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A GILDED PILL, for a new Moulded PRESBYTER.
OR, Wholeſome advice for the holy Synod: and all New-modelled Reformadoes.
With ſome Hints or Obſervations concerning the late Petition (promoted by ſome factious Shimeies) to ruine this famous City and Kingdome.
Now they ſhall ſay, We have no King, becauſe we feared not the Lord. Hoſ. 10. 3.
Printed in the Yeare 1647.
[Page]


A PILL for a new-Moulded Presbyter.
[Page]
Brethren:

I Heere preſent unto your view a M [...]p, that may well be called, The M [...]p of Miſery, or the direct Plot of the fatall Tragedy that ſhould have beene acted upon you and this City: or a gilded Pill, that is without ſide Gold; within ſide Deadly Poyſon, which I hope will prove a caveat to the well affected party of this langui­ſhing Kingdome, and teach them (if they be wiſe and provident while th [...]y have time and power) to avoid the Serpentine and ve­nemous ſnares of that execrated and peſtilent brood of Presbytery, who in ſheeps clothing, prove ravenous wolves, and devoureth: too ſimple credu­lous and eaſi [...] to be inveagled ſheep of the little flock of Chriſt. This Frater­ni [...]y of Iniquity, of the Soc [...]e [...]y of the Serpent, (orOnly diſtingui­ſhed thus▪ The one lives in a hot Coun­trey, the o­ther in a cold. Scot I ſhould ſay ra­ther) from whom they have q [...]ickly learned (as is moſt proper to their na­tures) actions and Doctrines, crafty wiles, impieties, lies, equivocations, murders, impoſtures, and the like, all which th [...]y are taught of that old Scot, the D [...]vell, their principall Inſtructer, are now become an overſpread­ing Leproſie over the face of this Kingdome, (al [...]hough the Lord be praiſed theThe King, the true hear­ted Com­mons, and Sir Tho­mas Fair­fax Army. Head, the heart, and hands, of this Kingdome are yet (moſt of them) free from this infectious diſ [...]aſe.) O let us uſe all the meanes we can for the cleanſing this Leper: let us purifie the inward roomes of our hearts with the pure incenſe of prayer, and waſh the very walls and outſides of theſe out earthly Tabernacles, with true repentant tears, that the Lord may put an end to all our miſ [...]ries, and that we may reſolve in our hearts to give Caeſar his due, to feare God and the King, and not to meddle with theſe mony chan­gers, that ſellDoves in the Temple of the Lord, that is, That live by the The Synod. ruines of the innocent people: But we truly beleeve, that the Lord will ga­ther his wheat into his Garner, and burne theStinking Elders. tares with unquenchable fi [...]e.


§
CUrteous Reader, I have thought good to inſert here the Petition for their late combination, and to expoſe to thy view ſome notes or obſervations upon it, which if thou takeſt in good part, it ſhall be my Directory ere long to expoſe to thy view a new Century of Presbyterian Prieſts, Vale.
To the Right Honourable the Lord Maior, the Right Worſhipfull the Aldermen, &c.
The humble Petition of the Citizens, Commanders, Officers, Yong men, and Apprentices. &c.
[Page]
Sheweth:
THat your Petitioners taking into ſerious conſideration, how Religion, his Majeſties honour and ſafety, the privi­ledges of Parliament, and Liberties of the Subject, are at pre­ſent greatly indangered, and likely to be deſtroyed; And alſo ſadly weighing with our ſelves what means might likely prove the moſt effectuall to procure a firme and laſting peace, with­out further effuſion of Chriſtian Engliſh blood, have therefore entred into a ſolemne engagement, which is heereunto annex­ed, and doe humbly and earneſtly deſire, that this whole City may joine together by all lawful poſſible meanes, as one man, in hearty indeavours, for his Majeſties preſent comming up to his two houſes of Parliament, with honour, ſafety, and free­dome, and that without the neer approach of the Army, there to confirme ſuch things, as he hath granted in his Meſſage of the 12. of May laſt, in anſwer to the Propoſitions of both King­domes: and that by a perſonall Treaty with his two Houſes of Parliament, and the Commiſſioners of the kingdome of Scot­land, ſuch things as are yet in difference, may be ſpeedily ſet­led, and a firme and laſting peace eſtabliſhed: all which wee deſire may be preſented to both Houſes of Parliament, from this Honourable Aſſembly.
And we ſhall pray, &c.


