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FRiend John Knight (for unto thee it is that we direct this enſuing relation of which we have ſuffered at thy hands, during thy being Major in this City, for that by thee it was, and through thy influence that we have thus ſuffered.) It had been well for thee, if thou hadſt minded the ſtable condition of this City, when thou entred'ſt into thy Go­vernment, both for trade and otherwiſe, Robert Canne Kt. And Barronet being thy Pre­deceſſor. then which no time hath parallel'd it ſince the date of the late troubles, when the King returned. A City at peace and unity, within its ſelf; men of all perſwaſions, as to Religion, well perſwaded amongſt themſelves, and as to the Civil peace united in the hearts, and love of each man to another, and the publick benefit; And thus it was whileſt moderation ſat in the Government of this City, ſo that every individual might reſt aſſured of the peace and ſafety of his eſtate and Perſon, in the purſuance of the publick.
And by the way, let us tell thee and all, to whom theſe pre­ſents may come, that there was not a City more united in the publick, then this of Briſtol, before thine entrance, whoſe ſhadowy ſteps there-from, from this day forwards, not upon our perſonal influence, or our principle, but thine own, re­ceive their gnomon, or direction from thy declention from it, and will have their let from thee.
For thou art the man, whom rage and aſperity, with a blind zeal to the worſhips of the times, have ſet up to counter-buff the ſtability of this City, and to overturn ex induſtria, or of [Page] ſet purpoſe the well poized Government of unity and peace, into diſunion and trouble; And to lay the ſure grounded Fa­brick of its proſperity in the duſt, whileſt thou walkeſt over it, with armes folded up, and a pitiful countenance, as if not thou, but the contrary (viz.) moderation had there laid it; And ſo whileſt with the one hand thou entreſt in thy ſharp in­ciſion knife, thou ſtroakeſt with the other, as if ſo be that which ſuffers were the cauſe of its running in, not thou of its ſuf­fering.
To manifeſt which, and  [...] give thee to ſee that thou art not charged amiſſe, ſomething of thine own actions ſhall be drawn before thee, which by thee have been perpetrated, du­ring this thy year, to the intent and end, that if thou haſt yet any thing remaining of true ſenſibleneſſe, thou mayeſt reflect upon what thou haſt don, and bluſh, and ſo mayſt come to the knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, whom now in Ʋs thou haſt thus perſecuted, and be ſaved, which is the deſire of our hearts, and that it may be well with thee for ever. But if not, that the ground of the miſcarriage of this once, and very lately flouriſhing City may be charged where it ought, and that after ages may have ſomewhat upon Record, as an account wherefore it was, and how it came to paſſe, that a place of ſo much weight and worth, ſhould be laid even with the duſt, for though we may be much looked over by thee and thy generation, as a people not of ſo conſiderable an in­tereſt as among men, though we may claim as conſiderable a one as your ſelves, yet a higher intereſt we have then amongſt men, with him who looks ye over, who will render to you ac­cording to your deeds; and this you will finde, when the meaſure of your iniquity is fulfilled upon us, which ye will be ſuffered to fulfil for the tryal of our faith and Patience; and what there is of God in us, that he may be glorified, for which [Page]purpoſe he hath ſuffered ye thus to do; and without whoſe ſuffrance ye could not have done thus unto us, and therefore we are content, for he will then fulfil upon you the meaſure of your iniquity, and then poor Briſtoll will know (as well as you, the ſad effects of perſecuting the innocent people of the Lord, who are not its enemy, nor yours, nor the Kings, nor his Government that is just, anſwering the juſt principle of God, which we are to follow, and nothing but that which is accor­ding unto it. And where we cannot do to ſuffer as is our principle, and our practice makes it manifeſt.) We ſay we are not enemies to the City, to the King, nor you; but do deſire the welfare of it, and of you all; God is witneſs who will render to every man according to his deeds.
And this we ſpeak before hand, that in the day of your ca­lamity, which you ſhall ſee will approach you, and compaſs you about, ye may remember that of it you were foretold, and that it is come to paſſe what you were foretold in the day of your proſperity, to the end that you might have heard and conſidered ere it had been too late, for this is ſignified to you in the name of the Lord; and let it be as the preſage of what ſhall come to paſſe, and the preſage it is; The perſecu­tion of us will be viſited by the Lord, with as ſharp a hand as e­ver was drawn forth againſt it, ſince the foundation thereof; And ye ſhall be tumbled into the duſt; and your carkaſses ſhall fall as the mire of the ſtreets, who have ſtretched forth your hands without a cauſe, againſt an innocent people, that have done you no wrong, and have made them to ſuffer, and an exe­cration you will be, and an hiſſing in the day of the Lords ven­geance, when he ſhall render to you according to your deeds; this is ſpoken to ſuch of you as ſhall not repent, as that which ſhall come upon you in the day that the Lords venge­ance ſhall be made manifeſt.
[Page]
Not that we aſpire after dignities, or greatneſs, or to be ſomething in the world, do we thus write, or that the thoughts of ſuch things Buoys us up above what we ſhould be; no, we have learnt ſomewhat elſe (viz.) In whatſoever condition we be, therein to be content, and to do the will of God, for which purpoſe we came into the world, however the doing thereof may be attended with the greateſt ſufferings, which we know we muſt paſſe through, viz. great ſufferings, even many Tribulations to the Kingdom of God, to our reſt, and ſo we look to the recompence of reward, as did Moſes (viz.) the reſt in doing the will of God, who forſook Pharaohs Court, and choſe rather to ſuffer afflictions (and ſo do we) with the people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon: Who (it is ſaid) endured, as ſeeing him who is inviſible; and ſo as he, ſo here we, reſt in the doing of his will; and let the Lord do what he will with us, we are content, who ſay, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, be it to Priſons, to Baniſhment, to loſs of all, to death; the good will of God be done; as to us, the Lord be glorified by us, in what he will, we leave it to him, who are come not to do our own will, but the Lords, the will of God be done, ſaith our ſoul, Amen.
Not that we are plotting, or conſpiring, or do intend any ſuch thing, as is falſly ſuggeſted againſt us, and that under the pretence of religious meetings, or coming together to wait upon the Lord, the Lord is witneſſe that we are clear of any ſuch thing, and that our principle is againſt it, as is our practice. Not that we have any expectation from man, or of any out­ward arme for our deliverance; we diſclaim any ſuch thing; and do know, that not by man, but the arme of the Lord, our deliverance muſt ariſe, though theſe things are ſecretly ſug­geſted, and that our boldneſſe in our ſufferings ariſes from ſome ſuch ſecret aſſurance; no, no, it only comes from the [Page]good hand of the Lord; becauſe of his teſtimony which we bear, who is near us, and bears us up in and through all our ſufferings, and will all thoſe that truſt in him.
Not that theſe things are pleaſant to us as men, that is to ſay, thus to ſuffer, for we are men as you are, and are com­paſſed about with the ſame infirmities as you, that is to ſay, husband, wife, children, relations, estate, Country, life, liber­ty, wholſome aire, convenient accommodation, health, proſpe­rity in our affairs, going through without diſtraction, what we have to do, or moleſtation are neere us as men, we know what they are, and what they coſt, as well as you; and that to enjoy them is the portion of a man, and all that he can have of them under the Sun, and that it is good in this ſenſe, if it may be with a good conſcience, to know good daies, and to ſee no evil, all that we lay them down for; All that for which we ſuffer the loſſe of them, which is as little pleaſing to our fleſh and blood, as to you is, it is the will of God that it ſhould be ſo to try us, and that the vertue of him in us may be made manifeſt, and that in this incounter we may not make ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience, and ſo deny the Lord that bought us, for things that periſh, and hereby it comes indeed to be made manifeſt, that we know and have the poſſeſſion of ſomething that is eternal, viz. that we en­dure, that we ſuffer the parting with the temporal; And herein the Lord is glorified that we chuſe not, or prefer that which periſhes before that which endures, who are not our own, but as hath been ſaid, are bought with a price, and therefore are to glorifie God in our bodies, and our ſouls, which are Gods; and by this you all will ſee (and therefore it is that this day is ſuffer'd) that we have ſome­thing more then what is of this world for the enjoyment of which we leave the world, and chuſe rather to ſuffer affli­ction, [Page]then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; For all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution.
We ſay not for any of thoſe things, or that we would ſeem to be ſomething in ſpeaking of what ſhall be hereafter, and ſo to glory do we thus write. But the Lord would have us thus to ſpeak, that you may know that our ſufferings will have an end; and that it will be thus with thoſe who fear the Lord, in whom he rules, and that a day of deliverance there will be, a reſurrection, a return; and that the Lord therein will be glorified; and this we are ſhewn, and it is to be ſhewn un­to you, that it may be known, if ſo be that it may be belie­ved; but whether it be believed or no, the thing is ſo, that God is with us, and that he hath not forſaken us, though he ſuffers us to be tried, and that he is preſent with us, and will be through all, and beyond all that ye ſhall be ſuffered to do unto us, and that we are not left comfortleſs, but are ſhewn the end of, as well as our ſufferings, even the glory that ſhall follow, the glory that is to be revealed at the coming of the Lord, the manifeſtation of his power, who is over all, and reigns for ever; And by his ſo keeping, and preſerving us, through all and over all, ſhews that he is with us, and that it is Jeſus in us whom you now perſecute.
For we pray you what ſhould ſupport us, what think ye can keep us in the midſt of all theſe things, which you have ſet be­fore us, and prepared againſt us, and which you are preparing, & have made us, and which you are making us to go through, Impriſonment, Baniſhing us our Native Country, taking us from our Relations, Trades, Callings, Husbands, Wives, Children, native aire and ſoile, and whatſoever in this world may be dear unto us, casting us into noiſome holes and places, thick­er in proportion then a diſcreet man would put dogs into a kennel, or beaſts into a pound, or horſes into a ſtable, or [Page] pigs into a ſtye amongſt lice and vermin, and Fellons and murderers, contagious ſtinks, and naſtineſſe ſufficient enough to infect ſuch as have lived in wholſom cleanlineſs, good aire, and dyet; as you know it hath been with many of us, whoſe living hath been as well as yours in the world, to the infect­ing of ſome of us already, who have laid down the body at the foot of your cruelty, whoſe blood you have to anſwer for, as for the blood of others of us, whom your unmerciful bar­bariſme by your Officers have ſent out of the world, as Lidia Tevy, and her infant, Alice the wife of William Peachy, who was big with child, and hurt by the Officer in the meeting, who went home ill, was delivered the next day, and a few dayes after, continuing ill, died; And Mary Knight did, the ſervant of Nathaniel Milner hereafter mentioned; We ſay, what ſhall make us to undergo all this cruelty, and that with cheerfulneſſe, which thou John Knight, and ſome of the reſt of thy brethren are preparing, and have prepared for us, have and are ready to execute upon us (of which, as to the things already done, and the readineſſe of your hearts further to do this enſuing relation gives the particulars) were it not for ſomething that is mortal, that is more then man, that bears us out?
We think you ſhould come into conſideration, and to ſen­ſibleneſs, and that theſe things ſhould bring you to it; And therefore it is, that we have thus wrote for your welfare; We truly deſire in the Lord, though you purſue our ruines, and that without a cauſe, for which the Lord God will one day plead with you, and let you know, that what we have ſaid is true.
Is it the world think you that makes us thus, how can that do it, when this leads us out of it, is it our country, where­withal can that induce us, when by theſe things we are threat­ned [Page]out of it, is it our relations, wives, husbands, children, neighbours, kinsfolks, friends, acquaintance how can it be ſo, when you take us from them? doth greatneſs in the world tempt us? this very thing is that which doth diminiſh us; Is it honour and applauſe among men? This makes us a ſpecta­cle both to Angels and men: Doth eaſe and pleaſure do it? this takes from us our pleaſant things, and doth put us to ſojourn (as it may prove) in deſolate wilderneſſes: Is it profit and advantage? this takes us from our profits, and the places of the advantage; alſo of our eſtates and callings: Is it health? what more hazardous thereunto, or more rea­ſonably likely to be deſtructive, then ſuch a change of cli­mate, and alterations of ſeaſons thereby, as by the Law you may caſt us into.
Well, the Lord God eternal will plead with you, who have put us upon theſe things, and with thee John Knight in par­ticular: And thou and thy judgment muſt then come to know for what thou haſt done from the hand of the Lord: But be­fore we proceed to ſpeak to thee any further in this matter, we muſt lay before thee in particular, and bring back upon thee thy wickedneſſe thou haſt done unto us, and then thou ſhalt hear thy judgment.
No ſooner was't entred into thine ear, but thy thoughts gave thee what thou wouldſt do unto us, and before thou ſlepteſt that night, after thou waſt ſworne Major, didſt not thou expreſſe what thou would do unto us? this being the opportunity thou longedſt for, wherein to be dealing with us, thou knoweſt the work thou waſt driving on the year before, when (as hath been ſaid) moderation, as to conſci­ence, ſat in the ſeat of the government. Thou knoweſt what endeavours thou uſedſt to ill-be-ſpeak that moderation to the Court; and what thou ſaidſt to one of the Kings Secretaries [Page]at Bath, as to us, and what he anſwered thee, when thou didſt put the queſtion (viz.) We have many Quakers in the City; What ſhall we do with the Quakers: It is the Kings pleaſure (thou knowſt he ſaid) that they be proceeded withal, with gentleneſſe, and won with with love, or words to that purpoſe. And yet thou knoweſt as not ſatisfied with this, how thou ſpakeſt with him again about it; and how the ſame anſwer thou receivedſt, thou ſhewing thereby what a mind thou haddeſt to be dealing with us, even when the govern­ment was not in thine hands, at leaſt to reflect on thoſe that hold thy hands, ſome of which were then preſent, if ſo be that a word had ſlipped out of the Secretaries mouth for that purpoſe.
And then after thou waſt Major, how ſoon thou didſt cauſe our peaceable meetings, to be viſited after thou hadſt ſome enterchange with ſome of thoſe called Baptiſts, and Independants thou knoweſt; and what thou haſt done ſince to us, which we are now intending to ſet in order before thee, and now heare what we have to ſay to thee in this matter.
To omit many things that paſſed the ſeveral firſt daies of the the week after thy firſt entrance into thy Mayoralty, wherein the Officers, ſometimes Civil, ſometimes Military, ſometimes both came to our meetings, and required us to depart, yet meddling with non except Elinor Maud, whom the Marſhal with Muſqueteers had away to the guard, but from thence ſhe was diſmiſſed again: Thus compaſſing our City like a dog (as the Pſalmiſh ſpeaks, Pſal. 59.6. and in the evening returning, and grudging, and not being ſatisfied, they return at evening (ſaith he) they make a noiſe like a dog, and go round about the City, and at evening let them return, and let them make a noiſe like a dog, and go round about the [Page]City, ver. 19. and ver. 20. Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not ſatiſfied; for he that holds the waters of the ſea in his fiſt, and comprehends the dust of the earth in a meaſure, and weigheth the mountains in a bal­lance, who declareth to man his thoughts, ſhewed his domi­nion, and how he could keep thee off, who had preſerved us hitherto, and gave us not a prey into thy teeth. So that it was not when thou wouldeſt, nor as thou wouldeſt, but when he ſuffered, and as he pleaſed to let it be, was it that we were delivered into thy hands, who couldſt not, nor canſt do any thing to us, but as thou receivedſt power from above; as he ſaid to Pilate, who is gone before, in that day, when he ſaid unto him, Speakeſt thou not unto me, knowest thou not that I have power to crucifie thee; and have power to re­leaſe thee (Thou couldest have no power at all (ſaid he) a­gainſt me, except it was given thee from above, Joh. 19.10, 11. So the time being come wherein we vvere to be tried, and thereby the vertue that is of him in us to be made manifeſt, thou hadſt power given thee, and not before to enter in upon us; and ſo on the 28. day of the ninth month, called November, being vvithin a day of full two months after thou vvaſt ſworn Mayor. Thou ſenteſt thy Officer John Jones the Lawyer, vvho vvith one of the Town Clerks ſervants, and ſome other Offi­cers and Souldiers of the Militia, vvhich thou haddeſt got into thine aſſiſtance, came vvith ſwords and armes upon a naked people, vvho make (and their principle is ſo) no re­ſiſtance. And after he had required us to depart, and taken the names of ſeveral of us, he ſent to the Guard theſe, vvhoſe names follow, viz. Edward Pyott, Jeremy Hignel, John Gibbons, George Biſhopp, Thomas Morris, Lewis Rogers, Nehemiah Pool, Benjamin Cottle, Joſeph Jones, James Sterridge, George Oliver, John Spoore.
[Page]
Theſe being brought to the Guard, were continued there in the wind and cold till about evening, and then Thomas Wal­ter, Lievtenant to Captain Adams (whoſe Company then had the guard) came and acquainted them that thy ſelf, and the Deputy Lievtenants, who ſome of them that very night denyed that any ſuch thing was ordered by them, had orde­red them to be ſent to Bridewel, ſo to Bridewel they were brought a place of reproach, appointed for Rogues, and no Priſon of the Kings) though they were pretended to be the Kings priſoners, though ſome of them were Citizens, and men of quality therein.
Now it is to be noted, That Sheriff Streamer being Major of the Regiment, and ſo having command of the Guard, coming to the Guard and underſtanding who were brought thither, whereof one was his near relation, viz. his Brother-in-law, and his friend, viz. George Biſhopp, if ſo be his buſineſs was to have him up, and that that was the end of that dayes work; came not into the Guard (underſtanding him to be, if not ſeeing him there) but went his way to to the meeting-houſe, and there in perſon diſmiſt the reſt, without making ſo much as one a Priſoner.
Which unnaturalneſs and high ingratitude he learnt, no doubt, of thee, who (as the ſequel of this relation ſignifies) waſt well skilled in things of that nature, and his orders (no doubt) he received from thee, who as thy Buffoon or Martin-ape (as men uſe to ſay) moſt artificially followed the dictates of thy mad and haſty ſpirit, who hadſt not (nor had he) learnt that moderation which the whole ſeries of tranſacti­ons in this generation (the moſt remakable of any that had been in the world) vvould have taught thee, as vvould alſo the ſaying of him vvho lives for ever, vvho is the Judge of all (viz.) To do to others whatſoever you would ſhould be done [Page]unto your ſelves; that is to ſay, when you are in power, ſo vvarily to extend it, as that you may live with your Neigh­bours, and have their love when your power is gone, and gain the good reputation of moderate men. For the vvheele turns round, and as the hiſtory of former ages have proved on this, Date obulum Beliſario, For Gods ſake give a half­penny to Beliſarius, comes to be the portion of many, which befel that great Captain Beliſarius, vvho in the dayes of Ju­ſtinian the Emperor, did ſo behave himſelf in Perſia, Affirica and Italy, that he had the honour of this Effigies on the o­ther ſide of the Coin, vvith this inſcription, Gloria & Ro­manorum decus, The Glory and Grace of the Romans.
And of this you vvanted not vvarning, if you would have taken heed, nor good Examples before you; but as it was ſaid in another caſe, in a wrong ſpirit, by Balack to Balaam, may be ſaid truly of you, The Lord hath kept thee back from honour, Numb. 24.11. Or the infatuation of the Almighty, becauſe of your luſt to oppreſſion, hath been ſo upon you, that in your day you have not known the things that belong unto your peace, that is to ſay, you have not taken the courſe that wiſe men have ſteered in all generations, upon the gui­dance of their obſervation of the revolutions of this World, viz. ſo to behave your ſelves whilſt ye are in Power (as hath been ſaid) as that you may live in good reputation with your Neighbours vvhen you are out of it (that is to ſay) that you may be men when you have no power. And this let us ſay to you all, who are joyned together in this perſecution of the in­nocent, if ſuch a hand had been carried toward you and this City in former dayes, as you have done in this, neither you had been ſo, nor this City; that is to ſay, neither had you, nor this City been ſo as at this day: And ſome of them whom with ſo much deſpight and ignominy you now rule over, have [Page]been inſtrumental that you and the City have not been other­wiſe; and this is the requital you make of all that which hath ſought to, and hath ſaved you, thus to do.
But this your work will be your ſhame; and the day is at hand wherein you ſhall hear of it with both your ears, that is to ſay, the Lord will ſo work as that you ſhall ſee both where you are, and what you have been doing, when repen­tance with ſome of you we fear may be too late, and the place of repentance you will not find, though you ſeek it carefully with tears.
But to proceed, for thou muſt throughly be dealt with ere this is finiſhed.
Having lodged the aforeſaid Priſoners at Bridewell, the next morning thou hadſt them to the Council houſe, the Keeper of Bridewell being their leader; and having ſet guards of Mus­quetiers at the Tolzey door (contrary to Law, which is, that Courts of Juſtice and Proceedings at Law, be open) keeping out whom they pleaſed; thou ſaidſt to them, what came into thy mind. And though they in moderation told thee, that they had done no new thing, but what they had many years before even ever ſince they had been a people. And that experience had ſhewn in the greateſt revolutions that had been in this Nation, that they, and what they profeſſed and did, was not inconſiſtent with the publique peace, but that they, and the peace of the place and Nation might be. And that what they did was not in obſtinacy and contempt, as thou wouldſt have rendred it, but in Conſcience to the Lord, whoſe wor­ſhip was in Spirit; and he ſought ſuch to worſhip him, viz. in Spirit and in truth, Joh. 4. And that their ſuffering Chearful­ly whatſoever might be done to them in reference to this thing, who had Eſtates, Relations, Families Callings, who knew (as your ſelves might judge) what it was to get and to [Page]looſe their Eſtates, Libertie, Countries, did ſpeak that there was ſomething more in it then of this world, that made them willing thus to offer it up. And though they told thee more­over, that as to Government they were not againſt, but did own the Second Table, as well as the Frſt, Maſters, Parents, Magiſtrates, &c. but all in the Lord; and that where they could, and not ſin againſt the Lord, they were obedient; and where they could not, they did quietly ſuffer. And that ye had experience of them in ſuch things as they could do, that they rather went before you then otherwiſe. And though they asked thee what thou would have them to do, ſeeing their Conſcience was not ſatisfied? Suppoſe (ſaid they to thee) that we are miſtaken, which (ſaid they) we are not, but are certain of what we do, wouldſt thou have us to do that which our conſcience is againſt, becauſe of what may be done to our bodies, before we are convinced of the con­trary? Said not the Apoſtle, Happie is he that condemneth not himſelf in the thing that he allows? Yet thou wouldſt not hear; and though thou pretendedſt to a great deal of fairneſs at firſt, and that thou hadſt received a Letter from the Kings Council, giving thee direction to take up the Heads of us, and ſecure them till the Aſſizes, unleſs they ſhould give Security for their appearance: And told that there vvas theNot this latter, but the former. New Act for Baniſhment, and didſt bid Edward Pyott chuſe which he would have thee to proceed with him againſt, either the Coun­cils Letter, or the ſaid Act; yet thou putteſt him to the Oath of Allegiance; though when thou puttedſt the queſtion, he ſaid, there is the mercy of the Law, and the Rigour of the Law before thee, if we muſt chuſe, let us have the mercie of the Law; thou ſaidſt vve ſhould have the mercie of the Law, he told thee, That thy fruits would make it manifest, being [Page] ſenſible of thy deceit. And this was the mercie of the Law, or that which thou mighteſt think too much mercie, viz. the ſeveritie of the Law, or rather the ſeveritie which the Law doth not require; for that Law was made for Papiſts, and ſo we are not the people which that Law intends (as Edward Pyott told thee) which is thy mercy; and theſe thy fruits made thee manifeſt: And ſo thou didſt commit him (though a free-man of the Citie, whom thou wouldſt make a ſtranger becauſe he lived within a mile without it) and George Oli­ver, John Gibbins, James Sturridge, Thomas Morris, John Spoore, Benjamin Cottle, and Nehemiah Poole, becauſe ſtran­gers, for being at an Ʋnlawful meeting, and for not taking the Oath of Alegiance, and for refuſing to find Sureties to be of the good behaviour, for which thou ſignedſt the Warrant, (and with thee John Lock, Nathaniel Cale, and John Law­ford,) who were ſent to Newgate, and the other five that were of the City (viz.) George Biſhopp, Jeremiah Hignell, John Summers, Joſeph Jones, and Lewis Rogers, thou diſmiſſed upon their promiſe of appearance at Seſſions; ſo the firſt eight were detained in Newgate until the fifth of the tenth moneth following, who were then ſet at liberty by thee, upon the promiſe of two of their friends that were of the Citie, becauſe they dwelt without the limit thereof, that at Seſſions they ſhould appear.
Thus far matters proceeded at that time: Yet thou waſt not ſatisfied, but as a man reſtleſs to accompliſh the end, thou hadſt determined, viz. the rooting of us, and the gene­ration of us, out of this City, we, our families and Relati­ons, who (as hath been ſaid) are no inconſiderable company of men therein, as is well known to the Citie, thou didſt work with the Deputies Lieutenants, what with Arguments, what with Threatnigs to repreſent them to the King as perſons [Page]not well affected to his affairs, if they would not aſſiſt thee; and vvith them didſt prevail to come down the next firſt day of the week, viz. the 6th of the 10th moneth, vvith the Sheriff to the meeting, vvhich vvas then before the door of their own hired houſe, being kept out of their own hired houſe by Armed men. But the Deputy Lievtenants being men of more mo­deration, ſeeing no matter for their arms to work on, after they had ſent ſome few to Bridewell, and ſome others to the Court of Guard, to ſee thereby how they might affect the reſt, came away, making no farther manner of proceeding in the caſe, then to ſet thoſe on the Guard and at Bridewel at liberty.
And indeed it was a thing prepoſterous and contrary to reaſon, as it was againſt Law, that armed men in times of peace, ſhould take upon them, or ſuffer themſelves by thee to be over-ruled, to execute the parts of Civil officers, in the execution of the Law (ſuppoſe there had been the breach of any law which yet is not granted, except of what was old and obſolete) when the Civil themſelves might well accom­pliſh it, eſpecially on a people who one of the Officers might as well lead, as a Regiment (that is to ſay) would make no reſiſtance. For the times of peace differ, things in caſes of that nature, according to the old maxime, Cedant Arma to­ge, Let Arms give place to the Gown, that is, to the Civil ad­miniſtration of the Law; for Arms are not things natural to Law, but where the execution of Law, by the hand of the ordinary Officer is weak, and cannot be by reaſon of Armed inſurrections or deſigns of War, there arms are levied and made uſe of as things extraordinary, as poiſon in Phyſick, to cut off that exuberance, that ſo the body be not hazarded, that the whole part be not endangered, according to that ſaying of [Page]the Poet, Cuncta prius tentanda, ſed imedicabile vulnus, enſe recidendum eſt, ne pars ſincera trahatur; (that is,) All things are firſt to be tryed, but an incurable wound muſt be cut off with the ſword, leaſt the ſound part be infected. Thus accor­ding to your Law.
But this thou didſt not do, for (as hath been ſaid) there was no need of Arms againſt them who had none, whom one Officer might order as well as a thouſand, as thine own pra­ctice mentioned in the enſuing relation hath made good, and which is a reproof, viz. what thou haſt done in the caſe to thy ſelf. And was it not a thing abominable, that thou ſhouldſt ſet the Citizens in Arms, to pull their peaceable fellow Citi­zens from their peaceable meetings, waiting on the Lord, in­to Priſons, and ſo to ruine (as it might fall out) by the ten­der of the Oath of Alegiance; and the proſecution of the pe­nalty on them that could not ſwear, vvhich Oath was not made for ſuch. For when it vvas made, there was none that could not ſwear at all: But for the Papiſts it vvas made, that could ſwear, but would not ſwear Alegiance to the King, holding the Pope Supreme, as the preamble of the Act, and the whole reaſon of it leads and ſhews.
