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To the Right Honourable Sir JAMES SMITH, Kt. Lord Mayor Of the Honourable City of London.
[Page]
[Page]
My Lord,

HIſtories in general are like ſo many Re­giſters, and Records of time, that convey to us the knowledg of what paſſed in the Ages before us, and there­by helps us to look back, with [Page]Pleaſure upon the great Acti­ons, and Noble Atcheivments, of our Worthy Predeceſſors; which renders the reading of them very Pleaſant, and De­lightful.
The Hiſtory of the Holy War, has not only been the a­muſement of the Learned Pens of other Nations, but of a Dr. Fuller. Celebrated Author of our own, which tho' written in a leſs critical time than this, where­in that War ſeems to have a new reſurrection, was receiv­ed [Page]with the general approbation of all lovers of Hiſtory. But this Excellent Hiſtory being now rare to be found, ſeveral Perſons, who were extreamly delighted, with its agreeable variety, wherein no Hiſtory, in the World does excel it; mightily Importuned me to revive it or elſe to write, a more Brief and Compendious account of that Religous War, that ſo it might be rendered the more Capable of an Ʋniverſal Reading, the latter of which, I was upon [Page]their perſuaſions, prevailed up­on to undertake; But having performed the Task impoſed upon me;, I found my ſelf at a loſs, for a Suitable Perſon to whom I might addreſs, to own and Patroniſe the work, till at length I happily pitch'd my thoughts upon Your Lordſhip.
To Dedicate it, is made neceſſary by Cuſtom; and to De­dicate it to Your Lordſhip, as neceſſary, by the nature and deſign of the Book it ſelf.
[Page]
My Lord, it is a diſcourſe of War, and therefore to have offered it to any other than a Soldier, and a Brave Son of Mars, had been an unpardonable Folly, and a Sacrilegious Robery of the God of War. And among all the Brave Commanders of this Honourable City, I find none whoſe Courage and Vali­our, Prudence, and LOY­ALTY, bears a better ſound then Your Lordſhips; Not only in the Opinion of Your Fellow Subjects, but of [Page]the King too, for it was the ſingular Wiſdom and LOY­ALTY, which you have Manifeſted upon all Occaſions, that Recommended You both to his Majeſties Gracious Choice, and the Peoples Ʋni­verſal deſire for the Chief Mageſtrate of Englands Me­tropolis. Wherefore I Hum­bly Beg, You will be Pleaſed to Accept of the Dedication; and Permit this Hiſtory to paſs into the World, under the ſhelter of your Lordſhips Name, and Approbation, and [Page]Pardon the Authors Pre­ſumption, in aſpiring to ſo great an Honour.
Although for an Atonement of the ambition of this offering, I can only urge it is the Hiſto­ry of the Holy War, where­in thoſe of our Nation gave as large a Testimony of their Courage, and Bravery against thoſe Infidels, and Enemies of our Faith, as any Nation whatſoever.
Which Conſideration may Peradventure prevail upon [Page] Your Lordſhip, to allow it as a ſufficient Expiation for the pride of this Oblation, E­ſpecially in a Perſon who is with the most Profound Zeal and Reſpect,
My Lord, Your Lordſhips, moſt humble and moſt devoted Servant, THO. MILLS.
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By the abſence of the Author from the Preſs, ſeveral faults have eſcaped, which the Reader is deſired to mend with his Pen.
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THE HISTORY OF THE Holy War. BOOK I.
[Page]
CHAP. I.
The Deſcription of the City of Jeruſalem, and the Land of Judea: Why it was called the Holy Land: It is conquered by the Egyp­tians, by the Galdeans, and by the Romans.

