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ANTI BAAL-BERITH: OR The binding of the Covenant and all Covenanters to their good Behaviours.
BY A Juſt Vindication of Dr. Gaudens Analyſis (that is, his re­ſolving of the Covenant to Law and Juſtice, to Duty and Conſcience, to Reaſon and Religion: Or his diſſolving it) againſt the Cacotomy of a nameleſs and ſhameleſs Libeller the worthy Hypo­raſpiſtes of Dr. Burges.
Alſo againſt the pittyful Cavils and Objections of Mr. Zach. Grafton, A rigid Presbyter.
With an Anſwer to that Monſtrous Paradox, of No Sacriledge no Sin, to alie­nate Church Lands, without and againſt all Laws of God and Man.
Written by the Author of the Analyſis.
[a round engraving of a dog and a wild boar beneath the moon and stars]
Eccleſ. 7.16. Be not righteous overmuch.
 Phil. 4.8. Whatſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, of good report, if any vertue and praiſe, think on theſe things.

Votum non obligat niſi ad licita;
 Nec aſtringitur concientia, ubi violatur obedientia,

LONDON, Printed by John Beſt, for Andrew Crook at the Green Dragon in St. Pauls Church-yard. 1661.


THE AUTHOR TO THE READER.
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[Page]
HAving had the honor and happineſs, after the example of the great Atha­naſius, the induſtrious S. Auſtin, and our own learned Archbiſhop Whitguift, and Mr. R. Hooker, in our former dark and diſmal times, to en [...]ounter with ſome ſucceſs the enemies of this Church, of the King and Kingdom, in thoſe popular and preſump­tuous waies, wherein they moſt pleaſed them­ſelves: And having lived to ſee that the joy of Hypocrites, the proſperity of the Wicked, and the triumph of Violent men is but ſhort; I further applied my ſelf, ſince the moſt happy reſtaura­tion [Page] of our moſt welcome Soveraign and in  [...]im, of all things ſacred and civil, to advance the publiq [...] p [...]ice in thoſe precedent juſt and moderate way [...], wherein I ſaw the Remora's of our happy union did  [...] moſt continue. Among which, that of the Covenant ſeemed one of the greateſt and moſt popular: not as to  [...]oſe things in it, which are conſonant to its general expreſsions of Loyalt [...], Religion, and Reformation, of limiting all mens endeavours and actions to their place, duty and ca [...]ing agreeable to the Word of God, to the Laws of the Land, and to the power of godlineſs; To which all good men will readily a­gree:
But the ſcruple and ſcandal lies in that one captious particular of it, which concerns the Gov [...]rnment of the Church in the way of Epiſco­pacy, as it ſtands eſtabliſhed by our Laws, and conform to the Catholick cuſtom of this and all primitive, ancient Churches, which cannot be preſumptuouſly and wilfully aboliſhed by any one Church, or any Faction and party in that Church without the ſin of Schiſm; nor can it juſt­ly be oppreſſed, while that Government one­ly is under the appointment and protection of the Laws, and confirmed by the Oath and Con­ſcience of the King, as Supreme Magiſtrate: [Page] Nor can it be done charitably, while the abo­lition of Epiſcopacie muſt be made the inju­ry and utter undoing o [...] ſo many learned, godly, and innocent Biſhops, with other reverend Mi­niſters: Nor can it be done prudently, while the extirpation of Epiſcopacy, and introducing of an Headleſs Presbyterie, was, and is evidently to the overthrowing of all due Authority, Or [...]er, Government, Polity, Ʋnity and Peace in this Church and State: Laſtly, nor could not be done honeſtly & decently, becauſe ſo much to the reproach of this Church & Nation; of our religion as Chriſtian and Reformed, which hereby are ex­poſed by the factious humors, and violent no­velties of ſome men, to the higheſt and moſt odious Deformities of Schiſm, Rebellion, Per­jury, Sacriledge, Inordination and Confu­ſion.
To avoid all which miſchiefs ſo graſſant and incumbent on this Church and Kingdom, and ſtill fomented by ſome peeviſh men, none of the moſt learned, ingenious or influential; for the learned and ſober Presbyters do now all in Church and State (unite in a juſt Epiſcopacy, under a juſt Monarchy:) but the others are ſtill ſtickling againſt both, under pretext of their once covenanting, as they fancy, againſt the horns [Page] and hoofs, root and branch of all Biſhops and Epiſcopal Authoritie.
Hence I thought it my duty freely to ſtate the oblig [...]tion of that Covenant, which ſome men ſo urge and idolize, not as to any thing in it which is holy, ſacred,  [...]ust, honeſt, or legally neceſ­ſary (to which all men are tied by moral obli­gations, much ancien [...]er then this of the Co­venant) but meerly as to the parts of Epiſco­pacy and Presbyterie, as diſtinct modes of Govern­ment in the Church.
Againſt the firſt, and for the ſecond, ſome men fancie themſelves (yea, and the whole Nation) ſo ſtrictly engaged by this Covenant, that they may not in any kinde conform to Epiſcopal Preſidencie and Authoritie, though commend­ed to them by Scriptural precedents, by Apoſtoli­cal prudence, by Ca [...]holick cuſtoms, by univerſal conſent and approbation of all the learned and godly men, ancient a [...]d modern in this and all Churches, beſide the long poſſeſſion it hath had in our Laws of England; as having in it nothing evil, either againſt the Word of God, or the rules of right Reaſon, or Precepts of good Order and Politie, but moſt conſonant to them all, and ſo no way to be covenanted a­gainſt as evil and unlawful.
[Page]
For the ſecond (of headleſs Presbyterie) they are tooth and nail moſt pertinacious, and pretendedly conſcientious, though not com­manded of God any where, never uſed in the ancient Churches or this, a meer novelty as to the Church of England, againſt our Laws, and the very genius of the Nation, commonly be­gun by violence, and at beſt excuſable onely by neceſſitie: Commonly attended with many ſeditio [...]s injuries, indignities and rapines in Church and State; and ſo no way apt to be abſolutely co­venanted for, as having nothing in it piouſly, morally or politically good and neceſſary.
Yea further, Presbyterie, as an enemie to Epiſcopacy, is as much covenanted againſt under t [...]e name of Schiſm and Superſtition, as any thing can be, and as juſtly; ſince there is nothing more evident then this, That Presbyterie apo­ſtatizing from, and deſtructive to Epiſcopacy, i [...], as to the cuſtom of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, and as to this Church of England, a moſt noto­rious Novelty, and riotous Schiſm in an Eccleſi­aſtical ſenſe: And as to our Law [...], or National Con­ſtitutions (from Magna Charta to this day, which are all for Epiſcopacy) it is a Civil Schiſm, & ille­gal Faction, as full of ſuperſtition as ſedition; as un­righteous as unruly begotten by faction, maintain­ed [Page] by force, nouriſhed by blood and rapine, at laſt ſelf-ſhaming and deſtroying, no leſs then con­founding all things civil and ſacred.
Which is no falſe or odious reflection, but a true and  [...]uſt repreſentation of what our late miſe­ries have printed on our faces, heads, backs, ſides, hands and feet, as remarkably as the thorns, and whips, and nails, and ſpear did their wounds and marks on the ſacred Body of our bleſſed Redeem­er, when he was crucified with a ſcornful and wanton cruelty.
So that nothing in the World can appear more full of pride, partiality, preſumption and pertinacie, then for men once befooled with the popular, yet illegal and in practicable no­veltie of Presbyterie, to fancy themſelves to be bound by any ſacred Covenant, either to pur­ſue ſuch a dangerous, unlawful and deſtructive a toy, or to oppoſe ſo Apoſtolick, anciens, prudent, venerable and experienced a good as is in Epiſco­pal order and Authority, rightly conſtituted, and wiſely managed, according to our good Laws, and the examples of excellent Biſhops in all ages of the Church.
Hence I concluded, that no Covenant, Vow or Oath could in truth, judgement or righteouſneſs be taken, either abſolutely againſt the firſt, as [Page] it is good; or for the ſecond, as it is evil. So that if the Covenant (as to that clauſe againſt Pre­lacy) were urged againſt Epiſcopacy, which is good by the law of God and man, or for Pres­byterie, which hath no Law for it, nor any ne­ceſſary good in it, it muſt needs be ſo far null and void, unleſs it be (as it ought in reaſon, juſtic [...] and conſcience) regulated by ſuch a ſenſe and interpretation as is conſonant to Scripture, Antiquity, Law, Loyalty and Equity: Whereby not only Epiſcopacie in its ancient, legal, pater­nal and preſidential honor, rights and autho­rity; but Presbyterie in its ſubordinate  [...]uncture and fraternal aſsiſtance, might be united and maintained.
No man is further, then I deſire to be, from any profaning the ſacred name of God, by breaking any lawful Oath, Vow, or Covenant▪ or bringing ſin and ſhame upon any mens ſouls, much leſs on the Nation. Yea, I vehementlie aſſert what is for the matter of it, morally and religiouſly pro­feſſed in the Covenant; from which obligations no man can be free or abſolved, whether he took the Covenant or not: But I abhor the childiſh Impoſturage of thoſe, who under fair prefaces and pretences, in their covenanting way, ſeek to wrap up and carry on their unjuſt and ſacrilegi­ous [Page] d [...]ſign [...] & while they profeſſed at firſt to the W [...]rl [...]  [...] and  [...]ad, that they only aimed in the Covenant at humble, l [...]wful, loyal and honeſt endeavours, to reform what ſeemed, or really was amiſs in the conſtitution or adm [...]niſtration of Church Government in England: From hence (as Power and Succeſs tempted them) to ma [...]e a ſurprize upon King and Parliament, Church and State; and by the ſcrewings, and in­ſinuatings of Factious projects and practices, at laſt utterly to exclude all ancient, venerable and lawful Epiſcopacy, and to obtrude upon this ſo famous and flouriſhing Church and King­dom (without any counſel and conſent of a Nati­onal Synod, or any Civil Sanction of King, Lords and Commons) the illegal and undigeſted novelty of Presbyterie, which ſets up a p [...]tty Pope or Spiritual Prince in every Pariſh, and puts the grand Polity or Publique Government of the Church, into the power of thoſe young, ra [...], raſh and heady ſtriplings, who are fitter by far to be governed, then to govern in thief any thing beyond their Paſsions and Luſts, their families and pariſhes, which in a due ſubordination to their Fathers, Elders and Superiors, the Bi­ſhops, they may commendablie manage, as honeſt Conſtables under Iuſtices. But in a [Page] Parity or Superiority, they would be as deſpe­rate drivers as Phacion or Iehu; their pride, pe­tulancy, juvenility, faction, and fury would ſoon ſet Church and State on fire, as the mutinous Souldiers do an Army, when they are all im­patient to be commanded, and as ambitious to command others, as unable to command them ſelves or others.
While I was thus ſoberlie promoting this just & Chriſtian deſign, to which I preſumed all men of unintereſſed minds would chearfully concur, to curb the peremptorineſs of Presbytery, and to relieve the oppreſſed ſtate of Epiſcopacy, out comes firſt a notorious Libeller, the work of an impotent and incontinent Scribler, animated or inſpired (as it ſeems) by Dr. Burges (the quon­dam lay-Biſhop and Dean of Wells▪) where the Author being afraid to ſhew his face, or own his name, merits as little regard as his vile Anatomy, which is a confuſed Rapſody of Fallacy and Ma­lice, enraged from the jealouſie and dread of loſing the great adventure which that wretched perſon and D, B. ſeems to have in ſome ſacrilegious and unlawful purchaſe of Biſhops and Church lands.
After this comes another, as weak and wilful as the former, though not ſo rude or raving: But as amicable and civil as can be expected [Page] from a rigid Presbyterian, who reſolves not to be quiet, till he and his party rule Church and State, Kings and Biſhops, againſt all former cu­ſtoms▪ and preſ [...]nt Laws of this Church and Kingdom. So great a Dictator there is in little Mr Grafton a perſon whom I know not, yet I have ſo much love and value for him, as I finde him a pretender to ſomething Loyal, Logical and Religious, though no lover of Rhetorick or Biſhops.
With what ſucceſs he hath encountred the juſtice and loyalty, reaſon and religion to which I ſought to reduce the Covenant, and to which it muſt either bend or break, while I oppoſed the fa [...]tions, irrational, injurious, ſacrilegious, ir­religious and barbarous ſenſe which he and others with the Libeller ſeek into affix to it, poſſeſſed by a Presbyterian untamed spirit, I leave to the Readers judgement and conſcience.
Who, if an honeſt hearted Covenanter, hath libertie to keep what of it is lawful and juſt and is onely obliged not to practice what he could not deſire or promiſe, covet or covenant with­out ſin; that is, to do injurie to any honeſt man, much leſs to ſo many worthy men as the Biſhops of England, and other dignified Cler­gie men were and are, and  [...]leaſt of all to the [Page]Kings of England, yea to the whole Church and Kingdom, to the Laws, and to God himſelf: to the prejudice of any of theſe, no Covenant may be taken or kept.
I deferred my Apologie awhile firſt, becauſe I had not time ſooner to attend it: Secondly, becauſe I expected that others of the like bran and leaven would appear in the cauſe, and ſo I might take them altogether: though I finde no men of learning and ingenuitie, but are a­ſhamed to appear in ſuch a cauſe, which ſo foul and notorious a Libeller had ſo polluted, as a meer Borborites: who ſavours ſo ranck of a ſa­crilegious Apoſtate, that nothing is conſiderable that he can ſay or do like himſelf.
He ſeems to have ſome irons in the fire, with which his dear friend Dr. Burges is like to burn his fingers: Theſe he would fain hammer on the anvil of the Covenant, that is, ſacriledge, on what he calls ſacred: But the h [...]t ſparks fly too faſt a­broad to do much good on it: He will finde ſober Presbyterians, who are no Purchaſers of Church Lands, & ſo no way concerned in his ſad adventures, who do verie Loyally, Piouſly, Prudent­ly own, yea and profeſs to the Kings Majeſtie a quieſcency under Epiſcopal Government, as no way inconſiſtent with the Covenant, in ſuch a Le­gal,[Page] [...]uſt, Pious and prudent ſenſe, a [...] onely can make it materially la [...]ful and obliging.
The truth is, the Libeller is ſuch a Cretian Beaſt, and ſo greedie of fi [...]thy Lucre, that 'tis pity Mr. Grafton ſhould be cou [...]led with him: Therefore I have in moſt parts of my Reply, ſevered them as far as their Arguments or Sophiſtries differ. For this latter ſeems a corrigible Errant, the other an incorrigible Vagrant, who [...] the better world is onely obliged to thus far, that he did ſcare them with t [...]e addition of his dreadful Name: Nor need he any greater Temptor or Tormentor then his own evil manners, and ulcerated conſci­ence which I pray God to heal and amend. For God forbid, whoever he be, that he ſhould be out of my charity, w ile he is capable of Gods mercy.
To conclude, if I weary thee, O Reader, know I have firſt wearied my ſelf: and have no other excuſe but the petulant importunity of theſe two Antagoniſts, or Baal-beriths: The one of which is ambitious to have his will; the other covetous to preſerve his and Dr. Burges unhappy purchaſe, which are both now loſt gaines, unleſs all Eng­land loſe again their Laws and Wits, and honour and Conſciences, and Kings, and Religion, and all that is Civil or Sacred, juſt or honeſt, which God defend.
[Page]
Nor ſhall I be wanting by Gods help, as I have leiſure, to repreſs the flames of ſuch Incendiaries, while a few drops of ink will cool their courage, and confute their fallacy, and make their folly ſo ma­nifeſt to all godly wiſe men, that they ſhall pro­ceed no further.
This is cert [...]in, I have none to fear but God and the King, who abhor to be flattered: and if any factious or ſacrilegious ſpirits fancy that they are now ſo conſiderable as to be ei her feared or flattered by my ſpeech or ſilence in re­ſpect of their Cavits and Objections, they wil much miſtake their mark, as we [...]l as their party and inte­reſt; which in good earneſt, as far as it is Anti-epiſcopal, never depended upon any ſtrength of Reaſon nor ſincere Religion, nor honeſ [...]y and inge­nuity, but meerlie on Tumults and Armies, on popular arts, and factious fallacies, which are now God be thanked vaniſhed, like the midnight ſhadows or morning dews when the Sun is riſen. All wiſe and worthy men now ſee the beſt and bottom of Presbyte [...]ie, and the want & worth of Epiſcopacy: and after many ſad eſſays of facti­ons, are reſolved into the verity of faith, the ſanctity of morals, the ſolemnity of Devotion, the authority of Miniſtery, the eminency of E­piſcopacy, and the unity of this Church Nati­onal, [Page] which muſt be vindicated againſt all error, hereſie, ſc [...]iſm, prophaneneſs, immorality, irreverence, diſorder, faction, rigid Presbyterie, Pragmaticks, Independencie and all confuſion. The Scene is now happily changed by Gods miraculous mer­cy: nor will any thing now take, unleſs the Factors for Novelty can finde new Actors, and new Viſors, and new Armies for their deſigns. All the old palliatings and paintings are vaniſhed: nor hath Presbyterie any thing by which to recommend it ſelf to the Engliſh Nation, but penitent, hum­ble and loyal ſubmiſsion to the Laws, to the King, and to the Biſhops, which are no more to be ex­tirpated by Presbyters, their Presbyters may be extirpated by Biſhops: United, they are invinci­ble; divided, they will not be very conſiderable. A Paternal preheminency of the one, and a Fraternal ſubordination of the other, is the cen­ter and circumference of this Churches peace, and the great Confirmation of our Religion as Chriſtian and Reformed,
Farewell.
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WHen I firſt ſet forth my Analyſis or Reſolution of the Covenant (ſo far as it might any way ſeem reconcilable, and ought to have been conſiſtent, as with Law and Juſtice, ſo with the Apoſtolick and Catholick Government, of this and all ancient, Churches, in the way of Epiſcopal order and authority (That is leaſt Mr. Crafton ſhould again miſtake my meaning, the prefidency of one chief Presbyter or Biſhop among many, and above all leſſer Biſhops or ſubordinate Presbyters in his Dioceſs, according to the ancient cuſtom,Dr. Gaudens de [...]n in his Analyſis. and Laws Eccleſiaſtical and civil) my aim was onely to abſolve thoſe ſoberer or ſimpler minded Covenanters from thoſe ſuperſtitious and injurious ſnares, by which [Page] the artifice of ſome men (moſt what intereſſed in purchaſes of Crown and Church Lands) ſought under the ſpecious name of the Covenant, to captivate con­ſciences to themſelves, and oblige well-meaning men to everlaſting antipathies againſt that moſt primi­tiv [...], prudent, and only legal goverment of Epiſco­pacy, meerly through popular miſtakes, and ſiniſter prejudices againſt it; (of which no Oath, Covenant or Vow taken in Judgement, Truth, and Righte­ouſneſs can be guilty.) It was far from my thoughts by ſuch ſober and true, though to ſome men ſ [...]a [...]t expreſſions, as I then uſed in a matter of ſo great concern, to add any ſpark or fewel to thoſe ſad com­buſtions in Church and State, which had ſo long ex­hauſted the beſt blood and ſpirits of this Nation; And which were not thereby quenched until the ſoft dew [...] of heaven, and the liberal, but gentle ſhowres of the Divine goodneſs, diſtilled upon this ſcorched Church and State, in miraculous mercies, no leſs unexpected then undeſerved, by a fooliſh peo­ple, and ſinful nation; in which too many people being guilty of Rebellions and Regicides, of ſacri­legious and ſcandalous Apoſtacies, muſt needs be­hold our bleſſed change, with as much envy, terror and regret at our happineſs, as they have little re­morſe or ſhame for their former impietie, or preſent impenitency.
§. Mean while all religious hearts were greatly re­freſhed, filled and overflowing with joy and thanks for thoſe gracious and wonderful diſpenſations of God, not onely to the King and his Kingdoms, but to the diſtreſſed, deſpiſed, and almoſt deſtroyed Church of England; when they ſaw on the ſudden the [Page] perſon and majeſty of the King, ſo long baniſhed and contemned by men of blood and ſons of Belial, The late hap­py reſtaurati­o [...] of Eng [...]and. ubt paſſionately deſired, honored and loved by all honeſt Subjects and good Chriſtians, reſtored to his Kingdoms in peace; when they beheld the prince­ly branches of that royal ſtock and family replanted in their native ſoyl, the honor, fulneſs and freedom of Parliaments in Lords and Commons reſtored; the captive, and almoſt deſolate Church of England; which Foxes and Bores had waſted in a way to be redeemed; the oppreſſed Biſhops and other learned Churchmen, revived and in ſome ſort repaired; the juſt rigor of the long-baffled Laws recovered; the black and bloody ſcandals of our Chriſtian and re­formed Religion, begun to be removed; all things civil and ſacred to put on a new face, and (as after ſqualler of the flood) to begin to flouriſh to the ex­ceeding joy of all true Engliſh ſpirits, that had any regard to their reformed Church, and true religion ſo long flouriſhing in it.
§. After this bleſſed change of beauty for aſhes, of the wine of joy for the water of affliction, of order for confuſion; of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, for De­mocracy and Anarchy, for Presbytery and Independen­cy. Dr. Gauden thought it not amiſs to endeavour, as occaſion was given, with all meekneſs of wiſdom in truth and charity, fairly to remove any thing which he ſaw either in the nature of the things, or in peoples miſconceits, might any way hinder the happy progreſs, and conſtant growth of our com­mon peace and proſperity, both in C [...]urch and State; which as no preſumptuous ſins or inſolent uſurpati­ons of any men ought any longer to pervert; ſo nor [Page] ought any private paſſions, or perſonal prejudices, or illegal engagements, or groundleſs ſuperſtitions, or partial Vows and Covenants any way hinder or diminiſh; eſp [...]ially upon any ſuch account as hath no pr [...]iſe command, or particular inſtitution in the Word of God,The  [...]. nor yet any foundation or injunction in the Laws and cuſtoms of this Church and Kingdom; to neither of which the Covenant could pretend, in any plea of publick duty, right and neceſſity; either as to its matter, method, manner or authority; Nor doth either the Malipart Anatomiſt, or the modeſter Anal [...]ptiſt prove any of them; by which to give the Covenant any precedent validity of Religion or Law, as enjoyned by God or the King, apart from which its ſubſequent preſſure or bond upon the ſouls of the takers, cannot be further conſiderable, then its gene­ral matter was morally lawful, pious, juſt and chear­ful, unleſs they think that muſt be made a maxime in morality and piety,  [...]ieri non debuit factum vala [...]; which holds only good in ſome State policies, or caſes of civil exigency and neceſſity, where the change or remedy of things may be more dangerous, then the error and inconvenience which is happened.
 [...].§. Neither the Anatomiſt nor the Analeptiſt (whom Dr. Gauden doth not joyn now, or at any time toge­ther, as to any exact parallel of their minds and manners (which may differ as much as white and black, ſobriety and ſcurrility, ſanctity and ſacriledge, ſimplicity and Hypocriſie; but only as to thoſe com­mon notions and fancies of the Covenant, in which they ſeem to concur. I know there is as much dif­ference between an open and ingenuous Writer, and a malicious ſculking Libeller, as between the Letters [Page] of Z.G. and C B. or the name of Zachary Crafton, and Cornelius Burges) neither of them I ſay can be ignorant, that thoſe Covenants, Leagues, Oathes, Vows, and Ingagements, which ſometime prevailed upon the Nation, in broken and bleeding times (as Si­meon and Levi did againſt the Sichemites, when they were circumciſed and ſore) did ariſe rather from the violent pumpings of humane power and policy (according to the jealouſies, fears, animoſities,Th [...] riſe of the  [...]e [...] Cove­nants, and Lea [...]ue, and Vows in E [...]g­land. and intereſts of divided and prevailing parties) then from the clear fountains of Gods word, and Chriſts bleſſed Goſpel, which are pure and peaceable; nor yet did they flow from the ſprings of National Ju­ſtice, our Laws civil or eccleſiastical.
§. No, they were all foreign and exotick plants, which neither grew among the Scriptural Lillies, nor the Engliſh Roſes; but were ſlips or inoculations, inlays or off-ſets taken from the Scotiſh thiſtle, or from the Guiſian Garden, or from the laſt Bohemian bitter root, which by way of covenant too engaged that Kingdom and all Germany in ſo long and dread­ful a war, or from the Guenſes in the Neatherlands, who ſped not much better with their firſt covenant­ing: and how holy ſoever ſome men may yet eſteem any of thoſe covenanting patterns, yet we are ſure never any of them hath made any acceſs of holineſs, or honor, or peace and happineſs, either to the Re­ligion or Laws, the Doctrine or manne [...]s of any other much leſs of this Church and Nation of England, which were and are in themſelves the beſt conſtituted, and moſt deſervedly to be admired of any Church or Kingdom in all the world.
§. When firſt I had a curſory view of that infamous [Page]Libel (the An [...]t [...]ry or rather Cacotomy as I muſt call it,Dr. Ga [...]s  [...] of t [...]e Libel  [...] which ſought to give it ſelf ſome credit by Dr. Gaudens name; I thought it too great a loſs of time to conſider it, or the quiver out of which that ve­nomous, but harmleſs arrow came; I ſaw the Libel­ler under pretended zeal for the Covenant, was highly concerned in three things; firſt, To calum­niate and reproach, if he could, Dr. Gauden; next to conceal his wretched ſelf: Laſtly, To contend for the forlorn Dr. Burges, and revenge his quarrel; a client worthy of ſuch a patron; the proverb  [...]; And T [...]rdus ſibi malum caca [...], but its beyond conjecture, what black bird laid ſo ſpotted an egg; but ſince he was juſtly aſhamed of his ſelf, I thought it needleſs to ſcare the world by bringing to light this caca [...], this hidden work of darkneſs: Nor is it worthy of Dr. Gauden to mind all thoſe ſcurrilous and putid effuſions, which the Libeller makes of his own froth, filth and folly; It being below any  [...]n of honeſt employment, to ſcuffle with umbra's, to ſight with ghoſts, or to purſue ſuch Cretian beaſts, as are eaſily like rats, diſcoverable by their excre­ments.
§. Indeed, I juſtly for ſome time diſdained to take any exact view of the Libel, or make any re­ply to ſuch a pittiful Pamphleter, who hiding his head, or having indeed neither face or forehead (as a meer Acephaliſt) ſhewed onely the marks of his fowl hands and feet, ſordid with ſacriledge, be­ſmeared with blood, and filthy with all that turpi­tude which ruſtick or petulant malice is wont to ſuggeſt, to people of impotent paſſions, unbridled luſts, of ulcero [...] conſcie [...]es, and of infamous names, [Page] I judged it beſt not to touch ſuch an Incubus, ſuch a Borborites, and  [...]; who fruſtrates the moſt reſolute encounters, and vaniſheth with a ſtink or evil ſavour unſeen, as unclean ſpirits are ſaid to do.
Yea rather I thought it my part,The be [...]t re­venge upon uch Libeller [...] being fortified with Gods grace and my own integrity to ſummon and muſter up all thoſe holy charms, thoſe ſober graces, and ſerious conſiderations, which beſt be­came me as a man, a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; leſt I ſhould ſeem too ſenſible of the Libellers petulancy, or provoked to anſwer ſuch a Fanto or Incognito according to his folly; ſince firſt his own minde and manners will moſt ſeverely pu­niſh him. Next there was nothing that this Scribler could with any truth or probability reflect upon Dr. Gauden that deſerves to infect him with any diſcom­poſure, or the leaſt diſcountenance; no more then the foam and rage of waves can foil or ſhake that rock, againſt which they daſh themſelves. Nor did Dr. Gauden fear any evil or ſiniſter impreſſions to be made upon any Judicious or ingenuous Reader, who either knew his converſation or reputation, which (bleſſed be God) never yet uſed or needed any compurgators for his credit, nor any pleas for his Sa­criledge, nor any Apologies for his covetouſneſs and contentiouſneſs, unbecoming a man of common ho­neſty: Nor could he be blemiſhed, much leſs batter­ed by the ſcurrilous ſtroaks of ſo trivial a pen, or the cholerick barkings of ſo rabid a Libeller; whom to rebuke, or ſeek to reduce to any thing modeſt, ſober, juſt, and ingenuous, is to waſh a Blackmore, to change the ſpots of a Leopard, and fix the variations of Pu­tens or a Polypus, or a Camelion: I found the Libeller [Page] had more malice, and the other as little reaſon.
§. In this juſt neg [...]ect of them both, I enjoyed my ſelf for ſome weeks, after I had ſeen both thoſe Re­plie [...] againſt my Analyſis, while my attendance on better perſons and implo [...]ments gave the little leiſure to  [...]ind▪ what either this vild Libeller, or the other mod [...]ter Writer replyed upon my Analyſis, which is fixed upon their undoubted and eternal Principles of Juſtice and true Religion.  [...]. (1.) That as no man can law­fully covenant, ſwear▪ vow and engage himſelf, contra­ry to that duty which he ows to God, the King, the Church, the Laws of the Land, and the good of his Country: or contrary to that particular juſtice and charity which he ows to himſelf or other men. So (2.) if any man be ſurpriſed and  [...]amp [...]red by any ſuch covenanting words, and vowing forms, as may ſeem to involve him in ſuch, not only abſ [...]dities, and irregularities, but injuſtices and immorali [...]ies, either he muſt finde out and keep to, ſuch a commodious and honeſt ſenſe of the words, in the fulfilling and exe­cuting of his Vow, Oath and Covenant, as may con­ſiſt with Juſtice and true Religion, with known Laws, and former Oaths, binding indiſpenſably to the mo­rality of duties. Or (3.) If this cannot fairly be done, he muſt ſpeedily retract his Vow and Covenant, ſo far as he ſees it unlawful either in the ſuſception or exe­cution of it: yea he muſt repent of his raſhneſs, rectifie his inconſiderateneſs, and take an holy revenge of himſelf, by being, as more cautious of ſuch covenant­ing, ſo more zealous to do his duty quite contrary to thoſe ſnares and ſurpriſes which he now diſcovers in his Covenant, then ever he was to take it; ſo far un­adviſedly, as it proves unlawful for him to perform [Page] it: ſo far unadviſedly  [...]s it proves unlawful for him to perform it; and onely lawful for him in th [...]ſe re­ſpects to break it, however in other things juſt and honeſt he may keep it, by vertue of another and higher obligation, morally lying upon his conſci­ence.
§. But at length having a little leiſure, and conſi­dering that the popular emptineſs of the Analeptiſt, and the levity or contemptibleneſs of the Libeller, were made up by the ſeeming weight of ſome ob­jections, and the impudence of ſome calumnies, that as St. Jerom ſays in caſe of Hereſie, ſo in that of per­jury and blaſphemy; No man ought to have ſuch a ſilence or patience as may ſo cut ſtupid or neglective of his and re­ligious honor: Th [...] Libell [...]  [...]. I thought it a right due to my ſelf and to all honeſt men, tant [...] bla [...]eronis ineptius acrius coer­cere; Firſt, To let ſuch a vile Libeller ſee his ugly form in a true glaſs (if he dares to ſteal a ſight of himſelf in thoſe ſecret corners and diſguiſes) where this deaf Adder lurks; and whence it may be, I ſhall by ſome potent inchantments drive him to a more publique view, to own himſelf and his name.
§. After this to let Mr. Crofton underſtand, how little there is of pious perſwaſion in his credulous facility, and popular preſumption.
§. To which purpoſe I ſee it is neceſſary for me to abaſe my ordinary ſtile and language,  [...] t [...]e Re­  [...]  [...], ora­to [...]y. which it ſeems the paper ſpoilers cannot indure any more then Spi­ders or Toads can ſage or faſting ſpittle, becauſe it ſavours of ſomething which the one calls Oratory the other condemns for Rhetorick and luxuriancy of l [...]n­g [...]g [...]; yet both ſometimes vapor in words like I [...]em­  [...]l [...]  [...]s wh [...] pag. 6. the Libeller ſpeaks of 8 E. [...].  [...] [Page] one already arrived at ſuch herds of good words, and ſtocks of figures, rare and florid ſtrains of burnbaſt ſtuff, as fulſom as falſe; being indeed both of them as far from the true ſtrength and politure of acute or elegant writing, as the muſick of a Jews-trump is from the melody of a Lute: But deſpairing like the Satyr in the fable to ſing or play well, they ſeek to break all muſical Inſtruments in pieces which they can lay their paws upon.
§. Therefore to ſuit this Libellers groſſer genius, and the vulgar capacity of the Analeptiſt, I will endea­vor to entertain them both, with as flat and down­right expreſſions, as I can deſcend to: For I ſee they are better at plain cudgel-play, then at any way of finer fencing. For the firſt, you ſhall ſee him in his native colours and cloaths (like country fellows with their flail, and leather doublets) when he appears triumphing and ſtrutting in his Rhodomontado titles of defiance, in his prodigious raylings, in his ſarcaſti­cal Ironies; in his fallacious Sophiſms, in his dull ar­gumentations, in his ſpecious pretentions of zeal, and clamors for Reformation, which he loves as much as the Devil doth holy water; with theſe glo­zings doth he fawn upon any faction, that is proba­ble to renew our troubles, and releive his and his dear D.Bs deſpaire: With thoſe incongruous agita­tions doth he ſometimes ſtrike at the perſon of Dr. Gauden, his well known and true aſſertions, and at his uſeful variations as to places and imployments for ſome time, at his ſilence to D. B. his paradox of Sa­criledge; other while he flies to the refuge of his ſa­cred Covenant, of which he is more zealous th [...] Ia­cob was of his gods being taken from him, leaſt it be [Page] either reconciled to Epiſcopacy, or made Nehuſtan; for then farewel to all ſacrilegious purchaſes.
Thus the frantick humor of the man ſometimes heats the air, another while himſelf, while he lays at Dr. Gauden withal his might and malice, as the blind and enraged Cyclops did at Ʋlyſſes, ſhewing by his various freaks and inordinate digreſſions, as void of wit, oratory and method, as of truth and conſcience, how touchy and galled he is, by the ſore wounds which his former preſumptuous ſins, and now the laws of the Land do give him.
§.The title of the  [...]ibel b [...]g with bl [...] ­ſphem [...]. The firſt fanatick fit of this Libeller is to affix to his Paſquil a moſt true ſent title (the Anatomy of Dr. Gaudens Idolized nonſenſe and blaſphemy.) An In­ſcription fit for Goliah, or Rabſakeh, or Polypheusus, or Polypurgonices, or Damet [...]s, or ſuch Thraſonick vaporers and Hectors, who fancy that a bold defit and and challenge is half the combate and conqueſt; knowing that moſt ſpectators of Books look not much beyond the Title, loth to examine how it is made good in the Treatiſe, but preſently they go a­way, as fully informed of the whole ſtory, as they think they know by the Inſcription what is in the Apotheca­ries pots or boxes.
§. Though nothing is more uſual then theſe popu­lar acts of Impudent calumniators, Impud [...]nt aſperſions of old upon n­noc [...]n [...]y. and deſperate undertakers of a loſt cauſe; Shimei doubts not to brand David with the name of a man of blood, cur­ſing as he went the Lords Anointed; the Athenians call St. Paul a babler, others call him a peſtilent fellow and ſeditious: Nay the Jewiſh malice and blaphemy firſt ſ [...]ek to crucifie the good name and credit of [Page] Chriſt; ſometimes counting him a Winebibber and a glutton, a friend of publicans and ſinners; yea they c [...]y o [...]t of him as a blaſphemer; and when dead, re­p [...]te him a De  [...]er, Naboth is accuſed for blaſphemy t [...]a [...]  [...] ſtoned, and his vineyard poſſeſſed: what w [...]ll not  [...]a [...]ilegious avarice brand with blaſphe­my, if they  [...] to queſtion or ſhake the unjuſt titles of ſuch pu [...]c [...]rs. Poor Epiſcopacy, is nothing, and the ſa [...]red Covenant is nothing, and real blaſphemy is not m [...]h to this Libeller; but Biſhops, and Deans, and Chapters lands are all in all; The Covenant and E gagement too ſhall be ſacred, if they will help to keep out Kings and Biſhops, from recovering their rights: This is a better plea and title then any D. B. can bring in Weſtminſter-hall for his houſes and lan [...] at Wells, for which this Libeller is ſo paſſionate and warm an Ad [...]ocate; operculium pavilla digniſſimum; Ti [...] pitty the po [...] and its cover ſhould be parted.
 [...].§. But all this titular pomp and parades ſignifies no­thing with ſober and wiſe men, yea tis juſtly ſuſ­pected, there is little manly truth there, where the pi [...]lo [...] and idol i [...] ſo full-ſtuffed with Goats-hair; this is the wonted way for Quacks and Cha [...]ts to gull country lo [...]: Nothing is more eaſie then to prefi [...] ſuch Labels to the vileſt Libels, as thoſe paphleter [...] of the ſame barrel with this calumniator were in the laſt years wont to do; when on every Book­ſellers ſtale were laid out, The Antichriſtianiſm of all Biſhops, and Epiſcopal Ordination; Th [...] downfal of  [...]aals Prieſts; The vanity of Baby baptiſm▪ So that neceſſity of Reformation; The Divine right of Presbyte­ry: Chriſt on his Throne; A voyce out of the Temple, and the like. Some mens deſperate malice is ſo im­pudent [Page] as to brand with black ſtigma's, and crown with thorns, the moſt innocent hands and foreheads; alſo to adorn with Angelick vizards the moſt Hel­liſh Devils; as thoſe cruel Saints did the late murther­ed and martyred King, when they thought to juſtifie the outrage of their own Villany, by calling him a Traytor, a Tyrant, and a Murtherer; titles that this Libeller will not now dare to own in publique, not yet D. B. his great Confident, unleſs they could get again into Buff-coats, ride at the head of a Troop of Horſ, and make good that new charge which D. B. lays upon that King of glorious memory, as if he were fela de ſe, upon the point guilty of his own death and ruine, by his obſtinate forſaking the Parliament, (when he could not ſafely, ſtay at Whitehal;) and by his following, as he prates, the counſel of ſome Biſhops and Clergy-men, nay indeed, the dictates of his own conſcience, according to the Word of God, the Laws of the Land, and his Oath taken at his Coronation, to pre [...]erve the Clergy as well as the Laity, in their rights and immunities.
§. Among many other riddles of ſcurrility & ſillineſs, I could leaſt tel what the Libeller Q. What the Libeller means by Ido­liz d non-ſenſe. meant by the epithite Idolized Non-ſenſe, unleſs he feared and found by ſome experience, that the ſolid weight and divine truth of that free and rational Analyſis (void of ob­ſcurity, popularity, partiality, Sopiſtry, or flattery) was likely to prevail ſo far to the ſati [...]faction of all ingenious and honeſt minded Covenanters, as to re­deem them from thoſe Antepiſcopal animoſities and antipathies, in which they were cunningly engaged, and ſtill were ſought to be deceived by ſuch deceit­ful[Page]Workers, who hope to make uſe of the Covenant, onely to keep out Biſhops, and other Church-men from their Eſtates; and to keep theſe crafty Merchants in the poſſeſſion of their Purchaſes; elſe why ſhould this Libeller and his Bembo D. B. be thus touchy in the point of reducing the Covenant to ſuch a ſenſe as is not leſs conſiſtent with Epiſcopacy, then with right reaſon, and true Religion, with Law, and Juſtice, with good Order and Policy, with Verity and Cha­rity, with beam of divine goodneſs and glory, this Libeller is afraid honeſt men ſhould too ſoon diſcover, too much venerate and ſubmit unto for his profit and intereſt: For if the Covenant will not protect them from honeſt reſtitution, and feare the Law from a juſt reſumption of Church lands, illegally ſold, and ſa­crilegiouſly purchaſed (eſpecially by Miniſters of this Church;) yea, and very great Conformiſts too in times of yore, altum eſt, periiſti Sacrilege: All is loſt: What ſhall D.B. do for his money lent and dou­bled upon publique faith!
§. The term Idolized, is very improperly affixed by the Libeller to Non-ſenſe and blaſphemy: For who in theſe days is ſo blinde a Bigot, as to venerate thoſe Monſters to Reaſon and Religion? Is it not rather the Idolized Mammon of this Anatomiſt, and his Compeer D. B. which parts him upon ſuch outcrys, as Athaliah, crying Treaſon, Treaſon, when ſhe was the greateſt Traytor? Is it not his covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry, that makes him fear leaſt his Dagon of Sacriledge, ſet up in the Temple of his heart, and proſtituted to the view of the World by new caſes, and ſtrange paradoxes, v [...]es & r [...]s, printed and reprinted, to [Page] the nanſeum and loathing of all honeſt men, leſt this ſhould fall before the Ark of God? That juſtice, ho­neſty, and truth, which ought to prevail, as in every Chriſtians ſoul, ſo in every Chriſtian Church and State; againſt which no vain pomp of pretended, ille­gal, incompleat Authorities, and ſo invalid, may any longer take place, or keep poſſeſſion, againſt the rightful owners.
§. It is not Idolatry, but pure Religion, It is true Re­ligion which re [...]eems men from errors. and unde­filed (which good Chriſtians will highly value, ex­actly follow, though to their detriment) which un­deceives honeſt-meaning men of ſuperſtitious ſnares, and popular ſurprizes, of vulgar miſtakes, and per­nicious errours; which brings them out of darkneſs and doubting to clear light; out of Egypt, to Goſhen; out of partial bands, and politick ſcrupuloſities, to pi­ous, honeſt, and prudent liberties, confined to, and conſiſtent with the Laws of God and the Land; be­yond which no Comet, no Ignis Fatuus, lawfully may or can lead Good Chriſtians, and Loyal Sub­jects.
§. This was the deſign and work of the Analyſis, not Idolized, but juſtly eſteemed by conſciencious and judicous men, for its ſober ſenſe, and ſolid piety,  [...]y which it will prevail in ſpite of all pitiful Libels and Pamphlets; for Magna eſt veritas & prevalebit. Tis as groſs and a ſinine fancy to charge the world with Idolizing non-ſenſe and blaſphemy, under the title of Dr. Gaudens name, as it was a falſe and ſcurri­lous reproach caſt by the Heathen on the Jews and Chriſtians, that they worſhipped an Aſſes head; or [Page] the pedenda of their Prieſts: The forty Libeller may ſooner hope to have his Cacotony Idolized, and him­ſelf, when he dare own his name, or ſhew his face as father to this go [...]dly b [...]t, to be venerated by all his ſacrilegious So [...]r [...], that by the impotency of his wi [...] and impudence of his  [...]quil Oratory, he can long keep them in poſſeſſion of the illegal Purchaſes, and either by fo [...] keep out the Lawful owners of thoſe Lands and Houſes, or elſe, (as in a deſperate ſiege) rather  [...] and blow up all (As D.B. threatens) then fairly  [...]poi [...] the uſurpation: uſurpation: This may get the Libel­ler and his Crony D.B. the report which Hieroſtratus had; or the veneration which Cain and Judas enjoy­ed, who wanted not thoſe that almoſt Idolized their name, and memories, for the atrocity and infamy of then faces; qui ipſo ſcelern molimina, & i [...]mitate credebanter p [...]; a many of latter years were cryed up for Saints, upon no other account, but the inſo­lency, proſperity, and impenitency of their evil actions.
 [...].§. For the daſh of Non-ſenſe (which this Scribe and Phariſee impute, to the Analyſis as falſly, as he writes ſenſe) he is indeed highly concerned that the world ſhould think it ſo, that they might forbear to read it, becauſe he feels in his fortunes, as well as his covetous conſcience, ſo quick a ſenſe of its pregnant weight and power, as is ſufficient to make even cre­dulous men cautious, and raſh men circumſpect, up­on the ſerious and juſt review of thoſe things that pretend to Religion, and yet appear in ſober ſenſe inconſiſtent with our good Laws, with Loyalty and common equity; But can this Stenter hope to ſcare [Page] any honeſt men from reading Dr. Gaudens  [...]  [...] l [...]y decrying it for non-ſenſe, and yet own it as Id [...]liz [...]d▪ that is, highly eſteemed: who will not rather feel the quick motions of humane curioſity to read ſuch a pi [...]ce, as ſhall bear Dr. Gaudens name, and yet be tra­duced by a nameleſs Libeller for non ſenſe, yea, and Idolized non ſenſe? The world expects as little nonſenſe from Dr. Gauden, as it doth modeſty or truth and honeſty from any ſuch Libellers, or their Co [...]pi­rators and Favourites, ſuch as D. B. who are aſham [...]d to own what they ſay or do; onely they are diſco­vered, by doing and writing ſo as becomes no men but Monſters of baſe avarice and impudence, received by no vertue or ſenſe of honour from thoſe impudi­cities, which render them at once impudent, and yet aſhamed to be known as Authors of ſuch rare at [...]hiev­ments, as theſe Libellers are; by which the vain ca­lumniator hopes to blinde the Engliſh world, yea, and the knowing City of London, with theſe viſards and diſguiſes put upon Dr. Gaudens Analyſis of the Co­venant, as if it were not worth reading, being ar­rant Non-ſenſe; nor ſafe to read, being Blaſphe­my.
§. Doubtleſs in this the Libeller miſtakes his myſterie of iniquity; for as all England, The eye of the Eng [...]  [...] opened. ſo chiefly the City of London, hath now learned wiſdom by their afflictions: Their eyes are opened by thoſe ſharp eye ſalves which God hath applied to them, and by which he hath made all the ſeales of ſpecious and popular pretences, with the filmes of faction and violent Reformation; to fall off. They now diſcern thoſe to be but Teraphines and Idols of the vulgar; the machinations and artifices of crafty Politicians, [Page] which  [...] cryed up for Gods and Images  [...]. All honeſt Citizens and others,  [...] intereſt, as their purchaſes of Crown and  [...] land [...], or their debenturs, do  [...] between precious liberties, and  [...] between religious engagements, and traytero [...] con [...]ederacies, between ſuch ſacred Lea­gues, and lawful Oathes  [...]towed by God, and impo­ſed by due Anthon of men.
 [...]. It muſt be very groſs non-ſenſe indeed, that any man muſt now write of the former policies, projects, and proceedings of ſome men, and not therein diſ­cover how enterfeiring they were with, and contra­dicti [...] to the Laws and Oathes of God and man; ſo againſt their own declared Proteſtations, Promiſes, and Propoſals, that even the ordinary Reader will eaſily diſcern the palpable cheats and frauds no leſs then force put upon the Nation; and carried on with, an high hand againſt King and Clergy, againſt Lords and Comment, againſt our eſtates, liberties, and lives, againſt the order, honour, peace, Religion, juſt Reformation and Conſcience of the Church and State: And all this to gratifie the ambition, cove­touſneſs, revenge and envy of ſuch men, as cared not what havock they made of things Sacred or Ci­vil, provided they could get pay, and make a good purchaſe of Crown, or Church, or Delinquents lands.
The  [...] of D [...].  [...] c.§. This Libeller juſtly fears the potent impreſſions of that pious ſenſe, which Dr. Gauden is wont to preach and write (beyond any ſuch Scriblers reply) when he remonſtrates and appeals (as he hath ſome­times done both by preaching and printing) to the [Page] City and Countrey, to the grand body of this Kingdom, to all degrees of good men in Church and State, what ſenſe they have of our paſt times and Tr [...]gedies, what advantages the Laws or Liberties, the Peace and Plenty, the Honour and Happineſs of the Nation hath gained; yea, what Reformation and Improvement hath been made, as to the Religion, and the mindes or manners of Engliſh people, yea, of Engliſh Preacher [...] too, by all thoſe ſacred and ſolemn, but now illegal leagues, vows, and covenants, ſtrange oathe and new engagements; yea, by the horrid  [...]cecra­tions and abjurations taken, propoſed and impoſed by ſome.
If all Eſtates of this Nation had loſt their ſenſe of their ſins, ſeductions, and ſufferings, what made them by Dr. Gandens and other mens inſtigation [...] expreſs ſo general and great reſentments of their, and their poſterities ſad condition, that they were impatient to be any longer bafled; when from the City and all parts of the Kingdom, the confluence of mens juſt paſſions, was ſo great, and ſo ſtrong, that like a mighty torren [...] or inundation, they bare all be­fore them that oppoſed their juſt deſires of returning to their priſtine happy condition both in Church and State.
§. Theſe were the motions of men not eaſily taken with non-ſenſe, or with blaſphemy; with what is void of Reaſon, and Religion, I believe this Libeller and C.B. too found, and to this day (as they intimate) feel it to their extream grief, how that great Aſſem­bly of the City of London, were affected with Dr. Gaudens pious non-ſenſe, and honeſt Blaſphemy, when preaching at S. Pauls, before the Lord Mayor, [Page] and  [...] he did ſo Anatomize thoſe cruel  [...] and  [...]fty Empericks of the times, the ſlight  [...]eale [...] wh [...] made their profit and pleaſure out of the d [...]ſca [...]  [...], and miſeries of their Coun­trey  [...] then the Humpers at once tremble and rage at the truth and courage of Dr. Gaudens non-ſenſe How were the Regicides aſtoniſhed at the ſword of  [...] mouth, that Word of God? How were the ſacrilegious Merchants of Church Lands app [...]ed before that blaſphemy, vvhich being like thunder and l [...]ghtning, delivered by Dr. Gaudens tongue and p [...]n, quite blaſted all the glory of their pu [...]ch [...]ſe [...] of vvhich ſo ſeaſonable and influential Sermons and Writings, ſpecially that of the Tears of the Church of England, this Libeller cannot but ex­preſ [...] a deep ſenſe in that ſad marginal note, p. 1. of his vvretched Pamp [...]et, finding in it to this day no great uſe of  [...]tion, either to himſelf or his darling Dr. Burg [...].
 [...].  [...]. For  [...] that time, the bloody Babel fell and could riſe no more, from that day many vvicked men began to look vvhat rocks and mountains might co­ver them: After that all honeſt and juſt men dared to expreſs their ſenſe freely, and to diſcern the real non-ſenſe and impudence of Dr. Burges his clamorous caſe, and important plea for ſacriledge, vvith vvhich (as the Widdow) he hoped to vveary out, and tire the juſt and unjuſt Judges, to confirm his ſacrilegious bargains. Then did the Golden Caloes, vvhich the purchaſers of Crown and Church lands had ſet up to themſelves, become Nehuſtan, and fell to povvder; about vvhich this Anatomiſt, and his dear Benjamin C. B. had ſo devoutly danced a long time: Such Gods [Page]in our Iſrael vvould theſe regicidious and ſacrilegious ſpirits ever have to go before them, vvhich ſhould nei­ther knovv nor puniſh their enormous ſins, blaſphe­mies, and hypocriſies, being Gods indeed of non ſenſe, having eyes, and ſee not; ears, and hear not; and ſuch are all thoſe that ſometime cryed them up, and truſt­ed in them, as this wretched Libeller, and his ſecond D. B. who by this time may have ſome quicker ſenſe of Dr. Gaudens non-ſenſe, notwithſtanding they have  [...]ick Skins, brawny Hearts, and cauterized Conſci­e [...]ces.
But if this LibellerNo ſuch dan­ger of writing non ſenſe as the L [...]beller tears. and his copeſ-mate (whoſe time is eaſier known by his ominous Acroſticks, C. B.  [...] D.B. that's the name and number of the Beaſt)  [...]ave found ſo compleat non-ſenſe in Dr. Gaudens Analyſis, what pity it is, that this doubty Champion,  [...]nd his Squire (like Sancho Panca to Don Quixot)  [...]hould prodigally loſe ſo much precious time and va­  [...]our, in combating with Nonſenſe, as he did with a  [...]indmil.
§. Non-ſenſe fights againſt it ſelf, and muſt needs  [...]ll with its own weight, as ſand without lime: The  [...]riter of non-ſenſe is never likely to infect the  [...]orld with hereſie, or any dangerous doctrines: This  [...]lain of non-ſenſe made the Valentinians and Mani­  [...]ces of old ſo ridiculous, and the Familiſts of later  [...]yrs, and the Quakers laſt of all, whoſe futility  [...]e beſt confutes, and the experience which ſober  [...]rn have of their dotage or delirancy
§. But ſure the Libelling Anatomiſt ſound more of  [...]ſ [...]ſe in Dr. Gaudens The Libellers too great ſenſe of D. G's non-ſenſe. Analyſis, then Ixion did of a  [...]ddeſs in the cloud he ſo ſtrictly embraced: Nor [Page] would he have ſo  [...]agerly purſued it, and its inno­  [...]nt A [...]thor, even to the accuſation of Blaſphemy,  [...]yphemus did after Ʋlyſſes, with his blinde and  [...]oody forehead) if he had not felt the picquaent darts of  [...]  [...]erſe and reaſon, Religion and Conſcience, in Law and Juſtice, deeply fixed in his breaſt and other men [...] too.
 [...]e Ad quid perdetio haec? What needed this paſ­ſion and conſumption of the little wit, and leſs re [...] ­ſon whereof this Libeller is guilty. Men of ſm [...]ll ſt [...]ks muſt not be prodigal: Dr. Gaudens Sophiſty at  [...] which is a ſemblance of ſenſe, and Reaſon, and Religion▪ had been worth his examining: But wh [...]t p [...]y [...] it that ſo great an Artiſt, though unknow [...],  [...]  [...]i [...]ful an Anatemiſt, though Anonymus, ſhoul that pen his lipp [...]nt eyes, and whet his butcherly knif, and ſtretch  [...]t his bloody hands, onely to cut t [...] th [...]at of this Analyſis and chop it in more pie [...] then Medes did her children, and yet exerciſed that skill or cruelty upon a ſimple piece of non-ſen, which could hardly at once be guilty of non-ſēc and blaſphemy too, any more then natural Ideo, Fool [...] and Madmen can; who being, as the vul [...]r ſpeak, bereaved of their ſenſes, that is of right  [...] ­ſon, are not capable of ſenſe, of malice, much ſs of Blaſphemy: Nor was ever any man ſo voic [...] of ſenſe in honour, as to challenge and combat  [...]h thoſe poor creatures, whoſe defects are their p [...] ­tection, both from Gods and mans juſtice.
The  [...].  [...]. But it is the intereſt and policy of ſome a [...] ­cious ſpirits, to charge the ſevereſt and moſt ſca [...] ­ing Truths with Non-ſenſe; when themſelves ar [...]y many hypocriſies, praſumptions, relapſes and apoſt [...]es [Page] grown paſt feeling, and given over to a reprobate ſence: Men are loth to own the ſenſe, that is the reaſon and religion of that Diſcourſe which they ſee  [...]nds to deſtroy their luſts, yea to weaken much their  [...]ill gotten eſtates, if they ſhould make reſtitution with Zacheus, without which no ſaving repentance; thus the Athonians pride, counts St. Pauls reaſoning bab­ling; and carnal men call the wiſdom of God the fooliſhneſs of preaching: Feſtus being moved to a trem­bling, Act. 24.25. by St. Pauls preaching of righteouſneſs, temperance, and Judgement to come, was willing to avoid the edge and dint of thoſe potent expreſſi­ons, by crying out, Paul thou art beſide thy ſelf, much learning hath made thee mad; from the ſame ſad o­men and preſage that Dr. Gaudens Analyſis may bring all good Chriſtians and loyal Subjects to a right ſenſe of their duty to God, the King and the Church, be­yond or againſt which no covenant of humane inven­tion and illegal impoſition ought or lawfully can lead or drive them, this Libelling Rabſhekah, this A­natomiſing Shimei calls it nonſenſe and blaſphemy; But as the jeaſtings of wiſe men are better then the moſt ſerious muſings or ploddings of weak and fooliſh heads; ſo will Dr. Gaudens nonſenſe prove more po­tent in the end with all godly and honeſt men, then the moſt ſpecious ſhews of ſenſe and ſacredneſs, which others pretend: and with great impatience cry up as the Epheſine rabble did their Diana; with an eye to their gain; fearing that if their Antiepiſcopal ſenſe of the Covenant be baſted, their ſacrilegious and il­legal purchaſes muſt be null and vacated: For if Dr. Burges D. Burges his ſacrileg ou [...] and  [...]  [...]al­lacy. argument be good, the Office of Biſhops, Deans and Prebends are aboliſhed without any law, by a [Page] temporary  [...] of Lords and Comment, ergo, th [...]  [...] be ſold, which fallacy might as we [...] b [...]g [...] againſt the King's and Crown lands: It will f [...]llow, tha [...] when Biſhops, Deans and Chapters are by lawful power reſtored, according to L [...]w, to their Offices and Places in the Church, the [...]r  [...]an [...]'s  [...]nd houſes alſo muſt be according to Law reſ [...]  [...]ed to them.
 [...]The j [...]ſtice and wiſdom of the juſt God, and of  [...]ll j  [...]t men, poſſibly the Libeller may think to be fooliſh [...]ſs and injuſtice (conſidering how much mo­ney  [...]e and his partn [...]r Dr. Burges, hath laid out up­on ſo no legal or juſt Title, Biſhops and Cathedral la [...]d [...]:) yet the event will declare how little ſenſe  [...] conſcience, prudence or piety theſe purchaſers had; when out of regret of their ſupine folly in making ſuch non  [...]enſ [...]y purchaſes, as to buy what was by Law another mans, and by no lawful power alienated from them, they will be ready to blaſpheme God and the King, yea to curſe themſelves, and all thoſe who were the means to lead them into ſuch palpable ſnares of Sacriledge, folly, and injuſtice, againſt God and the King, againſt Church and State, to their very great loſ [...] and detriment.
The L [...]beller  [...] and r [...]r [...]anted.What ſenſe and ſecret feeling this Libeller hath of Dr. Gaudens non-ſenſe, in ſtating the lawful, mo­ral, and onely obliging ſenſe that can be made of the Coven [...]nt, he is willing to diſſemble; and ſtrives, though in vain, to put on a ſhew of confidence; but one they eaſily ſee, that the Analyſis, like Ebuc [...]s dag­ger in Iglon [...]belly, hath ſtruck deep; and is ſo lodged in his bowel, that the dirt and filth comes forth, in theſe imputations of Idolized nonſenſe and blaſphemy; [Page] both which the Libelling Anatomiſt, and Dr. Burges his dear Pupil, will then be in better temper, and have more leiſure to prove, without paſſion, when they have both reſtored Biſhops, and other Church Lands, to the rightful owners, according to the Law of God and man, and the rules of all juſtice, which bindes us to give to every one their own, and to do to others, as we would be done unto: Dr. Burges would have his illegal bargain againſt the encroachments of the Corporation or City of Wells; and the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, with the Dean and Prebends, would have their eſtates from Dr. Burges: Which once done humbly and ingenuouſly (without force, or firing him out of his fine houſe, as he threatens the learned Dean of Wells Dr. Criton) this bleſſed and penitent pair will be much more able, with clearer eyes to diſcern, and juſter zeal to deteſt the Idolized non­ſenſe and blaſphemy of Dr. Gaudens Analyſis; then will they be beſt Judges of the honeſt and onely lawful ſenſe of the Covenant, when they ſhall hope to get nothing by it; yea, and ſo far conform to it, as to maintain the juſt right of King and Subject, of Church and State; which will undoubtedly caſt out Dr. Burges, and bring in the Biſhop and Dean of Wells to their properties and liberties of enjoying their own according to Law.
