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By Nathaniel Smith Student in Phyſick, who was him­ſelf a Quaker, and converſant among them for the ſpace of about XIV. Years.
LONDON, Printed for L. C. and are to be ſold by the Book-Sellors of London.


To the Right Honourable GEORGE, LORD DELAMER OF Dunbam-Maſſey, In the County Palatine of Cheſter.
[Page]
[Page]
My Lord,

ALthough the Author of the following Treatiſe doth gi [...]e the World a good Account, concerning a Court-Spiritual, lately Erected among the men called Qu [...]kers, by their own Uſurped P [...]ero­gative-Royal; yet I hear no News of any Court of Honour, held in that So­ciety, except that Sordid Principle and Practiſe of theirs be One where­by they Ar [...]aigne, Cenſure, and Con­demn all Great and Honourable names, by which the King (the Criſtal Fountain of Honour) is pleaſed to Dignifie, and diſtinguiſh many Noble, Reverend, and Worthy Perſons in Church and State. Shall I therefore (my Lord) have leave to offer a few Words from the Scriptures of Truth, to theſe men in Juſtification of Titles, Geſtures, and other Significati­ons of Honour; which I apprehend my ſelf ſomewhat concern'd to do for theſe three Reaſons:
1. That I might give you your due and proper Title (my Lord) not by way of Flattery and Complement but accor­ding to Duty and Judgment. And
2. That theſe great Pretenders to Light (if poſſible) might be Enlightned, in the Point of Honour, which they have been Taught (but not of God) to diſ-uſe, yea, to Diſpiſe and Villifie.
3. That I may maintain the Honour and Reputation of True [Page] Religion, which doth not teach men to be Clowns, but is in Truth the beſt Breeding, and m [...]ſt exact Education in the whole World; teaching us how to behave our ſelves with Reverence and Godly Fear towards God, and with all due Reſpect to all men, eſpecially to Superiours in Church, State, and Families. Let Jacob, a perſon of ſignal Piety toward God, and of very great Civility to m [...]n, be well weigh'd by thoſe that profeſs themſelves to be his Seed
Moſes in his firſt Book called Geneſis in the 32 and 33 Chapters, hath Recorded at large the Prudent, Decent, Civil, Cou [...]tly Carriage of Jacob towards his Brother Eſau, when Eſau and he were on their March to meet each other, and at their meeting and Inter-view. Tis to be ſeen in thoſe two Chapters, that Jacob did call himſelf five times Eſau's Serv [...]nt; and call'd Eſau eight times, my Lord Eſau; and bow'd himſelf ſeven times to the ground when he came into the preſence of Eſau.
To me (my Lord) tis very evident that this lo [...]ty Language, and lowly Geſture of Jacob, came only from his great Prudence; thus to pacifie the ſuppos'd Diſpleaſure and W [...]th of Eſau, and from his well-inform'd Conſcience, which told him, it was his Duty to Honour his Elder Brother Eſau, upon t [...]e account of Seniority, and P [...]emogeniture. For,
1. The Love of God mentioned in Mal [...]bi, and the Promiſe made to Rebecca, as recited by St. Paul, Rom.  [...]. 10, 11, 12, 13. Seem to ſingle out, and ſolely to refer to the Perſon of Jacob, not of Eſau. When Rebecca had Conceiv'd by one, even by our Fa­ther Iſaac, it was ſaid unto her (by the Lord himſelf, Gen. 25. 23) The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, as it is written (Mal. 1. 23.) Ja­cob have I Loved, but Eſa [...] have I hated. This Promiſe and Decla­ration of God, ſeems to abſolve Jacob from all Service and Ho­mage to Eſau, and to oblige Eſau to ſerve and bow before Jacob, as his Lord and Superiour; but tis apparent, that though the Names of the Two Twins, Jacob and Eſau, are only nam'd, yet not their Perſons, but their reſpective Poſterities are intended, as any man may eaſily ſee, that will compare Ro [...]. 9. 10. &c. Mal. 1. 2, 3 Gen. 25. 21, 22, 23. That Jacob underſtood the Promiſe made to his Mother, not of any Perſonal Election of Jacob, or Repro­bation of Eſau; nor of Perſonal Subjection and Submiſſion of the Elder Brother to the Younger, Jacobs Fact fully ſhews: who did, notwithſtanding the Promiſe aforeſaid, Serve and Honour Eſau, as he wa [...] Jacob's firſt-born Brother; and as Eſau was now grown Great, Rich, and Potent.
[Page]2. I [...] was not want or neceſſity that made the good man bow before Eſau; for God had bleſſed Jacob alſo with a very fair and plenti­ful Eſtate at this time; the very preſent ſent to Eſau, was a good Eſtate of it ſelf, Gen. 32. 13, 14, 15.
3. Jacob was now diſteſſed, and greatly afraid (Gen. 32. 7, 11.) of Eſau's real Force, and ſuſpected Violence, looking every mo­ment, when He and all His ſhould be Slain by the hand of Eſau, who was now not far off with 400 men at his Heels; and would ſo Good, ſo Holy a man as Jacob dare to die Diſſembling and Lying? No certainly, not to ſave his own Life and the Lives of all His.
4. Jacob pray'd earneſtly to his God for Deliverance; and is it Reaſon or Charity, to think that a Soul ſo devout as his was, would Call on God in Truth, (as doubtleſs he did, Gen. 32. 10, 11, 12.) and multiply Lyes in reiterating my Lord, &c. thy Ser­vant, &c. to Eſau at the ſame time?
5. God did ſo Graciouſly appear to Jacob at this juncture, that he ſaw God face to face, Gen. 32. from verſ. 24. to 31. And durſt he tell to Eſau ſo many Lyes? and look the God of Truth in the face at the ſame time? Surely No, except we will ſuppoſe him much more prophane than Eſau, who is for a far leſs Offence than Lying, called prophane, Heb. 12. 16.
6. (And laſtly,) Let it be conſider'd; That Jacob is ſaid in Scripture, to be a plain man; it may be ſaid of the Quaker I confeſs in ſhort, Planus eſt, which is plain enough in the Narra­tive; but Honeſt, Holy, Condeſcentious Jacob was Vir integer, Gen. 25. 27. Therefore his Words and Geſture toward Eſau, were in Singleneſs, and Integrity of Heart.
I have (my Lord) ſaid the m [...]re upon this Subiect, becauſe this Dedication will (with the Book) come to the View of that Sort of men mention'd in St. Jude, v. 8. Who deſpite Dominion, ( [...], Lordſhip) and ſpeak Evil of Dignities, though the very ſame ſtupid Souls do Dignifie themſelves with a more Arbitrary Power, than the papa Supremacy; Witneſs, their Bull, and Sentence of Excommunication againſt Nathaniel Smith, the Author of the following Account.
Now I come (Right Honourable) to tell; firſt, why this Nar­rative touching the Quakers, is Dedicated to your Lordſhip: And ſecondly, how the Dedication came to be drawn by my Pen.
1. You may (my Lord) pleaſe to remember that I did the laſt moneth, ſhew you the Manuſcript, and left it in your hand to be [Page] perus'd at your Leaſure, in order to it's Publication; and about a Week after, I again attended you, to know your Thoughts, con­ce [...]ing the Copy: you were then pleaſed to tell me, it was your Opinion it ought to be Printed, and not yours only, but likewiſe the ſenſe of an other Noble Lord, the Right Honourable William Lord Brereton of Brereton in Cheſhire; your Lordſhip having it ſeems ſhewed it to that Perſon of Honour: It was no ſmall En­couragement towards the Printing, to have the Imprimature of two ſo Vertuous, Learned, and Solid Lords; which was in part the Reaſon of this Dedication to your Honour.
2. The Author was born in the County of Chester, and there he firſt took the Infection of Quakeriſme, which he did not only profeſs, but Induſtriouſly Publiſh in thoſe parts: Wherefore he thought fit to direct his Recantation thither, under the Patronage your Noble Name.
As to the laſt Query: How came I to Pen this Epiſtle Dedicatory?
I Anſw. 1. The Author (who was always Infirm) fell ſick, and died ſhortly after I had receiv'd his Manuſcript from your Lord­ſhip: Who, though he had liv'd a Quaker too long, yet died not the Death of thoſe Self-righteous men, but departed this Life like St. Stephen, Calling upon the ſame Lord and Saviour, to whom Stephen pray'd, and in the ſame Words which that Great Saint and P [...]oto-Martyr us'd in his laſt Prayer; Saying with that Holy man to the laſt, Lord Jeſus Receive my Spirit; and I dare not doubt but that the Lord  [...]eard his Prayer: for he Called (I queſtion not) upon the True and Only Lord and Saviour, with a True and Contrite heart. He did (my Lord) a little before his Depar [...]e, deſi [...]e me to prepare a Dedication to your Lordſhip, which I have accordingly done, to gratifie the Deſire of my De­ce [...]ſed Friend and Country-man.
2dly. I was willing (my Lord) to attempt this publique Epistle, that t [...]e [...]eby I might the better declare and ſignifie, that I hear­tily Love and Honour your Lordſhip; Wiſhing you, and your No­ble, Cur [...]e [...]s, and Religious Lady, all Happineſs in this World, and in that to come: And ſo Subſcribe my ſelf your Lordſhips
Ever Oblig'd, and very Faithful Servant, Randolph Yearwood.
 London. Feb. 13 1668.



The Epiſtle to the Reader.
[Page]
Courteous Reader,

IT having pleaſed God to raiſe up in me a true Soul towards Him, and alſo to g [...]e me an Ʋnderſtanding, to under [...]d thoſe th [...]s which are ju [...]t and true; by which meanes he hath t [...]ght me, To do unto all Men as I would be done unto; therefore it hath cauſed Me to write theſe few Lines unto Thee, as alſo this following not that I have done it out of envy unto this People but out of love; for it may pleaſe God, that by theſe meanes, they being p [...]blickly reproved, may cauſe them to Relinquiſh ſome of their grand Errors, and not at any time publiſh them any more, or peradventure quite d [...]ſdain them in the Radix of the ſame; but however, I hope that thou, who ever thou art, that art inclinable unto that way, when thou haſt read over this enſuing, and doth underſtand thoſe things which is here diſ­  [...]ered to thee▪ that thou will have a care of running into thoſe grand Errors, and that thou will endeavour to over-turn them, as not fit to be ſpoke amongst any that believe that there is a God; for to deny that there is either Angels, Spirits, or Souls of Men after this Li [...]e, they may as well deny that there is a God; and if there be no puniſh­ment after this Life, then what need Men  [...]are what they do whilſt they live in this life, or what care ſhould they take for an Immortal  [...]eeing hereafter; but I hope that thou, who ever thou art, of what Sect, Forme, or Diſpenſation ſoever, that thou will have a care of  [...]is, and flee from it, as thou would'ſt flee Death, or the moſt de­  [...]ructive Dragon, or deadly Poyſon; for this is as Poyſon to the Soul, and leadeth to Eternal Death.
For if thou believe▪ that what thou doth in this life, is alſo puniſhed in the ſame, and that there ſhall be no further account given of it, then are the Ranters▪ and Heathens in the beſt condition; for there is nothing that doth trouble them, for the [...] believe that there is  [...] God, and ſo no puniſhment after this life, and therefore no matter of Conſcience unto them what they do▪ and if ever thou come to be­  [...]eve, as ſome of the Quakers do, then thou dost believe as the Hea­then [Page] do; but my deſire▪ is, that thou and all others may fear the Lord, and walk uprightly before him, and fear to offend him, know­ing that he hath power to puniſh after this life, and to  [...]aſt the Soul into Eternal Flames, Where there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth.
Whereas I have given thee an account of their Courts, it is but to let thee underſtand, that all Sects, Formes, or other Diſpenſations, if thou pleaſe to  [...]all them ſo, (or by what Name ſoever) after they have raiſed to themſelves a conſiderable number of Pe [...]ple, then they go about to ſet up themſelves, and make to themſelves Laws, whereby they may Govern, and bear Rule  [...]ne over another; for theſe People called the Q [...]akers, were the only People that did ſpeak againſt this, and ſaid, That Man ought to fear God, and to walk juſtly before him, and be taught of him; but now they have a Rule or a Light to walk by, (or rather a Law) and if any do not obſerve this, then he is  [...]a [...]t out from amongſt them, as not being one of the Flock of God.
Laſtly, I have given thee an account of the way, and manner, how thou mayeſt attain to be a Quaker, and profit by it, in which thou muſt only underſtand, that it is to diſcover to thee, that under any Sect, or Forme, the moſt have an outward ſhew; and if they want any of thoſe outſide appearances, then they ſhall not be looked upon, as any that hath any part in God, but as thoſe that God hath caſt off; but if they have all thoſe things, then ſhall they be highly eſteemed of by thoſe of the ſame Sect; and by theſe meanes there are many who go amongst them only for profit, and by that meanes advance them­ſelves, and their Estates; and many times this is done by pretence of having a great meaſure of the Spirit, when they have nothing but de­ceit in them, and ſeek only to deceive.
As for the reſt, which thou ſhalt finde written, which hath not been ſpoken of, I ſhall leave to thy own genius to make conſtructions of it, hoping that thon wilt take it in the beſt ſence; and if there ſhould be any Errors, either through my weakneſs, or want of Correction, if thou do the like to them, then ſhalt thou ever ingage thy Servant,
Nathaniel Smith Student in Phyſick.



