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THE KINGS MAJESTIES Moſt Gratious MESSAGE In Foure LETTERS:
One of which His Majeſty received from London, and three written by His Majeſties own Hands: The firſt to Col: Whaley, the ſecond to the Lord Mountague, and the third A Declaration to all His Majeſties Subjects of both Kingdomes; Concerning his going away, with His Majeſties deſires to the Parliament, the Army, and the Kingdomes.
With a perfect Narrative of the manner of his Majeſties go­ing from Hampton Court, and the ſeverall circumſtances both before & after.
§
HIs Majeſty deſires that his Declaratory Meſſage may bee communicated to the Lords and Commons in the Parliament of England, at Weſtminſter, & the Commiſſioners of the Parliament of Scotland, and to all His Majeſties Subjects of what degree or calling whatſoever.
Novemb. 13. 1647,
 Subſcribed, Charles REX.

Imprimatur
Gilb. Mabbort.
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[depiction of King Charles I of England]


A Letter from Hampton-Court, of the manner of His Majeſties departure.
[Page]
Right Honourable,

YEſterday the Scotch Commiſſioners were with his Ma­jeſty, and Mr. Cheeſly (newly come from Scotland with them) & had audience Sir Edward Ford, Sir John Bartlet, Mr. John Aſhburnham, and Mr. Denham, had lately paſſes to goe beyond the Seas: This day his Majeſty was not ſo pleaſant at dinner as uſually, and ſpent moſt part of this day in writing in the Bed-chamber privately with himſelf only; About four a clocke at night, his Majeſty called for lights, Mr. Maul (then newly come from London carried in candles, a while after his Majeſty called for ſnuffers: Some deſired to ſpeake with his Majeſty, but his Majeſty refuſed, deſiring to be pri­vate; one of the Commiſſioners knocked againe, his Majeſty ſaid hee was buſie, and deſired to be private, and that he would nor ſup that night: After ſupper one of them knoc­king, his Majeſty anſwered not; then the Commiſſioners went in, and Collonel Whalley, and found his Majeſties cloake there and foure letters lying on the table (the copies whereof I have ſent your Lordſhip here incloſed) his Ma­jeſty being gone in his ſhoots and ſtockings, it was ſuppoſed he might be in the garden, downe the backe ſcares; but it ſeems his Majeſty was gone through the garden and parke, and ſo away, ſome thinke for Scotland, others for London, ſome for Jerſey: others (which is more probable) not farre from hence: ſome Gentlemen paſſed this night over King­ſton bridge, ſuppoſed to be his Majeſty, with Sir Edward Ford, Sir John Bartles, Mr. Aſhburnham, and Mr. Denham. Meſſengers are ſent out, and ports to be ſtopped. My Lord, in haſte I conclude my ſelfe,
Your Lordſhips humble ſervant, Edward Helaw.
 Hampton-Court Nov. 11. 1147.



A Letter which His Majeſty recei­ved from London, left upon the table in his Majeſties Chamber.
[Page]
May it pleaſe your Majeſty,

IN diſcharge of my duty, I cannot omit to acquaint you that my brother was at a meeting laſt night with eight or nine Ad [...]utators, who in debate of the obſtacle which did moſt hinder the ſpeedy effecting of their deſignes, did conclude, it was your Majeſty, and ſo long as your Majeſty doth live, you would be ſo, and therefore reſolved for the good of the Kingdome to take your life away; and that to that account they were aſſured that Mr. Del and Mr. Peters (two of their creatures) would willingly beare them com­pany, for they had often ſaid to theſe Adjutators, your Majeſty is but a dead dog: My prayers are for your Majeſties ſafety, but do much fear, it cannot be whilſt you are in thoſe hands.
I. wiſh with my ſoul your Majeſty were at my houſe in Broadſtreet, where I am confident I could keep you private till this ſtorme were over, but beg you Majeſties pardon, and ſhall not preſume to offer it as advice; It is my conſtant zeale to your ſervice, who am
9. Novem. 1647.
 Your Majeſties dutifull ſubject E. R. To your ſacred Majeſty.



His Majeſties Letter to Collonel Whaley, Com­mander in chiefe of the Forces at Hampton-Court for His Majesties guard, left upon the table in his Majeſties Chamber.
Collonel Whaley,

I Have been ſo civilly uſed by you, and Major Huntington, that I cannot but by this parting farewell, acknowledge it [Page]under my hand, as alſo to deſire the continuance of your courteſie, by your protecting of my houſhold and moveables of all ſorts, which I leave behinde me in this houſe, that they be neither ſpoyled nor imbezelled; only there are three Pi­ctures here which are not mine, that I deſire you to reſtore, to wit, my wives Picture in blue, litting in a chaire you muſt ſend to Mrs. Kirk; my eldeſt daughters picture copied by Belcam, to the Counteſſe of Angleſey, and my Lord Stanops picture to Cary Rawley; there is a fourth which I had almoſt forgot, it is the originall of my eldeſt daughter (it hangs in this chamber over the board next to the chimney) which you muſt ſend to my Lady Obigney. So being conſident that you wiſh my preſervation and reſtitution, I reſt
Hampton Court the 11. of Novem. 1647.
 Your Friend, CHARLES REX.

