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CHAP. I. Of the Med [...] and Coins of Scotland.
[Page]
[Page]
THere are not many Scotch Coins found on the Borders of the Two Kingdoms, notwithſtanding the frequent Conflicts that have happen'd there: And one great Reaſon, why they are more rarely met with than the Engliſh, is becauſe (as our Edward the Second obſerv'd in his (a) Speech) the Kings of Scotland uſed not, in old Time, to pay their Armies, but every Man follow'd at his own Expence, and carry'd his own Proviſions. He that wrote the ſhort Catalogue of the King's prefix'd to H. Boethius's Hiſtory (I ſpeak thus doubtingly of it, becauſe it could not be written by that Hiſtorian himſelf, ſince it concludes with Queen Mary's two Husbands) affirms roundly that there was no coin'd Mony in the Days of K. Reutha; but that all manner of Payments, of Wages or Prices, were made in Corn or Beef. In the (b) Hiſtory it ſelf this King is ſaid to have order'd the Salaries of Men of different Profeſſions in a certain and critical manner; ſo as that a Counſellor at Law was to have the Ox's Tongue, the Phyſician two Ribs out of each of his ſides, &c. Biſhop (c) Leſley indeed reports this matter much otherwiſe; and aſſures us that King Reutha coin'd Mony of Leather, Numum ex corio bubulo cudi juſſit: But, long after this, the Brigantes are (d) ſaid to have been Strangers to the Uſe of any ſort of Coin, their whole Treaſure (in aracta­cus's Reign being in re pecuaria, in their Stocks of Cattle.
[Page] Picts.We are told that (e) Brudus King of the Picts, ſent a conſi­derable Sum [miſſa ad eum ingenti pecuniae vi] to the Saxon King Edwine, as his Stipendiary againſt the Scots: But, whether this was of his own or ſome foreign Coin, we are not inform'd.
K. Donald.'Tis probable enough that ſome ſort of coin'd Money they had, even long before that Time, if their Neighbours the Scots were made acquainted with the Thing as early as K. Donald the Firſt's Days. And ſo ſays (f) H. Boethius, whoſe very expreſſions are moſtly tranſcrib'd by the following Hiſto­rians, and are theſe: Donaldus, primus omnium Scotorum Regum, ut in Noſtris Annalibus proditum eſt memoriae, Nummum Argenteum Aureum (que) ſignavit, una parte ſalutiferae Crucis, altera ſui ipſius Effigie expreſſa, quo ſuſcepta a ſe primum inter Scotos Reges Chriſtianae pietatis memoriam ad poſteros propagaret. Enimvero Noſtrates antea aut nulla pecunia ſignata, ſed ejus loco Mercibus Commmutationis Cauſa, aut Romana aut Britan­nica, in Commerciis utebantur. He proves the latter part of this Story from great Quantities of Roman Money found in Fife and other Parts of the Kingdom; but his Authorities for the reſt, which is of chief Concern to us are omitted.
Malcolm III do not much doubt but that theſe Parts of Great Britain have all along maintain'd their Commerce (and may they ever continue to do ſo!) in the ſame Methods and Faſhion with thoſe that are more Southern: So that the Value of Money, and the Prices of Goods, have generally been at a par amongſt the ſeveral Nations which antiently inhabited this Iſland. An early Inſtance we have of this in the (g) Laws of King Malcolm the Second, wherein a Colpindach (or young Heifer) is valu'd at Thirty Pence; the very ſame Price which is ſet on an Ox in ſome of our (h) Saxon Laws, which are ſuppoſd to have been Enacted about the ſame Time.


Notes
(a) J. Major, Hiſt. lib. 5. cap. 5.
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(b) H. Boeth. lib. 2. fol. 10. a.
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(c) Hiſt. Scot. lib.  [...]. p. 8 [...].
 ↵
(d) H. Boeth. lib. 3. fol. 46. a.
 ↵
(e) H. Boeth. Lib. 10. fol. 194. a.
 ↵
(f) Id. Lib. 5. fol. 86. b. Leſl. lib. 2. p. 109. and Buchanan (Lib. 6. p. m. 175.) ſays Sterling-Money was firſt coin'd by Donald the Fifth about the middle of the Ninth Century.
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(g) LL. Malc. 2. capp. 3.7, 8.
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CHAP. II. Of the Scottiſh Gold Coins.
[Page]
HOW long the Scots have coin'd Gold is very uncrtain; tho', I think, we may (in the Groſs) venture to affirm that they hardly did it before the Engliſh: And we have elſewhere aſcrib'd the Beginning of the Matter there to K. Edward the Third. What the (i) Nummus Aureus was which Macolm Camnoir appointed to be paid in Lieu of that obſcenc Privilege given to the Grandees of Scotland by Euenus the Third, upon the Marriage of their Tenants and Vaſſals, I cannot certainly tell; tho' my Author ſays 'twas of the ſame kind with what (in his own Time) was well enough kown by the Name of Marcheta. Dimidiata Argenti Marca is the Expreſſion he (k) elſewhere uſes; and I ſuppoſe this may ſuit the Thing better than Nummus Aureus.. The five laſt Chapters in the Regiam Majeſtatem are obſerv'd to be of a ſuſpected Authority; or, otherwiſe, we might ſeem to have a pretty good Evidence of K. David the Firſts coining of Gold: For thus runs one of the Laws, (l) Pro Vulnere in facie vulnerans dabit unam peciam Auri, videlicet, unam Imaginem Auri. Theſe are all Uncertainties.
[Page]Before we enter upon the Times wherein we have better Light, it will be convenient to to obſerve two Things to the Reader: 1. That the Proportion betwixt Gold and Silver, in the Kingdom of Scotland, has uſually been as One to Twelve; ſo that when the Ounce of Gold was at three Pounds, the Ounce of Silver went at five Shillings, &c. This is more particularly clear'd in a Manuſcript Note of (m) Sir James Balfour's, which he had call'd Pryſſes of the Cunzie in the hail tyme of Ja. 1. Ja. 2. Ja. 3. Ja 4. Ja. 5. and Queine Marey. A. D. 1437. (ſays that Note) K. James the Firſt at his Death, had a Standard equal to that of England: Silver was at 5 s. (Scots) the Ounce, and Gold at 3 l. A. D. 1440. K. James the Second rais'd Silver to 8 s. the Ounce; and Gold to 4 l. 19 s. A. D. 1466. James the Third rais'd the Silver (firſt) to 10 s. 8 d. and the Gold to 5 l. 12 s. afterwards he again mounted the Ounce of Silver to 12 s. in November, 1475. but (in February 1483.) he reduced it to 11 s. 8 d. The Gold he advanc'd to 6 l. A. D. 1489. James the Fourth kept both at the laſt mention'd Value. There are no remaining Acts of Council, concerning Coinage, in K. James the Fifth's Time; tho' great Alterations were made in that Reign. The Douglas-Groats (of 10 d. fine) and Babies (of 3 d. fine) were then brought in uſe; as were likewiſe the Bonnet-pieces of Gold. He left the Ounce of Silver at 19 s. 9 d. and Gold at 12 l. A. D. 1542. In Q. Mary's time the Ounce of Silver roſe to 30 s. and ſhe coin'd Placks (of only 2 d. fine) at 4 l. 16 s. the Ounce 2. Another Thing whereof I am to admoniſh the Reader is, that he will find the Weight of the Gold and Silver (in the following Account of the Coins of both Metals) computed by different Stan­dards. In the former is obſerv'd that of the Goldſmiths of [Page] Edinburgh; who divide their Ounce into ſixteen Drops, and their Drop into 36 Grains, 27 of their Grains making our Penny-weight. In weighing of the Silver Coins, I have kept to our common Engliſh Weights; by Ounces, Penny-weights and Grains. The Reaſon of this Difference, is, becauſe all the Golden Coins are now in the Poſſeſſion of (my worthy and communicative Friend) Mr. James Souther­land; who was pleas'd nicely to examine their ſeveral Weights by the Standard of his own Country. Moſt of the Silver-pieces are in the Hands of the moſt Reverend Father in GOD, the preſent Lord Archbiſhop of York; and his Grace, among the many generous Acts of Favour which I have had from him, has kindly obliged me with his own moſt learned and curious Remarks upon 'em. Theſe two Things premis'd, I begin the Scottiſh Coins in Gold.
