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THE LITTLE Bible of the Man OR THE Book of God opened in Man BY THE Power of the LAMB.
Wherein God is the Spirit or in­ſide of the Book, and Man the Letter or out-ſide of it.
In whom, as in a Glaſs, you may both be­hold the Spirit and Letter of the holy Scriptures in the new Man; fulfilled and Explained from Geneſis to Jeremiah.
This is the firſt Volume of Gods Book in Man.
Written by a weak Inſtrument of the Lords, Capt. T. BUTLER.
LONDON, Printed in the firſt year of Englands Liberty, 1649 For Giles Calvert, at the black ſpread Eagle at the weſt end of Pauls.


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE Lord of Pembroke; AND To the Right Honorable the Lord of Mulgrave, all Peace and Happineſs.
[Page]
[Page]
My Lords,

IT is the Deſign of Hea­ven to pull down the pride of all fleſh, and to have the Lord alone Exalted, that no fleſh might glory before him, but all [Page] that glory, may do it in the Lord God, they being the Lords; For the day of the Lord is come upon all fleſh to deſtroy it like graſſe, but the Word of the Lord abides for ever, and he that is built up­on that Rock the gates of hell can never prevail againſt him; though the Lord cometh to ſhake terribly the Earth and the Heavens alſo, yea though the mountains and hils re­move out of their places; though the ſtars fall from heaven, and the Sun be turned into darkneſs, and the Moon into blood, by this ter­rible Earthquake, yet, the founda­tion of God ſtands ſure, their Sun never ſets, nor their Moon changes; For the Lord himſelf is their ever­laſting Light, and thy God their [Page] glory: And though the faſhion of this world periſheth, waxing old as doth a garment, and as a veſture ſhalt thou change them, yet thy Kingdome is an everlaſting King­dome, O God, and thy Dominion throughout all ages; thou changeſt not, but art the ſame to day, yeſter­day, and forever: thou ſhalt raign till thou haſt made this world be­come the Kingdomes of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and of his Saints, and great ſhall be the day of the Lord.
My Lords, I could doe no leſs then recommend this new born babe unto You, which hath been brought forth in ſorrow, and much weakneſs of fleſh, though in the wil­lingneſs of ſpirit, the Lord gives it his grace and bleſſing, that it may be [Page] growing up in you in ſtrength and power, which ſhall be the joy and deſire of
Your Servant T. Butler.
 From my Quarters in Black-Fryers, Mr Delaines, February 8. 1648.



To his Worthy Friend, Mr Tho. Appletree.
[Page]
Worthy Friend,

LEt him that ſtands, ſaith the Apoſtle, take heed leaſt he fall, and be not high minded, but fear, for God gives grace to the humble, and exalts the meek, but the proud he beholds afar off; it is good therefore for every man to look to his feet, and conſider how he ſtands, by ſenſe or by Faith, by Fleſh or Spirit, by Grace or by Works; and where he ſtands, [Page] on holy or unholy ground, or the Sand or the Rock, upon the Sea or the dry Land, on Earth or in Heaven, in himſelf, or in God; whether the Moon be under his feet, and he clothed with the Sun, whether he ſerve God or Mammon; for if we ſtand in the Lord we are ſafe, but if we ſtand any where elſe we ſink and fall: the Lords Angels pitch their tents about his, to preſerve them in all his ways; they ſhall walk and not be wea­ry, run and not faint; they walk as wiſe men, and not as fools, redeeming the time, be­cauſe [Page] the days are evil. And while God gives You opportuni­ty do good to all, but eſpecially to the houſhold of Faith, and be not weary of well doing, for in due time you ſhall reap, if you faint not; faithful is he that hath promiſed, who alſo will do it. Your labor of love is well known to many Saints in De­dington and thereabout, in Oxfordſhire, whoſe bowels You have refreſhed; the Lord make You more and more to a­bound in Faith and Love, that You may never ſee Christ na­ked, hungry, or in priſon, but [Page] You may miniſter to him, and relieve the oppreſſed, judg the fatherleſs and widow, and let the cauſe of the poor be main­tained, ſtill keeping Faith and a good Conſcience in all things, that Your good example and counſel may win upon many; and if J or my poor endeavors herein may advantage You any way in this kind, it will be the travel of my Soul, and the joy of my Spirit,
Sir, Your Friend and Servant, THO. BUTLER.



TO The Vertuous LADIES, Mrs Elizabeth, Mrs Anne, Mrs Margaret, Mrs Ka­therine, and Mrs Lettice Babingtons, my dear and precious Siſters, together with the reſt of that noble Family.
[Page]
My deer Sisters,

AMongſt the Catalogue of Gods great mercies to me, I account it not the leaſt, to be of the number of that ſweet and precious ſociety and Family, and to ſee how the Lord hath mul­tiplied his mercies towards us, as not onely to make us one Body, but alſo one Spirit, giving us the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, whereby we have fellowſhp with the Lord, and one with ano­ther [Page] in the Spirit, praying, rejoyc­ing, converſing, walking, and liv­ing together continually; this ne­ver dyes, neither can it be parted; its ſuch a threefold cord, that no­thing can break it; ſuch a fellow­ſhip, nothing can divide it; and ſuch a joy, and life, none can take from us. I have, through the love and goodneſs of the Lord to me, drawn ſome ſpiritual Diſcoveries upon a part of the Scriptures, as God gave me opportunity: Onely, my dear Siſters, let me deſire this from you, What you finde herein of God, glorifie him for it, and what is not of God, as you appre­hend, judg it not after the fleſh, but judg righteous judgment; and withal remember the weakneſs of him that was but a poor inſtru­ment [Page] in it: And if it may by the bleſſing of God give any light to you, God ſpeaking the ſame things in a vail to it in your ſpirits, how will it rejoyce mine. Thus leaving all to the good guide of the Spirit of Truth in all things, I take leave, and remain,
Your loving Brother T. BUTLER.



TO THE READER.
[Page]
J Ʋdg not, ſaith the A­poſtle, that ye be not judged, for with what meaſure you meet it ſhall be meaſured to you again; and what you would that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do ye unto them, for this is the Law and the Prophets; but Chriſt and the Apostles go further, and would have us do far better to others then they do to us, give them good for evil, knowing [Page] this: now J cannot but perſwade my loving Reader to lay aſide all malice, wrath, envy, guil and hypocriſie, and in love, meek­neſs, patience and much good­neſs read and conſider, trying the ſpirits, whether they be of God or not: And thus J ſhall ſay with thee, if there be any thing, as queſtionleſs there is, of fleſh, darkneſs, or the ſpirit of this world, that all of it may come into Judgment by the Spi­rit of the Lord, and conſume them like ſtubble here and with­in me: Thus deſiring the Lord to give thee underſtanding to [Page] take the good, and refuſe the e­vil in this, and all things elſe; For his good, and thy glory, I Reſt,
Thy Friend, T. Butler.
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THE Sealed Book of GOD, opened in MAN.
The Myſtery of the holy Scriptures, the Vo­lume of Gods Book written in mans heart in the Spirit, and to be read in his life in the Letter.
[Page]
HEB. chap. 8. verſ. 10.‘For this is the Covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe dayes ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws into their mind and write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people.’
CHAP. I. §. 1 Chriſt the Sum of all Things.
1
NOw of the things which we have ſpoken and write (ſaith the Apo­ſtle in the beginning of the chapter) this is the ſum, Chriſt is the ſum of it; all the Figures, Types, Prieſt-hoods, Sacrifices, Temples, Tabernacles, Pro­phets, [Page] and Propheſies, in their ſeverall parts, Chriſt is their totall ſum: Let them be all numbred together they all make up but one Chriſt, who is ſuch an High Prieſt, as is ſet on the right hand of the throne of the Majeſtie in the heavens; they all give him. 1. The right Hand. 2. The Throne. 3. The Majeſtie. 4. The heavenly Thing, in the Prieſt-hood, and in all things elſe▪ hath this preheminence.

SECT. II. §. 2 The true Miniſtry.
A Miniſter of the Sanctuary and of the true Tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man; Chriſt is the ſum of all the Miniſtry: there is no other Miniſtry but Chriſt and Chri­ſtians; who make but one Spirit; he the male, they the female, whom God the Father hath joyned together, his Spirit poured out, and married to their fleſh; the Divine Nature, the Male, & our Hu­mane, the Female, making one Emma­nuel, God with us; ſo that as the two witneſſes agree in one, ſo be theſe.

SECT. III. §. 3 Chriſt the true Temple-Sanctuary.
[Page]
CHriſt was alſo the Sanctuary, the Temple of God; upon the Altar of which Temple he offered himſelf a Sacrifice to God, Soul and Body, ſo are Chriſtians.

SECT. IV. Christ the true Tabernacle. §. 4
CHriſt alſo is the Sum of the Taber­nacle, God dwelling ſo richly in him, the Tabernacle of God was then with men, the life was manifeſted, the true Tabernacle the Lord pitched, and not man, ſo are Chriſtians.

SECT. V. Christ is the heavenly Thing in Chriſtians. §. 5
ALL which ſerve for the example and ſhadow of h [...]avenly things, as Moſes, when he was admoniſhed of God about making the Tabernacle; See, ſaith God, that thou make all things according to the pattern ſhewed thee in [Page] the Mount. Now the truth and ſub­ſtance, the heavenly Thing, and the good Thing to come, is Chriſt and the Chriſtian; this is the Tabernacle that God pitches, even the man Chriſt, there he will dwell, that is his Houſe: Now Chriſt brings forth more excel­lent things then any in the Mount, you have ſeen them all, the Miniſtry, Ta­bernacles, Sanctuary, Sacrifice, the whole Worſhip, the Law and Cove­nant alſo, they all wax old, & vaniſh a­way from the Mount; but not the other

SECT. VI. §. 6 Christ is the new Covenant in the new Creature.
BUt now Chriſt hath obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, by how much alſo he is the Mediator of a bet­ter Covenant, which was eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes: It is a Mini­ſtry in Spirit, a Covenant in Spirit, making interceſſion in our ſpirits, an eſtabliſhing in Spirit, and precious [Page] promiſes written in our ſpirits, ſo that if the firſt Covenant, Pro­miſes, Miniſtry, Tabernacle had been faultleſs, pure or perfect, there had been no need of the ſecond; but the Lord finding fault with the firſt, and the Worſhip and Worſhippers there­of; He ſaith, Behold the days come, that I will make a new Covenant, a new Pro­miſe, a new Tabernacle, a new Ministry, and all things new; a new Heaven and Earth, with the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Houſe of Judah. In thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, all old things ſhall then paſs away, and all things become new, and all things ſhall be of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt.

SECT. VII. §. 7 What is that Covenant he will write in us; first what it is not, then what it is.
ANd this Covenant ſhall not be ac­cording to the Covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out [Page] of the Land of Egypt, becauſe they conti­nued not in my Covenant, and I regarded them not, ſaith the Lord God. No, no, that was in Letter, outward, dead, in tables of ſtone, read, ſeen, heard, but fat from the heart and ſpirits.

SECT. VIII. §. 8 How this Covenant differs from all others, it being in Spirit.
BUt this is the Covenant: 1. That was with their Fathers; This with the Children: 2. That was for a day; This for many days: 3. That was to take them by the Hand; This is to take them by the Heart: 4. That was to lead them; This to write in them: 5. That was to lead them out of Egypt; This is to lead them from Fleſh to Spirit, from Earth to Heaven, from this world to that to come: 6. That was to forſake them, if they forſake me; This is never to forſake them, nor they me; I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people; that I will be [Page] their God, if they be my people: 7. That was to be taught of Men; This is to be taught of God; they ſhall all know me: 8. That was without Mercy to their Sins, it was all for Sa­crifice: but now I will have mercy, I will be merciful to their ſins: 9. That was to take notice of, and remember ſin, to break the Covenant; This re­members ſin no more, but to forgive and forget, though we offend him ſeventy times ſeven in a moment: 10. That made us faulty and guilty; This makes us faultleſs and guiltleſs: 11. That made us old Creatures; This makes us new Creatures: 12. That made us happy in the Fleſh; This makes us happy in the Spirit. Thus Chriſt Jeſus is become the ſum of all things, Gods true Miniſtry, true Tabernacle, Sacrifice, Gods true and new Covenant made with Man; All was compleat in him, and ſo Chriſtians.

SECT. IX. §. 9 Chriſt is in us Gods Dwelling, and his Writing.
[Page]
NOw if any man be in Chriſt, or Chriſt be in him, he is a new Crea­ture in Chriſt, or Chriſt a new Crea­ture in him; Then as Chriſt was and is, ſo ſhall he be the true Tabernacle in whom God ſhall dwell; the Prieſt­hood, the Sacrifice, the Covenant of God written in him: In the volume of his heart ſhall be written, Lo I come to do thy will, O God: Yea, thy Law is written within my heart: So that whatſoever is applyed to Chriſt, ſhall be alſo to the Chriſtian. What great things are ſpoken of the beloved City of God? how are they called Gods Heaven and Earth, Gods Throne and Footſtool, Gods Paradiſe, His Rivers, His Lands, and Being, his Inhe­ritance, Pſal. 2. His Husbandry, His Building, His City and Temple, His Birds and Beaſts, His Sons and Heirs, His Jewels and Treaſures, yea, all [Page] that is or can be named. But amongſt all, I would ſpeak of two, and ſhew you how the Saints are a houſhold of Faith, how they are Gods dwelling Houſe, which I muſt refer to ſome o­ther providence, to bring forth what God hath put into my heart, concerning that Houſe, and the building thereof, and now wholy addreſs my ſelf to the other, which is this, How the Saints may be called, and how they are made, the Bible or Book of God; the Book of Life, God living in them; they are made the very Oracles of God, ſpeaking as moved by the holy Ghoſt, whoſe hearts are Gods Cloſets and Study where he keeps his Library, all his Writings, Inditings, Laws, Decrees, Purpoſes, Counſels, Pre­cepts, Promiſes, Propheſies, all this, and their very lives, preach their hearts and apply their texts, their outward man the Commentary or Expoſition, a very Sermon of the inward grace, and word of Life there: What ſhall I ſay to ſpeak nothing of the Temple, Altar, [Page] Shew-bread, Candleſtick, Laver, In­cenſe, Mercy-ſeat, nor of the Ark, but only of the Tables in the Ark; nothing of the Houſe, Houſhold-goods, Treaſures, only a little of the Writing of God there in letters of gold.
For this is the Covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael in thoſe days, ſaith the Lord.

SECT. X. §. 10 What this new Covenant is further to us.
IT is not the old Covenant renewed, but a new one, made not out of us, but in us; not in letter, but in Spirit; not in word, but in deed and in truth; wherein God doth bind himſelf under hand and ſeal, to make good what he promiſes and what he will perform to us, the Oath ſworn to our forefather Abraham that he would give us, that he would deliver us from the hands of all our enemies, within and without. And ſecondly, That he would make [Page] us a people fit to ſerve him without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs, in love, all the days of our life, and in him all we ſhould be bleſſed.

SECT. XI. The high excellency and vertue of it in us; §. 11 what it doth for us, and is to us.
THis new Covenant makes men new Creatures, that have it writ­ten in them; It gives them a new Na­ture, and new names accordingly.
2. It is the very gate that enters in­to the City, the new Jeruſalem; All that enter therein go through this gate, which is the gate of Heaven.
3. All things in this Covenant are of God, nothing at all of Man; God makes it, keeps it, and performs every thing in it that concerns us.
4. This Covenant is our marriage with the Lamb, our Union and our Communion with God, and that in Spirit; It is the very uniting in ſpi­rits, and keeping the bond of peace.
5. This Covenant is the life of all [Page] the old; they were but the ſhadows of this, were all fulfilled in it; and this muſt be, that the Scriptures may be fulfilled, which propheſied long ſince of it; and we are waiting for it, hav­ing received the firſt fruits of it, ſome Lines and Precepts.
6. This Covenant is the Liberty of the Sons of God, by this they are made free from Sin to do Righteouſ­neſs; and free, being enlarged and re­leaſed out of bondage by the ſpirit of truth, in Chriſt Jeſus; Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt Jeſus hath made you free, and be not entangled with worldly rudi­ments any more.
7. It is a free Covenant, as well as a full or a new one, freely made, free­ly promiſed, freely wrought of God.
8. And it is a ſure one, being Gods, and everlaſting alſo; It doth alſo a­gree in one, and makes all one, whe­ther male or female, bond or free, high or low, rich or poor, we are all made one in this Covenant, in the Spirit.

SECT. XII. §. 12 The Lord ſetting forth a book to the world.
[Page]
I will put my Laws in their minds; this is the heavenly reſolution, to ſet up his Preſs in our Hearts, and print in us whole volumes, and from thence it ſhall be publiſhed to the world, what God hath done in the ſecret printing-houſe of the heart; and whatſoever comes out to the world, that is not of his printing and licenſing, ſhall be ſuppreſſed by the Spirit, as not having the hand-writing that makes free; and none ſhall buy or ſell but thoſe that have his mark.

SECT. XIII. §. 13 What be the things God makes uſe of in writing this Book Man.
ANd when the Lord God doth thus, he will make our hearts his table-books, waſhing them clean and pure, fit and prepared to receive any im­preſſion; his letters ſhall be all Spirit, and his words life, his Precepts and [Page] Commandments perfect Liberty; as for the Lords Pen, it ſhall be the Fin­ger of the Spirit of God, the Inditer God himſelf; the Ink, it ſhall be the pure Chriſtal waters of Life and Grace, that proceeds from the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, the everlaſt­ing Fountains of Love, the Writings and Printings ſhall never periſh, it ſhall be for a perpetual Memorial to all generations, the Lords Hand and Seal ſhall be ſet to the Book, he will not be aſhamed of his workmanſhip, nor his writing therein; it ſhall be alſo dedicated to all the world, Angels and men, for all to read, his Name ſhall be to it, and the Title ſhall be this, The Book of Life, Printed in the year of our Lord, the fulneſs of time.

SECT. XIV. Gods making mans heart plain and fair for it §. 14 as paper.
I Will put my Laws in their minds: this is the mind of God, to have them of one minde with himſelf, minding the ſame things: His mind [Page] in their minds; God would fain put his new wine into the new veſſels of their minds, knowing full well how much vanity, for the moſt part, lodges there, like the Inn that was full of gueſts, that there was no room for Chriſt to lay his head, ſo it is in moſt minds; enough of every thing, but little enough of this love of the Spirit of Life. What ſaid the Lord, Now I will come into the temple of mans mind, and caſt out the buyers and ſellers, over­throw the tables of the money-chang­ers, drive out the beaſts and birds; and the houſe that was full of murderers, aden of theeves, I will make a houſe of prayer before I leave them.

SECT. XV. §. 15 What God minds and loves, it is to live with us, and in us.
BY this we may ſee the mind of God, what he minds moſt amongſt men, what he loves beſt where he de­ſires to live; it is the minds of men. Again, we ſee all thoſe Sacrifices un­der [Page] the Law that were commanded to be offered to God muſt be of the beſt, the male in the flock, not the ſick, blind, lean or lame, all which was abo­minable to God: ſo here, this is the male in the flock God will have offe­red to him; his Laws put into our minds, and if this be not, all is nothing: Thus it was with David ſurely when he ſaid, Oh how do I love thy Law, it is my meditation day and night, and again, Pſal. 1. 2. Bleſsed is the man whoſe de­light is in the Laws of the Lord, ſurely, it was becauſe God had put his Laws in his mind. As it was in the Temple of God which was a ſhaddow of good things to come; there was, we read, in the moſt holy place, the Ark of the Covenant, ſurely this Ark was a kind of figure of what God would do in theſe laſt dayes, in our Temples in the moſt holy place of our hearts, even in the Ark of our minds, he would place his Covenants and put his Laws in that Arke.

SECT. XVI. §. 16 What is, ſhall be of the Lords Will, and Law, and nothing elſe.
[Page]
ANd in that it is ſaid (my Laws) it ſhall be a living Law, a holy, hea­venly, wiſe, gracious, good, Law. God himſelf ſhall be our Law and our Ex­ample, in all things follow him: the Governments ſhall be upon his ſhoul­ders, he will Rule in us and over us, and be our King, Prieſt and Prophet; Happy art thou, O Iſrael, a people go­verned by the Lord: He is your Law­giver, and it is given to the ſpirits and hearts of men; where he rules and ſits, brings al things into ſubjection to him­ſelf. I will break every other Law of man, all your Laws, either in Church or in State, either in the inward man that convinces, or in the outward that reſtrains, that are not mine, ſhall be rooted up, thoſe yokes and burdens you ſhall no longer bear, but take my yoke it's eaſie, my burden and Laws are light, and in them you ſhall find reſt.

SECT. XVII. §. 17 His own Laws he keeps, and them he will have us keep, one Law for both.
[Page]
ANd in that he ſaith my Laws, ſee how good and gracious God is, he will lay no other burden then what he bears himſelf; live by one Law, one Mind, one Life, one Spirit, one Truth, one Peace, one Righteouſneſs, one Kingdom; the Law God walks by, lives in, the way he goes, that which is his own very heart and nature; the ſame he would give us, that we may be as God is, holy as he is holy, juſt as he is juſt, that we may be the children of our Father which is in Heaven.

SECT. XVIII. §. 18 All Gods Laws a whole volum within us.
ANd it is obſervable, he doth not ſay, my Law, though all his Laws agree in one, and are as one, but ſhews us further, that how the Word of the Lord ſhall dwell in us richly, and not ſparingly, we ſhall not abound in ſome [Page] grace, but in every grace, nor in ſome knowledg, but in all wiſdom & know­ledg, not doing ſome of the Will of God, but inſtructed in the whole Counſel of the Lord; we ſhall have Laws in us of all ſorts, the Law of Faith, the Law of Love, the Law of Truth, the Law of Life, the Law of Righteouſneſs, the Law of Meekneſs, the Law of Contentedneſs; nay, there is not a Law in Heaven, nor a Law in the Heart of God, but he will put it in our hearts, for we ſhall be men after his own heart. And this we muſt know, God is the ſearcher of heart and mind; it muſt be ſuch an eye, and ſuch an arm as muſt be ſtretched out to reach the bottom and depth of our minds; all that is in the world is too ſhort: we may ſpeak to them, preſent the forms and patterns of things given to us in the Mount, to the eyes, ears, and out­ward view, and hearing of men in the world, and there we muſt leave it; then comes God and gives the in­creaſe, he puts it farther, he doth the [Page] work powerfully; We can but, John the Baptiſt like, ſay, I indeed baptize with water, but he that comes after me, it is he that muſt do all, without him all is nothing, ſo here, unleſs Chriſt come after, as here he hath promiſed, and put his Laws in our minds, we ſhall heare, pray, and do all in vain.

SECT. XIX. §. 19
WHerefore my dearly beloved, what is Paul? or what is Apollo? or  [...]ephas? It is the Lord alone that wil be exalted; he will put his Law there, where all the devils in hell, all the pow­ers of fleſh and ſpirit cannot prevail againſt it; if he put it there what ſhall be able to ſeparate, remove, or pull it out of his hands, or out of our hearts?

SECT. XX. §. 20 Mans bleſſing or curſe is within himſelf.
ANd I will write it in their hearts: It is the heart of man that God ayms at, and therein are the iſſues of [Page] death or life, there is every mans Heaven or Hell, his bleſſing or his curſing: for if our own hearts condemn us, ſhall not God much more? If this Tree be good, then all the fruits are good, but if it be bad, then all is corrupt; look to your hearts then, for from thence is diſcovered your weal or woe.

SECT. XXI. §. 21 What God writes in us, is ſuch writing as no­thing can blot it out.
ANd here ſee how the phraſe is changed to enlarge the ſenſe, what before he called his putting into our minds, he enlarges it to the wri­ting, or rather explains the manner how he will put his Laws in our hearts, and that is by writing them in our hearts; or elſe what he will do after he hath put his Laws in our minds, how he will preſerve and keep it there, that it may never be for­gotten, but abide in us for ever, by an eternal written character that ſhall never be blotted out, Sin may, but [Page] Grace cannot; and when it is thus printed in us, no theeves can ſteal it, nor ruſt corrupt it, nor fowls gather it, but it's ſafe, under Hand and Seal, and we never have ſure comfort till then; we may then ſay, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and I ſee him, and I know whom I have truſted: I am perſwaded fully, that nothing is able to ſeparate me from his love, nor blot me out of his Book; I was in much doubt of his word and promiſe, before I had this Hand writing; but now I thank God I have obtained the victory by the Lord.

SECT. XXII. §. 22 Where God begins to write, he perfects it in us.
NOw be aſſured of this all you that know any thing of God, that when the Lord puts his hand to the pen, and the pen to the paper, which are the ta­bles of our minds, it will not be in vain, he ſtays not there; it is for this very end, to write ſomething therein; either a protection to keep thee, I wil be with [Page] thee; or elſe a warrant, to do ſomething in his name, and he will deliver thee; or a Commiſſion to go and teach all Nations, to go forth to conquer and overcome, fearing nothing.

SECT. XXIII. §. 23 The writing of God in us is by degrees.
ANd when the Lord begins his wri­ting, it may be in weakneſs, in a letter; firſt becauſe of the ſmoaking flax, and bruiſed reeds, and from a let­ter to a Word, a Word of Life, and from a Word to a Promiſe; and from a Promiſe to a Precept; thus going on with line upon line, and precept after precept, here a little, and there a little, till he hath finiſhed it, his whole Will in us, that in the volum of our hearts we may ſee it written; Lo I am prepared to do thy Will, O God. When we ſhall ſee all his Words, Promiſes, Precepts, Propheſies, Exhortations, Conſolations, Doctrines, Reproofs, Uſes, Means, Motives, and all complea­ted in Man: It may be in the begin­ning [Page] like a grain of muſtard ſeed, but comes to a tree; it is begun in free-grace, but it ends in full Glory; it is at firſt God manifeſted in the Fleſh, and thence juſtified in Spirit, at laſt re­ceived up into Glory; this is the wri­ting called the Lords.

SECT. XXIV. §. 24 Gods magnifying himſelf in Man.
ANd all this is done for his own name ſake, to make his Glory & Name known, that he is the Lord, the only God, and there is no Beloved like to this Beloved; this made David in his eight Pſalm magnifie God, ſo when he looked upon the three-fold writing of God: 1. That in Nature, ſay­ing, O Jehovah, God, how excellent is thy Name in all the world, thou hast ſet thy Glory above the Heavens: this he read in Natures Book. The ſecond Book or Writing is in Letter, Word, or Pro­miſe, and in this he is magnified in the ſame Pſalm, Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings thou haſt ordained ſtrength, [Page] ſtilling the enemy and avenger. The third Book is in Spirit in Man, and that is the higheſt of all Gods Wri­tings, there he is read plaineſt and beſt: firſt, in the firſt Man Adam; ſecondly, in the new Man Chriſt; thirdly, in the new Man the Chriſtian; this made him ſay more, When I conſider the the Heavens, the works of thy hands, Sun, Moon and Stars, which thou haſt ordained, Lord think I then what is poor man, that thou art ſo mindfull of him; or the ſon of man, that is, the ſecond man, that thou haſt ſo much vi­ſited him, as to dwell in him, and be God with him, making him a litle low­er then the Angels in his fleſh, and crowning him with ſo much glory and honor in Spirit in us, as to think Hea­ven, Earth, Angels, Men, Creatures, Scriptures, Means, Sabbaths, Ordinan­ces, Graces, Promiſes, Miniſters, Ma­giſtrates, things Temporal, things Spi­ritual, Chriſt, God, the Spirit, all is ours; therefore I muſt ſay once again, O Lord our God, how excellent is thy Name in all the world.

SECT. XXV. §. 25 The ſtate of the two Adams.
[Page]
THe Lord is pleaſed to make man an epitome of all things, as he is a little world created of God, Hea­ven and Earth being in him, and he made up of both; ſo the fulneſs there­of is in him a compound of all, at firſt, as he was in the firſt Adam.
But now in the ſecond Adam, in the generation of Jeſus Chriſt, as he is brought forth a new to God, dying to the World, and living to God in ſpirit, in a new world, whereof this firſt is but the image; ſo is he the ſum of all that ſpiritual ſtate: For as Chriſt in the fleſh was the ſum of all the legal Rites, Ordinances, Sacrifices, Worſhip, and All; ſo is Chriſt Jeſus in ſpirit, in the new Creature, the ſum of Goſpel Or­dinances, Prayers, Hearings, Wri­tings, Preachings, Church-fellowſhip, Breaking of Bread, and Excommu­nications.

SECT. XXVI. §. 26 The Lord is all the Book and Scripture his people have; him they preach, hear, read, practiſe.
[Page]
NAy, the Lord will be to us Hea­ven and Earth, Lands and Livings, Father and Mother, Siſter and Bro­ther, Children and Friends, Maſter and Servant, Gifts and Graces, Knowledge and Wiſdom, Temple and Sacrifice, Sabbath and Sermon, Creature and Scripture, yea Doctrine and Pſalm, Revelation and Conſola­tion, New Teſtament and Old, Law and Goſpel, Letter and Spirit, Pro­miſe and Precept, Writing and Print­ing; our Bible and Book, all things paſt, preſent, and to come: There­fore he ſaith, when he comes to do this, I will write; What a Writing ſhal that be, think you, which God will write? What a Book ſhall that be? Every word a word of Life, all the leafes leafes of Life; the whole Book muſt needs be the Book of Life, but [Page] the outward Cover and Binding ſhall be Man; it ſhall be covered in a fleſh­ly Cover: As the Tabernacle, of gold within, ſtone without, ſo this Book of the will of God, written, printed, or dwelling in us, ſhall be opened within, yet ſealed without, as to the world; they can neither ſee, nor read, nor underſtand, nor beleeve it, it be­ing ſealed up, the back and outſide being towards them, and the opening inward, they know nothing in it; and all preaching, praying, hearing, read­ing, writing, receiving, meeting muſt be from this written Word; there muſt be your text and ground-work to build upon, and what is not read there, or writ there, is not thine to give: but let every one ſpeak as the Oracles of God, and preach as he findes it written in him from the Word of the Lord there, and ſo expound and read to us, in the letter of Words or Life, what God hath written within, as an epiſtle read to all friends, ſo is the teaching written to be read to the world.


CHAP. II. The first Book that God writes in Man §. 1. is called GENESIS.
[Page]
1
NOw the beginning of this Book of God in Man, bound up there, and hid in this wall of Fleſh, as the Law was in the Temple, and revealed & found by the ſpirit of God, it is called the book of Geneſis, or the book of the beginning of Gods Book in us: This is the firſt book, wherein God appears as their Geneſis creating all things, Heaven and Earth a new in them, making a Firmament between Fleſh and Spirit to ſeparate and divide the one from the other, the waters above from waters below, creating light in them, the Lord their light ſcattering and diſpelling the darkneſs, and the Spirit of the Lord living, moving, and dwelling there in this new world Man, in his Geneſis or beginning; here­in the Lord brings forth all things in their beginning, progreſs & perfection.

SECT. II. §. 2. The ſix days works in Man brought forth first.
[Page]
THe Light firſt to enlighten e­very thing that comes into this world, for as darkneſs was upon the face of the deep in the old world firſt, ſo here in the true world of mans hap­pineſs in God, firſt Light is brought forth to be upon the face of all things; this is the Candle of the Lord ſet up in his Candleſtick Man: This is the firſt days work, or rather the firſt work in the day of the Lord.

SECT. III. §. 3. The ſecond work in Gods day in Man.
THe ſecond work of God in Man, his new world, he creates of him­ſelf to dwell in, is, a Firmament, to divide between the old and new man, or old and new world to diſtinguiſh between Heaven and Earth.