I aſſure you that it was not the Letter you ſhewed me to day, that made me take this reſolution, nor any advertiſements of that kinde: but I confeſſe that I am loath to be made a cloſe priſoner under pretence of ſecuring my life; I had almoſt forgot to deſire you to ſend the blacke grewe Bitch to the Duke of Richmond.


His Majeſties Letter to the Lord Mountague, one of the Commiſſioners from the Parliament at­tending his Majeſty at Hampton-Court, left in his Majeſties Bed-chamber on the table.
Mountague,

FIrſt, I doe hereby give you and the reſt of your fellowes thanks for the civillities and good converſation that I have had from you. Next I command you to ſend this my Meſſage (which you will finde upon this table) to the two Houſes of Parliament, and likewiſe to give a copy of it to Col. Whaley, to be ſent to the Generall; likewiſe I deſie you to ſend all my ſaddle horſes to my ſon the Duke of Yorke.
As for what concerns the reſolution that I have taken, my declaratory Meſſage ſayes ſo innch, that I refer you to it, and ſo reſt,
Hampton-Court the 11. of Novem. 1647.
 Your aſſured Friend, CHARLES REX.



A Declaration by the Kings Majeſty, left upon the Table in his Majeſties Bed-chamber.
[Page]
LIberty being that which in all times hath been, but eſpecially now, is the common Theame, and deſire of all men. Common reaſon ſhewes that Kings leſſe then any ſhould indure captivity, and yet I call God and the world to witneſſe, with what pati­ence I have indured a tedious reſtraint, which ſo long as I had any hopes that this ſort of my ſufferings might conduce to the Peace of my Kingdome, or the hindering of more effuſion of blood; I did willingly undergoe; But now finding by too certaine proofes, that this my continued patience would not onely turne to my perſonall ruine, but likewiſe be of much more prejudice than furtherance to the publique good:
I thought I was bound, as well by naturall as politicall obligations to ſeek my ſafety; by retiring my ſelfe for ſome time from the publique view, both of my friends and ene­mies. And I appeale to all indifferent men, [Page]to judge if I have not juſt cauſe to free my ſelfe from the hands of thoſe who change their principles with their condition; and who are not aſhamed openly to intend the deſtruction of the Nobility, by taking away their negative voice, and with whom the levellers doctrin is rather countenanced then puniſhed.
And as for their intentions to my perſon, their changing and putting more ſtrict guards upō me, with the diſcharging moſt of all thoſe ſervants of mine, who formerly they willingly admitted to wait upon me, doth ſufficiently declare: Nor would I have this my retirement miſ-interpreted, for I ſhall earneſtly and inceſſantly endeavour the ſet­ling of a ſafe and well grounded peace, where ever I am, or ſhall be; And that (as much as may be) without the effuſion of more Chriſtian blood, for which how many times have I deſired, preſt to be heard, and yet no eare given to me.
And can any reaſonable men think that (according to the ordi­nary courſe of affaires) there can be a ſettled peace without it; or that God will bleſſe thoſe who refuſe to heare their owne King, ſurely not?
Nay I muſt further adde, That (beſides what concerns my ſelfe) unleſſe all other cheife intereſts have not only an hearing, [Page]but likewiſe juſt ſatisfaction given unto them, (to wit the Preſ­byterians, Independents; Army, thoſe who have adhered to mee, even the Scots) I ſay there cannot (I ſpeake not of miracles, it being of my opinion, a ſinfull preſumption, in ſuch caſes to expect or truſt to them) be a ſafe or laſting peace.
Now as I cannot deny but that my perſonall ſecurity is the urgent cauſe of this my retirement, ſo I take God to witneſſe that the publique peace is no leſſe before mine eyes; And I can finde no better way to expreſſe this my profeſſion (I know not what a wiſer man may do) then by deſiring, and urging that all cheif intereſts may be heard, to the end each may have juſt ſatis­faction, as for example, the Army: for the reſt (though neceſſary yet I ſuppoſe are not difficult to content) ought (in my judge­ment) to enjoy the liberty of their Conſciences, have an Act of Oblivion or Indempnity (which ſhould extend to all the reſt of my Subjects;) And that all their Arreares ſhould be ſpeedi­ly and duly payed, which I will undertake to doe, ſo I may bee heard, And that I be not hindered from rſing ſuch lawfull and honeſt meanes, as I ſhall chooſe.
To conclude, let mee bee heard with freedome, honour, and ſafety, and I ſhall (inſtantly) break through this cloud of retire­ment, and ſhew my ſelfe really to be Pater Patriae.
For the Speaker of the Lords, pro­tempore, to be communicated to the Lords and Commons in the Parlia­ment of England at VVeſtminſter, and the Commiſsioners of the Parlia­ment of Scotland: And to all my other Subjects of what degree or cal­ling whatſoever.
Dated at Hampton Court, the 11. of Novem. 1647.
 Charles Rex.
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