Theſe, as I take it,K. Rob. II. cannot be carry'd higher than the Sovereignty of the Royal Family of the Stewarts; the eldeſt Golden Coin of Scotland ſeeming to be no older than the Reign of K. Robert the Second. To this Prince, I ſuppoſe, belong the Three following:
1. The Scotch Lyon within a Shield crowned, a ſmall Circle about the Shield, and Robertus Dei Gracia Rex Scot. Rev. St. Andrew on the Croſs, betwixt two Flower-de-Lys's, with Dns. Protector MS. & Libera. Weight 1 Dr. 9 Gr.
2. Another differs only in the Words Liberato and Scoto, and the Weight is but 1 Dr.
3. The Scotch Lyon in a Shield not crown'd. Robertus Dei G. Rex 
[figure]
Sco. R. St. Andrew's Croſs, with two Flower-de-Lys and two Trefoils. Dns. Protector MS. W. 20 Gr.
The five next I gueſs to belong to Robert the Third;Rob. III ſince they carry a Motto, on the Reverſe, which was not (I think) more early in this Iſle. K. Henry the Fifth was the firſt that [Page] bore it in England. 'Tis true (n) Le Blanc gives this Motto on a Coin which he aſcribes to K. Lewis the VII. which would carry the Antiquity of an Inſcription ſomewhat higher: But he that curiouſly examines that Coin will find the Shield of the Royal Arms enclos'd in a Roſe not uſed in England be­fore Edward the Third's Time: And, if the Faſhions of Money were brought from France hither (as perhaps every Body will allow) yet I think all agree that we followed their Example pretty early, as the Scots did ours. So that it may be worth the conſidering anew, whether this Coin be truly ſo old as Le Blanc puts it.
1. The Scotch Lyon within a Shield crown'd, Robertus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. St. Andrew ſtretched upon his Croſs, XPC. Regnat. XPC. Vincit. XPC. imp. W. 2 Dr.
2. Different only from the former in Robertus Dei Gratia Rex Sco. W. 1 Dr. 4 Gr.
3. The Shield not crown'd, Robertus Dei G. Rex Scoto. R. as above. W. 1 Dr.
4. The Shield as before, Robertus Rex Scotorum. The Reverſe the ſame with the two laſt mentioned. W. 34 Gr.
5. About the Shield (not crown'd) a Garniture ſome­what repreſenting a Roſe, Robertus Dei Gratia Rex co. R. as before. W. 34 Gr.
A 6th without co.
James I.King James the Firſt may probably challenge the two next, being of a near Reſemblance to ſome of thoſe of his imme­diate Predeceſſor.
1. The Scotch Lyon in a Shield crown'd, betwixt two Flower-de-Lys's, Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. St. Andrew ſtretch'd on the Croſs, XPC. Regnat. &c. W. 1 Dr. 24 Gr.
[Page]2. A ſmall Crown on each Side of the Shield, Jacobus D. Gratia Rex Scotor. R. The Flower-de-Lys's not crown'd as in the former, Salvum fac populum tuum. W. 1 Dr. 24 Gr.
In the Fourteenth Year of King (o) James the Second,James II. it was enacted in Parliament, That there ſhould be ſtriken a new Penny in Gold, called a Lyon, with the Print of the Lyon on th' ane Side, and the Image of St. Andrew on the other Side, with a ſide Coat even to his Fute, halding the ſamin Weight of the Half Engliſh Noble. This was to go at 6 s. 8 d. and its Half at 3 s. 4 d. exactly at the ſame Rates with the Demy and Half Demy. Afterwards, in his (p) Eighteenth Year, the Demy and new Lyon were order'd to go at 10 s. Of one Sort or other of theſe are the ſix follow­ing.
1. The Scotch Shield crown'd, with a crown'd Flower-de-Lys on each Side, and Jacobus Dei Gracia Rex Sco. R. St. Andrew as above, Salvum fac Pplum. W. 27 Gr.
2. The Flower-de-Lys's on the Sides of the Shield not crown'd, Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. St. Andrew on the Croſs, with Flowers uncrown'd, Salvum fac Pplum Domine. W. 27 Gr.
3. St. Andrew carrying his Croſs, Jacobus Dei Gratia Rex Sco. R. The Lyon in a Shield crown'd, Salvum fac Populum tuum Domine. W. 1 Dr. 20 Gr.
4. The Lyon within a Shield in Form of a Lozenge, with a ſmall Crown over it, Jacobus Dei Gratia Rex Sc. R. A ſmall St. Andrew's Croſs betwixt two ſmall Flower-de-Lys's, within a pretty hexagonal Star, each Point ending in a Flower-de-Lys, with a ſmall Roſe betwixt every two Points, Sal­vum fac Populum tuum Do. W. 1 Dr. 27 Gr.
[Page]5. A Piece of the ſame Size and Stamp with the laſt men­tioned. W. 1 Dr. 18 Gr.
6. Another of the ſame Stamp, but ſomewhat ſmaller Size. W. 30 Gr.
James III. James the Third, in his (q) third Parliament, order'd the Demy and Lyon to be rais'd to 12 s. but, in the (r) next he held, which happend to be within a very few Months, they both return'd to their old Value of 10 s. In his (s) Eighth, the Demy is ſet at 13 s. 4 d. and the Scottis Crown (which, I imagine, is only another Name for the Lyon) at 13. In his (t) Thirteenth, a fine Penny of Gold is order'd to be ſtricken of the Weight and Fineneſs of the Roſe-Noble, which is to paſs at the Value of 30 new Groats, of ten in the Ounce of fine Silver. Another Penny of Gold, of the ſame Inſcription, to go for 20 Groats; and a third for 10. Of the two latter Kinds, I ſuppoſe, are theſe two:
1. An Unicorn holding a Shield with the Scotch Lyon, a ſmall St. Andrew's Croſs under the Unicorn's Feet, and Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. A Croſs Flory, charg'd with a great blazing Star, Exurgat De. & diſſipent. Nimici ej. W. 2 Dr.
2. A Piece of the ſame Stamp, but ſmaller Size. W. 33 Gr.
James IV. James the Fourth, in his very (u) firſt Year, coin'd Money (both of Gold and Silver) of the ſame Weight and Fineneſs with that of his Father; and ſome of 'em ſeem to have carry'd the very ſame Impreſſion. The following four may probably belong to this King:
1. One exactly ſtamp'd as thoſe two are which we have allotted to the foregoing Reign, varying only the firſt Legend thus: Jacobus 4. Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. W. 2 Dr.