A ſolemne Engagement, &c.
VVHereas wee have entred into a Solemne League and Covenant, for reformation, and defence of Religion, the honour and happineſſe of the King, and the peace and ſafe­ty of the three Kingdomes of England, Scotland, and Ireland, [Page] All which we do evidently perceive, not only to be endange­red, but ready to be deſtroyed.
Wee doe therefore in purſuance of our the ſaid Covenants, both of Allegiance, Oath of every Free-man of the Cities of London, and Weſtminſter, and Proteſtations, Solemnly engage our ſelves, and vow unto Almighty God, that wee will to the utmoſt of our power, cordially indeavour that his Majeſty may ſpeedily come to his two Houſes of Parliament, with honour, ſafety, and freedome, (and that without the neerer approach of the Army) there to confirme ſuch things, as he hath granted in his Meſſage of the 12 of May laſt, in anſwer to the propoſitions of both Kingdomes, and that by a perſonall treaty, with his two Houſes of Parliament, and the Commiſſioners of the King­dome of Scotland, ſuch things as are yet in difference may be ſpeedily ſetled, and a firme and laſting peace eſtabliſhed. For effecting hereof we doe proteſt and re-oblige our ſelves as in the preſence of God, the ſearcher of all hearts, with our lives and fortunes, to endeavour what in us lies, to preſerve and de­fend, his Majeſties Royall perſon and authority, the Priviled­ges of Parliament, and Liberties of the Subject, in their full and conſtant freedome: The Cities of London, and Weſtminſter, lines of Communications, and Pariſhes mentioned in the weekely Bills of mortallity, and all others that ſhall adhere with us to the ſaid Covenant, Oath of Allegiance, Oath of every free­man of London, and Weſtminſter, and Proteſtation. Nor ſhall we by any meanes admit, ſuffer, or indure any kinde of neutra­lity in this Common Cauſe of God, the King and Kingdome, as we doe expect the bleſſing of Almighty God, whoſe helpe we crave, and wholy devolve our ſelves upon, in this our un­dertaking.