CHAP. I. Wherein are Diſcovered my Inducements, to follow this Sect of People called QUAKERS.
[Page]
HAving from my Youth, an earneſt Deſire after thoſe things that were Juſt, Honeſt, and Good: I ſet my ſelf to find out thoſe means that might Conduce thereunto, if by any means I might Satisfie my Doubting Soul; Notwithſtanding, I found no Satisfaction for ſome Years. At laſt, came a People which were called Quakers, declaring, That the Kingdom of Heaven was in Man, and that there was a Light, or Ʋnderſtanding in every man, which did ſhew  [...] Good, and Evil; and that this was a Divine Light, or meaſure, which was given to all men, to Rule, Guide, and Govern themſelves by it, and ſufficient to bring them to the Knowledge of God, and the Myſte­  [...]es of Godlineſs: Theſe things I pondering in my Heart, and con­ſ [...]dering that ſwift Witneſs in my Breaſt, which did condemn me, when I did what was Unjuſt, and Juſtifie me, when I did that which was Good; theſe things wrought in me a ſtrong Belief, that what they ſpake, was Truth. Further, they declared, that we were the Sons of ADAM, made of the ſame Mold, and  [...]at it was only the Pride and Ambition of Men, that they ſought to bear Rule over one another, and to bring their Fellow-Ser­vants into Subjection, by Oppreſſion and Cruelty, if they reſuſ­  [...] to ſubmit; affirming, that all ought to live Soberly and Righ­teouſly, without Oppoſing or Oppreſſing o [...]e another; For as [Page] [...][Page] [...][Page]we were all the Sons of Adam, ſo there ought to be no reſpect of Perſons amongſt us; but that we ſhould live ſoberly one among another, as Brethren and Children of the ſame Parent; That we ought not to look upon one another as Lord or maſter, but to be of one Heart and Mind, Worſhip­ing God in ſingleneſs of hear [...], without Lordſhip or Dominion one over a­nother; That none ſhould bear Rule over anothers Conſcience, that all ſhould live together in Lo [...]; without B [...]ck [...]iting, or ſpeaking Evil one of another; that Love and Ʋnity might ab [...]d amongſt us, and we become a Choice People to God. Theſe, and the like Doctrines, did ſo ex­ceedingly work upon me, (being at that time about 19, Years of Age) that I reſolved to acquaint my ſelf farther with them, and with their Doct [...]in; and in order hereunto, I did frequent their Meetings, where I heard them declare, That man ought to doe unto all  [...]en as he would that they ſhould do unto him; alſo that they ought to fear the Lord, refraining from Evil, and all Ʋngodly actions: and as I ſaid before, that men ſhould not Lord it over one another, by rea­ſon of their great Eſtates; for all Kings, Princes and Nobles of the Earth, are no more in the eye of the Lord, than the Beggar on the Dung­  [...]il: that God did delight as much in the meaneſt Perſon, if they walk Righteouſly before him, as he did in the greateſt Potentates: So that all Worſhiping and Preferring of one before another, was contrary to Truth. All theſe things I conſidered in my ſelf, and finding no­thing in them then but what was conſiſtent with their Teaching, I joyned with them, and with much fervency of Spirit, did endea­vour to inſtruct others in the ſame, that they might walk up­rightly, and ſoberly before their Creator, that ſo they might find reſt to their Souls, when Time ſhall be no more; but for this Time of this Terreſtial being, they could not expect but to have Trouble and Tribulation; but this was but for a time, and this time was ſoon paſt, and then they ſhould have Reſt for their Souls for ever.
This is the whole ſcope of that which I did intend by it, (that is to ſay) That man was compoſed of Soul, Body, and Spirit; and at the Diſſolution of this Body, that the Soul ſhould ſtil remain a Spiritual body, which ſhould be capable of joy, or of Sorrow. This Reſolution, Faith, and Belief, I was reſolved to ſtand to, and that none ſhould move it; As alſo, all that man could do, in Speaking and Teaching, was but to direct them to Chriſt, and that he alone was the only Help and Way to Salvation; and by him the Soul ſhould be re­deemed [Page] from ſin; and that he was the Rock of Ages, and all Ge­nerations that put their Truſt in him, and fall down before the greatneſs of his Majeſty, with humble and contrite ſubmiſſion of our ſins, and true Repentance, which was not to be repented of; Further de [...]laring, that there was none able to give a Remiſſion for ſin, but Chriſt; and that all thoſe that did pretend to forgive ſins were out of the Truth, and that all Laws made or holden upon that account, were Erroneous, falſe, and out of the Truth; and all thoſe that did pretend to remit any Sins or Tranſgreſſions, were out of the Truth; and were of Antichriſt, and that old Serpent the Devil; for they had no power to call any to an account for ſin, and to remit at their pleaſure.
Of the Quakers Self-contradictions, Abuſes, Back­bitings, and falſe Accuſing one another; as alſo of their Active Perſecution.
NOw after ſome time I had ſpent upon this account, being not burthenſome to any, for I never took money, nor moneys­worth of any Perſon; whereas, there were ſome that did take both Silver and Gold, with other things; but I laboured with my own hands for my bread, and money that I ſpent, and was not beholding to any.
Now after a ſhort time, there crept in amongſt them, ſome who lookt after their Intereſt; and whereas ſome of them were poor before, now begin to thrive in the World; and then they went on with their Miniſtery with more courage; and if they were caſt into Priſon, then they had all their buſineſs done for them, better than others could have done; for their moneys, and all things were pro­vided for them, as well as if they had been at home: by this means their Miniſtery was no burthen to them; for the Rich would help them with Money, Horſes, and Waynes, and the Poor with La­bour▪ ſo that there was nothing wanting. But this, in a ſhort time, did beget ſome Heart-burnings amongſt them; for thoſe that did do the moſt moſt for them, thoſe were the only men in their Eyes, and were the moſt eſteemed by them; Here one may ſee how Gifts blind the Eyes of the Wiſe.
But this turned to Heart-burning in ſome, ſeeing others to be ſo [Page] much eſteemed, not that their Righteouſneſs did exceed others, but that their Gifts did purchaſe Favour and Affection; the other not able to do the like, did ſpeak privately one to another about it, and ſaid, This thing ought not to be: Some, as amongſt all others, were too ready to carry Tales, whch is better taken with theſe Perſons, than if they had brought them a preſent according to their Ability; the others ſeeing alſo that the back-biters and tale-bearers did come in favour, did ſtumble at it? but they might as well keep  [...]ilence, for if they did complain, they told them that they had loſt their firſt Love, and were clouded, and Darkneſs was come over them, and that they muſt mind their own conditions, and not look out at others, Some that were but weak, did think that all that they did ſay was true, and that they could not Erre; therefore they betook themſelves to their Repentances, and after, learned better manners: But ſome o­thers that did underſtand better, and knew that thoſe things were not right, ſtood to it; ſo that this begat much Contention a­mongſt them. But while theſe were ſpeaking one againſt another, the others that believed the Miniſters could not Erre, they were re­penting of their own Miſcarriages for ſpeaking againſt their Mini­ſters, and the other that took their part, which were able and ſufficient men, of good Repute, and might be Servicable unto them that were Poor. And now by this time they are come into the Unity again; but the other ſtand in the ſame, telling them that thoſe Actions are like the World, and that it is not according to the Truth to reſpect Perſons: But then comes theſe New Penitents, which are again reformed, and theſe take the part with the other, and begin to reprove them that ſtand out, telling them that they them­ſelves were in the ſame ſtate as now they are, and that they, through the goodneſs of God, came to ſee their loſs, and how they loſt the Unity; and if ever they thought to come to Peace, they muſt con­demn that in themſelves, for ſpeaking againſt the Miniſters, and the other good Friends that ſtand in the Unity and Love, and that they muſt ſhrink down and mind their own Condition, and judge that down which is the cauſe of the breach of Unity, and then they ſhould have Peace.
But the other being of a more ſingle Judgment, ſtill ſtand to it, which cauſeth their Miniſters to look ſtrange upon them, and will not own them; and if it chance, at any time, the Miniſters take them by the hand to give them a gentle Reproof, they will but [Page] touch the tip-ends of their Fingers; and this is a ſign to all the reſt of their Friends; and this Perſon or Pyrſons ſo Saluted with the right hand of Fellowſhip, hath loſt his Condition, and is now fal­ling from the Truth; even all that obſerve this, begin to be ſtrange to him: then this man perceiving their Unjuſtneſs in theſe things, and ſeeing their partiality, doth withdraw and leave them off, but for modeſty-ſake paſſeth it over, and with ſilence. But now I pray you, which of theſe  [...]our are the juſteſt men? whether he that giveth to purchaſe Favour, or he that receives to ſhew it? or he that once ſpoke againſt them, and now is ſorry for it? or he that ſtandeth to his Prin­ciples?
Theſe Contentions were not only amongſt the Common ſort, but alſo among their Miniſters; for when they had been forth in ſome certain Country, where they had raiſed a People to themſelves, then ſome other of them came that way; and peradventure, he was in more Favour than the firſt which had taken all the payns, and many times ſuffered long Impriſonment in thoſe Parts; then when thoſe which came after, were the moſt in reſpect amongſt them; the o­ther ſeeing this, that the other got the Fruit of his Labour, he was much diſ-ſatisfied, that the other ſhould after this ſort have his Biſhop­prick taken from him, and another to enjoy the Fruit of the ſame: and as it were, to carry the Fame of it to himſelf: theſe many times would fall to Words; but ſometimes it fell out, that the firſt, through Diſſatisfaction, returned home, and went to Viſit his People no more.
I beholding all theſe Carriages amongſt them, did put me ſome­thing in a ſtand, but thought that it was their Weakneſs; but then I was reſolved to obſerve all Tranſactions, hoping that in time all theſe things would be at an end, and ſo it was as unto that; for af­ter they did not take ſo much notice where they had been at the firſt; but for all this, ſome of them got amongſt thoſe, that which they did never deſerve, and made it benefical unto them for many Years after.
Not long before this, they ſpoke againſt Marriage, and ſaid, That it was for Luſt; and that men ought to live ſoverly, For all Luſt came of the Devil: and ſo they ſpoke againſt Marriage in general; but this continued not above three or four Years, at which time, they began to Marry in Priſon: and there was the firſt Marriage that I ever knew of.
[Page]
After this, that their Miniſters did marry in Priſons, then the Common ſort would marry in the Meeting: And it was after this manner; Thoſe two that were reſolved to go together, (and many times there was not one that did know it beſides themſelves,) the Man and the Woman would ſtand up in the midſt of them, or in ſome convenient place; the Man declaring after this manner, I take this Woman to Wife: And after, departed and went together as Man and Wife.
There were ſome alſo which were diſſatisfied about ſome things which the other did hold, whereupon, there grew ſuch Diſſentions amongſt them, that the one party would acknowledge the other nei­ther to be of God, nor of the Truth; with ſome of theſe George Fox did encounter himſelf, but that would not overturn them, but ſtill remained in their obſtinacy; whereupon, there was, as it were, open War betwixt them, indeavouring to over throw each other; but George Fox got the greater Party on his ſide, and then did he with all his might endeavour to over throw the other; and if any of the other went to preach, or ſpeak, in any Place or Meeting, he ſent others of his Miniſters to procl [...]me againſt them, and ſaid, that he would follow them, that they ſhould have no reſt in England.
After this manner, when they were a little at reſt from their Per­ſecution of others, then they begin to perſec [...]te one another: That being about five or ſix years ago, they had no Court; by which means there was ſuch broyling. Judging, Condemning, and back­biting one of another, that it would have made a civil man that underſtood not their Wayes, to have abhorred them for ever, to hear what Accuſations they brought one againſt another; and tis to be feared, that the greateſt part of them was true: but all this while I was reſolved to take neither the one, nor the others part, but to make peace if I could, which I knew▪ would not be any offence to ei­ther. But before this Quarrel was fully ended, George Fox was caſt into Lancaſter Caſtle, and there  [...]o remain as long as pleaſe his Majeſty.