JAcob having juſt before his death, called all his Twelve Sons together, to bleſs them, and to tell them what ſhould happen both to them and to their Chil­dren in ſucceeding Ages, he preferred Judah (altho' not the Eldeſt, but the Fourth Son) before the reſt of his Brethren, and advan­ced him to the Throne, ſaying, Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren ſhall praiſe; thy hand ſhall be in the neck of thy enemies, and thy Fa­thers children ſhall bow before thee. Judah is a Lions whelp: from the prey my ſon thou art gone up. The Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from between his feet until Shi­loh [Page] come (meaning Chriſt the Saviour of the World) to whom the gathering of the people ſhall be.
And after the return of the Iſraelites out of Egypt, and the deſtroying the Canaanites and other Nations who inhabited Paleſtine, a larger and fairer proportion thereof was alotted for the inheritance of this Royal Tribe than any of their Brethren enjoyed; in which Patrimony there were ſeveral large fenced Cities, the chief whereof was Hebron, and great numbers of pleaſant and fruitful Villages.
But altho' Judah had received the promiſe of the Kingly Dignity, yet he was not till many years after the return out of Egypt inveſted with it, but the Government was laid on the ſhoulders ſometimes of one man and ſometimes of another, who were either by the ſpecial direction of Heaven, or the favour of the People, indifferently choſen out of any Tribe. And when the Iſraelites, grown weary of the Judges rule, requeſted a King, and God commanded Samuel to eſta­bliſh a Monarchical Government among them, as tho' Jacob had been miſtaken in his mea­ſures or the Promiſe to Judah, had been quite forgotten, that Tribe is neglected, and a King choſen out of the Off-ſpring of Benja­men the youngeſt Son of Jacob.
But Saal proving diſobedient and rebel­lious againſt the Command of the Great and [Page]Supream Monarch of Heaven and Earth, by whom alone King Reign, the Royal Dignity was rent both from him and his Tribe, and according to the Prediction of the Patriarch, given to David, the youngeſt Son of Jeſſe the Bethlehemite of the Tribe of Judah, out of whoſe Loyns, according to the fleſh, our Saviour came.
When he was firſt advanced to the Throne, he only reigned over the Tribe of Judah, and made choice of Hebron as his Royal Seat. But being afterwards by the unanimous con­ſent of all the Tribes, choſen to be King of Iſrael, he took the City of Jeruſalem, which is the Subject of this Hiſtory from the Jebu­ſites, and made it the Royal Seat of the Kings of Iſreal, whereupon it was preferred by the great Jehovah, before all the Cities of the Earth, to be the place of his own habitation, dwelling as were in a moſt immediate man­ner in the Temple of Jeruſalem, which was afterward built by King Solomon, and com­manding all the Tribes of Iſrael to repair thither to do him homage and adoration: And ſays of it himſelf, That he loved the gates of Sion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. Whereby it became a lively Type both of the Goſpel Church and the ſtate of the Re­deemed in the everlaſting injoyment of Heaven, which is frequently in Sacred Writ called by the name of the New Jeruſalem. For which reaſon, as well as its being the place [Page]of the Nativity and Death of our Saviour, it hath acquired the Name of Holy.
But altho' Jeruſalem and the Land of Ju­dea was thus dignified by the Almighty, yet the ungrateful Jews were perpetually multi­plying Rebellions againſt him, whereby he was provoked to ſcurge them with the Rod of the Gentels, and give them up to the ſpoil and cruelty of their Enemies. So that it was twice plundered by the Egyptians, once in the Reign of Rehoboam, and a ſecond time upon the death of Joſiah: once by the Aſſy­rians, in the Reign of Manaſſch: three times by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon; firſt, in the Reign of Jehoiakim; ſecondly, in the Reign of Jehoiachin; and thirdly, in the Reign of Zedekiah; carrying all thoſe three Kings, and all the Inhabitants of the Land, Captive into Babylon, together with all the Treaſure and Riches of the Kingdom, and ſpoiling the City of Jeruſalem and the Temple of the Lord; ſo that it lay waſt for 70 years: At the end whereof, according to the Pro­phecy of the Prophet Jeremiah, they were freed from their Captivity, by Cyrus, King of Perſia. When returning home, they re­built the City and the Temple, and by de­grees became as formidable to their Ene­mies as ever they had been before, till by their increaſing wickedneſs they pulled down upon themſelves the Vengeance of Heaven, to their utter and final ruin.
[Page]
The People of Judea, and the Inha­bitants of Jeruſalem, having filled up the  [...]eaſure of their ſins by putting to death  [...]he Lord of Life, and murthering him who came to ſave them from everlaſting  [...]iſery, were preſently after ſwallowed up  [...]y an univerſal and irrecoverable  [...]uine, and rooted out from being  [...]ny longer a Nation, by the victorious Arms of the conquering Romans, who  [...]ackt the City of Jeruſalem, deſtroyed  [...]he Temple, and carried away the Inha­  [...]itants captive, according to the unerring  [...]rediction of our bleſſed Saviour. But a­  [...]out ſixty years after this Deſtruction by  [...]itus, Adrian the Emperour rebuilt the City,  [...]hanging the ſituation of it ſomewhat more Weſtward, and calling it by the name  [...]f Aelia. And to ſhew his hatred to the  [...]weet and adorable name of Chriſt, and  [...]eſpite againſt the Profeſſors of Chriſti­  [...]nity, he erected a Temple over our Sa­  [...]iours Sepulcher, wherein he placed the  [...]mages of Jupiter and Venus. And, that  [...]e might inrage the Jews likewiſe, he  [...]auſed Swine to be engraven over the  [...]ates of the City, which they accounting  [...]o be a great profanation of their Land,  [...]rake out into open Rebellion, but were  [...]aſily overcome and ſubdued by the Em­  [...]erour, who to prevent the like Attempt or the future, cauſed them all to be tran­ſported [Page]into Spain, and left the who [...] Country waſte and forlorn, which part [...] with its Inhabitants and fruitfulneſs t [...] ­gether; thoſe delicious ſtreams of Mi [...] and Honey wherewith it was wont  [...] flow, being now wholly exhauſted, dri [...] up, and the Soil become altogeth [...] barren and unfruitful. The wretch [...] Jews being thus tranſported into Spa [...] were from thence ſcattered into all pa [...] of the World; ſo that there is ſcarce a [...] Nation under Heaven where ſome of the [...] are not to be found at this day.
After this Pagan Worſhip flouriſhe [...] in Jury, and the Profeſſors of Chriſtian [...] were inhumanely and barbarouſly u [...] by the Roman Emperours under the f [...] Ten Perſecutions, until at laſt God out compaſſion to their deplorable miſe [...] raiſed up Conſtantine the Great, a Br [...] ­tain born, as moſt Hiſtorians affir [...] whoſe healing hand quickly ſtanch that Iſſue of Blod wherewith the Chur [...] of Chriſt had been ſo long afflicted, a [...] bleſſed her Borders with Peace a [...] Tranquillity.
Whereupon the devout Helen, w [...] was Mother to Conſtantine, and as mu [...] fam'd among the Chriſtians for her Pie [...] as the Ancient Helen was among the P [...] ­gans for her Beauty. Notwithſtanding [Page]  [...]he greatneſs of her Age, being about Eighty years old, travelled to Jeruſalem;  [...]nd having firſt purged Mount Calvary  [...]nd Bethlehem from Idolatry, built in  [...]he places of Chriſts death and burial,  [...]nd elſewhere in Paleſtine, divers very  [...]ately and magnificent Churches, ſo that Chriſtianity flouriſhed through all Pa­  [...]ſtine, being well provided of able Bi­  [...]ops and Preachers, and they indued with very liberal Maintenance.
But Conſtantine being ſucceeded by  [...]ulian, who ſhamefully apoſtatized from  [...]he Chriſtian Religion, and turned again  [...] the Pagan Idolatry, the Sun of the  [...]oſpel was for a while eclipſed: For in  [...]ope to prove Chriſts Prediction falſe,  [...]e gave the Jews leave to rebuild their Temple, who thereupon flockt together  [...] great numbers, with Spades and Mat­ocks of Silver, to clear the Foundation,  [...]nd were ſo deſirous of accompliſhing  [...]e work, that the Women carried way the Rubbiſh in their Aprons, and ontributed all their Jewels to advance  [...]e great deſign. But a ſudden and ama­  [...]ng Tempeſt, which carried away their  [...]ools and Materials for Building, and  [...]ith Balls of Fire ſcorched the for­  [...]ardeſt, and moſt adventurous of  [...]he Builders, made them deſiſt, and [Page]give over the Enterprize. Yet the Chriſtians afterwards in the place where the Temple ſtood built a ſtately Church for the Worſhip of Chriſt, which remain­ed a long time in the Chriſtians hands, and was the Ancient Seat of the Patriarchs of Jeruſalem, but is now in the poſſeſſion of the Turks, and the very entring into it prohibited to Chriſtians upon pain of forfeiting their Lives, or renouncing their Religion.

CHAP. II.
The Holy Land conquered, 1. By the Per­ſians; 2. By the Saracens; And 3. By the Turks.