[Page]2. The King on Horſe-back in Armour holding a Sword, circumſcrib'd Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotor. R. The Scotch Lyon in a Shield crown'd, with a great Croſs reaching the outer Ring of the Piece, Salvum fac populum tuum Domine. W. 2 Dr. 18 Gr.
3. The ſame with the former, ſaving that the Legends are tranſpos'd. Jacobus, &c. being about the Shield. W. 1 Dr. 18 Gr.
4. A leſſer Piece of the ſame Stamp with the laſt. W. 22 Gr.
In the old (x) Ordinance of the King of Spain, there's a Piece (call'd the Croone van Schotlandt) which ſeems to be of this King's coining. It bears the Shield of Scotland crown'd, and Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum IIII. R. St. An­drew on the Croſs, and Salvum fac populum tuum Domine. Its Weight is ſet at 2 Dr. 16 Gr.
Betwixt this King and his Son (and Succeſſor) King James the Fifth, we ought to place a Noble Medal in Gold,J. Duke of Albany. ſtruck by John Duke of Albany the great Governour of Scotland in the young King's Minority. It bears the Duke and Dutcheſs's Arms in a Shield crown'd with a Ducal Crown, a large Croſs throughout the Field, and Joannis Albaniae Duc. Gubern. R. A Dove ſpreading her Wings on the Top of another Shield with the Duke's own Coat of Arms, 1524. and circumſcrib'd Sub Umbra Tuarum. Weight 7 Dr.
There are alſo ſome Pieces of James the Fifth himſelf,James V. which ſeem to be of the Medal-kind, rather than intended for an ordinary current Coin. Such I take the three follow­ing to be:
1. A maſſy one (as broad as a new Engliſh Half-crown, and very thick) bearing the Scotch Shield crown'd betwixt two ſmall Croſſes, with Jacobus 5. Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. [Page] R. A Croſs Floree, with, with four Thiſtle-heads, inſcrib'd Crucis Arma ſequamur. W. 1 Ounce. 2 Dr. 30 Gr.
2. A ſmaller of the ſame Stamp with the former. W. 1 Dr. 24 Gr.
3. The King in Buſt, crown'd, Jacobus 5. Dei Gra. Rex Scotor. R. The Scotch Lyion in a Shield not crown'd, with a large Croſs through it, inſcrib'd Villa Edinbrugh. W. 7 Dr. 27 Gr.
Indeed the common Golden Coins of this Reign (well known by the Name of Bonnet-pieces, and ſaid to have been coin'd out of Gold found in the Kingdom of Scotland) are extreamly beautiful, and little inferiour to the fineſt Medals. Of theſe they have the four following:
1. The King in Buſt, with a Scotch Bonnet on his Head, Jacobus 5. Dei G. R. Scotorum, 1539. R. The Scotch Shield crown'd, Honor Regis Judicium diligit. W. 3 Dr.
2. The ſame exactly, 1540.
3. Another, a Third leſs, 1540. W. 2 Dr.
4. Half of the laſt mention'd, 1540. W. 1 Dr.
The ſame Year with the firſt of theſe, there was another Piece coin'd, of the ſame Weight and Size with the Bonnet, carrying the Scotch Shield crown'd and incircled with a Chain of Thiſtle-heads; the Inſcription, JACOBUS 5. DEI G. R. SCOTORV. 1539. R. A large St. Andrew's Croſs, charg'd with a Crown betwixt J and R, in the upper Quar­ter a Thiſtle-head, and in the lower a Flower-de-Lys, inſcrib'd, HONOR REGIS IVDICIVM DILIGIT. 'Tis a curious Rarity; and very lately communicated to me by Mr. Sutherland.
Q. MaryQueen Mary's Life (in all the ſeveral Stages of it) was ſo full of wonderful Circumſtances, that no Reign afforded more copious Matter for Medals than hers; and yet I have ſeen none in Gold that reſpects her Hiſtory. Mr. Sutherland indeed informs me, that he has ſeen one with the ſame [Page] Stamp of the firſt of her Coins, exactly of the Weight with the firſt mention'd Medals of her Father: Which I take to have been ſtruck (as his alſo probably was) at the firſt opening of her Mint. Her ordinary Coins, in that Metal, are theſe:
1. The Scotch Shield crown'd, betwixt two Stars, with Maria Dei Gra. Regina Scotorum. R. A Croſs Flory, with a Thiſtle-head in each Quarter, and Crucis Arma ſequamur. W. 1 Dr. 24 Gr.
2. The Shield as above, Maria D. G. R. Scotorum, 1543. R. MR. with a Crown above, and a Star below, Ecce Ancilla Domini. W. 1 Dr. 16 Gr.
3. The Shield crown'd betwixt the Letters J. and G. Maria D. G. Scotorum Regina. R. A Cypher including all the Letters of Maria Regina, with a Crown above and a Star on each ſide, Diligite Juſtitiam, 1553. W. 2 Dr. 18 Gr. The Letters J and G. ſhew James Earl of Murray to have been Governour when the Piece was coin'd.
4. Half of the ſame. W. 1 Dr. 9 Gr.
5. The Queen's Effigies, with her Head in Dreſs, Maria D. G. Scotorum Regina. R. The Scotch Shield crown'd, Juſtus fide vivit, 1555. W. 4 Dr.
6, 7. Two more, of the ſame Stamp and Weight, coin'd in the Years 1557 and 1558.
8. Half of the foremention'd, of the ſame Stamp, coin'd in 1555. W. 1 Dr. 32 Gr.
9, 10. Two more, of the Weight, &c. laſt mention'd, coin'd in 1557 and 1558.
11. Francis and Mary, Face to Face, with a large Crown above their Heads, Fran. & Ma. D. G. R. R. Scotor. Delphin. Vien. R. Four Pair of Dolphins link'd together and crown'd, a Croſs of Lorrain betwixt every two Pair, and a St. An­drew's Croſs in the middle, Horum tuta fides, 1558. W. 4 Dr.
[Page] James VI.The largeſt and moſt valuable of King James the Sixth's Golden Coins, is the Roſe-Noble of Scotland, of the ſame Weight with that of England. On the one Side are the Arms of Scotland crown'd, in a Ship with two Flags, be­twixt the Letter J and the Figure 6, with a Roſe on one Side of the Ship, Jacobus 6. Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. Two Scepters or Batoons, put in the Form of a St. Andrew's Croſs, each End of 'em crown'd; in the Quarters of which are four Lions Rampant crown'd. All this is in a large Roſe, between every Leaf whereof there's a Thiſtle; as there is alſo in the center of the Croſs. The Legend, Florent Sceptra Piis. Regna his Jova dat numerari. W. 4 Dr. I call this the largeſt of that King's Golden Coins; beauſe I reckon the four following (all of that Metal) to be properly Medals.
1. The King in Buſt, crown'd, holding a Sword in one Hand, and an Olive-branch in the other, beneath which In utrumque paratus, 1575. Circumſcribed, Jacobus 6. Dei Gra. Rex Scotor. R. The Scotch Shield crown'd, Parcere ſubjectis & debellare ſuperbos. W. 1 Ounce.