Now if thou ſtumbleſt at this word peaceable, and peace­able meeting, ſo it is, and vvill ſtand for ever, and the Lord knows it, who will one day plead for us, and render unto thee according to thy deeds; and this their Neighbours were well ſatisfied in, who when occaſion preſented, cleared them of any thing to the contrary more then once or twice, when thou hadſt them Jurors, that is to ſay, of meeting with force and arms, or of being a terror to the people, notwithſtanding thou induſtriouſly ſought to, and wouldſt have had it other­vviſe: And for this purpoſe beſpakeſt ſome of the men con­cerned thy ſelf, not like a righteous Judge or Magiſtrate, and [Page]contrary to the Law of the Land, vvhich is, That no man be a proſecutour and a Judge. But of this more hereaf­ter.
Moreover, vvas it not a thing moſt unreaſonable, that Arms ſhould be required for a people to find, and they to be impriſoned for not ſo doing; and to be fined, and diſtreſſes to be taken for that purpoſe, vvhoſe principle is not to fight, vvho cannot do it in defence of themſelves, cannot reſiſt evil becauſe of him that hath ſaid, I ſay unto you, reſist not evil, but if the enemy ſmite thee on the one cheek, turn the other. Thoſe arms alſo being made uſe of to keep them out of their own hired houſe, and to break their meetings waiting upon the Lord; and to keep them in priſon, as well as to bring them thither, for their Conſciences in Worſhipping the Lord, and diſcharging a good conſcience towards him. And here boyes and others, whom one would ſcorne to put vvith the Dogs of ones flock, were ſet over them and our Meet­ings.
Laſtly, Was it not a ſhame, as vvell as a very heavy bur­den, that ſuch a weekly charge as the Militia ſhould be held on the City, for no other end, as hath yet appeared, but the diſturbing of us (and other people) as to the Woſhip of God.
Well, thus far thou didſt proceed, and thus it was, but to little purpoſe; for thou madeſt the City as weary as thy ſelf, vvho began to think vvhat vvould be the end of theſe things, and to what paſs the City in a ſhort time would come, being thus ſet, the one part of it againſt the other, pulling and endeavouring to root one the other out of it, even that part who were peaceable and a good example in it. And that this ſhould be by thoſe who were in the ſeat of Government; for ſaid not he who is Lord of all, A kingdom divided againſt [Page]it ſelf cannot ſtand. And then how could it poſſibly be well with Briſtoll when one part was turned againſt the other, as aforeſaid? It may be told thee, that it put the greateſt thoughts of heart into the ſober part thereof that hath been in the City, a City turning upſide down, and thoſe in the ſeat of Govern­ment bearing againſt that part thereof which was to be che­riſhed, which was to be upheld. This is a lamentation, and ſhall be for a lamentation.
But thou miſſedſt in that thine attempt that day, yet thou wouldeſt not give over, but fury roſe up in thee, like one who having ſome notable enterprize in deſign, with which to be­ſpeak, or to raiſe up himſelf, miſſing in his firſt attempt, is led forth with more vigor to accompliſh in the next, ſo thou ſur­charged with wrath and anger, didſt breath forth at the Tolzey, and threaten what thou wouldeſt do the next day to ſuch and ſuch, if they were at the meeting; and that thou wouldſt have them up, and gaveſt order for that purpoſe; and much paſſed thee there, what thou wouldeſt: do unto us.
So the next day coming, being the thirteenth of the tenth month, and the firſt day of the week, thou didſt cauſe the meet­ing houſe door to be kept faſt with armed men, ſome of John Hicks his company. And ſo the meeting came to be in the ſtreet, and there about the ſecond houre in the afternoon, Captain Hicks (a man as induſtrious as thy ſelf in theſe things, and as full of miſchief againſt his quiet neighbours) came down with a freſh guard, relieves them that were there be­fore. And finding the men thou hadſt threatned ſo, and took order about, viz. George Biſhop and Edward Pyot, for they were not aſhamed to be found there, in their teſtimony to the Lord, though they knew of thy order, notwithſtanding all was ſtill, and not a word ſpoken, he led them away to the guard, and tw [...]lve more, the names of all are as followeth, Edward [Page]Pyot, John Withers, Lewis Rogers, George Biſhop, Nathanael Day, George Gough, Thomas Goldney, John Summers, John Pickering, John Saunders, John Spoore, Thomas North, Natha­nael Milner, Henry Sutton.
Henry Sutton was diſcharged, being an ancient man; but the reſt were had to Bridewel, with a guard, as if ſo be they had been ſome notable offendors. And the worſt of men, and of most debauched reputation, to which place (after they had been ſometime before on the guard) Captain Hicks committed them, ſo they were brought to Bridewel; and there lodged ſome of them the ſecond time; as if otherwiſe you knew not how to murder their reputation, who were men of good reputation, who willingly went out of the Camp, bearing his reproach, who ſuffered without the gate; And ſo good report and evil report was alike to them in their te­ſtimony to the Lord, which they had learnt to go through, as did the Apostles, and followers of Jeſus, who were count­ed as deceivers, and yet true, who had here (as is our caſe) no continuing City, but looked for one to come, as he did who went before, who that he might ſanctifie the people with his own blood, ſuffered without the gate; Wherefore Jeſus alſo (ſaid the Apoſtle, Heb. 3.12, 13.) that he might ſancti­fie the people with his own blood, ſuffered without the gate; let us therefore go forth unto him without the Camp, bearing his reproach, for we have here no continuing City, concerning whom when he ſuffered ſome then ſaid, he was a just man, ſome a deceiver; And the Apoſtle ſpeaking to the Hebrews of the Patriarchs, and thoſe that went before them in that day ſaid, they confeſsed that they were ſtrangers, Heb. 11.13, 14, 15, 16. and Pilgrims on the earth, for ſaid he of them, and we may ſay it now of our ſelves in this day, They that ſay ſuch things declare plainly (and ſo do we) that they ſeek a [Page]country, and truly if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had (and ſo have we) opportunity to have returned, but now they deſire (and we do the ſame) a better Country, we ſpeak of that which is ſpiritual, which is heavenly, wherefore God (ſaith he) is not aſhamed to be called their God, and he will not be aſhamed to be called ours, for he hath prepared for them a City, and as Paul ſaid to the Corinthians, ſo may we, I think (ſaith he) that God hath ſet us (and we may ſay the ſame) the Apoſtles laſt as a ſpectacle (ſo are we) to God, Angels, and men, and as Jeſus himſelf ſaid, John 16.1, 2, 3. ſo we finde fulfilled theſe things have I ſpoken unto you (and what he ſpake unto his Diſciples then, he ſpake unto all that ſhould believe in his name, that ye ſhould not be offended, they ſhall put you out of the Synagogues. Yea the time cometh, that whoſoever kil­leth you (a true word of thee) ſhall think that he doth God good ſervice. And theſe things will they do unto you (ſaith he) becauſe they have not known the father nor me. Bleſsed are ye (ſaith he) when men ſhall revile you (our caſe) and per­ſecute you (as you do us) for my ſake, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you faſly, (as they do of us for my ſake) rejoyce (our condition) and be exceeding glad (and it is ſo to us) for great is your reward (we ſhall have the ſame) in heaven, for ſo perſecuted they (as you do us) the Prophets that were be­fore you, Mat. 5.11, 12.
And this is manifeſt, for if you pleaſed you could have com­mitted them as well to Newgate, as to Bridewel; or you could have lodged them at ſome place, near your guard; or you could have diſmiſſed them till the morrow, who would have appeared but you thought to hurt them, which you could not do, for they had learned another thing, (viz. to be content in all conditions;) and this is their Crown, and will [Page]be their Honour, that they ſuffer for the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and this we tell thee John Knight, that their memorial will be bleſsed, and of a good ſavour in England, when thou and thy name ſhall rot, whoſe name is rotten already, who art the ſtench of the City; and of thoſe who are neere it, who truly underſtand thee, who ſhalt have thy portion according to thy deeds.
Thus having pute them in Bridewel, one night thou fatteſt in councel about them the next day, and at the time of full Tolzey, thou muſt have them before thee. And John Waldron the Keeper muſt lead them as in triumph, and before ye they muſt be brought in a cloſe Chamber, and all people muſt be kept out, except ſuch as you pleaſe; And what were of your own Spirit, that ſo what paſſed, as to the making out of their innocency might not be heard; and to the priſon they muſt be ſent as Offendors in the face of the City, and be reckoned as tranſgreſsors, and ſome horrible ones too, that that which paſſed concerning them, was kept ſo ſecret, as in a Chamber, and that thoſe who ought to have been ſuffered to come in to be ſatisfied in the cauſe of their commitment were kept out; Now Courts of Juſtice ſhould be open, vvhich yours vvas not, vvhich is ſecret murder, vvhich is abominable to the Law, vvhich provides that proceedings be publick, vvhich you ſeek to ſubvert. And therein that vvhich is the fundamental Law of this Nation, for which you may have a day to anſwer, vvherein you vvill know, vvhat you have done, though now you vvill not hear (ſuppoſing its like) that you will never be brought to an account, but we vvould not have you to be deceived, as you have ſowne, ſo ye ſhall reap.
Well, this day thou beganeſt vvith Edward Pyot, and ſpakeſt many ſmooth vvords, telling of the duty of thy place, [Page]and the Councels Letter to thee, and the execution of the Law, and vvhat was required of thee in all vvithout, having regard to vvhat concerned the duty of thy place, as from the Lord; but as if there had been a neceſſity for thee to perſe­cute and force us to ſuffer, ſo thou vventeſt on, to which Ed­ward Pyot anſwered thee on this vviſe. As I vvell under­ſtand the place of them that vvere to obey, ſo I have an underſtanding alſo of the place of Magiſtrates, as they are the ordinance of God; you that are in the places of Magi­ſtrates, ought to mind the Lord as your ſupreme Lord, and over all in the government of the world, unto whom Rulers themſelves, as well as the ruled, muſt give an account; and therefore in the execution of the laws, and adminiſtration of Justice, you are to have a due regard to the Lord, and to his laws, and to do the Juſtice that is of him, for Magiſtrates by the appointment of God are to execute in their ſeveral places of Judicatory, as Gods miniſters, and not as their own Lords, nor as Lords of their own rule; but in the fear of the Lord, they, as Gods Miniſters, are to rule for God, and not for them­ſelves, nor after their own wills and pleaſures, but according to the righteous law of God, in the juſt and equal principle that is of God in their Conſciences, that the Juſtice that is of God, and righteous Judgment by Magiſtrates, as Gods Mini­ſters, may be impartially adminiſtred, for the puniſhment of evil doers onely, and for the praiſe of them that do well, that God over all may reign, and by all be known to rule in the king­domes of men; and after ſome interruption, as he could have liberty, he ſpake to this purpoſe: We being found in our in­nocent and peaceable meetings, onely in the worſhip of our God, and of the number of well-doers, whatever laws may be made againſt us by men, yet according to the law and Ju­stice of God, we ought not for our well doing to be puniſhed [Page]as evil doers: take heed therefore what you do, that you be not a terrour to good works. Now when thou waſt not able to reſiſt what in truth and ſoberneſs was ſpoken to thee, though thou haddeſt before told him, that thou wouldeſt make uſe of the mercy of the law, yet that thou mighteſt make him a tranſ­greſſor by law, who had told thee before that he could not ſwear, thou, without mercy, diddeſt again tender to him and John Spoore the oath of allegiance, ſaying, thou wouldeſt diſ­patch him firſt, otherwiſe thou ſhouldeſt not quietly proceed with the reſt, ſo thy fruits ſhewed what thy mercy was, as he then told thee: and to Newgate thou ſenteſt him and John Spoor, for being at an unlawful meeting, and for refuſing to take the oath of allegeance, and for not finding ſureties for the good behaviour, as is contained in their mittimus, for to the oath of allegeance thou didſt put them again, though they could not ſwear at all, in conſcience to the command of Chriſt, who ſaith, I ſay unto you, ſwear not at all, not as to the matter of the oath, which was for Papists and not them; and this was thy mercy (as hath been ſaid) to ſeek out wayes how to make them to ſuffer, though thou pretendedſt to the contrary. And this warrant was ſigned John Knight Mayor, John Lock, Nathaniel Cale, John Lawford, and it was dated 14th Dec. 1663.
Now as Edward Pyot was paſſing to Newgate through the Tolzey, and ſeeing there many people, and ſome that were wiſe and ſober men, and finding ſomething ariſing in him towards them to ſpeak in reference to the matter, upon which he was committed, ſaid, I have ſomething reaſonably to ſpeak to you, as to men of understanding; We that are called Qua­kers, do own our ſelves to be ſubject to Magiſtracy in all thoſe matters and things which concern our outward man, but as for our inward man, we own that to be the Lords onely, and [Page]not at all to be the ſervant of men; and as for that Scripture which ſaith, let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher power, we own its auth rity, but that it doth not require the ſubjection of the inward man, in the matters of conſcience, which relates to the worſhip of God, I offer, this is as a reaſonable demonſtration, which is, that if this Scripture enjoyned the ſubjection and obedience of the inward man in the matters of Conſcience, re­lating to the worſhip of God, if the then Emperour of Rome, (who was a Heathen, and a worſhipper of falſe gods) had made an Edict to inforce the primitive Chriſtians from their Chriſtian worſhip (which was in ſpirit, according to the Do­ctrine of Christ, Joh. 4.) and for them to worſhip as he and the Heathen Romans worſhipped, they muſt then of neceſſity have been ſubject (which is ridiculous to affirm) for the Chriſtians to whom this Epiſtle was written, were Romans. And as to their outward man, they were under the power and government of the Emperour of Rome: and therefore it muſt needs follow that the ſubjection and obedience required in this Scripture, is onely in things relating to the outward man, and not at all of the ſubjection of the inward man in the things relating to the worſhip of God.
So ſaid Edward Pyot, but as he had ſpoken theſe laſt words, Captain Ollive being then at the Tolzey, came and rudely took him by the ſhoulder, and would not ſuffer him to ſpeak any more, but cauſed him to be had to Newgate, to the offence of ſeveral ſober men preſent, and men of quality, who (ſome of them) after Edward Pyot was gone, ſpake to him about it, as diſliking the thing, that men for their conſciences ſhould not be ſuffered to ſpeak, or that men ſhould ſuffer for their Conſciences, which he and every man would willingly for himſelf enjoy; but herein he ſhewed himſelf rather a man made up of formality and the authority of the times, than of [Page] true wiſdome and moderation, ſo to deal with one that he knew was a man, and his antient acquaintance, and that had been a Captain in the City.
Then George Biſhop, and Lewis Rogers, were committed for being at an unlawful meeting, under pretence of divine wor­ſhip, and for refuſing to diſsolve being thereunto lawfully required, and for not finding ſureties for the good behaviour; Dated the ſame day, and ſigned by thy ſelf, and the reſt that ſigned the warrant aforeſaid, though they were all taken up in the ſtreet, near to, and at the door of our meeting houſe, where all were ſtill, and not one word ſpoken, nor action done, onely they, with ſome others of their friends, were there ſtanding, and then Captain Hicks ſpake to them to depart; they refuſed not, but preſently went with the Officers, in a manner as ſoon as Captain Hicks had faintly made the Proclamation for that purpoſe.
As for Thomas Goldney and the reſt, except Nathaniel Mil­ner, who being not in the List of the Priſoners kept at Bride­well, was not there kept, you required them to appear on the fourth day of that week, upon the account of Burgeſſes of the City, who appearing, you bad to go home about their occaſions, ſo there was an end. And why not Edward Pyot and George Biſhop, as well as they, ſeeing they were Citizens? and why not Lewis Rogers, ſeeing he was the apprentice of a freeman, and that his Maſters family depended upon his la­bour in part, for maintenance, againſt whom thou hadſt no­thing to ſay, whoſe name is Joſeph Owen? Was it not hard meaſure in thee to make the maſter ſuffer for the ſervant, yea, the maſter and not the ſervant, for the ſervant was thereby kept from work, and ſo would not ſuffer, but they would ſuf­fer whoſe maintenance in part came in by his work, as thou waſt told? And becauſe thou waſt ſo told in moderation and [Page]meekneſs by one of the Priſoners, thou tookeſt the Statute book, and demanded of him, who ſo ſpake to thee, whether he would take the Oath of Alegiance (the uſual manner of thy Predeceſſors in the dayes of Queen Mary) who when they knew not what to ſay againſt a man, or what was ſpo­ken preſently, it was demanded, What ſay you to the Sa­crament of the Altar? as the book of Martyrs mentions. He who ſpake to thee was George Biſhop, who demanded there­upon of thee, whether what he had ſaid was ſo offenſive, as that it deſerved the tendring of him the Oath? but thou wouldſt not give over tendring it notwithſtanding, till he told you that you knew he could not ſwear, vvho before he ſpake in this matter of tenderneſs and equity had not the Oath put to him.
And now let all that are ſober judge, whether what he ſpake was not reaſonable, and that which ſhould have been taken well at your hands, to wit, to inform how the matter ſtood with the young man, that ſo you might not do any wrong through miſtakes or ignorance, which (though he did as aforeſaid) with all meekneſs and moderation, yet with you it bore no other weight then to be ſo returned. So you have the Oath of Alegiance upon all eſſayes as a weapon in your hand at this day, to uſe to them that you know in Con­ſcience cannot ſwear, as they had in the Marian, which you exerciſe at pleaſure upon the innocent, when you have nothing elſe to ſay, or when what is ſaid doth not like you, as they did then, who thus carried it againſt the inocent, as it is by you at this day.
So ye be witneſſes unto your ſelves, that ye are the children of them that put to death the Martyrs, fill ye up then the meaſure of your fathers, that all the righteous blood ſhed up­on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel, unto the [Page]blood of Zacharias ſon of Barachias, who you ſlew between the Temple and the Altar, and that hath been ſhed ſince may come upon you, and verily it ſhall fall on this gene­ration.
And why could not John Spoore have been ſent home alſo, he being a poor man, and living in the Countrey near, and having a family depending upon his liberty, for his mainte­nance. One would think thou mighteſt have left the ſtran­gers to their own Neighbour Juſtices to deal with them, who knew them, ſeeing the Law is general?
And why not all of them ſent home as well as ſome, for as much as all were at the ſame place, and ſtayed as long or longer then they, and did no other thing but what the others had done, vvhom thou hadſt ſent to Newgate, as afore­ſaid?
If thou ſayeſt Edward Pyott lived not in the City, though he was a Burgeſs, it is anſwered, his living is very near, as a­foreſaid. And 'tis ſtrange that a miles diſtance ſhould ſet him altogether from being conſidered as a Burgeſs in this particu­lar, who removed there only for the aire, when as in other things you will deal with him as a Burgeſs; and with George Biſhopp you dealt the ſame as to impriſonment, vvho vvas a Burgeſs, and lived in the City, and vvas born in it, who had done more for you and the City, then is here intended to be related, though in recompence, and as a token of your love you made him the only inhabiting Citizen priſoner, as Alderman Cale then obſerved to you.
If thou ſayeſt they vvere taken up a week or two before, and ſet at liberty; and now were had in Cuſtody again: It is anſwered, the reſt vvere in the ſame places, and at the ſame time preſent, and yet neither impriſoned nor ſo dealt vvith.
[Page]
If thou replieſt, it was to make them Examples, being ac­counted as leading men, and as heads (as you call them) Alas, how are ye befooled, vvhen as daily experience proves, that thoſe people have a head and leader in them, whom none of theſe things thou haſt devized and uſed (take in this to the number) hath deterred from, but rather brought to meetings. And herein you have honoured them though againſt your wills, in accounting them, by your proceedings, Leaders and Heads of ſuch a people, who ſtand to, and teſtifie the dominion that is Eternal over the Conſciences of men in mat­ters of Worſhip, vvich the uſurpation of man would ſtand over, and this is their honour. And this record ſhall bear it for them to all generations, vvhen you are gone and laid in your duſt, who have perſecuted them for bearing teſtimony to his dominion in the Conſcience, who is Lord of all, a­gainſt the uſurpation of you and all men, which as hath been ſaid, ſhall ſtand by them for ever and ever.
And theſe things are ſpoken to the intent that it may ap­pear that your proceedings are partial, and not out of Con­ſcience, though thou John Knight doſt ſo loudly boaſt, that what thou doſt is out of Conſcience (of which more anon) and therefore it is that thou thus proceedeſt.
We know thou wilt pretend that thou hadſt directions from the Kings Council ſo to proceed, which thou didſt pro­duce, when they vvere firſt before thee, as hath been be­fore mentioned, which gave thee orders (as thou read it) to keep them in priſon till the next Goale delivery, if they would not find ſureties to appear, or to that purpoſe; and there­upon thou biddeſt them chuſe whether they would be ſo pro­ceeded againſt, or on the late Act, whoſe end was Baniſh­ment; and then didſt ſhew ſome of them thy mercy in ten­dring them the Oath of Alegiance, and committing them for [Page]that they could not ſwear, as hath been ſaid.
But this Fig-leaf will not cover thee, for who was he that Wrote up to Whitehall, and gave the Councel to underſtand otherwiſe of the City and us then it was? And inſinuated dangers that were not, and drew over them and the City ſuch an underſtanding as neither they nor the City did diſcern, and then produced the Councils Letter upon ſuch ſuggeſtions; thou ſhouldſt have ſhewn that, and have ingeniouſly confeſſed that thou wroteſt ſuch a Letter (for thou mightſt well con­clude that we might come to know it) and that becauſe thou thy ſelf wouldeſt not ſeem to bring the ruine upon them, and ſo the deſtruction on the City, which thou hadeſt in thy heart, therefore thou haſt done this, and haſt laid it upon the Council, and ſo haſt abuſed the Council, as thou haſt wronged us. This had been ſomething, bare fac'd, and like a plain man, at leaſt like one that was ſo ſatisfied, and in love with his own actions, that he dares to avow them before the world; and not as one that doth miſchief, and then ſlinks into a corner. Indeed the Council (as hath been ſaid) could not be expected otherwiſe to direct (being ſworn to attend the ſafty of the Kingdome) upon ſuch ſuggeſtions, that ſuch a City as Briſtol, and ſo to England as Briſtol is, was in ſuch danger, and that by ſuch a people as we, and our meet­ings, which in no more danger was, nor is, nor will be, as to us, and our meetings, then of children in their beds aſleep (as thou waſt told) nor deſerving ſuch ſuggeſtions. How could the Council anſwer the not ſending ſuch directions upon ſuch informations as theſe? But as for the King, thou knevveſt his mind at Bath by his Secretary, as aforeſaid, and his good aſpect of this place vvhen Himſelf vvas lately in it; and no hand of His vvas to the Letter.
So that it appears, that through thine own miſchievous [Page]ſuggeſtions it was, that Bristol came to be had in diſrepute, and that ſuch an innocent people therein came to ſuffer, which thou vvouldſt need cover with a neceſſity from the Council, and their order, which thy ſuggeſtions procured.
It could here be reckoned up vvhat heaps of Informations thou mountedſt up againſt diverſe eminent men in the City, that had been, and vvere Magiſtrates, becauſe they had be­fore thy day held moderation in the Government, as to con­ſcience (as hath been ſaid) and others, whoſe crime (as thou didſt endeavour to make it) was becauſe they came to viſit thoſe whom thou hadſt made Priſoners, of vvhom they were near relations, as Brother in-law, Ʋncle, &c. Partners in Merchandizing, as to which they had buſineſs, and how en­raged thou waſt at the general applauſe of the ſober part of the City with the Priſoners and Cities deteſtation of thee, and what thou didſt to us, which (their viſits) thou laidſt as the ground of thine Informations; and ſo, becauſe they were thy Priſoners, thou vvouldſt not have them (though the Law al­lowed it) to be viſited, and this upon the foot of vvhat hath been mentioned; but becauſe this was ſomewhat after in order of time produced, though now in deſign and prepara­tion, it ſhall be in this place omitted, and a return made to our ſtate, as it was vvhen thou madeſt them Priſo­ners.
Much was the Love of the City manifeſted to the Priſoners, even beyond the preſident of former dayes, and continual vi­ſits were to them, and as Doves flock to the windows, ſo came they to ſee them, manifeſting their great diſguſt of thee for doing as thou hadſt to us; and not a day paſſed without ſome manifeſtation of their love. And vvhereas thou didſt ſeek by what thou hadſt done, to cool the eſteeme of the City to us, and to bring us under, it aroſe the more abundantly, [Page]and ſo the more thou didſt perſecute us, the more we grew, ſo that thou loſt on every hand the love of the people, becauſe thou perſecutedſt the innocent, and thy deſign to decreaſe them, which vvas the intent of thy perſecution. Therefore leaſt thou ſhouldſt altogether miſcarry, and ſo on no hand be ſaved, one of the Priſoners being moved of the Lord, thus wrote and ſent unto thee:
Friend,

VVE are innocent, as to God, to Men, to Thee, we live in all good Conſcience, giving no juſt occaſion of offence to any; the King, thy Self, the Government are ſafe in Us; we deſire your welfare, God is witneſs, our meet­ings are in obedience to the Lord, and not in any oppſition un­to you, the Law or Government, the ſearcher of the heart knows it is truth, who will render unto every man according to his deeds, our refuſing to ſwear, is in obedience to the Lord, be­cauſe the Law of him we cannot tranſgreſs; our behaviour hath been in the fear of the Lord, and no other thing have you had from us; our converſation hath been blameleſs, as amongſt men, and we are clear, as in the ſight of the Lord; we have not been an oppreſſion to this City, nor the Nation, nor to any particular therein, but what in us lies we have had peace with all men, and we deſire the deſtruction of none, but the ſalvation of all, even our enemies, whom we pray for, whom we bleſs, whom we love; we cannot reſiſt evil, becauſe of him that hath ſaid, Reſiſt not evil. We are in Peace, and we would be in peace; times have tried us, revolutions, great revoluti­ons, the greateſt revolutions this Nation hath had, have pro­ned us a people not dangerous to Government, nor to the peace and ſafety of this place. You have had no hurt from us, we [Page]have done you no hurt, God is witneſs, and that of him in your Conſciences, which ſhall one day witneſs for us in you, that it is ſo whether you will or no; we are ready to be offered up as to all we have or are, in the teſtimony of the Lord, and the do­minion of him in our Conſciences, which we cannot give nor bow to man that muſt dye, nor to the ſon of man that muſt pe­riſh and come to nought, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils; and wherein is he to be accounted of? In other things (as we can in conſcience to God) we are ſubject, of which you your ſelves are witneſſes, doing more then you have expected at our hands, in ſome things, as you know we are a conſiderable body of peo­ple in this City, we, our families, our relations, our eſtates; we are of the City, and in the City, and inhabitants thereof, and enterwoven are we therein, and with the people thereof, as a mans fleſh is in his body, and his ſpirit in his fleſh, the ſe­paration if us from the City will proves as of a mans fleſh from his body, and his ſpirit from his fleſh, when you have liberty to do it from above (for you can do nothing at all to us, but as you have power from above) you will ſee it, the day of Gods vengeance is at hand, wherein he will render to every man according to his deeds; the Lords controverſie is with all thoſe who oppugne his dominion in the conſciences of men; and he will pluck them up root and branch, and they ſhall know that he is the Lord: It is the word of the Lord, and ſhall be fulfil­led in its ſeaſon, and the time is near: So my friend, take heed, there is no dallying in things of this nature, thou wilt find it ſo in the end. I deſire it may be, before it be too late; for this know aſsuredly, that the Lord will avenge the quarrel of his people, and he will plead the cauſe of thoſe that ſuffer for his Name, and ye ſhall be rooted up, that riſe up againſt them, it is the Word of the Lord; not with confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood, but by burning and fewel of fire, by the ſpirit [Page]of the Lord; therefore take heed. I warn thee once more, in the Name of the Lord, who am thy Friend,
George Biſhopp.
