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Moſes his Death: Opened and applyed, IN A SERMON At Chriſt-Church in London, De­cemb. 23. MDCLVI. AT THE FUNERAL OF Mr. Edward Bright, M. A. Fellow of Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge, and Miniſter of the Goſpel there.
By Samuel Jacombe M. A. Fellow of Queens Colledge in Cambridge, and Paſtor of Mary Woolnoth, Lumbardſtreet, London.
With ſome ELEGIES.
Nec unquam magnis ingeniis cara in corpore mora eſt. Exire at­que  [...]rumpere geſtiunt: Aegrè has auguſtias ferunt, Vagi per omne ſublime et ex alto aſſueti, humana deſpicere. Inde est quod Plate clamat Sapientis animum totum in mortem promi­nere, hoc velle, hoc meditari, hac ſimper cupidine ferri, in ex­teriora tendentem.
 Seneca lib. de Conſol. ad Martiam, c. 23.
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To the Reverend and Learned WILLIAM DILLINGHAM, D. D. Mr. of Emmanuel COLLEDGE in CAMBRIDGE.
And to the Fellows of that Religious Foundation.
[Page]
[Page]
HONOURED SIRS,

HE whoſe memory is a faithful Regiſter of former practice, and whoſe judge­ment doth not much miſcarry in his obſervation of preſent experience, will as eaſily acknowledge this truth as I can propoſe it, viz. That men of noble and gallant ſpirits, able to ſcorn injuries, bravely to conquer, yea to revenge themſelves upon the baſe attempts of malice, by not vouchſafing ſo much as to take notice of them; yea men whoſe magnanimity is heightened by danger, and their courage increaſeth with it; that theſe generous mindes, have been diſconſolate at the abſence of a friend, have been male-contented at the death of a beloved rela­tion. Hee who could not bee aſtoniſhed by Hectors va­lour, nor his attendants rage; yet when the news comes that his friend Patroclus is dead, it is then ſaid. ‘—  [...], &c. Iliad. 6.6.’ Sorrow like a thick cloud ſate upon his countenance, and obſcured thoſe ſparkling rayes which uſed to come from [Page]it. The victorious David that trembled not to ſee Goliah, but with undaunted reſolution, though a young ſtripling, ſets upon him; yet Jonathans death, makes him ſay, I am diſtreſſed, 2 Sam. 1.29. when hee was grown elder, and had more ex­perience of Gods preſence with him.
The Holy Jeſus, that great exemplar of piety, who al­wayes ſubmitted to his Fathers will, and therefore could not bee obnoxious to the corroding thoughts of diſcon­tent, yet by his practice, ſhewed how much our nature was liable to bee afflicted with the loſs of Friends, for hee who wept but twice (that I remember) wept once for impeni­tent Jeruſalem, Joh. 11.33, 35. dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, and another time when the beloved Lazarus lay in the grave, and the cho­rus of mourners came lamenting him.
Nature it ſeems quickly opens the flood-gates, the in­genuity of Chriſtianity allows a ſerious ſenſe of the preſence and abſence of a reall friend; true goodneſs promotes com­paſſion, —  [...], the great skill is to moderate the paſſion, that the ſtream may keep within the channel, and not over-flow the banks: I hope all you, by your piety and prudence ſecured your ſelves from diſcontent, when you heard of the ſickneſs and death of our dear and truly honouréd Friend. But I for my part muſt confeſs, that few Providences in my life, have hither­to been made ſuch arguments to it, by the tempter to mee, as this was; and becauſe it is poſſible, that ſome in your Famous Univerſity, might feel the ſame diſeaſe with my ſelf, I ſhall make bold to tell you (I am ſure I ſpeak to my Friends) the courſe I took for my Cure.
The Dictate of the Imperious Stoick, ſoon came into my minde, Non ſentire mala non eſt hominis, non ferre, non eſt viri, Not to feel an evil, ſpeaks no humanity, not to bear it, ſpeaks no man-hood.
This I thought was ſoon ſaid, but all his arguments (though I deny not their uſefulneſs) yet were too ſhort to bring mee to that manly, I will rather ſay that Chriſtian  [...], peace and tranquillity which I deſired: Two things I found  [...], that had the true vertue of [Page] Nepenthe in them; partly awing mee, and commanding down impetuous tumults; partly relieving, and refreſhing mee in my combate with them.
The firſt of them was the command of our Saviour to his Diſciples, Let not your heart be troubled. Joh. 14.1. When I conſi­dered the occaſion of it, the command was ſtrange, but the ſtranger it appeared at firſt ſight, the more emphatical and remarkable it was. The great evidence of Gods love to man was now withdrawing; the Prince of life was to ſuffer death. He whoſe preſence animated the poor Diſciples, as the Generals doth the unskilful Souldiers; Hee whoſe Miracles kept them from contempt. Hee for whom they had for­ſaken Father and Mother, goods and lands. Hee who asked them moſt pathetically when others forſook him, Will yee alſo go away? Hee is now leaving them,John 6. will go away himſelf, and yet hee ſaith, Let not your heart bee troubled.
I from hence concluded, that if I had been in the Diſ­ciples caſe, I ſhould have ſeen more reaſon for diſcontent than now I do: And if it was not lawful at the farewel of the bleſſed Jeſus, it could never bee lawful.
Whilſt I thus ſtated my duty, I found ſomething re­freſhing mee, and it was nothing elſe that ſatisfied mee, but that which was the occaſion of the grief of the Diſciples, and of all good men before them, and ſince: — (viz.) That Chriſt dyed,Thus the wiſe God can make uſe of this ſad providence to ſatisfie under another. and all the holy men that lived before him, and all that had given up themſelves to him as his ſervants ſince his coming into the world: For I conſi­dered there was no reaſon why God ſhould work Mi­racles for my ſake, and ſince ſo many were dead, that I knew were the love and delight of God; I concluded death could not bee to a good mans loſs; and ſince I ſaw God had provided for the world, notwithſtanding the death of ſo many uſeful perſons thus long; I concluded hee could ſtill, and if for the world, and the Church, ſure hee could for my peace and comfort.
Whilſt I concocted theſe meditations, and ſurveyed the examples recorded in Scripture. None ſooner came into [Page]my thoughts, than Moſes, who by his Country man is truly called  [...], and the Heathen not at all miſtaken, when hee ſaid,  [...],Philo Judaeus. lib. 1. Longinus. a man not of the ordinary rank, but rarely accompliſhed, of whom God himſelf gives moſt full teſtimony. His death in the Wildernſs, when one would have thought his life might with much confi­dence have been expected, [...]. Diadorus Sic. lib. ult. made mee thinke a diſcourſe on it, was pertinent to the preſent occaſion, and would tend both to awaken ſome, and ſatisfie all others that were perplexed at the death of our Friend, ſo ſuddenly upon his coming hither, and entring on the Miniſtry in this City.
This Diſcourſe, ſuch as it is, is yours, and though there are many things in it, that will need your pardon, and a ſecond reading makes mee obſerve more Errata's in my own copy,Nam & mihi prope ſemper ſermo meus diſ­plicet. Auguſt de Ca­techiz. rudi­bus. cap. 2. than in the Preſs; yet becauſe I know it is next to impoſſible for mee to pleaſe my ſelf; and becauſe I know it will bee welcome for his ſake, whoſe death was the oc­caſion of it, I preſent it to you, with confidence of your ac­ceptance.
The Almighty God bleſs your Society: Make your Col­ledge a Nurſery of Religion and Learning: Sanctifie this pro­vidence to us all, convince us by it, more fully of the vanity of all things, Quod cuiquam conting it, cui­vis poteſt. yea of learning, that moſt curious peece of vanity, make us to provide for ſickneſs and death; Make us thankful for life, health, the uſe of reaſon, and underſtanding, care­fully to improve all for the glory of God, that wee may dye with the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the love of good men, yea of God himſelf.
So prayeth Your moſt real Servant, Sam. Jacomb.



TO The Inhabitants of Chriſt-Church Pa­riſh, LONDON.
[Page]
IF the care of a moſt compaſsionate,Dr. Cox and in­genious Phyſitian: If the prayers of good men in this City, and in the Univerſity, had been ſufficient preſervatives againſt the aſſault of death, there had been no occaſion for the preaching, or publiſhing of this Ser­mon: That I ſhould preach at his Funeral was his requeſt, to whom I might lawfully deny nothing: that I ſhould publiſh it, is the requeſt of his Friends, whom I heartily reſpect, whom I was the more induced to gratifie, that I might have an oppor­tunity to tell you what thanks my dead Friend had for all the expreſsions of your love to him; how deeply hee reſented them, and how much reſolved hee was to teſtifie his thankfulneſs by a ſerious and conſcientious care of your ſouls.
I am confident you cannot eaſily forget him; I beſeech you, let his memory put you in minde of theſe two things.
1 Of the vanity of all the world: Alas you ſee all the joyes of this world are not big enough to counterpoiſe the trouble of one diſeaſe; you cannot with all your eſtates buy a faithful friend: and when you have him, you cannot keep him from the ſtroke of death: — nay, you cannot (Nebuchadnezzar a grea­ter man than any of you, could not) keep out one melancholly fan­cy: was any of you great as the Roman Caeſar; beloved like Titus, wiſe as Solomon, learned as the beſt Philoſopher; yet you could not tame the rebellion of one pertinacious humour, nor preſerve that which is as dear to you as life.
2 Look after a better world ſeriouſly, and to that end bee ſure to prize the next conſcientious Miniſter God ſhall give [Page]you: To preſſe you to more care in your choice would bee ſuper­fluous, ſince I am not ignorant how ſolicitous you have been already. I hope hee upon whom you have pitched your thoughts, will accept that charge: and if hee do, I can eaſily bee confi­dent, hee will bee a great bleſſing to you: but when you have him, or any other faithful preacher of the Goſpel; then remem­ber what reaſon you have to profit by every pious Sermon, when you know not but that your next Miniſter may bee taken as ſuddenly from you as Mr. Bright; but this duty with di­verſe others are at large preſſed in the Sermon it ſelf: I have nothing to deſire of you, but this, if you forget Mr. Bright, re­member the welfare of your immortal ſouls, that Chriſt may ſee the fruit of the travel of his ſoul in you, and may bee ſa­tisfied; that the godly Miniſters you have had, or ſhall have, may rejoyce in the day of Chriſt, that they have not run in vain, nor laboured in vain; this is his requeſt to you, who is
Your Servants for Jeſus ſake Samuel Jacombe.



ERRATA
THe ingenuity of a Scholler will either not take notice of, or eaſily pardon the miſtakes of the Preſſe, in accenting Greek words; as  [...] for  [...], p. 1. and in theſe words themſelves, captius, p. 21. Marg. for captivus. Antonio p. 26. Marg. for Antonino.  [...] p. 4 [...]. for  [...] p. 47. for  [...], &c. The miſtakes which prejudice the ſenſe are; And p. 12. l. 4. for An. Grace p. 26. l. 18. for Grave.


Joſhua 1.2. Moſes my Servant is dead.
[Page]
SAd News: But may it not bee hoped, that hee, who in his infancy was mi­raculouſly preſerved in an Ark of Bulruſhes; and therefore called Moſes, n="a" Exod. 2.10 Hanc nomi­nis rationem aſ­ſignant tum illi qui verbum volunt eſſe Aegyptium, ex  [...] aquâ &  [...] ſervatus factum. Sic Philo. Jud. Joſephus. Cl. Alex. Tum illi qui ex Hebrae [...]  [...] derivatū volunt quod verbum nun­quam uſurpati niſi de educti­one ex aquis, obſervat. Bochartus. v. 2 Sam. 22.17. Iſa. 63.11. becauſe drawn out of the water: And hee, who once was abſent forty dayes, and forty nights, and the Iſraelites ſaid,n="b" Exod. 32.1. As for this Moſes, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him; Yet hee deſcended from the Mount with his face ſhining, and brought excellent Laws for the Jewiſh Nation, and eſtabliſhed a  [...],n="c" Joſeph. Cont. Apion. a Divine Government amongſt them: May it not bee hoped, that a third provi­dence equally miraculous attends him, and that once more his preſence may ſcatter theſe fears of his death, as the riſing Sun doth the foggy vapours? Never did the poor He­brews need him more, they were yet in the Wilderneſs, had Jordan to paſs over, the Canaanites to conquer: And will the compaſſionate God take away the Nurſe before the childe can go alone? Will it bee a crime then to queſtion that intelligence, it will, if you conſider who is the Intelligencer, viz. God himſelf, for ſo it is ſaid, verſ. 1. The Lord ſpake to Joſhua, ſaying, Moſes my Servant is dead.
[Page] But if the Sun bee ſet, and work bee yet to bee done, a candle muſt bee lighted. If Moſes Gods Servant, bee not here, then Joſhua who was Moſes ſervant ſhall ariſe, and lead the people over Jordan, no Parentheſis put in by God, ſhall ſpoyl the ſenſe of what hee was ſpeaking: his gracious providences may, like ſome Rivers, run on a ſudden under ground, but by and by they appear again, and the ſwelling torrent pleaſeth and refreſheth him who ſees it: Iſrael muſt take poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, and ſince it cannot bee done by the hand of Moſes, it ſhall by the hand of Joſhua, Moſes my Servant is dead, now there­fore ariſe, Verſ 2. go over this Jordan, thou and all this people unto the Land which I do give unto them.
That is the Context.
The Text it ſelf preſents to us, 
	1 Moſes his relation; and God owning him in it, A Servant: My Servant.
	2 Moſes his preſent condition: Moſes my Servant is dead.

A tranſient view ſhall ſerve for the firſt part of the Text, the latter wee muſt longer gaze on; for wee are not now conſidering Moſes going up to Mount Sinai to receive Gods Oracles, and coming down with his face ſhining; but wee are conſidering him as gone up to Piſgah to view the promiſed Land, and dye there: And therefore three or four Concluſions ſhall contain what at preſent ſhall bee ſaid on the relation wherein Moſes ſtood to God.Deut. 34.1.6.
Moſes my Servant.
Conclu. 1. The proper notion of a ſervant is to bee uſed at the pleaſure of another. What a ſer­vant is. Laert, in vita Zen. Ariſt. 1. polit. c. 9. Zeno well defined liberty,  [...]: And Cicero to the ſame purpoſe, in Paradox. Eſt poteſtas vivendi ut velis, a power of living and acting at a mans own pleaſure: The true notion of ſervitude which is oppoſed to liberty, muſt therefore bee this, To bee de­termined to act, or not to act at the command and will of ſome other.See Juſtinians Inſtunt. l. 1. Tit. 3. The Philoſopher hath no leſs ingeniouſly, than truly defined a ſervant,  [...], a living in­ſtrument. And the Centurion in the Goſpel deſcribed a ſer­vant [Page]to the life, when hee ſaid of him, I ſay, Go, and hee goeth, Come and he cometh: All that wee have ſaid in this Concluſion, is aſſerted by the Apoſtle, Know yee not that to whom yee yeeld your ſelves ſervants to obey, Rom. 6.16. his ſervants yee are to whom yee obey? and is implied in our Saviours words, Whoſoever committeth ſin, is the ſervant of ſin. Joh. 8.34.
Conclu. 2. The uſe of any perſon at pleaſure, or obedience from him, can no further bee demanded, than there is right and title to him, and it: That the difference of right and title doth alter the caſe as to the power of uſe,A ſervant hath no right to himſelf. is palpably evi­dent from this one inſtance: Hee that holds Lands in Fee-ſimple, hath power to alienate, ſell, or let them to whom hee will; hee which is a Tenant, and only rents thoſe lands, hath the fruits that grow upon them, as intirely his, and will diſpoſe of them without controle, but either give away, or ſell a foot of the Soil hee dare not, becauſe that is the Landlords. The common maxime amongſt Civilians, is, Servus non eſt ſui juris, a ſervant ſo far as hee is a ſervant, hath no right to himſelf: yet Maſters had not equal title to all ſervants; for amongſt the Heathen, thoſe whom they took captive (and called mancipia quaſimanu capti) them they made account they could ſell, and diſpoſe of,Juſtin. Inſt. ut ſupra. as wee of lands that are our own inheritance; thoſe whom they hired, they could diſpoſe of, as wee of land rented (i.e.) They thought they had right to the perſons of the former, but to the acti­ons only of the latter.
Conclu. 3. God alone hath an univerſal right to all that any creature, is, hath, or can bee done by it: And therefore the Apoſtle hath moſt properly joyned theſe two together,Act. 27.23. Whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, by reaſon of that ſhort and imperfect title which one creature hath to another. The ſame Apoſtle argues excellently,Seneca Ep. 47. Servi ſunt imo homines; Servi imo Conſervi. In mancipio Cogitandum quantum per­mittir aequi bo­nique natura [...] lib. de Clem. Col. 4.1. That Maſters ſhould give to their ſervants that which is juſt and equal, be­cauſe they alſo have a Maſter in heaven. Which notion I finde urged by the Maſters of Moral Philoſophy among the heathen, who put us in minde, that though they bee ſer­vants, yet they are men; and that wee and they too are ſer­vants together of the ſupreme Deity. And howſoever the world hath neglected this great truth in their practiſe. Yet [Page]the beauty of it hath ſo far enamoured all perſons that they have rather choſe to bee called Patres-familias, Gratius eſt no­men pictatis quam poteſta­tis. fathers of all their Family, quam Domini, than Lords or Maſters, as Tertullian hath obſerved to my hands.
Amongſt the Romans, it was lawful, if any ſervant was miſ-uſed, to flye to the Statues of their gods, whereby it was an acknowledged caſe,Grot. de Jure. Bel. & Paci [...]. lib. 3. that Maſters had not full and ab­ſolute Dominion. In the Jewiſh Politie God ordained, Ex. 21.26, 27. If a man ſmite the eye of his ſervant that it periſh, or ſmite out his tooth, that hee ſhould let him go free for it.
Amongſt other famous inſtances of moſt remarkable and imitable piety, wherewith the 31. Chapter of Job is filled,Job 31.13. wee finde this for one, verſ. 13. that that holy man did not deſpiſe the cauſe of his Man-ſervant, nor of his Maid-ſervant, when they contended with him. O rare ex­ample of incomparable humility! hee who had ſo much authority, that before him Princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth. The Nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth: Job 29.9, 10. Yet hee ſecured his humility as well as his Majeſty; of which this is ſufficient evidence, that hee did not deſpiſe the cauſe of his meaneſt ſervant;In caetu princi­pum memor regiminis, in ceitamine fi­mulorum me­mor conditio­nis, Gregor. Mag. in 31. c. Job 17. his reaſon for this noble practiſe is unanſwerable, and pertinent to our purpoſe, verſ. 14, 15. What then ſhall I do when God riſeth up, and when hee viſiteth, what ſhall I an­ſwer him? Did not hee that made mee in the womb, make him? And did not one faſhion us in the womb?
But though the title which one creature hath to another, bee imperfect, as wee have demonſtrated, yet Gods is full, compleat, perfect, abſolute; His wee all are by Creation: Hee made us, not wee our ſelves: Wee are, as the Pſalmiſt phraſeth it,Pſ. 100. Pſalm. 95.7. The ſheep of his hand. No Shep­herd makes their ſheep, as this heavenly Shepherd doth, as St. Auſtin paraphraſeth upon that Text: His wee are, not only by Creation, but Preſervation, which is Creation every moment in a new edition: His wee are by Redemption, by vertue whereof, all his Saints ſhall when the day of glory dawns, come out of his hand as a curious volume which Angels ſhall read with admiration, wherein there ſhall bee no blot, no Errata, though they were whilſt in the Devils [Page]hands as a copy ſpoyled, that nothing almoſt could bee ſeen in them that was imprinted; when the prime and Ma­ſter-piece of Gods Workmanſhip came into the world: Upon this laſt foundation of Divine right, the Apoſtle concludes, Wee are not our own, 1 Cor. 6. for wee are bought with a price.
I have inſiſted the more largely upon this Concluſion, not only becauſe the whole ſuperſtructure of Worſhip is built upon it, but becauſe it is peculiarly uſeful.
	1 To Maſters, and all in Authority, that they impoſe no other commands on thoſe under them, and behave themſelves no otherwiſe towards the meaneſt ſervant, than the ſupreme Lord will allow of.
	2 That all who are under ſubjection, and are diligent obſervers of the pleaſure of thoſe who are above them, would remember, that they owe more to God, than to any creature, and that his ſervice never muſt bee neg­lected.

