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To the Parliament, the Army, and all the Wel-affected in the Nati­on, who have been faithful to the Good Old Cauſe.
[Page]
THat there hath been a back-ſliding and turning aſide from the GOOD OLD CAUSE, even by the Army (who formerly were glorious Inſtruments in the hand of God) hath been lately confeſſed, and that they have cauſe, and deſire to take ſhame to themſelves.
Now that they may ſee the cauſe of ſhame that lies upon them, and may abaſe themſelves in the ſight of God, and before all the World, it behooves them to ſearch narrowly into their back-ſlidings, and conſider the fruits there­of, that they may be truly humbled, and turned from that Spirit which led them aſide, leſt any of them take advantage to make a feigned Confeſſion for their own ends, and fall afreſh to ſeek themſelves; and their own Intereſts, and not the God Old Cauſe ſingly, and nakedly, as in the ſight of the Lord.
Many bad fruits have grown from this Corrupt Spirit, and the cor­rupt courſe it hath run in theſe late years, which would be narrowly ſearched into, and conſidered of: Some few general ones I may mention.
1. The Name of God hath been blaſphemed in the ſight of the whole Earth, and that holy Spirit and Power (which many hearts can witneſs was the Beginner and Carrier on of this Work) made a ſcoff and deriſion to the Enemies of Truth in theſe Nations, and in the Nations round a­bout, who watched to ſee the iſſue and reſult of theſe things. The Con­troverſie was very great and eminent, and drew many eyes upon it, the Lord was Appealed to on both ſides to decide it; and many know, That by his Preſence and Power in the Army, the Scale was turned, (even when they were very low, and cryed out for Prayers, and made large Pro­miſes in the day of their Diſtreſs.) Yea, the Lo [...]d did not deſert the Army, but heard their Prayers, and the Prayers of his People for them, carrying on the Deliverance, until he had given a perfect Victory into their hands. But then the Army deſerted the Lord; and juſt like men that were ruled by the Spirit of the World, forgot the Lord, and his Cauſe and Intereſt, and their fellow companions in the hard Travel and Service, and ſet up them­ſelves, and their own Intereſt, making their General the greateſt, and their Officers great. Thus the Cauſe was betrayed, the meaſure of it loſt, a Private, Particular, Selfiſh, Earthly, Corrupt Intereſt ſet up, and men [Page]countenanced and advanced, not according to their Fidelity to the Good Old Cauſe, but according to their complyance with this new ſelfiſh Intereſt.
2. The great work of God, both in theſe Nations, and in the World, hath hereby been turned backward. In theſe Nations, that Spirit which be­gan this Work (when at any time it hath appeared in ſimplicity and ſingle­neſs for the proſecution of it) hath been ſnibbed; what was built up for­merly, thrown down; and that which was thrown down, now again built up; ſo that the Face of the Nation was changed, and unrighteous ones came into place and power, and the innocent and upright (thoſe that feared God, and could not ſeek themſelves, or the pleaſing of men▪) have been oppreſſed and cruſhed. And if the work was thus ſtopt in theſe Nations, its advan­tage of ſpreading further muſt needs be interrupted. God had raiſed up a Power againſt Oppreſſion, in which he eminently appeared, even to the dread of the Nations round about: and how far this Power ſhould have gone on in his work, by the Leadings of his Spirit, had they waited in his Council, kept to their Leader, and not turned aſide to another Spirit, and to other Ends and Intereſts, who can tell?
3. Great and Vaſt Treaſures have been expended, for the maintaining of you in greatneſs in your black-ſlidings, and the poor have groaned to bear the burthen: and while ye have grown thus high, extravagant, and exceffive, many (who remained faithful) have wanted even that which was their due, and have undergone great hardſhips thereby.