The firſt Cauſe of my diſlike, as to the Quakers; and chiefly, of certain Principles hold [...]n by George Fox, and others.
IN March 1664. or 1665▪ I hearing that George Fox was at Lan­ca [...]er in Priſon, I was reſolved to go to the place, and there to [Page] remain for a certain tim [...]; as alſo, to have ſome Diſcourſe with Geo. Fox. After ſome few dayes were ſpent, Geo Fox had heard that I held the Earth to be round; and that when it was day with us, it was night in other places; he was then deſi [...]ous to convince me of this my Errour, (as he thought) and to make me Relinq [...]iſh all ſuch Tenents: I being come to the Caſtle where he was, he came to me, and Jo. Stubs told him of my Principle concerning the Earth, and its roundneſs; whereupon, Geo. told me that it was fl [...]t, and brought Arguments for it; that let a M [...] travel never ſo far, he ſhall not ſee the Earth to bend round; he alſo affirmed, that when it was 12. of the Clock with us, that then it was 12. of the Clock all the World over. Then I asked him▪ whether there was a new Sun every day? he anſwered, No, there was but one Sun; then ſaid I, what becomes of it in the Night? or does it give light or not? or doth it go down into the Sea to cool it ſelf? he ſaid it went croſs back again ſome way. But when he could not hold his Diſ­courſe, then he began to father all this his Errours upon his Spi [...]it of Revelation; and ſaid, that it was revealed to him that it was ſo, and therefore it muſt ſtand for Truth, ( [...]e thinking that I would ſubmit to that as many others do, which believe all that he and ſome others ſay is a Divine Truth, and muſt not be contradicted by any;) but at the laſt, reaſon did over-power theſe Divine Revelati­ons. This was in the Great Room or Hall in Lancaſter Caſtle.
At another time, I ſpake of Spirits, and ſaid, that there were Spiritual bodies and Angels; but he denied all; and ſaid, that the [...]e was Light and Darkneſs; and the one was of God, and the other of the Devil; (meaning rather, that the one was God, and the o­ther the Devil,) and that there was no diſtinct Spirits nor Angels, for he could never ſee them in the Divine Light. And further, did affi [...]m, that if there were any, he ſhould have ſeen them; but he never ſaw any, therefore there was none. This and the like words he ſpoke and held forth to me, to have me to believe, and be­come an Atheiſt or Ranter; for they both hold the ſame, and it is their Principle; and whoſoever holdeth the ſame, is of the like Principle. This was ſpoken in Margaret Fell's room in the aforeſaid Caſtle.
Then I Diſcourſed with him about the Soul; and I affirmed, that it had a Spiritual body after this  [...]ife. He anſwered, that it was the breath of God, and that in wicked men it was oppreſſed with [Page] ſin, but it ſhould be redeemed, and return to God that gave it; (that is) that all Souls ſhall return to Glory, Peace, and Happineſs, and not to anſwer for any ſin after this Life.
After this, Jo. Stubs and I being together in my Chamber, we did Diſcourſe about the Soul of man after this Life; He ſaid that he did believe that there was no Puniſhment after this Life, and that which was in this Life was for Diſobedience to the Light; and fur­ther, he ſaid, That as all dyed in Adam, ſo in the ſecond Adam (that is Chriſt) all were made alive, and that all ſhould go one and the ſame way when they were dead, and that they ſhould not have any Puniſh­ment for ſin hereafter; but what was, it was in this Life; and that the Soul ſhould go to God that gave it. And further, he ſaid, It was not his Principle alone, for Geo. Fox did hold the ſame; and Geo. ſaid, That thoſe that did believe any other ways, were of the Old Opinion. But this muſt be kept ſecret, leſt it ſhould caſt a Stumbling-block before the Weak; but as they came to grow up in the Truth, they would come to ſee it in the Light.
But I was altogether againſt him, and brought this Scripture of the Apoſtles againſt them; which ſaid, If we have Hope but in this Life only, we are of all men moſt miſerable. But let me ſay what I could, I could not perſwade him from it, becauſe Geo. Fox held the ſame, which I found too true, by Diſcourſing with him.
A [...]er this, I diſcourſed with George Fox about the Beaſts of the Field, and creeping things; he did affirm, that they had Reaſon as well as Man, and that all the differences betwixt man and them, was only, that man was fallen from his firſt eſtate, and that the beaſt were not; that man was worſe than the beaſt. I asked him, what difference there was betwixt the Soul of a man, and of a beaſt? he ſaid, That God breathed into man the breath of Life, and ſo he did into all Creatures; and that all the Vertue in all things were of the Light; and when they were at an end, they did return to God again. For he looked upon God, not as being a Spirit, but a great Light, as the Light of the Day; and the Night, as the Devil; and that theſe are two great beings of themſelves, and are without any cauſe as the day hath; for the Sun is the cauſe of the Light, and it's abſence the cauſe of the Night. But this he did not underſtand: I wiſh he may underſtand that there is a God, which is the firſt moving Cauſe of that Divine Light; and alſo, that there are Angels, or Devils; all which, he and others that believe not the ſame, may [Page] come to know the Truth of it too ſoon, for if there were nothing elſe but what he believeth, then what need men learn any thing? and certainly if this be true as he ſaith, then it muſt needs be true, that that is a new Light which he hath, for it is not like that which the Prophets and Apoſtle [...] had, for they believe that there were Angels which are Spirits, and alſo Devils that are Spirits: But how any ſuch an one can truly know God, and teach his Truth, and all the Truths which belong to that great Divine Power, I know not, but leave it for others to Judge.
After this, when I underſtood that this was taking Root amongſt ſome of the Chief of them, I was reſolved, that where-ever I found them holding theſe Tenents, or the like to it, I would uſe my beſt endeavour to over-turn, if poſſible I could▪ leſt in time it might grow, and ſo bring them into Arantiſm; this I reſolved in my ſelf, and in part put it forward; for meeting with ſome that were already Infected with it, by ſuch Arguments as I brought a­gainſt it, were ſomething convinced that there was Spirits, and that Man ſhould have a beeing after this Life.
Then theſe things put me to a ſtand, whether I ſhould come a­mongſt them or not, ſeeing they we [...]e  [...]alling from the Scripture, and from Truth it ſelf, for this would lead into all Errors; but then again, I thought that it might be poſſible that I might over-turn this grand Error, and by that means might do much good; but there were many of the Chief of them which held the ſame, and when I would diſcourſe with them, then I muſt ſubmit to them, and alſo muſt repent for it before them, If I ſhould ſpeak of it again to any of them, by reaſon they thought I ſhould ſet them one againſt a­nother; for there are ſome amongſt them that do believe that there are Spirits, and Angels, and that there is an Immortal Soul, which ſhall be received either into Joy and Glory, or into Woe and Miſe­ry; but they thought, if this ſhould come forth, that they would queſtion them about it, and then they muſt either maintain themſelves by Lyes, or the other would declare againſt them.
Yet for all this, I was reſolved to keep this rapt up in the cloſe Garment of Secrecy, and not to declare it to others, leſt at laſt it ſhould come forth to the Eares of all Men, and ſo turn a reproach to me, I being one of them; but ſtill this falſe deluding Fancy did more and more work in them, by reaſon that they had fallen from the Truth, into theſe Errours, as aforeſaid, and as you ſhall ſee further.
[Page]
In the Year 1665, when that Great Affliction or Judgment (with which God was pleas'd by his hand to afflict this great City) did be­gin; having ſent his Meſſenger the Plague and Peſtilence, then when the Lord firſt ſtretched forth his hand to touch ſome, that ſo the reſt might prepare themſelves for him; at that time there being many of the Quakers in this City, the Lord ſpared them at the firſt, and ſtruck not the firſt Strock at them; at which time they boaſted themſelves, and would undertake to Propheſie all the Kingdom over; and to declare unto all people, That the hand of the Lord was againſt this City for their Perſecuting them; And as I have heard, they were ſo bold, as to give it forth in Print, That they were the ſervants of the Lord; and that he would cover their Heads in this His day of judgment; and that it was only for the wicked; And that the Saints of the moſt High ſhould have their Heads covered in that day, and that thoſe that were Faithful unto the Lord ſhould be k [...]pt ſa [...]e; And that now the Lord was Appearing to ſtreth for [...]  [...]s mi [...]hty Arme, and would deſtroy the wicked Perſ [...]cutors; And that there ſhould not any Friends dye, for now the Lord would ſhew who were His, in preſerving them that were Ʋnſpotted, and Blan [...]l [...]ſs; that this his judgments ſhould not come near their Dwelling place. They appropriated this to them­ſelves, and pretended the Revelation of the Spirit for it: But let all judge whether God himſelf ſeemed not A [...]gry with them for their Boaſting of themſelves; for in a ſhort time after, their dyed more of them than of any other People, conſidering the number of them, and the number of others; but thi [...] it is, man is too much prone to boaſt of himſelf and his own Righteouſneſs; but it is a very ſad thing, When he pretends to ſpeak by the Spirit of Prophecy, and doth Lye againſt the Lord.
At this time I was at Lancaſter, where the ſame Spirit of Pro­pheſie was in the moſt Friends (as they are called) perſwading o­thers of them to the ſame; whereupon they declared the ſame, (that is) That no Friend [...] ſhould have the Plague, but that the Lord, would would pre­ſerve them; And this was generally believed amongſt them, but I for mine own part was reſolved to ſpeak my Judgment, not pre­tending that I had it from the Spirit, as they did: I told them, that as they were Corruptible bodies, they were as ſubject to change as well as others; that if the Sickneſs did Increaſe, (as I heard it did) that they ſhould not be free from it any more than others; But ſome of them ſaid, my Opinion was like me; but however, it [Page] was moſt like to the Truth; for within a month after, it proved as I ſaid; and what they ſaid of it, was falſe; (then whereas they would ſcarce look upon me, becauſe they thought that I did it to croſs what they had ſaid; and they did believe what they had ſaid, would come to paſs, and that I was out of the Truth;) then when it came to paſs, I was received into Favour again. But for all this, I was nei­ther Exalted, nor caſt down, but did deſire with all my heart, to re­form theſe Abſurdities, and falſe Viſions, and counter [...]eit Sights, by which they did pretend to ſee and diſcern; but I for my part did de­ſire to hide theſe things under the Coverlid of Love, and to rap them up in the ſecret Corner of my Heart; hoping, that in time they would underſtand better; and that then they would eſteem thoſe that had been conſtant Lovers of that which was Juſt, and look upon them as their beſt Friends; for what I ſaid, was out of the ſimplicity of my heart, and not for Favour, or for Envy.