Therfore God ought to bee ſerved.Conclu. 4. Since God alone hath a ſovereign and pecu­liar right to all his creatures, it follows naturally, that all Angels and men, ought freely and voluntarily to pay that homage, to do thoſe acts of obedience, to perform that ſer­vice which is due to him. Our Saviours maxime, ſhould bee evermore before our eyes, as the Jewiſh Phy­lacteries were before theirs, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Mat. 4.10. The unhappy Jeſuite, who in moſt of his notions is like the horſe-leech, ſucking the worſt blood, and leaving the beſt behinde, might if fond prejudice would have given him leave, have under­ſtood enough from this place, to have abhorred the do­ctrine of Saint-worſhip: For hee might eaſily obſerve that our Saviour refuſeth not to worſhip the Devil, becauſe hee was Gods enemy, becauſe a Rebel, becauſe an Apoſtate, but becauſe hee was not God; for his anſwer is framed, as an univerſal deciding of this caſe, that religious worſhip is due to God alone; and therefore the holy Angel refuſed it upon this account; See thou do it not, Rev. 19 10. I am thy fellow-ſervant.
Let that which is Caeſars bee given to Caeſar; thoſe teſti­monies [Page]of honour and reſpect which wee owe to creatures, let them have it, but that which is Gods, let it bee given to God; who ſince hee hath a peculiar right, ought to have a peculiar ſervice; for ſo wee are taught by the examples of all pious, and underſtanding perſons mentioned in holy Writ, the Holy Jeſus ſaid, It was his meat and drink to do his Fathers will; and though hee fulfilled the Law, and might by vertue thereof have demanded life (for the Law ſaith, Do this and live) yet hee became obedient to the death, and ſpoke words never to bee forgotten, Father, not my will, but thine bee done.
Abraham is called Gods ſervant, Gen. 26.24. as a faith­full ſervant hee followed his heavenly Maſter whitherſo­ever hee pleaſed; and therefore it is ſaid, Iſa. 41.2. That God called him to his foot, that which is in the Hebrew  [...] righteouſneſs; wee well tranſlate the righteous man, for the following words that ſpeak of a perſon, juſtifie that Tranſlation; and the Chaldee Paraphraſe tells us, who the perſon was, which is plainly intimated by the Context.  [...] Abrahamum electum juſtum. Abraham that choice and famous man for righteouſneſs, God ſaid no more but this, Go to a place that I ſhall ſhew thee, leave thy Country, and thy friends: Hee is obedient, fol­lows his Maſter ſtep by ſtep, [...]. Homer. whitherſoever hee leads him.
I muſt confeſs Moſes Gods ſervant in the Text, was at firſt unwilling to go about the work God called him to, yet not becauſe hee was unwilling to do God ſervice, but be­cauſe hee thought himſelf unfit for it; yet I cannot think him ſo unwilling, as ſome incautelous Reader may perhaps gueſs hee was at firſt ſight of thoſe words, recorded in Exod. 4.13. And hee ſaid, O my Lord, ſend I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt ſend; Which to a vulgar Engliſh eare, ſounds as if hee ſhould ſay, O Lord, ſend whom thou wilt, I will not go about this errand; I rather think as a very learned man hath obſerved to my hand, that hee deſired God to ſend by the Meſſiah, that [Page]excellent Meſſenger whom hee had promiſed to the loſt world: For the common name of the Meſſiah among the Jews, as the New Teſtament informs us was,  [...] Hee that was to come, Mat. 11.3. and he who was to bee ſent, by which notion Johns expreſſion may be underſtood, Joh. 3.34. For hee whom God hath ſent ſpeaketh the words of God. John was Gods Meſſenger, yet hee utterly diſclaimes this title of being that perſon whom God hath ſent, which hee could not have done had it not been peculiar to the Meſſiah;The Syriack, Arabick, and Samaritan verſions. Quem miſlurus es. the meaning therefore of Moſes his words ſeems to bee, Lord I know thou haſt promiſed to ſend an authentick Meſſenger into the world, one that ſhall ſpeak as never man ſpake, I beſeech thee at this time ſend him on this great Errand to Pharaoh for the deliverance of thy people Iſrael: I am the more inclined to this interpretation, be­cauſe I yet ſee nothing in our Modern Commentators that oppoſe it, which ſhould weigh down the ſcales againſt the judgement of the Ancients: But whether hee did parti­cularly eye the Meſſiah or not, or whether hee left the per­ſon to bee indifferently at Gods choice, ſo hee might bee ex­cuſed himſelf; It is certain it was his fault to diſpute ſo long againſt Gods call; For which God was angry, verſ. 14. Yet his modeſt intreaty, verſ. 13. O my Lord, I pray thee, makes it to mee evident, that this unwillingneſs aroſe not from perverſneſs of ſpirit, but a deep ſenſe of his inability: But wee finde ſometimes that a tree ſhaken by the wind roots it ſelf the faſter, and broken bones well ſet, grow ſtronger, and they who go backwards, leap the further for it: Moſes when once hee accepts Gods imployment (ha­ving bafled the great temptation at the firſt undertaking) hee doth his work with courage, and afterwards receives Gods teſtimony, that Moſes his ſervant was faithful in all his houſe. Heb. 3.5.
God owns Mo­ſes in this rela­tion.For God uſeth to obſerve, and to own all that are in re­lation to him; Moſes my Servant; which was the ſecond thing wee took notice of in the firſt part of the Text; and had wee time to dwell upon it, it might bee of excel­lent uſe to conſider, that God hath not only minded them, and acknowledged them whileſt living, but hee hath evi­denced [Page]great reſpect to them when they are dead. The Iſraelites got many a bleſſing for Abrahams ſake; and it is remarkable, that when God conſiders himſelf, hee conſiders David too, 2 King. 19, 34. I will defend this City to ſave it for mine own ſake, and for my ſervant Davids ſake.
Oh rare encouragement to bee faithful to God! when it ſhall not only bee ſaid to us at death, Well done good and faithful ſervant, enter into thy Maſters joy: But for our ſakes alſo it ſhall go better with thoſe wee leave behinde us on earth. Children, Families, Countries, ſhall all partake of a bleſſing, out of Gods reſpect to us when wee are laid in the duſt, and they ſay of us, what the Jews ſaid of Abraham and Iſrael, Iſa. 63.16. That wee are ignorant of them, and acknowledge them not.
But if I ſhould ſtay here, I ſhould prevent my ſelf, in that which is moſt pertinent, both to the Text and the preſent occaſion: It is ſufficient that I have given you gold in the maſs, your meditation muſt beat it into leaf gold; and it may be I ſhall aſſiſt you, before I put a full period to this Diſcourſe.
The ſecond thing which the Text preſented to us, was Moſes preſent condition;Moſes condi­tion. Moſes my Servant is dead.
Faithful ſervice to God is no ſecurity from the common Law of Mortality:Note. Gods beſt ſervants are not perſons priviledged from the arreſt of this ſurly Serjeant.
Of the man Moſes it is ſaid, That hee was very meek above all the men which were upon the face of the earth;Numb. 12.3. Yet his meekneſs could not charm this adver­ſary.
Hee was admirably uſeful, and ſo is the Sun to the Traveller, and yet it ſets: Deaths ſithe makes no diſtincti­on betwixt wholeſome herbs, and ſtinking weeds.
Hee was a man of excellent Education, brought up in Pharaohs Court,Act. 7.21.22. hee was skilled in all the learning of the AEgyptians.
But China mettal, and Venice Glaſſes, are as ſoon, yea ſooner broken to peeces, than courſe pots: Pure com­plexions [Page]ſoon catch infectious diſeaſes. [...] Philo, called the yong King. Exod. 11.3. Hee was a man of power and authority. The man Moſes was great in the land of Egypt; Yea hee was mighty in words, and in deeds: But hee that could work Miracles, to ſave or deſtroy others, can work none to ſave himſelf: The great Xerxes wept when all the ſtrength of his Army could not keep death out of their Quarters. A holy man hee was that choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God,Act 7.22. Deut. 34.12. No Prophet like him in all the terror which he ſhewed in the ſight of all Iſrael. Heb. 11.  [...] Philo. lib. 1. de vita Moſis Exod. 32.10. Verſ 14. than enjoy the pleaſures of ſin; But yet hee was a man, and a na­tural body will bee natural, when the ſoul is refined from the dregs of wickedneſs; and a ſick horſe will bee faint, and go heavily, and at length fall, though you ſhould ſet a better Rider on his back: Yea which is further remark­able, hee was a man whoſe prayers were prevalent with God for others; that when God was about to deſtroy the Iſraelites, hee ſaith to him, Let mee alone; and upon his in­terceſſion the Text ſaith, That the Lord repented of the evil which hee thought to do unto his people. Yet when this man comes to beg for his own life, yea when hee begs that hee may but live a little longer to enter the promiſed Land, yet God will not hear him.
If my memory fail mee not, it is the onely requeſt recorded in Scripture which God denied to grant him; after hee had accepted this ſervice of bringing the people out of Egypt.
Moſes was ſuch a man that God ſaith of him,Deu 34.10, 11 There aroſe not a Prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to face, a man rarely accompliſhed; [...] will you know what is become of him? Moſes Gods ſer­vant is dead.
I ſhall give three Reaſons for it.
Reaſon 1. That God may ſhew the world how little hee ſtands in need of any creature; when God would puniſh the Aegyptians, hee doth not bring Earthquakes, not only Thunder and Lightnings, but Frogs, and ſwarms of Flyes,Exod. 8.16.18. the duſt of the Land is turned into Lice, and the Magi­cians that had done ſome thing greater, ſhall not bee able to do this: God makes the meaneſt things the greateſt [Page]ſcourges, and then much of himſelf is viſible: When God will break Nebuchadnezzars pride. Hee will not bring a Puiſſant Army to conquer him: Nor ſhake the fabrick of the world to amaze him;Qui [...] autem dicit ſenſum libi redditum, oftendit non forman ſe amiſiſſe ſed mentem. Hiei on. in 4. Dan. v. 34. but when hee ſpeaks loftily, Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the houſe of the Kingdom,  [...]c. he doth but hear a few words, The Kingdome is departed from thee, and God lets a melancholy fancy pur­ſue him, and the great King is below the pooreſt man in all his Dominions. One would have thought if Moſes ſhould have delivered the people, it ſhould have been done whilſt hee was a favourite in Pharaohs Court. But hee muſt go into the Wilderneſs, and live forty years in Midian, indure hardſhip and miſery,Act. 7.30.  [...] Philo. loſe his favour in Aegypt, be­fore hee bee fit for God to make uſe of as a Deliverer. And when God hath ſent him, and hee hath wrought miracles, and carried the people through the Red Sea, they are ready to ſay, Exod. 32.1. It was Moſes that brought us up out of the Land of Egypt. But they ſhall ſee God needs him not. Joſhua one of his young men, that uſed in all his addreſſes to ſay, My Lord Moſes, Numb. 11.28. hee ſhall conduct them, and it ſhall bee evident God can bee with him as he was with Moſes: And ſure God is ſeen moſt when Daniel looks better with poor pulſe, than the reſt do with the Kings delicious fare.
The way to ſhorten the beſt mens lives, is for people to think they cannot live without them. The Sun never yet needed a Glow-worm; nor God a creature, as God ſometimes diſ­covers himſelf in his dealings with wicked men, that hee brings the miſchief upon them they feared, by the means they uſed to prevent it. Pharaoh fears the Iſraelites ſhould multiply, and bee mightier and greater than the Egyptians, and therefore hee will oppreſs them, Exod. 1.9, 10. Jero­boam fears that the hearts of the people will return to Reho­boam if they ſhould go up to Jeruſalem to offer ſacrifice, and therefore hee ſets up two golden Calves, 1 King. 12.27. The Jews are afraid, if they ſuffer Chriſt to proceed in his Doctrine, and Miracles, all would beleeve on him, and the Romans would come and take away their Kingdome: Theſe inſtances makes that truth evident which Solomon [Page]hath recorded, Prov. 10, 24. That which the wicked fears ſhall come upon him; yea, his own policy to prevent it, ſhall be the means to bring it, the Iſraelites increaſe the more for their affliction, Exod. 1.12. Jeroboams family is therefore rejected, 1 King. 14.8, 9, 10. The Jewes are deſtroyed by the Romans for crucifying Jeſus Chriſt: and have ever ſince continued the ſcorn of the world; ſo God in his dealing with his people in waies of mercy, chuſes not the means which they think moſt, but leaſt on: Gideous army is too great, a few ſhall do that work, Moſes is too much admi­red; Moſes ſhall die, that God may be more acknowledg­ed, and man leſſe; for it is our ſin and folly to aſcribe to Saul his thouſands, and to David his ten thouſands, but to God nothing at all.
Reaſ. 2. Moſes is dead. That God may ſhew what an extreme hatred and antipathy hee hath to ſin every where;Pſal. 106.32. even in a Moſes: If this meek man be provoked, and ſpeak unadviſedly with his lips, it ſhall go ill even with Moſes, Pſal. 106.32, 33. If the good man be paſsionate, and ſay, I am not able to hear all this people alone, it is too heavy for mee, Numb. 11.14 15. and if thou deal thus with mee, kill mee I pray thee out of hand. Moſes ſhall know that God can take him at his word, and another ſhall have the burden, and the honour too; yea, though hee be afterward earneſt for lite, and beg importu­nately that hee may enter into the promiſed Land, yet God will not be intreated: Wee little think, how much miſ­cheif wee do our ſelves, who may be any way publickly ſerviceable, to be at any time weary of the imployment God hath charged us with; eſpecially if the diſcontent ſhew it ſelf to others, for then the divine providence is ingaged to make it manifeſt, that hee can well enough be without ſuch muttering ſervants; and that it becomes us not to be too bold, or preſumptuous by the confidence we have in our former fidelity, or preſent uſefulneſſe. Let Jonah run away if he will, but a ſtorm ſhall follow him: For God will have all the world take notice, that hee hates ſin, becauſe it is. ſin, and not becauſe ſuch a perſon commits it.
If wee would obſerve, wee might eaſily perceive, how [Page]irreconcileable Gods hatred is to ſin. Adam was the prime peece of divine Art; the glory and honour of the viſible World; if hee ſin, hee ſhall die; and becauſe the diſhonour is great, an [...] unavoidable neceſſity of death, ſhall bee the fad condition of all his poſterity. Wee read of none except­ed from the execution of this fatal ſentence but Enoch and Elijah: one would think that any conſidering minde, that ſhall ſee the tears of them that are in miſery, hear the groans of them that lye on ſick-beds; obſerve the ſighs of conſuming perſons, who decay by little and little, as a gar­ment that is Moth-eaten, or that ſhall ſurveigh the toſſings of men in feavers, who are never at reſt. God outs them off with pineing ſickneſſe, and as a Lion hee breaks their bones: I ſay, one would think, a very weak head, that will but ſe­riouſly conſider, might eaſily from thoſe premiſes con­clude, that ſin is a thing odious and abominable, and though God bee good, yet hee is not fond; for the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſſe. Pſal. 11.7.
If this convince thee not ſufficiently; come nearer, and ſee how ſin like a noiſome carkaſſe. infects the air, and all that come near it, ſuffer for it; let a man bee openly wick­ed, and do high acts of baſeneſſe, and his relations, his children,Exod. 20.5. yea his childrens children ſhall ſmart for it; for God v [...]ſits the iniquity of the Fathers upon the children to the third and fourth Generation.
Epiphanius tells us that for three thouſand three hundred and thirty two years; there is not one example in Scripture of a Son that died before his Father: till Terahs time, whom he conceives to be a notorious Idolater; and of him it is ſaid Gen. 11.28. That Haran died before his Father Terah, in the Land of his nativity in Ur of the Chaldees: hee could not forget Abel, and therefore no queſtion hee intended only that they of whom it might properly bee ſaid, They died, not they who were killed ſhould come within the reach of this obſervation.
Hee that is not a very careleſſe reader of Scripture, cannot but grant, that if this Leproſie once break forth, no man knows whither it will ſpread: When Korah, Dathan, Numb. 18.30, 31. and Abiram ſin, the earth ſwallows them up, and [Page]their little children two, even all that appertained to them. Yet we muſt remember that a temporal evil brought upon the childe, as a puniſhment of the Father, may be a mercy to the childe, of which wee have a happy inſtance, 1 King. 14.13. that this childe came to the grave, was the great grief of Jeroboam, and yet the great bleſſing of the childe. Adams ſin made death certain, and when ſin grew grea­ter, than death which before crept like a Snail, began to come faſter, till it had brought the life of man, from a thouſand years long to ſeventy; and if any one was an open affronter of the Lawes of Heaven, the poor family, and the innocent infants found the thread of life cut aſunder for the Parents crime: Do you yet beleeve that God hates ſin? If you will ſee further, behold the holy God is no re­ſpecter of perſons; and it David murder Uriah, the ſword ſhall follow him; If Moſes be angry, and ſpeak unadviſed­ly, God is angry preſently, and Moſes ſhall die in the Wil­derneſs.
Reaſ. 3. Moſes is dead, that hee may bee rewarded for the faithfull ſervice he hath done already; ſin brought in death, but God hath made death to bring in glory: the dark room is an entry into the preſence chamber: It was a great rid­dle to fleſh and blood, but was perfectly diſcovered at Chriſts reſurrection, and aſcenſion; Out of the cater comes meat: Had Moſes lived, hee would have found that in every day there was ſomething of Autumn, as well as Spring; even in the face the moſt beautifull part of the bo­dy, is the ſink of the brain; It is better to bee in the mount with God, than to be troubled with the Idolatrous Iſrae­lites; hee cannot forget,Numb. 12.1. that even Aaron and Miriam ſpake againſt him.
Meekneſſe of ſpirit is one of the beſt Antidotes againſt ſuch miſchiefs from neer relations, but no man knows what trouble hee may finde from thoſe hee loves beſt, and whom hee hath ſerved moſt: If Moſes be blameleſſe himſelf, they will bee angry, becauſe of the Aethiopian Woman: Thus one relation produceth trouble from another: If his face ſhine, when hee comes down from the mount, the Iſraelites cannot bear it, hee muſt put a veil on; let the life bee careleſſe, and then hee ſcornes himſelf, or others may quickly ſcorn him; let it bee exemplary that a man ſhines as a light in the world, holding forth the word of life; it will be alwaies true, that ſore eyes cannot [Page]bear it. It is better to be with Angels, who alwaies-behold the face of God in Heaven: All things are yours, Life and Death: 1 Cor. 3. ult. in life, good men do work; after death, they enter into joy; yea, into the joy of their Lord; they are glorified together, Rom. 8.17.Particeps eſt herilis gaudij. Grot. in Mat. 25.23. Here they ſerve, there they are ſerved, Luk. 12.37. Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants which waited for their Lord, whom at his comming, hee ſhall finde watching; Verily I ſay unto you, that hee ſhall girde himſelf, and make them ſit down to meat, and will come forth and ſerve them: Moſes cryed out paſsionately, Lord, ſhew mee thy glory; God will now anſwer that prayer,Honorem illis novum habebit at (que) inſolitum Grctius. in loc. but then his deſire of life muſt be de­nyed, for no man can ſee my face, and live; upon which words Saint Auguſtine meditating, cryed out, Moriar Domine ut te videam, Let mee die Lord, that I may ſee thee. And indeed, Paul told him, that he muſt be diſſolved, if he would bee with Chriſt: A ſoul that is  [...] winged with divine love, is like a poor bird in a cage, ſits often ſad, becauſe impriſoned,Chryſoſt. In Acts 26. looks through the wires, ſings when the Sun comes at it, but alaſs, it ſets by and by, and a clou­dy diſmal night follows it: The ſouls clear viſions of God are too glorious for this ſtate; here it is rara hora, br [...]vis mo­ra, as Bernard phraſeth it; the man whoſe piety is ſteddy, and induſtry great, ſees here through a glaſs darkly, there face, to face; and then hee ſhall know, even as hee is known; When you therefore wonder why good men die, you for­get too much the trouble of life, and the glory after death: Jacobs Motto agrees well with their experience: Few and evil have been my daies. So great are the exigencies and ne­ceſsities of the preſent ſtate, that it requires the skill of the wiſeſt man, and moſt ſelf-obſerving, to give a catalogue of thoſe imperfections which all perſons feel and groan under; the happineſſe of infancy is, that wee feel only the trouble of what is preſent, and wrack not our ſelves with fears of what is future; when we get up to underſtanding there are boiſterous luſts, like cruel Pyrates, ſetting upon us that we cannot quietly ſail to the Haven of peace and reſt. What it is to be wiſe, and live in the enjoyment of God, and a mans ſelf-buſy-paſsions ſcarce ſuffer the Juvenile age to make en­quirry: If a man come to old age, hee is an Imperious In­fant, [Page]or a childe in authority: If a man bee good, the Devil ſets on him, Waſpes are buſie where the honey is. If hee cannot bee hindred from doing good, which is the Devils firſt deſign, hee ſhall bee Fly-blown with pride, which is the ſecond, and as dangerous. Upon due thoughts it will bee found that for us to ſerve God here, is our great wiſdome; for us to dye when God pleaſeth, is Gods great mercy. La­bour in the Lord ſhall not bee in vain, but the reward of Labour in the Lord, is when wee dye in the Lord; For then wee reſt from our labours,Rev. 14.13. and our works follow us.
Hitherto our Diſcourſe hath tended to give ſatisfaction to this enquiry why Moſes dyed: It remains that wee draw ſome Corollaries, and ſo make application to all your conſciences.
	1 The death of Moſes ſpeaks ſomething to all that ſtand in the ſame relation to God, that hee did, viz. that are his ſervants, publick inſtruments for the doing of his work.
	2 The death of Moſes ſpeaks ſomething to all thoſe, who are in a capacity of loſing perſons ſo eminently uſe­full and beneficiall to them, as Moſes was to the Iſraelites.

