit, pray conti­nually, that the Lord would give thee an underſtanding heart and inlightened minde, to abhor the Whore, with all her gay glitterings, and ſmiling inticements to alie­nate from the true enjoyments.
Now to conclude, let England in generall, and every [Page] man in perticular, learn, what to do, Remember thy Cre­atour, in the dayes of thy youth,Eccleſ. 12.1. before the evill dayes commeth, while liberty, ſtrength, peace, and opportunity is: imbrace that, that cuſtomary, and ſtiffe old age cannot embrace, let no man marvell when he heareth, that the church is impure, or that being a member of the church, he is in controverſie with other members, for ſo it is, we are under the changing and overturning arm of God, and we muſt daſh one againſt the other,Rev. 12.1. untill the time come that we ſhal know the Lord, and ſhal be clothed with the Sun, having the Moon under our feet, all theſe ſublunary me­talls, and things before mentioned, ſhall ly beneath our affections, being not worthy of them, although much of Gods glory is ſeen in them, there lies in them the tempter, and ſubtill enemy; that it is a hard matter to eſcape, by the uſe of them or any terrene things, from the defilement and corruption.
Be therefore lifted up, oh thou dejected ſoul, that wait­eſt on the Lord, Thy God O Iſrael raigneth in Sion.Pſa. 39.1. Do waters, and the overflowing floods trouble thee? God will come with his fire, and dry up all thoſe waters and floods: thou thoughteſt that thou didſt well, to be waſhed and cleered by water, being an element of refreſhing; But thou ſhalt now underſtand from the Lord,Mat. 23.25, 26. that the ele­ment of fire, is the moſt excellent to purg & refine thee; the element of water hath had its uſe, and its time, which did very well clean the outſide of the veſſell, but it is the fire, that purifies the inward body of the metall whereof the veſſell is made, wherein corruption lieth, and water can­not waſh, ſcour, rinſe or purge it out; It is fire that will conſume all thy tin, & baſe metal within thee, or amongſt thy Silver; the ſeeing of thy God, to be ſuch a conſuming fire within thee, is the greateſt matter that can be for thee to lift the head, and rejoyce: When the brook in the way, is drunk up, it will be otherwiſe with thee,Pſal. 110.7. then when thou waſt in the watery element, for then thy Chriſtianity was in ſhew, and Chriſtleſſe in power within, [Page] in profeſſion: then the beleeving, the report of a Saviour dying for thee, was faith; but now the entertaining, the receiving in, and poſſeſſion of Chriſt within, hath made thee faithfull, and faithfulneſſe to appear within thee.
O ye deſpiſers, tremble before the Lord, and quake, O ye mockers, for the day of the Lord is come, in which he will not onely ſearch Jeruſalem with candles but he will change Jeruſalem by fire: what can you expect, that when the great and dreadfull God who is holy and cannot en­dure uncleaneſſe, and droſſe to be among his people, but will conſume it, by the fire of his anger, but to be utter­ly conſumed, as theſe ſublunary metalls: you can have no other end, for the Silver and the Gold, the pure me­tals, you ever hated, and made no reckoning of, but reſted, and truſted, in the ſhinings of your own baſe me­tals, not regarding to know God, and therefore, God will give you up to a reprobate minde,Rom. 1.28. let ſeaſonable advice take hold on you: What ever you do, or ſuffer, get Gold; buy Truth, dig deep for Silver; and let not all the metalls beneath theſe metalls, gain thy heart, let them have what luſter, gilding, or ſhining ſoever, they will deceive thee.Jona. 3.8. They that truſt, in lying vanities, forſake their own mercy.
What will become of our Nation, if it ſhould neglect ſo great ſalvation; is there not a deluge of pride, hypocriſie, idolatry, covetouſneſſe, and murmuring, now? God would be mercifull to us, if we would but reſigne our ſelves up to him, but we are proud and exalted in the fleſhly wiſ­dome, being blinde, thinking our ſelves in an excellent good condition, giving our ſelves up to the luſts of our own hearts, not caring to ſee the viſions of God in the inward and internall way; and ſo periſh, through our own carnall underſtandings, in an outward profeſſion.
Let us be humbled, under the mighty hand of God, who will exalt us, the humble he will teach, and thoſe that dread and fear him, he will reveal his ſecrets unto, [Page] what greater bleſſedneſſe, can be to any of the ſons of men, then this, to be his ſchollers,Pro. 29.18. and to know his will.