SECT. IV. §. 4. The third work of God in his day.
[Page]
THe third is the gathering of all things together into one, the chaff to be burnt, and the wheat to be layd in the garner, when the Lord comes with his fan thus to purge his floor Man, and by the breath of his Spirit dries up the waters that divide, and makes all to be a fruitful land, bringing forth herbs meet for the dreſſer, receiving bleſſing from the Lord; every plant in man of Gods planting, bearing every year twelve manner of fruits, and the leaves of the trees for the healing and ſaving of Nations.

SECT. V. §. 5. The fourth work in the day of the LORD.
THe fourth Work is the Lords go­ing on to perfection, ſetting up greater lights in us, where light was as a day breaking in us; now he is come to be the riſing of the Sun in us, and [Page] Moon and Stars, light ſwallowed up of this great light of the Sun, the Lord God himſelf, according as it is written, The Lord himſelf ſhall be the light thereof, and alſo ſhall be the rule there­of, ſaying, Come let us walk in the light of the Lord, and the light ſhall make no difference in days, times, moneths or ſeaſons.

SECT. VI. §. 6. The fifth work in the Lords day.
THe fifth Work is the ſeveral Man­ſions the Lord hath prepared for his higher, and lower, & middle ſtories and chambers, according to the de­grees of Grace and Light of the Lord in us; a higher for the birds and fowls, the Doves and Eagle-ſighted; a lower for the beaſts, that have only the light of the Moon a ſenſitive light; and a middle for men, which are between both, but upper for Angels; ſo that every one as he hath attained, ſo let him walk, and this is but for a while, till we come all up to the unity of Spirit, [Page] when all partition walls ſhall be bro­ken down.

SECT. VII. The ſixth work in the Lords day. §. 7.
THe ſixth is the Lords creating us yet in greater perfection, and that is when he brought forth himſelf compleatly in us, which is not only his image or likeneſs, which was in the firſt man earthly: there is therefore an image of God in all ſuch earthly things; an image of God in this world, and all that in them is: But in this new ſtate of things, God him­ſelf comes in the room, and ſupplies the place of all ſuch things, he being the heavenly Thing himſelf, the Hea­ven and Earth, the Day, the Light, the Sun, the Firmament; he is all this in us and to us: So that all former things are put under us, and we have dominion in the heavenly things, and rule in Spirit, and reign with God for ever.

SECT. VIII. §. 8. The end of the work of God.
[Page]
THe laſt days work, or rather the end of all his works, is the Lord our Sabbath and Reſt, having perfect­ed his will in us, and brought forth his Reſt there from all his works and travel, now inheriting all things, hav­ing entred us into his Reſt, where is all fulneſs and pleaſures for evermore; no hungring nor thirſting any more, fully ſatisfied in him: And now the Lord looks upon all his works, rejoycing in all and over all, having his praiſes perfected, and himſelf ſanctified by all.

SECT. IX. The Paradiſe of God in Man. §. 9.
NOw the next thing is Gods cre­ating a new Paradiſe, where he lives and dwells; Chriſt is our Para­diſe, inaſmuch as he is called the Tree of Life therein; and the Spirit of the holy God is the living Fountain in this [Page] Paradiſe, watering and cheriſhing, quickening and refreſhing every plant and tree planted by the rivers of the water of Life, bringing forth their fruits at all ſeaſons, whoſe leaves wither not, much leſs their fruits: Now this is the delight of the Lord, ſaying, I will come into my garden, my Love, my Spouſe, and blow upon it, that the ſpices thereof may flow forth; and there I will feed among the lillies, and eat my hony comb with my hony, and drink my wine with my love, ſatisfying my ſelf abundant­ly in love. This true Paradiſe, which God planted in man, Chriſt formed in us, and the Spirit of God living like a fountain of water with us.

SECT. X. The Adam and Eve there in Paradiſe. §. 10
ANd further, as from the Paradiſe and River of Life the whole world is refreſhed, for from hence come the ſtreames of life, and divide themſelves into all parts of the world, [Page] teaching in his Name wonderfull things; ſo the Man and the Woman that lives in this Paradiſe with God, the Adam and the Eve, is Chriſt and the Chriſtian, Chriſt the Man, and the Chriſtian the Woman, both liv­ing in one Paradiſe, brought together by God, marryed and given in marri­age by the Spirit of God, making Chriſt and the Chriſtian one; this is the Myſtery of God manifeſted in the fleſh, or God dwelling in us, be­coming a ſecond Adam to us, feeding us with the tree of Life in us, and refreſh­ing us, as with living water which he gives us, and the tree ſhall not dye but live; need no clothing, or any Taber­nacle, or Shrine, or Fig-leaves, but the nakedneſs of God appearing in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, not having our garments, which are hairy, but the ſmooth and naked clothes of Chriſt, and we ſhall not be aſhamed.

SECT. XII. §. 12 The Tempter, the Fall, the Serpent.
[Page]
NAy further, the Tempter here in the New Creature thus written by God, is the good Tempter, the Spi­rit of the Lord tempting us, and lead­ing us into all Truth, and Lord lead us into this temptation for ever; and this Spirit is not like the beaſt of the field, but like the Doves of Heaven, it is as wiſe as Serpents, but as innocent and harmleſs as a Dove. Now the great Fall of this New Man, is a total and final fall from ſin & Satan, or a Being taken up in Clouds from the earth, a receiving out of their ſight to live with the Lord; as alſo the curſe, there is nothing but bleſſing, there is neither pain nor ſorrow, conceiving nor tra­velling; there is neither Lord nor ſer­vant, but all are made one in Chriſt Jeſus.

SECT. XII. §. 12 How all things are made new in the beginning of this book.
[Page]
LAſtly, to conclude the writing of God in ſhort, for the book of the beginning of the new Creation, or Book of life in Man; Here is no car­nal generation, no living after the Fleſh, no knowing one another after the Fleſh, but in Spirit and Truth; a ſpiritual encreaſe and multiplying. Here is no death at all, but a long life, even for ever and ever: Here is no marrying, nor giving in marriage, but they are like the Angels of God: no violence, but all meekneſs and love: Here is no wrath, nor deſtruction, but eternal love and conſolation: Here is no repenting, the Lord he made Man, but it rejoyces him at the heart to ſee him: Here is no Deluge, but the pouring out of the Spirit; no Ark, but the Lords preſence in our Ark; we are the houſe of God; no periſh­ing, but Fleſh; no Sacrifice but the [Page] Spirit; no Covenant, but the new one in Man; no Rain, but that of the Word of Truth; no Fleſh, but Spirit, to feed upon; no Milk, nor Herbs, but Grace; no Vinyard, but that of the Lords love, no Altar, but God; no Call, but that inward Call, to forſake thy Fathers houſe: No Houſe, nor Father, nor Mother, nor Land, nor Portion, but the Lord; none to ſerve, nor follow, but him; no Circumciſion, but in Spirit; no bond woman, nor her children, but the free woman, the ſpirit of liberty from ſin and death; no Well, but the deep Rivers of Salvation; no Viſion, but of God; no Famine, but of Fleſh; no Corn, nor Wine, nor Oyl, but the Light of Gods countenance lifted up upon us.


CHAP. III. The ſecond Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called EXODƲS.
[Page]
1
THe ſecond book is the book of Exodus, for where the Lord hath once begun a writing or a work, a word or a line, he will build up, finiſh, and make an end in his due time; but now he is but beginning and going on from one ſtrength to another, appear­ing in us; now he comes with an out­ſtretched arm to deliver, before he came to pull down, and to build up, to lay the foundation, now he comes to deliver from the enemies of our ſal­vation.

SECT. II. §. 2 God calling his Son out of Egypt.
THerefore, ſaith he, I have called my Son out of Egypt, that is [Page] Chriſt is called out of the grave, death, darkneſs; this is the Son called out of Egypt, the Fleſh, to live in Spirit in his members and body: Now in this Egypt of our fleſh and filthineſs dwells nothing but Thunder and Lightening, Darkneſs, Plagues, and Croſſes, for all theſe lay upon the Son, while he is and was in our Egypt or fleſhly Na­ture; but he muſt riſe the third day; the Son ſhall not always lie thus in the grave; the Spirit ſhall not al­ways ſtrive with Fleſh and be buffeted and betrayed by it, as Iſrael after a certain time was called forth; the Lord hears the groans of his Son on the Croſs, and Iſrael in Egypt, and the groans of the Spirit in theſe Taber­nacles of Fleſh, willing to be deliver­ed, waiting for the day of Redemp­tion; not out of a part of Egypt, to live in the ſuburbs, or as neer as may be, but far off, to get into another land and kingdom, even the kingdom called the Lords: And though Fleſh and Blood, Principalities and Powers, [Page] ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places, Pharoah and all his Taskmaſters, the Magicians, and all the hoſte of Egypti­ans, riſe up againſt this Call and power of God to withſtand it, as Jan­nes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, and as the Scribes and Phariſes, placing the watch and ward, laying the ſtone upon the grave of Chriſt, ſealing it, withſtood God, and as Antichriſt withſtands the two witneſſes, but all in vain, till the power of God entred into them all, bringing them forth with a mighty hand, ſaying, Come up hither; and fire came out of their mouths, and the ſea, to conſume and devour them; They, I mean all their carnal and ſpiritual enemies, may come after them as far as the red ſea, but then no farther: As ſoon as his Son the Lord Chriſt, or the Chriſti­an, hath paſſed through the red Sea of the ſufferings of Chriſt, Fleſh and Blood dare follow them no further, nay, here dyes and periſheth all this carnal power and enmity.

SECT. III. §. 3 God leading his Son through the Wilderneſs.
[Page]
BUt though Gods Son Chriſt Jeſus be called out of Egypt, and is led from thence, and Egypt deſtroyed in the Red Sea, there the Fleſh ſuffers; yet there is another Call, God leaves not his Son in the Wilderneſs, whom he hath once called; but then he calls them on, and allures them, there ſpeak­ing comfortably to them; This Son of God, called out of Egypt thus, and now all his children in the Wilder­neſs, is brought to ſtraits, and knows not whither to look, ſtanding be­tween Heaven and Earth, Fleſh and Spirit, both fighting the one againſt the other.

SECT. IV. What this Wilderneſs is. §. 4
FOr this Wilderneſs in us is no­thing elſe but the warfare between Fleſh and Spirit, light and darkneſs, [Page] between Michael and the Dragon, with their Angels; and it is a long time before it be altogether finiſhed, we go on as we overcome through faith, ſtill gaining ground, overcoming by little and little, till at laſt all the two and fourty years are ex­pired; along time God had many battels in them, ſearching and ſmiting, drawing and healing, but at laſt the Lord overcoming; and they ſing with Deborah and Barack, and with Moſes and the Virgins that follow the Lamb, having their harps in them, the new ſong, the Lord omnipotent reigneth; and, as Paul ſaid, I thank God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom I have obtained the Victory.

SECT. V. What God doth for his Son in the Wilderneſs: §. 5 three or four things especially: The firſt thing is, the ſeveral forms of Reſt.
BUt there are three things remark­able in the wilderneſs, and another [Page] at the end of the wilderneſs, before they entred the Land: For the firſt, how many ſeveral reſts and ſtandings, turn­ings and windings they had there, at the leaſt fourty two; and all this time were theſe witneſſes prophecying in ſackcloth, Judah and Iſrael, or Mo­ſes and Aaron; for they could not in the Wilderneſs ſacrifice well, nor ſerve God, nor keep their Feaſts, nor their ſolemn meetings, for fear of their enemies; So is it in the warfare be­tween Fleſh and Spirit, as long as there is any fleſh reigning, living, fighting, oppoſing, there is little Sa­crifice, Obedience, Worſhip, Praiſe, or ſerving of God, becauſe of theſe enemies, we are kept under, in bon­dage, being in fear of them; ſo in theſe ſeveral ſtages, forms, or ſeats, that Iſrael had, it was given them becauſe of their weakneſs; had they been able, God could have brought them ſooner, but their wickedneſs makes theſe ſtandings, leſt they ſhould faint in the way; And we ſhall finde it [Page] hindered them much, and becauſe of their dulneſs and deadneſs, their unbe­leef, they went no faſter on; ſo is it in the experience true, in the ſpiritual ſtate and travel in this Son Chriſt tra­velling in us, till he is brought forth into reſt; the Spirit is willing, but the Fleſh is weak, and we make many falſe reſts, and ſay, Lo here is Chriſt, and lo there: Now we are well, and may ſtand ſtill, and go no further; and anon a little further, and ſtay there a­gain; Thus our preſſing from one Form, Presbytery to Independency, and to Anabaptiſm, and ſo further, we are apt to flatter our ſelves, they be our Reſts, and many a Proſelite ha­ving fellowſhip with ſome Church to be a member, and have ſuch and ſuch a Paſtor, and breaking bread with ſuch beleevers, and in ſuch a pure outward way, as they conceive here, they are happy, and lay themſelves down to reſt, thinking they have purchaſed a good degree to them­ſelves, when they may be as far [Page] from the Kingdom of God as be­fore.

SECT. VI. §. 6 The ſecond thing that God doth for his Son in the Wilderneſs, is, His giving the living Law with the Tables, by the Spirit of Christ, from Mount Zion.
NOw the ſecond thing in the Wil­derneſs is this, The giving of the Law upon Mount Sinai, this is Ha­ger and her children; the bond woman and her ſon ſhall not be heir with the Son of the Promiſe; the one is of the Fleſh, and the other from the Spirit; The one from Mount Sinai, the other from Mount Sion, the City of the living God, the new Jeruſalem; and we have our Laws from Mount Gerizim, and not from Mount Ebal, and our Laws from Mount Zion, not by the hand of Moſes, nor by the Mi­niſtry of Angels, nor yet in Tables of ſtone, which are only the patterns of heavenly things, but by the hands of the Lord himſelf, by the Miniſtry [Page] and Writing of the Spirit, and that in the Tables of the Lords will plant­ed in us, which are the very heavenly things themſelves; and here ſhall the Vail be taken away, and we ſhall ſay no more, now, Let not the Lord ſpeak to us, leſt we dye; but we ſhall ſay, Let the Lord alone ſpeak to us, that we may dye and he may live, and there ſhall be no more here the Thunder, nor the Lightening, nor Earthquake ſeen, but the ſtill Voyce of the Lord ſpeaking within us, and ſetting up his lively oracles there, that he that preacheth may take out his Text from the Law of God within him; and he that ſpeaketh may ſpeak as in the name of the Lord: that ſhall here be fulfilled: Bleſsed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: And this is that which will carry us through the Wil­derneſs indeed, through all Tryals, Troubles, Temptations, Perſecutions, in whoſe heart the Law of God lives, when thoſe that have it only written with pen and ink, ſhall periſh in the mid way.

SECT. VII. §. 7 The third thing in the Wilderneſs, is, The Tabernacle of God with his Son.
[Page]
THe third thing I ſpake of is the Tabernacle; now having a Law given them, they muſt alſo have a Ta­bernacle for the Congregation to meet and hear the Law read and expounded alſo, and here muſt they bring their ſa­crifice and worſhip the Lord; this be­ing the holy place of the Lord, that he hath choſen to dwell in; ſo that all this is true in us; Chriſt is the only Taber­nacle, where the Godhead dwells, there is the glory of the Lord filling that Ta­bernacle, and here is all the Sacrifice and Worſhip of God in Spirit and Truth, here all the Congregation, all that we have, or are, is offered up to the Lord as a burnt offering; where­fore he ſaith in a certain place, The Tabernacle of God is with men, and he dwells amongſt them, and he will be their God, and they ſhall be his people: And further, here is the Law [Page] of God revealed and taught, as from the Tabernacle; God ſpeaking with a lively voyce in them, and calling the whole Congregation of Heaven and Earth, Fleſh and Spirit, Men and An­gels, to draw nigh to him, to his Taber­nacle, which is his preſence, ſaying and writing this in them, I am the Lord your God which brought you out of the houſe of bondage, thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me.

SECT. VIII. The total Circumciſion of Fleſh, and final de­ſtruction §. 8 of the fiery Serpent.
THe laſt thing I only mention is the Circumciſion in the end, as they were going to enter into the Land, this was the laſt fiery tryal; the ſame is alſo made good in our ſpirits, that Gilgal, where we muſt be firſt of all Malice, Guile, Hypocriſie, of Altar Forms and Notions, only cir­cumciſe from all our filthineſs of fleſh & ſpirit; this is the book of Exodus God makes good in us, in bringing us forth [Page] with a mighty hand from all the pow­ers of fleſh and Satan, that keep us in bondage from ſerving the Lord in free­dom of heart; and this is his Call, Let my people go, that they may ſerve me: To this purpoſe ſpeaks Zacharias, Oh that he would grant unto us, that we being delivered from the hands of our enemies, may ſerve the Lord without fear, in holi­neſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life. I know, ſaith the Lord, that Pha­raoh, that proud fleſh, wil not let my people go to ſerve me; But they, ſaith Chriſt, ſhall go in ſpite of all to ſerve the Lord; I will make all their enemies their footſtool, ſaith the Lord.


CHAP. IV. The third Book that God writes in Man is §. 1 called LEVITICƲS.
[Page]
1
NOw the third Book is called Le­viticus. This alſo is made good in the Saints, in the truth of it; the ſpi­rit of that Letter dwells in them, and the ſubſtance of what is written in that Book concerns them chiefly, as this; All the Sacrifices looked at them, they are to offer up the Sacrifice of Righte­ouſneſs, of which all the legal were but Types; Secondly, the Sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart, and then their ſouls and bodies to be offered up as living Sacrifices to the Lord, holy and acceptable. And what were all the Calves, Lambs, Doves, but meerly figurative, not only looking at Chriſt but Chriſtians; alſo they muſt be the Lambs of God, Doves, Turtles, and [Page] Chriſt preſents them thus to God; therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, We ſhall be preſented harmleſs and blameleſs at his coming. And again, I beſeech you pre­ſent your ſelves a living Sacrifice to God. And again, Ye are a holy Prieſt­hood to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifice to God; ſo that the Apoſtle makes them, and all that they do, to be Sacrifices to God, and the Lord ſmells a ſweet ſavor in them; nay he tells them they are the Lords Levites and Prieſts, to make prayers and ſupplications to God; yea to offer the Sacrifice of thankſgiving, and to call upon the Name of the Lord; theſe are they that are to ſtand before the Lord of the whole earth: the anointing of the Lord is upon them, to miniſter before the Lord God, not only oyl, but the oyl of Life and Grace; the Spirit of the Lord falls on them, and hath anointed them to preach the glad tydings, Thy God co­meth, O Zion.

SECT. II. §. 2 The Levites garments that miniſter to the Lord.
[Page]
NAy, yet more, all the fine linnen the Prieſts did wear, what meant it, but the white garments, the walk­ing with God in white, the pure white linnen, the Righteouſneſs of Saints; what was the Ephod and their Breſt­plate, their Urim and their Thum­mim, their Bells and Pomegranates, the names of the twelve Tribes on their Breſtplates, their Incenſe, their mini­ſtring before the Lord, their entring in with blood to the Temple, all theſe are fulfilled ſpiritually in Saints; the mind of God is with them that fear him, they have a Breſtplate of Righteouſnes, the Name of the Lord written in their hearts, and they have the Names of the Tribes, all the people of God are fel­low Members and fellow Feelers one of another.

SECT. III. §. 3 The ſpiritual Service in the Houſe of the LORD.
[Page]
THeir Incenſe they have, is, The ſweet perfume of the Spirit of Grace in them, that runs all along their garments; their Bells and Pomegra­nates is the everlaſting Goſpel of God made known by them in truth and e­vidence of the Spirit every way; theſe are they that miniſter before the Lord day and night, they kindle the fire up­on the Altar, and do not offer up ſtrange fire, keep the Lamps in the Houſe of the Lord, that they go not out; all theſe things, and many more, are proper to the Saints, they have the Lamps of the Lord burning in them, never decaying, having the Olive trees, always feeding them; ſo that whenſo­ever the Lord comes, theſe wiſe Vir­gins are with their Lamps prepared, and they receive this fire from Heaven to conſume every Sacrifice, and not falſe fire; the fire of the Lords Love [Page] and Zeal, the Zeal of his Houſe eat them up; they look to the doors of the Lords Houſe, & ſee that no lame, blind, ſick Sacrifice be offered, but the beſt in the flock, not the female, but the male; they think it not a wearineſs to ſerve the Lord, neither do they make his ta­ble contemptible; they have the Tythes of all, all things in Heaven and Earth, they have the firſt fruits, all do homage and yeeld obedience to them, all the ſheaves bow to them, the whole world ſhall bring their glory into them, and they ſhall be the ſtore-houſe of the Lord.


CHAP. V. The fourth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called NƲMBERS.
1
THe fourth Book is the Book of Numbers, where you have the Lords people to be the Sum of all [Page] that is therein contained; it is fulfil­led in them, and compleated ſpiritual­ly by them; they are Gods Numbers, they are all numbered, in his Books are all their names written; nay their thoughts and actions numbered, a Book of Remembrance writing down what they ſay of the Lord, Mal. 3. Their very bones, nay the very hairs of their heads numbered, much leſs will he have any one of his number loſt; though the ſhepheard had ninety nine, he would leave all to ſeek after the one, becauſe of all that is his, he will loſe none, he keeps a perfect account of them, and of every ſort of them; ſo many Tribes, ſo many of every Tribe, of all tongues, languages, kindred and people, he hath his Numbers; beſides he hath the number how many lambs, how many babes, how many ſtrong men, how many fathers, how many hired ſervants, how many ſick, how many well, how many ſtrong, how many weak, how many fat and lean, poor and rich, male and female, [Page] bond and free; in all ſuch things the Lord is inſtructed, taking care of all, and providing for all.

SECT. II. How every thing is numbred by the Lord in them.
AGain, numbering their gifts and graces, their growth and age, till they come to that perfect number and ſtature in Chriſt, having their days and age filled, being full of days, and of the holy Ghoſt: Beſides this, the Armies of the Saints their Banners, Chriſt their Camp, Righteouſneſs their General, the Lord of hoſts their Pillar of Fire, and Cloud by day and night; the preſence of the Lord, even the Angel of his preſence, their matches, from ſtrength to ſtrength, going on to perfection, forgetting the things behinde: Their Trumpets ſounding is the Voyce of the Lord heard amongſt them, calling and ga­thering them together; their Sacri­fices Praiſes, their Meat Manna, their [Page] Fleſh Quails, their Drink out of the everlaſting Rock, the Lord a Well of living water; their ſpies viewing the holy Land, and bringing the firſt fruits, is the earneſt of the Spirit, giving us a view of Heaven, and a taſte of the Milk and the Wine therein, with the cluſters of Grapes brought from thence to refreſh us withal.

SECT. III. The true Serpent healing us. §. 3.
THe brazen Serpent, healing their ſtings, is nothing but the power of the Lord breaking in peeces, and ſlaying the head of the Serpent, the Devil: Chriſt Jeſus, the ſeed of the woman, breaking the Serpent head: Jeſus, ſaving us from our ſins, pouring out his wine and oyl into our wounds; the Lord healing our Rebel­lion. The Canaanites deſtroyed, is the fleſh crucified, dead and buried. The removing every unclean thing out of the Camp, is the ſanctifying of us in Soul, Spirit and Body. The falſe [Page] Prophet brought to curſe us, but can­not, is the ſpirit of Antichriſt, dwell­ing too much in every one of us; when Fleſh glories in it ſelf, the Bleſſing of the Lord is the turning of every one from his iniquity. The Inheritance is the Land of Peace, the Kingdom of the Lord himſelf; the dividing of it is the Manſions prepared of God for us all. The Reſt on this ſide the river is the living any where below God, like the dove that ſtood upon the ark before ſhe was taken in; ſo here, its the out­ſide only made clean, which is but the hem of a Chriſtians garment. The murmuring and returning back again to Egypt, is the beginning in the Spi­rit, and the ending in the Fleſh; the dying, and having their carcaſſes to fall in the Wilderneſs; the running well, who hindred them? ſo run that ye may obtain; ſo that for want of faith and patience they do not inherit the Promiſe; Where­fore he ſaith, let no man take thy crown, he that is faithful to [Page] death, ſhall have a crown of life; and he that continueth to the end, ſhall be ſaved.

SECT. IV. §. 4. The Ark of Gods preſence.
THeir Ark carried before them, is the power of the Lord leading them forth: The ſtanding of the Ark, is the Lords reſting upon them: Their ariſing with the Ark, next day, is the Lords making way and preparing it dayly for them, through mountains, hills, plains; drying up the waters, deſtroying enemies, all is to ſhew us how he wil bring forth judgment unto victory, bringing down our haughti­neſs, that the Lord alone may be ex­alted amongſt us in that day.


CHAP. VI. The fifth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called JOSHƲA.
[Page]
1
THe book of Joſhua, or Jeſus, who is the Lord God, the Com­mander and Leader of the people, commanding all that is in them, their mindes and ſpirits carrying them through Jordan, or the midſt of many afflictions in ſpirit, gi­ving them his grace, which is ſtrength enough; and though his rod and ſtaff be upon them, yet it ſhall comfort them, if the Lord be with them. Moſes could not bring them in their Reſt, but it muſt be Joſhua that muſt do it; not men, but the Lord; not the Miniſtry of Fleſh, but Spirit; Moſes dyed, Joſhua lived; it is not the dying man, but the quickened Spirit.

SECT. II. §. 2 The true Joſhua ſaving us, in fighting to deliver us.
[Page]
JOſhua fought all their battels for them, overthrew their enemies, took their ſtrong holds, bound their Kings in chains, and Nobles in fetters of iron: This honor have all his Saints, Praiſe ye the Lord. Joſhua never left them, till he had ſettled them in the good Land: He followed the Lord he knew not whither, but when he knew, he did althings as the Lord commanded him: So is it with our true Joſhua, Chriſt Jeſus in us doth fulfil all things that are given him of the Father, and never leaves nor forſakes us, til he hath poſſeſſed us, and deſpoſed all things elſe for us. Joſhua overthrew the walls of Jericho with the blaſt of Rams horns, went forth conquering and to conquer, till he had made his enemies his footſtool, and the footſtool of Iſrael; and when they had overcome, then he, and his [Page] houſe would ſerve the Lord, and ſo he dyed in the Lord; So is our Joſhua, by the breath of his mouth all the foundations of the earth are ſhaken, yea Heaven and Earth: His Enemies are ſubdued, yea, the devil is made ſub­ject to him; and his giving them power over Serpents, and Scorpions, and all manner of creeping things, th [...]t nothing ſhall hurt them, thus o­vercoming all things, giving them the ſpoyl, opening the Kingdom of Hea­ven to them that had been ſo long ſhut from it.

SECT. III. The ſeven Bleſſings he delivers to us. §. 3
ANd now, having overcome▪ all things through the ſpirit of the Lamb, they ſhall inherit all things; the oppreſſor ſhall paſs through them no more, the Lord ſhall encamp a­bout them, they ſhall now ſerve him.
1. They ſhall eat of the tree of Life for Food.
[Page] 2. They ſhall not be hurt of the ſe­cond death.
3. They ſhall have the new name and white ſtone, the Palms in their hands, and Vials or Harps, the hid Manna.
4. They ſhall have power from God to rule over Nations, yea, they ſhall have the morning Star given them.
5. They ſhall live in that Land, they ſhall be clothed with white rayment, and they ſhall not be blotted out of the book of Life for ever; and they ſhall be confeſſed before God and Angels to be worthy.
6. They ſhall be Pillars in the houſe of God, they ſhall not go any more out, they ſhall have the name of my God, and the name of the City of my God written upon them.
7. They ſhall ſit upon my Throne, as I am ſet on my Fathers Throne; Thus Chriſt our Joſhua, and his houſe, the Saints, ſhall ſerve the Lord in one Spirit.


CHAP. VII. The ſixth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called JUDGES.
[Page]
1
THe next book is called Judges in Scripture, and this alſo is written in us by the finger of God; We are his Judges to ſit upon his Throne judging righteouſly; We ſhall judg Angels, ſaith the Apoſtle, yea the world▪ alſo; how much more the ſmaller matters? And again, they ſhall ſit upon twelve ſeats judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael: thus judgment is committed unto the Saints; this honor have they: Nay, they can much more judg and condemn ſin in them­ſelves, having their ſences exerciſed to diſcern between good and evil; judg­ing every thought, word, and work.

SECT. II. §. 2 The Spirit of the Lord the best and just Judg.
[Page]
WHen the Spirit of the Lord is our Judg, then we are as Iſrael was here, having good Iudges, they were delivered from the cruelty of ene­mies, and rejoyced: But when the Fleſh ſits as judg, and will rule, the bramble wil have the command of all the trees, then there is ſorrow of heart; then we are like Iſrael, under the Philiſtins and other enemies, till the Lord raiſe up his Iudges again, the Spirit of life, to break their yoke off our necks; So that many are the troubles of the righ­teous, but the Lord delivers them from them all, fightings within, and fight­ings without, but more then conquer­ors in all, having ſuch a Gideon and a Sampſon as the Spirit of the Lord is; the Barly cake that muſt overthrow every tent that ſtands againſt it, and carry away all the gates that oppoſe, though they be the gates of Hell; it [Page] prevails againſt all, there is no ſtand­ing before it, no binding it with cords or chains, they are like tow and flax before the fire; all Delilahs cannot be­tray it: the Fleſh may lie in wait, and the wiles of Satan, to weaken and quench the Spirit, but all in vain. The Army of the Midianites, like graſhop­pers, that lay in our fleſh, as their camp, a world of ſerpents and luſts, are all afraid of the judgment of the Lord: The ſpirit of this Gideon makes them melt away like wax before the Sun.

SECT. III. §. 3 The Sampſon and Gideon that is in us.
THus the upper and the neither ſprings, Jabin and Siſera, Debo­rah and Barak with their triumphant Song, and Jael with her hammer and hand, Gideon and the Midianites, Sampſon and the Philiſtins, Iſrael a­gainſt Ben [...]amin in the Levites behalf, are nothing elſe but the contentions of Fleſh: And, as the Apoſtle ſaith well, [Page] from whence come wars and fightings? Come they not from hence, even from our luſts that war againſt the ſpirit? And again, are ye not carnal, when there are envyings, and wrath, and evil ſpeaking amongst you? when ye admire men and means, but ſay little of the Lord, this is a glorying in Fleſh, and not in the Lord. So here we ſee it is the Lord our Iudg that muſt ſit upon the Throne, and take to him his great power, and aſſemble all the Nations of the earth, all fleſh together, judging it, like graſs, caſting it into the oven, deſtroying it by his two edged ſword, and cauſe the enemy and the avenger thus to ceaſe by his might alone, the Lord our Iudg in us.


CHAP. VIII. The ſeventh Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is the two firſt books of KINGS.
[Page]
1
THe book of the Kings is next; the Lord goes on thus making us Prieſts, Prophets, Iudges and Kings, here; We are the true anointed ones of the Lord, of which all Kings are but ſhadows, having received the power of Kings, to command all things, ſubdue all things, the great Leviathan himſelf, and to tread them under our feet.
2. The Crown of Kings, a Crown not only of gold, but of grace and glo­ry; Chriſt is our Crown, a Crown of twelve Stars, of the Lord himſelf our Crown and Glory.
3. The Throne of Kings being ex­alted above all that are called gods, a­bove all Principalities and Powers, to [Page] the right hand of God, having Hea­ven for our throne, and Earth for our footſtool.
4. The Robes of Kings, and the at­tendants▪ clothed with the Sun, guard­ed with the heavenly Hoſte.
Laſtly, The ſpirit of Kings, a noble and royal ſpirit, the Spirit of the holy God, the King of Kings, from whom we are deſcended; So that we cannot but be ſtrong and of a good courage, having the unction and anointing up­on us; giving and making Laws to bring every thing in obedience to the Lord in us.