I begin my Diſcourſe with all thoſe that are in publick imployment, and are ſincerely faithful to the truſts com­mitted to them, whether they be Magiſtrates or Miniſters: Two things are proper advice, from all that wee have hi­therto ſpoke upon this Text.
Corol. 1. Promiſe not to your ſelves long life: One would have thought if any man in the world might have bee confident of his life, ſure Moſes might, till hee had carried the people through the Wilderneſs, and brought them into the Land of Canaan; this buſineſs was that which God ſet him about. It was the fulfilling of the ancient Promiſe made to Abraham; Gods glory was ingaged to per­fect it, that his Name might not bee diſhonoured by the heathen round about, who had ſeen, or heard of all his Miracles. Moſes knew the people, and was much honour­ed by them; and ſo one would imagine the fitteſt man in the world for it, yet Moſes dyeth.
[Page] Know therefore that when you are about the beſt work, the moſt excellent deſign, moſt honourable for God, moſt uſefull for others, yet then death comes with commiſſion, the ſhadows of the evening ſtretch themſelves upon you, it is no longer day; And when this night comes, no man can work.
When firſt thou didſt en­tice to thee my heart; I thought the ſervice brave See Herberts Poems.Philoſophers obſerve, that a very great calmneſs uſually goes before a mighty Earthquake; Such folly and mad­neſs hath ſpread it ſelf upon the hearts of men, that gene­rally they promiſe to themſelves, what God never promiſed them, and promiſe not to themſelves, what hee hath promiſed them. God never perſwaded men to bee Chriſtians by con­ſtant health, by long life, by applauſe and honour, but hee hath told us of a providence about us that ſhall make all things work for good. Wormwood wee may drink, but it ſhall turn to health, that wee ſhall not dye, or that wee ſhall not dye at thirty, as well as at threeſcore, God hath not ſpoke one ſyllable; but hee hath told us of a great glory hereafter, and that our labour ſhall not bee in vain in the Lord. If ever a good man might have hoped for exempti­on from ſuch ſore calamities, ſure Job might, then, when they fell upon him,Immenſi prae­conii eſt bo­num eriam in­ter malos ex­titiſſe. Gregor. Mag. though hee lived not among the Jews, but in the land of Uz, yet hee was perfect and upright, hee feared God, and eſehewed evill. The Sun-ſhine of outward plenty, put not out the fire of his devotion; hee did but fear that his ſons might ſin, It may bee that my ſons have ſinned, verſ. 5. and hee muſt ſend for them, and ſanctifie them, and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. Did not' Job hope for a happy life from hence? Yes, When I looked for good, Job 30.26. then evill came unto mee, and when I waited for light, then came darkneſs? Was hee not one that acted the part of a good Magiſtrate? Yes, Hee was eyes to the blinde, and feet to the lame, hee was a father to the poor, Job 29. and the bleſsing of him that was ready to periſh, came up­on him. But the concluſion which hee made, did not follow from the premiſes;Job 29.18. Then I ſaid I ſhall dye in my neſt, and I ſhall multiply my dayes as the ſand. Long life and peace, were things preſumed; but you will finde it a ſad miſtake, [Page]if you peruſe the next Chapter, verſ. 15. T [...]rr [...]urs are tur­ned upon mee, verſ. 23.Job Chap. 30. I know that thou wilt bring mee to death, and to the houſe appointed for all living. His harp was turned to mourning, and his organ into the voyce of them that weep.
In the time of our Saviours greateſt joy,Luke 9.28, 29, 30, 31. when the faſhion of his countenance was altered, and his rayment was white and gliſtering, and Moſes and Elias appeared in glory, they ſpake to him of his deceaſe. I could wiſh all perſons of worth and excellency in their mutual converſe, in their contribution of aſsiſtance for the promoting of the moſt pious intereſts, would ſometimes entertain one another with a diſcourſe about their deceaſe, for that would pluck up the weeds of vain hopes, and fond imaginations which are apt to grow in the hearts of good men.
And though ſome men, whoſe thoughts are ſo immer­ſed in ſecular and worldly affairs that they are ſcarce at leaſure to conſider whether their ſtrength bee the ſtrength of braſs or clay: Though they bee guilty of this miſtake, whoſe lives meet with few hours of pain, and their little ſadneſs is but like vinegar put into ſweet ſauce, makes it taſte better, or like a harſh note in muſick, that goes be­fore a ſweet one, forcing the ear to bee more cove­tous, and making the harmony more grateful; yet it is wonderfully ſtrange, that they who by long ſtudy and ſerious thoughts have macerated their bodies and made them ſickly, who are like a flower expoſed to the violence of the North wind, and have no ſhelter; that ſuch as theſe ſhould forget their death, ſeems to bee incredible: Did not ſad experience tell it was too true. I would not bee as the Screech-owl, a meſſenger of death to any one, much leſs to my beloved brethren in the Miniſtry, I would gladly bee as the Crow on the Capitol, who when ſhee could not ſay, It is well, ſaid, It ſhall bee well: I cannot ſay, [...]. It is well with us, when Mr. Vines, Mr. Froſt, Mr. Bright, Sueton. Domit. are carried to their graves, I would ſay, It ſhall bee well, and the next year ſhall produce no ſuch ſad ſpectacies. But neither my Text, nor the occaſion of this ſolemn Aſſembly, make mee able to promiſe it: In the former you finde a Prophet, [Page]that never had one like him (till the Son of God appear­ed) dead before you; By the latter you may bee informed, that a holy man may have his Autumu even in his Spring, and his leaves may drop aſunder before hee bee well ripe. When the Sons of the Prophets came forth to Eliſha, they ſaid to him, Knoweſt thou that the Lord will take away thy Maſter from thy head to day? hee anſwered, Yes, I know it, hold you your peace. 2 King. 2.3. If I ſhould tell you that your Saviour is dead, I might ſay, Know you that your Maſter lay in the grave, and the ſervant muſt not bee better than his Lord. But now I ſay, Know you that God hath taken away from you your fellow-ſervant? I preſume you will anſwer mee, Wee know it, hold you your peace. Yet I am ready to urge that Queſtion thrice, as the Sons of the Prophets did; for I am ſure that which you know quickly, you may forget haſti­ly. It is not haſty ſhowers, but ſoft ſnow that ſoaks deep, whilſt the former runs off as faſt as it comes, the latter gently creeps in at every chink of ground.
Let mee humbly therefore beſeech you, to think again, and again, to look wiſhly upon the Text, and upon the Grave of that uſefull friend whom God hath now taken from us; And then I queſtion not, but you will bee pre­pared for the ſecond thing which the Text recommends to your practice.
Corol. 2. Then it is good reaſon you ſhould do your work, as faſt, and as well as you can.
It is good reaſon, 
	1 Becauſe you are ſervants.
	2 Becauſe you are dying ſervants.

1 Conſider, you are ſervants: If you bee asked, Why ſtand you idle, and go not down into Gods Vineyard? you cannot anſwer, God hath not called us: Shall ſervants loyter? It was Moſes commendation, that as a ſervant hee was faithfull in all Gods houſe: Let it bee yours: Suffer mee to propound a few Queries: Let all your conſciences anſwer them.
Query 1. Is it not your Juſtice: Is not your ſervice a debt? Ought you not to diſcharge it? Have you a right to your ſelves? Did you make and redeem, or do you now preſerve your ſelves? Hath God no way ingaged you? [Page]Did God give you your parts and talents to bee laid up in napkins, or doth hee expect his own with due improve­  [...]ent? or were not your gifts given you for others ſake? as the mothers breaſt for the childes advantage.Mr. Gurnals Chriſtian Ar­mour, Part. 1. p. 333.
A moſt accurate Preacher hath ſaid truly, ‘If the Mi­niſter labour not to increaſe his ſtock, hee is the worſt Theef in the Pariſh. It is wicked for a man truſted with the improving of Orphans eſtates, to let them lye dead by him, much more for a Miniſter not to improve his gifts, which I may call the Town ſtock, given for the good of the ſouls of both rich and poor.’
Or have you a minde it ſhall bee ſaid at your death, There is gone the unjuſt ſervant, that called God Maſter, but ſerved the Devil.
Quer. 2. Is not faithful ſervice, the expreſſion of your ingenuity? Are you not beholden to God? Do not mercies make thee reſolve to preſent thy ſelf to him,Rom. 12.1. which is thy reaſonable ſervice? Can you forget how paſſionately the bleeding Saviour ſaid, If thou loveſt mee feed my ſheep; Loveſt thou mee, feed my lambs: Have divers luſts and pleaſures which you have ſerved too long, Tit. 3.3. Done you greater favours than God?
Quer. 3. Is it not your ſecurity? The Coward that runs away in this ſervice ſhall certainly bee killed: If Jonah will go to Tarſus, a ſtorm muſt follow him, and overtake him; Do wee provoke God to jealouſie? 1 Cor. 10. [...] are wee ſtranger than hee? Oh remember often thoſe dreadful words of our Sa­viours, Take the unprofitable ſervant, and c [...]ſt him it to ever­laſting burning. The ſervant that had work to do, and began to drink and bee drunken; His Lord will come in a day when hee looketh not for him, and will cut him in ſunder, Luke 12.46. M [...]s crat do­minorum no­men ſervis in fronte ſcribere. Ari [...]ophan [...] Babylonios ſ [...]rvos cum fronte inſcrip­tâ introduxit in Scenam. Grot. in loc. and will ap­point him his portion with the unbeleevers. None were ſafe when the earth was hurt, Rev. 7.3. but the ſervants of God who were ſealed in their fore-heads. Do you think you ſhall alwaies live at Gods table, to delight in the Devils drudgery? No, at length you muſt have their portion too, Depart yee curſed, I know you not. Wee may flatter, and deceive men, but wee cannot that God, who will not bee mocked, who tells us, That hee will require the blood of others at our hands.
[Page] Quer. 4. Doth not your compaſſion to others force it? You that are Gods Stewards, have this for your work in Gods houſhold,Luke 12.42. To give them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon; Can you forbear to break the bread of life to ſouls; ſouls for which Chriſt dyed? Can you forget how paſſio­nately hee ſaid, If yee love mee feed my ſheep? Have you neither love to Chriſt, nor his ſheep neither? Do you not remember that your Saviour had compaſſion on the mul­titude, becauſe they had nothing to eat, and hee would not ſend them away faſting,Mat. 15.32. leſt they ſhould faint by the way? Oh that wee had as much love to ſouls as Chriſt had to bodies, How many have continued many years, and never yet taſted the bread of life! Oh what ſad deliqui­ums, what fainting fits at death! what dreadfull horror, when they ſhall enter into the borders of Eternity, and ſee themſelves ſeparated from the true portion of immortal ſpirits! Will they not bee ready to upbraid your cruelty, and unmercifulneſs. Obſerve what ridiculous and abſurd things ſinners make themſelves here. The covetous man that hath more than enough, yet perplexeth himſelf with his own wants, look how like a fool hee goes leading his horſe in his hand, and carrying his ſaddle on his back till hee bee pickled in his own ſweat, when his horſe would with eaſe carry him, and his ſaddle too. Look what a fool the proud man is, that will needs bee popular, and do every thing to bee honoured by others, yet himſelf is as much afraid, left this ſecret plummet which puts all the wheels in motion, ſhould bee diſcovered, as a Theef is to bee taken in the very act; and if hee have the hat and the knee of ſpe­ctators: the poor man doth as the Aſs, that thought ſhee was honoured, when alas it was the image ſhee carried. It is not the man (for him they ſcorn) but the fine cloaths, and the great eſtate, that is ſo much Idolized; for ſo a dull beaſt ſhall command the eyes of the multitude with gaudy trappings, when one of better ſpirit and ſer­vice ſhall not bee looked on. Do you not minde what a Swilling-tub a beaſtly Drunkard is? what a childiſh Ape hee is that is given to chambering and wantonneſs? Look how the poor diſcontented man like the Silkworm, eats [Page]out his own bowels? Can you ſee all this, and much more which your own thoughts tell you, and not pitty the de­generate eſtate of loſt man?
Oh what is become of the glory of Gods Creation! How hath this fair Picture loſt the oriency of all its co­lours, that beauty of all its Lineaments? Caſt your eyes upon the excellency of a true Chriſtian, who is bonorum rector, malorum victor, one that knows how to want, how to abound; one whoſe goodneſs and wiſdome, ſtrikes an awe and reverence into all that converſe with him, the prophane perſon fears him, the hypocrite counterfeits him, as knowing hee hath no beauty, unleſs painted with thoſe colours? Can you ſee ſinners want theſe perfections and bee ſatisfied? Hath the Devils malice done ſo much miſchief? Shall your affectionate compaſſion do no good? but the dreadful terrors of Eternity (mee thinks) ſhould ſtrike fire out of a flint. All vice is folly here, and this folly will bee puniſhed with weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth hereafter. Oh think when you are preaching, it may bee here are many that have not hearkned to Gods voyce, and God may now be about to ſwear that they ſhall never enter into his reſt. Can this enter into your ſerious thoughts, and you forget to do the work of faithful ſer­vants: If it bee poſſible, perſwade this fooliſh world to leave mudwalls for good food, and Peſt-houſes for health­full air.Tibinobilius eſt ſervire quam regna mundi capeſſe­re, merito, quando ex ſer­vis filii, exim­piis Juſti de eaptius reddi­mur abſoluti. Caſſidor. in orat. p. 439. Herbe [...]ts Odor: p. 169. new. Ed.
Query 5. Is it not your glory and perfection, your own great honour and priviledge, to bee Gods ſervants? Abraham is Gods ſervant, but hee is his friend too, Iſa. 41.8. Moſes is his ſervant, but Moſes ſees him face to face.
How ſweetly doth My Maſter ſound, My Maſter.
As Amber-greeſe leaves a rich Sent unto the Taſter.
So do theſe words a ſweet Content
An oriental fragranoy, My Maſter.

