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THat it is a very great part of indignity to call the Book of Common Prayer, the Popes Porrage, is proved by three Reaſons. Firſt, In regard of the Matter in it. Secondly, In regard of the manner of it; And thirdly, In regard of the Lawes that have been Acted for the maintaining of it. As for the Matter of it, if you look well upon it, you ſhall find groun­ded, firſt upon the Scriptures; yea, Scripture it ſelfe, in many places, and not upon any Popiſh Maſſe. 2. For the Manner of it, wherein is firſt, Reading and Meditating; Secondly, Heavenly Ejaculation, conteyning ſhort pitthy Prayers, and they be of three ſort; firſt to be delivered from ſin. Secondly, Petitions for Grace, and Thankſgivings for Gods bleſſings towards Us: The third Reaſon, That it is an indignity to call it Porrage, becauſe they have beene eſt [...]bliſhed by Acts of Parliament; viz. in the daies of King Edward the ſixth Queen Elizabeth, King James, and now maintained by our gratious Soveraign King Charles; and therefore fourth Reaſon might be added, That it is an in­dignity to the State, to caſt an aſperſion upon them, as if they ſhould maintaine Laws againſt Gods Word: for which cauſe there is pen [...]lties againſt thoſe that did either deprave them, or uſe any other in ſtead of them: and to thi [...] purpoſe the Scrip­ture ſaies well, 13. Rom. 5. and 13. Heb. 17. and therefore it is not the Popes Porrage, nor compoſed out of the Maſſe and if you will look back a little, you ſhall finde, That Liturgies and Formes of Prayers have been long before the daies of Edward the ſixth, if not before there was any Pope in the World; Auſtea, Baſil, Clement, Chryſoſtome, and divers other, before their times who had formes of Prayers, and did anſwer after the Miniſter [Page] ſometime, Lord have mercy one us, &c. and at other  [...]imes, We lift up our hearts to thee, O Lord, and ſomtimes, Amen: By all which it appeares, That it is an indignity to call it ſo, and that it is not compoſed by the fat Cooks (as you te [...]rme them) of the Popes Kitchen, but by Learned Divines, and therefore not to be abo­liſhed.
But grant it were Compoſed out of the Maſſe-Boo [...] (which I will never doe, but defie it) is it therefore ſo corrupted that it muſt needs be aboliſhed, and not rather corrected, amended: purcaſe you had a joynt of meat (which I know you love well) and that it were in a place of two tainted, or as we uſually ſay, Fly-blown, will you becauſe of this, caſt your meat quite away, and never eat a bit of it no, I ſuppoſe you would not, but rather cut out that which is tainted; a d throw that away, as not fit to be eaten, and preſerue the reſt for your own eating. And yet the Common Prayers is not taken out of the Popiſh Maſſe, neither is it tainted, nor an Idol-worſhip, and can be no abomination to offer them to God; and to this purpoſe, your proofes are but ſlender, that you prove that our prayers are abomination; indeed if they were directed to any Idols, Saints, or Angels, and not to the True and Ever living God, they then were Idolatrous Pray­ers: But being directed, intended, and Gods Glory onely aymed at tis a foule abuſe, and deſerues the lye, to ſay they are pro­phane, and full of Popery: therefore rayſe no more Rabſhakah like; but lay thy hand at thy mouth and be ſilent, for this kinde of zeale is like a fire that will burn up all Godly diſcipline, and brings ſoules even to deſpaire, if Gods mercy did not exceed his Works. As for Baptiſme, Matrimony, Viſitation of the ſicke, Conſecration of the Lords Supper, Collects, Epiſtles, and Goſ­pels, you ſay they are taken out of the Maſſe-Book, which is falſe, and that they are unlawfull and inventions of men; then, I pr [...]y, ſhew a better way or forme, that they may be performed according to the Scripture. God did inſtitute Marriage, but we never read how the manner of performing it was: we reade [Page] of divers that were buried, but how it is not ſpecified? ſo for the reſt: therefore God hath left it to the Church to preſcribe a forme how to doe them, provided, that they doe them accor­ding to his Word as neere as they can. Indeed in theſe dayes of diviſions; there be many that Baptiſe, Bury, and Marry, &c. after another manner then the Common Prayer injoynes; but what is their manner? my thinks they come ſhort of performing them ſo well as the Prayer Book Commands: for in Baptiſme ther [...]s ſcarce any Prayer made for the receiving of the Childe into the Congr [...]g [...]tion, and for its growth in Grace; and to perform theſe duties, a Stable, B [...]rne, or Chamber, is more fit then a Church, and I thinke I ſhould not lye, if I did ſay, a River: as for Marriage, th [...]r's little ſaid wherefore it was ordayned, for as ſoon as they come into the Church, they are Married, with a ſhort Prayer of the Miniſters, and ſo flightly ſhuffled up and away. So likewiſe at Burials, ſome there be that allow of no Prayers at the Grave, for (ſay they) tis Popery to reade to the Dead, (all that's true) but they doe allow of Sermons to be Preached over the Dead, and why that? they ſay it benefits the hearers, as if the Prayers of the Grave did not, and