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The Original of this was delivered thee the day of the date, and thou didſt receive and read it, though it held thee not long, for the 27th day of the ſame moneth, the meeting was mo­leſted again, and the door was made faſt, whereby ſome were kept up in the Meeting-houſe, and ſome in the street, being not ſuffered to go in, and from being in the ſtreet be­fore the door; thy men in arms had Thomas Speed, who there ſate in ſtilneſs and peace, and from out of the meeting houſe was brought Charles Jones, and William Taylor (thy neigh­bour) and in the high ſtreet, far diſtant from the meeting houſe, Miles Dixon was met, and warned to appear before thee the next day, who with the reſt, were diſmiſt upon their promiſe of appearance upon Summons, and ſo Brideatel was not made their Banquetting houſe, nor place of entertain­ment, as it was the others; but they returned to their hou­ſes. Indeed Sheriff Streamer, the Major of the Regiment, to whom was attributed that dayes diſturbance, and who, out of the naughtineſs of his heart, was too much pleaſed with ſuch actions, told Thomas Speed, as ſomething in excuſe of what had been done (for T. Speed was his uncle) That he was ſworn to execute the Law. To whom T. Speed reply'd, They that did put them to death, whom you call Martyrs, and I too, ſaid they had a Law.
So the next day, having notice, they appeared at the Tol­zey, but thou having ſomething to do at thy Worſhip, put them [Page]off after it was ended, to the next day, T. Speed then ſpeak­ing with thee.
The next day they appearing, thou ſateſt in the lower Tol­zey, with thy brethren, for they demanded an open place, where all that would might come in and hear, and there thou didſt ſhew thy ſelf as thou art, a man full of rage and violence, and that ſought the bloud of the innocent, moſt unlike a righ­leous Judge or Magiſtrate; and then hadſt thy Sheriff Strea­mer there, who, though unconcerned as a Magiſtrate, for none he was, that is to ſay, a Juſtice, yet he took upon him very much, which ſome of eminent quality in the City, who being preſent, took part with the innocent, being grieved to the heart (the place being full) to ſee ſuch heat, partiality and prejudice with thee, that didſt ſit as Judge, and how contrary to Law thou didſt carry matters; for when thou didſt demand ſureties for their appearance, which they could not give, be­cauſe it was m matters of conſcience, and their teſtimony to the Lord, which they could not bring under by ſubmitting to ſureties, or yielding that others ſhould be bound for them, for if their own reputation ſtood good, what need is there of ano­ther being ſurety for them? and they were conſcious of no­thing they had done that might vail it, or bring it under, and therefore could not ſubmit the truth in them, which was yea, and not yea and nay to be brought under; we ſay, when thou demandedſt ſureties for their appear­ance,Captain John Knight and R [...]bert Yates (late Aldermen in the City, whoſe uncle Thomas Speed was) with o­thers, who were ready to do the ſame, and tendred themſelves, but were not accepted, becauſe the deſign was to make their conſcien­ce, or per [...]o [...]s to ſuffer. divers friendly men of quality voluntarily preſent, offered themſelves ſureties for them, which thou wouldſt not accept, except the perſons concer­ned would aſſent thereunto, which they could not do, for that was equi­valent with finding ſureties themſelves, [Page]and ſo they ſhould bring under their reputation, and the Teſtimony of the truth of God in them, which was yea, that is to ſay, that which it ſaid was ſo; but this they did, they tendred their promiſe, or word of appearance, which they are known to be men to perform, eſpecially in matters of conſcience, wherein the name of the Lord is concern­ed. Nay, Thomas Speed told thee, that if thou couldſt ſay in thy conſcience that thou didſt believe they would not ap­pear, when they had given their word they would find ſureties, but what thy conſcience was therein, thou wouldeſt not declare, which ſhewed, that thou didſt believe in thy Conſcience that they would, for if thou hadſt believed otherwiſe, thou wouldſt have ſaid ſo, for it then did concern thee ſo to have done, and to have taken him, but this thou wouldeſt not do, nor accept of thoſe that proffered themſelves, which is againſt law, and ſo did ſhew that thou determinedſt in thy ſelf to make them to ſuffer. We ſay,Captain John Knight. ſome of theſe that ſo profered themſelves, thy Sheriff re­flected upon very much, and high words grew from the one to to the other, which afterwards made matter of trouble at Court, the ſaid Sheriff finding himſelf agrieved, vvho offered the injury, and vvhen it came to it vvould not appear at hear­ing, and ſo ſhevved hovv little vveight their vvas at the bot­tom, the great matter of complaint being, that he vvas called the Kings Goaler, and no Juſtice vvhich vvas offered the She­riff upon his interpoſing in the buſineſs of theſe men, vvho vvas not concerned; ſo thou ſenteſt them avvay priſoners for not taking the oath of allegiance, vvhich thou tendredſt to them, (the old ſnare to intrap ſuch as cannot ſvvear, vvhen no other vvayes they can vvell be reach'd) and for refuſing to find ſure­ties for their appearance at Seſſions; and though thou couldſt not but ſee hovv much it vvas againſt the hearts of the multi­tude [Page]preſent, (vvho vvere grieved to behold thee ripping up the City (as it vvere) and putting to trouble the honeſt ſub­ſtantial men thereof, and placing them in order to ruine, and ſo were thinking to what theſe things would come) yet thou wouldſt needs go on, and having made before ſome ſteps in perſecution, thou wouldſt proceed, though it coſt thee the ru­ine of thy ſelf and them.
And ſo blind vvaſt thou, and mad in thy purſuit, that vvhen thou ſavveſt, and it vvas proved before thy face in the vievv and hearing of the people, that the five vvitneſſes produced a­gainſt them vvere all falſe ſworn in the particular of Miles Dix­on, who firſt ſwore that they ſaw him at the meeting, and ſo his name was inſerted in the mittimus, to go to priſon, and then one after another, when he demanded it of them, whether they ſaw him at the meeting? denied, and ſaid, they did not ſee him at the meeting, vvhereupon thou vvaſt conſtrained to cauſe his name to be ſtruck out of the mittimus, and one of them, viz. Sergeant Sloper, ſaid, I told your worſhip ſo before, that I met him in the high-ſtreet, yet your worſhip would have it in, that is in the Depoſition a thing moſt abominable, and to be noted! yet nothing was done to theſe men, who appear­ed out of their own mouths thus falſe ſworn in the view of the Court, but they were ſuffered to be as good evidence a­gainſt the other three (and other than theſe thou hadſt no evi­dence) and didſt upon what they ſwore, ſend them to priſon. And this is recorded as a perpetual mark of thy wickedneſſe and folly for which thou ſhalt receive thy reward.
And ſo imperious waſt thou and fooliſhly lording it (who art known well enough in this City, vvhat thou art, and from whence thou cameſt, and how thou haſt lived) that as if theſe men had been thy vaſſals, or ſuch as did not deſerve the Civil appellations of men (whoſe reputation, as men, ſtands [Page](ſaving thy being Mayor) as good as thine, thou didſt Sirrah them, and Tom thou hadſt up; Alas John Knight! whither wilt thou drive? and how unhandſomly doſt thou clime into the ſeat of Honour? (and yet of honour it is not, for an ho­nourable perſon would abhor ſo to do) out of which this caſt thee, and makes thee to be the ſcorn of the City, in which thou haſt been bred, and haſt lived; but this is the reward of all thoſe who turn againſt the truth, the Lord ſuffers them to draw contempt and obloquy upon thmſelves, and ſhame comes to be the promotion of fools, as the ſpirit of the Lord teſtified by his ſervant Solomon, Prov. 3.35.
So this day ended not to the prejudice of them (as the hand of the Lord ordered it contrary to thy will) or the cauſe for which they ſuffered. But the advantage, for theſe things be­ing open, and in the face of the City, it turned the heart of it the more againſt thee, and cauſed their love to flow to them whom thou wouldeſt deſpiſe and trample under; and in their viſits they manifeſted this; nevertheleſſe they were not thy enemies whom thou thus didſt uſe, and clap up from their oc­caſions and buſineſs, which was ſomewhat great; and by what thou hadſt done to them, hadſt threatned the end of them (as to liberty) and what they had in the world, but in love they ſought thee, and thy welfare, who never had done thee any wrong, if by any means thine eyes might be opened, and ſo mighteſt come to ſee what thou hadſt been doing, and turn unto the Lord; which was manifeſted partly in a Letter which one of them thus wrote unto thee;
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 Friend,

THe God of Heaven is not well pleaſed with thee, becauſe thy wayes are not found right in his ſight, the innocent [Page](who are to him as the apple of his eye) are by thee oppreſsed and afflicted. The ſame Jeſus againſt whom Saul zealouſly fought in the time of his ignoranee, doſt thou now perſecute in his ſuf­fering members, of which, what can be the conſequence (with­out Sauls repentance) but a fearful expectation of wrath and Judgment from the hand of the righteous God, the ſoveraignty of the great God over the Conſciences of men, doſt thou violen­ly attempt to invade, and to uſurp to thy ſelf who art a man that muſt die, and the ſon of man whoſe breath is in thy nostrils, and doeſt thou judge thy ſelf ſtronger than the Almighty? or canſt thou ſtrive with thy maker, and proſper? Conſider, O man, what thou art now doing, ere it be too late, and there be no place left for repentance. They that live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution, as ſay the holy Scriptures, but woe unto him or them by whom they ſuffer, better for them, un­leſſe they repent, that they had never been born, and that the womb that bare them had been their grave, that they might never have ſeen the light; think ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, how thou wilt be able to stand in Judgment with him who is a con­ſuming fire, in the day when he ſhall come to plead with thee the cauſe of the innocent, will it then ſuffice for thine acquit­ment, to ſay that thou hadſt a law, and by that law they ought to ſuffer? was not holy Daniel hurried into the Lions den, and the three faithful children into the furnace, by a law? and will the Judge of all the earth accept of that plea from the exe­cutioners of that law, ſo as to acquit them? Did not the mur­derers of Jeſus Chriſt (in whoſe mouth never was guile found) ſay, we have a law, and by our law he ought to die, but did that ſave them from the wrath of God his Father, ſo as that he hath not ſince ſorely viſited his innocent bloud upon them and their children, in the view of all Nations? Will not Bonner and his Complices be found not guilty before the Tribunal of the [Page]Almighty, if this plea prove valid, who ruined the eſtates, and conſumed into Aſhes in the Flames, the bodies of many holy Martyrs, during the time of the Marian perſecution? by him who made heaven and earth, must both the law, and thou, and we be judged, and then nothing but that which is righteous in his ſight will ſtand and abide his tryal, and then will not that very law which he hath engraven in thine heart judge thee, which ſaith, whatever thou wouldeſt that men ſhall do unto thee, do thou even the ſame unto them, which, whether thou doſt now practice, we leave to the Lord, and to his witneſs in thee, and in the Conſciences of all ſober minded perſons with­in this City, to judge and to determine. Let me yet further reaſon with thee, and be not offended, for in tender love to thine immortal ſoul, (the Lord is my witneſs) do I write theſe things. Haſt thou the ſpirit of Chriſt? if not, ſad is thy condition, for he that hath not the Spirit, (as ſaith the Scrip­ture) is none of his; If thou haſt it, O then where are the fruits? the fruits of that holy ſpirit are love, gentleneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuf­fering, mercifulneſs, forgiveneſs, &c. this ſpirit never prompted or prevail'd with any man to perſecute others for conſcience ſake, they in whom this ſpirit dwelt in all ages were perſecuted, but never found perſecutors, envied, but not envying, hated, but not haters of others, ſuffering for the matters of their God, but not cauſing others to ſuffer. Paul who had this ſpirit, ſpeaking of things appertaining to Conſcience, ſaith, Let every man be fully perſwaded in his own mind, (for mark) every one of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to God, Rom. 14.5, 12. And, as you have received Chriſt Jeſus, walk in him. Col. 2.6. By this ſpirit the Apoſtle Peter ſaid, Be ſubject to every ordi­nance of man for the Lords ſake. And the ſame Peter, by the ſame ſpirit, (being commanded by the Rulers not to ſpeak at all, or teach in the name of Jeſus) did (chuſing rather to obey [Page]God than men) ſpeak openly, and boldly in his name. Weigh theſe things in a cool, unprejudiced ſpirit, and hearken to, (and that thou mightest alſo know) the things that do belong to the peace of thy precious ſoul in this thy day whilst thou art on this ſide the grave. Remember, O remem­ber in whoſe hands is the breath of thy noſtrils, who can ſoon turn thee into duſt. Thou knoweſt not how ſoon the King of Terrours may knock at thy doors, with a Commiſ­ſion from the Lord, to romove thee from the land of the li­ving, and then peace with thy maker (againſt whom thou art now contending) will be more worth than the whole world, but not then to be purchaſed with all the Treaſures thereof. I ſay therefore again, Deſpiſe not the friendly advice of him (whilſt thou haſt yet a ſeaſon) who in heart deſireth thine eternal welfare, lest when thou come to lay thine head upon thy Death pillow, and the Terrours of the Almighty ſeize on thee, thou ſhouldeſt then cry unto the Lord for mercy; and he ſhould ſay unto thee, my love of­ten called unto thee, and thou wouldeſt not hear, in the day of thy outward proſperity, I would have won thee with kindneſſe, but thou wouldſt not hearken; Now therefore I will ſtop mine ears at thy cry, reap the fruits of thine own works, and let miſery be thy portion, until Eternity ſhall have an end. Hear and fear the Lord, and diſpiſe not the Counſell of him who is truly breathing in his heart to the Lord, for the ſalvation of thy precious ſoul, (and in the Lord) wiſheth well to thee and thine.
Tho. Speed.



This (as hath been ſaid) was wrote, and alſo delivered to thee, and with how much tenderneſs, and an earneſt deſire [Page]of thy welfare, and how ſuitable it was to thy ſtate, and how weighty let the ſober judge; one would have thought that thou wouldeſt have taken ſuch a man in thine armes, and hugged him in thy boſome (conſidering his love and zealous care of thy welfare) and never have let him go from out of thy heart, whileſt thou haddeſt a being or breathedſt on the earth, put caſe there had been a miſtake in ſome par­ticulars (as to which there was non, and thou ſhalt one day know it, the intent of his heart in ſuch a thing of weight as thine eternal welfare, that it might be well with thee, for ever would have ſunk into an ingenious breaſt, and never would have ſuffer'd that man to die there, who would have thee live for ever; and though the expoſtulations were quick and piercing, yet an ingenious man would have conſider­ed with himſelf, why he mindes my welfare, he judges me to be out of the way, (and perhaps I am, 'tis good for me to conſider) the things as they ſtand are ſtated truly, granting them as they are ſtated, onely he hath miſt (and let me ſee whether indeed he hath done ſo; for I may be in a miſtake) the application; Its good for me to heed whether it be ſo or no, a wrong zeal may carry me forth as it did Saul; Who breathed forth threatnings and ſlaughter, and haled men and women out of houſes (as I have cauſed to be done) and though (as I have done) he ought to do all things againſt that name of Jeſus, and was mad, as himſelf ſaid (and am not I as he was then) and perſecuted them even to ſtrange Cities (as I have in the Parliament, and in London and Weſt­minſter) and ſought to beſpeak them the worſt I could, and to cut them off from the face of the earth, that ſo neither name nor remnant might be left of them from generation to generation; and yet Saul came to ſee it otherwiſe, and to be knocked down in the way. As he was poſting to Damaſcus [Page]with Letters from the high Prieſts and Rulers to perſecute them there, and he was told, I am Jeſus whom thou per­ſecutest; It is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks, and he became a Preacher of the ſame Jeſus. (And O that it might be ſo with me, if I am as he was, and do perſecute Jeſus) he was alſo an eminent Apoſtle, and converted mul­titudes to the faith of Jeſus, and ſuffered for his name, who for his name made others to ſuffer; And when thy holy mar­tyr Stephen was ſtoned (ſaid he) I ſtood by and held the gar­ments of them that did it, and conſented to his death (as I have made them to ſuffer, if ſo be it be Jeſus in them that I perſecute.) And it was his great grief (and I muſt look to it, that it prove not to be mine) that he perſecuted the Church of God. And therefore ſaid, who am not wor­thy to be called an Apoſtle, becauſe I perſecute the Church of of God. Well I will ponder theſe things, wiſer men then I and more zealous, and of better reputation and profeſſion (I ſee have been miſtaken, and why may not I? well, I love the man, no harm ſhall come unto him.
Such would have been the reaſonings of (as hath been ſaid) an ingenious ſpirit to one who prayed and intreated when he was defamed by thee, abuſed and perſecuted; but alas there came no ſuch moyſture from thy flinty heart, but as one Canon proof (as is uſed to be ſaid) againſt all Exhor­tations and love in this kind, the moſt pathetical and con­vincing argumentations have no place with thee, but as a man hath hardened his heart againſt love and reproof, and ſo muſt fall without remedy, he and his letter were unwor­thily rendred in the City; and it was (as was that aforeſaid of George Biſhops) put into the hand of another, who had been their very great enemy, and much was ſpoken of the Letters, which cauſed great inquiries after the letters by ſome of their [Page]friends to ſee what was in them, becauſe they were ſo ren­dred, which therefore are now made publick; that all that pleaſe may ſee their contents (as it alſo concerns the rela­tion to take notice of them, and let the ſober in heart who have heard thereof, and do now read, judge (as hath been ſaid) whether they were worthy of ſuch report as was made of them; And whether the ſpirit of ſoberneſſe and truth did not write them, and whether they deſerved that which they received at thy hands. But to proceed.
Having lodg'd the perſons above named in the place of ſuffering, and took them from their callings and occaſions which thou kneweſt was not a little in the outward (as hath been ſaid) and placed them among, and as tranſgreſſors for their conſciences (for otherwiſe then as to the law of their God thou haddeſt nothing againſt them) and ſo put them into a capacity of thy farther miſchief, who thus hadſt reached them (as thou thoughtſt) who never did thee wrong, nor ſuffered'ſt thou by them at any time, thou didſt mind in thy ſelf how thou mighteſt do them farther harm; and ac­compliſh thine own deſign upon them, which thou haddeſt thus began in their mine.
To this purpoſe, becauſe the Seſſions was now drawing on, leaſt thou ſhouldeſt be left in the lurch, and thine own hands faile thee, who hadſt put thy ſelf (upon what neceſ­ſity or ground, if any let ſober men judge) on their fall or thine, and ſo be laught at, the neceſſity of which (as hath been ſaid) thou putteſt thy ſelf upon, or madeſt it a neceſſity to thy ſelf, when no other thing did, for the new Act ſaid, it ſhould be lawful, but did not ſo much as require thee to put it in execution, and the Oath of Alegiance was made for Papiſts, and that for Conventicles was old, and a doubt a­mongſt the learned in the Law, whether in force or not, and [Page]the common Law took no notice of religious meetings, or re­ligion, but the breach of the peace by ſome overt or manifeſt act, or deed by force and armes, or words ſpoken to that purpoſe, ſo thou madeſt it (as hath been ſaid again and a­gain) of neceſſity, which was not ſo in it ſelf, and for this purpoſe thou diddeſt conſider with thy ſelf how thou ſhould have been fit to anſwer thy end to paſſe upon them; and becauſe the City was large, and the priſoners had relations and dealings therein, and were well known in the City, leaſt ſuch a grand Jury ſhould be choſen, as might caſt out the Bill, and ſo blaſt thine enterprize in the bud, thou art ſaid to get the book of the Burgeſſes into thy cuſtody, and to pick out a grand Jury thy ſelf, which was not thine, but the office of the Sheriff; and it ill becomed a Judge to be a proſecutor; and the Jury ſhould be indifferently taken, as they lay in the neighbourhood, and not pickt out on purpoſe againſt the priſoner; moreover it being matter of conſcience; It ſhould be of men that are able to judge of conſcience, for how can men be Judges of actions done from that which they do not underſtand; ſo a Jury (it ſeems) thou did get, and the men out of thoſe that were ſummoned to appear, for the grand Jury pitched upon by thee, were Daniel Adams foreman (a new made Captain of the Militia, and a man concerned with thee, as a party whoſe ſouldiers brought the firſt priſoners from our peaceable meetings, kept them on the guard (without a warrant) and brought them to Bride­well aforeſaid; George Gibbs (an inveterate man againſt them, and ſometimes a Lievtenant of the Militia, that had been to force our meetings formerly, from which his ſoul­diers brought away then divers, and ſome of them then, that were now to be tried; and ſo he was of the ſame ſpirit, and might well be reckoned as a party, or a man that ought not [Page]to have been choſen to paſs upon them) William Jaine, Chri­ſtopher Brunſden, Nathaniel King, Simon Bowyer, Thomas Preſtwood, Samuel Wedlack, Thomas Smalt (Captain Lieu­tenant to the Colonel of the Militia Regiment, another of the ſame, of whoſe drodigious Barbariſme, exerciſed a little before to ſome of us on the guard, will be mentioned by and by) William Haman, John Thruſton, Thomas Wells, Thomas Stratton, Thomas Edwards, Matthew Stephens, Abraham Barnes, Richard Clifford, Samuel Dobbins, and Matthew Rogers.
Theſe on the day of the Seſſions, viz. the 12th of 11th moneth, 1663. were called and ſworn, and a charge was given them, and the Bills againſt the priſoners, which they quickly found; and now thou didſt ſet thy ſelf as one deter­mined to trie for the Maſtery over a people that did neither wrong nor reſiſt thee; and thy weapons were thus prepared ready for thy hands, and ſo thou didſt cauſe the Court to be adjourned, and gaveſt order for the priſoners to be brought in the afternoon, and then thou didſt ariſe to Eat and to Drink.
Multitudes were the people that in the afternoon were ga­thered to the Hall, and the ſtreet in the which it was, to ſee the iſſue of this great, and (before) never known day in Bri­ſtol, wherein men for their Conſcience only to God, knowing men, underſtanding men, ſubſtantial men, able men, men peaceable, of good repute, of good deſert, of good conver­ſation, of good example, were thus ordered to be brought before the Judgment ſeat of thee John Knight, to the rend­ing of the City, and the hearts of the ſober therein, to ſee Citizens ſet againſt Citizens, to deſtroy their fellow Citi­zens, and to ſeek their ruine, and for no other cauſe, but their Conſcience to God, and that in relation to his Wor­ſhip, [Page]when as wickedneſs paſſed without controul, and met with no reproof in the gate, this was indeed a day of ſad­neſs to ſuch, a day of darkneſs, and blackneſs, and of groſs darkneſs; eſpecially to ſee thee in the head of it, working it, contriving it, ſoliciting it, proſecuting it, making it thy buſi­neſs to effect it, putting thy fall or riſe (as it were) upon the accompliſhing or not, of what thou waſt about, who waſt Major of the City then, and ſhouldſt have done other­wiſe, and mens Expectations were on tiptoe to ſee the iſſue.
So between the ſecond and third hours in the afternoon, the Priſoners were brought as thy Triumphs, and at thy Cha­riots wheels (as we may ſay) were dragged, who (unleſs thus bound, when they did not reſiſt) thou didſt never overcome; the ſtreets were filled, and ſo thronged at the door of the Hall, that the Priſoners could not get in, but in the ſtreet, and about the door were forced to ſtay in the wet and cold (vvho were ſomewhat in an ill capacity to bear it, having been before ſome of them ſo long in Priſon) till thou cameſt (which was about the fourth hour) from thy feaſt, where thou hadſt the Biſhop and the Dean, and other of the Clergy to repleniſh thee; and ſo being fully frought with miſchief and envie, and prepared (as thou thoughtſt) for thy work, and in ſome kind of certainty in thy ſelf, that thou ſhouldſt accompliſh, thou mountedſt thy Throne, and thy brethren ſate by thee, and the Candles being lighted in affectation of the Grand Aſſizes when Witches are to be tryed, thereby to draw the more the wonderment of the people, thou didſt cauſe an O Yes to be made, and required ſilence to be kept (which thou mighteſt have forborn, for the people in the Hall being willing to hear, did of themſelves) and ſome of the Priſoners being ſet to the Bar, viz. Thomas Speed, Charles [Page]Jones, and William Taylor, who were in one Bill put together, an Indictment was read unto them at the Common Law, Charging them with being at an Ʋnlawful Aſſembly, under the pretence and colour of Religion, on ſuch a day, with force and Arms and to the Terror of the people, &c.
To which they pleaded Not guilty before the Jury, which were Thomas Walter, Foreman, (who was Lieutenant to Capt. Adams aforeſaid, who had the command of the Guard, when ſome of the Priſoners were had from meeting thither, and in perſon with a guard without a Warrant, conducted them to Bridewel, as hath been ſaid) Thomas Ballard, Richard Luck­et, Samuel Lloyd, John Towgood (waterbayliff one of thy of­ficers Prebend Towgoods Son) a bitter enemy of theirs, and a man ſo invenomed and prepared before-hand to make them ſuffer, that when G. Biſhop was committed, being in the low­er Tolzey, as he came down out of the Council houſe, he ſaid behind his back, after he was paſſe him, in the audience of the people, which were many, That he hoped to ſee him han­ged (who never did him wrong) for which the people re­proved him, and when the Seſſions drew near, he was ſo repleniſhed (having been, as he ſaid, with thee, and coming then from thee) that he could not contain himſelf, but alowd in the Kitching of the new priſon, and in the preſence of ſome, and hearing of other the priſoners in their Chamber over­head, vented himſelf after this manner, viz. That he had been with the Major, and that he came from him then, and that the Major had ſpoken to him to be one of their Godfathers, (viz. the Priſoners) and that he would warrant he would do their work for them on Tueſday next, which was the day, or words to that purpoſe; and now (it ſeems) was made one of them. But William Willett, a moderate man, was refuſed by thee, though called and preſent; all which ſhewed what thou intendedſt [Page]to do, and how thou waſt a party in this matter, for which thou wilt receive thy reward from the hand of the Lord. James Millard, William Hartford, John Clarke the younger, William Holmes, Thomas Lewis, John Tizon, and Thomas Standfaſt, whoſe father was then a Prebend.
Having pleaded Not Guilty, as aforeſaid, and ſworn, the Witneſſes were produced, which were ſome of the falſe ſworn men aforeſaid, in the caſe of Miles Dixon at the time of their commitment, and there was no other, viz. Lodowick Poole, and  [...] Sloper both Serjeants to the Militia, and parties who without a warrant, with force and arms took them from their peaceable meeting, and Tho. Speed from the door of the meeting houſe, at which in the ſtreet he was quietly ſitting, which men paſſed with thee as good evidence; ſome of theſe being ſworn anew, ſpake what they pleaſed. The Council pleaded againſt the commitment, becauſe it was with­out a warrant (which the witneſses confeſſed they had not) and ſo not according to due courſe of Law, which was to have been by Civil officers, and not by military, in time of peace, without a warrant, and this the Council made out, whereby all their work in troubling meetings that were quiet, was overthrown, which is ſomething for thee and them to re­member.