[Page] With theſe all day I do perfume my minde: ſo Mr. Herbert, that pious, and moſt incomparably ingenious Poet of whom it is ſaid, That in his ordinary ſpeech when hee made mention of the bleſſed Name of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, hee uſed to adde, My Maſter, Who is it, I beſeech you, that you can glory in as your Maſter? your ſelves, your luſts, the world, the Devil, or God; which is greateſt honour to bee Ambaſſador for a wiſe Prince, or to bee a ſlave to a baſe beggar?
 [...]
  [...] Ariſtoph, Plut.


Alas, wee are too much fools to bee fit to rule our ſelves, and the Devil hath wit enough, but it is to cheat us, and make us miſerable.
The Philoſopher hath well obſerved,Ariſt. pol. lib. 1. cap. 3.  [...]. that there is  [...], one whoſe weak ſpirits, and crazie intellectuals ſhew him born to bee in ſubjection to another wiſer than himſelf, and the beſt character that can bee given of him is,  [...], hee is able to bee under Autho­rity; hee is not ſo wilful as to refuſe government, not ſo ſtubborn as to ſcorn direction. Unhappy and miſerable creature that cannot ſee it ſelf, and will not bee led by a ſeeing guide. The greateſt favour that can bee done to children, is to put them under the inſpection of wiſe and ſober Tu­tors; and it is childrens credit when under them; to bee like ſoft wax warmed, that will receive any impreſſion: It is the happineſs of an Angel to comply with the Divine will: ſure it muſt bee ours, who are yet in a ſtate of infancy and nonage, ready to run headlong into all dangers to conſult the Oracle of heaven, and take Gods advice in all wee go about; [...]. Plut.  [...]. for it any thing bee rational, this is: Where the ſu­periour is infallibly wiſe, righteous, and good; there the inferiour cannot do himſelf ſo great a courteſie, as univer­ſally to ſurrender his uncertain, fallible, mutable will to him in all things. I wonder not therefore that David chuſeth to bee a door keeper, and that hee cryes out ſo [Page]pathetically, Pſal. 116.16. O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant.
I might at large proſecute this great argument to dili­gence, and fidelity by propounding, 
	1 The excellency of all Gods Laws.
	2 The great reward which his bounty hath promiſed. Compare the former with your own paſſions, the latter with ſhame and death, the onely profit that can bee reaped from ſin, and it will eaſily bee granted, that every prodigal when he comes to himſelf, will quickly cry out, Make mee as one of thy hired ſervants: And indeed a right under­ſtanding in this point, makes the ſervice to bee ſuch as it ſhould bee; For hee that looks upon God as a hard Ma­ster, will either hide the Talent in a Napkin, and do no­thing, or elſe that which is as good as nothing; whilſt hee hath better thoughts of ſin, and the pleaſures of this world, then hee hath of God, and of the rewards which hee will give to them that obſerve him. Gods Creation, Preſer­vation, and Redemption, give him a right to us, and make our ſervice neceſſary: but the excellency of his nature, the goodneſs of his worke, the future happineſs promiſed, make the ſervice cheerful.

The ſumme of all is, Yee are ſervants: And then your Juſtice, your Ingenuity, your Security, your Compaſſion, your Glory, requires faithfulneſs.
I conclude this Conſideration with Mr. Perkins Motto.
Miniſter Chriſties, hoc age,
 Thou art Chriſts ſervant, minde thy work.

We have at length finiſhed the firſt Conſideration, which ſhould promote care in Gods ſervice. I ſhall briefly urge the ſecond.
Conſideration 2. Yee are not onely ſervants, but dying ſervants, and therefore do your work as well,Dying ſervants and as faſt as you can. When Mr. Calvin grew ſickly, and ſome friends diſſwaded him from ſome imployments, hee gave [Page]this anſwer, Vultiſne Chriſtum me invenire  [...]tioſum? Would you have Chriſt finde mee idle? Shall death, a Meſſenger that was never idle, but alwayes did his errand, finde us idle when Chriſt ſends it? there is a night coming when wee cannot work, and it is very like our day is a Winter day, not a Summer day. Play the leſſon God hath ſet you whilſt the Inſtrument is in tune, the weather will alter pre­ſently, and then the ſtrings will fall, or break.
Per columbam ſimplicitas, per ignem zelus judicatur. In cap. 1. Job. Gregory hath obſerved that the Spirit of God deſ­cended in two ſhapes, the firſt was of a Dove, the laſt of Fire; the firſt ſhewed Innocency and Simplicity; the laſt Zeal and Activity: That wee muſt do no harm, is certain, (let none but helliſh ſlaves carry Plague-ſores about them) but that wee muſt do good, bee fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, is as certain: What good from an eye that is al­wayes covered with its own lid, or from fire that is al­wayes buried in the aſhes, or a ſhip that alwayes lyes at anchor? You muſt bee doing, for God will ere long ſay, Give an account of your ſtewardſhip, you muſt bee no longer ſtewards.
The laſt words almoſt which were heard from that fa­mouſly learned, and pious Biſhop of Armagh, were, Lord in ſpecial forgive my ſins of omiſsion; yet hee was ſingularly induſtrious in writing, reading, exhorting, inſtructing. Sins of omiſſion will at death go nearer our hearts than wee thought they would in life. Bee as zealous for God all your life, as you thought you ſhould bee when you firſt en­tred on this publick imployment for God, and as you re­ſolved to bee when you laſt lay upon a bed of ſickneſs. But ſad experience findes the common obſervation too true, That bells ſtrike thick while they are riſing, but ſtand ſtill, and give no ſound at all when they are at full pitch, Wee forget what wee were, and what wee ſhall bee, and conſider not what a great account wee muſt ſuddenly make, and therefore fall aſleep, and do not by deep medi­tation, winde up thoſe weights which muſt keep our ſouls in ſpiritual motion; Wee finde in nature, that ſtones the nearer the center, move faſter. Wee finde the Devil raging, becauſe his time was ſhort; Hev. 12.12. Shall not wee bee as induſtri­ous [Page]who have but little time for better work; reprove ſin to day, as a man that may dye at night,Nemo reſtituet annos nemo iterum te tibl reddet. Seneca de Brevit. vit [...] cap. 8. for when thou dyeſt, the opportunity is loſt, then you know not how to beſeech ſinners to bee reconciled, then it is too late to make Dives his motion. Oh that my brethren were warned not to come into this flame!
The Stoick ſaith truly, Maximum vivendi impedimentum eſt, Idem cap. 9. expectatio qua pendet ex craſtino, The greateſt impe­diment to a good life, is hope of living to morrow. They who pleaſe themſelves with their own thoughts and com­pany, ſometimes finde they are at their journies end, be­fore they thought that they had been near it. Men that ſleep ſecurely wonder ſo much time ſhould bee gone, as they finde there is when they awake: Whilſt wee are im­ployed in things worldly and ſenſual, our time is gone, but our work is not done.
I read lately Chryſoſtomes third Homily upon the Acts, wherein becauſe I found many things, which affected and awakened mee much. I ſhall recommend them to your conſideration.
I am perſwaded ſaith hee, [...]. That very few of them who are intruſted with the Goſpel, and the care of ſouls, ſhall bee ſaved, the far greater part is damned; my reaſon is,  [...], ſc. This work requires a ſoul more than ordinary, hee had need have a thouſand eyes in his head, and have them all awake. The ſin of a publick Miniſter gives more offence, than of a pri­vate perſon. God could better bear with the diſcontent of an ordinary Jew, than hee could with the paſſion of Moſes.  [...].
 Which of us ſhews ſo much care of the flock of Chriſt, as Jacob did of his Uncle Labans, In the day the drought conſumed mee, and the froſt by night, and my ſleep departed from mine eyes. Gen. 31.40. I value (ſaith hee) nothing more than the light, yet I could wiſh to bee blinde, if by that means I might open the eyes of your mindes, and convert your ſouls, yea this I could wiſh a thouſand times: [...]. I wiſh you may never further make experiment by your ini­quity, of the truth of this vaſtaffection: When ſo great [Page]a calamity befalls mee, as if any of you ſin, Let mee periſh, if I bee not like one paralytical, or in an extaſie, that I can truly ſay with the Prophet, [...]. As for the light of mine eyes it is gone from mee, Pſal. 38.10. I hope this fire warms.

I would adde more force to theſe conſiderations of our relation as ſervants, of our ſudden diſcharge from that relation by death, but that my charity forbids mee to ſuſpect that others needs ſo much as myſelf, to awaken conſtant dili­gence; and to prevent that dull Lethargie which is apt to creep upon us.
Tanta ſane diligentia ſub­jectos ſibi po­pulos rexit & omnia & om­nes quaſi ſua eſſent, curaret. De Antonio pio. Julius Capitolinus.God grant that all Chriſtian Magiſtrates may minde the affairs of all particular perſons under them, as if they were their own: And that all Miniſters of the Goſpel, may ſin­cerely endeavour to ſave themſelves, and them that hear them, not preaching themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and themſelves the ſervants of others for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4.5.
I have now finiſhed the firſt part of my task, which was to draw practical inferences that did concern all that ſtood in Moſes relation, that were Gods publick officers in the world, acting for him by his direction; the other part muſt now bee undertaken, which wee hope will more briefly bee diſpatched: It is to tell you, what Moſes death ſpeaks to all thoſe, who are daily in a capacity of loſing ſuch ſer­vants of God, who are uſefull to them in their generation, as Moſes was to the Iſraelites in his.
Wee have heard what Moſes death ſpoke to Joſhua, and the Elders of Iſrael, let us now hear what it ſpeaks to the people, and it recommends five things.
What Moſes death ſpeaks to the people.1 Let no man bee Idolized, bee hee what hee will, hee is but a ſervant, and a dying one too, a flower, yet withering and fading. Epiphanius ſaith, That in Arabia Moſes was accounted a god, and there his Image was worſhipped; their reaſon was becauſe of the miracles which hee wrought; Sure they knew not that hee was but a ſervant, and that hee dyed in the Wilderneſs: Fools wee are to a­dore the conduit-pipe, and forget the Fountain. Wee look to inſtruments, and forget the principal Agent: [Page]When Pharaoh conſulted Joſeph as an Oracle, hee wiſely told him, God ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace: When Paul and Barnabas come to preach the Goſpel; if they may bee looked upon as gods for their Miracles, the mali­cious Devil is as well pleaſed, as if they had bee ſcorned or trampled on.
And if ſome great Schollars bee not miſtaken, the great reſpect which were in the world to the better ſort of men among Heathens, [...]. Chryſoſt ad 12 cap. 2. ad Co­rinthos. Luodo: Vives in Comment. in Auguſt de Civit. Dei. I am not igno­rant that Gro­tius gives ano­ther account of the original of this practice viz. becauſe the ſtars had been by the Aſtronomers caſt into the forms and ſhape [...] of Beaſts. See Ex­plicat. De ealog. p. 28. Plut. de Defect. Orac. and holy men amongſt Chriſtians have ſerved his intereſt, more to bring in Idolatry, than the baſe practiſes and wanton wits of prophane men could to bring in Atheiſm; for by this art (it is thought) the ſilly beaſts came to bee worſhipped as gods; for whereas ſeve­ral Princes and great men, applauded by the people, had ſeveral devices and emblems which they bare in their Shields or Creſts (ſome beſt liking Dogs, others Lions; Wolves, or Cats, as ſympathy of nature, fancy, or particu­lar occaſion led them) the ſpectators mindes were by little and little tainted, and for the mans ſake began to give ado­ration to the Beaſts, till poſterity looked upon them as Co­adjutors, and helpers in all victorious ſucceſs in war, or proſperous events in peace.
I might at large proſecute this notion, if I had time to view Popiſh Images: Wee ſometimes finde a ſordid, but a cunning fellow, turned out at one door, to ſneak in at ano­ther: When Paganiſh Idolatry muſt fall to the ground, and the Iles hear a d [...]leful voyce, that the Great god Pan is dead, the Devil joyns with the multitude of Chriſtians, and cryes down all the ancient duties, but it is that hee may the more applaud the Saints; and then you know, if any perſon bee much beloved, his picture ſhall bee deſired. Experience hath given ſad teſtimony, that adulterous hearts, when they once had Minions, pleaſed themſelves more with them, than with their lawful Conſorts. To this day the Devil hath no ſuch engine to winde up the hearts of the faithleſs Jews to ſuch an incredible height of unbelecf, as their high thoughts of Moſes, and of that Law, which they kiſs and reverence: Inſomuch that this is now their ſetled maxime, that no perſon can bee looked on as com­ing [Page]from God, that doth not eſtabliſh the Moſaical Occo­nomy, the fancy of whoſe perpetuity would prejudice and take away the efficacy of that great Argument,Maimon. Fund. legis with Vorſtius. uſed by our bleſted Saviour, I mean Miracles.
I am perſwaded the Devil hath plaid the ſame game, in theſe late years of the Chriſtian world; for when men are perſwaded to have mens perſons in admiration, either the ad­mired creatures continue what they were thought to bee, & then God is little acknowledged, or if they turn to error and bad practice, either their admirers ſee it not, and ſo follow them, or if they do ſee it, then it is a good argument to Scepticiſme, and make men ſuſpect all Religion. I perſwade my ſelf, moſt Sects (which have cauſed woful diviſions) have aroſe from Idolizing the Sect-maſter. It is known well enough that a Maſters errour is no ſmall temptation to a Scholar: And indeed there is no temptation to the Maſter, like the admiration of the Scholar.
But I forget my ſelf, and ſtay too long upon this head; Lonly ſuggeſt that then wee Idolize any man: 
	1 When wee ſet him up as a Dictator, to beleeve and act as hee would have us, without his ſhewing Gods Com­miſſion for what is propounded by him to us. For who dethroned God, and ſet up man as the ruler of my faith and life?
	2 When wee are ſo diſ-ſatisfied at the loſs of any crea­ture that wee enjoy not quiet of minde in God, and beleeve not his ability to ſupply that loſs; as if God could not make the ſtream to run as well for our advantage in ano­ther channel. It is a ſign when the caſe is thus, that wee put the ſervant into the Maſters place, and make account the Families welfare depends on him who is ſent, and not on him who ſends him. Whatſoever hee bee, though ex­cellently adorned with the accompliſhments of a man, with the perfections of a Chriſtian, know, if hee do good, it is becauſe God bleſſeth him, the Inſtrument makes no Muſick, unleſs ſome curious hand touch it; and know, that all that glory thou admireſt is carried in an earthen veſſed, and a little knock may break that Pitcher which hath often brought good water from the bubling [Page]fountain. Let theſe conſiderations keep our affections ſo­ber; for if men bee once inordinate in paſſion, and liſten to temptation, you had as good talk to mad men, and the De­vil knew there was ſuch amongſt the Jews, and therefore contended about the body of Moſes with the Angel. Not queſtioning but they who were ſo ready to worſhip a gol­den Calf, would quickly have ſome devotion to pay upon his Sepulchre; but the phyfick, and thoſe cordials which do no good when nature is ſpent, are proper and ſucceſ­ful medicines, before ſtrength bee too much impaired, and ſpirits waſted. Thoſe arguments which ſpeak to ſober, in­different, or not over much prejudiced Auditors, are to others whoſe paſſions are engaged, like lightning, which goes through a porous body, and leaves no impreſſion, nor any teſtimony of its preſence there.