CHAP. II.
IN April, 1667, I came to London, and within Ten dayes after, I became acquainted with Hilkiah Bed [...]ord at the Angel in Hoſi [...]r-Lane, a Mathematical Inſtrument Maker, of whom I had heard ſo much Fame in the North, and what Service he did here for Friends in London; and not only for thoſe that were in London, but alſo in other Parts of the Kingdom; for he was a man of a bold Spirit, and could go to the King at any time, when others could not poſ­ſible come to ſpeak with Him; and that he was ready at all times to go to the King, to deliver either Letter, or any Meſſage, according as he had Orders or Directions; whereby, he became very ſervice­able to all Friends; and he was a Faithful good Friend himſelf; then I thought my ſelf in no ſmall Happineſs, for coming to viſit him: I often found George Fox with him, and ſometimes while I ſtood or ſat by him, George Fox would come and enquire of him a­bout buſineſs that he had done at the Court; then I thought my ſelf more happy than ever, that at the firſt I ſhould light with ſo good an Aquaintance: And underſtanding that George was great with him, I thought by this means, I might get ſome Pre [...]erment, and come to great Credit; by which means, I might get Patients, which fell out even as I thought in my ſelf; for in a few Dayes af­ter, [Page] by this means, I had two or three Patients: But alas, many times when a Man thinks himſelf mo [...]t happy, than is he moſt miſerable; And when a Man thinks himſelf the best befriended, then many times i [...]  [...]e most abuſed: Now I thought my ſelf happy, and in very Great Bliſs and Felicity, and how ſweet it was to me in this City, to have Acquaintance; how pleaſant it was to me, that was a ſtranger, to get ſuch Acquaintance; But alas, how ſoon did all turn to my Ruine and Deſtruction, (as they think) not only to the loſs of my Friends, new Acquaintance, and Patients; But at the laſt, caſt out from amongſt Men, and to become one that is not fit to keep company with Men, as will appear by this Diſcourſe.
Now I muſt come to ſpeak of theſe my New Friends in this City of London: Firſt, of their Abuſes and Carriage towards me; And then of the Tryal in their High Court of Juſtice; how they firſt caſt me out from amongſt them; and after that, from the Society of Men; and alſo, the Proceedings amongſt themſelves.
FIrſt of Hilkiah Bedford, when he had been acquainted with me a ſhort time, and underſtanding that I was not Married, he Commended a Widdow to me of good Credit, and Civil behavi­our; Telling me, that ſhe was a fit match for me; and withall, he told her the ſame; and further, he ſaid, that if we were married, he did hope to have a Chamber with me; I told him, he ſhould, when that was done; then he endeavoured as much as in him lay, to bring it to perfection: but after a time, he thought that I did not viſit the party ſo often as he thought I ſhould.
I coming to his Shop, he asked me when I was with the Widdow, and whether I would go to her then? I ſaid, Yes; ſo I went to her, and he came after me, and found us together; then he took our hands in his hand, and joyned them together, and ſaid, Thoſe that God hath joyn'd together, let no Man part in ſunder; then made as though  [...]hat were enough.
But Time paſſing away, and he ſaw little Hopes of this his inten­ded Marriage, he blamed me for my Negligence; but however, [Page] there was no danger, but that it might be accompliſhed, if one thing did not hinder it, and that was her covetouſneſs, and for his part, he knew not my eſtate, nor deſired to know; but if I would take his counſel, he would do well enough for all that; but the [...] I muſt keep his counſel, and do as he would inſtruct me; I asked of him, what that was? he told me, he would have me to buy four or five Hundred Pound Bag [...], (if I had not ſo many;) I enquired what I muſt do with them; he ſaid, I muſt go to Hackney High-way, and there fill them with little Pibble [...] (I askt him what they were, he told me little Stones) and bring them home, and ſet them in my Cloſet; and then I m [...]ſt invite him to my Chamber, and when he came there, I muſt ſet open my Cloſet Door, that he might ſee them, and when he returned, he would pretend to her that it was ſo many bags of money, and then there was no doubt but that ſhe would have me: but I abh [...]rring all ſuch co [...]ening devices in my heart, I did not condeſcend to it.
Now the Glaſs of time running away, and by this time ſeveral weeks were already ſpent, and there no more hopes of it, than at the fi [...]ſt, he told me that I muſt obſerve the old Proverb, I enquired of him what that was, then he told me, That he that would Woe a Maid, mu [...]t fain, lye, and flatter; but he, That Wooes a Widdow (rehearſing theſe words ſeveral times over, I ſitting as if I underſtood him not)  [...] down with his britches and at her.
But after all this his endeavours, labour and counſel, he thought he ſhould loſe his labour, and alſo his lodging, with other conveni­ences; and now knowing what he had done and ſaid, he was, as I ſuppoſe, afraid, leſt I ſhould betray him; certainly he thought that it would be his wiſeſt courſe to begin firſt, which took ſo well with his own fancy, that now he proceeds, and goes preſently to George Fox, and told him, that I was going to take an Heathen to Wife, and that I would be married by a Prieſt, and alſo that I was at his houſe, and offered abuſe to his Siſter or Kinſwoman: thus ſpake he againſt me, to George Fox, that he might incenſe him againſt me, and then he thought he was right.
After ſome Days were paſt, George Fox met with me at the Pew [...]er Platter in St. Johns Street, and he told me he ſhould ſpeak with me; then ſaid he, I hear a bad report of thee; I askt him what it was, he ſaid, that he heard I was going to take a Heathen to Wife, and that I ſaid, I would be married by a Prieſt: I anſwered George, and told [Page] him, that it was not true; and alſo told him, that I knew who it was that told him, for it was Hilkiah Bedford, and that it was he that firſt motion'd us together, and that he joyn'd our hands together, and ſaid, That they whom God had joyn'd together, Let no Man part a­ſunder; then George Fox  [...]aid, he heard alſo that I was at Hammer▪ Smith at Hilkiah Bedfords Houſe, and that I offered ſome abuſe to his Siſter or K [...]woman: I anſwered, that for my part I knew them not, any more than thoſe I never ſaw; and further I told him, that to my beſt know [...]edge, I did not ſalute them; but if I did, that was the moſt: within a few Days after this, George Fox went out of the Town.
Then Hilkiah Bedford ſe [...] himſelf wholly againſt me, and called me Rogue and Kna [...]e, and that he would prove me a Knave, and a Drunken cheating fellow; and that I was not fit to come into an ho­neſt Mans houſe, for I was forewarned ſeveral ſufficient houſes alrea­dy, and that if I come there again, they would thruſt me out of their Doors; and this he ſpread abroad am [...]ngſt all that knew me, inſo­much that I was aſham'd to go through that part of the City; for many believ'd him, becauſe he was ſo eminent a Quaker.
And that he might further put this in execution, where ever he came he did the like; as in Old ſtreet at one Meakens, he came there, when I was there upon buſineſs; it was to ſee one of the Daughters of the Houſe that was ſick, and being in the Kitchin by the Fire, he went by into the Parlor, and a ſtranger with him; I asked who it was that went by, and they told me that it was a good friend; and as he came forth again, I ſaw the other, which I knew then, and I en­quired who it was that was with him, and he ſaid, Hilkiah Bedford: I not having any malice or ſpleen againſt him, went to him, and de­ſired him to come to his friend that was with me; ſo he came, but would not ſpeak to me; but when he went out of the Door, he ſaid, thou haſt gotten a large Mornings draught, and ſo goes his way: this was about Michael [...]as, 1667. and about 10 or 11. of the Clock in the Morning, and I was in my Lodging till Nine of the Clock in the Morning the ſame Day, and all that I drank that Day was part of two Flaggons betwixt four or five of us; judge therefore whether I could be drunk by that time, and with ſo little. By this time Mar­garet Meakens was come home, ſhe for whom I waited, ſhe deſired me to walk into the Parlor, ſo I did, and left my Cloak on the back of the Chair whereon I ſa [...]e; then came her Daughters to her, and [Page] whiſpered her in the Ear, what Bedford had ſaid; but I being then in haſt, would not  [...]it down; but after I had done what I came about, I went forth to take my Cloak in the Kitchin, it being in my way; but when I came there, it was gone, and not to be ſeen; I was then vexed to ſee how I was abuſed: then I askt for my Cloak, Margaret Meakens reply'd, ſhe was ſorry for me; I askt her for what, ſhe told me I was ſo fudled, that I knew not what I did with my Cloak; this ſhe had from Hilkiah Bedford by her Daughters; I told her alſo I was not ſo much over-taken, but I knew what I did with my Cloak, for I le [...]t it on the back of the Chair, and her Daughters had hid it; ſhe ſaid, ſhe was confident that they had it not, but that (being as I was) I had loſt it; then I ſaid I would have it, for it was in the Houſe; then ſhe calls one of her Daughters, and ſhe denies it; then ſhe charged them all to bring it, if they had it; ſo at laſt they brought it: By that time came one John Middleton, he askt me how I did, I anſwered him I knew not now; he de [...]ired to know why I ſaid ſo, I told him that I was fudled; he ſaid, why ſayſt thou ſo? I ſee no ſuch thing; I ſaid, Margaret Meakens ſaith ſo, and it muſt needs be true: I p [...]ay thee,  [...]ait [...] he, wil [...] thou go along with me, and help thy Countrymen ſell their Cheeſe, thou didſt u [...]e to help them; ſo I went al [...]ng with him, and did my endeavour in ſending for Chapmen; ſo it coſt me money and time, but that was not ſo much to me, as the abuſe put upon me.
When I had done what I could do for them, then I thought it was beſt to kill the Cockatrice in the Egg, if it were poſſible; whereupon I went to the Peel (where I had ſeveral times been before) to com­plain of him for abuſing me, and to deſire them to call him to an account, why he did ſo; but all was in vain, although I told them I was a ſtranger, and that they ought to do right to ſtrangers, except they could finde any juſt cauſe againſt them: but he being their O­rator to his Majeſty, and ſo great at the Court, was the cauſe that they were ſo unwilling to queſtion him; but now I was reſolved to put it on to the uttermoſt of my power: with this reſolution I went again to the Peel in St. Johns Street, where they kept their Court, and being come, I charged them with injuſtice, and with-all told them what abuſes and  [...]ronts I had met with that day by Hilkiah Bedford, and through his means; whereupon at the laſt I had admit­tance to ſpeak for my ſelf; ſo I rehearſed thoſe things that are above written: then they told me I ſhould have a hearing that day fort­night, and I was to warn them in.
[Page]
Before the time came, I went to him, and told him how he had done by me, and that he muſt appear there at the time appointed; he told me he did not care, for he had thoſe that would juſtifie what he had ſaid, but I told him that I could prove theſe things were falſe; but ſaid he, what Margaret Meakens ſaid, ſhould be believ'd, although I could bring▪ a thouſand witneſſes, or any other that came conſtant­ly to the Meeting; but for my part, I came not conſtantly, therefore I ſhould not be believed: after that, I went to one in Hounſ-Ditch, ſhe live that the Wheat-ſheaf, where Thomas Salthouſe uſeth to lod [...]e; but when I came there, ſhe was not within; but they told me where Thomas Salthouſe was gone; then I went after him, and found him; I told him the occaſion of my coming to him, and alſo to warn in the Miſtriſs of the Houſe where he lodg'd; for I did underſtand that ſhe had call'd me a Drunkard, and that ſhe was to be at the Peel, at the time appointed; he deſired me to forbear, for they would all hold together, and it was better for me to refer it to George Fox: then I told him all the manner of it, and how I was wronged; he ſaid, it was no matter for all that, for they would hold together, let it be right or wrong, becauſe I was a ſtranger; but if he could ſ [...]ay in Town, he would come and ſpeak for me himſelf, but that he was going out of Town that Day; I ſaid I did not fear them all, for I would ſtand to that which was juſt and true; and if they would not do that which was true, I would declare againſt them; but he de­ſired me not to pluck up the Wheat with the Tares, for (ſaid he) you know that there were ſome amongſt them that were honeſt and juſt, and for their ſakes he deſired that it might be deferred, until George Fox came to the Town, to which at the laſt I condeſcended, but withall I told him, that if they ſhould hold together in thoſe things that were unjuſt, then I would not favour any of them, but however I muſt appear, becauſe I had warned them in already; but when I came there, I would not do as he had required me, upon which we departed each from other.
The next Day being the time appointed, I came there, and a ſhort time after came Hilkiah Bedford and John Boulton, being then the Chief Judge to determine all matters that came before him; I ſtill waiting when I ſhould be called, for there were many that were called and judged according to the manner of their Court, but I was not called at all; I ſuppoſe they had no mind to do me Right, and were afraid to do me Wrong, le [...]t I ſhould ſet them forth; but [Page]  [...]hen they had done, the Clark of the Court ſtood up, and ſaid, That  [...] there were any that had any Complaints to make, they might  [...]eak, and they ſhould be heard the next Court day, which was to be there that day fort-night: After a time of ſilence, I ſtood up and ſaid▪  [...]hat whereas that day ſort-night, I had made a Complaint againſt ſome one in that place, I was reſolved to let reſt till George Fox came  [...]o Town.