The Priſoners confeſſed two of them, that they were in the meeting houſe, and the other that he was at the door of the Meeting houſe, in the ſtreet, ſitting quietly, having not been in the Meeting houſe, for out of it he and others were kept as aforeſaid, and they witneſſed a good Confeſſion, as he did then before Pontius Pilate that is gone before, and acknow­ledged the matter, and ſpake of the ground upon which they did it. And one of them, viz. Tho. Speed, delivered it to the Jury in theſe, or words to this purpoſe, To you that are our [Page]Neighbours and fellow Citizens of the Jury, I have a few words to offer; we might juſtly except againſt ſome of you, as men unfit to paſs upon our liberties or eſtates, and parti­cularly againſt thee John Towgood, vvho didſt lately ſpeak things touching us, not fit to be named in this Court; but we freely forgive thee, and deſire the Lord to forgive thee alſo, to whom we commit our ſelves and our cauſe: That we were at a meeting in Broad-mead, the place expreſſed in our In­dictment, we may not deny, but do confeſſe, being there in the fear of the Lord (and in good will towards all men; in good will to the King (againſt whom we are accuſed to be treſpaſſers) to vvhom from our hearts we vviſh this happi­neſs, That he may ſo reign and rule in the fear of God, that he may live in his favour, and die in his peace, and may have a habitation with him when time ſhall be no more. You have families, relations, and estates, we have families, re­lations, and eſtates, vveigh well (out of all prejudice) and conſider what you are now about to do as touching us. Sup­poſe with your ſelves that the verdict you are now going a­bout to conſult of, may be the last that ever you may give in, in this would, and that when you have brought in your Verdict on us, you your ſelves ſhould immediately appear before the high Tribunal of the God of Heaven; go there­fore and do that wherein you may have peace with your ma­ker, when you ſhall go hence and be ſeen no more. And ſo ſaid it on the Conſciences of the Jury, whether that were any breach of the peace; nor indeed was there any proof that the peace was broken on their part (nor was it) or that their being there was vvith force and arms, or to the terror of the people; but the force and arms was on the other part, who by force and arms, contrary to law, had (to the Ter­ror of many that were not of us) thus taken them away. [Page]Hereupon the Jury, after ſome time, brought in their verdict, not guilty of force and arms, and to the terrour of the people, but guilty of an unlawful aſsembly, with which thou being not ſatisfied, they withdrew again, and thus delivered themſelves, Not guilty according to the Inditement.
This gave ſo great a ſatisfaction to the Hall, and the gene­rality of the people that were therein, (which was very ma­ny) that ſome manifeſtation thereof was given, the people then preſent being glad in their hearts, that innocent men, and ſuch as theſe were, and thoſe unto whom they appertained, were not found guiltie; and that the City thereby ſo far was un­concerned in a verdict againſt them, it being to their great grief and consternation of ſpirit, that ſuch men for their Con­ſciences ſhould be thus put upon the wrack, and ſought to be deſtroyed; but this their joy and gladneſs of ſpirit vexed thee to the very heart, that thou waſt ſo baffled, which thou couldſt not forbear to manifeſt, and ſo to prove undeniably thy ſelf what hath been here aſſerted, viz. that thou deſignedly ſoughtst their ſuffering, for upon the general ſhew that paſt the Hall upon the publication of the verdict, as aforeſaid, thou, as a man ſenſible of thy diſappointment, in that which thou hadſt ſo deſigned, and laboured to accompliſh, couldſt not contain thy ſelf, ſuch was the over-ruling hand of the Almigh­ty, for his truth and his people, that in vehement paſſion, as a man concerned in the contrary, and ſo didſt appear as an un­juſt Judge, which ſought the ſuffering of the Priſoners, and was not indifferent, which a righteous Judge ought to be, and rather inclining (which the law doth) to the acquitment, than to the ſuffering of the Priſoners, ſaidſt tthou couldſt not endure to ſit there and ſee thy Sovereigns Laws trampled under ſoot, or words to that purpoſe, who didſt trample thy Sove­raigns laws under foot, in ſeeking to make them to ſuffer, who [Page]by thy Sovereigns laws were acquitted, and ſo didſt demand of them, whether they would take the oath of allegiance? which thou before toldeſt them thou wouldſt do, if the Jury did ac­quit them: but in this thou waſt diſappointed alſo, for the reſt of the Juſtices would not yield to it, as judging it a thing unreaſonable, then to put the Oath to them, when they vvere cleared of vvhat they ſtood indited by their Countrey.
This diſſatisfied the Hall exceedingly, to ſee thee ſitting on the Bench as Judge, to act ſo contrary to Justice, for thou ſhouldſt rather have ſhewn thy ſelf as glad of their liberty, the law acquitting them, (hadſt thou been unconcerned) than to have manifeſted thy deſire to have had them to ſuffer: and hadſt thou been a wiſe man in thy generation, thou wouldſt have ſo done, But oh the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! how unſearchable are his judgments, and his wayes paſt finding out! he knew thy heart, and therefore would not ſuffer thy fig-leaves to cover thee, but brought thee forth ſtark naked to the worlds view in thy Wolfs dreſſe, and then ſtop'd thee in thy courſe, ſo that thou couldſt not neither prevail in this of the oath; yet their liberty thou didſt detain, who ſhould have been acquitted, and to the next day adjournedſt them, yet neither then, nor to this day, ſuffered he thee to have what thou wouldeſt upon them, who bore Teſtimony to his name, for which we glorifie his name for ever.
Thus paſſed the proceedings of the firſt day, the next day being the 13th of the 11th month, George Biſhop, Edward Py­ot, John Gibbons, Nehemiah Pool, George Oliver, Thomas Mor­ris, James Sterridge, Benjamin Cottle, and John Spoor, were ſet to the Bar, and an Inditement of the ſame nature exhibited againſt them before the Jury, who were Richard Codrington (foreman) Francis Little, John Clark the elder, William [Page]Loop, Hump. Barecroft, Walter Payne, Thomas Wright, Peter Roſewell, John Collins, (Dep. Marſhall) John Bradford, Ro­ger Willoughby, and Rich. Legg; and they were demanded to anſwer guiltie or not guiltie? to which they pleaded not guil­ty of the Inditement, in manner and form as was therein ex­preſſed, which their plea being entred, the Town Clerk asked them, whether they would proceed to Tryal now, or traverſe it? they anſwered, preſently, if they pleaſed; ſo the witneſſes were called, to prove them at the meeting, and thou calledſt for the Depoſitions that were taken at their commitment, as if thou wouldſt have had them read, the Priſoners ſaid, that there muſt be nothing produced in Court but viva voce, by word of mouth; the Town Clark ſaid to thee, it was ſo; where­upon the reading of them was forborn: the witneſses then being called upon to be ſworn, the priſoners deſired that it might be a little laid aſide, becauſe they had ſomewhat to ſay which happily might ſave them ſome labour, and ſo they began and ſaid, and confeſsed that they were at the meeting in Broad mead, and upon the day mentioned in the Inditement, and that they were there to wait upon the Lord, and in obedience to him, and to teſtifie to his ſovereignty over the Conſciences of men, as to worſhip, who was Lord of all, and ſoveraign in the conſcience, who was a ſpirit, and would be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth; not at Jeruſalem, nor in this mountain, as Chriſt ſaid to the woman of Samaria, and that ſuch the Father ſought to worſhip him, whoſe fear towards him is not to be taught by the precepts of men; and ſo began to ſhew, and would have done, from the three childrens time, and ſo throughout all Hiſtories to this day, how that there were a people that bow­ed not to the worſhips of the times, but gave teſtimony unto, and ſealed with their blood, the dominion that is everlaſting in the Conſcience, and the ſoveraignty of him there who is [Page] Lord of all, againſt the laws of men, that ſought to infringe, and did uſurp upon his dominion in the conſcience, who lives for ever, and would have given reaſon and undeniable de­monſtration for this, and have made it out, but thou inter­ruptedſt them, and wouldſt not ſuffer them to ſpeak, but with much vehemency didſt cry out, that thou couldſt not en­dure to ſit there and hear a Religion inſtilled into the Court, a Religion contrary to the laws of the Kingdome; and that the laws of England were the ſupreme Conſcience of England, and ſuffered them not to ſpeak further as to this ground or reaſon of their ſo being there, though the attention of the Hall was very great and in deep ſilence, though very full, being willing to hear that great point opened, viz. the ſoveraignty of God in the conſcience, as to worſhip, which was ſo near to them all, for conſcience is in every man, and every man would worſhip God according to his Conſcience, and would not have it dealt withall, nor thou thy ſelf (to the witneſſe of God in thee we ſpeak) as thou didſt to them. This being the matter ſo much in controverſie onely, they had ſo much liberty further to ſpeak, and to ſhew that their meeting was not in con­tempt of the lawes, or with force and arms, to the Terrour of the people, it being a thing contrary to their principle and practice.
So the witneſses were ſworn and examined, who teſtified, that they were at the meeting at ſuch a place, and at ſuch a time, but as to force and armes, &c. proved nothing, for though thy Sergeant Jones would needs have argued the mat­ter (being put upon it by thee in the Court, and no doubt had before received from thee his inſtruction) and thus would have brought it about, viz. that it was a Terrour to him to ſee the Kings laws broken, and he thought, it being ſo with him, that it could not but be ſo to every good ſubject, or words to [Page] this purpoſe, which ſignified nothing, for it was pleading, and ſo he was told that he pleaded, and ſo his teſtimony in that particular ſignified not, for thereby he ſhewed himſelf a party and not a witneſs, who ought to be a perſon in his Teſtimo­ny leaning to neither ſide, but declaring the certain truth in certain words, and not by argumentation, and ſo to leave it to the Court.
And though thou endeavouredſt to make ſomething of the Teſtimony that was againſt one Samuel James, who coming up the ſtairs at the time when thy Sergeant Jones aforeſaid, and and the Muſqueteers were at the meeting aforeſaid, and being preſently commanded down, and he not in the very minute obſerving it, but looking about him, being ſomewhat agaſt at that unuſual company, was endeavoured to be knocked down, the ſtairs, ſo muſquets being about his ears, and many men upon him, and he not knowing what they meant to do with him, it ſeems, as the witneſſe ſwore, he laid hands on one of the ſouldiers ſword in the ſcabbard, and endeavoured to draw it, which thou wouldſt have converted as an act of theirs, and ſo wouldſt have had it to bear the interpretation of a Riot, which, no doubt, was the reaſon why thou cauſedſt them to be indicted on that dayes meeting, and not on that in the street, at which they were taken when laſt committed. But this proved not to thy purpoſe, (for unawares its like in thee, but otherwiſe in the ordering of the Lord) thou drop­pedſt this word when the matter was in Examination, ſpeak­ing of James, and what he was, a Ranter, ſaidſt thou, which was obſerved afterwards by the Priſoners to the Jury, be­ſides, it could not bear ſuch an interpretation in Reaſon or Equity, that a mans action (and what the action was hath been ſaid) in a publick meeting, where none are kept out who was none of the people which uſually there met, ſhould be attributed to be the Action of that people, whoſe princi­ple [Page]and practice is contrary to to that action, and who own­ed it not, nor abetted it, and it being tranſient, not between thoſe people and him, or he and thoſe people with the officers, but between the officers and him, and that chiefly down the stairs, and in a lower room, where (they ſay) the ſword was endeavoured to be drawn by him, not in the place where thoſe people were met.
But this ſtrained interpretation would ſerve for little elſe than to ſhew how eager thou waſt, and induſtrious to find ſomething that indeed might have a reflection upon them, ſo the matters being turned up and down, and many things be­ing ſpoken, the Jury came at length to be addreſſed unto, to whom the priſoners ſummed up the Evidence, and re­peated how that nothing of force and arms was proved againſt them, (for there was indeed none) and how that that of James had no other reflection, nor could have, but as be­tween himſelf and the officers, the Mayor himſelf (as was ſaid to them) telling them that he was a Ranter, and ſo none of thoſe people, and how that their having been at the meeting, they had confeſſed, and upon what ground, viz. that it was in obedience to the Lord, and not in contempt to them, or to the Law, moreover, that they had conſidered of the matter, and if any thing on this ſide their peace with the Lord would have done it, they had not been at that which vvas the occaſion of their being thus brought thither, that the ſon of God was the ſoveraign of the Conſcience, and the worſhip of the Father was in ſpirit and truth, and his fear was not to be taught by the precepts of men, but here thou inter­ruptedſt him that ſpake, which was G. B. of that any further, but he, turning to the Juay, ſaid to them, Neighbours and Friends, we have nothing now to do with theſe, and ſo turned his hand to the Court, and to you I ſhall ſpeak; you have Con­ſciences of your own, according unto which you would worſhip[Page]God, and you would not take it well if ſome ſuch thing as hath been done, and is now doing to us, ſhould be done to you, for worſhipping God according to your Conſcience. Now what ſaith the Judge of all, whatſoever yee would that men ſhould do unto you, do even the ſame unto them, for this is the law and the Prophets. And ſo I ſhall leave you. Edward Pyot alſo ſpake to the Jury, and ſaid, you by the Court are made our Judges, and the matter of fact, for which we are called in queſtion this day is nothing criminal, nor any matter of diſhonesty, but onely for our meeting together in the worſhip and ſervice of God, and nothing more than barely meeting together is proved againſt us, to which our ſelves have confeſſed before proof vvas made, and as our meeting together in ſuch manner, and to ſuch ends as is declared in the In­ditement, hath been by us denied, ſo it is altogether without proof to you that which you are chiefly to conſider of in order to your verdict, is, whether or not we were met together in manner and form according as is declared in the Inditement. As to the manner of our meeting, it was not with force and armes, as you your ſelves in your own conſciences know, but we meet together in the fear of the Lord, and to no other end than onely in Gods Worſhip and Service; and there­fore take heed what you do; leſt you be found ſtriving againſt the Lord, for God vvill be worſhipped and ſer­ved as himſelf pleaſeth, and by his own direction and preſcription, in ſpirit and in truth, and not as man plea­ſeth, nor by mens preſcriptions and directions; for things may be highly eſteemed amongſt men, which are abomi­nation in the ſight of God, and it is not in the power of any Creature to preſcribe to his maker how his maker ſhall be ſerved and worſhipped.
It is enough for the greateſt of men to preſcribe their own [Page]Homage, and to direct their own ſervice, and to leave that which concerns the worſhip and ſervice of God, unto God him­ſelf, and to his own preſcription and direction, who alone is Law-giver to all, and the Judge over all, in all the matters and things which concerns his own vvorſhip and ſervice, and vvhom we chuſe to obey rather then men. Here thou roſeſt from thy ſeat in great rage, and gaveſt an interruption, but when the Court vvas quiet and cool, again he ſpake on, and ſaid, And foraſmuch as it is oft-times propoſed in Courts of Judicature, to the priſoners at Bar, to be tryed by God and the Country, in vvhich vvords it is acknowledged that God is the ſupreme Judge, and that the Verdict and Sentence ought to be of the Lord; mind the Lord therefore, and his preſence vvith you, and Councel to guide you, that the Lord may judge among you, that ſo your verdict concerning us, may be of the Lord; to vvhich ſome of the Jury anſwered, That they would do us right: and there vvas a ſence in many of them, which thou couldeſt not take off, though thou en­deavouredſt it, and madeſt a long narration of the penal Laws againſt vvhat vvas called Conventicles, and the not coming to Church; and vvhat fine it vvas to have Maſs ſaid in a mans houſe (vvhich related to Papiſts, and not to them) and what vvas in thy head came forth, but not a word to the purpoſe. The Steward alſo, viz. John Robbins, kept a great adoe, and turned over the Statute book, which to conſider (it ſeems) he had been up (as is ſaid) till about three in the morning, that he might be ready to aſſiſt thee according to vvhat is ſaid, he ſaid to thee the night before, that he vvould, but it ſignified nothing. It vvas not to the point in hand, for they were indicted at the Common Law; and thou and thy Council kept adoe about the Statute; and vvhat's this to the purpoſe, ſaid one of the Priſoners? And neither thou nor [Page]he ſo much as ſhewed the Jury vvhat vvas an unlawful meet­ing at Common Law. See how you were blinded, and what hand vvas upon you. And the Steward moſt unworthy of his Maſter the King, as whoſe Council he appeared, made a great Oration, how that we and our meetings were that which did ſhake his Crown, and that the King vvas afraid of us, and that he had been in the weſt, and what he had heard there, he told on purpoſe to incenſe the Jury, but all vvould not do, the Jury had another thing in their Conſciences and matter of Law, not ſtories, was that vvhich they vvere to Hear­ken, to eſpecially ſuch large Expreſſions, vvhich rendred the King and his Crown ſo vveak, and his Government ſo tot­tering, that the meetings of a few people (in Compariſon to England) to vvait upon the Lord, who uſed not Arms, nor re­ſiſted, and who were in good will to him, did ſhake it, and make him afraid, but this is not all the unworthineſs he then uſed to the priſoners alſo of which he was was well told, but now is pretermitted.
The Jury being to vvithdraw, the priſoners moved for a ſpecial verdict in theſe vvords, viz. That the matter of fact might be found ſpecially, according to what the Witneſses had ſpoken, and that might be left upon the whole matter to the determination of Law, whether it amount to the making good of the Indictment, vvhich thou oppoſedſt, for thou fear­edſt the ſequel, vvhich vvas, that thou ſhouldeſt not then have whereupon to paſs Sentence upon them.
So the Jury withdrew, and after ſome time, delivered their verdict; and the foreman ſaid a ſpecial verdict, and it was this, Guilty of being at an unlawful Aſsembly, according to the law of the Land, but not of force and Arms, or to the terror of the people. The priſoners demanded the record of this to be read; the record being read, it appeared that [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]but the firſt half was ſet down, vvhich thon hadſt cauſed (no doubt) ſo to be, for that ſerved thy mind, viz. Guilty of an unlawful aſsembly, according to the Law of the Land. But the other half vvas omitted, as not being to thy purpoſe, but againſt it, viz. But not of force and Arms, &c. The priſoners called to have the whole verdict recorded, thou vvouldſt not grant it, and ſaidſt, they brought it in as it vvas recorded. But that the priſoner that ſpake, viz. G. B. had drawn the latter out by questions, G. B. denied it, and affirmed that the Jury delivered their verdict as aforeſaid, and called to the fore-man, to anſwer vvhether it was not ſo; the fore-man ſaid it was, and ſo did one or two more of the Jury teſtifie. The Steward, to palliate the matter, would make the latter by conſequence, the former being found, that is to ſay, that it being an unlawful aſſembly, it was by force and armes; but herein he was miſtaken; for firſt, it was a ſpecial verdict which ſtated the matter on the one hand and the other for to be pleaded at Law, whether the evidence made good the Indictment, then the Indictment was at Comon Law, and there is no unlawful aſſembly at Common Law, but what is by force and arms. Thirdly, they ſaid it was not by force and arms, viz. Not guilty of force and arms. Now if they had ſaid, Guilty of an unlawful aſsembly according to the Law of the Land, and no more, there had been ſome colour of the latter, of force and arms, which the Steward would have made by Conſequence, but they cutting off force and arms in the lat­ter, without which it could not be an unlawful aſſembly in the former, they made the former of no force, and by conſequence adjudged, viz. that it was not an unlawful aſſembly, ſeeing that which only could have made it ſo, they brought them in not Guilty of, and ſo the verdict was a Contradiction to it ſelf.
[Page]
Yet a great adoe thou and the Steward made about it, but G. B. told ye both, that they muſt have no wrenching the Juries verdict, but muſt have it in their own words. And for the conſequences he ſaid, it mattered not, and therefore demanded that the Juries verdict might be recorded as they brought it in, or that they might have pen, and ink, and pa­per given them, to write their verdict themſelves, or if none of theſe, that they might go in again.
So the Jury withdrew again, and ſtaid ſomewhat long, yet at length came and brought in the ſame verdict as be­fore.
Now whileſt they were in the ſecond time; thou (its like) fearing leaſt they ſhould bring in a through not guilty, as the Jurie the night before did in the caſe of Thomas Speed, &c. who in a manner delivered a verdict the first time; much like to this, thou tendreſt to Edward Pyot the Oath of Alle­giance, that is to ſay, thou having uſed reflecting words to him of what he had been heretofore, viz. in armes in the Citie, as a Captain, and ſo looking upon him as an enemie, who was a friend to the King and thee; Demanded of him whether he would take the Oath of Allegiance? He replyed as to the clearing of himſelf, and how he was in principle and otherwiſe in good-will to the King and them all, and how his practice had been anſwerable, and that you ſhould be as Fathers to Children, that ſhould not ſeek the hurt of them who were under the Law, but their preſervation ra­ther. And that as to the thing demanded of him, he was up­on another iſſue, and till he underſtood vvhat that was, and was cleared from that, he ſhould not anſwer: Well ſaidſt thou, (ſhewing what lay rancoring in thy breſt) as ſure as I ſit here, if the Jury bring ye in not Guilty, I will put it to you.
[Page]
And not let all that are ſober judge in this matter, and whether as a man moſt reſolvedly concerned in the ruine of us, right or wrong, thou haſt not proceeded in this whole tranſaction hitherto, and whether ever in the Guild-Hall of Briſtol, in this generation, ſuch partiality hath been uſed, and downright perſecution in a Judge: And whether we are not (as to men) hard beſtead, when as for our Conſcience we are thas hurried up and down from one Law to another, from one penalty to another, if the firſt will not ſerve the turne, or cannot be accompliſhed, who ſtand before the Judgment ſeat of ſuch a Judge, as hath ſhewed himſelfe as thou, as afore­ſaid.
But to cloſe up this part of this relation, and therein this preſent ſitting of the Seſſions, the next day they were had to the Hall again, but not called, but the day after, viz. the 15th of the 11th moneth they were brought to the Bar, and then thou gaveſt ſentence upon them as followeth, viz. George Biſhop, Edward Pyott, 50 l. John Gibbons, and Nicholas Pool, 5 li. each. John Spoor, George Oliver, James Sterridge, Thomas Morris, Benj. Cottle 40 s. apiece, and to continue in Priſon till payment, Thomas Speed, alſo Charles Jones, and W. Tay­lor, thou committedſt to Newgate, though cleared by their Country, where thou keptſt them til the 27th of the 12th mon. and haſt ſo much of wrong impriſonment upon thy back, as to them, for thee to anſwer.
Now how couldſt thou in law proceeded to fine George Biſhop Edward Pyott, &c. when as the verdict was ſpecial, before the Evidence was ſtated, and had Councel debated whether the Evidence amounted to making good the Indictment, which it could never do. Therefore thou thus carriedſt it, who car­ries all things according to thy will and humour, and yet thou cryeſt up the Law, and thy Sovereigns Laws, when as under [Page]the cry and pretence of thy Sovereigns Laws, thou uſhers in thine own, and ſerveſt thy pleaſure upon people that are inno­cent. But this covering will not hold thee long, for the Jud­ges at Weſtminſter may come in time to ſee farther through thee, who ſhortly hereupon ſaw cauſe to ſay (one of the Jud­ges of the Kings Bench expreſſing it) to this purpoſe, What? will they have the King to be King of England, and not of Briſtol? And ſo an Attachment was ordered againſt thee (though thy Council Robbins ſaid thou waſt a Member of Parliament) and Alderman Creſwick, as to the Affidavits then read againſt you, and preſented by the Kings Soliciter General, who in his ſpeech ſet forth, that ſuch things, as by thoſe papers were charged againſt you, did not only invade the Law, but ſeek to juſtle the King out of his Courts at Weſtminſter (of which that was the Chief and Superinten­dent over other Courts of Judicature, in caſe of their going without the bounds of Law, as it had cognizance of what applications was made to them) and ſo conſequently (as is ſaid) out of England. So that (it ſeems) for thee and Al­derman Chreſwicke, an Atachment was ordered, though thou waſt a Member of Parliament; and ſo whilſt here thou cry­eſt out thy Sovereigns Laws, to cover thy doings againſt the Laws of thy Sovereign, there they find cauſe to proceed a­gainſt thee, as one that doth that which tendeth to the un­kinging of thy Sovereign, and juſtling of the King out of his Courts at Weſtminster, and ſo out of England. The truth is, thou would'ſt be Sovereign thy ſelf; that is to ſay, thou wouldſt fain have thine own brittle, peeviſh, hot, and malicious will, to rule, which when thou haſt no other ſhift to excuſe, thou ſeekeſt to place it under the skirt of thy Soveraign, but the Lord hath and vvill find thee out, and render unto thee ac­cording to thy deeds.
[Page]
Thus far proceeded the buſineſs of the Seſſions, in refe­rence to our friends; in the relation of which, many things are omitted which might appear of conſequence to be ſet down, leaſt this little manuel ſhould appear a volume. Now we ſhall proceed to ſpeak of ſomething that was pretermitted in point of time, but not unfit here to be brought in, which concerns Thomas Smart, one of the grand Jury aforeſaid, of whom ſome hint hath been already a little given.
This man being on the Guard, as Captain Lievtenant to a Colonel of the Militia Regiment, on the 25th of the tenth Moneth, 1663. commonly called Chriſtmas day (unknown to his Colonel) cauſed three of our friends ſervants to be un­mercifully tied neck and heels together, with half hundred weights and muſquets hanging about their necks, in the bit­ter extremity of the cold wether, till the eyes of ſome of them were obſerved to be drawing out, and their faces were grow­ing black, and the natural ſpirits of one of them ready to fail, which ſome who were not of the Guard coming in and ſeeing, took upon them to out the cords and ſet them at li­berty.
The Executioners of this inhumane butchery, were George Whitherley a Liter or Barge man, and one John Boone. Theſe having been abroad that morning, with other musquetiers, ſaw the Shops of ſome of our friends open (who in conſcience to their Teſtimony, againſt ſuch Popiſh obſervations, could not cauſe them to be kept faſt) vvhich cauſed their rage to ariſe, and to the Guard to bring Samuel Hollister, ſervant and kinſman to Dennis Holliſter, William Sawcer, ſervant to Robert Nokes, and Richard Mercer, ſervant to the Widow Loverell.
Samuel Holliſter was in his uncles ſhop vvhen Witherley came, vvho required him to ſhut down the door of the ſhop, [Page](for the windows were down before, and the door, they uſed to go in at and out at) Samuel anſwering that he did not uſe to put it up, and now ſhould not put it down; away Wither­ley had him to the Guard, where Thomas Smart, and Henry Joiner Marſhal were, who ordered him to be tyed neck and heels together, and a half hundred weight (Smart ordered two, but it ſeems but one was hung on) Witherley did it preſently, and ſet him ſo tied upon the ſtone bench, walk­ing between him and Smart, and watching leaſt he or any ſhould eaſe the vveight on his breaſt or the bench which hung about his neck; and if it happened ſo to be, either through the friendlineſs of any, or his own endeavours, to bear it a little on his knees, Witherley with a ſwinge would turne it off again, to the endangering of his neck and back, and then tauntingly vvould come and looke in his face, and mock him ſaying, What, you look very chearfully yet. The ſpace of time of this his cruel Execution was neare the length of an hour.
William Sawcer likewiſe, the ſaid Witherley brought out of his Maſters ſhop to the Guard, after the windows were thrown down, and there he and Boone tied him neck and heels by the order of Smart, and the Marſhal, with a halfe hundred weight, ſo long, and after ſuch a manner, that his face grew black, and his natural ſpirits began to fail, ſo that the match being cut by one that was not of the Guard, they were conſtrained to give him ſomething to fetch his ſpirits again. The time of his ſuffering thus was about three quarters of an hour.
Richard Mercer being in Sarah Bennets ſhop when they came to ſhut her Windows down, or to require her to cauſe them to be ſhut, and for ſaying, It was a reaſonable thing to ſhew their Warrant, vvas had away likewiſe to the Guard, and [Page]by order of the aforeſaid perſons tyed neck and heels, and two Muſquets hang'd at his neck for the ſpace of half an hour, vvhich vvas performed by Boone aforeſaid, being the Ser­vant of another, as aforeſaid, vvho vvas none of thoſe peo­ple.
This Tiranical Act, without any Warrant of thine, as was produced, ſo reflecting on thy Government, and ſo ſtartling the ſober people of the City, tending alſo to the diſſolution of Government, had no other reproof from thee in publick, that ever we heard of, except that thou thoughteſt him a qualified and fit perſon to be of the Grand Jury, to paſs upon our friends as aforeſaid.
Before we leave the Militia, we ſhall give one taſte of Cap­tain Hicks his ſpirit to his near and peaceable Neighbours; it ſeems the Deputy Lieutenant, and Commiſſioners of the Mi­litia thought fit to fine ſome of our friends, for not finding arms to the Guard (whoſe principle was againſt arms, and which arms alſo were converted to the diſturbing of our meet­ings, contrary to Law, and the impriſoning of our friends) amongſt the reſt, Thomas Callowhill was one, who dwelling a little below, on the other ſide of the high ſtreet, where Captain Hicks kept ſhop, and being ſomewhat of the ſame occupation, Captain Hicks with a Conſtable came, and though the Warrant was not directed to the ſaid Captain Hicks, yet with his own hands, he took down ten pieces of Mancheſter tape worth 15 s. for 10 s. fine, and gave it to the Conſta­ble, who carryed it to the ſaid John Hicks his houſe, not re­turning the overplus.