Got cauſeth the Sun to riſe, like a Gyant to run its courſe, and he makes it to ſet at night; God ſends forth men into the world to bee uſeful, they are his ſervants; hee calls them home, they dye; Let God every where bee acknowledged, no man [...]dolized.
2 Yet Moſes his death, chargeth you that they bee not ſleighted: Servants indeed they are, but they are Gods ſervants, they dye, but it is God that calls them from you to himſelf that he may reward them: Have you any good Magiſtrates? thank God for them, live quietly under them in all godlineſs and honeſly. Have you good Miniſters that labour in the word and doctrine? bleſs God for them; they beſeech you, as in Gods ſtead that you would bee re­conciled to him, reſpect the Ambaſſador for his ſake that ſends him; thoſe whom you value not upon their own ac­count, value as they ſtand in relation to God. I preſume no man can eaſily bee ſo fond and ignorant as to imagine that hee is bound to think, every one that hath the name and the garb of a Miniſter, muſt bee looked on as Gods ſer­vant; No it is too evident that many carrie Gods livery on their backs, which do the D [...]vils ſervice, with their hands: Unto many of whom, even men may ſay, what God will, when they talk of propheſying in Chriſts Name, Yee are workers of iniquity, wee know you not; and [Page]if Korah, Dathan and Abiram, will offer ſtrange fire, the con­gregation muſt leave them:
But I now ſpeak of thoſe whoſe ſtudy and prayer is to ſave themſelves, and them that hear them, who prayes to their people whileſt they are ſpectators, as well as whileſt they are auditors; they are would convert ſouls to righte­ouſneſs; let them bee reſpected for their works ſake; yea, for their Maſters ſake, let them bee reputed ſervants of the moſt high God: The Devil found it would bee a good way to pine and ſtarve the vitals of Chriſtianity, to make the feet lame,Mr. Baxters learned and excellent Diſ­courſe, to prove that over doing is undo­ing; in his di­rections for peace of con­ſcience. and the hands feeble, if hee made the head too bigge, if hee put a Pope into St. Peters chair; and then the deſign ever after ſhould be, more to maintain their own grandeur and greatneſs, than the life and power of godli­neſs: If the Proteſtant Religion findes out this temptation, then ſcorn, vilifie, down with Miniſters, and Miniſtry, vilifie the perſons, and that will help to make the Doctrin vile.
I cannot forget how angry God was even with Aaron and Miriam, Numb. 12. For alas! even they could ſpeak againſt Moſes: Wherefore ſaith God, were yee not afraid to ſpeak againſt my ſervant Moſes? verſ. 8. And the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt them: Why, what had they ſpoke? ſee verſ. 2. Hath the Lord ſpoke only by Moſes; he married the Aethiopian, a ſtrange woman, hee is not ſo much wiſer than wee. God will not bear any thing which manifeſts contempt of them that are imployed by him.
But the beſt way to ſhew reſpect to them, that now con­ſecrate themſelves to Gods ſervice, is to accept of the Do­ctrine which they preach (viz.) the holy commands and promiſes of the Goſpel: What though ſome of them have not ſuch parts, ſuch ſagacious apprehenſions, ſuch peircing expreſſions, ſuch lively repreſentations of their thoughts: remember, that Iſaiah was a noble man, and nearly allyed to the King. Amos was a Herdſ-man, yet both were Pro­phets. Jeſus Chriſt dieth,Mark. 16. and ſends out poor Fiſher-men, and they do more miracles, and greater than ever hee did; and convert more ſouls: If God pleaſe, the pulſe, the [Page]courſer fare, ſhall make Daniel look better than the reſt: though Moſes muſt not bee idolized, yet Joſhun muſt not be deſpiſed. I of Paul, and I of Apollo, and I of Cophas; ſure yee are carnal: are they not all the ſervants of Chriſt? what, is no ſenſe nor reaſon ſpoke, unleſs it bee adorned with ſuch a degree of eloquence? Is there no light, unleſs there be noon-day glory? this is juſt like a ſilly Country­man, that counts him the King which hath moſt ſilver lace, and can ſhew the biggeſt handfuls of gold: the fooliſh ſports of lacivious fancies, grave and maſculine plety, looks on with a noble contempt; though I love with all my heart to hear diſcourſes, wherein my underſtanding perceives learning, and my affections feel piety, yet I am far from thinking, that one quarter of them is learned, which the world reputes ſo: where the words are ſtarched, and they are ſet together, to make a few fine cadencies, and they pleaſe an itching eare, that affects trifles, but cure no diſ­eaſe, blow away no miſt from the underſtanding, leave no foundation for ſetled peace, or ſober godlineſs:Hieronimus ad Pannachium. Cito tur­gens ſpuma dilabitur, this froth that looks white is preſent­ly waſted. A tumor in the face that gliſters and ſhines much, is contrary to that healthful complexion which makes beau­ty: I would have learning, but it ſhould be to convey truth better to the underſtandings of all that hear mee: learning to make every thing plain, not to make any thing obſcure and difficult.
Mr. Meade uſed to ſay, to preach ſo as people ſhould not underſtand, was like a Shooe-makers bringing home a handſome Shooe, but with a Laſt in it: it looked nearly, but it was of no uſe as it was; for no foot could bee put into it: When I am in pain, and a member gangrenes, talk not to mee how the Chirurgeon looks, but tell mee how fit hee is, and how well skilled for the cure: doth the Prince applaud the Ambaſſador? that hath ſhewed hee could ſpeak elegantly, and had words at will, but left out the potent reaſons, wherewith hee ſhould have ſecu­red the buſineſs, or elſe ſo buried them in his own phraſes, that they were not underſtood: If any one ask why I ſpeak all this, I ſhall tell him no other reaſon but this (I wiſh I had [Page]no more) I would not have the water of life valued, for the Veſſel through which it runs, nor Gods truth for the mans parts, but them for truth; and every one eſteemed as hee is a member of Gods family, and is more or leſs a faith­ful ſervant.
But if you will ſleight them, let mee tell you, they ſhall not be troubleſome to you very long; for Moſes ſhall die: God ſends them now to demand fruit, and to charge you to prepare for eternity, and to invite you to accept of great ſalvation, it may be, it is the laſt time that ever this Meſſen­ger ſhall bee ſent to you, welcome him now or never: Think every time you ſee a godly Miniſter going into the Pul­pit, it may be I ſhall never hear this man more, never hear him pray for my ſoul more, never perceive him entring into my very heart, and command my affections, and raiſe my ſpirit by Goſpel Arguments, and allure mee by divine motives, if not now, never; if not now, nothing muſt ſpeak to mee but his gra [...]e, until the day of judgement, when hee who loved my ſoul, and asked mee why I would die; muſt come in as a witneſſe a­gainſt mee, and juſtifie God in my condemnation, why ſhould I ſlight Gods meſſage, or ſlight him who brings it? Now hee is for ought I know, entring into the joy of his Lord; now God ſo values him, as to reward him.
Surely this arguing is rational, and might eaſily enter into any mans minde, who obſerves but common experi­ence, though hee had nothing elſe to prompt him. — I hope all of you will reap this advantage from the preſent occaſion, to value the perſons, and the Sermons of all con­ſciencious preachers better: idolize them not, was our firſt advice, that is one way to loſe them. Guſtavus the renowned King of Sweden, propheſied truth when hee ſaid, God would take him off, becauſe men too much admired him; yet ſcorn them not, for Ambaſſadors are ſoon called home, when it is deſperate to prevail ſo far as to get fair audience: but howſoever you deal with us, do but practiſe godlineſs, and we ſhall rejoyce; for I queſtion not but holy men can hear­tily preſent Pauls petition: Now I pray to God that yee do no evil, 2 Cor. 13.7. not that wee ſhould appear approved, but that yee ſhould do that which is honeſt, though wee bee as reprobat [...]. Experience [Page]tell us, that good thoughts of the Phyſitian facilitate the cure, and the good health of a ſickly patient, brings credit enough to the Phyſitian.
3 Moſes his death, Chargeth you not to be confident of long life your ſelves: if Palaces crack and fall, ſure weak cotta­ges muſt; if Moſes die, a [...]private Iſraelite muſt not live al­waies: All fleſh is graſs, Iſa. 40.6, 7, 8. Homo cum ſis, id fac ut ſemper intelig as: The Heliotrope, may pride it ſelf, at the Suns preſence, the pretty flowers may open all their heads, and welcome the ſalutes of the grand beauty of this vi­ſible world; but the Sun will ſet, and a night muſt be found every four and twenty hours in Summer, but at length comes a cold Winter, a tedious abſence of the warm beams, and then the leaves drop, and the roots periſh; we are far nearer ſickneſs and death, than wee think wee are: Soul take thine eaſe; that the man ſaid; This night ſhall thy ſoul bee taken away from thee, that God ſaid: Is not this great Babel that I have built for the honour of my name. The great King hath no ſooner ſaid it, but hee hears a voice, that ſpeaks ſomething of a different nature, like the noiſe of a thunder-clap, that ſwallowes up the melody which his ſecure pride made him: The Kingdome is departed. A remarkable check you have to mens vain preſumption of life, in 1 King. 16.8, 9. Elah is drinking himſelf drunk, and his ſervant Zimri comes in and kills him; — Well, Zimri will bee King, promiſeth himſelf much hap­pineſſe in his royalty, but it haſtens his death. Omri beſiegeth him, and when the City is taken,1 King. 16.18 the poor King goes into the Palace, burns the houſe over him with fire, and dies.
The Iſraelites like not Mannah, they muſt needs feed more deliciouſſy; they ſhall; but while the meat was in their mouthes, the wrath of God fell upon them, and ſlew the mightieſt of them; wee are blinde if wee ſee not, that man groweth up as a flower, and is cut down; Job 14.2. hee fleeth as a ſhadow, and continueth not: Every thing in nature tells us of changes; our very Table is but a  [...], a bier, whereon every diſh of meat ſtands as a dead corpſe: I could weep ſometimes, and drop my tears as the dew of [Page]the morning, when I ſee a young man in the pride of his ſtrength,Quis pacturi­entem roſam & papillacam corymbum an­teq [...]m in ca­larnum f [...]andatur orbis, & totâ ruben ium foliorum un­bitione imma­ture demeſium aequis oculis mai ceſſere vi­deat. Hieron. ad Pammachiam ſuper obit. Paulinae uxoris. in the acuteneſs of his parts, in the bloſſome of his beauty, whilſt hee is the delight of friends, and his ſo­ciety the ambition of ſpectators; hee ſits ſtill, and thinks no hurt, when a rude paſſion ſtabs him; or hee is innocently merry, but his juvenile blood is inflamed, hee is ſick, hee groans, hee ſighs, hee dyes: But I reſolve to ſtop the flood-gates, and blame my folly; for it is folly to forget that it is as natural for the graſs to wither, and it is as ordinary for it to bee cut down, as it is to creep out of the womb of the earth: Bee as careful as wee can, good fruit will periſh, becauſe it is worm-eaten, and that which eats it, is bred within it. Juſt when Pharaoh will have bricks made, and build Pyramids; leave Monuments of his greatneſs to poſterity, then is God about to break him, and pluck down the plumes of Aegyptian pride.
And ſurely, if an Iſraelite cannot preſume that long life ſhall bee his portion, an Aegyptian cannot; if a Moſes can­not, then not an Iſraelite; but this fond ſelf-flattery, this great diſeaſe of beſotted humane nature, whilſt I perceive ſo much reaſon as a medicine proper for its cure, and yet ſo little of it received; makes mee ſad, and bewail the deli­rium that hath deprived us of all ſober underſtanding: And indeed who can think of Jonathans great integrity, and read his great miſtake, without ſome degree of this paſ­ſion, 1 Sam. 23. hee ſaid to David, Thou ſhalt bee King over Iſrael, and I ſhall bee next unto thee. Alas, good man, who knew not that hee was to dye in the next battel, and ſhall not the tares▪ bee cut up when the wheat is? Shall not the duſt bee blown away when pearls are? Whether I, or you ſhall bee deaths portion next, I know not, but that wee ſhall all bee, is certain, for Moſes is dead; neither humi­lity, nor meekneſs, power, and greatneſs; neither the love of God to him, nor the love of Iſrael gives a diſpenſation, from deaths claim.
4 Moſes his death: Commands you to prepare for death; nothing will ſecure from it; therefore provide for it: Art thou great or ſmall, in proſperity, in adverſity, the way may differ, it may bee fairer to thee, fouler to [Page]another; but the journies end is the ſame; the debt is due, the day of payment not expreſſed, and therefore it may bee demanded preſently: What have you to ſay when death comes? Will you ſpeak to Time, as Joſhua to the Sun, Stand ſtill, that I may bee avenged of all my adver­ſaries, that I may murder and crucifie thoſe ſins and luſts which have robbed mee of God and Heaven: Alas, you cannot, Times Chariot runs poſt, hee will not hear; or is the grim viſage of death, and the thoughts of eternity, and a day of judgement ſo little formidable, that thou canſt look ſteadily without amazement on them? Alas thy heart fails thee at the thought of them? What cordial then haſt thou? Moſes my ſervant goes before, Death comes after: bee Gods ſervant; and thou art well prepa­red for this charge; bee the Devils ſervant, and have the Devils curſe; bee Gods, and the gift is eternal life: Aaron goes up willingly to Mount Hor and dyes: Moſes when hee ſees it is Gods will, is ſatisfied: Nothing like the teſtimony of a good conſcience, that a man hath been faithful in Gods ſervice; though every one in Gods family bee not a ſteward, a publick officer as Moſes was, yet every one is a ſervant, hath ſome work to do; oh why do you neglect it? Is that a fit time for man to dreſs himſelf in a dark night, when the dreadful cry aſtoniſheth him that his houſe is on fire about his ears? the poor man ſtands naked, amazed, and is either burnt, or runs down the ſtairs, with fears not to bee conceived by any body but himſelf; ſo it is when death fetcheth the ſinner, and conſcience cryes aloud that the fire of hell will ſcorch him, and the great Judge infal­libly condemn him: Is this a time now for him, to put on the ornaments of grace, when hee is putting off the body? No, alas, that is too great a work to bee done ſo ſoon, and hee is too much amazed to go about it: The fear of a danger paſt, kills Nabal, and makes his heart like a ſtone within him. There are ſad inſtances that make it evident, that the time which men allot to make preparation for death, is generally uſeleſs, and ineffectual for that pur­poſe.
[Page] ‘A learned Doctor of our own hath collected three ſad examples which give ſufficient reſtimony to our laſt aſſer­tion,Great Exampl. 3. Part. p. 144. the firſt of them he met with in S. Gregory, who reports of Chryſaurius a Gentleman in the Province of Valeria, rich, and vitious, witty, but laſcivious covetous, proud; that be­ing caſt upon his death bed, he fancied he ſaw evill ſpirits coming to arreſt him, and drag him to hell; hee fell into a great agony, ſhreeked out; And when his diſeaſe grew deſperate, hee cryed out, Give mee reſpite, but till the mor­row, And with thoſe words he dyed. His ſecond example is of a drunken monk, whom Bede mentions; who upon his death-bed ſeemed to ſee hell opened,Lib. 5. c. 15. Hiſt. Gent. Angloium. and a place aſſigned him near Caiaphas, and thoſe which crucified our Saviour. The Religious perſons which ſtood about his bed, called on him to repent of his ſin, to implore the mercies of God, but hee anſwered, this is no time to change my life, the ſentence is paſſed upon mee, it is too late. His third example is one Gunizo, a factious and ambitious perſon, of whom Damianus reports, that the Tempter gave notice to him of his approaching death; but when any man preached re­pentance to him,Biblioth. F. Pp. Tom. 3. out of a ſtrange incuriouſneſs, or the ſpirit of reprobation, hee ſeemed like a dead and uncon­cerned man; in all other Diſcourſes hee was awake, and apt to anſwer.’
Divers now in Cambridge will quickly perceive that theſe three inſtances call to their mindes a fourth, of a woman that lived there, who on a ſick-bed being viſited by divers perſons of piety, and entertained with holy diſcourſes, uſed to ſay nothing but this, Call Time again.
It is true, wee have not every day ſuch remarkable in­ſtances, no more is every murderer hanged upon the Gib­bets, yet ſo many ſuffer this dreadful puniſhment, as to make acts of baſeneſs formidable, and to ſhew the ſore hatred, which a good and compaſſionate Magiſtrate hath againſt them; ſo the former examples demonſtrate that Gods grace (though of abſolute neceſſity to our happineſs) yet then when wee ſhould need it, wee may either forget, or elſe not finde it, wee thought wee ſhould, at the com­mand of our wiſhes.
[Page] But what is the deſign of poor beſotted man? Let a ſickneſs arreſt us, a Phyſitian is ſent for, an eſtate, a great revenue ſhall bee parted with for Time, get but health, and then any man ſhall have it for a trifle: Nay wee are weary of it if it muſt bee ſpent in the thoughts of God and eterni­ty; then this ſhort, very ſhort life, is too long for us: Men that are full of buſineſs in the world, talk like Auguſtus, Aliquande ſe victurum ſibi ſperabat, he hoped he ſhould ſome­time live to enjoy himſelf, and they long paſſionately for a great Vacation; but when it may bee in their power, they act like Turannius, who after the ninetieth year of his age, having received a diſcharge from Caeſar, and got liberty to bee freed from Court attendance,Componi ſe in lecto, & ve­lur exanimem a circumſtante familia plangi juſſit. Sene­ca de Brevit­vitae, cap. ult. will needs bee laid in his bed, like one that hath breathed his laſt, and all his family muſt bewail the old mans death. The God of heaven will tel us at the day of judgement, how little wee knew what to do with our ſelves, and our time when we had fair oppor­tunities to prepare for death, and to work out our ſalvation: God will eaſily convince us, that it was our wilful proſecu­tion of our own luſts which ruined us, and that wee would not come to him that wee might have life.
If any one ſhall ask mee, what ſhould bee done to make preparation for death: I would beg of him, firſt,Nihil minus eſt hominis oe­cupati quam vivere, idem cap. 6. That hee would bee ſo much at leaſure as to bee a while ſerious, if hee can but prevail ſo far with himſelf, as not to bee turned out of doors by his own thoughts, hee will anſwer his own queſtion himſelf, and ſoon reſolve, that to live, is the beſt preparation to dye. Haec quae vides oſſa circumvo­lura nervis, & obductam cu­tem, vultum que & miniſtias manus & caete­ra quibus in­voluti ſumus, vincula ani­morum tene­brae (que); ſunt. Se­neca Conſol. ad Marciam. c. 24.
For it is one thing to bee in the world, another thing to live: To bee a man in the due uſe of all powers and fa­culties in the juſt command of all paſſions, to bee a Chri­ſtian in the exerciſe of all Divine graces, this is to live, o­therwiſe men are dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, and their ſouls are buried in a lump of fleſh.
I perſwade my ſelf in this point, men need more to bee awakened than inſtructed, for who knows not that hee ought to repent, and who underſtands not that by repen­tance, God means that which hee himſelf means, when hee charges a ſon, a friend, a ſervant to repent, viz. That hee [Page]ſhould bee heartily ſorrowful for what is paſt,S. Auguſtinus ſibi juſſera: Pſalmos Di­vidicos de pae­nitentia ſcribi ipſoſ (que) jacens in lecto contra paretem Poſito Jegebat jugi­ter & ubertim flebit. Poſido­nius. and do ſo no more; why then is not the Catalogue of ſin read over till thy heart bee melted with godly ſorrow, and a con­ſtant antipathy againſt iniquity make thee watchful That thou ſin no more leſt a worſe thing come.
Reader, tell mee, Wouldeſt thou not do this, this week, it thou thoughteſt thou ſhouldeſt dye the next? but remem­ber this day cannot bee too ſoon, becauſe to morrow may bee too late. It was a good ſaying of a wiſe Rabbi, It is every mans duty to repent one day before hee dyes; and hee that knows not but that this day may bee his laſt, had need begin to day, and ſo make every day a continued act of repen­tance: Do this to purpoſe now, for ſince nothing makes enmity betwixt the holy God and us but ſin, practiſe this duty daily by ſurveying all thy life, by continuing reſo­lutions of obedience, by holy watchfulneſs, that when the hour of death comes, thou mayeſt have this by thee as a never failing cordial.
And doſt thou not know, that thou wilt then need a ſtrong beleef of this great truth, That God hath mercy for a repenting ſinner, That the caſe of man is not deſperate; That wee have liberty for ſecond thoughts by the New Covenant; That there is a great glory hereafter, and a cer­tain reſurrection to eternal life? why is not this point ſtu­died by thee till thy ſoul bee fully confirmed in this great Article?
Or art thou ignorant that thou ſhalt be unwilling to dye if thy treaſure be not laid up in heaven? [...] Plat. in Phaed. you may pull off a glove with eaſe, but not the skin; you may eaſily ſee a ſoul go hence, that hath none on earth that it deſires in compariſon of God. Whereas a ſoul immerſed in body, uſed to no­thing but eating and drinking, and the pleaſures of the belly,  [...], ſc. that is bewitched by the body, faln in love with it, and imbraceth it; Oh how willing it is to catch at, and claſp about every thing that might make it ſtay in its be­loved tabernacle; Oh be ſure to inure thy minde to things heavenly, and ſpiritual, for inordinate conſent to the plea­ſures of our outward man do  [...] (as the noble Philo­ſopher [Page]ſpeaks) ſtrangely unite our ſouls to our bodies, that they cannot go from that which they count their happineſs without infinite torment and vexation: That day wherein the vanity of the world, the emptineſſe and diſſatisfaction of all corporal delights are not ſo far ſtudied, as to preſerve our love for God, that day did nothing for our proviſion for death.
Reader, all this thou art perſwaded of, practice it; yet for thy comfort and quiet, at the hour of death, remem­ber to familiarize death to thy thoughts in life; a Mariner is not afraid in a ſtorm at Sea, when a childe, or a timo­rous woman quakes for fear in a fair day, on a ſhallow river: Think thy Saviour the beloved Son of God died, and lay in the grave; remember if thou art Chriſts, all things are thine, life, and death; ſeriouſly read, and duly conſider, Heb. 2.14.15.1 Cor. 3. laſt. Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, hee alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, that through death hee might deſtroy him that had the power of death, that is the Devil, and de­liver them, who through fear of death were all their life time ſubject to bondage.
Did wee thus practice, and thus anticipate death by thoughts, wee ſhould finde our childiſh fancies apt to con­verſe with that grim viſage, which at the firſt they ran a­way from.
By this means wee ſhould bee worthy that character of thoſe valiant people.Lucan.
— Animae (que) capaces Mortis. —
Men not tranſported with the love of life, nor inſlaved with the fear of death: Men fit to live; fit to die; men that could triumph, and ſing that glorious  [...], Oh death! w where is thy ſting, Oh grave! where is thy victory?
Fifthly and laſtly,I ſpeak here only of good men that make proviſion for death by a pi­ous life. Moſes death chargeth you to bee ſatiſ­fied, quiet, and contented, when you die your ſelves, when your friends, when good Magiſtrates, good Miniſters die before you; for ſure wee, and they may bee ſick, and die, and yet bee beloved of God; ſo was Moſes: Yea behold a greater than Moſes, Jeſus Chriſt; hee that heard the voice from Heaven, this is my beloved Son, hee felt the pains of [Page]death, and lay three daies in a Sepulchre: deaths face looks more lovely ever ſince, and may bee beheld with leſs aſto­niſhment: Now wee may chearfully ſay, come let us go and dye alſo: ſure though the Bee humme, and make a noiſe, though the Serpent hiſs, yet the ſting is gone: Bleſſed bee God for the ſatisfaction wee have in this great caſe by the death and reſurrection of our Lord and Saviour: when our pains are next to intollerable, though wee ſhould ſweat as hee did, drops like blood; yea, when wee feel the ſtroak of death, and finde the face beſmeared with a cold clammy moiſture; the eyes are dimme, the hands ſtiffe, the friends ſtand by and weep, they ſpeak, but can receive no anſwer: there is no liberty for a thought of any thing but pain and ſadneſs, grief and ſorrow, yet may a ſober Chriſtian now by this Goſpel-knowledge of the death of Chriſt, make this happy concluſion; this may bee my caſe, and yet I not bee hated, but ſo far beloved of the holy God, as that I may hereafter ſhine as the Sun in the firmament,Mat. 13.43. and may for ever bee as the Angels beholding the face of my Father in Heaven: Go then yee uſeful exemplary perſons, who ſpeak much to the World, when you ſay nothing, who by good works,Eſt aliquid quod a magno viro, vel tacen­te proficias. Seneca. thoſe unanſwerable ſyllogiſmes, thoſe in­vincible demonſtrations, convince ſpectators, who by the beauty of holineſſe, ſteal away the hearts of gainſayers, and win their affections almoſt againſt their wills; go, lay y [...]r heads upon a cold ſtone, or a ſoft turfe, wee are ſatisfied; if wee weep, it ſhall bee for our ſelves, not for you: Our Saviour, when he died, charged his diſciples they ſhould not let their hearts bee troubled, his death hath prevented the cauſe of trouble, wee are no more Scepticks, whether the grave bee the way to glory or not? no more ſcrupulous whether it bee beſt for you to die,Fine Apolo­giae. or live? It is not now,  [...], as Socrates ſpeaks, a thing known only to God, whether the Scales turn for the advantage o [...] the dead or living; and ſince the Son of God, and the beſt o [...] Gods ſervants, ever ſince the creation, have walked through this dark vault, wee will never expect a better way fo [...] our ſelves (that is to be proud) nor will we be amazed whe [...] wee come at it, for (after this Goſpel knowledge) it is to  [...] [Page]nothing but play the fool, or to fear where no fear is.
And if ever I needed this underſtanding, I do now; for if ever I had reaſon to reſent deeply, the loſs of any man, I have reaſon now to bee affected at the loſſe of my faithful friend Mr. Edward Bright, Miniſter of the Goſpel to this Pariſh; what affections you had to him your tears at the late publick faſt wee kept on his behalf, did abundantly te­ſtifie: Shall I a little tell you and the world, who is dead, when it ſhall bee ſaid, that Mr. Bright is dead.
I abhorre to bee unworthy in my ſpeech of any dead per­ſon: It is baſe, when others caſt friendly duſt, to affect to caſt dirt into any ones face; yet I think painting becomes dead people worſe than living; and whoſoever have uſed it, have hitherto got but little credit by it: I would bee as un­willing to ſpeak more good, than truth allows mee of a dead friend, as I would to raiſe an evil report upon a living enemy.
I ſhall therefore ſay nothing but that which all who had any converſe with him, whoſe funeral wee now ſolemnize, might eaſily obſerve in him.
Though I have often heard him thankful for his good e­ducation, of which his Fa­ther, a godly Miniſter in Kent, was very careful.I meddle not with that part of his life which I knew not my ſelf, and therefore ſhall only tell you thoſe things where­in hee was exemplary ſince I had happy acquaintance with him.
1 The firſt which I ſhall inſtance in was, the nobleneſſe of his diſpoſition; hee was not like a Whirle-pit, to ſuck all into it ſelf, but like a fountain, that ſent forth ſtreams from it ſelf, to refreſh others; amongſt other things which I heard from him in his ſickneſſe, this was often repeated, I thank God I came not to London for mony: few nights paſſed over his head, but he uſed to ſay to his Uncle (a moſt affectionate Uncle in whoſe houſe hee dyed) if you would bee rich, Re­member hee that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord: Ma­ny there are in Cambridge who had much experience of this good Spirit; Munerarius pauperum, & egentium, Hi [...]ronimus ad Pammachi­um. candidat us ſic feſt [...]nat ad Coclum.
2. The plainneſs, ſincerity, and ſimplicity of his heart: his actions were not checker-work, half black, and half, [Page]white: hee was not as too many now are, a great nothing i [...] a Jugling box: that which gliſtered was mettal, not gilt o­ver with pretences; this hee uſed to ſay often to mee, I thank God I brought a good conſcience from Cambridge, and have not lived here to ſpoil it; and indeed he was a man ſo free from all diſſimulation, that I know very few his equals in that perfection; being as far from flattery as any man I know, I had almoſt ſaid, as any man living; yea hee would when you required it, open his breaſt, ſpeak ſo plainly to you, that you might ſee his heart ſpoke five words, when his tongue ſpake but one.
3 His courage and reſolution: Elijah durſt ſpeak to A­hab, and Moſes to Pharaoh: I can truly ſay, I never knew him timorous, where hee was conſcientious; and I could have promiſed this Pariſh this great happineſſe, that the greateſt man in it ſhould not have been bold to ſin, but hee would (ſince God had given him this relation) have been bold to tell him of it, and accent it too, with all thoſe circum­ſtances which were convenient: hee was not ſteel in one cauſe, lead in another, if hee thought Religion concerned: and as Solomons throne was ſupported by Lions, ſo muſt Chriſts by ſuch as theſe.
4 His candour and moderation: though zealous for practiſe, for truths fundamental to a pious life, yet in other things fairly hee allowed good men to differ; and if his na­tural temper, did at any particular time on a ſudden tranſ­port him, yet hee was quickly ſenſible.
Oh that the Chriſtian world did enough remember, that it is good to bee zealous alwaies in a good matter: Sincerity is good blood, zeal is good ſpirits; and it is pitty good ſpirits ſhould be ſpent in throwing feathers. Moſes could not bear the people in Idolatry, no more would hee any in prophane­neſſe; yet hee is a very unwiſe Phiſitian that makes no dif­ference betwixt an ordinary boil, and the plague ſore; be­twixt a little dirt in the skin, and a leproſie; hee that knows not how to conſider that in every thing, hee is not infallible, is like to bee a very inconſiderate perſon; and hee who takes it for granted, that hee is fallible, would have but little love himſelf, becauſe hee hath none for others; if hee [Page]would, ſ [...]e hee is very proud, to think all the world ought to give him that which hee gives to no body; and indeed that act of pride will ſoon follow, if men can once per­ſwade themſelves, that every one ought to bee of their minde which if I miſtake not, is though the ſubtileſt, yet the higheſt pride in the world, The heat of the heart purifies the blood, yet if good air bee not ſucked in by the  [...]ungs to cool it, it will ruine the body by hectick feavers. That may bee of excellent uſe which is boyled gently upon a little fire, but let it boyl haſtily, and run over, it raiſeth aſhes enough to ſpoil it ſelf, to make it good for nothing, and to put out the fire too, which had been uſefull for many purpoſes.
5 His abilities for the Miniſtry: — hee had good natu­ral parts, and ſo the mettal was good at firſt, hee had well improved them by ſtudy, and ſo the mettal was kept from ruſt; beſides, hee had a deep compaſſion for ſouls: And in­deed hee had need bee able that goes about Gods work, 1 Chron. 29.1. The work is great it is for the Lord, ſaid good David, when a palace was to bee built for God. To prepare ſpiritual Temples where God ſhall dwell, is a greater bu­ſineſs than moſt of our Tradeſmen think it is; he loved to have his Sermons filled with ſenſe, could not endure a great bundle of words: And indeed it is abſurd to ſee mens tongues run as faſt as the River at full tide, but their judge­ments move, as ſtanding water, covered with a ſheet of ice; or if you will, it is ridiculous to ſee fancy and humour riding gallop, but ſober reaſon, juſt underſtanding, come ſpeaking like a Lacquey behinde them: The judi­cious Diſcourſes, of which divers of you were Auditors, made by this able Preacher upon Eph. 4.14. [That yee bee not as children toſſed to and fro, with every winde of doctrine] ſhall witneſs that his name was to bee put into the Cata­logue of them, whoſe thoughts are ſober, and who do as tis ſaid Ariſtole did, when he wrote his book,  [...], Dip their pen in their ſoul, in the compoſing of Divine Treatiſes.
I could wiſh that qualification required by the Apoſtle was a little more conſidered by the preſent generation, viz. [Page]That he who is to take care of ſouls, and preach the Goſpel muſt not bee  [...],1 Tim. 3.6.  [...]. Su [...]as Inter­preta [...]ur. Gregor. Nazi­an. Vide Juſtel. Notas in codi­cem Canonum Eccleſ. Univer­ſal p. 134. a Novice, wee tranſlate it in the Mar­gin, plainly one newly come to the faith; they that were yeſter­day Gentiles, to day ſhould they be imployed as the publick diſpenſers of Gods Oracles?  [...]. Stay a while, the armour may bee good, but every young man cannot uſe it; and hee may do well under command, that would be a bad leader. It would bee better for young ſtudents to ſtay longer at their ſtudies, to ſatisfie them­ſelves in the great truths of Scripture, than to bee baffled by every one that ſhall ask them how they can confute an Atheiſt, and how they can prove the Divine Authority of the Bible;Read Pownals excellent Apo­logy for a young Divines ſtay in the Univerſity. and when truth is known, it is good to ſee the heart bee well ballanced, that it bee not quite diſcou­raged if the world frown, nor lifted up with pride if it ſmile; it is dangerous to lay a great building upon green walls. This good man therefore was thankful for his Fellowſhip in Emanuel Colledge above all the providences that hee had in his life; whereby hee had liberty for ſtudy, for converſe with men of the greateſt worth, thinking al­wayes, that it was no wiſdome to bee haſty to ſpend, if there was no good ſtock.
But beſides the accompliſhments which hee had by his natural parts, his acquired learning, his diligent peruſal of the holy Scripture, and other Authors ſubſervient to his deſign, hee had a moſt deep compaſsion to ſouls; nothing more appeared in his prayers in publick, in his private con­ference than this: And indeed no man is rightly qualified to preach Chriſts Goſpel, that hath not Chriſts affection in ſome meaſure; hee had need bee compaſſionate, that will give good food, and good phyfick to mad people, though they beat him for it; the world loves their bodies, and will thank a Phyſitian that diſcovers their diſeaſe, but are either ſo careleſs of their ſouls, or ſo confident of their own skill, that they will hate a Miniſter that ſhall ſhew them the leproſie of ſin which hath ſpread it ſelf over their per­ſons, and their families: But herein was this good man ſingular, that hee had a moſt ardent deſire to ſave the ſouls of them that heard him, and cared not what the [Page]ſinner ſaid of him, ſo hee at length might pluck him out of the gall of bitterneſs, and the bond of iniquity; hee that is to guide the Iſraelites, thoſe peeviſh creatures through the wilderneſs, had need bee a Moſes, that is, a man of great abilities, and vaſt affection.
6. His admirable Induſtry, a very learned and worthy friend in the Univerſity, whoſe thoughts of Mr. Bright I de­ſired, (becauſe (if I may bee bold to uſe his expreſſion) Good Aſtronomers are in this caſe to bee imitated, who chuſe to take the altitude of a ſtar at two ſeveral ſtations, that they may make the more ſteady judgement) gave me this account of his induſtry; for one whole year (I think the laſt of his reſidence there) hee diſcharged all theſe ſeveral imployments, viz. preaching once every Lords day in Tri­nity Church, beſides Catechizing there frequently in the afternoon, explaining the Commandements, examining the younger and more ignorant ſort, to whom hee gave Catechiſmes; alſo preaching in the Colledge once every fourteen night, and moderating Divinity Diſputations, both which were his charge as Dean of that Colledge, be­ſides the care of his Pupils (above thirty) which was conti­nually upon him, who fared very little the worſe for all his other buſineſs.
I humbly pro­poſe this to the conſideration of all pious and conſcienti­ous men in the Univerſity, in­to whoſe hands theſe papers ſhall come.Nor muſt I forget his diligence in inſtructing Colledge ſervants, and conſtant attendants upon young Scholars, wherein they that knew his practice, know hee was very exemplary.
Nor muſt I forget his readineſs to viſit the meaneſt man or woman in Town, whoſe neceſſity required his pre­ſence.
Thus did this good man put the Talents that God gave him to uſe: Idleneſs is the burial of a living man, every where odious, but there abominable, where ſloth will not ſuffer a man to ſtir, though it bee to ſave a life: No death is cruel enough for that Nurſe, that lets her childe, though it cries, ſtarve to death, becauſe ſhee will not be at the pains to pluck out her breaſt; This good man ſo much abhor­red this vice, that it might bee ſaid to him what Jethro ſaid to Moſes (unto whom, but that I dare not bee nice [Page]and curious, I might ſhew him very parallel) Thou wi [...] ſurely wear away, Exod. 1 [...].1 [...]. for this thing is too heavy for thee.
The ſtrict [...]eſs and exactneſs of his life, ſtanding al­wayes Sentinel to obſerve what thoughts appeared in his ſoul,Cum ſublatum  [...] conſpectu lu­men eſt, & con­ticuit uxor moris jam mei  [...]onſe ia, totum diem mecum ſcrutor▪ facta ac dicta mea  [...]emetior, nihil mihi ipſe ab­ſcondo, nihil tranſeo: quare enim quicquam ex e [...]oribus meis timeam cum poſſim dicere, vide ne iſtud amplius facias, nunc tibi ig­noſco; in illâ diſputatione pugnacius loquutus  [...]. Noli poſtea congredi cum im perltis, N [...] ­lu [...] diſeere qui nunquim dili­cerunt. in lib. 3. de ira cap. 36 and that hee might ſecure a good fra [...]e of heart, and a holy life, he kept a conſtant Di [...]ry, and no day we [...]t over his head for ſome years before his ſickneſs▪ but hee called himſelf to an account, that he might ſee, what evill had that day been done, what good neglected; hee uſed to record his fins which hee had to conſeſs, to make the  [...]reams of godly ſorrow run freſher; to record the mercies hee wanted, to make his prayers more importunate; to record the mer­cies hee received, to make his thankfulneſs more hearty, and more conſtant: hee uſed to compare the obſervations hee made of himſelf at the latter end of the month, with thoſe made in the beginning of it, that bee might ſee whether his ſins or his graces had made the greater pro­greſs: This is a courſe which no man will long keep, but hee that is reſolute to follow holineſs, without which no man can ſee God.
8 His profound humility: pictures that have no cur­tains before them, gather nothing but duſt, and ſo do their mindes that ſtand expoſed to all mens view, and their own too: that is a bleſſed ſoul which knows how to do good for goodneſs ſake, and when it is done by him, to bee able to ſay, Not I, but the grace of God with wee; the ſenſe that Mr. Bright had of his own infirmities, together with his con­tracted melancholly, made him more apt to complain than boaſt.
It is ſaid, Numb. 12.3. that the man Moſes was meek above all the men of the earth. Meekneſs was Moſes his great per­fection, and when our Saviour propoſeth himſelf as a pattern, hee ſaith, Learn of mee, for I am meek and lowly: It is admirable when wee receive many mercies to ſee our ſelves leſſe than the leaſt of them. When Peter hath the draught of fiſhes, hee cryes out, Lord, I am a ſinful man, Luke 5.8. It is excellent when Gods affliction makes us not to forget his goodneſs, and when Gods mercy makes us not to forget our ſinfulnes. Loſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is the Motto [Page]of the greateſt A [...]ſtle. I never perceived our good man apt to prefer himſelf above others, hee would heartily bleſs God for breaking that pride of his ſpirit which hee would ſay was too wilful, and exceſſively impetuous be­fore hee had a ſerious ſenſe of true piety;Omni acto tri­umpho depoſi­tus triumphus clarior, adeo ſpreta in tem­pore gloria, in­terdum redit, cumulatior. Livi. lib 2. when hee read over to mee (as hee did often) the hiſtory of his life, hee was willing to ſtay there where hee might ſpeak ſome­thing to ſhame himſelf; but true beauty will bee ſeen through ſuch Cypreſs, hee got reſpect by it: Like Fabius in the Hiſtorian▪ who got more honour by refuſing the triumph, than others did by having it: Follow thy Sa­viour, O my ſould and tread in the foot-ſteps of all thy friends, who are truly humble; humility is the ſouls orna­ment,Quantum bo­num eſt ubi ſunt praeparata pectora in quae tuto ſee otum omne deſcen [...] ­dat quo [...]um conſcien [...]am minus quam tuam timea [...], quorum ſermo ſolitudinem le­niat, ſententia, concilium ex­pediat, hilaritas triſtitiarn diſſi­pet, conſpectus ipſe delectet.  [...] Seneca de tran­  [...]quillit. cap. 7. the baſis of all Religion, the veſſel of graces, the foundation of friendſhip betwixt God and man, the chan­nel of all divine communications, the proper imitation of Chriſt, the tranſcendent excellency of the Goſpel, the only way to true reſt and peace, Matth. 11.29.
9. The faithfulneſſe of his friendſhip, and this whoſoever forgets, I muſt not, who had happy experience of it: how rare a thing is it, to finde prepared ſouls, where ſecret thoughts are ſafely laid up, and a man is more afraid of himſelf, than hee is of him with whom hee doth converſe, and is more ſuſpicious of ſelf-flattery, and falſeneſs, to his own intereſt, than he is of either from his friend: the preſent temper of this age, makes mee think moſt men take that ad­vice, which if I miſtake not, the Oratour, ſaith Bias gave; it a amare oportet, ut aliquando oſurus; you muſt love no man otherwiſe to day, than as you may hate him to morrow; But Scipie ſaid,Vide Cicero­nis Laelium. never was there a ſpeech more peſtileutial to the vitals of this noble thing, friendſhip, than this is: But the former vertues wee have obſerved in this good man, made him capable of being a faithful, ſincere friend:Ariſtot, in [...] Ethic. the Philoſopher ſaith,  [...], a friend is another ſelf, and therefore a wicked man can never bee a true friend, hee is not  [...], not himſelf, but one paſſion or other is alwaies in rebellion, and they make him to have ſo many intereſts, that hee cannot bee faithful to the dictates of reaſon, which is the foundation of friend­ſhip, [Page]but hee that ſteadily aims at this one thing which wee call piety, and true goodneſs, hee converſeth with himſelf, and ſo may others too, and not finde him Proteus like, changing ſhape in every place hee comes to, but the humi­lity, the ſtrictneſs and exactneſs of this holy perſon, made him amiable, made him love, and bee beloved: might I lawfully take the Poets expreſſion of his friend, Dimidium anims mea, I muſt then ſay, I am half buried ſince hee is, or hee is but half dead ſince I am alive; my paſſion ſpeaks as St. Auſtins did,Mirabar caete­ros mortales vi­vere, quia ille quem quaſi non moriturum dil xeram. mortuus erat, & me magis quia ille alter eram vivere il­lo mo [...]tuo mi­rabar. Lib, 42. confeſſ. cap. 6. when hee had loſt his friend Nebridius; I wondred any mortal man could live, when hee was dead, whom I loved as if hee had been immortal, but I wondred more how I lived my ſelf, when our affection had made us as it were one per­ſon.
With thankfulneſs to God I this day remember this friends readineſs to preach every other Lords day for mee in Cambridge, when my own weakneſs made mee deſpair of being able to preach conſtantly, and attend my other bu­ſineſs.
Something I have now told you, what Mr. Bright was; but alas! I have but drawn up the flood-gates, which I ſhould rather have let down, Miſerum eſt fuiſſe felicem; but it is ordinary to ſee ſad perſons pleaſing themſelves with ſtories of their friends, that they have loſt, and though eve­ry word almoſt is interrupted with a ſigh, and every ſen­tence hath tears, to make it emphatical, yet no other diſ­courſe delights; nor is any thing elſe grateful, but what leads to raiſe this paſſion higher; ſo me thinks I could begin again, and tell the ſtory of his life larger; and when I have finiſhed it, wonder how I did to make an end ſo ſoon: I have ſaid the leſs, becauſe hee charged mee to ſay but little of him, and only referre him to God.
But this I have ſaid, becauſe I deſire, that the Pariſh, to which hee was related that this City which yet knew not his worth might know whom they have loſt, and might bee ſenſible of it. It is ſad to loſe a good Chriſtian, but more to loſe a good Miniſter:Ad Pammachi­um. It was a notable ſpeech of Metania, mentioned by Hierome, who when ſhee ſaw her Husband dead, preſently before hee was cold, had two chil­dren [Page]died alſo: ſhee only ſaid, Expeditius ſum tibi ſervitura Domine, quiatanto me onere liberaſti, I hope Lord I ſhall ſerve thee better, having now nothing to attend but God; S [...]ent immobi­lis nec gutta fluxit. what her relations were, I cannot tell, but I am ſure Miniſters ſhould bee helpes in our ſervice of God, not hinderances; that is it which makes the loſs multiply, when death ſummons them out of this world; and this is it, which is grievous to mee at the preſent, I am afraid you will not ſerve God ſo well without him.
Yet I would not have any who are moſt ſenſible of this loſs, bee diſcouraged: I did not all this while make the wound gape, that the patient ſhould faint, but that I might make the ſafer cure: Was hee not Gods ſervant? yes, that is it which cauſeth our preſent ſorrow for his ab­ſence; but is hee the firſt ſervant that ever God took away out of the world? You have ſeen in the particulars I men­tioned, how like hee was to Moſes in his life: ſee how like hee was in his death: Moſes had but begun that bleſſed work, of bringing the people to a quiet injoyment of the promiſed land, and hee dies in the wilderneſs: ſo this Mi­niſter of the Goſpel had but begun to ſow this ſeed of life,Hee preached not above ſix or ſeven Lords daies. Hee lay ſick fifteen weeks. lived not to ſee it comming up, but a ſore feaver arreſts him, and a pineing ague, with other ſad diſtempers, cut the thread of life, and makes us call for a burying place, where wee may bury our dead (formerly the delight of our eyes) out of our ſight, let us ſee whether our ſins made not this breach, and let us remember to mourn for them:Quod graviſſi­mum fecit, na­tura commune fecit, ut crude­litatem facti conſolaretur ae­qualitas. Sene­ca. conſol. ad Polyb. Let us ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing come, leſt God ſend ſorer and heavier judgements upon the Pariſh and City too.
Yet let Moſes his death ſatisfie you in Mr. Brights: let Mr. Brights in your own. God hath uſed to do thus in the world: and if the tide ſtay not for the beſt Merchant, every petty chapman muſt not chafe, becauſe it runs too faſt from him: If the Sun ſet to Kings and Princes while they travel, it will to beggers: God will not comply with all our humours,Id Princeps poteſt, quod ſalva majeſtate poreſt. nor muſt his wiſe underſtanding ſubmit to our paſſionate fancies, where a Moſes is taken away, it be­comes them, from whom hee is taken to bee modeſt, not to murmure againſt Gods pleaſure, but to pray hard, and uſe [Page]all the means they can to get a Joſhua, and when they have him, to bee thankful.
I have done, only I beſeech you that are Pariſhioners here, that you would remember to uſe all the means you can, if it bee poſſible to get another Bright amongſt you. Empe­ricks were alwaies confident, but there were that heard, Paul I know, and Jeſus I know, but who are yee? hee ſaid wiſely who ſaid, th [...] Cart was empty when the Horſes ran ſo faſt: get a Miniſter that will bee faithful to your ſouls, that you are aſſured aimes at your everlaſting wel-fare, and when you have him, hear divine truth from him with attention, practiſe it with conſcience, refreſh him by the fruits of your piety, by the exerciſe of the power of godlineſs; no comfort to the ten­der nurſe, like the thriving of the childe.
FINIS.