4. The Account of all the Blood which hath been ſhed lies ſomwhere. Was it for a thing of Nought? Was in of no Value? Nay, It was preci­ous in the ſight of the Lord; many (yea very many) in the ſingleneſs and ſimplicity of their hearts loſing their lives for the Cauſe. And yet how ſoon had you forgot all this, caſting it, and the Cauſe behinde your backs, and ſetting up your ſelves! Thus have ye grieved that good Spirit, which never gave you Victory over your Enemies for this end, that h [...]s Name, and Cauſe, and Intereſt ſhould be forgotten, and yours grow great: but the Name of the Lord ſhould have been exalted by you, and ye ſhould have remained low and little, both in your own eyes, and in the eyes of others. But the Lord hath been Vailed by your Greatneſs, and that Vail lies upon him at this day: Read this in the true humility, and in the fear and dread of his great Name, who will be exalted over all, and whom no power or greatneſs on earth ſhall be able to hinder from ariſing. Remember theſe things, ô ye back-ſliding children, and be abaſed; that the Lord may forgive you, and may vouchſa [...]e yet once more to make uſe of you in his ſervice.
But I am jealous over you with a godly jealouſie, leſt ye ſhould confeſs, and turn back, not with an upright heart, but feignedly: and it ſo, then you will not lie flat in your ſpirits, either before the Lord, or before men, but will be keeping up the greatneſs ye have got in your back-ſlidings, and ſeeking your own intereſts, and ſelf-ends afreſh. There hath been often a naked, honeſt, ſimple, pure thing ſtirring in the Army, which the great ones (ſeeing ſome pre­ſent uſe of) fell in with, and improved for their own ends, but deſtroyed the thing it ſelf; ſo that it attained not to the bringing forth of that righteous liberty, and common good which it ſeemed to aim at (and did indeed aim [Page]at in thoſe in whom the ſtirring did ariſe) but was made uſe of as an advantage to advance them in their particular Intereſts againſt their E­nemies, and ſo ſet them up. Have ye ſeen this uſe made formerly of ſuch lively ſtirrings in ſome, and ſuch fair pretenſes in others after righteouſness, liberty, and the Common good? Take heed of it now. Let not the pure ſtirrings after good, be betrayed into the ſelfiſh luſts and intereſts of your own corrupt hearts. Do not fall ſo haſtily to the work of Reformation nor be not ſo forward to propoſe things for ſettlement; but wait to be purged from that back-ſliding ſprit (which ſticks cloſer to you and makes you unfitter for this ſervice then you are aware) that you may come into a capacity of deſiring the Common good, and of being faithful in the proſecution of it; and put off your greatneſs and ſwelling honours that ye have contracted in the time of your back-ſlidings, and come at leaſt into an equal ballance with them that remained faithful. Are ye humbled before the Lord for your backſlidings, and yet keep your corrupt ſtandings? Is this true humiliation? Is this taking of ſhame to your ſelves? Ah, do not force the Lord to deal with you! do not force the Lord to ſtrip you, and manifeſt your ſhame! If it be truly in your hearts, that the work of the Lord ſhould go on, let ſuch be picked out who have not back ſlidden, and let them carry it on; and ſtand ye by a while, till it be made manifeſt that your hearts are changed, and there be a Teſtimony given to the Nation, that you are truly humbled, and become men of other ſpirits: For while this ſpirit remains in you, ye will be ſecretly for your ſelves, and cannot poſſibly be cordial, either to the Lord, or to the Nation, in the work of Reformation; but while you ſeem to be ſetting your hands to it, your hearts will be erring from it, and your endeavours will be to obſtruct thoſe whoſe hearts are entire and faithful to it.