SECT. II. §. 2 The Kingly Scepter ruling in us.
HAving alſo the Scepter of Kings to break the Nations in peeces with a rod of iron, and to daſh them in peeces like potters veſſels, but to defend and maintain the ſubject of the Lord, the whole Land and Kingdom of the Lord, in all their Laws, Liberties, Priviledges, Charters, Grants, given [Page] under the Hand and Seal of the Al­mighty King himſelf, That all that live under his Wings, lodg in his Boughs, or dwell in his Land, or in­herit his Kingdom, may fear any thing, for not a hair of their heads ſhall periſh; the Lord is their defence by day and night, watching over them and caring for them in all things, what they ſhall eat, drink, be clothed with, how kept and preſerved by his power unto ſalvation, which is to be remem­bred in the laſt day, and coming of the Lord, which we wait for: For his firſt was to make us Prieſts under the Law. His ſecond, to make us Pro­phets under the Goſpel. But the third and laſt is the chiefeſt, and that is to make us Kings to reign with him, and to ſit upon his Throne; and as he is, ſo we to be in him.

SECT. III. §. 3 The outſide of the Book opened.
[Page]
SO Hannahs prayer and ſong, Sa­muels call and propheſie, Eli's fal­ling backward, and dying; the Ark of the Lord taken by the Philiſtines, Dagons fall, the Ark ſent back, Iſraels falſe gods caſt away, Iſrael meet at Morpeth, are humbled, and ſubdue the Philiſtins, they will have a King, Saul is anointed and propheſieth; Sa­muels integrity; Saul ſpared the beſt, & Agag the King, David is anointed, and Saul rejected; David ſlayeth Goliah, that defied the Armies of Iſrael; Jo­nathan and David love; Sauls envy to him, hunting him like a Partridg; Saul ſends for David to play and ſtill his ſpirit; David eſcapes his hand; Nabals cruelty to David; Abigals wiſdom and marriage to David; Saul going to the Witch of Endor, ſhortly falls by his enemies, and kills himſelf, &c.

SECT. IV. §. 4 The inſide and the Spirit in it opened and revealed there.
[Page]
ALL this is now verified in our ſpi­rits, opened and explained there by the Spirit, which pours that prayer, ſigns that ſong, making melody to the Lord in our hearts; it is that which calls once, twice, thrice, and ceaſes not till it be heard and obeyed, making us propheſie; it is that which keeps us from falling backwards, and death leading us forward to life; it is that which keeps the Ark of the Lord a­mongſt us, which is nothing elſe but the Lords preſence; it is the Spirit of the Lord that deſtroys the Antichri­ſtian Philiſtin in our fleſh, and his god Dagon daſhing them in pieces; Gods preſence lifted up again upon his peo­ple in the Arks returning; Iſrael bro­ken by the Lords Spirit, and made weak, are then moſt ſtrong to ſubdue fleſh, according as it is written, My grace is ſufficient for thee, and my [Page] ſtrength ſeen in the midſt of thy weakneſs: Thus God gives grace to the humble, and exalts them above then enemies. The fleſhly man will have a King, and a Kingdom, he would fain raign that as ſin abounds, ſo grace might much more a­bound; and yet would pretend loyalty to God, and would give liberty to con­ſcience and the Spirit, but it's only to murder, and not worſhip, like Herod; ſo is this Saul in our fleſh, ſeeks Chriſt to kill him; thus the perſecuting Saul worſhips in lips, but the heart is far from God, ſparing Agag the Amale­kite, offering only the poor and blind, not the beſt, keeps that, and ſacrifices it to its own luſt. This is the proud King, the fleſhly Saul, that exalts itſelf, and loves ſacrifice better then obedi­ence, robbing God of all for it ſelf: But the Spirit of the Lord, our David, comes at laſt to be anointed, and ap­pointed to raign in us and over us; and now Sauls Kingdom muſt ceaſe, though he may envy, perſecute, hunt to death, and crucifie the Lords David and Spi­rit, [Page] yet it ſhall live and raign in the ſpite of all, and all powers and princi­palities are nothing to it. The uncir­cumciſed Philiſtin, the mighty Goliah in the world of darkneſs, and depths of Satan, this Spirit of the Lord, as a Da­vid, with its ſtone and its ſling, its rod and ſtaff, makes way, ſtrikes dead to the ground whatſoever ſtands up and op­poſe, laying all their glory in the duſt, making the Lyon and the Churl to be like Lambs and Doves, ſilencing all the unclean ſpirits, and eſtabliſhes its throne in the midſt of us.

SECT. V. §. 5 The Raign of the Spirit of the Lord the true DAVID.
BEſides this, Iſrael choſe David, now Saul is dead, for her King, and Iudah and Iſrael have one King; the Lord our Righteouſneſs, of which Da­vid was a Type, ſhall rule over all; where it was ſaid. Ye are not my people, it ſhall be ſaid, Ye are the ſons of the living God; for they ſhall ſeek the [Page] Lord, and fear his goodneſs in the latter days, and be a long time without a King, Prieſt or Prophet, and then they ſhall turn to the Lord; yea the Phili­ſtins alſo ſhall have the Lord our Da­vid for their King, the Heathen ſhal be his Inheritance; the Kings themſelves ſhall be wiſe, and come and kiſs the Son; David daunceth before the Ark, and would appear more vile to Michal, if that was vile in her eyes, ſhe being childleſs; this is the glory of the Saints, the Ark the Lord, his Glo­ry its their ſong and daunces, they ſing after his Inſtruments, and this joy of the Saints, and ſpiritual daunces, all within us leaps for joy: Michal this barren dry fleſh ſcorns all ſuch things, as Iſhmael ſcoffed at Iſaac, ſo doth fleſh the ſpirit; David prayeth, the Spi­rit prayeth; Villany is condemned, Innocency in Uriah protected, Adulte­ries, eſpecially ſpiritual Adulteries, mortified, Nathans truth confeſſed, Pa­rables opened and applyed, treacherous Abſoloms, inceſtuous Ammons, Rebelli­ous [Page] Shebaes, curſing Shimeies, all of them conſumed, hanged and beheaded, being judged to death by the King of Righteou [...]neſſe, David; But the Worthies, the Ionathans, and all the faithful in the Lord renowned, and Davids choice is followed by all the Worthies, rather to fall into the hands of the Lord, then the hands of men, and the plague fell upon all fleſh, and his bleſſing was ſtill with his ſpirit.


CHAP. IX. The eighth Book that God writes in Man is §. 1 the third Book of KINGS.
1
SOlomon is anointed King, his mother asketh Abiſhag for her ſon Ado [...]i­jah, Solomon would have her ask for the Kingdom as ſoon, Adonyah fled, Da­vids Charge to his ſon Solomon, Solo­mons wiſdom given of God, the Juſtice he did the two mothers about the child, Solomons building the Temple, [Page] his workmen, his peace and plenty, his own houſe, his many wives, his bleſſing and prayer, his Kingdom divided, Iero­boam King of Iſrael, Rehoboam of Iudah, Ieroboams Calves, Rehoboams counſel from the young men, refuſing the old, Ahabs wicked raign, Elijahs power, the people halting, Baals Prieſts de­ſtroyed, the prayer of Elijah heard, the water dryed up, the Heavens give rain at his prayer, Ahabs falſe Prophets, Ahab goes to battel, but proſpers not, according as Micah ſaid. Now all theſe things, are they not written in the Books of the Lord opened in Man, which are the true Books of Iſrael; There Solomon Chriſt Jeſus, the ſon of David ſits upon the Throne of his Fa­ther David; it is given to them for whom it is prepared; and he that hath Abiſhag the Queen, hath the Kingdom alſo, ſo he that hath the Queen of Grace, hath the Kingdom of Peace, which here Solomons wiſdom ſhews us. The hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſſe, the ſeeking the things [Page] of Chriſt, and not our own, the King­dom of God, and his Righteouſneſſe, & all other things, are added to us; this is the deſire in the Saints, the only ne­ceſſary thing how to go in and out be­fore the Lord, how to live before him all his days. Again, The wiſdom from above judgeth all things, knows whoſe the living child is, and whoſe the dead, and knows that the Lord will have a living child, My ſon, give me thy heart; and not a dead child, or half a child, to ſerve God and Mammon. Solomon builds a Temple; thus the Lord builds a Temple in us, we are the buildings of the Holy Ghoſt, the Temple of the Lord.

SECT. II. §. 2 A Kingdom divided cannot ſtand, Chriſts is not divided.
THe Kingdome divided cannot ſtand, Satans Kingdom divided muſt fall; Chriſts is not divided, nei­ther can be, yet many Kings, and many Lords, many men and means, fleſh and [Page] form divides. Paul, Apollo and Cephas they were divided in men, but united in Chriſt, and having ſeveral forms, yet one Spirit; but when we come to the unity of the Spirit, then we ſhall ſay, many Lords and Gods have ruled over us, but to us now there is but one God and Lord, the Father of all, that is within us all. And neither Jeroboams falſe Gods, nor Rehoboams heavy finger, nor folly, in neglecting the old Councellors, ſhal divide us, but we ſhall walk together in the light of the Lord our God; no Ahab ſhall raign amongſt us, nor Ba­als Prieſts trouble us, but the power of the Lord, in his Elijah, ſhall be like fire out of their mouths to ſlay them, and there ſhall be no halting any more between Baal and God, Fleſh and Spirit, but the knowledg of the Lord ſhall in­creaſe, and they ſhall ſerve the Lord a­lone, they ſhall ſhut Heaven, and o­pen it, the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be given unto them, and all Ahabs and Jezabels ſhall be given over to beleeve lyes, till iniquity be [Page] their ruine, ſeeing they refuſed to be inſtructed, and would none of the Lords counſel, the Lord will mock at their calamity, and laugh when their fear cometh.


CHAP. X. The ninth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is the fourth Book of KINGS.
1
THe fourth Book of Kings opened: Fire from Elijah that conſumes the Captain and his fifty; Elijahs bleſ­ſing upon Eliſha, Elijah taken up into Heaven, Eliſha received his Spirit, di­vided the waters, healed them, maketh the Ax to ſwim, viſiteth the Shuna­mite, bleſſeth her caſe, is fed by a Ra­ven, Hezekiahs and Joſiah's good raign: all which we are the truth and ſubſtance of: thus the Lord doth with us, we are a fire and a flame to our enemies, to burn up ſtubble before [Page] us, and all that ſhall fall upon us ſhall be broken in pieces, but on whomſoe­ver we ſhall fall we ſhall grind them to powder; we are to be taken up in the fiery Chariot of the Lords love, burning like fire, and let all our droſs and fleſh fall from us like droſs to the earth, like his Mantle; and we have al­ſo received the ſpirit of Eliſha in a double meaſure, not only his Mantle, but his Grace, and Gods gracious pre­ſence, not only to divide the waters, and heal them, but alſo to divide be­tween Light and Darkneſs, Heaven and Earth, Fleſh and Spirit, Sweet and Bitter, Good and Evil, Day and Night, and to turn the evil into good, the night into day, that they that ſit in darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow of death, light might ſpring up; this is the healing of the water, and the making the Ax to ſwim, to take away the heart of ſtone, and to give them a heart of fleſh; as alſo to grow in grace, and multiply and increaſe in knowledg and love, as the oyl did, and the meal, [Page] the more ſhe gave the more ſhe had, ſo its truly in the Saints, a little grace goes far, doth many cures, an­ſwers all things; as it was with the few barly loaves, and the little fiſhes, how many thouſand were fed, and the twelve baskets full of fragments that was left, this was wounderful; ſo it is in us here, a little grace overcomes a world of ſin, like a ſpark of fire to a deal of gun-powder, and as a little lea­ven that leaveneth the whole lump, and as a graine of muſtard ſeed that grows to a tree ſuddenly, ſo is the Righteouſneſſe of God revealed.

SECT. II. §. 2 The opening of the Temple, and the repairing it.
JOſias and Hezekias good raigne, how they opened the Temple, re­ſtored many things, found the Law hid, and cauſed it to be read, and ſancti­fied the people, and to make the table of the Lord holy; this is the Lords do­ing to finde the Law that hath been [Page] loſt, to reſtore it in us, and all things elſe, that we may ſee how we are pur­ged from dead works to ſerve the li­ving God: and thus he is the good Hezekiah, that opens that Temple of the Lord, preparing a way for him, making the everlaſting doors to fly o­pen at his voyce and knock, that the King of Glory may enter in, who is the Lord of Hoſts.


CHAP. XI. The tenth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is the two Books of CHRONICLES.
1
THe Book of Chronicles, this alſo God writes in us, he doth theſe two things according to this two-fold Book, for there is two Books eſpecial­ly to be taken notice of, wherein God writes his Will: The firſt is called, or may be the ſubſtance of the firſt Book of Chronicles; and the other of [Page] the ſecond Book of Chronicles: an­ſwerable to theſe Books in Letter, we find two Books in Spirit: The firſt is called Gods Book of Life, and that is when the Lord God writes his Name in our hearts, his new Man, and his new Nature and Life, there then we are his Book of Life. The ſecond is called our Book of Life, that is the Book wherein God writes our Names, ac­cording as it is written; Rejoyce not ſo much in any writing as in this, that your names are written in Heaven. Now this Heaven, and in the Book of Life, is all one, that is when we are be­loved of God, or when the Lord ſeals us a ſeal upon his Heart, or as a ſignet up­on his Arm, to be written in the ever­laſting Love of the Lord, which is his Heart and Bowels, and there to live by the Life of Love; this is the wri­ting in the Book of Life indeed; and though we have our names written up­on our towers, walls, houſes, hiſtories, and generations of the whole world, yet it fals at laſt, but this only endures; [Page] the memorial of the other ſhall rot, when the memory of theſe ſhall be bleſſed; theſe be the two books of Chronicles indeed, and yet both agree in one, and are indeed one; for where the one is, there will be the other; If we be written in Gods Book, or Heart, then be ſure God will have his name written in our hearts and ſpirits.

SECT. II. §. 2 How we are made Gods Chronicles.
THus the whole book of Chronicles, We are the ſum of them all, Chronicles of his Love, Chronicles of his Mercy, the Chronicles of his Grace, the Chronicles of his Power, Goodneſs and Greatneſs, and the Chronicles of his Wiſdom: We are his generation of off ſpring; all our lives, as well as lines, deſcended from him; He was and is the Father of us all; He knows every Soul and Fami­ly apart, Tribe by Tribe, He knows our names, and our fathers houſe; [Page] he Chronicles and ſets down the time of our birth and baptiſm, who was our father and mother, and in what Coun­try, whether a free-born or a ſtranger, all our travels, even our whole pilgri­mage written, our lives, deaths, reſur­rections, and manſions. Are not we his Chronicles then indeed?


CHAP. XII. The eleventh Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is the books of EZRA & NEHEMIAH.
1
THe books of Ezra and Nehemiah opened in Man: The returning out of captivity; the leading captivi­ty captive, and receiving gifts from a­bove, according as it is written, when the Lord turned back the captivity of Zion we were like men in a dream, till we were throughly awakened; and then we ſang the ſongs of Zion, when [Page] we were in our own Land; juſt like Peter, when the Angel ſmote him, and made way for him, open the iron gates and did deliver; he was in a trance, he thought he had ſeen a viſion at firſt till afterwards: So is this deliverance from the whore of Babylon, that hath bewitched us all with ſorceries more or leſs: Oh what a joyful thing it is! And then can they tell what God hath done for their ſouls, and magnifie the Lord, ſaying, By the rivers of Babylon we have ſate: This Sodom hath been a Pa­radiſe to us; But now, if I prefer not Jeruſalem above all, having ſeen it, and now come tolive in it; before we had nothing but ſadneſs; a laughter that was but madneſs; there we howled, but here we have our harps and ſongs full of joy.

SECT. II. §. 2 The Reſtauration of all things.
THe number that are delivered, the journey, God was with them on their way, the laying the founda­tion [Page] of the Temple, the building it, the Spirit of the Lord ſtrengthening them in it; the enemies that oppoſe the building of the Wall, Sanballats rage againſt it, the ſword & the trowel finiſh it; The ſtrange wives put away, the Law read, the Reformation made: All wch is moſt true, if applied in the truth of it to the workings of God amongſt us, whom the world and fleſh hath made a wilderneſs, a deſolation, a place for Dragons, there God intends to lay his foundation, which is Chriſt Jeſus, in us, the hope of Glory; other foun­dations can no man lay elſe: then the building is the Temple of the Lord, which is his Spirit in us; and the Walls are the arms of the Al­mighty ſtretched out, theſe everlaſt­ing arms of love that are about thee, O Iſrael; the one arm under thy head, the other upon thy heart: theſe be thy walls, thou needſt not now fear any Sanballat, Tobiah, any Aſhdonians whatſoever, that like Foxes would ſpoil thy vines, or elſe climbe thy [Page] walls to pull down thy glory, but they ſhal not, All that hate thee ſhall be aſha­med. And whereas ye ſay, it is not time to build my houſe, ſaith the Lord, and ye to live in your ſeiled houſes, and to let my houſe lie waſte, ye ſhall not proſper: For if any man hideth his ſin, he ſhall not proſper; but he that confeſſ­eth and forſaketh them, ſhall finde mercy. So the ſtrangers and ſtrange wives are removed, there ſhall no unclean thing live there any more: Whatſoever lives in that, is a ſtranger or a ſtrange wife; any thing thou art wedded or married to, that is not the Lord, is a ſtrange wife, that ſteals away thy heart, and the Lord will give thee a bill of divorcement to put her away.


CHAP. XIII. The twelfth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called ESTHER.
[Page]
1
THe book of Eſther opened in Man is nothing elſe but the ſtate of a poor earthly creature in whom there is nothing, when once beloved of God the Lord hath a favor to it, and ſends forth his Spirit to prepare it all things according to his heart and minde; and ſo is brought forth in great glory, waſhed, perfumed, adorned, juſtified, ſanctified, and ſo glorified with the Lord, to be betrothed to the Lord, in truth, in judgment and in righteouſ­neſs. And as it ſhews how the Lord exalts the lowly and meek, the worm and nothing, above all things; ſo it alſo holds forth the pomp, pride, and glory of all fleſh, and the fall thereof is great, and that in Haman a lively [Page] figure and repreſentation of this, how fleſh and blood is exalted, and what favor, honor, friends it may have, yea, what obeyſance and homage; how it may have a glorious footſtool, and as ſtately and magnificent a crown as the god and king of this world can give him: And what ſhall not be done to the man whom the whole world joint­ly intends to honor? Here all things below are theirs, yet behold of a ſud­den he is cut down like the graſs, and caſt into the oven, Cry then, All fleſh is graſs, and the glory thereof like the flower of graſs, ſo ſoon it withers away, and we are gone: ſurely all fleſh is graſs, but the Word of the Lord endures for ever: His Grace and Truth, throughout all generations, his Garments, do not change, neither his feet weary, nor his ſhoes wax old, but all is more beau­tiful for the wearing; This is true in Eſther and Haman, the one Grace ad­vanced, the other Fleſh diſgraced.


CHAP. XIV. The thirteenth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called JOB.
[Page]
1
THe book of Job opened in man; And herein you have the life and ſtate of a Chriſtian held forth, dying in the fleſh and to the world, and then living to God, and riſing in Spirit a­bove this world, entering into another world, his life with God in Chriſt; this Job ſhews us in this hiſtory, the true pattern of the other; as for ex­ample, firſt, The Chriſtians dying in the fleſh, and to the world, is clearly manifeſted in Jobs miſeries, how Sa­tan ſet upon him, his wife tempting him, Satan accuſing him, God hiding himſelf for a moment from him, Sa­tan buffeting him; his children de­ſtroyed, his cattel conſumed, his houſes burnt, his lands and living im­poveriſhed, [Page] his ſpirit troubled, his health broken, his body bruiſed, even from the crown of the head to the feet, all over afflicted, his friends forſake him, his comforters torment him, all his Phyſitians of no value; thus he lies in the bed of ſickneſſe, death ſeiſing upon all he hath.

SECT. II. §. 2 What is the Myſtery of this History of Job in Man.
I Pray what is this but the Chriſtian crucified to the world, and the world crucified to him, a Chriſtians dying dayly, mortifying his members here upon the earth; For this is the Will of the Lord, even the denying of our ſelves, and the bearing of our croſs, and following him: And is not all this taught and learnt here in the ſpi­ritual ſtate? But mark the concluſion; It dyes in weakneſſe, but it doth riſe in power; it is ſown a natural body, but it riſes a ſpiritual body; it dyes in the fleſh, but riſes in the Spirit: So much [Page] is clear in the other part of the Hiſto­ry. All that God took away from Job in the Fleſh, he gave him again in the Spirit; ſo is it in the Myſtery, what we loſe one way, we gain another way; we loſe, according as it is writ­ten, He that loſeth his life ſhall ſave it, and he that would ſave his life ſhall loſe it. And again, He that loſeth or for­ſaketh father or mother, wife or children, lands or livings, for my ſake, ſhall have a hundred fold in this life, and in the world to come life everlaſting.

SECT. III. §. 3 The latter end of a Saint better then the first, the longer he lives the better.
THerfore, ſaith the Text, The latter end of Job was better then his be­ginning; ſo is it indeed in the ſpiritual ſtate, the latter end is better then the beginning, he goes on to perfection, his laſt works are the beſt; therefore Iob ſaid again, I have heard of thee with the hearing of the ear, but mine eyes never ſaw thee till now, wherefore I abhor my [Page] ſelf in duſt and aſhes. The Lord had given him eye▪ſalve to ſee clearly the Glory and Beauty of the Lord God himſelf, & what he heard he ſees true, ſo is it in the pure ſpiritual ſtate: We ſee as well as hear the wonderful things of God; what others eyes have not ſeen, nor ears heard, we can utter. And laſtly, The more Job ſaw of God, the leſſe he ſaw in himſelf; the more his fleſh was dead and buried, I abhor my ſelf, ſaith he; ſo is it true in us alſo that know the Lord, That the nearer the Lord appears to us, the more we like wax melt away; the more we en­joy of him, the leſſe we enjoy our ſelves.


CHAP. XV. The fourteenth Book that God writes in Man §. 1 is called PSALMS.
[Page]
1
THe Book of Pſalms opened in Man: He is the Harp in the Lords hand, the ſtill and loud Inſtru­ment, the Pſaltery, the Organ, Sac but and Dulcimer, tuned aright by the Lord; and therein the Lord God makes melody with a loud Voyce, their Sun and Moon, Heaven and Earth, Fire and Vapours, all fulfilling his Word: Fruitful Trees, and all Cedars, Gar­dens and Fountains, Mountains and Hills, Men and Angels, yea every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord, as David ſaith, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me praiſe his holy name. And again, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget none of his benefits. And again, Yea while I have any breath [Page] will I praiſe the Lord. And again, Lord let me live, that I may praiſe thee. This is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, concerning us, in all things to give thanks: Wherefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Be not filled with wine, wherein is exceſs, but be filled with Spirit, wherein there is no exceſs. This is the wine indeed, that he that drinks abundantly thereof, it will make him merry and wiſe, accord­ing to the Apoſtles rule, If any man be merry, let him ſing Pſalms, if afflicted, let him pray. And indeed when we are full of the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhal be like men full of new wine, every one ſhall be heard in that Spirit, praiſing the Lord, and ſpeaking of the wonderful things of Heaven: Wherefore, ſaith the A­poſtle, When ye are thus full of the Spi­rit, then ye ſhall rejoyce in the Lord. And again, Ye ſhall rejoyce, ſinging to your ſelves Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; that is, there ſhall be muſick, all ſorts, and tunes, and melodies heard.

SECT. II. Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs in §. 2 us all.
[Page]
FIrſt for Pſalms: In the beginning of the breathings and breakings forth of the Spirit, the Pſalms are for the weak ones, the babes in joy. The ſecond, Hymns are for the fathers in joy; but the Songs are for the ſtrong young men, whoſe joy is full; ſo that by theſe three I underſtand only the ſeveral degrees of joy, and alſo the va­rious operations of the Spirit: The Pſalms are doctrines, mutually mixt with Praiſes, the Hymns thankſ­givings purely, and the Songs the ra­viſhments of love: Pſalms are the taſtes we have of him, the Hymns are longings after him, but the Song is the full poſſeſſion of him, My beloved is mine, and I am his; he comes to his gar­den: ſo that one Saint hath a Pſalm; another that is higher, a Hymn, and third, a ſpiritual Song; and that all from one and the ſame Spirit, but the inſpirations more or leſſe.

SECT. III. §. 3 The new Song in the new Jeruſalem.
[Page]
ANd as for Davids new Songs, he ſpeaks ſo often of in his Book, we have the ſame written in our Books, Pſalm for Pſalm, Prayer for Prayer, Hymn for Hymn, Song for Song, even a Song for every Seaſon; the new Song is like to the new Name, the new Covenant, the new Jeruſalem, the new Creature; ſo is this new Song only to be ſung by ſuch, therefore called the Song of Moſes, and of the Lamb, and none can ſing it, nor knows the tune of it, but the Virgins that follow the Lamb; it is in Spirit full of Glory.

SECT. IV. §. 4 The chiefeſt ſinner ſhall rejoyce most.
ANd again, As our ſufferings have abounded, ſo ſhall our conſolati­ons; he that hath ſuffered a little, ſhall have a Pſalm or a Hymn; but he that hath abounded in ſorrow, in affliction, ſhall have this Spirit of Joy above his [Page] fellows, he ſhall ſing aloud, and ſhout for joy of heart; wherefore he ſaith, Bleſsed are the meek and hungry, and that mourn, theſe ſhall all be comfort­ed; but when he ſpeaks of this, Bleſſed, ſaith he, are they that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, for they ſhall be ex­ceeding glad and rejoyce; their joy ſhall exceed others, and as ſin alſo hath a­bounded, ſo ſhall Grace, and Glory, and Honor, and eternal Praiſe, and Joy abound alſo: Wherefore its well ſaid of Chriſt, That as his ſorrow, was ſuch as he ſaith, Behold, if ever ſorrow were like unto my ſorrow, when he cryed, My God, my God, why haſt thou for­ſaken me? So behold his joy, never joy was like it, at the converſion of a ſinner.

SECT. V. §. 5 All Gods workings in us come to a Song at laſt.
THis Book of Pſalms in Man, it is all but one Pſalm, it is an eter­nal Song, a praiſing God for ever and and ever, without end; this is not with [Page] our mouth, but the Lords mouth and heart, not with lips, but the kiſſes of his mouth, and the breath of his Spirit; and indeed all the workings of God are in joy, they all bring forth the firſt fruits of Righteouſneſſe in peace and joy, all things working to­gether for good; all our ſorrows, tra­vels, crucifyings, ſelf-denials, croſſes, loſſes, miſeries, deaths and torments, they all bring forth a Pſalm, a Hymn, and a Song; this is the man child that ſhall be born after all: Now it may be God is only making or beginning this Pſalm in us, yet a little while and it ſhall be finiſhed, and the noiſe there­of heard from one end of the Heavens to another.

SECT. VI. §. 6 And what this Song is in the Saints.
ANd the Song ſhall be this, Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabbath; Thou art worthy of all Honor, Glory and Praiſe, for thou haſt redeemed us to thy ſelf. And again, The Lord, the Lord, the [Page] Lord God omnipotent raigneth. And a­gain, We give thee thanks, Lord God Al­mighty, that thou hast raigned, and takeſt this great power to thy ſelf, and that thy time is come, and that the Kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his Saints. Re­joy [...], O ye Heavens, and all that are in them, for thy God raigneth.

SECT. VII. The Lord alone is the Pſalm, and the Hymn, §. 7 and Song in us.
BUt yet further, The Lord God is our Song, our Bleſſedneſſe, that David ſpeaks of, and the Law that we delight in, and tree of Life that brings forth all good fruit, and all fleſh is the chaff, and like the wind, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall ſcatter and divide it all, bringing it to Judgment, and fleſh is that which rages and imagines vain things againſt the Lord, and it is the Lord alone that ſhall ſit upon the ho­ly hill of Zion, and breaks all fleſh in pieces with its ſcepter. Our fleſh is the [Page] enemy that increaſes and riſes up a­gainſt us and the Lord, and it is the Lord, that Spirit, that ſmites this ene­my in the cheek bone, and breaks the teeth of the ungodly; ſo all ſalvation is the Lords, and his bleſſing is his people. Again, The Lord is their Sacrifice of Righteouſneſſe, their Wealth and Health, and all the light of his Countenance is that which is their Life indeed; the Lord is their Life and Peace, that makes them to dwell in ſafety alone; their wine, and corn, and oyl, it is all with the Lord alone, and nothing elſe. What ſinging was there▪ at the birth of Chriſt Jeſus after the fleſh? How did the Angel, Shepherds, Joſeph, Mary, Zachary, Elizabeth, Simeon, and all ſing? How did they all magnifie the Lord, and bleſs the Lord God of Iſrael? What is it but an example of the heavenly Thing, that when Chriſt Jeſus is born in us, and framed there, there is ſinging, and will be where the Lord lives; But all the minſtrels in [Page] the fleſh are turned out, and it calls them all madneſs: yea, there is a ſing­ing though we be in priſon outwardly, and great miſery, yet our joy none can take from us; nothing can break out peace, nor interrupt our melody, nor quench our joy; no man nor devil can take it from us.

SECT. VIII. §. 8 There is no ſinging in the ſtrange Land, till we come to the Lord himſelf.
YEt a word more, this glory and perfect joy is not for them that live in the fleſh, nor in darkneſs, or in the Kingdoms of this world; There is nothing but howlings, ſorrows, gnaſhing of teeth, weeping and la­mentations here, as Iſrael in Egypt and in the wilderneſs were weary in their lives, and full of groanings, ſtriv­ings and fightings: But the ſongs are heard neither in Egypt, nor in Babylon, nor in the Wilderneſs, but in Canaan; here we hang up our hearts and mourn, but in the ſtrange Land are we more [Page] ſtrangers; While we are preſent in the body, we are abſent from the Lord; But when we ſhall abſent from the body, and be preſent with the Lord, and not live by faith only, but by ſight; when we ſhall not read of him, nor hear of him only, but when we ſhall ſee him face to face, then ſhall our joy be full, then we ſhall ſing the ſong of Zion: When we are entred into the joy of our Lord and Maſter; when the day of the Lord is come, the voyce of the Bride and of the Bridegroom is heard, and the marriage of the Lamb is come, then ſhall the Song be ſung, it is prepared for that day; then ſhall the voyce of the Turtle be heard a­mongſt us, and the voyce of the Lord himſelf rejoycing over us: And we rejoycing and ſinging in the Lord and in nothing elſe, we ſhall ſing, O Lord our God how excellent is thy Name in all the world! Let the Heavens praiſe thee, O Lord, yea, let all the world give thanks unto thee; yea, let all things ariſe, O Lord, and call thee bleſſed.

SECT. IX. To ſing with the Spirit and with §. 9 Ʋnderstanding.
[Page]
THis made the Apoſtle ſay, I will pray with the Spirit, and with Un­derſtanding alſo; I will ſing with the Spirit, and ſing with Understanding alſo: He then that hath not this ſpirit cannot ſing with underſtanding; he is as he that ſpeaks in an unknown tongue, a Barbarian; except the Spirit inter­pret, it's but howling and no ſinging; but where its filled and enlarged with love; where the Spirit of the Lord is heaped up and running over, it muſt break forth, and overflow, it will not be hid; it is like a fire in the bones, like the ſea at full tide, like a full winde at ſea, filling the ſails; ſuch is the pow­erful preſence of God overſhadow­ing us.
§
[Page]
A Pſalm.
THe Lord, the Lord, th' eternal God,
who lives and reigns to make us glad;
Our Pſalms, our Hymns, our ſpirits ſongs,
our melodies in him alone.
We are his Organs and his Harps,
he tunes and plays upon our hearts.
He ſings and makes moſt pleaſant noiſe,
filling us full of mirth and joys.