were onely for the Dead: but if as much gai [...]e were to be had at the Rea­ding of the Prayers, as there is at the Sermons, I queſtion if any would ſticke to ſay them: Now let any indifferent Man Judge; whether the Old way, as the Church uſeth, or the New way that Seperates and ſuch like uſe be the beſt. I for my part will leave it to the wiſe conſideration of the King and Parlia­ment to order things, as They ſeeme beſt, and that I will fol­low. But why is the Epiſtles and Goſpels tearmed patches and ſhreds? Tis but a groſſe Phraſe: are you kinne to any Botcher that uſeth patches and ſhreds to make up a Garment? And what fooliſh and vain repetitions are there (as you ſay;) Is Lord have mercy upon us, &c. The Lords Prayer, and other ſhort Ejaculations, battologies, tautologies, and foppiſh things? what kind of abſurd ſpeech is this: it ſeems you want none of Gods [Page] mercy, and your Prayers are better then our Saviors, & that may be is the reaſon, that many will not conclude their Prayers with the Lords Prayer. Chriſt before his Paſſion, prayed to his Father one thing three times, Mat. 26.44. ſaying the ſame words: is it therefore unlawfull for us to doe the like? I ſuppoſe not: nei­ther to reade any ſmall portion of Scripture by it ſelfe upon any occaſion, by taking out here a little and there a little, as the Prophet hath it; ſo now it is neither frivolous nor ridiculous, but may be uſed in Gods worſhip. Moreover, if a Woman make a curteſie to the Miniſter in the Church, at her comming in, or going out. What of that? (if you be a Miniſter) did you never put off your Hat to any in the Church (or were you alwaies un­covered) nor did none to you; but being it is done, tis neither fel­lony nor treaſon; tis no Popiſh Ceremony, nor any duty: com­mon reaſon will tell you, that we owe reverence one to another, eſpecially to our ſuperiours; perhaps you have done worſe in a Church then that is, and we may lawfully reverence one another either in Church or field: but indeed nothing is ill ſpoken, but where it is ill taken, ſo ſaies the Proverbe; but what reverence will you allow to God in the Church, if Man muſt have none: ſurely all reverence to him muſt be excluded, if not God him­ſelfe God, it ſeems by this Argument, made the body for no uſe at all in the Church (or any where els) but to come and ſquat down and neuer to ſtir, unleſſe they ſit uneaſily, or to look upon another, fine cloathes: David thought it not ſin to kneele to God, neither did Daniel; Chriſt is an example for us in this point, who fell upon his knees to his Father; He humbled himſelfe, that we might learn of him; and therefore tis no Popiſh Porrage, or any unſeemly thing. The Letany alſo (as you ſay) is ridicu­lous, full of Magick ſpels, and worſe if worſe can be, even Con­juring it ſelfe: What unreaſonable madneſſe and abſurdity is this? perhaps your beliefe is not as an others is to beleeve you are ſaved by Chriſt Sufferings, but by your owne Merits; and to believe thus, is indeed ridiculous.
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Concerning our Orders in the Church, no man need admire at it; for what is a Church without Order; S. Paul commands it, Let all things be done in Order, ſaith he; but it is a diſorder when Miniſters ſhall kneel, and other men ſhall ſit, when one ſhall ſtand; and another in a manner lye all along. I confeſſe, the Church at this time is out of Order, for in ſome places I have ſeen unmannerly Boyes turne Clearks, and begin a Pſalme, be­cauſe they would have no Service read yea, they have held on in Singing, till the Miniſter came that ſhould reach, in which time was Sung, the firſt foure parts of the 119 Pſalme, and part of the fifth part: I am ſure theſe have beene unlawfull Or­ders, neither hath the Prayers been ſo tedious and weariſome, as you ſay, nor driven out at length, to hinder Pre [...]ching; no, all thoſe Prayers put together, have not beene ſo long as I have heard: ſome to my knowledge have been an houre and a quarter long: wherein I have heard one and the ſame thing reiterated (I ſpeak within my bounds) a dozen times; neither could I finde them ſo profitable as thoſe in the Common Prayer: Beſides all this, if there hath been Sermons wanting in many places, it was not long of tedious Service (as you call it) but the fault was rather in negligent Miniſters: never were Sermons debard for the Service ſake, but they have been as plentifull as ever; and if any have not read thoſe Prayers with that devotion as they ought, the fault lies ſtill in them, that prayed without a ſence and feeling of their owne wants, and not in the Prayers, for they are found, and not to be tearmed Porrage or Popiſh dregs. I could wiſh, that the Pope in all his Dominions had no worſe Porrage then theſe Prayers, for then we might be aſſured hee would at length turne Proteſtant. And what quarter is there about Holydayes, dayes of Feaſting, as if they were kept in honour of Saints. Though God ſaid, ſix daies ſhalt thou labour, and keep the ſeventh day holy, doth it argue, that we may not goe to Church on a Holyday: the performing of this Service on that day, is to give God thanks that he hath given us ſuch [Page] good