§. When I finde Dr. Burges, and his Patron this Libeller, The expectati­on of the Li­belle [...]s and D. E's repen­t [...]nce. thus cloathed with righteouſneſs, and in their right mindes, no leſs then their rightful houſes and eſtates; when I ſhall ſee them more cautious of making good that proverb, A fool and his money are ſoon parted; when they have eyes to ſee, what is written in great Letters upon all Church Lands and [Page]Eſtates, Caveat Emplor, as Ment Tekel Perez, was on  [...]elſhazzars walls when they are as much trembling at that hand writing, which curſeth every man, yea, every Nati n that dares rob God, and his Prieſts, or by the  [...] Anal [...]gy, Chriſt and his Miniſters, which blaſteth a [...]l ſacrilegious and preſumptuous purchaſers, with the Apoſtolical Anathema or Thunderbolt which ſtruck Ananias and Saphyra dead, and aſtoniſhed Simon Magus, with, Thy money periſh with thee; when I ſee them got out of that hand of iniquity, and gall of bitterneſs, ſacrilegious covetouſneſs and cruelty, which da [...]es with open forehead comply with, and countenan [...]e, yea truck and trade, with thoſe Huck­ſters, wh [...] labour to deprive all excellent Biſhops, and other learned Churchmen in England, of their lawful, merited, and well uſed Eſtates and Dignities; yea, to deprive this ſo ancient, Chriſtian, and reformed Church of England, of that primitive, Catholick and Apoſtolick  [...]o [...]ernment of Epiſcopacy, and all thoſe prudent helps of Church Government, which were by way of counſel and aſſiſtance applied to Biſhops, in the Dean and Chapters, as a conſtant Presbytery.
When I ſee Dr. Burges his reſolution, his recanta­tion; his retreat from the traverſes, with which this Dr [...]medary hath wearied himſelf: When his prodro­mus or Jack [...]al, thi [...] Libeller ſhall make a new Eſſay of his wil [...] and ſenſe, and z [...]al in diſcovering Dr. Burges his reſtitution and real repentance; when I find them both, or one of them, which is as good as both, like I [...]bohus, proſtrate at the Church porch, on the ground, and crying out, Calcate me ſalem inſipidum; then it will be time to examine, what non-ſenſe and blaſphemy they really find in Dr. Gaudens Analyſis; [Page] which will not be ( [...].) like Jonahs Gourd, of a nights growth, and a days withering; but it will be like Sempervive or Ever-live, flouriſhing like Aarons Rod, bearing fair leaves of right reaſon, and ripe fruits of true Religion, Juſtice, and Reaſon, both be­fore God and man; nor ſhall the ſcratching of any ſuch Bramble be able to deſtroy its fruit or floridneſ [...]: to which all ingenuous Covenanters will chearfully conform; whoſe freedom is this, not to be bound by any cords of men, contrary to thoſe obligations, which Gods laws, and the laws of the Land have upon them. If any thing as a ſnare, or ſurprize, or miſtake be put upon them by others, or taken up by them­ſelves, contrary to theſe moral and mutable ties of Piety, Equity, and Charity, they are no more bound to keep and perform any Vow, or Covenant, or Oath in any ſuch raſh and unlavvful ſenſe, then thoſe Jevvs vvere to make good their Corban, of devoting all their goods to God and his Temple, rather then re­lieve their neceſſitous Parents; or then David vvas bound to keep his, vvhen he reſolved (vvith, God do ſo to me and mine alſo) to deſtroy Nabal, and all his houſe; which military and cruel purpoſe, yea ſo­lemn proteſtation in Gods name, he piouſly, chear­fully and thankfully broke, yea, recanted it, at the wiſe interceſſion of Nabals wife.
But the bold charge of Blaſphemy, By charging Dr. Gauden with blaſphe­my, the L [...]bel­ler  [...]e to [...]ch­eth  [...]e wh le apt of ſt [...] ­ty o [...] parti [...]lity added to non-ſenſe and both Idolized, is of ſo hainous a nature, and ſo re­proachful, not onely to Dr. Gauden, but to the whole age he lives in, and to all ſorts of worthy perſons (who doubtleſs never took Dr. Gauden for to be ſo bold a ſinner, as at once to rob God of his glory, and his [Page] Church of its honour; or to blaſpheme either God or the King) that the prodigious Libeller, though he is juſtly aſhamed and afraid to own himſelf or his name, yet ought not to [...] much to flatter himſelf in Dr. Gau­dens ſilence for a time▪ in his own concealment, as if th [...]ſe would keep him ſecret and ſafe from the re­venge wh [...]ch hangs over him; Alas the Author of it, is not onely ſec [...]ndly ſuſpected, but evidently known to all the better world at London, and in the Coun­trey, to be ſuch an one as might probably have ſerved A [...]abs covetouſneſs▪ and Jezebels cruelty, in charging Nab [...]th with Blaſphemy; yea, he is prone to think and write of all Biſhops, Deans, and Prebends, as Blaſphemers; men not fit to live, and enjoy their own, but to be either ſtoned, or ſtarved to death; that he may (as a ſpiteful-waſp, who hath more of the ſting then honey) ſtill enjoy the ſweet hi [...]es of thoſe Drones, thoſe Idle-bellies, as that Cretian B [...]rbo­r [...]t [...]s, calls perſons every way ſo much his betters, that it is to their diſparagement to compare them with ſuch a Muſhroom [...] who is (beſides common fame) up­on record in Chau [...]try, by a ſentence given May 1. 1657. bleſſed with this Encomium in Hippeſlys caſe; that he appears to be an Author and Abettor of ſo great injuſtice and oppre [...]ſions, as are not only utterly in­becoming a man of  [...]ommon honeſty, much more a Mi­niſter of the Goſpel, whoſe life and converſation ſhould be exemplary in all vertue, &c.
Quis celum terrae [...] non miſceat & mare culo;
 —Si fur diſpliccat Veri.

[Page]
It would have made an horſe break his bridle,Of the Author of the Libel. and ſtartle to an extaſie all the ſober world, to hear Verres inveigh againſt The [...]very, or Cataline againſt conſpiracy, or Ceſar Borgia againſt luxury, or C.B. againſt Sacri­ledge, or this Libeller againſt blaſphemy, and yet con­ceal his name as aſhamed of his zelotry, and clamor aloud for the ſacred Covenant (forſooth) and cry out againſt all as blaſphemy and blaſphemers that ſhall ſo abate the rigid, factious and unjuſt ſenſe, by ſome imputed to it, and proſecution againſt Biſhops and E­piſcopacy, as may make a fair and honeſt way to their juſt reſtitution, to thoſe rights of eſtate, honor and authority, which by law are due to them, and only by the will and power of a few men was taken, or ra­ther beaten or extorted from them.
How ridiculous would this Act and Scene of this Li­beller have appeared to all Spectators who ſhould have ſeen him (if he durſt have been viſible) at this loud out-cry of blaſphemy, rending his garments, and tear­ing the hair off his head and beard (if the laſt be not lately cut off to diſguiſe him, and the other as ſhort as his eye-brows) in a moſt pitteous and hideous manner; as the high Prieſt did when he cryed out againſt Chriſt We have heard his blaſphemy, &c. themſelves then moſt guilty of blaſpheming the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, when they kindled moſt like touchwood or tinder at the imaginary ſparks of blaſphemy, as this Libeller doth, who if he ſhould rake his own evil heart, or the Devils skul, can find no ſhew of this fowl le­proſie of blaſphemy upon Dr. Gaudens Analyſis; ſave only that Dr. Gauden, in that as in all his ways, nei­ther doth nor ever did bow down and worſhip either that Covenant, or any other Engagements, civil or [Page] ſacred, which any party of men ſet up in England, in ſuch words, or under ſuch a ſenſe and deſign, as were inconſiſtent with, and contrary to thoſe prece­dent Oathes, upon his and the Nations ſouls; which obliged to all things juſt and honeſt toward God, the King, and all men; Nor could in Dr. Gaudens judgement after-Engagements and Covenants either violently impoſed or ſpont [...]neouſly undertaken, any way abſolve from the former lawful bonds, nor bind men to act in the leaſt degree contrary to them.
This, this is the blaſphemy, the non-ſenſe, ſo offen­ſive to the Libeller,The  [...]. to C. B. and all thoſe who firſt proteſting and after covenanting to keep to the re­formed Religion, eſtabliſhed in England, to the Laws and Liberties of the Nation, to their duty to King and Parliaments, the Church and their Country, were yet (at laſt) ſo hurried down the torrents of factions, furies and rebellio [...]s, as they not only took away from godly and learned Biſhops, and many o­ther worthy Churchmen their lawful eſtates; but they tore up even their adored Parliaments and Re­preſentatives by the roots, and pulled out thoſe cove­nanting Lords and Commons by the ears; they turned all firſt to Pre [...]bytery, next to Independency, and at laſt to Anarchy.
Yet did not this gentle Libeller or D.B. all that time accuſe any of thoſe ſons of Belial with the leaſt ſpot of blaſphemy, although they were no great Bigots or obſervers of the Covenant, in any ſenſe loyal, religious, or lawful, but as ſwine trampled all under their feet, onely they ſtill correſponded with this Libeller, and the Chicken under his wings, D.c. Burges, ſo far as to make good the bad purchaſe of Biſhops and other [Page] Church lands, which he had made. All this while the moſt prodigious Violaters, bafflers, and ſcorners of his Sacred Covenant, were ſo far from blaſphemers, that they were Saints, and in D. B's white book he owned them for Parliaments, Repriſentatives, and Supreme Powers, when he was to acquaint them and the world with his lamentable caſe, as to his purchaſe, which ſtill ſtuck in the bryars, and pulled ſome wool from the back of the black ſheep.
§. Who is not content with Dr. Gaudens Caution and Indulgence, formerly interpreting, and ſoberly reſoving the Covenant into ſuch a ſenſe, A ſober & juſt ſenſe o [...] the Covenant will  [...]t ſerve D. B's turn. as onely can be juſt and lawful in it ſelf; alſo moſt according to the peace of the Nation, and compoſure of all honeſt mens minds, who are engaged by all moral and in­diſpenſible ties, long before this Covenant was hatched, to keep their oathes and vows to God and the King, agreeable to Gods Word and the Laws of the Land; which are the rules of Juſtice, and gives to every man his due.
§. But this ſober ſenſe of the Covenant will not keep D. Burges in his Biſhops lands, or Deans houſe, this will not keep Epiſcopacy out of the Church, or Biſhops out of their eſtates; the want, uſe, and worth of which Government, many years miſerable experi­ence hath ſufficiently taught all Engliſh men, but one­ly Papiſts, and Purchaſers of Church lands: For this is the Palladium of their Troy, this their deſign, who either out of Romiſh and Jeſuitical principles, or out of Presbyterian envy, ſpite and pride, or out of covetous and ſacrilegious projects, to make unjuſt and filthy gain, do ſo wring the Noſe of the Covenant, that they would make the blood to come again; and [Page] ſo rack its joynts, by a Presbyterian, or a Politick Strappado, that they diſſolve the trueſt ſtrength, and moral ligaments of it; which it may well have, it  [...]t be kept within the due bounds of an honeſt, juſt, and legal ſenſe; and not ſtretched to the pro­portions which every Procruſtes would have it, to fit his bed, and ſerve the turn of his luſts, either co­vetouſneſs or ambition, diſloyalty or ſacriledge, An­archy or confuſion.
O [...]  [...] L [...]bel­lers  [...].The Libellers calumny thou, as to Idolized Non-ſenſe, was onely worthy of Dr. Gaudens ſmiles, and ſcorns; but the charge of Blaſphemy muſt be looked upon with a more rugged and ſevere brow.
If it were not a mouth and pen wonted to foul Enormities. I might cry out with him in Homer, ‘ [...].’ If it were a tongue or pen that kept within the cir­cle of modeſty, ingenuity, humanity, or common civili­ty, I would undertake to charm it, and exorciſe that evil ſpirit which occaſionally, and for a fit of paſſi­on, might poſſeſs them, by telling him, that next being guilty of blaſphemy ones ſelf, good men ſhould be moſt cautious of accuſing another falſly of blaſphe­my: Nor may here every hot fit of paſſion and re­venge, which eaſily ſurprizeth cholerick tempers, and aduſt conſtitutions, ſerve for an excuſe. Dr. Gaudens charg [...]ng D. Burges,  [...] charge and B [...]aſphemy  [...]. a Presbyter of the Church of England, for his Scandalous and Sacrilegious pur­chaſing of Church lands, contrary to the Law of God and man, was ſo eaſie, ſo apparent, ſo by himſelf confeſſed in the fact, and owned by, and all that kn [...]w him, for a crying and conclamated caſe, that [Page] it did not deſerve ſuch a black and odious retortion from his Factor this Libeller, as to charge Dr. Gauden with no leſs then blaſphemy, of which no ſober man ever ſuſpected him to be guilty; nor would Dr. Gauden ever own or avow it in any degree, which Dr. Burges doth, as to his ſacrilegious purchaſe, who hath braſs enough to bring it in o diſpute, and vent his unhappy Paradox, That what, he confeſſeth, all the godly and learned World ever eſteemed Sacriledge, yet is to him as a new and great Rabbi, or C [...]baniſt, no ſin: He can, like the Pſyllae, and other N [...]groes in Afryca, feed upon, and thrive with ſuch Vipers and Serpents fleſh: Neither the irreligion, nor oppreſſion, nor the in­juſtice, troubles his Oſtrich ſtomack, either as taking thoſe Eſtates from God and the Church, or from par­ticular worthy Biſhops, and other Church-men, with­out any Law; yea, againſt all Law: For a tempo­rary Order of the two Houſes of Parliament (even in their full and free conſtitution) cannot lawfully de­prive any man of his free-hold lands or goods, and this without any legal Tryal. For this is the caſe, as Dr. Burges to his great grief and terror well knows, though he vapours much; and ſo doth his Brave, this Libeller, who is as valiant as an hungry Greek, and will venture at any thing, that he may but ſtill feed, though upon the Prieſts Portion, the Churches Patri­mony; robbing Father and Mother, and wiping his mouth as the Harlot, with, What evil have I done? If I have not done what is juſt, yet I did what was profitable, and I am now in prudence to do what is neceſſary, ſcelera ſceleribus tueri, to maintain ſin with ſin, and to turn godlineſs into gain, though I loſe my ſoul into the bargain.
[Page]
Dr. Gauden  [...].But to return more ſtrictly to my Accuſer of Blaſphemy, my great Diabolus and Sycophant, this  [...]anting I  [...]eller, and the Daemon that poſſeſſeth him: O evil and unclean Spirit, who ever thou art, where­ever  [...] ▪ whence ſoever thou comeſt, whither­ſo [...]  [...] to City and Countrey, to London o  [...] what Church, or Church Lands, or Church m [...]  [...] in [...]eſt devour; whether thou feed­eſt  [...]pon Crown or Church Lands, upon the fleſh of  [...] W [...]ether thou devoureſt the houſes and honors of wid [...]ows, maids, or Wives: Whether thou be [...]ſt b [...]l [...] bub or beelphegor, a Spirit of luxury or covet [...]ſn [...]ſs, for wantonneſs or wealth: Whe­ther thou ſavoureſt of a Renegado Presbyterian, or a rambling Independent, or a ſorry Quaker, or a grand Apo [...]tate from Epi copacy, or an utter Antagoniſt to all  [...]: W [...]ether thou art nothing, or all things, as t [...]e  [...]de [...]cri es, and wind turns, know, to the en­creaſe of thy terror and torment, That there is ſo Potent a Defeniative and Firmament againſt thee in an upright heart, and an unſpotted life, in a juſt and ge­nerous ſoul, that owns and adores with all humble reverence, the glorious Majeſtie, and infinite perfecti­ons of the bleſſed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as they are manifeſted in the holy Word (beſides the power, wiſdom, and harmony of their works) that no violent and malicious imputation of blaſphemy can be faſtned upon Dr Gaudens actions, words, or wri­tings; none of which have hitherto (beyond com­mon infirmities) been any infamy to his perſon, or re­proach to his Profeſſion, as a Chriſtian or a Miniſter: For which he may boldly appeal to all that know him, if it were needful ſo far to counterpoiſe the [Page] calumny of a vile and obſcure Libeller, with the teſtimony of perſons of honour and honeſty.
But poſſibly the impudence of this Accuſer dares not as Lucifer, aſcend ſo high, as to charge Dr. Gauden with blaſphemy in the rank and higheſt ſenſe,Whe [...]er the Libeller means bla [...]phem [...] in a  [...] er ſenſe againſt Superi­ors. which is a preſumptuous reproach, or wilful diminution of the glorious attributes of Gods Name, at the proof of which he no where offers. It may be he takes blaſphemy in a lower ſenſe, as a reproaching thoſe that are Supreme in power, though not in d [...]e Authority: And this becauſe, forſooth, Dr. Gauden, doth not, did not flatter every prevalent faction, or comply with every patch or party, or fag end, or tail, or rump of tumultuated, bafled and over-awed Parliaments: Nor yet ſuffer his ſheaf to bow down to novel, par­tial and byaſſed Aſſemblies; as if they were the grand and ſole Dictators, yea, Reformers of our Church and Religion, beyond all former Synods and Convocations; or as if we had no Soveraign but the armed Arbitra­tors of our lives, liberties and eſtates, who ſought to make the glory of the Nation and Church of England, which was ever Regal and Epiſcopal ſince it was Chriſtian, truckle under a Scotch Canopy, and to make Biſhops to crib in a Presbyterian trundle­bed; as much as Kingly Majeſtie, to be confounded with Democracy.
§. 'Tis true, the freedom of Dr. Gaudens tongue and pen hath been ſuch, that ſaving his civility as a man, and his charity as a Chriſtian, which he owns and ſtudies to pay to all mens perſons, friends and ene­mies (even to this miſerable Libeller, if he knows him;) He hates and dares reprove open ſins of Re­bellion, [Page] Perjury, Sacriledge, and groſs Injuſtice, in the great, and many, in the moſt powerful, popular and proſpect [...], a [...] well as the poor, mean and mi­ſerable.
 [...] Dr. Gaudens  [...] a­gainst  [...].D. Gaudens ſtile, wounds and ſlays the fatteſt, as well as the lea [...]ſt: he ſpared not the Army, the Judges and Deſtroyers of the King; he hath fought with Beaſts at  [...]yh u [...], and encountred the fat Bulls of Ba­ſan, ſuch as Dr. Burges, and other Sacrilegious pur­chaſers of Church Lands, contrary to Gods and mans Laws: yea, and contrary to the Kings both conſcience and commands; highly to the injury of the dead as well as the oppreſſion and impoveriſhing o [...] the living many reverend Biſhops and other ex­cellent Clergy-men in all the Church of England: Dr. Gauden he fears not to attacque the moſt ſpeci­ous Hypocrites, and formal Pretenders to Religion, Reformation, Sanctity and Inſpiration, when their cruel and unjuſt actions, confute their pretenſions: As they do with a witneſs, when they are ſacrilegi­ous againſt God and his Church, trayterous and re­bellious againſt the King; when they are by their covetouſneſs, ambition, contentiouſneſs, envy and malice, the noon-day ſcandals to the Chriſtian name, and reformed profe [...]ſion, as men, or Miniſters of any degree and order.
 [...]. Dr. Gaudens high eſteem of Parliaments and Convocations▪ in their legal and honorable conſti­tution, is ſo ſufficiently diſcovered to the World in his Writings, late and long ſince; particularly in that Sermon of his preached at S. Pauls, called Medi­caſtri, or ſlight Healers, which ſo offended C.B. and thoſe ( [...]) Corroſives or canker of Church [Page] and State, that none can qu [...]ſtion it, but ſuch a pal­try Libeller as this, to whoſe palate all Dr. Gaudens Writings ſeem to be like Rat [...]bane: he no ſooner taſtes them, but he ſurfits and ſwells, and is ready to break in ſunder with deſpite and malice.
If to blame thoſe that are blameworthy, whoſe unrighteous decrees, vile and abhorred actions, full of cruelty and confuſion, expoſe them to the deteſta­tion of God and man; whoſe ſhame no names of Parliaments, or Aſſemblies, or Saints, or Supreme Power, can hide and palliate: If to reſiſt ſuch to their face, as S. Paul did S. Peter, as occaſion of­fers, and either duty to God, or charity to the Church and his Countrey do binde and command; if this be blaſphemy, Dr. Gauden is willingly, yea ambitiouſly guilty of it, not as one that delights to ſpeak evil of Dignities, lawfully and truly ſuch; but while others flatter the moſt indign Uſurpations, Dr. Gauden diſ­covers their Indignities; making their Authors and Abettors the objects of Gods and all good mens juſt indignation; while they make tumults and lies their refuge, neither fearing God, nor reverencing man; inſolcncing the honour and fredom of Parliaments, deluding and oppreſſing the people, deſtroying the King, and deforming the Church, aboliſhing our an­cient Laws, and excellent Conſtitutions in Church and State, to ſet up their novel factions.
§. If to aſſert the clear, moral, juſt and immuta­ble rules of conſcience; the lavvful and onely bonds of mens thoughts, deſires, vvords, oathes, vovvs, co­venants, and actions, namely the Word of God, the rules of right Reaſon or common honeſty, and the Lavvs of the Land, vvhich are the meaſures of Civil [Page] Juſtice, if this be blaſphemy: If to perſtringe and ſharply rebuke with all Miniſterial authority (yet humble and diſcreetly) the baſe Policies, and inju­rious practiſes of an Adulterous generation, of a ſacrilegious crue▪ and God-robbing faction; who make w [...]y for the intereſts of their factions, and for their private honors or eſtates; by threatning, impriſoning, and at laſt murthering their King;  [...]y extirpating all his Royal Poſterity, by ſpoiling learn­ed and holy Biſhops, with many other excellent Church men; by forcing Parliaments, like Plants ſet in hot beds, to do what they liſt; by overthrow­ing all things Civil and Sacred: If to ſpeak evil of theſe evil deeds and doers, whoſe folly is manifeſt to all true men: If this be blaſphemy, Dr. Gauden doth not depre [...]ate that imputation, but glories in it, as S. Paul did in ſerving God that way which ſome called Hereſie.
§. If to ſtate the Covenant in ſo candid and Chri­ſtian a ſort, as to allow all that is in any moral and honeſt ſenſe lawful, juſt and good in it; as being within the power of men, as Chriſtians and Subjects, freely to profeſs or oblige themſelves to in Gods name, as conſiſtent with the Laws of God, and the Land: It to pare off all that is dangerouſly inter­preted or ath [...]ed by ſome mens ſuperſtition: and to give a benign ſenſe of what is dubious: If to ab­ſolve men from what ſhall appear to be factiouſly, ſa­crilegiouſly, or in [...]uriouſly intended, impoſed, pra­ctiſed or urged by ſome mens partial and peeviſh Spi­rits: If ſeeking to draw fairly all Engliſh Proteſtants to true Piety, conſtant Loyalty, Eccleſiaſtical Ʋnity, Holy Order, mutual Charity, and civil Peace, be any [Page] blaſpheming of God, or the King, or true Religion; or (indeed) of the Covenant it ſelf (ſo much over­cryed up by ſome either more ſubtil or ſilly men; as if like the Sun at noon day, its lights ecclipſed, yea, extinguiſhed all other lawful and precedent Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy, of Civil and Eccleſia­ſtical obedience; and abſolved men from that duty, juſtice and charity which they owe to all men:) If this be Blaſphemy in the Libellers ſenſe, truly it is ſuch as cannot juſtly be blamed by any good Chriſtians, prudent Miniſters, or loyal Subjects: But onely by ſuch bold Cavillers, and calumniators, as have ſome further fiſh to fry; and ſome faction ſtill to foment, under ſome affected, rigid, unjuſt, and invalid ſenſe, which they muſt affix to the Covenant, in order to promote the private and partial intereſts of ſome men; whoſe fear, guilt and ſhame for paſt actions, make them fly to this Aſylum of the Covenant, as if it were the onely Sanctuary for malefactors.
§. If not to purchaſe Biſhops and other Church lands (where no man had commiſſion or permiſſion from God, the King, the Law, or the Poſſeſſors) to ſell them; nor indeed any juſt cauſe to alienate them: If to maintain ( [...]) an irreconcileable war againſt all ſacrilegious practices, whiles yet he prays for the perſons: If to pitty the folly, and contemn the knavery of ſuch Purchaſers, who were ſo greedy of great pennyworths, as not to regard the bad, the no little they had for their ſecurity: If this be blaſphe­my, it is more commendable and uſeful for the pub­lique good, than ever this Libellers frenſie, or D. B's zeal for ſuch a Reformation as may hedge in his [Page] Church Lands to his private furtunes; or at leaſt help him to ſome good Compoſition; that ſo he may no [...] too mu [...]h  [...]rn  [...] ſinceri [...], and ſinge his feathers, or  [...] and conſume his neſt, by his ſacrilegious ad­ventures.
 [...].§. If theſe ways of Dr. Gaudens expreſſing him­ſelf by word and deed; by preaching and writing, be his Idolized Non-ſenſe and Blaſphemy, no doubt, (like the fooliſhneſs of S Pauls preaching, and the weakneſs of his preſence) it will tend more to Gods glory, the Kings Honour, the Churches Peace, and all good Chriſtians ſatisfaction, then all the Facti­ous Conſpiracies, and Libellers Rhapſodies of this A­natomiſt; who dare not appear or ſhew his face to the World, leſt he ſhould diſcredit and confute his Libellous Pamphlets by the ſcandal of his looks, and infamy of his perſon; which addes as little to the repute of any cauſe he undertakes, as Satan doth to the honour of the Scripture, when he cites it; or the name of Pontius Pilate doth to the authority of the Creed.
Nor is it in the power of any ſuch ſacrilegious Apo­ſtates, and rebellious children, as this Libeller appears to be lay his ſcorning the Church of England, and diſ­daining to own her as a Mother, or to pitty her in her late trials and Afflictions upon earth; becauſe Hieru­ſalem from above, whence the Truth, Light and Sa­viour of the Church deſcended, is the Mother of us all; It is not, I ſay, within the reach of his tongue or pen to faſten any ſuch, as ridiculous as falſe, impu­tation of nonſenſe and blaſphemy upon a perſon whoſe converſation and doctrine have by the grace of God [Page] been as free from the ſpot or ſuſpicion of ſuch great offences, as are Idolatry, Sacriledge, Blaſphemy, Si­mony, Rebellion, putid flattery, and Ec [...]bolian incon­ſtancy, as ſome men have been guilty of all theſe, and void of all modeſty, ingenuity, ſenſe of honor, loyalty, real ſanctity, generous conſtancy, and com­mon honeſty; lurking as ſerpents or evil beaſts in ſecret places; and though unſeen, yet aſſaulting with the ſting and poyſon of blaſphemy; whereof nothing is proved either againſt the bleſſed God, Creator, Savio [...]r and Sanctifier; or againſt the ho­ly Scriptures, or againſt the Church of God, or a­gainſt any part f his Worſhip, or any holy duty, grace and vertue; no not againſt any counſels, acti­ons or authority of lawful Superiors; or againſt any honeſt man, who keeps within the bounds of Gods law, and the Laws of this Church and Kingdom.
§. Where then O wretched Libelliſt is Dr. Gaudens D [...]. Gaudens inn [...]ce [...]cy. blaſphemy! Is not this venemous beaſt, which out of the flames of malice, burning in a ſacrilegious breaſt ſeeks to faſten upon his hand, as eaſily ſhaken off without any hurt into the fire whence it come, as that viper which was ſeized on S. Pauls; and by his mi­raculous indemnity manifeſted his innocency, to the a­mazement of his conſerious ſpectators; Alas theſe impotent endeavours of enraged wickedneſs, and ſa­crilegious diſpair, are like the (ultinti conatus mori­entium ferarum) laſt bitings of thoſe beaſts, whoſe revenge conſiſts onely in making their teeth meet, though they faſten upon ſteel and break their jaws; when the Dragon ſaw his time was ſhort, he ſought to make it up in the vehemency of his rage againſt the Church; upon earth no doubt, deſcribed as a [Page]woman too, and ſo may (as F [...]e) very properly be called the Mother of all the living in a ſpiritual new life, which are born of the Word of God and his Spi­rit, and brought up in that holy family, and nouriſh­ed by the breaſt of this Spouſe of Chriſt: At which holy alluſion this impudent Libeller makes himſelf as much prophane ſport, P [...]  [...]. as Iſhmael did when he mocked Iſaac, being juſtly aſhamed to own that Church as a Mother, which as an ungracious and ungrateful wretch, he hath not only forſaken and ſcorned, but waſted and rebl [...]ed as much as in him lay of her ſupport, ornaments, of her honor [...] government and authority: Perhaps this learned Etymologiſt fan­cying, that Hieruſalem, which he own as a mother only above, hath its name from his  [...], which ſignifies Sacriledge.
§. But  [...]inding by the gracious revolutions of Di­vine mercy the Church of England to be in a fair was to be recovered out of the hands of Sacrilegious H [...]bbers; the poor Libelliſt and his friends are now concerned to cry out amam of blaſphemy againſt Dr. Gauden, as a conſtant ſon, and dutiful aſſertor of the Church of England, and a no leſs ſevere and ſmart, then juſt and implicable tormentor of impeni­tent Sacrilegius and Apoſtates.
§. Who are not content to ſin and ſneak, but they muſt boaſt and vapour, and ſtrut and challenge all the better world, as if they could juſtifie their ſin and folly, againſt the ſuffrages of all mankind, Hea­thens and Chriſtians, Reformiſts and Romanists, as the illuſtrious Dr. Burges Dr. Burges his  [...] of Sacriledge no  [...]. hath done to his eternal in­fame, fancying that he hath drawn ſtreighter  [...]ines, and fairer figures with his black coal, in order to take [Page] away the Hell [...]ſh deformity, or to put on ſome tin­cture and fucu [...] of beauty, on the ugly face of ſacri­ledge, then all the great Maſters of Learning, Elo­quence, and Religion have in all ages been able to do, by way of deſcribing how unjuſt, how odious, how ingrate, how impudent, how abominable to God, how deteſtable to good men; how unworthy o any man, much more of any Chriſtian and Reformed, that facinorous crime of wilful and preſumptuous ſa­crilege is; which openly mocks God, and affronts Re­ligion; which againſt all Law, robs the true Church, inju [...]es the chief Biſhops and Paſtors of it, and diſ­c [...]ura [...]eth all true Profeſſors, proſtituting all that is ſacred  [...]o Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs; which no man can ſcrup [...]e, who hath learned this Paradox, That to alienate by force, without any Law or conſent of the Patron, and Proprietors, or Poſſeſſors, either the King or the Clergy, thoſe lands, houſes and goods which have been lawfully dedicated, long confirm­ed, and well uſed to the glory of God, and the good of his Church; (that God may be duly wor­ſhipped and ſerved; and his Church, both Paſtors and people, duly maintained in good order and go­vernment:) That this is no ſin, though againſt Law and Juſtice; and no ſacriledge, though manifeſtly againſt the peculiar rights of God and the Church, and that double honour which is due to the Teach­ers and Governors of it; and laſtly, againſt the credit of both Chriſtian and Reformed Religi­on.
§. For none of all which great intereſts, thoſe Gallio's are concerned, who with this Libeller and his dear D. Burges, having imbarqued in a ſacrilegi­ous [Page] bottom: and having had for ſome years fair gales to flatter them, had rather make an eternal Shipwrack, like Hymenem and Alexander, of faith and good conſcience, yea,  [...]f Church and State, of King and Clergy, then make juſt reſtitution to God, the King, and the Church.
§. The rendition and loſs of which ill-gotten Eſtates, will teach thoſe Merchants more wit and ho­neſty hereafter, though they have leſs money to ven­ture upon, not crazy or crackt titles, but appar [...]ntly null and void, as againſt all Laws of God and the Land; whoſe Equity, Sanctity and Antiquity are not to be battled or aboliſhed by any temporary Ordi­nance of Parliament, in any broken Conſtitution: much leſs when either leavened with faction and no­velty; or ruffled by tumults, or over-awed or abet­ted by forreign Armies, or ſifted and ſcattered by any factious artifices and parties; who had no lawful power or authority in them, either from God or man, to deprive any one honeſt man, much leſs ſo many learned, reverend and unblameable Church­men, yea, the whole Order, Policy and Fraternity of the Clergy, of their Lands and Eſtates, no way evicted or forfeited by any Law.
The  [...] D  [...]. and  [...] L [...]ller may kno [...] thou the members of men  [...].§. The numbers of men doth not leſſen their ſin nor their puniſhment: What may befal one man, either as to ſin or ſorrow, may reach Societies, Sy­nods, Houſes of Parliament, and whole Churches; which are ſubject to Apoſtaſies in Religion, to De­pravedneſs in Opinion, and to Partiality in Practice; by which if they be as any time as men, ſurprized and ſeized, the onely way of happineſs is, to repent and amend; to make perſonal and publique reſtituti­on, [Page] to return to their firſt love, and to ſtrengthen the things that remain; which hath been the pious care and endeavour of this laſt happy Parliament, rendring to Caeſar the things that are Caeſars, and to God, the things that are Gods: That this Church and Nation hitherto kept, as to its Parliamentary honour and ſanctity, from the great offences, may be ever free from Regicide, Sacriledge and Apoſtacy, (for nei­ther any full and free Parliament, conſiſting of King, Lords and Commons; nor yet any National Convoca­tion or Synod, have ever counſelled, contrived, ac­compliſhed, or approved any of thoſe horrid abomi­nations, which have ſo long, like the Deluge, over­flowed and prevailed over the higheſt mountains:) But now (bleſſed be God) they are not only aſſwaged, but the dry Land appears; yea, our Noah and his Family, the Father and Conſervator of our Britiſh world, and of theſe Reformed Churches, is come out of the Ark, and hath taken juſt poſſeſſion of his Kingdoms and Dominions; for whom even this Li­beller dares (page 13.) faintly and hypocritically to pray; mentioning His Majeſtie with a ſuperficial by-blow of devotion; when (God knows) the Kings re­ſtauration was as unwelcome to ſuch ſacrilegious ſpi­rits, as Chriſts coming was to the Legion Devils in the Goſpel; of whom they had a juſt jealouſie, that he came to torment them before their time.
§. Which fear His Majeſties native, and almoſt ex­ceſſive clemencyGods and his Majeſties cle­mency ſhould lead to repen­tance. hath hitherto abated and confuted; yea, is prone always ſo to do, if he can but ſee any ſuch ſ [...]ns of penitence in his and the Churches Enemies, as may bring forth fruits of juſtice and righteouſneſs, of reſtitution and amendment; which fruits are as [Page] hardly t [...] be expected from preſumptuous Sacrilegiſts, ſuch a [...] this Libeller and his D. Burges ſeem  [...]o be, as figs are from thorns, or grapes from thi [...]tler; ſince they by  [...]ar  [...]etent fancy and fallacy, ſev [...]n to expect a like improvement of the Covenant by an unlawful and unjuſt ſenſe; Page 1 [...]. in which it ſeems they took it firſt, and ſtill hold it, for the extirpation of Biſhops, and keeping them and other Clergy men from their eſtates, as far better minded men have at laſt made of it, in part of their Loyalty for promoting the Kings happy Reſtauration: Which ſenſe of that branch of the  [...] ­venant, is  [...]s juſt, honeſt and conform to out Engliſh Oathes, and Laws of God and the  [...]nd; as the o­ther of ſacrilegious exterpating Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, as to their pri [...]tine, primitive and due a [...]th [...]rity, in order to keep away their Land, and Eſtates from them and the Clergy, is moſt unjuſt, uncatholick, un­c [...]riſtian; contrary to piety and comm [...]n  [...]q [...]ity, a­gainſt the Laws and Oathes of God and man, ſpeci­ally of the Engliſh Clergy; a plea and proj [...]t  [...] one­ly to be ſollicited by a Chaplain of Julians the Ap ſtate; and a perſon publiquely branded as void of common honeſty; who forgetting that  [...]d [...]ſt ſinning is ſome diminution of guilt, and ſome pr [...]tage of repentance, Abſalom-like, on the houſe top, muſt ſpread his tent; and under the  [...]overt of  [...]he Covenant (which is too narrow to hide or protect the ſin and ſhame of either ſacriledge, or ſcheſm, or rebellion) to diſcover his Fathers, the biſhops nakedneſs, as much as in him lies, and to proſtitute his Mother, the Church of England, to his own and other mens ſacrilegious and unſatiable luſts.
[Page]
§. But I am weary of the kennel and filth of the Title,The Libeller a d  [...]oncile and thong. wherein this Borborites afterwards takes ſo much delight to wallow, and puls along with him into the ſame obſcenity D. Burges, a perſon whom ma­ny hands have oft in vain waſhed, yea, and brayed in morters, if it were poſſible to part him from the folly of his verſatile, vola ile, and violent temper, be­ing, as he ſo propoſeth, a learned Scholar, a great Di­vine▪ an eloquent Orator, and an acute Diſputant (as appeared at Oxford, when keeping his Act to make C.B. D. B. Dr. Frideaux gave him this Elogie, Pro­fecto mi fili tu praedicare potes diſputare non potes;) beſides theſe, he thinks himſelf a potent Writer, till he meet with the gentle laſh; and is beyond all his other vertues, a rich and bold purchaſer of Biſhops and other Church Lands. Which prodigious practice of a Presbyter, who ſtood by Law and Oath engaged to Biſhops, he ſeeks with a like affront to maintain; and fancying himſelf to be the Brontes or Boanerges of his age, he lets fly his brutiſh thunderbolts and flaſhes of lightning, againſt the faces of any that like not his many faced way of living. In his minority (which he holds now for his years of indiſcretion) he was highly and ſharply engaged againſt Non-conformiſts, wrote ſmartly and truly for Biſhops, yea, and for cere­monies, was Hierarchical, Antiſectical, a ſtout Pluraliſt; yea, and I have heard of one of that name,The val [...]ur a [...]d vertue of D. [...]. who offered by a Symoniack propoſal to the Earl of Cleve­land, a 1000 li. for a Living, then actually void, and in his Lordſhips gift; as his Lordſhip hath twice aſſured me: For which ſcandal his Honor refuſed to admit him to be his Confeſſor or Comforter; when be­ing Priſoner to the Earl of Eſſex, and very ſick, this [Page] penny-Father was brought and commended to him as  [...]  [...]ather-Confeſſor, to his Lordſhips laughter, and juſt reproach of his confidence, to obtrude himſelf to that office, when he had offered to ſwallow Simony and the Oath to boot: Nor was one of like letters and manners wanting to tamper and importune with an­other (the Earl of Barkeſhire) for the grant of ſome preferment from the King then at Oxford; when this militant Presbyter, though ambitious to be a Dean or Biſhop, preached and trained men ſtoutly againſt the King. The Earl amazed at the Effronteries of the motion, demanded upon what ſcore, he that ſo deſtinately oppoſed the Kings intereſt, ſhould have con­fidence to deſire any favour of preferment from His Majeſtie? The wily Doctor replied, my Lord, I can and will do the King more ſervice by continuing in the Parliaments Quarters, and ſeeming to be againſt Him, then if I were with him: Which ſervile hypocri­ſie the Earl eaſily believed to be in the man, and ac­cordingly valued D. B. and his influence.
D. B.  [...]  [...]acri­ledge and hi [...]  [...] of  [...].§. After all theſe noble Eſſays (the Libellers darl­ing) finding the Kings and Churches affairs to be very low, and as he thought irrecoverable; he thought to make up his defeat of undeſerved preferment in ſome advantagious purchaſe of Biſhops Lands, and Cathedral houſes; which finding to be ſold at Ro­binhood: penny-worths (many times, both ſellers and buyers being conſcious to the flaws in the titles, and illegality of ſuch alienations) he doubles his great loan-money, and fills up the meaſure of his ſins by ſuch a Sacrilege, though with a wry and reluctant con­ſcience, as he intimates in his caſe, which he was not [Page] aſhamed to tell the world, yea and appeal to ſome of thoſe ſpurious Parliaments, which he hoped would eaſily be invited to adopt his Cauſe as their own; but here he loſt his time and oyl, for they had other fiſh to fry.
Yet by an indefatigable improbity of diligence, work­ing wickedneſs with both hands greedily, this ſnail drawing in his horns a little for fear, and concealing his name, adventured to put out only C. B. D. D. for the authoriſing of his pamphlet, called, No Sacri­ledge, no ſin, becauſe he perceived the critical di­ſtempers of the times, then beginning to work to­ward purgation and health were likely to abhor any thing the more to which his name was prefixed; all honeſt men being weary and aſhamed of the horrid diſeaſes, and worſer remedies of our Church & State, of which this Montebanck and circulator had been a great and unhappy part: Other Readers as well as Dr. Gauden might have much miſtaken thoſe ill omina­ting letters of C. B. D. D. and taken them to ſtand for Creticus Borborites, or ſome Caeſar Borgia, with the ad­ditionals of Doeg and Demetrius: If the worthy Cor­nelius Burges Doctor of Divinity had not with a rail­ing letter ſent that book to Dr. Gauden, as the Libel­ler (one of his privadoes it ſeems) truly affirms, pag 9.
§. That filthy Letter (with Judas the Traytor and theif.) went to its proper place: But Dr. Gau­d [...]n preſently prepared an anſwer to that wretched Pamphlet, which he found as full of magiſterial im­pudencies, fallacies, and impertinencies, as beggars are of vermine, ſuch traſh and trumpery indeed, as is only fit to wrap up that deſperate and damnable [Page] paradox, of Sacriledge no ſin. But Dr. Gauden find­ing C. B. to bear himſelf meerly upon event and power, as if all had been lawful in the alienating of B [...]ſ [...]op Deans and Chapters lands, becauſe their of­fi [...] we [...]e pro tempore during the violent ſtorm of Wa [...], and deſolating deluſions, of times exautorated  [...] liſted: and  [...]oping that ere long that paltry  [...] Pamphlet would be confuted from Heaven and upon earth, by the Juſtice and mercy of God and y [...]d men, he thought it loſt labour to print and  [...] fo [...] it, when it had indeed no ſeem­ing,  [...] grounds of Gods Word and right Reaſon, being wholly againſt the conſent of all Nati­  [...] as well as againſt  [...]he principles of all true Religi­on and pr [...]ctiſes of all juſt and holy men particularly againſt the laws of this Land, and conſent or cu­ſto [...] of th [...] or any Chriſtian Church; as alſo againſt the ſuffrages of all learned Lawyers, as well as god­ly  [...] of whatever perſwaſion and differences in other things: Nor did Dr. Gauden think himſelf bound to conſider what ſuch a poor muſhroom as C.B. pretends againſt ſuch cedars.
 [...].§. Nor hath Dr. Gaudens hopes (bleſſed be God) deceived him; thoſe mercies of the moſt high God which  [...]h [...]re for ever have much viſited this robbed and a [...]f [...]icted Church and Kingdom; and though we have not as we ought repented of our ſins, yet God hath repented him of the evils he hath inflected, return­ing in loving kindneſs to the King, the Church, the King­dom, the Nobility, the Clergy, the Gentry, and all loy­al people: who are all diſpoſed now to confute ſuch peſtilent Pamphlets, not in words but in deeds, lea­ving the Law to its power, the Church to recover its [Page]patrimony, and the Clergy to enjoy their properties; which 1. the devout wills, the juſt and pious inten­tions of the Donors now dead, 2. The clear word of God commanding, approving and accepting, 3. The conſent of all Chriſtian Kings and Parlia­ments, 4. The fundamental Laws of the land, do make good to them, beyond what any ſuch ſkulk­ing Scribler can diſprove, by ought to be pleaded from the pittiful and oft repeated crambe of his Or­dinances of the two Houſes, or their aboliſhing of the Offices of Biſhops, Deans, &c. which C. B. pre­ſumes of; all which reaſons, if valid by meer force againſt juſtice and conſcience, againſt the laws of God and man, would alſo hold good againſt the King and Houſe of Lords, for both were by ſome of D.B's Ma­ſters aboliſhed, as uſeleſs, dangerous, and pernicious: yea, and the like deſolating violence might have taken as much place againſt the Glebes, and Tythes, and Imployment of all Presbyters, as againſt the Lands and Offices of the Biſhops, Deans and Prebends, if the Bar­boniſtick Conventicles, and other abjuring Juncto's of deſperate men, had, under the names of Acts and Ordinances of Parliament, aboliſhed (as they intend­ed, all Miniſtery and Miniſters of the Church of Eng­land of all degrees.
§. A Jeſuitical project cruel and cunning, carried on by Fanatick hands and furies; and as near to have taken effect (which C.B. D.D. well knows) as the Gun­powder Treaſon once was: For there wanted not bar­erls of powder, nor Fauxes with their dark lanthorns and matches, nor trayterous plotters and conjuring, yea, and covenanting, to perfect (as Feak and others have-told us,) this laſt work of thorough Refor­mation: [Page] Which taking away the uſe and Office of any ordained  [...]arochial Miniſters, as well as Bi [...]hops and Cathedral M niſte [...], who are much anci [...]nter then the other,  [...]ght juſtly in D. Burges judgement and ar­gument▪ have taken away, alienated, ſold and confiſ­cat [...] all the Gl [...]be [...], Tythes, and Church Livings in England; of which poſſibly C. B. might have had ot [...]er good bargains, wi hout being put to a new plea: for what woold ſerve for one, would alſo juſti­fie the other, ſo long as the club and the ſword was ab [...] the Law, and Juſtice, or Common Ho­neſty.
But at laſt C.B. D.D. is beaten out of the pit.The  [...]. And however he have good mettal, yea, and hopes for another buſh ng Bout: yet as Cocks of the game are diſpir [...]l [...]d by the ſent of garlick eaten by their rivals; ſo he cannot bear the name of King and Parliament happily united. This ſadly preſuges Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, this betokens a Church with order and government, defended by law and juſtice, that eve­ry one may have their own: This threatens not to make ſacriledge a ſin, but to own it as a ſin of the firſt magnitude; at once breaking both Tables of  [...]od [...] Law, and violating both Gods and mans right, yea, robbing the beſt, moſt uſeful, and moſt de­ſerving of mankinde; for ſo godly Biſhops and o­ther Miniſter [...] have been, [...]. and ought to be.
And now C.B.D.D. flies (as guilty Joab to the horns of the Altar) to the Aſylum of the Covenant: And putting this Anonymus Libeller in the front, he fol­lowing in the rear, makes a foul, diſhonourable, and ſhameful battery (yet unſeen) upon Dr. Gaudens [Page]Analyſis, his good name, his perſon, his writings, and whatever he thinks expoſed to the ſtrokes of impotent malice, that he may be avenged on Dr. Gauden, for his juſt rebuke of D. B's Sacriledge.
§. They cry aloud, O the Covenant, O the ſacred Covenant, that did ſuch wonders of old, that began the ſpoiling of goodly Churches, the ſad ruines of our famous Cathedrals, that like the ſmell of brimſtone, made all the Biſhops, Deans, Prebends and Cathedral-men to forſake their hives: This ſtripped thoſe idle drones, as D. B. calls them, of their Eſtates and Honours; ſuch as were the Primate of Armagh, Bi­ſhop Morton, Biſhop Hall, Biſhop Weſtfield, Biſhop Browning, Biſhop Prideaux, Biſhop Winniffs, and many others either dead, or ſtill living, and (by a wonderful mercy) ſurviving both their own miſeries, and their adverſaries malice.
§. But D. B. (as he ſaith of himſelf) hath laboured more abundantly then them all; that is, to purchaſe and preſerve to himſelf theſe Biſhops lands: For doubtleſs, if he had had money enough, he would have dealt for all by wholeſale, an [...] not by retail, they were ſuch opulent and ſweet penyworths.
§. Now, If the Covenant help not the poor Libeller and his dear Amico D. B. they are half undone: If this be ſoberly interpreted, and juſtly ſtated, as in law and conſcience it ought to be, bot [...] in taking and keeping it, Actum eſt, perimus; fare [...]el fat Sacrile­g [...]ſts, you will become Pharaohs lean kine again: If Dr. Gauden reconcile the Covenant to Epiſcopacy, that is, to that Order, and Authority, and Govern­ment in the Church of England, which Catholick [Page] antiquity uſed, the beſt Churches and Chriſtians ever approved, which the Laws of this Church and State ever o [...]ned and ſettled in their rights and im­munitie [...]; which the Chriſtian Kings of England ever ſwore to maintain; which was ſo much valued by the laſt King of Martyrli [...] Honour, and bleſſed Memo­ry, wh [...]ſe example is moſt admirable, for his love and conſtancy to the Church; for his patience in in­finite affliction [...]; for his charity to his cruel Enemies, who condemned him, and cut him in pieces, in order to poſſeſs themſelves of the Crown and Church Revenues.
§. If Dr. Gauden as a bold Adventurer, makes this g [...]d, as all Juſtice, Honour and Religion muſt do, That the Covenant doth as much oppoſe all Injuſtice, S [...]h [...]ſm, S [...]riledge and factious Superſtition (which calls and counts good evil, and evil good) as it ſeemed to do Prela [...]y and Popery ſo far as they may be exor­bitant from Chriſtian bounds: If Epiſcopacy joyned with Presbytery, that is, Biſhops attended, adviſed and aſſiſted by ſome ch [...]ice, grave Presbyters, duly ſubordinate and inferiour to them, as to that prece­dency of Order, and eminency of Authority, which are a [...] neceſſary for the Churches Polity and Eccleſi­aſtical Government, as they are in Cities and Armies, or any civil Juriſdictions: If theſe be buoyed up a­gain▪ and their eſtates, as the other part of double honour due to them, reſtored to Biſhops and their chief Counſellor [...], in the Aſſeſſors, and Cathedrals, thi [...] Libeller and D. B. with all their projects, pur­chaſes▪  [...]lan [...]s and Libels, muſt ſink, as if a milſtone were about their necks, and they caſt into the ſea.
[Page]
§. To prevent this Abuſſes of poverty, Why  [...] Libel [...]er ſo  [...]ad againſt Dr. Gau [...]en an [...] h s Ana­  [...]ſ [...]. contempt and confuſion, all the arts and engines of unholy Oratory, and hypocritical Zealotry, are to be ſet on work by the Libeller and D. B. They know that Dr. Gaudens pen, tongue, and ſpirit are not eaſily damped or re­ſiſted in a good cauſe (and other he will not under­take: H s free and inaffec [...]ed ſtile muſt be ſe [...]rilouſly deſpiſed, though they cannot imitate it: his Writings not confutable by ſuch Soph [...]ſters, muſt be blaſt­ed with their ſtinking breath, with imputation of Idolized non-ſenſe, and tedious extravag [...]n­cies, and bitter railings, and lying impertinen [...]ies, yea, of blaſphemy; yet will not all this dirt infect a jewel, though it foul the hands that caſt it: Nor can the Li­beller or D. B. hope hereby either to weaken Dr. Gaudens honor, or to raiſe the credit of the Cove­nant by his ſenſe, and to his vile deſigns.
§. For the Covenant will not ſwim, but ſink under ſuch a burthen as they charge it with; if it be fraight­ed with high injuſtice, with preſumptuous ſacriledge, abetting of ſchiſm; if it be crammed with ſuperſti­tion, and charged with a ſenſe every way as illegal and irreligious, as it is injurious to honeſt men, and to the Church and Kingdom,  [...]ea, to our God and Sa­viour: Which ſenſe nothing but either fraud or force can hope to put upon the Covenant; which muſt ceaſe to be ſacred and holy, if  [...]t be unjuſt: So far as it will not admit of any juſt meaning, or honeſt interpreta­tion, or righteous execution, it muſt be null. In Gods name, and with the Covenants good favour, let right be done to God, to the Church, and to the whole Nation; the King, the Biſhops, the Clergy, the Ca­thedrals, the people, and the poor of the Land, all cry [Page] for inſtice to be done in ſo grand and publike a caſe: For they are all highly concerned in conſcience, honor, peace, plenty and proſperity, that this Church have its ancient Government by godly Biſhops, and other Clergy-men; that theſe may have the eſtates, lands, and houſes which former piety and gratitude endow­ed them with, beyond all alienation without their Kings and the Proprietors conſent; for the ſupport of their Miniſtery, Authority and Honor, for the exerciſe of hoſpitality and Charity, and for the encouragement of Learning and Religion in this Nation; that the Church of England may not want ſuch Fathers and chief Sheepherds of Chriſts flock, who are worthy to rule; nor the Nation of England ſuch examples of Mi­niſters, no leſs imitable for their holy lives and good works, then for their being Preachers of ſound Do­ctrine, and learned Champions of the Divine truth; in which no Church heretofore exceeded England, nor any Divines went beyond our excellent Biſhops, and others of the Epiſcopal communion.
D.  [...].  [...] if the Co [...]e­nant  [...] and  [...].If this juſt, heroick, kingly, and Chriſtian Refor­mation and Reſtitution, without the Covenants pro­hibition or unjuſt ſtop of it, be once fully brought to paſs, as we hope it will, D. B. and his Amanuenſis, the pittiful Libeller, may take eggs for their money, and retire from his Palace in We [...]s to S. Magnus, or Wat­ford again, if he can get either one or both of them; or poſſibly he may ingenuouſly repent, and fully re­ſtore, and to deſerve to enjoy that eſtate as a Biſhop, with a better title and conſcience then ever his Li­belling Advocate▪ or any of his own ſweaty pleas, will help him to; which offers were the probableſt tempta­tion [Page] to bring the good man to a recantation of his er­rors, to a fixation of his judgement,Make D. B. a Bi hop a [...]d he will recant. to a purgation of his conſcience, to ſome reparation of his credit, and fortunes too, and to ſome reconciliation with Dr. Gauden, with whoſe name the witty Libeller ſeeks to make the ſad D. B. merry, as if there were gandium as well as gaudy in the name; when alas manet alta mente repoſtum, the anxious D. B. feels at his very heart thoſe (lethales arundines) arrows and wounds which Dr. Gauden firſt gave him between the joynts of his armour, when he ſtrutted his ſtrength, when he thought his ſacrilegio [...]s purchaſe was ſafe, and no man durſt have laid at him, no more then at a Whale or Leviathan; while he thought himſelf guar­ded like Goliah, not only with the Covenant, but with Ordinances of two Houſes; in the ſtrength and confidence of which, this dowty champion for aliena­ting Church lands, brings forth his plea for Sacriledge like the Giants ſpear, which ſeemed a Weavers beans, before all Iſrae [...], that he might defie all Biſhops, and all Epiſcopal Divines, yea and all Epiſcopa [...]y that ſhould pretend to challenge his lands and purchaſes, with any claim of right, or any ſuſpicion of Sacri­ledge: but he may ſooner ſlip out of his skin, as Worms, Snakes and other old Serpents are wont to do, than free himſelf from that foul blot and con­tagion, which without repentance and reſtitution will ever cleave to his perſon, pretending to be a Schollar, a Miniſter and a Doctor; yea and may be a gangreen to his other eſtate, as well as a grief to his innocent poſterity; To prevent which Dr. Gau­dens charity preſented to D.B. his ſin and preſumpti­on in point of Sacriledge; in revenge of which this [Page] Libeller is to be his Armor-bearer, and with the ſhield of the Covenant D. B. hopes not only to cover his ſin, but alſo to ſmother and oppreſs the honor of Dr. Gauden.
 [...].  [...]. But I have done with the filth of this Libellers Title▪ of Idolized nonſenſe and blaſphemy, which he imputed to Dr. Gauden and his Analyſis; how juſtly let the reader judge: yea I appeal to the ſupream Judge who ſees this Anatomiſt in his ſecret hidings, and malicious hardnings, yea and will reward him o­penly. If he had been an ingenuous Adverſary, that had wrote a book of juſt reproof againſt me or my opinion, to which he had the courage to put his name (as Mr. Zach-Crafton, though none of the moſt fragrant and renowned doth) I would have bound it as a crown to me; but for ſuch a ſculking Anato­mi [...]t, to cut and ſlaſh with his butcherly knife, to tear and bite with his foul teeth, and yet to keep himſelf unſeen, this deſerves as different treatment as an open enemy and a ſecret traytor, or as thoſe viler vermine, which prov in the night, but dare not (as more ingenuous beaſts) be ſeen in the day. [...]. But this hiding himſelf doth manifeſt how inſeparable a ſhadow ſ [...]ame i [...] from notorious ſins: That men who are moſt impious can hardly be ſo impudent as not ſometime to ſeek to recruit their bankrupt credit, and releive their ſoar conſciences, by concealing of their names, (as the theif and Adulterer, who wait for twilight and darkneſt) and when they cannot forbear to do villa­no [...] things, yet they are loth to appear ſo vile as in­deed they are, and muſt be eſteemed of all honeſt men if once diſcovered.
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§. The next work of Dr. Gauden is to examine the glorious Epithete which he aſcribes to the Cove­nant, Of the Libel­ler▪ ſtiling the Covenant ſa­cred with an  [...]. calling it by way of emphaſis that Sacred Cove­nant, &c.
My deſign is not rudely to depreciate or diſgrace the Covenant, ſo far as it hath any thing in it (and many it hath) that may juſtly be counted or called ſacred, by reaſon of their ſeeming moral and materi­al conformity to the will and word of God, and to the laws of the land. God forbid I ſhould call good evil, or evil good, (or reject all that is good out of a jea­louſie of evil;) Nor do I deny that the Covenant conſidered materially, hath many things and words in it which do pretend to holineſs, and much profeſs the power of godlineſs, however ſome factious Sophiſters may pervert them: As all the parts of Scripture are ſacred in themſelves, as to the ſcope and deſign, or hiſtorical truth, though they may be firſt ſpoken, and after alledged or applied amiſs by evil men and devils, with a deſign rather execrable then ſacred.