A Hymn▪
O Glory, glory, to the Lord,
his Name be bleſſed all abroad;
Our life, mirth, love, and joys,
lives and lies in his glories.


A ſpiritual Song.
O Holy, holy,
God on high,
Eternally,
Our melody,
Above the sky,
[Page]
Never to dye,
But thus to cry,
Glory, Glory,
To God on high,
Eternally,
Happy, happy.





CHAP. XVI. The fifteenth Book that God writes in Man is called PROVERBS.
SECT. I. The Spirit that interprets ſecrets and §. 1 proverbs, where it is and dwells.
ALL dark ſayings, myſteries, ſe­crets, wonderful things, deep and high, ſealed and concealed, old and new, there is a Spirit, even the Spirit of the holy God, which dwells in them that are gods, which can re­veal ſecrets, expound parables, finde out the pearl hid in the field, and in­terpret dreams and hard ſayings; He [Page] that plows with this heifer ſhall finde out all theſe riddles and parables made plain in us. And for the moſt part all theſe Proverbs without came from Wiſdom and Underſtanding, which dwelt in Solomon, and ſpake theſe things from within.

SECT. II. §. 2 The ſum of this hiſtory of Proverbs ſpiritually in us in five particulars; The Father God, the Mother Wiſdom, the Son the Saint.
HEre is five things ſpoken of.
Firſt, The Father, and that is the Lord God himſelf.
Secondly, The Mother, and that is Wiſdom, ſo ſhe is called; Wiſdom is juſtified of her children, which is Chriſt; God, the Father of Judg­ment; Chriſt, the Mother of Wiſ­dom; here is Judgment and Wiſdom together.
Thirdly, The Son, that is here ſpoken of in the hiſtory of the Pro­verbs, and that is the Childe of God, the Chriſtian, or Saint, that begotten [Page] Son that came from the bowels of Wiſdom, travelling with it, and from the ſpirit of Judgment; this is the Son that is ſo much admoniſhed and taught of God every way; it muſt needs be a wiſe Son that hath ſuch Pa­rents; and it cannot ſtand in need of any thing that hath ſuch a Father, it muſt needs be brought up in the nurture and fear of the Lord, filled with all wiſ­dom and underſtanding. A wiſe ſon, ſaith Solomon, is a joy to his mother, but a fooliſh one is the ſorrow of her heart; So here, Wiſdoms children are a joy to her; She can ſay, Lord, here am I, and the children thou haſt given me I had from thee, thine they were, and thou gaveſt them to me, and I give them to thee again, and my ſelf with them.
Fourthly, The ſtrange woman and her ſons, the woman that flattereth with her lips, and ſpeaketh lies; what is this woman, but the world? and the children of this woman, but the children of the world? This fleſh that [Page] dwells in us, is the ſtrange woman, and the woman that flattereth with her lips, and betrays us, tempting us to come in unto her, and ſee what ſhe hath prepared. This is the Antichriſt that lives in fleſh, and would feign her ſelf a Propheteſs, and would have all turn in to her, and drink of her for­nications, and eat of her idolatrous ſacrifices, which ſhe hath prepared. And all her ſons are the brats of Babel, the concupiſcence or luſt of the fleſh. 2. The luſt of the eye and heart. 3. The pride of life. Theſe three be her darlings and Delilahs that are nou­riſhed and brought up by her dayly, the ſtrange woman and her chil­dren.
Fifthly, The enemies of Wiſdom, and theſe be called fools and ſcorners, ſinners and ſtrangers; theſe hate knowledg, and reject the fear of the Lord: She hath called, and they would not anſwer, yea, cryed, but they would not hear. She hath pre­pared her table and her banquets, and [Page] cryed in the high ways and concourſe of people, to come in to be her gueſts, but they have all turned aſide, yea, they hate her dainties, and deſpiſe her counſels, preferring, with Eſau, a meſs of pottage before either bleſſing or birth-right.


CHAP. XVII. The ſixteenth Book that God writes in Man is called ECCLESIASTES.
SECT. I. The vanity of all things in the outward §. 1 man, or world.
THe book of Eccleſiaſtes opened in Man; Wherein you have the vani­ty of all earthly things diſcovered, how this world and the faſhion thereof periſheth; all the fulneſs thereof ex­hauſted, her treaſures corrupted, her glory ſtained, her riches moth-eaten, [Page] her dwellings rotten, her friends con­ſuming, her life dying, and all her at­tire fading; This is the ſtate of this life, this old world, this outward man of ours, the tabernacle that is groaning and burthened, ready to be diſſolved; yea, heaven and earth, and all the creatures are (the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly) groaning for the redempti­on and the manifeſtation of the ſons of God: The whole generation of the firſt Adam, his whole kingdom and dominion, the world, wherein he ruled, is all melting with fervent heat; yea, his more excellent things are vain, his righteouſneſs, wiſdom, knowledg, learning, arts, ſciences, laughter, and joy, yea, his whole ſtudy and practiſe, yea, all his ſobriety, chaſtity, charity, fortitude, temperance, patience; there is vanity in it all. Beſides, the things that are outward, as his buildings, ſtately poſſeſſions, pleaſant gardens, and orchards, all his precious ſub­ſtance, his royal attendants, his faring deliciouſly every day, there [Page] is a deeper vanity upon theſe.

SECT. II. §. 2 The earthly man is the vanity of vanities, and the vexation of ſpirit.
ANd all this comes from man, which is a bundle of vanity, yea leſs then nothing, vanity and vexation of ſpirit; The vaineſt thing that is, ſaith the Prophet, is man, that is, the natural man, the earthly man, the imaginations of the thoughts of his heart are evil, and that continually; from his evil heart proceeds all evil; for unto the defiled and unclean there is nothing pure or clean, hut all he touches, taſtes or handles, is defiled, till he be cleanſed within, being like the lepers that infected all about them, houſes and walls; So here, O vain man, the worſt of all things, in whom dwells no goodneſs; nay, he makes all other things vain: but it is not ſo in the Kingdom of God, nor in the World to come, by Chriſt there­in; every ſoul, that taſted and receiv­ed [Page] of the Father, ſees nothing but excellency and everlaſting comfort; there is no vanity, nor vexation of ſpi­tit: there is nothing but holineſs to the Lord; there is durable riches, and eternal manſions, and no alteration or ſhadow of changing; for all things are there of God, &c.


CHAP. XVIII. The ſeventeenth Book that God writes in Man is called The Song of SOLOMON.
SECT. I. Chriſts Kiſſes and his Mouth, what §. 1 they be.
CHriſts Song, and the Spouſes Song; The kiſſes are the Teſtimo­nies of the Spirit, the manifeſtations of his preſence: His mouth are the di­vine oracles that breath into her, the giving her the holy Spirit, opening his [Page] mouth, and breathing into her that ſpirit that may quicken her, and teach her all things. And kiſses, the more the better, the running over of his ſpirit & preſence. For thy loves, His kiſſes are his love tokens. Are better then wine, The light of his countenance, the leaſt pre­ſence of him, a kiſſe, a look, a touch, a taſte, far beyond all the world.

SECT. II. The oyntment poured out. §. 2
THe ſavor of the good ointments pour­ed forth. This is Chriſts Fulneſſe, Grace, Glory and Truth, full of Grace and truth, full of Spirit and Life; this is then good ointment poured forth; freely he hath received, and freely he gives, For of his fulneſs we all receive, grace for grace.
Therefore do the Virgins love thee. This is a pure undefiled love, therefore called Virgins, when it is begotten only by the pure ointments of Chriſt pour­ing forth, and nothing elſe; this is the fire that kindles it, and the oyl that [Page] maintains it, burns the pureſt flames, admits of no mixture whatſoever, but keeps it Virginity, and chaſte pure love, for the Lord Chriſt, and no o­ther.

SECT. III. What the Kings Chamber is to be brought §.  there.
3 DRaw me, and we will run after thee. They muſt needs run whom God draws, and love will not only draw but conſtrain, and it is the love ſhed a­broad in us; this anointing poured forth will raviſh us, and its nothing but the inward anointing that draws, the outward teaching is nothing with­out it. The King hath brought me in­to his Chamber. This is the place of Reſt, no where elſe, no ſociety elſe, but the preſence Chamber, nay the bed Chamber of the King himſelf; none of his Attendants will ſerve no other room, but to live alone in him, and in the ſame Chamber, and glory with him, and no other, this anointing draws [Page] us thither. We will be glad and rejoyce in thee. This is the fulneſſe of joy, now ſhe is in Heaven full of joy; now, and never till now, can we be glad and re­joyce. We will remember thy love more then wine; the upright love thee. We ſhall never part more, I am brought to his Chamber, but nothing can draw me hence again: Come let us take our fill of love, and forget all ſorrow and enmity, remember nothing but love a­lone, and no love but thine, that is the love that makes us forget all things elſe, and love thee above all things, to live with thee.

SECT. IV. What the blackneſs and the comelineſs is. §. 4
4 I Am black, but comely, O ye daugh­ters of Jeruſalem. It is not the out­ſide, the form, the image or ſhadaw you are to look at, that is black in­deed, but all my comelineſſe is in Chriſt, it is in the Lord, he is my Beau­ty and Splendor, my Wiſdom, Righ­teouſneſſe, Sanctification and Re­demption; [Page] but I am black, my fleſh, and nothing but blackneſs and dark­neſs from it; this I was, but the other I am; now this I have put off, the other is put on: Nay I am black, you may think and call it ſo; it may be ſo to you, black hereſie, blaſphemy, and yet it may be comely to me; it may be judg­ed black by men, and yet be approved of God; for that which they call he­reſie, ſo worſhip I the God of my fa­thers.

SECT. V. §. 5 What the brothers are angry at, and what is the keeping of other Vineyards, and not the true Vineyard.
5 LOok not upon me, becauſe I am black, becauſe the Sun hath looked upon me. That is, you are my friends, and have accounted me your brother; you now look ſcornfully upon me, caſting me out of your Synagogue, be­cauſe the Sun hath looked upon me, and the Lord hath anointed me, and enlightened me above my fellows; en­vy [Page] me not for that, neither look at that which is outward, but at that which is inward, for all my glory and excellency is not in me, but in the Lord God that lives with me. My mothers children were angry with me. We that were one, and agreed in one, when we lived both in the fleſh, are now angry at me ſince I have lived in the Spirit: You, my own mothers children, that have one Mother, Nature and Coun­try, go about to kill and crucifie me; they would ſell me away, do any thing with me, betray me into the hands of all my enemies, they are ſet ſpitefully againſt me, as they did Joſeph, and Chriſt, and Abel, at the beginning, and all becauſe their works are evil, and mine good, they ſee the Lord is with me and bleſſes me. They made me the keeper of the Vineyards, but my own Vine­yard have I not kept: That is, while I ruled, others was ſet over us, and had a glory and preheminence in the fleſh a­bove others, teaching them, and go­verning them; I my ſelf in the mean [Page] time became a caſt-away, and I recei­ved honor that came from men, but not from God, and I was ſent of them, and called by them, and ruled as a man, but I was not called by God: I condemned that in others which I found in my ſelf; I lived according to the fleſh in the Letter, but not accord­ing to God in Spirit; I ſaw others moats, but not my own beams; ſuch a hypocrite I was, thus I followed a falſe Chriſt, and not the true, and ſo was a falſe branch, and not a true.

SECT. VI. It is God that juſtifieth, that is our §. 6 comelineſs.
6 TEll me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth: It is God that juſtifieth, who is it that condemneth? It is God that ſan­ctifieth, who is he that defileth? It is God that is with us, who is he that is a­gainſt us? It is God that makes us comely, what ſhall make us black? Tell me therefore, and ſay unto me, Thou art all fair, my love, there is no [Page] ſpot in thee; and then though my mothers children be never ſo angry with me, or do condemn me, yet there ſhall be no condemation to them that are thus in Chriſt Jeſus, and do not walk after the fleſh, but after the Spi­rit; he hath juſtified, and that ſhall be juſtified: If this be vile, I will be more vile; I value not their anger then, for I have thy love.

SECT. VII. The true Vineyard. §. 7
AGain, I have followed falſe chriſts, and worſhiped ſtrange gods, and thoſe have been my blackneſs: In that I have lived in the Vine Chriſt, as a Branch therein; I have lived in the Vineyards of men and means, they have planted Vineyards, and made Sermons and Worſhips, and theſe I have kept before I recived thy anoint­ing, and had almoſt forſaken the living Fountain, the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts.

SECT. VIII. §. 8 Three things thirsted after by him, that is, as the Spouſe here hath taſted any thing of the Life of God.
[Page]
TEll me: There be three things that every ſoul, that hath taſted any thing of the heavenly Life, thirſt­eth after.
The firſt is, To have the everlaſting Love of the Lord to be revealed to him, which is better to him then life it ſelf, better then all things.
Secondly, To ſee a love from the Lord, a fire from Heaven falling in our hearts, and kindling an everlaſting flame of heavenly love in us to him again, that from a coal from his Al­tar we may be all a fire of love with him, that the zeal and love we have to the Lord may eat us up.
Thirdly, That the love wherewith God loves us, and the love wherewith we love God, we may alſo be taught to love one another, & all theſe three loves [Page] may thus agree in one; we ſhould not then be angry at our mothers children without a cauſe, and hate them, but love and pitty them.

SECT. IX. §. 9 The bread that ſatisfies not, and where our reſt, fulneſs and fatneſs lies.
TEll me. I ſhall inſiſt ſomething more largely upon this, having had my enlargement and commiſſion from God to ſpeak more from hence, upon ſundry occaſions. And firſt, That when we are wearied out in fol­lowing and keeping many Vineyards, many mens works and labours; when we are weary of all, and loaded after all, and as far to ſeek, then at laſt, as at firſt, then here is our Reſt af­ter all, this is the Vineyard, Come unto me, and I will give you reſt. I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; In me ſhall ye have peace and perfect freedom: When you have emptied all the Ci­ſterns, I am full; when their Lamps are grown dim, and almoſt ſpent, I will [Page] be thy ſun, ſhield, and great reward; Why do we ſpend our labor then for that which is not bread, and our mony for that which profiteth not, and our ſtrength for that which ſatisfieth not? Hearken unto me and your ſouls ſhall live; ye ſhall eat that which is good, and delight your ſelves in fat­neſs.

SECT. X. We ſhall never be taught well till the §. 10 Lord teach us.
TEll me. When men can teach us no longer, then God can and will; and may I not ſay, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Whereas for our time we might have been teachers of others, we have need that one teach us again, what be the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt: And what is the reaſon of this? becauſe we have been taught of man, and by man, and ſo ſhall never come to the knowledg of the truth that way, unleſs the Spirit teach us all over again; then we ſhall profit indeed: We ſhall never be well [Page] taught till then; For fleſh and blood can never reveal ſuch things unto us; as in the 16. of Matthew, ſaith Chriſt, What do men ſay that I, the Son of man, am? that is, what do the Scribes and Phariſees, Rulers and Sadduces, the wiſe Doctors and Rabbies, thoſe as well as others, what do they teach to the people, and ſay, or ſpeak, of me? Peter anſwered; Some ſay thou art Elias, others ſay thou art Jeremias, others, Iohn Baptiſt is riſen again; and others, one of the Prophets. Thus theſe great wiſe learned men were at variance, and ſaid nothing to the pur­poſe: For God had hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and revea­led them unto babes. Therefore ſaid Chriſt again, But what ſayſt thou that I am? thou that art taught of God, thou that haſt none of theſe outward glories after the fleſh, thou that art a fool to them, what ſayſt thou? Peter anſwered, Thou art the Son of the living God: this was a lively voyce that ſpake thus in him. Well, ſaith Chriſt, [Page] I would have you know, That fleſh and blood could never tell thee this, but my Father which is in heaven, he hath told thee it.

SECT. XI. The teachings of God more excellent in three §. 11 things then mens teachings.
A Gain, the teachings of God are more excellent then any other whatſoever in theſe three things.
Firſt, His teachings are plain.
Secondly, Pure.
Thirdly, Powerful.
Firſt, Plain, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Now thou ſpeakeſt plainly, and not in parables. And again, Shew us plainly of the Father, that we may ſee the Fa­ther, and it ſufficeth us. And again, Thou haſt the words of eternal life, whi­ther ſhould we go? And again, When Chriſt comes he well tell us all things, in Heaven and in Earth, in Scriptures and Propheſies; he will open all to us, and we ſhall have all things naked and open, Death and Life, Hell and [Page] Heaven, Fleſh and Spirit: There ſhall then be neither proverb, nor pa­rable, nor dark ſaying; no ſealed books, nor ſealed fountain; no ſecrets nor myſteries; but all things ſhall be manifeſt, for the Day ſhall declare them.
Secondly, Purely, now he is the pure Being and Fountain of all things, in whom is light, or he is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all: There is no mixture at all with God, the throne of the Lord and the Lamb, from thence come the chryſtal waters of life pure and clear.
Thirdly, Powerfully, he ſpeaks with Authority, and not as the Scribes; he ſpeaks, and brings forth his word, and it is done: All things are at his command, he calls, and all obey, Lazarus come forth, and it is ſo; Be it according to thy faith, and it was ſo: I will be thou clean, and it was ſo: Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and I will give thee life; And how is this? He is the reſurrection and the life: thus he [Page] that receives power to beleeve in him, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.

SECT. XII. §. 12 This teaching will make us perfect.
THe beſt have need of his telling; none knows ſo much, but he can tell them more, and when they think they know ſomething, & are puffed up, they know nothing yet as they ought to know, for I may ſay in very many things we are yet ignorant; but we ſhall not always know in part, we ſhall know as we are known; and when that which is perfect is come, that which is imperfect is done away; and indeed it is God alone can tell us beſt; When none is nigh us, he hath a ſweet, ſtill, ſecret way, a voyce behind us, tell­ing, This is the way, this is right and truth, That is not; Hear him, what the Spirit ſaith.

SECT. XIII. Nothing can quench, kill, or ſeparate §. 13 this love.
[Page]
O Thou whom my ſoul loveth! This is a heavenly voyce breathed out by the Spirit, a divine flame of love; by which it appears, how the Spouſe was ſick of love, and nothing but death without his preſence, And al­ſo, that all Gods teachings and workings, towards his people, are all in lone; His very Rod and Staff is in love; He loveth every Childe whom he correcteth: And ſo the Soul that loves the Lord truly, though the Lord kill him, yet will he put his truſt in the name of the Lord. Such a thing is love, that though it wander a while in the wilderneſs, and loſe it ſelf, yet it will finde out the way; nothing can quench it, no waters; nothing can kill it, no death; nothing can ſepa­rate it, no torment, no defence; no­thing can diminiſh it, or any way choke it, but the thing it lives upon; [Page] and where it loves, there it lives. What other argument could the Spouſe bring to move God; As his love conſtrains us, ſo will our love to him conſtrain him, draw him, and he will run after us, fall about our necks and kiſs us. I remember, in the hiſtory of Lazarus, that Mary and Martha ſent to Chriſt this meſſage, Lord, he whom thou loveſt is ſick. They thought that was enough; he knew well whom they meant, and they knew well how much that would prevail upon him, to which Chriſt returns, This ſickneſs is not unto death, but for the glory of God, and ſo it was: His love to Chriſt made him ſick, and Chriſts love to him made him well; Therefore ſaith Mary, Lord, hadſt thou been here, my brother had not dyed. Chriſts abſence was his death, and his preſence brings him life.

SECT. XIV. §. 14 Chriſt loves where it is, is in the heart and ſpirit, with all our ſouls, ſtrength and might.
[Page]
THe love we have to Chriſt muſt be with all the ſoul, or elſe it is not love; he will have the whole child, or none of the child; he is the right mother that bare us, he cannot endure to have us divided between God and Mammon; he will ſay to u [...], as he ſaid to Peter, Loveſt thou me more then theſe, that is, more then gold, ſilver, lands, livings, wife, children, luſts, ſins, gifts or graces, men or m [...]ans; then its well if we can return the anſwer bet­ter, I mean, upon better grounds then he did, not from a Confidence in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, ſaying, Lord thou knoweſt that I love thee better then all things. David could many times ſay ſo, O how do I love thee Lord above my reſt or appointed food. O how do I thirſt after thee, and when ſhall I ap­pear before the living God? And again, [Page] One thing have I deſired of God, and that is, that I might always live in the houſe of the Lord. Such a love as is between man and wife; they have but one life, one love▪ one ſoul; ſo here is one ſpi­rit, when it is ſo rooted in love, and ſtabliſhed in God, that nothing can move or ſhake it; it can do all things, and endure all things, deny it ſelf, take up its croſs and follow him through fire and water, life and death, and re­joyce in him in the midſt of all, fearing nothing as long as he loves them, and his love is with them.

SECT. XV. §. 15 The five things that are excellent in this love of the Spouſe, called the ſoul love.
NOw there are five things that ſhews forth the excellency of this love of the Spouſe to Chriſt, that it will deſerve the name of a ſoul love, and a ſound love.
The 1. is, Where this love is, it is a love above all loves whatſoever, no other love comparable to it, it endures to the [Page] end, it will bear all things▪ believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things; though other loves fail, but this doth not, it is of a more excellent Na­ture, from an excellent Principle, from a divine Spirit; there is no love in the world like it, it being tranſcendent and ſupernatural.
Secondly, It is a love before all o­ther loves, this the beſt, the love that commands all the reſt: For where the ſoul is, all elſe is; there is mind, will and affections; it ſits at uppermoſt room, hath the higheſt place in our hearts, all the reſt bow down to this ſheafe, to this love; here they all cover their faces, and pull down their top ſails.
Thirdly, This ſoul love is a love be­yond all loves whatſoever, beyond the love of husband and wife, parents or children, beyond the love of other men, women, brethren or friends, nay An­gels themſelves; for all theſe loves may exceed their bounds, and then prove hurtful; but let them keep [Page] their bounds, and then they fall very ſhort of this infinite and exceeding weight of love: For though the Lord hath ſet bounds to Seas, and other Creatures, nay to men, women and children, thus far you muſt love, and no further; but here are no bounds nor limits to this ſoul love: Love him with all thy ſoul, thy heart, thy ſtrength: It is a love beyond all love whatſoever, it is larger, higher, deeper, longer, broader then any love elſe; that made the Apoſtle cry out, and this will, if rightly underſtood, make us cry out, O the heighth, depth, bredth, length of the love of Saints to the Lord! O thou whom my ſoul loveth.
Fourthly, It is a love without all, a naked, free, pure love, not for ends, gain, or ought elſe, not for any reward or wages; as Satan would have accuſed Job to God to have done, ſaying, Doth Job ſerve God for nought? No, no, Job knows what he doth, and knows what he gets by it, or elſe he would never be ſo ſerviceable as he is; whereas indeed [Page] Job ſerved God without all, but ſim­ply and truly, for the Lords ſake a­lone, and not his own ſake at all: this is called a love without all, out of love, and not of fear to him.
The fifth and laſt is, To love the Lord in all, which is indeed good, though it be not ſo high & excellent as the other, for to love God without all, as Job did, when the Lord ſtript him, as I may ſay, ſtark naked, left him hardly a rag, nay almoſt took his life away beſides, yet in the midſt of this it is ſaid, he ſin­ned not, but bleſſed God, who giveth and taketh; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. And again, Though thou kill me, yet will I put my truſt in thee. This is a greater degree of love, nay a ſtronger love, to love the Lord without all, as the Di­ſciples ſaid, Lord we have left all and folowed thee. There is more of God in this, then to love God in all, when we have what heart can deſire, the Lord filling ful our cup, every one that hath the ſmoaking flax, can be praiſing God when they are wel & proſper, enjoying [Page] richly every thing; but few in death, ſickneſs, wars, miſery, want, nakedneſs in the Croſs, can ſay, Bleſsed be the Lord.

SECT. XVI. §. 16 The ſtrong grounds of the ſouls love to God, when as Gods love is ſuch to us, and much more abundant alſo.
ANd is there not much ground for this love, with all our ſouls to God, if well and rightly conſider?
Firſt, Is it not he firſt that loves us a­bove all things, Heaven, Earth, Crea­tures, Angels, putting all things in ſub­jection to us, to make us to have domi­nion over all? The Apoſtle can tell us, He took not upon him the nature of Angels but mans.
Secondly, And is not the Lords love to us with all his ſoul, when he again loves us before all? before either Hills or Mountains were brought forth, or any world was, even from everlaſting to everlaſting, hath he, and doth he love us. We were the firſt in mention, [Page] though the laſt in execution.
Thirdly, The Lords ſoul love is be­yond all; O the heighth depth, bredth, length of this Love! John 3. God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be­gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlast­ing life. And again, Who loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his Love. And again, When we were ſinners and enemies, Chriſt dyed for the ungodly. And again, God firſt loved us, and behold what manner of loveit was, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God.
Fourthly, The Lords Love it is with­out all, without money, or money worth, Ho, ho, every one that thirsteth, come to the waters and drink, come, buy wine and milk without money, and with­out price. And again, When he ſaw us in our blood, he ſaid unto us live, then was the time of love.
Fifthly, And his love is within all; for all things are beloved and preſer­ved for our ſakes and good; he bleſſes [Page] all we take in hand, goings in and comings out, abroad and at home, in ſoul and body, being his trees planted by his living waters, and always bring­ing forth his fruits, and whatſoever we do he proſpers it: This is the Lords love to his people, and how can they chuſe but love him thus then, and make him the Beloved of their ſouls, for he alone is worthy; for he is ſweet, gracious, holy, heavenly, wiſe, bleſſed, the faireſt amongſt ten thouſand; he is all fair; indeed there is no ſpot in him.

SECT. XVII. The Soul that loves Christ deſires to live §. 17 with him.
WHere thou feedeſt. The Soul that loves Chriſt deſires to live no where, and no longer then ſhe may live with Chriſt; for her life is hid with God in Chriſt Jeſus. She ſaith, as Ruth ſaid, As the Lord liveth, where thou goeſt there will I go, thy Country ſhall be my Country, thy [Page] Friends, my Friends; thy God, my God: and nothing but death ſhall part thee and me. And is it not ſo here with the Spouſe and her Beloved? as Man and Wife they will live toge­ther and not aſunder; the Woman forſakes Father and Mother, and all, to be joyned to her Husband: So here, the Soul is reſtleſs till ſhe be with him.

SECT. XVIII. §. 18 The Soul that loves Chriſt deſires to live upon him, feed on him.
AGain, the Soul that loves Chriſt deſires not only to live with him, but to live upon him, to feed as he feeds, to ſit at one table with him, in his Kingdom; to lie in one bed with him, and to fare as he fares, to feed upon his dainties, his hony and hony-comb, his corn, wine and oyl: to feed upon his love, mercy and truth, his grace and righteouſneſs, to hang up­on his lips, and Chriſt Jeſus to be his dayly Bread, that Manna that [Page] comes down from heaven, that he that eats thereof ſhall never hunger more; So that his preſence and pleaſures are its appointed food. And again, To know and do his will, ſhall be her meat and drink.

SECT. XIX. §. 19 The Soul that loves Chriſt will live as he lives.
NAy yet further, the Soul that loves Chriſt deſires not only to live with him, to feed upon him only, and nothing elſe, but it farther deſires to live as he lives, in the ſame life, the ſame way; to live as the Lord lives, be it in ſhame or in honor, in mourn­ing or in joy, in peace or trouble, in want or in abundance, in having no­thing or in having all things; all is one, yet herein is their deſires perfect­ed, in being made like unto him in all things, not only in the Croſs, Death, but in his Riſing, Aſcending, in the Throne with him; in this they rejoyce, and are exceeding glad.

SECT. XX. They love if they live. §. 20
[Page]
AGain, they that love Chriſt thus they live no longer then he lives and loves them: When he doth but hide his face, they are troubled: when his love ceaſes, their life ceaſeth; for they live in him, and by him, and through him.

SECT. XXI. §. 21 If we love Christ we ſhall love the flock of Chriſt.
ANd where thou makeſt thy flocks to lie down at noon. If we love Chriſt, we ſhall alſo love the flock of Chriſt: If we love him that begat, we ſhall love him that is begotten; He that ſaith then that he loveth God, and hateth his brother, is a lyar, and the truth is not in him, For he that loveth God, loveth his brother alſo; He muſt needs love that which God loves, and hate that which God hates, and ſo be like unto God: For this is [Page] his Commandment, That we love one another, as we have him for an example; And if we ſay we are in the light, and do not love our brethren, we are altogether in darkneſs, and know not the light.

SECT. XXII. §. 22 Chriſt and his flock are together.
CHriſt and his flock are always to­gether; there Chriſt is, and there they are; He their Shepherd, and they the ſheep of his paſture; They ſhall not want for any thing that is good, either for paſture of ſtill waters of comfort, or garments of righteouſ­neſs, or guiding, the Lord leads them; or for oyl, or their cup filling, or their table ſpreading, they have all things: Thus he feeds them like a ſhepherd, not on Commons, but by the rivers of waters, He watches over them day and night, ſo that not one of them is loſt; If one of the ninety nine ſtray, he gathers it in again, and with his rod and his ſtaff he comforts them.

SECT. XXIII. §. 23 The flock of Chriſt hath a place to lie down in.
[Page]
THere remains yet a Reſt for the people of God, a place to lie down in ſafety, When none ſhall make them afraid, when there ſhall be no Fox, nor Wolf, nor Lion, nor Bear, nor any thing to do hurt in all his holy mountain, ſaith the Lord; this is the time of refreſhing that we look for from the preſence of the Lord; for it is he alone that maketh us to lie down in ſafety, and riſe again; he ſuſteins us; it is he that maketh us to feed, and to lie down, and to reſt at noon.

SECT. XXIV. Satan hath his flock alſo. §. 24
FOr why ſhould I be as one that turn­eth aſide by the flocks of thy compani­ons? As Chriſt hath his Way, his Truth, his Life, his Love, his Light▪ his Spirit and Kingdom; ſo hath the [Page] Devil his flock, his ways, his reſt, his ſpirit and kingdom; but one contrary to the other; But the Lords Spirit ſhall lead us into all Truth. Thus the Devil can turn himſelf into an Angel of light, and make himſelf God, and be worſhipped as God, ſitting in the room of God; this is the great myſtery of iniquity. Indeed many think they be Angels of light, when once they be but outwardly transformed, whereas in­deed they are devils ſtill, onely tranſ­formed; a devil in the ſpirit ſpeaking lyes, &c.

SECT. XXV. §. 25 Though we know not many things, yet we are fair.
IF thou know not, O thou faireſt among women! If any ſoul want wiſdom, let him ask it of me, that give to all li­berally, and uphraid none: We may know many things, and be ignorant of many other; there is more unknown of God then well known. The Lord knows us far better then we know [Page] him; If we be out of the way, he is ſo ready to put us in; If we fall too, will­ing to help us up; if weak▪ to ſtreng­then us; and if backwards, to draw us; in all things the Lord is prepared for our good; and it is no ſhame for poor ſouls to confeſs their ignorance, that the Lord may inſtruct them, then to be puffed up, and think our ſelves wiſe enough, when we know nothing.

SECT. XXVI. §. 26 Who is like to thee, O Iſrael, for fairneſs and beauty.
O Thou faireſt amongst women! Here is Chriſts ſoul-love after her; We may ſee the glory and beau­ty of the Church, the Lords people, above any other whatſoever, Rev. 12. having crowns of Stars; clothed with the Sun, gut about with a golden Girdle, the Moon under her feet, ſo comely and fair we are in his eyes, e­ven without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing: I have compared thee, for fairneſs, to the ſtately Horſes in [Page] Pharaohs Charets; I am this Pharaoh, Heaven is the Charet, you are the Horſes that carry and bear my King­dome and Glory about with you; I ride upon you, and conquer in you, and by you.