2. Another of the ſame Stamp, Size and Weight, ſtruck in 1576.
3. The King's Effigies laureat, Jacobus 6. D. G. R. Scotorum. R. A branch'd Thiſtle with ſix Heads (the upper­moſt crown'd) betwixt the two Letters of J and R both crown'd, under the Thiſtle the Figure 6. Nemo me impune laceſſet, 1590. W. 1 Ounce.
4. The King and Queen with a Crown above their Heads, Jacobus 6. & Anna D. G. Scotorum Rex & Regina. R. The whole Arms and Atchievement of the Kingdom of Scotland. In Defence. W. 2 Oun. 12 Dr.
The other (more ordinary and current) Golden Coins of this Reign, are:
1. The King bare-headed, Jacobus 6. Dei Gra. Ren Scotorum. R. The Scotch Shield crown'd betwixt 15 and 80. Exurgat Deus, & diſſip. Inimici ejus. W. 3 Dr.
[Page]2. J R with a Crown above, placed four times in the Field, croſs-wiſe, with the Letter S in the Center, Deus Judicium tuum Regi da. 1 88 R. The Scottiſh Creſt, being a Lion crown'd holding a Sword and Scepter, Poſt 5. & 100▪ Proa. Invicta manent has. W. 2 Dr. 18 Gr.
3. Half of this, coin'd in 1584. W. 1 Dr. 27 Gr.
4. Another of the like, coin'd in 1587. W. 1 Dr. 21 Gr.
5. A Quarter of the ſame, 1584, W. 27 Gr.
6. The King in a ſtrange Cap, behind a Thiſtle-head, Jacobus 6. D. G. R. Scotorum. R. A. Lion crown'd, holding up a Scepter to the Clouds, in which are the Hebrew Letters of Jehovah, Te ſolum Vereor, 1591. W. 2 Dr. 9 Gr.
7. Another of the ſame Size, Weight and Stamp, coin'd in 1593.
8. The King on Horſe-back, in Armour, under his Horſe 1593. Jacobus 6. D. G. R. Scotorum, R. The Scotch Shield crown'd, Spero Meliora. W. 2 Dr. 18 Gr. This is what (in the Dutch Books of Ordinances for Money, and elſewhere) is call'd the Scotch Rider; and was long the moſt common Gold Coin of this Country, Pieces of the ſame Weight, Im­preſſion, &c. with this (as likewiſe half of the ſame) ha­ving been coin'd in 1594, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 1600 and [Page] 1601. To theſe the Statute of his Fifteenth (a) Parliament refers, which ordains, That fine Gold (of 22 Carats fine) paſs at 30 l. the Ounce; and that, out of every ſuch Ounce, there be coin'd ſix Five-pound-pieces, or twelve Fifty-ſhil­ling-pieces.
9. The Scotch Shield crown'd, Jacobus 6. D. G. R. Sco­torum. R. A Sword and Scepter plac'd croſs-wiſe. In the upper Quarter, a Crown, a Thiſtle-head in each of the next, and 1601 in the loweſt Salus Populi Suprema Lex. W. 2 Dr. 18 Gr. Tho' this Piece (commonly call'd the Scotch Angel) be of the ſame Weight and intrinſic Value with the Former, yet it was coin'd to go at 6 l. the Value of Silver being now riſen from 50 s. to 60 s. by the Ounce; which of Neceſſity, enhanc'd the Rate of Gold in the like Proportion.
10. The Half of theſe (W. 1 Dr. 9 Gr.) carrying the ſame Impreſſion. This was the laſt Gold coin'd before the happy Union of the Crowns in King James VI. and we are not (for the Preſent) to bring our Enquiries any lower. I have ſeen an (b) Extract of the Regiſter of the Mint, from December 1601, to December 1602, whereby it appears, That there was that Year coin'd at Edinburgh 119 Stone of Gold and 986 Stone of Silver. I have alſo read, That in the (c) [Page] Beginning of this King's Reign, a golden Baſin (of the Con­tents of four Engliſh Quarts) was preſented by the Regent Morton to the French King, fill'd with coin'd Pieces of Gold call'd Unicorns; both the Money and the Veſſel being made of the native Gold of Scotland. Such Pieces I never ſaw.
To one that conſiders how few Engliſh Coins we have of a­bout Half a Score of our Kings next after the Conqueſt, it.Silver. will not look ſtrange that the Silver-money of our neighbou­ring Kingdom (of the like Age) is not now very plentiful The oldeſt that even Mr. Sutherland himſelf has been hither­to able to diſcover, is a Penny of Alexander the Firſt's; which yet (he is not very ſure, but it) may belong to one of the other two Princes of that Name. For the better and more skilful diſtinguiſhing the ancient Silver Coins of Scotland, theſe Preliminary Cautions (which I have from a very (d) great Hand) will be found to be of mighty Uſe. 1. The Mer­chants Weights in Scotland are different from ours, ſixteen Pounds Troy (as ſeveral Acts of Parliament have provided) going to the Stone, and every ſuch Pound being divided into ſixteen Ounces: But their Silver-weights are the ſame, their Ounce-pieces exactly agreeing with ours. How their Stan­dard (or the Fineneſs of the Metal) has vary'd from ours, or agreed with it, will be obſerved in the ſeveral Reigns be­low. 2. The Sums by which the Scots always computed, and do ſtill compute, are the ſame with ours, they reckoning by Farthings, Half-pence, Pence, Shillings, Merks and Pounds, as we do; and all thoſe Sums bearing the ſame Proportion [Page] to one another, as ours do; That is, a Shilling contains twelve Pennies, a Merk thirteen Shillings and four Pence, a Pound twenty Shilling, &c. But there has been a great Dif­ference in the two Nations (at ſeveral Seaſons as to the value of thoſe Sums. At firſt, perhaps, the Scotch Pieces being of the ſame Weight and Denomination with the Eng­liſh) might alſo be current at the ſame Rate with ours: But from the Beginning of King James the Firſt's Reign (which is as high as their printed Statutes will carry us) it was otherwiſe; and the Difference increas'd in the fol­lowing Reigns, as will appear preſently. 3. There's no doubt but that, for a long Time, the coin'd Pieces of Sil­ver in Scotland (as well as England) were only Pence and Half-pence: After which came in Groats and Half-groats; and, by Degrees, larger Pieces of even an Ounce, two Thirds of an Ounce, &c.
David I.I have a ſmall Pieee which I take to be a Half-penny of David the Firſt's: It weighs 14 Grains; which ſeems to come very near the Standard of that Time: For thus (if the Authority be good) the Matter ſtands adjuſted, (e) Ster­lingus debet ponderare, 32 Gr. Uncia, 21 d. Libra, 26 s. 4 d. It bears a clumſy Half-face, Crown and Scepter, and David Dei Gratia· And the Reverſe has Rex Scoturum about four hexagonal Stars. The Regiam Majeſtatem, if any thing, will acquaint us with the Value of ſuch a Piece; when (f) twenty five Shillings were the Price of ſix Cows, and (g) four Pence the Worth of a Pair of Shoes.