Perhaps this Libeller (who may juſtly bear the title of Sacerrimus) underſtands the word ſacred here as it is uſed by the Poet, Auri ſacra fames, the ſacred love of money, becauſe covetous Idolaters ſo highly a­dore it; and poſſibly in this ſence the Covenant may be by him ſtiled ſacred, as a utenſil now very ſervient to his execrable deſign, which is to keep out Biſhops from their juſt Offices, Dignities and Lands, that he and his dear D. B. may keep their ſacred pur­chaſes inviolable; preſuming that an Ordinance of the Two Houſes in ſuch diſtempers of times, ought to be a ſempiternal ſanctuary, more ſacred and inviolable to ſuch ſacrilegious bargains, and their Purchaſors [Page] more ſacred, then all the wills of the Donors now de [...]d, or the former Laws of the land, or the word of God, can be to the ancient and rightful Proprietors of the  [...] C [...]urch lands. Can any thing deſerve to be called  [...] holy f [...]rther then it i [...] juſt and righte­ou [...],  [...] giv [...]ng to God and man what is their due?
 [...] the firſt  [...]ontri [...]ers of the Covenant, or the  [...] of it▪ or the eaſie takers had ſacred  [...] and intentions, I leave to God to judge; but  [...] viol [...]nt, unjuſt and cruel methods uſed  [...] in executing of their ſacred Covenant,  [...] not reformation of ſo many learned, god­ly  [...] inno [...]nt perſons, Biſhops, and other Miniſters;  [...] to the  [...] overthrowing and extirpating, as  [...] lay of ſacred, ancient and venerable E­p [...]  [...] ſelf, as it had been, and ſtill was by all law [...]  [...] and civil eſtabliſhed in the Church  [...], and in all the Chriſtian world, for the  [...] the onely Catholick Government of the  [...] And all this in order to bring in▪ though by head and ſhoulders the novelty of an headleſs Preſ­byters, and the many headed monſter Independency; doubtleſs th [...]ſe projects and practices promoted up­on the account of the Covenant, do little add to its  [...], and make it appear no way meriting the ſing [...]lar epithet of ſacred, in ſo peculiar, emphatick and ſuperlative a ſenſe as this Libeller affixeth it, meerly to ſcare his ſilly, or ſcrupulous▪ or ſuperſtitions readers from any thoughts of ſuch ſenſe and keeping of the Covenant, as is and ought to be reconcileable with a regular Epiſcopal Government, alſo to that duty which they owe to God and the King, to the Church and its ancient lawful Government.
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The reſtoring of which, according to the good Laws of this Church and Kingdom, alſo according to the beſt pattern of  [...]hriſts Church in all ages, agree­able to Gods Word, and the rules of all order, po­lity and juſtice, as it ought to be one end of the Co­venant if holy and juſt; ſo this cunning Libeller fore­ſees it will be much to the prejudice of himſelf, and his dear D.B. who tis probable have but one purſe and one heart.
§. Hence it is (O ye Epheſians) that this Demetrian A [...]tiſt crys ſo loud, O the Covenant! O the ſacred Co­venant, O that, that moſt ſacred Covenant! O what a goddeſs? what a Diana is this new found Image, which of late fell from the Northern climate, and thoſe colder parts of heaven, into the Engliſh world, in a black cloud full of ſtorms and thunder.
§. That the world may ſee this Wolf uncaſed of ſuch ſheeps cloathing, as pretends to any thing ſacred in his ſenſe and deſign, which would ſeek to ſhelter its wickedneſs under the title of that ſacred Covenant; It will not be a miſs to ſhew the Reader, yea and the well-meaning covenanter, the true import of this ſophi­ſtry, which as formally ad [...]s the title Sacred to the Covenant, as ſome Bigots do that of Holineſs to the Pope of Rome. Not but it muſt be confeſſed that many Biſhops of Rome have been very holy men; but ſome flatterers have not feared or bluſhed to give that higheſt and divin [...]ſt honor to ſuch as have been moſt flagitious in the confeſſion of many lear­ned and ſober Romaniſts.
§. In like ſort,Of the Co­venant a [...] cal­led ſacred by the Libeller. that many things in the Covenant may have the ſtamp and ſignature of Sacred on them, and that many Covenanters might be ſacred things [Page] as to their intents, when they took it, is not in cha­rity to be denyed: nor will I envy the Covenant, this title of Sacred, redu [...]tive or conſequentially, ſo far a [...] every lawful promiſe, vow or oath may be holy, and  [...]ught to be ſo eſpecially when Gods holy name is ſol [...]mnly invocated; and when ſuch Promiſes are lawfully made, and by lawful means performed, ac­cording to that lawful matter contained in them, and lawful meaning▪ to which all things ſacred are confi­ned by the rules of Juſtice and Godlineſs, the law of God and man.
§. But  [...]ertainly the title of ſacred in ſuch a mag­nificence and latitude as this Libeller vapours (as if the Covenant, further then it may contain in it words and things, capable of honeſt, juſt and religious ſenſe) were eminently a ſacred thing, in reſpect of Gods ſpecial Inſtitution and appointment of it; as if the moſt holy God had by his moſt holy Spirit inſpired it, by his wiſdom compoſed it, or by his ſpecial authority in his word expreſly impoſed it, ſo as he did of old the Law, the two Sacraments, and other holy rites and duties of his worſhip and ſervice; in this religious ſenſe (which the Libeller would inſinuate) the covenant wa [...] not ſacred; no not in a civil ſenſe, as things may be called ſacred (quia legibus ſancita) becauſe by Laws eſtabliſhed; As the Church Catholick is ho­ly, which never was without Epiſcopal Order and Au­thority▪ ſo the Majeſty of the King is eminently ſacred, yea and that authority which is from him derived to inferiour Magiſtrates and Miniſters; whom to deſpiſe or repro [...]ch, or injure is eſteemed to curſe the Gods; that is to eſteem and uſe perſons ſacred by laws of God and man, as if they were execrable and abomi­nable.
[Page]
§. It is beyond all doubt that the Covenant, as to its method and compoſure, as to its authority and impoſure, had no ſuch ſacredneſs in it as we call pro­perly and intrinſecally divine and religious, which conſiſts in thoſe beams of holineſs, which any thing hath either derivatively from God, or relatively to him, by vertue of his own ſpecial appointment and command.
§. If it were of ſuch previous ſacred inſtitution and neceſſary uſe, it muſt either be expreſly contained in Gods word, or by ſome miraculous operations confir­med to be his ſacred will; neither of which can with any ſemblance of truth be affirmed of the Covenant. Alas many of its firſt contrivers, compoſers and impo­ſers, with its moſt zealous takers, by this time know themſelves to be but men, and ſome of them not very ſacred: If it were ſacred by ſuch an antecedent authority and inſtitution from God; it would be a ſin not to have taken it long ago; which I beleeve no man ever feared to be guilty of, or made any con­ſcience to repent of his refuſing to take it; nor are any covenanters ſo rigid as to fancy that any man ſinned againſt God, becauſe he in conſcience or al­legiance ſcrupled or denied to take it; no, the great fear lay in taking it, eſpecially as ſome men liſt to interpret it; and the next fear of ſin is in keeping it, in that ſenſe which ſome would now underſtand it, which is moſt unjuſt and uncharitable, and ſo cannot be ſacred, no nor civil.
§. Add to this, even in a civil ſenſe of the word Sacred, the Covenant deſerves not that title, be­cauſe it was never invented, impoſed or confirmed by the ſupream, legal, royal, and legiſlative Parliamen­tary[Page]power of this Nation, which doubtleſs in the on­ly ſacred and binding authority in a civil or politique ſenſe.
§ How then the Covenant came to be ſo ſignally conſecrated I know not, as to any Divine or Humane authority; I am ſure it had no Biſhops to contrive or conſecrate it in the Houſe of Lord, nor any natio­nal, ſacred Synod: To ſay it is conſequentially and interpretative ſacred, by way of its matter, end, and uſe conform to the word of God, and as the name of God is ſtamped upon i [...] amounts to little more, then that ſacredneſs, which is in every honeſt mans word or oath, as he is tied by moral obligations to truth and juſtice, which are m [...]ch ancienter bonds then the Covenant; and for the name of God graven upon it, it doth not make any vow, promiſe, oath or Cove­nant ſacred, further then it is materially and morally good, both in its firſt taking, and after keeping. But it is a prophaning of Gods holy name, when it is added by way of conjuring or conſpiracy, to any purpoſe or compa [...]ts, that are unlawful, either for matter or man­ner, having no command from God or man, nay contrary to the declared will of both.
§. 'Tis certain the Covenant hath ſome paſſages in it, which in ſome mens ſenſe never came into the minde of God, nor are in his Word either expreſly, or by juſt conſequence; as that grand and principal one, of extirpating Prela [...]y, that is Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. If it he meant of the degrees and orders of ſuch Go­vernours, as have b e [...] ſo long uſed and uſeful in the Church of Chriſt, even from the primitive times, and from the Apoſtolike both pattern and ſucceſſion, no wiſe and juſt man can allow it; becauſe it is no­vel [Page] and factious, prejudicial to truth and juſtice, to the order and honor of this, and all ancient Churches, who were governed by the eminent authority of Biſhops: but if it be meant onely to take away the Luxuriancies and Abuſes; to prime off t [...] exceſſes and ſupply the defects incident to E [...]leſi [...]cal Go­vernment; or to be found in that juncture and  [...]onſ [...] ­ſtution, or the adminiſtration which was in England no wiſe and good man will oppoſe the efficacy of the Covenant, in ways either ſacred or civil, ſuch as become good Chriſtians, and good Subjects: yea no men are more forward in this then good Biſhops, and the beſt Epiſcopal Divines; who have not upon them any ſuch good of the Scotch Covenant, as it is deſtructive to regular Epiſcopacy; but they have far more an­cient, evident, and eminent motives to their duty from the holy Laws of God and man; which are able to keep men holy, without any ſuper ligation of this or other ſacred Covenant; which ſome ſacrilegious Apoſtates are prone to reproach by their magnifying it, in order to their private, covetous, and factious deſigns; which when more prevalent in England, did very little advance Gods knows, either the holi­neſs or happineſs of any honeſt man; no more then they did the piety, peace, or proſperity of either this Church or State.
§. And for ſuch ſpotted Libellers, who cry out of the ſacred Covenant, and count all blaſphemy, that invalidates their Titles to Church lands, or invert and obſtruct their deſigns, for Anarchy and confuſion in Church and State; they are no more to be regarded, for the ſpecious or odious words they liſt to uſe, then [Page] Satan  [...] when  [...] turns himſelf into the form of an  [...] of  [...]got, and turns Preacher; or then the El­de [...] of that City were, when they cryed out of Na­boths bla [...]pheming  [...] the Accuſers of Chriſt, who laid Bla [...]hemy  [...] to his charge; or the murtherers of  [...] of glorious memory, for his conſtancy,  [...] to this Church and Kingdom,  [...] that ſ [...]perlative impudenc [...] in their Trea­  [...]  [...] Mur [...]her, as to call them elves the Saints and  [...].
 [...] prodigious Libeller and his Abettors,  [...], then what they have gain­  [...]  [...] the dry-fats of ſome ſuch modern  [...]  [...]athe [...], Engagements, and Abjura­  [...]ation  [...] th [...]ght moſt conduced to their unjuſt  [...] ſo far undoubtedly deſtitute of any  [...] Authority ſ [...]e they and their Engage­ment  [...] ſuch an holineſs as will bring them  [...] Nor is the deſign of theſe farther, then  [...] palitations and pretences of Sacred­  [...]  [...]  [...]ous bargains, on which they have  [...]  [...]nd wickedly adventured: for which  [...] the Co [...]nant cryed up as ſacred, and ſo  [...] and keenneſs againſt all the right of  [...] and honour, will be a great Abet­  [...] wh [...]n all other pro [...]ects fail, and as leaves after a  [...] will  [...]ll to the ground.
 [...].§. If this high vindicator of the Covenant, for ſo ſacred a buſineſs, be himſelf ſo holy a perſon, as is fit to aſſert any thing that is holy; it is ſtrange he con­ceal [...] the honor of his name, and the authority of his perſon, when he engageth ſo high as to cry out of [Page] Dr. Gaudens blaſphemy: Sure he needed not to have hidden himſelf in ſo good and great a cauſe, wherein his zeal, though mixt with indiſcretion, might have made him appear a very holy man: but it ſeems he had not impudence enough to ſhew his evil fac [...], nor courage to own his ſcandalous name; conſcious to the unwelcome horror of it, which is capable to blaſt any thing that he crys up as ſacred: Therefore he uſeth theſe cowardly Rhodomontado [...] of words, to amaze the ſilly Readers of his ſilly An [...]tomy; which is a work worthy of C. B. Caeſar Borgia, ſon to Al [...]ander the ſixth; both of them as Gui [...]ardine tels us, Borbo­ritae, monſters of men, wallowing Swine in the mire of ſenſuality, Simony, Sa [...]ril [...]g C [...]etouſneſs Cruelty, and all manner of  [...]  [...]ven  [...]hou when one gloried to b [...] his Holi [...]ſs the  [...]  [...] head of the Church, T [...]e other to b [...] th [...]  [...] that is, Son of ſo  [...]red  [...] Father, neither  [...]f the [...]  [...] to advance the repute of  [...] they cryed  [...]p f [...]r holy or ſa [...]red, any more then the Libeller  [...] to promote that  [...]acred Co [...]en [...]nt, and his execrable, that is, his ſacrilegious ends thereby.
§. I ſhall not be ſollicitou [...] to finde out his name who dares not own him [...]elf in the defence of a ſa [...]red thing, and againſt blaſph [...]m [...]. I preſume he is vir trium li­terarum, or nullius nominis as to any thing of true honour and worth; and ſo his perſon is better b [...]ried in eternal obſcurity, then diſcovered by an unſ [...]aſona­able curioſity; which would utt [...]rly blaſt all Sacredneſs in the Covenant, no leſs, then in his profeſſion, eſpe­cially if he be of the ſame ſacred gown with his dear C. E. the Letters of whoſe name are ſo oft graven [Page]upon  [...] of the Covenant; which is onely dread­  [...]  [...] head of Non-ſenſe and Blaſphemy,  [...] w [...]i [...]h ſwell [...] wi [...]h gre [...] terror and  [...] the Read [...]r,  [...]o [...]iting out Idolized  [...]  [...]ſphemy together wi [...]h that ſa [...]red Co­  [...]  [...] Juglers do ſtones, and knives,  [...] yet no  [...]n can well diſcern how they  [...]. Nay, like the Devil of Maſson, this  [...],  [...]kes foul ſtir, and hideous noiſe, yet is not to  [...] onely heard ſometimes to cry out with a diſ [...]  [...]mour; other while to laugh with profuſe and  [...]word  [...]achinuation [...], though no ſorrow is ſad­de [...] on th [...] De [...]ils and hypocrites mirth; at laſt he left a  [...] ſent, and filled the room with ſul­  [...]ue c [...]lations.
 [...].  [...] doth this inviſible Libeller, of whom Dr.  [...]  [...]ad no leſs ſcruple in point of making any re­  [...]  [...] having any conference with him, then ſome had of their ſpeaking to thoſe Ghoſts and Spectors which appeared in their houſes: with whom the re­  [...]en [...] Bi [...]op of Hall (whoſe very name (of all Biſhops) t [...]e ſpirit of Aſm [...]cus, in this Libeller moſt abhors and  [...]) adviſeth not to have any parley; becauſe be iudgeth thoſe Apparitions to be but the Devils illu­ſions, a d that there is no hope, either to do them good, or get go [...]d from them, by any diſcourſe with them.
 [...]. In like ſort for ſome weeks (having much other and better employment) Dr. Gauden thought it his wiſeſt was to follow the command of King Hezekiah, by which he defeated the real blaſphemies and rail­ings of Rabſ [...]akeh, by not anſwering him a word; it [Page] being ſufficient reply to ſuch Diaboletto [...]s, in the Archangels words, The Lord rebuke them: Many ſober perſons judged it below the conſpiently and luſtre of Dr. Gaudens name, to encounter with ſuch an Ʋmbra, ſuch a Goblin and Larva; who lurking in m [...]ſt de­ſerved obſcurity, ſhoots out hi [...] bitter arrows, to the wounding (if it were in the power of his impotent m [...] ­lice) of not onely Dr. Gaudens credit, but of all the Church of England, of all the l [...]ned, godly and reve­rend Biſhops; of the King, that was cruelly and ſcorn­fully put to death, to make way for purchaſers of Crown and Chruch lands; yea, to the reproach even of God himſelf, and his bleſſed Name; as if it did by meer charm conſecrate all thoſe projects, confedera­cies, faſhions and practices, yea, and purchaſes too, which liſt to wrap themſelves up in the covert of a ſacred Covenant: Which can never be further ſacred, then as it keeps within bounds of Gods and mans Laws; which are juſt and holy, forbidding to do any evil, though good ſhould come thereby.
§. To be ſure, that injurious and ſacrilegious ſenſe which his Libeller intends to put upon the Covenant, The Covenant cann [...]t be  [...]o­ly,  [...] or  [...]ac [...]ed  [...]. will render it rather execrable then ſacred; and ſo muſt every Covenanter be to God and all good m [...]n, who under colour of the Covenant, ſhall perſevere in any way which is unjuſt; taking or detaining from any honeſt man, that which by Gods and mans Laws is his, notwithſtanding the Remaining Lords and Com­mons in the two Houſes, and the Scotch Commiſ­ſioners, yea, and the Aſſembly (all ſacred no doubt, though without the authority and conſent of his Sa­cred Majeſtie) did take that Covenant, Sept. 11. 1643.
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 [...]. Which was conſecrated by the ſwords and piſtols of ſome Souldiers, who being firſt pregnant with ſome prodigious Reformation, fell into ſuch monſtrous long­ings afterward, as were not to be ſatisfied, without they de [...]oure [...] not onely the lands and houſes of the Cr [...]wn and the Church; but alſo the liberties, lives,  [...]  [...]nors both of the King [...] and Biſhops of England, who were generally perſons ſ [...]n m [...]nt for all excel­len [...]ies befitting Princes and Prelates, that few men in any age exceeded or equalled them; yet were they fought to be utterly ruined and extirpated, both their E [...]tates, perſons, F [...]nctions and  [...]ucceſſion [...] by ſome men, who h [...]d perſonally taken, and at firſt zealouſly p [...]oted this  [...]acred Covenant: Theſe were the pious impo [...]ers of Biſhops firſt, and then the Kings of England▪ theſe were gracious purchaſers of Crown and Chur [...] lands, the holy extirpaters of Monarchy  [...] out of this Kingdom and Church.
 [...]. O th [...] exc [...]rabl Libeller, who ever thou art [...] were not th [...]ſe in Pat [...]ns for your c [...]uſe, and deſired Advo [...]tes for the Client D E. had they n [...]t gained much ſacred influence, by lying ſo directly under the Aſpect of this ſacred Covenant? Were they no [...] bleſſed  [...]rmer [...] Are they not ſtill in a very juſt ch [...]ritable and holy temper, when they are impatient, and cry out of non ſenſe, yea Idolized, yea, and  [...]l [...]phemy too, i [...] any man  [...]k in order to publique peace, to reconcile the Covenant by ſo candid and benign a ſenſe of it, as may in charity be believed, and ought in piety and equity to be contained in it, if it be valid and binding of any mans conſcience: ſince no man can be bound by any contrived form of words, under the [Page] name of Vow, or Oath, or League, or Sacred Covenant, contrary to his duty to God, the King, the Countrey, the Church, and the Laws under which he lives, or in prejudice, and to the injury of any one honeſt mans rights; much leſs againſt ſo many, as the Biſhops and other Church men were; yea, againſt the very  [...]uncti­on, Office, Authority, Order, and Degree of Bi­ſhops, in ſuch a ſenſe and uſe as  [...] was obſerved in the Church of Chriſt.
 [...]. Yet no ſenſe of the Covenant will ſerve the Li­bellers turn and D. B's. but ſuch, which to the reproach and prejudice of God and his Church, and of this Nation, to the ſcandal and contempt of our Religi­on and Reformation, may enable and encourage them themſelves ſo to act and perſiſt, as obliged by their ſa­cred Covenant, to make a further execrable havock of this Church; and to keep thoſe ſacrilegious pur­chaſes they have made, contrary to all right and rea­ſon; all civil Juſtice and Religion, all Laws of God and man.
§. Who will hereafter call or account the Covenant Sacred, when he ſhall read it ſo ſtiled by ſuch an exe­crable Libeller and D. B. who was firſt a very keen ad­verſary againſt the Scots, when they firſt reemed this Covenant, and brought it forth as Jupiter did Pallas, compleatly armed: O how did his Copes-mate D. B. then bite and tear the poor Scots. After, when he found they had an influence on the two Houſes of Par­liament and Aſſembly; how did he lick them whole with his tongue? O the glory of the Covenant! how ſacred, how venerable muſt it needs appear, when ſuch a Libeller and D. B. aſſert it? when D. B's well [Page] known ambition, never ſcrupled to have been made a biſhop, though he had no worth or merit fit for it; till by an unhappy fate be plunged himſelf into a great purchaſe of Biſhops lands, which to preſerve, he is driven in his greateſt agonies and deſpairs to fly, as Ʋl [...] did to Ajax his ſhield, for protection to the Covenant; which (if it be indeed ſacred, ſuffici­ently tells all Sacrilegious purchaſers of Crown and Church lands, againſt all law and juſtice; that pro­tection is not in it for any ſuch ungodly and unjuſt practices: That the Covenant as ſacred, could not and did not, ought not to intend any thing to the preju­dice and injury of Venerable Epiſcopacy; neither to the lands, liberties, honors, or lives of any Biſhops, if legally good men, nor if morally bad, further then ſo convicted by Law, and lawful authority. A de­formed or diſeaſed vicious man, muſt not by a Phyſici­an he deſtroyed, under pretence to correct or cure him; nor may any Judge condemn him, as to his juſt and civil rights, becauſe of his ſinful infirmities, which the Law hath not yet condemned.
The  [...].This mitigated and juſt ſenſe of the Covenant, ſome that were, and are great Maſters in our Iſrael, and Aſſertors of the Covenant, are now content to own; abating that rigor which ſometime poſſeſſed ſome Covenanters againſt Epiſcopacy in that ſenſe, wherein this and moſt other Churches ever owned and uſed Epiſcopal Government and Authority among, and above Presbyters.
§. Yea, many of them begin to caſt a favourable eye on Epiſcopal Dignity, no leſs then on Church lands, fearing nothing ſo much, as not to have a ſhare [Page] of them; much congratulating, as the Kings happy reſtauration; ſo the hopes of recovering the priſtine honour and Government, with the revenues and rights of the Church in point of Epiſcopacy; not in the fal­lacy of a Presbyterian p [...]rity, but of a preſidential con­ſtant eminency of Biſhops, in authority above Presby­tery, ſuch as St. Jerome affirms to be neceſſary, to avoid ſchiſms, factions and confuſions in all Churches.
§. Which pious, prudent and juſt reſolution, car­ried on by King, Lords and Commons happily united, will be beſt able to declare and ſtate that ſenſe of the Covenant, which onely can be lawful juſt and honeſt: And therein to reconcile all good men, beyond any ſenſe that the partiality and novelty of others ſeek to urge and impoſe, contrary to our Laws and common Juſtice; which ought not to cancel, but confirm the Catholick cuſtoms of the Church; alſo the pious do­nations of the dead, and the juſt fruitions of the living.
§. There is nothing which Dr. Gauden deſires and endeavours more, then the peace of Church and State; nor can he expect to ſee either of them ſin­cerely ſettled, till juſtice be done to God, the King, and the Church; nor are theſe likely to be effected to a laſting ſecurity, until theſe two things be done and declared in Parliament, by King,Two things worthy the Kings and Par­liaments de­claration. Lords and Com­mons:
1. Firſt, That all alienating of Church lands, with­out the conſent of King, Lords, Commons, and the Clergy in poſſeſſion, is ſacriledg, that is, a ſin of an high nature, and juſtly abominated by this Chriſtian Church and Nation.
[Page]2. Secondly, That the Covenant was either not to be taken, as it is not to be kept in any other ſenſe, then what is agreeable to the Laws of God and men, to Juſtice and Charity: That not any National Authority, which the Covenant never had, but onely the matter in it ſo far as is lawful, doth binde any man who took it, yea, and ſo all that never did take it: Thus the Sceptical and ſuperſtitious Diſputers, and ſacrilegious urge [...] of the Covenant may be ſilenced; and the juſt limits of it may be ſtated, even as to the point of lawful Epiſcopacy; wherein all ſober mindes may agree, not for the validity or bond of the Covenant, but for the higher obligations which Reaſon and Religion, Piety and Prudence, juſtice to man, and regard to the Church of Chriſt have upon their conſciences: That the Covenant may not be made the grindſtone or milſtone to waſte or ſink venerable Epiſcopacy, and undo good Biſhops; nor yet a footſtool or ladder to help Presbytery or Independency again into the ſaddle of miſ-government, firſt of the Church, then of the State; which hath evidently appeared to be the deſign of all Factious and Ambitious Novel­ties.
§. As for this Libeller and his Abbettors, (ſuch as D. B. qui iram at (que) animos a crimine ſumunt) who con­ſcious to the enormity of their actions, are pertina­cious to ſcrew up the Covenant to ſuch rigors, as are deſtitute of any juſtice from Gods or mans Laws, one­ly to abet the ſacriledge of their purchaſes; or to fo­ment their further factious projects of ſubduing this Church of England; that is, debaſing and deforming it to other forreign patterns, which are far below its [Page] former beauty, and preſent conſtitucion: theſe are beſt left to the enjoyment of ſuch fruits as the Laws will allot to their Sacrilegious Sin, Folly, and Raſh­neſs.
§. If the Covenant be Sacred, The Cove­nant againſt Presbytery as Schiſm and Superſtition. and muſt binde to that latitude of ſenſe which any liſt to ſtretch the letter of it; I wonder how thoſe that urge it ſo fiercely againſt Prelacy and Biſhops as chief, can be free and abſolved as to their Presbytery or Independen­cy, which is Presbytery ravelled, or in rags; againſt both which they covenanted under the names of Schiſm and Superſtition; ſince both Presbytery and In­dependency (apart from Epiſcopal Preſidency and Authority) are moſt ſignally to be branded with theſe characters; both of them being Schiſms: both in an Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe, becauſe factious varyings or ren­dings from conformity, with this and all ancient Churches: Alſo in a civil ſenſe, as violent deviatives from the ſettled laws and conſtitutions of this Church and State.
§. Nor are they leſs guilty of Superſtition: Affir­mative, by impoſing ſuch things as neceſſary in Church Government, and Chriſtian communion, which God hath not made or declared to be ſo; ſuch as are lay-ruling Elders parity among Presbyters; a Church-Covenant, beſides Chriſtian owning of their Baptiſm and confeſſion of their Faith in confirmation: And Negativè, Superſtitious they are, in denying thoſe things to be lawful or indifferent, which God hath ſo left in his Word, under the liberty, authority and wiſdom of his Church, to judge of, uſe and impoſe as ſuch.
[Page]
 [...]§. If they are guilty of Idolized N [...] ſenſ [...] and blaſphemy again [...] the ſacred Covenant, who will not ſuffer themſelves, yea, this whole Church and King­dom to be hampered or ſnared by any word in it, or aff [...]xed to it, contrary to right reaſon, ſettled Laws, and ſound religion, to which Dr. Gauden ſeeks to confine the Covenant, and reduce all Covenan­ters that are conſciencious; what muſt b [...] the ſin and ſupr [...] folly of thoſe men, who ſeek to recon­cile contradiction [...], to juſtifie immoralities and im­poſe novelties; to abet ſchiſms, and to aſſert meer Sola [...]s in Church and State by the Covenant. Swearing allegiance to the King as ſupream; yet making Laws without him, and impoſing Covenants upon him and his Subjects, againſt his and their conſciences? vowing to extirpate Prelacy as eſta­bliſhed by Law, yet owning Epiſcopacy as a primi­tive, Apoſtolick and catholick Government in the Church; engaging againſt all Schiſms and Superſti­tion, yet ſtrongly abetting Presbytery and Indepen­dency, apart from all authoritative Epiſcopacy; be­ing both of them highly guilty of thoſe rendings of both Church and State into factious parties; alſo of thoſe popular and novel impoſitions, upon the con­ſciences of the Kings Subjects and good Chriſtians, which no Word of God, nor practice of any pri­mitive Churches, nor laws of this Church or State do require; ariſing from ſuch arbitrary fancies, as in licentious times ſeemed moſt probable to advance the intereſts of mens covetous and ambitious pro­ject [...], as they could ſtrengthen their ſeveral parties and factions.
§. Thus ſome covenanters The laſt pro­  [...]e [...]  [...] Covenanters. who at firſt profeſſed [Page] they aimed at nothing but an ingenuous and orderly reduction of Epiſcopal government, to its primitive, legal and juſt bounds, ſo far as it was b [...]  [...] man permitted by them in their place  [...] proteſting that they covenanted only  [...]  [...] ariancies and deficiencies, not the  [...] orderly preſidency, or due aut [...]ority of  [...] afterward, as ſucceſs ſmiled upon  [...]  [...] bins of their Covenant was ſtrongly an [...]  [...] ſet for Presbytery; by all means they were to ſet it up, and to malleate the Church of England (which was as well conſtituted and reformed as any in the world) in Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government, to the Kirk and Presbyterian mode in Scotland, as a moſt rare and unique pattern; when even there the Covenant was indeed but an untimely birth of yeſterday, an abor­tive brought forth by force, contrary to the for­mer excellent, legal conſtitutions of that Church, which were Epiſcopal.
§. Thus while the tide of times ran high for Preſ­bytery, P [...]s [...]t [...]ry  [...] of  [...]  [...]nant b [...]o [...]. there was no hoc, but the priſtine order, ho­nor, and liberty of the Church of England muſt in all haſt write after ſuch new copies as were blotted with the blots of civil bloodſhed, and other tumul­tuary ſpots, which are not the ſpots of God's Church and children: the two Houſes, the Aſſembly, the Clergy, the King and all muſt dance after that foraign pipe, which plaid to the new tune of Biſhopleſs, or Anti­epiſcopal Presbytery, without aboliſhing of which, ſome men well knew Church lands could not be got­ten, which they ſo greedily gaped for.The aba [...]e­ment of t [...]e Co [...]enante a heat as to Presbytery.
§. When the heat and petulancy of this popular Presbyterian ſpirit began to cool, and by overboyl­ing [Page] to quench it ſelf, ſober people of all ranck [...] having enough of the vapour and flouriſh, and too much of the pragmaticalneſs and impertinency of peity Pre [...]byters, either in their ſingle or Parochial u­ſurpations, or in their more politick but illegal aſſo­ciations; then they began to chew over the Covenant again, to ſee if it were more digeſtible in a ſofter ſenſe then rigid and imperious Presbytery had dicta­ted; And becauſe Epiſcopacy was ſtill under great prejudices, not only by the ambitious envy of its ri­vals, the ruling or uſurping Presbyters, but alſo by the injurious ſellers and buyers of Biſhops and other Church-mens lands; many covenanters rather cun­ing then conſciencious, broached new ſences of their Covenant, making it conſiſtent with any degree of Independency, yea with utter Anarchy in Church and State, in order to ſet up, as they pretended, the King­dom of Jeſus, upon the ruines of Epiſcopacy and Preſ­bytery too.
§. Yea there wanted not thoſe whoſe Vane ſophiſtry found out limits and ſolutions for their ſworn loyalty, in the words of the covenan [...]; as binding them no further to preſerve the Kings life and honor, then in his preſervation of true Religion, in their opinion; if he confirm [...]d not to what they fancied the true reli­gion, under any ſceptick, novel and ſcraphick form, Adieu Allegiance, they are abſolved by the Cove­nant; the King is contrary to the godly party, and the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt; he is a perſecutor and a Tyrant; he may be impriſoned, depoſed, deſtroyed, even by ſome ſuch covenanters, whether of the Preſ­byterian or Independent leaven; who made the Co­venant, not the Law of God or the Land, the limi­ter [Page] of their Allegiance, and the circumſcriber, the overthrower of the Kings power, both Eccleſi [...]ſtical and civil, that by the ruine of the Kings and Biſhops Palaces, they might build their cottages to a greater ſtrength and conſpicuity.
§. Thus was this ſacred Covenant made ſerviceable to the moſt execrable actions that everthe ſun beheld, both for King-killing, and Church robbing; for Regicide and Sacriledge, together with all that deluge of hy­pocriſie and vilany which muſt needs flow in upon any Nation where ſuch principles of Anarchy and practices of Rebellion ſhall ſeem conſecrated even by a ſacred Covenant; contrary (as I beleive in charity) to the intents of moſt of thoſe that firſt invented, im­poſed it and took it, as a godly farrago full of good words and ſpecious phraſes, which admitted and ex­preſſed ſuch limitations by the word of God, and the Laws of the Land, to mens duties in their places and callings, alſo to the meaſures of true Religion, and bounds of good conſcience, that many in the ſimplicity of their ſouls no doubt took it, without any evil thought againſt the King; the Church, the Laws, the liberties of this Nation; nor yet againſt the juſt rights of Biſhops or any honeſt man; contrary to which holy bounds and rules of Juſtice, to affirm, that no man could with good conſcience otherways covenant or act, is that Idolized nonſenſe and blaſphemy, with which the infamous and Anonymus Libeller dares to charge Dr. Gauden, as a depraver or deſecrator of that ſacred Covenant, with which that Sacrilegious Scribler is ſo highly taken, becauſe he fancies it may yet ſerve his and D. B's. turn at a dead lift, and ſave that ſtake and venture they have in Church lands, [Page] which will ſignifie very little, if Biſhops be reſtored to their juſt rights, againſt which no Covenant could be honeſtly taken, or may juſtly bind.
§. Dr. Gauden profeſſeth, that as no honeſt man ought by an impoſed or ſpontaneous covenanting, to engage himſelf or others to the prejudice of God or man, contrary to his duty to either, or to the dimi­nution of what is lawful juſt and right, either in publick or private; which poſition is as full of good ſenſe, and as far from blaſphemy, as the Libeller and D. B. are from modeſty and common honeſty, who would make the C [...]enant a ſnare to ſin, and a bond to iniquity, yet cry it up for ſacred; So Dr. Gaudens Analyſis, Solution or Reſolution of the Covenant, to ſuch a ſence as is ſuitable to a good conſcience, either in taking or keeping it, is far from boſting or blaſpheming any thing, that may be ſacred in it, becauſe conſonant to Gods word, and thoſe moral duties, religious and civil, of piety, Juſtice and charity, by which all men, and Chriſtians above all are obliged, and from which no power on earth can, or in heaven will abſolve them.
The pow [...]  [...].§. As to the authority, compoſing, and impoſing of the Covenant, Dr. Gauden affirms it was not le­gal and compleat; nor had it a civilly ſacred or le­giſlative power; conſequently the Covenant hath not vi [...] legis, nor may be eſteemed as a National Vow or Ingagement, not binding all men in their proxios or perſons, much leſs in their poſterities, no more then the publick Faith did which was oft and ſolemnly a­vowed by theſe Covenanters, but never performed nor will be till Doomſday.
§. The Church and Nation was happy and free [Page] before it, and without it; it being no command of God or inſtitution of Chriſt, or neceſſary ingredient in Religion, or catholick cuſtom of this or any other Church of Chriſt, nor any fundamental law or con­ſtitution either ſacred or civil, but a meer novelty, and illegality, as to the polity and piety of this Church and State. Yea taking the Covenant in its publick aſpect, and as to thoſe factions and deſigns to which it ſerved ſome men for a while, it was full of the factions, forces, terrors and jealouſies of thoſe moſt unhappy times, for which the invention and appli­cation of the Covenant, proved no antidote or plai­ſter to remedy or allay the diſtempers in Church and State, but was rather a means to fire, inflame, and exaſperate them even ſo far, till the very firſt Au­thors and Abettors of the Covenant, were more then once ſmitten, wounded, deſtroyed, defeated, and at laſt wholly ſubdued, even by their Covenanting brethren, whoſe Ambition, quickly made this ſo ſacred Covenant, an Almanack out of date.
§. If any man have yet a ſcruple and jealouſie, that what ever defects as to civil Authority were in the Covenant, Of the religi­ous bond in the Covenant yet being a Vow or Oath made to God, it is binding, though it were private and ſpontaneous; Tis true, it doth bind, ſo far as it is in our power and freedome to make and keep ſuch a bond, God is not to be mocked; but mens Vows, where lawful, muſt be performed. On the other ſide, God is not to be mocked, either by making raſh and unlawful Vows, or by keeping them when ſo made; For they bind the taker to nothing but the breaking of them, and repenting for them; ſo ſoon as they diſcern the falſity, fraud, impiety, unequality and injuſtice in them, [Page] they are abſolved from them, as much as David was from that reſolution be took,O  [...]. as the Lord lived, to de [...]troy Nabal and his Family, by a military diſdain and paſſion; yet upon Abigals prudent and humble interceſſion, he willingly recan [...]s, and doth not what be raſhly Vowed, but bleſſeth God and her, for  [...]erpe [...] him from being as bad as his word.
 [...]. So Jezabels ſwearing to deſtroy Eliah, was bet­t [...] broke then kept; and the forty conſpirators who  [...]  [...]mſelves to kill Paul under a curſe of vo­  [...] famine; if any men bind themſelves by  [...] Sacrament to do or conceal things that  [...]  [...]ce [...]ful, Treaſonable and injuſt, as the Pow­  [...]  [...]tors did, they ought not to keep thoſe Co­ve [...] ▪ but reveal and break them. Yea, this w [...]e Church and Nation, with it's Parliament and Con [...]ocation, as in Queen Marys days, fal­  [...]ng  [...] Apoſtacy from the Reformed Religion and engaging themſelves by ſolemn penance and abſoluti­on, to the Romiſh ſuperſtition, and Papal ſubjection, yet did well, upon better information, in Queen Eliza­beths reign, to break that yoak, and retract that recognition, by a pious levity, and holy Apoſtacy, which flies from Idolatrous ſuperſtition, to the pri­mitive pure and reformed Religion.
§. As all wiſe and juſt men ought well to conſider what they do in ſuch eaſes of Vowing, Swearing, and Covenanting, Cove [...]  [...]. either private or publique; weighing all words, and publiquely declaring their meaning, as to any words, that may have by their obſcurity or ambiguity, any juſt grounds of jealouſie in them, as ſervient to mens luſts and paſſions, contrary to law and Religion, (which ſome did even in this Co­venant, [Page] declaring they neither could not would own it further then it might conſiſt with their duty to God, the King, the Church and their Country;) So if well meaning men be drawn in by the ari [...]ſieo [...] or terrors of others, under ſpecious forms of good words, to ſuch verbal Ingagements, as afteward are made uſe of for real ſnares to ſin and cords of iniquity, in purſuance of which, they muſt do, or deſire, or conſent to, or endeavour things violent, unjuſt, diſ­loyal, injurious and irreligious; doutbleſs their ſe­cond and better thoughts ought to retain, yea ab­ſolve them from ſuch Covenants or Engagements, ſo far urged and interpreted againſt the rules of good conſcience, and holy converſation, which muſt in all things be juſt and innocent; his firſt animadvertency or inconſiderateneſs, hath no validity or bond, much­leſs the bare charm of words fradulently impoſed up­on him; either they muſt be reſolved and ſtated to a juſt, righteous ſenſe and end, or they muſt be diſ­ſolved and broken like Sampſons cords and withes, when the moral, legal, and religious ſtrength of the underſtanding recovers it ſelf, and thereby redeems the conſcience from ſuch captivities, either to ſin or ſuperſtition: which may in no caſe prejudice that liberty which a Chriſtian ſoul hath by Chriſt, onely to do good, and to aſſert it ſelf from all the ſervi­tudes in which its own luſt, ſimplicity and ignorance, or the Devils ſubtilties and devices, or mans power and policies may have enſnared it.
§. Contrary to which ſolid Aſſertions of Dr. Gau­den, D. Gaudens ſ  [...]e of the C [...]ve  [...]nt muſt be aſſert­e [...],  [...] C [...] ­  [...]en [...]t  [...] ­ed. neither this trivial Libeller, with his childiſh bullruſhes, nor yet Mr. Crafton with his more grave and ſolemn weapons, will be able to make any ſuch im­preſſions, [Page] as ſhall either move Dr. Gauden from his grounds of Truth and Juſtice; or drive on the Cove­nant to any ſuch deſigns as are ſo far irreligious and unlawful as they are violent and unjuſt, either a­gainſt the King or the Church; againſt his Majeſties ſupremacy, or the Biſhops lawful authority and Eſtates under him, neither of which can be managed, as becomes Regal and Epiſcopal power, if either the ſac [...]ed authority and patrimony of the Crown, or of the Church, be alienated, and not reſtored (as in juſtice and religion, as well as prudence and honour they ought to be) upon pretended obſtructions and ſuperſtitious ſcruples, which are inſoluble and inſeparable (forſooth) from ſome mens taking the Covenant, either ſimply, without due conſiderati­on and caution, or knaviſhly with deſign to ruine thereby the King and the Church, in order to make booty and prey of their Power and Eſtates.
§. Better ſuch Covenants be broken and nulled, yea and all ſuch Covenanters too, then the malignant influence of it, ſhould as an evil planet or comet ever hang over this Church and State, King and people, who muſt not be for ever miſerable, becauſe ſome men liſt to colour over their folly and knavery, their Sacriledge and Apoſtacy, with the veil of that ſacred Covenant taken by &c. as the Libeller relates. Which to reduce to juſt and honeſt bounds cannot be IDOLIZED NONSENSE and blaſphemy, ſave only in the cenſure of a vile Libeller, and ſuch as are worthy to march under his banner as a black guard of deſperate and ſeared conſciences, for the defence of Regicide and Sacriledge.
A view of the Cacotomy it ſelf.
[Page]
BUt I have been too long in examining the beauties of the Frontiſpiece, and lineaments of modeſty, truth and ingenuity, which this Libeller diſcovers in his title: It is now time to make ſome inſpection in­to his Cacotomy, and to ſee how uniform the ſcribler is to himſelf, in the whole ſeries of his ridiculous Libel; which hath nothing ſo conſiderable it, as the frequent luſtre which D. B. and once the venerable name of Dr. Burges, mentioned at length, and not in figures, do give to it, as lucid ſtars amidſt the black and foul clouds of malice and impotent paſſion with which that Pamphlet is loaden; and which upon a juſt view of its froth and filth, can onely fall upon the hairy ſcalp of its Author: Whatever he is, he deſerves, if he could be found, to have his face waſhed in the puddle he hath piſſed; and to be brought to ſee thoſe ſedities which he hath vomited in his own boſom, to the offence of all modeſt ſpectators.
§. The firſt adventure of this douty Defender, or rather Defamer of the Covenant, is at a fit of wit, The Libel [...]ers firſt adventure to ſtra [...] of w [...]t. in ſpite  [...]f Mercury and Minerva too; making himſelf and his Reader (like a Buffoon or Jack-pudding) a little ſport or mirth, as he thinks, with the title of Dr. Gaudens Analyſis, with a ſupercritical ſeverity, quar­relling at the alluſion to the looſing of St. Peters bonds, when he was caſt into Priſon, bound with chains, and kept as the Engliſh People have been many years by quaternions of Souldiers (for it was the ſword of man, [Page] and not the Word of God, that firſt ſought to binde the Nation and Ch [...]rch of England, with the chain of this Covenant, and of other poſtern outhes, e [...] ­deavouring to caſt this great people into the Priſons or Pinfold [...] of Democracy, Presbyterie and Indepen­dency, which had formerly lived in the ample Palaces of Rega [...]ity and Epiſcopacy, from the firſt plantation of Ch [...]nity.
§. Here by a Sardinian laughter, this Cretian Beaſt feign [...] himſelf merry, and affects ſuch frolicks of wit, as he thinks may muſt divert the Reader from ſevere and juſt diſdains of his impudent folly, which is ever attended with exquiſite pains of inward fears and tortures, leſt Biſhops lands ſhould return to their juſt owners, from ſuch ſacrilegious Ʋſurpers. Nor can his many grimaſſes, mimical geſtures and diſtortions, relieve this j [...]ſe Libeller from thoſe torments of ini­quity and infamy, which (as Dives) he muſt needs feel in ſuch an helliſh ſtate as wants both repentance and reputation, peace with God and good men.
§. The ſarcaſtick Libeller would fain make his Rea­der believe, that nothing is good ſen [...]e, which is not as flat as a flounder; that alluſi [...]ns are colluſions, that Me­taphors ingenuouſly applied, muſt be reduced to a literal vigor by ſuch a pedantique Interpreter, who cannot be ignorant, that nothing is more frequent, then to borrow ſuch expre [...]ſions from holy Scripture and other books; as a Coa [...] from the Altar. Gedeons Fleece, &c. onely ſo far to ſerve the minde of the Writer, as the Emphaſis of the phraſe or words, may have a meet reſemblance with the main deſign. The Libellers impertinent trifling in this firſt part of his Anatomy, is onely fit for the farce of a French Comedy, [Page] not for a preface to a caſe of conſcience, and ſo ſacred a concern as he pretends to make of the Covenant. Here he ſhews with what a Gooſe quill he is fit to write. Some faces are never more deformed and ridiculous then when they ſtrive to laugh; and certainly if this Libeller had dared to have ſhewed his face, when he thus pleaſed himſelf with his ſcurrilous ſmiles, no grinnings of the moſt cacant viſage would have yield­ed the world a more unwelcome aſpect: The grim ſe­verity and dreadful blackneſs even of his D. B. would certainly have reſolved the ſupercilious horror of his looks into ſome ſerenity, though he affects to be the third great Cato and Caeſar of his age; the prime un­dertaker to reform the Doctrine, Liturgie, Di [...]cipline, Government and manners of the Church of England: If by any of theſe diverſions he may divert King and Parliament from revoking Church lands, and the ma­king him underſtand the meaning of that old Sicilian Oracle, R.A.S.P.P. Reddite aliena, S [...]vultis poſſidere propria. Though the man affects to be Democritus for a fit, yet his true temper is that of Heraclitus or Ma­gor miſſabib, full of ſadneſs and terour, when he ſees how the day of reſtitution, like the day of judgement, is come upon him, and his ſacrilegious comrades; who can never ſo diſſemble his horrors, but the Reader may eaſily diſcern, that in the midſt of his feigned laughter, his heart is as heavy as Nabals was, when he heard of Davids coming to be avenged of his ingra­titude. His Mammon, and not the Covenant, is the ſacred thing, which this Achan, this Libeller, the trou­bler of Iſrael ſeeks to aſſert and keep.
[Page]
The L [...]ers  [...] on  [...] pa [...].§. After the Libeller hath made ſome childiſh pur­ſuits of the bubbles and butterflies of his own fancy; he ſtrives to appear in his more truculent ſtile, like Po­lyp [...]emus, when he ſtretched himſelf to grope for Ʋlyſſes, that he might devour him; every where gnaſting his foul teeth, as if he were eating up, and not writing againſt Dr. Gauden.
Againſt whoſe perſon he is pleaſed to make two very learned, but moſt impertinent digreſſions, wide enough from his ſacred Covenant; which was to be the umbrella or skreen under which his Sun-burnt ma­lice, and ardent revenge againſt Dr. Gauden was to march.
Here inſtead of charging Dr. Gauden with Symonie, Sacriledge, covetouſneſs incontinency, or any ſuch pecca­dillo's (for which he ſ [...]all need great apologies, and many compurgators) he vapo [...]ringly and falſly reflects upon Dr. Gauden, as if without any juſt ground, he had charged the Aſſembly with partiality in its conſti­tution, becauſe himſelf was ſhuffled out of it, who had as much right to ſit there, as Dr. Burges, or any other of that Clerick lay Synod, wherein many ſat as ſer­vient to Presbyterie, whom Dr. Gauden knew to be firm to Epiſcopacy, and would now very fain be Bi­ſhops. The Libeller urgeth, that Dr. Gauden being beneficed at Bocking in Eſſex, could not be choſen for that county, where Mr. Marſhal, and Mr. Newcomin, and Mr. Sedgwick were the Clerks elect, and ſerved in that ſacred Senate: Hence he concludes it to be a loud untruth (page 8.) and that he was neither choſen in Eſſex, nor elſewhere.
[Page]
§. Thus this bold Bayard, whoſe blindeneſs makes him ſo bold, and his malice makes him ſo blinde; and his revenge againſt Dr. Gauden ſo juſtly perſtringing his dear D. Burges for his fooliſh and impudent ſacriledge, makes him ſo full of malice, that he fancies Dr. Gauden diſpoſed to make and publiſh ſuch un­truths gratis, as may eaſily be confuted by publique Records; that ſo Dr. Gauden may come under the ſame brand with Dr. Burges, who in a Decree of  [...]han­cery, is ſtigmatized for a perſon void of common hon [...]ſty.
The errour of the audacious Libeller is in this, Dr. Gauden The  [...]ller [...] gr [...] or as t [...]  [...]r. Gaudens Seing  [...]n to the Aſſem­bly had then a Benefice in Cambridgeſhire, not in Eſſex; there Sir Dudly North Knight, and Thomas Chichley Eſq; did in perſon be ſpeak Dr. Gauden (to­gether with Dr. Wincop) that they might nominate him for one of the Clerks of that County; which they did, with approbation of the Houſe of Commons: Yet afterward (as thoſe Gentlemen, and Sir Thomas Barington, with others who purſued the buſineſs, till they found the loſs and errour, told Dr. Gauden) by ſome cloſe Committee, who were the Scrutineers of the elect, Thomas Goodwin was put in for John Gauden; alledging this reaſon, That they perceived by Dr. Gaudens Sermon before the Houſe of Commons at their firſt ſitting, he was not for their deſign, the rooting up of Epiſcopacy, but onely for the regulating of it: They added, that if Dr. Gauden or any other made enquiry after the buſineſs, the miſtake would eaſily be put upon the Scribe, by reaſon of the likeneſs of their names.
[Page]
§. T [...]is was one of thoſe Artifices by which the  [...]ters of Pre [...]byter e was carried on in thoſe times;  [...] this Libeller and his D. Burges were  [...] at leaſt would fain ſeem ſo, that  [...] with the more freedom reproach Dr. Gauden  [...] were prodigal to lye and feign in ſo  [...] as this, the ſitting in  [...]hat Aſſembly for the ext [...]p [...]ting of an excellent Liturgie, and  [...]pi [...]op [...] and the introducing of an odd Directory, with a Presbyterian Catechiſm, and new miſ-Govern­  [...]t  [...] which ſervices a ſober man would moſt am­  [...]lly  [...]d, and no man more then Dr. Gauden) which  [...]le [...] in ſo negligent to retrive the fraud and pall [...]y of thoſe Artiſts who favoured him, in tr [...]ing him of that attendance, which was as tediou [...] as ſervile and odious, to Engliſh Divines of generous and learned freedom; who ought not in hon ur and conſcience, if a National Synod or Con­ver [...]ation, to receive dictates from any men, much leſs be taught a new Chriſt-croſs row, or A. B. C. of Re­ligion, by the  [...]eſ [...]ne of a Forreign Sword. Againſt which Dr. Burges at firſt ſo ſtoutly oppoſed himſelf, till he diſcerned that Offa, or ſop and buccoone of a good Lecture of 4 [...] l. per annum in Pauls, and other advantagious purchaſes, likely to fall into his mouth by the ruine of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, which could not bear up againſt the ſtorms of thoſe times. Not­withſtanding D. Burges himſelf (as yet no [...] deſpairing to be a Biſhop by book or by crook) migh [...]ily interceded ſo far, as to be ſuſpended from ſitting in the Aſſembly by the Houſe of Commons (as the Libeller tells his tale, page 1 [...].) for proteſting againſt the firſt draught of the Covenant, which was abſolutely againſt Epiſco­pacy.
[Page]
§. O the bleſſed liberty of thoſe times and that godly Aſſembly, and the then zealous Houſe of Com­mons, which could not bear the parrheſie or free ſpeaking of Dr. Burges his paraſitick tongue; ſuſpect­ing it ſeems that he was no more able to ſpeak true Engliſh at Weſtminſter then true Latin at Oxford. T [...]e  [...].
§. Having cruſhed this firſt muſhroom of the Li­bellers malice and miſtake againſt Dr. Gauden, as to his choyce and right to have ſate in that Aſſembly, there appears in the belly of a parentheſis (as a toad ſwallowed by a ſnake) another great ſcandal, charged againſt Dr. Gauden, for his preaching at the Temple in Term times this laſt year; which how far the Gen­tlemen of thoſe Societies or Dr. Gauden have cauſe to be aſhamed of (as the Libeller prates) muſt be left to the better world. This is ſure that neither the Libeller nor D. B. have any cauſe to envy the pleaſure or profit (which is the main that troubles them) of that imployment, which poſſibly they miſtake as much as they do the value of Bocking lining; for the Temple employment at twenty five pounds a Term never defraid the charges of Dr. Gaudens attendance, whoſe deſign was not to make a gain of that ſervice, or to cumulate, as ſome giants did, mountains, Wat­ford, and St. Magnus; and Pauls lecture on both, and the Biſhops lands, with Dean and Prebends houſes of Wells on all three; But Dr. Gaudens  [...]im was, when he ſaw the waters troubled in that great ſea of people which flows in London and Weſtminſter, to ſtrive to be a good Angel, and to help to the healing of this Church and Kingdom, which was wounded and ſick at heart, by reaſon of murtherers and Church robbers, who ſpeaking and doing lies in hypocriſie, drave on no­thing [Page] but private gain, and publique confuſions, diſho­neſt purchaſes, and cruel oppreſſions.
To oppoſe theſe, Dr. Gauden (being deſired by both Temples after Biſhop Brownrigs deceaſe) for a time divided his labors between City and Country, as ſ [...]a [...]onably, as effectually by Gods bleſſing; firſt pleading Gods Cau [...]e againſt fallacious pretendors; next be detected at St. Pauls in a great Panegyris, the Medi [...] afters of the times, who like this Libeller and his D. B. hoped to make everlaſting advantages by their dilatory Medicines▪ yea poyſonous applications, where­with they deluded and tormented their miſerable patient, this Church and State, yea theſe three Bri­tiſh Kingdoms, which now by a general Sympathy grew impatient to endure any longer, thoſe cruel, and cheating Empericks, fit Mountebancks for this ſlaviſh Libeller to ſerve, and excellent chapmen, to furniſh D. B. with a good purchaſe of crown and Church lands; the better to enable him to exerciſe as much charity and hoſpitality, as Dr. Gauden is known to do; vertues which D. B. was never thought as little guilty of, as he was moſt notorious for his covetouſ­neſs and contentiouſneſs; of whom, I have more then once heard it reported, that when he was asked by a perſon of quality how he could in conſcience (be­ing ſuch a Zealot and Reformer) keep his two livings of St. Magnus and Watford, he profeſſed with great gravity and hypocriſie, That he could not theſe many years find a godly and fit man to whom he might with comfort reſign one of them. O the tender conſci­ence of D. B! O how choyce and curious is be of his comforts! who as the dunghil cock, was ever thought to finde more comfort in one grain of gain, then in [Page] all the graces and vertues. Nor is he or his Bembo, this Libeller to be blamed for quarrelling at Dr. Gau­dens ſervice at the Temple in Term time this laſt fa­tal and wonderful year; for in earneſt they are in hazard to loſe more by Dr. Gaudens and other mens endeavours to reſtore King, Church, and Kingdom to their rights, then ever Dr. Gauden hath got either by Bo [...]king living or the Temple; both which have ever ſpent themſelves and much more, without any of his grudging or complaining; who ever thought the poor had a right and due to ſome portion of Church re­venues.
§. But I fear to afflict the Reader by retorting theſe fools bolts upon the Libeller, The Libellers uncivil re [...]rt on Sir Lawrence Brumfield. who is hidden in the ambuſcadoes of his obſcurity, infamy and hypocri­ſie; theſe are ( [...], & extra Aras) as imper­tinent to his ſacred Covenant, as that other paſs, which with a ſcurrillity and contempt worthy of ſuch a Scribler he makes upon Sir L. Brumfield, a perſon of as great eſteem, known merit, and good uſe in the City of London, as D. B. the favorite and minion of this Libeller is of very little, who are not aſhamed by a ſpiteful correſpondency, to deſpiſe a perſon of an ingenuous calling, and honeſt induſtry, bleſſed by Gods bounty, and favoured with the Cities Embaſſie, ſo far as to obtain from his Majeſty the deſerved honor of Knighthood; for which no doubt he is more capable and competent then D. B. was thought of the degree of Doctor, when the Univerſity of Oxford at his keeping the Act, entertained the learned Reſpon­dent with the applauſe of hiſſing and laughter, being much taken with the excellent Soleciſms, and Anti­latiniſms, [Page] which with great confidence that dowty Divine entertained thoſe learned Auditors.
O how lippient and bleared eyes are impatient to behold thoſe that have more pleaſing aſpects; if S.  [...]. B. ſwords had been ſtill ſharpened againſt Biſhops, and would have helped D. B. to defend his purchaſe from reſumption; O then their edge and point had been for this Libellers turn; Then he had been a­mong the favorites of D. B. he ſhould not have need­ed ſo flaſhy a defender as the Libeller eſteems Dr. Gauden; whoſes flaſhes, like lightning, may poſſibly melt the money which ſuch ſacrilegious purchaſers have laid out in Biſhops and Church lands, by aſſer­ting the eccleſiaſtical and legal rights of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, againſt all factions and forcible novel­ties, who ſeek to ſhelter themſelves and their evil deeds, under the cover of the Covenant, as Caligula was wont to do his head under beds, covered with bay-leaves to avoid deſerved thunderbolts; Dr. Gau­den is a profeſſed and implacable enemy, not againſt ſuch covenanters, who either firſt took it, or now interpret it in ſuch a ſenſe, as piety, equity and cha­rity will allow, but againſt all ſuch crafty merchants, and their Libelling paraſites, who make a prey of others ſimplicity, and ſeek to turn the Covenant into a ſtone of offence, and apple of contention, onely to gratifie their covetous, ſacrilegious, ſuperſtitious and ſeditious deſigns; which are as far from any thing moral, juſt, legal or religious, as the Covenant is from deſerving to be taken or kept by any man if it be capable of no other tune or interpretation.