THE next remarkable Accident that happened in the Holy Land was under Phocas the Emperour, who having murdered Mauritius, and uſurped the Imperial Dignity, abandoned himſelf wholly to eaſe and pleaſure, whereby he betrayed the Empire to Forreig [...] Foes, and invited Choſrees the Perſian to invade his Territories, who with a grea [...] Army ſubdued Syria and Jeruſalem, and carried away many Thouſand Chriſtians many of whom he ſold to their Ancient Enemies the Jews. And to grace his [Page]Conqueſt the more, he carried the Croſs away with him. But Heraclius who ſuc­ceeded Phocas, having gotten an Army together, paſſed into Perſia, and gave him an abſolute overthrow, and in his return took Jeruſalem in his way, and reſtored the Croſs (which was then ac­counted as a moſt precious Jewel) to the Temple of the Sepulchre, and appointed the fourteenth day of September to be the Feaſt of the exaltation of the Croſs.
But wickedneſs and impiety, abound­ing in and among the Inhabitants of thoſe Countries, and many damnable Here­ſies being every where embraced, God haſtened to pour forth his threatned Judgments upon thoſe Eaſtern Churches. For the Saracens under the Command of Haumer Prince of Arabia, poſſeſſed them­ſelves of all Syria and Jeruſalem, ſo that thoſe who would not be reduced to or­der by Chriſtian Councils, were ſubdued by the Pagan Sword.
But all things under the Sun being ſubject to Changes and Mutations, this new Erected Empire of the Saracens, though ſtrong and powerful, was of no very long continuance but was forced to make its Exit and give way to the riſe of one far more memorable, both for ſtrength and continuance, viz. That of [Page]the Turks, whereby the Chriſtians in Pa­leſtine changed their Maſters, though not their condition.
Thoſe powerful and ſpreading people which have ſtretched their Dominion to ſo vaſt an extent, and proved ſo formi­dable to Europe, are no leſs wonderful for the obſcurity of their Original then for the increaſe of their vaſt Dominion; whence they came when firſt they ap­peared to the World is ſo difficult to de­termine, that Authors only agree in diſ­agreeing about it. But moſt probably it was out of Scythia now called Tartaria, an hungry and barren Country.
The firſt place whereon they ſetled at their firſt appearance, was Turcomania, a Northern part of Armenia, from whence they paſſed into Perſia, being called thi­ther by Mahomet Sultan of the Saracens, to aſſiſt him againſt his Enemies, whom they ſoon vanquiſhed. But having obſerv­ed their ow [...] ſtrength, the S [...]racens Cowar­dize, and the pleaſant ſituation of Perſia, they ſet up for themſelves, and under Tangrolipix their firſt King, overthrow Sultan Mahomet, & made themſelves Ma­ſters of all that large Dominion. But that which is yet much ſtranger, than either their Original or increaſe, is, That after they had conquered the Saracens, by their [Page]valour, they ſhould notwithſtanding vo­luntarily ſubject themſelves to their ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition, and imbrace the Religion of Mahomet. As if his not being able to defend his former Proſelytes from the ſlaughter of their Swords, was an argu­ment that they alſo ought to put them­ſelves under his Protection; whereas it was ever the cuſtom of Conquerours to bring their Religion to the places which they ſubdued, and not take it thence.
The next great ſtep the Turks took was into Babylon, the Caliph whereof they eaſily overcame and added his Dominion to their former Conqueſt. And ſhortly after under Cutlu-Moſes their Second King they wan Meſopota [...]a, the greateſt part of Syria, and the City of Jeruſalem; which ſpreading of the Turks over moſt part of the Eaſtern world is generally believed to be the letting looſe of the four Angels, mentioned in the Revelations, which are there ſaid to be bound in the River Euphrates, and reſerved for an Hour, and a Day, a Month, and a Year, for to ſlay the Third part of men; their ſtrength and fierceneſs is there like­wiſe deſcribed, the former by the num­ber of their Horſemen which are ſaid to be Two hundred thouſand. The latter by the Breaſt Plates of Fire, and Jacinct, [Page]and Brimſtone, wherewith they are ſai [...] to be Armed, and the terribleneſs of thei [...] Horſes, whoſe Heads are there deſcribe to be like the Heads of Lions, and Fire and Smoke, and Brimſtone, are ſaid t [...] iſſue out of their Mouths; but it is t [...] be hoped that God hath now almoſt don [...] his work with them, and will ſhortly bur [...] that Rod wherewith he hath been ſo lon [...] Scourging the Chriſtian World, and mak [...] their downfal to be as ſudden and remar­kable as their firſt appearance and increaſe was terrible to the World.

CHAP. III.
Of the Original and cauſe of the Holy War [...]

A Certain Hermite, born at Amiens in France, whoſe name was Peter, (a per­ſon of a contemptible aſpect, & one whoſe ſilly looks carried in them a deſpair of any real worth or excellency to be found in him) notwithſtanding which (as the richeſt Mines commonly lye under th [...] baſeſt and barrenneſt ground) he had  [...] good Wit, a quick Apprehenſion, an elo­quent Tongue, and was ſeemingly very religious, (which got him the genera [...] eſtimation of all thoſe with whom he converſed) undertook a Pilgrimage to [Page] 
Peter ye Hermit firſt Mover of the Holy Warr