[Page]In William the Firſt's Reign,William I. Money ſeems to have been pretty plentiful; ſince the Nobility of Scotland agreed to pay a (h) Hundred thouſand Pound Sterling (whereof half was to be in ready Caſh) to our Henry the Second, for the Redemption of that Prince. Nor had this ſo far exhauſted the publick Treaſure, but that he was able (not long after) to lend Two (i) thouſand Merks to Richard the Third, on his Return (in Poverty and Thraldom) from the Holy Land. Notwithſtanding his great Glut of Money, which he appears to have been Maſter of, there are not many of his Pence to be met with at this Day. In ſome of the beſt (k) Collections of our Engliſh Coins, there's one (which has been ſuppos'd to belong to either the Conqueror or his Son Rufus) that bears a Side-face and a Scepter; and whereon the King looks finer, and younger, than on any of the reſt. This, with humble Submiſſion, I ſhould rather place amongſt the Coins of Scotland; and gueſs to belong to King William the Firſt of that Kingdom. Two more I have (k) ſeen, which may poſſibly belong to this King: The one has Le Rey Willem, the other Willelmus Rex, and both have Walter for the Coiner's Name on the Reverſe, after which (on one) comes On Ber. which whether it be for Berwick or Perth (ſometimes call'd Bertha) will need an Enquiry. That there was Money coin'd in his Reign, is pretty plainly aſſerted by the Chronicle of Mailros: * Willielmus Rex Scotorum innovavit monetam ſuam.
In Alexander the (m) Third's Time,Alex. III▪ a good Horſe for the War was valu'd at twenty Shillings; a whole Carcaſe of Mutton, the higheſt Rate ſixteen Pence, and the loweſt eight Pence; a Flagon of Beer (better and worſe) Two-pence [Page] and a Penny. A Couple of theſe Pennies, of the very ſame Impreſſion, Size and Weight, I have in my ſmall Collection; bearing the King's Head, half-faced, with a Scepter, and Alexander Dei Gra. On the Reverſe, Rex Scotorum about four hexagonal Mullets, or Stars. W. 21 Gr. Half of the ſame.
K. John.King John's is likewiſe Half-faced, with a Crown and Scepter, and Johannis Dei Gra. R. Rex Scotorum, &c. as before: And the Weight the ſame. His Half-penny weighs 9 Gr. Half of the ſame.
Rob. I.Money, of ſome ſort or other, could not be very ſcarce in the Reign of Robert the Bruce; who (n) agreed to pay our Edward the Third 30000 Merks in ready Money: And (o) Leſly aſſures us the Merks were Sterling. His Penny, (p) Half-penny and Farthing, are to be ſeen: Much of the ſome Shape with thoſe of his Predeceſſors. Robertus Dei Gra. R. Rex Scotorum.
David IIIn the Year 1366. (the latter End of David the Second's Reign) it was (q) Enacted in Parliament that the Money ſhould be equal in Goodneſs to that of England; and the next Year the Coinage was further regulated, a Pound of fine Silver making 29 s. 4 d. Et fiat, ſays the Statute, in ipſa Signum Notabile, per quod poſſit ab omni alia prius fabricata evidenter cognoſci. I think he was the firſt King of Scotlond that coin'd Groats. They give him crown'd and ſide-fac'd, with a Scepter erect, and David Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum. R. Dns Protector MS. & Liberator MS. on an outer Circle; and Villa Edinburgh, about four Mullets, in an inner. His half Groat has the ſame Inſcription. W. 1½ Dr. His Penny weighs 14 Gr. and has only Villa Edinburgh on the Reverſe. There's (r) another which has Villa Aberden on [Page] the Reverſe: And thoſe of Edinburgh have been minted at ſeveral Times. There are Half and a Third of theſe; and Pennies of both Kinds.
Robert the Second's Groat is much of the ſame Shape,Rob. II. Weight and Size, with that of his Predeceſſor. It ſhews the King half-faced, with a Crown and Scepter erect, and Robertus Dei Gra· Rex Scotorum. R. Dnus. Protector MS. & Liberator MS. on the outer Circle; and Villa de Perth, about four ſmall Stars, on the inner. Another of 'em has Villa Edinburgh; and a Third Dundee. And I have ſeen (s) Halfs of all theſe.
The firſt open faced Groat is that of Robert the Third.Rob. III. It gives the King's Picture (crown'd, but without a Scepter) in ſuch a kind of Roſe as we have on moſt of our old Engliſh Groats. The Inſcription is Robertus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. On the Reverſe are three Globules in each Quarter of the Croſs: In the inner Circle Villa Edinburgh, and on the outer, Dnus Protector MS. & Liberator MS. W. 1½ Dr. 7 Gr. Mr. Sutherland has three other Varieties with Villa de Perth, Villa de Aberd... and Villa Dumbertan; and the Half of the firſt of theſe, and thoſe of Villa Edinburgh, as likewiſe Pennies of both kinds, and Villa de Aberde—
In the firſt Year of King James the Firſt's Reign 'twas enacted that (t) our Lord the King gar mend his Money, James I. and gar ſtryke it in like Wecht and Fineneſs to the Money of England. A little before this, the States of the Kingdom had agreed to (u) pay (to our K. Henry the Sixth) the Sum of 100000 Merks, for this King's Ranſom; whereof 50000 were to be paid in ready Money. Theſe (tho' of ſuch a Standard as then paſs'd for (x) Sterling) might pro­bably be found to carry too great an Allay, when they came [Page] to be tender'd in England; and this might, as probably, give Occaſion for the foremention'd Statute. His Groat is full-faced, with Crown and Scepter, and Jacobus Dei Gracia Rex Scot. R. In the Quarters of the Croſs are two Flower-de-Lis's and twice three little Balls (or Globuli) countercharg'd within an anner Circle bearing Villa Edinburgh, and an outer with Dnus Protector MS, &c. There's (y) another (which I take to belong likewiſe to this King, and to be of ſomewhat more Age than the former) whereon the Inſcription is Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex-Scotorum; and its Reverſe, in all Points, agrees with that of Robert the Third. The Weight of the former is 1 Dr. 9 Gr. and, of this, 1 Dr. 4½ Gr. There are (z) others coin'd at Perth, Aberdeen, Linlithgow and Stirling; with the Half of that of Edinburgh.
James II.The Parliament, in the 4th Year of K. James the Second, thought it expedient, (a) for diverſe Cauſes, that there be ſtricken new Money, conforme even in Weicht to the Money of England, with the quilk this Realm hes parte of Commoning: And that there be ſtricken of the Ounce of burnt Silver, or Bulzeon of that Fines, aucht Groates; and of the ſamin mater and weicht, as Effeiris, Half-groate, Pennie, Half-pennie and Farding. In his (b) Eighteenth Year this New Groat is order'd to go for Twelve Pennies; and the Six-penny Groat (which appears to have been of a ſcandalouſly baſe Allay, becauſe the Mint-Maſters are forbidden, on pain of Death, to coin any more of 'em) is ordain'd till have Courſe as it hes. What Value that was, its very Name ſufficiently ſhews; and I take this to be the ſame Piece which (in the (c) next Reign) is call'd the Sex-Penny-Groat of the Floure de Luce. This raiſing of their New Groat (which [Page] was of the very ſame Weight and Fineneſs with the Engliſh Groat) brought the Computation of the Sums in Scotland to Tripple what they bore in England: So that their Pound was no more than our Noble, their Shilling than our Groat or Four Pence, &c. The ſaid Groat gives this King full-faced, with an Imperial Crown, and Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scot. R. Dnus. Protector, &c. on an outer Circle, and Villa Edinburgh (about two Crowns intercharg'd with twice three little Balls and a ſmall Annulet) on the inner. W. 2 Dr. Half of this. Another (of the Groats) has Villa (d) Aberdie, on its Reverſe.