Examples, as they were for us to imitate, and that wee may prayſe God in the remembrance of them, that they lived a godly life, and dyed in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. If you had  [...] Childe or Friend, that did live a Chriſtian life, and dyed in the ſtate of Grace, would not you (though many yeares after) thank God that you had ſuch a Childe or Friend, that was Gods ſer­vant, and pray further, that you may follow his ſteps: would you be thus uncharitable to your ſelfe, I ſuppoſe not: for proof, The Righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance; but the memory of the wicked ſhall rot, as the Scripture ſpeaks, the kee­ping of Holy dayes is therefore, that we may ſpend ſome time in the Church in prayſes and prayers: and to exerciſe our ſelues in ſome lawfull recreation: and that therefore cannot be Popery: there is yet another thing that is much ſtumbled at, and that is kneeling at the Sacrament, now to ſay this is Idola­try, you muſt firſt prove that wee kneele to the Creatures, Bread and Wine; to the Miniſter or to the railes; but to nei­ther of theſe did ever any Chriſtian Proteſtant kneele, or ever had that thought; which is the fitteſt, to kneele, ſtand, or ſit? we reade of neither of theſe, but that many will conj [...]cture that Chriſt and the Diſciples ſate: which is not altogether ſo appa­rant: If the Church hath power to charge the time of receiving the Sacraments from night to noone, ſurely it hath ſome power to order a wholeſome and ſeemly geſture, being there is none preſcribed. Many are ſore croſt at the Croſſe in Baptiſme, and ſay tis the Mark of the Beaſt, Revel. 13.16.17. but it is not there underſtood, a materiall Croſſe, but the open profeſſion and Religion that the beaſt uſeth, and all thoſe that profeſſe his Religion, they are ſaid to be marked with the Beaſts marke; that is, the receiving of the m [...]rk in the forehead or hand one ſignifies the profeſſion, and the other ſignifies the action, both which argue no Croſſe, but I deſire no more croſſes; but croſſe fellowes take them if they will, and then one croſſe may lye upon another. If the Surpleſſe be a Rag, tis ſooner put off then on, there is no holineſſe in it, tis but a ſignification of purity, ei­ther [Page] in the Miniſter, or the worſhip. So that in ſum of all that hath been ſaid, ther's no reaſonable Man (I beleeve) will cenſure the Common Prayer to be ſo vile, ſo unlawfull, and ſo full of Popiſh ſhreds and patches (as you ſay tis) and therefore to be aboliſhed; but rather if any thing be in it that is unſound, to be corrected and amended: for it was not Compoſed of fat Cooks of the Popes Kitchen (as you tearm them) but of godly Divines, of which function you are, I ſuppoſe, if not, would you were as good, for I ſcarce like you, eſpecially when men ſteale their works out of other Authors, or ſome other of their own, and are aſhamed of their names, and in ſtead write unknown Letters, as M.T.S.T.R.A.I.S.P.H. which being Annagramd is STRAP SMITH; and that I may give you one ſtrap more, and play the Smiths part, in ſtriking the yron whilſt tis hot, I will leave you in the midſt of the River, ſwimming after a Duck, but caught a Gooſe (the meat I ſhould ſay) with your Doublet off, and your Breeches on, which is an unproper ſwimming (for a muffled Cat can never catch Mice) no more can you attaine to the fleſh you ſo deſire, being ſo truſſed; and if I have not made a good expoſi­tion of your Doublet, then take it another way; One there wes, being hungry, went to an Ordinary, and cals for a three penny Or­dinary, and preſently was brought him a great boule of Pottage, with a little meat in the mid'ſt; the hungry party at the ſight of it, ſtreight puls off his Doublet; the party which brought it, aſ­ked the reaſon why he did ſo? anſwer was made, that he ſeeing ſo much Pottage, which he did not love, and ſo little meat, which he loved beſt, there was a neceſſity that he muſt put off his Doublet to ſwim to it: of which opinion you are, if not that party, who hold Pottage is only for Children, and meat for Men but my o­pinion is, that Pottage and Meat, Prayers and Preaching, is food convenient for Children and Men, and ſuch are the Common Prayers, tearme them as you liſt. Now, if I have done well, I am not ſorry; but if ill, I wiſh it were better, it is as well as a lame Man could do; notwithſtanding, it is far better to be Lame, then Lecherous. And no more of this.
FINIS.
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AN ANSWER, In Defence of A MESSE OF POTTAGE, Well Seaſoned and Crumb'd.
Againſt M. T. S. T. R. A. I. S. P. H.
Anagram, Strap Smith.
Who falſly ſayes, the COMMON PRAYERS are unlawfull, and no better than the Popes Porrage.
11. Job 2.3. Should not the multitude of Words be anſwered, and ſhould a Man full of Talk be juſtified.
 Should thy lyes make men hold their peace, and when thou mockeſt ſhall no Man make thee aſhamed.

23. Exodus 1. Thou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe Report.

In which Tract is anſwered his unanſwerable Reaſons: By the ſame Gyles Calfine.
London, Printed Anno Domini, 1642.
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