SECT. XXVII. §. 27 Thy cheeks, neck and feet comely all over.
YOur cheeks how fair are they, and comely, with rows of jewels, and thy neck with chains of gold! This is all glory in the Spirit, and the beauty of the Lord dwelling with us; his face ſhining on us: nay, we will have, ſaith the Lord, nay, make thee alſo borders of gold; all thy garments ſhall be glorious; nay, thy borders ſhall be gold, with ſtuds of ſilver: What is this but glorious from the crown of the head, even to the loweſt border and ſole of the foot.

SECT. XXVIII. §. 28 The exceeding great beauty and delight that is in the Saints through the Lord their God.
[Page]
THy ſpikenard and ſweet ſpices, when the Lord thy King ſitteth at his table within thy heart and ſpirit, coming to ſup with thee, for joy there­of, ſendeth ſuch ſweet ſmells, delight­eth the Lord, who will not only feed at his table, but reſt all the night, and be like a bundle of myrrhe between thy breſts: and thus thou ſhalt be ſa­tisfied with his abundance of love: and alſo, a cluster of Camphire in the vine­yards of Engedi: Behold, thus thou art fair, and ha [...] doves eyes, ſo chaſte, pure, and lovely, and exceeding pleaſant to look upon, the King delighteth in thee: Thy bed is alſo green, ſtill flouriſhing and ripe, a continual ſpring is upon thy cheeks: Thy houſe and dwellings behold they are eternal, in the Hea­vens: Thy beams are Cedars, and thy rafters Fir, thy windows chryſtals, thy [Page] gates pearls, thy pavement gold, thy walls precious ſtones, thy coverings ſalvation, thy bed peace, thy fire the Lords love, thy garden the Lords pre­ſence, thy walks the Lords unſearch­able wiſdom; and art thou not then fair, even the faireſt amongſt women? this then is moſt true, we are the build­ing of God.

SECT. XXIX. The Roſe, and the Lilly, and the Apple tree. §. 29
WE are the roſes of Sharon, and the lillies of the valleys, the pleaſant flowers of the Lord for ſweetneſs, fairneſs and pleaſantneſs. And as the lillies amongſt thorns, ſo are we the Lords loves and lillies a­mongſt the daughters, excelling them; and the lillies ſhall grow, notwith­ſtanding the thorns, and among the thorns appear the more comely, a lilly among the daughters, and an apple tree amongſt the ſons; Chriſt is the apple tree, and the Chriſtian the lilly; Chriſt the ſon, and the Lilly [Page] the daughter, and both from one fa­ther, and thus they be ſiſter and bro­ther, husband and wife. The Lilly ſits down under his ſhadow with great de­light, and his fruits are ple [...]ſant to her taſte: this is nothing elſe but the time of the we [...]kneſs of the Spouſe, living under ſhadows, forms and ſigns, and the Lord even makes them fruitful to her, and ſhe ſits down there with great delight, till the Lord raiſe her up higher

SECT. XXX. §. 30 The ſoul brought from the ſhadow to the ban­quetting houſe, the ſubſtance.
ANd from thence the ſoul is brought higher; as firſt it was a Roſe, then a Lilly, then in the Valley, then amongſt thorns, then ſitting un­d [...]r the apple tree, under the ſhadow of that fruit, or creature, and that with delight, in all, and bearing fruit in all; but now is brought to the Lords ban­quetting houſe, and after that under his banner, for his banner over me was [Page] love. Now ſhe is exalted indeed, paſ­ſing from fear to love, from Sinai to Sion: This is a banquetting houſe in­deed, from ſitting under the ſhadow of an appl [...] tree, to the miniſtration of the Spirit, is to be brought from the ſhadow to the ſubſtance; from dark­neſs to light, a banquetting houſe, the nearer we are brought to the Lord God.

SECT. XXXI. §. 31 And having once taſted of the Lords love, ſhe counts flagons of wine was one love, and apples alſo, and not leaves, now can comfort a ſoul.
STay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, for I am ſick with love: His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. This banquetting houſe makes her ſo ſick of love; ſhe is ſo raviſhed there with more Glory from the Lord, that ſhe cries out, More Glory, Lord, more Grace, more Wine, more Love, whole flagons to quench my thirſt: I am ſo tormented [Page] with love after me, Oh  [...]tay me with fla­gons of wine, and comfort me with apptes; No more ſhadows now, but fruits: it is not the ſitting under the ſhadow of the tree, but eating the apple, this is the pleaſant fruit indeed, this is Chriſt and his Spirit: For it is not the know­ledg of Chriſt in the fleſh can profit us any thing, we may ſit there long e­nough; but Chriſt in the Spirit is the fruit that muſt comfort us, O comfort me with this, this healing and balm to my ſick ſoul, and nothing elſe.

SECT. XXXII. §. 32 The left and right hand of the Lord about us.
I Charge you, O ye daughters of Jeruſa­lem, by the Roes, and by the Hindes of the field, that ye ſtir not up, nor awake my love, till he pleaſe. Here ſhe is at reſt, in a ſweet calm, not wounded, but com­forted, not ſick, but well; the Lord is embracing her with both hands, Hea­ven and earth about her, Chriſt and his Spirit with h [...]r, Grace and Glory [Page] on her; theſe be the two hands, left and right, embracing her, Form and Power: And now I am layd at reſt, and the Lord is at his reſt, awake him not, till he pleaſe; he is my love, ſtir him not, diſturb not my peace, grieve not my ſpirit, awake not my ſoul.

SECT. XXXIII. §. 33 The Lord living by degrees from weakneſs unto ſtrength in us.
THe voyce of my beloved! behold he is coming over hils and mountains, leaping and skipping. The Lord is riſen and aſcended, and comes again; he hath abſented himſelf, but is now draw­ing nigh to me; he hath hid his face for a moment, but with everlaſting love will he return unto me; he is co­ming, Yet a little while, & he that ſhould come, will come, and will not tarry. His firſt coming was in Fleſh, but his ſe­cond will be in Power and Spirit: His firſt was low, in the Valley, dark and obſcure; his ſecond ſhall be in bright­neſs, every eye ſhall ſee him, he ſhall [Page] come leaping over the mountains, and hills that before concealed him, they ſhall now be all under his feet; all this in us.

SECT. XXXIV. §, 34 He will ſtand no more behind the wall, door, or the window.
THe voyce of my beloved! He ſpeaks as he comes; the voyce prepares for him. My beloved is like a Roe, or a young Hart; he ſtands behind the wall, looking forth at the window, ſhews him­ſelf through the latteſs. This is the Child Jeſus coming, and it ſhews the degrees of his coming, growing up ſtill dayly. Firſt, his voyce comes, then he ſtands at the door and knocks, and then he breaks the wall of partition; and all the win­dows & glaſs that he makes uſe of, and the walls alſo that he ſtands behind, and the windows or miniſtrations that are more clear, he appears in them a while, but at laſt appears nakedly in himſelf, ſtript of all theſe robes, and ſweet attire, in the brightneſſe of his [Page] Spirit, which is far beſt of all; and this is our beloved, and thus we look for him, he is now at the windows.

SECT. XXXV. The Lord calling his love to come away. §. 35
ARiſe my love, my fair one, come away. This is through the window alſo, the Lord calling his love out of the window, and draws her nigh to himſelf, and not to ſtand at that diſtance. Ariſe my love, ſtay not there, ariſe, go on, come to me; my love, my fair one, come away, how do I long for thy poſſeſſion, and to en­joy thee wholy for my ſelf. I will pre­pare the way alſo for thee, The Winter is gone, the rain and the cold is over, the heart of ſtone removed, the flowers ap­pear in the earth. I have put my deſire in thee, the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the voyce of the Turtle is heard in our Land. My Spirit is ſinging to thee, chanting of thee, and my Turtle it mourns for want of thee, and I can­not be at reſt without thee, Ariſe my love, my fair one, therefore, and come a­way.

SECT. XXXVI. §. 36 The Lord loves to bring his people out of the clefts of the Rock to ſee his face.
[Page]
O My Dove, that art in the clefts of the Rock, in the ſecret place of the ſtairs; let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy voyce, for ſweet is thy voyce, and thy countenance comely. Now the Lord is exalting and raiſing up his people; indeed they that are in the clefts of the Rock, in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, that is, ſuch as are yet weak and ten­der, aſhamed to come before the Lords preſence, and ſee him as he is, but as Moſes run to the Rock, and the clefts of the Rock, and there behold him, on­ly his back parts; but the Lord would have them appear with an open face before him, and ſee face to face; the Lord longs to ſee our countenance, and to hear our voyce, for its ſweet and comely to behold us living in God; how doth the Lord delight in the pro­ſperity of his ſervants.

SECT. XXXVII. §. 37 The Foxes that ſpoil the Vines.
[Page]
TAke us the foxes, the little foxes that ſpoil the vines; for our vines have tender grapes. Theſe foxes are ſuch as Chriſt ſpeaks of, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of man no where to lay his head. Theſe birds and foxes are nothing elſe but the unclean fowls, and the birds of prey, and the unclean beaſts that lodg in us, even in our fleſh, there they live till the Lord takes them and de­ſtroys them, not only the great foxes but the little ones alſo, not the leaſt vanity ſhall be ſuffered to remain in us, for the fleſh perſecutes the ſpirit, and ſpoils the vines, nay the tender vines, the fruits of the Lords Spirit in us; for the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh.

SECT. XXXVIII. §. 38 My beloved is mine, and I am his.
[Page]
MY beloved is mine, and I am his, he feedeth amongst the lillies. Now the foxes are gone, here is no­thing but love and joy, My beloved is mine, and I am his; though the foxes prevailed much, yet I thank God through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom I have obtained the victory. Here is a community of all things; what I have he hath, and what he hath I have, all things common: He was made ſin for us that knew no ſin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. This is the ministry of Reconci­liation given to us, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Christ: So that as the Apoſtle ſaith to the wife, her body is not hers, but the mans, and to the man, his body is his wifes: So here the Lords Spirit, his Life, Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Kingdom is not his but theirs; and to them, their peace, faith, ſtrength, goodneſs is not [Page] theirs, but the Lords; for they are, though two, yet one in the Spirit.

SECT. XXXIX. §. 39 The day breaks, and the ſhadows flee away.
UNtil the day break, and the ſha­dows flee away, turn thou my belo­ved, and be thou like a Roe, or a young Hart upon the Mountains of Bether. This is a ſweet and gracious deſire of the Spouſe from her Lord, to have a greater fellowſhip with him, and know him better, to have the vails ta­ken away, and the Lord turn in the room of them, which are the flying a­way of the ſhadows, and the breaking of the day. When the day Star from on high hath viſited us, to give know­ledg of ſalvation to his people by the re­miſſion of ſins, and then to guide our feet into the way of peace. For the Lord is that Spirit that muſt do that; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liber­ty and day breakings. Now we all, be­holding as in a glaſs the Glory of the Lord, are changed from Glory to Glo­ry, [Page] as by the Spirit of the Lord; till then the Lord will be nigh unto us, not far from us, upon the Mountains of Bether; ſome Mountains, like ſha­dows, hinder, but when the day breaks they ſhall become a plain, and then the Kingdom of God ſhall come amongſt us, and dwell within us; as it is ſaid, The Kingdom of God with in you.

SECT. XL. §. 40 The Soul loving, ſeeking, finding, holding, and never parting.
BY night on my bed I ſought him whom my ſoul loves. I loved him, and could not but ſeek him, and am beloved of him, and ſo cannot live without him: My love continues ſeeking and wait­ing for him at all times, places, night and day, ſtreet and City, abroad and at home, and amongſt the watchmen, but I found him not in any of theſe places or perſons; but when I had paſſed them all, lived above them, and beyond them, then I found, and was found of him whom my ſoul loveth; [Page] I laid hands on him, and would not let him go, but brought him to my mo­thers houſe, even to the chamber of her that conceived me; this is to live in us, where his Word and Spirit was before preparing away for him.

SECT. XLI. §. 41 The Lords high commendations of his Church and Spouſe, here in part deſcribed.
CHriſt Jeſus our Lord having a­dorned and beautified his Saints, he ſo commends them, that he makes it his delight to look upon them, and rejoyce in all the works of his hands in them and over them.
Firſt, Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair, thou hast Doves eyes; a pure wiſdom from above, and peaceable.
Secondly, Thy hair is like a flock of Goats, as white as ſnow, noting old age found in the way of Righteouſneſs: A Father in Chriſt, and not a Diſciple only, and old Saint.
[Page]
Thirdly, Thy teeth like a flock of ſheep, clean, waſh'd and ſhorn, and none barren amongſt them, notes ſoundneſs of Judgment, Meditation, doing no­thing raſhly, noruttering ought raſhly before God, till it be well chew'd with the teeth: Its the trying of all things, the diſcerning whether things be of God or not.
Fourthly, Thy lips like a threed of ſcarlet, ſimple and honeſt, unfeignedly ſpoken.
Fifthly, Thy ſpeech comely, ſpeaking with power and authority, with the Spirit and with Underſtanding alſo.
Sixthly, Thy temples like a piece of Pomegranate within thy locks, ſtately and comely, freſh, and never unmind­full of the Lords Mercies.
Seventhly, Thy neck like the Tower of David, builded for an Armory, where­in there hangs a thouſand bucklers, all ſhields of mighty men; this is the ſtrength of Faith prevailing with God, and doing mighty things, by which the Elders of old obtained ſuch good [Page] reports, as that their ſhields hang as a memorial.
Eighthly, Thy two breſts like two young Roes twins, which feed among the Lillies: Theſe are the fruitfulneſs, and abundance of Conſolations in the Lord, ſhe hath and gives to others, comforting them with that comfort wherewith ſhe is comforted of God.

SECT. XLII. §. 42 There is no ſpot in her, ſhe is all fair, yea altogether lovely.
THere is no ſpot in her, that is, ſhe is all light, and in her is no ſin nor darkneſs at alll, being all light in the Lord; the chains of her neck ra­viſhes the Soul of Chriſt, being ſuch a Pearl of heavenly Truth. Thy love like wine, and the ſmell of thy ointments like ſpices: This is all ſweet and graci­ous Spirit, miniſtring Grace to the beholders. Thy lips drop the hony, the hony and milk are under thy tongue. This ſhews a right dividing of the Word of Truth, milk to babes, hony [Page] to ſtronger, and bread to the ſtrongeſt. And the ſmell of thy garments like the ſmell of Lebanon: Such a ſanctified and perfumed Converſation hath ſhe. A garden encloſed, a ſpring ſhut up, a foun­tain ſealed; that is indeed, a garden planted by the Lord, and watered and increaſed by him, encloſed all by his goodneſs, as a wall of fire about it, a ſpring that ſhall ſpring up, and ſhut from the Philiſtins to corrupt it, and ſuch a fountain of Grace therein ſeal­ed, that it ſhall not tend unto wanton­neſs not uncleanneſs; yea, what hea­venly pleaſant plants are in thee; a well of living waters, the Spirit flow­ing forth in them.

SECT. XLIII. §. 43 The ſending forth of his Spirit into our hearts, to make us to abide in the Lord.
AWake, O North wind, and come, O South wind, and blow upon my gar­den, that the ſpices thereof may flow forth, and then let my beloved come into his [Page] garden, and eat his pleaſant fruits. This is the Spirit, the Lord pouring forth, and cauſing his Winds, which are in his Treaſuries, his Spirit, the Wind of Heaven, to blow in his Garden, yea all his Winds for good; the ſeveral operations and adminiſtrations of the Spirit, for ſeveral Gifts and Graces; the North wind for the Lilly, and the South wind for the quickning and ma­king this, the North for convincing and renewing, but the South for con­verting and comforting, the one to wound, and the other to heal, and both good for the garden; the one for the weeds, the other for the herbs, and both for to have the ſpices flow forth to a­bound in Grace, and come into his gar­den, and eat his pleaſant fruits. For is it not good reaſon, that he that plants a Vineyard ſhould eat of the fruits of it: So for the Lord, that hath planted us for the ſelf ſame end, and blown upon, to be glorified in us and by us, ſeeing we are his husbandry.

SECT. XLIV. §. 44 The ſum of the fifth Chapter of Solomons Song.
[Page]
THis Song of Solomon is very ex­cellent, and almoſt all is opened in us, to our hands, by the Spirit of the Lord; for the very Letter makes the Spouſe, and the Lord Chriſt, the ſum of it all, wherefore to proceed in the various conditions the ſoul is caſt into, here in this fifth Chapter we have not as in the former, the Spouſe at firſt ſeeking the Lord, and the Lord commending her; but we have the Lord ſeeking us, and calling and knocking upon us, and all to awa­ken us out of ſleep, and being awaken­ed, leaves us his footſteps to follow him with our croſs, and the ſoul en­quiring after him, ſetting forth his beauty and excellency from top to bottom, all over.

SECT. XLV. §. 45 The Lord comes to the breaking of bread, and drinking of wine, to a feasting in us, to eat his ſupper there.
[Page]
FIrſt, I am come into my garden, my Sister, my Spouſe: This is Chriſts dwelling in us, by his Spirit inviting him thither; I have gathered my myrrhe with my ſpice, I have eaten my hony comb with my hony, I have drunk my wine with my milk; eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved▪ Thus the Lord comes and ſups with us, and he accepts the widows mite as the wedg of gold, and eats the hony comb, as well as the hony, and drinks the milk, as well as the wine, ſo that the weak and ſtrong are accepted of him: thus eat­ing and drinking in our preſence, breaking bread in us, and eating and drinking in us, and going from houſe to houſe in us, rejoycing and eating with ſingleneſs of heart, and magnify­ing himſelf; ſo that the ſoul may ſay [Page] as David did, He had anointed my head, filled full my cup, ſpred my ta­ble, and hath alſo ſate at my table pre­pared by him, and we have eaten toge­ther, and made merry, yea feaſted a­bundantly.

SECT. XLVI. §. 46 The Lord comes to awake us out of ſleep.
AGain, I ſleep, but my heart waketh; it is the voyce of my well beloved that knocketh, ſaying, open to me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night: Thus the Spirit is willing, but the Fleſh is weak; the Spirit can watch and pray, and over­come to temptation, but the Fleſh can do neither, but falls into temptation; yet my heart wakes within, and there I hear a voyce, and I know the voyce, it is not a ſtrangers voyce, but my belo­veds voyce, he calls, and knocks, and complains, I hear him, it is he; yet ſo ſleepy, ſhe riſes not, ſhe dreams of him, and is not ſo throughly awake; [Page] nay, ſhe hears not only a voyce but a knock, her heart beats and akes; the Lord is knocking there, yet fleſh and ſleep prevails; nay ſhe hears him complain at laſt, O my love, dove, why art thou ſo ſleepy? with what ſweet voyces and bleſſed motions doth he work upon her, overcoming her evil with good; he ſaith, My head is full of dew, and my locks▪ with the drops of the night; ſo that the Lord hath not only ſuffered in Fleſh for us, when he ſwet drops of blood in that dark night; but he ſuffers in his Spirit alſo for us, weeping and mourning for us, being afflicted and deſpiſed often by us, and his locks with the drops of the night; the grieving his Spirit, and crucifying it by our fleſh.

SECT. XLVII. §. 47 The Lord overcoming her heart with love.
I Have put off my coat, how ſhall I put it on? I have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile them? O fooliſh woman, who hath bewitched thee, that thou [Page] ſhouldſt not obey the truth; having a form of godlineſs here, and yet deny­ing the power thereof; nay, a lover of pleaſures more then of God, yea, what a ſhew and appearance this hath? yet in hypocriſie ſhe draws nigh with her lips, and cries, Lord, Lord, yet doth not the will of her Lord, as if Sacri­fice were better then Obedience; thus it is to love our ſelves, and to conſult with fleſh and blood, it can never in­herit the Kingdom of God; it ſaith now, as Peter ſaid once to Chriſt, Maſter, have a care of thy ſelf: ſo here, Satan would fain have her careful of her ſelf, and her life, and her eaſe, whereas indeed the devil ſhould have been reſiſted, Get thee behind me Satan: what a put off this is like the men in­vited to the marriage, I have bought a yoke of oxen, &c. and I pray have me ex­cuſed: Nay, had an enemy done the Lord this wrong, but his Spouſe, and his familiar friend, to ſay, I have waſhed my feet, and how can I defile them?

SECT. XLVIII. The great wickedneſs of the Spouſe §. 48 to Chriſt.
[Page]
HE cries, my love, my dove, my un­defiled, my head, my locks, the dew, drops, night, all torment me; open ſweet love to me, my ſiſter: and I cried I am aſleep, and in bed, I cannot riſe, I have put off my coat. O ye of little faith, and of little love indeed! O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, that ſtoneſt them that are ſent to thee, how oft would I have ga­thered thee under my wings, as a hen gathereth her chickens, and ſhe would not: Farewel Jeruſalem, thy land ſhall be left deſolate; for the things are hid from thy eyes that do belong to thy peace. And further, ſhe is loath to foul her feet, ſhe hath waſhed them, how ſhall ſhe defile them? theſe wa­ters of Marah muſt be made ſweet for her; ſhe calls clean, foul, and foul, clean; ſweet, bitter, and bitter, ſweet.

SECT. XLIX. §. 49 The tranſcendent beauty and glory of the Lord Christ, the Souls beloved.
[Page]
MY Beloved did more for me; he would not leave me ſo, but put his hand into my heart, opened the door almoſt, but made a great wound and hole in my heart, and then my bowels were moved within me for him, and then I felt his power upon me that ſet me upon my feet, and raiſed me up, and my heart looſed, and I was opened, and enlarged the precious ſmells and bleſſed myrrhe he had left behinde him upon the lock, made my hands and fingers to drop with ſweetneſs: I opened, but my love was gone, and my ſpirit fainted in me: I went after, but I could not finde him: I called, but none anſwered. O whither ſhall I go to finde him? The watchmen wound me, the keepers of the wall take my vail from me; thus I am afflicted: I charge you all, if you ſee my love before me, tell him [Page] I am ſick of love, and ſhall dye in love for him: He hath ſtollen away my heart in the night through the hole of the door; and he is onely worthy of it, he is altogether lovely, white and ruddy, pure and perfect, the faireſt amongſt ten thouſand: His head like gold, his power glorious and pure, his locks buſhy, and black as a raven: His counſels unchangeable and ſtedfaſt: His cheeks as a bed of ſpices, ſo ſweet and lovely as ſweet flowers: His lips like lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrhe, the grace that he adminiſters, and the wiſdom, to all hearers. His hands as gold ſet with Beril, working all things together for our good: His belly is as bright Ivory overlayd with Saphirs, full of bowels and tender mercies. His legs like pillars of marble, being the ground-work and pillars of truth: His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars. His mouth is most ſweet, yea, he is altogether lovely: This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem. This is my boaſt and glory, the Lord.

SECT. L. §. 50 The Queens, and Concubines, and Virgins without number that praiſe the Spouſe which is but one.
[Page]
IT is good to ſeek the Lord, though alone, and in it we may provoke o­thers alſo to ſeek him with us, God bearing witneſs to us, as they do here, What is thy Beloved above our beloveds? Nay, then, if he be ſo as you ſpeak of, and ſo much goodneſs in him, come, we will ſeek him with thee; Come then, let's go to the gardens, to the beds of ſpices; he feeds there, and gathers lillies: we finde him in himſelf, in the midſt amongſt us, there he meets us, and we meet him; My Beloved is mine, and I am his: and upon this ex­change we are beautiful as Tirzah; ſtrong and terrible as an army with ban­ners, and yet ſweet and comely as Jeru­ſalem: Our eyes overcome him; Queens, Concubines, and Virgins without number wait upon thee; we are but one in the Lord, not many; [Page] the onely one of our mother, and the choyce one of her that bare us: The daughters ſee us, and they bleſs us, yea, the Queens and the Concubines, and they praiſe us, when we look as the morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, terrible as an army with banners. I went down to the garden of nuts, in the valleys, and before I was aware, my Soul was like the Charets of Aminadab.

SECT. LI. §. 51 The beautiful feet of the Kings daughter.
THe Lord makes our feet beautiful, ſhod with peace and glad tidings, like Princes Daughters, lively to run the Lords ways, made with thighs like jewels by the hands of a cunning workman, the Spirit of the Lord; yea, how fair, and how pleaſant art thou, O love, for delights! Thy ſtature, in grace and ſpiritual ſtrength, like to a palm tree, and thy breſts to cluſters of grapes, give nouriſhment, and abound­ing with fruits, full of the bleſſings of the Lord, and all manner of pleaſant [Page] fruits, new and old, layd up for thee, in my heart, O my beloved.

SECT. LII. §. 52 The Lord ſets us as a ſeal upon his heart, the ſtrength of the Lords love to us, and ours to him.
THe Lord Chriſt, that was our bro­ther, and ſucked the breſts of the Spirit, our mother; if I ſhould meet thee, I would kiſs thee without, and not be aſhamed; my love is ſo ſtrong to thee, I will lead thee into my mo­thers houſe, and there thou ſhouldſt inſtruct me, and I would drink of the ſpiced wine prepared for thee of the juice of the pomegranate, and whither ſoever I went I would hear thee my beloved, Set me as a ſeal upon thy heart, for love is ſtrong as death, jealouſie is cruel as the grave, the coals thereof are coals of fire, which have a moſt vehement flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it; if a man would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for this love of the Lord, it would utterly [Page] be contemned. We have many little ſiſters, virgins that love the Lord; what ſhall we do for her in the day that ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for, to be mar­ried to the Lamb? if ſhe be a wall, the Lord will build upon her a palace of ſilver: and if a door, ſhe ſhall be encloſed with boards of Cedars; what­ſoever ſhe wants ſhall be compleated. Lord, we are thy vineyards, and the vineyard that is thine, is before thee: Thou Lord muſt have a thouſand, and thoſe that keep the fruit of the vine­yard two hundred. Thou that dwelleſt in the vineyards, all therein hearken to thy voyce; cauſe me to hear it. Make haſte, my beloved, and take me to the mountains of ſpices, and to the hills of frankincenſe.


CHAP. XIX. The eighteenth Book that God writes in Man is the book of the Prophet ISAIAH.
[Page]
SECT. I. The two ſons and ſeeds, one of Fleſh and the §. 1 other of Spirit, that is in us.
THe book of the Prophet Iſaiah opened in Man, both his Viſions and Propheſies from the Lord; and firſt, you have the carnal and ſpiritual ſeed of the Lord; the baſtard and the ſon, the child of the Fleſh, and of the Spirit, the ſon of man and the Son of God, held forth. The firſt of theſe the fleſhly ſeed, that ſerve God after the fleſh, and call themſelves by the name of Iſrael, and the children of the Lord; thus ſaith the Lord, ye are not ſons, but rebels; you know me not, neither will I know you, nor conſider you; [Page] you are a ſinful people, laden with ini­quity: I have ſmitten you, and you go worſe and worſe; you are all over corrupt; within full of wounds, brui­ſes and ſores, whatſoever you pretend without; your head and heart, and all, is out of order; the ſtrangers live in you, and devour you; and the fire of luſts burn in you, and eat you up; you are children of Sodom more like then of God. And as for your Wor­ſhip and Sacrifice, in multitudes, your appearing outwardly, and treading in my Courts, your new Moons, Sab­baths, calling and ſitting of aſſemblies, and ſolemn meetings, your appointed Feaſts and Faſts, your ſpreading forth your hands and making long prayers, I abhor it all, it's deteſtable; my ſoul hates all theſe, and I never required them of you; your hearts and hands being full of blood, and all kinde of iniquity; your ſilver droſs, your wine water, your Ptinces rebellious and theeves.

SECT. II. §. 2 How the fleſhly is eaten up of the ſpiritual.
[Page]
I Will therefore ſtand up in judg­ment againſt you all, and conſume your droſs, tin, blood and filth, ig­norance and baſeneſs; I will mollifie you, and binde you all up together, and if ſons of the Fleſh, I will make you ſons of God in Spirit; you ſhall not have the image of Sodom, but Jeru­ſalem; no Hypocriſie, but Power: I will waſh you thorrowly, and purge you by my Spirit of judgment and burning, that all your iniquity ſhall paſs from before me, and no evil paſs through any more; you ſhall not be bloody, but white as ſnow; I will re­ceive you to favor, you ſhall not re­bel any more, but altogether willing and obedient; if I ſay do this, ye ſhall do it, or that it ſhall be fulfilled, and the ſword ſhall be broken in pieces, and there ſhall be no droſs amongſt your ſilver, nor water with your wine, but all things ſhall be of God, Zion [Page] ſhall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteouſneſs; and the deſtruction of tranſgreſſion and ini­quity ſhall be together, and whatſoe­ver forſakes God conſumed; be it an oak, or a garden that hath no water, they ſhall be burnt together, and none ſhall quench them.

SECT. III. The great Viſion which the Prophet ſaw, §. 3 what it is, and what it means.
THus much for the Propheſie; now for the Viſion which the Prophet ſaw, concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, it was this, The Prophet looked, and behold he ſaw the earth full of hills and mountains, and ſo full that they could hardly ſtand one by the other; and the valleys were drowned by the mountains and the hills; and he look­ed till he ſaw the mountains and the hills wage war one againſt another, and he ſaw them that lived in theſe mountains and hills, were Soothſayers, Philiſtins, ſtrangers: and the moun­tains [Page] and the hills were full of ſilver and gold, no end of their treaſures: full alſo of horſes, and no end of their charets: full of idols, and no end of their bowing down to them: and full of ſwords and ſpears, and no end of their blood, till at laſt in the end I ſaw a little hill ariſe out of the earth, amongſt the midſt of the hills, from the valleys, it aſcended like the little hill Hermon: and this hill, in the ri­ſing of it, did terribly ſhake the earth, and in time grew to a great mountain, and neither by ſword, nor ſpear, nor might, nor any ſuch thing, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord; it waxed ex­ceeding great, and the hills and the mountains melted before it, and would not ſtand when it appeared; all that oppoſed it were broken in pieces, and on whomſoever this mountain of the Lord fell, it ground him to powder; And this holy hill and high mountain came at laſt to get all other hills and mountains under its feet; and it was eſtablished upon the [Page] top of the mountains, and then there was no living or ſafety, but only here; even all the Nations of the earth came flocking hither to the Moun­tain of the Lord, and caſt all their idols away, and forſook their own Country, and fathers houſes, their own hills and mountains, and fly to this Rock, for there was darkneſs and death upon all the reſt; here was the light of the Lord, and they ſaid one to another, Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

SECT. IV. §. 4 The Spirit interpreting the Viſion to be in us.
THis is the Viſion, and herein the Spirit of Truth will open and interpret it to you; the moun­tains and hills are proud, rebelli­ous, lofty looks, and haughtineſs of mens hearts; the treaſures, charets, horſes and idols, what are they but the pleaſures, vanities and luſts of the fleſh? the fighting, what was it but the torment and diſquiet that fleſh [Page] hath, there is no peace there, ſaith God; and what is the hill ariſing out of the valleys, the Spirit of God ariſing a lit­tle in us, & ſhaking the foundations of fleſh and earth in us, and becomes pow­erful and mighty, making all her ene­mies her footſtool, triumphing glori­ouſly, and deſtroying fleſh with her Principalities and Powers, leaving her dead: and this is the Day of the Lord upon all things, to bring to nought the things that are, and eſtabliſh what is not.