Sometime after the ſaid Thomas Callowhill having ſome buſineſs to do in Captain Hicks his ſhop, and receiving 26 s. of him for Buttons, he demanded an Acquittance in full of all accounts; T. Callowhill deſired him to accept of it in full [Page]of the buttons, and ſaid, that he hoped he would return him his ten pieces of tape again, at leaſt the overplus, but John Hicks would not accept of that, then T. Collowhill deſired him to call in any Neighbour, and he would acknowledg it in full of all accounts, only the tape excepted, the overplus of which being not returned, he thought it not fit to give a diſcharge, Captain Hicks replyed, he had nothing to do with that, he might go to the Conſtable. T. Callowhill anſwered, it is in thy Cheſt; and why ſhould I go to the Conſtable, ſeeing that he took it not from me, but ſeveral ſaw thee take it thy ſelf; Whereupon Captain Hicks brake forth into a great rage, and called him Rogue, and Knave, and laid violent hands on him, and hurled him into a dark entry at the further end of his ſhop, out of the hearing of the people in the ſtreet, and there did ſtrike him, and pull him by the hair of the head, demand­ing the money out of his pocket, and thruſt his fingers ſo againſt his throat, as if he intended to choak him, and tore his coat; and ſo by beating, and haling, and tearing, and de­ſperate words, forced his money from him, which the ſaid Cap. Hicks detains to this day.
This is Capt. Hicks, a man that never drew ſword in the field, that dare not meet a man there, that dares handle a ſword, one of thy chieftaines to do thy drudgery; A member of the Councel. and that hath been Sheriff of the Citie in this day, wherein as hath been ſaid, ſhame is become the promotion of fooles.
And this is ſome account of the Militia, and the work of ſome of their Officers and Souldiers, which put the Citie to ſo great a charge, as the ſupplying of their armes for ſo long a ſeaſon; of which the Citie began to grow ſo weary, and the stomacks of the Houſe-keepers, and under officers (who had formerly been in the field) were ſo clogged to be [Page]at ſuch work, and to hale their peaceable neighbours up and down, who did not reſiſt them. And ſo to be in order to the ruine of them and their families for their conſcience, that the Deputy Lieutenants (who in many things ſhewed much moderation) laid it down, whom thou haddeſt inſtigated unto much of what they had done to us, who haddeſt no power to command them, but yet wouldeſt not let them be at reſt till they had promiſed thee their aſſiſtance of whom thou haddeſt no need, one of thy officers being as ſufficient for thy purpoſe (as hath been ſaid) as a Regiment, for they would not reſiſt, though thou lovedſt to appear a man in power; and having thoughts that thou couldeſt never do too much againſt us, didſt think thou never had too much power to effect it upon us, which coſt the City ſo much, and may do thee much more, if thou doſt not repent.
Thus ended the Militia, but here was not an end of thy rage and cruelty, for perceiving how the City was bent in favour of the innocent, and how their love was raiſed ſo much the more to them as thy cruelty exceeded and manifeſt­ed in their friendly viſits (for that which was ſober could not withhold it ſelf from its own which ſuffred.) Thou ha­veing miſt that at which thou aimedſt in thy proſecutons afore­ſaid, and having little whereof to glory except that thou haddeſt failed in thy enterpriſe as a man enraged becauſe of the love of others to thoſe, whom without cauſe thou didſt hate, as if ſo be it had been crime enough that thou haddeſt caſt them in priſon, and therefore none ought to viſit them. And haveing not the law on thy ſide to make them cloſe priſons whoſe miſdemeaners brought not them into thine hands, but their conſcience thou tookeſt another courſe, and as if the King and his Councell had nothing elſe to do, thou troubledſt their [Page]ears with thy Solicitors, and their hands with thy papers, heaps upon heaps, with informations againſt ſeverall perſons of note and eminency in that City, whom otherwiſe thine envy could not reach. And the great crime with which thou chargedſt them, was that they viſited the Quakers in priſon, which neither law made ſooner true humanity, nor comerce amongſt men, for the viſitors were concerned in the priſoners upon point of re­lation, comerce, neighbourhood, and Country, as aforeſaid, and here thou keptſt ado, not worthy the rehearſeing, ſaving that thus far by hinting it, on record it may remain that what miſcheif in thy day thou dideſt work againſt the innocent, & how implacably malicious thou vvaſt vvithout cauſe againſt them, that thou vvouldſt not alovv them a viſit, vvhom thou thought­eſt fit not to be at liberty. And this will remain an everlaſting brand upon thee, and thy perpetual condemnation, who waſt ſo far from viſiting the priſoners, that thou caſt them into a priſon, and ſought to ruine thoſe who came to viſit them.
The next that comes to be related in order of time, is the impriſonment of Joan, the Wife of Peter Hiley, who having been at the burial of Nicholas Tilleys Wife, an ancient ac­quaintance and Neighbour of hers about three weeks before, and at the ſaid burial having ſpoken a few words, thou didſt ſend for the Prieſt, and cauſedſt him to inform againſt her, and Committedſt her to Newgate the 10 of the 1 [...] month, for diſturbing Mr. Godwyn the Miniſter of St. Phillips, and de­praving the Book of Common Prayer, and for refuſing to find Sureties for her appearing the next Seſſions, as the Warrant of Commitment hath it ſigned, John Knight, Maior.
Whereas ſome of the words ſhe ſpake were contained in the Book of Common prayer, viz. in the burial of the dead; I am the Reſurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live (ſaid ſhe, ſaith Chriſt) and a­gainſt [Page]the Book of Common prayer ſhe ſpake no word; be­ſides, the Act of Ʋniformity, upon which thou didſt commit her, commits not to Priſon till after Judgment in Court, upon Tryal by a Jury, and then 'tis matter of fine and impriſon­ment for ſuch a time in default of payment, yet thou didſt ſend her to priſon, as skilful as thou pretendedſt thy ſelf in the laws, and deniedſt her husband's bayl for her appearance the first time, though afterwards (upon better conſideration its like) thou tookeſt his ſecurity for her appearance, from whoſe fa­mily thou hadſt detained her (which was pretty great) and her children, for the ſpace of two dayes.
This troubled the City very much, to ſee that thou couldſt not forbear thy hands, but muſt fall upon a woman, and that in revenge (as they did judge) to her brother called Robert Yeamans, whom thou hadſt a few dayes before cauſed to be beſet in John Bowers his houſe (one that had been Sheriff of the City, as had the other but the year before) by thy officers in the cold wet weather, for the ſpace of the beſt part of a day, in order to his apprehenſion, the keeper of Newgate being there alſo, and attending to take him, and all this becauſe he did not ſit where thou wouldſt have him in the Council houſe, who, notwithſtanding at day-light paſſed out of John Bowers houſe, (the officers appearing ſenſible of no ſuch enemy) who going to his home, though the officers warded the houſe afore­ſaid, till 10 at night, and then the watch till the morning, and after a few days, taking his journey to London upon his occa­ſions, &c. ſo being out of the reach of thy malice, the City judged that thou felleſt upon her, it being the day after he was gone, that thou committedſt her in revenge of him, and ſo had thee in great abomination: and thus every action thou didſt, laid thee more low, and brought thee into contempt with the City, who by this time was full enough of thy bar­barous and over rude proceedings.
[Page]
Next to her was Roger Oldſtone, who living in the Caſtle, and anſwering thoſe that came to look for Inmates, that he had none in his houſe, and that if they would not believe him, they might go in themſelves and ſee; he was taken up as he was going by the Tolzey, and brought before thee, and be­cauſe none of theſe matters would bear weight to commit him, there being an itch in thee againſt the whole race of the Jews, (the Jews in ſpirit, as Haman had againſt the Jews in the fleſh) thou couldſt not tell how to let him go, without ſome print of thy cruelty; and therefore, to enſnare him, didſt demand of him whether he was not at the meeting the Sunday before? and becauſe he ſaid, it may be he was, thou ſenteſt him to Newgate, though there vvas no proof againſt him, and his own vvords vvere but it may be, and there didſt cauſe him to be detained from the 22d of 12th month, to the 26th of the ſame, from his Wife and Children, vvho for main­tenance depended upon his liberty.
Hitherto, from the time of the commitment of Thomas Speed and thoſe vvith him, as aforeſaid, the meetings recei­ved continual interruptions by the viſits of thy officers, vvho continually attended them, warning them to depart & taking names, carrying themſelves vvith that inſolence & ill behaviour many of them, eſpcecially thy ſervant Jones, and Yeoman Baal as vvas hard heretofore to think it could be ſo in this City, having thee to back them, or rather thy ſpirit acting in them, beyond the bounds of law or reaſon, but theſe things prevailing not, fo [...] we vvere at a point, it being the Teſtimony of God in us againſt the uſurpation of man over his dominion in the Conſcience, thou thoughteſt thou wouldeſt: try thy ſelf what thou couldſt do in thy ovvn perſon, and ſo in an unwonted guiſe ſuch as before thy day Briſtol never ſavv, thou cameſt dovvn to the meeting vvith Alderman Creſvvick, Alderman Cale, and thy officers, [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]and there layedſt about thee more like a fool than a wiſe man, and to the Boyes didſt: then addreſs thy impertinent diſcour­ſes, and to the women,ſ making thy ſelf a laughing ſtock, and if any one ſpake to thee in ſuch a place, (as there were many that in the power of the Lord, ſpake to thee) thither thou wouldſt get thee, and here take him away; and then another ſpeak­ing, thither thou wouldſt preſs, and what? who is that? have her away; and what Sirrah? are you a Quaker? whoſe boy are you? put down his name, with a deal of ſuch ridiculous and fooliſh behaviour, more like a boy than a man, a novice than a Justice, a Stage-player than a Mayor, and ſo after thou hadſt thus acted it for a while, and ſent to priſon Thomas At­kins, Benjamin Maynard, and John Brooks, John Johns, An­drew Vivers, Suſan Gotby, Joſeph Kippin, Solomon Hunting­don, Elinor Maud, and Elizabeth Wilkinſon, as ſome ſhew of thy Triumph, 21ſt 12th month, 1663. re infecta, thy work be­ing unfiniſhed, leaving many of us behind in the meeting, upon whom thou commandedſt the officers to nail the doors, and to keep them there till the morrow, which thy Sergeant Jones performed, haling the ancient widow Yeomans by the arm, and calling her old whore, becauſe ſhe was going down the ſtairs, being hard of hearing, and ſo not knowing what or­der thou hadſt given, and her Grandchild Mary the Wife of Daniel Waſtfield, who went to attend her aged Grandmother, he called young whore, and Joyce Warren widow, thy ſiſter in law, whoſe husband had been Sheriff of the City, and his Fa­ther Mayor, daughter to the ſaid Widow Yeomans, he threw down ſtairs, to the bruiſing of her head and arms, the hurt of which ſhe hath not yet recovered. And ſo having ſhut up men, women, and children, together, women with child, and nurſes, he went his way. Then the Conſtables came, who had more ſenſe of humanity, and let out the women with child, [Page]and children: then when it was even dark, came Sheriff Bradway, and ſet at liberty the reſt, taking their verbal en­gagement for their appearance the next day.
And this is the noble and worthy Exploit (as men uſe to call things by the contrary) which thou performedſt in the ſiege of a Company of innocent men and women, who did not reſiſt thee, and theſe are the things memorable therein. Thou ſaidſt when thou came up the ſtairs, ſee that none go down, and when thou cameſt into the room, thou commandedſt all to depart, and when thou wenteſt away, thou orderedſt the doors to be nailed up, ſo that they that remained could not depart, ſo contradictory were thy orders the one to the o­ther; and as they were contradictory, ſo they were not ob­ſerved, nor hadſt thou Dominion over thoſe people, but the good hand of the Lord was over them, and their Meetings, ſo that neither the Officers civil nor military aſunder, nor the Officers Military and Civil together, nor the Deputy Lieute­tenants and their Guards, nor thou in perſon, nor thy Bre­thren, were able ſo to work, as to diſcontinue our meeting, from the beginning of thy year to the end thereof; the Lord hereby ſhewing his dominion to be over all, and that his Throne was ſet up in the midſt of his enemies.
Now to theſe aforementioned, may be added William Wells, who for ſpeaking a few words to thy officers in the Meeting, (who take and leave whom they pleaſe, and whom to ſpeak to, be the matter or the occaſion what it will, is e­nough to be ſent to Priſon, themſelves being Judges) was had to Newgate, and there continued the ſpace of eight dayes; at which time (Sheriff Stremer having heard that he was a poor man, and that his family depended for their livelyhood on his liberty) upon promiſe of appearance at Seſſions, if cal­led, was ſet at Liberty.
[Page]
And Philip Dimer, of Cork in Ireland, and a dealer there, being taken up at a Meeting about the time of the fa [...]re, and ſent to Bridewell by ſome of thy Officers, was at the Inſtance of thy brother Francis Knight of London, and other Londoners, with vvhom he uſed to have dealings, ſet free (it being a great obſtruction to the faire, that men of ſubſtantialneſs and dealing, as were many of our friends, ſhould be by thee thus proceeded with, who ſhould'ſt have been the great en­courager of the Faire, in confidence of which (as of right it ought to be) men do frequent the Faire. Yet thy fellow Ci­tizens therein (cry ſome) could not have that friendſhid from thee as ſtrangers, though ſubſtantial men, and great dealers. But all thou couldſt thou didſt bear upon them, and by the Fayre eſpecially, keeping them up then from their buſineſs, if ſo by any means thou couldeſt bow them unto thee. And that which was of Argument why thou ſhouldſt diſmiſs them, to follow their buſineſs, that thou turnedſt as an Argument to hold them to it, ſuppoſing that by thoſe preſſures they might fall under thee. But the everlaſting armes were underneath them, which did keep them, and will all thoſe that abide with him.
Now the Seſſions drew on, to attend on which thou waſt come down from Weſtminſter, where thou hadſt been for ſome time, having leſt it in charge with thy Officers, to viſit our Meetings, in the mean time, on the firſt dayes of the weeke, vvhich they did, requiring us to depart, and takeing names, which were ſaid to be ſent up to thee; for thou could'ſt not be ſatisfied, for the perſecuting ſpirit in thee could not be at reſt, but as by ſome way or another that was done which was in order thereunto; and what uſe of thoſe papers thou madeſt above, thou knoweſt, and what endeavours thou didſt uſe to bring through the Act, which was then in hand [Page]againſt us, and how thou didſt work to have the Convicti­ons in order to Baniſhment, to be without Juries, expreſly contrary (as we Judge) to Magna Charta; for then thou thoughteſt (it's like) thou ſhould'ſt have Matters in thine own hand, and ſo would'ſt do with us as thou pleaſeſt, ſeeing that the Juries failed thee, and thou didſt that thou knoweſt. Thy brother Locke, a man of that impetuous frantickneſſe, and ſillineſs of underſtanding, that he ſerves for little elſe (ſave except to ſet the Court a laughing) if no more would ſtand by thee, ſo thou waſt ſatisfied. And thy Sergeant Jones when he came down from waiting on thee to Weſtminſter, boaſted in the Meeting, that there was a Bill paſt the Houſe ſuch a day againſt us, for that purpoſe, and Baall vapoured that there were ſhips coming about that would carry us away, and he vvould looſe his eare (yet he hath not been as good as his word) if we were there four Meetings more; and ſo Imperious vvas thy Sergeant Jones grown (who from a Beggar of a piece of bread from door to door, to a Sawyer, and from thence to a Sergeant, was advanced) that he took upon it to Lord and inſult it over his other fellow ſervants as well as us; and becauſe that Paul Williams (one of his fellow Sergeants) would not take names in the Meeting at his command, he ſir­rah'd him (in imitation of thee) and laid violent hands on him in the Meeting, and tore his Coat, and dragg'd him down by violence, ſaying, He would ſend him to Newgate, and then brought up an other to do as he commanded.
And this was the hoſtility vvith vvhich our peaceable meet­ings to vvait upon the Lord were exerciſed, by men whom (as hath been ſaid) one would have ſcorned to have put with the Dogs of ones flock; vvhom they pleaſe muſt go to Priſon, whom they pleaſe muſt be ſet in their liſt; what they pleaſe they ſpeak, and what they pleaſe they do, and is well vvhatſoever they do.
[Page]
This liketh thee, to be exerciſed upon a people of ſuch E­ſtates (many of them) and qualitie in the City, as thou know­eſt, whoſe Liberty, Civil treatment, Estates, Families, Coun­trey, Lives (as it may happen) and all they have, muſt ſtand at the courteſie of ſuch (and if we tearm them ſo, it is but what they are) baſe fellows. But the Lord was with his peo­ple, and gave them dominion over all, and enabled them to bear with Patience this great exerciſe, through the power and ſtrength of him vvho was in the midſt of them, whom your eyes cannot ſee; Who perſecute him in his truth and people, who will Reign over you all for ever and ever, whom none of the Princes of this world knew, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.
So the Seſtions being come, which was held the 18th of the 12th Moneth, 1664. and thou being come down (as afore­ſaid, to attend it) two Bills of Indictment were drawn and preſented the Grand Jury; the one againſt thoſe ſeaven whom thou ſenteſt to Bridewell, and then committed them to New­gate, when thou waſt thy ſelf at Meeting; and the other a­gainſt Joan Hiley.
That againſt the ſeaven, the Grand Jury caſt out, and the other againſt Joan Hiley had like to have been too, had not Heyward the Taylor (one of the Grand Iury) in the breach of his Oath, given information to one of the Sheriffs, and ſo to thee, that it would be ſo if more Evidence vvere not brought in; hereupon thou beſtirs thy ſelf, and cauſed the Prieſt to be ſent for, in proſecution of thy old deſign, which was to make us to ſuffer; and thy expectations was ſo on tiptoe, that thou couldſt not forbear to ask the Foreman, Whether the Bill was found, before he came to deliver it in, who gave thee an anſwer as became a man in his place (whoſe name is Iohn Ty­ler) though thou vventeſt out of thy place, though yet not out [Page]of the perſecuting ſpirit that was in thee, unbecoming a Ma­giſtrate to ask the question. So the Court wan adjourned, this being the fore-part of the day, to the after-noon.
Then ſhe was had to the Court and ſet to the Bar, and thou faine would'ſt have had the Tryal put off, and ſpakeſt to her Husband ſo to do, and to enter into a new Recognizance for that purpoſe, but ſhe could not conſent to that, ſo thou wenteſt on to Tryal, and the Iury was ſworn, and the Prieſt ſet by her, and the Indictment was read, and ſhe pleaded to it Not Guilty, and the Evidence was produced, of which the Priest was one, who ſaid, He heard ſome body ſpeak, but could not ſay it was her. And the Iury went aſide, and much expe­ctation was on the iſſue, for ye thought your Jury would ſerve your turner; and the names of the Jury being looked over, they were judged to be all right; and Sheriff Streamer (as was ſaid) was very confident of the matter, and was over heard (as is ſaid) to lay a Wager with Capt. Hicks, that it would be ſo, which John Hicks diſtruſting, the other is ſaid to ſay, He would lay his life they would find her guilty, and that there were four of them that would dye but they would do it: Which appeared to have ſomething in it, for the Baily Errand when he ſpake to the Court, ſaid, That the Jury were all agreed ſave four (what Working here is to make the innocent to ſuffer) yet the Iury brought her in Not Guilty, the Indictment being not laid in the words of the Statute, as the Council made appear; and as for the Words of the Sta­tute, there was not ſufficient Evidence to prove that what ſhe ſaid was according to thoſe words.
So the Lord wrought for his innocent ſervants which waited upon him, and ſo two petty Juries the Seſſions before having failed thee, and now the grand and petty Jury made thee miſſe of thy end, and ſo that thy hands hitherto could [Page]not bring to paſſe the thoughts of thine heart, for the Lords arme was againſt thee, and indeed the Citizens began to naw­ſeat this unuſual trade of thine, in putting them upon the tumbling their fellow Citizens into holes and corners, and ſo thereby thou mightſt ſerve thy will and pleaſure upon them; and now thou thoughtſt it time to hie thee to London again, to get ſome new ſtrength, and to recruit thee, who hither­to hadſt miſſed, and to work thou wentſt above to get the matters finiſhed out of the old way of England, which was by Juries to the conviction of two Juſtices, as aforeſaid, and the Bill was paſt, and now thou waſt glad, and (as is re­ported) wept for joy; for now thy work thou thoughteſt was not likely (Siſyphus his ſtone of which Hiſtories ſpeak) to return ſtill upon thee, and thou to be laught at, which was the thing thou fearedſt, and therefore (its like) be­ſpeakeſt the Citie to be in an ill condition, and as if it were ready to be in a tumult (which was as ſtill as the ſtones in the ſtreet) and thou art ſaid to have ſuggeſted that thou couldſt not undertake the ſafetie of the place, vvithout ſome ſuch additional power, and vvouldſt fain have made it the ſame through England, and now thou vvaſt paramount, and dovvn, thou camſt, and here thou thoughtſt to make ſhort vvork. And as to other offices vvhereto ſome of us vvere called to ſerve, thou turn'ſt them by as a people vvhom thou intendedſt to make clear vvork vvith asking vvhy they did chooſe us for ſuch offices, giving the people ſo to un­derſtand, and intimating that a ſhorter courſe would be taken with us, which might put us out of the Capacity of bearing Office, and ſo thou wouldſt have us reſerved to the greater blow, hoping at once to make riddance of us, and to quit us the Nation. But we ſhall have a place and name therein, when thou art forgotten, except it be to ſhame and obloquie.
[Page]
Thus thy heart was lifted up, and thou preparedſt thy ſelf for the ſeaſon, wherein the Act ſhould take place, viz. the firſt day of the 5th month called July, following, hoping then and afterwards at once to do thy work upon us, and ſo high were thy ſpirits boyed to this attempt, that thou hadſt not patience to ſtay until the day; but before the day, thou wentſt to work, (and yet we think thee not very wiſe in ſo doing, but the Lord ſuffered thy haſte to befool thee) and on the 12th of 4th month down thou ſenteſt thy officers, who to the meeting came, and there played the mad men (ſome of them, Jones, &c.) halling and pulling, ſtriking and drag­ging, and thy ſaid Serjeant Jones, put off his Gown, and to work he went (for he muſt do ſomething one way, as thou hadſt done another, and why not, ſeeing he was executioner as thou waſt Magiſtrate? and about he ſwings his Mace, and had bruiſed one our Friends hands therewith, in pieces, in all likelihood, at which he ſtruck, if it had not been taken away, and here the peace came to be broke on a peaceable people; and thoſe of the officers that could not be as mad as he, but had ſome reluctancy againſt ſuch uſages to people of qualitie, and their loving Neighbours, he uſed as he pleaſed; in particular William White, an old Royaliſt, whom he much in words abuſed: and becauſe we could not bow to his com­mands, he cauſed ſome of us to be dragged and had away, and carried to Priſon, as if he were Mayor, and Juſtice, and King, and Parliament, and all, and above them all, in break­ing the Peace, which the Law is againſt, whoſe Names are as follows, William Ford, Nath. Milner, John Love, Sam. Tay­lor, Will. James, Joſ. Moor, John Johns, Iſrael Bird, Robert Claxton, Tho. Jaques, alias Jackson, Will. Emblin, Joſ. Can­ings, Hen. Prichard, And. Sole, and Tho. Atkins, and theſe the next day thou committedſt to Newgate, for being at an [Page]unlawful aſſewbly, under pretence of Religious worſhip, on Sun­day the 12th of June in the time of divine ſervice, and for re­ſisting the Officers who were to diſperſe them, and refuſing to give ſureties for their appearance the next Seſſions, and in the mean time to be of the good behaviour. Signed John Knight Mayor, Hen. Creſwick, Nath. Cale, dated 13th June 1664.
And this was the Sabboth dayes work of thy officers whom thou ſenteſt on this errand (breaking the peace) and con­firmedſt after they had done it, who yet pretendedſt to the keeping of the Sabbath, and crieſt out upon us for breaking the Sabbath, in meeting on that day to wait upon the Lord, the work (as your ſelves accounted it) of the Sabbath, and for coming to town on which day to ſave a womans life, who was in travel, thou cauſeſt a horſe of a man-midwife to be detained till he had paid a fine for riding on that day, for that purpoſe being ſent for in haſt, Richard Blackborrow Brewer, thy neighbour, and yet thou couldſt ſend a Capias on that day newly taken out of the Court (for the wax was wet) to detain Robert Steward that was brought to Newgate late the night before in a debt of thy brother in law Duckets of 200 l. who cryeſt out of the breach of the Sabbath, thou Hypocrite, who makeſt Sabbath, and Law, and all what thou pleaſeſt, who ſheweſt of what Religion thou art to­wards God by theſe things, as of Loyalty to the Law and thy Prince by the other, but of this more hereafter.
And yet thou waſt miſtaken in thy warrant, and ſhewed thy ſelf thereby how wrong thou didſt run, even as a man, head­long into any thing that ſeem'd to ſerve thy end, talking of reſiſting, and not diſperſing, when as the new law which en­abled to ſuch things, was not then in force, and there was no other (as we know of) that ſo enabled, yet this is the uſage that we and our peaceable meetings receive from, the [Page]hands of thy officers, and this is the Juſtice we receive at thy hands, to have thy confirmation of what thy officers have done, and all the remedy we have; but we leave it to the Lord, who will render unto you according to your deeds.
Now drew on the 1. of the 5. month called July, famous for the date of the new Act, on which it took place, and became in force, which thou hadſt ſo much longed for; and for the accompliſhing of which thou hadſt ſo much trudged, for which thou ſhalt have thy reward from the hand of the Lord, and now the day being come, having before hand cau­ſed the Conſtables to be warned, and the meeting being on the firſt day of the week, and the third of that month, thou ſenteſt thy Officers firſt to bid them to depart, & to take nams, who took away John Moon to Bridewel, as he was then de­claring in the words of ſoberneſs and truth, and between the firſt and ſecond houre in the afternoon, thou cameſt thy ſelf attended with Alder. Lock, and Alder. Lawford, (the other Aldermen it ſeems being out of the way, or not caring to be about ſuch work as this) and at the door of our meeting houſe in the ſtreet, being ſet down with them, and the She­riffs, thou didſt cauſe an O Yes to be made in the form of a Court, one which day no Courts are uſed to be kept in England, who talkeſt ſo much of the Sabbath, and chargeſt us with profaning the day, becauſe we meet thereon to wait upon the Lord, the work of the day (as you uſe to ſay) upon the day; and madeſt the manmidwife pay the fine for coming that day to town, as aforeſaid; the effect of a mur­derous ſpirit ſhewn under the pretence of Religion and con­ſcience, to the obſervation of the Law, as did the Phariſees, who put him to death, who was the end of the Law, who healed on that day; whom he convinced of the contrary in the example of David, in the ſhew-bread, and their own [Page]in taking an oxe or an aſse out of a pit) and ſent'ſt the Ca­pias in thy brother Ducket's behalf on that day, as hath been ſaid, and (to adde no more) didſt conſtrain Chriſtopher Woodward to bring upon the foot of a Mortgage payable on that day of the week his mony to the Tolzey, whether he was on that day neceſſitated to bring it, leaſt thou ſhouldſt take advantage of the forfeiture of the Mortgage, who other­wiſe wouldſt not give him encouragement to accept it, when he ſpake with thee thereabouts; and is not this Hypocriſie, and that which is like thee, in all thy actions pretend con­ſcience, and do the contrary, In which we ſhall farther trace thee ere this relation be over.