[Page]
The laſt impertinency uſed by this Libeller (wide enough from the point of his ſacred Covenant) is a great glorying in his dear friend D. Burges his rare plea for Sacriledge, The Libellers  [...]a [...]our of D. Bu [...]ges h [...]s p [...]ea  [...] ſacri [...]e [...]ge un [...]ered by Dr. Gauden. wherein by an unparallel'd impu­dence, and moſt tranſparent ſophiſtry, he labours to put his falſe ſpectacles (fitted for a venal ſoul, and mer­cenary conſcience, wilfully blinde, and ſtudious not to ſee or own that to be a ſin, in which their hope of gain doth lie:) Theſe falſe Lunettes muſt be applied to the noſe firſt of Richards Parliament, to which D. Burges his caſe and plea is preferred againſt the Cor­poration of Wells, which defrauded him, as he pre­tended, of part of his ſacred purchaſe. When theſe diſdained his impudent clamors and pamphlet, then he aſſaults the whole Engliſh world, with that piece (No Sacriledge no ſin, to ſell Biſhops lands,) to which he was aſhamed to ſet his name, further then the two fatal letters of C. B.
This frontleſs piece D. Burges D B [...]ges his wicked de­fence fu [...]ly c [...]nfuted. ſent to Dr. Gauden about two years paſt, with a letter (worthy of Sena­cherib, or Rabſakah, or Shimei, challenging an an­ſwer to that accurſed pamphlet, which is not aſhamed to maintain a Paradox, 1. Contrary to the Word of God, which commands mans honoring of him with their ſubſtance, both perſonal and predial, un­leſs D. B. thinks his lands to be no part of his ſub­ſtance.
2, Contrary to the holy example and proportion of the divine bounty in providing for his Miniſters, the Prieſts and Levites by cities and lands, beſides Tenths and other Oblations.
3. Contrary to the principles of common Equity, and native divinity, which teacheth all Nations to ab­hor [Page] the robbing of God and his Miniſters, to which not only Joſeph and Pharoahs ancient pattern of not buying the Prieſts lands, but the practice of Jews, Pa­gans, Mahometans, and all Chriſtians (but conſiſca­tory purchaſers of ſuch eſtates) do conſent; agree­able to all laws Moſaick, civil, Imperial, Canon, and the common Laws of England, which allow no aliena­tion of Church or Biſhops lands, without the Kings or Clergies conſent, the latter as the legal poſſeſſors, the former as the ſworn Patrons and Protectors of the Church.
4. Contrary to the judgement of all Fathers, Councils, Hiſtorians, Schoolmen, Greek and Latin, Reformed and Romiſh Divines, who in no caſes but thoſe of neceſſity, higher publique charity, or further improvement of the Churches patrimony, do allow any alienation of Church Lands, and never in theſe unleſs the ſupream Authority gives leave, and the reſpective Church men conſent: But to take away Church revenues of pious and ancient dona­tion, devoted to Gods glory, ſervice and worſhip, to the ſupport of the  [...]lergies honor, the Churches Order and Government, alſo to the hoſpitable releif of the poor, and maintenance of other good works, and to do this by force, againſt Laws unrepealed, againſt the declared diſſent of King and Clergy con­cerned, to ſtrip and impoveriſh the preſent poſſeſſors, grave, aged, learned, orthodox, moſt reverend and admirable Biſhops and other Eccleſiaſticks, turning them and their families out of houſe and home without allowing them any livelihood, out of thoſe eſtates which they have merited, and by law enjoy­ed, and no way forfeited: yea to deprive for ever [Page] all poſterity, and the whole Church, of the bleſſing of ſuch Biſhops as Fathers of the Church, who had legal right to them, and knew how to make a right uſe of them; and all this, to ſave the civil purſe of the Na­tion a few pounds, and to pleaſe a violent Antiepiſco­pal party, and to make way for Presbytery, Indepen­dency and Anarchy in Church and State, by extir­pating legal, primitive and catholick Epiſcopacy.
§. Certainly ſo high-handed, unreaſonable, unjuſt and enormious ſacriledge, would not heretofore have gone down with D. Burges without kecking (though he had ever a good ſwallow for gain;) yea, as Mr. Fuller tels us in his Britanick-Hiſtory of our times, this mutable Maſter, and great Rabby, ſometimes denied Cathedral lands to be ſaleable without Sacriledge: True, he after very graciouſly recanted that deſperate opinion, when he found what hopes there were of good peny-worths to be had in Biſhops and Cathedral lands.
§, Yet after all theſe grand Remonſtrances on all hands againſt Sacriledge, which innumerable Writers long ſince and late have ſet forth, as clear as the Sun at noon day; the deſperate D. B. and his Advocate this Libeller ſtill flagitate with railing and reproaches a new anwer from D. Gauden to his flagitious Plea f [...]r ſacriledge. D. Burges his ple [...] for  [...]a  [...]i­le [...]ge  [...]u [...]ci­  [...]l c [...]n­d [...]mned and  [...]  [...]acred.
§. If he be really yet ſcrupulous, and hath not wholly ſcared his ſoul paſt feeling; if in ſo deep a Conſumption of Religion, which he hath been ſick of many years, he have not ſpit out his conſcience, as ſome do their lungs; if as a Toad poyſoned by a Spider, he have a minde to Plantane, there cannot be better Antidotes or recoveries for him, then thoſe which the [Page] Biſhop of Rocheſter writ, and Dr. Ba [...]ere, againſt this very ſin of Sacriledge, ſo ſtated, as hits exactly D. Burges his caſe of Biſhops lands; and poſſibly he might get good by them, if he had patience to apply them: But the man is paſſionate to a raving, as ap­pears, when Dr. Gauden did but touch him, to the quick on that ſore of his ſacriledge, O how did he ſpit, and bite and kick, and ſting, and tear: Nor hath he any more patience to this day, but though he is aſhamed of his putid ulcers, and afraid to be healed (for reſtitu­tion will coſt him dear) yet his bilions ſoul ſeeks ſome caſe, by venting it ſelf in Pamphlets and Libels, ſo rude, rauting and ridiculous, as would move no leſs laughter and pity, then the Aſſes eating thiſtles did to Heraclitus.
§. In earneſt, Dr. Gauden doth not know how to adde light to the Sun, or water to the Sea: If Moſes and the Prophets, if the conſent of all godly and learned men (which D. B. owns againſt himſelf) will not work upon this poor Dives and his brethren to convert him and them, Dr. Gauden hath no miracles to work; nor can he raiſe up any potenter truths from the dead, then others have done, againſt Sacri­ledge.
Lo [...] la [...]  [...]o  [...] Sa [...]i­l [...].Which is ſuch a ſpot in a Clergie-man, as no nitre can rinſe out: If Dr. Gauden ſhould take pains with Dr. Burges, it would be as the waſhing of a Black-moor, loſt labour; ſince he hardens his heart againſt all the moſt clear fountains, and pregnant impreſſions of Scripture, Reaſon, Juſtice, common Honeſty, the Law of the Land, all rules of conſcience and charity, all ſenſe of honour and humanity; moſt impatient that [Page] any ſhould do to him, what he juſtifies done to others. Touch but D. Burges his copy or freehold of Biſhops or other lands, he is ready to fly in any mans face, yea, and to curſe them to their faces, that ſhall take any part and parcel away from him: Nor would he have any reve­rence to any two Houſes or Ordinances, that ſhould by will and power deprive him of his Patrimony de­ſcended juſtly to him from many generations, con­firmed by many Acts of Parliaments, and no way forfeited by him: And ſuch were the Biſhops lands and eſtates.
§. To elude all juſtice and conſcience by the froth of that fallacy and ſolution,D. Burges h [...] ſacril gious ſ [...]phiſtry. That the Office and uſe of Biſhops, &c. being aboliſhed without law, the lands as rewards may be lawfully alienated and ſold away: is of as much force in conſcience, as to argue, Naboth is killed, therefore ariſe and poſſeſs his vine­yard; or, Chriſt is condemned, ergo, Caſt lots and di­vide his garments: Here it is true, Nec fieri debuit, nec factum valet; The Office of Biſhops was not deſerved­ly, nor by due Authority aboliſhed; but partially, factiouſly, illegally and violently: Nor was D. Burges himſelf, when a member of his ſacred Aſſembly, pa­tient to take away Epiſcopacy abſolutely; ergo, He could not approve the confiſcation of Biſhops eſtates abſolutely, but onely reſpective, when he came to purchaſe a ſhare of them; which argues a ſelf-con­demned conſcience, and a Sophiſter confuted by his own expreſſions.
§. Of like form, to juſtifie this Sacriledge of aliena­ting Church lands, againſt our laws, againſt the Kings and Clergies conſent, is that pitiful Impoſture which [Page] D. Burges ſeeks to put on the Reader, as if no Church lands, given to Biſhops as ſuch, are ſacred, becauſe there is no expreſs command of God to give any ſuch eſtates to them; conſequently they are ſu­perſtitions, ſuperſtious, not accepted of God, not ne­ceſſary fo [...] his honour, or the Churches well-being; therefore may be alienated without any ſin or offence againſt God or man.
The Solution and anſwer is eaſie, where the general command of God, and the priſtine proportion of his bount [...] to his Miniſters is extant and in force; as to honour God with our ſubstance; to own the Paſtors of the Church, as worthy of double honour; to impart things temporal, to thoſe that impart to the Church things Sp [...]ritual: Such as are, the Goſpel preached, the Mini­ſtery conſtituted, Miniſters ordained, Church Govern­ment rightly ordered, and duly adminiſtred, for the p [...]ace of the Church. Theſe and the like are Gods warrant ſufficient to inveſt the Biſhops and other Mi­niſter, with lands given them by Law, in order to ſup­port their Office and Authority; where the donor had power to give or retribute to God of his own; where the will of the dead is in things lawful inviolable, in any good work of charity or publique endowment: Though the quantum be left to the liberty of the do­nor, yet where there is a right to give and conſecrate, ingratitude to God, as the giver of all; to the Church, as the family and houſe of God; to the Biſhops and others, as the ſervants of God; and to the poor as Chriſts poor, The donation is accepted, and the conſe­cration valid, by the laws of God and man; which give leave to every honeſt man to do with his own as he pleaſeth, ſo as it be diſpoſed, agreeable to Gods [Page] general will, for his glory, to no mans injury publike or private.
§. So that the unjuſt alienation, rapine and direpti­on of theſe ſacred Donations, muſt be every way in­juſt, ſinful, ſacrilegious and execrable; where neither Gods, nor the Kings, nor the Churches, nor the Na­tions, nor the Donees, nor the Poſſeſſors conſent is had; which is the caſe of Biſhops and other Church lands in England: From all which Entanglings of injuſtice, Dr. Burges will as hardly extricate his con­ſcience, as Pilate by waſhing his hands could free himſelf of that innocent blood, which he confeſſed not worthy of death; yet to gratifie popular ſpite and importunity he condemned to be crucified.
§. When Dr. Burges How to cu [...]e D. Burges of ſacriledge. hath pulled theſe and other forked arrows and habergeons, which not onely Dr. Gaudens pen, but all juſt, honeſt and learned men have fixed in this Whales thick skin, and which pierce him to the heart: When he hath eaſed his overcharged ſtomack, and diſgorged the indigeſtible donations he hath made of Church lands and houſes, of lead, ſtones and timber which he hath ſo greedily ſwallowed at Wells and elſewhere; when he hath (volens nolens) made a juſt reſtitution and compenſation ſuch for ill got­ten goods as he hath uſurped; when he hath as for other ſins of high ſcandal, levity and lubricity, done fur­ther Pennance for this crying ſin of Sacriledge, by ex­poſing himſelf to publique contempt or pity; when he hath better learned thoſe leſſons of Eternal Truth and Juſtice, much elder then his ſacred Covenant, not to do evil, that good may come thereby; not to rob God and the Church, to enrich the State, or any private [Page]men; not to do to others, what one would not have others do to our ſelves; That it is a ſnare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, Prov. 23.25. That he that waſteth his father, and chaſeth away his mother, is a ſon that cauſeth ſhame, and bringeth reproach, Prov. 19.26. That as the Partridge ſitteth on eggs, and hatch­eth them not, ſo he that getteth riches not by right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of his days, and in the end ſhall be a fool, Jer. 17.11. And wo to him that coveteth an evil covetouſneſs againſt his houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on high, Hab. 2.9. And wo be to him that encreaſeth th [...]t which is not his, verſ. 6. And wo be to them, that call evil good, and good evil, Iſa. 5.20. and that, Hear ye this, O ye ſcornful men, becauſe ye have ſaid, We have made a Covenant with death, and with hell we are at agreement; when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us; for we have mad [...] lies our refuge, and und [...]r falſhood have we hid our ſelves, Iſa. 28.14.15. Your Covenant with death ſball be diſ­annulled and your agreement with hell ſhall not ſtand; when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, then ſhall ye be trodden down by it, verſ. 18.
§. When D. B. and his lewd Libeller, have felt the juſt, inevitable, and heavy impreſſions of theſe ſacred thunderbolts, and the like, which witneſs from heaven againſt all ungodly and unjuſt men; when they have better conſidered that covetouſneſs is the root of all evil, that Sacriledge is the ſin of Idolatry; That there is no getting to heaven without repen­tance, nor any repentance without reſtitution of ill gotten goods, ſo far as we are able: that Juſtice Di­vine and humane, is to give to every one what is by [Page] law and right their own, when theſe & ſuch other ho­ly indelible and indiſpenſable oracles are well weigh­ty by that bleſſed pair, the Libeller, and his D. Burges, and either not baffled by ſome ſophiſtical and ſcur­rilous Libel, or not waved and eluded with pretence of the ſacred Covenant, Dr. Gauden will then find ſo much leiſure and charity, as to give a further an­ſwer, to that pittiful repeated Pamphlet of C. B D. D. which ſeeks to maintain that Sacrilegious paradox with ſuch Sophiſtry and ſcurrility againſt truth and his betters, as are onely ſit for ſuch a farrago of fraud and fallacy, of ignorance and impudence. Nor doth Dr. Gauden doubt to make him at laſt cry out, Miſerere mei Deus, and although his obdurate heart is as loth to let his wicked purchaſe of Biſhops and other Church Lands go (as Pharaoh was the Jews) yet when the Authority of the law and juſtice have taught him to refund, and have made ſuch neceſſary evacuations of his full purſe, and foul ſoul, as are fitting, poſſibly he may be more eaſily brought to write after Zacheus his copy, being terrified with the ſight of thoſe injuries and indignities he hath done to God and man, to this Church and State, to the King and Biſhops, upon whoſe eſtates were graven with Aqua fortis theſe deep and great Characters, Ca­veat emptor, & Deus Vindex.
§. For there was nothing which the law of Magna Charta, and other Statutes in all Ages, had fortified with more cautions and curſes, as flaming ſwords to keep of all regicidious and ſacrilegious attempts; nor was D. B. ſuch a Dolt or Buzzard as not to know well enough that theſe Merchants who pretended to ſell Biſhops and Cathedral Lands, were neither Truſtees, [Page] nor Proprieters and poſſeſſors of them, nor Lords paramount, nor were they forfeited to them, nor had they any thing to do with them, further, then to preſerve them in thoſe hands and to thoſe uſes to whom by law and all juſtice they belonged, as much as their own Houſe and Lands did to them­ſelves.
§. D. B. is ſo much a Barreter and petty Fogger, as to know that eſtates ſo ſetled and entailed, as Church and Crown lands, are by many acts of Parliament not to be cut off and alienated by any Ordinances of two houſes, eſpecially if they are ſcattered by tumults, or ſcared with their own jealouſies, or levened with faction, or animated by forraign inva­ſions, or overawed with Souldiers, or tranſported with any ſiniſter deſignes and innovations contrary to the laws eſtabliſhed.
§. And certainly if D. E. his Maſters who gratifi­ed his licoriſh pallate with ſuch ſacrilegious morſels, were now to hear his cal [...] in which he complaines not as Judas, of the injuſtice he hath done to others far his betters, but of the Juſtice he fears is to be done upon him ſelf, by f [...]rci [...]g him to make juſt re­ſtitution, and ſo to looſe his money; They would anſwer, as the Phariſees did, lock thou to it, what is that to us▪ nor will his Libellers reviving the ſpur of the ſacred Covenant. put any mortall into them, who cannot be very ſenſible of th [...]t, when in ſo many other publique ingagements (as ſolemn and as ſacred to God and man) they were in the event forced to come ſhort of their words, both to King, Peers and people, Never being able to make good their de­clarations, no more then that publique ſaith, which [Page] they ſo oft took upon them; ſo that now it is preſu­med they are not ſo very ſuperſtitious, as to fear the terrors of any ſuch Baal berith, as D. B. or his Libel­ler, who ſhall urge any ſacred Covenant in vindi­cation of Sacriledg and the moſt crying injuſtice which can be committed againſt God and the King, the whole Church and Nation, beſides againſt thoſe learn­ed and holy men, Biſhops and others, who by all laws of God and man have, and then had, the onely legal right to thoſe  [...]hurch Lands and eſtates, which are given and devoted to the honour of God, and the meet entertainment of the guides and Gove [...] ­nours of his Church, the Paſtors and Teachers, the Biſhops and Presbyters of it, i [...] that double ho­nour, which becomes their holy call ng and authority.
§. But it is high time to put a period to this digreſ­ſion from the Cov [...]nant about D. Burges Dr. Burges his po [...]ulant un­portunity. his pittiful vindication of ſacriledge, and his ſad expoſtulation, yea exprobation for an anſwer to that unlearned piece of his, upon which Dr, Gauden made long ago ſuch ſtrictures, and animadverſions, as that petu­lant Rapſody of ruſticity and ſophiſtry deſerves; but he never yet had time to tranſcribe them; nor did he think the world needed any charm againſt ſuch a (Meridian D [...]mon) noond ap devil as that Paradox is, or any Antidote againſt that impudent and petulant poyſon, which ſpits it ſelf in the faces of ſo many, nay all learned Divines, who are diametrally and unanimouſly againſt his corrupt judgement, and impious poſition: Alſo in the faces of ſo many reve­rend and moſt excellent Biſhops, with others of the Engliſh Clergy, whom this Babſakeh reviles, and r [...]yles at, all but Dr. Juxon, ſometime Biſhop of London, whoſe Candor and charity it ſeems once or [Page] twice did D B go [...]d turnes; yea, he flies in the face of the l [...]te afflicted and Murd [...]red King, as if the perti­nary of his Epiſcopal Councellors, and his own ob­ſtinate conſcience, were the cauſers of his d [...]ath and undoing, yea he flies in the face of God himſelf and his holy word, oppoſing, elu­ding, wr [...]ſting, trif [...]ing and cavelling with the Scr [...]ptures, contrary to the analogy of faith, and clear rules of juſtice, ratitude, equity, hoſpitality, and charity, which h [...] knows are all expreſly againſt him and his co [...]etous curſed principles; commanding, incouraging allowing and accepting, what is ſo given to God for his honor, in piety, Miniſtry, cha­rity, hoſpitality, good literature, and due govern­ment; and no leſs forbidding by any fraud or force to rob God, his Church, his Miniſters, his poor, or any others, who in his name and for his ſake have received any alms, or donation, or tythe, or oblations, or houſes, or lands, or any other endowments, either ſo high a [...] great Lordſhips, or ſo low as a cup of cold water.
§. But if Dr. Gauden ſhould ſee the popular poy­ſon and gangreen of D. B. ſcribling in behalf of Sa­cril [...]dge to ſpread (which hath of late by Gods won­derful providence found ſo great a confutation and check in the Juſtice, Piety and Honor of the King, and the two loyal Houſes of Parliament) he will not fail to apply ſuch a corroſive and cautery as i [...] meet; yea poſſibly at the end of this work which aims to diſſect the Libellers Cacotomy, and to diſcover the filth which is both on the forehead and in the bowels of this putid piece; if he have leiſure, he may further add ſome of thoſe reflections which he made long ago on thoſe infamous lines written with the black inck, the gall and coprice of C.B.D.D.
[Page]
§. Mean time having ſifted this impertinent bran, The L [...]bell rs  [...] u [...] propoſiti­  [...] examined. and chaff out of the deſign of that ſacred Co [...]enant, which the Libeller hath ſtuffed with perſonal, forc [...]d and falſe reflections upon Dr. Gauden, and Sir L [...]urence Bromfield; alſo with great glorying in behalf of D. B. and his egregious peice of Sacriledge; yet as he clamours unanſwered, and indeed never deſerving any reply, being ſelf-convinced, confuted, and con­demned. It is now moſt proper to examine further, what this Spermologiſt brings in behalf of his ſacred Covenant; not that he careth for the Covenant, as it hath ought in it, or is in any ſenſe Sacred, no more then Judas did for the poor: but he hopes by urging this againſt Epiſcopacy, to keep Biſhops from ever reco­vering their lands by a juſt reſtitution; which His Majeſty with all honor and conſcience hath determi­ned to do, as the moſt acceptable ſervice he can do to God and his Church, and the greateſt honor to the bleſſed memory and genius of His pious Father; whom Burges, as Shimei ſo petulantly p [...]rſtringeth in the midſt of His afflictions, for His conſtancy to the Church, to  [...]iſhops, and their juſt intereſts.
§. When Dr. Burges is a little more humble, and empty of his big bellied purchaſes of Church lands and houſes; when the Biſhop and Dean of Wells have taken from this ridiculous Crow, the ſacrilegious fea­thers with which he prides himſelf, looking and ſpeaking ſo big as he hath done againſt King and Bi­ſhops for the Covenant and Reformation, then he may poſſibly have his belly full of an anſwer, if that will then do him any good, as thin broth after a ſtrong purge, to ſettle his ſtomack, and rinſe his polluted en­traile.
[Page]
§. At preſent it muſt not ſeem to the Reader loſt time or labour, to look upon the four Propoſitions; by which as by ſo many rotten and worm-eaten pil­lars, the l [...]beller (the dear friend and advocate of D.  [...].)  [...]eek [...] to holſter up the Sacred Covenant; ſo  [...] ſhee to hear that Babel of Sacriledge, that hande of Da [...], and all the Philiſtines in it, who have made ſuch ſcorn and uniuſt gain of the Biſhops and Clergie, and Church of England, and who now feel their diſlo [...]al and ſacrilegious ſtructure to rotter, and ready to tumble about their ears; as all wickedneſs is at laſt too be my for it ſelf; and ſtanding in a ſlippe­ry precipice, muſt ruine by its own weight, and the vengeance both of Gods and mans juſtice.
1 P [...]po [...] of  [...].The firſt Propoſition of the Libeller is ſuch a gentle fallacy▪ and ſuch a cunning caplating of Dr. Gaudens con [...]ſſion, as makes him appear rather combaring as the Frogs in Homer, with a flag or bulr [...]ſh in his hand, then with a ſword or ſpear, like a man of valour. He thus argues very learnedly, and with more then a Spaniſh pride, lifts up his eye-brows, and muſ­chato' [...].
§. Dr. Gauden agrees (in order to publique peace, and to avoid endleſs conteſts) that the Covenant, as to the words and matter of it, may in ſome benign and charitable ſenſe, be ſo for lawful, as it may con­ſiſt with juſtice to God and man, with Laws Divine and Humane, in which center all honeſt men will agree (not as it was, or is rigidly urged, and imperi­ouſly impoſed by any party or faction in the Nation) but as it might be ſp [...]anc [...]uſly taken by well-mean­ing men, in order to lawful reforming what was amiſt [Page] in Church and State, and confirming what was good in both, agreeable to their loyalty and duty, to God, the King, the Church, and their Country.
§. Ergo (concludes the learned Libeller) Dr. Gau­den is ſelf-condemned, yea, contradicts himſelf, no leſs then the ſacred Covenant, with Idolized non-ſenſe and blaſphemy; becauſe he denies the Covenant to be valid, or binding in any ſuch ſenſe, as either ſuperſti­on, or ſacriledge, or antiepiſcopal folly, faction and fury liſt to put upon it, either in the firſt taking, or after keeping of it. Yea, and Dr. Gauden further denies the Authority impoſing the Covenant to be legal, natio­nal, compleat, or valid, to as to binde the Nation in pre­ſent age or poſterity, to the bondage of the Covenant, becauſe ſome members of the two Houſes, and the Aſſembly took it for themſelves, but not in the name of the Church or Nation of which they were not plenary Repreſentatives, or the Traſtees of mens conſciences.
§. Dr. Gauden did indeed by his Analyſts, ſeek to give Hellebore to ſuch weak heads, as were troubled with Covenant megroms and vertigoes, that they might at laſt fix their eyes and mindes on ſuch a ſober aſpect of the Covenant, as might preſent nothing but what is Religious and Loyal, juſt and honeſt, agreeable to the ſacred Pattern of the Catholick Church, and the Laws of this Nation. That they might not be everlaſtingly toſſed to and fro between Piety and Policy, Faith and Faction, Antiquity and Novelty, ac­cording to the various fancies of their own, or others addle brains. Nor did Dr. Gauden expect to meet with many ſuch (capita inſanabilia) incurable cox­combs, [Page] as this Libeller and his fanatick faction, whom three Antycira's will not reſtore to either judgement or honeſty: For they are ſo poſſeſſed with the point of Reputation and Profit, much depending upon the Covenant, as totally deſtructive of Biſhops, and deverative of their Lands, that they have no regard to conſcience, juſtice, laws, or common honeſty; to which rules to reduce the Covenant, is repreſented by ſuch raving wretches, as non-ſenſe, blaſphemy, and con­tradiction, or ſelf-conviction.
Dr. Gauders  [...].§. Whereas there is nothing in the Covenant that ſounds either grace or vertue, equity or charity, true Religion or Loyalty, duty to God, Church, King, Countrey, but Dr. Gauden willingly allows it, both as to the end and means: He judgeth every man in their places and calli [...]gs oblig [...]d to thoſe rules and deſigne; not onely becauſe there is ſ [...]ch a Covenant of humane compoſure, to which ſome men have ſo far declared their conſent, b [...] f [...]m f [...]r  [...]igher au­thority, and more ancient bonds of morality.
§. But to have the Covenant made a ſnare to this Church and State, and to ha [...]e all men hampered by the ſophiſtry o [...] ſupe [...]ſt [...]t [...]on of ſ [...]ne few ſacril [...] ­gious purchaſers, and Pre [...]byterian Projectors, whoſe deſign [...] either ambitious or covetous, are by extirpa­tion of Epiſcopacy, to make a prey of Church lands and authority: Th [...] Dr. Gauden abhors as a brand of infamy, a bond of ſlavery, and a bone of everlaſting contention; this he proteſts againſt as the ſervitude of the Church to a faction, and the vaſſalage of the Nation to novel and foreign inventions.
[Page]
§. England, and Scotland, and Ireland too, have already paid very dear for this Covenant, while the noſe of it was ſo wrung by a Parliament, that the whole body of Church and State had almoſt bled to death. Nor do we read of any Covenant ever ſo impoſed or taken by any Subjects, without or againſt the con­ſent of their Soveraigns power, Pa [...]tial Cove­nants very in­a [...]ſpi [...]ous. but it proved a bloody iſſue, hardly cured with a miracle, and this after the effuſion of much civil blood; witneſs that of the Guenſes in Flanders, Covenant of t [...]e  [...]uenſes in  [...]landers. 1560. which began ſo dreadful a confuſion, ſo ſharp a perſecution, and ſo long a war in all the Lo [...] countreys: as Etrada, Bentivoglio and Grotius tell us in their Hiſtories.
§. Like fatal effects followed that Guiſian Cove­nant in France, which was called the Holy League, The Holy League in France. in Henry the thirds days, then which nothing could be more deſtructive to Prince and People of all ſides; as Mr. D'avila and others ſhew us in the terrible and long Tragedies of France.
§. After the ſame rate did the receipt of ſuch a Covenant of a hundred Articles, taken by a popular precipitancy in Bohemia  [...]he Bohemia Covenant. work in the year, 1618. which in a few years, moneths and days purged out the Prince Elector Palatine and his Family out of that Kingdom, and all their ancient Dominions; deſtroyed ſome ſcores of Nobility, many thouſands of Miniſters, and a mil­lion of poor people, before ever the direful effect of that Covenant ceaſed.
§. Nor had this Covenant in its firſt Original in Scotland, The Scotch Covenant. in the minority of King James and his Mo­ther the Queen Regent, any happier beginnings or influence on that Church and State. Covenants [Page] take [...]  [...]y  [...]ubjects, apart from their Princes, are like C [...]ers, they may blaze with a great light and ſite amongs of Religion, Reformation, Loyalty and Li­berty, as if they did emulate the celeſtial flames, and borrowed their glory from the Pattern of God and his ancient People, to whom himſelf once pre­ſcribed an holy Covenant: But they commonly fill the Church and State where they appear, with dreadful events; and after much terrour, with miſery upon poor mortals, they vaniſh: Nor is mankinde ever more happy, then when they leaſt appear with their formidable Lights, their new ſuperfluous Stream­ings.
§. The Sun, Moon and Stars, the  [...]ncient and faith­ful witneſſes in Heaven, are ſufficient to rule both day and night, both matters of Religion and civil Po­lity, according to the Word of God, and the laws of the Land, in all duties Moral and C [...]riſtian, both to God, our ſel [...]es, and others To this Law and Goſpel are all Covenants to be reduced; if they ſpeak not to the ſenſe of that Moral and Baptiſmal Covenant by which every man and Chriſtian is obliged, it is becauſe there is no light in them, or their ſhew of light is but dark­neſs, a ſmothering of Religion with faction and ſuper­ſtition, like a ſmoaky flame, or a flaming ſmoak.
§. Dr. Gauden juſtly affirms, That no man, never ſo much a zealot for the Covenant, hath any cauſe to glory in the fleſh of it, the power and policy, the no­velty and partiality, the illegality and violence, which firſt formed it, and obtruded it upon many in this Church and Kingdom, I am ſure neither King nor Parliament, Biſhop nor Presbyter, nor any honeſt man [Page] in Church or State, ever got any great good by it, ſo far as it was carnal, either fomenting, or continuing, or increaſing, or beginning our ſad diviſions, and laſt­ing miſeries.
§. If there be, as he hopes there may be, any thing in it of Spirit and Truth, or Diviner virtue in it, by reaſon of its conformity with the Word of God, the right conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, and the laws of this Kingdom (in which our peace, ſafety, honour, and comfort temporal and eternal are much bound up) in Gods name preſerve and keep that matter and ſenſe of it; let no thing be deſtroyed in which there is a bleſſing. But the Roſes of England have n [...] cauſe to borrow any beauty or ſweetneſs from the thiſtles of Scotland: Nor may the ſtately Cedar, or the fruitful Vine and Figtree of Epiſcopacy, ſo anci [...]nt, ſo univer­ſal, ſo venerable, ſo uſeful, ſo neceſſary to the well-being of this, or any National Church, bow down to the brambles and ſhrubs of Presbyterie or Independency, meerly oppreſſed by the weight and rigor of ſuch a Covenan [...] if formed as a T [...]liſmanick charm, or figure, by the ſtrength of a Presbyterian fancy, to drive away the primitive Biſhops, and all priſtine Epiſcopacy out of the Church of England, as Apollonius Thyanaeus did Gnats and Serpents from ſome Cities in Aſia.
§. Here, after the LibellerThe Libe [...]lers enforced con­fe [...]ſi [...]n. found himſelf forced to confeſs (as Dr. Gaudens eccho) that the Covenant either muſt have ſuch a ſenſe and interpretation as is in­nocent, juſt and good, or it can have no bond on mens conſciences: Conſequently, that it muſt not be urged (with equal impiety and injury, againſt what is or­derly, uſeful, honorable and lawful in Epiſcopacy; [Page] as ever owned in the Church of Chriſt, and by law and c [...]ſtom eſtabliſhed in England ever ſince it was Chriſtian [...]) which conceſſion of the Libeller is enough to make good the Office, F [...]ction, Honour and Authori­ty of Biſhops and the addit [...]ment or honorary of their Eſtates: And if ſo, 'tis ( [...]) that which was to be d [...]monstrated, that for which Dr. Gaudens Analyſis fairly contended: Dr. Gauden may cry I [...] p [...]an (v [...]cimus)  [...]ictory.
§. But Dr. Burges and his illiberal Libeller muſt  [...]ry ( [...]hou perimus) in a moſt lamentable tone, we are loſt and undone: good Biſhops, and good Epiſcopacy muſt  [...], and enjoy their goods and lands to good uſe: We can have no more good title againſt them for our ſacrilegious purchaſes, then thoſe fooliſh buyers, who hearing the father of the family was very ſick and oppreſſed, as they thought to the death, bargained for his lands with the prodigal heir, and parted with their moneys before the good old man was quite dead; whoſe recovery re [...]s his right to his eſtate; but his ſickneſs and infirmity, by reaſon of inbred di­ſtempers, or outward injuries inflicted upon him by his cruel Phyſicians or unnatural children, did no way diſſeiſe him of his Eſtate, nor give either greedy beir and expectant of his laſt breath, or thoſe prepoſterous p [...]rchaſers any right or title to his lands or goods; the Law will reſtore theſe to him, and teach prepoſterous purchaſers more wit or honeſty. If D. Burges and his Libeller can play upon the Covenant to this tune of Reſtitution, in Gods name let them go on; we ſhall all rejoyce to ſee primitive Epiſcopacy, primitive Biſhops, and their priſti [...]e Revenues, with their double [Page]honor reſtored: This will be a fit of mirth not more generous then juſt in D B. and his partners; but I doubt the Libeller fears this ſenſe of the Covenant, as much as a Malefactor doth thoſe two Greek Letters Γ or Π, the Gibbet or the Callows.
§. For no ſooner hath the Libeller pretended a con­formity to Dr. Gaudens ſenſe; but as if he repented him of all good thoughts and motions to repentance, he falls into a raving impertinency againſt D. Gaudens Teares of the Church of England, The Libell [...]rs a d Dr. Burges his ſp [...] a g [...] ſt D. Gau­d [...] ear [...] of t e Chu ch of England. upon which this ſcurrilous Scribler, ſtudies to ſpit or piſs by an unman­nerly and uncompaſſionate rudeneſs, onely worthy of ſuch a Barberite, ſuch a ſon of Belial, whoſe fore­head and bowels of braſs, only ſerve him to ſcoff at an afflicted mother, a diſtreſſed Church; which (page 28.) this wretched Libeller afterward, not only ſecretly jears at, but lo [...]dly laughs her to ſcorn, and diſdaines to own he [...] under any ſuch name and relation; ſo cruel doth covetouſneſs make any man, turning Chriſtians, yea Miniſters, yea Doctors of Divinity, into Jews; whoſe carbon muſt ſerve them to obſtruct all charity or duty to Parents: rather the Church of England muſt lye in duſt and aſhes, in tears and blood, wounded, waſted, trampled under the feet of the beaſts of the people, unpittied and un­releived by any comforter, then ſome ſacrilegious pur­chaſers ſhould not keep their  [...]agitious eſtates; for this is ſtill the onely deſigne, both of crying up the Covenant, and crying down the Church of Eng­land, and her ſons, which ſome Apoſtates drive at.
O dreadful Incognite, O cruel Crocodile, O bar­barous[Page]L [...]b [...]e [...], was it not high time for ſome of the  [...] the  [...]ur [...]h of England to have pitty on her!  [...] Book was  [...] capable to have waſhed the moſt  [...] wh [...]d the failings and errors only  [...] t [...]e ſed [...]ty of a ſwine, the poyſon of a  [...] of a De [...]il [...] wrought great, and a  [...] eſſe  [...] every where; it was a cordial to revive t [...]e  [...]nting ſpirits of many excellent Biſhop [...], and others of all ſor [...]s of Chriſtians; yea the Church of England from that time it ſaw its Tears, c [...]u [...]  [...] lifted up her head, and began to  [...]e comforted. Who was ever ſo unkind, ſo unna­tural▪ ſo cruel, ſo vile, as to find fault with that de­ſ [...]gn, that duty, that piety of Dr. Gauden, but only our Dr. Burges and this Libeller, becauſe there in his cop [...] and freehold was touched, his ſacriledge per­ſtringed, his verſatile temper diſcovered, not with more juſtice then ingenuity, nor with more verity then  [...]  [...]rily; for Dr. Burges was never perſonally iniurious to Dr. Gauden▪ nor Dr. Gauden par [...]icularly deſpited to Dr. Burges; nor would Dr. Gauden have fouled his fingers by touching that pitch, but that Dr. Burges his pittiful caſe and plea came croſs Dr. Gaudens way, juſt as he was finiſhing his Tears &c. Et quis tam ferreus, ut teneat ſe! Who would be patient to ſee and hear ſuch a flent [...]r proclaim his folly to all England, to roar in the ears of his Parliaments, as he called them, as if he were undone if he had not his full bargain and penniworth of Church-lands? Who would endure to hear him barking againſt King, Biſhops and Church and  [...]l, that was ſacred or civil, only to make good hi [...] ſacr le [...]g,  [...]hich betrayed his Apoſta [...]y? For who in former in [...]o pretended greater zeal for Biſhops, [Page] and conformity both in his Deeds and Writings to the Church of England?
§. Hinc lachryme, hinc irae, hinc odiae; Hence thoſe impotent effuſions of the Libeller and his darling, D.B. againſt Dr. Gaudens book for the Church of England, which will live as a monument of honor to all poſterity, when ſuch putid pamphlets, and infa­mous libels ſhall rot and periſh with the carkaſſes of their Authors, only remembred as Hieroſtratus, for ſacrilegious Apoſtates, deſtroyers, deſpiſers and devou­rers of the Church of England; againſt whom it is much more Chriſtian and commendable for Dr. Gau­den to expreſs a publique diſlike and abhorrence of their impudent and injurious practices to God and man, then it was tolerable for Dr. Burges, or any of his party to come ſtrutting out with his pack full of pamphlets, and vile pleas for his viler ſacriledge, to the defiance of all men of learning, honeſty, and in­genuity, yea of this whole Church and Nation, as if all muſt fly before this uncircumciſed Philiſtim: No Dr. Gauden, like David, hath ſucceſsfully encountred this prodigie, and given him ( [...]) ſo ſea­ſonable a wound in his bold and brazen forehead, that ever ſince he is confounded and faln; he lies now grovelling and ſprawling with the inordinate motions of his hands and heels, even gaſping, diſpairing and cying, while he ſees his projects periſhing, and his purchaſe of Biſhops lands, like his ſoul ready to de­ſert from him; a moſt juſt and generous execution worthy of the courage and freedom of Dr. Gaudens  [...]n and ſpirit, which neither this Libeller nor D. B. will ever claw off or avoid.
After this the Libeller pleaſeth himſelf in alledging [Page] as beco [...] him (that is maliciouſly, falſely and odi­ouſly) ſome expreſſions of Dr. Gaudens The Libellers c [...]d  [...]. Gauden [...]  [...]. touching thoſe evils which through the vice of men and times (he thinks) are incident to Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, as accidental to it, not inherent in it, or emanate from it, much leſs inſeparable, as chronique and here­ditary diſeaſes; not proceeding from the nature of Epiſcopal Government, which is full of wiſdom, or­der, honor and goodneſs in its conſtitution and due adminiſtration, as well as it is of Primitive, catholick, and apoſtolick uſe and authority in the Church; but from thoſe frailties and infirmities which are inci­dent to thoſe men, who to Biſhops are intruſted with the management of that Government.
The  [...]le [...]s Log [...].§. Here the Libeller ſeeking ſomething to bark at in his ranging ſprings, as he imagines, a piece of con­tradictory  [...]nſence, to make good his ridiculous title, and to juſtifie thoſe  [...] ears in which he firſt ap­pears. Arguing, very accutely after D. Bs. now Logique, that if miſdemeanours be incident to Biſhops, (not as Biſhops but as  [...], not as inveſted in that office, but as tempted by or expoſed to their own or other a corrupt paſſions) Ergo they ariſe from the imployment of Epiſ­copacy, as effect from their proper cauſe, and fruits from their gouernement.
At this rate, what is there good in its nature, and abuſed by ſome men, of which this Libeller may not in ſet by his Malignant ſophiſtry; Evils are inci­dent to them, by reaſon of  [...] men; Ergo thoſe evils ariſe from the things themſelves, or from the office or imployment.
Kings may rule Tyrannically; Ergo, Tyranny ariſeth from Monarchy, or Kingly Government as if a Pol­larchy [Page] or Anarchy is not fuller of Tyranny, (as at Athens under the 30. and late in England under 300. Tyrants) then any Monarchy ever was: So Presbyters may be factious, popular, ſeditious, ambitious, co­ve [...]ous, contentious, ſimoniack, pragmatique, and abjured apoſtates of Epiſcopacy; Ergo, theſe evils incident to Presbyters, ill ordered, do naturally and neceſſarily, ariſe from the nature of Presby­tery.
At the ſame rate this unlogical Libeller, may argue many vicious diſtempers and ſickneſſes of body and mind are incident to men, therefore they ariſe from humanity, or humane nature; ſo water or wine contract impurity or muſtineſs, while they paſs through, or are incloſed in ſuch Veſſels, or Chan­nel [...], which are foul and tainted, Ergo theſe being incident to Wine and Water, do ariſe from them, as if there were every where a principle productive of evil, where there is a capacity paſſive and re­ceptive of it.
Thus Religion is ſubject to ſuperſtition; Ergo, ſu­perſtition flowes from Religion, thus Hereſie as poy­ſon, and Schiſme as an Itch, infects many Chriſtians, and are incident to Chriſtians ſubjective; Ergo they ariſe from Chriſtianity, formaliter & cauſaliter; The Holy Scriptures themſelves, are ſubject to be wreſted, corrupted and blaſphemed; Ergo, blaſphemy and corruption ariſe from the Scriptures; ſo Sacraments and all holy things are ſubject to be prophaned; Ergo, prophaneneſs riſeth from the nature of Sa­craments.
§. Poſſibly this Libeller may have gone ſome years to School, and hath ventured to be a Predicant, but [Page] he ſeems not to ſavour much of the Univerſity, Nor can I adviſe him to learn of D. B. to be a diſpu­tant, becauſe Dr. Prideaux long ago paſſed that  [...] upon h m at his unlucky act, in Ox­ford, Profecto  [...]us ſili, tu praedicare potes, diſputare non pot [...]s.
§. But the envy which the Libeller ſeeks to load Dr. Gauden with,Dr. Gaudens  [...]. is as if he were a bold and ſevere ce [...]ſ [...]r of Biſ ops, in puting ſome evils to ſome of them, and conſequently to all of them, yea and to Epiſcopacy it ſelf, (for which he profeſſeth to be ſo great a Champion, as either to deſtroy the Cove­nant (as to the extirpating ſenſe of it.) or elſe to ſubdue it to the obedience of legal and regular Epiſ­copacy. Truely no man is leſs a flatterer of Biſhops or Presbyters in any thing unworthy of their holy calling, then Dr. Gauden; he is prone to be as ſevere againſt any Biſh [...]p, as againſt Dr. Burges, (who they ſay would fain have been a Biſhop) if any Bi­ſhop had been as guilty of preſumptuous ſacriledge as D. Burges, who is but a petty Presbyter, though he hath good ſtore of Biſhops Lands, and ſo per viam con­comitantiae, by way of contagious diſcent, may con­tract all the evils incident to Epiſcopacy, by reaſon of ſome irregular Biſhops.
§. Not that Sacriledge or Symony, or Hereſie ariſe either from Epiſcopacy or Presbytery, though in­cident to them (in concreto) as they are lodged or fixed in ſubjects, at once capable to be Biſhops and Presby­ters, and yet to be as weak and unworthy men, as any others in any honeſt calling and imployment. Lawyers and Phyſitians, and Judges, and Courtiers, may all be blame worthy, yea Apoſtles may be ambi­tious, [Page] as the ſons of Zebedee, denyers of Chriſt, and diſſemblers as Peter, forſakers, as all betrayers of their Maſter as Judas, yet muſt we not he nee conclude that theſe diſtempers of the men, ariſe from the Apoſtoli­cal order and dignity.
§. In like manner although Dr. Gauden well knows the miſchiefs and inconveniences which from the corrupt principles and paſſions of ſome Biſhops, may and ſometimes have faln upon the Ch [...]ch of Chriſt of which as he is no vindicator, ſo nor doth he de­ſire to be (as this  [...]ham) d [...]tor and derider; yet he hath a very high and holy eſteem of Eiſcopacy, in its eminency, antiquity, univerſality, uſe and authority Eccleſiaſtical, ſo as to prefer it above any Church Government; yea and to own no other, as Primitive. Catholick and compleat, nor yet ſo convenient or comfortable.
§. Nor is this Libeller (who as the Satyr out of the ſame mouth can blow hot and cold,) able to avoyd the conviction and confeſſion of this truth, ſo far, that although he now almoſt deſpaires of ever making his D.B. a Biſhop, yet he is conſtrained to allow of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, by the conformity of D. B. hereto­fore to Epiſcopacy; yea and his oft declaring for it and for Biſhops, as they were by law ſetled in the Church of England; in which the primitive eminen­cy, and ancient Authority of Epiſcopacy, was duly conſtituted, and worthily exerciſed by many learned, goodly and moſt venerable Biſhops, inferior to none of that order, office and degree in any Age of the Church. So that however the Libeller who ſeems poſſeſſed with the ſame ſpirit as D. B. may in his fits rave againſt all Biſhops, as drones and belly Gods, and [Page]Idle, and unworthy of their honours or eſtates, yet in cool [...]r woods he returnes to ſomething of right ſen­ſes; and nothing more calmes or charmes him, (as all hot Presbyters) then the name of Dr. Ʋſher, (for Lord Pri [...]ate and Archbiſhop of Armagh muſt not be mentioned, as if there were no difference in ho­nour and degree, between Dr. Ʋſher and Dr. Burges, or Hugh Peters, who laughed at Armae chanus, whom all the honeſt and learned world admired,) they hug that model of his reduction of Epiſcopacy, which the Libeller and his D. B. fancy will ſerve to re­duce Biſhops to primitive poverty, ſo as we may yet have ſuch an Epiſcopacy, as is conſiſtent with Dr. Bur­geſſe [...] intereſt, and his purchaſes of Biſhops Lands; whereas that humble learned and moſt pious Lord Primate, propounded that his reduction in thoſe diffi­cult, dangerous and diſtreſſed times, not ſo much in order to bend the hands, or limit the priſtine and legal, and juſt, and due authority of good Biſhops in England or Scotland, but only as a condeſcention and expedient at preſent by which to diſarme and bind the hands of both Presbyters and people, then tumultuarily running to deſtroy without, and againſt all Laws of God and man, not onely the Luxuriancies and enormities, which they thought were incident to Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, but even the very functi­on, office and honour of both, to the ruine and extir­pation of an excellent King, and three flouriſhing Kingdomes, as well as of many excellent Biſhops and three flouriſhing reformed Churches.The  [...] of the  [...].
 [...]. In this firſt propoſition then of this Libeller, as there a no more wit, right reaſon, or ingenuity, then there is wool on the back of a black dog, ſo it hath as [Page] many pittiful impertinencies, ſilly fallacies, and childiſh captations after ſhadows, as that creature uſually hath fleas; with which companions and his dear D. B. I leave the Libeller and this firſt inſignifi­cant propoſition, which hath no logical oppoſition to Dr. Gaudens Analyſis, which is either to reconcile the Covenant to a juſt and lawful Epiſcopacy, ſuch as the Church of England and all ancient Churches maintained, as venerable, excellent, and neceſſary for the Churches good polity▪ and well being; or elſe to null and invalidate if ſo far, as in any branch of it it was either taken or is by any interpreted, and urged againſt Epiſcopacy and Biſhops to the prejudice of the truth of God, of the honour of the Apoſtles, of the cuſtome of all Churches, and to the overthrow of the Laws of this Church and Kingdome, by which our duties to God and man, to our Princes, our Biſhops and all our ſuperiors, under the Sovereign powers of God and the King are confined; without any power of diſpenſation either fron this Cove­nant, or any other contrivance, deſtructive to our ancient and legal conſtitutions of authority and duty, order and ſubordination of Church and State, of which God is the Author, the King the Supreame diſpenſor, the Laws the Limiters, and men the Ex­ecutors, according as power and authority is legally derived to them.
§. To ſum up then into a Syllogiſm the ratiocinati­on of this reverend Libeller in his firſt Propoſition againſt Dr. Gaudens Analyſis.
[Page]
What Dr. Gauden doth admit in ſome ſenſe to be lawful and good, may be ſo taken and kept▪
But Dr. Ga [...]den admits the Covenant in ſome ſenſe to be lawful and good materialiter, nor authori­tat [...]?  [...] reconcileable to, & conſiſtent with the ancient and legal Government of Epiſcopacy:
Ergo, It might be ſo taken and kept.
W [...] concluſion is true, as to that conformity of the words and matter of the Covenant to law and d [...]t [...] ▪ which Dr. Gauden requires in a private and ſ [...]ntaneous making of ſuch a profeſſion to God and man.
 [...]t what is this to Dionyſius? how doth this con­cluſion contradict what the Libeller had either to prove, namely, the non-ſenſe and blaſphemy of the Analyſis, or to oppoſe and overthrow? namely, That the Covenant either taken or in [...]erpreted, or kept in a ſenſe deſtructive to the ancient and legal conſti­tution of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy in England, is and was unlawful, null and invalid, ought not ſo to be taken or kep [...], but recanted and repented of, as pre­judicial to truth, juſtice and order, to the honour, peace and happineſs of this Church, to the obedi­ence we ow to the Laws, to the duty we owe to the King, and the equity we owe to Biſhops, in having and enjoying their own; alſo contrary to the reve­rence and conformity we owe to the Catholick Ch [...]rch and its firſt Biſhops the twelve Apoſtles, with their immediate and conſtant ſucceſſors in all times and ages, which were Biſhops in Dr. Gaudens ſenſe, perſons Ecc [...]eſiaſtick, inveſted in an eminent power above any Presbyters.
[Page]
§. This, thy Poſition, O my gentle Libeller, ſhould have been luſtily attacqued, and the contrary proved: But I ſee the beaſt is ſometime diſpoſed to grin, when he cannot bite; if his and his Client Dr. Burges his traps have ſuch holes in them, they will catch no mice; nor will he by ſuch ſilly engines, long keep him­ſelf as a Rat in his Parmiſan Cheeſe, his purchaſe and houſe at Wells. He muſt have a better Sophiſter to plead for his caſe, then this lack logick Libeller, or elſe he will be no long liv'd poſſeſſor, nor avoid an ejectio firme; which he fears more then Gally ſlaves do the baſtinado of a Bulls pi [...]ile. Let the Covenant be reconciled to ſuch Epiſcopacy; let all Covenan­ters be ſubject to ſuch Biſhops, let ſuch Biſhops have that authority, honor and revenue which is theirs by Law; and let us ſee what this Libeller or his friend D. B. will get by their firſt Propoſition, or by Dr. Gaudens con­ceſſion, that the covenant may in ſuch a lawful ſenſe be kept by the takers of it; but not in any other, ſacrilegious to Biſhops, or extirpating of Epiſco­pacy.
§. 2. I crave the Readers leave to make him a little more ſport, by purſuing this pregnant Fox, The Libellers ſecond propo­ſition to over­throw Dr. Gau­dens Analyſis. to ano­ther of his borrowes, a ſecond more argumentative propoſition, which he hopes will help to ſave his skin, and furred coat in which Dr. Burges hath wrap­ped himſelf by his comfortable purchaſe of Biſhops lands.
He thus therefore rouſeth himſelf, and manageth (as Balaam) the enchantment of his ſecond Propoſiti­on:
[Page]
All ſober Chriſtians who underſtand themſelves concerning Epiſcopacy, do herein agree with Dr. Gauden:
Ergo, he concludes in a moſt magiſterially conſe­quence at the laſt. It is ſufficient that the Doctor in the midſt of all his revilings and ſlanders, hath ac­knowledged ſo many to concur in the true ſenſe of the Covenant.
Marvellouſly well, O learned Libelliſt: This is in­deed to diſpute, to prove, to diſprove, to convince, to convert true, to confirm. Dr. Gauden and all honeſt men with him agree in ſuch ſenſe of the Covenant as only can be juſt and good: but what ſhall we do with theſe ſuperſtitious Scholars, or thoſe Sycophants, or thoſe Sectaries, or thoſe Sacrilegiſts, who do not or will not as honeſt men, either underſtand them­ſelves, or concur with Dr. Gauden in this ſenſe of the Covenant, as it is reduced to that Epiſcopacy which Dr. Gauden according to Scripture, Law, and all antiquity doth aſſert for the onely, ancient, re­gular and compleat Government of the Church, not in a parity of Presbyters, but in that exors poteſtat, in that  [...], and  [...] of Epiſcopacy, which Ignatius, Ireneus, Tertullian, Cyprian, St. Jerome, and all the ancient Fathers owned of right, as well as cuſtom, belonging to Epiſcopacy, and to Biſhops eminently ſo called.
§. Thoſe Innovators Dr. Gauden encounters; theſe he ſeeks to redeem from the fallacy and ſlavery of any ſuch ſenſe, as is by ſome affixed to the Covenant, wholly inconſiſtent with the ſtability, reſtauration and [Page] ſucceſſion of Epiſcopacy and Biſhops in England. The Libellers intereſt and D.B's concern is, to aſſert theſe Antiepiſcopal Pretenders, theſe rotten, theſe rigid Extirpators of uſe and abuſe: Elſe the Libeller doth but beat the the ayr, and D. Burgeſes fat will be in the fire; paternal, primitive, reformed Biſhops (which the laws of Church and State ever ſetled and intended in England) will revive, and will endure to return to their houſes, honours and lands too, and then ad quid perditio haec? How doth this Libeller leaving his dear Dr. Burges in the ſuds, operam & oleum perdere: He may be good at rhiming, but ſtark naught at right reaſoning.
§. Sure the Sophiſter thus not fighting, but flying, yea, circulating about, and ſeemingly complying with Dr. Gaudens ſenſe, doth but make advantages, and ſeek ſome Ambuſhcadoes; as appears by his many skulking digreſſions and divings up and down, far enough from the queſtion in hand, or the Propoſition affixed, or the concluſion, which ſhould be deduced not for, but againſt Dr. Gaudens ſenſe.
§. But here the poor Libeller is ſo good natured,The libeller conceſſions as to Epiſcopacy and Biſhops. as to yield that the razor of the Covenant, though in a Scotch hand, ought not to have cut off the noſe, ears, lips, hands or head of Venerable Epiſcopacy (if as he impiouſly and impudently queſtions, page 7.) there be any ſuch as is truly Apoſtolick and primitive, free from the evils of Tyrannie, Profaneneſs, &c. agree­able to ſound doctrine, and the power of godlineſs; (which this jealous Libeller is as much in love with, as D. B. is with his purchaſe of Biſhops lands:) He confeſſes it is (I am ſure it ought to be) far from the ſenſe and intention of the Covenant (and ſo of any [Page] honeſt Covenanter) to ex [...]irpate it; that contrarily it bind [...] by all lawful means to procure it, yea rather to  [...] and eſtab [...]r. it, where faction and Schiſme, had thought to ſhake and remove it, a [...] in England.
§. He ſeems now ſo well natured, as to threaten by his p [...]uning or inciſion knife (which the Anatomiſt own [...] as pr [...]per to a ſober Covenanter) only to pare of the Lu [...]urtariancies, wens, warts and excreſcen­cys, which corrupt times, cuſtomes or manners of men had procured upon the face or hands of Epiſco­pacy, and ſuch Biſhops, as might  [...], be ſub­ject to like paſſions with Dr. Burges for covetouſ­neſs, contentiouſneſs, and cholerickneſs, and the like beautys of his complexion and conſtitution.
§. In earneſt (O gentle Libeller) it is pitty you ſhould further ſpin the thread of your excellent diſ­courſe and poliſhed ſtile, to as little purpoſe, as Spi­ders do waſt their bowels in making ſuch cobwebs as will onely catch ſmall flies; Alas, Dr. Gauden is agreed with you, if you mean by theſe ſinful defects or excelles of Epiſcopacy, the enormious arrogating of unlawful power and juriſdiction, or the cruel and uncharitable exerciſe of lawful power, beyond thoſe bounds, which the equity and charity of laws Ec­cleſiaſtical, are pre-ſumed to allow and expect from every pious and prudent Biſhop.
§. But if you mean by the ſuperfluities of Epiſcopa­cy, the honours, manors, lands, houſes; the Ec­cleſiaſtical juriſdiction, and juſt authority, either ſpiritual or civil, with which Biſhops in England are by law endowed, according to the Catholique cuſtome of all Churches, and the magnificent indulgence of this Church and State; if this be your reformation, [Page] and inſtitution, or your proving of primitive Epiſco­pacy; I may ſay to thee, O Leveller, O Libeller, as Chriſt to Peter (even then a far honeſter man) Apage, Get thee behinde me Satan, thou ſavoureſt not the things which be of God, but of man, of the world, and of the fleſh: Thy  [...]wlly wiſdom is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, injurious, ſacrilegious; all this fair apo­logue, theſe gentle conceſſions, and cunning circumlo­cutions, are onely to preſerve Dr. Burges his bleſſed purchaſe. O how his narrow ſoul cleaves to the duſt? Come, be free and ingenuous; let Biſhops and other Epiſcopal Divines have their lands, houſes, and ho­nors, which are due to them by the laws of God and man, after ſo long and many injuries done them, Dr. Gauden willingly agrees to the conforming of their perſons, manners, and authority, to the ſame ſtrict laws; and being himſelf not unlikely to be a Biſhop (though unworthy) by the providence of God, and the Kings favour, yea, and by the general deſire of that City and Dioceſs of Exeter, without any his own or others ambitious procuring, ſolliciting or beſpeaking in his behalf (as God is witneſs) he hopes through the grace of God, to be one of thoſe good examplers of worthy Biſhops, who may anſwer the Libellers and D. B's beſt deſires; though he deſpairs to exceed his two laſt incomparable Predeceſſors, Biſhop Hall, and Biſhop Brownrig, two, and almoſt inimitable Prelates, whom the age was not worthy to enjoy, nor D. B. to mention their names with his foul mouth; who with others, durſt by a ſuper Covenanting rigos, and pre­poſterom reforming, ſo worry, guaw, devour, and deſtroy, even ſucking the blood, and eating the fleſh to the bare bones of ſuch, and many like excellent [Page] Biſhops of England, whom they reduced to poverty, vnder pretence of their rigurous covenanting, and  [...]p [...]ting Reformation; not by a power of godli­neſs, but of darkneſs, ungodlineſs, violence, cruelty, ſacriledge,  [...] and Apoſtaſie; all which are (with­out any  [...] or ſcandal upon either of the two Houſes and A [...]mb [...], or any blaſpheming againſt the Covenant, if tak n and kept in a juſt and pious ſenſe)  [...] clear and true, then ever Dr. Burges his title will be to his purchaſe of Biſhops land, which now be­gins to be not a  [...]ettle onely to his hands, but a thorn to  [...]is feet, and a grivou [...] c [...]rd [...]lium to his ſoul, which makes him and his Copeſ [...]ate this Libeller, ſo bite a [...] every one that comes neer them, as if they meant to  [...] them, by perſwading the Engliſh world to keep to their wits and conſciences, their reaſon, and the laws; reſtoring to every one what is theirs, to God, to the King, to Biſhops, and to the Church: None of all which ſome Atheiſts would have this Na­tion ever to own, rather then Biſhops and other Churchmen ſhould enjoy their own again: Whether this Licentious Libeller be ſo far gone, or his D. B. in the conſumption of all piety and common honeſty, I leave the Reader to judge.
