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The Lord of Inchiquins Letter to Colonell Michaell Iones.
Sir.

THE ſight of ſome late paſt Letters eb­tweene his Excellency and you, have by their paſſages given me more then Comon reaſon to ſuſpect, that a miſunderſtanding of our grounds is the greateſt cauſe that foments an un­happy diſtance betweene us at the preſent, of how great a Conſequence to all our ſecurity and felicities a vnion would bee, as it is obvious to the loweſt apprehenſion, ſoe ought it not to be contemned by the higheſt: but to be the labor of us all to diſcend from thoſe heights which may wy­den a breach, and lay hold on thoſe things that moſt con­duce to peace; it has pleaſed God to make me one of his meaneſt Inſtruments to preſerve him a remnant (hitherto of Proteſtants perſevering in their firſt Principles) by my Sword which ſelfe ſame worke I am ſtill intending, but ſhould eſteeme the happineſse greater if you would pleaſe to effect it now by my pen or word by how much I prize a Conquest over the minde more then the body and eſteeme the retaineing of a friend more then the ſub­duing [Page]  of an Enemy. Sir it is not for Chriſtians to de­ſcend to a Ʋ Ʋarre like Cocks into a pitt, and fight with­out knowing how the quarrell began, Blood muſt bee ac­counted for, and therefore is not on light Cauſes to be-ſpilt; beſides the Sword has a mouth to devoure Iuſtice, but no eyes to ſee how to defend it: if you pleaſe therefore before it have exhauſted any droppe from either party: to expoſtulate the matter your ſelf, or by any other whom you will appoint, with a divine or two added to them (in a faire and handſome debate) I ſhall meete you with the like both in number and quality where it may pleaſe God to beſtow ſuch a bleſsing as we are not yet apprehenſive of; and I Conjure you as you intend that really which you pretend verbally, (the eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh in­treſt and Proteſtant Religion) that you contemne not this nor any other meanes which ſhall be offered you for your juſt ſatisfaction. If you ſhall, the ill conſequences that may attend it will inevitably fall upon you, and I ſhall with quiet to my Conſcience have acquitted my ſelfe that I have in thus ſeeking performed the duty of a Chriſtian & to you alſoe (if you pleaſe to follow it) the office of
20 Iunij 1649.
 Your Friend and Servant Inchiquine



[Page]
Colonell Iones Anſwer to my Lord of Inchiquins Letter.
My Lord

I recieved your Lordſhips of the 20th Inſtant by your Trumpet, which be­ing the ſame in ſubſtance with thoſe (not long ſince) paſsing me with the Lord of Ormonde, And that your Lordſhips, con­taining nothing new, or more then what was in thoſe others, I muſt therefore, without further an­ſwer (as to ſoe much,) referre your Lordſhip to what hath been then Anſwered and Replyed.
As for that Conference by your Lordſhip now Propounded and deſired It cannot be, in prudence, admitted, eſpecially in matters of this conſequence, and in times when ſuch debatings muſt needs bee Dangerous, as being ſubject to whatſoever con­ſtructions, and miſconſtructions alſoe.
But ſoe well am I ſatisfied in the Iuſtice of my Cauſe (whereupon the Lords bleſſing hath dwelt Viſibly, as ſtill it doth) that I am fixed to my juſt Principles, whence by Letters or Diſcourſes I am not to be removed. And I wiſh heartily your Lordſhip [Page]  had done likewiſe.
Your Sword hath been (I confeſſe) proſperous but remember my (Lord) the cauſe in which you then appeared the ſame with this now by Vs here maintained againſt thoſe bloody Rebells.
But Now, is your Lordſhip with them moſt unhappily joyned, to the admiration of thoſe who knew your Lordſhips former profeſsions, and your once and againe renewed engagements (Now. in that your late Confederacy and Countenancing of them in their waies, are you become one of them in that guilt of Blood, where withall they, and the whole Land is defiled. And with them (deſerting your firſt principles) doe you Now ſet your ſelfe a­gainſt thoſe of the Proteſtant Religion of which once you were, and whereunto you ſtill profeſſe your ſelfe a friend, and whereof they are mortall and profeſſed Enemies.
Your Cauſe therefore being ſoe varied your Lordſhip cannot promiſe your ſelfe the ſame Pro­vidence as formerly: which we doe and may con­fidently expect, and the rather, our truſt being in God alone; not in our own ſtrength, whereas your powers and number is that you boaſt off, and in [Page]  which you reſt your ſelves principally.
All which I deſire may be by your Lordſhip Se­riouſly and timely Conſidered, for regaining and preſerving to your ſelfe a good Conſcience, and for ſtaying the effuſion of more Engliſh and proteſtant blood, which if by your meanes ſpilt, it muſt lye heavy on you, and on your Poſterity.
I conjure you therefore as you intend that really which you pretend verbally, the eſtabliſhment, of the Engliſh intereſt, and Protestant Religion, that you contemne not this wholſome Councell now given you. If you ſhall, the ill Conſequences that now attend it, will inevi­tably fall on you and I ſhall with quiet to my Conſcience have acquited my ſelfe, that I have herein performed the duty of a Chriſtian, and to you alſoe (if you pleaſe to follow it) the Office of (my Lord)
Dublin Iune 21th 1649.
 Your Lordſhips Friend and Servant Mic: Iones
 For my Lord of Inchiquine.
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