To the Dear Memory of my Friend, Mr. Ed. Bright.
[Page]
IF a large heart, open, and unconfin'd,
Free as the Air, it lately breath'd; a minde
Worthy of God, and brave friends that durſt be
Good, in this age, and ſcorn hypocriſie.
If to ſpeak ſo i'th Pulpit, that from thence
Atheiſts might learn to think Religion, ſenſe:
The vertuous ſo inſpir'd, as ſtill to bee
Made more in love with vertue, and with Thee:
(Rare Preacher! where the times are ſo perplext
To ſee the Sermon oft confute the Text.)
If good men's wiſhes, Phyſick's noble cares,
If Heav'n importun'd with early pray'rs:
If flouriſhing years, which now ſo far had run,
To bee a juſt Meridian for their Sun:
If all theſe might have kept thee! that dark Fate
That too ſoon clos'd thine eyes, had then come late;
Late, as the ſlow-pac'd motion of that year,
Late, to the moſt long-liv'd, that wiſht thee here;
Late, as thine own requeſts; that ask'd a truce,
Not for thy ſelf, but for thy Maſter's uſe.
Late, as the time, when beſt friend's might deſire
To ſee thee full of day's, and God, expire.
Thou now had'ſt liv'd, and preach'd, and our tears bin,
Not for the Preacher ſhed, but for our ſin
Awaken'd at his Sermon's: Then O why!
So ſoon, ſhould what deſerv'd whole ages, dye?
Muſt great mind's, like New Stars, but look about,
Bee wondred at a little, and go out?
Yet we're ſecure, that their eternal light,
Removes not from its being, but our ſight.
To ſpend it's glory's in ſome better place,
Where no dark exhalation hides it's face.