SECT. V. The ſtay and the ſtaff of the Creature §. 5 broken, but the ſtay and the ſtaff of the Lord himſelf re­mains for ever.
ANd this is not all, but the ſtay and the ſtaff ſhall be taken away, the ſtaff of bread, and the ſtay of water: This is the vanity of the Creature, that ſhall be removed and broken in pieces, what­ſoever is a ſtay or ſtaff beſides the [Page] Lord, be it meats or drinks you make ſo, your Judges or Prophets you make ſo, your mighty men of War, or your honorable Houſe of Commons, I will then break them, and turn them all to nothing; your Princes then ſhall be children, ſo your ancient men fools, your ſtrength rottenneſs, your gods, idols, I will corrupt them all, and theſe ſhall not rule over you: Nay, if you make any your ſtay or ſtaff beſides me, ſaith the Lord, I will take the life away, and the comfort away; I will take your clothing and glory, ſo that none ſhall rule, ſaying, they have nei­ther clothing, bread nor water, and they cannot rule over the ruines of the peo­ple, but the Lord alone ſhall thus raign and rule over in glory; they ſhall be ruined and fall, and then I ſhall ſtand alone, and be ſtay and ſtaff; thus woe ſhall be to the wicked, the reward of their hands given them, but well to the righteous, that have me for ſtay and ſtaff, the fruits of their hands ſhall be given them; and thus the Lord ſhall [Page] enter into Judgment with the oppreſ­ſor, and violent man, the ancient and the honorable, the proud and the baſe, and ſtain all their glory, ſmite it with a ſcab, even the crown and head of it, to the feet alſo; and where the ſweet ſmell was, ſhall be a ſtink, for a girdle, a rent, for hair dreſſed, baldneſs, for a ſtomacher, a girding with ſack-cloth, and burning, inſtead of beauty; all theſe mighty things ſhall be, and fall by my Sword, the Spirit, and lament, and be left deſtitute; this is the De­cree of the Lord God.

SECT. VI. §. 6 The beautiful Branch of the Spirit of the Lord, and all the fruits thereof holy.
IN that day, further, we ſhall all that know the Lord, whether weak or ſtrong, take hold of one man, which is Chriſt the Lord, and the ſeven women ſhall be married to him; this is the male and female, bond and free, made one in Chriſt; this is ſurely the uni­ty [Page] of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and then all reproach ſhall be taken a­way, and we ſhall eat every one his own bread, and wear his own apparel, and this one bread ſhall be the bread of Life, and this one apparel the Robes of Chriſt himſelf; and now ſhall the Branch of the Lord, the Spirit of Grace, budding like Aarons Rod, be glorious and beautiful, and the fruits of the earth excellent and comely, and that amongſt them that are eſcaped of Iſrael; the outcaſts ſhall be received in, and they that are dead ſhall live, and every one that liveth then ſhall be called holy, no other life, but that written amongſt the living; and then the Lord ſhall waſh away both filthi­neſs of fleſh, and blood, and ſpirit alſo, by the Spirit of Judgment and burn­ing; & the Lord wil create upon every dwelling place of his Tabernacles and Aſſemblies, clouds by day, and a pillar of fire by night; for upon all their glo­ry ſhall be a defence to keep from rain, and ſtorm, and heat, that nothing ſhall hurt.

SECT. VII. §. 7 The Vineyard of the Lord of Hosts, and the men of Judah.
[Page]
AGain, The Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts declared in a parable; and that in a Song of the Lords Be­loved: The Lord hath a Vineyard planted on a fruitful hill, hedged, fen­ced, gathered from ſtones, and planted with Vines, dreſſed, digged, and a wine­preſs digged therein, and a tower build thereon, looking for fruits, and it brought forth wilde fruits. Judg now between me and my Vineyard; I will tell you what I will do with it, I will take away all from it, leaving it naked, and depart from it, and then it ſhall be full of bryars and brambles. What is all this but the good work of the Lord upon his; We are his Vine­yard, the Lord God is the Husband­man, Chriſt the Vine, We the Bran­ches, the Spirit the Fruits, the Lords Grace the fruitful Hill, the Lords Peace the Hedg and Wall, the Lords [Page] Power the Tower, Righteouſneſs his Vine, Love his Winepreſs; and this is watched and watered from Heaven, and gives always increaſe, abounding with fruits to the Lord. But as for the fleſh and earthly man, the corrupt nature, formerly the Lords Vineyard, when he leaves it, O what is it? Nay, the very beſt of us, if the Lord abſent himſelf, take away the hedg, wall, vine, winepreſs, then what a miſerable thing is man? then he minds nothing but earthly things; woe unto him when I leave him: Woe to him that joyns houſe to houſe, then th [...]t is his treaſure, making proviſions for the fleſh▪ that is his feaſts; but hell and darkneſs opens her mouth wide, and is enlarged her ſelf, and all their pomps and glory de­ſcend thither.

SECT. VIII. §. 8 The ſecond Viſion of the Throne, and of the Temple, and him that ſits there.
A Second Viſion from the Lord: There was a mighty high [Page] Throne, and it was lifted up gloriouſ­ly, and the Lord ſate upon the Throne, high and lifted up; and there was a Temple alſo, the Throne was in the Temple where the Lord ſate, and the Lords train filled the Temple alſo full of Glory, and above the Throne and about it ſtood the Seraphims, and eve­ry one had ſix wings, with two he co­vered his face, with two his feet, and with other two he did fly, and as they fled they cryed one to another, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory: And more­over, the voyce that cryed was ſo great, that it ſhook and moved the poſts of the door of the Temple, and the houſe was filled with ſmoak, and it ſhook and terrified the Prophet alſo, that he cryed out, I am undone, I am undone, I am unclean all over; and as I cried thus, I am undone, for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of Hosts, that then the Lord of Hoſts ſent a Seraphim to me, that came flying with a live coal, taken from off the Altar, with the tongs in [Page] his hand, and he came and laid it upon my mouth, and took away with it my iniquity, purging away ſin, and clean­ſing my lips; then ſaying to me, Who will go for us? whom ſhall I ſend? And I ſaid, here am I Lord, ſend me; and the Lord ſaid, Go and ſhew this people what thou haſt ſeen, make their hearts fat, and ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes, for they underſtand not; and do, ſo long, till the Land be utterly deſolate; for a remnant only ſhall be left like an oak, whoſe leaves are dryed up, and the ſubſtance in the root, ſo ſhall the holy ſeed be the ſub­ſtance thereof.

SECT. IX. §. 9 The Lord ruling in the midſt of his people, judging all within and without in Righteouſneſs.
NOw what is all this that the Viſion means, but the Lord God coming to Judgment, and ſitting upon the Throne of Righteouſneſs, which is high and lifted up, to rule the [Page] Nations, and judg the Earth in Righte­ouſneſs; and inaſmuch as the Throne was lifted up in the Temple, which Temple are we in the Lord, there God hath his Throne in the midſt amongſt us, and none other, and from thence he will ſend forth Juſtice and Judgment, that ſhall run along the ſtreets of the Cities and Countries, but there ſhall his Throne be; and what are the Se­raphims but the miniſtring ſpirits from the Lord, praiſing the Lord, and fulfilling his Word, crying, Holy, holy, holy continually? and what is the train that fills the Temple, are not we in the Lord, or are not all his Excellen­cies▪ Grace, Power, Wiſdom, Truth, Mercy, Love, Peace, are they not his train that fills the Temple of the Saints? All his Attributes, Bleſſings, Comforts, Gifts, Graces are his train, and to the filling of the Temple, and from thence he ſends whom he will from the Temple where he is, into the Land, to convince them of ſin, righte­ouſneſs and judgment, &c.

SECT. X. §. 10 Rezin and Remaliah's ſons confederacy, their tails and evil counſel like fire-brands.
[Page]
THis is is a Propheſie now of Re­zin the Syrian King, and Remali­ahs ſon the Ephraimite, being Confe­derates, and taking evil counſel againſt the Lord, and his people in Jeruſalem, ſaying, Let's go up and vex it, make a breach in it, and ſet a King over it of our own, or elſe deſtroy it. This news made the houſe of David, Judah & Je­ruſalem faint for fear, like the trees mo­ved with the wind, becauſe of the tails of theſe two fire-brands raging againſt them; but the Lord ſends the Prophet with a meſſage to comfort them, and not to fear, for he will break & deſtroy them both, their evil councel ſhall not ſtand nor proſper; and the Lord ſent them a ſign alſo, either in heaven or earth, which they refuſing, the Lord himſelf gave them a ſign, ſaying, Be­hold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bring [Page] forth a Son, & ſhall call his name Emma­nuel; and then the Land and the enemy that thou abhorreſt ſhall be forſaken of both her Kings; if thou believeſt this, thou ſhalt be eſtabliſhed; and wea­ry not the Lord, as ye have wearied men. This is the will of the Lord, that though the heathen rage, and the peo­ple imagine a vain thing, and the Kings and the Princes take counſel to­gether againſt the Lord, and his anoint­ed, Judah and Jeruſalem, the houſe of David, the Lords heritage and people; yea, though all the enemies of our ſal­vation, and all the hoſt that fleſh and blood can make againſt us, ſhould compaſs us round about, yet the coun­ſel of the Lord that ſhall ſtand, and he will comfort his people, and ſay un­to them, their ſins are forgiven, and their warfare accompliſhed, and they ſhall receive double for all their miſe­ries, and this ſhall be their ſign; the Virgin conceiving, and Chriſts form­ing in them ſhall be the Emmanuel God with them, to deliver them out [Page] of all the hands of their enemies, and eſtablish them a glory to the Lord.

SECT. XI. §. 11 The waters of Shiloah, or the ſoft and ſtill voyce condemned by moſt, and Rezin followed; the Law and Teſti­mony where to be found.
THe people that refuſe the waters of Shiloah, that go ſoftly, and re­joyce in Rezin, and Remaliahs ſon; the Lord ſhall hiſs for the Fly that is in the river of Egypt, and for the Bee in the Land of Aſſyria, and they ſhall devour thy Land, and the mighty ri­ver ſhall overflow thee, and reach even to the neck, and the lifting up of his wings ſhall fill thy Land, O Emmanu­el; yet Emmanuel ſhall break you all in pieces: though you aſſociate, con­federate and band your ſelves never ſo much, yet the Lord God himſelf, whom they ſanctifie, and who is their dread, ſhall be their Sanctuary to them, but for a ſtumbling, for a rock of offence, [Page] a ſnare, a gin to others, here they ſhall fall, be broken and taken; but the ſtone which the builders rejected, is become the head of the corner, and it's the Lords doing; and the Law and the Teſtimony ſhall be bound and ſealed in my Diſciples, and they ſhall go no more to them that have familiar ſpi­rits to be taught, but ſhall be taught of God, not of the dead, but of the living, and they ſhall go to this Law of Life in them, and ſpeak according to that Light of the Lord that ſhines in them.

SECT. XII. §. 12 The joy of the Lord, and the people that ſate in darkneſs, and ſee light, and are go­verned by the Lord himſelf.
THe people that ſit in darkneſs ſhall ſee great light, and thoſe that walk in the region and ſhadow of death, light ſhall ſpring up there, and thou ſhalt multiply their joy as the joy of harveſt, and as them that divide the ſpoil; this ſhall be the Light of the Lord ſhining in them, their joy, and [Page] the Lord ſhall break the yoke and bur­den of the hands and traditions of men; nay, their bonds and bondage, the ſtaff, and the rod of the oppreſſor, and this ſhall be with burning and with fuel of fire, by my Spirit, faith the Lord; For unto them is born a Gover­nor, the wonderful Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, the Government is upon his ſhoulders, and of the increaſe of it there is no end, it ſhall be establiſhed in Justice and Judgment: Rejoyce therefore, O Zion, thy God raigneth; and inſtead of the bricks that ſhall be thrown down, and the Sycomores, we ſhall have hewen ſtones, and Cedars inſtead of earth, and fleſhly things ſpiritual, in the room of all the Land; this Go­vernment of the Lords Spirit ſhall throw down all other, and endure for ever, and the Lord ſhall joy in nothing but this Government; for the wrath of the Lord ſhall darken the land, and burn the thorns and bryars; and eat the fleſh of their own arm, every one pull­ing [Page] out his eye, and cutting off his hand, caſting them from him as unpro­fitable members; and all manner of diviſions ſhall then be reconciled, the Lords anger turned away: When this Government is eſtablished, then neither ſhall Manaſſeh vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim, Manaſſeh; nor both a­gainſt Judah; brother ſhall not con­demn, nor caſt out, or betray brother; but they ſhall have the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

SECT. XIII. §. 13 The proud Aſſyrian is brought low, and Iſrael to be exalted.
THe unrighteous Decrees of men, that turn aſide the needy from judgment, and the poor, to take away their right, robbing the fatherleſs, and making a prey of the widow; but the day of viſitation shall take them all a­way, and leave them without help or glory; the tyrant shall ceaſe from any oppreſſing: And the Aſſyrian, the rod of anger, with his pride, that rules [Page] in fleshly power and glory, lifting up it ſelf above all, when I have done my work with him, I shall make him to ceaſe, and pull down his ſtout heart, that boaſts of his Princes and his idols, as if they made him to proſper, and he knoweth not me, ſaith the Lord: Thus the Ax, Saw, Rod, Staff, boaſt­eth, and lifteth it ſelf againſt him that made and rules it, and can take it and burn it; but the Lord will ſend a lean­neſs upon them and their proud fleſh, and the light of Iſrael shall be as a fire, and the Holineſs of Judah like a flame, and it ſhall devour the thorns, and con­ſume his glory & his fruitful fields, and all his idols, but Iſrael shall turn to the mighty God, and ſtay▪ her ſelf in him, for a remnant ſhall be ſaved; And as for the Aſſyrian, all his yokes ſhall be broken off thy neck, becauſe of the anointing of the Lord thy God upon thee.

SECT. XIV. The peaceable and righteous Kingdom of the §. 14 Branch, and the great encreaſe thereof, from the four corners of the earth.
[Page]
THe branch of the Lord (Chriſt Jeſus) ſhall grow out of thy roots, and the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon thee, in wiſdom, under­ſtanding, counſel, might, and of the fear of the Lord; and it ſhall make thee of quick underſtanding, in the fear of the Lord, and not to judg after the ſight of the eyes, or reprove after the hearing of the ears, but in ſpirit and truth ſhall he judg and reprove all things, and ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked; and righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs ſhall be our girdle of loyns and reins: then and thus ſhall the Wolf and the Lamb, the Leopard and the Kid, the Cow and the Bear, and their young, all lie down together, and feed toge­ther; [Page] the Lion eat ſtraw like an Ox, and a young childe ſhall play on the hole of the Aſp, and a weaned childe put his hand on the Cockatrices egg; for there ſhal be no poyſon nor hurt in all my holy mountain, ſaith the Lord; for the earth ſhall be full of the know­ledg of the Lord God: and to the en­ſigne upon this mountain ſhall the people ſeek for reſt, which ſhall be glorious: and from the four corners of the earth the Lord will gather them in, even the outcaſts of Iſrael: All envy and adverſaries ſhall depart, enmity, and all, between Ephraim and Judah, brother and brother; we ſhall flee upon the ſhoulders of the Phili­ſtins: Edom, and Moab, and Ammon ſhall obey us, and joyn hands and hearts together; and the tongue of the Egyptian ſea ſhall be utterly deſtroy­ed, and her mighty rivers dryed; they ſhall be no more a let to my people. Here is much glory indeed, both a reſtoration, reconciliation, and ga­thering all into one head, the Lord:
[Page]
Then old things ſhall paſs away, and all things become new indeed.

SECT. XV. The day of the Branch brings joy and §. 15 thankefulneſs.
ANd in that day, the Branch be­ing grown up, all boughes and branches ſhall be cut down, and ſpred under his feet, in the way, in joy and thankſgiving, and the babes and ſuck­lings ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh, Hoſanna, Hoſanna, to the highest: Thy anger is turned away, and thou com­forteſt us; behold thou art our ſalva­tion, ſtrength and ſong; therefore re­joyce, and draw water of his wells of ſalvation; Sing unto the Lord, for he doth excellent things; and this ſhall be known to all the earth, and great is the Lord in the midſt of thee.

SECT. XVI. §. 16 The deſtruction of Babylon in us, the glory of the earth.
[Page]
BAbylons deſtruction, the Lord muſters the Army, they are ſancti­fied ones, and the onely mighty men, ſuch as rejoyce in his highneſs, and theſe ſhall deſtroy and overcome her, ſuch as were tormented by her, and pangs ſhall take hold of her, and the ſinners deſtroyed out of her; her Stars ſhall fall, her Sun ſhall be darkened, and her Moon turned to blood; yea, thy heaven ſhall be ſhaken and the earth removed out of its place, yea, thy children daſhed in peeces, thy young men thruſt thorrow, houſes ſpoiled, women raviſhed, and a man ſhall be as precious as gold, yea as fine as the gold of Ophir: And this Babylon, the glory of the whole earth, and all fleſh comprehended in it, ſhall be overthrown, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

SECT. XVII. §. 17 Iſrael ruling over her oppreſſors.
[Page]
BUt my people Iſrael ſhall rule over their oppreſſors, they ſhall be their ſervants in the Lords land, and their captives: Babylon is fallen, is fallen; the Lord hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, and the ſcepter of rulers: He that ſmote, is broken, and none deli­vereth her; The whole earth is at reſt and quiet, they break forth into ſing­ing; now Babylon is fallen, Hell is moved for thee, ſaying, Art thou come to the dead? Earth is troubled, for that is thy pomp; in the grave the worms ſpread over thee and cover thee; this is Lucifer fallen from hea­ven, the man of ſin, or the myſtery of iniquity working in us, ſetting up it ſelf as God, till the power of the Lord thus overthrows it, as Sodom, though an Eden to fleſh.

SECT. XVIII. Moabs deſtruction alſo. §. 18
[Page]
MOab layd waſte and brought to ſilence, weeping and baldneſs, with ſackcloth; their waters deſolate, hay withe [...]ed, graſs fading, and no green thing found therein; there is no cry, but deſtruction. Moab shall be as a wandring bird caſt out of her neſt, now the Lord shall inherit all things, and the foxes no where to lay their heads; thy harveſt, vineyards and wine­preſs ceaſeth: all their mirth, howl­ings, her glory contemptible; but ſhe ſhall be weary of her pride, and high places or idols, and come to the ſanctuary to prevail.

SECT. XIX. Fat things made lean, and high things low. §. 19
THe farneſs of Damaſcus, Syria, and all fleſh, made lean and feeble; ready to dye, its made ſo thin and ſmall; great things made low, and ſmall ones, great: Then, when all fleſh [Page] thus ceaſeth, a man ſhall have his eyes to his Maker, and not to the Altar, Groves, or Images, the works of our hands, thus the Lord will turn them. Woe to the multude of many people, that make a noiſe like the ſea, and do rage, the Lord will ſtill and quiet them: And bleſſed ſhall the poor, peeled, ſcattered people be, that ſhall bring a preſent to the Lord, whoſe Land hath been ſpoiled, and they meted out and troden under foot; they ſhall be raiſed up, ſaith the Lord.

SECT. XX. §. 20 Egypt, Aſſyria, and Iſrael ſhall be made one by the Lords bleſſing.
EGypt melted and her idols at the preſence of the Lord; for he is riding on a ſwift cloud into Egypt, and will ſet Egyptian againſt Egyptian, Brother againſt Brother, City againſt City, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom; and their familiar ſpirits and counſel ſhall fall, their brooks be dried up, their ſiſters lament, and they that work curi­ous [Page] works: Pharaohs wiſe counſellers bruitiſh, they know not the Lords purpoſe of Egypt; and the land of the Lord, Judah, ſhall be a terror to Egypt, and the counſel of the Lord therein torment her; yet the Lord ſhall prevail over five of her Cities, to turn to the Lord, and ſhall ſpeak Canaans language, and there ſhall be the Lords Altar therein, and his Pillar, to be for a witneſs to the Lord, to ſave them from all oppreſſors; and the Lord ſhall be known in Egypt; the Lord will ſmite and heal them: and Aſſyria ſhall be as Egypt, both one; and Iſr [...]el ſhall be the third with E­gypt and Aſſyria, and a bleſſing to them both; And then the Lord ſhall ſay, Bleſſed be Egypt my ſon, or people, and Aſſyria the work of my hands, and Iſrael mine inheritance.

SECT. XXI. §. 21 The whole Earth diſſolving and burning.
[Page]
BEhold the Lord maketh the earth empty and waſte, he turns it up­ſide down, and ſcatters the inhabitants thereof; he ſpares none, Prieſt or People, ſervant or lord, poor or great; Thus the world languiſhes, and the haughty people fade away: the earth is broken down, diſſolved, and moved ex­ceedingly, yea, the whole earth reels to and fro like a drunken man; and the high ones, and Kings of the earth ſhall periſh; they ſhall be gathered to the pit like priſoners; their Moon ſhall be confounded, their Sun aſha­med, when they ſhall ſee the Lord reigning in Mount Sion and Jeruſalem before his ancients gloriouſly.

SECT. XXII. §. 22 The feaſt of fat things.
PRaiſe the Lord for his wonderful things, faithfulneſs and truth, his counſells; for making the ſtrong weak, [Page] and being a ſtrength to the poor and needy, a refuge, and a ſhadow from heat and ſtorm; and in the Lords Mountain, his people, he will make a feaſt of fat things unto all people, of wine and marrow, and fat things full of joy, but the covering, the vail; yea, death, and all tears, and the reproach of my people ſhall be deſtroyed; this is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad in him, and rejoyce in his ſalvation.

SECT. XXIII. The ſtrong City, whoſe Wall and Bulwarks §. 23 are Salvation.
IN that day this Song ſhall be ſung, We have a ſtrong City, Salvation will God appoint for Walls and Bul­warks, the Gates open for the righte­ous Nation to enter in, and perfect peace ſhall be therein, for they truſt in thee; in Jehovah, God, is everlaſting ſtrength: thou weigheſt the path of the upright; in the way of thy judg­ments have we waited on thee: for [Page] when thy judgments are in the earth, they will learn righteouſneſs; let fa­vor be ſhewed to the wicked, yet they will not learn; thy hand is lifted up, but they will not ſee, but they ſhall ſee; and thou ſhalt ordain peace for us, for thou haſt wrought all our works for us: we have been in travel before thee, Lord we have brought forth little but wind; but if thou ſayſt the word, that our dead men ſhall live, and with thy dead body ſhall ariſe: Awake and ſing ye that dwell in the duſt, for thy dew is as the dew of the herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead▪ Come, my people, enter thou into thy chamber, and ſhut thy door for a little moment, until the indignati­on be overpast.

SECT. XXIV. The Leviathan ſlain. §. 24
THe Leviathan, and the Dragon in the Sea, and the piercing Serpent, ſhall the Lord ſlay; and my vineyard of red wine I the Lord will keep and water every moment, night and day: [Page] Iſrael ſhall bloſſom like a bud, and fill the earth with fruit; and they that are ready to periſh in Aſſy [...]ia, and the outcaſts of Iſrael, ſhall come to wor­ſhip the Lord in mount Zion.

SECT. XXV. §. 25 Againſt pride and drunkenneſs.
THe crown of pride, the drunk­ards of Ephraim ſhall be troden under foot, and the Lord ſhall be their Crown of Glory and Beauty, being filled with the Spirit; yet many have erred in viſion, and ſtumble in viſion through ſtrong drink. Whom ſhall the Lord teach knowledg? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breſts: For with another tongue will he ſpeak to this people; and this ſhall be the Reſt to them that be weary, & till then the Word of the Lord ſhall be precept on precept, line by line, here and there a little; lyes and falſhood ſhall be no more a re­fuge. I will lay a foundation in Zion, a ſure, tryed One, and he that believeth ſhall not make haſte.

SECT. XXVI. §. 26 The wiſe and the fool both alike in the ſealed book, till the Lord open it.
[Page]
I Will fight againſt Ariel, and ſpeak to her from the duſt; & all the earth that fight againſt Zion my Mountain, I will fight againſt them, and they ſhall be as men dreaming, they eat and drink, and are ſatisfied; but behold, when they do awake they ſhall be hun­gry and thirſty; ſo ſhall the imagina­tions or dreams againſt thee be: And the Lord ſaith, Foraſmuch as this peo­ple honors me with their lips, and their hearts are from me; they are drunk, but not with wine, but a deep ſleep hath ſeized on them, like a ſealed book all things are to them, that the learned is as the unlearned, and the unlearned as the learned, neither underſtand me, knowing only the doctrine of men: and I will do this wonder amongſt them, for the wiſdom of the wiſe ſhall periſh, and the underſtanding of the prudent hid: But the deaf ſhall hear, [Page] and the words of my Book ſhall be re­vealed to the blind; the meek increaſe their joy in the Lord, and the poor a­mongſt men rejoyce in the riches of the holy One of Iſrael; they alſo that erred in ſpirit, ſhall come to under­ſtanding, and they that murmured, ſhall learn doctrine; this Wiſdom of the Word becomes fooliſhneſs, and the fooliſhneſs of the Lord true Know­ledg and Wiſdom indeed.

SECT. XXVII. §. 27 The Counſel that is not of God periſhes.
WOe to the Counſel that is not of me, and from my Spirit or Mouth; wherefore all things ſhall be your ſhame, and without profit, all help elſe is in vain, write it in a table book thus, which ſay to the Seers, See not, teach ſmooth things, go out of the way, cauſe the holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe before us. And as for quietneſs and reſt in the Lord alone, you would not; yet the Lord ſhall wait for thee, [Page] and thou ſhalt have aword behind thee, teaching thee when to turn to the right & the left, and the Lord ſhall give thee rivers on the top of the mountains, and knowledg ſhall increaſe: when the Lord healeth the breach of his people, the light of Moon like the Sun, and the Sun ſeven-fold brighter; then ſhall the perfect day be, and that ſhall cauſe his voyce to be heard.

SECT. XXVIII. §. 28 Nothing below God any thing.
WOe to them that go down­wards for help, looking to any thing below God, for their men and means, and not God; when the Lord ſtretcheth his hand, both he that is helped, and that helpeth, ſhall fall down, and they ſhall all fall down to­gether, teacher and hearer without him. The Lord like a Lyon ſhall keep Zion his prey, and like a bird fly to their defence; and all the earth ſhall be afraid of the Lord, and run to their ſtrong holds, for the Lord hath his fire [Page] in Zion, and his furnace in Jeruſalem, ſaith the Lord.

SECT. XXIX. §. 29 Righteouſneſs and Judgment King and Prince.
BEhold, Righteouſneſs thy King, and Judgment thy Princes; as ri­vers of waters, as a rock in a weary land, ſo is thy Lords Grace to thee; no dimneſs, nor dullneſs, nor villany, but Righteouſneſs abounding; be­hold, the palaces ſhall be forſaken, the Cities left, the forts and towers, dens; until the Spirit be poured out from on high, then Judgment ſhall be in the Wilderneſs, and Righteouſneſs the Field; and peace, and quietneſs, and aſ­ſurance the fruits thereof for ever.

SECT. XXX. §. 30 Who ſhall abide the everlasting burning, and not be conſumed therein.
THe ſpoiler ſpoiled by the Lord, for he is exalted, he filleth us his Zion with Judgment and Righteouſ­neſs, Wiſdom and Knowledg; the [Page] ſtability of of thy times, and ſtrength of ſalvation, and the fear of the Lord thy treaſure. Now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, be exalted, and lift up my ſelf. Ye ſhall conceive chaff, and bring forth ſtubble, my breath as fire ſhall devour you, and you ſhall be as the burning of lime, as thorns cut down, ſo burnt in the fire. Hear ye both far and neer, acknowledg my might; the ſinners a­fraid, the hypocrites trembled for fear of the devouring fire, and the everlaſt­ing burning; but he that walketh up­rightly, and ſpeaketh righteouſly; he that is againſt the gain of oppreſſion, that ſhaketh his hands againſt bribes, that ſtops his ears from blood, and his eyes from evil, he ſhall dwell in the midſt of the fire, as Moſes buſh, and the three children, and not be conſu­med; he ſhall dwell on high, his de­fence the munition of rocks, he ſhall have all bread, his waters ſure, his King beautiful, and before him, and ſee things afar off: Look upon Zion and Jeruſalem, our ſolemnities, and our [Page] quiet habitation, a Tabernacle, not to be removed, not a ſtake ever to be re­moved, ſhe is ſo rooted and ſtablished in the rock, not a coard broken, but there the righteous Lord ſhall be to us abroad river; for the Lord is our Judg, Law-giver, King and Saviour, and the people dwelling therein ſhall be for­given their iniquity, they ſhall not be ſick; praiſe the Lord.

SECT. XXXI. §. 31 The wrath of the Lord revealed againſt earth and heaven.
HErein is revealed the indignati­on of the Lord againſt all un­righteouſneſs of men, which hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, bringing them all to the fiery Vengeance. Firſt, Let the Nations and people, the earth, yea the whole world, and all therein, draw near, hear and hearken what God will do with them and the world, That he will pour out his wrath and fury upon all the earth, it ſhall be diſ­ſolved and delivered up to the ſlaugh­ter, [Page] caſt out, and left as ſtinking carcaſ­ſes, melted into blood; nay, his wrath is revealed againſt Heaven alſo, they that boaſt themſelves they are gods, having heaven in the fleſh, a car­nal heaven▪ onely in ſhew and appear­ance, not in heart, it ſhall be bathed againſt the whole hoſte of them, and they ſhall all, in heaven and earth, be ſacrificed to the ſlaughter, for it is the day of the Lords vengeance and recompence upon them, for their en­mity to Sion; and their ſtreams ſhall be pitch, their duſt brimſtone, and the Land a burning, tormenting all them that live in the earth; and it ſhall not be quenched, till all be finiſhed in that day.

SECT. XXXII. §. 32 What ſtrange things the Lord doth amongst us by his Spirit.
THe Lord will make your wil­derneſs to rejoyce, and the deſart ſoul to bloſſom like a roſe abundantly, and he that is as a wilderneſs to re­joyce [Page] and ſing; the weak ſtrengthen­ed, and the feeble confirmed; the fear­ful in ſpirit encouraged, the blinde eyes opened, the deaf ears unſtopped, the hard heart mollified, the lame to walk and leap, the dumb to ſing, the parched land a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings of water; Here among theſe ſhall the Lord prepare a way, it ſhall be called, The way of holineſs; no Lion ſhall be there, nor any ſuch beaſt, but the Lambs of the Lord ſhall walk therein.

SECT. XXXIII. Sennacheribs and Rabſhakehs blasphemies §. 33 againſt the ſervants of the Lord, in whom they are comforted.
SEnnacherib comes with an Army againſt Jeruſalem, to beſiege and take it; Rabſhakeh ſent to ſummon it, with fair promiſes, to enjoy every one his own, and to be brought to as good a land as their own, and not to truſt in Hezekiah, nor his confidence, or vain [Page] words; nor in Egypt, a broken reed, nor in the Lord, for there is no God that can deliver you or your land out of our hands, or our King, the great King of Aſſyria; for neither Samaria, nor her gods, nor any other god was able to deliver them out of his hand; and if they did refuſe and rebel, they ſhould eat their own dung and drink their own piſs, and be after­wards deſtroyed with the ſword; for thus ſaith the great King. Now all this is true in the application of it to our ſelves, The world and the fleſh, or the evil ſpirit in both, Rabſhakeh like, reviles and ſpeaks evil againſt the Lord, tempting and ſummoning us, bringing an army of evil and ſtrong deluſions to enſnare us, promiſing, if we will yeeld up all, ſoul and body, and all, that God hath given us, to him, falling down and worſhipping him, we ſhall have all glory, and be like gods; and withal telling us many lies, that God does not, nor can deliver us; he ſees not, neither cares for us, [Page] ſaying, God hath not ſaid it; and as for Hezekiah, beleeve him not, nor ſtay your ſelves in the Lord, for I am the God of this world, and give honor and glory, and riches to them; I will be, I am exalted on high in theſe King­doms; All bow down to me, and ſerve me; and they that ſerve me, the god of this world, I preſerve them; and if not, I perſecute, hate, deſtroy, kill, murther, and torment: Woe un­to them, if I am ſet againſt them: This is the railing R [...]ſhakeh contend­ing for the poor creature, and rending it; but the ſervant of the Lord is ſi­lent, and mourns, waiting patiently on the Lord in all things, and com­mits it ſelf wholy to him againſt all temptations and blaſphemies.