The teachers of the world are corrupted,Pſal. 25.9, 14. and need to be taught themſelves; for it appeareth, they are not as the Apoſtles were in the primitive time, but alienated from their practice, having not the inlivening power within them, of the ſpirit: whence it comes to paſſe, that living and ſpeaking according to the letter, they are by an Arti­fice of Satan, ſtrengthened by the outward profeſſion to oppoſe ſtrongly, from their forme, the inward and true ſpirituall worſhiper; and ſo Antichriſt comes, to be taken for Chriſt, and Chriſt for Antichriſt. As the Scriptures are, ſuch are the Miniſters of it: the letter ſerveth as a ſhel­ter or an hiding place for Antichriſt, to lurke and ſave himſelf in, where now he is ſtriving for ſuperiority, as the Phariſees did in the time of Chriſt, againſt whom he did chiefly ſpeak, but the Spirit is of that pure, ſimple, indi­viduall, and virgin like, holy quality, proceeding from the Father of light, that it needeth not to be urged, either by letter or word, being given up wholly to the inviſible and internall enjoyment of the life of God, which by his in­ſpiration, the letter was firſt monumented: to enioy the letter, without the ſpirit, is to enjoy the picture, and not the perſon. Chriſt ſaith, you thinke to have eternall life, in the Scriptures: No, you cannot, they teſtifie of me,John. 5.39. that giveth life to all, that do beleeve: His miniſtration, is a miniſtration of reconciliation, to ſalvation, and we are to look after no other, although there may be excellent pre­tences.
Should the men of the world ſtudy but half ſo much, for their eternall welfare, as they do for their temporall, they could not but give ſtrong reaſons, and gain ſtrong reſolu­tions, againſt their own practices: to be in Iſrael, and not an Iſraelite; to be of the viſible Church, and to have no inviſible light and truth; this is worth nothing: to talk of grace with the mouth, and have none in the heart, to ſay [Page] they know, and do not, there ſin remaineth: Stirre up thy ſelf,Joh. 9.14. O worldling, ly not ſtill, conſider what thou art, and wherefore thou waſt created:1 Joh. 3.20. let not the naturall light that is within, condemn thee to perdition, and make no further uſe of any thing wherein others meet with the Lord their God, then that thou mighteſt ſo really and tru­ly meet him alſo: Let not the outward performances of duties,Eccles. 5.7. Job 34.19. Pſal. 113.7. ſerve thine own will, to the increaſe of worldly gain, or preferment, but ſerve God with a pure minde, and heart-performance, which he onely accepteth of.
Let the poor, and mean, Yea the ſervants of men, en­deavour cheifly that the Lord may be their portion: the ſin of murmuring is, as among all people, ſo eſpecially among people of low degree; they murmure becauſe God hath not given them, ſuch a portion of the world, as o­others, becauſe they are impotent, or that they are under the cōmand of others: many waies is there a murmuring againſt God; learn patience, and know that the very worſt eſtate, that can be, is beyond thy deſert, and that thy Ma­ker will do with his own, as He pleaſeth. Happy art thou if thou findeſt within thy ſelf the God of love and in­finite mercy, anyway to appear: if in that thou haſt received thou haſt ſeen a hand directing it to thee, though it be bit­ter, take it from the Lord, as a token of his infinite love; rejoyce in thy low condition, the Lords eye is over thee, and will nevertheleſſe judge thine oppreſſour, he hath a regard to the poor, he will defend them, he wil bring them them out of the duſt, and ſet them among Princes: all that wait upon the Lord, ſhall ſee his goodneſſe, in the Land of the Living. Let all therefore ſay, that have not to their deſire in outward appearance of Gods favour, Verily thou O God hideſt thy ſelf, O God thou Saviour of Iſrael.
Laſtly, whatever thou art, that doſt draw neer to God in any outward performance, meditate with thy ſelf to what end thou doſt it, and be more neer to hear than to offer the ſacrifice of fools;Eccleſ. 4.17,  [...], 1. neither be raſh with thy mouth to utter a thing before God, for he is in Heaven, [Page] and thou art on earth; therefore let thy words be few.Eccleſ. 4.17.5.1. Lamentable it is to ſee, how ſinfully men preſent them­ſelves before the Lord in Congregations, petitioning for that their hearts are not affected with, and promiſing that they have no intent to perform. Conſider in your mindes: would a mortall man be ſo ſerved, that is in ſome regall authority, and do you think the great God can bear it? No, if this be your reſolved practice, he will caſt you into utter darkneſſe, that doth thus counterfeit and diſſemble with him, who ſeeth the heart; you ſhall never have the light of his countenance here, nor that Heaven which you care little for, hereafter. Behold, the day of the Lord is very neer at hand, and he cometh as a thief in the night:Revel. 3.2. Who may abide the day of his com­ing? And who ſhall endure when he appeareth?Mal. 3.2. 1 Theſſ. 5.6. for he is like a purging fire, and like Fullers ſope. Watch there­fore, Luke 12.33. to the 41. (read it in the Spirit, that being fore-warned, you may be fore-armed.) Fi­nally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things pertain to love,Phil. 4.8. what­ſoever things are of good report, if there be any vertue, or if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things, which you have both learned, and received, and heard, and ſeen in Paul, or in any of the Saints of God; thoſe things do, and the God of peace ſhall be with you.
