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¶ For ye inſtruccion of all ſuche as deſire to know howe the Apoſtolyke hoſpitall & confraternite of the holy gooſt in Rome was firſte founde / and by whome it was eſta­bliſſhed and / in what place it is edifyed: in this litell trea­tyſe here folowynge it ſhalbe declared.
¶ Fyrſte ye ſhall vnderſtande / that this ſayd hoſpital is edified nere vnto ye water of Tymber a this ſyde the brid  [...]  [...]ynt Ange within a large boow ſhote of ſaynt Pe  [...]  [...]urche and palayes of our holy father ye pope / and next vnto brydge (that nowe is fallen in decaye & ruyne) the whiche is called the brydge of Nero. And more ouer within the ſayde Hoſpitall is a fountayne / whiche yet at this tyme is called the fountayne of Nero. And where as nowe is the vynyarde of the ſayde Hoſpitall / ſome tyme there ſtode the palayes of Nero. And alſo where as now ſtandeth the churche of the ſayd hoſpitall (as we fynd by writynge) the ſayde Nero cauſed a howſe to be buylded / whiche was called Taberna meritoria: that is to ſay the houſe of pyte / the whiche houſe the ſayd Nero let buylde to the ſimylytude of another called Taberna meritoria: where as nowe is edified the churche of our Lady / ouer water of Tymber / in the whiche place at the houre that our ſauiour Ieſu was borne ſprange a fountayne of oyle the whiche ranne into Tymber in the ſyght of all people. And in to this forſayd howſe were reſceyued all auncient gentylmen & men of warre / that had trauayled in batayle aboute the publike welthe / whiche in theyr age were fallē in pouerte / and were nat able to ſocoure them ſelfe: than in the ſayd houſe they were honeſtly nouriſſhed.
¶ And ſith ye tyme our feyth catholyke hath ben eſtabliſ­ſhed and augmented / in the ſayd place hath ben edified a ryghte fayre churche in the worſhyppe of god / and of the virgyn Marye / the whiche was called Sancta Maria [Page] ¶ Alſo in the ſayd hoſpitall to reſceyue the ſeke people be ordeyned. iii. C. beddes / where ſometyme ye ſhall ſe. iii. or iiii. C. ſeke folke and moo.
¶ Alſo the children that be gyuen to the ſayd hoſpitall to gouerne: for as many as they haue (both in the ſayd Ho­ſpitall & i the coūtre / ye whiche be put to nouriſſhe at a pla­ce acuſtomed for them / tyll they be. v. or. vi yere of age) for eche of thoſe childrē they pay a ducate a moneth / & ſomty­me they haue a M. & ſomtyme mo: the whiche they kep [...] & nouriſſhe tyll they be able to lerne ſome ſciēce: & ſome of ye men children be religious men / & ſome craftꝭ men & ſome be  (ser)uauntis in the ſayd place. And likewyſe they kepe the mayden children tyll they be ſpouſable / & than they mary them honorably at the diſpence of the ſayd hoſpitall.
¶ Alſo in the ſayd hoſpitall be preſtes & religious men / ye ſerue god both day & nyght. And there be alſo. iii. C. lrvi. hoſpitals belongynge to the ſayd hoſpitall / the whiche be in diuers coūtres: & in them alſo ye ſaid warkꝭ of mercy be acompliſſhed. And in the forſayd hoſpitall dayly is a dole of brede & mete to pore people from mornynge to noone.
¶ Alſo in the ſayd hoſpitall be many ſeruauntꝭ / that take wages: and alſo they fynde many ſouldiours / that gard & defēde certayne caſtels: as the caſtell of ſaynte Seuere Tryꝑgule / & other beynge on the ꝑtes of the myſcreantꝭ. wherfore Pope Innocent the .viii. Alexander the .vi. Piꝰ the .iii. Iuly the .ii. and alſo our holy father pope Leo that nowe is / ſeynge ye great coſt & charge of the ſayd hoſpital ye whiche they be nat able to ſuſteyne without the charite & almes of criſtē peple: wherfore our ſaid holy father hath cōfirmed & extended the confraternite / & all the indulgences of the ſayd hoſpitall / wyllynge that it ſhulde be publiſ­ſhed / & conduted in all places within criſtendome: as it ap pereth in the bulles & vulgaries of the ſayd holy fathers.
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¶ Alſo the ſayd indulgence & cōfraternite were neuer denulled / reuoked / nor violate: but alway augmented. Alſo the warkes of miſericorde of the ſayd hoſpitall dayely be augmented by the helpe of good criſten people / and prin­cipally within this Royalme by the ſacred maieſte of the mooſte myghty kynge of Englande / the mooſt reuerent father my lorde Cardinall and legate / my lorde the Ar­chibyſſhop of Caunturbury Prymate of England / and of all other prelates.
¶ Alſo the ſayd holy matter is conduted by the verray religiouſe ꝑſones of the ſayd hoſpitall and ordre of the holy gooſt: amonge whom is a ſpeciall Comyſſarie / whyche maye make and ordeyne perpetually the ſayd confrater­nyte and indulgēce in all churches / where he and his ſub­ſtitutes ſhall erecte the forſayd pardone.
¶ Wherfore than ſo great and digne pardone / gyuen for ſo holy a cauſe ought uat to be refuſed: but with great de­uocion ſhulde be deſired both for them that be alyue / and for them that be deed.
¶ And fynally / though no pardon were graunted to the ſayd hoſpitayll / yet for the honoure of god / and to fulfyll the markes at myſericorde / that euery criſten man & wo­man ought to put to theyr helpynge handes to the ſuſten facion of ye pore people and other warkes of charite that dayly he done in the ſayd hoſpitall / to the ende yt for theyr good dedes (done in thys worlde) they may opteyne the ioye of paradiſe and reygne with the father and the ſone / and the holy gooſt worlde without ende. Amen.
¶ Thus end [...]h the diſcripcion and foundacion of the holy apoſtol [...]  [...]oſpitall of the holy Gooſt in R [...]  [...]ulgar­ly called Saynte Eſp [...].
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¶ The diſcripcion / and foūdacion of the ho­ly apoſtolyke Hoſpitall / and Confraternite of the holy Gooſt in Rome / and by whome it was fyrſte founde and edified.
[depiction of the Holy Ghost, in the form of a dove, descending on Mary, mother of Jesus, and twelve disciples]
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