Then John Boulton, which was that Day Judge, ſaid, That if I did ſo, they had ſomething againſt me.
I Asked of him what that was; he told me, That the laſt time I was there, that I commanded them to do Juſtice, Did I think that they would not do Juſtice? Did I repent for that? I told him, that I muſt firſt ſee it done, and then I would ſpeak more to him; but as yet I had  [...]o cauſe to repent, before I did ſee it done.
J. Boulton, But thou ſaydſt, that thou waſt at the Pewter-Platter this Day fort-night all the after-noon; it is not for thee to ſtay ſo long there▪ What didſt there all that while, ſitting drinking there?
Anſw. I will not throughly reſolve (It was help ſome of my Acquaintance, that lived in the ſame Pariſh which I was born in, to ſell their Cheeſe.)  [...]ee, unleſs thou wilt go through all, and begin at the beginning, then I will give thee an account of it.
J. B. But thou art found in a Fault ſince the other was done, and there­fore by the Law (that is, by their own I judge) thou muſt anſwer for it firſt, or elſe we ſhall not here thee?
Anſw. I will not, except thou wilt call this Man to an account for theſe things which he hath done againſt me, and ſee whether he or I am in the greateſt Fault, and let him that is  [...]ound in the Fault be re­  [...]oved.
J. B. Theſe are but frivolous things, and we take notice of no ſuch  [...]ings; but thou didſt charge us with injuſtice, Doſt thou repent for that,  [...] elſe we ſhall not hear thee, for we ſhall not ſtand to diſpute it with  [...]ee?
Here one may obſerve, that they take no notice of abominable Cheats, that's nothing amongſt them, otherwiſe they would have  [...]proved him, for perſwading me to it, as is before ſaid. Neither of Whoredome, if it be not known; if they had made Conſcience [Page] of it, they would have reproved him; but they confeſs they take no notice of ſuch frivolous things, but to queſtion their Juſtice, is a great crime.
After this, he held his peice for a ſhort ſpace, then (looking on me) he ſaid, Do [...] thou repent?
Anſw. No; not except thou wilt begin at the beginning, and ſo examine a [...] things as they are.
But after a certain time, he lookt up and ſaid, Dost thou repent? and ſo likewiſe the third time (after a little pauſe) lifting up his Head, ſa [...]d, Do [...]t thou repent?
Anſw No; Then (ſaith he) thou art not to come any more a­mongst Ʋs.
I told him, that if it we [...]e not for the promiſe I had made, I wou [...]d Poſt him up in the Exchange; b [...]t here again you may un­derſtand, that he is more raſh and ſevere t [...]n the Papiſts, or any others in their C [...]rts; for they will give them ſome Days, Weeks, or Moneths to conſider of it, before they c [...]ſt them forth; but he will not give one hour, but they m [...]ſt be thrown to the Devil head­long, without time or conſideration.
No ſooner was I got forth, but two of them came to preſent  [...] with the Riches of this World, ſo that I would b [...]t hold my peace, and ſay nothing againſt them, nor take no notice of what had been done; for they told me, that if I would joyn with them, that they would all be my Patients, and that they would perſwade all others that were no [...] friends, to come to me, and would cry me up for an able Phyſician.
I told them, that I would ſpeak thoſe things that were true, and would not be hired to deceit. Here you may ſee what they would do, rather than be diſcovered in their unjuſt Court; for right or wrong, if they ſay it, it muſt be ſo; and ſo ſome they fright into it, and others, that have a better underſtanding, that know that they have not the Keys of Heaven at their command, to ſh [...]t out whom they pleaſe, theſe they en [...]ice by the deceitful Riche [...] of this World, as they would have done by me.
At another time, one of the chief of them did blame me m [...] that I was ſo as I was, to ſtand out againſt friends; I told the party, they might do their worſt, I did not care; but ſaid, they ſhould do no m [...]e, for if they did, the Laws of the Nation would take hold of them By this I underſtood, that there was the Spirit of Perſecu­tion amonſt them, and if they could, (and the Law of the Na­tion [Page] not take hold of them) then my Excommunication ſhould not have ſerved my turn, but muſt either have been Impriſoned, bani­  [...]ed, or elſe not ſuffered to live.
Is not this contrary to your own Declaration at the firſt? and did not you ſpeak againſt all theſe Courts, and Papists Laws, and againſt  [...]cing Men to Religion? did you not ſay, that it did but increaſe  [...]ypocriſie and deceit, and that it was but the making clean the out­  [...]de of the Cup or Platter? are you become Platter-wipers? do you  [...]ve the Power of the Miniſtration of the Spirit, for external  [...]ngs? and are you going to make a Monarchy of your ſelves?  [...] you not return to the World again in theſe Ceremonies? Cer­  [...]nly you have forgotten your ſelves, and the firſt Declaration that you made againſt thoſe things, which you are going about to ſet up, and have in part ſet up; certainly you were in an errour at the firſt,  [...] ſpeaking againſt ſuch things, or now for ſetting of them up. I judge you not, but I think you have cauſe to judge your ſelves, either for the firſt, or laſt.

A Deſcription of the Quakers Court, the manner of it, and how they confeſs their Sinners, and of their Pardon.
NOw I have a leaſure-time betwixt my Trials, I will ſpeak ſome­thing concerning the manner of their Court, leſt any one ſhould think that I had not ſeen it, and that it was an invention of mine own to term it ſo, and that there was no ſuch thing amongſt them; for they are a People that deny all ſuch things, therefore ſome may ſuppoſe that this was ſpoken out of envy and malice; but thoſe that  [...]ink ſo, I leave them to their own miſtakes, and appeal to that great Divine Power, to Judge betwixt them and me, whether many times I have not been grieved for their ignorance, and would have reform▪d ſome Errors amongſt them, if I could, but they were ſtub­born, and would not: But to proceed,
Firſt of all, when the Court begins, there cometh the Clark with his green Bag, like one of the Clarks of the Peace, and he draweth  [...]th his Papers, and layeth them before him, and then ſometimes ſome give him more Papers, which he receiveth; and after a little time, when there are many come, then he that is Chief amongſt them that Day, (or Judge) commandeth him to call over by name [Page] the Tranſgreſſors; which being done, ſome of them anſwer to their names, or ſome other for them, which ſaith, that they are in the Houſe; ſo they chooſe ſome from amongſt the Court, or Company, to go to them; then they take them into a little Room, and there they confeſs them; and if they be tractable, and do ſubmit, and ſay they repent, (or before they will ſtand out, if they do but ſay they be ſorry for it, that ſhall ſerve) then they ſhall be forgiven, and their names ſhall be blotted out from amongſt the Wicked, and be reſtored to the Saints; but i [...] they juſtifie themſelves, then they ſhall be ſtill in the hands of the Devil, and the World, to further Judgment.
Now as for Parritors, and other Officers, they want not, not for Tale-bearers, for there are too many of them; for many times one ſhall have a douzen of them together, for I was ever ſcarce in their Compa­nies, but there were two or three of them together; nay, many times, rather than they will be out of favour, (as is aforeſaid) they would all turn to be Tale-bearers; for I know of my own knowledge, that the greateſt part of their diſcourſe, when they are together, is to talk of o­thers faults, and to back-bite them; for they that are ſo ſpoken againſt ſhall not know it, except he be called to the Court: this manner of back­biting, and marriage, is their private Divine diſcourſe; for theſe ſeveral years, I have not heard ſcarce at any time, any other diſcourſe. But to return.
If they refuſe to confeſs, and repent, then they ſummon them in be­fore the Court, there to anſwer; which if they do not, they go to them the third time; if they ſtand out then, they paſs Sentence on them, That they are not to come amongſt them: But to me they did not grant this priviledge, but caſt me forth at the firſt time, without letting me con­ſider. Here they broke their own Law, but I ſhall forgive them, al­though they would not me.
After they have been once caſt out, and then be found in any fault, then they are to be called as at the firſt, to their Confeſſion and Repen­tance; but if they ſtand it out, then they are to be caſt out from the Society of all Men, as they did me, as you ſhall underſtand by what is hereafter written, (I ſuppoſe, if they had power, and that the Law of the Nation would not take hold of them, as aforeſaid) then they would baniſh them into ſome Wilderneſs, where no Man Inhabits; but however, it muſt ſtand in the ſence of the ſame, for no man muſt have any Commerce with ſuch a one, as is thus excommunicated, as he tendereth his own good, and the favour of the Church; but there is mercy for him, for if he will ſend his ſubmiſſion to them, ſigned with [Page] his own hand, then they will pardon him, and receive him amongſt the Saints again, (but very doubtfully:) but after the third Tranſ­greſſion, there is no more Remiſſion for ſin, for he is never to be received into the Church again, although his Repentance be never ſo great.
But here we may underſtanding, that they are not like unto God, for he will forgive ſeventy times ſeven; but there is the end of their Law, and their Charity cannot extend it ſelf any further. But where George Fox found this Law, I know not, except he found it in ſome old Chro­nicle, when he ſought to find the beginning of the Pope, and the reſt of his Saints; but this I am certain of, that as ſoon as he had made an end of that piece, which he put forth in the Year 1667. concerning the Pope and his Laws, and of the beginning of his Ceremonies, with other things, as is declared at large in his Book, that as ſoon as he had done it, he ſet up this Law, and I know it was not before that time; but for my part I ſhall leave it to the judgment of others, whether he had it there or not; or whether he did only pick the beſt of them for himſelf, and le [...]t the other for the Pope; or whether it was by the ſame Spirit of Revelation, which revealed to him that the World was Flat, and that when it was 12 of the Clock with us here, then it was 12 all the World over: but as for this Spirit of Revelation, and George Fox's Judg­ment upon it, (I leave to the Geographicks to Judge) and in both be ſilent. I have here but given you a hint of the Court, with other things, but it may ſo fall out, that you may have it more at large hereafter.

Of George Fo's coming to Town, and my Addreſs to Him, with his Anſwer.
I Hearing of George Fox comming to this City, I was reſolved to apply my ſelf to him, as I had before determined; and upon the 15 Day of October, I went to him, and informed him of all things that had paſt, as alſo concerning Hilkiah Bedford; but his Anſwer was, that thoſe were but light things, (as the other did, as you heard before) but he would give me the Hearing of it; but he was deſirous that it might be in private, becauſe it was not convenient that others ſhould hear: I told him, that as it had been done in publick, ſo it was moſt fit that it ſhould be ſo again; but however, if [Page] he pleas'd, it ſhould be at my Chamber, or any place where he pleas'd; He would have had me let it alone, but I told him how he had abus'd me, and was reſolved that he ſhould Judge betwixt us: his anſwer was, he would give us the hearing of it, but he would not judge of it, but we might agree betwixt our ſelves; but he ſpoke not truth neither, for in the firſt, he would not  [...]et me ſpeak what I had fu [...]ther to ſay, except I would plead guilty: and as unto the laſt, he ſpake not the truth, in that he himſelf caſt me forth, and commanded the Clark to write the excommunitation, and the cauſe of it, as you ſhall hear by and by: At laſt, he told me he would hear me that Day Week at the Peel, and I muſt warn them in, if they would appear; and according to his Order, I did, as is here at large  [...]nſerted, as followeth.