FINIS.
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The Fiery Change: OR, ALMIGHTY GOD, His Melting and Refining of his people, purging out their droſſe and droſſy Metals, making them like unto Himſelf and to his Son who is the pure Word.
Wherein is diſcovered, by the compariſon of Metals, how the viſible Church is corrupted, conſiſting of men of all degrees and conditions and how God hath begun to Refine them:
Which have paſt in the world a long time for good Metal: But now is diſcovering by fire.
By Robert Read.
When the Lord ſhall purge the blood of Jeruſalem out of the midſt thereof by the Spirit of Judgement and the Spirit of Burning. Iſaiah 4.4.
 Every mans work ſhall be made manifeſt: for the day ſhall de­clare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by the fire, and the fire ſhall try every mans work, of what ſort it is. 1 Cor. 3.13.
 For even Our God is a conſuming fire. Heb. 12.29.
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To the right Chriſtian Reader.
[Page]
MAny writings have been of late, in theſe diſtempered times, printed & publiſh­ed; which have proceeded, from the ſeveral authors deſires, to have all men to agree unto them, which have, like as ſtreams of water, run to and fro theſe Nations: Had they come from the pure foun­tain, there would not have been ſuch difference; but iſſuing from the dirty, miry, and dreggy puddles of art, wit, & humane invention, together with corrupt learning, and imagination, wherein hath been ſeen much Pride, Paſſion, Avarice, Ambition, Novel­ty, and ſelf conceit, it cannot be otherwiſe, but that inſtead of being medicinall, as the pure word is, thoſe writings have proved to be killing, and de­ſtructive. True it is, where prevaricate and prejudiciall complaints are made, out of the carnall and ſiniſter ends of vain men, there can be no remedy, or relief to their ſatisfaction: But where complaints are, from juſt diſcoveries of God, there is a power goes along, to remedy that that is is complained of: Some would have the whole Orbe guided after one manner, ſome after an other man­ner, each man ſeeking chiefly his own honour, intereſt and profit, and what is corruptly ſeen by them to be good, that they deſire to be done; and conclude all to be evil that ſeemeth againſt their Tenents. Whence it comes to paſſe, that they revile, and per­ſecute that truth; and that good thing, they ſee not, which others purely ſee, and do declare: dealing with many as Balaam did with his Aſſe, beating him [Page] becauſe he ſtopt, and would not carry him along the way where he was going, contrary to the Word of God; the Aſſe ſaw an Angel, with his ſword drawn, but Balaam ſaw not the Angel. It is even ſo, that many who are accounted Aſſes, & Idi­ots ſee, (the Lord makes them ſee and complain a­gainſt) that, that many wiſe, and learned men of the world do not ſee; for the wiſdom of the world can­not ſee nor know God: they ſee no Babylon, but what is againſt their jugdement: no Antichriſt, but that of Rome: no Whore, but what keeps not correſpondency with the viſible Church: no Beaſt but onely the poor, profane, and breaker of the Civill Law. They ſee not the impure purity, the diſſembled Chriſtianity, the unſavory Salt, the covnterfet Diamond, the droſſy ſilver: But think that the late bruſtring of their own Garments, to be the Garment of Chriſt, the new guilding of their baſe mettle, to be very gold; that they are ſufficiently changed, becauſe Baptized, and Civilized; that they know the Lord, if they can tell the report that they have heard of him: and know themſelves, if they can ſay, they are ſinners. Here Antichriſt, in the myſtery, exalt­eth himſelf againſt Chriſt, in the myſtery, and perſe­cuteth him; laying ſtumbling blocks before the peo­ple of God, loving the wages of unrighteouſneſſe, more then the hidden treaſure: The conſideration of this, hath, together with the great fire that is kind­led by providence, ſet more pens to work: for they that bear good will to Sion, cannot for its ſake, hold their peace, but muſt declare, the things that they have heard and ſeen, and what will ſhortly be: Even the fall of Babylon, and the deſtruction of [Page] the great Whore, which hath been ſpoken of by the Prophets, by riddles, and compariſons, ſo twiſted that the Clergy could not undoe: as alſo the new Jeruſalem coming down from God out of heaven, Chriſts finall conqueſt and exaltation, over ſin, death and hell, the Saints ſpiritually and moſt purely refined, purified and ſublimed, from ſinfull and car­nall forms, and will-worſhip: Were it not, that that impurity lodgeth with purity, and Antichriſt found to be in the ſeat of Chriſt, there would not have been ſuch a fiery contention, but when curing compoſitions are found to be deſtroying potions, if veſſels of truth, and ſimplicity, are changed to lies, and formality, what lamentation may be taken up, that our guides and our counſellours are fallen, in their wiſdom, Surely the Lord is departed from his people.