 Jeruſalem, where getting acquainted with Simon the Patriarch, they often diſcourſ­ed together of the miſeries the Chriſtians endured under the Turks, what hopes there might be of relief, and how the [Page]matter might be ſecretly contrived, that the Princes of Europe might come and reſcue thoſe Sacred Places out of the Pa­gans poſſeſſion, and thereby free them from their deplorable Slavery. Where­upon Peter readily undertook the whole buſineſs, and departed immediately to Rome, to conſult with Pope Ʋrbane the Second about the advancing of ſo pious a deſign; pretending likewiſe that ſome day before his departure from Jeruſalem he ſaw a Viſion wherein Chriſt himſelf appeared to him, and appointed him to be his Legate, and gave him a Commiſ­ſion to negotiate that Holy and Chriſtian Cauſe.
The Pope, who is ſuſpected to be the firſt Contriver of the buſineſs, and to have ſent the Hermite to Jeruſalem as his Emiſſary, to conſult the matter with the Patriarch, and thereby render him­ſelf the more capable of fathering a Plot of his own begetting, joy­fully embraced the Project, and with all imaginable zeal endeavoured to engage all the Princes of Europe in that Holy Cauſe, in order whereunto he immedi­ately called a Council at Clermont i [...] France, where, to a great Aſſembly o [...] Princes and Prelates, he made a long Oration, wherein he greatly bemoane [...] [Page]the miſeries of the Chriſtians in Aſia, and the devaſtation of thoſe holy places in Jeruſalem, and the parts adjacent, which were once the Joy of the whole Earth; but were now become the general grief of all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, tel­ling that the Chappel of Chriſts Concep­tion at Nazareth, his Birth at Bethlehem, his Burial on Mount Calvary, and his Aſcenſion on Mount Olivet, which were once the Fountains of Piety, were now become the ſinks of all profaneneſs: and that it was therefore highly neceſſary for them to take Arms againſt thoſe In­fidels, and endeavour to break their Bonds aſunder, and caſt away their Cords far from them; for if they would not now lend their helping hand to quench their Neighbours Houſes, they might ſpeedily expect the burning of their own; and that thoſe barbarous Nations would ſhortly over-run all Europe. And the bet­ter to whet their Courage, he promiſed a full remiſſion of all their ſins and Pe­nance here, and the enjoyment of Hea­ven hereafter, to all thoſe who would undertake this Voyage. Now therefore­ſaid he, Gird your Swords to your Thighs, O ye Princes and Potentates of Europe; It is our parts to pray, yours to fight ours with Moſes to lift up our unwearied [Page]hands to Heaven, and yours to ſtretch forth the Sword againſt thoſe Children of Amalck. Amen.
It is almoſt incredible to believe with what a wonderful cheerfulneſs this motion, meeting with an active and zealous World, was generally entertained: The whole Aſſembly crying out aloud, God willeth it, God willeth it. Then many of them wore a Croſs of Red Cloth upon their ſhoulders as a badge of their Devotion. And that the Virgin Mary might lend her favorable aſſiſtance to their warlike undertakings, her Office was inſtituted, and certain Prayers were appointed therein to be made to her at Canonical hours.

CHAP. IV.
The firſt beginning of the War unfortunate.

ALL things being now reſolved on, and every one ſtriving to contribute ſome way or other to the carrying on this grand Deſign, the Turks, who had no [...] for a long time enjoyed the quiet poſſeſſion of Paleſtine, and by taking ad­vantage of the great ſtupidity of the Grecian Emperours, who abandoned themſelves to caſe and pleaſure, had [Page]extended their Conqueſt to the Leſſer Aſia, were forced for a time to ſuſpend the further inlarging of their Dominion, and employ themſelves wholly in the de­fence of what they had already obtained; ſome of which was, notwithſtanding their ſtrenuous oppoſition, forcibly wreſt­ed out of their hands by the Chriſtian Warriours.
The beginning of this War was check­ed with ſome bad ſucceſs, for Walter Senſaver a Nobleman, who had more valour then skill in  [...] the feats of War, marched with a ſtrange contrived and ill proportioned Army, wherein were ſe­veral Thouſand Foot, and Eight Horſe­men only. By which means they were ſoon after their ſetting out ſlain, and routed by the Bulgarians, he himſelf hardly eſcaping. And Peter the Hermite, having obtained the command of an Army, went ſomewhat further to meet his own ruin, for having after many difficulties, croſſed the Boſphorus, & got in­to Aſia, they found ſeveral Cities forſaken by their Turkiſh Inhabitants, which they imagined to be the effect of their fear, altho it really proceeded from their Poli­cy; and thereupon being more greedy of Gain then deſirous of Honour, neg­lected to fortifie the places which they [Page]had taken, and fell to plundring and ſeeking after ſpoil, whereby they them­ſelves became an eaſie prey to their watchful and obſerving Enemies. Not had Hugh (who was ſurnamed the Great) Brother to the French King, any better ſucceſs, being alſo overthrown by the Bulgarians, in his paſſage towards the Holy Land, and himſelf taken Priſoner one Goteſcall [...]s likewiſe a Scandalo [...]s Prieſt, and Emmicho a certain Tyrannou [...] Prince, near the Rhine, led forth a rout of baſe and diſorderly People, who wore in deed the Badg of the Croſs, but ſerved the Devil under Chriſts Livery, killing and pillaging the Poor Jews, and others as they went through Germany, which made Coloman King of Hungary, oppoſ [...] their paſſage through his Country, and put moſt of them to the Sword. Some believing thoſe badbeginnings to have an [...] ill omen, abandoned their former Re [...] ſolutions, and returned home. But other [...] took little or no notice of them, look­ing upon them as neceſſary Phyſick, to purge the Chriſtian Army, from the dreg [...] of baſe and ruder People.

CHAP. V.
[Page]
The Pilgrims arrive at Conſtantinople, Beſiege and take Nice and Antroachia; overcome Solyman and Corboran in Fight, and win the City of Jeruſalem.