October 22. 1668. Concerning the ſecond Tryal before George Fox, Hil­kiah Bedford, and John Boulton, which being my firſt Judge, and both preſent to make their Plea a­gainſt me, and what was brought againſt me, which I knew not of.
THis Day being come, which was much deſired by me, and with much patience waited for, I then (betwixt hope and deſpair) waited for the Hour appointed, I went to the Peel; now when I was come into the great Room, or rather (at that time) Court of Ju­dicature, (where they pretend, that righteouſneſs ſhould over-flow, and run like ſtreams) I then expected that ſome reproof ſhould have been given to thoſe abſurdities and abuſes, but there was no ſuch thing done, but rather commended, as you ſhall hear; After I had ſat there about a quarter of an hour, my Adverſaries being come, and George Fox in preſence, he ſpake to me, as followeth.
G. F. Thou maidst a complaint to me, concerning Hilkiah Bedford; thou mayſt ſpeak, What is it?
Anſ. George, I told thee of it, and what it was about, and thou knoweſt it as well as I, therefore I deſire thee to queſtion him about it, and ſee what he can ſay for himſelf.
[Page]
G. F. Thou maidst the complaint, therefore thou art to ſpeak firſt, and ſay what thou ha [...]t to ſay, and then he ſhall ſpeak for himſelf: (They  [...]ad conc [...]uded wha [...] to  [...]ay be [...]e, a w [...]l plainly appear by their Proceedings in their Court.)
Anſw▪ George, thou kn [...]weſt  [...]i [...]kiah Bedford made a complaint to thee concerning me, that I was going to take a Hea [...]en  [...]o W [...]e and would be married by a Prieſt; it is thus, This party  [...]e  [...] ­  [...]ion'd me to her, and likewiſe her to me; but ſome time being ſpent and I not frequenting the Party ſo often as he thought I ſhould ſpoke to me to go there; I did ſo as he req [...]ired me, then he comes after me, and finding us together, he took our hands in his, a [...]d jo [...]ned them together, pronouncing theſe words, Thoſe that God hath joyned together, let no Man put aſunder; making, as if the ma [...]r [...] ­age was already done: After this, at another time he and I went to the Cooks Shop in Smithfield to Dinner, and being at Dinner, he was ſtill preſſing me to this party, but withall told me, that ſhe was covetous; but if I would  [...]ake his advice, he would do well enough for that, but I muſt keep his counſel, and do as he would tell me. I askt him what it was, and he ſaid, that I muſt buy four or five Hun­dred Pound Bags, and go to Hackney High-way, and fill them with little Pibbles (I askt him what that was, and he told me, they were little Sto [...]es) and bring them home to my Lodging, and ſet them in my Cloſet; then I muſt invite him to my Chamber, and when he came, I muſt open the Cloſet Door, and let him ſee them, and he would pretend to her, that they were money; but I abhor [...]ing all ſuch deceit in my heart, did not condeſcend to it.
After this, another time at the ſame Houſe, we being at Dinner, he blamed me that I went no of [...]ner to the party; and ſaid, that he would teach me; and it was this, That he that would Wooe a Maid, mu [...]t  [...]ain, lye, and flatter; but he that would Wooe a Widdow, must (rehearſing theſe words ſeveral times) down with his Britches, and at her. After this, with many other perſwaſions, which he uſed, and perceiving that I would not do as he would have me, he began to exclaim againſt me, and call me all he could deviſe, and alſo in­form'd thee againſt me, as thou knoweſt.
G. F. Haſt thou any more to ſay againſt him?
Anſw. Yes; but I would have him to anſwer to this firſt, and leave the other for another part; this is enough at once for him to anſwer to, and when he hath ſo done, he ſhall hear the other.
G. F. I would have thee to ſay all thou haſt to ſay firſt.
[Page]
Anſw. No, I will not, he ſhall anſwer to this firſt.
G. F. But there is another thing thou didſt at his Houſe, thou waſt uncivil there, and offeredſt ſome abuſe to his Kinſwoman, or Siſter.
Anſw. I know not his Kinſwoman, or Siſter, any more than him whom I never ſaw in my life; nor I know not that I did any thing to them that was uncivil, that I remember; and if I did ſalute one, or both of them, it is more than I can remember; but it may be I did, and that was all. To this Hilkiah Bedford made no reply, to ſay whether it were ſo or no, and ſo it was let alone.
G. F. Come Hilkiah, make anſwer to what he hath ſaid againſt thee; is it true, or not?
H. B. That is the Devil, or it come of him, for he is the Father of all ſuch (and looking upon me) lyes; for that which he hath ſaid, is falſe, and there is no Truth in it.
G. F. Speak to the firſt; is that true or not?
H. B. It was not as he ſaid, but it is true that I came there, and found them together, and ſaid, what, you want one to joyn your hands toge­ther: ſo I took their hands, and in a light vain manner, put them toge­ther, and I blame my ſelf for it.
G. F. That's well ſaid, thou doſt well to confeſs the Truth, and to be ſorry for it: but what doſt thou ſay to the other, concerning the Stones?
H. B. The truth is, that I could never ſee any thing in him, but light­neſs and vanity; I thought it was no matter of Conſcience in him, be­cauſe he was ſo bad, and ſo I ſaid to him, Canſt thou not do ſo? but for the reſt it is falſe.
G. F. Thou doſt well to confeſs the Truth, but what ſayſt thou to the laſt?
H. B. There was ſome idle Diſcourſe ſtir'd up by his vain mind, which made me ſpeak ſome vain words; but what he ſaith, is falſe, and he lies.
G. F. Thou doſt well to confeſs thy faults, and not to ſtand in them, I commend thee for it.
But yet for all his well-doing, and ſaying, and for this commendati­on of George's, he did but praiſe a lyar; for he ſpoke not the truth in any thing, as it was done at the firſt.
Then I ſaid to him, that he had not ſpoken the Truth, but did lye.
H. B. If they were the laſt word that I ſhould ſpeak, they are true; but he ſpoke after that, therefore he did lie.
I anſwered, if there be any Truth in Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, that which he hath ſpoken, is falſe; then they blam'd [Page] me for bringing that in queſtion, upon ſuch light occ [...]ſion, and ſpoke well of him for yielding to the truth, whereas it was but to his own lyes that he yields to. This being ended, as you have heard, then he was to accuſe me of things, that I am not ſure whether ever I ſpoke them to him, however, I ſhall place them as they were ſpo­ken to me.
G. F. Hilkiah, Haſt not thou ſomething to d [...]uſe him of about James Sparkes?
H. B. Yes; he ſaid, he had proved James Sparkes Miniſtry falſe, and he a lyar; and he ſaid, that George Fox took his part alſo, and called James Sparkes a raw Boy.
G. F. But there is ſomething concerning Jo. Bo [...]lton?
H. B. Yes, he boaſted, and ſaid, that he diſputed him, and rou [...] ­ed him, and put him in ſuch amaze, that he could not finde the way to the Meeting; and further ſaid, that if the Miniſters were in any diſpute, they muſt be beholding to him to help them out.
G. F. What do [...]t thou ſay to this? what, art thou ſorry for abuſing him?
Anſw. George, I deſire to have leave to ſpeak how it was: this which he ſpeaketh of, was done at Lancaſter, upon a time when he came from Briſtol; I having liv'd there formerly, deſired to know how friends did there; they told me they were well; I asked alſo for George  [...]iſhop, and whether he were in Priſon, or not; they ſaid, yes; I enquired in what Priſon he was in, they anſwered, in none, but in Thomas Gouldney's new Houſe; then ſaid I, Thomas Gouldney's new Houſe is his Priſon; then they thundered Plagues and Damna­tion on me, for ſaying Thomas Gouldney (a very good friend) ſhould build Houſes for Priſons for friends: I told them again, that I did n [...]t ſay, that Thomas Gouldney did build it for a Priſon; but if George Biſhop were Priſoner, the place that did contain him, by vertue of the Law, was his Priſon: but they told me there was no vertue, nor li [...]e in me, nor in any thing that I did; then I told them they did lye, and that I would prove vertue in a Poſt; then they ſaid, that [Page] the Plagues and veng [...]ance of God was for me, and hang'd over my head, and with many ſpeeches of exclamation againſt me, they went to their Chamber, and I likewiſe went to mine; and when I was en­tered into it, I wept bitter [...]y, to think how long a time they had profeſſed the truth, and p [...]e [...]end that they had the Divine teac [...]ing of the Spirit, and ye [...] ſhould  [...]e ſo  [...]ooliſh▪ as not to underſtand rea­ſon, nor moderation.
After that came Jo. Stubs into my Chamber, and found me there weeping; he askt me what was the rea [...]on of my weeping; then I told him I would turn a Diogenes, before I would be ſo abuſed by them; he told me it was their weakneſs, and that he would inform [...] George of it: the next Morning he went to the Caſtle, and when he came back, he told me that he had informed George of all the Diſ­courſe; and his anſwer was, that James Sparks was a raw Boy in thoſe things, and that he muſt not meddle with thoſe things that did not concern him; and this Jo. Stubs told me, that George had ſaid, as is aforeſaid. Now as concerning his Miniſtery being falſe, and he a Lyar, it was thus; James Sparks having been at home a certain time, came again to Lancaſter, where there being many other friends of my acquaintance, I came into the Room where he was, and he ask­ed me what I came among them for, giving me ſome of the ſame Language, as he had the time before; adding alſo, that I was a Ra [...] ­ter, and ſaid, that he had the Spirit of diſcerning; I told him that he lyed, and withall, I told him that I would prove him one ſooner than he could me; but withall, he told me that I had no Light nor Ve [...]tue in me; then I left him, and went up to the Caſtle, where ma­ny came about me, and blam [...]d me much for ſpeaking againſt a Mi­niſter, as they call'd him; but I told them, that one Man was no more to me than another, further than they ſpoke the Truth; then then they ſaid to me, what, Would I offer to ſay that he that was a Miniſter, did not ſpeak the Truth? I anſwered, that he either was Lyar, or his Miniſtery falſe, and, that I would prove it, and they themſelves ſhould Judge; then I told them, that they them­ſelves heard him ſay, that there was no Life nor Vertue in me; and yet in his Miniſtery, he ſaid, that it is in every Man; and I am ſure that I am a Man, and yet he ſaith, it is not in me; Therefore he is either a Lyar, or his Miniſtry Falſe; Judge Y [...].
[Page]
G. F. We ſhall take no notice of theſe private things betwixt James Sparkes, and thee: Put doſt thou think that thou didst well to bring this ſtory Two Hundred Miles, to tell it in this City? What ſayſt thou to that?
Anſw. I blame my ſelf for that; but it is true, and I do not repent that I did ſo by him.
George ſaid, that that word ( [...]aw Boy) was out of the Truth, and he was certain he never ſaid ſo; but for my part, I know not whether he did or no; but this I certainly know, that Jo. Stub [...] told me ſo.
G. F. But what ſayſt thou concerning Jo. Boulton? Did he loſe his way to the Meeting?
Anſw. Yes, he knew not where he was, untill he inquired.
G. F. But thou ſaydſt that he was loſt, and in amaze?
Anſw. Yes, he knew not where he was.
G. F. John Boulton, Didſt thou go to the Meeting after, or not?
J. B. Yes, I did, but it was  [...]igh half done, before I came there.
G. F. Doſt not thou ſee what an untruth thou haſt ſpoken here be­fore Ʋs? thou ſaydſt that he was loſt, and yet he came to the Meeting after that; Art not thou a Lyar?
Anſw. George, Thou art now upon Criticks; but what if a man ſhould be loſt in a Wood or Deſert, and after that ſhould be taught the way home; was he therefore not loſt?
G. F. Why, but he went to the Meeting that Day; therefore he was not loſt.
Anſw. But he knew not where he was, untill he did ask.
J. B. I was out of my way, becauſe I came in lower than I uſe to do; for I came in at the Hollow-way, or Hog-lane under the Windmills.
Anſw. Now let all judge betwixt thee and I, whether or no thou waſt not both loſt, and in amaze, when thou knoweſt not from that time, to this very Day, where thou waſt; for we never came neer the Windmils, nor in that Lane; for thou wen­teſt ſtrait out of Old-Street, along that Lane to Shoreditch Church; didſt thou take that for a Windmil? certainly the Windmil it was in thy head at that time.
[Page]
J. B. But thou ſayſt, I went not to the Meeting, but that I left thee at the Alley, and ſo I did.
Anſw. But I brought thee firſt into thy way, before I left thee, I wiſh thou mayſt keep in a right way.
G. F. But art thou ſorry that thou haſt done this by him, in telling it again?
Anſw. I am ſorry I ever told it Hilkiah Bedford.
G. F. That is, becauſe thou art caught in it, and queſtioned for it; But doſt thou condemn the thing in thy ſelf for Evil?
Anſw. George, I came not here to condemn my ſelf, I came here to be Judged of you, and to hear your Judgment; for I know my ſelf, and what I am guilty of, better than you can tell me; I came here to have a Tryal of thoſe things I was accuſed of, that you might be Judges betwixt us, to ſee who were in the Fault, that they might be reproved which were found guilty.
G. F. But here is Jo. Boulton, who is an ancient Citizen, and a ſufficient Man, and well known, and hath ſuffered much, and there are none to ſpeak againſt him; Art thou ſorry for what thou haſt ſaid?
Anſw. There is more that I have to ſay, which hath not yet been ſpoken of, let us go through with that, and then I ſhall an­ſwer you to your deſire.
G. F. But thou muſt anſwer to this firſt, or elſe thou art not to go any further, for we will clear things as we go?
Anſw. I remember that the laſt time I was here, he ſerved me after this manner, which I condeſcended to, and then he would not let me ſpeak any further; but that I muſt repent of that, or elſe I muſt not come among them; therefore I will not.
Then anſwered Doctor Gray, and told me, that I ſaid that I had drinkt that day.
Anſw. That I do every Day, and Eat alſo when I can get it, or have a Stomack to it, (this is another petty Judge:) But all this while I had forgotten the Woman with her A­piſh tricks, for ſhe ſeemed to me, as if ſhe would have Com­manded me Silence, with ſhaking of her Head, grinding of her Teeth, and mumbling her Lips, and making of Ill-fa­voured Faces at me; I never ſaw the like before, except it [Page] were a Jack [...]napes; but I commanded her to ſpeak what ſhe had to ſay, but  [...]he was ſilent; but for ſome of the reſt of the Wome [...], I  [...]ave them to their merry Conceits, which they had gotten in a Corner. But to return:
T [...]en there ſtood up a Country man, and began to ſpeak.
G. F. Askt me, Whether I would  [...]and to his Judgment, for he was my Country-man?
Anſ. Yes, I will ſtand to any ones Judgment; for I came here to the ſame intent.
G. F. Come Friend, ſpeak.
Coun. Country-man,  [...]t is thy boaſting proud Spi [...]it in thee.
G. F. Do [...]t thou stand to his Judgment?
Anſw. Yes, I ſaid before, that I would ſtand to your Judg­ment.
But Friend, what Country-man art thou? He anſwered, Stafford-Shire, as I did underſtand; T [...]n ſaid I, thou art none of my Country-man: Geo. blamed him for Speaking, (but  [...] ſuppoſe, and ſo may all others) that it was, becauſe Geo. would not have himſelf to be found in an Untruth, as here he was; o­therwiſe, it had been no matter.
G. F. But doſt thou blame thy ſelf, and C [...]ndemn it in the bottom of thy Heart?
Anſw. Geo. I told thee before, that I did Repent, and was ſorry, in that I told it Hilkiah Bedford; and I know not whether I did tell it to any other; but I muſt tell thee, That at that time he ca [...]t out ſome Words, that I thought to have told it to thee; And if I had done ſo, I ſhould not have Repented; but in Telling it where it was not Expedient or Convenient, I am ſorry, and re­pent for it.
G. F. But art thou ſorry for it? and do [...]t thou condemn thy ſelf? if thou do [...]t, then we will proceed to the other: Let me perſwade thee, for if thou ſtand in it after this manner, thou art not to come amongſt men, nor to diſcourſe, nor have any Familiarity with man; and what wilt thou do then? thou muſt be undone, becauſe thou wilt not yield to[Page]this; It were better for thee to ſubmit to Jo. Boulton.
Anſw. I have ſaid enough I think, if you would have me ſay any thing elſe, tell me what I muſt ſpeak, I ſhall ſay it.
G. F. We muſt not ſpend our Precious time thus, for we have other things to do, and to wait upon the Lord; and if thou will not Submit, then thou muſt go from amongſt Ʋs.
We had more Words, which were to no effect, and cannot well be put in Order, becauſe they were like a Horſe in a Mill, ſtill run­ning round, but come to the ſame place.
Then G. Fox commanded the Clark to Write; That whereas Nathaniel Smith hath ſpoke Evil of J. Boulton behind his back, and will not ſubmit to him; Therefore, he is not to have any Communica­tion with any man, or any man with him.
This he was to Record againſt me; but let all judge, whether I did not ſubmit enough to him; or whether he or I was in the greateſt Fault; or whether he had not cauſe to have repented, or ſubmit to me for his Judgment the laſt Tryal: But all that they did aime at, was to have me to condemn my ſelf, that ſo they might the better have done it hereafter; and that he might Rule and bear Dominion over others.
Then G. Fox Commanded me to go from amongſt them, for they had other things to do: but that good Saint, Hilkiah Bedford, was received again, and ſuffered to be as one of them; but I de­parted at his Command.
Some few dayes after this, I came to ſome of their Houſes, and they took occaſion to ſpeak to me of the laſt Tryal, and ſaid, that I muſt bear with Friends.
I told them, that I had born with them theſe 10 Years, in hopes, that in time they would grow in the Truth, and Righte­ouſneſs, and then they would caſt off all ſuch Ceremonies, and Conceits, as they had got amongſt them, as you ſhall here fur­ther in m [...] Reply to their Anſwer, if they make any; if not, I ſhall let it reſt. There was ſome others that ſaid, I muſt forget and forgive, for that was according to the Truth, and not take Notice of ſuch things, and that I ought to bear with o­thers.
[Page]
I know that all this is true; but what is the reaſon they obſerve it not themſelves? They lay B [...]rthens upon others, that they themſelves will not bear; for this is the firſt they have to Accuſe me of, but I have to Accuſe them from time to time.
Yet I have born with, and forgiven it; but if they be not Sa­ti [...]fied in it, t [...]e [...] ſhall have it the next time, when they deſire me to Anſwer them to their Propoſitions▪
But now G. Fox begins to clear himſelf of this Court, that he is not Guilty: For we (ſaith he) caſt out none, but they caſt out themſelves through their Wickedneſs; for we do not receive them i [...], therefore we cannot caſt them out: What then was that Sen­tence that the Clark of the Cloſet drew up?
But you Preach, Teach, and Speak, whereby to bring them in; and then if they will not obſerve your Ceremonies, then you do your Endeavour to do it; and to my own know­ledge, by Wards you have paſt Sentence upon them, as you did by me, and others you have carried out by Violence, and here it appears you do; for I my ſelf did not leave you till Jo. Boulton Commanded me not to come: Here it doth Appear that there is a different Spirit amongſt them, and ſo it cant be ſaid that I caſt out my ſelf by reaſon of Wickedneſs; for I came to complain againſt the Wickedneſs of ſome of you: But you had rather De­ſ [...]roy any Perſon than your Juglings ſhould come to light, as it hath done in this: but how G. Fox will clear himſelf that he doth not caſt any forth, and yet did it by me; and ſaid, That it was better for me to ſubmit to Jo. Boulton (as I ſuppoſe) that Shordit [...]h-Church was a Wind-Mill, and that he was not loſt, nor then out of his way, neither in amaze: If I would have ſubmitted to this, then the Sentence ſhould not have been paſt againſt me, nor I caſt  [...]ut; but it doth appear to me ſomething like them, in Old time, when they caſt them forth, and Impriſoned them, and put them to Death; yet they ſaid, it was their own Fault, and that they brought all upon their own Heads; for in all times, thoſe that were the Perſe [...]utors, would ever clear themſelves of it, as far as their Tongue or Pens could reach; and many times they would Reach over many Kingdoms to beguile the Ig­norant.
Geo. But this is the Triming of the Vineyard, and the pluck­ing [Page] up of the Tares out of the W [...]eat, and ſ [...] it is lawful. But yet, George, there is ſomething more in it; for thou muſt have a ca [...]e whe [...] thou Trim or Prune the Vine, for thou mayſt as well Deſtroy it as Cure it, in Cutting o [...] when it ſhould rather have been Nurſed up, and the Bryars and T [...]orns that did choak it, have been cut down before that thou hadſt meddled with it; then mighteſt thou have had abundance of it, to diſcern between Good and Evil; but it may be, that it is thy Reſolution to pluck up the Tares from amongſt the Wheat, and ſet the reſt of thy Servants to do the like; but thou muſt receive a greater Call than thoſe did which Chriſt reproved; and ſaid, that the Wheat and Tares muſt grow together, leſt they ſhould Deſtroy the Wheat alſo: but I underſtand, that this i [...] no great Burthen to tread down the Wheat if every blade do not pleaſe you, al­though the Wheat be Good in it ſelf, yet it is the out-ſide that muſt be Fare, Neat, and Clean. For ſome of them that keep the Court conſtantly, and obſerve what is done, and do help you themſelves, yet for all that, when I have laid this cloſe to them, they have ſaid, they did believe that they did caſt ſome out that were better than ſome amongſt themſelves; but in that, they did car [...]y it fair to the World, they could not meddle with them▪ Now ſee whether yours be not a making clean of the out ſide, and a plucking up of the Wheat.
But by  [...]eaſon I am caſt out from amongſt men by you, and that I underſtand that you can well diſpence with Hippori [...]es; give me leave to Write to the World, and  [...]eradventure they will furniſh you with good Store, now they know your minds, and that you will advance their Fortunes, as you would have done mine.
If you will be willing to obſerve them in all things, and give way to ſuch as Hilkiah Bedford, and Jo. Boulton, and to Ex [...]l Boulton to be a man more perfect than David was; for David might be reproved by a Prophet, but Jo. Boulton by no manner of per­ſon, muſt be ſpoke againſt: but I leave him to anſwer for himſelf, and proceed.