But thanks be to God, there is a ſtill, and a ſoft voice, that rendeth the Mountains, ſhakes the Rocks, divideth the waters, and expelleth darkneſſe apace, that true Religion, and Righteouſneſſe, that the ene­mies thereof, (or rather the ſeeming friends of it) would extinguiſh and bury, now beginneth to get rooting, and to grow from dry Bones, to an exceed­ing great Army.
Should any one then be ſilent, whom the Lord biddeth to ſpeak, waiting on the Learned, the Aged, and the Honourable men to ſpeak, fearing the revilings of the Diſputer, and Oppoſer: No, al­though he be the leaſt, and the worſt of his Fathers houſe, being thereunto appointed and enabled, he muſt do his duty, knowing that the Lord is riſen and doth great things, by ſmall and contemptible [Page] meanes, and that out of the mouthes of babes and ſucklings, he ordaineth ſtrength.
Upon this account, was the enſuing matter pre­ſented to me, by that Imperiall hand, which ſwaieth all, having no power to wave the medling with this ſubject, that tendeth to the diſcoveries of a pure trim'd Whore, which gloriouſly glittereth, like the Sun, that ſpeaketh ſo much of righteouſneſſe, and integrity, that none, without high preſumption and very great affront, dareth to queſtion, eſpecially without a learned tongue, and a gilded pen.
What here is ſpoken, is not to flatter any, nei­ther is it unjuſtly to cenſure, but to adviſe from the Lord, the painted face to briniſh teares & ſad cheeks; the eleoquent and Oratory tongue, to ſilence in the glory of the fleſh; the raking and greedy hand, to Charity, Liberality, and Sobriety, the impotent and lame feet, to walk according to their ſtage, and ſtrength; yea, and the whole man, to his purging, and refining change. Perhaps ſome may ask whe­ther this fiery Change ſhal be before the final Con­ſumption of the whole world (having been taught that it is not till then.) Moſt certain, it is before: Have you heard and ſeen the late inventions, that men have had, in all nations by fire, (preſaging that God may by fire do more ſtrange things): the one of guns, and, that great ſlaughters, ſuddain batteries, ſpeedy victories, and mighty conqueſts, have been made by them, both by Land, and Sea: the other of Tobacco, accounted to be as vitall, to the ſupport of the naturall life of man, ſeeming to overpoiſe bread, in the traffick of it; which inventions our forefa­thers, never heard of; Hath man found out theſe [Page] fiery wayes, the one for deſtruction, and the other for preſervation? and cannot the great God, finde out wayes by fire, the one to conſume his ene­mies, Antichriſt, the Whore, and the beaſt; and the other to burne, and conſume the droſſe, out of his Church, that they may be preſerved (being by it made fit Temples) to eternall life? Tophet is ordained for the King; for that, that doth exalt, in the Church, or in any particular minde, againſt God: He will ſlay thoſe, that will not he ſhould reign over them, and he will melt his own peo­ple, that they may be rid of all their droſſe, he will conſume their fleſh, that he may be ever with them, in Spirit.
Reader, the Lord hath manifeſted to me, that there is nothing more, that he will make war againſt, than againſt the impure Saints, the droſſy Silver, the bad coin that hath, filius Dei, on the outſide, and droſſe within.
Would the Church viſible of England, did but ſee, how they are cheated? a little light varniſh ſilvering or gilt without is nothing, to the maſſey body of Braſſe, Tinn, Iron, and Lead within, which God will melt and take away: He com­plaineth, and he will redreſſe; his people ſhall not be his, onely in name, but as he is himſelf, Gold: and, as Chriſt the Word is Silver: What God hath accquainted me with, I am to acquaint, as many as love the Lord Jeſus. Read it in the Spirit.
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