NOtwithſtanding the bad ſucceſs of the firſt adventurers, many others addreſſed themſelves to try their for­tunes in this Religious War, for God­frey Duke of Bovillon, having ſold that Dukedom to the Biſhop of Liege, and the Caſtles of Sartenſy and Monſa to the Biſhop of Verdune, raiſed a brave and well managed Army, wherewith he marched through Hungary to Conſtantino­ple, and ſo did Robert Duke of Normandy, Second Son to William the Conqueror, King of England, Reimond Earl of Tholouſe, and divers more who though they ſet for­ward at ſeveral times, & marcht through different Countries, yet they all met together at Conſtantinople, which being then the ſeat of the Grecian Empire, was appointed for the place of their General Rendezvous. But although Alexias the Emperour pretended to be over-joyed at their arrival, yet he was inwardly grieved thereat, for being conſcious to himſelf of his [Page]own guilt in depoſing and cloiſtering up Nicephorus his Predeceſſor, and then uſurping his Imperial Dignity, it was no pleaſant ſight for him to behold the Sea full of Ships, and the Shores covered over, and crouded with Souldiers, fancying to himſelf, that notwithſtanding all their fair pretences of a Pilgrimage to Jeruſalem, to wreſt the holy-land out of the Pagans Poſſeſſion, they only came to undermine him, and deſigned to termi­nate their Pilgrimage in his deſtruction. And that which is ſomewhat ſtrange, he ſeems to have entailed his groundleſs jea­louſies, to all his Succeſſors, none where of could ever heartily reconcile them­ſelves to this War, but ſuſpected tha [...] thoſe Weſtern Chriſtians made a falſe blow at Jeruſalem, but intended it at Conſtantinople. However, notwithſtand­ing his ſecret regret, yet finding that his Gueſts were powerful enough to com­mand their own welcome, he entertained them with a ſeeming complacence, and granted them paſſage through his Country upon Condition that whatſoever they won [...] Jeruſalem only excepted, that belong­ed formerly to the Grecian Empire, ſhould be reſtored to him, in lieu where­of he covenanted to furniſh them with Shipping, Armour, and all other war­like [Page]Proviſions; which he never per­formed, but contrary to his Solemn Ingage­ments endeavoured to retard their gene­rous Deſigns.
From hence they marched forward, and ſate down before the City of Nice (formerly fam'd for the firſt General Council called by Conſtantine the Great againſt Arius the Heretick) with as glorious an Army, and as brave Com­manders as ever the Sun ſaw. The Pil­grims had a Lumbard for their Engineer, and the Neighbouring Woods afford them Materials for the making many warlike Inſtruments, wherewith they fan­cied they ſhould ſoon make themſelves Maſters of the City But in regard it was ſtrongly fortified both by Art & Nature, and garriſoned with a great number of well experienced and reſolute Soldiers, they found it more difficult than they ex­pected. But at length the Grecian Fleet blocking up the Lake Aſcanius, and there­by cutting off from the Beſieged all hope of Relief, they were forc't to ſurrender upon condition that the Inhabitants Lives and Goods ſhould be indempnified; whereat the Souldiers, who promiſed themſelves the Plunder of the City, and were thereby fruſtrated of their hope, ſhewed no ſmall diſcontent. Solymans [Page]Wife and young Children were made Priſoners, and the City according to the former Agreement with the Grecian Em­perour, was delivered to Tatinus the Ad­miral, on the behalf of Alexius his Maſter.
Having made themſelves Maſters o [...] this place, and thereby fluſhed themſelve with Victory, they advance forward to the Vale of Dogorgan, where Solyman who had now gotten together a grea [...] Army, fell upon them ſuddenly like lightning, ſo that there followed a fierce and Bloody Battle, fought with much courage, and great variety of ſucceſs o [...] both ſides; Clouds of Arrows darkning the Sky were ſoon diſſolved into Showe [...] of Blood. The Europian Pilgrims in this Battle grapled with many diſadvantages; for their Enemies were three to one, and Valour it ſelf may ſometimes be beate [...] down by multitudes. The weather was extream hot, and the ſcorchnig Sun much annoyed thoſe Northern People, whil [...] uſe had made the Pagans bodies proo [...] againſt the extremity of the heat. Thei [...] Horſes likewiſe unaccuſtomed to the bar [...] barous ſound of the Turkiſh Drums, wer [...] affrighted, that they became altogethe [...] uſeleſs; notwithſtanding which, the [...] bravely maintained their ground, an [...] by the ſpecial Valour and Conduct  [...] [Page]  [...]heir undaunted Leaders, gave the Infi­dels an abſolute overthrow, whereat Solyman being deſperately inraged, as he fled away, burned all before him; and the better to prop up his broken Credit, gave out, that he had obtained the Victo­ry, and thereby pleaſed himſelf with the thoughts of being a Conquerour, though only in report.
From thence with invincible induſtry and patience they forced their paſſage through Vallies, up Mountains, and over Rivers, taking in as they went the fa­mous Cities Iconium, Heraclea, Tarſus,  [...]nd conquering all the Country about Cilicia. But being too much puft up with  [...]his great Succeſs, Heaven, to cure them of the Pleuriſie of Pride, let them blood with the tedious and coſtly Siege of An­  [...]iochia; which City being called Reblath by the Hebrews, was built by Seleucus Nicanor, and watered by the River  [...]rontes, but inlarged by Antiochus, who  [...]ncompaſſed it round with a double Wall, one of ſquare Stone, and the o­  [...]er of Brick; ſtrengthened with 460 Towers, and ſuch an invincible Caſtle on  [...]e Eaſt part of it, that it was rather to be  [...]dmired than aſſaulted. In this City, twas  [...]at the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were  [...]ſt called Chriſtians, and the Apoſtle Peter firſt ſate as Biſhop, whoſe fair [Page]Church was a Patriarchal Seat for man [...] hundred years after.
Before this City the Pilgrims Army ſat [...] down, and cloſely beſieged it: But th [...] Turks within making a vigorous Defen [...] under Auxianus their Governour, fruſtrate their expectations of forcing the Tow [...] as ſoon as they appeared before it;  [...] the Siege grew very long, and Proviſion very ſhort in the Chriſtians Cam [...] which made Peter the Hermite, no [...] withſtanding his pretended Delegation  [...] manage this War on the behalf of Chriſ [...] run away; but being purſued an [...] brought back again, was bound by a new Oath to proſecute the War. Howeve [...] at length one within the City, of who [...] Name and Religion Authors cannot agre [...] (ſome making him a Turk, others Chriſtian; ſome call him by one name and ſome by another) in the dead of th [...] night betrayed the City to Boemun [...] whereupon the Pilgrims entred in, an [...] being highly exaſperated by the leng [...] of the Seige, they ſo remembred th [...] miſeries they had endured, that they fo [...] got all pity and moderation, killing an [...] ſlaying promiſcuouſly Chriſtians and Tur [...] and all that came to hand.