A few Words of Inſtruction, to all thoſe that are d [...] ­ſirous to come into the Society of the Quakers; and to be Received of them: I mean not them only that comes out of Conſcience, but all Sorts, whether it be them or not, they ſhall all be Received, although it be only for Preferment, and in time be taken for the Faith­ful; therefore I deſire you to come near, and Underſtand what I ſhall Write to you.
[Page]
IN the firſt place thou muſt become Acquainted with ſome one of them that goeth conſtantly to Meetings, and ſpeak Loving­ly to him; not Theeing or Thouing of him at the firſt, but ſpeak well of them in General; then it may be that he will Invite thee to go with him; Do ſo, and when all is done, then Praiſe him that Spoke, although he Spoke nothing elſe but Noneſence; then the other Good Friend that went with thee will ſay Yes, he is a Precious man, or a Good Friend, or ſuch like Words; then thou muſt be deſirous to Hear him again the next Meeting, and he will tell thee thou mayſt Hear him, or another: So be ſure the next Sunday, to call upon him before he go to the Meeting, and go along with him; and there perchance, thou mayſt light upon one that was a greater Dance than the firſt, And that was bad e­nough; then be ſure to keep cloſe to thy Neighbour, and go with him back again to his Houſe, and there begin to admire him that Spoke, and Praiſe him as highly as thou canſt, and then thou ſhalt ſee how the other man will admire him alſo: and then thou muſt be more Deſirous than ever, to go to the next, and Speak and Act as aforeſaid; and per [...]aps that ſome Woman may  [...]e the Teacher, or elſe ſome one that hath as little Reaſon as a Woman; but however, thou muſt take it in good part, and ſay, That without all Doubt this is the Truth: for now there is this Scripture fulfilled, which God ſaid ſhould come to paſs, That he would pour forth his Spirit upon all Fleſh, and his Sons and his Daughters ſhould Prophecy; Then the other will ſay, Bleſſed be the Goodneſs of the Lord, that he hath been pleaſed to hide thoſe things from the Wiſe, and [Page]to deliver them to the Fooliſh of this World. But if thou doſt but obſerve a while, thou ſhalt find them Cunning enough, if not too Cunning for thee, except thou haſt a care; and thou muſt bleſs God for opening thine Eyes to ſee the Truth: Now by the next Meeting thou mayſt begin to Thee, and Thou; but be ſure thou move not thy Hat, if thou ſhouldeſt meet the chiefeſt man in the City, for if thou doſt, all thy Labour is loſt thus far.

What they are to Obſerve; and how to carry them­ſelves before the reſt of their Brethren.
FIrſt, as I told thee before; be ſure to watch the Door of thy Lips, that there proceed not forth Yes, but Yea; nor No, but Nay; nor You, but Thou; nor Yours, but Thine, to any ſingle Perſon; theſe muſt be truly Learn'd and Practiſed; for in them there is wrapt up a great Min [...], or a great Myſtery of Godlineſs: therefore be ſure that thou have this little Knack, or elſe thou doſt nothing; but if thou haſt i [...], then thou ſhalt ſee what Wonders there may be done by it.
Now when thou haſt done this, then thou muſt be very Cur­teous to them, but not with the Hat; neither muſt thou Salute them with a Kiſs if they be Women; although at the firſt it was Common amongſt them, both men and women; but in a ſhort time, it did ſome hurt to ſome of the Women, for they got great-Bellies by the bargain; and therefore it was left off by both Men and Women. Now when thou haſt attained to this great Per­fection, thou muſt go amongſt them at other times, and in the Week-dayes; but if thou chance to ask me what great Perfecti­ons theſe were that I ſpoke of; I anſwer, Thou knoweſt as well as I; but if thou haſt not theſe, thou canſt not be look't upon as a Good Practick, or a Faithful Freind. But to pro­ceed:
After thou haſt been a conſtant Goer to the Meeting about a Quarter of a Year, then ſome of the Heads will come to Viſit thee; they being come, thou muſt get the beſt things the Houſe can afford; and if thou haſt not ſuch things as thou wouldeſt de­ſire, then ſend for it preſently; and give them more kind En­tertainment then thou wouldeſt do to thy Father and Mother, or [Page] the deareſt Friend thou haſt; then after they have Eat and Drank with thee, they will depart, and report thee to be a very loving Friend, and that there is abundance of Love raiſed in thee in a ſhort time: but thou muſt be ſure to obſerve the Rules which before I have given thee.
Then they will Report it to their Miniſter, what a good Friend there is lately come into the Truth; and then in a ſhort time thou  [...]alt have him come and give thee a Viſit, (eſpecially if thou be a Rich man, for of others they have too many already;) and now thou muſt ſhew forth thy parts, and make much of him; and if thou haſt no Wine in thy Houſe, be ſure to ſend for ſome, with other things agreeable to it, and to thy Eſtate; it may be he will ſeemingly blame thee for ſending for the Wine, but at laſt he will take it in good part, and if it be good Wine he will like it very well: but thou muſt be ſure to have a care, that if thou ſhouldeſt meet them in any place, not to invite them into any publike Houſe, as Tavern, Inn, or Al [...]-houſe; for then they will look upon thee as one that is Prophane: but behave thy ſelf as I have Inſtructed thee, and then thou ſhalt get  [...]ame a­mongſt them.