SECT. XXXIV. How the Spirit of the Lord, given to his, §. 34 doth overcome all the evil and blasphemies of the devil, and is ſtronger then he or his.
[Page]
YEt further, when the evil ſpirit that dwells in us, or ſent to us from the powers of darkneſs, ſhall grieve the Spirit of the Lord in his Hezekiahs, or ſervants, by high ima­ginations or abominable blaſphemies againſt the holy Spirit of the Lord in his, lifting up it ſelf againſt the Lord, then a greater power of the Spirit of the Lord comes upon us, and his Word ſtrengthens us, ſaying, Grieve not, nor be troubled at the blaſphemies of Sen­nacharib and Rabſhakeh, thoſe ſpirits of Satan; for I will be with thee, and I will let all the Nations of the earth ſee, that I am the Lord God, and there is none beſides me; and that you are my people, preſerved by my power: I will put a bridle in his mouth, and my [Page] hook in his noſe, and overcome him; and fall backwards, and periſh in his own land; and the Angel of my pre­ſence ſhall fall upon his hoſte, with the breath of my mouth, and ſlay them all, you ſhall finde in the morning nothing but carcaſſes; this ſhall they have that rage againſt the Lord and his Spirit; above a hundred thouſand, nay, almoſt two hundred thouſand, ſlain in the field, but a remnant of the Lord ſhall take root downwards now, and bear fruit upwards mani­fold, and rejoyce in the Lord of the whole earth. And again, we ſee, that though an evil ſpirit of wickedneſs or blaſphemy, like the beaſt in the Revelation, may for a while triumph over all, and ſpeak great words, and do mighty things, yet the Spirit of Truth and Glory conſumes it all at laſt.

SECT. XXXV. §. 35 How the Lord makes ſick and well, kills and ſaves; and he is glorified in all he doth.
[Page]
THis ſhews how thoſe whom the Lord loves fall ſick through boyls and diſtempers of fleſh, the corrupt nature is ſickly and periſhes, and how it all turns to the glorifying of God, and the good of the ſoul, as in the 11. of John, ſaith Chriſt of Lazarus, this ſickneſs is not for his death, but for the death of ſin in the fleſh, and for his life; for the Son of God in him ſhall be glorified by it, and it was ſo: And even ſo here, Hezekiahs life is re­newed, he dyes after the fleſh, to this life and ſtate, and lives to God after the Spirit; dyes to himſelf to live to God, as he ſaith, now ſhall I live to praiſe thee: Thus the Lord makes us ſick and well, dead and alive, wounds and heals, takes and gives, after his good pleaſure, ſets all in order, the fire, the faggot, the ſacrifice, the knife, [Page] and all the whole ſacrifice; the whole man, with his whole houſe; and it is not to kill the Lamb, but the Ram; not the Sinner, but the Sin: and the Lord healed him, and defended his City, all his with him, houſe and all, prolonging their lives, giving them a long life, even for ever and ever, and a ſigne, The Sun returning, or going backwards ten degrees, which ſhewed the return and fall of his enemies, or the forgiveneſs of ſins, and the reſtaura­tion of ſouls.

SECT. XXXVI. Babylons letters and preſents to betray us §. 36 and our treaſures into his own Land.
LEtters and Preſents from Babylon, and her King Baladan, upon Heze­kiahs recovering, hearing of it, pre­tends joy for it: Thus the Fleſh lies in wait for the Spirit; Antichriſt for Chriſt and the Chriſtian: if we re­cover from falling on the left hand, we are preſently tempted to fall and err [Page] on the right hand, Here the Devil is transforming himſelf into an Angel of light, and deceives and betrays us baſe­ly, pretending to be outwardly for us, giving us his letters and preſents, and is inwardly againſt us; ſo creeps in unawares, and like a ſerpent, ſubtilly gains upon us, undermines us, findes and feels our ſtrength, and eats and drinks with us, and is received into our heart and treaſure, we being all opened to him, nothing in us but made known, and yet really know not whence he comes, a ſtranger from a far Country to ſee us, and rejoyce with us, but not out of love, but envy, like them in Pauls days that preached Chriſt out of envy: But the Lord re­members us, and findes out all our e­nemies for us, and ſmites us when we do amiſs; ſo that as Hezekiah receiv­ed theſe meſſengers and preſents, and withal ſhewed his treaſures and glory in houſe and kingdom to them that would, carrying it all away one day; and take them captive, ſo it is [Page] with many taken away by ſor­ceries.

SECT. XXXVII. §. 37 The Comfort that the Lord comforts his people withal, as the fruits of his coming.
THe Lord comforteth his people with theſe things:
1. That their warfare is ſhortly ac­compliſhed.
2. Their ſins pardoned.
3. The way of the Lord to be pre­pared in them, the mountains there to be removed, and the valleys lifted up there, which is the poor in ſpirit to be comforted, the rough ways made plain, and the crooked thoughts made ſtreight.
4. Their fleſh to be made like graſs and toyling; ſo that all fleſh is graſs.
5. That the glory of the Lord is to be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together, for the Lord hath ſpoken it.
[Page] 6. That Zion ſhall have all glad ti­dings in her; that ſhe ſhall cry, behold my Lord and my God; for he ſhall come with a ſtrong hand, and his arm ſhall rule for him: Behold his reward is with him, and his work before him.
7. The Lord himſelf ſhall feed us as a ſhepherd doth his flock; he ſhall gather his lambs with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, leading them that are with young.
8. Holding the waters in his hand, ſpanning the heavens, comprehending the earth, weighing the mountains; To whom the Nations are a drop, and the Iſles a little thing; calling the ſtars by his names. To whom then will ye liken me, ſaith the Lord, the ever­laſting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, that never faints nor is weary, whoſe underſtanding is un­ſearchable, that gives ſtrength, life, and being, to all things, and to them that wait upon the Lord, he renews their ſtrength, that they mount up [Page] with wings like Eagles; they ſhall run, and not be weary; walk, and not faint.

SECT. XXXVIII. §. 38 The Worm Jacob made ſtrong.
FEar not, thou Worm, Jacob, for I will help thee, and be thy Re­deemer; I have choſen thee, thou art my Servant, and I will not caſt thee a­way, but will uphold thee with the right hand of my Righteouſneſs: I will plant thee anew, and none ſhall root thee up, and every plant or idol that is in you, ſhall become an abomi­nation to you; yea, and the works of your own hands vanity and nothing, and ye ſhall rejoyce in the Lord, and all that ſtrive with you ſhall periſh.

SECT. XXXIX. §. 39 What the Lord doth for his Servants.
BEhold my Servants whom I have choſen, mine Elect in whom my Soul delighteth; I have put my Spi­rit upon them, and they ſhall bring [Page] forth Judgment to the Gentiles: They are mine, and not their own; mine, and not mens; for no man can ſerve two Maſters: Behold, they are excel­lent Servants, whoſe ſervice is perfect Freedom indeed and pleaſure; all his Words and Works, Joy, Peace and Righteouſneſs for ever. Again, they are Servants of my own chooſing, cal­ling, fitting, trained up by my ſelf in my own houſe, to ſerve me in Righte­ouſneſs and Holineſs before me. And in whom my Soul delighteth: Whom the Lord chooſes, he delights in them, though they be but Servants, the un­worthieſt of them; nay, and that with his Soul, delighting himſelf in the proſperity of his Servants; and whom he delights in, he puts his Spirit upon them, he can keep no good things from them, yea, all is theirs, Heaven and Earth, Chriſt, the Spirit, God, and All. And laſtly, they ſhall by this Spirit overcome all things, and bring forth Judgment unto Victory indeed.

SECT. XL. §. 40 The ſweetneſs and love of the Spirit of Chriſt in his.
[Page]
HE ſhall not cry, nor lift up his voyce, nor be heard in the ſtreets; a brui­ſed reed he ſhall not break, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, till he bring forth Judgment unto Victory; he ſhall not fail, nor be diſcouraged, till he hath ſet up Judgment in the Earth, and the Iſles ſhall wait for his Law. Thus ſhall it be with the Children of Jeſus, in whom Chriſt is formed; the Spirit of Jeſus is Love, Meekneſs, Sweetneſs, Pati­ence; it ſeeks not revenge, but in all things behaves it ſelf comely in the ſtreets abroad, towards them without, and at home towards them within; it will offend none, but help all.

SECT. XLI. §. 41 The ſmoaking flax, and the bruiſed reed in us, the little meaſure of the Spirit.
[Page]
THe ſmoaking flax, &c. The low­eſt and darkeſt appearance of him is glorious; he comes to his own, and receives it, if but a ſmoak, he makes it a flame, and ſuch as ſit in darkneſs, he makes them to ſee light, and where there is ſmoak, and trouble of heart, he takes away the dimneſs, and makes the ſmoak to vaniſh, and the fire of the Lords Spirit muſt burn us as flax and tow, decay to nothing be­fore we ſhall be good for any thing. And the bruiſed reed alſo the Lord will not break, he doth cheriſh and nouriſh it, as the husband doth his wife; the Lord rather doth bind up the reed then bruiſe it, and makes the reed become a rod of iron, to break in pieces the Nations, the Potters veſſels, the fleſhly man; for the Lord can do nothing againſt himſelf.

SECT. XLII. §. 42 Fleſh is deaf and blind, the Lord ſeeing all things.
[Page]
ANd the Lord will give himſelf for righteouſneſs, ſtrength and light to the people, eyes to the blind, free­dom to the priſoners: I will no more give my glory to another; I will make waſte their mountains and hills, dry up all their herbs, and dry up all their pools, and then will I bring the blind by a way they know not; I will make darkneſs light before them, and crook­ed things ſtraight; all fleſh ſhall be deaf and blind, and then ſhall they ſee; even my Servant, and my Meſſenger ſhall be blind, that he that glorieth may glory in the Lord.

SECT. XLIII. §. 43 The blind and the deaf ſhall be Gods Witneſſes.
BRing forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears, for they are my Witneſſes and [Page] my Servants whom I have choſen, ſaith the Lord. For they beleeve, un­derſtand and know that I am he, and there is none beſides me. O Iſrael, fear not, for I have redeemed thee, and called thee by my name, thou art mine: Where­ſoever thou goeſt, I am with thee, through waters, rivers, fire, and all; for thou art precious in my ſight, and ho­norable; therefore I will give men for thee, and people for thy life. Behold, I will do a ſtrange thing, I will dry up all rivers, and make a new river in the Wilderneſs, and the Beaſt and the Dragon therein ſhall honor me for it, and drink thereof, and change their natures.

SECT. XLIV. I the Lord do all things. §. 44
I Am the Lord, and there is none elſe; I the Lord do all things, I make the Heavens to drop down from above, and let the Sky pour down Righteouſneſs, and the Earth open, and let them bring forth Salvation, and let Righte­ouſneſs [Page] ſpring forth together; I, the Lord, have created it, and will have it ſo: I have raiſed thee up in Righte­ouſneſs, and thou ſhalt built up my City, not for ſilver nor reward, but for my name ſake; yea, all ſhall bow down to thee, and make ſupplication to thee, ſaying, ſurely God is with thee, and in thee, and there is none elſe; the idols ſhall make you aſhamed, but I will ſave you world without end. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, for there is none beſides me, in me you ſhall be juſtified, and ſhall glory.

SECT. XLV. §. 45 God not like the golden idols.
TO whom will you liken me, ſaith the Lord? to your dumb, dead idols, that cannot ſtir, overlaid with gold, yet without life, whereas there is no God beſides me? I will bring near my Righteouſneſs, and my Salvation ſhall not tarry, and I will place my Salvation in Zion for Iſrael my Glory.

SECT. XLVI. The ſhame and the nakedneſs of Babylon. §. 46
[Page]
O Virgin, daughter of Babylon, come, and ſit on the ground, for thou ſhalt no more be called tender and delicate, thy nakedneſs and ſhame ſhall be ſeen; get thee into darkneſs, thou art no more a Lady of Kingdoms, thou ſhalt have no more pleaſure, in a moment childleſs, and a widow, for thy ſorceries and inchantments, truſt­ing in thy wickedneſs, ſaying, Thou art, and there is none beſides thee; wherefore a miſchief and a deſolation ſhall come on thee ſuddenly, and thou ſhalt not know it; let all thy Confi­dence or Counſellers ſtand up and ſave thee from the evil to come on thee; thou ſhalt be as ſtubble, the fire ſhall burn them; and thus the whole glory of fleſh is deſtroyed.

SECT. XLVII. §. 47 I have ſhewed thee what thy Idols could not.
[Page]
I Have ſhewed thee new and hidden things, what is, and hath come to paſs, and what ſhall be, and none of thy idols could do it, then did I tell it thee, yet is thy neck ſtiff, and thy brow hard: I, even I, have ſpoken it from the beginning, and if thou hadſt heark­ened to my Commandments, then had thy peace been as rivers; and thy righ­teouſneſs as the waves of the ſea, thy ſeed as the ſand, and thy off-ſpring as the gravel thereof, nor thy name cut off or deſtroyed for ever.

SECT. XLVIII. The Lord from the womb forms us to be §. 48 his Servants.
THe Lord hath called me from the womb, from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name, and made my mouth like a ſharp ſword; in the ſhadow of his hand [Page] hath he hid me, and made me a poliſh­ed ſhaft in his quiver, making me his Servant, in whom he will be glorifi­ed; then I ſaid, I have labored in vain, and ſpent my ſtrength for nought, yet ſurely my judgment then is with the Lord, and my work with my God; though I be nothing, yet he is all things; Kings and Princes ſhall ariſe and worſhip, becauſe of the Lord thy God with thee; and then you ſhall feed in the ways, and their paſtures in the high places; you ſhall not hun­ger nor thirſt, neither heat or Sun ſmite them; for thou haſt mercy on them, and leads them by the ſprings of water, and there thou wilt guide them. Sing, O Heavens, Earth and Moun­tains, for the Lord hath comforted his afflicted, and I will not forget you, and none ſhall condemn you, the ſmiters ſhall not trouble you: He that fears the Lord, and obeys his voyce, though in darkneſs, without light, ſhall truſt in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf on God; but whoſoever ſhall [Page] kindle a fire of confidence for them­ſelves, ſhall lye down in ſorrow.

SECT. XLIX. §. 49 Look to our Rock, whence we are hewen.
LOok to the Rock, whence you are hewen, and the pit that digged you: the Lord will make the deſarts like Eden, and your Wilderneſs like a Paradiſe; though all fa [...]l, yet your Salvation ſhall remain for ever; and your Righteouſneſs never aboliſhed. Awake, awake, O Arm of the Lord: It was not our Arm, but thine, that hath done terrible things. Awake, awake, ſtand up, O Jeruſalem, thou haſt drunk a cup of trembling; the ſword, the plague, and the famine hath taken hold on thee: I will give thee a cup of Salvation, and remove the other from thee.

SECT. L. §. 50 Thy beautiful Garments.
[Page]
ZIon, or the Saints, ſhall put on ſtrength, and have the beautiful Garments of Life and Immortality, Grace and Glory, Righteouſneſs and Truth, as their clothing and beauty, and there ſhall not any thing defile thee; the uncircumciſed and the un­clean, the filthineſs of all fleſh and ſpi­rit ſhall paſs away from thee, from henceforth, even for ever; thou art all fair my love.

SECT. LI. Shake thy ſelf from the duſt. §. 51
THou ſhalt ſhake thy ſelf from the duſt, and all thy earthly tabernacles and buildings ſhall fall in pieces, they ſhall hold you no longer, nor keep you captive; I will looſe thy cords and bands, and thou ſhalt be at home in the Lord, and be abſent from the body, from fleſh, ſin, death, and all miſery: I will redeem you without [Page] money, freely from all, though you have ſold your ſelves for the world, and to the world, which is as good as nought; For what will it profit you to gain the world, and loſe your ſoul▪

SECT. LII. The Lord rules over us, and ſpeaks in us. §. 52
I The Lord will rule over them, and none other, they ſhall howl no more, but rejoyce, and my Name ſhall no longer be blaſphemed amongſt them, but hallowed; for my people ſhall know it, and have it written in them, and upon them, and know that I am he that ſpeaketh; behold, it is I; the word in their heart, and from their mouth, it is not theirs, but mine to give; and they ſhall not take care what to ſpeak in that day, for the Fa­ther that dwelleth in them ſhall teach them.

SECT. LIII. §. 53 How beautiful the feet of them that do bring the glad tydings of peace are.
[Page]
THe inſtrument of Gods praiſes is honorable for the work ſake; Bleſſed is he that commeth in the name of the Lord, but thrice more, the Lord himſelf coming in his own Name and Glory; if the feet of them that bring but the glad tydings be beautiful, if they that bear the Ark glorious, if the figure, form or type be glorious, what is the Head, the Lord himſelf, the Truth, and Glad Tydings themſelves? If thoſe that were about King Solomon, and heard him, and wait­ed on him, were ſo happy, how much more then is Solomon himſelf happy; for the feet of Chriſt is the loweſt and weakeſt of Chriſts people, called Chriſtians, the pooreſt amongſt them; if they that are but the feet, like door­keepers in the houſe of God, be ſo beautiful, and full of joy, and glad ty­dings, having but the earneſt and feet of the Spirit; O what are the eyes and [Page] hands of the Lord? How glorious are the higheſt Saints? Nay, what is the King of Saints? Then who can tell us, if his feet, which is Chriſt manifeſt­ed in the Fleſh, be ſo beautiful, what is his Head then, which is Chriſt ju­ſtified in Spirit? If the Feet of his Humanity be ſuch, what think you muſt the Head and Heart of his Divi­nity be?

SECT. LIV. Thy God reigneth in the Zion of Saints. §. 54
THe only glad tydings is this to all Zion, Thy God reigneth: This is their greateſt joy, and without which all other joys are ſoon quenched; This is the Day of Salvation, Redemption, Remiſſion, Juſtification, Sanctificati­on, and all bleſſedneſs, the acceptable year and Jubile of the Lord and his Zion, then when their God reigns; and where muſt he reign? not only in hea­ven and in earth, but in men, in the midſt amongſt us; then is his King­dom come, and Will done on earth as it is in heaven, when thy God reigneth, O Zion.

SECT. LV. §. 55 How thy God doth ſet thee apart; and how, though thy outward man be vile, yet the inward glorious.
[Page]
DEpart ye, depart ye, ſhall the Lord then ſay, get ye out from hence, and touch no unclean thing; I have received you, go out of the midſt of her, and be altogether in my holineſs, and live in me, for I will lead you, and go before you, and be your rereward, and come behind you, ſo that nothing ſhall come nigh you, but my ſelf; I will compaſs you ſo a­bout, and deal ſo prudently with you, that I ſhall only be exalted and extol­led amongſt you; and though his out­ward form and viſage, in whom I dwell, be ſo baſe and marred by re­proaches, more then any other in the world, yet I will ſtop the mouths of Kings for their ſakes, and my glory ſhall break forth in the midſt of them; and that which had not been told them by fleſh and blood, ſhall they ſee by the [Page] Spirit of my Father; and that which they had not heard, neither could they believe, ſhall they now know, and be fully ſatisfied in; and all this ſhall be in the day that thy God raigneth in Zion.

SECT. LVI. The Arm of the Lord. §. 56
THe Arm and Strength of the Lord are we in the Lord, and it is revealed to us in Chriſt, who is this Arm of the Lord indeed, and we can­not but report ſo; the Lord is with us, and his Arm upon us, when it is ſo in­deed, when the Arm of the Lord goes along with the report; and indeed how can we that have been ſaved and healed by the Lord and his Arm, but go about teſtifying what great things the Lord hath done for us, and magni­fie his name, and declare his goodneſs, whether they will believe it or not, I am conſtrained to report it, to pre­pare his way.

SECT. LVII. §. 57 The plant growing up out of a dry ground, with ſorrow to the fleſh and the world, but with joy to the Lord & his Spirit in Saints.
[Page]
ANd this Arm of the Lord, as it is revealed and comes that way, be­fore it can be reported by us, fleſh and blood reveals it not, but our Fa­ther which is in Heaven; ſo it grows up as a tender plant of the Lords own planting: Chriſt planted in us grows up like a plant, and takes root from the Father, and brings forth his bran­ches and fruits in the dry ground of our nature, in our ſinful ſtate, poor, barren fleſh: and when this tender plant, Chriſt Jeſus, grows up, it ſhall be at firſt in weakneſs, without form or comelineſs after the fleſh▪ nay with­out beauty that you ſhould deſire him after the fleſh, for he comes to cru­cifie fleſh and blood in us; and there­fore the natural man will deſpiſe him, hide his face and not eſteem him; for the plant of the Lord will be a man of [Page] ſorrow and grief to his fleſh, as the Lord Jeſus was to the Jews in his day. And further, this Arm of the Lord will bear all our griefs and ſorrows, all our ſmitings, ſtrikings and afflictings of God and men, beſides the principa­lities and powers of Satan which dwel with us, it will bear them all, yea the wounds of our tranſgreſſions and the bruiſes of our iniquities, wounding and bruiſing him; he heals them all, and overcomes them, reconcileing us to God, ſlaying the enmity, taking a­way the wall of partition, becomes a Mediator between God and us, uniting us in one.

SECT. LVIII. §. 58 The Lamb that opens not his mouth, but by ſuffering overcomes.
THis arm of the Lord findes us loſt and going aſtray, like ſheep, out of his way, and turns us into the way, and leads in the way of righteouſneſs, bear­ing all our iniquity, both in the way and out of the way, that lies upon us; [Page] its the Lords pleaſure to remove them that they lie not in our way, nor keep us from the way, nor turn us out of the way; and as a Lamb, ſo opens he not his mouth, though oppreſſed, af­flicted, ſmitten, and ſlaughtered, but by patient ſuffering overcomes all, and is glorified over all, and is taken out of priſon, and from judgment, and who ſhall declare his generation? for when he was oppreſſed and ſmitten, he was in priſon in fleſh; but when the Lord riſes in us, and leads us captive after him, then he is out of priſon, and deſtroys fleſh; he is not here in pri­ſon, he is riſen.

SECT. LIX. §. 59 Chriſt makes his grave with the wicked and the rich in his death.
BUt this Lamb, though he lies in the priſon of fleſh, and is in the wicked as in a grave buried and im­priſoned, yet there he will riſe; and as his grave is with the rich, that have righteouſneſs, but not from the Lord, [Page] he riſes amongſt them; ſo that the Lord makes his grave in his death with the wicked and the rich, and makes them both one in his death, and buried with him into his death, and lie with him in his grave, and riſe with him in the Spirit, by making wicked and rich both happy in himſelf a­lone.

SECT. LX. What it is to have the pleaſure of the Lord §. 60 for to prosper in his, or in our hand.
IT pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe his Son, and ſo his Saints, often to put them to grief in the fleſh, that they might rejoyce in the Spirit; and to ſow that ſeed in them that might pro­long their days; and to let them ſee the ſeed of his ſoul, and love; and the ſeed of their ſoul, joy, and praiſes; and ſo to have the pleaſure of the Lord to proſper in their hands, as it did in Chriſts, and to have the Lords plea­ſure to proſper in the hands of Chriſt, and no other hands, for it cannot; if [Page] taken out of his hands, all decays and withers, every branch or work; but in him is all fruit and proſperity found; the pleaſure of the Lord is he, and the pleaſure of the Lord is his work and way, and it is to ſave ſinners, to dye for ſinners, call ſinners, juſtifie ſinners, and to make them Saints and ſons, the ſoul of the living God blame­leſs, harmleſs, glorious, beautiful all over; this is the pleaſure of the Lord; nay, to have him bruiſed, ſmit­ten, to have his grace, love, mercy, pa­tience, goodneſs, bowels, wiſdom, power, all employed for our good; this is the pleaſure of the Lord; and it did, and doth proſper in the hands of Chriſt, and that is the next thing, when it makes us like Chriſt, and like God, when the will of the Lord is done in us, when God dwells in us, of a truth, when we are made one with the Lord, when we reign with him, when the Lord is all, when we are his pleaſure and will.

SECT. LXI. §. 61 The Lord ſhall ſee us as the travel of his Soul.
[Page]
ANd the Lord Jeſus ſhall beget us, and conceive us in the womb of his tender mercies, and travel in birth with us; and in the Day of the Lord we ſhall, though with ſorrow, be the travel of his Soul, and we ſhall ſee it, and the Lord ſhall look upon us; and notwithſtanding all former ſorrow, it ſhall not be remembred, for joy that we are brought forth holy to the Lord; and the Lords Will and Plea­ſure, Wiſdom and Power, Love and Mercy, ſhall be ſatisfied in us.

SECT. LXII. §. 62 We are the Lords ſpoil and portion.
ANd the Knowledg of the Lord ſhall be known, and his Wiſ­dom underſtood, and the righteous God ſhall be juſtified, and we juſti­fied by him, and in him, for his Righteouſneſs ſhall be in us, [Page] and upon us; we ſhall be his ſpoil and portion, the Lord ſhall take us for his lot, and the Lord ſhall be our por­tion and great inheritance.

SECT. LXIII. The Lord makes the barren to ſing, and to §. 63 bring forth gloriouſly.
FEar not, neither be aſhamed of thy reproach, poor heart, that art left like a widow, and childleſs, barren and fruitleſs, thou that haſt not tra­velled though thou waſt married, but not to the Lord: Thou haſt had many lovers and husbands, but not thy maker thine husband, therefore thou art confounded, and in bondage, weep­ing and lamenting, as being left deſo­late; Hear now what the Lord God, whoſe name is the Lord of hoſtes, thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole earth, what he ſaith, Sing O barren, and break forth into ſinging; for the Lord thy God will overſhadow thee, and thou ſhalt conceive in righteouſneſs, travel in [Page] truth, and bring forth faithfulneſs: the Lord will marry thee to himſelf, and thou ſhalt bear many ſons and daughters to the Lord; for Righteouſ­neſs ſhall be the fruits of thy womb, and Peace thy daughters, and Truth thy off-ſpring.

SECT. LXIV. §. 64 The ſeed of the living God out of a barren womb wonderful.
THe Lord thy Husband, will en­large thee all over, none ſhall ſurpaſs thee, thou ſhalt have more chil­dren then the married ones, or the con­cubines, thou ſhalt excel them all, in ſinging, bearing, and bringing forth a multitude of Glory to the Lord; thy womb ſhall be opened, thy heart en­larged, thy ſpirit ſtrengthened, thy ſeed multiplied, thy bed ſtretched out, thy tents widened, and the curtains of thy habitation, thy cords and ſtakes lengthened, for the Lord, will make the fruits of thy ſoul like the ſtars of Hea­ven, or the ſands on earth for number, [Page] all the Plants of the Lord, all his own begotten Sons and Daughters, and born by the Spirit, in whom he is well pleaſed; thou ſhalt break forth on the right hand, & on the left, every way beautiful, and thy ſeed and children ſhall inherit and inhabit the deſolate places; and where it was ſaid, Ye are not my people, there ſhall it be ſaid, Ye are the ſons of the living God.

SECT. LXV. §. 65 The Lord thy huſband that comforts thee.
THus the Lord hath delt with thee, when thou waſt as a woman for­ſaken and grieved in ſpirit, nay, refu­ſed and rejected by all, I found thee deſolate, and I married thee, and re­ceived thee to my ſelf, and lay thee in my arms and boſom, made thee to bear children; thus with great mer­cies have I gathered thee, though for a ſmall moment thou waſt forſaken; and in a little wrath I hid my face from thee, but I am returned to thee now with everlaſting kindneſs; and I [Page] will have mercy on thee without end, for I am thy Husband and thy Re­deemer.

SECT. LXVI. §. 66 I will be thy God and Huſband from ever­laſting unto everlaſting.
NAy, now I will do more for thee then ever, I wil never depart more from thee; I will ſwear to thee as I did to Noah, and give thee a better ſigne then I did to him, the Rainbow in the Heaven, that I would no more drown the Earth; ſo will I do to thee, the waters of my wrath ſhall never be up­on thee, my light and countenance lifted on thee, but never taken off thee; and this ſhall be thy token, I will give thee my ſelf in marriage, and be thy Husband, and thou ſhalt be without rebuke, nay, though moun­tains and hills be removed, all thy comforts and comforters depart from thee, yet ſhall never my kindneſs, nor the Covenant of my peace, be remov­ed, but I will keep thee in perfect [Page] peace; for in the world, fleſh and darkneſs, there is nothing but trouble, vanity, anguiſh, torment, and vexati­on, but in me, my Love, Heart, Spirit, Light, Life, Truth, and Kingdom, thou ſhalt have peace; be therefore of good comfort, for I have overcome all to thee.

SECT. LXVII. §. 67 The foundation, windows, and gates of the Saints, the Lords houſe and building, of what precious ſtones it is.
SEe further, how fruitful the Lord will make her, and how beautiful all over, though toſſed and afflicted, diſcomforted and perplexed, behold the Lord will be thy foundation, the living Stone ſhall be thy corner ſtone, the Rock thy root and bottom, where­fore ſaith the Lord, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and foundation with Saphirs; thy windows of Agates, thy gates of Carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant ſto [...]es: And all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great [Page] ſhall be the peace of thy children: Thus will the Lord glorifie thee, for in righ­teouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed, that ſhall be thy fair colours and Sa­phirs, and without either oppreſſion, oppreſſor, fear, or terror; and all that gather againſt thee, ſhall fall by thee, for I am with thee; and as whatſoever is in thine hand hath this bleſſing, it ſhall proſper; ſo this ſhall be a curſe to thine enemies, that no weapon formed againſt thee, my Holineſs, ſhall proſ­per: and every tongue that riſeth up againſt thee, by preaching, praying, counſelling, or threatening, ſhall be condemned: This is the heritage, bleſſing, promiſe, and portion of the ſervants of the Lord, and all their worth and righteouſneſs is from thee; thou art the Lord their God, thou ſanctifieſt them.

SECT. LXVIII. §. 68 The Lord is that water, that wine, and that milk to them that thirſt after him, and that hunger in him.
[Page]
THe Lord Jeſus Chriſt is all true and ſaving comfort, and all kind of food is in him: He is water to the thirſty, wine to the heavy hearted, milk to the hungry; He is water to the weak, milk to the faint, wine to the ſtrong; and yet one and the ſame Lord God that gives, water, milk, and wine; and this he doth in the reveal­ing of himſelf more or leſs to us. And do but obſerve the Lords ſweet grace, in calling us to this feaſt or banquet that he hath prepared for us, Ho every one that thirsteth, taſte how good and gracious the Lord God is, taſte of his after all: when thou haſt drunk many waters, and taſted much wine, and eat the milk of many creatures that have ſtollen away thy heart, then do but come to this living water after all, and indeed if we knew the gift of [Page] God, and the vertue of this water, and who it is that calls us to come to drink, we ſhould ſay, Lord give me evermore of this water, or elſe I dye, and that I may never thirſt again; but as long as we have any ciſterns, Jacobs wells, or any ſuch creature wiſdom, or broken veſſel, we are apt to forſake the living fountain; but after all, when all that fails us, and cannot quench our tongue enflamed, nor cool it, nor give us the leaſt comfort, then ſhall we fly to the rock where we are com­forted.