Now to the Parliament, let me ſay this, Ye have one day more by the good hand of God, by the great mercy of God, ye have one day more; (not for your righteouſneſs, not for your fitneſs for the work; but for the unrighteouſ­neſs of that power, which would not go on with the Lords work, but bring back again to Egypt, hath the hand of the Lord been ſtretched forth againſt them.) Be not ſl [...]thful, be not ſelfiſh, be not wiſe in the fleſh: but know that Wiſedom which is to be your Guide and Leader, and let it be your wiſedom to follow. A Providence hath brought you together; let the ſame Providence lead you. Be ſingle and honeſt to the Nation, and upright hearted toward God; and if any ſtraights come, be not haſty, but wait for the manifeſtati­on of his Council, for the unvailing of his Arm to protect you. Let not the Army be your confidence. Do not any one thing to pleaſe the Army; much Jeſs a corrupt intereſt of a part of the Army; but apply your ſelves to do that which is truly juſt and righteous in the ſight of God, of the Army, and of all men. The Lord hath as it were new Created you, and given you a new Be­ing; look up to him to preſerve you, and apply your ſelves faithfully to his work, without ſelf-ends and intereſts in your ſelves, and againſt all ſelf-ends and intereſts in others, leaving it to his power to ſtand by you and p [...]eſe [...]ve you therein; and do not joyn (through fear or favour) with that which is great and powerful, but with that which is ſingle and honeſt. Mind the ſtir­ring [Page]of that Spirit in the Army, and in the Nation, which revived the Good Old Cauſe; and cheriſh it, and cleave to it: Mind likewiſe the Apoſtatizing Spirit, which would colour over the Apoſtacy, and make it ſeem as little as they could, and frown upon it, though in perſons never ſo great. Ye are in the place of God; reſpect not perſons, but righteouſneſs, and ye ſhall have honour, even that honour which will ſtand, when the vain honour and titles which corrupt man aſpires after, whereby his heart is lifted up above his bre­thren (which the King of Iſraels was not to be) ſhall fall to the ground, do men what they can. Open your eyes (that eye in you which alone can ſee the power that hath wrought this change) there is the Arm of Fleſh, and the Arm of the Lord before you, chuſe which you will cleave to. The Lord hath a work to do, a great work, and he will not want Inſtruments. Ye have a time of tryal, whether ye will become fit Inſtruments in the hand of the Lord; im­prove it in his fear and in his wiſedom; and do not think your ſelves ſecure, as ye can gain the preſent Powers on your ſide; but be ſingle to the Lord, and he will bring over the hearts of the Army and Nation to you. And take heed of your debates; let every man fear his own wiſedom and his own will, in every word he ſpeaks in the Houſe; for that which comes from ſelf, will be but for ſelf (though under a pretence it may ſeem to be for God) but purſue what is manifeſtly good and righteous, and not what the wiſedom of the Serpent can caſt a colour over, and make appear ſo.
To thoſe who have remained faithful in the Nation, and waited for this day, I have one word alſo. Keep your eye on the Lord; fix not your hopes on the Army, or on the Parliament; but look through them, to him who hath the power over them. Man is a vain, empty, fooliſh thing, there is no good to be expected from him. If the Lord appear in them, and they abide in his fear, and be guided by his council, they may be Inſtruments of good in his hand, otherwiſe they will prove but broken reeds; but he that waiteth on the Lord ſhall not be diſappointed, but ſhall meet with and receive the good in the Lords ſeaſon. The Lords mighty Power is at work, he ſnap­peth Inſtuments aſunder at his pleaſure. When they are wiſe, when they are ſtrong, when they are puft up in the imaginations of their hearts, he over­turneth them with his finger, and calleth up that which was not, that which the foot of Pride trampled upon. The Lord is known by the Judgment which he executeth; the wicked is ſnared in the work of his own hands. Wait on the Lord: If theſe alſo prove trecherous, his hand can overturn them alſo; and he will at length bring forth an Inſtrument, which his Soul can take plea­ſure in, and which he will make faithful to him in his work. O Nation of England, wait on the Lord! wait on the Lord, O my Soul!
From Chaffont in Bucks, the 18. of the 3. mon. 1659.
 This from one who is a friend to the Com­mon-wealth, a lover of true Freedom, and deſires the good of all men. Iſaac Penington the younger.
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