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A DECLARATION OR REMONSTRANCE FROM The Kingdome of Scotland, to their Well beloved Brethren in England.
WHEREIN IS DECLARED, The ſenſe and reſolution of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, touching the Kings Majesties Royall Perſon and Authority, in preſervation and defence of the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdomes.
As alſo, their Proteſtation touching the Solemne League and Co­venant, and Reſolution to live and dye in the ſame. With their Deſires to their Brethren of England.
§
SVbſcribed in Name of the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſ­ſembly of the Kirk, of Scotland, by
M. Robert Douglas, Moderator.
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A DECLARATION From the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of SCOTLAND To their Wel-beloved Brethren of ENGLAND.
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Right Reverend, and dearly beloved Brethren,

AS the Generall Aſſembly of this Church, and their Commiſſioners have upon many former occaſions, expreſſed their great reſ­pects and ſpeciall affection to our Brethren of England, and how much they valued and minded the Lords worke there, of which alſo there actions have beene reall Teſti­monies, So we have thought good in this preſent juncture or rather diſ-juncture of affairs to adde this new Teſtimony [Page]and ſimbole of brotherly love: And ſo much the more, leſt either the Commiſſioners of this Church, their returne from London to their perticular flocks, after foure yeares abſence, or any informations ſpread by diſaffected perſ [...]s might make ſome of our brethren in that Kingdome, grow ſomewhat leſſe confident of the conſtancy of our affection to them, and to that common cauſe, which both they and we did undertake, and are obliged to proſecute with our beſt endeavours all the dayes of our live. Wherefore we do at once both deſire and truſt that our Brethren, will be as confident as ever Brethren were of Brethren, that by the grace and aſſiſtance of Jeſvs Chriſt come what may come no alteration of affairs whatſoever ſhall ever remove us from thoſe principles and intentions, which have beene profeſsed before God and all the world, in our ſolemn Co­venant, and in our publicke Declarations from time to time We ſhould think it a greater ſinne in us then in others and ſhould certainly expect a greater curſe and examplary judgement from the righteous God, if ever there ſhall be cauſe to ſay that the Church of Scotland remembred not the brotherly Covenant. We owe indeed all loyall ſub­jection, and lawfull obedience to the King. Neither ſhall our prayers and beſt endeavours be wanting for the pre­ſervation and defence of his Royall perſon and authority in the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and li­berties of the Kingdomes: but God forbid that we ſhould ever ſeperate or connive at any who would ſeperate what the covenant linketh together, tht glory of God and good of Religion being alwayes the principall, and Gods intereſt more then Caeſars, although not excluſive of Caeſars.
And now deare Brethren, although we are confident of you through the Lord, that you neither are nor will be [Page]otherwiſe minded then to ſtand faſt in the truth of Chriſt and to be faithfull to the death in the Covenant you have taken: yet give us leave to ſtir you up, by putting you in remembrance, That whereto you and we have already at­tained, there may be a walking by the ſame rule, and min­ding of the ſame thing.
The Directory of worſhip being aboot two yeares agoe agreed upon by the Aſsemblies and parliament of both King­domes.
The Doctrinall part of Church-Government agreed upon by the reverend and learned Aſsembly of Divines was at the ſame time with the Directory of worſhip approved by the generall Aſsembly as ſound and orthodoxe for the matter, and agreed unto on their part, that it be a part of the uniformity and a Confeſſion of Faith for the Churches of Chriſt in the three Kingdomes.
Wee wiſh and hope that you all may ſtand, faſt and firme together in the ſame principles and rules, and that theſe reſults of ſo long learned Syndiocall debates may ge­nerally find acceptance through the Kingdome? It cannot be expected that ſuch a Reformation as is according to the mind of Chriſt and tendeth to the caſting out of Satans King­dome, to the cenſuring of prophaneſs, and ſuppreſſing of er­rours and hereſie can be carried on without a mighty and ſtrong oppoſition: But how ſtrong ſoever the oppoſition be it is but the ſtrength of Satanne and wicked men: the weapons of your warre farre (if well handled) are more ſtrong, and mighty through God to the caſting downe of every thing that exhalteth it ſelfe▪ againſt the King­dome of Chriſt: The eyes of God, Angells, and Man, are now in a more ſpeciall manner upon you obſer­ving how to acquit your ſelves in this time of triall-
[Page]
We know your temptations are many & great, yet ſuch as God hath in his Word fore-warned you of, promiſing withall, that with your temp­tation, he will make a way to eſcape that ye may be able to bear it, faithfull is he who hath called you who alſo will do it. When you are preſſed out of meaſure and above ſtrength, it is that you ſhould not truſt to your ſelves but to God; So that when you are weak, then are you ſtrong, and when the adverſaries of truth are ſtrong, then are they weak, Be it therefore farre from you to be o­vercome with the tentations either on the right hand by complyance, and doing good that evill may come of it, or on the left by a deſpendency of ſpirit, and caſting away of your confidence, which as we truſt you will not. It is indeed the amazement of the Chriſtian World, that after ſuch a ſolemn Covenant for hereſie and ſchiſme, theſe pernicious plants have bin ſuffered to ſpred more then ever before. Tis a ſtupendious judge­ment of God, that a little horne ſhould grow forth and wax great, and have an hoſt given it a­gainſt the dayly ſacrifice by reaſon of tranſgreſſion yea to caſt down the truth to the ground, practi­ſing and proſpering, and even by peace deſtroying many. Such things God hath permitted long ago, yet but for a time, having prelimited a certain [Page]period thereunto: truth was at laſt victorious, and ſo ſhall be, in the mean time the greater and more horrid the preſent evils be, tis the more neceſſary for you, and you have the cleerer call from God to give teſtimony againſt them, and the greater were the ſin and danger, if you ſhould not. But we are the more confident, that you ſhall not fall under this ſin and danger, becauſe you have alrea­dy by your Sermons and Writings ſo much wit­neſſed for the truth, and againſt the errours of theſe times. God can as eaſily drive all the monſte­rous errours and hereſies out of England, as once he took away all the locuſts out of Egypt, by a mighty ſtrong W [...]ſt wind, ſo that there remained not one locuſt in all the Coaſts of Egypt. God can make the earth to open her mouth, and ſwallow up the floud which the Dragon caſt our of his mouth: it is not in vain in the worſt of times to be witneſſes for Chriſt and for his truth, to do du­ty, and truſt God with events.
And for our part you are in our heares to live and dye with you, and we ceaſe not to make mention of you in our prayers dayly: believing alſo that God hath thoughts of peace towards you and not of evill, to give you an expected end; and that when he hath humbled his people under his mighty hand, and brought them to [Page]an acknowledgment of thoſe offences which are the true cauſes of his controverſie, he will awake for their help and appear for their joy. And then they who are by a temporary ſucceſse hardned in wayes of Errour or Ma­lignancie, ſhall ſee it, and be aſhamed, and ſhall wonder and periſh, but peace ſhall be upon Iſrael.
Subſcribed in the name of the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirke of Scotland, by Mr. Robert Douglas, Moderator.

To our Reverend and well beloved Brethren, the Generall Aſſembly of the Church of England, aſſembled at Weſtminſter.
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