SECT. LXIX. §. 69 Three things to be obſerved here, more espe­cially on the beſt wine kept laſt.
DO but conſider theſe two things here:
Firſt, The Lord invites us to the wa­ters, and then to the milk, and after to the wine: firſt to thirſting, then to buying without mony, and laſtly to eating; ſo tender, carefull, and wiſe is the Lord to us, weaning us by de­grees [Page] from grace to grace, and ſtrength to ſtrength, becoming all things to all to win ſoul [...].
And the ſecond thing is, to remem­ber the Governor of the feaſt in the marriage of Cana, that after all the bad wine was drunk, commended the water turned to wine by Chriſt above all that ever he drank before, and de­manded why he kept the good wine till now; ſo is it in the way of the Lord here, when men have drunk their fill, and taſted, and filled them­ſelves with the creatures, if the Lord makes them but to thirſt after this wa­ter and wine, and give them to drink­ing, they ſhall alſo ſay as this Gover­nor here, Lord God, this is the water and the wine indeed, all that ever I did drink before is nothing to this: thou haſt kept the beſt laſt.
And alſo, do but obſerve one thing more, The beſt things are beſt cheap; this water is not to be purchaſed with mony, the gift of God comes not that way; No, no, our mony, and [Page] mony-worth, and all ſuch things periſh; it is free and full, and the Lord gives it liberally, and upbraids none.

SECT. LXX. §. 70 That which is bread, and ſatisfieth, and is good, and delights the ſoul, and makes it live and prosper in fatneſs, is from the Lord alone.
HEarken diligently unto me, I am the Lord thy God that will help and have mercy on thee, and ſhew thee what is good; I will not give thee ſtones for bread, nor ſerpents for fiſh, neither will I take thee, or thy mony, thy labor, or ſtrength, or any ſuch thing, to deceive thee; but I will, out of my love to thee, and bowels of compaſſion, knowing this, thou art deceived; I will give thee bread in­deed, content and ſufficiency of all things, that which is bread, and that which ſatisfied, which is my grace and peace; Hearken therefore unto me alone, and take what I ſhall give thee; [Page] my water, my wine, and my milk, it is mine, and its water of life, milk from my everlaſting breſts, my own com­forts from my heart, my Wine and Spirit, it is all good, exceeding good, the riches of my goodneſs; taſte it, it will delight thy ſoul, ſtrengthen thy heart, enlighten thy eyes, and revive thy ſpirits; its fatneſs indeed, its hony and marrow; it will make thee fat, and fair, and well-liking; thy ſoul ſhall proſper by it, and delight it ſelf in fatneſs with it; I will be all this to thee; and you ſhall live in the fatneſs and fulneſs of all things: if thou wilt live with me, thou ſhalt no more labor in vain, nor ſpend mony in vain after thoſe things that periſh; but I will take thee to my ſelf in Covenant, ſtature, life, ſpi­rit, even an everlaſting Covenant, the ſure mercies of David; I will deal in mercy with thee, and no other way, e­ven from henceforth for ever; I will make thee live in peace and happineſs, and live and feed, walk and ſtand, and [Page] lie down for ever in ſure mercies: this ſhall be thy habitation for ever; and I will be thy labor and mony for ever, that is, thy riches and ſtrength am I, and thy exceeding great reward.

SECT. LXXI. Chriſt the true Witneſs and Leader to §. 71 the People.
ANd behold your light ſhall ſo ſhine before men, that they ſhall ſee your good works, and glorifie your Father which is in heaven: I will give Chriſt to be the true and faithful Witneſs in you to the world, and your Leader and Commander in all your goings out, and comings in, to glorifie me in the midſt of a crook­ed and perverſe generation; and you ſhall have no other Witneſs, no leſs a Witneſs of my Covenant and ſure mercies with thee, then the Son and Spirit of mercy himſelf, Chriſt your Lord my Witneſs in you.

SECT. LXXII. §. 72 The people that know thee not ſhall run after thee, for the Lord hath glorified thee in their eyes, and their thoughts and ways ſhall be as the Lords thoughts and ways are.
[Page]
BEhold, again, I will not only give them water▪ wine, milk, and all manner of good things, but I will ſa­tisfie them, make them delight in fat­neſs, they ſhall live with me, I will make alſo an everlaſting Covenant with them, I will be their Witneſs in all things, to juſtifie them, and com­fort them, and to diſcern between good and evil in them: and moreover, I will call whole Nations, that thou knoweſt not, to bear witneſs to thee, and to follow thee, for they hear and ſee that the Lord thy God is with thee, and they that know not thee ſhall run after thee, becauſe of the ſavor of thy good ointments, and they ſhall come into thy chambers, and have fellowſhip with thee, for their fellowſhip ſhall [Page] be with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſo becauſe of the Lord thy God they ſhall be drawn, and be­cauſe of the holy One of Iſrael, for he hath glorified thee, therefore ſhall they glorifie thee, and be glorified to­gether in the Lord alſo with thee, and ſo ſhall ſeek and worſhip the Lord in one glory; for the Lord their God hath found them, and therefore they return to him, and ſeek him, and is found of them, and appears nigh unto them, ſo they cannot but call upon him, and he again upon them, he calls the ſinners to repentance, the wicked to forſake his evil way, and the unrigh­teous man his thoughts, and to turn to the Lord; for he will have mercy on them, and to them, that call him the Lord their God; for he can and will, and none elſe, abundantly pardon them: and though your thoughts, and ways, and mine, be as far diſtant as hea­ven and earth, and as far below me, yet I will make your thoughts mine, and your ways mine; you ſhall think as I [Page] think, and ſay as I ſay, and live as I live, and in every thing do as I do, agree in mind, ſpirit and judgment with me; think of your ſelves and ways as I do think of you, and think of me and my ways according as I think of my ſelf, and think of others, and their ways, as I do; and then though my thoughts before were in heaven ſo high, & yours on earth ſo low, yet now you ſhall no more be in earth, but in heaven with me, and in earth with me, and in both like me.

SECT. LXXIII. The Word that comes from Gods Mouth ſhall proſper in what it is ſent. §. 73
NAy furthermore, I will pour out my Rain and my Snow, my Spi­rit and my Word, from my heavenly Glory, upon you, that are like the earth, ſinful and carnal, and my Spirit and Word ſhall not return in vain, it ſhall water you, and make you fruit­ful, and bring forth ſeed to the ſower, and bread to the eater; for as it came [Page] out of my Mouth, as from heaven, ſo it ſhall deſcend in the heart of the earth, and plow up the fallow grounds, and ſow in righteouſneſs, and reap in joy; it ſhall accompliſh that whereto I ſent it, and proſper in the thing I take in hand; it ſhall make you bring forth, and go out in joy, and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills ſhall break forth into ſinging, and the trees of the fields clap their hands for joy, for high and low, rich and poor, ſhall praiſe the Lord; no thorns, but fir trees; no bryers, but mirtle trees; and it ſhall be to the Lord for an everlaſt­ing ſign of praiſe, never to end.

SECT. LXXIV. §. 74 No man is juſt, but he to whom Salvation is come.
BLeſſed is the man that keepeth judgment, for judgment ſhall keep him, and that doth juſtice, for that ſhall preſerve him; for to him my Salvation is come, the Salvation of the Lord, and to him my Righteouſneſs is [Page] revealed; bleſſed is the man that hath this, and that layeth hold on it; for he ſhall keep the Sabbath from pol­luting it, and ſerve the Lord; he ſhall keep a reſt & a holy day for ever to the Lord; he ſhall do no evil, neither ſhall any iniquity be found in his hand.

SECT. LXXV. §. 75 The ſtranger and the Eunuch joyned to the Lord, and made ſons and heirs to God.
THe ſtranger and the Eunuch that are joyned to the Lord ſhall be ſons and heirs, neither ſhall they ſay, we are ſeparated from the Lord any more, nor from his people, but are u­nited to them; nor ſhall the Eunuch ſay any more, he is a dry tree; but the Lord God, who joyned himſelf to them, and given them his Spirit, even the Spirit of Holineſs and Reſt, to keep a Sabbath within them, God will give them a place and a habitati­on within his houſe, and a name better then of ſons and daughters, even heirs, and an everlaſting name that ſhall ne­ver [Page] be cut off: I will bring them to my holy Mountain, and make them my Houſe of Prayer, and I will re­joyce in them, and accept of all their burnt-offerings and meat-offerings up­on my Altar, and my Houſe ſhall be called, The Houſe of Prayer for all people; though their watchmen be blind and dumb dogs, yet I will be their Watchman, ſaith the Lord.

SECT. LXXVI. §. 76 The righteous man periſheth, but not his righteouſneſs, yet none lays it to heart.
THe righteous man periſheth, though his righteouſneſs en­dures for ever, yet none lays him or his righteouſneſs to heart, nor conſi­dereth his death or his life; and he, and his righteouſneſs, is taken from the evil to come; for what hath righteouſneſs to do with unrighteouſneſs, or light with darkneſs? So he is taken from men to God, and ſhall enter in his peace, and lie down in his bed of reſt, [Page] and walk for ever in his righteouſneſs: But the ſinful and wicked man he pe­riſheth not, but lives and proſpers in the world for a moment, but yet his triumph is ſhort; this is the Adul­terer and the Adultereſs, and her who­riſh brood, that make a wide mouth; ſpeaking blaſphemy; falſe children, full of iniquity, ſporting themſelves with vanities, and inflamed with idols in every place, in valleys and hills, and haſt joyned to another, and enlarged thy bed, and haſt not at all remembred the Lord, nor laid him to thy heart; for theſe lovers and luſts have ſtollen away thy heart, thy vanity ſhall take thee away, and none ſhall deliver thee; but they that truſt in me ſhall be de­livered, and inherit reſt in my Land quietly.

SECT. LXXVII. The Lord will dwell in Holineſs, both on §. 77 high and below.
NAy further, Thus ſaith the Lord to them that fear him, whoſe [Page] name and nature is holy, and his dwel­lings in eternity holy, that whereſoe­ver he is he makes all things holy, and like him; if he dwell above or be­neath, in heigth or in depth, in rich or in poor, in high or low, ſtrong or weak, fathers or babes, which is called the high and holy place, or in the hum­ble and contrite, yet he is Holineſs in all eſtates and degrees, and revives the heart and ſpirit of the humble, and creates peace alſo in all their borders, both to them a far off, and to them nigh at hand; neither wil I contend in wrath for ever, leaſt I ſhould deſtroy the ſouls that I have made; but I have ſeen his ways, and will heal and reſtore comfort to the mourners, and peace where there is no peace.

SECT. LXXVIII. §. 78 The ſin and iniquity of Jacob; the Faſt that is the Lords, the good and acceptable day that he chuſes, how we muſt love one another, and walk in the light, and not in darkneſs, as the Lord doth to us.
[Page]
THe Lords people, even the houſe of Jacob, have their ſins and tranſ­greſſions as well as others, and the cry of the Lord is loud againſt them, he will not ſpare them above all, they ſhall ſee it; and theſe be their ſins.
1. They ſeek me dayly, but its with the lip only.
2. They delight to know my ways, but yet hate to be reformed, and do it.
3. They ask of me the Ordinances of Juſtice, and yet forſake the Ordi­nance of their God.
4. They delight in approaching before God, yet they ſay, Wherefore takeſt thou no knowledg of it?
5. They faſt, and yet find pleaſure; [Page] they faſt but from ſin, but faſt to ſtrife and debate; you faſt not unto me, your faſt is not the acceptable day of the Lord, that is, Joy and Gladneſs; yours is rending of garments, putting on of ſackcloth; you have choſen out a faſt to your ſelves, which I know not of, nor delight in; the Faſt that I chooſe is the abſtinence from all ap­pearance of evil, a rending of the heart, and not the garment, a bleſſed joyful mourning, its to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, and to undo the heavy bur­den, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and to break every yoke of oppreſſion, as taxes, rythes, free quarters, beſides the fightings within to be laid low; as alſo to deal bread to the hungry, drink to the thirſty, and not to ſay, be thou warmed, or be thou clothed: this is the new Commandment, to love one another; then ſhall we walk in light, and not in darkneſs, and our light ſhall break forth as the morning, and thy health like the noon day; thy righ­teouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the [Page] Lord thy God thy rereward; we ſhall no ſooner call or cry, but the Lord ſhall anſwer, and ſay, Here I am: When the yoke of ſin, and ſpeaking in vanity is cut off, then thy ſoul will be drawn out to the hungry, and the afflicted ſhall be ſatisfied, and thy ob­ſcurity ſhall be as the light, and thy darkneſs as the noon day, for the Lord will ſatisfie thee, and give to thee as thou doſt to him, ſo will the Lords Soul be drawn out to thee, and make thee a watered garden, a living foun­tain; nay, the Lord ſhall make thee a repairer of the breach, and a reſtorer of paths to dwell in; for the Righte­ouſneſs of the Lord is upon thee, and the Lord ſhall be thy Sabbath and pleaſure, thy holy day and delight; thy ways and words, being loſt to thy ſelf, and remaining only the Lords, delight­ing thy ſelf in the Lord, riding to and fro [...] upon the high places of the earth-triumphing over all things.

SECT. LXXIX. §. 79 The exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, the miſery that it brings, till the Lord ariſe against it in Juſtice and in Truth.
[Page]
BEhold, the Lords Hand or Power is never ſhortened, that it cannot ſave even from the grave; yea, though they were dead, yet can he ſay unto them, live; nor is his ear at all hea­vy, but he can hear the complaints of the diſtreſſed ſoul; nor his eyes cloſed, but he can ſee their miſery; nor his heart ſealed, but he can pitty, and have mercy on them, if he pleaſe; but our ſins and iniquities ſhorten our hands, cloſe our eyes, deafen our ears, and harden our hearts that we ſhall not underſtand, and ſo ſeparate us from the Lord, and from his face, dri­ving us out from his preſence, that he may not hear, thus making us truſt al­together in vanities & lies, conceiving nothing but miſchief, bringing forth nothing but iniquity, breeding cocka­trices egs in us, & weaving ſpiders webs, [Page] wickedneſs in a myſtery, ſo keeping us far from the way of Peace; and as for Judgment, that is turned backward behind us, Juſtice ſtands afar off, Truth falls in the ſtreets, and Equity cannot enter, therefore the Lords Arm is ſtretched out, he ſees what is done, and puts on his Armor, his Breſtplate of Righteouſneſs, his Helmet of Salvati­on, his Clothing of Vengeance, and his Cloak of Zeal to repay and recom­pence fury on his adverſaries, our ini­quities & ſins, lifting up his Spirit like a Standard againſt them, and bring them in like a mighty flood, deſtroying iniquity and ſin; and this Covenant will I make in them and you, my Spi­rit ſhall be with you, and my Word in your heart and mouth, never to depart from thee, nor thy ſeeds ſeed for e­ver.

SECT. LXXX. §. 80 Ariſe and ſhine, for thy light is come.
[Page]
THe Lord, thy Light, O man, is come, he is riſen, and ſhines moſt gloriouſly, and awakening thee to ariſe and ſhine in him, and with him, for his Glory is riſing on thee, diſpelling all manner of darkneſs from thee, and gathering all things to the light; yea, Kings and people to his brightneſs, far and near, ſons and daughters, to ſee his Glory; they ſhall ſee and flow together, be enlarged, converted, becauſe of the abundance of the Glory of the Lord revealed; they ſhall come flying as Clouds, and as Doves to the windows, and in thy light ſee light, walking every one in the light of the Lord.

SECT. LXXXI. §. 81 The glory given to them whom God doth glorifie.
THy Temple ſhall be glorious for the Lord to dwell in; Kings and [Page] Princes, ſtrangers and friends, gold and ſilver, yea all precious ſubſtance, the excellency of creatures ſhall be brought to thee, becauſe of the Name of the Lord thy God, for he hath glo­rified thee, therefore they ſhall bring their glory unto thee, and glorifie thee; as the wiſe men that brought their gifts to Chriſt, the Babe in a manger, gold, frankincenſe, mirrhe, and worſhiped him, becauſe God had glo­rified him above his fellows; ſo here, them that are Chriſts ſhall be glorifi­ed, and the Nations and Kingdoms, that will not ſerve the Lord, kiſs the Sun, and have him to reign over them, ſhall periſh, and their Land left deſolate.

SECT. LXXXII. All Glory comes when Gods Glory comes. §. 82
ALL Glory ſhall come unto thee, when the Glory of the Lord is re­vealed, the glory of Lebanon, the Ca­mels and Dromedaries of Midian, the Flocks of Kedar, the Rams of Nebai­oth, the Ships of Tarſhiſh; yea, the Nations & Kingdoms all abroad ſhall [Page] fear thee, becauſe of the Lord thy God that is with thee, and ſhall come from far to worſhip thy God with thee, and they ſhall be a beautiful Sanctua­ry to the Lord, and the place of his feet amongſt them ſhal be glorious, the meaneſt and weakeſt of the Saints, Gods lower parts; thus God will make thee an everlaſting glory, and e­ternal excellency, a joy to ages.

SECT. LXXXIII. §. 83 I will bring gold and ſilver, ſtrength and beauty unto thee.
ANd I the Lord, thy Redeemer, wil make thine enemies bow down to thee, yea all thy high imaginations, and ſpiritual wickedneſs, that hated and afflicted thee, and I will bring my Glo­ry and Treaſure to thee; I will bring gifts unto thee, I wil multiply my Mer­cy, Grace and Peace to thee; yea, I wil give thee gold and ſilver for braſs and iron, the precious for the vile; yea, I wil make thy officers all peace, ruling in peace, thy exactors righteouſneſs, do­ing truth & juſtice, ſo they ſhal learn to [Page] war no more, neither ſhall the ſword any more devour fleſh; and it ſhall not be your bow, ſword, ſpear, or might, but my Spirit that ſhall glo­rifie me, and you alſo; for all manner of violence will I cauſe to ceaſe, waſt­ing and deſtruction no more ſeen; for our weapons are ſpiritual, our God glorious, our dwellings on high, our walls ſalvation, and our gates praiſe; thy God thy glory.

SECT. LXXXIV. §. 84 The Lord thy everlasting Light, thy Sun and Moon, that ſhall darken all other Suns, and turn them to blood, but himſelf, in the end.
WHen this great light of the Lord himſelf is come, then ſhall thy ſtars fall, and thy lamps grow dim; the heaven and earth, in thee, melt with fervent heat, at the glorious preſence of the Lord: when he comes with ſo much brightneſs and glory, then ſhall our Sun and Moon, [Page] that is, all our heavenly gifts, graces, miniſtries, and adminiſtrations, ceaſe, and go out; give up their light and life as being darkened by this everlaſt­ing Light and Glory: And the Moon turned to blood, that is, all our na­tural excellencies, gifts, parts, rela­tions, portions, poſſeſſions, qualifica­tions, conditions whatſoever, all our reaſon, knowledg, wiſdom and un­derſtanding here below, ſhall then appear as blood, loathſom and filthy to us; yea, all ſhall appear vain and empty; and inſtead of this Sun and Moon, that is, all earthly and heaven­ly things, thou ſhalt inherit the Lord God himſelf moſt gloriouſly to be thy Sun that ſhall never ſet, and thy Moon that ſhall never change; for then thy God ſhall be thy glory, and thou ſhalt be righteous, and all thy people, and ſhall inherit the land for ever, the land of the living, the living Lord, to be planted as his branch there, living in him as their vine, even the work of his own hand that he hath glo­rified; [Page] and a little one ſhall become a thouſand, and a ſmall one a great Nation; for the Lord will multiply and encreaſe them, yea, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall grow upon them and in them, they ſhall put on ſtrength day­ly from ſtrength to ſtrength.

SECT. LXXXV. The Spirit of the anointing of the Lord, §. 85 what works it doth, binding and looſing, doing all good.
THe Lords anointing of us with the oyl of his Spirit, makes our hearts to overflow, and ſpeak of the loving kindneſs of the Lord to the humble and meek ſpirit; its a ſpirit of binding and looſing, binding up the wounds, and looſing the wicked bands; a ſpirit of liberty to righteouſneſs, and opening, and enlargement to the pri­ſoners; a ſpirit that doth, and pro­claims the acceptable works of the Lord, a ſpirit of vengeance againſt ſin, and yet a comforter to the mourn­ers: it is the Spirit of the Lord that [Page] doth this; it overcomes the ſpirit of ſorrow and heavineſs, death and dark­neſs; it gives beauty for aſhes, joy for mourning, praiſe for heavineſs; it makes them trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, to glorifie him: its a Spirit that is building up; it doth nothing for deſtruction, but all for edification; and what unclean ſpirits have waſted, and ſpoiled, and wounded, and conſumed, this Spirit of the Lord comes to us as a repairer of the waſte places, and the deſolati­ons made, and to reſtore what is loſt; it makes us this anointing of the Spi­rit, the Lords Prieſts, yea the Mini­ſters of God; it ſhall fall upon the Gentile as well▪ as the Jew, and they ſhall eat the riches of his grace toge­ther; I will give them everlaſting joy, and bring them into my everlaſting Covenant; and their ſeed ſhall be the ſeed the Lord hath bleſſed; thou and thine ſhall be like the bride and the bridegroom, deck'd with ornaments and jewels, ſalvation and righteouſneſs, [Page] for their garments: And thou ſhalt be like a fruitful garden, righteouſneſs and praiſe ſhall ſpring forth from thee, and be the fruits in thee.

SECT. LXXXVI. §. 86 Our righteouſneſs brightneſs, and our ſal­vation a burning lamp.
THe Lords zeal for Zion, and his love to Jeruſalem, will not give him reſt, nor peace, till he hath made our brightneſs righteouſneſs; and our ſalvation like the burning lamps, for ever flaming, and yet never ending, being fed with eternity, and all ſee the glory of thee; and the Lords new name ſhall be in thy forehead, which he ſhall give thee, and write on thee: We ſhall be the pure crown of gold, which is a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and as a royal diadem with our God: We ſhall be no more accounted forſaken, or deſolate, as we were once; but be termed Hephz-ibah, the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land called Beulah, thy land married; [Page] for thy God ſhall marry, and rejoyce over thee for ever.

SECT. LXXXVII. §. 87 The Lord thy Watchman day and night.
THe Watchman upon thy walls, O Soul that never ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth, careth for thee, and keeps not ſilence, but remembers thee day and night; neither will the Spirit of the Lord reſt, till thou art eſtabliſhed and made a praiſe to the Lord in the earth: Thou ſhalt not be ſpoiled any more by ſtrangers, nor thy corn, wine and oyl devoured by them any more; the enemy, ſin and Satan, ſhall wrong thee no more, nor the fleſh plunder thee, for thy ſalvation is come, the Lord God is his name, his reward with him, and his work before him: and the Lord ſhall call thee, his Peo­ple, and his Redeemed, ſought out, and not forſaken, the habitation of the Lord through the Spirit.

SECT. LXXXVIII. §. 88 The Lords dyed garments coming from the great ſlaughter of his enemies, ſin and Satan.
[Page]
THe coming of the Lord is with dyed garments, glorious appa­rel, travelling in the greatneſs of ſtrength and righteouſneſs, to ſave us with might, all over red with the winepreſs, treading it alone, trampling upon all thine enemies, and mine, in wrath and fury, till the blood comes; for I will take vengeance on all my adverſaries, now my Redemp­tion is come to thee, and I will help thee, though there be none left elſe beſides me; I am alone, and I will bring down all ſtrength, glory, haugh­tineſs and pride, to the earth, there it ſhall lie in the duſt; then ſhalt thou remember my loving kindneſs alone, and praiſe me for all that I have done for thee: When I was afflicted for thee, and the chaſtiſements of thy peace lay on me, my preſence ſaved [Page] thee, and my love and pity redeemed thee, and carried thee along in ſafety, leading thee by the hand through the terrible wilderneſs, and made my name glorious: you are the habitati­on of my holineſs, I cannot forget you, yea Abraham may, though your own father or mother may caſt you out of their Synagogue, yet I will have thee to rule over them.

SECT. LXXXIX. §. 89 The Lords coming down with power to deſtroy fleſh.
LOrd bow the Heavens, and come down, let the mountains melt at thy preſence; come amongſt us like a melting fire to burn away all droſs and iniquity, that thine adverſaries may tremble and periſh in us, and a­mongſt us, and do terrible things that we looked not for, let ſudden deſtru­ction come upon all fleſh while it cries peace, peace; for eyes have not ſeen, nor ears heard, neither can the Natural perceive the things that are [Page] prepared of God for them that wait on him, and that are to be fulfilled in him; but thou art our God we know, and we thy clay, and thy work, thy people and ſouls thou haſt made, lets not be deſtroyed, but make us a beau­tiful houſe, to praiſe thee; build us up, and let not thy pleaſant things lie waſte, but bring thy treaſure to thy houſe and land.

SECT. XC. The Lord God is found of them that ſought §. 90 not after him.
I The Lord am ſought and found by them that never knew me, nor ſought me, but I them, and they loved me, and beheld me; I opened my heart to them, and ſpred forth my hands, and drew them from g [...]rdens, altars, graves, and groves, mountains and valleys, and from eating ſwines fleſh, and abominable things, and from thine own holineſs and filthineſs, which was like a ſmoke and filth to me, to my own ſelf, and my own [Page] mountain to dwell in; for my bleſſing that is amongſt you I will not quite deſtroy you, but my inheritance ſhall be with you, and I will dwell with you, and all that is with you, and in you, that forſakes me, I will number to the ſword, and bow down to the ſlaughter all that is diſobedient to me; and thus I will do to you my ſervants, in you and amongſt you, you ſhall eat, drink and rejoyce, but what is my revenge in you and amongſt you, you ſhall hunger, thirſt, and be aſha­med, and cry for ſorrow of heart, and howl for vexation of ſpirit, and ſlain, but his ſervant ſhall be called by ano­ther name; and he that bleſſeth him­ſelf in the earth, ſhall bleſs himſelf in the God of earth; and he that ſwear­eth in the earth, ſhall ſwear by the God of the earth; ſo that heaven and earth ſhall give glory to God, and all that dwell therein.

SECT. XCI. §. 91 How all things are made new of God.
[Page]
ANd behold I make all things new, and theſe ſhall be remembred but all the former forgotten, and thou ſhalt rejoyce forever at what I create, for I create truth, peace, ſalvation and righteouſneſs, yea, my rejoycing and my praiſe, there ſhall be no more an infant nor a father, but all ſhall be as one ſtrong man in Chriſt, yea they ſhall have houſes, vineyards, poſſeſſi­ons of their own, and no others; they ſhall no more labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble, but you ſhall be cal­led the bleſſed of the Lord and his off­ſpring; thy God I will be, that hears and anſwers thee, who lives and abides with thee; there ſhall be nothing that doth hurt in all my Mountain, but the Wolf and Lamb, Lion and Bul­lock, ſhall lie down together: there ſhall be nothing elſe but reſt amongſt them, all living in one.

SECT. XCII. §. 92 Though heaven and earth be my houſe, yet I will dwell in you.
[Page]
ANd though heaven be my throne, and the earth my footſtool, yet this is not my dwelling, nor the place of my Reſt, but in the houſes and dwellings of men; you are my build­ing and houſe, the humble and the con­trite heart will I live with; and till I come to live with them, all their wor­ſhip and ſacrifice, yea their lambs, and offerings are abominable to me, I hate them all, till I am formed in them, and when I am thus formed in thee, all that hate thee hate me, then your ſouls ſhall not delight in theſe things which I delight not in, nor when I call ſhall they not anſwer, but they ſhall delight in the Lord alone, and nothing elſe.

SECT. XCIII. §. 93 Zion brings forth, yea a whole Nation in a day, and that without pain.
[Page]
THe ſoul that trembles at my Word, though he be caſt out falſly for my names ſake, and think they glorifie me in it, yet let them know their zeal is without knowledg; and who hath required this at their hands, but you ſhall be juſtified, and they aſhamed, and the Voyce of the Lord ſhall be heard from his Temple with us, that Zion travelleth, and is de­livered without pain: Was ever ſuch a thing heard or ſeen, that a whole Na­tion ſhould be born at once, and brought forth in one day? And why cannot the Lord do it? Shall he bring to the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth, or then ſhall the Lord ſhut the womb? No, no, be glad and rejoyce with her all ye that love her, take of the breſts of her conſolation, and be ſatisfied, delight thy ſoul in the abun­dance of her glory, for her peace ſhall [Page] be like a river, and her glory as a ſtream; you ſhall be born on her ſides, and be dandled on her knees; I will comfort you as a mother comforteth her children; for by fire and a ſword ſhall the Lord plead with all fleſh, and make it as a loathſom carcaſs, but you ſhall remain for ever, and worſhip before me.
Thus I have finiſhed this Book of Iſaiah in much ſorrow, weakneſs and trouble, and dare not yet venture to proceed, till I finde a more conve­nient time for it, then I have had for this firſt Volume, it being brought forth in the midſt of our troubles here at London, while the Army was a­mongſt you, and theſe great things acted, as the Charge, Tryal and Exe­cution of the King; in all which time this was ſome repaſt and refreſhment to write theſe things, though it was by fits and ſtarts, yet the Lord may make it uſeful, in ſome meaſure, for the good of others: Being called away now [Page] from London, I am forced to break off here in the midway, elſe I might ſhew you the Book of Jeremiah opened in Man, Ezekiel and Daniel, with the leſſer Prophets, one by one fulfilled in us; as alſo the New Teſtament, how we have the everlaſting Goſpel taught us by the Spirit of Chriſt in our hearts, together with his Birth, Life, Doctrine, Works and Death of Chriſt formed in us; as alſo his Re­ſurrection, Aſcenſion and Glorificati­on within us, Chriſt riſen. Again, how we are the Acts of Chriſt, and how Chriſt is all our Acts and Works; it is he doth all for us, and in us. And again, how we are his Epiſtles, yea the heavenly and holy Epiſtles of Chriſt, written by God on the Tables of his Hand, our hearts known and read of all men; how we are the Lords Church, Spouſe, Members and Body, his Building, Planting, Temple and Dwelling. Laſtly, how we are the Lords Revelations and Viſions to whom he ſhews himſelf, and the things that are, [Page] have been, and are ro come, things paſt, preſent, and to come, afar off, or nigh at hand; we are theſe whom the Lord raviſhes in Spirit, in his day, when that comes upon us, and then he tells us all things, and takes us up to heaven to ſee himſelf in all, and all in himſelf, opening heaven, and revealing his whole Will and Counſel: We are that ſealed Book, whom the Lamb takes and opens, for he is worthy, and we are theſe that ſhall have the honor to ſay, Come, come, come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly: Thus the Bride ſhall ſay, and we are thoſe that ſhall have ei­ther all theſe Bleſſings, Graces, Gifts, Mercies, Promiſes, Comforts and Glories that are in heaven and earth written or revealed in the whole Scrip­tures, or elſe all the curſes, woes, la­mentations, miſeries, threatnings and torments written in the whole Book of God to fall upon us; thus eternally happy, or eternally miſerable: but all theſe things I leave to the Day of the Lord to bring forth in me, to per­fect [Page] his praiſes, that as the Lord hath began, ſo he would continue, and bring to the end of this Book of the Scrip­tures, that we may be in the Lord God both the Alpha and the Omega of it.




§
I Know many things are amiſs here, the faults can hardly be numbered, that come either from the Author, Writer, Printer, or Reader, I pray thee paſs them by, amend what is amiſs, and make uſe of what is good, trying all things, hold­ing fast that which is good, conſidering thou alſo mayſt do amiſs; and truly this is all I can ſay in excuſe, that I wanted time to write what was in my mind, only made uſe of the night, never read it much, leſs time to correct it, but am importuned to print it, and to preſs thy patience with it, let patience then have its per­fect work here▪
Thine T▪ Butler.

FINIS
[Page]
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