The Town was offered to A [...]us th [...] Emperour, but he refuſed it out of [Page]ſuſpicion, that there was ſome deceit in the tender, it being common with ill men to meaſure other mens minds by the crooked rule of their own, whereupon  [...]t was given to Boe [...]nd. But not­withſtanding the dearneſs of the purchaſe, it was not long injoyed in quiet, for Cor­boran the Turkiſh General came with a vaſt Army of Perſian Souldiers and be­ſieged them in the City, ſo that they were greatly diſtreſt between hunger within and their enemies without, which made many of them to ſteal away out of the City; whereat the reſt no whit diſcouraged, accounting the loſs of Cowards the gain of an Army, bravely re­ſolved rather to ſell their lives by whole­ſale, on the point of the Sword, than to retail them out by famine, who is the worſt of Tyrants. And to haſten the putting this generous reſolution into practice, they happened to find in the Church of St. Peter a certain Lance which they were made to believe was the very ſame Lance, wherewith our Saviours ſide was pierced by the Souldier, whereat they greatly rejoyced; As though this military relique had by wounding of Chriſt been indued with a certain vertue of wounding and de­ſtroying his Enemies, and carried with it [Page]an infallible pledge of victory. And there upon ſallying out they fell upon the Be­ſiegers with ſuch fury, that they wer [...] glad to quit the ſiege and be gone.
The Pride of the Turks being abate [...] by the loſs of this Battel, an Hundre [...] Thouſand of them being ſlain, the Chriſtians grew very inſolent, and for got to give God the Honour of the victo­ry; whereupon followed a great morta [...] ­ty, 50000 dying within a few days. B [...] cold weather having at laſt cleanſed th [...] Chambers of the Air, and cleared th [...] Chriſtians camp from that fatal infectio [...] their zeal now moved the ſwifter, bein [...] come nearer to its center the City  [...] Jeruſalem. And therefore they ſ [...] forwards, and take the City  [...] Martha, and employ themſelves in ſ [...] curing the Country round about them that ſo they might clear the way as the [...] went. They kept their Eaſter at Tripp [...] ly, and their Whitſuntide at Ceſar [...] Stratonis, taking divers conſiderable pl [...] ­ces in their paſſage, and at laſt came to J [...] ­ruſalem, when diſcovering the City a far o [...] it was a pleaſant ſight to behold the ha [...] mony they made in the differing manne [...] of their expreſſing their joy, & to obſerv [...] how they all clothed the ſame paſſio [...] with various geſtures, ſome caſt them [...] [Page]ſelves proſtrate on the Earth, ſome kneel­ed, and others wept, and all were ſo tranſ­ported with the ſight, that they had much a do to manage, ſo great a gladneſs. Then they advanced with a bundance of joy and immediately began the Siege on the Northſide, it being ſcarce aſſaltable on any other part, by reaſon of ſteep and broken Rocks, which would not per­mit any near approach. The ſiege being once laid they aſſaulted the Town with ſuch invincible courage and valour, that they had certainly taken it within four days, had they not wanted ſcaling Lad­ders to mount the walls withal. But the ſiege continuing longer, they were op­preſſed with the want of that which was of far greater conſequence, for the ſprings being all ſtopped or poyſoned by the Turks, they were forced to fetch Water above five Miles off. As for their want of ſcaling Ladders, it was quickly ſupplied by the Genoans, who arriving in Paleſtine with a Fleet of Ships, brought with them ſeveral curious and accurate Engineers who in about a Months time framed a Wooden Tower, and all other inſtru­ments for battering the Wall, at a place about ſeven Miles from the City, for  [...]earer there grew no ſtick of bigneſs Which being all finiſhed, and the Pilgrims [Page]having as the beſt preparative for Victory begun with a Faſt and a ſolemn Proceſſion toward Mount Olivet, they proceeded the next day to give a general aſſault, which was performed with an incredible Pierceneſs, the very Women playing the men, and fighting moſt valiantly in Armour. But they within being Forty Thouſand ſtrong, well victualled and provided of all things ne­ceſſary, made a ſtout reſiſtance till the in­jurious Night abruptly put an end to their fighting in the very midſt of all their heat and courage.
But no ſooner had the firſt glimmerings of light brought news of the approaching morning but they fell on a freſh with a [...] reſolution to carry the Town before night; which they did the rather becauſe they had intercepted a certain letter tied to the legs of a Dove (it being a com­mon thing in thoſe Eaſtern Parts to make uſe of that creature as a Poſt) wherein the Perſian Emperour had promiſed with all imaginable ſpeed to relieve it. The Turks in hopes of rendering the new framed inſtruments of Battery uſeleſs caſed the outſide of their Wall with bag [...] of chaff, and ſuch like pliable matte [...] which conquered the Chriſtians Engine [...] by yielding to them. But one of them being ſo very ſtrong and ſturdy, that [Page]its force would not be tamed by thoſe ordinary Methods, they brought two old Witches and placed them on the Wall, to inchant it; but this Spirit being too fierce, and unruly, for their Spells to tame, they both of them miſerably periſhed on the place, and the approaching Night commanded a ceſſation of Arms for that time.
But the next day Duke Godfrey hav­ing fired a great heap of combuſtible mat­ter, the ſmoak of it was ſo driven before the wind, that it blinded the Pagans Eyes, and gave the Chriſtians an opportunity un­der its Protection of entring the City. The Duke himſelf, being the firſt man that ſet footing on the Walls. The Turks ſee­ing the Chriſtians enter the City in ſuch numbers, retired to Solomons Temple (ſo called becauſe it was built in or near the ſame place) with a reſolution there to take the laſt farewel of their lives. The Chriſtians followed them thither, and in a fierce, and deſperate conflict, the fore­moſt of them were miſerably ſlain, being thruſt upon their Enemies weapons, by their own fellows who followed them, ſo that the pavement ſwom with humane gore, and none could go either in or out, but he muſt wade through a River of Blood, or paſs over a Bridge of dead [Page]Bodies. In this fight valour was n [...] wanting in the Turks; but it was ſupe [...] latively abundant in the Chriſtians, wh [...] ſtill preſſed forward upon their Enemie [...] till the want of light compelled them t [...] give over. Thus was Jeruſalem won  [...] the Chriſtians and Twenty Thouſa [...] Turks ſlain therein on the Fifteenth  [...] July.
Then many Chriſtians, who had till no [...] lived in Jeruſalem, in a moſt deplorab [...] ſlavery, being forced to lurk in ſecre came forth rejoycing, and heartily we comed, and imbraced, thoſe Pilgrin who were the happy procurers of the liberty. And the next Morning, mer [...] being proclaimed to all thoſe who wou [...] lay down their Arms, the Turks yield [...] upon promiſe of ſaving their lives, no withſtanding which they were three day after all put to the Sword, witho [...] reſpect to Age or Sex, upon the idle pr­tence of fear of Treaſon in them, if t [...] Perſian Emperour ſhould come and beſie [...] them. But the Noble Tancred decla [...] himſelf highly diſpleaſed with that  [...] ­vage and barbarous action.