The firſt Parliament of K. James the Third ordains that (e),James III. for the Eaſe and Suſtentation of the Kingis Lieges and almous Deede to be done to puir Folk, there be cuinzied (f) Copper Money, four to the Penny, havand on th' ane Part the Croce of S. Andrew, and the Crown on th' other Part; with Subſcrip­tion of Edinburgh on the ane Part, and an R. with James on th' other Part. [Theſe are the ſame Pieces which were con­tinu'd by his Succeſſors, and (in the Reign of Ja. VI.) got the Name of Atcheſon's from one Atcheſon a Coiner and Au­thor of the Book of Metals mention'd in the firſt Chapter of this Hiſtorical Library: Some of which were of common Currency (for four Bothwels, or Eight Pennies Scotch) even in the late Reign of K. Charles the Second, but are now wholly diſus'd.] In his (g) Third Parliament the Groat of the Crown is order'd to have Courſe for Fourteen Pennies; and the ſtrike­ing of the Black Pennies to be ceas'd. Theſe Black Pennies were a different Sort of Money from the Copper-Farthings above-mention'd; and were for ſome Time forced in Pay­ments, till (at laſt) the People unanimouſly refus'd to take [Page] them: Upon which the laſt Earl of Douglas reflecting, made this Anſwer to the King, when requeſted (in his extreme old age to be his Lieutenant-General againſt the Rebels: (h) Sir, you have kept me and your black Coffer in Sterlin too long. Neither of us can do you any good. We find it alſo amongſt the Articles objected to his Favourites, by the Earl of Angus and others, that they had perſwaded him to (i) coin a Braſs Coin of no Value, which the People call'd the Black Coin, which Fact of all other was moſt odious to the Vulgar: For (as it follows in the Hiſtory) a great Dearth enſu'd upon the Project, ſince every Body choſe to let their Corn rather rot than to give it away ſo much below the intrin­ſick Value. In the very next Parliament of this Reign, call'd within a (k) few Months of the former, the Groat of the Crown is reduced to 12 d. and the leſſer Pieces to propor­tionable Values. In this King's (l) Sixth Parliament the New allay'd Groat is order'd to go for Six Pennies, and the Half-Groat for three: And, in his (m) Eighth, Twelve Groats are appointed to be ſtricken out of an Ounce of burnt Silver, as alſo Pennies, (to go at 3 d.) and Half-pennies of the ſame Fineneſs. In his (n) Thirteenth a new Penny of Silver, as fine as the old Engliſh Groat, is order'd to be coin'd; ten whereof are to make an Ounce, and to go at 14 d. each. At the ſame Time Counterfeit Placks, at 2 d. a Piece, were call'd in. His Groat repreſents him full-faced and crown'd (without a Scepter) with this Inſcription, Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. Villa Edinburg. on the inner Circle, about the Crowns and Globuli, as on his Fathers, but without the Annulets; and Dnus. Protector, &c. on the outer. W. 2 Dr. [Page] 8 G. The like are (o) coin'd at Aberdeen, Sterling and Rox­burgh; and a Half-Groats at Edinburgh. Some of his Groats and Half-Groats (on the Reverſe) has a Mullet in each Quar­ter of the Croſs; and, in the inner Circle, Villa Berwici. In other Points it agrees with the whole Groat. This Piece, being ſtamp'd at Berwick, muſt aſſuredly belong to this King; who was Maſter of that Town Twenty-one Years, and is the only Prince (of his Name and Nation, before the Union) that ever was ſo.
It appears that, in King James the Fourth's Time,James IV. there were Groats of ſomewhat different Stamps; as being minted by ſeveral Coiners: And the (p) Act of Parliament particularly mentions thoſe (whereof the laſt mention'd is half) ſtruck by Gilbert Piſh, commonly call'd Barwick-Groats, others by Alexander Levingſtoun, and a third Sort by John Currour. Theſe, being all of equal Fineneſs, were made equally Cur­rent. One Groat I have, which I believe to be of this King's own coining. It gives his Face open, and a Crown on his Head, with Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. Villa Edin­burgh (about two hexagonal Mullets, and twice three Balls, countercharg'd) on the inner Circle, and Dn̄s Protector MS. &c. on the outer. W. 1 ½ Dw. In the abovemention'd Ordnance of the King of Spain I find two more, which are there call'd Schotſche Stooter; and which one would imagine to be both of this King's coining. The one of theſe differs very little from that already deſcrib'd; faving that, in the outer Circle on the Reverſe, the Legend is Salvum fac Popu­lum tuum Dōe. The like to which I have ſeen in Mr. Suther­land's Collection, having (on the other Side) four IIII, and a ſmall Crown after the Word Scotorum: Another (inſtead of the four IIII) has Q. T. and a third QRA; all ſignifying the Word Quartus. Half of the firſt of theſe, is likewiſe there. [Page] The only Medal (as far as I yet have learn'd) which was ſtruck by this King, is that which is fairly deſcrib'd and ac­counted for by the Learned (q) Mr. Evelyn; who obſerves that it was coin'd in the laſt and fatal Year of his Reign. The other begins its firſt Inſcription with Jacobus 4. but the Figure is undoubtedly miſprinted for that of of 5, the Piece being the very ſame which we ſhall preſently preſent the Reader with, as the proper Groat of the next Reign.
James V.King James the Fifth, as far as appears by the Statutes of his Time, made no manner of Alteration in the Standard of the Coin: And yet towards the End of his Reign, or the Beginning of his Daughters, a mighty Change did happen, both in the naming of the Scottiſh Pieces of Money, and in the Computation of their Sums; as we ſhall ſee anon. The eldeſt of his Coins (Groat and Half-groat) give him Side-faced with Jacobus Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. Croſs Floree, two Thiſtle-heads and two Spur-Rowels (for they are hexa­gonal and pierc'd in the Center) with Villa Edinburgh. His later Groat gives him in Buſt, ſide-faced, with ſhort lank Hair crown'd, Jacobus 5. Dei Gra. Rex Scotorum. R. The Scotch Shield on a Croſs, circumſcrib'd Oppidum Edinburgi. Others (which ſeem the elder) have Villa, &c. W. 1 Dr. 18 Gr.
Q. Mary.After his Death, we hear no more of any Groats, Half-Groats, Pennies or Half-pennies, coin'd in Scotland; nor any of their Names ſo much as once mention'd in any of the ſub­ſequent Acts of Parliament. 'Tis (r) ſuppos'd that, by this Time, the Price of Silver was ſo riſen (or rather the Scots, like the French, had ſo rais'd the Accounts of their Sums) that the old ſmaller Silver Coins, which took their Denomi­nation from Pennies, grew into diſuſe; and the Pieces, that were from henceforward coin'd, took theirs from Shillings [Page] and Merks. Thus, in France, the Deniers periſh'd and were forgotten; and the Sols and Livres ſucceeded in their Room. We do not indeed meet with the Name of Teſtoons (in the publick Statutes of the Realm) before the Beginning of James the Sixth's Reign: But 'tis more than probable that the Name was common enough in his Mother's Time; that the Pieces ſo call'd, were coin'd in Imitation of our Engliſh Shillings; and that their current Value was Five Shillings Scotch. Many of theſe, and other Coins of this Reign, are ſtill to be ſeen in the Cabinets of the Curious: And I ſhall give the Reader an Account of ſuch of 'em as have com'd to my Knowledge in the ſame Order wherein they were minted.