The  [...].For I am, beſides the proſecuting of his argument in this ſecund Propoſition, to purſue him in his many Vagaries and impertinencies, where he loſeth the point he pretended to aim at; and onely pleaſeth himſelf to vent his malice, ch [...]ler, and excrementitious ſtuff, without covering it with any p [...]ddle. Here his fo [...]ls  [...],  [...]ainſt S.L.B. againſt Dr. Gaudens claim­ing right to the Aſſembly, againſt his ſpiteful and [Page] pernicious preaching in London, and at the Tem­ple, in order to recover the rights of King and Kingdoms, of Lords and Commons, of Parliaments and People; yea, of the Biſhops and Clergy of Eng­land; but all theſe putid petul  [...]ncies are ſhovelled a­way before hand, when Dr. Gauden did ſweep them together, as the ſcattered impertinencies of an im­modeſt and immethodical Rapſodiſt.
§. To all which this is alſo here added by him; a dreadful impatience, that D.B. having ſent to Dr. Gauden (as indeed he did his defence of Sacriledge, accompanied with the mala cand [...] of his vile letter, of which a former account was given;) yet Dr. Gau­den would not vouchſafe to anſwer his challenge, or to entertain the world with his rank Colewort, ten times builed, and moſt inſ [...]pid; in all which there is not mica ſall [...] ▪ The reaſon was, becauſe that pam­phlet was a piece worthy of the Author D.B. but of no honest Reader; ſuitable to his former Pamphlets, railing at King and Biſhops, angry that he had not money enough to purchaſe all Crown and Church lands.
§. Truly Dr. Gauden knew all the Learned, Loyal and Religious world were ſo ſatisfied and fortified a­gainſt D.B's Sacriledge, that they abhorred him the more, becauſe he added that to his other ſins; and they abhorred the ſin the more, becauſe defended by ſo ſpotted an Author, Leopardick Presbyter, and Epiſcopal Apoſtate. Nor had Dr. Gauden then either leiſure or pleaſure to follow D. B. in all the mire and puddles where he lifted to wallow or wade: Dr. Gauden is [Page]  [...] to waſh the Devils face of  [...] D.  [...].  [...] to paint him  [...] Juſtice, Neceſſity and  [...] in the  [...]i [...]ard of Hypo­  [...]  [...]  [...]hee to hide either his horm  [...]
 [...]  [...] imp [...]rtin [...]ncy and vapour is,  [...] to the Ʋrn and Aſhes, the  [...] S [...]otized Aſſembly, which  [...] bl [...]me in it, then the company  [...] D. B's, who was like a State or  [...] in among ſome Pigeons: that there were  [...] and ſober Clergie, as well as lay-men in  [...] Convention, is not to be doubted; I wiſh they had been as valiant, juſt, wiſe, conſtant and reſo­lute to the truth and right: They had then merited a nobl [...]r Morument and Pillar, then this Libeller or D. B. can eiect of their memory, beſide the Directory and Catechi [...]m which they produced by an Elephan­tine and very c [...]ſtly birth, a charge far beyond what would have bought the beſt Library but Bodlies in England; in order to reject the Engliſh Liturgie, and the eſtabliſhed Prelacy, making way for the bo­dy or belly of Pre [...]byterie, without any order and head of ancient Epiſcopacy, which deformity was to be ſupplied with the train or long tail of ruling lay-Elders.
§. The breaſt or Nurſe to which prodigious No­velty, the Covenant was by ſome deſigned to be, but it proved in ſhort time a dry Nurſe: Theſe ſtrug­ling b [...]bes and ſucklings of Pre [...]bytery, Indepen­cy, [Page] and other productions, ſoon drew blood in­ſtead of milk: For they being born with ſharp te [...]th, as King Eumenes, they quickly gnawed and bit off that breaſt, which they ſhould onely have gently drawn.
§. The truth is, there was little hope that that Aſſembly in which were many learned and godly men, ſhould ever do much good; when in the mid­night dreams and horrid darkneſs of thoſe times, the good men in it were oppreſſed by more then one Incubus, of Tumults and Armies, beſides thoſe Scotiſts who were as Maſters of the Aſſembly, to faſten the nail of Presbyterie into their heads, as dead as Jael did hers into Siſera's: To be ſure now they are awake, the beſt of them do abhor all thoſe Ephialta's or Night-mares of rigid and head­leſs Presbytery, of rude Independency, and bloody Ana­baptiſm, and utter Anarchy, which then and afterward cruelly depreſſed the ſpirits of thoſe Divines, yea and l [...]ng exhauſted the ſpirits of this Church and State.
§. Yet that the jejune Libeller, The Libellers plea for the Aſſembly. may not ſeem to ſay nothing for the honour of that Scotized Aſſem­bly (beſides that of D. B. his preſence and his pro­teſtation for Epiſcopacy, of which he does you to wit) he puls the reader now oſcitant, or ſleepy, or laughing by the ear, and makes this venerable mark, That the late King (who by his pertinacy for Epiſco­pacy, and obſtinacy againſt Sacriledge deſtroyed himſelf (as D. Burges concludes in his Anatomical in­ſpections of the cauſe of the Kings death) ſhewed a willingneſs, Octob. 11. 1648. to confirm the calling [Page] and ſitting of that Aſſembly, yea and of their hatch­ing of Presbytery it ſelf, to make a tryal or eſſay of it for three year [...], (when indeed three Moneths wa [...] too much for the great miſchief and little good it occaſioned in England.)
The  [...].§. Alas poor Prince what would not fleſh or blood do, or forge in a ſtorme to ſave it ſelf? what poli­tique condeſcent [...]ons, even to leſs reaſonable demands, are not venial, if ſhort of blaſphemies and immoral [...] ies, by which a King may ſave his life, Poſterity, King­dom, People, and beyond all, the Churches of Chriſt in them from periſhing upon the Rocks and quick­ſands of Schiſm and Rebellion? yet even of theſe conceſſions at laſt did the King ſeriouſly repent, as he did thoſe larger which he had granted in Scotland, af [...]irming to ſo [...]e ſacrilegious importuners of him at the Iſle of W [...]ght, that he had granted all he could to ſave his life, which might conſiſt with the ſaving of his ſoul: when it was urged that his Majeſty had aboliſhed Epiſcopacy and Biſhops in Scotland, he an­ſwered, It is no plea to ſin again, but rather to re­pent and do no more ſo, becauſe he had once ſinned in that kind, with more regard to outward and civil peace, then was conſiſtent with inward.
§. Thus have I ſhewed thee (O ingenuous and juſt Reader) the addle eggs which their Cuckoo hath layd in the Hedg Sparrows neſt of his ſecond pro­poſition, which ſeeming long I thought it had been ſtrong as a Gy [...]nt; but thou ſeeſt, what a man of clouts this Libeller is, and how when he threaten [...] to fight, he only lets three or four ſcapes, turning his back off the propoſition, and running away to take in hand other weapons, which prove neither Pikes [Page] nor Swords, nor Piſtols, but meer bulruſhes, flags, and potguns, fitter for to ſhoot boyes pellets, then to defend D. B. in his ſacrilegious purchaſe of Biſhops Lands, and the extirpating of Epiſcopacy.
§. Which ſooty and greaſie beſmearing of the glory of D. B. and his Covetous injurious covenanters, no mire of this Libeller will ever waſh out.
§. As to all Alexanders victories valour and bounty, this is ſtill a take off, and great blot, At  [...] ­cidit Caliſthe [...]; but he killed the wiſe, the faith­ful, the valiant Caliſthenes; So, when the triumphant memorial of D. B. ſhall be regiſtred by this Libeller or the like Hiſt [...]riographer, or Biographer, in which the  [...] &  [...] rare exploits and atchieve­ments of D. B. ſhall be magniloquently epitomized his deſerved degree of Dr. which he ſo adorned with ſpeaking good Latin, and accute diſputing at Oxford, to the poſing and non pluffing of all his auditors, thoſe  [...], or variegated writings, for and againſt  [...]onformity, ceremonies, Biſhops, Scots and Preſ­bytery, and Epiſcopacy, his two good livings, and way-bit of a Lecture at Pauls of 400. per annum, His preferment and his riches, yea and his honour to be Goſſip to the Covenant, when it came to be re­baptiſed in a Catholique font, and ſprinkled with a Chriſtian ſenſe, reconciled to Epiſcopacy; yet after all this gear, and at every encomiaſtick clauſe, this ſad and ſhameful burthen of the ſong will be added, But he purchaſed Biſhops Lands, when his ſuſpenſi­on from ſitting in the Aſſembly for his generous pro­teſting againſt the Covenant, as indefinitely and ab­ſolutely for the extirpation of Prelace, (by which it appears how free others mere, and overawed not [Page] to ſpeak their minds) when this ſhall be recounted; yet it will be added, but he did indefinitely and ab­ſolutely purchaſe Biſhops Lands and Houſes, without leaving them one foot, or allowing them one pen­ny  [...] yea and adding impudence to impiety and op­preſſion, he proclaimed his purchaſe to ſome Pſeudo-Parliaments, yea and openly defended his ſin beyond Abſolom, yea and complained he had not enough for his money, nor all his ſacrilegions bargain; yea he did thus after long doubt and deliberation, much check and terror of conſcience, to the robbing the Church his Mother, and all his Fathers, many of his brethren far his betters, without limitation of good or bad Biſhops. Nay he at laſt reproached and even renounce [...] them all, and ſought to ruine them all, againſt all equity, modeſty and conſcience, though Chriſtians, nay reformed, nay the moſt eminently ſuch in all the World, as to b [...] thought worthy to ſit in the Aſſembly; yet he, he, in great a Divine, ſo gallant a Doctor, ſo acute a diſputer, ſo glorious a Preacher, who modeſtly ſpeaks of himſelf that he had laboured more abundantly then they all, (the Biſhop, Dean and Prebend of Wells) his meaning is in rubbidg and duſt and morter, of pulling down and building; yet after all this to foyl all, to ſpill all, to curſe all, to damn all, this great D. B. ſacrilegiouſly and preſumtuouſly, did purchaſe Biſhops lands, and pulled down by a wanton wickedneſs, better Ca­thedral Houſes, then ever he or his Fore-fathers either built or dwelt in.
But the Libeller will cry out next bout, that Dr. Gauden Rhetoricates, that he tempts the world again with his Idolized nonſence and blaſphemy, againſt [Page] the Covenant, Aſſembly and the bleſſed D. B. bleſ­ſed in the ſame ſence which the Poet uſeth the word, when he tels of one whoſe riſe of his bliſs (that is of his riches) was, Vetula veſica heata.
Dr. Gauden muſt now haſten with the ſhield of in­nocency and truth, to receive, yea and retort, the long dart of the third Propoſition, 2. The third Propo [...]. of the An  [...]al which this flying Parthian ſeems to caſt at him; as King Saul did his Javelin at David, when the Moroſe and melancholy ſpirit was upon him, much of the ſame kind tie probable with that, which poſſeſſeth this Liboller and D. B. For as he in a cholerick and mad ſit command­ed Doeg to kill the Prieſts of the Lord; ſo vvould theſe if they might have their will, not kill with the ſword, (which is ſome degree of mercy) but ſtarve to death by a longer lingring poverty and diſgrace the Biſhops and other Epiſcopal Divines in England, far more in number then Sauls fury commanded to be ſlain, and all this in order to keep their Sacrilegious purchaſes, which he and his can no more do then they can keep fire in their boſoms, or melted gold and ſilver in their purſes or mouthes; The ſureſt vvay to thrive is to make reſtitution.
§. But D.B. is loath to hear on that ear, he had rather lend another brace of thouſands, wear another buff-coat, and head another Troop of Horſe, and have t'other bout at a Civil War, which ſhall venture King, Parliament, People, all things ſacred and civil upon a nevv Alarm of the Covenant, and of reforming the Doctrine and Church of England; Which ſtale flouriſhes are novv like the thread-bare tunes, and dull dittles of old ballads, to vvhich no man ſober liſts to dance, or [Page] to lend  [...] eſpecially when ſung by ſuch a pair of  [...]th becauſe  [...]oy [...]es, as this Libeller and his D. B. ( [...] ſ [...]ch  [...]ng and loud c [...]m [...]ors) muſt needs uſe, Quo det [...]u [...]  [...], ſuo worde [...]ur gallina marit [...]. I [...]e H [...]lb [...]  [...]  [...]ingers in a Winters raw evening, [...] cold [...]h  [...] do not make more lamentable harmo­ny then theſe two would do about keeping the Covenant, and  [...]lip [...]ing Epiſcopacy, or reforming the Doctrine, W [...]rſhip Diſcipline and Government of the Church of  [...] land.
For ſuch titles of popular pamphlets daub every poſt and corner in London, vented by the ſame hand and heart, as this Libellers Anatomy of the Author: impu­dences and ſolly. Alas is not this great work of Refor­mation yet done, after ſo long Wars and bloodſhed? after ſo many Scotch and Engliſh Armies, either com­plying or claſting; after ſo reverend an Aſſembly and D. B. among them ſitting ſome years; What, nothing yet reformed? After Liturgy aboliſhed, Prelacy ex­tirpated, Biſhops and Cathedral lands ſold; after the Directory had inducd Miniſters with a new ſpirit and better gifts; after Presbytery advanced, and In­dependency preferred? Have not theſe new brooms ſwept clean? After Deans, Biſhops and other excel­lent Epiſcopal men beggard, after their lands ſold, and houſes demoliſhed; after D. Burges hath conde­ſcended to b [...]y ſome of them, and hath got a good purchaſe; and not yet a through Reformation, accord­ing to the purport of the ſacred Covenant?
No, the more is the pitty; alas Dr. Gauden and his faction of Epiſcopal principles will not ſuffer the Co­venant to be ſtretched to its full reforming ſence, or to that Anti-epiſcopal tunc which muſt be made good [Page] againſt Biſhops; or D. B. and other purchaſers are un­done. He, he undertakes, now after we are poſſeſ­ſed of Biſhops lands and houſes, either to reduce the Covenant to reaſon, Religion, Loyalty, Law, Juſtice, and Charity, in regard of Biſhops as well as other mens rights and eſtates; or elſe ſo far to repeal and null it, yea and to enjoyn a pennance upon it and its takers, ſo far as it is irreconcileable to, or inconſiſtent with theſe eternal principles of Morality, Juſtice and duty to God and Man, to Church and State, to King and Biſhops.
§. But Dr. Gauden, thus venting his nonſenſe and blaſphemy againſt the Covenant, is by a notorious Li­beller undertaken to be ſeverely rebuked; a meer Ignaro & incognito encounters him, a bundle of ig­norance and infamy, of malice and confuſion is caſt upon him; inſpired as it ſeems by D. B. a ſhotten herring of the ſame barrel, whoſe intereſt is to ſcrew up the Covenant  [...] ſuch an Anti-epiſcopal rigor, that either we ſhall have no Biſhops in England, or theſe no Lands, Honors or Revenues to ſupport their autho­rity, charity and hoſpitality.
§. The method of this Libellers chaſtiſing Dr. Gau­den is by a Scorpion of four cords, one more then the Jewiſh whips was made of: His two firſt Propoſitions have like ſquibs ſpit fire, fluttered and made a crack or two but done no execution.
This work is reſerved for the third Propoſition, which is a long ſpun, dilate, dull, tedious, ſophiſtical tantalogical rapſody, rather then any juſt reply to the weight and force of Dr. Gaudens juſt and honeſt re­flections upon the Covenant, in order to reconcile it to the legal intereſt of Epiſcopacy and Biſhops, alſo to [Page] remove from it thoſe ſuperſtitions, ſacrilegious, ille­g [...]l and in [...]ni [...] interpretations, which ſo [...] mens ambition▪ ſact [...]ſ [...], envy and covetouſneſs ſeeks to  [...]ix up [...]n  [...] contrary to the  [...]ncient conſtitutions and laws of  [...]ngland, and of all priſtine Churches, or Chriſti [...]n Kingdoms.
 [...].§. The firſt fraud or miſt that the Libeller ſeeks to caſt before thee [...]es of his Reader is, to vocate the force of Dr. Gaudens argument, grounded on not the letter only, but the equity, and analogy, or parallel caſe and proportion of Gods law, ſet forth Numb. 30. Where the ſcope of the diſcourſe of vows is, to ſhew that as no vow [...] made by any do bind, [...]. ſave onely in things lawful (that is neither injurious to Gods glory nor any moral right) which is confeſſed by all wiſe men; ſo not do thoſe Vows bind which are made in things lawful, A  [...] o [...]ly l [...]ful  [...]n ch [...]ge [...]  [...] and p [...]on [...]  [...]r [...]. by ſuch as are no [...] ſui juris, at their own diſpoſe, but under anothers dominion and diſ­poſition; nor may any ſuch thus  [...]lated, ſubjected, and obliged to others, make Religion any pretext to their liberty of vowing, what and when they liſt to an­others prejudice, becauſe they are not in their own diſpoſe, [...]. which reaſon bolds in all ſuch ſubjective rela­tions: Tis true the Text inſtanceth only in Daughters unmarried, and Wives, becauſe their eaſineſs might be moſt prone to raſh vowing; but as Mr. Calvin and o­thers upon the place obſerve, the reaſon extends to Sons as well as daughters, and much more to ſervants and ſlaves, of which there is no diſpute in Reaſon or Religion, and ſo no mention here (being not libera cap [...]ta) free per ſo [...] they cannot lawfully vow, nor doth any ſuch vow ſtand good (though in things material­ly pious and good) which is made by them without, [Page] much m [...]re if againſt their Maſters or Fa [...]er [...] conſent and to their prejudice: Nor is there any doubt, but the ſame reſt [...]aint and nullity  [...]as to ſuch vowing h [...]lds good (by the rules and proportions of divine juſtice) in any Vow or Covenant which Sub [...]ects and  [...]a [...]als in any kind to their King, or any meaner Lord and S [...]gni­or ſhall make to the injury of their lawful Superiors. N [...] D [...]t  [...]al  [...]od voves r  [...] eſſe  [...].
§. The cavelling Libeller finding the ſtrength and edge of this place, to cut the very ſinews of the Cove­nant, if either taken to the damage of the Superiour, or if countermanded or denied by him: Firſt, he carps at the inſtances added of Servants and Sons, calling this a tale of a tub, and ſays there is no ſuch thing; after he chargeth Dr. Gauden as a falſe man, for falſifying this Text of Scripture, how juſtly let the reader judge, when not only ſuch vows of obliged inferiors are void, though (in relicita) in things materially lawful, if the Superior or Lord forbid them at the preſent; but far­ther Dr. Gauden affirms ſuch vows though unheard, and ſo not at preſent diſallowed by the ſuperiour, yet are raſh and invalid, if in any thing prejudicial to Gods glory or the Superiours rights, which vows their ſu­periors may diſanuul as ſoon as they know of them; yea and the Superiour ſins, if hearing them he aſſent to them, or by ſilence do not reprove or null them; not that his ſilence confirms them unleſs in things law­ful. If a ſon, or daughter, or ſervant under the cuſto­dy and dominion of Father or Mother (now a widow) or a Maſter, Miſtris or Dame, ſhall vow any thing to their detriment, in honor, liberty, ſafety, eſtate or life, I ſuppoſe this very Libeller will grant their Vow un­lawful and null, becauſe (in re non licita) in things ei­ther materially, formally and relatively evil.
§. Thus if thoſe Relates ſhould vow to pray ſo many [Page] hours, and in ſuch a place, or at ſuch a time of the day, or to read and hear Sermons every day, or to give daily ſo much of their Maſters goods in ſecret charity to t [...]e poor, and the like; or if they vow to ſleep at ſu [...]h a time, or do nothing, or to viſit ſuch a friend, or priſoners, or ſuch perſons, &c. things not evil, yea in their ſeaſons very good.
Can this Libeller think (unleſs he be as void of ſci­ence as conſcience) that a ſervant, ſon or daughter may here plead their godly vow and ſacred Covenant, to the diſobedience and detriment of their ſuperiors, and to the neglect of thoſe civil affairs, which at thoſe time, they require to be done by them? whether the Maſter, or Miſtris, or Father or Mother, hear or no the  [...]ow is voyd; yea in ſome caſes though they hear and aſſent, or are ſilent through imprudence and ſuperſti­tion, yet the vow is voyd, both as to their inferiour and ſuperiour; in caſe it cannot be kept but to the impoveriſhing and not providing for their families and children, which muſt want things neceſſary and conve­nient, while this Bigot, Maſter, or Miſtris and ſervant (on whoſe honeſt labour all the families ſupport de­pends) ſpend that time in praying, or preaching, or hear­ing of Sermons, or reading the Scriptures, &c. which they ought to beſtow in work for the families ſupport. Here vows are the Urns of Infidels and Rebels, and the keeping them, as well as making them is denying of the faith, and cannot bind (but only to break and re­pent them) either Maſter or Miſtris, or ſon or ſervant.
§. But the Libeller with great art urgeth the ſilence of the letter (in this one place as to the inſtances of ſons, ſervants and ſubjects) againſt the Analogie of the whole Scripture, & the duty of the fourth command­ment: which muſt always be reſolved into things mo­rally [Page] and obedientially juſt and honeſt. He ſays there is not the leaſt hint of any exception, but all men that vow to God, are held to that vow, whether the chief ſiavor nor conſent or no. Thus the Devil and Hereticks are wont to wreſt and abuſe Scripture; as Chriſt ſaid to the Saduces, ye erre not in your citing the place, but in your not underſtanding the Sc [...]iptures; mean­ing, as if one ſhould limit the duty of the fifth com­mand onely to natural Parents, as father and mother, and exclude all other ſuperiors in Church and State, becauſe not there expreſly named.
§. This Sophiſter ſhould have added, as the lati­tude of the Analogy, ſo the juſt and neceſſary limita­tion ever ſuppoſed and intended, and by other Scrip­ture ſupplied, which is, that ſuch vows do bind ſuch perſons onely in things lawful and free for them to vow and perform, without any injury to God or man; but to imply an abſolute irreſpective bond even to vow and do evil, injuſt and injurious things, is falſe and fraudulent; aiming to urge the Covenant literally and ſimply, which makes for the Libeller and his D. B's turn, and not to reduce it to that  [...]aequum & honum, juſtum & ſanctum, duty of juſtice, charity, and equity, without which there can be no ſanctity, either in vows or faith, in word or deed, in making or keeping any ſuch Covenants as are made (ſtulta aut impia facilitate) by a childiſh and fooliſh facility, as Calvin ſpeaks. His hope is the bare rigid letter of the Covenant will keep out all Biſhops from the Church, and from their eſtates, and ſo he may keep that part of Biſhops lands which he hath ſacrilegiouſly purchaſed.
§. From the juſtice, equity, pregnancy of theſe caſes, which are grounded by the rule of proportion and [Page] right reaſon upon that Scripture, Dr. Gauden concludes,
1. That inferiors and dependents have no liberty ci­vil o [...] religious to binde their ſouls by vow, or to perform thoſe vows in any thing that is prejudicial and detrimental to their Superiors, either as to the duty they owe them, or the right they juſtly claim.
2. Such Vows, though unheard by the Superior, yet binde not the takers, much leſs if he do hear of them at any time, and openly diſſent, yea, peremptorily deny them; and the King did in this ſo far as it in­t [...]rtered with the juſt rights of his Majeſtie, or any of his  [...]ubjects; Ergo, ſince the ſubjects of England were by law and oathes inferior to, and dependents on the King▪ obliged to duty and allegiance, they ought not, they could not make or take, much leſs keep any ſuch vow or covenant, as is any way prejudicial to the rights of the King or any of his good ſubjects, and ſo either againſt his Majeſties oath, and his legal Supremacy over things and perſons Eccleſiaſtical, to preſerve them ac­cording to law; conſequently they could not covenant againſt the rights of the Church and Clergy, leaſt of all againſt th [...] eſtates and honors of Biſhops, who ought to be in place and merit the moſt eminent of the Clergy.
§. Either then (O gentle Libeller) reduce and limit the ſacred covenant (taken by ſubjects and inferiors, without the will of the King and Superior) to a ſenſe lawful, juſt and honeſt, no way injurious to God, the King, the Biſhops, or any mans rights (and then reſtore to them their eſtates, by no law forfeited or alienated, (hear this, O D. Burges, &c.) or elſe repent of the Co­venant, ſo far as it is irreconcileable either materially or formally to right reaſon, honeſt polity, or Church Government, which is inſeperable from Legal ſubjecti­  [...] and that juſtice which bindes all men to each other.
[Page]
§. See now (O Reader) how partial, ſneaking and delu­ſio [...] ſuch wretched Libellers are; who are aſhamed to own their names, and afraid to own that Truth which makes againſt their wicked intereſts; therefore they ſlily ſhuffle, and as (doloſus verſatur in generalibus) Sophiſters, urge li­berally the general caſe or theſis, but endure not to apply to the hypotheſis, particular or inſtance: That thing may ſeem juſt by ſome general maximes or cuſtoms of com­mon law, which is very injuſt, when brought to the rules of Chancery, as D. B. well knows in Hippeſleys caſe.
§. Yea, Dr. Gauden further addes (ex abundanti) the more to affright and aſtoniſh this Libeller, That it is more pr [...]faning of Gods holy name, to keep unlawful vows at all, yea, or to extend or rack lawful vows to unlawful actions; then it is to break the firſt, much more to reduce the ſecond to juſt bounds, whereto God bindes every man, not onely in relation to others, but to himſelf too, as Gods creature, and ſo ſubject to him.
§. If a father or mother vow not to give in marriage ſon or daughter, or not till ſuch an inconvenient age; or not to give them any portion, or not ſuch as is proporti­onable; if they vow them to a ſingle life, or to poverty, or to baniſhment, or to baſe employments, or to give them no decent ſupport; Theſe vows are ſinful, injurious, in ſuperiors, they may not be kept, they ought not to be made.
§. So if maſters vow to the injury of their ſervants; if Kings vow to the injury of their ſubjects lay or Clergy, as to ſubject them to a foreigh power, to put them out of their protection, to take ſuch taxes from them, or ſtrip them of their eſtates, callings or juſt liberties, ſuch vows muſt not be kept. Yea, a man hath not ſo far an abſolute domi­nion over himſelf (as Gemarrus and others obſerve) as to vow to his own prejudice in things not permitted by God [Page] to his free diſpoſe in a religious way, and rational and pro­portional, for which he is ſtill accountable to God and others, in the caſe of his liberty, eſtate, health, honor & life.
§. A man may not abſolutely vow he will never marry,  [...] that he will ſpend or give away all his eſtate, ſingle or marr [...]d or that he will never drink wine, or take phyſick, and the like raſh and irrational reſolutions, which no way advance the glory of God, and may in many caſes be nec ſſ [...]y for him and his, for their better ſervice of God and  [...], as well as of himſelf.
 [...] King though never ſo ſupreme and free, yet may not vow and covenant to the diminution of his own juſt So­v [...]raignty and that authority or power which is his by law, and neceſſary for his high calling, to protect the Church and State, himſelf and his good ſubjects. He may not co­venant to diminiſh or deſtroy any honeſt ſubjects in any of their juſt rights; much leſs to extirpate or expel out of his D [...]m [...]ans any rank, order and degree of men, that are uſeful, and in ſome ſenſe neceſſary for the being and well being of his people. As to extirpate all Scholars or Ju­ſtices  [...] as our late illiterate Levellers and Fanaticks de­ſigned, after the old rate of Cade and Tyler; nay, nei­ther Piluer or any party of the people may vow to ex­tirpate the meaneſt  [...]ll [...]ng, which ſerves the body Poli­tick; any more then men may vow to cut off their feet or toes.
The  [...].§. H [...]w much leſs may any Chriſtian Prince or people vow and covenant to cal [...]ate ſo primitive, venerable, apo­ſtoſl [...]k, catholick, uſeful and excellent an order, authority and polity  [...]o the Church, as that of Epiſcopacy▪  [...] to take away from godly Biſhop, their fa [...]ful  [...]oyment [...] of which they have as juſt a poſſeſſion and right, as the King hath to his Crown, or any man to his houſe and  [...]ani [...].
[Page]
§. Such vows and covenants, ſo much to the ſcandal of the Chriſtian Religion, to the reproach of the Reformation, to the gratifying of dangerous factions, to the diſgrace of this and all former Churches, to the diſhonour of Jeſus Chriſt, of his Apoſtles and their chief Succeſſors, the Biſhops in all ages and places, beſides ſo injurious to many wor­thy men, yea, to the whole Church and Nation of Eng­land, either ought not to be taken by Chriſtian King or people; or if by force, fraud or fear, and facillity, they are ſo taken, or rather impoſed and miſtaken, yet they muſt never be kept in any ſuch ſenſe; but either repented of and diſſolved, or elſe the words of them muſt be re­ſolved and reduced to ſuch a ſenſe and interpretation as is juſt and lawful, Id quod erat demonſtrandum.
§. Which was the thing Dr. Gauden had to prove (as Chriſt did the Reſurrection) not out of the letter onely, but the analogie and equity of that Scripture; from the force of which Mr Grafton doth not, cannot extricate himſelf, by his more ſober endeavours, much leſs this paltry Libeller, who doth not waſh himſelf that he may be clean, in the waters of the Sanctuary, but, as the Poet ſays, (Perditus apruus fontibus immiſce liquida—) of the Swine, he ſtudies to be-mud and ſoil the Scrip­tures clarity, that his fedity and fallacy may not appea [...] ▪ that by the cloud and miſt of ſuch ſuperſtition caſt on the Covenant, he may conceal his ſacriledge, and keep his evil purchaſe. For he hopes if the Covenant receive ſuch rigor and vigor from Scripture, that notwithſtanding the Kings declared diſſent, as foreſeeing the deſign of ſome by the Covenant to overthrow Epiſcopacy and unto the Biſhops and Clergy of England, yet his ſub­jects ſo covenanting, are bound indiſpenſably by their once taking it, to extirpate all authoritative Biſhops, [Page] and lawful, as well as landed Epiſcopacy; then (ſalvo res eſt) the Town is his own, the lands of the Biſhop of Wells and others, which he hath purchaſed (per via [...] concomitanti [...] & reductionis) will be made good to him by the letter of the ſacred Covenant; though againſt all law, juſtice, reaſon, Scripture and Religion: Such a noſe of wax are Hereticks, Hypocrites, Apoſtates, Schiſ­maticks & Sacrilegiſts prone to make of the holy ſcriptures, for their own credit and advan [...]age as they fancy; but indeed to their deſtruction and damnation: No lawful Covenant can be a cloak for ſuch knavery, nor will the Scripture be any protection for what is contrary to law and juſtice.
Mr. Graf [...]n  [...].§. Here I muſt by way of Concomitancy, take in Mr. Graftons concurrent replies, who findes himſelf ve­ry much ſtreightned, and is forced to bring not potent ſolutions, but pitiful evaſions, which he calls his Wool-ſacks. So far his wits are gone a wool-gathering, at the very firſt battery which Dr. Gauden makes againſt the Covenant, as to the invalidity of its authority, as ſo impoſed, and as to the nullity of its matter, if not reconciled to what is lawful, juſt and honeſt in the great caſe of Epiſcopacy, or the rights of Biſhops and other dignified Clergymen, according to law.
§. Here poor Mr. Z. Grafton, as a drowning man, catcheth at ſmall twigs, yea, weeds, which ſink him, be­ing of no deep reach, nor any skill in ſwiming.
1. He very gently obſerves a Legiſtative power to be at leaſt co-ordinate in the two Houſes: What, and can they legally exerciſe this power, without, yea againſt the Kings conſent, being out of his non age, and not out of his wits? or are they Legiſlative in fact, where there is  [...] law made? (as none was for the Covenant:) Was [Page] their Legiſlation here (in actu ſecund) in exerciſe or act? If not, to what end is that mentioned which hath no operation? As to commend a Writer for a Book he ne­ver writ, or an Architect for an Houſe was never built. At beſt the two Houſes alone, no, nor the King alone, or with them, have any Legiſlative power to decree or execute what is unrighteous againſt God or man.
2 His ſecond nothing obſerved as his ſafety is, that a thing may bind in conſcience, which doth not in law, or in the judicature of man: True, but nothing can bind in con­ſcience which is againſt the laws of man, in caſes of equity, juſtice and common right, and ſo the Covenant cannot either materially or formally, as to its authority or ſponta­niety bind againſt Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, as their juſt rights were ſetled, and ſtill are by laws in force; againſt which no illegal Oath or Covenant can or ought to bind Subjects or Princes, who have no freedom to be unjuſt, ſacrilegious, or to ſin, much leſs to vow and covenant they will do ſo, and thereupon ſin againſt all Law, Reaſon, Juſtice and conſcience.
3. For Mr. Graftons Mr. Graftons rude urging the Kings ex­ample. bold and odious, no leſs then fal­lacious urging by a Presbyterian pertneſs, the preſent Kings taking the Covenant in Scotland, in ſuch terms and forms as were then preſcribed and impoſed upon him, in his maturity of years, in the diſtreſs of his affairs, in the prevalency of that covenanting power and party: Truly it had better become Mr. Graftons modeſty and good manners, to have been ſilent in this ſad inſtance, I beleive he thinks his Majeſty not much delighted to hear of it in ſome mens ſenſe, as never much bleſſed after it, nor ever like to be in ſuch a Presbyterian way a [...] is deſtructive of Epiſcopacy, and the rights of Biſhops, Church and Clergy of England, who have no cauſe to [Page] glory of what was done in Scotland.
§. Beſides the Kings taking it cannot make any thing in it lawful, that is by rules of Religion and civil Juſtice, unlawful, and what his Majeſty did in Scotland, muſt not extend to Englands either King or People; againſt the immunities, and juſt intereſts of which, the King as  [...] and Chriſtian could not bind himſelf in Scotland; nor the Scots impoſe any ſuch obligation by any Vow or Covenant upon his Majeſty. Nor will Mr. Graftons ſmooth title of his moſt ſacred Majeſty, as oyl, either cloſe or h [...]al, or ſupple the rough uſage offered by ſome to his Majeſty; or the wounds which muſt be made by the Covenant upon his and any mans conſcience, in caſe it be not conſiſtent with juſtice and honeſty: Reduce the Covenant to that ſenſe which Dr. Gauden contends for as juſt and religious, neither King nor Biſhops, neither the honeſt S [...]t nor the honeſt Engliſh, neither Dr. Gauden nor Mr. Grafton will have cauſe to ſcruple or complain of the Covenant; it otherwiſe, the Kings taking it cannot make it lawful, and ſo it is as imprudently as impertinent­ly urged by Mr. Grafton.
4. His next defence againſt Dr. Gaudens battery, is not with a Woolſack, but with a brown-paper or cobweb, plea­ding (fieri non debuit, factum valet) it ought not to be done, but once done is good; which may not be plea­ded in moral caſes, which being materially and formally too, unlawful or unjuſt, are to be repented of, and re­tracted, amends and reſtitution muſt be made, as well as repentance and retraction in ſuch caſes.
True, ſome things, in State policy and civil neceſſity, or legal formalities, or Baſtards, though they ſhould not have been begotten, yet they muſt not, if begotten and born, be murthered; becauſe though the inordi­nacy [Page] of their original was evil, as the act of a creature; yet their being, and ſo their preſervation is good, be­cauſe agreeable to the will and command of the holy Creator, forbidding to deſtroy any innocent reaſonable creature; but this is not to be pleaded in events and ef­fects, that draw more evil in their ſequel or maintain­ing, thou that which was in their beginning, cauſe or  [...]aſion. Here we muſt with all ſpeed break off iniqui­ty, and its cords of vanity, Breve ſit quod turpiter an­der; Not adde ſin to ſin, or portinacy to that wicked­neſs which calls for immediate repentance. Nor do I believe Mr. Grafton allows that Baptiſm which he inſtanceth in of women, to be valid, any more then their preaching in Churches or Ordination, if any Biſhop or Preſ­byter ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to ordain them.
5. The laſt and worſt reparty of Mr. Grafton, Mr. Graftons feeble ſuppo­ſal to g [...]e ſtre [...]gth to his reply. which diſ­covers his great weakneſs and exhauſted ſpirits, is bring­ing in a tumultuary rabble that ſhould pretend to be a Pa [...]liament, and impoſe a covenant or vow on us, againſt the laws and immunities of the Church and State, King and people, which we like gudgeons (ſtulta fa­cilitate) ſwallow ſimply as their baits; Afterward we feel the book of fraud, fa [...]on, in iuſtice and rebellion; the poor man by a terrible ( [...]) ſuper ſuperſtiti­on, is afraid of being expoſed to a three years famine, in caſe he with other honeſt m [...]n ſhould dare to re­ſume their re [...]ſon and liberty; or keep themſelves to thoſe rules and actions of juſtice, which the laws of God and man preſcribe; and from which theſe pitti­ful.  [...]epanners and impoſters ſought to ſeduce them, you and oblige them to the  [...]ar [...]ry unawares.
Here Mr. Graftons O [...]tory, Reaſon and civility ſeem again to fail his  [...]eal, while he makes ſuch a reflection [Page] on his Honorable covenanting Maſters, by comparing them to Colliers when they acted as Kings. Grant them as  [...]rderly and magnificent an honor as can be in a Parli­ament or Councel, yet not their civil glory and autho­rity, but their Reaſon and Religion is to be weighed, as obliging themſelves and others. Can the man be afraid God will be angry for our not keeping unlawful vows: and not much more for keeping them, yea and for taking them too; yea and for keeping lawful vows unlawfully; that is breaking them by racking them to a ſuperſtitious ſtretch, or in a Presbyterian ſtrapado, whatever number of men they be that act in ſuch In­gagements.
§. It was all that Mr. Grafton did or could ſhew of wit and art in this defence, to withdraw preſently, to make only ſuch flouriſhes, and vaniſh; for in earneſt the ſervice was too hot for him; and this firſt Granado flew ſo terribly about his ears, that he durſt not ſtay within our gunſhot, for fear his brains ſhould be bea­ten out, though he be a little mark or Picolhomini which the bolder Libeller feared not, who hath neither Brains nor Bowels, but only guts; if he, as Dives, may fare deliciouſly, be  [...]reth not perhaps if the Biſhops, like Lazarus ſtarve on his dunghil; he reſolves to keep the Lands and Houſes he purchaſed ſo ſacrile­giouſly, though he be blind: Dummodo vel caecus te­neat, &c.
§. Only here I beg Mr. Graftons favour for coupling him with, or ſubjoyning him to the wretched Libeller; not as to parallel their morals, civilities or intellectu­als; but finding them in the ſame trap, decoy or ſnare, I could not well part them till I had taken them out one be one.
[Page]
§. But Dr. Gaudens main deſign is to purſue the crafty Libeller, whoſe ſtrong ſcent like a Fox, taints all he treads on, and he is firmly carthed or burrowed in the Badgers neſt, in a Biſhops houſe and eſtate; But Badgers skins are uſed for the ſervice of the Tabernacle, foxes never.
§. When this crafty Animal comes at the ſecond Gulph, D [...]  [...] the  [...]ary and a [...]ed  [...] which a [...] ­tended the C [...]venant [...] production. which Dr. Gauden hath placed between the Covenant and its either ſanctity or legality, (in caſe it be urged againſt Law and Juſtice, to the ruine of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, eſtabliſhed by Law and Catholick cuſtom) is the tumultuating terrors of thoſe times; the armed Legions in the midſt of which the Covenant was contrived, conceived, and brought forth and impoſed.
§. Here the Libeller cryes out very cunningly, and oratoriouſly of notorious untruths, of impudence raiſed to a Meridian heighth, but anſwers nothing; pleads neither guilty nor not guilty, refuſes to be tryed by King, City, Lords, or Commons, Biſhops, Clergy, or any honeſt men; who were all witneſſes, and complained of thoſe rude, violent, ſeditious, intolerable tumults; Of Tumu [...]. onely the Libeller as a ſtranger in our Iſrael knows nothing of them; they made well for him, they drove away the Divines, the Biſhops, they obtained Ordinances, they were Midwives to the Covenant, and after-courſes, ex­tirpating root and branch, they prepared for alienating the Church lands, and for D. Burges bleſſed purchaſe.
§. In this mud the Libeller and Mr. Grafton too are afraid to ſtick; therefore they nimbly skip over it, becauſe they know in truth, honour, and [Page] Conſcience, there lay the Original ſin of our times; and the great occaſion of our miſery, out of this ſlough and mire of the tumults inſuppreſſed. Du [...] cannot be drawn, though he were tyed to the tayls of whole troops of horſe, which Dr. Burges once moſt valiantly led on to kill frogs, or to catch King [...]. Hence thoſe verſes grew famous, 
Principium belli commota plebe tumultus,
  [...]inis commota plebe tumultus erit.
 As tumults firſt begun our wars,
 So tumults ſhall conclude our jars.

Hugh Poters, now hanged, drawn and quartered, (though he never purchaſed Biſhops lands) was more ingenuous in the point of tumults, of which, when great complaint was made by Lords and others, at a noble Farls Table, in the year 41. when they were moſt rude and outragious, againſt King and Biſhops, Lords and Commons, Earl of Strafford and others; Hugh boldly vindicated them in Dr. Gaudens hear­ing, for the Parliaments beſt friends, Quorum pars magna fuit, he was their great leader and exciter. He proteſted the chiefeſt of them, were godly young­men, apprentices, and fore-men of ſhops, or freemen, who every week faſted and prayed for a bleſſing on their endeavours, that the earth might thus help the woman.
§. Thus he of their ſwarmings and inſolency at Weſtminſter and Whitehall: Dr. Gauden and thou­ſands were witneſſes; the Covenant he is ſure, is not the more commendable, but more cautiouſly to be looked upon, for having been either ſwadled up, or ſoyled in ſuch foul clouts; This makes it, by Mr. Graftons good leave, the more ſuſpicious; for ſuch [Page] ſeconds ſeldom intend good to honeſt men; Not that what is juſt and honeſtly done or decreed, is there­fore null, becauſe tumults, as flyes, light on it, to taint it; but thoſe are evil means, and pretend no good ends; the Covenants authority, due meaning and matter, are indeed more conſidered than the tumults, and armes; which yet did (to be ſure) Sun-burn its beauty, although they did not wholly blaſt and burn it.
§. Alas what ſorry ſhift men make, rather than they will ſee, and confeſſe, and deplore a fault! yea and a great one too, deſtructive to the honour, freedom, and very being of Kings and Parliaments, for ſuch thoſe priſtine tumults were, by which and for which God ſo juſtly afterward puniſhed even the great abetters, and movers of them, as juſtly and ſeverely as King Zedekiah, who covenan­ted in the Name of God, upon ſuch conſiderations of ſafety, life, honour, and liberty, as the Conque­ror had power to grant him; and he having power to accept upon ſwearing articles, his perjury was abominable to God and man, which is not the caſe of the Covenanters if unlawfully engaged, and by unlawful endeavours injurious to the King and the Church.
§. The valiant Libeller finding his coat of male to be no better than a purſe-net, or a beggars patcht coat, very wiſely voids the dint of Dr. Gaudens other forked arrows, not directly ſhot againſt the Covenant, as to any thing in it that is loyal, religious, juſt, and legal, but obliquely againſt the vapouring preſumption of thoſe who cry it up, beyond all civil Oaths, and Sacramental vows or Covenants; [Page] yea bey [...]nd the Lords Prayer, Creed, and ten Comm [...]n­  [...]m [...]nt  [...] many Presbyterian Spirits cry aloud for the Co [...]nant, who never uſe, or publickly own an [...] of  [...] badges and bounds of a Chriſtian, mo­ral,  [...]o [...]tal, or Evangelical Covenant to God, to Chriſt, to the Church, to the King, and to one another.
 [...].§. But in [...]eſt Mr. Crafton in more ſober ze [...]l is  [...], and anſwers againſt the objected no [...]lty and partiality of this Covenant, that it is neither near not partial, as to the point of Epiſco­pacy: If he means as to the Law or the deſire of the Church of England, and as an act of the Nation, by it [...] King and Parliaments; the miſtake is ſo groſſe, that all times and Hiſtories ſince the 10. of R. Eliz.  [...] confute his Book, and either falſe or fallacious a [...]ertion.
It be mean not now, as to ſome inter factions and Schiſmatical ſenſe, deſires, endeavours, petitions, mo­  [...], threats, clamors, and ſeditions, tis confeſt to be v [...]lu [...] malum, an inveterate ulcer, (or old  [...]) yet this anſwer is as impertinent, as if the Anabapt ſts, and Browniſts, or Famil [...]ſts, ſhould make the like plea, who have had their factors in England as  [...]o [...] as Presbytery.
 [...].  [...]. So  [...]a [...]ling, all too palpable a Sophiſtry, that tho [...]gh the Covenant be new, yet by a legiſlative authority tis made valid, and antiquates all precedent Laws, wh [...]ch he muſt confeſſe did eſtabliſh the H [...]erarchy; this is to play at bo-peep, not to diſpute; for it is to beg and ſuppoſe that, which muſt never by granted, while his noſe ſtands between his eyes, or his eyes are open; namely, That the 2. Houſes in [Page] ſuch a temper as they were, when firſt  [...], viz. (apart in this from the King neither in mino­rity nor lunacy, but driven away by tu [...]ults as many of their own members) that theſe with the Aſſembly to boot) were the ſupr am  [...] power, and did by their perſonal covenanting engage all the Nation and poſterity, as much as Adam and all mankind in original ſin.
§. I muſt here deſire Mr. Grafton to b [...]te me an ace, nor is the repeated ſtroke at the Royal a [...]nt, by which he again laſhes the King (as the Monks of Canterbury did K. Henry 3. after the death of Br [...]kes) this is not any grain of allowance added to the Engliſh Covenanters: for it was done in Scotland, poſt pactum & factum, when the Covenant in England was antiquated; and how it was done in S [...]otland, God knows, and ſome upon the place, as well as his Maj ſty can beſt tell; To be ſure, we in England are not bound by it, nor to take any n [...]tice of it, until King and Parliament put the caſe to Mr. Graf­ton and his Brethren of ſome new Aſſembly to reſolve it.
§. What the Libeller after pretends,A [...] pag. 27.  [...] Cove­nant. with intol­lerable impudence to take away this aſperſion of Novelty from the Covenant, ſwelling big with Scripture patterns, with great ſhew of Hiſtories old and new beſides that of the holy league in  [...]ran [...] and the Scotch Covenant of old, thoſe leagues in Germany (I ſuppoſe he means the  [...]us Smalcal [...] ­cum) and that of the Geneſes in Flanders, with that of the Bohemians of later dayes, and ſo the Cantons and Albigenſes, in their confederations: he might have added all federations, leagues, and compacts [Page] between Princes and States, ſo as to bring in the Turk, or Grand Signior for a Covenanter; This is the Libellers laſt ſweet bit, to keep the Readers mouth in taſte, with the reliſh of this new Covenant, as if it were as old as the Gibeonites bottles, or Methuſalems beard; when God and all the wiſe world knows, this gourd is of ancient, or commendable note in any place of the Chriſtian world. And in England but of yeſternight, and ſoon blaſted and withered, never flouriſhing but while it was watered with civil blood, and driven on to aſ­ſert the intereſts of the Scotch, or Engliſh Presbyteri­ans; Here the w [...]y Antiquary and Hiſtoriographer of the Covenant did well, inſtead of inſtances, parallel and pat to his caſe, to make a long &c. like the Dragons tayl, and ſo to have the gaping Reader in a wood, where he can ſee no ſuch trees of life.
Mr. Grafton defenſe of the  [...] conſequen­ces  [...] Covenant§. Mr. Grafton goes as boldly to look on the next Gorgon, or Meduſa's head, which Dr. Gauden ſets forth to ſhew the horrour of thoſe times, which began, continued, and ended the Covenant, as Presbyterian and Scotized with infinite prejudice to Church and State, King and People; It was indeed ſo far like that from Mount Sinae, with fire & ſmoke, earthquake and burning, and loud noiſe of trum­pets, attended with infinite miſchief, fury, miſery, confuſion on King and Parliament, Prieſt and People; How far the covenanting Planet, or Spirit, had influence on theſe, I will not diſpute; This is ſure, we were very happy, to an envy and admiration, before it roſe and appeared in the Engliſh Horizon: our Religion and Laws were ſufficient to make us [Page] happy and holy; The Covenant never added one dram to either, or yet to relieve our lamps, but ra­ther to exaſperate our publick differences, and in­  [...]ame our miſeries; nor doth Dr. Gauden believe it ever will, in ſome mens Anti-epiſcopal ſenſe, ſince it can never have any vertue equal to, much leſſe beyond, or more benign than our former Laws of God and man, our Covenants and Oaths both civil and ſacred. I pray God we keep within theſe bounds, we ſhall nee [...]  [...]o charm or ſpell of ſuch new found Covenants, or Engagements, or Abjura­tions, to keep out miſchief and miſery; I am ſure, without a Spirit of proph [...]ſie, or infallibility, that the urging of this Covenant to new and exotick ſenſes, contrary to our former Laws, and good con­ſtitution, in Church and Kingdom, againſt Biſhops and regular Epiſcopacy, will ever keep our wounds (now well cloſed) open, raw, and feſtered; but I hope the goodneſſe of God and the wiſdom of the King and Parliament, will be better to us than many of the firſt Covenanters intended, who certainly aimed wholly to ſwallow up the authority and reve­nues of Biſhops, and all Cathedrals; The firſt as the feathers, or the skin, was to be ſhared among the poor preaching Presbyters, the other as the fat car­caſe among the rich ruling Elders the better to ſet off their weary office, and Eccleſiaſtical Ma­jeſty, which muſt needs ſet up blew aprons to go­vern the Church, inſtead of Lawn-ſleeves.
§. In the next reflection of Dr. Gaudens upon the Covenant, Mr. Grafton Of the after bafflings of the Cove­nant, excuſed by M Grafton. wiſhes he had been at the Doctors elbow, when he mentioned the after bafflings of the Covenant, in the Cromwellian and [Page] Idependent reign, or indeed in the Inter-regnum of  [...], and publick hon [...]ſty or Juſtice:  [...], by ſaying Bre [...] did not  [...]  [...]n-co [...]nanting to the King; That the hou­  [...]  [...]  [...]iouſly content to accept his Majeſties  [...] and ſubmiſſions without his co [...]enant­  [...].  [...] they were very mannerly, to give the King a little breath after ſo long baiting him; that C [...]en [...]nter [...] were pulled out of the houſe by the Ear [...]; that the luſ [...] of ſome Souldiers firſt committ [...]d the rap [...] upon this modeſt Virgin, and un [...]potted Covenant.
 [...]. Yet under Mr. Graftons favour, the vote of non  [...] againſt the King, were paſſed by Co­venanters as yet unrouted by any military rudeneſſe; This was pretty nigh the priſon, and block, and far from preſervation of the perſon and dignity of his Majeſty. The Covenant was by Sir Henry  [...]ane and other [...], interpreted both in Print and Practice, with large diſpenſations of Loyalty, in caſe the King did not preſerve what any prevalent faction called tr [...]e Religion, though far wide or ſhort of that which was eſtabliſ [...]ed in England, whoſe fence at leaſt the Co [...]enant pulled up, as to Church Government, in ſome mens deſigns and ſenſe, yes and de facto too; And truly as Mr. Grafton confeſſeth, the Covenant ſuffered, by force and policy; ſo Dr. Gauden ſayes it began and prevailed by them; He Queries by what Argument of Reaſon and Religion it was ever  [...]l [...]ſt [...]: Let him read the Oxford Queries, & others; I believe they will ſtick in his teeth, or break them before he chew and ſwallow them: for he hath but weak  [...]aws, though he may have good appetite [Page] and digeſtion; Dr. Gauden queres alſo by what Ar­guments of right reaſon and Religion, by what Law of God or Man, by what commendable prece­dent, or to what good ends and uſes was the Cove­nant ſounded or improved, what was King or Par­liament, Church and State, or any honeſt man be­nefited by it?
§. Tis true, ſome Presbyterian Covenanters ha­ving run themſelves out of breath, and being now hunted to a bay by the inſolent Army, by eager In­dependents, and Fanatick-factions, fled for Sanctuary to the Covenant, and to the King for a Treaty, that they might not be taken in the traps and pinfolds of perjurious engagements and abjurations; So the Scots more adventurouſly than valiantly or ſucceſs­fully, with Mr. Love and ſome other puny projectors in England, ſought to bouy up the baffled and ſinking Intereſts of the Covenant in a Presbyterian ſenſe; eſpecially when they fancied the Kings neceſſities would invite him to embarque in that bottom, or to ſink for fear; imagining all the old Ark of Epiſco­pacy was ſhipwracked paſt recovery.
§. If his preſent Majeſty do indeed owe ſo much of his reſtauration to the Covenanters, in the Preſ­byterian ſenſe and ſtrain; Tis well they have had a mind and an occaſion to make ſome reparation for the former detriment they gave him; For this combination and intereſt againſt Epiſcopacy, with­out doubt, firſt damnified and deſtroyed the former King, of which I have greater grounds than it is fit to tell all the world: I pray God the ſober Cove­nanters perſevere in their now Loyal moderation, who pretend readineſſe to comply with regular [Page]Epiſcopacy; But it will be the Kings and Parliaments wiſdom, not to truſt too much to any mens good natures; I doubt ſome will be prone to abate much of their Loyalty, if the King really ſet up ancient and legal Epiſcopacy, according to the beſt conſtitu­tion of our Lawes, and the pattern of the beſt Churches of old, to which the Church of England was neareſt conformed of any reformed.
§. Nor is Dr. Gauden ſo Illogical, or Atheological, as to infer a nulling of all things in the Covenant by the Apoſtacy or perverſneſſe of ſome men who took it, nor yet by the rigour of others, who now urge it, (in temporibus mollioribus & melioribus) to ſuch a rude and unjuſt Anti-Epiſcopal ſenſe, from which Dr. Gauden ſeeks to reſtrain it; yea Reaſon, Law, and all Conſcience do reſtrain it from ſuch a ſenſe, or elſe they null and vacate it, ſo far as it is novel, factious,  [...]alluable, and irreconcileable to the juſt intereſt of Church and State, of King and Biſhop [...], to the cuſtome and conſtitution of this and all other ancient Churches, who never uſed not dreamed of Presbyters, as any headleſſe government of Chriſts church, apart from, and inſubordinate to, much leſſe oppoſed againſt the Apoſtolick ſucceſſional honour, and ordinary eminency of Epiſcopal authority. To which if Mr. Grafton and other honeſt me [...] will cheerfully ſubmit, according to Laws Eccleſiaſti­cal and civil, the diſpute about the Covenant is at an end; we ſhall not need to contend any more, but onely to exceed one another in Piety, Love, and Loyalty,  [...], which ſtrife will better become us all as Men, and Chriſtians, and Miniſters.
[Page]
After this bickering of the fallacious Libeller (in order to make good his fourth Propoſition, That Dr. Gaudens main deſign is wholly to vilifie, make odious, and deſtroy the Covenant) He ſeeks to recon­cile the Covenant,Libel page 12. Grafton p 17 Of reconci­ling the Co­venant to former legal authority. with the former Oaths taken by the King, or the clergy, or other of the Kings Sub­jects, with which he confeſſeth the Covenant, as a late invention and preter-legall impoſition, ought not in Conſcience to enterfere, which many were very jealous of; eſpecially when they heard it urged by ſome to an extirpation of the ancient ho­nour, juſt authority, and legal right, due by our Law to Biſhops and Epiſcopacy.
§. To which (beyond all peradventure) the late pious King was bound by his ſolemn Oath at his coro­nation; with which no Papal, popular, or Presbyterian power can diſpenſe; eſpecially ſince it was not a temporary Oath, as occaſion and time did invite; but it was founded on moral, and thoſe eternal princi­ples of juſtice, which every King is by Law and Conſcience bound to do, as to every Subject, ſo ſpecially to the worthy Clergy, becauſe in doing them juſtice, he doth it to his own ſoul, and to the ſouls of all his Subjects, yea to the whole Church; yea to Chriſt himſelf, and to God, who is con­cerned as in his anointed, ſo in his Prophets, that no harm or injury be done to them.
§. Nor is his preſent Majeſty (as Mr. Grafton ſeems to reply) any way abſolved from theſe tyes of conſcience, to the loyal Clergy, the reverend Biſhops, and others in England, by any forced or paſſive taking of the Covenant in Scotland, For as no after Oath can vacate the juſt bond of a former, yet in [Page] force [...] So nor can any Oath, Vow, or Covenant, be lawfully taken or kept, that ſhall either pretend to abſolve a Prince, or any man from the moral obligations of Juſtice and duty to God or Man; or which ſhall oblige him to do any thing contrary to what is morally good, or legally juſt and due: If the Covenant be thus interpreted, and executed in an injurious and ſacrilegious ſenſe, (as ſome would have it) to ſtrip and ſpoil any one Biſhop, or other honeſt man of his eſtate, liberty, or honour, no way forfeited by him, it will become a band of ini­quity, a ſnare to ſin, and a burden for oppreſſion; And muſt needs be ſo far unlawful, by God and mans Laws, utterly null and void as to any obliga­tion upon the ſoul of any King or Subject.