[Page]
But let's weep leiſurely, and think for what,
Retail our ſigh's, Item to this, and that
Vertue, a tear, deliberately view
Him in his Pulpit, when quick lightning flew
About men's ears, and their ſteel'd ſouls did melt
Within'um; or agen, as when hee dealt
A thunder through the Church all in a fright,
Thunder, would make Caligula look white:
Or when—but tear's diſtract theſe objects ſo
(As numerous refractions uſe to do)
That they dam up themſelves, and hinder more,
Being thus at once, both their own ſea and ſhore:
And ſo 'tis fit; let trifling ſubjects throw
Our griefs into ſoft Number's, make them flow
Uninterrupted in one even ſtream,
A motion as unworthy as the Theam;
For Thee our ſorrows tumult ſhall confeſs,
It is more full, and high by ſeeming leſs.
Aſcend brave ſpirit! in thy robe of light,
Thy Flame is more illuſtrious through this Night
Of grief beheld by us, who can no more
But weep, and what thou now enjoy'ſt, adore.

And for you Sir! whoſe pious labour muſt
Hallow the Urn, that receives this duſt;
Whilſt his fair Name moves in your paper-bark
On flood's of tears, like Noah in his A [...]k;
Of't may wee meet, and for that Name ſo dear,
Whilſt living, on it's Aſhes drop a tear.

Will. Croone, Fell. of Em. Coll.



ELEGIES
[Page]
On the much lamented death of Mr. EDVVARD BRIGHT, his ſincerely honoured Friend.
DEar Soul (too dear for earth) are thy bones lay'd
With common duſt, and numbred with the dead?
Thou dead! who haſt ſo often with thy breath
Blaſted life's fatal Foes, Sin, Hell, and Death.
Thou! who didſt erſt mens hearts with flagrant words,
As lightnings through the ſcabbards melts the ſwords,
And by thy skill in Chymiſtry Divine,
Turnd'ſt courſer mettals into current coin
For Heavens Kingdome; ſuch as neither ruſt,
Nor earth corrupts: What! Art thou turn'd to duſt?
Is the ſalt melted, and the moyſture dry'd?
The Conqueror vanquiſh't, and the Chymiſt try'd
In his own furnace, and to aſhes turn'd?
Hath Divine heat the Microcoſme burn'd?
Yet thus wee ſee ſharp ſwords ſoon cut the ſheath,
The pureſt flame aſpires and vaniſheth.
The fineſt China mettal's broken ſoon,
The Nightingal's ſweet pipe's ſoon out of tune.
Houſes of beſt prepar'd, and pureſt clay,
Oft totter, fall, and moulder in a day.
Nor may wee wonder (when let looſe to fight
The Elements begun to try their right,
And for dominion ſtrove; the little world,
Being with wars into confuſion hurl'd)
That then thy peaceful ſoul ſtirr'd up its might
To quit the Kingdome which diſclaim'd her right:
[Page] And juſt incenſed rage awak'd thy minde
To make a way out where it could not finde:
As a bold Lion, when hee meets his foes,
Laſhes his ſides, and roars, then ſtoutly goes:
Through hot'ſt encounters ſtreight unto his den,
That there hee may repoſe in peace agen:
So (like Petars) thy ſoul made gates to flye,
That op't the paſſage to felicity.
And at ſuch gates who would not venture in,
When though hee loſe his life hee's ſure to win.

But you Phyſitians who are wont to boaſt,
Y'are Natures helps; why quel'd you not the hoſt
Of Rebels here, and caus'd the civil war
Of inmate enemies to ceaſe? what, are
Your Potions, Clyſters, and your letting blood,
Only to ſave the bad, and kill the good?
Or to the grave did you his body give,
'Cauſe his deſign was that your ſouls might live?
Vaniſh vain thoughts, here neither care nor skill
Was wanting, nothing but his Makers will.
When God ſaith no, Phyſick ſhall lend no aid,
Who firſt hath done his work, ſhall firſt bee paid.


An Epitaph for his Tomb.
HEre ly's a Saint; the poor mans purſe,
Of babes in Chriſt the tender Nurſe;
The Sick mans ſalve, the blinde mans eye,
Of troubled hearts the eaſe and joy.
Zeals ſacrifice, Faiths Herbenger,
His Saviours wiſe Ambaſſador.
His paſsion's Maſter, and the Lord
Of's time, and every thought and word.
Whoſe bones and aſhes pawn'd remain
In Chriſt Church here, until again
[Page] The world diſſolve by the ſame fire
That calcin'd him; but then entire:
Both ſoul and body ſhall unite,
And with the Lamb ſtand cloath'd in white
With Saints and Angels there to tell
The prayſes of Emmanuel.
J. Illingworth, Co.Em.Soc.S.


On the Death of his highly valued, and much beloved Friend, Mr. Edward Bright.
VVHen grief makes Poets, and untimely death
Makes room for tears; Sure then a barren heath
Can yeeld a Flower or two, to deck a Hearſe,
The drieſt fancy can weep out a verſe;
And leave the Reader to determine why
Such ill-ſcann'd, courſe-ſpun, ſhriveld Poetry
Appears in Print; 'tis not becauſe the name,
Worth, Learning, Piety, well-bottom'd fame
Of our Dear Friend with God, need ſuch Divine
To ſhew him to the world; ſuch foggy Vapours
Do rather intercept Bright's beams, alas!
I bleed afreſh to name him, cannot paſs
It o're without a ſigh —
— Now mee thinks I could wink
This vain world into nothing; call't a ſink
Of emptineſs; nothing betwixt two diſhes,
Embroyder'd lyes; womens and childrens wiſhes. Herb. Poems.

Yet why ſo paſsionate? Is it ſo ſtrange,
That friends ſhould ſhake hands here, that duſt ſhould change?
That ſmoak (yet ſuch is man) ſhould diſappear?
That ſtars ſhould twinckle in the Hemiſphere?
[Page] I'le play no more the childe, but curb my paſſion,
I'le dry mine eyes, and henceforth learn this leſſon;
To dote no more on friends; I ſee a Roſe
If held too faſt, can prick mee in the cloſe.
R. Perrot.


An Epitaph.
ZEal without Faction, charity
Free from vain glory, piety
Not ſoild with ſordid affectation
Religion void of innovation,
An able head, an honeſt heart
A down right man in every part,
Lyes here intomb'd, a burning light,
Spent in the Temple: Now good night.
R. Perrot. Sid. Suſſ. Col.


ΘΡΗΝΩΔΙΑ. Upon the Death of E. B. M. A. Fellow of Emanuel Colledge Cambridge, and Paſtor of Chriſts-Church, London.
1HOw! Bright dead too! Ah let m'lone!
Think you, a ſigh, or groan,
Or blubber'd eyes,
For him juſt obſequies?
Ah! tell me not, the greateſt Urne,
Hath but a hearſe,
Scutchion, and verſe,
And gets but one poor month to mourn.