Of their Buying or Selling; and of the Carriage that may be uſed in either Buying or Selling.
THou muſt come to a Word in thy Buying and Selling, and to Plainneſs of Speech, as thou waſt taught before; but if it change, that by thy conſtant going to Meetings, thou want one more to be in thy Shop; or by reaſon that now thou art at more  [...]arſte with thy New Friends than thou was before; thou mayſt help this in the Truth; for thou underſtandeſt thy Trade; and knoweſt how thy Wares were wont to be ſold; and now thou  [...]ayſt raiſe it a Half-penny in a Shilling, and this will ſerve thy Extraordinary Expence; and this will ſcarce be Diſcerned by the B [...]yer; and if he queſtion it, thou muſt ſay thou art at a Word,  [...]d thou canst not bate a Farthing of it; ſo the Party is well con­tented, and Judgeth that this is as Cheap as he could buy it elſe­where; and he hath a better Conceit of it, becauſe it came from  [...]ee.
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And by this means thou mayſt come into great Eſteem, and that all will believe thee; and thou mayſt begin to look after an Eſtate and Riches in this World, and all thy Friends, both Mini­ſters and others will ſay, The Lord doth bleſs thee for thy Faithful­neſs; but thou muſt be ſure to obſerve this one thing that I ſhall teach thee, otherwiſe, all that they ſay of thee may be falſe; that is, when thou haſt gotten this Name of an Honeſt man, then thou mayſt raiſe another Penny higher in the Shilling, and then go on with Courage, and this will quickly raiſe thee a great Eſtate; and then thou ſhall be as much admir'd, as thou admiredſt at the firſt; and by this means, thou ſhalt purchaſe thy ſelf more Liberty than at firſt thou hadſt; for by this time, if thou haſt a good Cuſtomer, thou mayſt You him, and ſay, if it pleaſe you; but if thou ask me why it is ſo, that thou mayſt do it now and not before, I will tell thee thou muſt at the firſt learn the Rules & Grounds of it, or elſe thou canſt never be perfect, but thy Weakneſs will be diſcovered; for thoſe that will learn any Language, they muſt firſt learn the Grounds of it, or otherwiſe, they can never be perfect: and a­nother reaſon is, That thou art now come near to Perfection in this way, and none is to meddle with thee; or however, thou haſt gotten an Eſtate, and ſo thou art Wink [...] at.
But now thou haſt Money at Command, and Credit at Plea­ſure, thou mayſt make thy beſt Market; and if thou ſee or hear of any Bargine, that money may be gotten by it, although it be not in thy way of Trade, and that one came to thee to deſire thy Aſſiſtance in it; and that thou knoweſt that he muſt of neceſſi­ty have it, yet nevertheleſs, buy it out of his hand, and it may be the next day he will give thee 14 or 15 pounds more than thou gaveſt. And by this means thou mayſt have money to buy Lands, and build Houſes, and then thou ſhalt be Great with all the Chief of them; and their Miniſters and other Divine people amongſt them will cry up thy Name, and ſay, The Lord hath bleſſed thee in a Wonderful manner, One may ſee what it is to be Faithful. And thus mayſt thou purchaſe to thy ſelf Honour and Wealth.
And then if thou drink plenty of Wine, or of any other Li­quor to comfort thy Spirits, and make thy Heart glad, they will ſay the Creatures are good in their places, and they are only for the Faithful, and ſo Lawful only for thee.
But if ſometime thou ſhouldeſt light on a Cuſtomer that will [Page] not believe thee, but will p [...]t thee hard to thy trumps, by reaſon he underſtands it as well as thou doſt, and he will give thee a price whereby thou mayſt get ſufficiently, and it may be the next that comes, may not give ſo much, neither pay in ſo ſhort time, and that thy word hath paſt, that thou wilt have ſo for it, and when thou conſiders that thou ſhalt not have ſo much, then to ſave thy word thou mayſt take ſome more of the ſame ware, that is as good or better than the other, and ſay, that if he will take both together, he ſhall have them ſo, or any other thing he hath occaſion for; and if thou canſt but carry  [...] on after this manner, then thou art come to perfection, and then there is none muſt ſpeak againſt thee; and if a thouſand ſhould bear witneſs, they ſhould not prevail, though it be never ſo true; let them ſpeak never ſo much reaſon, it ſhall be but like Chaſſ driven upon the Mountains, and thou ſhalt ſtand as firm as a Rock againſt all their aſſaults.
Now when thou haſt any occaſion to buy of the Merchant, or painful Tradeſman [...] thou knoweſt before-hand what it is worth, he will not ask thee much out of the way, becauſe thou art his Chapman, and uſeth to take ſome of thy Money; he ſets thee a price, but thou telleſt him that thou canſt give no more, if thou ſhould'ſt, thou couldeſt not live by it, therefore he will take leſs, for  [...]e knoweth he may be ſure of his Money, and that thou canſt not do as others do, to ask twice the price, and ſometimes catch many Men ſo, and ſell cheaper (to thoſe that know what it is worth) than thou canſt afford; and this they do, that they may be lookt on as honeſt Men; but many times, though they get a great deal by their diſhoneſt dealings, yet they ſpend it other wayes, there is a curſe upon it, and it proſpers not in their hands, ſo that many times they break and run away, and ſo all is loſt; but as for thee, thou need'ſt not to fear, but that thou wilt pay every Man to a farthing: and by this means thou bringeſt down their price, and they look upon thee as an honeſt Man, and ſo thou getteſt on both hands, and becomes greater than thy Neighbours. Then thou muſt be ſure to bleſs and praiſe thy God for it, and ſay, that he lende [...]h thee good things: but yet this thou mayſt obſerve to thy ſelf, that it is the God of this World whom thou loveſt ſo well, that hath given thee all this; but the  [...]ulgar People underſtand not this, but think that God ſends it [Page] to thee privately, and ſo thou a [...]t ſecure enough, and they think themſelves bleſſed, if they can but come under the ſhaddow of thy roof; which if they do, tis two to one if thou makeſt no [...] them pay for it; but thou muſt let this reſt in ſilence, and no [...] betray thy good fortune.
Reader, thou mayſt ſee by this time, if thou art not blind, how under a Cloak of Religion, many Men get great Eſtate [...], and the ſimple People unde [...]ſtand it not; but this I muſt ſay, that all are not ſo, but generally all thoſe that get ſuch great E­ſtates, do worſhip the God of this World, and only make the true God a ſtalking-Horſe, to cover themſelves withall; but I leave them to the true God to be  [...]udged at the laſt Day, although many of them believe it not, as I ſhewed you before.
There is one thing more that I have known to be carried on with ſecurity, and never miſtruſted; if thou haſt a report, it's no matter any further, for if thou ſhouldeſt buy a parcel of Goods, then thou mayeſt take out about a fifth or a ſixth part, and con­vert it to thy own uſe; and when a Chapman cometh to buy the other, then thou mayſt declare to him, that thou wilt tell him to a penny what it coſt thee, and he ſhall know that thou wilt deal fairly and plainly with him, and that thou wilt not cheat any Man, but thou muſt have profit, and that ſhall be very reaſon­able, thou wilt refer thy ſelf to him. This Man ſeeing thy fair dealing, as he judgeth, gives thee good profit, and here thou gaineſt on both hands alſo; for that which thou tookeſt forth was ſufficient for thee to get, and the other that thy Chapman gave thee, was clear gains. Thus have I known a very good friend do, and if ever thou thinkeſt to be a good friend, thou muſt imitate the beſt.
I have two or three Rules more to inſtruct thee in, and I will leave thee to thy new way of Conformity, hoping that if at any time I have occaſion to requeſt thee to deliver me a meſſage to the Church, thou wilt do it, and by this means thou doſt ingage one to inſtruct thee further.
Firſt, thou muſt know, that he that is a Man, muſt be ſo in all parts, for if any thing be wanting, he is not eſteemed; for if a Man want his A [...]parel, he is not taken for ſuch a Perſon of ho­nour as he is; therefore thou muſt have a ſpecial care that thou art well provided, or elſe all that thou haſt done, is but in vain; [Page] therefore thou muſt obſerve that thou muſt croſs the World in their faſhions of Cloaths; for in this there is a weighty matter, and no ſmall ſin in the ſhape of Garments, although in the mat­  [...]er thereof there is none, ſave only in the forme; for if it be  [...]ade like the Worlds, it is judgable, and not fit to come amongſt  [...]iends, (although the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and Saints in old  [...]me ſtood not upon this, but went like them of their own Na­tion) yet th [...] is nothing to thee, for theſe are a People that com­prehends all the Prophets, and other Saints; yea, and God him­ſelf, only they could never comprehend an Angel, nor any other  [...]pirit, yet they could Propheſie without either Angel or Spirit, but which way ſoever it was done, it was ſtrange to me: But to proceed, firſt, when this way came firſt up, there was long-toed  [...]hooes, and high-crown'd Hats; then they muſt wear ſhort Shooes  [...]t for their Feet, and low-crown'd Hats, which were more fit for their Heads: But now when others come to wear theſe, then thou muſt leave them of, and betake thy ſelf to a great-crown'd Hat, big enough for an Aſſes Head, and broad-toed Shooes, con­trary to the World, and then thou doſt right; and if thou didſt wear thy Cloak without a Cape, it would be the more out of the Worlds faſhion, and ſo the better accepted with them, although it would be worſe for thy ſhoulders; but thou muſt not regard that, if it be according to the truth.
The ſecond thing is, that thou have no Ribbons nor Lace a­bout thee; for if thou haſt, Lucifer, the Prince of Pride, will keep his Court there in the ſight of the whole World; and if thou haſt any affection for him, thou mayſt ſet open the door of thy heart, and let him ſit there, and that will pleaſe him, and friends alſo; for he will cauſe thee to carry thy mind very high, and to conceit thy ſelf to be ſome extraordinary Creature, and more pure and ſublime than any other, that thou mayſt ſtand in Au­thority, and Rule, to trample and tread all others (that ſaith and doth not as thou ſayſt and doeſt) under thy Feet, and by this means purchaſe to thy ſelf great fame.
I would have thee take a pattern of Dr. Gray, for he is as per­fect in that, as any I know; as alſo of his diſcourſe and carriage: but thou muſt pretend to ſome extraordinary Revelation, as he did, when he was  [...]aſt into Priſon, that through the everlaſting goodneſs of God, he had reveal'd to him the ſecrets of Phyſick, [Page] and now  [...] was able to cure all Di [...]eaſes, for which he was  [...] eſteem'd of all friends; not only for what he could do, but  [...] that it was reveal'd to him of God, when he was in Priſon;  [...] as the truth of all is, that this God of his, was an old Gentlew [...] ­man in Iſlington, Miſtri [...]s Slack by name, who (I believe)  [...] counted for no better than a Devil, when ſhe Su'd him for  [...] bargain, and caſt him, and made him pay for his Revelations; alſo for his Doctorſhip, which he learn'd of her.
The laſt thing I have to inſtruct thee in, is, that thou doſt no [...] queſtion any of their Miniſters about any principle in Religion  [...] for if thou doſt, they will tell thee there is no queſtioner in th [...] truth, and that thou muſt wait to underſtand in thy ſelf; an [...] they which ſeeks out to others, are wandering mindes, and no [...] to be ſatisfied; but thou muſt believe them as they ſpeak in pub­lick, for in private many of them can give but a ſmall account  [...] their faith.

FINIS.
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