Well, the Court being ſet, as aforeſaid, in the nature of a Piepowder one, thou ſent'ſt the Conſtables and Officers up into the Meeting, who brought down the men firſt, whom thou didſt Maunder at as thou pleaſedſt, and then demanding of ſome of them mony (for of ſeveral thou didſt not, and yet ſenteſt them to priſon contrary to Law) 10 s. 2 s. 6 d. and of ſome 6 d. ye 2 d. which they not anſwering, thou ſenteſt ſome to Newgate, ſome to Bridewel. Then the Women were brought down, whom thou ſervedſt after the ſame manner, many of them not being fined then, nor ſo much as asked, Whether they would pay any Mony, though the Law places Impriſon­ment in default of payment of the fine, and not otherwiſe; vvhich practice thou didſt uſe many times after: but have them away, have them away vvas thy cry; and to Bridewel and to Newgate vvere many of them alſo carried, though it is contrary to Law alſo, to make a man ſuffer twice for one of­fence, vvhich thou madeſt them to do, in committing them for being at a Meeting one day, and the next day fining them (as by and by ſhall be related) for doing of the ſame; ſo making the Law a noſe of wax, bowing and bending it as [Page] thou pleaſeſt, and yet pretending, as to vvhat thou didſt to us, Conſcience to the Law.
About four hours time thou tookeſt up in this thy New found vvay of Juſtice, ſending Men and Women in heaps to both priſons on this account; ſome Husbands one vvhere, their Wives another; ſome Servants vvhere their Maſters and Miſtriſſes vvere not, ſome old, ſome young, ſome under-age by the Law; ſome Women with Child, and ſo big that they knew not of an hour to go, and this to Bridewel; and yet o­thers, vvho were of age, thou vvouldſt not account ſo, but placeſt them under, having a mind to excuſe them, and yet thou pretendeſt Conſcience, and thou ſay'ſt. Thou must not be partial, and thou muſt execute the Law, and thou muſt keep thy Oath; and though others fail of their duty, yet thou muſt not. Thus, like the Phariſees, making thy Philacteries broad, but the Expoſition of the Law narrow, or none at all, as thou pleaſeſt; yet thou could'ſt not accompliſh thine end, viz. the ſending of all away, notwithſtanding all this buſsle, and the violence of ſome of thy Officers, particularly John Jones thy Sergeant, vvho becauſe Thomas Winfield anſwered not pre­ſently his Command to come down, he violently threw him down the ſtairs, from top to bottome, with ſuch a fall as had like to have ſpoiled him (the fear whereof ſeized on many) thus breaking of the peace, above, whileſt thou waſt below, as ſeeming to ſit and keep it; yet we ſay thou didſt not accompliſh thine end to put up all, and ſo to make clear work; for though thou ſenteſt away of Men & Women to Newgate 24. and to Bridewel about one hundred forty and ſix, and ſat­eſt at it ſo long, yet thou waſt forced to ariſe and depart as a man quite tired, ſaying, Thou couldeſt do no more, and ſo there was many of whom thou tookeſt no notice.
So thou hadſt thy Belly full of Prey this day, and as great [Page]an opportunity, in this kind, againſt the Innocent, as thine heart could wiſh, and with thine hands thou didſt the deſire of thine heart, till thou couldſt do no more, for which the Lord vvill give thee thy reward, even blood to drink, for thou art worthy; and in the Cup wherein thou haſt filled, ſhalt thou be filled double, as John ſaw in his Revelations, who prophecied of thy day in the fall of Babilon, who had made he ſelf drunk with the blood of the Saints and Martyrs of Ie­ſus, Rev. 18.6. In the cup which ſhe hath filled to you, fill to her double, ſaith he, vvhich ſhall be thy portion from the hand of the Lord, except thou repent.
And now the City was full of ſorrow, and much trouble af­fected the ſober people therein, vvho before never ſaw ſuch a day, nor heard of in Briſtol, vvherein their quiet, peacea­ble, ſober, innocent, and ſubſtantial fellow-Citizens, were thruſt in heaps into holes after ſuch a manner for their Conſci­ence. Bridewel being full of them, like the place of a great Fair, five and fifty Women in Bridewel, not having above four or five beds to lie on; about the Bed of vvhich in one Chamber lay about 30 on the form and floor, which by rea­ſon of the uncleanneſs of that houſe in many places of it (be­ing caſt in there in ſuch numbers on a ſuddain, ſo that the houſe could not be cleanſed before) vvas ſo filled with ver­mine, that through the going up and down of ſuch multitudes, in every place, vvho in a manner filled every place was con­tracted, ſo that ſleep could not reſt in the eyes of many who had not been exerciſed vvith ſuch hard lodging and trouble­ſome gueſts; Who were people of Quality (many of them) and Credit, and lived otherwiſe in the world. And in New­gate, ſeveral ſuch, viz. ſome Merchants, ſome Shop-keepers, were conſtrained to lie on ſtraw that night, above Twenty ly­ing in the Circumference of one narrow place (for ſuch a [Page]number) called the Traytors ward, and indeed that priſon was ſo full, what with our friends before and now committed, and what with old and new debtors, and felons, the time of the Aſizes and Gaol delivery drawing on, that they were caſt thicker in proportion than a man that had regard to his crea­tures, would put his dogs and ſwine, as if ſo be thou intend­edſt by infection to have diſpatcht them in that noyſome hole which is ſcarce fit for dogs much leſt for men, ſuch men as they were and had been bred and lived, though thou thereby ſhouldſt hazzard thy ſelf & the City, it being the hot ſeaſon of the year, and in that reſpect the more dangerous, much like to Nero, whom Hiſtories report to have cauſed Rome to be ſet on fire in ſeveral places whileſt he ſtanding on a Tower, with his Muſitians made ſport thereat.
Yet this effected not what thou thoughtſt to bring to paſs, viz. by theſe things to withdraw the love of the City from us, or to deter them from their viſiting of us, for it increaſed their love; and people by heaps came to viſit thoſe of us whom thou hadſt caſt into priſon; ſome by the ſixth hour in the next morning were there to viſit them viz. at Bridewell, and by continual entercourſe both there and at Newgate, and ex­preſſions of their love ſhewed how much their hearts were touched with their ſufferings, and let us tell thee, it reached further than any thing of this nature had reached before, and many were pained at the heart, and knew not vvhat to doe, ſuch large furrows had theſe thy cruelties made upon their ſouls; vvhich ſhevved thee an unwiſe man in thy Ge­neration thus to Act, raiſing the fire ſo much the more, vvhich thou ſoughteſt hereby to quench, and making thoſe the more conſiderable, and to have a deeper root in the City then ever, whom thou wouldeſt and endeavourdeſt to have rooted out; for as was wrote thee aforeſaid; they being interwoven in the [Page] City as a mans ſpirit is in his fleſh, and his fleſh in his body the ſuffering of them proved as a mans fleſh in his body, and his ſpirit in his fleſh; and thou cameſt to be abhorred hereby, and thy name to be as ſtink in the City, which as it never before ſaw ſuch heaps of violence: So it never hated a man more that thus did exerciſe it, and ſo whileſt ages and generations laſts, this thy work will be thy ſhame and in the perpe­tual Monuments of time will brand thy name with ignominy for ever: Thou ſhalt not avoid it except thou repent.
Nor was it onely in Briſtol, that theſe things thus ran, but in the Countrey about, and in London, yea throughout England, which whileſt it generally ſtood in a modeſt ſenſibility and loathneſs to ſuch Acts as theſe, had the leiſure to hear the ſound of theſe cruelties and to abhor thee, ſo that thou be­cameſt the general talk in City and Country, eſpecially at London, and not without the like at Court, which thought thee hadſt gon beyond the limit of the diſcreſion of their af­faires, and mad man like hadſt ſet all on fire, when as two or three ſticks (ſome of the principle of them) as the Law directs, might have tried how that ſmoak would have proved, and 'its like thou hadſt no thanks from thence for ſo doing.
Yet the Lord was with his people who kept them in priſon amidſt all theſe ſufferings; praiſing, and glorifying his name as he was with them at the meetings, and in the ſence of his preſence gave them the ſeale of his Apobation, that, that their teſtimony to him was accepable in his ſight, and that they bore teſtimony to him, Whoſe Names are.
Newgate Men. Thomas Gouldney, Charls Jones, Miles Dixin, Charls Har­vord, Will. Taylor, Rich. Marſh, Will. Taylor of the Caſtle, [Page] George Gough, Rich. Snead, Rich. Belſhar, Hen. Dedicote, Joſ. Owen, John Cole, Andrew Sole, Eraſin Dole, John Hunt, (16.)
Women. Mary Gouldney, Eliz. Pyet, Magd. Love, Ann Sole, Joyce Dole, Eliz. Moore, Eliz. Gibbons, Joan Hiley. (8) 24 in all.
Bridewell Men. John Moon, John Batho. Thomas Lewis, Nath. Day, Edw. Bifield, John Neeves, Will. Davis, John Ivear, John Dole, Ben. Maynard, Rich. Gotly, Phil. Cook, Hen. Moor, Rich. Nelſon, Hugh Hobhouſe, Tob. Dole, Thomas Hilman, John Bed­ford, Charls Sanders, Jer. Hignell, Rog. Oldſtone, Liming Dickaſon, Will. Noble, Will. Hill, Art. Hyat, Iohn Summers, Rob. Summers, Rowl. Dole; Nath. Allin, Sam. Gibbons, Charls Bowen, Dan. Gibbons, Edw. Payne, Iam. Slaughter, Rich. Horſman, Iohn Styant, Iohn Saunders, Iohn Cox, Ed. Daniel, Rob. Weale, Iohn Neve, Thomas Whitturne, Will. Wells, Will. Tippet, Will. Peachy, Sim. Cadle, Iſa. Partridge, Cananuel Britten, Iohn Price, Lew. Rogers, Iohn Herne, Griff. Bowine, Iohn Martin, Sam. Rogers, Tho. Lofty, Will. Cawſon, Iarvis Wallis, Iohn Crump, Robert Geriſh, Iames Toghill, Morris Wil­liams, Bern. Lidman, Aniſtop. Bennet, Rich. Griffen, William Lane, Sim. Potter, Iohn Morgan, Iohn Hart, Will. Maynard, Will. Blackway, Iohn Bennet, Tho. Bowes, Tim. Hardiman, Tho. Bayly, Will. Atkins, Rich. Moor, Tho. Winfield, Bartho. Crocker, Richard Willis, Tho. Stockman, Will. Collins, Iohn Warwick, Tho. Window, Calib Hill, Step. Cormell, Will. Got­by, William Williams, Will. Saweer, Iohn Love, Abra. Cole, Tho. Watkins, (91)
[Page]
Women. Mary Prince, Han. Iordan, Mary North, Suſan Pearſon, Mary Nokes, Eliz. Sturridge, Eliz. Iaques alias Iackson, Gar­trude Boyte, Elen Cole, Ioan Tucker, Ann Chaffin, Ruth Davis, Marg. Thomas, Mary Naylor, Ann Brinckworth, Sara Cattle, Fran. Styant, Ione Holiſter, Dor. Lord, Ann Phillips, Ione Lippiat, Eliz. Child, Alice Norden, Briget Francis, Mary Cole, Elen Maud, Eliz. Maynard, Brightward Geffries, Heſt. Rei­nolds, Briget Wory, Mary Turner, Mary Hampton, Ione Willy, Kath. Davis, Eliz Morgan, Ione Williams, Fran. Hobhouſe, Han. Pitt, Ann Bateman, Sara Maynard, Mary Neve, Mary Rice, Ione Iones, Kath. Hughes, Suſan Gotby, Mary Willis, Ioan Weale, Barb. Blackdown, (48)
More were committed of the women, which made the number 55. whoſe names the Mittimus had not: who before the mittimus or warrent came, might be at liberty, for it came not till the 18th of the ſame month; and then it was to keep them Priſoners till the 3d of the 6th month called August following; at which time they were ſet at liberty, the Warrant being not to ſuffer any during that time to joyn with them under the pretence of the exerciſe of their Religion, under the pe­nalty of the Act. Signed, John Knight, Mayor, John Lock, John Lawford.
The next day being the 4th of 5th month, thy Sergeant Jones and the Town Clerks man came both to Newgate and to Bridewell, and demanded of them to pay 2 s. 6 d. a piece, who the day before were fined (many of them) 6 d. each, and committed for non-payment (as many were who were not fined at all, nor asked to pay, as aforeſaid) and ſo were fined twice for one offence, and committed twice, and ſome [Page]committed, and then fined and committed; and this is the manner of thy wild proceedings; which ſaid fine, each refu­ſing to pay, were committed, as aforeſaid, the Tenor of the Warrant, or rather Mittimus, for this was not like a warrant, though it ſhould have been a warrant, according to the Act, being the ſame in both places, and coming, as aforeſaid, which hath been a uſual thing with thee, though without it there is no legal commitment, and an Action lies againſt the Sheriff for ſo detaining them; yea ſome (hereafter to be mention­ed) were committed, and confined many dayes Priſoners, and no Warrant of Commitment to this day, being contrary to Law; yea, after thou waſt out of thy year ſeveral dayes, came a Warrant to Newgate for the laſt 22 committed thi­ther before the expiration of thy Government; and what if it were ſigned John Knight Mayor, after thy date was out?
And this is the trade, and this is the work thou driveſt at Briſtol, than which, what more arbitrary? and this is thy con­ſcience to the Law, to the execution of the Law, unto which thou pretendeſt. When thou art ſpoken to about this cruel perſecution; O the Law, ſayeſt thou, my oath, I muſt execute the Law, I cannot help it, I am ſorry for it, for Gods ſake con­ſider of it, and do not ruin your ſelves; which, if it were a truth, it would as well extend to Priſoners under the reſtraint of the law, or rather thine own, under the pretence of the Law; for Conſcience rightly informed, and working as it ſhould, works uprightly to the one as to the other; but theſe are but ſhifts of thine, by which thou wouldſt make people to believe (ſuch as are ſo weak ſo to do, and there are but few of them in this City) as if Conſcience ſate at the Helm, and ſteered theſe proceedings, and that nothing but Conſcience was the cauſe of what thou doeſt unto us, who ſuffer for our Conſcience: Now Conſcience is not againſt Conſcience, vvhere [Page]indeed it is ſo; but vvhat Conſcience thou haſt, is in part alrea­dy manifeſt, and ſhall further be demonſtrated ere we have done vvith this Relation; for vvhich purpoſe, viz. to make manifeſt to thee thine own vvork, and to bring it back again upon thee, it vvas in part undertaken.
To give one inſtance before we go any further, in the Caſe of Mary Gouldney, vvhoſe mother and thine vvere own ſiſters, as thou knovveſt, and hovv her mother vvas as a Nurſe unto thee; for her Conſcience thou committedſt her and her hus­band T. Gouldney, both on the day aforeſaid, who have (as thou alſo knoweſt) a Shop, and great Trade, as to Grocery, and ſeveral children. It ſo fell out, that a relation of hers, un­known to her, laid down half a crown, which thou hadſt fined her, whereupon ſhe was ordered to be ſet at liberty, with which ſhe not being ſatisfied, but fearing ſome underhand work, took the under-keeper with her, and went down to thy houſe, and underſtanding there by thee how the fine was paid, and that it ſtood as her first Conviction; being with­out her knowledge and conſent, for to conſent was all one as to pay it, and thereby ſhe ſhould have made her ſelf a Tranſ­greſsor, and by her own action have ſpoiled her Teſtimony; ſhe declared it to thee, and demanded the money to be deli­ver'd back again, which being done, thou waſt ſo unconſcio­nable to her, who did what ſhe did in tenderneſs of Conſcience, leſt ſheſhould ſin againſt the Lord, rather than do which, ſhe vvillingly offered up what ſhe had in this World; that thou deniedſt her the liberty to walk ſometimes in her own Garden, vvhich vvas near the Priſon, (& there being no out-let to the Priſon, vvhich ought to be for the health of the Priſioners) for her Milk ſake, vvho vvas a Nurſe to her little Boy, it being hot Weather vvhen ſhe asked it of Thee; No not for 500 l. thou vvouldſt not do it, ſaidſt thou to the Keepers Wife, and [Page]to John Saunders his Wife vvho ſpake to thee about it, not for 300 l. vvhen ſhe vvas vvith Thee about her husband John Saunders his liberty (vvho vvas a Grocer alſo, and a man of much buſineſs, and had many children, though her Father, Alderman Deyes, was thy Mothers own Brother, and bred thee up) nor vvouldſt thou do any thing for John Saunders, but in the hurt of his Conſcience, though being committed by thee, he lay upon ſtravv in Traytors Ward for his Con­ſcience.
And this is thy Conſcience, and the tenderneſs of thy heart to thy friends and near Relations for their Conſcience, yet a great deal of love thou wouldſt needs pretend to thy Cozen Gouldney, as thou haſt to many more of Ʋs, but vvherein it appears, is yet to appear. Sure We are that ſhe continu­ed a Priſoner till the expiration of the time aforeſaid, and her husband alſo, and John Saunders, as thou doeſt to us vvhat thou pleaſeſt, vvhom vvithout a cauſe thou purſueſt: but the day of the Lord is upon Thee, and thy Deceit is made ma­nifeſt.
The next firſt day of the Week being the 10th of 5th Mon. thou didſt cauſe the doors of the Meeting-houſe to be kept faſt, having had thy belly full of toyl the day before; and being willing (its like) to hear how thy other dayes action vvas reſented at Court; the Priſons moreover being full, and the City diſcontented, and the Seſſions drawing nigh, ſo the Meeting vvas in the ſtreet, vvhich received the Taunts of thy Sergeant Jones, (vvho had newly bought his office, and as the Proverb is, ſpeaking by contrarie [...], would needs be good in it) and Baal aforeſaid, vvho ſeeing two ſtrangers there that came out of Ireland, took them away to Bridewell, and having taken the Names of whom they pleaſed, went their Way.
[Page]
The Seſſious being come, viz. the 12th of the 5th mon. a Bill of Indictment at Comon Law vvas drawn, and exhibited againſt William Ford, and thoſe 14 vvith him, that were had from Meeting the 12th of the Moneth before (as hath been related) and laid in Priſon, vvhich the Grand Iurie finding, they were brought to the Hall in the Afternoon, and there put into the Cub where Murderers and Felons are uſed to be placed (though W. Ford, and Nath. Milner were thy neare Neighbours, and men of dealing, in whom the Poor were much concern'd, and of good Reputation) and the Indict­ment being read to them there, For being at an unlawful Meeting, by force and Arms, &c. They pleaded (except Tho­mas Atkins, and Iohn Iohns) Not Guiltie. The Witneſſes, viz. thy Officers, were examined, who ſwore. That in the Kings Name they made Proclamation for them to depart; When as a Month before, when thou committedſt them, they ſwore that it was in thy Name, for which thou then reprov­edſt them, ſaying, It ſhould have been in the Kings; which in a Months time (it ſeems) was become ſo. This the Pri­ſoners obſerved, and pleaded againſt the Validity of their te­ſtimony, who ſwore one thing one moneth, and another thing, as to the ſame matter, another moneth, as they did a­gainſt the falſhood of the matter of their Teſtimony. This thou undertook'ſt to juſtifie, and would'ſt needs (to ſhew how thou wa'ſt ſtill concern'd in the Proſecution of our ſuf­fering) prove by Conſequence; thus, Thou wert the Kings Officer, they made Proclamation in thy name, who waſt an of­ficer of the Kings; therefore it was in the Name of the King. Fine Logick in Law: But a Bill of Indictment, as to Perju­rie, before a Righteous Jury (thou not being the Judge, for thou art concern'd, and no righteous Judgment can be ex­pected at thy hands) would clip the ears of thy Offiers, and [Page]give them other ſufferings of fine and Impriſonment; and then how could thy Logick ſerve them? For, Words of Evidence ought to be plain, and the ſame; not one day one thing, and another day another thing; and thy Name is not the Kings, and the Kings Name is not thine in point of Pro­clamation, eſpecially unleſs thou wilt needs be King in Bri­ſtol, which, it ſeems, one of the Judges of the Kings Bench ſaw cauſe to place upon thee, as aforeſaid.
Take heed John Knight of theſe things; Ego & Rex meas, I and my King coſt Cardinal Poole ſomething; thou muſt not come too near here; though thy mind aſpires too much. Re­member the ſaying of old, viz. Kings and Concubines admit no competitors. Take heed, Iohn Knight, of Tower-hill, the Axe there hath an edge for all ſave Kings; and once know, that Proclamations as to Law, muſt be in the Name of the King, not thine Iohn Knight; unleſs in the Name of the King, ſo thou maiſt ſtay thy haſt, leaſt thou repent at leiſure. Theſe things rendred thy Witneſſes in view of the Hall, not fit to teſtifie, having appeared forſworn: But thou didſt not think ſo, that was not to the buſineſs thou hadſt in hand, viz. Right or Wrong (as it ſeems) to make them ſuffer; ſo falſe Witneſ­ſes may ſerve, any thing that is like that's call'd a Witneſs, that hath a ſyllable or two like the matter, may ſerve the turn; the matter is judged already, viz. They ſhall ſuffer. The ſame was in the caſe of Thomas Speed, &c. as afore­ſaid.
So Robert Edwards, Sergeant, ſwore Poſitively, that W. Ford was in the meeting, when as he met William Ford in the street, and there took him up; and when W. Ford asked him, In what place he ſaw him in the Meeting? he hung down his head, and ſaid nothing. The ſame he alſo ſwore as to Iohn Love, whom he ſaw coming down the ſtairs of the meet­ing[Page]Roome; But all men that are in their wits do know, that the ſtairs to a place is not the place; and Evidence in point of Teſtimonie, ought to be Poſitive, both as to Place and Time.
Yet this was the Entertainment that they met with at thine and the hands of thy Officers. But this is not all; after theſe thy Witneſſes had ſaid what they pleaſed, thou ſpakeſt a few words to the Jurie, and then they withdrew forthwith, not having heard the Priſoners, who though they called upon them to ſtay, and to hear what they had to ſay for themſelves; for, Qui Judicat aliquid, altera parte in audita, haud equum facit Judicium: That is. He that judgeth anie thing, the other part being unheard, can hardly give right Iudgment, as the Maxim is; Yet away they went, as if ha­ving heard thee, it was enough; and that the knowledge of thy mind were ſufficient, ſo giving to underſtand, as if there were a Confederacie between You, to make them to ſuffer, which one of them intimated to thee in a Letter, hereafter to be mentioned. Whereupon the Priſoners called aloud to thee and the Town-Clerk to cauſe them to ſtay; in which, being importunate (as indeed it did concern them) thou and the Town-Clerk called to them to ſtay, yet they would not re­turn to their place to hear them, but vvent in; and after they vvere vvithdrawn, Gunter (the Fore-man of the Iurie, an Officer formerly in the Militia, and a known inveterate ene­mie to us, came forth with the Book of Statutes under his Arme, deſiring to know of the Town-Clerk, againſt what Statute it was, when the Indictment was at Common Law. So vvell prepared vvas this Fore-man and the Iurie (as men uſe to ſay by the contraries) and inſtructed in the caſe of the Pri­ſoners, that they departed before they had heard, and would not return to hear what they had to ſay in their own behalves [Page](as aforeſaid, though they did not underſtand) to vvhich the Town-Clerk reply'd to this purpoſe, That it vvas not againſt any Statute, but the Common Law.
Nevertheleſs, the Lord over-ruled him and them, having a regard to his Name and People, who were Innocent of any ſuch thing as force and armes, &c. both in heart and hand, in principle and practice, vvhich thou endeavouredſt ſtill not­withſtanding to fix upon them. We ſay, the Lord over-ruled them ſo, as that they brought in a verdict in Writing (as the Priſoners heard, for they ſaw not the Jury, nor heard what they delivered, which ought to have been otherwiſe) to this purpoſe, Guilty of an unlawful meeting, but not of force and arms, and to the terror of the people. The ſame, in effect, as had been by all the Juries in their Verdicts, as aforeſaid. The Priſoners underſtanding that a Verdict was delivered, de­manded, What it was? The Clerk anſwered, Guilty of an unlawful aſſembly. They ſaid, They underſtood it was alſo, but not of force and Arms, &c. He anſwered, It was force and arms by conſequence, being found an Ʋnlawful aſſembly; the ſame which thou hadſt anſwered in the like caſe before: for the Clerk is but the ſervant of the Court. But you are mi­ſtaken in the Point, as before in the caſe of Geo. Biſhop, Edw. Pyott, &c. is declared at large. Then thou didſt fine them 10 s. a piece, and committedſt them to Priſon till pay­ment.
Now the Letter wherein their hard uſage was rehearſed to thee, of which ſomething hath been hinted, was as followeth:
[Page]
Friend,

I Am conſtrained for the clearing of my Conſcience towards God and towards Man, to write theſe few lines unto thee, in regard that on the 12th of this inſtant, I, with ma­ny more of my friends, were called before thee at the Quarter-Seſſions, being a full moneth and more in Priſon, for no other cauſe, but for being at a Meeting to Worſhip the Lord, who will be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth, out of which all the Worlds Worſhips are. We being then willing to come to our Tryal, expecting that we ſhould have been fairely delt withall, and we have refer'd our cauſe to that of God in our Juries conſciences, which we knew right well would have given Virdict according to the righteous Law which ought to be a Perfect guide to all men, but they being incenſed by thy many falſe accuſations, and the falſe evidence given by thy ſervants, carried them (I mean the Jury) probably to ma­nifeſt themſelves ſo wickedly, and ſo unreaſonable towards us, For was it ever known that a Jury ſhould refuſe to hear the Priſonners, or that a Magiſtrate ſhould ſuffer a Jury to deale ſo wickedly, and unreaſonably contrary to Law, ſince that it was ſo much deſired by my ſelfe and others, which had very much to ſay to them? Was it not like that thou, and they were agreed to enſnare the innocent? Thinkeſt thou that the Lord will not viſit for theſe things, and that the wicked ſhall goe unpuniſhed? Is this for the Honour of the King, or ſhall it be laid to his charge? Remember how thy ſervants when they gave evidence againſt us, how on their Oathes that they ſaid that they made Proclamation twice in thy Name, and thou reproveſt them, and ſaid, they ſhould have done it in the Kings Name; Yet when we were brought to our Tryal, they on their Oath's ſaid, It was in the Kings Name, I declared their deceit to thee, thou end eadeavoureſt to blinde it over by thy conſequen­ces [Page]declaredſt that they being thy Officers, and thou being a Subordinate Magiſtrate under him, they declaring in thy Name, it was in the Kings Name, but theſe things will not hide thee, neither doe I believe that the King will own the evil actions of evil Magiſtrates; which by ſuch evil conſe­quence might be turned upon him, but the Lord will in his time finde you out, and make you, manifeſt, and plead the cauſe of the innocent in righteouſneſs, and avenge himſelfe of of his enemies.