[Page]
2Oh that I had Timanthes art! who drew
The Giants Thumb to ſhew
How might bee gueſt
The greatneſs of the reſt!
For who can Bright-at-length ſet forth?
Though all the nine
Adore his ſhine,
Vails are beſt comments on great worth.)

3I'de quickly ſhew, no need to let
One word ſound griefs retreat;
But ah my ſpan
'S too ſhort for th'leaſt of him!
So great! ſo good! ſo learn'd was hee!
My words want weight,
To take his height;
Tears his beſt Epitaph will bee.

4Know you him not? go then and ſpye
Within his Tombe, there eye,
How his green head
Was the gray-Fathers bed.
Then's mouth, where Greek and Hebrew plaid,
About his tongue,
Whither did throng,
Chalde [...], and Syrick there to trade.

5In's rumbling bowels, you may trace
Whole troops of Lumbards race,
Which conquer'd ſtand,
Great Sir, at thy command;
Strong his Supporters were, you'l ſee
The liberal Arts
Did play their parts,
Nor in a Science lame was hee.

6His heart you'l finde all ſcor'd with lines,
Out of our own divines;
And now at laſt
[Page] Entred on Baxters reſt.
And, as Ignatius had, ſo there
Within (I'm told)
Is writ in gold,
The Creed, Commandements, and Lords Prayer.

7But griefs are ſoon fordable that have
Their  [...]ides, or needs a grave
To make them ſpring;
Give mee the offering
Of ſorrow when retir'd: Th [...]n ſee,
This done, you part,
Then will each heart,
Keep time with Nicke, and mee.

Joſ. Hill.


In Obitum Mri. Bright, Col. Eman. Socii:
QUid tantum egregias animis, quid debit a c [...]lo,
Pectora, terreno querimur defunct a ve [...]islo:
An, quia nos retinent inviſo care [...] clanſtra
Corporis, & miſerae ſervant erguſt [...]ila vitae;
Ergone Divinis animis, coelo (que) locandis,
In partriam prohibemus iter? Ergo optima fata
Impia ſacrilego deflemus turba dolore?
Proh ſancta impietas! ſuſpiria prerſus iniqua,
Aequatamen! lachrymae (que) ipſapi [...] are propha [...]i

Sed noſtras lugere vices, mata noſtra quer [...]s
Flere licet: non illum adeo vixiffe do [...]  [...] oft,
Quam quod nos ultra dimiſſo vivim [...]is ipſo.
Eheu! ſidere as quae tanta penurlo J [...]des
Invaſit? ſic nempe vacant caeleſ [...]ia Regua.
Ut Terrae invideant? illine tamra [...]a pi [...]
Ut capita abripiant? ingens jactura relict [...]

O nimium delecte De [...] quem poſtulat Aether
Ante diem! & fati dignum melioris, amiea
Vis rapuit Coeli, geſtit (que) ornate triumphis!
[Page] Ergo ageter felix, terrenâ mole ſolute,
 [...] Ch [...], ſuper aſtra  [...]
Perge triumphali currus educere pompâ
Non qualem in Terris  [...] mentis
Tot curis ambire ſolent, non quam ſibi plauſu
Captat ab obſtropero miſeranda ſuperhia vulg [...];
Sed te vera manent,  [...] cupeſſ [...]
Aurea ſidereis decorand [...]  [...]hioulu fortis.

Gul. Leigh. A. M.C.C.S.


In Obitum Magiſtri Bright M. A. Nuperi Tu­toris mei Chariſsimi.
SOlve parentales ritus, & justa repend [...],
Juſto funde [...]us ca [...]i [...]a [...]ſa part,
Intima cui pietus, quae ſu [...] fr [...] decora,
Sincer [...] cordi [...]g [...]  (que) promus erat:
Quo fervor, ca [...]  (que) ammi, diſcordia  [...]rs,
Tynd [...] d [...]f [...]re [...]  [...],
Non vacat ign [...]us Genis, qui m [...]era plura,
Qua totum poſc [...]  [...];
Nec ſatis eſt lucer [...]dien [...],  [...],
Contentus mini [...] nocte Britannus erat.
Dum (que) alio luce [...] vibrus, arde [...]  [...],
(Ut pell [...]c [...] pictoribus  [...]bras)
Heu! oleum citiu [...] perlit, in  [...]:
Sin oleum perdas, niloper [...] periit;
Sed tibi long aq [...]is f [...]ſſ [...], forti (que) triu [...]bus,
Sementi (que) gravi [...]ſ [...]  [...].
Splen ridere facit,  [...], ſed [...]ad  [...]
Deſcondit morbus, ſp [...]en (que) d [...]er [...] fa [...]it.
Caetera dam ſolvit, qu [...] dibit, maſt [...] camana,
Solvitur in luctus. —
Rob. Alfounder. M. A. Col. Em. Soc.


In Eundem:
[Page]
A Writ of eaſe ſo ſoon, and doſt thou turn
Thy vocal Pulpit to thy ſilent Urne?
No ſooner watch-man, but with ſleep oppreſt?
Thou went'ſt not there to labour, but to reſt.
Wee often finde that plants upon remove,
By their new welcome thrive, and fruitful prove:
But thou tranſplanted ſoon decayeſt; wee fee
Death with his Spade and Mattock fells the Tree.
No, 'tis remov'd: this Tree of Knowledge is
But hence tranſplanted into Paradiſe.
If any wonder at thy ſhorter day,
That night treads on the heels of noon; wee'l ſay
Thou rann'ſt the faſter to have wonne ſo ſoon,
Thou wroughtſt the harder, to have done by noon.
Such Lamps as are not niggards of their light,
Soon ſpend their Oyle, and bid the world good night.
Wee'l not compute thy time by daies and years,
But by thy labours, then thine age appears
Double: let actions bee the Sands that run,
And then thy glaſs runs long, when much is done
But fate, what makes thee hard to us? alas:
Thou needs not ſhake or break the Pulpit Glaſſe.
Is this thy cunning there to ſend the ſtone,
Where it may hit a multitude in one?
Are Pulpits Butts, becauſe they ſtand ſo high?
Preachers the marks, at which thou letteſt flye?
And is the Lawrel that was counted free
Now ſooner ſtruck, than any other tree?
Wee ſee; when ſentence is pronounc'd by fate
Then Beneficium Cleri's out of date.

On the Death of his very dear Friend Mr. Edward Bright Fellow of Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge.
[Page]
O Death, I cannot skill thy arts
How thou could'ſt by thy power win,
And by thy Method kill that man
That's dead unto the world and ſin.
It ſeems it is not hard to put to flight
That ſoul that's fledg'd for it's eternal light.

Sure wee are miſtaken, hee but ſleeps,
Or if you rather call him dead,
I'me ſure you mean no more but this,
That hee's unto his kindred fled.
Then let us dreſs ourſelves againſt hee come,
Who ſhall bee ſent to call us alſo home.

So may wee meet and joyn in one
Wreath'd in an everlaſting love,
Breathing our joyful praiſe to him
Who only wrought us this remove.
For ſo wee ſee rejoycings in a Quire
Redoubled, where all meet, and all conſpire.

This may ſuffice then, here lies one
Whoſe life was upright, and whoſe end
Was like his life: But yet wee weep
Becauſe bereav'd of ſuch a friend.
That man whoſe life was juſt, example rare,
Shall never need a verſe, nor want a tear.

Rich. Kidder, A. M. Fel. of Emmanuel Coll.


Upon the frequent Death of Miniſters, divers young; of Mr. Brights in particular, and the manner of it.
[Page]
HOw is't the ſpan of life ſo little ſhowes,
Sith th'hand that meaſures it no ſhorter grows?
The grants of life in Character are writ;
Death findes ſome fault with Time; and now thinks: fit
To date its ſtrokes after the modern stile;
Anticipating Natures debt a while:
All Times proportions, wee by ſem briefs rate;
Into th'imperfect mood are ſhrunk of late.
The vital ſhadow doth too nimbly haſte,
And th' famous Temple-clocks go much too faſt.
Sure God's incenſt, wee treat with ſuch delay,
Hee takes Ambaſſadours ſo ſoon away;
Or his revenewes don't to th' ſumme amount,
Hee calls ſo many Stewards to account.
Or 'tis to ſcreen his Seens eyes from fire,
By Deaths thick ſhade, hee's kindling in his ire.
Th' Promethean Games more ſacred now revive,
Where Lights run races, and ſo ardent ſtrive,
Which ſhall bee firſt kiſt out by that pure Sun,
To whom their divine flames as tribute run.
'Mongſt which our Brights extinct; the reaſon why
My thoughts are tinctur'd with this mourning dye;
And put on black, teaching my hand to wear
This Elegie, griefs Phylactery here.

All lives are lines drawn to the point of Death,
Of which ſome upward tend, ſome end beneath;
Some long, ſome ſhort▪ ſome crooked, ſome more ſtraight;
This centred line was ſhorter, cauſe 'twas right
A line made up of points; emphatick light;
[Page] A ſprightly ray reflected out of ſight▪
But in ſome deeper waters broken firſt,
Or through a duskie cloud Meanders  [...]h [...]ſt.
A ſilver thread u [...]t wined at the end;
Coin of diviue impreſſe, but with a bend.
A Theam which reconciles integrity
With a diſ-jointed judgement: where wee ſee
In lifes laſt page, Reaſons errata caſt;
A Chaos to another world prefac't.
A twiſt of night and day; a polar guide
Or fiery Pillar, but with a dark ſide.
A living Sermon, but of one uſe lame;
Gods Image ſeen inverſt; a vigrous flame,
Panting with often aſſaies to aſſoil
It ſelf with dimneſs, charg'd by groſſer oile;
Deaths penumbra his ſetting Sun 'ore caſt,
While vapours raiſ'd did reaſons twilight haſte.
His tongue then rang his ſenſes funeral,
Which was the Curfeu that to reſt did call.
Thoſe jarring ſounds ſo harſh to tender ears,
Were but while hee was tuning for the ſphears;
His ſouls Reveile ſtruck at the dawn of glee;
The Prolegom'na of eternity.
Whoſe ſpeech ſometimes yet flow'd in nobler ſort,
Like ſpirits rectifi'd in a retort.
His heavenly Maſter laid his hand on's head,
And turn'd him round to manumit him dead.
A ſacrifice to God his body meant
Hee to conſume a fire, a feaver ſent.
Hee was an interlined Text, whereon
Heavens beſtow'd a gloſs, the world needs none,
(Hee was not ſo obſcure) to hint his fame,
Whom to commend's to comment on a name,
With Glow-worms, that is writ with beams; or teach
B' our breath a Star to ſhine; or light to bleach.
This pen ſhall only be the Tube to ſet
His luſtre this ſhort draught on Paper ſet;
Zeal gave his words their accent, piety
Figur'd his life, grace't with ſimplicity:
[Page] Whom faithfulneſs advance't to richer caſe,
Being call'd from Chriſt-Church to a better place;
Which countermands our tears, bids joyful bee,
Hee's gone from Chriſt Church, but to Trinity.

John Reyner. M. A. Em. Col.


In Obitum Edvardi Bright, Col. Eman [...] Socii.
NIl opus eſſe Deo (quis uti ſaepius ipſe
Dignatur) ſtudios hominum, nil arte, manu (que)
Auxiliatrici, quicquid diſcernit agendum,
Nos tua (ſed quantum deflenda) Vir optime, fata
Immatura docent, quo non iuſtructior alter
Extitit interpres divina mentis, & alma
Pandere ſumma pot is myſteria religionis.
Qui tam flexanimi Suadâ, nervo (que) potentis
Eloquii, traheres mortalia pectora, ſacra
Leg is in obſequium: rigidas impellere mentes
Doctus, & artifici dextra formare ſequaces.
Nempe hoc illud erat, captiva ſcientia rebus
Caeter a divinis aderat, rati [...]  (que) modeſtè
Ancillabatur fidei, prudentia zelo
Temperieni dabat, & coeleſti plenus amore
Humanas miſerente vices tibi Spiritus intus
Ardebat flammis non luce carentibus; inſtar
Lampadis heu nimium, radiis & lumine donec
Impertis alios, oleum vitale liqueſcit.
Haec quoties animum ſubeunt, geminata recurſat
Maeſtitia, & (veluti lani [...] praeſente cadaver
Caede recente madens ebullit ſanguine) vulnus
Triſte recrudeſcit, dolet immedicable vulnus.
Nos imprudentes, numeris qui ſtringere paucis
Quaerimus, & luctus pedibus metirier arct is
Immenſos, remur (que) animos eludere tandem
Carmine poſſe brevi tanti moment a doloris.
T. L.


In Exequiis Edoardi Bright, nuper Collegii Em­manuelis Socii.
[Page]
QUis dabit ut liquidas oculi vertantur in und as,
Et fluat in madidis lachryma multa genis?
Sic tua perpetu [...] deflerem funera rivo,
Non requies flendi, non modus ullus erit.
Sed mens obſtupuit nimio perculſa dolore,
Pectora continuo deriguere gelu.
Sic oli [...]s Niobe evaſit monument a doloris,
Dum ſua defleret pignora chara nimis.
Sed quoniam in verſus rigidus dolor ire recuſat
Impatiens numeri nec mea muſa valet
Nune faciles proferre m [...]des; ſuſpiria ſaltem,
Singultuſ (que) mei ſigua doloris erunt.
Dum micat aeternam cunctis  [...]ſtendere vitan [...]
Ex Orco rev [...]cans, ipſe Edoardus obit.
Ah Mors crudelis, nulla (que) inviſior umbra!
Debuit hoc ſaltem non licuiſſe tibi.
B. D. A. B. E. C.


Ad chariſſimi Fratris manes alloquium.
A Pagite qua nimis Inbenter credulum
Animum feffellerunt ſatis temeraria
Dogmata; mihi (que) spem didêrunt (ah cito
Ad irritum caſuram) amica pectora
Nunquam ſuos nexus fideles ſolvere:
Has nempe noſtr as molis incolas pigrae
Se dividi nunquam manu craſſa pati,
Acutioriſ (que) ingeni ludere aciem.
Animae ecce dimidium mea de perdidi,
Et ego ſuperſtes vivo tanto vulneri
Pars altera infelix, fugis dulciſſimum
[Page] Poctus? breviſ (que) conjugi te panites
Nostri? ergo cur l [...]t [...] parum co [...]i [...]  [...],
Et Pegaſei [...]  [...]endis avolans gradu?
Caros per amplexus, ſinuſ (que) egote precor
Blandos, & olim quae fuerunt dulcia
Colloquia, tot fratèrni  [...]moris pignora,
Reſpice, pedem ſiſte, retro tandem fer gradum,
Parumper expectatus ipſe ero comes:
Eadem ſupremo lux mihi cibi (que) ſit.
Sed abiit. Heus! cur aure ſurdâ iro ſimul [...]!
Viam reflecte, oro, nec a me me trah [...]
Durus nimis: jam en jam paratus ſum ſequi;
Socium tuae me ſortis & fati accipe
Tecum: mane donec. — ſed in caſſum proces
Fuſae valebant nihil, ad  [...]ftra viam t [...]nes,
Cognata (que) impigro impetu lumina petit.
Coeliſ (que) terriſ (que) anima dilecta merito,
Vale; ſed hunc gemitum infim [...] de pec [...]ore
Audi pri [...]s. Viſa eſt ad haec remiſſa v [...]x:
Lachrymas inaenes pone (ait) queſtus t [...]os
Comprime. Venit (nee erit diu) venit die [...]
Iſte tibi, qu [...] arctè gremia complicabimus,
Poſitâ (que) grandi corporum peripherià
Noſtra (mihi quam laetus is dies erit)
Animas duas punct [...] unico miſcebimus. G. Bright.
Col. Samel. Soc.




Books printed, and are to be ſold by Adon [...]ram Byfield at the Bible in Popes-head-Alley, near Lumbard-ſtreet.
A Commentary upon the three firſt Chapters of Geneſis, by that Reverend Divine, Mr. John White late of Dorcheſter, in fo [...].
An Expoſition upon the ſixth, ſeventh, eighth, [Page]ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth Chapters of Ezekiel, by Mr. William Greenhill, being the ſecond Volumn, in 4o.
An Expoſition upon the fifteenth, ſixteenth, ſeventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth Chapters of Ezekiel, by the ſame Author, the third Vol. 4o.
The humbled ſinner reſolved what hee ſhould do to bee ſaved, or faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the onely way of ſalvation, by Mr. Obadiah Sedgwick in 4o.
The Riches of Grace diſplayed, in the offer and tender of ſalvation to poor ſinners, upon Rev. 3.20. by the ſame Author in 12o.
A ſhort Catechiſme by the ſame Author.
The Reaſons of the Aſſembly of Divines concerning Presbyterial Government, 4o.
The Aſſemblies larger and leſſer Catechiſme, in 4o.
The tenth Muſe, ſeveral Poems, by Mirs. Ann [...] Brad­ſtreat in 8o.
Hidden Manna, or the Myſtery of Saving Grace, by Mr. Wil. Fenner, in 12o.
Safe Conduct, or the Saints Guidance to Glory, at the Funeral of Mirs. Thomaſin Barnardiſton, by Mr. Ralph Robinſon, 4o.
The Sts. longing after their heavenly Country, a Sermon by the ſame Author in 4o.
A Sermon at a Faſt by Mr. Nath. Ward:
A full Diſcovery and Confutation of the wicked and damnable Doctrines of the Quakers: As alſo a plain Vindication and Confirmation of ſundry Fundamental points of the Chriſtian Religion, denied, or corrupted by the enemies of the Truth in theſe times. Whereunto is annexed an excellent Diſcourſe, proving that ſinging of Pſalms is not onely lawful, but an Ordinance of God, by Mr. Jonathan Clapham, in 4o.
A ſhort and plain Catechiſme, inſtructing a learner of Chriſtian Religion, what hee is to beleeve, and what hee is to practiſe; With the proofs thereof out of the Scrip­tures in words at length.
FINIS.
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