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A DECLARATION OF THE Lords and Commons ASSEMBLED IN PARLIAMENT, Concerning the Kings Majeſty, and the State of this King­dome; Sent to the Generall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland.
Together with a Letter from the Miniſters of the Church of England, to the Generall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland; concerning the KING, and the Diſci­pline of this NATION.
§
ORdered by the Lords and Commons aſsembled in Parlia­ment, That this Declaration be forthwith printed and publiſhed.
Hen. Elſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com.




London, Printed for R. W. 1648.


A DECLARATION OF Both Houſes of Parliament, ſent to the Generall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland.
[Page]
THE Lords and Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, finding to their great grief, that the diſtra­ctions of this Kinddom do dayly increaſe, and that the wicked councell and practiſe of a malignant party amongſt us, if God prevent them not, are like to caſt this Nation in bloud and confuſion, teſti­fying to all the World how earneſtly the deſire to avoid a civill War, they have addreſſud themſelves in a humble ſupplication to his Ma­jeſty, [Page]for the prevention thereof, a Copy whereof they have  [...]hought fit to ſend to the Nationall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, to the intent, that the Church and king­dome, whereunto they are united by ſo many, and ſo neare bands, as well ſpirituall as civill, may ſee that the like mind  [...]s now in them that formerly appeared to be in that Nati­on.
And that they are as tender of the effuſion of Chriſtian bloud on the one ſide, as they are zealous on the other of due Reformation both in Church and State: in which work, while they were labouring, they have been interrup­ted by the plots and practiſes of a malignant party of Pa­piſts and other ill-affected perſons, eſpecially of the cor­rupt and diſſolute Clergy, by the incitement and inſtigation of others, whoſe avarice and ambition being not able to bear the Reformntion endeavoured hy the Parliament, they have laboured (as we can expect little better fruit from trees) to kindle a flame, and raiſe a combuſtion within the bowels of this Kingdom, which if by our ſupplication to his Majeſty, it may be preeented, and that according to our ear­neſt deſire therein, all force and warlike preparations being laid aſide, we may return to a peaceable and Parliamentary proceeding.
Wee do not doubt but by the bleſſing of God upon our endeavours, wee ſhall ſettle matters both in Church and State, to the increaſe of his Majeſties honour and ſtate, the peace and proſperity of this Kingdom, and eſpecially to the glory of God by the advancement of the true Religion, and ſuch a Reformation of the Church, as ſhall be moſt agree­able to Gods Word: out of all which there will moſt un­doubtedly reſult a juſt, ſtable, and firm union betwixt the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, which according [Page]to our Proteſtation, we ſhall by all good wayes  [...] upon all occaſions labour to maintain and preſerve.


A Letter ſent by the Ministers of the Church of England, to the Generall Aſsembly of the Church of Scotland.
Right Reverend in our Lord and Saviour,

WEE received with much joy and ſatisfa­ction, the anſwer of your Generall Aſ­ſembly, vouchſafed us to our laſt Letters: ſome of us in the name of our Brethren, thought it re­quiſite to return our deſired thanks.
And we now further think it equall upon this occaſion, to make a more publike acknowledge­ment of ſuch a publike favour. You were then pleaſed to give us fair grounds, to expect that brotherly advice and endeavours, which the com­mon cauſe of Chriſt, and the mutuall intereſt of the united Nations commands us now againe to ask, if not to challenge. Wee doubt not, but your experience, together with your intelligence, abun­dantly informs you of our condition, what vari­ous adminiſtrations of providence we have paſſed through [Page]  [...] betwixt hope and feare, a fit temper for working, the God of all grace ena­ble us to improve it. As our hopes are not ſuch, as may make us ſecure, ſo neither doe our feares prevail, to the caſting away of our confidence.
Your own late condition, together with this Declaration of our preſent, may acquaint you with the certain, though ſubtle authors and tor­menters of theſe our confuſed conflicts, which we conceive to be the Hierarchial faction, who have no way to peace and ſafety, but through the trou­ble of others. Our prayers and endeavours accor­ding to our meaſure have been, and ſhall be, for the ſuppreſſing and rooting up whatſoever wee find ſo prejudiciall to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the peace of our Sove­raign, And that this Declaration of our ſelves, may not leave you unſatisfied, wee thinke it requiſite further to expreſſe, that the deſire of the moſt godly and conſiderable part amongſt us, is, that the Presbyterian Government, which hath juſt and e­vident foundation, both in the Word of God, and religious reaſon may be eſtabliſhed amongſt Us, and that we may agree in one Confeſſion of faith, one directory for Worſhip, and forme of Govern­ment, which things, if they were accompliſhed, [Page]we ſhould much reioyce in our happy ſubjection to Chriſt our Head, and deſired aſſociation with you our beloved Brethren. For the better effecting whereof we thought it neceſſary, not only to ac­quaint you, with what our deſires are in them­ſelves, but alſo, to you; that is, that which ſhall ſeem moſt fit to the wiſdome of that grave and re­ligious Aſſembly, may be taken for the furtherance of our endeavours in this kind. This deſign and deſire of ours hath evenneſſe on the left hand, and diſſenting brethren on the right, but we doubt not that as your hearts juſtifie us that our inten­tions are right, and ſuch as we conceive tend moſt directly to the glory of God, and peace of the Churches of the Saints: So (by your brotherly concurrence in the moſt ſpeedy and effectuall way you can find out) the worke will in gods due time receive a prayed for, and hoped for iſſue. We ſhall, not need by any arguments from mutuall, Natio­nall intereſt (though we know ye will not over­looke theſe) to enforce this requeſt, the ſame bond wherewith we are all united in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we are aſſured, will alone ingage you a faithfull endeavours in this buiſineſſe.
[Page]
To him we commit you with theſe great and important affairs you have in hand.
Be pleaſed to accept of theſe, as the expreſ­ſion of the minds of our many godly and faith­full brethren, whoſe hearts we doubt not of, nei­ther need you, though their hands in regard of the ſuddenneſſe of this opportunity, could not he ſubſcribed together with ours, who are.
Your most affectionate Friends and Brethren is the work of the Lord. Sic ſubſcribitur.



§
Imprimatur,
G. M.
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