1. The eldeſt of theſe bears the (s) Queen ſide-faced and crown'd with Maria Dei Gra. R. Scotorum. R. The Shield of Scotland crown'd betwixt two Mullets, and Da pacem Domine, 1553. The Second bears the Letter M. crown'd and ſupported with two crown'd Thiſtles, inſcrib'd Maria Dei G. Scotorum Regina, 1555. R. The Scotch Shield on a Croſs, circumſcrib'd Deliciae Domini Cor bumile. W. 5 Dr. 3 Gr. Half of the ſame.
2. Another of the ſame Year carries her Head with Maria Dei G. Scotor. Regina. R. A crown'd Shield, and Juſtus fide vivit, 1555. W. 3 Dr. 13 Gr.
3. The Scotch Shield, ſupported by the Letters M and R, Maria Dei G. Scotor. Regina, 1556. R. A large Croſs, with Four leſs in its Quarters, Virtute tua libera me. W. 4 Dr. 4 Gr.
4. The Half of this, of the ſame Year, &c.
5. Differs nothing from the Third, excepting in its Weight and Date; for 'tis ſaid to be coin'd in 1558, and weighs only 3 Dr. 20 Gr.
[Page]
6. F and M in a Cypher crown'd, ſupported with double Croſslets, Fecit utraque unum, 1558. R. The Arms of the Dauphine and Scotland, with Franciſcus & Mar. D. G. R. R. Scotor. D. D. Vien. W. 4 Dr. 2 Gr. Immediately upon the Death of Queen Mary of England (this Year) King Henry the Second of France (t) cauſed his Daughter-in-Law to be declar'd Queen of England, Scotland and Ireland, in the Parliament of Paris; and order'd the Arms of England to be put on all her Plate, Tapeſtry, &c. It ſhould ſeem that this was her common Style ever after, till the Treaty of Leith cut her ſhort; For thus runs the firſt (u) Article there: Ut nec Franciae Rex, nec ipſius Conjunx Scotiae Regina, Angliae Hiberniaeve Titulos ſibi deinceps uſurparent; Inſignia Anglicana ex tota ſua ſuppellectile delerent; Diplomata, in quibus Titulus Angliae & Hiberniae Ipſis tribuebatur, ſupprimi. curarent. 'Tis much that, in all this Time, none of their Money bore the Arms and Title of England, and yet I never ſaw nor read of any that did. 'Tis true, Mr. Evelyn (x) mentions her aſſuming the Arms of England and Scotland in a Medal; but that which he has given us, and which he ſeems to think concerns the Story of our renown'd Queen Elizabeth, has not a Stroke in it which looks this Way. The Queen indeed pleaded for (y) herſelf, afterwards, that ſhe was conſtrain'd to this Uſurpation by her Husband and Father-in-Law; and that, after their Death, ſhe never practis'd any ſuch Matter: And ſo, I ſuppoſe, her ſuffering a Medal to be ſtruck (in the Year 1560) is to be accounted for. On this we have the Arms of France, Scotland and England, quarterly, circumſcrib'd Maria D. G. Francorum Scotorum Reg. &c. On the Reverſe, two Crowns on a Level, with a Third in the Clouds, inſcrib'd Altamque Moratur 1566.
[Page]7. Another of the ſame Weight, Stamp, &c. with the laſt; but coin'd in 1559. One of the Articles wherewith the Lords of the Congregation (this very Year) charg'd the Queen-Regent, was, (z) that ſhe had embas'd the Coin to maintain her [French] Soldiers. The laſt mention'd is not referr'd to in this Charge, but ſome (a) baſer Pieces, and ſmaller; which carry the Cypher crown'd, &c. but the Reverſe has this Inſcription on a Square, Jam non ſunt duo ſed una caro, 1558 and 1559.
8. Arms of France and Scotland crown'd, on a Croſs Croſslet, Fra. & Ma. D. G. R. R. Franc. Scotor. q. R. F and M in a Cypher crown'd, ſupported by a Flower-de-Lys and Thiſtle crown'd, Vicit Leo de Tribu Juda, 1560. W. 4 Dr. 2 Gr. and 1561.
9. Half of the ſame.
10. The Queen dreſs'd in her Hair, Maria Dei Gra. Scotorum Regina, 1561 and 1562. R. Arms of France half effaced by thoſe of Scotland, the Shield crown'd and ſuppor­ted by two M M crown'd. Salvum fac populum tuum Domine. Half (b) of both theſe.
11. After her Return out of France, ſhe coin'd the large Pieces of an Ounce Weight. On the firſt of theſe is the Shield of Scotland crown'd, and ſupported by two Thiſtles, Maria & Henrics. Dei Gra. R. &. R. Scotorum. R. A Palm-Tree crown'd, with this Motto (on a Schedule hung in it) Dat Gloria Vires, and ſubſcrib'd 1565, and circumſcrib'd Exurgat Deus, Diſſipentr. inimici ejus. The ſame in 1566. Some call the Tree on the Reverſe an Yew-Tree; and report that there grew a famous one of that Kind in the Park (or Garden) of the Earl of Lennox, which gave Occaſion to the Impreſs: Wherein the Tree, being crown'd, denotes the [Page] Advancement of the Lennox-Family by Henry Lord Darnley's Marriage with the Queen; and the Lemma of Dat gloria vires is obſerv'd to comport very well with the Device. This Piece went for Thirty Shillings; there were at the ſame Time coin'd Pieces of two Thirds of an Ounce, which went at 20 s. with ſome ſmaller of 10 s. and 5 s. All of 'em had the ſame Impreſſion.
12. After her ſecond Husband's Death, ſhe coin'd other new Pieces of an Ounce Weight, &c. which agreed with the other in the Impreſſion and every other Matter, ſave that Henricus was now left out of the Style, and the Date 1567, which we ſhall find to be ſame with the firſt coin'd Pieces of her Son. There are ſeveral Medals in Silver ſtruck in Remembrance of ſome great Paſſages of this Queen's Life: One carries the Arms of France and Scotland crown'd with Maria D. G. Scotor. Regina Fran. Dot. R. A Hand out of the Clouds, pruneing off a dry'd Branch, and Vireſcit Vulnere Virtus. Another differs not from this, on the Reverſe; but has the Scotch Shield ſingle. A Third bears as the firſt: But the Reverſe ſhews a Jugg of Water poured from the Clouds upon half a Tree flouriſhing, the other half being dry'd and periſh'd, with Mea ſic mihi proſunt, ſubſcrib'd 1579, A Fourth (of the ſame Year) carries a Ship in a Storm on a rough Sea, with Sails rent and Maſts broken, but keeping ſteady; with Nunquam niſi Rectam. In other Parts not differing from the former. A (c) Fifth (of about two Ounce­weight) with the Queen's Picture to the Waſte; with a Breviary in her Hand, inſcrib'd, O God grant Patience, in that I ſuffer vrang. The Reverſe has this Inſcription, Quho can compare with me in Grief. I die and dar nocht ſeile Relief. Circumſcrib'd (after one Hand, with a Heart in it, ready to joyn with another) Hourt not the Heart. Quhois Joy thou art.