Of the  [...] to the King and  [...] on to Epiſcopal  [...]rity eſtabliſhed by  [...] Law [...].§. But the Libeller very briſkly demands, ſup­poſing the Covenans to be againſt all Epiſcopacy, what is that to our Oathes of Allegiance and Suprema­cy? Can no man be true to Kings, but he that is for Biſhops? and thoſe that moſt eagerly deſtroyed Biſhops, made no bones to kill the King, and expel his Poſterity; Tis true indeed, thoſe that durſt buy Biſhops Lauds, did never ſtick at Kings; and yet we ſee many Covenanters were at laſt zealous for the King! &c. So Mr. Grafton, in a calmer way, ſayes, non conſtat; it appears not how there ſhould be any contradiction found between the Covenant (as againſt Epiſcopal Intereſts) and the Oaths of Allegi­ance and Supremacy.
Anſw. To both theſe Dr. Gauden replies, That if the Covenant be urged by a Presbyterian rigor, againſt the lawful Authority, juſt rights and pri­ſtine honor of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy (againſt which [Page] injurious and perfidious ſenſe Doctor Gauden con­tends) it is not onely to be ſuſpected, but ſo far flatly condemned, as unlawful; and diametrally thwarting former lawful Oaths of King and Subjects; beſides the rules of moral justice & common hon [...]ſty. 1. The Oath of Allegiance binds us to pay to the King all that duty, which by the Law we owe to him, both in active and paſſive obedience; which no Covenanter can duly perform, if by that Covenant he fancy himſelf bound againſt that part of the rule of his obedience; namely, the Laws which concern thoſe Governours, and that government of the Church, which is, and ought in all Conſcience and honour (for the main) to be eſtabliſhed in the way of Epiſcopacy; The rigid Anti-epiſcopal Covenanter ſeemed readier to deſtroy all Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, yea and all Kings with Monarchy, rather than obey Biſhops, and in them the King, according to Law; §. Which is evidently proved by the rigorous and riotous practices of thoſe hot-headed Covenanters, who made it their work to plunder and impriſon Biſhops, to rout and deſtroy them all, to exautorate them from all office in the Church as Biſhops, to cut off all ſuc­ceſſion, to tear from them their eſtates, houſes and lands, belonging to their perſons and dignity; In fine, to uſe, or rather abuſe grave, learned, godly, aged and moſt worthy men, ſo as was not ſit in a land of Righteouſneſſe to have uſed the meaneſt cobler; and all this commanded or done by ſuch as had taken the Oath of Allegiance to the King, to ſerve him faithfully and his Miniſters in Church and State, according to Law; He accordingly com­mands them to let Biſhops and the Laws for them [Page] continue as of right they ought; They labour might and main to overthrow both, in compliance to the Covenant, but in real contradiction to their Oath of Allegiance, bringing in, ſetting up, and obeying an Eccleſiaſtical and civil power, above yea and a­gainſt the King, and his laws yet in force.
§. And for the Oath of Supremacy, which binds the Subject to the agnition of, and ſubjection to that chief authority, which the King by Law hath in Eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil affairs, ſo far as con­cerns that externum dominium, policy, power, or Empire, which requires, enables, and protects every one in doing their place and duty, in things Spiri­tual or Eccleſiaſtical, as well as ſecular and civil; How can the Covenant conform to this Oath, if it be urged in ſuch a ſenſe againſt Epiſcopacy, and Bi­ſhops doing their duty, according to Law, that they ſhall not have any office, power, or eſtate left them as Biſhops; no nor the King either liberty or power to protect them, and their either rights or authority in the Church; Such ſenſe and practices doubtleſſe are diametrally oppoſite to the Oath of Supremacy, and ſet up a ſuperiour power above the King's, in things Eccleſiastical, not that of one in the Pope's of Rome, but that of the many Popeleſs men, of popular (Presbyterian or Independent) principles, who reſolved either to rule or ruine both King and People, Biſhops and Preſbyters, Church and Kingdom; I ſhall not need further to inſtance in the Oath of canonical obedience, by which Mini­ſters were bound in licitis & honeſtis to obey their Biſhops actively, and in other things to ſuffer with­out ſedition or faction againſt their office and au­  [...]hority.
[Page]
§. Either (then) reduce the Covenant to ſuch a ſenſe as is ſubordinate to theſe Oaths and duties in them enjoyned, to Biſhops, to the rule, and to God, which will end the controverſie; or elſe confeſſe theſe ſuperfetations of any novel leagues, vowes, and covenants, repugnant to former lawful oaths, muſt ſo far as ſuch, be neceſſarily null and void in law and conſcience, without any charge of manifeſt blaſphemie, which the ridiculous Libeller vaunts, but proves not at all.
§. Declare then (O you moderate Presbyterians) and you ſober Covenanters, your loyal quieſcency under Epiſcopacy, in its juſt authority, of which the Laws are the moſt impartial Judges; let the Biſhops and other Church-men have their rights of eſtate and honour reſtored, as is by Laws of God and man due; Dr. Gauden will no more moleſt you, or your Covenant; He ſhall be glad to ſee that fulfilled which the lewd Libeller is forced, page 7. to confeſſe, That the Covenant is ſo far from any ſenſe or intention to extirpate any Epiſcopacy They are forced to bring the Co­venant to Epiſcopacy. that is truly Apoſtolick and Primitive, agreeable to ſound doctrine, and the power of godlineſſe, that it plainly includes, rather a binding of all Covenanters to endeavour by all lawful wayes to procure it, (which ſeems alſo the ſenſe of Mr. Grafton in his ſober mode.)
§. O aurea & bracteata ſententia, O well ſpoken, but moſt unworthy the mouth or pen of ſuch a putid Libeller, ſuch an unautoritative Anonymus! It is as a jewel in a Swines ſnout; Mr. Grafton; I believe, may mean honeſtly, but the Libeller is a droll, and will equivocate, by his if there be any ſuch Epiſcopacy &c. He will never eſteem any Epiſcopacy primitive, [Page] which is not pure, and perſecuted; For the Anatomiſt is ſuch a ſworn friend, ſervant and ſlave to the Sacril [...]gious Dr. Burges, that he will never conſent, that there ſhall ever be ſuch an Epiſcopacy procured by his covenanting help, which will de­prive Dr. Burges of his pleaſant Biſhops Lands and Houſes.
The  [...].  [...] Nor dare this falſe and imp  [...]dent Libeller, ſhew his  [...], and deny, but we had in the Church of England ſaving the bonds and diſtreſſes of pri­mitive Biſhops, which of late years have alſo be­faln ours) ſuch Biſhops as every way equaled thoſe of the firſt 300. years, and thoſe of the next  [...]. moſt flouriſhing time of the Church; yea, and the Epiſcopacy ſetled in the Church of England, was for the main of the ends, offices, u­ſes, power and authority, ſuch as all antiquity de­ſcribes to us: This Anatomiſt like a varlet, is con­cerned to defame all our Biſhops, and all our loyal Epiſcopal Government, becauſe they might poſſi­bly have ſome decent Cuſtoms, civil Priviledges, and outward Ornaments different from thoſe Pri­mitive Biſhops; but they had the ſame ſubſtance: Their nature, gifts, grace, authority, office, uſe and ends the ſame, though in ſome outward cir­cumſtances they might vary.
§ Which truth, if this ſcurrilous Libeller can be ignorant of, as he pretends by his if, let him aſk his Dr. Burges, an Epiſcopal Divine of old, ordained, poſſibly confirmed by Biſhops, more than once (I ſuppoſe) ſworn to Biſhops, as own­ing and ſubmitting to their lawful power; which ſo grave and learned a Doctor would not have done [Page] ſure, meerly to gain a brace of good livings, if hee had not in his conſcience, as well as in his writings heretofore juſtified that ancient Epiſcopacy which was Establiſhed by laws in England; Sure the man though a Sacrilegiſt, is not (yet) ſuch a through pa [...]'d Apoſtate as to have renounced his Epiſcopal Or­dination, and in ſtead of Biſhops Palms to have fallen under Presbyterian fiſts; nor could this Dr. Burges (an oracle ſure to this Libeller) be ſo blind a buzzard as to ſee in all England no other quiet ſober and prudent Biſhop but Dr. Juxon of London; A [...]n [...]t Page 1 [...]. did none preach, write, live, do the duty of a Biſhop but only He? Tis well if that bleſſed Prelate, (whom the Libeller dare own with reſpect) con­tinue ſtill in his and Dr. Burges favour, now he is Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury; But poſſibly his Lord­ſhip may do Dr. Burges as good turns (in ſome other way equivalent to compurgation) as he did when he was Biſhop of London; The truth is, that venerable Prelate was ever thought of a mild gentle temper, and poſſibly had not a whip ſmart enough for the back of ſome petulant and wanton Aſſes who are prone now unſeaſonably to fawn upon him, rather to his reproach than his honour.
§. Beſides all this, which is juſtly reflected upon the Covenant, as (in ſome mens ſence inconſiſtent with the Oath, of Allegiance and Supremacy, The practice of many Co­venanters cau [...]e of the oaths of Al­legiance and Supremicy. by which Subjects are bound to obey as well, as own the Kings lawfull Authority in Church and State) there wanted not, as I formerly touched, even thoſe who found out limitations, yea and pleaded diſpenſati­ons by the antiquity of the Covenant, for their ſworn Allegiance to preſerve the King; for they pinched up their duty to this point, not in their own, but [Page] in his Majeſties preſervation of true Religion, of which if they and their faction judged the King to fayle, in what ſence ſo ever they took true Religion, Actum eſt de fidelitate, they had power to give by the Covenant a bill of divorce to their Allegiance; yea that the King perſiſted to preſerve Biſhops and their both Office and eſtates in England, they would exclaim, he did not preſerve true Religion, which was only to be kept in the new cask of Presbytery and Independency; The old veſſel of Epiſcopacy they pretended was ſo weak and decayed, that there was no mending it; indeed they had a mind to fill their Terces and Runlets, out of that Tun, and to draw out all the Sweet of authority, riches and honour, which they knew had for many ages (as the wine in the tun of Heidelberg) been preſerved, with­out being ever quite exhauſted; But the miſery was, not onely theſe new veſsels brake, as unable to hold the Spirits of the old wine, but the good wine it ſelf of Church Government was at length ſo ſpils and waſted, as to its priſtine virtue and ſpirit, that it came to nothing, nor can ever recover its vigor, till refunded into its priſtine conſiſtence of Epiſc [...]pal authority and eminency, aſiſted by the pre­ſence and counſel of grave and ſelect Presbyters.
§. For the Oath of canonical obedience,Of the oath of Canonical obedience. it was not the invention or injunction of Biſhops, as is pretended, but of the ſupreme authority in this Nation, and binding no further then things lawfull by Gods and mans Law. Its force muſt needs con­tinue upon the takers as obligatory to ſuch obedi­ence and ſubmiſſion to Biſhops; nor can ye after Covenant either diſſolve that oath or abſolve the [Page] ſworn Clergy from the duties of it, to be performed in due time and place as required of them; The Libeller indeed gapes as wide, and ſtrains as ſore to caſt up this Oath and clear himſelf wholly of it, as the Whale did when he caſed its maw of Jonah; but in vaine; for inſtead of reaſoning againſt the oath (which could not but be Lawfull, ſince limited to licita et honeſta, and by lawfull authority impoſed, he falls a rayling like an inſolent fellow, not only againſt our Biſhops, the worſt of which was much his better, but of all our late epiſcopacy which he labours moſt paſſionately to be rid of; becauſe indeed to that legal and Evangelical Epiſcopacy be­longed of right the Lands and Houſes which his Dr. Burges hath ſo good a ſhare in.
§. Thus having only ſpit at, but not diſputed any thing againſt that oath, with which its pro­bable he was more then once ſworn; He very po­litickly, as a drunkard doth his ſnuffs, caſts away that oath, with a farewell ſuch an oath; This is the complement of a ſoul not much concerned in any oath, which he hath once lawfully taken, as that all were to be ſlighted but this Covenant; But oaths once lawfully taken, are not ſo eaſily ſhaken of; They ſtick faſter upon conſcience, than the ſhackels on priſoners leggs, or deſerved brands on the hands and foreheads of perjurious Apoſtates and fellonious ſacrilegiſts.
§. To the laſt Sceptical queſtion which in this paragraph the Libeller makes (with hopes to encourage the legiſlative power, Of Power in Parliaments of England, to aboliſh Epiſcopacy. to change Govern­ment by Biſhops) which will be much to the ad­vantage of his Friend Dr. Burges who hath ſought [Page] to change the property of Biſhops eſtates; Dr. Gau [...]n [...] anſwer it, firſt he ſhould have done plain­ly and honeſtly to have ſtayd his Sacrilegious pur­chaſ [...] till the L [...]gi [...]lative Power had indeed changed the Government by Epiſcopacy, which is not yet done; and ſo what is done without it, is not lawfull.  [...]. What the power of Parliaments, the King, Lords, & Commons, it, Dr. Gauden will not diſpute; But this he peremtorily determines, that they have no prudent morall religions and lawfull power to change an An [...]ient univerſal and excellent Government by Biſhops to any that is as new and Schiſmatical, ſo far worſe and unſuitable to England every way. Chriſtian Kings and their Parliaments are obliged to the Laws of God, and Rules of Chriſtian piety and polity too, of which the whole Church in its Primitive example and conſtant cuſtome is the beſt interpreter; as no legiſlative power is empowred by Gods Laws to br ng in Hereſie and errour, & ſuper­ſtition; ſo nor Schiſm, faction or confuſion by cauſeleſly wuding, or taking from the eſſentials of ſound doctrine and Chriſtian communion, ever owned and maintained in the Church of Chriſt; Nor is this cenſure any condemning of the Churches of Chriſt, which have layd as he pretends. Epiſcopacy aſide, For they are few, if any of good eſteem, that have done ſo, by choiſe, but only pleading the excuſe of neceſity, where either popular prejudices, or Princes covetouſneſs and averſneſse will not per­mit the Churches under them to have ſuch Biſhops and Epiſcopacy as they do approve, deſire and prefer before any other Government, if they could obtain it.
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§. Which judgement and vote of the beſt re­formed Churches wanting Biſhops, frees them from the guilt of Schiſm, or factions and voluntary ſepa­ration from the Catholick cuſtome, or Epiſcopal Communion, which they venerate and preſerve to­ward thoſe Reformed Churches, which as England and many others, preſerve the priſtine governm [...]nt of Epiſcopacy, which the power of Parliaments in England may reform; but (I humbly conceive) they cannot de jure, of right, with honour, prudence, and conſcience, ruine, or extirpate, ſince no Religion or Reaſon can ever make it either neceſſary or convenient ſo to do; Nor can the Covenant (which hath no legiſlative authority on it) pretend a power ſo to do; nor ought its meaning and intent to be ſo urged, contrary to the duty of Subjects to their Kings, and of Presbyters to their Biſhops, and of p [...]ople to both; which was that Dr. Gauden had proved at firſt, in order to reconcile the Covenant with E­piſcopacy.
§. And this may ſuffice for a reply to both theſe Inquiſitions, O [...] Epiſcopa­  [...]  [...] p [...]imi­tive and Ca­th [...]lick. as to the weak and Pleocian re-party, they make againſt Dr. Gaudens ſeventh jealouſie, that if the Covenant ſounds wholly Anti-epiſcopal, it will ſavour ſtrongly as Schiſmatical, that is, needleſſe ſe­paration from Catholick cuſtome and Commu­nion.
§. The jealouſies of Romes challenging the name of Catholick, are popular and impertinent; For that Church may have, and truly hath, ſome things ſo Catholick and Chriſti [...]n in it, as will make thoſe both unchriſtian and Antichriſtian, who upon no other ground reject them; It is no Magiſtery but [Page] ſober Truth becomes a Miniſter of Chriſt, to aſſert the univerſal Tradition, both of judgement and practice, ever eminent in the Church of Chriſt, as to the uſe and authority of Epiſcopal government, as well as of Infant-Baptiſm, the Lords day, and the Scripture canon; Nor is the Notion of Epiſco­pal authority obſcure, what it means, as Mr. Grafton pretends; All Hiſtories of the Church clear it, nor was either Dr. Reynolds, Biſhop Ʋſher, Mr. Calvin, Biſhop Jewel, Lanchy, Diodate or Blundel againſt it, as to ordination, confirmation, and juriſdiction, as managed principally by Biſhops, even from the Apoſtles daies, without any inſtance of any ſetled Church without them; not as Maſters and Lords, but as Paſtors, Bre­thren, and Fathers, over the ſeveral degrees of Preſ­byters and People; till the loubelling Libeller doth prove to the contrary, he muſt be eſteemed by Dr. Gauden, magnus Apollyon, a meer Abaddon, a cruel Schiſmatick, ſeeking to deſtroy an excellent part of the Churches policy, honour, order, and government, which Epiſcopacy and Biſhops ever were, not in an equivocal and levelling ſenſe, to confound Biſhops and Presbyters by a ſilly Logomachy, or cavil of names, but by a real, and rational difference of place, ho­nour, office, authority, and uſe in the Church of Chriſt, which no learned man can doubt of, nor ingenuous man deny.
§. The eighth difficulty which Dr. Gauden urged as to ſome mens dangerous reſtriction of the Cove­nant, Queſtioning the Cove­nant to a ſenſe  [...]cial and lawful. ſeems to preſſe heavy on both the Anatomiſt and the Analeptiſt; neither of them can deny what is affirmed by Dr. Gauden, that nothing can bind in ſuch Covenants, but that which is materially law­ful [Page] in them; this binds by the private perſonal and ſpontaneous ſuſception, although there be not any publick lawful authority impoſing, which the Cove­nant wants, and ſo it hath no publick and national or ſucceſſional obligation, which juſt decerning of what is moral and judicial, in ſoro externo and interno, va­lid and obligatory, if the Libeller had had the wit to diſti [...]guiſh, and the honeſty to own, he would not have cryed out of jugling, an Art in which he is well skilled; If any man have a mind to take the Covenant even now, he may do it upon his pri­vate ſatisfaction, as to the matter and ſenſe of it; but ſure there is no Magiſtrate in England, who by any Law can require it of him, as a publick impo­ſition; If the Libeller be yet blind, ſure his noſe hangs in his light.
§. Little Mr. Grafton Mr. Graftons  [...]gor againſt the whole Hierarchy of the Church of England. here after ſome ſhuffling and confuſion (as is his cuſtome in arguing) definitively reſolves (as if he had been in the boſom of thoſe that firſt compoſed the Covenant) that it expreſly binds againſt the very form and Fabrick of the late Hierarchy, by Laws eſtabliſhed in England, and not againſt its abuſes, exceſſes, or defects onely; as if the integral conſtitution of the Church, as Epiſcopal, were to be quite pulled down, and a new form eſta­bliſhed, of his and other good mens modelling; This is to ſpeak out, true-blew high Presbyterian language, without any lisp or Sibboleth.
§. But good Mr. Grafton, if abuſes, exceſſes, and defects of our Epiſcopal former conſtitution or exe­cution be reformed, what can remain but the good, which you ſay is fit to be uſed? Can any man with judgement and Conſcience covenant againſt the [Page] good, and carry on his endeavours againſt it, which he muſt do, who will go beyond the abuſes and luxuriances (as ſome more moderate conſine their ſenſe of the Covenant, in their anſwer to the Kings late Declaration) but who ſhall judge of what is good and in to be retained and uſed? ſure Mr. Graf­ton and hi [...] fraternity intend to be the cenſors. What if the Supream power do judge the Fabrick of Epiſcopacy for the main to be very good, (and ſure they did ſo, when they ſo long retained and eſta­bliſhed it by many laws) How dare any conſcien­tious  [...]ovenanter go about to extirpate it (in caſe they diſlike the whole frame) further than to pray and petition, if he be unſatisfied? which petitioning Covenanter would never have hurt Biſhops, nor got away their eſtates. If Mr. Grafton be cured of his diſeaſes, is it not enough to juſtifie his Phyſician? Muſt his whole body be taken in pieces, codled and par-boyled, as Mede [...] did Jaſons, or he will not believe himſelf healed▪ This is ſo wild and violent a fancy as I am ſorry to find in a perſon pretending to diſ­cretion; for this is to engage the begot Covenanters never to be quiet in the point of Epiſcopal gov [...]rn­ment; if any name or thing remains, they will ſtill cry This is none of the good materials, this is part of the old Fabrick, which we covenanted to deſtroy; §. Sure if the Covenant and Covenanters be capable of no  [...]ofter ſenſe, they will hardly be reconciled to that Epiſcopacy, which the wiſe and good Laws of England had eſtabliſhed, agreeable to Primitive and Catholick patterns; Hence they will be ever either pragmatical, to bring in their own new forms, of repugnant and reſtive againſt that which now is, [Page] and for the main ever will I hope be as beſt, eſta­bliſhed in the Church by the Kings and Parliam [...]nts and Convocations of England, who may as ſoon hope to fit the Moon with a coat, as to ſuit Church g [...]vernment to ſuch mens proud and pragmatick fancies, who dare not onely to diſpute, but to dictate to their ſuperiors and betters both in Church and State, what they would have aboliſhed, and what preſerved; This is not the modeſty of, the ſober Presbyterians, who I am ſure are much diſpoſed to, and deſirous of Epiſcopal government, with its due regulations, and legal adminiſtrations; but it is ra­ther the impatient ambition of levelling, ſeditious and unquiet ſpirits, who never think any thing well done, till they have quite undone all; as the Taylor that ſnipt the Welſt-mans ſuit at laſt into a button; §. Nor would Mr. Grafton have adventured with as little reaſon as modeſty and moderation,Mr Graftons dictatorian preſu [...]ption in Church government againſt his Maieſties judgement and practice. thus far to have expreſſed the deſign of his rigid party, if he and they had not preſumed more of the Kings indulgence, than of his judgement, which ſurely prefers Epiſcopacy before any other way of Church government, as his actions proclaim, in ma­king and tranſlating and confirming Biſhops; The juſtifica­tion of the Kings judge­ment and pratice in point of E­piſcopacy. For which action worthy of a Chriſtian King, and a nu [...]ſing Father of the Church, his Majeſty hath the great examples and good conſciences no leſſe than policy of his excellent Father, his learned Grandfather, the renowned Q. Elizabeth, the religious and firſt re­forming King Edward, yea all our firſt Martyrly re­formers, all following Parliaments; yea all the pra­ctices of all Chriſtian Kings and Emperours of elder and later ages, yea of all the Fathers of the Church, [Page] and of all Chriſtian Churches from the beginning, in all ages and places (as in England) to this day; yea and doubtleſs he hath the inſtitution of Chriſt, in the 17. and 70. Alſo the practice of the great A­poſtles who were chief occumenical Biſhops, and of their ſucceſſors, ſtill principal Biſhops, above and beſides Presbyters, and this in the very times of ſome of the Apoſtles, and by their appointment, as Biſhop Ʋſher and others prove out of the teſti­monies of the ancients; yea and his Majeſty hath the pattern and proportion of divine policy, in the old Teſtament and Church of the Jews, agreeable to the tenour of the word of the God, who is a God of wiſdom, order, and good government, as well as of truth, beſides the conſiderations of the preſent want of that Government, the inconſiſtence of any other, with Englands laws and tempers.
§. After all which great and innumerable ad­vantages, the late rudeneſſe and ruines, the tra­gedies and confuſions which have followed its ab­ſence, all which are ſufficient to eſtabliſh the Kings Conſcience, and haſten his prone care to reſtore Epiſcopacy and its rights) it were further a ſtrange and pittiful degrading of his Royal Majeſty, if inſtead of maintaining learned, grave, and worthy Biſhops according to Law, to be honourable fathers and Governours of the Church under him, and if inſtead of his own Supream and Sacred Honour, to be (as his pious predeceſſors were) a nurſing Father of theſe Fathers, and their obedient Sons his Clergy, to make himſelf a ward and minor to ſome petty Presbyters, and their juncto's or claſſes, who neither in preaching nor praying, many of them do own [Page] the Kings Supremacy, becauſe themſelves it ſeems affect ſuch a ſupream Church government and diſci­pline of Jeſus Chriſt, as muſt by them be managed above, yea without and againſt the King, if need be; which old leaven, and ambitious principle of unruly Spirits long ago diſcovered, and of late violently managed even to blood, his Majeſty ſhall do well then to nouriſh, when he hath a mind to be a Subject to his Subjects, yea and the very bran of them; men moſt-what of the courſeſt Plebeian, and rudeſt Spirits, who are not to be won by good words, or convinced by fair diſputes, but they muſt be ruled with a rod of iron, that juſt ſeverity of power, which God and the Law have put into his Majeſties hands; For if he ſtill aſk ſome mens crowing brains, how he ſhall rule Church and State, they will ne­ver reſolve him, till after many odd and new eſſays, they have diſſolved all into Anarchy and confuſion again, as his late Majeſty and all our miſerable ex­periences have taught all honeſt and wiſe men to their coſt.
§. If Mr. Grafton and his rigid covenanting Preſ­byters be of theſe ſevere Principles,The vain and proud ſeverity of Mr. Grafton. and caſtigating reſolutions, if theſe be his rods for Kings and Bi­ſhops, they ſhould do well to find out another En­gland, for out of old England they have not yet, nor are like in haſt to drive out Epiſcopacy and Bi­ſhops, as they ſometimes hoped, either by the Scotch ſword, which at laſt wounded themſelves, or by the rankneſſe and rigor of the Covenant, whoſe ſenſe it ſeems they have a mind to raiſe to an hangouſt, beyond what others of more moderate ſpirits and palato [...] deſire or deſign.
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§. This juſt rebuke I thought fit in charit [...] to uſe, not only to repreſs the pertnes and petulancy of this Presbyterian diſtemper, which dares yet to threaten, whether the King and Parliament will or no, a demolition and deſtruction to the whole frame of our priſtine Epiſcopacy (which for the main was excellent (as appears in the reformatio legum Eccleſiaſticarum in Anglia; prepared in Edward the  [...]. dayes. Alſo in Dr. Coſins his learned Tables de­dicated to King James, beſides our long happy experience of Gods bleſſings to Church and State by it and under it;) But alſo in vindication of his Majeſties Supremacy, and the whole Nations liberty, which muſt not now after ſo long a ſtorme be by obſcure and petty Presbyters expoſed a new to ſuch dangers and diſtractions, as ſome Fanatick Innovators threatens to Church and State, under pretence (for­ſooth) of a Covenant, which hath no legal ſtamp of humane authority on it, nor yet of any moral or divine precept, unleſs its ſenſe be hon [...]ſtly, humbly, & obedintially reduced to that which agrees to the Law of God and of this Kingdome, concluding o­bed [...]ence to the King and all Lawfull ſuperiors un­der him and ſo to Biſhops in all things, not moral­ly contrary to the Word of God; For Political Ce­remonial and Circumſtantial variations, do break no ſquares, nor make things inconſiſtent, either with Gods Word, or a good Conſcience; where God hath left Liberty and Authority to his Church and the chief governours of it, Kings or Biſhops to order things as they ſhall judge moſt decent and convenient, for the publick good and peace of Church and State.
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§. Both which (beyond all peradventure) as to your Order, Dignity, Honour and Happineſſe, are not to be contrived or maintained in England by any way of Church government, ſave that of regular Epiſcopacy, which will effectually do the good work deſired by all honeſt men, and all loyal Covenanters; If the Church be but furniſhed with ſuch Biſhops, and they with ſuch honour and autho­rity, as well as prudence, induſtry and modera­tion as are neceſſary for the great ends of Church government, alſo for the diſtempers of the times, and the expectation of all good men, who are as weary of Schiſmes, as of civil warrs: And are no more concerned in the Scotch Presbytery, than the Scots Covenanters are in the Engliſh Epiſ­copacy.
§. Having thus a little ſtrapped the ſweetneſſe of Mr. Grafton, and muzled the mouth of the bark­ing, and as he thinks, biting Libeller. Dr. Gau­den comes to the ninth reflection;D [...]. Gaudens 9th reflecti­on vindica­ted a [...] to the Scriptural ſtrength of the Cove­nant. which affirms, that the Scripture Authority, recommends to us but one grand religious moral Covenant; and this never taken by people, but either by Gods immedi­ate command, or renewed and infuſed after the Publick loſſes and Apoſtaſies of times, either by the command of the ſupreme power, as by ſome Prophet immediately ſent from God, and working Miracles: None of which either,  [...] to divine miſ­ſion, or the Kings commiſſion, can be alleaged for the Covenant, ſo as to make it of  [...]ublique Religi­ous Authority.
§. Here the rabbid Libeller un [...]ppily opens with the fo [...] words of Harlot, and Whore, with whoſe [Page] manners probably he may be long acquainted, their names are ſo near his tongue and pen, as if he had compurgated more then once; There he calls Dr. Gauden a deceiver and proves it, becauſe, Joſ. 9.15. There was a civil or politick covenant made betwixt the Princes of Iſrael and the Gibeoni­tes without Joſhuas privity at firſt. §. For anſwer, I muſt ask where is the forehead of this ſophiſter? So there might be many hundred ſecular and humane covenants or civil Leagues between Nations, Kings and Kingdoms, as in Davids and Solomons times, which yet were no ſacred, new or or renewed Religious National Covenants, which the body politick, or ſome parts of it, took with­out the head or chief Governour; The thing that the Libeller muſt prove, or elſe he is the de­ceiver.
§. Another Eſſay he hath to prove, there were ſe­veral other Religious Covenants, beſides that one in which God engaged his people to himſelf, & himſelf to them, is from Jer. 50.5. Where his concordance ſhewing him the word Covenant, he preſently fancies a new one of different kind, when that was but an humble and penetential renewing of that firſt and onely holy Covenant wherewith the people of Iſrael were engaged to God, and God to them, upon their keeping his Covenant; Nor is the word Covenant in all the old Teſtament uſed in the plurall number, there being but one ever given or owned by the one, and only true God.
§. After this the Libeller talks of his omitting ſundry other covenants, which he can no where find, but in his ficticious fancy; And  [...]th the [Page] cavilling impudence to deny that Moſes under God was King in Jeſurun, that is ſupreme in civil Power and Adminiſtration under God,;Libel. Page 15. At laſt he turns Cat in pan, and confeſſeth there was but on [...] legal Covenant which included all the moral, poti­tical and ceremonial appointments of God; as cir­cumciſion, Paſſover, ſacrifices, Temple, feſtivals, &c. Yet he brings in theſe particulars as diſtinct and oft renewed Covenants, which is not to argue againſt any thing, but his own folly and impudence, for all theſe belong to that one legal Covenant, as much as his fingers and ears belong to his body or head; But the Libeller was only to vapour and ſophiſticate, nor hath he any better ware in his budget.
§. Mr. Graf. Grafton Page 2 [...]. here runs in a calmer, but not clearer ſtream, than the Libeller; And deſires a demon­stration to prove that, that one compleat and grand Covenant once given by God to the Jews, was the onely rule and dictate of what matter they ſhould Covenant; He may as well ask a Demonſtration to prove, there is but one God, and one true Religi­on for the ſubſtance and main, and this one God the Author of this one Religion; All which are con­feſſed by all, but Athiſts and Polytheiſts, if he means as to the lameneſs of the words formably uſed in their renewing this Covenant, either by re­pentings of their Apoſtacy, or repeated celebrations of it, it needs no anſwer, the queſtion is ſo frivolous; for all they did or ſaid as to variety of expreſſions or circumſtances, did not, nor could not alter that our divinely given Covenant, but were confined to it, and morally meaſured by it; For it included all moral duties to God and man.
[Page]
§. Their private Covenants and ſpontan [...]ous  [...] alſo had their Rules and limits, as well as force & vigour, from this being void if repugnant to it, or firm if conſonant with it; So that Mr. Grafton may as well ſeek for more Sons th [...]n one, as more Covenants moral and religious appointed by God, whoſe name is one.
 [...] Nor had there needed ſuch variety of compo­ſures, ſuch heaps and cumulations of 666. words in this new Scotch Covenant, if all men had intended ſimply Gods one truly Covenant, there needed as more than to have obliged our ſelves to live ac­cording to the word of God, and the Laws of the Land; But theſe generals would not ſerve ſome mens deſignes who muſt down with Biſhops, and others with Kings, to get their eſtates and power; Againſt neither of which any word of God com­mands us no Covenant, but to ſubmit to and obey them, ſo that neither the particular matter of the Covenant nor the phraſe and form or words, are either expreſſed or warranted by the word of God, (as Mr. Grafton affirms) if it be not reduced to ſuch a moral and juſt ſenſe, as becomes honeſt men, good Chriſtians and loyal ſubjects; The firſt may not by Gods word do injury to any man, and ſo not to Biſhops, who have been and were in England the beſt of men. The ſecond cannot Schiſmatiſe from the Catholick uſe and cuſtom of all the Churches of Chriſt (and his own particular) in things conform to Chriſts word. The third can­not rudely reſolve and Covenant to alter the Laws of the Land, good or bad, without and againſt the will of the King; Unleſs the Covenant be turned [Page] to theſe three harmonies Dr. Gauden cannot look up­on it in its matter, forme or authority, as other than the petty compoſure of a few pragmatical  [...]oli [...] ­tians compared to the grandure of this Church and ampleneſs of this Kingdome; Tis certain, neither King nor Biſhop, neither full and free Parliament, nor national Synod or Convention, ever either in­vented or compoſed or impoſed this Covenant. §. Nor can there be any thing in it conſiderable as to conſcience, further than ſome mens, & all theſe but ſubject, private, perſonal, and ſpontaneous, de­claring before God the ſenſe of their duty to God and man, which they profeſſed as in Gods preſence they would endeavour to perform, as became them, with in the bounds of Gods and mans Laws; How this could bind or enable any men to do what ſome have done, and ſtill deſire to do violently, in­juriouſly, ſacrilegiouſly, againſt the excellent Biſhops and the whole Eccleſiaſtical ſtate of this Church of England, I cannot ſee, nor Mr. Grafton neither, though he put on his Presbyterian Spectacles, made a [...] Edinbrough; As for the Libeller and Dr. Burges, they have ſo many great Beams and ſtones of Biſhops and Deans-houſes in their eyes, ſo much of their Earth and Lands in their hearts, that there is no ex­pecting any right reaſon or Religion from them, till their fat hearts be made leaner, and their heavy purſes ſomthing lighter.
§. The next cavil made againſt Dr. Gaudens juſt reflection upon the Covenant,Of the A­p [...]ſtacy of the Church of England ſupp ſed by the Libeller and ſome Covenanters as a thing no way neceſſary to be ſet up with ſo much Religious pomp and ſolemnity, as that it were a National re­turn (after Apoſtacy) either to the true God, or to the true Religion as Chriſtian and reformed, [Page] or to the true worſhip of him, which affection is moſt evident falſe, and none but ſuch ignorant he [...], o [...] impudent faces, or factious ſpirits, or fanatick fanci [...]s, as this Libeller, can charge the Church of England to have in any ſuch way Apoſt­atized either in it [...] Kings, or its Parliaments, or its Synods, or its Biſhops, or its Clergy, or its people, by any either explicite decree, and verbal, de­claration of ſuch a defection, or by any tacite and general pra [...]tice owned by them, and ſo meriting other the cenſure of a National Apoſtacy, or the antidote of ſ [...]ch an unnational and Illegal C [...]venant; nor can any but an ingratefull fire-brand call it as the bl [...]ſing of an Idol, Dr. Gaudens ble [...]ſing of the true God, for his great mercy in keeping this Church and Kingdoms from any Publique Apoſtacy, againſt which the laſt Convocation moſt eminently declared againſt Idolatry, Superſtition or Popery.  [...]. The truth is, it was not the healing of any ſuſpect­ed or feared Apoſtacy, from the true Reformed Religion of the Church of England, whoſe Do­ctrine, devotion and Church Diſcipline is the ſame it was at firſt Reformation, which kind­led and blew up our fires, but rather an Impatient deſire of ſome men to bring in (as Cacus did H [...]r­cules to his Oxen) their long deſired, and long by Law obſtructed novilties in Church and State; This was the ( [...]) formative and ex [...]cutive  [...]ower, prevailing in many mens minds, to bring in and ſet up that Covenant, after they had by correſpondence with ſome of the Scots of the Presbyterian party, invited them into the ſame ends. Add. [...] A. A. Dr. Gauden denies not, but ſome Clergy men in Place and Power were ſeemingly [Page] very ſtudious (and it may be leſs diſcreetly) to advance the outward decency, reverence and ſolemnity of (as they thought) Gods houſe, worſhip and ſervice, beyond what was either by Law en­joyned or gen [...]rally obſerved in former times; what their hearts and intents were, he leaves to God; Nor did himſelf heretofore want his vulgar jealouſie, while at a greater diſtance from their de­clared judgements; But for their doctrine and their outward Publique Actions or Injunctions, as to any things of ceremonious uſe and obſervance, either  [...]ey had the Articles, Laws, Canons and con­ſtant cuſtoms of this Church and Nation to defend what they did hold or preach, renew and require, or elſe they were eaſily to be checked and repreſ­ſed, yea and puniſhed too, according to Law, for any thing Hetrodox inverting or variating from the rule; And this might have been done without any ſuch ſhaking 3. Kingdoms, and putting all into the convulſions, Agonies and pains of a travelling Woman, only to bring forth Presbytery to the ſecundine of this abortive of Covenant, which if it have all the due features and parts, matter & form of a ſacred and ſolemn National Covenant, in judgement, truth and righteouſneſſe, yet ſure it had neither its full time nor due Authority, nor can it well tell who was its firſt Father; ſure enough they were no very great Grandees though it in­vited ſome ſuch to be its godfathers, but indeed the King ſhould have been at the Chriſtning. §. Nor was there any need or haſt of ſuch an Engine, either to demoliſh wholly (as Mr. Grafton tells us the Plot was) the frame of this Church Government, which [Page] was and is Epiſcopal, or to bring in in paſt-haſt with fire and ſword, the rarity of rank Presbytrie, and its conſequents or train, either a popular purity in Church and State, or a many-headed popery; After theſe red and pale horſes, followed the black h [...]rſe of poverty and meanneſs in the Clergy, Sacri­ledge and robbery in the people, of Anarchy, confu­ſion and pr [...]phaneneſs in all. This contempt of the ref [...]r [...] Biſhops, Clergy and Religion in England was indeed the high way to Popery.
§. But the  [...]beller, to ſeem learned and zealous, rather than ſilly and malicious, charges, at a venture ſundry Biſhops,  [...] The L [...]el­le [...]  [...] and  [...] upon  [...]  [...]ſh [...]ps. for falling off to too much Popery (as if he could tolerate ſome in them) both in doctri­nal [...] and d [...]voti [...]nals; It ſufficeth him to calumniate many, to inſtance in no one perſon, or point; only he calls to witneſs very gravely their Armini­an tenets▪ againſt which ſome Papiſts he ſ yes, by hear ſay do write, and ſo do ſome others, as Fran­  [...]iſ [...]ans and Jeſuites write for them, yea and ſome, may moſt learned Lutherans; But what is Arminius to Popery, Or to the Covenant? he lived, diſ­puted, and died at a great diſtance from Rome, in a way of Presbyterian diſcipline, and in com­munion with thoſe Covenanters who were firſt called by themſel [...]e [...] the Gu [...]ſes; All which re­lations may poſſibly move this Libeller to be of Ar­min u [...] his party, whoſe opin [...]ons as to the true ſtate of the controverſies (the difficulties pro & con, the d [...]nger of engaging too far for or againſt, either proudly to leſſen the neceſſity and efficacy of Gods grace, or fatally to confine the liberty of induſtry of mans will, where the underſtanding is by the [Page] outward means rationally, yea religiouſly en­lightned and morally moved. Theſe and other intricacies which have an holy depth, and high ſub­limity in them, capable to humble the moſt learned and acute diſputers, while they ſee themſelves aſſaulted by ſo many pregnant Scriptures on either ſide) I am confident, neither this Libeller nor his Dr. Burges (as great a Sophiſter and as little a Scholar as he appears) do well underſtand; nor can ſuch buck-ſters of holy things, ſuch purcha­ſers of Biſhops Lands and deſtroyers of their houſes, Such circulaters and crafty Merchants in the Church have leiſure to ſtudy or ſound the profundity of thoſe controverſies, wherein few of the ancient Fa­thers were reſolute, and St. Auſtin himſelf hardly reconcileth himſelf; §. Dr. Gauden here thinks it modeſty and wiſdom to be magiſterially of no ſide, till he can clear the incumberances, or juſtifie the hard conſequences of either; And for this brace of ſworn Brethren, the Libeller and Dr. Burges, you may truſt them, they will never much advance or depreſſe any ſide, either by their reputation or their diſputation; Arminius is out of the reach of their darts, though they may ſhoot at him with their fools bolts.
§. But the Libeller boggles terribly at Altars, Tapers, Candles, with &c. that is, one knows not what, as if our reformed Religion were to be ſacrificed on thoſe Altars, or  [...]ables of the Lord, which antiquity, as in Tertullians time long before Popery, ſo called by either name, and greatly reverenced, not for their own ſakes, but for relation to that ſacred myſterie of Chriſts body and bloud in the Euchariſt, [Page] for which ſolemnity they ſerved: He ſtares at thoſe Tapers and Candl [...], as if they would preſently ſet all Religion on fire, which were never lighted that I ſaw in the Church of England, but in the want of the Sun  [...]light and were anciently ſet unlighted on the ( [...]) Lords Table, in memory of thoſe (Antel [...]ans  [...]) early morning, or midnight com­munions, which poor Chriſtians had in time of per­ſecution, when they were forced to uſe Lamps or Candles, and were as falſly accuſed for a Dogs pulling down the Taper, and ſo putting it out, when he skipped at a cruſt, in order to make a more modeſt way in the dark to Chriſtians promiſcuous luſts, as this Libeller charges by a cavine impudence ſund [...]y Biſhops, for falling off to too much Popery, becauſe they retained theſe things, as they found them of ancient ornamental cuſtome in the Cathedrals of England, and in the Kings Chappel Royal: The man ſhould do well at next barking bout, to tell how much Popery he allowes as enough, and what he blames as too much, or whether he thinks all Popery that is held or done by the Papiſts.
§. But to allay (not gratifie) the popularity and petula [...] of this Libeller, Dr. Gauden denies not, &c. vide A. A.
§. Nor can the rigid Covenanters, who rant ſo againſt Prelacy, The Co [...]e­  [...]  [...] or  [...] againſt P [...]e [...]b [...]t [...]  [...] Prelacy. and that Epiſcopacy in England by vertue of their Covenant, any way extricate them­ſelves from that ſnare, which unawares they run in, as to S [...]hi [...]m and ſuperſtition, againſt which they no leſſe covenanted than againſt Popery and Prelacy; ſince no intr [...] can waſh Presbytery as a ſeparation from and uſurpation againſt, or extirpation of Epiſcopacy, [Page] from the ſtain of Schiſm, both in an Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe, as it rends from the unity and uniformity of the Catholicks Churches, judgements, cuſtoms and practice in the government of Epiſcopacy; alſo in a civil ſenſe as receding againſt Law, from what was in England ſetled by Law, and ſetting it ſelf up in the room of Epiſcopal power by meer force.
§. Nor will Presbytery wipe off in its rigid and ami [...]tious way the ſin of ſup [...]rſtition, firſt negative, as denying that good which is ſo in the nature, or­der and uſe of right Epiſcopacy; and ſecondly affir­mative in introducing, yea impoſing that purity as neceſſary in religious concernments and Eccleſiaſtical government, which is not commanded by God, nor ever ſo eſteemed or uſed by the Church of Chriſt; § So that Presbytery was in as high a way of running to Romes ſuperſtition, Schiſm, Tyranny, and uſurpation as Prelacy; yea much more, for this was bounded by Laws, and fortified againſt Popery by an excel­lent Liturgy, which was a daily wholeſom form of both doctrine and direction in Engliſh, diametrally contrary to Popiſh ſuperſtitions and errours, which could not prevail againſt the Church of England while Liturgy continued, and Epiſcopacy was ma­naged, as it was by very godly, and learned, yea modeſt and humbly wiſe biſhops for the moſt part; If any were otherwiſe, their perſonal defects, not their calling, were to be blamed; But Presbytery was generally moſt cryed up, and impoſed by weak and paſſionate men; for the ſobereſt, ableſt, and wiſeſt Presbyterians do willingly allow, yea and now pre­fer Epiſcopacy before any Church government, in its lawful uſe and exerciſe, which may eaſily be ob­tained, [Page] and the inconveniences remedied, by that Soveraign power which Mr. Grafton mentioneth, but is not willing to be ruled by; for while it was able to preſerve it ſelf, it hath preſerved the ſober and good Refor [...]ation of England from Retrograda­tion to Popers and f [...]m the precipitancy or incroach­ments of Presbytery, and all other factions novelties, which have no bottom or bounds but the abyſſe of popular envies, clamors, ambitions, ſchiſms, and ſuper­ſtitions.
§. If Mr. Grafton and his party did bona fide covenant to reſtore and reform the Church of England to its priſtine good Lawe, and practices, in Gods name let them keep their Covenant; if they intended faction, innovation, ruine and confuſion, by obtruding novel and illegal wayes, let them repent, and pray the thou [...]ht [...] of their hearts, and the words of their mouths, and the injurious works of their hands may be forgiven them; for they were not wiſe, nor juſt, nor humble, nor charitable, nor religious, nor loyal, as they ought to have been, and ſo not fortified in any ſuch ſenſe, either by Reaſon or Religion, by Scripture or Lawes of the Land, as Mr. Grafton gratis affirms.
§. For the poor LibellersThe L [...]ellers d [...]ſ [...]nd with Chu [...]ch muſick. unharmonious ſoul, who quarrels moſt lamentably againſt muſick in Churches, it is pitty the Authors or Abetters of ſo great diſcords in this Church and Kingdom as he and his Dr. Burges h [...]ve been, and ſtill are, ſhould ever be troubled with good muſick, but for ever con­demned to hear the worſt Balleters when they ſing moſt out of tune; indeed weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth are fitter for them; I do not mean [Page] that in utter darkneſſe, I pray God forbid, but that of bitter lamentation, unfeigned ſorrow, and true repen­tance, that they may get out of the gall of bitterneſs, and power of Satan, in which they ſeem by their malice, uncharitableneſſe, hypocriſie, apoſtacy, and ſa­criledge to be fallen.
§. If this Libeller captate to know by this fooliſh digreſſion (which imports as if he had cove­nanted alſo againſt all good muſick, and ſo againſt skilful and melodious ſinging, which is the beſt mu­ſick) if he aims to know Dr. Gaudens judgement of Church muſick, that ſo he may accuſe him to be either an Arminian or Popiſhly inclined, (for this calumniating cenſor and malicious critick judgeth of mens opinion by ſtrong Symptomes) let him make what he can of it; Dr. Gauden doth own his ap­probation and deſire of excellent muſick and melody in the publique Solemne prayſing of God, which is a part of his worſhip, yea a moſt angelical and heaven­ly part of it; to this divineſt ſervice he doth judge both Nature and Art, in their beſt improvements, by vocal and organical harmony, may lawfully yea com­mendably be applyed, not only by vocal ſinging after a plain and ſimple manner to Clement Macots, Stern­holds or Wiſdoms tunes, but by the uſe alſo of ſuch Inſtruments and skill in the melody, as may moſt raiſe up the Spirits of Chriſtians to the high praiſes of God, ſuch as David and other holy men uſed in the private and publick exaltation of their hearts and affections to God; nor is there any reaſon or Religion to be juſtly urged to exclude this great help of humane infirmity, and ſweet refreſhing, beſides elevation of Spirit in the Church of God, ſince [Page] muſick in its skill and uſe is a good gift of God, for which and by which he may be praiſed, in ſuch a way, as becomes the ſanctity, ſolemnity, gravity and Majeſty of Chriſtian aſſemblies and heavenly duties; For as muſick hath an aptitude like an Echo, to anſwer and humour every paſſion and motion of the ſouls, by a ſecret ſymphony with the Saint [...]; ſo the excellent and godly Maſters of it will eaſily ſo compoſe their holy Anthems, and Church melo­di [...], as ſhall aptly correſpond not onely with the holy Ditty or matter, but alſo with the chearfull devotion and affections of mens ſouls.
§. Nor did any thing more proclaim the after prodigies of our time, than the zeal, which ſome in the rude and riotous beginning of their reformation had, to deſtroy all Orgins and Church muſick, as much as Saul had to deſtroy the Gibeonites, or the Witch [...]; ſo blind are  [...]igots in Religion, too bold and too b [...]ſterous, dreſſing the Church as Swine would dreſſe a garden, and while they fear the horns of ſuperſtition, they cut off the head of all decency in Chriſtian duties; not but that I judge there might be ſome diſcreet regulation in our Church muſick, as not to ſing accurately thoſe Scriptures which moſt edifie, when beſt underſtood by diſtinct reading, or plain ſinging, that the meaneſt hearer may underſtand; and leaſt of all to ſing any of the Creeds, which are the ground of Catechiſm, and the Primmer of Chriſtian beginners; but rather to confine muſick to thoſe Pſalms and Hymns, thoſe ſpiritual Songs and Anthems, which either out of Scripture, or agreeable to its Pſalmody, may beſt be fitted to Gods glory and the Churches devotion.
[Page]
§. But alas, why do I bring (lyram ad Aſinum) a ſtroke of Muſick to ſuch deaf ears, no Orphens is ſufficient to move ſuch bruitiſh ſouls to any thing harmonious, whoſe hope is in diſcords of King and People, Biſhops and Presbyters, knowing no ſavour or ſight, or ſound ſo ſweet, as that of gain and mony (quocunque modo rem) though by ſacriledge and regiciae, they are far enough from delighting in Church muſick, who are greedy to buy Church lands, but very loath to reſtore them; and had rather all the houſes of God in the Land ſhould be pulled down and put in their purſes, than any Organs ſet up in Cathedrals, for thoſe will preſage the reſtitution of Biſhops to their eſtates; which will make ſome men hang down their heads, and hang up their harps on the willows of lamentation, to the great joy of all honeſt men.
§. After the Libellers Libel. p 16: The Libel­lers jealouſie of Popery prevailing. ſtroke at muſick (who wants it more than King Saul ever did, or thoſe that are ſtruck with the Tarantula) his laſt flagellation is a­gainſt the Papiſts; theſe he pretends by a Pannick terrour, were preſently breaking in upon the Church of England like a Sea, if the antemurale or bank of the ſacred Covenant had not been ſet up.
§. In good time, as if the Laws of England which happily defended for 80. years our Religion as reformed againſt the Romane contention and inva­ſion had not been ſufficient, or as if there had not been more Jeſuites and Seminary Prieſts in England, acting, fighting, preaching, praying, ranting, canting, and quaking ſince the Covenant, than ever were before, and with more ſeverity as well as efficacy; [Page] or as if the Church of England and its Clergy had rather be eaten up by Presbyterians and Indepen­dants, than by Papiſts; or as if theſe onely had Teeth and the other nothing but Tongues; No, the craf y Libeller is ſtill on the wind ſide, and is to talk for his Dr. Burges advantage; He foreſees if Papiſts ſhould prevail in England, they would re­quite the reſtoring of Church and Biſhops Lands, they are ſo far good Catholicks, as they conform in the main of Epiſcopal government to the true Ca­tholick Church; Nor can the Libeller hope for the like gracious remiſſion, or diſpenſation of thoſe lands, which his learned Dr. Burges quotes, as granted for peace ſake to R. Mary in the caſe of non-reſti­tution of Abbey and Monaſtery lands, in hope to make it a precedent and plea for alienating Biſhops Lands and Cathedrals.
§. The Pope well knew, that Monaſtick votaries, Nuns and Friars, were the after-growth of Chriſti­ans devotion and charity, much younger than Biſhops who were from the beginning, rooted in Chriſt, and branched in the twelve Apoſtles, and ſpread in all the Chriſtian world, and endowed with honorary ſupports, as neceſſary for the orderly and compleat, & regular well-being of any Church, the others not ſo.
§. To rob the Monks which ſprung up in after ages, was to rob the robbers, the drones for the moſt part of Chriſtendom; but to rob the Biſhops, and with them the Cathedralls, and in them all the Clergy of their eſtates and houſes and honour and dig­nities, was to rob not only learning, religion and the Miniſtry Evangelical of its juſt rewards, com­forts [Page] and encouragements, in a land of plenty and peace, but to rob the Church of her principle pil­lars and Fathers, of their great ornaments and de­fences, of that honour, order, and authority, which is never to be had or enjoyed ſo wiſely, worthily, and uſefully, as from the hands of excellent Biſhops.
§. Although Dr. Gauden cannot commend this Libeller for his honeſty, no more than Chriſt did the unjuſt Steward, yet he is commendable for his great policy; Presbytery he, hopes, & the Covenant will let Dr. Burges enjoy his Biſhops Lands; Therefore he joyned Popery to Prelacy, by an odious and unjuſt Conjunction, it is policy, though no verily or charity ſo to do; for no Presbyters (I mean as of that faction Aecrians and Acephaliſts, were ever ſo great vindi­cators of the reformed Religion againſt the Pa­piſts, as many of our Engliſh Biſhops have been ever ſince the reformation, witneſs Biſhop Jewel, Biſhop Ʋſher, Biſhop White, Biſhop Andrews, Biſhop Davenant, Biſhop Hall, Biſhop Bedel, Biſhop Prideaux, and many others; Theſe diſputed, and wrote, and fought and conquered the Papiſts, ſeconded by many other Epiſcopal Divines, when the petty Presbyters did (for the moſt part) but prate and rayle and contemne, and vapour, and triumph with their tongues by a popular oratory amidſt their credulous auditories; Theſe Presbyters were the warme preachers, but they were the Biſhops and E [...]ſcopal Clergy who were the weighty Souldiers, theſe were the Light armed, theſe the Veterani and Triani, who bore the heat and burthen of the day of diſpute, whoſe ſtudious induſtry, ſome Presbyterian [Page] factioniſts and Innovators at laſt envying for their learning, labours, honours and eſtates, they ſought to withdraw from them, to undermine to betray, do undo and utterly deſtroy them, that is, the ſtrongeſt Bulwarks, and ableſt defences of the Chriſtian and reformed Religion of the Church of England; Nay the laſt Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, did in this ſervice againſt the Papiſts ſo valiantly learnedly and honeſtly acquit himſelf in his book a­againſt  [...]iſher, as he deſerves to be reckoned among the worthies, and of the firſt three, as to weighty ſolid accurate ſinnewy diſputing for the Doctrine of the Church of England; And what ever faylings or faults he might have in other things of imprudence, paſſion, or policy, Certainly in this he did more and deſerved better, than ever the Libeller, his Dr. Burges, and all that pack of purchaſers of Church Lands are ever likely, or indeed able, if willing to do: I had rather have Biſhops Lands learning, than Dr. Burges his Lands.
§. But there is no end of following this errour, this ignis fatuus, whoſe Libelling Proſody would make an excellent Index or Directory for the next Presbyterian Synod and Aſſembly when it applyes to a juſt reformation of theſe deformities which have broken in ſince the Covenant ſtood in the gap, againſt Liturgy, Popery, and Prelacy, yea and againſt profanes, Schiſme and Superſtition, that is ſacriledge, Presbytery and Independency, whoſe vanity, pride and ambition was and ſtill is to lye in the high bed, and make both Monarchy and Eiſcopacy truckle un­der them, which deformed ſight I hope England ſhall never ſee again; In Gods Name let the com­mon [Page] Presbyters keep their ancient ſtation, and there ſerve God and his Church in humility, peace and order, and giving leave to their Elders and Fath [...]rs, their ſpiritual Colonels and Commanders in their Eccleſiaſtical Militia, not only to go before them, but to far to command them according to Religion and Law, as may be for the good order, honour, ſafety, and peace of the whole Church; in which Schiſme, ſtrife, and mutiny will bring nothing but diſorder, and this confuſion, and then veniunt Romani, their fears may come upon them, Rome will have a throw for all; For the Romiſh intereſt doth not preſs or hope to come in at the great and ſtrong Gate of Epiſcopacy and Liturgy, but at the poſtern and wicket of Presbytery and Directory, both baſe and unregarded posts; It is more for the Popes advantage to have no Biſhops & Liturgy in England, than ever it will be for the poor Presbyters or Miniſters; Theſe have been all almoſt loſt in a dark Wilderneſs of ſin, and bitten with fiery Ser­pents of contempt and poverty ſince they deſerted or were deprived of their Biſhops; The other hath had ſuch an harveſt in 20. years, as was beyond all his gleanings for fourſcore before, which learned Mr. Hooker and others long ago foreſaw and foretold of that diſciplinarian faction if prevalent in England, whoſe propheſie have been too truly and ſadly ful­filled in our daies; I pray God we may learn wiſ­dome by afflictions, and righteouſneſs by his judgements.
§. Dr. Gauden having thus diſempeſtred him­ſelf of theſe cavils and calumnies with which ei­ther the ſimplicity of the Analeptiſt or the malice [Page] of the Anatomiſt pleaſed themſelves in their re­plying upon his Analyſis and his precious refections upon the Covenant, as it is made by ſome to look with favour and ſmiling only upon Presbytery; but with frowns (as cruel and turbulent as the Duke of Aluis) upon our Engliſh Epiſcopacy, he is yet to follow them one ſtep more in this rugged way (than which nothing is more contrary to his genius and deſigne) which was to reconcile E­piſcopacy and Presbytery in ſuch an amciable Chriſt­ian and charitable way, as they either enjoyed many years in the Church of England, or at this day do in other reformed Churches, or for 1600. years they did, in the beſt times and ſtate of the Church of Chriſt.