CHAP. VI.
[Page]
Robert Duke of Normandy refuſeth the Kingdom of Jeruſalem; whereupon Duke Godfrey is advanced to the new erected Throne.

EIght days after the taking of Jeruſalem, they proceeded to the Election of a King; but having ſo many Princes whoſe ſhining Vertues made them equally de­ſerving, they knew not which of them to pitch upon; however, at laſt they unani­mouſly reſolve on Robert Duke of Nor­mandy, as a perſon of the higheſt Deſcent; notwithſtanding which, the Duke, con­trary to all mens expectation, refuſed this honorable offer, either becauſe he had an Eye to the Engliſh Diadem, which was now fallen to him by the death of William Rufus, who was his Elder Bro­ther; or elſe becauſe he imagined (and that truly enough) that the Kingdom of Jeruſalem would in all probability, be in­cumbred with a continual War. But he who would not accept of the Crown with the Croſs, was afterwards forced to take the Croſs without the Crown; for from that day forward, he never [Page]thrived in any thing he undertook, bu [...] lived to ſee abundance of miſery, and fe [...] more, being ſhut up in Priſon, and de [...] prived of his ſight by King Henry h [...] Brother.
Robert having declared his refuſal, the [...] proceed to a ſecond Choice; and th [...] they might acquaint themſelves the be [...] ­ter with the temper and diſpoſition  [...] ­thoſe Princes, out of which the Choi [...] was to be made, they examined the [...] Servants upon Oath concerning the [...] Maſters faults; and when they came [...] examine the Servants of Godfrey Du [...] of Bovillon, they all proteſted that the o [...] ­ly fault they knew their Maſter guil [...] of, was, that when he went to Church  [...] ­ſing Mattens, he would ſtay ſo long aft [...] they were done, to learn of the Pri [...] the meaning of every Image and Pictur [...] that Dinner at home was utterly ſpoil [...] by his long tarrying. This relation b [...] gat him the admiration of all men, w [...] admiring that the Dukes worſt Vi [...] ſhould prove ſo great a Vertue, ma [...] choice of him to be their King. T [...] Duke accepted of the Title, but not  [...] the ſolemnity of it, refuſing to wear [...] Crown of Gold there where the Savi [...] of Mankind had been tortured with Crown of Thorns.
[Page]
This Godfrey, who was the firſt Chriſtian King of Jeruſalem, was nobly deſcended, being Son and Heir to Euſtace, Duke of Bovillon, and Ida, Daughter and Heir to Godfrey Duke of Lorrain: He was bred in that School of 
Godfrey Dk of Bovelion.
The Firſt Chriſtian King of Jerusalem

 [Page]War, the Court of Henry the fourth Emperour of Germany; about which time there happened to be a difference between him and another Prince, about a Title to Land, which proving ſo in­tricate, that the Judges could not untie the knot, it was agreed on, that the two Princes ſhould cut it aſunder with their Swords in a ſingle Combate. But God­frey was very unwilling to fight, not that he was the worſt Souldier, but the bet­ter Chriſtian, and could not ſatisfie him­ſelf that a private Title to Land was a­ſufficient foundation whereon to ground a Duel. However, ſince fight he muſt he yielded to the Tyranny of Cuſtom and according to the faſhion of the Country, entred the Liſts, where, not­withſtanding his Sword broke at the firſ [...] Encounter, yet he ſtruck his Adverſar [...] down with the Hilt, whereby he both ſaved his Enemies Life, and gained hi [...] own Inheritance. Nor was he leſs for tunate when Standard-bearer to the Em­perour, for with the Imperal Enſign h [...] killed Rodulphus Duke of Saxony in ſingl [...] fight, and fed the Roman Eagle on the bowels of that Arch-Traitor.

CHAP. VII.
[Page]
Of the Eſtabliſhing of Eccleſiastical Affairs, and ſettling Patriarchs in Antioch and Jeruſalem; the numeroſity of Paleſtine Biſhops.

Godfrey being now poſſeſſed of the Crown, took care to ſettle the  [...]itre, and provide for the well-ordering  [...]f the Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. Well, con­  [...]dering that the Commonwealth never  [...]rives ſo well as when the Church and  [...]tate are equally intereſted in the Princes  [...]are.
So ſoon as Antioch was taken, one Bernard a Reverent Prelate was with a  [...]eneral conſent advanced to the Patri­  [...]rchal Seat. But more difficulty there  [...]as to ſettle that Dignity in Jeruſalem.  [...]or firſt Arnulphus a vicious and worth­leſs man, was by popular Faction lifted  [...]p into the Patriarchs Chair, but being  [...]ith much difficulty put by, Robert Arch­  [...]iſhop of Piſa was ſubſtituted in his place,  [...] perſon wiſe, politick and learned, but  [...]nfected with the general humour of the Clergy of that Age, a delight to juſtle with Princes for more Elbow-room. [Page] Arnulphus never ceaſed to moleſt him, and all thoſe who ſucceeded him, till by ma­ny changes he found means to ſtruggle himſelf into the Chair again.
Under theſe Two Patriarchs were di­vers Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who were placed as near as could be, where they were before the Saracens had over-run the Country, and liberal Maintenance allotted to moſt of them: But they were too numerous for all to grow great, and Paleſtine fed too many Cathedral Churches to have them generally fat; for there was Lydda, Jomnia, and Joppa, three Epiſcopal Towns within four Miles of each other. Nay, Tyrius tells us of Fourteen Biſhops under the Archbiſhop of Tyre, 20 under the Archbiſhop of Cae­ſarea, Nine under the Archbiſhop of Scythopolis, Twelve under the Archbiſhop of Rabbah, beſides Twenty five Suffragan Churches, which were immediately de­pending on the Patriarch, without ſubor­dination to any Archbiſhop. From whence we may obſerve, that in thoſe days Biſhops kept their Sees at mean and contemptible Villages (as here in Engl. before the Conqueſt Sunning in Bark ſhire, and Dorcheſter near Oxford, had Cathe­dral Churches in them, though now they have removed them to the great and moſt Principal Towns.

CHAP. VIII.
[Page]
The Saracens overthrown at Askelon.

MAhomets Tomb was not ſo firmly fixed to the attractive Load-ſtone, but that now it began to ſhake, and was in all probability like to have tumbled down, the Chriſtians victories giving daily wounds to that ſilly and foppiſh Re­ligion, which made the Saracens enter in­to a Combination with the Turks to aſſiſt them in ſtopping, if poſſible, the further progreſs of their Victorious Arms: where­fore coming out of Egypt, under the com­mand of Ammitaviſſius their General, near Askelon they gave the Chriſtians Battel, but God ſent ſuch a qualm upon theſe In­fidels hearts, that 100000 of them were preſently ſlain, and their Rich Tents, which ſeemed as if they were the Exche­quer of the Eaſt Country, poſſeſſed by the Pilgrims, who now ſo much aboun­ded with wealth, that they knew not how to value it. Which made many of the Pilgrims who were Merchants for honour, and had now made ſo gainful an Adventure, think of returning home, and thoſe who remained were advanced [Page]to honourable Titles and Places in the Land.
But by this return of the Pilgrims, the heat of the Chriſtians Victories was ſome [...] what ſtaid, for Boemund Prince of Antioch [...] marching into Meſopotamia, was take [...] Priſoner, and the Heroick Godfrey, wh [...] had till now been ever accuſtomed to Conquer, was forced to depart with diſ­grace from the Siege of Antipatris.

CHAP. IX.
The Original of the Hoſpitallers. The ſcuf­fling between the King and Patriarch of Jeruſalem, about the diviſion of the City. The Iſſue of the quarrel, and th [...] Death of Godfrey the firſt King.