[Page]In the very Beginning of King James the Sixth's Reign,James VI▪ a Complaint is made in Parliament, (d) Of the great Scarcity of good Money in Scotland, the good Silver, as Teſtons and other old Silver, being utterly melted and deſtroy'd, ſo that the Ounce of Silver is at double the Price it wont to be at; whereupon it is declar'd, that the King, with the Advice of his Regent, may coin Gold and Silver of ſuch Fineneſs as other Countries do, &c. Accordingly, among his Coins, we have,
1. The Thirty-Shilling-Piece of an Ounce Weight, whereon is the Shield of Scotland crown'd, and ſupported by the Letters J and R crown'd, with Jacobus 6. Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum. R. A drawn Sword with a Crown on its Point, a Hand pointing to Three XXX for the Num­ber of Shillings, and the Date of 1567 ſet below, and circumſcrib'd with (that generous Saying of the brave Trajan, upon the Delivery of the Praetor's Sword) Pro me. Si mereor, in me. This is, on all Hands, agreed to be the Conceit of his Tutor, G. Buchanan. The like Pieces (with thoſe of 20 s. 10 s. and 5 s. differing only in a pro­portionable Weight and Size, and their proper Figures of XX, X and V) were coin'd in the Years 1568, 69, 70 and 71.
2. A Scotch Shield crown'd, with the Figures 3 and 4 on the Sides, Jacobus 6. Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum. R. Four capital IIII crown'd, with two Crowns and two Thiſtles countercharg'd in the Quarters, Salvum fac populum tuum Dne. 1572. W. 2 Dr. 2 Gr. This is only half of one with the ſame Inſcription in Mr. Sutherland's Collection; only, his has the Figures 6 and 8, which ſhews it to have been coin'd for a Noble, whereas the other is only a Ten-Groat-Piece, or 3 s. 4 d. continu'd yearly to 1577.
[Page]3. Shield crown'd, and Jacobus 6. D. G. R. Scotorum, 1591, 1592. R. A naked Sword and Balance, His differt Rege Tyrannus. W. 2 Dw. 14 Gr. Half of the ſame.
4. The Royal Shield of Scotland crown'd, with the uſual Inſcription of Jacobus 6. Dei Gra. 1578 to 1581. On the Reverſe the Thiſtle, (e) with Nemo me impune laceſſet. W. 6 Dw. 19 Gr. The Mark-pieces of this Coin, (which were coin'd Twenty Years after this, and were long current in England at the Rate of Thirteen-pence-half-penny) want a Third of this Weight; which 'twas neceſſary they ſhould do, when the Ounce of Silver went at 60 s. Scotch, whereas now it was only valu'd at 40 s. For, this very Year, Thomas Acheſon and others are impower'd to coin Ten-ſhilling-pieces, Four in the Ounce of Eleven-penny fine Silver. [From this Mint-maſter the Copper-pieces, of Eight-pennies or Four Both-wel's Value, pretty common in this and the former Reign, had the Name of Acheſons given them. Theſe, in the Year 1587, were (f) cry'd down by Proclamation, becauſe Counterfeit in England and other foreign Parts: But their Currency was afterwards reviv'd, and continu'd (on the Engliſh Borders, as well as in Scotland) even within my own Memory. The Scots (ſays (g) Fynes Moryſon) have of long Time had ſmall Braſs Coins, which they ſay of late [his Book was printed in 1617] are taken away: Namely Babees, eſteem'd by them of old for Six-pence, whereof two make an Engliſh Penny; alſo Placks, which they eſteem'd for Four-pence, but three of them make an Engliſh Penny; alſo Hard-Heads, eſteem'd by them at one Penny half-penny, whereof Eight made an Engliſh Penny.]
[Page]5. And the ſame Act directs, that theſe new Pieces be ſuch as are (h) havand on th' ane Side the Portrature of his Majeſty's Body, armed, with ane Crown upon his Head, and ane Sword in his Hand, with this Cirucmſcription, JACOBVS. VI. DEI. GRATIA. REX. SCOTORVM. and on the uther Side, his Hieneſs Arms in ane Scheild, with an Crown above the ſame Scheild, with the Dait of the Zeir, upon ane of the Sides, with this Circumſcription, HONOR. REGIS. IVDICIVM. DILIGIT. There are 30 s. 20 s. and 5 s. Pieces (as well as thoſe here mention'd of 10 s.) which were made in Purſuance of this Act, and anſwer its Directi­ons as to their proportionable Weight and Circumſcription: But furthermore, on their Reverſe, they have the Letters J and R on the Sides of the Shield, and a little under XL s. XXX s. XX s. &c. according to the reſpective Value of the Piece.
6. In the Thirty firſt Year of this Reign, there was ano­ther (i) Act paſs'd about Coinage, wherein (after a Com­plaint of the vile Practices of all Sorts of People, in exor­bitantly-raiſing the Value of Gold and Silver) it is order'd that the Ounce of Silver coin'd in Ten-ſhilling-pieces, &c. according to the laſt recited, ſhall ſtand at 50 s. and the old 30 s. Pieces (that is, the Ounce-pieces of Queen Mary and King James) at the ſame Price; and the new Thirty-ſhillings-pieces (being three Quarters of an Ounce) at 37 s. 6 d. This teaches us to diſcover the true Value of a Piece of this King's Coin, of the exact Weight of one of our Engliſh Shillings, bearing the King's Head without a Crown, and Jacobus 6. D. Gra. &c. R. A Thiſtle crown'd, with Nemo me impune laceſſet, 1594. There is no (k) Doubt but this Piece was coin'd to go for Ten Shillings; the Weight of it [Page] exactly anſwering that Value at the Rate of 50 s. in the Ounce. Nor is it any Objection that this Piece was coin'd three Years before the paſſing of the ſaid Act: For Silver was rais'd to this Value before the Act, as appears by its Preface; and 'twas its Deſign to hinder the farther raiſing of it, by fixing it at the Price it then ſtood at. I have the Half, a Quarter, and an Eighth, of this Coin.
7. Notwithſtanding the Proviſion of this Act, the Price of the Ounce of Silver was (within Four Years) advanc'd to Sixty Shillings: For the Merk-pieces, which were coin'd in 1601 (to 1604) are proportion'd to that Rate. They have, on one Side, the Shield of Scotland crown'd with Jacobus 6. D. Gra. Scotorum: And, on the Reverſe, the Thiſtle crown'd with Regem Jova Protegit. W. 4 Dw. 9 Gr. There was alſo Half-merks and Quarter-merks of the ſame Coin; the former paſſing at 6 s. 8 d. and the other at 3 s. 4 d. Nay, there was alſo the Eighth of a Merk-piece, which is the leaſt Piece of coin'd Silver which (I think) was ever minted in the Kingdom of Scotland: It weighs about Three-half pence of our Engliſh Money, and goes for 20 d. Scotch, which is one Sixth ſhort of our Two-pence. And theſe Merks, with their Subdiviſions, were the laſt Silver-money coin'd by King James the Sixth, before he left Edinburgh, and remov'd to London.
FINIS.
[Page]
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