§. This Paragraph of both his Antagoniſts, is ſo various, or tedious, and ſo to no purpoſe, but to make ſome ſhew and noyſe, (as thoſe in London ſtreets cry loudeſt, who have the worſt ware to ſell) That Dr. Gauden might well have ſpared his own and his Readers pains; But ſince they will needs be ſuch impertinent Scepticks as to ſeek knots in bulruſhes, and to queſtion whether ſnow be white or no; Whether there be any precept or pattern of ſuch a Covenant, formatter, form, author and end in the new Teſtament, Whether the Covenant have any foundation or force from the new Teſtament. either againſt E­piſcopacy in a gubernative and authoritative ſenſe, or for Presbytery in a Supremacy without any ſub­ordination and ſubjection to Biſhops; The Reader muſt blame theſe ſtickling gladiators and Anta­goniſts, not Dr. Gauden, who only held out this ſhield of innocent truth, that there was neither precedent nor precept for ſuch a Covenant in the [Page] New Teſtament, or moral antiquity of the Church; That the Baptiſmal Covenant is the only and ſuffici­ent Religious bond of Chriſtians in the Goſpel; that this when violated on our part by wilful ſins, it is to be renewed by repentance, and confirmed by worthy receiving the Lords Supper.
§. That this one great Sacred and Solemn Cove­nant Of our Covenant in Baptiſme once for all. (in which the blood and body of Chriſt ſlain for us, are given to us, and taken by us, as tokens of our troth and fidelity, no leſs than of Gods) doth bind us, as men and Chriſtians to all duties we ow to God and man, ſelves and others, private and publique in Eccleſiaſtical or civil ſocieties and policies; By this we ſtand obliged to fight againſt the World, the fleſh and the Devil, to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godlily in this preſent World, that is, conformably to Gods Laws and Chriſt commands; Alſo to thoſe good Laws and conſtitutions of juſtice, order, Government and peace, which are eſtabliſhed in any Kingdome or State, though not Chriſtian; How much more, if Chriſtian and in a National Church-communion; This is affirmed and con­firmed by Dr. Gauden.
§. Alſo that to renew this Baptiſmal vow and Evangelical Covenant by daily repentance and fre­quent Celebration of the Lords Supper, was very commendable as to private and publique piety. §. But to add to this any publique Solemn Co­venanting, under a new form of words in a national Notion, where was no national Apoſtacy from true Chriſtianity, nor yet any Anabaptiſtical renouncing of our Baptiſme, and to do this without due autho­rity, [Page] making a part of the body to Covenant for the whole, and this without the head, and in oppoſition to Laws yet in force, and rules of civil juſtice, as to many mens Lawfull Eſtates, deſerved honours, and due authority; This kind of Covenanting Dr. Gauden judgeth either ſuperfluous (where no pub­lique need preſſeth) or fallious, where not by pub­lique conſent and ſoveraign appointment, or par­tial Schiſmatical and ſuperſtitious, where it evident­ly ſeeks to advance a party and novelty againſt what hath had conſtant Legality and univerſal antiquity, carrying on ſuch order, authority, pru­dence, policy & peace in Church and State, as are agreeable to the word of God, and the cuſtom of the Catholick Church.
§. Dr. Gauden judgeth, that ſuch humane con­tenuances, under what ever Names they are put, can­not bind ſelves or others to any thing more, than God had before bound us, and we our ſelves by Bap­tiſmal Christian Covenant; much leſs may they en­gage us againſt any thing that was and is our duty in Religion and civil juſtice, or to that which is rebellious to Law or injurious to any man; Leaſt of all againſt Kings or any in lawful authority and juſt enjoyments of Eſtates and honours under them, ſuch as Biſhops in England were, with other dignified Clergy-men, whom unjuſtly that is without any Law of God or man, to ſpoyle, rob and deprive (as ſome Covenanters did do, and ſtill deſire) of what was honeſtly, and lawfully theirs, as to Eſtates, honours and authority, was either contrary to the letter and intent of the Covenant, and then we are agreed, expecting reſtitution, or elſe the Covenant [Page] is ſo far carried on, contrary to that Baptiſmal Covenant which binds againſt all works of the fleſh, World, and Devil, ſuch as Covetouſneſs, Op­preſſion, Sedition, Schiſme, Sacriledg, and all diſ­orderly walking muſt needs be, if Scripture and Law be our judg.
§. This was the demonſtration of our Bap­tiſmal Covenant, which is juſt and holy, which Dr. Gauden uſed; To which the Libeller The Libel­lers Sophi­ſtry as to the true Chriſti­an Cove­nant. after his vulpine and vafricious way, anſwers; Firſt by con­feſſion, Secondly by colluſion, pleading (though there be no pattern or precept for any ſuch Cove­nant in the New Teſtament) yet tis ſufficient if there be any ſuch in the Old; Which he doth not inſtance in, becauſe he cannot, only heaps up Scriptures like a Quaker to no purpoſe; Nor will he yeild to what he urgeth as to validity of old Teſta­ment patterns, if not Levitical or Typical; For then the Preſidency and Authority of ſome Prieſts above others (beſides the High-Prieſt a ſpecial type of Chriſt) and both Prieſts and Levites having Lands and Cities annexed to their Tribe and Office, will plead (and it is one of Saint Jeromes and the Ancient Fathers arguments) ſtrongly by way of proportion for Biſhops and ſubordinate Presbyters; Yea and for their Lands and Houſes no leſs than their authority; The Libel­lers impu­dent denyal that any ſuch Epiſco­pacy as is in the Church o [...] England is to be found in the New Teſtament. and then what becomes of Dr. Burges's purchaſe, which no doubt he made in purſuance of his Covenant, for he would not be ſo execrable as to act againſt his ſacred Covenant.
§. Then he roves like a wanton Spaniel or ſet­ting dog, barking againſt our Epiſcopacy in the Church of England, and wagging his tayle, as if he [Page] had found a Covy of Presbytery ſitting as the ſole El­ders and Supreme Rulers of the Church in the New Teſtament and in Primitive times; He hath the impudence and falſity againſt the letter and practiſe of the New Teſtament, againſt the judgement of all antiquity, of which poſſibly he is ignorant, yea againſt the judgment of all later learned re­formed Divines in this and other Churches, to aver no ſuch Epiſcopacy as we had in England can be found in, or is warranted by the New Teſtament.
If he mean ſuch in all things circumſtantial, ad­ditional and civil, He is but a frippone and droll, no man affirms it, nor is it more true than to avert that in the New Teſtament, no Presbyters can be found in Parochial bounds, living by Tythes and Cleabe [...], for which Dr. Burges is ſo pertinacious, hoping to get a good Living or benefice though he diſpair of a Biſhoprick.
§. If he mean ingeniouſly of Epiſcopal preſidency and authority, as to ſpiritual juriſdiction, in ordina­tion, confirmation, cenſures, rebukcing, ſilencing, ex­communication, abſolution, and the other exerciſes of Eccleſiaſtical power, (beſides Preaching, Baptizing, and Celebrating) above, yea even againſt Presby­ters and People; He need not go far to find the Pre­cepts, Canons, Commiſſion, power and Authority gi­ven by Chriſt to the 12. Apoſtles, above the ſeventy, and all other both Chriſtians and Miniſters during their life; The like to St. Paul, and by him derived to Timothy, and Titus in their places or Dioceſſes, alſo to others in other limits; As to the Angels of the 7. Aſian Churches, which all antiquity owns, as Biſhops in Saint Iohn daies, over thoſe Churches; [Page] Againſt all this and much more the Satyr anſwers ( [...]e gry quidem) not a word, of which he could not be ignorant, ſince no doubt he hath read the learned fire of the Sanctuary, written long agoe by Dr. C. Burges, in which he owns Biſhops with great reve­rence, and perſtringeth the Antiepiſcopal non conform­iſts to ſome tune.
§. Then the Libeller fills his foule pap [...]rs with ſome long-winded ſentences of the Covenant Of the power of godlineſs to which the Covenant muſt be li­mitted. (which this aſſerter will never honour; (& male dum recitat incipit eſſe ſuum) wreſting them, if not genuinely applying them to his ends (but not to any honeſt ſence or deſigne;) only is to deſtroy and rob Biſhops and the Church, that he may have their Lands. §. Let him, if he will needs be medling, clear his headleſſe and obtruded Presbytery of the guilt, at leaſt ſuſpicion of Schiſme and Superſtition, of Sedition, and Injuſtice, of an Incendiary, dividing King and People, Laws and Religion, Biſhops and ſober Presbyters; are not theſe practices againſt the power of godlineſs, and ſo againſt the Covenant? Are not common honeſty, juſtice, reſtitution, good order and Lawful Government agreeable to ſound Doctrine? Muſt not the contrary be extirpa [...]ed? Such as fraud, faction injuriouſneſs, ſedition, op­preſſion, ſacriledge, &c. Now (Oh Libeller) look to your ſelf, if this bone be to hard for you, give it to Dr. Burges, he hath a bad tongue, but good teeth; He will reſolve it upon the queſtion: whether the late and preſent Hierarchy (truly ſo called) or holy Government of this Church by godly and learned Biſhops, according to the Laws of God and man, was according to the power of [Page] godlineſſe to be extirpated by vertue of the Cove­nant, when Epiſcopacy and the Biſhops had long and lawful poſſeſſion; or whether rather Presbytery is to be denied as a novel faction, and late intruding uſurpation; If ſo, beware good Libeller of your dear Dr. Burges his purchaſe, as well as credit and Con­ſcience, which are far enough from the power of godlineſſe.
§. He complains (en paſſant) that Dr. Gauden never particularly deſcribeth, nor ſetteth forth what that Epiſ [...]opacy The Libellers  [...] Ep [...]pacy D [...]  [...] is, which he would have to be introduced; As to this, Dr. Gauden did not think he ſhould have met with ſuch a hard-head and dul­lard, as could be ignorant what the Epiſcopacy in England was, in its eſſentials and ornamentals; its ſpiritual authority and powers, and Eccleſiaſtical, which are common to all true Biſhops, primitive and apoſtolical, and its civil or ſecular enjoyments, or ju­ri [...]diction, which it oweth the bounty and munificence of the Kings and Parliaments of England; This Epiſcopacy Dr. Gauden would have not retroduced, (as if once legally expelled, which is falſe) not more than the King and Monarchy were) but reſtored to its juſt power, dignity, and authority, ſuch as it had, and hath by Law, yea and to its Lands, Houſes, and Re­venues; This pincheth the banches of Dr. Burges, and purſues him ſo cloſely, that the Libeller is loth to ſee the Epiſcopacy which Dr. Gauden owns; but he hollows, as if he were in a wood, and at a loſſe; but he may ſoon bear of, and ſee, and feel what Epiſ­copacy Dr. Gauden means, not one of his own inven­tion, or of any private mans reduction, and of ſome Presbyters new modelling; But that which the Law [Page] owns and aſſerts, and intruſts by the Kings appoint­ment to learned, wiſe and godly Biſhops, with that eccleſiaſtical power, which is as neceſſary for the Church (as it is due to Biſhops) by all right, civil and eccleſiaſtical, ſcriptural and divine.
§. If any thing be exceſſive, or defective, or in­convenient in this Epiſcopacy of the Church of En­gland, that is, in the Laws and conſtitution, or in the execution and adminiſtration; The King and the Parliament by their divine counſel, or the advice of a National Synod, know in their wiſdom and piety what they have to do, without any ſuch Dictators as this Libeller, or his Dr. Burges, of whom no man can tell what to make, nor where to find them fixed.
§. And now the Libeller in a fit of popular piety, (that is hypocriſie) makes his appeal, whether this Covenant ſo formal and ſolemn, ſo full of words and ſo againſt Biſhops, ſo much for his turn and Dr. Burges intereſt, (if Biſhops be not reſtored to their Lands and juſt authority) whether it be a piece of policy more than piety.
§. Truly ſome ſober, that is ſimple-hearted Chri­ſtians, poſſibly did not believe it to be ſo at firſt, Whether the Covenant was not made up  [...]f pol [...]cy no leſs than piety. when they heard or read the pomp of good words in it; but others that knew the party firſt moving, the Artiſts and Politicians contriving, the partial power impoſing it, the after practices executing it, with ſuch rigour, in juſtice, and cruelty againſt all Biſhops, one and another, to their perſonal undoing, and to the expoſing of their authority, ſo long ſacred and venerable in this and all Churches, to contempt and ſcorn, (as others did the Kings, and afterward [Page] thoſe very houſes of Parliament, which brewed, or breached, drunk themſelves and urged others ſo much to drink of the covenanting cup) theſe did long ago, and do ſtill, and ever ſhall ſuſpect the Covenant in ſome mens ſenſe, deſigns, and actions, to have had more of policy than piety; Nor will this ſuſpicion be removed, till the Covenant be reduced to ſuch a uſe ſenſe and purpoſe, as is conform to juſtice and law as well as Religion, then it will appear to differ as little from the baptiſmal Covenant, as a large gloſſe or paraphraſe on a ſhort Text, when the will of the Covenant works effectually to purge the Libeller, Dr. Burges and others of ſacriledge, ſchiſm and injuſtice, conducted againſt the Biſhops and Laws of England, yea againſt the King and the whole Church and Nation; Till this is done, he will appear not a Scraphical Doctor, but a Sophiſtical caviller, and co [...]ener of his own and other mens conſciences; no other Covenant is required by God, nor is it either madneſs or deſperateneſſe to throw off ſuch a Covenant as is unjuſt to God and man, or to con­fute ſuch a ſenſe, but rather to take and keep it, in ſuch a ſenſe as is injurious to God and man, ſcandalous to the Chriſtian and Reformed Religion, beſides deſtructive to many godly and honeſt men, Biſhops and others, againſt all Law and juſtice.
§. Then the Libell [...]r by a ( [...]) fallacious and captious way of frequent and impertinent queſtions ſtill begs the queſtion, as if he had proved it; He ſayes it is altogether an Evangelical Covenant, but ſhews nec v [...]lam nec veſtigium, no footſtep of its diſputed paſſages in the Goſpel ſenſe; He ſadly heaps up Scriptures, and loads his Margin with [Page] holy figures, and toucheth on a Jewiſh private perſo­nal and ceremonial vow upon St. Paul, which was far enough from a moral, evangelical and national Covenant; But this goats hair ſerves to ſtuffe his pillow, which is much fuller of ſubtilty than ſanctity, policy than piety, and ſo will the Covenant appear to all honeſt men, if it be put upon his rack, who is fitter to torment than interpret Scripture, the byas of his and Dr. Burges purchaſe, ſpoils, warps, wreſts all.
§. His next Divinity ſhreds,Libel. p. 18. and common places of Baptiſmal and Euchariſtical Covenant, his deny­ing by way of queſtion, that actual repentance, takes off the guilt and horrour of wilfull and pre­ſumptuous ſins, as if he had a fit of Novatianiſm, onely his vile wreſting that place, Heb. 10.26, 27. againſt the comfort of true repentance, after actual wilfull ſins, ſuch as Davids murther and adultery were; as if the mercy under the Goſpel were leſſe than under the Law, when the place is meant of Apoſtacy from Chriſt, and adhering to another way of ſalva­tion, after Baptiſm and profeſſion of the Goſpel; This and other ſuch dilute ſtuffe, Dr. Gauden cares not to tire himſelf or others with, onely he doubts the Libeller and Dr. Burges are in a deſperate ſtate, if no repentance be available after wilfull and preſumptuous acts of ſin, ſuch as apparent injuſtice, oppreſſion and ſacriledge.
§. The Libeller very authoritatively goes on, which I have inſiſted on this the longer, &c. A prea­ching phraſe, but who this J. is muſt not be known, we hear and read his voyce, but ſee no ſhape, or name, or man, or chriſtian; ſure we need not fear [Page] t [...]e Reader will make an Idiot of him, or take his Libel for on Oracle; It were worth a while to aſk him if he have not forgotten the firſt queſtion of the Church Catechiſm, What is your name? The ſame which Chriſt put to the Devil, who anſwered Legion, with the ſame firſt letter as this Libeller is called; How ridiculous is it to put the Pronoun, when the Perſon is afraid, or aſhamed to be known? nor if he were known would it adde any authority to his words.
 [...]§. The reaſon of his being ſo tedious and imperti­nent, at hi [...] ſtate ſtuffe, and vulgar cavils, riſeth from his noſe, guilty of a ſtrong ſmell of Arminianiſm & Popery as he pretends, popular words without any rime or reaſon; The Fox is the finder of this ill ſavour, Alas, 'tis not for a man of putrid lungs, foul breath, rotten principles and corrupt practiſes, to com­plain of ill ſeems, if Popery ſavour as bad as Idola­try in his noſtrils, yet ſure Arminianiſm is not ſo bad as groſſe ſacriledge; Nor doth this Gretian Lyar ſo much as ſuppoſe indeed Dr. Gauden to be inclined to either, onely all Epiſcopal, that is, Catholick and regular Divines muſt be reproached with ſome­thing of calumny, the better to ſet off Presbytery, and the perverſe ſenſe of the Covenant, in order to extirpate Epiſcopacy, and to take away or keep Bi­ſhops lands in ſacrilegious hands.
§. But one bleſſed word at laſt drops from the Libeller, namely, the promiſe of amends, by brevity in the reſt of his profane libel; The two great ver­tues and moſt deſirable in ſo great a ſinner, and ſo idle a babler, who counts true and ſmart expreſſions which dare ſearch beyond the plauſible pretenſions [Page] of mens words and formalities, to the reality of their actions, which beſt interpret their intentions, theſe he calls railing and blaſphemy, becauſe they ſtrike on the right vein; the great Presbyterian de­ſign, to batter down the whole frame of Epiſcopacy, (which Mr. Grafton confeſſes) violently to ſeize Biſhops and other Church-mens eſtates, againſt all Law and Conſcience, thereby to enrich ſome ſa­crilegious purchaſers, to the great joy of the Roma­niſts, and to the infinite ſcandal of the reformed profeſſion.
§. Dr. Gauden owns all this as a true glaſſe, in which too many ſuch Covenanters Some Cove­nanters evil manners have brought ſo great jea­louſies and reproaches on the Cove­nant. as the Libeller and his friend may ſee their faces, if the Covenant ſuffers in honeſt mens juſt jealouſies, by theſe mens evil, and unjuſt ſacrilegious and cruel dealings, it may thank them; that ſuch things have been done is undeniable, and by zealous Covenanters too; if it were not the meaning of their covenanting, as to that clauſe againſt Epiſcopacy, yea if it were not the main deſign of their covenanting, let them at laſt act to another ſenſe, let them reſtore the Church lands and eſtates which they have without Law and againſt all juſtice taken from the Biſhops, and the Clergy of the Church of England; Let them do ju­ſtice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God and man, to their Kings and Superiours in Church and State; Theſe we know the Lord requires, and no new Covenants in any thing contrary to theſe can be ſacred, or accepted; whatever ſolemnity or ſacred­neſſe of Terms be put to it, which the Libeller re­peats, pag. 17.Libel. p. 17. They are but taking Gods holy and great Name in vain, like putting guilded frames to [Page] ill wrought pictures, will you deal factiouſly, ſediti­ou [...]y, r [...]belliouſ [...]y, pre [...]uriouſly, treacherouſly, unjuſtly, tru [...]lly againſt God and man, againſt Religion, and law, and reaſon, and humanity, and common benefit? will you to oppreſſe Men, Chriſtians, Miniſters, yea Fathers, and all the excellent Biſhops of ſuch a Church, yea and the King himſelf as nurſing Father of theſe  [...]athers, tearing aſunder all bonds of Law and Government civil and eccleſiaſtical, and yet pretend the taking of a ſacred Covenant, and come into the houſe of God, and cry, the Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord are theſe, and we are delivered to do all theſe abominations? Hear O. Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed O Earth; Ask any Chri­ſtian Church, ask any Heathen Senate, if the true God of the firſt, or the imaginary Gods of the ſecond, will accept of ſuch bonds, federations, com­pacts, or Covenants, taken in ſuch a ſenſe, to ſuch a deſign, and executed to ſuch uſes, that ſacriledge may be conſe [...]rated, that robbery of God, of his Son. Chriſt Jeſus, of his chief Miniſters and Servants, may be ſet up on an high place, and all Iſrael go up to worſhip it; that Dr. Burges his image may have as many venerators as the name of Cain and Judas ſometimes had, while ſuch a Libeller as this ſounds his lowbell inſtead of a Trumpet, and cryes, Come buy Biſhops Lands, bow down and worſhip this golden Image of refined Sacriledge: §. Is this that 
(Ju [...] fac (que) animi, ſancti (que) receſsus,
 Menti [...] & incollum generoſ [...] pectus honeſto,)

 generous juſtice, & juſt generoſity which the Hea­then Poet calls for, as the moſt welcom Sacrifices to the Gods? We read in Scripture & elſewhere of ſome [Page] ſuperſtition ſo cruel, that it perſwaded Fathers to Sacrifice their Children to the Idols or Devils; But we never read any Idol ſo barbarous that required Children to ſacrifice their Fathers; Dr. Gauden doth aver this prodigie to be the product of this age; For Proteſtant Profeſſors and Presbyters of the ſame profeſſion to perſecute, impoveriſh, oppreſſe and deſtroy Proteſt [...]nt, yea and excellent Biſhops, yea and their ſacred authority, and their whole ſucc [...]ſſion, That the patrimony or inheritance of the Church might fall to ſome deſtroyers ſhare, either by way of gift or dog peniworths and re­ward for their good ſervice, or by getting ſuch as proclaim neither buyers nor ſellers to have any ſtrickt conſcience.
§. But here the Libeller Lib.  [...]. pa [...]. 20. very gravely asks leave to ſay a few good and true words, as much as can be againſt himſelf, and ſo nothing to his deſign; For the next breath he is at it; that in this age no Orthodox and reformed Christian, Presbyters or people did per­ſecute and godly  [...]ſhops; Habemus confitentem reum, very true; for though they were many Orthodox and godly Biſhops, yea one and all of them who were perſecuted (if plundring and ſtripp ng them of re­venews, honours, houſes, authority and office, be perſecuting) yet Dr. Gauden believes, as much as the Libeller, that this was done destinately by none but Chriſtians of Hetorodox judgement, and moſt deformed manners.
§. But the Biſhops muſt be blackned, therefore the LibellerThe Libel­lers go d will [...] Biſ [...]ops and  [...]r lands, criminates ſome of them as charged with Treaſon (but never perſecuted, it ſeemes) not proved againſt them, nor puniſhed on them as Trai­tors; [Page] Hence he concludes (as if the ſpirit of Korah, Dathan and Abiram were in him) that all the other Biſhops in England were ungodly men, who ſped, he ſayes, the worſe by the others means, and he dares to  [...]ye for the wherſtone, by ſaying he knew not how godly any Biſhops were; Yet afterward by amendacius and treacherous memory, confeſſeth, No doubt ſome of theſe Biſhops, whom Dr. Gauden commendeth, were learned and pious; (yet all perſecuted) reſolve your own contradictive rid­dle wretched and obſcure Libellers. In verity or charity he could not but know what he denies to know, if he knew no good they had done, yet if he know no evils they had done, he might have given candid Teſtimony of them; for ſure the Libeller (whoever he is) can be no ſtranger to the Biſhops of England, beſides Biſhop Juxon; doth he know they were Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, or Simoniacks, or, Sacrilegious, or Oppreſſors of innocent men, or li­centious livers? have they needed any compurgators? have they commuted at any  [...]e? have they ſold or bought Church Lands? Have they ſought to overthrow Church and State, Kings and Biſhops Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, all magna charta? have they raiſed tumults or ſtoned any Presbyters from the aſſembly members from the Parliaments? yea have they not been many of them, moſt of them, all of them, either unblameable or very commen­dable, or indeed admirable men, for preaching, writing, ruling, living, ſuffering, and dying. ſuch as are now at reſt in the Lord, and above the ſlanders of ſuch a fell [...]ous tongue and pen (to borrow and re­ſort one of his words upon him.
[Page]
§. Weary and tired at laſt as a mad dog, he yet pants and jogs on, he fomes and ſ [...]aps as he paſſes, at Land, Biſhop Pierce, Dr. Wren. Dr. Goodman and Williams, with ſome other Capricious Pragmatick [...], as he calls them, for crying out (it may be leſs diſ­creetly than became their gravity and conſtancy) to King and Parliament, where they were every day ready to be ſtoned, or pulled in peices by tumultuary rabbles; When none but ſupreame power could preſerve their ſafeties, honours and lives; I believe if this Libeller or his dear Dr. Burges had been in their caſe, he would have roared louder then Mars did when he was wounded by Diomedes; No other Biſhops (he ſaith) but were honored, if learned and godly indeed (of which qualities this Libeller is a ſad judg; nor do the words become his tounge or pen, if the world miſtake not the man and his com­munication) They were honored, even they, ſuch as Biſhop Hall, Biſhop Winnifs, Biſhop Prideaux, Biſhop Weſtfield, Biſhop Browning, yea and Biſhop Ʋſher too (for he had Carlile in Cumberland for his ſupport) theſe were honored, that is, all their Church reve­news, houſes, lands, profits, honour, Office and authority as Biſhops, were taken away; I have known ſome Biſhops (as good as the beſt I have named) deſire and accept of ten pounds to relieve their diſtreſsed Estates, yet they had neither wife nor Child; If this Libeller and his Dr. Burges were come to be thus honoured, ſure the Engliſh World and London and Wells would rejoyce to find great merits ſo juſtly and amply rewarded; Not ſo much for their ſuppoſed Treaſon and Tyranny and ruffling and cere­moniouſneſs, which the Libeller falſly imputes to [Page] the Engliſh Biſhops as for their Sacrilegious cruelties and impudent calumnies againſt worthy Biſhops, and in them againſt the whole Church of England and Clergy, againſt the King who preferred them, yea and againſt that God who beſtowed excellent gifts and graces on many of them, whoſe Names ſhall be as a pretious perfume to all ages, when this Libellers (if it were worth knowing, or he durſt own his evil and abhorred ſelf) will be as his Carcaſe, beſt when buried and bidden, being ſo putrid that no Egyptian confectioner can make it into mummy.
§. Having thus freed my ſelf of this Libeller, and left him either to ſnarle or lick his wounds as he pleaſeth; I am not to ſlight Mr. Grafton, D [...] Gaudens  [...] re­plys to  [...]. Grafton. by leaving him without ſuch an anſwer, as he may in juſtice and civility expect from me, though he hath ſome hony as a Bee, yet he hath his ſting as a Presbyterian waſp; But he is to be treated different from the hornet of the Libeller, whoſe aime is to drive and keep all Biſhops, Deans and Prebends out of their Lands and Houſes, as thoſe little, but fell Inſects did (armed with Divine vengeance) the Cananites out of the Land.
§. Mr. Grafton inſtead of proving the Covenant (as to the Presbyterian ſence and deſign againſt Biſhops, &c.) to be ratified by any precept in the New Teſtament, or examples of any Chriſtians in ſucceeding ages, flyes to juſtifie it by dictates of of Nature, by paralels, diſcoveries of the Old Teſta­ment, by politick Arts, befitting any people or Church National. §. Truly on the ſame grounds that ſo much by his or others decryed with (&c. in it) which excluded Popery and confirmed the [Page]already legal and ſetled Epiſcopacy of the Church of Eng­land had been as lawful and ſacred as this Covenant, and in ſome reſpects much more allowable, be­cauſe that it diſſeized no honeſt man of his free-hold or Eſtates; But the Covenant did many in its con­ſequences at laſt, that was againſt Innovation and Presbyterian uſurpation, contrary the common Law, and all Eccleſiaſtical Canons; This in ſome mens aim and ſenſe and endeavours ſought to bring in both.
§. After this light ſhuffling, Mr. Grafton Mr. Graftons pittiful evaſions. makes queries, which anſwer themſelves, but prove no­thing againſt Dr. Gaudens aſsertion, (which is, that no erigents of Religion ever did put any Church or Chriſtian ſubjects upon ſuch a way of publique Covenanting, without and againſt their Soveraigns aſsent, yea and to alter Laws Eſtabliſhed, and ancient excellent cuſtoms in Church and State;) Prove this good Mr. Grafton, in any time of the Churches proſp [...]rity or perſecution; what Synod or Counſels, what Senate, what Parliament, what Chriſti­an People & ſubiects to any King, or Emperour, Chriſti­an or Heathen, ever thought of covenanting againſt the Laws eſtabliſhed againſt the Emperours ex­preſſe command, or againſt the Biſhops and govern­ment of the Church, who were of the ſame faith and profeſſion; I know the Novatians, Donatiſts, Arians and others, oft conſpired againſt the Ortho­dox Biſhops and Presbyters, but ſtill even theſe Schiſmaticks, and Hereticks, had their Biſhops and Epiſcopacy as the Chriſtian and Apoſtolick method of Church government, no leſſe univerſal than con­ſtant, and neceſſary in the Church, as much as Ma­giſtrates [Page] are for Cities, or Maſters for Colledges, or Cheiftains for Armies, or Pilots for Ships) as St. Jerom ſpeaks.
 [...]§. Next he poorly, not like an Eagle but a  [...]ner bird, ſtoops to feed upon that long a goe dead and noyſome carkaſs of the ſo called; holy league intrance, as a very exemplary paralel for his holy Covenant, & a kind of directory in Chriſtian Policy; Sure he might have found other, more ſpecious paterns, but all of this laſt century, as that in Spain, when John Padilla who was a godly Maſter of miſ-rule, en­gaged the faithfull people to rebel with him, ſo that that of the Guenſes, as they called themſelves, in Flanders; So that of the Bohemians, and poſſible ſome others of the like ſort, much after the tune of Maſſanello and the reformers of Naples.
§. All theſe, as they had much of ſower leaven and popular faction in them, ſo they were very fatally ruinous to their authors and abettors, no way advancing either good of Church or State; Having no better effects than as yet we in England have found and felt to our coſt by the Covenant, either taken or kept in a Presbyterian ſenſe.
§. After this Mr. Grafton  [...]. G [...]n  [...]ad paralel betwixt the S [...]ch Laws  [...]d the Baptiſmal Ch [...]ſtian Covenant. ſtranges at Dr. Gaudens not finding the like lineaments in the Covenant (if diſtorted to a Preſbyterian ſenſe) as are in the Baptiſmal Covenant; The inconſiſtency is plain, and fully explained in Dr. Gaudens anſwer to the Libeller, if as Baptiſme binds us to imitate the hu­mility, juſtice, meekneſs, patience, ſubmiſſion, croſs and charity of Chriſt, ſo this ſhall oblige us to injuſtice, oppreſſion, faction, ſedition, ſacriledge, ſchiſme and Iliades of miſerable Innovations, con­trary [Page] to well eſtabliſhed and tryed Laws, for Government in Church and State, At this rate the Covenant will appear with a witneſs, as Dr. Gauden truly ſuſpects to be a piece of policy rather than piety in ſome men, and to have more of the Jeſuite than of Jeſus; of Matchiavil then the Goſpel; of Bar­barity than Baptiſme.
§. Do not ſay if ſo found you will renounce the Covenant in any ſuch ſenſe or intent or practiſe; Poſſibly Mr. Grafton is as confident and as innocent in his intentions as Joſephs Brethren were of ſtealing his divining cup; But open ſome of his Covenanting Brethrens ſacks, and you will find there very much contrary to the Baptiſmal vow, againſt fleſh, World and Devil; The Eſtates of innocent men, Biſhops and others by no Law forfeited, yet taken from them; Which Church-Lands, yea all well nigh ſold, this famous reformed and flouriſhing Church grievouſly deformed & ſhamefully robbed; This whole Nation injured, and abuſed, the late glorious King hereby tortured on the racks of Schiſme, Sacriledge, be­tween convenency & conſcience, between honour and ſafety, living and dying, between ſetting up Presbytrey againſt his ſoul, and deſtroying Epiſ­copacy, againſt all juſtice.
§. Good Sir, were we Chriſtians of England bap­tiſed into theſe puddles? Or were we not rather waſhed from theſe filthy abominations as Chriſtians and ſubjects, did you Covenant againſt theſe? Alſo againſt all Schiſme, profaneneſs, Superſtition, & what­ever is againſt the power of godlineſs, why did, and do you or any men act then or now to bring in Pres­bytery, which is a potent and pregnant Schiſme in the [Page] Church and State of England to be ſure; Why do you Covenant confuſedly at once, againſt evil and good, againſt u [...];e and abuſe, againſt what may be un­lawfull in fact▪ and the very good Laws themſelves in force? Whence  [...]ath all the vaſtation of Church and State, the profaning of Churches and Church-men and all things ſacred riſen of late years? By what knees opening have all theſe innovations flowed in upon us, and ſo long prevailed, till of late, by a miraculous revolution of divine mercy to the King and Kingdome and Church, we have ſeen ſome period to the malignant influence of modern co­mets.
§. If the Covenant be againſt all theſe inordinate loſts and violent actions, in which ſo much of fleſh, world and Devil are to be ſeen; Speak O you godly Covenanters, let us ſee your good meanings by your good works, elſe, quid verba andiam quum facta videam; Firſt caſt out Beelzebub and his Angels out of his & your uſurpations, out of your illegal & ſacrilegious poſſeſſions, reſtore by the ſame loyalty as you have done the King, the Biſhops and others to their rights, reſtore the Church of England to its priſtine Order, Authority, Honour, and Govern­ment: Submit to theſe licitis & honeſtis, that have the rule over you in Church and State under God and the King; Let us have no more if and ands, nor Pres­byterian policies, and independent projects, which are endleſs and every day given to change, as the populer wind blowes) ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do good; Let us ſee the good tree by its good fruits, this do & let the Covenant live, in a ſub­ordination to Gods word and the Laws of the Land, [Page] yea, and the Catholick judgement and cuſtome of the Church, in point of venerable Epiſcopacy, aſſiſt­ed by a ſubordinate Presbytery; By this you cove­nanting Presbyters ſhall be known to be ingenuous and honeſt men, and if credit more than conſcience do yet check you from chearfull ſubmitting to your lawful Governours the Biſhops, in active and filial obedience; At leaſt let them have your ſilent and paſſive ſubmiſſion; Truely they are more afraid of you, whoſe Presbyterian chaſtiſings have been very cruel, than you need be of them; Let the Laws be the meaſure of your ſubjection (though they were not of your Empire and Covenant, as they muſt be of Biſhops authority and rule; Thus you will ſoon agree, but do not think good Mr. Grafton that you or your party as good Presbyters muſt correct Magnificat, or rule Church and State, know your own laſt and proportions, it may be you ſee your ſelves in a falſe & flattering magnifying glaſs, as if you and your party and intereſt were more conſiderable than indeed you are; There is a way to pleaſe the moſt and beſt of all ſorts of godly Miniſters and ſober people with re­ſtored and regulated Epiſcopacy: with doing Biſhops right, and neither Presbyters nor peo­ple any wrong; which way I believe the Kings wiſdom will take, and all good Biſhops will follow; Do not think by ſtickling for the Covenant in the rigid ſenſe of ſome men, againſt juſtice, reaſon, law, and religion, and all antiquity, to engage all in a new war, or eternal broyls, onely to gratifie a faction; This hook will catch no more fiſh, the bait is gone, and the bare hook appears, the Scotch have had [Page] their belly full of the Covenant.
§. This (Mr. Grafton M [...] G [...]ftons  [...].) is no Sophiſtical evaſion (as you liſt to write) but an honeſt, plain and ſerious perſwaſion to you, and all your party; We muſt not, we will not, and by Gods help we ſhall not be miſerable a ſecond time upon a Presbyterial ad­venture, and the novelty of any ſuch Covenant; either bring your Covenant to good old Christian Principles and legal practiſe of England, or it muſt and ſhall be nulled ſo far as it differs from them; nor have you duſt or ſmoak enough now from armies or tumults to blind the peoples eyes; Nor will it ſuffice with a popular oratory, to pretend that the late Epiſcopacy in England was a vain pomp or glory of the world, &c. §. You may ſay ſo of all worldly glory, compared to higher excellencies, or if vainly uſed; But if well and worthily enjoyned to know that you never covenanted in Baptiſm any more a­gainſt the lawful eſtates, honours, authority, and ornaments of Biſhops, than you did againſt your own Bever hat, or Silk ſtockings, or your ſilk Caſſock, and fine Gloves, or your good cheer, and City feaſts, or their ſpruce and decent cloathing, or your power in your family, as a Father, Husband and Maſter, or your authority as a Miniſter in your living; abuſe theſe, and you ſin againſt your Bap­tiſm, but uſe them all well, yea and a great eſtate, yea and honour to boot if you can get them; I be­lieve you will not ſee any Munkiſh ſcruple in your Conſcience againſt them, nor any godly cauſe to take a new Covenant againſt the very uſe of them, becauſe they have been and may be abuſed by ſome men.
[Page]
§. It is then a great miſtake in Mr. Grafton, Gr [...]on p 24 Ep  [...]pacy  [...] Ca [...]holi [...]k cu [...]t [...]me a d read to [...] but a  [...] Ch [...]ſtian indica on. to ſay that Dr. Gauden declared Epiſcopacy in its wonted eminency, to be a tradition and univerſal obſervation; It was ſo indeed in all ages and places till of late, but not onely ſo, it hath further ſtamps and impreſſions of divine order and wiſdom, of Scripture precept and Apoſtolick pattern, of all right reaſon, order, prudence, policy, and due proportions of government; But the firſt of univerſal cuſtome and conſent is not to be deſpiſed by any ſober Chriſtian, for it gives a great gloſſe and luſtre to the canon of the Scripture, to the Lords day, and to Infant-Baptiſm as well as to Epiſcopal eminency.
§. All which, and not onely this of Epiſcopacy, are owned with all due reſpect to the veracity, fidelity, cuſtome and conſtancy of the Church of Chriſt, by all Epiſcopal Divines as much as Presbyte­rians, not excepting the Lords day; if Mr. Calvin and his followers be counted Presbyterians in your ſenſe, who are you know not very ſtrait laced, as to the divine right of the Lords day, by way of any divine Precept confining it to the firſt day of the week.
§. Mr. Graftons many light touches about Biſhops and Epiſcopacy,Page 24. The many judgements for E [...]ſco­pacy and prejudices a­gainſt Preſ­bytery. as to the name, office, degree, or­der and authority in Scripture, is to begin a new and large diſpute, in which no man can well receive ſatisfaction, that denies credit to all the teſtimony of Antiquity, all Fathers, Councils and Hiſtorians of the Church and others; They beſt interpret any ambi­guity and confuſion of names in Scripture, they beſt ſhew the diſtinct offices in the Church, the ſucceſſi­ons of the officers, the difference between the [Page] community of Chriſtian duties as Profeſſors, or be­lievers of the common verity, and the ſpecialty of office as preachers, or Miniſters in common, and the ſingular eminency of Biſhops, as Rulers or Gover­nors, in the Churches order and policy, who have ever been the chief conduits, conſervators and de­rivators of all holy orders, diſcipline, and govern­ment; Nor can Mr. Grafton inſtance one age with­out them.
§. His agnition, if it will hold, is ingenuous, and that which Dr. Gauden waits for; namely, that the Covenant is not levelled againſt any real excel­lency (of abilities, gifts, graces, authority, eſtate or honour) in the Biſhops, but againſt an unwarrantable greatneſſe, power, and authority, either aſſumed by them, or attributed to them, without and againſt the Law of God and man; very good, we agree, let the word of God and its patterns, let the Law and cuſtom of the Church univerſal be the mea­ſure of this Epiſcopal dignity, power, and authority, ſee what it was in Ignatius, Iraenius, Tertullian, and Cyprians times, and the firſt 600. years, but let not every private Presbytery, or petty fraternity ſum­mon Biſhops to their tribunal; if Biſhops do arro­gate or act beyond the Law, the Law hath its coer­cion for their extravagancy, as well as for Presby­ters; what the Law gives Biſhops, and they have enjoyed theſe many hundred years, it is very envi­ous and inſolent in Presbyters to call it an unfitting honour; And it is no leſſe injury, that's high in­juſtice and ſacriledge to exclude them from their right, or to rob them of them by violence and faction; which I ſee (for all his good nature by fits) [Page] Mr. Grafton will be ready to do, if he have a party once again ſtrong enough to vail (as he vilely ex­preſſeth it) that pompous worldly ſtate and wicked ſuperiority which Church governors had obtained, one inſtance of which pomp he gives (more like a ruſtick pedant, or mechanick Plebeian, than a civil Gentleman, or a well bred Scholar) in the Lawn ſleeves,A Gr p. 25. Mr. Graftons great ſcandal againſt Epiſ­copacy from lawn ſleeves and other Biſhops  [...]r­naments. I ſuppoſe he means the rocket and chymer too, which Biſhops in England do uſe.
§. Et pueriliter nimis, & ſcurriliter ſatis, is this your gravity and oratory good Mr. Grafton? Is this a ſin, or fault, or ſhame, or an unlawful pomp to be found fault with in Biſhops? Have you no greater inſtances of your ſcandals from their cloaths and ornaments? It is a very hungry fly of malice and envy that lights on theſe neither coſtly or flanting ornaments; I confeſſe I never ſaw any ſuch glory in them, but rather have wondred how our ancient and reformed Biſhops in England did not chuſe to themſelves ſome other mens grand, maſculine, rich, auguſt, and venerable garments and attire, nearer their Doctors gowns, or the Parliament robes, or the Judges veſtments; Truly to me theſe white habits ever ſeemed rather Arguments of modeſty, humility, and ſimplicity in Biſhops, than of pride or pomp, for to expreſſe (as ſome fancied) by the white linnen breſt plate and ſleeves, candorem pecto­ris, caſtitatem corporis, & charitatem operis; The candour of their mind, the chaſtity of their bodies, and the charity of their works. §. Alas, is your pique at theſe poor things, that are ſo near a kind to rags and tindar? Truly this petulant paſſage argues a more vulgar, trivial, and Plebeian ſpirit, [Page] than I wiſh in Mr. Grafton, or any man that means well: The Libeller is not ſuch an Idiot as to think God pleaſed with black, and offended with white; Nor hath Mr. Grafton cauſe to ſuſpect ſo by the Angels appearing, or the Emblems of Chriſts glory and preſence in his transfiguration; Are there not ſome that will quarrel too at your girdle, and caſ [...]ock, and gown, if you dare uſe them? Is not the cuſtome of any Countrey made the Law of its faſ [...]on, and therefore thought comely becauſe cuſtomary, the fancy being reconciled to all things by the lonocinium oculorum eyes interceſſion, and wontedneſſe to behold them?
§. Truly it is high time for you to give over pumping up your malice againſt Biſhops and Epiſ­copacy, for you non draw the very dregs of in­fantile effuſions; Did your Covenant blanch at theſe toyes, no leſſe than at other innocent Ceremo­nies, more than at bloudy colours (in compariſon) I pray God you may never find greater faults in Biſhops, or ſpots in the Engliſh Epiſcopacy, than the p [...]rſpicuity as you call it (it may be you mean con­ſpicuity of their lawn ſleeves) I doubt not, but they may laſt with honour in this Church, after you and I are in our winding ſheets; Nor ſhall you want proof either of the antiquity of theſe veſtes can­didae in ſacris, the uſe of white veſtures in the Chriſtians ſacred ſolemnities, or of the conſtant and un-interrupted ſucceſſion of Biſhops, as chief Governours of the Church, above Presbyters in all  [...]ges, though with their confeſſe aſſiſtance and brotherly counſel of the graveſt of them as occa­ſion required, which Dr. Gauden is ſo far from [Page] refuſing, that he is ambitious of it, after St. Cyprians modeſty and humility, who yet was a quick vindica­tor of his Epiſcopal eminency and due authority, againſt any factious Presbyters, or Deacons, who were not ſo ſoon to be found in their Parochial livings by many hundred years, as Biſhops were in their Cities and Dioceſses, from which they ſent their Presbyters into the Countries, as occaſion required, which Biſhop Ʋſher and many others have proved ſo clearly to them, if you liſt to read, that I need not here adde my Candle to their Tapers.
§. Mr. Graftons cloſe or farewell to theſe oblique reflections upon the Covenant, conſiſts onely in re­peating ſome of Dr. Gaudens words, and begging not proving the queſtion; ſo concluding Mr. Grafton begs and concludes what he ne­ver proves. myſterially againſt Dr. Gauden, who affirms and demonſtrates beyond all rational and conſciencious reply, that if this Covenants ſenſe and import be not reconciled to the eſtabliſhed government of the Church of England according to Law, to the legal and juſt rights of Bi­ſhops, to the Kings Supremacy in things Eccleſiaſtical, and to every Subjects duty or allegiance, as to his obedience according to Laws of God and man; It will follow, that in good earneſt, there can be nei­ther Law of God or man requiring, impoſing, or com­probating any ſuch Covenant to be ſo taken or kept; So underſtood as Mr. Grafton and the Libeller ſeem ſtill to urge it, againſt the juſt rights of Epiſcopacy in England.
§. This notwithſtanding, he as boldly as blindly concludes, by a very weak and womaniſh flaſh, that the Boanergeſses of the Presbyterian party will find cauſe to cry out againſt Covenant-breaking, nor are [Page] they more willing than Pharaoh and the Egyptians were to go to the Iſraelites, to releaſe the credu­lous conſciences of the vulgar from thoſe ſuperſtiti­ous, injurious and diſloyal bonds, by which they have captivated them to the interests of Presbytery, in order to rob, and ſpoil, and deſtroy Biſhops, that were moſt worthy men, and to extirpate that Epiſ­copal government and authoritie, which is in En­gland, conform (as to the main) to the cuſtome of all ancient, primitive, and pureſt Churches; and to change our Laws civil and eccleſiaſtical, which are ſo long woven together by a ſucceſſion of 500. nay a 1000. years; And laſtly to impoſe by will and force, by vulgar importunity and popular inſolency, ſuch Laws, Rites, and Government Eccleſiaſtical, upon King and Parliament, Clergy and Laity, Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty, as ſhall ſeem moſt convenient to ſalve the credit of ſome ſtick­lers for the Covenant in their rigid and unlawfull Pre [...]byterian ſenſe; And all this ne videantur erraſſe, that theſe Maſters (forſooth) may be honoured be­fore a few people, our Laws muſt be all unhinged, our Church government ſubverted, the King endleſly moleſted, Heaven and Earth Church and State muſt be embroiled and a Covenant, which hath neither Gods nor the Kings authoritative ſtamp upon it, muſt tanquam e poſtliminio be revived and urged again to ſuch a ſtrain of innovation and alteration in Church and State, as is neither con­ſiſtent with equity or charity, reaſon nor religion, true piety or Chriſtian policy, no nor with common honeſty and humanity; And all this to make good the retreat of ſome preſumptuous or ſuperſtitious [Page]Presbyters, whom it would become much better to ſee with ſhame, and own with ſorrow their ametrys and tranſports, to recant and renounce their po­pular and factious both opinions and practiſes, to deprecate the rigor of the Law, and the Kings juſt ſeverity; Not to incroach upon, or abuſe his great clemency, But to acquieſce humbly and thank­fully in theſe gracious remiſſions, indulgences and reformations which his Majeſty was and is willing to grant, And had declared ſo much long ago, to the great ſatisfaction of all honeſt and ſober men, if the immodeſt and unſatiable importunitie of ſome fidling men, had not by the Kings conceſſions hight­ned their factious demands.
§. Nor ſhall Mr. Grafton, or any man of conſcience need to go further for a juſt and ingenious reſolution of the Covenant, The C ve­nant is by its own words bound to its good beha­viour. than it ſelf, whoſe ſenſe, operation, influence and obligation, is ſo limited by its own general words, that no man is permitted, as he cannot juſtly be obliged, to act any thing in proſecution of this Covenant, further than is agree­able to the Word of God, and the duties of his place and calling, of which the Law of the Land is the bound and limit; if men cannot actively conform to the Laws of man, the Law of God commands them quietly to ſubmit, with patience and peace, without murmuring, Sedition, Faction or Rebellion; To begin or foment, which I ſuppoſe no honeſt man can Covenant, and I am in charity prone to think this Covenant intended no ſuch thing in many mens ſenſe, I am ſure it cannot bind any man to ſuch deſires, endeavours or practiſes, if it do by any letter of it, capable of no better ſenſe or interpreta­tion, [Page] to be ſure it is ſo far voyd and null, nor can it be called a breaking of that Covenant, which did and could never bind men; For nothing binds the ſoul or conſcience of any man, but Gods moral ties and commands; Or ſuch ſpontanious and particular vows of our own, as are conform, not any way con­trary, to thoſe general obligations of Gods will in his word, and in right reaſon or principles of common juſtice declared in the Laws of the Land; All beyond, beſides or againſt theſe, is either impious, injurious or ſuperſtitious, and ſo can be of no validity to the judicious Chriſtian.
It is now time for me to return to my Libeller,The Libel­lers  [...] and im­penitency  [...] ſ [...]ith propoſition. and to ſee how ingenious a confeſſion he makes, having been put, by Dr. Gauden, upon the rack of right reaſon, the Laws of the Land, the Catholick cuſtome of the Church of Chriſt, and the rules of true Religion, which ſuffer no man to bind his own or anothers ſoul, beyond that morality, piety, loyalty, juſtice and charity which they en­joyne.
§. But he ſturdy and obſtinate to the death, and reſolved to make good his own, and the intreſt of Dr. Burges, as to his purchaſe or hopes of Church Lands, and is ſo far from confeſſing any thing juſt, honeſt, p [...]netent or ingenious, that although his skin be almoſt flead off, and it only ſticks now (as a rabbets) at his head and ears, yet he kicks and flings and bounds very deſperately; yea he very pertinaciouſly bellows out his fourth propoſition, as ſome Popes did their Bulls and brutiſh thunderbouts of undeſerved excommunication, threatning all with deſtruction here (for it ſeems he hopes to raiſe an [Page]Army and encreaſe Dr. Burges his quondam troop, to a legion.) Nay and damnation hereafter, as if he had the keyes not only of compurgation, but of Hell it ſelf; And all this terror muſt come upon the Engliſh World, King and people, Biſhops and Presbyters, if they do not conſtantly and conſci­entiouſly obſerve the Covenant, even as to the point of exterpating Epiſcopal Government as by Law eſtabliſhed in England, although there be no­thing in this Hierarchy or Church-Government proved contrary to the word of God, as the power of god­lineſs, or the cuſtome of Primitive Churches, or to the rule of right reaſon, or the meaſure of true policy; Nothing againſt faith or good manners, if any little things be amiſs, exceſſive or defective in the conſtitution or cuſtomary execution of that Government, they are eaſily ſupplyed or reformed by godly and wiſe Biſhops, or good Laws.
§. Yet upon point of damnation this Covenant muſt be obſerved, even to that Presbyterian rigor of ſenſe and effect, which is evidently contrary to the duty of Chriſtians and good ſubjects, as to your o­bedience due to the Laws eſtabliſhed, to the King as ſupreme, to the univerſal good cuſtoms and order of this and all Churches heretofore; Contrary alſo to that both charity and equity which is due from all men to one another, not to deprive any of what Eſtate, and honour, and authority they are lawfully poſſeſſed of, and which they have no way forfeit­ed.
§. And all this muſt be driven on after long troubles by vertue of a Covenant, which neither God nor the King, nor our Laws ever enjoyned; nor the [Page] example of any famous Church commended, nor any proſperous or pious events and ſucceſses have endeared to the Nation, nor one half of the Nation ever took; And few that did, ever took it or in­tend and deſire to keep it in any ſuch an Epiſcopal ſenſe; The generality of all people, Nobility, Gentry, Miniſters and others, (no leſs than the Kings declared practiſe, teſtifying, that they deſire to be governed in Eccleſiaſtical affairs) and by good Biſhops according to the good Laws and cuſtoms of this and all ancient Churches.
§. But this head-ſtrong and bold bayard (the Libeller) is yet ſo hard-hearted or hard-mouthed, as not to check at this ſharp bit and bridle, put into his mouth, and the whole Nations, by his de­nouncing (as from the Troops) deſtruction and damnation to all England that keep not this Cove­nant to his ſenſe, that is, ſo as may ſave the ſtake or adventure of Dr. Burges and his aſſociates in their purchaſe of Biſhops Lands, &c.
§. Yet here he ſtops, and rebounds a little at his own inſolency, which crying out darus ſermo, this is a hard ſaying, and ſo indeed it is worthy of ſo hard an heart, and forehead, and hand, as this ſtif-necked and impudent Libeller bears about him.
§. The learned and moſt Scholaſtical diſputant Dr. Burges, hath an anſwer in his paradox of Sacri­ledg which very handſomely eludes, as he thinks, all thoſe many condemnations and curſes, thoſe ſacred, ſolemn abjurations of old uſed and affixed by many Founders and Donors of Lands and revenews to religious and charitable uſes, by which to deter all [Page] covetous ſpirits from adventuring injuriouſly to alienate from, or deprive the donors of thoſe gifts; He there very briskly avoids thoſe Thunder-bolts; what that ſaying, The curſe cauſe leſs ſhall not come with more Sophiſtry and fallacy than conſcience or juſtice in many of theſe caſes, which he arms at, e­ſpecially as to Biſhops and Church-lands, in which he was deeply engaged.
§. And may not Dr. Gauden with the good leave of ſuch a purchaſer, make uſe of his expreſſion, in a caſe much more clearly, honeſt, juſt and conſci­entious? Neither deſtruction here, nor damnation No damnati­on to thoſe that keep not the Co­venant in a Presbyterian ſenſe. hereafter ſhall (as to the merit of this caſe) befall thoſe who do not (as they ought not by the Laws of God or man) obſerve or keep that Covenant taken, Sep. 11. 1643. in ſuch a ſenſe as is deſtru­ctive to that Primitive, Catholick, Chriſtian, and legal Government by Biſhops in the way of Epiſcopacy which was then by Law ſetled in England, and ever was, as to the main of its order, authority, and policy in this, and all Churches ſince they were Chriſtian.
§. His 1. Argument, Lib. pag. 21. The Libel­lers vain ter­rours and curſes. (which muſt be the anvil and hamm [...]r by which this Cyclops or Boanerges muſt forge and enforce his Thunderbolts) is; God will re­quire performance, and ſeverely puniſh the breach of a Covenant, if made between man and man, ergo, of this &c. The Libeller was never taken for a good diſputant, no more than Dr. Burges, elſe he would have limited the major to only Lawful Co­venants between man and man; Such as are of things in our moral power, neither to Gods nor mans injury; Elſe that propoſition is a rankly falſe, [Page] and fallacious, as its propoſers armes are.
2. He muſt prove the minor propoſtition, that this Covenant which he ſo urgeth to be obſerved, in a ſenſe deſtructive to the Epiſcopacy of England, eſta­bliſhed by Law, is in that ſenſe, notion and deſign, lawful; Or reconcilable with the duty we ow by Gods and mans Laws. 1. To the King as Supreme. 2. To the Church and our Countries honour and peace. 3. To the glory of God, in the well Govern­ment of this Church. 4. To the reputation of reformed Religion. 5. To the conſcience and care of avoyding Sacriledg. Schiſme, and faction. 6. To the juſtice we ow to all godly, honeſt, and deſerving men, ſpecially Ministers, yea and chief Govern­ours, or Fathers of the Church, as Biſhops, whom no man can lawfully Covenant to degrade of their dignity, or deprive of their eſtates, and deſtroy, as to their authority, any more than their perſons or life, contrary to Law, No more than he may thus wickedly, cruelly and injuſtly act againſt them; which injuries by ſome deſperate men have been meditated and promoted, of which the Libeller loves not to hear, nor dare he patronize them, for fear of poor Peters his fate.
§. But to palliate the looſeneſs, fraud, and fal­lacy of his 4. damning propoſitions, he haſtens as if all were Goſpel; he writs to prove his hard, but true ſaying (as he calls it) of vengeance againſt Co­venant breakers, by induction of ſome particular inſtances out of the Scripture.
§. God confirmed, he ſaith, the raſh fraudulent and inconſiderate oath made to the Gibeonites, and puniſhed Sauls perjurious zeale againſt them; ergo a [Page]Covenant taken, obtruded, urged & in a ſence injurious to God and good men, muſt be ſo kept, as this Libeller and others deſign.
§. The fraud of this Sophiſter lyes in confound­ing all Covenants, as if they were all of a ſize, paralel and equal, whether juſt or unjuſt, lawful or un­lawful, with due authority or without it, againſt things, good, or evil, or indifferent.
1. The League Of the league be­twixt the Iſraelites and Gibeonites urged by the Libeller and Mr. Grafton. or Covenant made by Joſhua and the Princes of Iſrael was only civil and ſecular, not Religions. 2. It was made by the chief counſel and authority of the Nation. 3. It was in things within their power as civil and ſecular. 4. It was to the injury of no honeſt men. 5. Though it was raſh and unadviſed in point of prudence, and thoſe rules of policy, as to war with thoſe Nations, which God had given to the Iſralites, yet God confirmed it. 1. To puniſh their raſhneſs and unadviſedneſs. 2. To preſerve the Law and leagues of man-kind, when poſſibly begun by an honeſt fraud & ſurprize, yet afterward deliberately confirmed as this was. 3. God had mercy for the poor Gibeonites, as leſs ſinners, or now more diſpoſed to fear and repent than others of the Nations; Therefore though God puniſheth their fraud by ſervitude, yet he will have the oath and Covenant made good; Since it was not to the injury of any, but themſelves, who might juſtly, and without ſin, bear any diminution put up­on themſelves in ſecular and civil concernments.
§. Tell me now (O Egregious Libeller) is your caſe and ſenſe and intended execution of the Co­venant like this? Begun without, yea againſt the will of the Supream Magiſtrate by a part of the [Page] Nation, firſt taking it upon themſelves, and then ſeeking to impoſe it on others by terrour who were free-men, and over whom they had no ſuch power by Gods or mans Laws; lo which ſenſe, if it ſhould ſtill be executed, as the Libeller clamors, it muſt but conſicat and continue thoſe unjuſt and violent proceedings, which ſome men did begin and carry on againſt all Law, equity and conſcience againſt Biſhops and other honeſt men, againſt King, Chur [...]h, State, R [...]ligion, Reformation; Com­pare at your leiſure (O Libeller) theſe caſes, Saul and the I [...]raelites deſerved Gods wrath for breaking their vow and oath to the Gibeonites; And ſuch Covenanters as you, would have the Engliſh world to deſerve the like wrath of God, if they either ſhould take or keep this Covenant in your Ʋnjuſt, Cruel, Factions, Diſloyal, Schiſmatical, and Sacrilegious ſenſe: No, all Dr. Burges purchaſe of Biſhops Lands and all he gapes for, is not worth ſuch a ſin, and ſhame, put by ſuch Sophiſters on the Nation.