Conſiderations upon the Petition, and engagement, and late Decla­ration.
TO the right underſtanding of the true intents and end of this Petition and engagement, theſe ſubſequents fall ne­ceſſarily into conſideration.
Firſt upon what occaſion this enterprize is begun, and upon what ground it pretendeth to take its foundation: The occaſi­on and ground as both Petition and engagement ſeemeth to [Page] import, are thus, that Religion, his Majeſties honour and ſafety, peace and ſafety of the three Kingdomes, Priviledges of Parliament, and Liberties of the Subject are not only greatly endangered, but like to be deſtroyed.
Here's an honourable occaſion and ground indeed, were it as reall as by them pretended; but later anguis in herba, here's a bewitching entiſing baite, but the hooke is venemous and mor­tall; For if alſo we doe but duely weigh and conſider, where, and by whom this great danger is, and who are thoſe threat­ning deſtroyers, thoſe Petitioners and new deviſed Covenan­ters (eſpecially the contrivers and promoters of the deſigne) will be found the only continent wherein the ſaid epidemicall miſchief lodgeth, and from whence all feare therof ariſeth, and yet this very Petition, and new Machivillian Proteſtation is no other then an eleaven Membered deſigne for a new bloody direfull war even for the deſtruction of Religion, of his Maje­ſties honour and ſafety, peace of the three Kingdomes, &c. yea, and for the moſt horrible and dreadfull deſtruction, and ſubver­ſion of this mighty populous City: For it is firſt to be conſide­red by all who ſhall be moved hereunto to ſubſcribe, and be aſſiſtant before they ſubſcribe, aſſent or act, where, and by whom thoſe forementioned principles of Englands ſafety are ſo deſperatly endangerd; if it be found that theſe kind of enga­gers, contrivers, and drivers on of this new device, be the ve­ry men from whom all the ſaid danger hath hitherto ariſen, and from whō it is now only threatned, then this new engagement can be no other eſteemed then an engagement of the people in the very deſtruction of that, for which it thus glori [...]uſly pretends ſ [...]fety and preſervation: for can wee expect grapes of thornes, or figges of thiſtles? ſuch as are the engagers, ſuch muſt wee ſuſpect and deem the intent of, the engagement and deſignes, for every thing produces its like, and you may know a Beare by his paw. And to put the matter out of doubt, com­mon obſervation, or every mans wofull experience tell us where the faultlies; there are but two parties in the King­dome upon which now it can be laid, either this Army and their friends, or the obſtructing traiterous party in the two Houſes at Weſtminſter, with their Clergy accomplices & con­federates. As for the Army and their friends they have ever [Page] actually and viſible engaged for the foreſaid principles of com­mon right and ſafety, and now to give undoubted teſtimony to their uprightneſſe and ſincerity in their ſaid undertakings, they doe now faithfully and unanimouſly ſtand for the due and effectuall accompliſhment thereof, as their ſeverall printed pa­pers evidence to every impartiall capacity: Therefore there can be no juſt ground or reaſon in the engagement for theſe things, if the engagement be againſt them: for to engage a­gainſt the reall engagers for a thing is a direct engagement a­gainſt the thing it ſelfe, though never ſo much under the no­tion and colour of the thing: And now the face of this new de­ſigne is directly againſt the Army, for the reſcuing of his Maje­ſties Royall Perſon from their honorable ſafe protection and cuſtody, end enforcement of them at ſuch a diſtance to the City; and yet it would ſeeme to make the ſubſcribers believe, as if that were the moſt likely meanes, to prove moſt effectuall, to procure a firme and laſting peace without a further effuſion of Chriſtian Engliſh blood; and how like that is, let the world judge: For what can be ſurmiſed or concluded from them but j [...]rres, diſcord, ſtrife, confuſion, warres, effuſion of bloud, &c. for ſuch an en­gagement as this cannot poſſibly be without ſuch diſaſterous horrible effects, for what is done in this nature, and after this kinde, muſt needs be done by force of armes. T [...]erefore this engagement muſt needs ariſe from ſuch as are moſt deſperate inveterate enemies to the Army, and to theſe foreſaid pillars of the peoples ſafety, who for their owne protection in the ruine of the Army would engage King, Kingdome, and City in their owne deſtruction; therefore let this be a caution for every honeſt hand and heart endeavouring and deſiring the peace and proſperity of King and Kingdome to forbeare ſubſcription or concurrence thereto; touch not, taſte not, handle not.
Now concerning the factious traiterous party in the Houſe (with their complices) who are the hinderers of thoſe fore­mentioned principles of ſafety but thoſe? Are they not the party under the weight of whoſe trecherous deluſions, oppreſ­ſions, and cruelties, this Kingdome ſtill laboureth in paine? and who obſtruct the courſe of juſtice, and under that obſtruction protect themſelves from juſtice, even to the diſquieting of the [Page] Kingdome,  [...]ndangering the peace, and eminent ruine thereof? impartiall judgement tell us they are, and how can this new engagement (thoſe weighty premiſes conſidered) be judged for any other end, then for the protection of theſe delinquent traiterous Members, their accomplices, and accompliſhment of their owne factious deſignes, and even to the very apparent ruine of the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and endange­ring the ſtately ſtructures thereof to be laid levill with the ground? For who are the Armies enemies but theſe? And what party conſiderable in the Kingdome have theſe men to ſhelter themſelves from the edge of their particular charge? Are not their greateſt hopes in the City? And ſo rather then they will periſh even the City it ſelfe ſhall ſinck and periſh, for here­by they would engage it, to lay it ſelfe in its owne aſhes: for if this their deſperate work ſhould go forward, what can the Ci­ty expect, but to be ſacked, plundered, and deſtroyed, and left in its owne rubbiſh and ruines? for is not the whole King­dome in a manner concurrant with the Army? And if there ſhould be ſuch an engagement, and proteſtation and vow in the City, as one man to make reſiſtance, and to ſuffer no neutrallity amongſt them, how can they thinke to ſtand againſt this juſt and faithfull Army, and this Kingdome, and ſcape the conſuming vengeance of ſword and famine? C [...]rtainely vengeance will dog the heeles of the Tyrant and oppreſſour whether ſoever he flyeth, and when inquiſition is made, woe unto his protectours and defenders; therefore you that are, or ſhall be moved to this perilous bloody plot, looke well before you leape, yeaſter­day cannot be recalled, to day if you will heare the voice of ſafety, harden not your hearts, leaſt you hurry ſwift deſtruction upon your owne heads, the City, and Kingdome too: Thus having this foreſaid Petition and Covenant put into mine hands, I thought good in haſte to adde a ſhort conſideration thereto, that if hapily I may adde unto the juſt preventi­on of the ruine of this Kingdome and City thereby, and ſo preſent and leave both to the uſe, judgement and conſide­ration of all whom it may concerne, and remaine,
Faithfully devoted to the peace and ſafety both of Kingdome and City.


FINIS.
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