Friend, It is well known that we are a people which are of a good life and converſation in this City, and thou in thy conſci­ence knows that we have not as to the Common Law deſerved either bonds or impriſonments, but if for conſcience ſake we muſt ſuffer, it is not more then we can exſpect from the unrighte­ous, and the diſobedient, for they always did ſo; and by that cha­racter are they known; for ſaith Chriſt, They ſhall hall yee out of the Synagogues, and perſecute, and diſpitefully uſe you, and ſpeak all manner of evil againſt you, for my Names ſake; and he that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution: Did ever the righteous perſecute, ſearch the Scriptures, and be not deceived; Was it not he that was born after the fleſh, that perſecuted him that was born after the ſpi­rit? And was not he that was born after the fleſh an envier and a murderer, a ſcoffer, and a ſcorner, and a perſecutor? And is it not ſo now, and was not hee that was born after the ſpi­rit Meek and Gentle, and of a Lowly heart, being perſecuted, ſuffered it, reſiſting not evil, but doing good for evil; Search thy ſelfe and trie which of theſe ſtates are thine, for aſſuredly the day will come when thou ſhalt not hide thy ſelfe in pretench­ing only that thou art ſworn to keep the Kings Laws, and to put them in executions; But what Laws is it that thou putteſt in execution? How doth wickedneſs abound in this City, even al­moſt [Page]all manner of profaneſs? How doth Oathes ſound in the streets? How doe Drunkards reile from Alehouſe to Tavern, and Alehouſes, and Taverns, and Kettle Allies ſwarm with profane Perſons; Take heed that thou art not found to turn the edge of the ſword, which is for the wicked, and for the tranſgreſſor againſt the righteous, and ſo bring innocent blood on thine own head, for thou mayſt remember that when thou waſt ſpeaking of the Law, thou ſaidſt it was grounded upon the Scripture; then conſider our indictment was not proved againſt us, for it was falſe, we having no force of Armes, neither was we a terrour to any people, and as for our meetings we know rightwel it is according to the will of God, and agreeable to the Scriptures, & it was the practice of the Sts. of old, who met often together in private houſes, and in the fields, and on the moun­taines in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon for the edifying of the bo­dy, not having any regard to the worſhipping in Temples and Synagogues, which Chriſt propheſied againſt: But one thing more concerning our Tryal, Is it not according to the Law, that the Iury ſhould have given their Verdict in open Court in our hearing, and ſo have been Recorded, but it we never heard, neither did they all appear in open Court when the Virdict was given, which was done ſo privately, I call it privatelie, becauſe wee Priſoners heard it not, but when we demanded what Virdict was brought in, one of your Clerks ſaid, Wee were brout in guiltie without any limit, but we are informed otherwiſe, and that it was written in a piece of pa­per, ſo thou mayſt ſee how unrighteouſly thou haſt delt with us, in caſting us into priſon: and ſo I ſhall leave theſe things to the rightoous Iudge of all the earth, which will Judge righ­teouſly between us, and thee, Thus have I cleared my con­ſcience, who am a lover of thine immortal Soul, and deſireth the ſalvation of it.
William Ford,



[Page]
Thus ended the Seſſions ſo far as it related to the Priſoners afairs aforeſaid, now the Fair drew on, as to which both thoſe in priſon, & thoſe out were much concern'd, what as to themſelvs, & what as to thoſe who were dealers with them, beſides many accounts fell then to be made up, whileſt thoſe ſtrangers were here who had dealing with them, eſpecially being upon the foot of a Law, for Baniſhment, and many thought who were not of us, that theſe things vvould have had ſome influence on thee, to have pretermitted the edge of thy Proſecutions on us, at leaſt till the Faire was over, it being a matter of great cruelty that We ſhould be thus put upon it, in one juncture to hazzard ſo much of our buſineſs, or our con­ſcience.
And although thou hadſt no reflection of tenderneſs, as to us, thy Neighbors in this particular, to doe as thou wouldſt be done unto, yet ſome thought both of thy Relations, and o­thers concern'd in the Faire, that were not called by our Name, that thou wouldſt have had ſome regard to them, and the City, ſeeing we were concern'd with ſo many people that were not of as well as with thoſe who were of us, it being thy Place to indulge the Faire by all means thou couldſt, but thou turneſt the deafe ear to all, and wouldſt not here, no not ſo much as to intermit one dayes furious onſet upon us, but as if the Priſons were not full enough already, or that the weather was not hot, or that there was no danger of infection, thou droveſt on without conſideration like the Ostritch in the wilder­neſs that layeth her egg in the ſand, and conſidereth not that the horſe heel may cruſh it, and when ſhe lif [...]eth her ſelf up regardeth not the cry of the driver, and on the 17th of 5th Moneth, be­ing the firſt day of the week without any of the Aldermen with thee at firſt, (Alderman Sandy for whom thou didſt ſend, coming after) thou cameſt down to the meeting with the She­riffs, [Page]and an Oyes being made in the meeting Roome, thou there behavedſt thy ſelfe as heretofore, and didſt commit to Newgate.
Men. Dennis Holliſter, John ſpeed, Daniel Waſtfield, Edw. Mar­tingdale, William Yeamans, John Withers, VVilliam Rogers, Gobert Sykes, John Sanders, Nine in all, whereof four were Merchants, two Grocers, two Soap-boylers, one Salter, moſt of them conſiderable men, both as for eſtate and dealing: Will. Yeamans ſon and heire of Robert Yeamans, who had been Sheriff of the City, and was executed at his wives Fa­thers door in the beginning of the late war for the King, Iohn Speed and Dan. Waſtfield ſons in Law to the ſaid Robert Yea­mans, who married two of his daughters, but none of theſe things could prevaile with thee, though thou waſt not igno­rant of them, and yet thou pretendeſt to be a friend of the Kings, who then the ſea Monſters waſt worſe, of which Iere­mie complains, for they draws out the breaſt, and give ſuck to their young ones, but thou becameſt cruel like the Oſtritch in the wilderneſs. Lam. 43. And to Bridewell thou didſt com­mit.
Men. Tho. North, (a Maſter of a ſhip, and on a Voyage to Sea) Tho. Baker, Thomas Terret, Dan. Neal, John Mills, John Barns, Samuel Comb, W. Price, Rob. Gibbons, James Barker, W. Wil­cox, George White, Andrew Vivers, John Hardiman, John Rogers, W. Tovy, John Naylor, John Smith, John Hale, John Clark, W. Shatford, Theophilus Newton, Sam. Cottrel, Richard Lindey, Simon Cox; Morgan Lamb. (26)
[Page]
Women. Jane Batho, and Alexandra Harcourt. twenty eight in all, making up the number with thoſe at Newgate 37. and the number of thoſe before committed, two hundred thirty and four, that is to ſay, at Newgate 60. and at Bridewel 174.
On that day alſo Sarah Wilkinſon was brought to Bride­wel, for being with Prieſt Horn at James Steeple houſe, and John Simons, the day before for words, pretended to be a­gainſt your Worſhip, though hardly ſo to be ſtrained, making up the number, as aforeſaid.
The Seſſions being upon the morrow, viz. the 18th of 5th Month 1664.(for thou heldſt them in Adjournment the greateſt part of the Quarter to ſerve thy Pleaſure) thou didſt ſend for D. Holliſter, John Speed, Dan. Waſtfield, and Edw. Martingdale, and there didſt ſentence D. Holliſter in 4 l. fine, the reſt in 2 s. 6. d. a piece, which they not anſwering, thou condemnedſt Holliſter to ten weeks Impriſonment, (a day be­yond the Date of thy Government) and the reſt at a Month, and then remaundedſt them to Newgate; the reſt at Newgate and Bridewell, committed the day before, were ſentenced in 2 s. 6 d. apiece, and a Months impriſonment, in default of payment; which they not anſwering, viz. the Fines, were continued till the expiration of the date aforeſaid. Sighed John Knight Mayor, John Lock, Walter Sandy.
Indeed Dennis Holliſter had ſomething to do with Thee at the Seſſions, for thou rambledſt about there much according to thine old wont, talking what thou pleaſedſt thy ſelf, a [...] charging up and down at what rate thou wouldſt, and  [...] wouldſt not let him ſpeak in his own juſtification, wit [...] [Page] much interruption; calling him Rebel, and the Meeting a company of Rebels, with a deal of other ſtuff not worth the Relation. So that he was conſtrained to tell thee, That thou waſt an Ʋnrighteous Judge, who wouldſt not hear as well as ſpeak, who wouldſt charge a Man, and not give him leave to anſwer for himſelf; and he alleged that he was not ſatisfied with his commitment, ſeeing that thou hadſt neither then nor before, made it to appear that the Meeting was under pretence of Religion, or that he met ſo, which, that it was, thou hadſt cauſed to be ſet down in the Record, though the Witneſs did not ſo ſwear, and yet wouldſt not hear, but didſt cauſe thy Record to be read, where it was ſet down as afore­ſaid, viz. that he was there under the pretence of Religion, with which he charged thee, and with the falſneſſe of thy Record; whereupon William Kemp the Sergeant which was the wit­neſs, was called again, and he affirmed, upon thy demand, that he could only ſay, that he ſaw D. H. at the meeting, and that he ſaw him there, but knew not under what pretence it was; and that he heard him to ſpeak to thee, viz. that he was there in the fear of God, and not in contempt. Whereupon D. H. told thee of thy Ʋnrighteouſneſs, in ſobriety, and in modera­tion, and how thou ſaweſt that the Witneſs could not ſwear that he was there under colour and pretence of Religion, and yet thou hadſt recorded it as ſworn, and how he did abſolutely deny that he was there under any pretence, and colour what­ſoever, but in the fear of the Lord; and he demanded of thee to make it to appear that he had ſo broken the Law, which thou hadſt inſerted in the Record without proof, and ſo was but thy ſaying ſo, who ſaidſt what thou wouldeſt, and didſt what thou pleaſedſt; yet thou wouldſt not hear, but told him that he was fined 4 l. as aforeſaid, or he must lie in Priſon 10 weeks, as aforeſaid; which he refuſing to pay, for he told [Page]thee, he would not pay Thee four farthings, thou ſenteſt him with the reſt to Priſon. And this is another Demonſtration of thy Unrighteous, and Unjuſt Proceedings, in ſeeking right or wrong, to make us to ſuffer, and is a proof of the falſhood of that thy Record, which (it ſeems) though falſe; and thus Wrong muſt ſtand in force againſt them, but theſe thy doings make thee manifeſt, and thou ſhalt have rendred unto thee from the Righteous God according to thy deeds.
Indeed, thou wouldſt needs have forced what he ſaid to thee the day before, to have been ſpoken by him in Contempt. viz. That he, hearing that thou hadſt made a ſtrict enquiry af­ter him in particular the laſt time thou wast there, he had ha­sted to order his buſineſs in the Countrey, and to get home his wife and family, and that he was come there freely to give up himſelf into thy hands, and to manifest that he neither feared thy Priſons, nor thy Baniſhment, for he ſaid, he was not aſha­med to ſuffer affliction with the people of God: which he ſpake upon thy ſaying to him, that thou didſt wonder that he was ſo unwiſe a man as to be found in ſo unlawful an Aſſembly, when­as thou ſoughtſt him there, and underſtanding that he was there by thy officer, cameſt down to the Meeting, and behind his back upbraidedſt his being abſent. So it ſeems with thee he was one thing abſent, and another preſent, as to the ſame thing; but it appeared that thou thirſtedſt to have him, and being abſent, thou reproachedſt him, and being preſent, thou termedſt him a man unwiſe, who was there in obedience to the Lord, to bear teſtimony to his Name: So what will pleaſe thee? But no man right in his wits can conſtrue this matter of Contempt, but rather as a Determined Reſoluti­on to abide what thou couldſt do unto him for his teſtimony to the Truth.
So this Seſſions paſſed over alſo, receiving another Adjourn­ment, [Page]for ſo thou keptſt the Seſſions ſtill on foot; loving to domineer it there, and thither to drag after thee thy fellow Citizens, to talk, and do to them as thou didſt pleaſe, where thou waſt ſure to keep them from anſwering thee, but as thou pleaſedſt.
By this time the Priſoners were become very ſtrait, what through Debters, the fair drawing on, what through Fellons and Treſpaſsers, the Oyer and Terminer and Goal delivery be­ing near, what through the multitude of Ʋs Priſoners, and the heat of the Seaſon; whereupon leſt any infection ſhould be, or other inconvenience to the health, or life of the Priſo­ners, and ſo to the Sheriffs, and the City, ſome then being not well, who had long lain on ſtraw, though of tender edu­cation, a Letter was wrote to Sheriff Streamer, by one of the Priſoners, for him to communicate to his brother Sheriff Brad­way alſo, ſignifying theſe things, and warning them of the in­conveniencies, and deſiring an Enlargement of the Priſon, as of Right it ought to be, and according to Law, the Power of the Goal being in them, which they could enlarge and re­move as they would; which had the ſame reſentment from them, who declared themſelves content, and orders they gave to the Goaler to inlarge the Priſon, and Sheriff Bradway or­dered D. Holliſter (who was an inſirm man of Body) to have a lodging near the Priſon, which thou waſt ſo offended at, though thou waſt not Sheriff, (and ſo thou medleſt in other mens matters) that for quietneſſe ſake, and that the Sheriff might not be too much taunted at by thee, (for thou threat­nedſt much, though without Power) D. H. thought it con­venient to return, and ſo went to old Newgate again. Thou hopedſt indeed to have taken the Goaler upon the Hip, for letting him at large, becauſe he was ſeen ſtanding at the door of his Priſon; and without Court, Evidence, or Jury, didſt [Page]demand 10 l. of him preſently, as a fine upon the New Act; but thou waſt miſtaken, as aforeſaid, for it was his Priſon; as thou waſt alſo in thy manner of Proceeding, who didſt uſe the Jaylor at thy pleaſure, though (as hath been ſaid) thou waſt not Sheriff, and hadſt nothing to do with the Priſon, further than Commitment according to Law, and the Jaylor was to obſerve the Orders of his Maſters. So a great ſtir there was, which was moſt unreaſonable in thee, not only for the Reaſons aforeſaid, but becauſe thou hadſt before by thy Sergeant John Jones, upon the firſt great commitment on this Act, ſent Or­ders to the Jaylor of Newgate, and the Keeper of Bridewell al­ſo, to enlarge the Priſons, into places near, which thou didſt upon his informing thee upon his own View, and at the deſire of ſome of the Priſoners, how they were throng'd together, and yet now didſt find ſault with what was done in purſuance of thine Own, as vvell as the Sheriffs order.
But all theſe things do manifeſt thy inſatiable rage againſt us, who wouldſt not willingly have us breath in the Earth; and though Humanity ſometimes did touch thee, through the unreaſonableneſs of their ſufferings, and the out-cry of the Ci­ty, and ſo wouldſt order ſomething, as aforeſaid, yet by and by, when that inſatiable, perſecuting ſpirit was up in thee again, thou wouldſt do the contrary, even contrary to Hu­manity, not conſidering that thou alſo waſt a Man, and ſubject to the ſame infirmities as they, and wouldſt not have the things thou didſt to them done unto thee; yea, ſo inhumane thou waſt, that a ruffling fellow (in appearance) being a ſtranger, and paſſing by the Priſon, with his horſe, ſeeing Company at the door of the Priſon, and enquiring the matter concerning the thing, and underſtanding of Our im­priſonment, ſaid, in a great deteſtation of thee, to wit, Was this Man born of a Woman? Which queſtion he might very [Page]well ask, having underſtood how contrary to a Man thou hadſt acted.
The ſame ſtir thou keptſt, leſt any of the Priſoners at the time of the fair, ſhould have any connivance to be a little at home to order their buſineſs, (being very great with di­vers of them) and to make up their Accounts with thoſe with vvhom they dealt; and thou wouldſt not yield that thy Cozen T. Gouldney (who had great occaſions) ſhould vvith a Keeper be a day or two at his houſe, and J. Speed could not be permitted one hour to be at home, to finiſh an Account with an Exceter Merchant, who, it ſeems, for that purpoſe made the deſire; and thou didſt hope by all this to have bow­ed them unto thy will, through the neceſſity of their affairs; for many friends were hard put to it, having, ſeveral of them, themſelves and ſervants in priſon, and the fair being the time of their harveſt, as it were, for moſt of the year following; but the Lord was vvith them, though thou vvaſt ſo cruel and unmerciful, and kept them in this great Tryal, vvherein they vvere proved; and ſeeing they had done vvhat appertained, and vvhat in a good Conſcience they could do to their fami­lies, ſubmitted to the Will of the Lord, and vvere content, that he, through their ſufferings, might be glorified; for vvhich the Lord will be their Reward, they having choſen rather to ſuffer their Estates and Liberties to be forced, than to force their Conſcience.
Now on the 24th of 5th Month, the day before the Fair, and the firſt day of the Week, thou vvaſt otherwiſe imployed than to be at the Meeting; for thy going to James Steeple-houſe, vvhich vvas in the Fair, with thy train, hindred thy coming thither, leſt thy Pomp ſhould be leſſened by thy at­tending upon us; ſo the Meeting had ſome reſt from the trou­ble of thee and thy Officers that day, though the ſtrangers [Page]were not altogether free at thy Worſhip, whom to put in thoſe that followed thee, thou thy ſelf (as was ſaid) vvith thy own hands, coming out of thy Pew, moſt unlike a Maior, but ſome ſuch vvork thou muſt needs be at, as with us, pul­ledſt out, forgetting (it ſeems) where thou vvaſt.
The firſt day of the week following, viz. the 31 of the 5th month, was much like this, the Officers came and took ſome Names, but went their wayes without making any other di­ſturbance, at leaſt ſuch as they were wont to make in that place. For indeed, till the third day of the next moneth was over, the expiration of the date of thy firſt Commit­ments, thou kneweſt not well where to put them, the Priſons there being full, would then have ſome eaſe, who on that day were ſet at liberty; thoſe in Bridewel being a Conſidera­ble number, going in a Body to the Tolzey together, and then to their ſeveral habitations as they were free.
So the Priſons being ſomewhat eaſed, the next firſt day thou cameſt unto thine old vvork again, being the 7th of the 6th month, and with ſuch a greedy appetite as a Wolf long vvitheld from his vvonted prey, thou fell'ſt upon the Meet­ing, and there having ſet up thy vvonted Court, and cauſed an O Yes to be made, Ald. Creſwick being vvith thee, thou didſt ſend to the Priſons theſe that follow:
Newgate Men. Nath. Day, William Davis, W. Taylor, W. Lane, Rich. Snead, W. Pope, Chriſt. Bennet, John Brook, Joſ. Kippin, Joh. Dowell, Robert Nokes, Benjamin Maynard, George Gough. (13.)
Women. Mary Gouldney, Han. Jordan, Joan Hiley, Iſabel Yea­mans, Eliz. Rogers, Mary Smith, Martha Smith, Mary Corbet, Bathſheba Speed, Grace Withers, Ann Day, Sarah Bennet, [Page]Lidia Tovy, Joan Dixin, Mary Belſhar, Eliz. Maynard, Eliz. Moor, Ann Sole, (18.)
Bridewell Men. Dan. Gibbons, Charles Marſhal, W. Davis, Jam. Neves, Phil. Cook, Sam. Godfrey, Charles Bowen, Jam. Dimond, Joh. Martin, Edw. Bifield, Rog. Oldſtone, Griffith Laſcomb, W. Cannings, Rob. Weale, John Styant, John Herne, Ralph Cock, Sam. Gibbons, Nat. Allin, Barth. Crocker, Thomas Bayly, Rich. Willis, Edw. Daniel, John Seward, Griffith Browne, Thomas Saunders, Will. Sawſer, Jam. Toghill, Le­ming Dickaſon, Phil. Peak, Joh. Warwick, John Crump, Will. Hill. Will. Tovy, Caleb Hill, Wil. Atkins, Jam. Wallis, Joh. Price, Ambroſe Scot, Peter Hadeing, Char. Saunders, Will. Wells, John Neves, Will. Britton, Edw. Paine, Tho. Wick­dow, Lewis Rogers, John Martin, Sim. Cadle, John Packer, Will. Cawſon, John Jennet, Nich. Horſeman, W. Peachy, Rob. Geriſh, Tho. Hilman, W. Pludwell, Tim. Harding, Tho. Bourne, Joh. Wear, Joh. Bennet, Joh. Dale, Cananuel Britton, Bern. Lidman, Sam. Plumnely, Tho. Lofty, Joh. Knut, Joh. Cox, Edw. Bennet, Jam. Slaughter, Thomas Stockman, John Summers, Will. Gotby, Hugh Hobhouſe, Richard Got­lies. (75.)
Women. Sarah Peak, Sar. Snead, Joan Day, Eliz. Driver, Sar. May­nard, Mary Lindey, Suſ. Pearſon, Blanch Bough, Elinor Lewis, Ann Long, Suſ. York, Elin. Cole, Ann Hawkes, Martha Chock, Joan Crew, Bridg. Wory, Joan Tomlinſon, Rebecca Howell, Han. Balle, Merlin Jones, Eliz. Stevens, Joan Britton, Joan Farmer, Mary Jones, Dorcas Gibbons, Joan Hill, Ann Davis, Ann Phillips, Edith Byfield, Suſ. Styant, Frances Styant, Ann Watkins, Ann Britton, Eliz. Price, Kath. Wakeliffe, Elizab. Matthews, Emme Simons, Joyce Warren, Joan Younger, [Page]Jane Weale, Sarah Davis, Ann Hill, Eliz. Eagles. Mary Evans, Mary Neves, Ann King, Margery Lovell, Mary Naylor, Eliz. Turford; Mary Leveret; Rebecca Jennings; Grace Eaton; An. Sampſon Elin. Maud; Suſ. Gotby; Kath. Hughes; Ann Price; Mary Harvord; Eliz. Ariell; Sarah Morris; Mary Rice; Alice Kill; Mary Cole; Mary Cockman; Mary Lovell; Mary Knight; Ann Mayes; Mary Brock; Margr. Thomas junior; Mary Cham­bers; Mary Toghill; Joan Williams Mary Hampton; Elizab. Wilkinſon; Gartrude Boiſte Ann Bateman; Eliz. Martin; Eliz. Walker; Elinor Traverſe Eliz. Holder; Alice Slaughter; Marg. Thomas ſenior; Ann Chaffin; Mary Perry; Joan Weſt. (88.)
The whole number of this dayes commitment to Bridewell, of Men and Women being One hundred ſixty and three, and to Newgate Thirty and one. One Hundred, Ninety and foure in all.
And many of theſe vvere Wives, and Servants, and Maſters, and Husbands, and Children; the husbands of ſome in one place, and the wives in onother; for thou vvillingly wouldſt not ſuffer any to paſs, ſo greedy waſt thou; and amongſt the reſt were three Women whoſe Husbands were diſtracted, and had been ſo for a long ſeaſon; and ſeveral of theſe were poor, whoſe Families depended upon their liberty for their mainte­nance; yet one and the other, old and young, master and ſer­vant, children and parents, husband and wife, in poverty or abundance, all muſt go; to no ſort, or ſex, or age, or condi­tion hadſt thou regard; but of thy devouring ſpirit of rage and envy all muſt partake, and be lodg'd in theſe priſons, howe­ver they come out, dead or alive, all was one to thee. Nay if ſo be they, yea all the generation of us who fear the Lord, might have been ſo diſpoſed of, as that they never more might have ſeen the Sun, or been heard of, it had pleaſed [Page] thee well, unto whom the Innocent are a burden, and thou wouldſt be rid of it; but upon thee muſt their ſufferings reſt, till time is no more; and Eternity be the everlaſting portion of thy torment, if thou doſt not Repent: For certainly they are the people of the Lord, and he brought them thither, and it is Jeſus in them that thou perſecuteſt; who kept them in their meetings, as he brought them thither, though thou ſaw'ſt him not; who is with them in the Priſons, and in all their af­flictions is afflicted with them; who will raiſe them up over all your heads, to reign for ever and ever.
Now at this meeting thou carriedſt thy ſelf after thy wont­ed manner of Rage and Envy; and thou broughteſt thither with thee Alderman Lock, and Alderman Creſwick, who made up thy Court; the Sheriffs were preſent alſo; and e­ven to the Widow Yeomans (that Antient, Grave Matron a­foreſaid) whoſe age rather beſpoke a Coffin then a Baniſh­ment) thou took'ſt as thou could'ſt meet, and wouldſt have ſent her to Newgate alſo with this croud of Priſoners, had it not been for Alderman Creſwick (who it's like had little reſt that night for that dayes ſervice) who cauſed it to be other­wiſe. Yet thou didſt commit her, though thou releaſed her preſently; and made that her being with the people of the Lord at meeting, to wait upon him, a ſtep to her baniſhment; her Gray hairs being thus honoured of the Lord, to live to that day to bear a Teſtimony for him in the face of thy fury, and of Baniſhment, who is ſcarce able in body to reach to the place of Meeting.
And here we muſt bring in the ſad Reckoning of Lidiah Tovy, Wife of Rich. Tovy, Brewer, Alice the Wife of W. Pea­chy, and Mary Knight ſervant to Nath. Milner, Priſoners a­foreſaid, vvhoſe lives (and the Infant of one of them) this dayes work of thine took away from the Earth; whoſe blood cries [Page]cries for vengeance againſt thee, and vvill lie upon thy head for ever, except thou Repent.
Lidia Tovy vvas very big with child, a little Woman and Young; the only daughter living of her Mother, who was a Widow; and except one ſon all the children ſhe had alive. Thou ſaw'ſt in what condition ſhe was, when in the meeting, as to her being with child; thou knew'ſt her to be thy Neigh­bour, thou didſt nevertheleſs commit her; yet thou wouldſt ſeeine ſomewhat tender, and ſaid ſhould be but till the morrow; though that was a ſtep in order to Baniſhment, which ſhe was the nearer to, by how much her impriſonment vvas ſhort.
So to priſon ſhe was brought, and the very noiſome ſent of the old Goale at the door as ſhe was brought to come in, ſtruck in upon her. In the Priſon ſhe abode till the 7th day of that week, notwithſtanding that thou ſaidſt before a multitude of witneſses, that it ſhould be but till the morrow: There ſhe aylded, wanting breathing and room; vvhich ſhe uſually in that condition needed much. Her ilneſs grew on, and Sym­ptoms of a Miſcarriage, though ſo big and near her time was on her. Her Husbands Brother (Thomas Tovy, who lives on the Bridge, and is one of the Council) went to thee on the 5th day of the week, and her tender mother on the 7th day, giving thee to underſtand how it vvas vvith her; for by this time her danger vvas ſo manifeſt, that ſhe bled upwards; thou wouldſt not hear, but bad her come to thee on Mon­day. That 7th day at night the Keeper of Newgate being with thee, about the liberty of ſome of the Priſoners, of whoſe having been at Bridewell thou hadſt heard, and therefore ſenteſt for him thereabouts, he informing thee of her conditi­on and danger, thou began'ſt to be ſenſible, not for her ſake (as we may judge) but thy own, and the out-cry that would [Page]be made againſt thee if ſhe died. So thou didſt haſt him to ſet her at liberty, ſaying, Turn her out, turn her out; ſo ſhe came, and that night ſent her home. Well, Monday, of which thou ſpakeſt to her ſorrowful mother, came, but ſhe vvas laid in her bed a moſt ſad ſpectacle, continuing very ill, and nei­ther hearing nor ſeeing; her infant came dead from her that night, and the next morning, being the third day of the week, ſhe yielded up the Ghoſt, laying down her life at the foot of thy cruelty, vvho vvith her tender babe vvere laid in the earth together, never to return thence more for thee to Baniſh, though after her death thy Warrant came to detain her in priſon till the 6th of the 7th moneth following the date of her commitment, with the reſt of them that thou then committedſt vvith her; vvhoſe blood ſhall never de­part from Thee and thy houſe for ever, if thou doſt not Re­pent.
Alice the Wife of W. Peachy vvas a Young Woman alſo, very big vvith child, vvhich was her firſt; ſhe vvas at the meeting vvhen thou and thy Officers vvere there. One of thy Officers hall'd her rudely towards thee, bidding her come along, another was behind puting her forwards, which being beyond what ſhe was able to do, being very big as aforeſaid, it hurt her, and in her face it vvas diſcovered preſently; and was ſo in the obſervation of ſome friends preſent, who were about to call on thy Officers for hal­ling her after that manner. So ſhe went home ill, and was delivered the next day, and never was well afterwards, but continued ill till the 14th day of the 6th Moneth, on which day ſhe dyed, her Husband being then priſoner in Bridewell, committed with the reſt the day afore­ſaid.