 [...]§. His ſecond Sophiſme is, any ſworn Covenant be­tween man and man is the oath of God and this Co­venant; er [...]o Sacred, Inviolable, and Damnable if broken and unrepented: This the ſlatterer means, I ſuppoſe, and it is granted as true, if it be reſtrained to oaths, vows and Covenants that are lawful, juſt, honeſt and in our power; The God of truth who  [...]t in his holy Covenant, exacts from man alſo the keeping of all Covenants taken by us in juſtice, truth and holineſs; But he is far from allowing thoſe Idolaters of Baal- [...]erith, who under pre­tence or a Covenant follow lying vanities, Sacri­legious cruelties, and injurious uſurpations: To [Page] which no Covenant of God can bind, nor of men ought to oblige.
§. Here the man heaps up Scriptur [...]s to no pu [...] ­poſe, he knows that God as much forbids taking and ke [...]ping, falſe, unjuſt, and ſacrilegious Oaths, vows and Covenants, as he exacts the obſervance of ſuch as are juſt: Zedekiahs caſe is of all other moſt improper to the Libellers purpoſe, for then the late Kings oath to preſerve the rights of the Church and Clergy holds good againſt the Covenant, if it was to deſtroy and ſtrip them, ſo the pr [...]vious oaths of Al­legiance and Supremacy bind all Subjects to the laws in force, and accordingly to their obedience to the King, and all others ſet by him over Church or State.
Zedekiah as a conquered King had taken law and life, and liberty, and kingdom from the Conquerour Ne­buchadrezar, for theſe benefits he is bound to the peace and homage required of him; He had power by the Law of God and nature, to accept of theſe condi­tions, and to ratifie things by his oath, which b [...]nds him, not onely in policy, and by the Law of Nations, but in piety to God; becauſe in rebus licitis & ho­neſtis, though the bargain was ſomething hard, yet it was in things honeſt, & in nullius injuriam, and in his own power.
§. Let your Covenant be brought to this ſenſe of juſtice, honeſty, and indempnity, to all good Laws and good men, you ſhall not need to fear men with Ana­thema's, or Presbyterian excommunications; onely this I muſt tell you, Biſhops and Epiſcopacy will then ſtand, and your Dr. Burges will looſe his ſacrilegious purchaſe, which none by Gods or mans Laws had [Page] power to ſell or b [...]y, as your Dr. Burges knew well, ergo, majus crimen babel, his guilt with Judas is grea­ter than his gain can be.
H [...]  [...] and  [...] of Scriptures§. So that this Libellers cunning cumulation of Scriptures, and his Emphatick urging them, (with I pray mark, and again thus) Theſe are but as the fine words that ſome Jaglers and Hocus Pocus's uſe to their gaping Spectators, to amaze them, till they do their tricks, or cut their purſes; All theſe, nor a whole cart load of Scriptures, will not enable Dr. Burges to take an unlawful Oath and Covenant, nor to keep it, or any lawful one unlawfully; that is, with injuſtice, oppreſſion, and ſacriledge.
§. This crafts-maſter and enchanter hopes to darken mens eyes, and eclipſe the Sun of Reaſon and Religion, by crying it is as clear as the Sun, that God will never put up the wilfull breach of any lawful Cove­nant, but dreadfully puniſh it, even on Kings them­ſelves; very true, but that is not the caſe, nor the ſenſe (O noble Libeller) And is it not as clear that God will puniſh thoſe that Covenant with ſin and death, that bind themſelves and others with unrighte­ous decrees; that ſwear with Herod moſt raſhly, and then for ſhame and ſenſe of honour muſt keep their oath by a kind of Heroick cruelty; and leaſt he ſhould be forſworn, he muſt murther John Baptiſt, whereas Herod might have kept his oath in waies juſt and generous enough, by reſtraining it (as this Covenant ought to be) to a ſenſe, juſt, lawfull, honeſt, and within his moral power.
§. So this ſacrilegious Libeller, and his rigid Pres­byterian party, they covetouſly covenanted, in hope they ſhould extirpate Biſhops, poſſeſſe their eſtates, [Page] ſhare their authoritie, abrogate all ancient Lawes of Church and State.
§. But this ſenſe violent and unjuſt, was not the ſenſe and deſign of ſober Covenanters, they declared contrary, and were alwaies really under the ſalvo's and reſtraints, tacite or explicite, of duty to God, the King, and their Neighbours, according to juſtice, former oaths, and Laws in force; Yet ſtill this Harpy and his ſeconds dream of devouring Biſhops and their Land; No man denies them the ſevereſt and rigideſt keeping of their Covenant in all honeſt and juſt ways, but to ſacrifice the honour, conſcience, juſtice, peace, prudence, and religion of this Nation and Church onely to gratifie a few greedy cormorants, under colour of the Covenan [...], upon I know not what tenors of deſtruction and damnation, that an impudent Libeller (obſcure, and aſhamed to own his name) ſhall dare to threaten King and his people will all this, were to be afraid of (umbram aſini) an aſſes ears, as if they were horns; or to expect he will make a learned ſpeech, when he onely brayes moſt lamentably, he is not to be regarded, though he be the aureus Aſinus of Apuleius, and hath been able to purchaſe a good parcel of Biſhops and Church lands.
§. O how pleaſant a ſight will it be to all honeſt men, (as in the caſe of Crown lands) to ſee theſe crafty Merchants bite their fingers inſtead of licking them, when they are by Law taught to ſpell their Covenant to a ſenſe, that is onely juſt, legal, and honeſt, or elſe to read it backward, to repent and recant it, ſo far as it is inconſiſtent with truth, right, and peace; there is no ſuch charm or bond in any [Page] paſſages of it, but they may be eaſily undone by a juſter and higher power than that which impoſed it, or ſpontaniouſly took it in an unjuſt ſenſe, and to end [...] unwarrantable.
 [...].§. This ſcare crow or oxe of clouts (the wretched Libeller) ſtill goes on, to ſet up this wind-mil of his fancy, as to Scripture ſeverity, againſt perjury, (like thoſe which are uſed in gardens to drive a way birds from Fruit, by their ratling at every puff of wind) So this man (if he be a man, for he hath the petulancy and malice of the worſt of wo­men) fils his mouth with Scripture breath, which the Devil may do. & will do for his deſignes, only to ſcare away the Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters from reſuming their Eſtates, Lands, and Houſes; Secure him but, as to this danger, you ſhall ride him with what curb or ſnaffle you pleaſe; He is not tender mouthed, as to any oaths, if he be, let him look to keep ſtricktly thoſe he formerly took, according to Law, and which to be ſure bind him to the Laws of God and men.
§. It is as true and trite and not diſputed by Heathens, that the divine veracity and conſtancy abhors, forbids, and will puniſh ſeverely, both per­jury and ſa [...]riledg, being both ſins defying or deny­ing God.
But as Sacriledge is confined to the unjuſt vi­olation, Alienation or Dehoneſtation of things truly ſacred, by their Relation, Dedication, or con­ſecration to God and his ſervice; So Covenant-breaking and vow-violating or perjury are mea­ſured only by the Lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of what is ſworn, vowed or Covenanted, elſe unlawful [Page] oaths, vows, and Covenants bind not, but only to breaking of them: The mills of divine vengeance are as heavy, and grind as much to powder, raſh preſumptious, falſe and unjuſt ſwearers, who bind themſelves to do wickedly, by taking Gods Name, falſly into their mouthes, by ſeeking to make God the patrone of unjuſt actions, as they are againſt thoſe who violate their faith or Promiſe made to God or man in things juſt and lawful. Nor is there leſs perjury (a parte ante, & pone, than retro & a parte poſt) forward than backward; He falls bad enough into the mire of ſin, who falls on his face, by taking unlawfull oaths and Covenants to ſin, as well as he that falls backwards, by not keeping ſuch as he hath Lawfully taken; But both the Libeller and Mr. Grafton are ſhy of this re­troſpection, how, by whom, to what, in what ſenſe they are bound by their Covenant, leaſt up­on due examination they find their errour, and be forced to recant, to the great diſgrace of their Antiepiſcopal party and faction, which having neither law of God nor man, for their deſign be­gun with the ſword, and carried on with a pre­tended Covenant, or intereſt of Presbyters, againſt Epiſcopacy.
§. There is yet one thing more that lies in the Li­bellers way,Mr. Grafton and the Li­bellers ſhifts make the Covenant National. at which he ſtumbles, & cruſheth (like Balaam on his Aſſe) his leg againſt the wall, where the way is narrow and preſſeth upon him, between the unlawfulneſs of the matter in his injurious and Sacrilegious ſenſe, and the want of due and ſupreme Authority to ſet off his Sacred Covenant, to make it legal, and ſo National; The King (he [Page]confeſſes) as Father of the Family did forbid it) not we preſume as to what may materially be in it, Hon ſt, Religions, Juſt, Loyal and Moral; No, the King was too good a Chriſtian to deny theſe bonds, which he knew God, the Laws, and his Majeſty had on mens conſciences) But all know, that, his Majeſty hill had juſt jealouſies of the Covenant, leaſt under the face of an Angel of Light, of fair & god­ly words, Satan an enemy to King & Biſhop, might be hal [...] And leaſt while men pretended reforma­tion, they might intend extirpation, deformation and d [...]ſtruction. The  [...] Cove­nant. 2. His Majeſty juſtly denyed, be­cauſe it was contrived, offered and obtruded, with­out his Counſel taken. 3. He ſaw which way ſome Presbyterians at firſt did both interpret and intend it, their words and actions Proclaimed their ſenſe of it, againſt Root &  [...]ranch, good & bad, chaff & wheat; Epiſcopacy no leſs then Prelacy (for ſo thoſe Crit [...]ks diſtinguiſh where is no difference) The envy, revenge, ambition, covetouſneſs of ſome men, was to b [...] ſatisfied only by worrying to d [...]ath the godly Biſhops and venerable Epiſcopacy it ſelf, with the whole Church of England, no Catholick cuſtom, no Laws of the Church and Kingdome, no pr [...]cript [...]on o [...] a Thouſand years, no learning, merit, a [...]e, or uſefulneſs may be pleaded, to keep but poſ­ſ [...]ſſion of their own during their lifes, no not one foot, or pens or Cottage which belonged to them, as Biſhops, or ot [...]er dignified and Clergy-men belong­ing to their Counſ [...]l and aſſiſtance in Cathedrals, muſt be allowed them; Therefore the late wife King finding ſome men thus maliciouſly to take and ex­ecute the Covenant, and knowing the petitions [Page] and expectations of ſo many worthy Biſhops and others for their preſervation and his too, and the Churches too; He did reſolutely deny it, yea and died rather than allow it, in that injurious and ſacrilegious ſenſe, leaſt under the belly or over the back of the Covenant, as a ſtalking-horſe, the Ene­mies of this Church and State, Papal or Presbyte­rian, ſhould with their Sacrilegious murthering piece, at once deſtroy the Order, Honour, Glory, Renown, Re­verence, Authority and Government of this ſo Famous, Ancient, Flouriſhing, and reformed Chriſtian Church, which hath been ever bleſſed with Excellent Biſhops, and by them, and under them; Nor was any thing ever amiſs, but it was either imputable to the indiſcretion of ſome Biſhops, and not to the Governments Conſtitution, or might eaſily be reme­died by their wiſdome, piety and charity.
§. So then the Libeller and Mr. Grafton doth but vapour and flouriſh, and beat the Ayre with their Flag-ſtaffs without any ſwords; For i [...] is as falſe, that God exacts the performing of any morally or civilly unlawful Covenant, or oath, or that he al­lowes any to keep or ſtretch a Lawful oath unlaw­fully (as if a man ſhould ſwear to pare ones nayles, or trim his beard, and cut off his fingers ends or ears) as it is true, that private and perſonal oaths, morally lawful do bind, though there be no publique, civil or ſupream Authority injoying them; But no ſuch private oathes may lawfully be taken or kept in contradiction to, or violation of former publique oaths and Laws, yet binding to our duty, which is the caſe of the Covenant, if urged to a Presbyterian Anarchical ſenſe, unlawfull and ſacrilegious, [Page] againſt Biſhops and Epiſcopacy.
L [...]l page  [...] O [...] b [...]g [...]g  [...].§. After this the Libellers belly gripes him, at one Pill of Dr. Gaudens, which calls ſome men bungling Reformers, this he ſayes is either Blaſphemy againſt his God, or rayling nonſenſe; So it is to call a ſpade, a ſpade, to ſpeak the moſt pregnant & pun­gent truths, which many years miſeries have told us, The crafty Merchant will not indure this free­dom if it touch his copy-hold, or look ſquint at Dr. Burges purchaſe; No ſober man may doubt of, or deny a bleſſed reformation of Religion, theſe laſt 20. years, in which ſome have riſen from the dung hil to ſit above Princes; The monſter will not endure Job to complain on the dung-hil, and to ſcrape his ſores with a pot-ſherd, whoſe miſeries and Tragedies all ingenious ſpectators behold with tears of a­stoniſhment; if he, and his Dr. Burges, can lick themſelves whole, by hedging in their deſperate ad­venture of money lent on the publique faith, and ſo getting a good penniworth of Biſhops Lands, all is well, though he payed not half the value, as he did not, for the firſt money lent was loſt as well as other mens; His Gods that impoſed on others a Covenant of ſalt, why did they not keep their publique faith? Or why ſhould Dr. Burges and ſome few purchaſers of Biſhops and Church-Lands ſpeed better by their ſacriledge, than many honeſt men, who durſt not buy Biſhops Lands, nor wil­lingly lend any money, but only payd a Ranſome from popular Plunder & Ordinances of ſequeſtra­tion, as they did many years taxes; The juſt Prize which our worthy healers, the Libellers Gods, or A [...]ſ [...]ulapiu [...]es, had deſerved, for the great cure of [Page] this Church and Kingdom; The firſt not to be healed by them, till they covenanted and performed the de­ſtruction of Biſhops, and all legal Epiſcopacy; The ſe­cond not to be cured till the Kings head was cut off; Are not theſe your worthies, your Gods, and worthy to be your Reformers, O devout Li­beller?
§. After all this ſwaggering, yet the Libeller,Lib [...]l. p. 26 The c nf [...]ſſi­on o the Libeller  [...] ­gai [...]ſt his deſign. as the Demoniack in the Goſpel, after crying and tearing and foaming, comes to his ſenſes, and con­feſſeth oaths, if their matter be ſinfull, do not bind, but to break them, or rather not to keep them; Pray Sir keep in this pound, and keep your Dr.  [...]urges with you; This will keep him from going with any joy to Wells again, for the Covenant may neither be kept nor taken in any unjuſt ſenſe, nor can it keep him, or any man in his unjuſt poſſeſſion of Biſhops and Church-lands; If any men, or the two Houſes, or the Aſſembly, or all Scotland ſhould covenant to take away all men: eſtates that have red hair, black beards, blood-ſhot eyes, and ſhort legs, and theſe marks ſhould fall on Dr. Burges or the Libell r, would they not cry amain, ſuch a Covenant is unjuſt againſt honeſt men, upon no valid reaſon, againſt law, property, liberty of the Subject, and all good con­ſcience; yet are the allegations againſt Biſhops and Epiſcopacy leſſe capable to juſtifie their b [...]ing de­ſtroyed by the Covenant, than thoſe unlucky cha­racters are of any Zoilus, with Laconick legs and Draconick eyes.
§. The Oxford Reaſons reprinted, this Libeller blows away with an eaſie breath, as leaf gold, or dry leaves, being an antidote as he thinks, againſt taking [Page]the Covenant, but no expulſive or diſpenſation, to the takers of it, for their not keeping it, he means ſtill in h [...]s  [...]ntiep [...]ſcopal ſenſe, ſo as may inſnare Dr. Burges lands.
§. But the man hath ſure a better noſe, if he had a mind to hunt the right hare; Dr. Gaudens and ſo the Oxford reaſons are urged not againſt the illegali­ty of the authority onely, but the immorality of the matter, and the Schiſmatical Sacrilegious inju­riouſneſſe of the keeping this Covenant in a ſenſe d [...]ſtructiv [...] to Epiſcopacy, to many Biſhops and other honeſt m [...]n, to the Laws of the Land yet unrepealed, to the duty of allegiance and lawful obedience which Subjects is owe to the King, and Presbyters to Biſhops; Theſe are the bones which the Libeller finds in the Oxford reaſons, and therefore ſpits them out as ſoon as he taſts them, for he ſaw they were not for his turn, and did hold firm as well after as before any Covenant in an unlawful ſenſe.
 [...].§. He very properly tells us this Kingdom, and ſo the Church, entered into the Solemn Covenant; What, without the King? Did the body ſpeak without the head? Sure it is no Kingdom without the King, much leſſe a covenanting Kingdom; And did the ſame kingdom aftertake engagements againſt the King and all Monarchy? And did the ſame Church engage againſt all Biſhops and Presbyters, and Miniſter [...] and Churches? What our Brethren of Scotland did, and how, and how many, and by what rules, and to what ends, Dr. Gauden is not ſollicitous to enquire▪ that is another Province, and Dr. Burges when he ſuffered the gentle laſh, was beſt able to tell you his ſenſe of their action; For which ſee [Page] alſo his learned reply, called, The wh [...]ppe [...] whipt; no Ape with a chain, hath more pr [...]tty fea [...], winding, turning, and avoiding the laſh, than that grave Au­thor uſeth.
For the Low  [...]ountries The Low Cou [...]ries C [...]nant. and Prince of Oranges caſe, who began that Covenant called the Guenſes, which  [...]rederea and other [...] countenanced in a popular way, againſt the prudent  [...]o [...]erneſſe, Margaret of Auſtria, let them plead for  [...]t that are concerned in it, and who dearly paid for it, firſt and laſt; I believe rea­ſon of State firſt moved in that buſineſſe, followed with long wars, and many Tragedies, and ſo doth Dr. Gauden think 'tis reaſon of S [...]ate which chiefly moves this Libeller thus to rack the Covenant to his unjuſt, ſacrilegious, impenitent, and unr [...]ſtoring ſenſe, that Dr. Burges may keep his Biſhops lands, who is no Biſhop, and 'tis pitty he ſhould, till he be of his old mind again, which was for Biſhops tooth and nail, and very bitter againſt their enemies; but he hath turned over a new leaf, and learned that Divi­nity in  [...]is Sheep-skins and Evidences, which he never read in the Scripture, Fathers or Councils, or any learned writer, no not in Mr. Cartwright, or Mr. Knox, all againſt ſacriledge, that is  [...]lienating Church Lands againſt Law, and without King and Biſhops conſen [...].
§. And thus Mr. Libeller (who may well take the degree of Doctor in that faculty) you ſee that Dr. Gauden hath diſcovered your ſacrilegious fal­lacies, deſpiſed your ſilly and unwitty ſarcaſmes, not gathering the flowers or fruits of your ſorry Libel, which are none, but weeding away your hemlock and henbane, by which you ſeek to poyſon [Page] the Nation anew, and to pervert that onely honeſt and juſt ſenſe, which either is in, or ought to be made of the Covenant; How gaudy the field is of Dr. Gaudens Analyſis, your clincking and childiſh folly is no competent judge; But to eccho to your wit, it will be no very gaudy day to you, or your Dr. Burges, when the Biſhop of Wells comes to his lands, and the Dean to his houſe, out of which the Cove­nant, if honeſt and juſt, could not drive them, being legal and uncondemned men; nor either can or will it keep you in your uſurpations of their rights, not them from their juſt poſſeſſions; And where then is all your labouring in the fire and furnace, your blowing with the bellows of faction, to heat the Covenant ſeven times hotter than any honeſt man either deſigned, or took it in, or can with con­ſcience and juſtice keep it? Namely to the utter deſtruction of all lawful Biſhops and ancient Epiſ­copacy in the Church of England; but to your com­fort (or terrour rather) there is a young man now appearing in the fiery furnace, with the conflicting Church of England, and its afflicted Clergy, Biſhops, and others; He appears as an Angel of God, mira­culouſly come hither to relieve both Church and State; He is, and will be their Patron and D fender, he onely is worthy to be their reſtorer and reformer, who is their King, and worthy to be the Son of ſuch a Father.
§. And now, O Nebucadonoſor, and Holofernes, (for ſo this cruel and curſt Libeller may juſtly be called) you may have leiſure ere long to laugh and ſcorn more heartily at the Church of England, as a mother, The Libel­lers ſcorn to o [...] the Church of England  [...] a mother. and at the Biſhops as Fathers, when you ſhall [Page] ſee them come out of that furnace, which you hoped had quite conſumed them, unleſſe you can make good by ſome means your horrid menace of dam­nation hereafter, and of deſtruct [...]on here both to the King and all his kingdoms; In which all honeſt men abhor now ſuch putid Sophiſtry, and frontleſſe Sophiſters, who aſhamed to own themſelves in ſo evil a cauſe, do creep out like vermine in the dark, and appear onely in the vizard of Libels, which ſhew them to be as honeſt men as thoſe carnati carnifices were, who durſt not but be in diſguiſes, when they did that horrid act, the execrable murther of the King, even of that King who made ſuch con­ſcience of ſacriledge, and dyed a Martyr for the Church and Kingdom; certainly if the Covenants words and ſenſe be ambiguous or obſcure, no oracle (next Gods word) can better tell us what ought to be the ſenſe of it than our Laws, and the Kings great example, whoſe wiſdom we now find, after many miſeries, was as the Propheſies or Oracles of God, ſo much they have been fulfilled in our miſeries, and now in our hoped felicity, by the happy reſtoring of his Son our Soveraign Lord and King.
§. Having thus diſcharged the Libeller with more than one flea in his ear, and with great flames in his Conſcience, (unleſſe he have ſuch a crack in his brain as may make his excuſe from ſin, and ſacri­ledge, by his frenzy) The laſt work is to pay Mr. Grafton Grafton p 26. Mr. Graftons popular and vain fears. his due alſo, after the different account and rate which he may deſerve either of charity or civility.
§. His fear (good men) is, leaſt Dr. Gaudens down-right blows may quite break in ſunder what­ever [Page] may be of ſacred bond in the Covenant, and in­ſtead of leaving an ulcer of putrid faction, he cut in ſunder veins, and ſinews, and bones that are ſound and good; But this dread of his is in vain, for Dr. Gauden ſtill aims to bring it to the rule of juſtice by Gods and mens Laws, without which it cannot be ſacred; Thoſe are like utterly to break it, who bend it to factious, partial, ſiniſter, unjuſt, violent, unlawful deſignes, which make every thing execrable that is ſo abuſed, though they be the bleſſed ſa [...]raments of the Lords Supper it ſelf, which ſome (as in the powder plot) have taken, as a bond and ſeal of ſecrecy to their treaſons and villanies; I ſtill hope better things of the Cove­nant, and it ſhall be the rigid Presbyterian covenan­ters fault, if they make it to be wholly broken and baffled by their rigid, ſacrilegious, diſloyal, unjuſt urging and keeping it, in any preſumptuous, ſuper­ſtitious, injurious, ſeditious, or Schiſmatical ſenſe, againſt all which the Covenant doth by many words engage them, more than it can in juſtice, or rea­ſon, or law, againſt regular Epiſcopacy, or the rights of Biſhops, or the Churches honour, of the kingdoms peace.
§. Mr. Graftons note, that the paucity of Cove­nanters Of the many o [...]  [...] Co­venanters. doth not diſcharge its obligation, is true, if it bind to juſt things; and 'tis as true, that the multi­tude of takers doth not confirm it, if it bind to things unlawful, no more than Queen Mary's both houſes of Parliament, making a Covenant with the Pope and Papacy, did bind the Nation for ever to the errours and ſuperſtitious of that profeſſion: Dr. Gau­dens argument from the paucity, was to ſhew how [Page] far it is from ſuch a National drag-net as took in all, yet are none diſobliged from their duties, but bound by ancienter, diviner, and more legal bonds, from which the Covenant can abſolve no man, nor enable him to act contrary to them.
§. He is again ſcratching or clawing the Kings moſt ſacred Majeſty, who is never the more ſacred for his paſſive taking or ſuffering the croſſe of the Covenant, unleſſe the Covenant were taken, and to be kept onely in a ſacred ſenſe, which muſt be juſt to God and man, to his own rights as King, and his Subjects in Church and State, againſt which the King alone cannot take any Covenant which ſhall be injurious to God himſelf and others, becauſe the King is a publique perſon, and all eſtates have right in his protection, as he hath the right of domi­nion above all, and for all his good Subjects benefit.
§. For Dr. Gaudens making one of the number of his Covenanters, as Mr. Grafton reckons without his hoſt, ſo it adds nothing to the matter; for 'tis ſure, neither he nor any man can be bound to any thing before, or after ſuch a Covenant, but what is juſt and honeſt; but to ſatisfie both Mr. Graftons and the Libellers curioſity, who go by hear-ſay, Dr. Gauden aſſures the world, that he never took any oaths, but thoſe appointed by Law, no proteſtation, no engagement, no league, vow, or negative oath, And for this Covenant he offered freely to ſome principal authors of it, his many juſt ſcruples and objections againſt it, both as to its matter and au­thority; He had ſome of their anſwers under their hands agreeable to that ſenſe, in which his [Page] charity w [...] and is willing to interpret the meaning of the Covenant, to reform, not ruine Epiſcopacy; then he declared publiquely his judgement, for Bi­ſhop [...] and Ep [...]ſc [...]pacy to be ſuch as now it is, That he neither could, nor ever would aſſent to the Cove­nant in any ſenſe, but ſuch as was in his freedome to refuſe, and conſiſtent with his former oaths, the Lawes of the Land, and the preſervation of Epiſ­copal government in its juſt rights & enjoyments, in piety, loyalty, and thoſe duties of equity and charity which he owed to God or man.
§. Further than this Dr. Gauden never approved or owned the Covenant, nor ever ſhall any part of it, how good ſoever it may ſeem in ſome things and expreſſions, yet an evil ſenſe muſt not be cove­red under good words, nor may godly expreſſions be afterward wreſted to abet ungodly actions: the whole maſs of the Covenant ſeemed to be ſweetned by thoſe general ſalvo [...]s and reſtrictions put into it, of having regard in all things to the word of God, and to the duties of mens places and callings, and to the power of godlineſſe; Let Mr. Grafton keep to theſe, and ſo keep his Covenant, for ſurely theſe can bind no man to any thing injurious to any honeſt man, or honeſt office in Church or State.
§. Of Dr [...] Gaudens free and publique declaration of his judgement, as to the Covenant in general and particular, hundreds (beſides God and his own Conſcience) are witneſſes, and if ſuch a declara­tion of his ſenſe, what ought to be the meaning of it in conſcience and honeſty, will adde any ſtrength to Mr. Graftons ſenſe of it, or to the Libellers de­ſign of making it ſacred, not ſacrilegious, much [Page] good do them, I believe they will ſooner be drawn to Dr. Gaudens ſober Eiſcopacy, than to their Presbyterian exorbitancy, which he ever openly abhorred, and never ſecretly complyed with; if he had, it had been as much againſt his conſcience, as againſt reaſon, Law, juſtice, charity, and Religion, and he muſt have had no peace till he had publique­ly repented and recanted ſuch diſſimulation, which he abhors as Hell; But none that ever converſed with Dr. Gauden, or his writings, do ſo much as ſuſpect him to be either Antiepiſcopal, or Presbyterian in ſuch a ſenſ [...], as either the Libeller muſt intend by his Covenanting, if he be faithful to his friend Dr.  [...]urges and his purchaſe, or Mr. Cra [...]ton; now openly and moſt importunately, he freely tells the world, that the Epiſcopal Government as by law eſtabliſhed in England, will never be reconciled to his Covenanting conſcience, becauſe he affects either to be over righteous, beyond the ſober, juſt, and honeſt meaning, aplicable to the Covenant, or elſe over wicked, by being more rigid than the ſobereſt maſters of the Cov [...]nant intended.
§. His being apt to think the Covenant in his Presbyterian, injurious, [...] page  [...].  [...] Graſtons  [...] the Covenant  [...] a National o [...]nd. illegal and Anti [...]piſcopal ſenſe, looks very like a National obligation, ſignifies as little, as any other mens thoughts to the con­trary, conſidering the ſtate of the times, and of the 2. Houſes, when this was firſt ſet up in England; at that diſtance from the King, and in deſignes ſo diverſe from our Laws, and ſo palpably for a novel­ty, and a party ſet up, firſt by forrain force and brotherly invaſion; The two Houſes were not half in each, either of Lords, or of the firſt choſen [Page] Commons, how they came ſo thin God knows, tis ſure there was foul play on ſome ſide, however collective they had been, they had not power to make, or take, or impoſe any oath contrary to the Laws of England, which they were truſted to obſerve, not to break, nor yet to abrogate, or change without the Kings conſent; Nay Dr. Gauden hath oft heard that the Houſe of Commons have not power to require oath of any, except perhaps of their own members So that the proteſtation was precarious and per­ſonal, not National, or Mandatory; And to be tree, he knew ſo well the intrig [...]s of thoſe times, (not as one of any faction, but as having many in his obſervation, that were the Jehu's of the times and drove furiouſly) that however many, poſſibly moſt of the 2. Houſes meant, at firſt better than things after proved, yet he is confident he does thoſe men no injury, who were the cheif Engines and Charioters, to ſay they did all things more out of policy than piety, and by this Covenant they in­tended the advance of a party or faction, not of the publique intereſt, as it was comprehended and fixed in our excellent Laws and conſtitutions of Church and State; (Ad quas evertendas nemo ſobrias acceſſit, as Cato ſaid of Julius Caeſar) to the ſub­verſion of which by popular combinations and Covenantings without the Princes or ſupream powers conſent no man comes, but drunk with pride and paſſion, or ambition, or covetouſneſs, or ſu­perſtition.
§. For his Sacred Majeſties ſenſe of it, he can beſt tell what it was and is, but Dr. Gauden be­lieves in Mr. Graftons ſenſe, it will ſeme rather [Page]ſowre Grapes to ſet his teeth on edg, than ſweet ones to refreſh his Soul. After all this ſaid and done, tis ſure neither the King nor any ſubject can be bound by, or to any ſenſe of it, but what is juſt; of which, not his will much leſſe others violence, but the Laws are the meaſure; Nor ſhall Mr. Grafton be more wary of plunging the King and Kingdoms into perjury, than Dr. Gauden is to keep them and himſelf too, from both perjury (which is to take a falſe and unjuſt oath, as well as to break a true and juſt oath) as alſo from Schiſme, Superſtition, Sacriledg, and rigid Presbytery.Of oaths ex­torted by terror.
§. What force and terror was uſed by ſome Co­venanters, Mr. Grafton was not then ſuch a babe & ſuckling, as not to know, if he were, let him read the policies and Hiſtories of theſe Tragique times; Dr. Gauden judgeth that an oath extorted by force and fear, only to a mans Private damage, in things of which he hath moral power, doth bind; But not otherwiſe, nor to anothers injury; For in theſe caſes of ſin and injury the fear may betray a mans conſtancy, yet he muſt repent ſpeedily and not keep it preſumptuouſly; For as, Nemo obligetur ad impoſſibilia, ſo nor ad impia & injuſta, nor can he (requirere or conferre jus in aliena) get or give any right hereby over anothers Goods, Eſtate, Liberty, Life, or conſcience; So that all thoſe ſhreds and ends ſignifies nothing to affix or patch up the Pres­byterian ſenſe of the Covenant, againſt the rights of Biſhops and uſefulneſs of Epiſcopacy in England.
§. He carps at Dr. Gaudens, owning the bonds of God, which are moral, to have in them ſufficient and indiſpenſible Obligations of the ſoul, to all [Page] duty, as if a man were not bound, or not faſt enough in Mr. Graftons judgment, by the precepts of God, Law, and terror of his curſe, even to wrath, Hell and et [...]rnal death, until Mr. Grafton hears him ſwear, or vow, or take ſome Covenant; all which are but ſederings of thoſe moral chains, or as it were hardnings of them, as ſteel or Iron to a greater toughneſs; As to a mans ſenſe, and caution and con [...]nce, which ſometime need ſuch quicknings, and as to others jealouſies who may need ſuch fur­ther a [...]urances, however it is a moſt adamantine truth, that a thouſand other vows and Covenants cannot bind the taker abſolutely againſt any thing naturally guilty, Eccleſiaſtically or politically good, ſuch as Epiſcopacy is without doubt, good orders, juſt diſtinguiſhing, prudent governing, and meet authority; And ſo may be uſeful, yea neceſ­ſary and ſo morally good in the way of duty to God, or good to others, or to a mans ſelf; Nor can they oblige us to any thing which is morally unlawful and unjuſt or injurious to any man, King or ſubject, which the Covenant muſt do in Mr. Graftons Presbyterian ſenſe, and ſuperſtition, unleſs he thinks new Covenants without, yea againſt Law can abſolve from, or abrogate old Laws and all lawful oaths; This I hope Mr. Grafton will grant, and this will ſave Biſhops Lands, lives, honor, office and authority, for all the Covenant, which he may keep in Gods Name, ſo far as it ſtands with a good conſcience, & trencheth not on an others juſt intereſt in thought, word or deed, and if he cannot, by reaſon of the rigor of his ſuppoſed Antiepiſcopal ſenſe in the Covenant, help up [Page] venerable Epiſcopacy, yet I am ſure he cannot be bound to pull or hold it down, ſince this cannot be done but to the great damage of many honeſt men, to the violation of our Laws and Allegiance, to the ſcandal of our Religion, as Chriſtian and reformed, alſo to the Canonization of Schiſme, conſecration of Sacriledge and encouragement of all Seditious Faction, and diſorderly confuſion in Church and State; To prevent which, that Mr. Grafton hath yet skill, courage, or conſcience, let him ceaſe to be pragmatick, and give leave to wiſer men to manage affairs.
§. For Jeptahs vow,Of Jeptahs vow. I do not believe Mr. Grafton thinks Jeptah did literally fulfill it, but in a qua­lified ſenſe of devoted virginity; and few Authors think other wayes, only Lodovicus Capella, in a Tract added to his Myrothecion, labours to prove it li­terally fulfilled by the Fathers killing his daughter, and offering her a burnt Sacrifice to God; a very horrid fact indeed, and ſeemes ſo different from the goodneſs of God, that however that learned man urge the text in Levit. and the face of  [...] or Ana­thema, yet I judge no Saint of God, or true Church of God was ever guilty of ſuch a fact; But God accepted a dedication amounting, as near as could be, of his daughter, ſhort of life.
§. Gods oathes are for our aſſurance, to confirm our faith, and help our unbeliefe, as Tertullian ex­preſſeth it, Beati nos quorum gratia Deus jurat, miſeri ſi nec Deo juranti credamus, Gods oaths cannot but be true and juſt and faithfull, ours ought to be ſo, in truth, righteouſnes and jugdment, without falſity, injury, or ſillineſs; Let the Covenant be ſo, we are agreed; Let no honeſt men have cauſe to [Page] complain that it treads not only on their toes too hard but on their very heads honors, offices liveli­hood and life, then I am ſure Biſhops and Epiſcopacy will be ſafe.
A  [...].§. The ſecond ſuggeſtion of Mr. Gauden is as true, that Imagination or mear preſumption can­not bind in any Covenant, contrary to what in reaſon, juſtice, law, and religion you ow to an­other; It may bind you, as the ſenſe, reaſon and meaſure of your erroneous or impendiu [...] conſcience, to your own injury & damage, in things of which you have dominion or moral power, but not other­waies; Which truth hath as conſiderable a ſtrength as you confeſs the next hath, tis well you own any thing ſo ſtrong, juſt, ingenious or religious, the Libeller (as a Dragon) devours all, denys all, as it he had the Devils Chymiſtry to turn all he toucheth, even Scripture it ſelf, into Soph [...]ſtry and falſity; pray keep to this ſtrength, it will keep you ſafe, and your Covenant unblameable, let it be in nullius in­fariam▪ to no honeſt mans injury; (Though you may injure diſhoneſt men too, by exacting more p [...]nalty of them, than the Law inflicts) much leſs to the Kings injury, or the Biſhops, or the Church, or the Nations; keep your Covenant in theſe  [...], and fortifications Salva res eſt; vicimus; I will not gave a farthing for the Libeller, nor for Dr. Fur [...]es his tenure and Sacrilegious Purchaſe.
 [...].§. Yet again Mr. Grafton repents and repeals to ſome his honeſt conceſſion; And fearing to con­firm Biſhops & Epiſcopacy in their rights, he quarrels at what are Biſhops-rights & the Church-rights, can he tell his own horſe and ſaddle, or his Wife, or [Page] his houſe, or lands, or his maid-ſervant, or his oxe, or his aſſe, or any thing that is his? and how can he tell theſe are his? What if a Sceptick denys them, he will bring forth firſt actual poſſeſſion and quiet, and for a long time, and many witneſses, and fair deeds and records, will this ſerve? All theſe are undeniable for Biſhops, and their intreſt, and can a Covenant rob you or them of all?
§. But he and his muſt have the ſtating of the object, the regulating, rectifying, reforming, modelling, mending of Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, even till they marr all; Good Sir, give leave to the Laws and our Parliaments and Kings and Clergy in all former ages, and to the Church Catholick to be wiſer then you and your faction; you are but of yeſterday, there were with them, and there are ſtill amongſt the Biſhops and Epiſcopal Clergy of England, men much elder and wiſer, without vanity, then you or your Fathers, or your Presbyterian brethren, beſides the Epiſcopal Clergy, and others of their, and the Laws Perſwaſion have almoſt as much right and wit as your ſelves, to judge what is beſt for them and the Church; Nor are you more zealous in words, to have Government and Governours of the Church, ſuch as they ſhould be, than they are indeed (I engage for one if God and the King call me to that work and office.)
§. True, if you can model a Parliament to your own genius, much may be done for Presbytery; But the Engliſh World is not taken with it, you ſhould have given a better caſt of your office and skill in Church-work, when you turned up Presbytery trump, whether the King and the Clergy and the 2. Houſes would or no, for had they continued full and [Page] free, no Presbytery had peeped in England.
§. The regulating of Epiſcopacy  [...]s eaſy, if it come not into Presbyterian hands; Truſt the King, he is wiſe and juſt and  [...]ou have found him very benign and gracious, you ſhall do well not to w [...]re­draw his Gentlines, till it break; rather walk worthy of that indulgence his Majeſty intends you and others, who pleaded weak judgements, and ſtrong paſſions or prejudices, but take heed of ſtrong preſumptions; the fall of Presbytery (and ſo it may be you will ſay of Epiſcopacy) had not been ſo great, if it had not, like young learns flown too high, and melted its wings before it was half over the Sea.
§. The conceſſions which the late excellent King was ready to have granted, as to the tempe­rature of Church Government by Biſhops, are now loſt and forfited by that party, becauſe they then diſdained them, they would have all or none, tis not juſt or fit now they ſhould have very much; however not too much. Government in any latitude is a liquor too ſtrong for moſt veſsels, eſpecially green, raw, and unſeaſoned.
§. The next Paragraph of Mr. Graftons Grafton page  [...]. O [...] Eccleſ. of  [...] is a moſt factions queri, and not worth any ſober mans reply; truly 'tis pitty Mr. Grafton is not monitor or re­membrancer to King, Lords, and Commons, or inter­preter of our Statutes; 'tis ſure that very act or Sta­tute for taking away the high Commiſſion, is by very many learned Lawyers (and one I could name, a man without ſuſpicion for any partiality to Epiſcopacy or Biſhops) who yet upon ſome Presbyterians deſires, of London, (probably Mr. Grafton was one of the fra­ternity) to know his judgement, upon that Act touching Epiſcopal juriſdiction, how far yet in force, [Page] he did very liberally ſhew me his ju [...]icious and lear­ned pains in the point, and concluded for Epiſcopal juriſdiction, ſtill good and valid by Law, and onely abrogated as to the high Commiſſion-Court, I am prone to think Mr. Grafton knows this ſtory to be true, but it was not for him to tell it.
§. After this Mr. Grafton Mr. Graftons  [...]ear of a Na­  [...] nal Cove­nant-break­ing. hath a jealouſie leaſt the ſin of Covenant-breaking may fall upon the Nation, but ſure there is no fear of National perjury by doing right to Biſh ps, and juſtice to Epiſcopa­cy, injury, oppreſſion, and extortion, and injuſtice, and cruelty, ſacriledge and ſchiſm, are ſins alſo of the firſt form, and to be avoyded as well as his covenant breach, or national perjury, which is but a popular and fallacious expreſſion, never to be uſed, till it be proved that the Covenant was a na­tional and legal act; here the words are begged by Mr. Grafton, and applied onely ad faci [...]ndum popu­lum, not ad confirmandum veritatem, d [...] populo ph [...]le­ras; theſe are pretty baits for the vulgar, they do neither tempt nor ſcare wiſe & ſober men, of whoſe ſouls ſafety, and conſciences ſerenity, the Epiſcop [...]l Clergy have as tender a regard as Mr. Grafton can pretend to, or profeſſe; There is as much fear of a raſh Covenant illegally made, violently impoſed, and unjuſtly executed by ſome men, as there can be of breaking, nulling, or diſſolving it, injurious ligatures.
§. But as if Mr. Grafton Page 31. Mr. Graftons uniuſt and u [...]b [...] ſ eming partiality & calumny. were weary of words ſavouring of ſobriety, he now again falls into rude Rhetorick, the vulgar and trivial ſtaffe of old Mar­tiniſts and the like, which loſt the credit of the nonconformiſts for many years, yea he is not aſhamed to aver by a moſt palpable falſity, that Epiſcopacy [Page] hath brought the Reformation to a palpable retrogra­dation, he means (by the marks he gives ſome Biſhops, who obſerved or urged ſome eccleſiaſtical ceremonies more than ſome men could bear, or poſſibly more than were convenient or commanded; Hence till 1 [...]4 [...]. it ſeems the Biſhops and Epiſcopal government had run Reformation much backward; well, but when they were forced out of the box, pray how did the Presbyterian fury drive? Did they not high­ly advance the doctrine, religion, worſhip, miniſtry, all holy duties, yea our very material Churches very much; they and thoſe who got up by their means into the ſtirrup, (and being in the crupper at laſt ſhoved the others over the horſe head) theſe ſet for­ward Mr. Graftons bleſſed refomation, by bring­ing Horſes into Churches, when Biſhops could ſcarce be permitted to dwell in cottages; They advanced re­formation by pulling down Croſses and ſetting up weather-cocks on ſteeples; They ordained one another Miniſters after new forms and faſhions, which the Law of England knew not, nor allowed without the formal authoritative and eſſential words which confer holy orders; The Presbyteri­ans firſt got into good ſequeſtred livings, and car­ried on the reformation of their eſtates very well, they exautorated the Lords Prayer, ten Comman­dements, the three Creeds, the Church catechiſm, and all ancient Liturgical forms of this and other Churches; they ſet up Epiſcopello's or Biſhopperto's in every Pariſh, they unlawfully aſſociated, till they were aſhamed, ſcattered, and confounded; They ca­joled and hugged Independency, till that creeping ivy ſtarved the yet tender and weak plant of Preſ­bytery; This hot ſpur once in the ſaddle, O what [Page] tumults, ſtorms, armies, angers, animoſities, bloud-ſhed, corrupt doctrines, petulant manners, what irreverence, profaneneſſe, ſchiſm, ſacriledge, atheiſm, enthuſiaſms and endleſſe Egyptian taxes perfected our reforma­tion: §. Who can ſufficiently ſet forth the praiſes of the Pre [...]yterian ſ [...]ort reign, or aſpiring rather? It muſt be left to Mr. Graftons more florid and affe­ctionate pen, onely Dr. Gauden is bold to think it came as ſhort in proof as in time of the reign of R. Eliz King James and King Charls the firſt, in whoſe laſt daies the ſtripling of Presbytery, inſtead of a Primmer and w [...]ſour, got a beard and a ſword, yea and a forraign vizard, and a da [...]g [...]r; It had indeed long affected a royal Scepter and a Crown, and plea­ded a right at leaſt to Chriſts Scepter, but the former Princes and Laws ſeverely rapped aff its ſawcy ſin­gers; but the laſt excellent King loſt his head in this Presbyterian fray and quarrel, which Tragedy ſome honeſter and better natured Presbyters did ſo deplore, that though they had no great hope of his being theirs, yet they wiſhed rather to have had Biſhops continued, yea and themſelves to have been made Bi­ſhops, upon condition the Kings life had not been loſt, and Presbytery thereby for ever ſtained with the aſperſions of Royal bloud; for though it were not the Executioner, yet it ſtood too near the block, and was the firſt that taught the King of England what it was to be a priſoner, as Salmatius obſerves, who was himſelf a kind of mongrel, or ambiguous Preſ­byterian.
§. Mr. Grafton again wipes his noſe on the Biſhops lawn ſleeves, which I before told him was for want of good manners, but I will forgive him this rudeneſs if he do not pick their pockets, by and by he is jea­lous [Page] leaſt Dr. Gauden look deſpiciently on inferior Miniſters; God forbid he ſhould have any underva­luing of any honeſt ability, or ſubordinate Presby­ters, of whom he is one, and one of the leaſt of them in many reſpects; Dr. Gauden heartily loves, and ten­derly eſteems them, if worthy men; only if he find a rigid Presbyterian, he thinks he may be better a Cap [...]n without ſpurs and comb, than a Cock, ſo crow­ing, as ſome of them are proue to do in former years over poor Biſhops, and they ſtill fancy England, and London at leaſt, to be their own Dunghill.
Mr. Grafton page 11. Of  [...] againſt what  [...] good  [...]§. Dr. Gaudens affirming, that an oath cannot bind from what is in its nature good, was meant ſo far onely as the uſe of that good may be morally neceſſary for himſelf, or his; as if a man abſolutely vow, neither he nor his, will ever take Phyſick, or be let bloud, or wear a cap, or drink wine; Theſe are raſh and vain vows, and oblige no further than a man can diſpenſe with the uſe of them, without drink and eminent danger of his health and life, which are not his own to ſquander away, or raſhly engage, but to be diſcreetly preſerved for Gods glory, and other [...] good related to us; elſe no doubt a man may in order to promote a ſpiritual good, vow againſt the temporary uſe of ſome things good, lawful and indif­ferent; But this muſt not be raſhly nor ſo, as to ob­lige beyond what he morally owns to ſelf preſerva­tion, much leſſe may a man make a vow in an others behalf, and force them to keep it, as ſome Presby­terians would have all the Nation and Biſhops too, to keep their Covenant, even againſt Epiſcopacy and their own rights; Truly let Presbyters who begot it, keep it, in that rigid ſenſe, if they can, to be ſure they were once better able than moſt Biſhops, who [Page] had much a do to keep themſelves being ſtripped of all by ſome Sacrilegious Covenanters.
§. For the caſe which Mr. Grafton puts rather facetiouſly then conſcienciouſly in reference to ſepa­rating the good not materially but morally from the evil of Epiſcopacy; Mr Graftons plot of re­fin n [...] Epiſ­c [...]pacy. My anſwer is, I know no greater evil in Epiſcopacy, than to have it too much leavened, ſowred, and paled with Presbytery; The adviſe and Counſel of grave and learned Presbyters is good, where required and uſeful, but to have the authority ſo melted and minced, that the Biſhops ſhall have no more of it, than lately the Presbyters left him of his Eſtate, is to render the Biſhop a cypher, and to make every Presbyter a kind of Suf­fragan Biſhop, or a Ruling Elder, and Maſter of miſ­rule.
But if Mr. Grafton have not ſo good a ſieve or fining-pot for Epiſcopacy, as is ſit, let him not fear there are ſome other as wiſe and honeſt men in England, who in this work may ſave him the labour, and ſerve the King and Church and Kingdom, with ſuch juſt proportions, that Epiſcopacy like the ſhew-bread of the Temple, ſhall be neither too fine nor too courſe; by either keeping in all the bran, or bolting out all the flower of Presbytery.
§. Mr. Graftons wonderment may ceaſe,Mr. Grafton page 33. Of vows un­der  [...]aci [...] conditions. as to a man binding himſelf from, and after applying to what appears good and uſeful to him, when he con­ſiders the meaning of Dr. Gauden is not, as to a ſenſible or advantagious temporary good, in point of private profit or pleaſure; To which bounds, the oath though inconſiderate and to his detriment and in­convenience, doth bind; But it is as to a moral good, or evil from which he is thereby excluded, [Page] and to the contrary evil of which he is betrayed, by Sa [...]ri [...]tiouſly extending his oath to the prejudice Of  [...] right and others juſt intereſt in his life, hea [...]th and liberty and eſtate, here by being over  [...], a man may deſtroy himſelf before his time.
§. As if a man vowed he would never go out of his Chamber, either to ſerve God or man, no nor in a fire to ſave himſelf; Here his vow, as it could not be extended, ſo it muſt not be executed be­yond what it could morally be intended or taken, (ſalve des contint nento) with reſerve and ſafety of Gods intereſt, which is a tacite caution and diſpen­ſation; For as we cannot ſwear to the prejudice of our neighbours, ſo leſs to Gods, and no further to our own, than in things under our Dominion and command, ſo as to make a good uſe of them; If a man vow in the time of his plenty, and gain to give a Crown or an Angel a day to the poor, with­out limitation expreſſed, and after grow poor, and cannot ſpare it from his ſupport & his family, he is abſolved and ought not to keep his vow.
§. In his concluſion Mr. Grafton peremptorily reſolves,Of the  [...] Epiſ [...]pacy that though Epiſcopacy were never ſo good, yet unleſs it appear neceſſary, it muſt not break through the bond of the Covenant; Epiſcopacy is not only under the Notion of a good Notional and entitative or National and political, but moral and Eccleſiaſtical, having with it, and in it, ſomthing more Chriſtian and Apoſtolical perfect and Divine, than any other Government beſides the aequum & juſtum, right and juſtice, by Law annexed to it, and not without injuſtice and oppreſſion to be taken from it; He that vows to take away my horſe, muſt [Page] not ſay he will not change his vow, till it appear that my horſe is not only good, but neceſſary for me; I believe both the Law and the Gate-houſe will teach him, that all mens goods in nature, art and uſe, are under the protection of the Law, as things of right and property, and ſo by a moral preceptive and divine neceſſity (forbidding others to rob, or rapine, yea or to covet them unjuſtly) they are the owners; Nor will it ſerve the thiefs turn, to ſay he is a better horſe-man, and can both keep and ride him better, than the right owner.
§. For the Sacred prophanenes which Mr. Grafton talks of in the Doctors props to bear up Epiſcopacy, if they will not ſerve Epiſcopacy, poſſibly they may Presbytery, which fears not to cover and cluck it ſelf under the wings of the Covenant, as a ſtrange chicken; When the ſame Covenant binds againſt Shciſme and Superstition, of which ſcurfe or Leproſy let Mr Grafton (as the Prieſt of old) take view and examine if Presbytery be curable, either to the civil Schiſme which we call faction, contrary to the Laws, or that Eccleſiaſtical, which is con­trary to the Catholick Cuſtome and all the Can­nons of the Catholick Church, as well as this of England.
§. At laſt he ſpeaks very ſoftly of mourning for the faylers of not keeping the vow and Covenant; Pray ſee if there were no faults in taking it, I am ſure there will be in keeping it to ſome mens un­juſt ſenſe, as much as in Abſalom, who had his ambi­tious vows to be paid in Hebron, when he begun his unnatural rebellion; Still he deplores and per­ſtringeth Epiſcopacy, as if Presbytery were the only ſpotleſſe bird. Good Mr. Grafton, have you [Page] no tears for her, or have you no eyes to ſee her faults, her wantonneſs, her inſolencies, her exceſſes, how like Hagar when ſhe thought ſhe had con­ceived, not by Abraham the Father of the faithful, but by a mixture wit [...] ſtangers, ſhe p [...]rted againſt Sa­rah, and lifted her ſelf up againſt her ſuperiours King and Law [...], as well as Biſhops, hath Presbytery gi­ven all her bitter doſes to King, Biſhop [...], Church and State by exa [...]t weight and meaſure; Pray look well on the file of our tim [...] ſtory, examine the ſimples and the  [...]ompoſition [...], you will find, as you might by their violent and deſtructive operation, they were not well balanced or proportioned in the Scales of right reaſon, loyalty, juſtice, charity, Law or Relig [...]on, elſe we could not have been ſo over-grown with Anar­  [...]hy and confuſion in Church and State, with civil water and Sacriledge, with ſelf-ſeeking and uncom­paſſionaten [...]ſs, whom did Pre [...]bytery ever pitty, that was depreiled by her? Or whom did it ever re­lieve but it ſelf?
Dr. Gaudens C [...]nſel  [...] Presbyters.§. There is no better Counſel to be given to our Presbyters Presbytery than that which the Angel gave to Hagar now wandring in the Wilderneſſe, and rea [...]y to p [...]r [...], return and ſubmit to thy ſuperiour in ag [...], honour and Authority, to venerable Epiſcopacy and Reverend Biſhops, in whoſe family and under whoſe inſpection Presbyters are much ſafer and happier, than they can be in their Schiſmatick de­ſertions and factious diviſions; No men wiſh and deſigne better for all Presbyters, that are abſolute honeſt and ingenious than good Biſhops do, who will treat them, not as their Lords over them, but as Fathers to them, [...]. not as Subjects but brethren, Not is he fit to be a Biſhop, who is not as much [Page] concerned for the inferiour Cl [...]rgies good order, ſupport, honour, and happineſſe, as his own; for ſuch is the ſymbolizing fate of good Biſhops, and all other reformed Miniſt [...]rs in England, that divided they will be deſtroyed, united they will be invincible; Nor can thoſe men be either very wiſe, or faithfull to the Church and Kingdom of England, who ſtudy to ſeparate what God and the King, & the Laws of this kingdom, & the conſtant cuſtome of this Church, as of all others from the beginning of Chriſtianity, have united toge [...]her, in one family and holy oeconomy, by which good Biſhop [...] may be adorned with the preſence, aſſiſted with the counſel, and honoured with the love and reſpect of lea [...]ned Presbyters; On the other ſide, ſuch worthy Presbyters may be pro­tected and encouraged by the pr [...]ſidential and pater­nal care of godly Biſhops, whoſe true honour is not to be preferred above their Brethren, but to be as Joſeph was, profitable to them, and to imitate the great examples of the Primitive Biſhops, of the bleſſed Apoſtles, and of J [...]ſus Chriſt himſelf, the great Shepherd, and chief Biſhop of our ſoules, who laid down his life for his Church and flock, to whom we muſt all give account of all our times, talents, and advantages, in any kind, by which we are en­abled and called to ſerve his great intereſts, which conſiſts in ſuch an holy ordering of his Church, as may at once ſave our ſelves and others, leaſt while we preach to, or preſide over others, our ſelves be caſt awayes.
§. In this humble and holy ambition Dr. Gau­den deſires to live and dye, nor ſhould he ever have pleaſure in either ſeeing Biſhops reſtored, or Epiſ­copacy re-eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, if he [Page] did not hope to ſee by this means the glory of God and the honour of the reformed Religion, with the peace of this Church and Kingdom happily recovered and firmly ſetled, upon foundations of verity and charity, truth and peace, order and uniformity, ſanctity and  [...] mu [...]ty, which are the great ornaments and m [...]n [...]ments of any Church or Nation.
 [...].§. And thus hath Dr. Gauden much againſt his temper and leiſure, even tired himſelf and his Rea­der too, with his tedious and intangled animadver­ſions upon thoſe two Pamphlets, Of the Anatomiſt D. B. and the Analeptiſt Z. C. which ſought to weaken the Strength, Religion, Law, Juſtice, and Ho­nour of his Ana [...]yſis, which ſought in the moſt in­off [...]nſive way ſo to ſtate and reſolve the ſenſe of that unhappy Covenant, as might make it ſome way con­ſiſtent with Scripture, with our Laws, with the Ca­tholick judgement, order and uſe of the Church of Chriſt, with that loyalty which we owe to the King, with that iuſtice, charity, and humanity which is due to all honeſt men, and eſpecially to Clergy men, who ſhould be the beſt of all; Laſtly, with that peace, order, ſtability, and good government, which is neceſſary for the happineſſe of this Church and Kingdom; That Gods mercy and his Majeſties cle­mency may not be ſtill turned into wantonneſſe, by the unreaſonable and perverſe diſputes of po­pular, peeviſh, factious, and turbulent Spirits, who are ſo far from adorning the reformed Religion, or the glorious Goſp [...]l of J [...]ſus Chriſt, or the name of the bleſſed God, by urging their Covenant on the King, and on this Church and Kingdom, in their unjust, ill [...]g [...]l, no [...]el, factious, and confuſed ſenſe, againſt the ancient Engliſh Epiſcopacy, that they cauſe the [Page] name of God, and of Chriſt, and of the reformed Religion to be evil ſpok n of, by following thoſe injurious, ſchiſmatical, and ſacrilegious things, that are not true, nor honeſt, nor juſt, nor pure, nor lovely, nor of good report, without any vertue, or praiſe-wor­thineſſe, contrary to thoſe things which they have learned and received, ſeen and heard, in this and all ancient Churches of Chriſt, in the firſt Apoſtles and their moſt eminent ſucceſſors, whoſe uniform, pie­ty, order and charity it is far ſafer to imitate with [...]ut any ſuch Covenant, than to deviate from them under pretence of it, if it cannot be reconciled to pious antiquity, and to the Laws of God and man, which are the ſufficient and onely ſafe rules and bounds of our duties, nor do they ſtand in need of any ſuch novel Covenant to eke th [...]m  [...]ut, nor will they bear any ſuch new patch or add [...] ion to their old and fair garment, if it be of another colour different and deformed from thoſe ornaments of juſtice, loyalty, honeſty, and holy antiquity, which are the glory of true Religion, and the defence of a good Conſcience, in which Dr. Gauden hopes and prayes to live and dye, without doing, ſaying, or writing any thing which may juſtly grieve either Gods Spirit, or the good Spirit of any man truly godly, that is juſt and holy, righteous to man and religious to God, con­trary to which, no man either may make, or take, or keep any vow or Covenant.

FINIS.


§
Reader, through this diſcourſe, for Grafton read Crofton.


Books written by John Lord Biſhop of Exceſter, and ſold by Andrew Crook, at the green Dragon in St. Pauls Church-yard.
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	1. HIeraſp [...]ſt [...]. A Defence for the Ministry and M [...]n [...]ſt [...]rs of the Church of England.
	2. Three Sermons preached on publick occaſions
	3. Funerals made Cordials, in a Sermon preached at the Interment of the Corps of Robert Rich, Heir apparent to the  [...]rldom of Wan [...]k.
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