[Page]
Mary Knight was alſo committed on the ſame day to Bridewel, and the next day being very ill, was had to her ma­ſters houſe by thy ſuffrance, where ſhe died about twelve daies after of a violent feavour, her body being brought to Bridewel from thence to be buried, becauſe ſhe was a pri­ſoner, there bled afreſh at the Noſe for about an houre toge­ther (the certain obſervation of the inviſible judgement that that place was the caue of her death.) Yet thou waſt not ſatisfied that thou hadſt her life, but her body being brought to Bridewell to be buried there, as aforeſaid; and the woman of the houſe deſiring thee to give leave to ſome of the priſon­ers to carry her to burial, thou waſt very much offended at its being brought thither, and with the woman for that pur­po e, poſe, and deſpight ſaid, that if they wanted Bearers, the Beadles ſhould do it.
Thus was the Blood of the innocent ſhed, and of three, and an infant as the iſſue of one of thy daies work; yet waſt not thou glutted therewith; but although that thou hadſt com­mitted theſe as aforeſaid, and laid up in the priſons heaps up­on heaps, though the priſon was ſo unholſome ,ſo unſavoury, though there was ſuch danger of infection; yet thou thoughtſt the Priſoners were not ſtraitned enough, but ever and anon thou hadſt the Jailor by the ears, rating him as thou pleaſedſt, and threatning him what ſhould be done with him at the Seſ­ſions, and that all that he had was forfeit to the King, if he were worth thouſands, ſo that the man was in a great ſtrait, how to walk between the pleaſing of thee, who thirſted after their deſtruction; and the health of the Priſon and the pri­ſoners, unto whom the Sheriffs had ſuch regard, as to order additional lodgings, as aforeſaid, and were willing upon a ſober letter of one of the priſoners, that they ſhould have, a [Page] little breath, which was all they ask't whileſt they were a­mongſt you, which is the thing you would have your ſelves, and to have granted them the garden of T Gouldney afore­ſaid, to walk in, being ſo near the priſon, and the priſon of Newgate having no outlet, though the Kings Bench, the Fleet, and other conſiderable Jailes in England have, that ſo heaps upon heaps, men might not be ſmothered to death, and priſons be made places of execution, and holes of murder, but thou wouldſt not conſent thereunto, but as if by all that thou couldſt do, thou ſought'ſt their ruine; or to bow their conſcience to thee, which was worſe; thou didſt as a­foreſaid, Haman like, but Mordecai. (the true Jew in the Spirit) cannot bow to thee, though thou ſeekeſt therefore to cut of the whole Race of the Jews, as aforeſaid, which as it did to Haman, will prove thine own portion (if thou doſt not re­pent) in the day of the Lord, who will render to thee accord­ing to thy deeds.
Indeed Mary Gouldney told thee in the meeting, that thou ſhouldſt have provided wholſon priſons for them, before thou hadſt committed them, ſeeing thou kneweſt it was in thy mind to commit them, and not to throw them up in heaps into Priſons, ſo full as were theſe; which was good counſel, if thou couldſt have hearkened thereto, and then the Blood of the innocent might not ſo have come upon thee, but as the ſwine thou waſt when ſhe ſpake theſe things, and ſaid to thee moreover, that the bread thou brakeſt, would be broken to thee again; and as thou hadst ſhewn no mercy, ſo mercy would not be ſhewn to thee, to which purpoſe Joane Hiley alſo ſpake then unto thee; We ſay like to the ſwine thou waſt, thou turn'dſt, and rent them, and on Ioan Hiley laidſt violent hands thy ſelf, for which ſhe reproved thee there; and Baal [Page](that bloodyHe boaſted how many of us he could diſpatch in a day. He ſaid, if he we e is the Major, he would make our guts hang about our beds as our hats about o [...]r he [...]ds. That thoſe that feared the Lord would burn us alive, hanging was too good for us (when one ſpake to him to fear the Lord) that the ho­ped to ſee us burnt at a ſt [...]ke with fire and faggot, that if we were in France and Spain, we ſhould ſee what they would do to us; that he could b [...]yle our limbs, and ſcum them; who profeſſes himſelf to be a Roman Catholick, and hath acknowledged that he worſh [...]ps Images. This is our executioner, and this bloody villain is made our Judge. Hangman of thine) did the ſame on Mary Gouldney, whom he had like to have thrown down the ſtaires; whom for ſo do­ing, though in thy view, thou didſt not reprove.
Well, theſe heaps upon heaps thus thrown together (as hath been yet ſatisfied thee not; but more thou muſt have, as Hell, and the grave, which are never ſatified, and therefore the next firſt day of the week, viz. 14th. of 6th. month to work thou goeſt again, making it another day of muster, for ſo were thoſe dayes made from time, to time, till thy date was out, and ſo company after companies thou ſenteſt on thoſe daies, to thy Jailes to fill up thy meaſure, and having brought Al­derman Sandy with thee (poor man, ſorely againſt his heart, for he loved not theſe things, though he knew not how to a­void thy impetuous commands, who makes repreſentations of all that pleaſe thee not) thou erectedſt thy Court in the Meeting room there again, and ſent'ſt to Newgate.
Men. Thomas Speed, Thomas Gouldney, Tho. Callowhill, John Hert, Hen. Comely, and Rowland Dole. (6)
Women. Eliz. Pyol, Magdalen Love, Mary Dedicot, Joice Dole, Jane Tucker, Deborah Watkins. (6) 12. in all. And to Bride­well.
Men. Charles Harvo [...]d, Abraham Cole, John Batho, Sam. Rogers, Christ. Newman, Charles Horſington, Jeremy H [...]gnel, Morris [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page] Williams, W. Collins, W. Blackway, Iohn Northal. (11)
Women. Dorcas Lloyd, Alexandra Perkins, Mary Willis, Dorcas Hewlet, Mary Browchil, Alice Moor, Brightweed Ieffries, Mary Leech, Mary Hunt, Eliz. Hogford, Anne Brinkworth, Eliz. Chamberlein, Anne Mogs, (14)
25, in all; this muſter Roll of this day being thirty and ſeven, who were committed by thee till the 6th of the 7th month following, though thoſe im­priſoned by thee, the day before were to the 19th.
Now at this thy high Court, thou waſt up with thy old trade again, and to ſirrahing of T. Speed thou wenteſt again; forgeting thy ſelf what thou waſt, & what thou muſt be, and Tom was up again, ſo that ſober people judg'd thee little better then a Man diſtracted; and why all this? Becauſe he coolely ſpake to thee to convince him firſt that he had tranſgreſſed the Law, before thou ſentſt him to priſon, as a tranſgreſſor of the Law. So then a Rebel he muſt be, and thou calledſt him ſo, but he told thee, That thou waſt a rebel againſt the God of heaven, and ſhouldſt have thy reward. At which words of ſoberneſſe and truth, thou waſt ſo incenſt, that had not a Serjeant (per­ceiving what thou wouldſt likely have done) put him down the ſtaires, thou ſeemeſt as if thou wouldſt have thrown him down thy ſelf; and with thy couſin Gouldney thou keptſt great ado, much after thy old wont.
So the Priſons became full, but thy belly was not. Too much liberty yet thou thoughtſt ſome of theſe priſoners to have, thy milſtones ground not cloſe enough together, Edw. Pyot, Geo. Biſhop (who were now bringing about the year of their impriſonment) Thomas Speed, and T. Gouldney bore up yet; theſe to the old priſon muſt go, though cramm'd as aforeſaid, and no nay there muſt be for it; and Sheriff Str [...]a [...] muſt give orders, though George Biſhop was his brother in Law, [Page] Thomas Speed his uncle, and Th. Gouldney one with whom he dealt, and thy couſin as aforeſaid: Away they muſt go to the old execution houſe, and there that muſt try what that could do to them, and Roach muſt have orders ſo to do, and his orders he ſignifies. The priſoners thought it convenient ſo far to be unconcern'd in their own ſuffering, whatſoever might happen, to ſignifie to Sheriff Streamer in what condition the priſon was; and how there was no place fitting for them in­to which he had ordered them to be caſt, and therefore Geor. Biſhop wrote a Letter to him, and deſired him to come down himſelf, and to let his own eyes ſatisfie him, as to the view of the priſon, who the day following towards the evening (this being the ſecond day of the week, and the 15. of the 6. month) coming down, and viewing it himſelf, with the Sword-bearer, ſaw ſuch an inhabitation of ſtench and company, that he con­tinued things as they were, and moreover granted liberty to all women with child to make their houſes their priſons, and all that were ſick; Lidiah Lovy being that morning paſsed to her long home upon the foot of vvhat thou hadſt formerly done as aforeſaid, vvith vvhich order of his thou declareſt thy ſelf content; and ſo ended this great conteſt vvith ſome ad­dition of Liberty to the priſoners, as aforeſaid , through the Blood of their friend.
Thus Bloud touched Bloud, yet thou couldſt not give over, but on the 21ſt of 6th month, ſenteſt thy Officers to the Meet­ine, who warn'd them to depart, and took names, and two to Priſon, viz. Bartholomew Crocker, and Cananuel Britton, who gave not their Names, knowing themſelves to be on the Third Conviction, if ſo be thou wouldſt ſo take it, which the next day thou didſt, and committedſt them to Newgate, and on the 28th cameſt on with a freſh career, and having ſent thy Officer before to make faſt the door on them that were in [Page]the Meeting-room, ſomewhat early; thou cameſt thy ſelf down, with Ald. Lock, and the Sheriffs, about the ſecond hour in the afternoon, and ſeeing ſome friends in meeting at the door of the houſe, in the ſtreet, (for coming after the door was faſt, they could not get in) the form of thy Viſage was changed, and thou grew'ſt very wroth, and haſtedſt to them in thy fury, ſo that thou waſt obſerved to out-goe ſome of thy Officers; and coming near the Place, and ſeeing Mary Prince there, thou ſaidſt, Where is Mrs. Prince? What do you do here? Unto which ſhe anſwering, That they were there to wait upon the Lord, Thou criedſt, have her away to Newgate (not ſuffering her to go to Bridewel, though ſhe deſired it, her Son in Law being there, and her daughter likely to be ſent thi­ther, being above in the meeting-room, and ſhe deſiring to be with her children) and this thou didſt without asking her to pay any thing, or fining her, which is contrary to Law, as a­foreſaid; and having ſent ſome more thither alſo, whoſe Names are hereafter mentioned, thou went'ſt up in the meet­ing-room, and there didſt commit whom thou pleaſedſt, and hadſt an eſpecial eye upon; and then orderedſt the reſt to be ſuffered to depart; but Hannah Marſhal (Daughter to Mary Prince, as aforeſaid) continuing till laſt, for ſhe could not go away at thy command, as ſhe came not there at thy Order, thou cauſedſt her to be brought before thee (vvho hadſt ſet up thy Court in the Meeting-room, as aforetime) and deman­dedſt of her, whether ſhe would pay 2 s. 6 d. to which ſhe an­ſwering, that ſhe had ſomething to ſpeak to thee firſt, before ſhe ſhould give thee any reply to that; Thou didſt bid her ſay on, and ſhe thereupon ſpeaking to this effect; — John Knight, The day will come wherein thou wilt have cauſe to wiſh that a milſtone were tied about thy neck, and thou caſt into the midſt of the ſea, for perſecuting the people of the Lord—Thou ſaidſt, [Page]Here is a bold Huſwife indeed, have her away; and Alder­man Lock with his own hands, was like to have thrown her down the ſtairs; ſo thou orderedſt her to Newgate, without taking her anſwer, whether ſhe would pay her ſine, which thou gaveſt her time to do, after ſhe had ſpoken, as aforeſaid; but ſhe asking thee, Whether thou wouldſt be worſe than an Infidel, to part man and wife? her Husband being at Bridewel, thou ſent'ſt her thither. So the Widow and the Fatherleſse were the firſt and the laſt of this dayes execution, the Mother and the Daughter, whom the Lord thus honoured to ſuffer for his Name, with the reſt of his ſervants at that time, vvhoſe Names are,
Newgate Men. John Withers, Charles Jones, Andrew Vivers, William Peach­er, Richard Willis, Thomas Window, Tho. Lofty. (7)
Women. Mary Prince, Alice Tovy.
Bridewell Men. John Hardiman, W. Shalford, Tho. Baker, Geo. White, Da­vid Simons, W. Maynard, John Mills, Sam. Cottrel, Ralph Cock, Richard Lindey. (10)
Women. Hannah Marſhal, Heſt. Rennolds, Jone Dapwel, Suſanna Pearſon the younger,, Eliz. Turford. (5) 15 in all.
Thoſe at Bridewel thou committedſt to the 28th of 7th month, but thoſe at Newgate had no Warrant of Commit­ment, nor have to this day, yet were there detained till the day after the Recorders departure; wherein they, and ſeveral that were there on the third Conviction, with John Simons and Sarah Wilkinſon, (hereafter to be mentioned) were or­dered to be ſet at Liberty. And as for thoſe at Bridewel, they had gone without one alſo, had they not refuſed to depart [Page]from the Tolzey the next day when thou hadſt them before Thee.
The Priſons now being very full, and the Goal delivery near, thy Sergeant Jones, and ſome other Officers came, and took the Names of whom they pleaſed, and then halled the Men out of the Meeting room, but the Women they let a­lone. This was on the 4th of 7th month, being the first day of the Week.
But the Priſons being ſomewhat eaſed again, by the Li­berty of thoſe that were committed till the 6th of 7th month, thou cameſt on afreſh, and it being the firſt day of the Week before the Goal delivery, thou madeſt ready for it, to have as many as thou couldſt on the third Conviction, in order to Ba­niſhment; Thou having boaſted not long before, that as near as thy Year was at an end, thou hopedſt to ſend one 400 of us out of the Kingdome. So on the 11th of 7th month thou ſet­teſt to thy work, and ſentſt from the Meeting to Newgate and Bridewel, theſe that follow;
Newgate Men. Miles Dixin, W. Taylor, John Packer, John Brooks, Grif­fith Loſcomb, Rowland Dole, Roger Oldſtone, James Wallis Ro­bert Geriſh, John Styant, Lewis Rogers, (11)
Women. Martha Lane, Sarah Cann, Eliz. Dowel, Mary Harbord, Mary Burg ſs, Elinor Maud, Margaret Thomas the elder, Su­ſanna Pearſon the elder. (8) the number 19. None of theſe had any Warrant of Commitment; and to Bridewel thou didſt commit of men and women about the number of ſeventy.
So the Goal delivery came on, at vvhich One Bill of Indictment was exhibited to the Grand Jury againſt Barth. Crocker, Lewis Rogers, Cananuel Britton, as upon the foot of Baniſh­ment, being the third Conviction; and another againſt Mar­garet[Page]Thomas the elder, Elinor Maud, and Suſan Pearſon the elder, for the ſame, both which the Grand Jury found, as they did one againſt John Simons, for words ſaid to reflect up­on your Worſhip; and another againſt Sarah Wilkinſon, for ſpeaking to the Priest of James Steeple houſe aforeſaid. Theſe two later vvere found Guiltie by the Petty Juries that paſſed upon them, and vvere fined in 100 marks each by the Re­corder, and in default of payment, to lye ſix months each in Priſon. The other ſix vvere alſo found Guiltie by the Petty Juries that went on each Indictment, and they were ſentenc'd the three men to Baniſhment in the Iſland of Barbados, the three Women, becauſe Wives, into ſix months impriſonment in Bridewell each, unleſs redeemed by their reſpective Hus­bands, according to the Act. So the general Seſſions, or Goal Delivery had an end.
Yet thou hadſt not thine; but as a man reſtleſs to bring to paſs the thoughts of thy heart againſt the Innocent, whilſt thou hadſt any breath, that is to ſay, any time unexpired of thy Government, thou failedſt not to improve it againſt them; and for that purpoſe didſt ſend thine Officers to the Meeting the next first day after the General Seſſions, viz. the 19th of 7th month, vvho took the Names of whom they pleaſed, at the Meeting; and on the 25th (the laſt firſt day of the Week be­fore the end of thy date, which was the 29th) thou viſitedſt the Meeting again in Perſon; vvhere did look thee and thy Baniſhment in the face, thy Cozens, Thomas and Mary Gould­ney, as to vvhoſe Conviction this was the third time, Hannah Jordan, Charles Harvord, George Gough, W. Taylor of the Caſtle, and ſeveral others whom thou didſt ſend to Newgate, whoſe names are,
Men. Daniel Waſtfield, Tho. Gouldney, Charles Harvord, Geo. [Page]Gough, John Wear, Rob. Geriſh, Joſ. Kipping, John Simons, Rich. Jones, John Saunders, W. Taylor, of the Caſtle, John Hunt, Tho. Lofty, Rich. Wiles, Rog. Oldſtone, John Dowell, Theop. Newton, Tho. Window, W. Peachee. (19.)
Women. Mary Gouldney, Hannah Jordan, Mary North, Sarah Wil­kinſon. (4.) the whole 23.
And to Bridewell thou didſt commit,
Men. Leming Dickaſon, Tob. Dole, W. Sawſer, Maur. Williams, Chriſtop. Newman, Tho. Lambert, Rowland Dole, Simon Cox, Jam. Neves, Griff. Browne, W. Noble, Tho. Holder, John Her­ring, John Crump, John Morgan, W. Tovy. (16.)
Women. Mary Cole, Dorcas Knight, (2.) The whole to Bridewel and Newgate, 41. who vvere expected (thoſe of them that vvere on the third Account) to be ſevered to Baniſhment. But after the expiration of thy year came a Warrant ſigned by thee as Mayor, though (its like) done afterwards, to continue them priſoners, both the one and the other, for the ſpace of a month from the day of their Impriſonment; and Dennis Hollister, though to a day after thy time ſet, a Priſoner by thy Warrant; yet thou didſt cauſe him to be releaſed a day or two before thy time was expired: And Edw. Martingdale (with whom thou hadſt kept a great adoe about a Letter of his which was intercepted; giving Account of thy proceed­ings here againſt us. And another Letter wherein were Cha­racters to his Correſpondent about his own buſineſs, becauſe in Longhand his Letter would not otherwiſe contain it, being ſent by the Poſt; and after his Months impriſonment (being commiteed when D. Holliſter was) tendredſt him the Oath of Allegiance, and ſenteſt him to Newgate for not ſwearing) [Page] thou releaſed'ſt alſo ſomewhat before the end of thy time, up­on the application of ſome to thee, on whoſe Veſſel he vvas Imbarqued, that he was to go to Sea, and who went to s;ea on the ſaid veſſel, being a ſtranger here, and coming hither to merchandize, and ſo departed to Virginia in the ſhip on which he had taken Freight before his impriſonment, as afore­ſaid. But as for Geo. Biſhop, Edw. Pyot, and thoſe 7 with them, whom thou hadſt Committed the 14th of the 10th month 1663. before, and fined at Seſſions the 15th of the 11 moneth following; and William Ford, and thoſe 15 vvith him (except two that were ſet at Liberty till the Seſſions) who were ſent to Priſon the 12th of the 4th after, and fined at the Seſſions 12th of the 5th Moneth with Tho. Gouldney and thoſe at that time committed with him to Newgate and Bride­well, and thoſe for Baniſhment (to carry whom no ſhip couldſt thou nor the Sheriffs get) and the Women tried upon the ſame, in all to the number of about forty and nine, left by thee priſoners in Newgate and in Bridewel (with thoſe com­mitted the 11th of the 7th moneth, to the number of 95. In all One hundred Forty and Five, John Moon being before ſet at liberty, near the expiration of his three months Impriſon­ment, as aforeſaid.
Thus ended thy Year, and thus went'ſt thou out as a ſnuff (as Hannah Jordan told thee in the Meeting-room at her laſt Commitment) and haſt not accompliſhed. The deſpiſed people of the Lord have ſtood over thy head, though armed (as aforeſaid) with all thy power, and upon them haſt thou not brought to paſs the deſires of thy heart, though thou hadſt opportunity in thy hand. The plant of the Lord in and a­mongſt us hath thriven and proſpered, Maugre all that thou couldſt do, in deſpight of all thy bluſters. Not an Inch of ground hath it loſt, but unto it hath been drawn (through what thou [Page]haſt been doing to us and it) the hearts of multitudes. The Juſt Lord is in the midſt of us, he will not do iniquity; eve­ry morning do he bring his Judgments to light, he faileth not; but the unjuſt, knoweth no ſhame, as the Prophet ſaid, Hab. 3.5.
And this is thy ſtate, who though thou haſt found a diſap­pointment in all thy attempts, ſo that thy hands have not effected the thoughts of thine heart, for the Virgin Daughter of Sion ſhook her head at thee; ſhe laughed thee to ſcorne; as the Prophet Iſaiah in the Word of the Lord ſaid to Rabſheka, when he had beſieged Jeruſalem and inſulted over it, and boa­ſted what he would do unto it, and blaſphemed the Lord, Iſa. 37. Though the hand of the Lord hath often been on thee, and made thy Chariot Wheeles (like Pharaohs) to drive heavily; though he hath made thee to paſs (as it were) over Axes, and Harrows of Iron, and through the Brick-kilne, put­ting ſtops in thy way, and blocks in thy proceedings; though trouble hath poſſeſt thee ſo that thou haſt not ſ [...]ept, in conſi­deration of what thou haſt been doing to us; for the Witneſs of  [...]d hath been reacht in thee, which hath drawn thee ſome­t [...] into tenderneſs; yet thou haſt gone over all again, and  [...]  [...]iſen up afreſh, after all thy Pauſes, and to it thou haſt ha­  [...]  [...]w, as if there never had been any ſuch thing; and the  [...]nemie hath driven thee along to do all theſe things a­gainſt the Name of Jeſus, and hath made thee as a man mad to accompliſh them; yet thou haſt not ſeen it, but haſt ſuffer­ed the Enemie to hurry thee over that which would have ſhewn it to thee, which hath checked thee, and made thee ſometimes tender, as aforeſaid; ſo that thou haſt, as the Deaf Adder, re­fuſed to hear the voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely; Inſtruction and Advice thou wouldſt not ſuffer to come at thee; thou filledſt thy ſelf with the enemie ſo, & didſt let [Page] him ſo in, as a flood, that thou wouldſt indure to hear nothing but what he pleaſed; and when thou hadſt taken thy liberty, and ſaid all that thou wouldſt, for thou lovedſt to hear thy ſelf ſpeak, thou wouldſt not hear any thing willingly to the con­trary. The day of the Lord is upon thee, and he is making of thee manifeſt; and there is but a very ſmall moment, and thy day will be over. If to all that hath been ſaid unto thee, and hath come over thee, thou wilt not yet hear, thy condition will be ſad, thy day will have an end, and then vvhat wilt thou do? He hath moved this to be written to thee, being the Relation of much of what we have ſuffered at thy hands, during the time of thy Mayoralty, and to draw before thee back again as in a Glaſs, what thou haſt done, that thou maiſt ſee it, and ſeeing return to him from whom thou haſt gon, againſt whom thou haſt gon; for which purpoſe hath he cauſed this to be Argued with thee, and by this way of Demonſtration to be placed before thee, as in a lump together, what thou haſt done by piece-meals, that ſo ſeeing this ſpirit, and the uglie face of it, and how uglie it makes thee to look, which would hurry thee to deſtruction, thou maiſt be recovered from the evil of thy way, and thy ſoul may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. If this will not do, but if thou ſtill ſhalt go on, to finiſh that which is to be done on us for our Tryal, and ſo run over all, know this for a certain, Thou ſhalt be cut off, the Lord hath ſpo­ken it: And then all the blood that thou haſt been the occa­ſion of ſpilling, and the ſufferings of the Innocent will fall hard upon thee, and all the deſpight wherewithall thou haſt uſed us, and him who ſuffers in us, and whom in us thou haſt per­ſecuted, who is Lord and King, will fall upon thee, and grind thee to powder, and then how ſad will be thy caſe? Whether wilt thou fly for ſhelter, when he that is thy Judge, who fils Heaven and Earth with his preſence, and in Hell is alſo, wh [...]m [Page] thou haſt perſecuted, ſhall purſue thee, from whoſe preſence none can be hid? The Rocks and the Mountains cannot do it, though thou ſhouldſt call upon them ſo to do. As John ſaw in his Revelations vvould be the Caſe of Kings, and chief Cap­tains, and, great men, and mighty men, and rich men, and eve­ry bond-man, and every free-man, Rev. 6.15, 16. For the thing is in thee, that will riſe up a worm that will never die, and a fire that will never go out, go thou vvhither thou vvilt, vvhich is that vvhich thou now reſiſteth, vvhich thou calleſt a Natural Conſcience, vvhich is not Conſcience, but that which ſits in Conſcience, and ſpeaks for God in the Conſcience, and there wit­neſſes for God, vvhich vvhatſoever it hears the Father ſpeak, ſpeaks there, which is the Son of God, the Saviour of the World, the Light of the World, that lighteth every one that comes into the World, which is come into the World not to condemn the World, but to ſave the World, even all them that believe in him, in that vvhich vvitneſſes, in that vvhich ſhews thee the ſecrets and the intents of thy heart, and all that thou haſt done, Is not this the Chriſt? And ſo We leave Thee, being thy friends, that deſire thy welfare, whether thou doſt believe it or no. Known to the World and Thee, and perſecuted by the Name of Quakers.
Briſtol, 13th 10th Month. 16 [...]4.




§
[Page]
A RELATION OF THE INHUMANE and Barbarous ſuffering of the people called QUAKERS
In the City of Bristoll during the Mayoralty of John Knight, commonly called, Sir John Knight commencing from the 29. of the 7. month 1663. to the  [...]9. day of the ſame month; 1664.
Impartially obſerved by a private hand, and now communi­cated for Publick information by the ſaid People.
Many ſhall be purified, and made white, and tried, but the wicked ſhall do wickedly, and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall un­derſtand, Dan. 10.12.
 Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for righteouſneſſe ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and perſe­cute you, and ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets that were before you, Mat. 5. 10, 11, 12.
 And ſhall not God avenge his own elect, which cry night and day unto him, though he bear long with them, I tell you he will avenge them ſpeedily, ne­vertheleſſe when the ſon of man cometh, ſhall he find faith on the earth? Luke 18. 7, 8.
 Woe unto you when all men ſpeak well of you, Luke 6. 26.

Printed in the Year 1665.


§
THe  [...]ve Witneſſes names that Swore falſly againſt Miles Dixon, mentioned in page 39, and ſhould have been then inc [...]d, but that their names came too late to the Printers hand: yet muſt they remain up [...]  [...] to future gnerations, even to their ſhame and loathing, who [...]e names are, Iohn Scoper▪  [...]er [...]eant to the Militia, Edw. Lowis, who died in a ſhort time after, L [...]d [...] Pool, William Stratford, Phillip Driggs.


Errata.
IN page 9 line 21 for mo [...]tal, read immortal, p. 10 l. 17 blot out and, l. 21 for no ſoner waſt entred into thine eare, read, No ſooner waſt thou entred into thine year p. 11. l. 22. blot out the. p. 12 l. 22. for l [...]wi [...]r r. Sawier, p. 18. l. 21 for the r. thy, p. 20 l. 22 for woſhip, r. worſhip, p. 23 l. 21 for my r. his, p. 24 l 8 for pute r. put, p. 30 l.  [...] for you ſlew, r. was ſlain▪ p. 32 l. 6 for diſcern r. deſerve, p. 44 l. 24 for though 1. thought, p. 45 l. 15 for perſecute r. perſecuted, p 48 l. 3 for ſmalt r. ſmar [...], p. 50 l. 17 for paſſe r. paſt, p. 51 l. 4 for Iohn Tiſon r. Thomas Tiſon, p 64 l. 18 the blank after Biſhop ſhould be 10 l. p. 70 l. 29 for p [...]iſons r. priſoners, p. 71 l. 5 for ſooner r. ſee, nor p. 80 l. 4 for and ſ. r. that ſo, p. 82 for Richard Blackborrow, r. by Richard Blackborrow, p. 98 l. 11 for have r. hauing, p. 106 l. 6 for priſoners r. priſons p. 114 l. 2 for ſhe r. he.
THE END.
[Page]
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