ABout this time under Serard thei [...] firſt Maſter began the Order o [...] Knights Hoſpitallers. There was indee [...] an Order called by that name more an­ciently in Jeruſalem, but they were n [...] Knights, but poor Alms-men, whoſe Houſe was founded, and themſelve [...] maintained by the Merchants of Amu [...] phia, a City in Italy. But they had now more ſtately Buildings aſſigned them, and their Houſe dedicated to St. John o [...] [Page] Jeruſalem; the conditions upon which they were to be admitted to the Higheſt Order of this Knighthood, were theſe, they muſt be Eighteen years old at leaſt, of an able body, not deſcended of Jewiſh or Turkiſh Parents, no Baſtards (except to a Prince, there being honour in that diſhonour) but born of honeſt and wor­ſhipful Parents; they always wore a Red Belt, with a White Croſs, and a Black Cloak, whereon was the White Croſs of Jeruſalem, which was a Croſs croſſed, or five Croſſes together, in memory of our Saviours five Wounds. Their Profeſ­ſion was to fight againſt Infidels, and ſe­cure Pilgrims in their coming to the Se­pulchre; they vowed Poverty, Chaſtity and Obedience, to which was added by Reimundus de Podio, their ſecond Maſter, that they muſt receive the Sacrament thrice a year, hear Maſs once a day, be no Merchants or Uſurers, fight no pri­vate Duels, and always ſtand neuters, and take part with neither ſide, if the Princes of Europe ſhould fall out.
At their Inauguration they received a Sword, to intimate that they muſt be valiant, which Sword had a Croſs Hilt, to remember them that they muſt there­with defend Religion. 2ly. With this Sword they were ſtruck three times over [Page]the ſhoulders, to teach them patiently to ſuffer for Chriſt. Thirdly, They muſt wipe the Sword, to intimate that their lives muſt be clean and undefiled. Fourth­ly, They had gilt Spurs put upon them, to intimate that they muſt ſcorn Wealth, and ſpurn it at their heels. Fifthly, They were to take a Taper in their hands, to intimate that they were to enlighten others by their exemplary lives.
About the ſame time alſo were ordain­ed the Knights of the Sepulchre, who were for their Original and Profeſſion much like the former, and their Order continueth to this day, they being made by the Padre Guardian of Jeruſalem, of ſuch as have ſeen the Sepulchre, and ſhould be all Gentlemen, but the Padre frequently diſpenſes with the ſeverity of that Law, and admits of thoſe who bring fat enough, though no blood.
Now alſo there aroſe a great Contro­verſie between the King and the Patri­arch, the latter claiming the Cities of Je­ruſalem and Joppa, with all their depen­dances, as belonging of right to him, and the other denying to deliver them. The Patriarch affirmed they had always belonged to his Predeceſſors, and that it did not become Princes, who ought to be Nurſing Fathers to the Church, ſa­crilegiouſly [Page]to ſuck from, and devour it.
On the other ſide, the King alledged, that the Chriſtian Princes had now purchaſed Jeruſalem with their Blood, and beſtowed it on him, ſo that the Patriarchs over-grown Title was loſt in that Conqueſt, from which, as upon a new Foundation, all muſt now build their claims who challenge a right to any part in that City: Beſides which, it would be unreaſonable for the King of Jeruſa­lem to enjoy nothing in Jeruſalem, but live there more like a Sojourner than a Prince in his Royal Palace, and be con­fined only to an airy Title, whilſt the Pa­triarch ſhould enjoy all the Command.
To this the Patriarch anſwered, That the Chriſtians new Conqueſt could not cancel his Ancient Right, which he ſaid was enjoyed even under the Saracens, eſpecially ſince that Voyage was purpoſe­ly undertaken for the advancing of the Church, and not the bare reſtoring her to her Liberty only; which Argument he preſſed ſo home, that Godfrey, not­withſtanding he was unwilling at firſt, yet afterwards not only granted him on Candlemas day a fourth part of the City, but on the Eaſter following (the King lying then on his Death-bed) gave him all Jeruſalem, Joppa, and whatſoever elſe [Page]he deſired upon condition that he ſhould hold it of the Patriarch, till he ſhould Conquer Babylon, or ſome other Royal City, to keep his Court in. And that i [...] in the mean time he ſhould have died without Iſſue, it ſhould immediately b [...] ­delivered into the Patriarchs Poſſeſſion.
Not long after Godfrey had made this liberal Grant, wherein he frankly gave away his whole Kingdom at once, he died, having Reigned one year wanting five days, and was buried in the Temple of the Sepulchre, where his Tomb re­mains inviolated to this day.

CHAP. X.
Baldwin choſen King; he keepeth Jeruſalem in deſpite of the Patriarch.

GOdfrey being dead, the Chriſtians with an unanimous conſent made choice of Bald [...]in, who was  [...]ount of Edeſſa (a City in Arabia) and Brother to Godfrey, to ſucceed him, a Prince who was tall, and of a comely Perſonage, be­ing like Saul, higher by the head than any of his Subjects; and being thus cho­ſen to the Kingdom, without troubling his head about his Brothers Religious ſcruple of wearing a Crown of Gold [Page]where Chriſt wore one of Thorns, he accepted the Ceremony as well as the Title, and was Crowned on the Chriſtmas day following.
But before his Coronation there was a deſperate Quarrel between him and the Patriarch, who upon the death of God­frey devoured Jeruſalem, and the Tower of David in his hope; but coming to take poſſeſſion, found that a more diffi­cult task, than it was to obtain the grant from the dying King. For Garnier Earl of Gretz, refuſed to ſurrender it, telling him that he would, according to his duty, keep it on the behalf of King Bald­win, who was not yet arrived from Edeſſa. This unexpected refuſal made the Pa­triarch ſtorm exceedingly; but however, Baldwin having the ſtronger Sword, and actual poſſeſſion of the City, kept it per­force, which made the Patriarch com­plain to Boemund Prince of Antioch, and ſtir him up to take Arms againſt King Baldwin, for the recovery of the Churches Right, as he was pleaſed to term it. But not ſucceeding therein, the difference was made up for the preſent by the me­diation of friends, although it was not long before it brake out again to that degree, that the Patriarch was glad to flee to Antioch, and from thence to Rome, [Page]to complain to the Pope, from whom h [...] obtained a command to King Baldwin fo [...] the re eſtabliſhing him in the Patriarcha [...] Seat, with which as he was returning home he died at Meſſena in Cicilia [...] whereupon Bremarus an holy and devou [...] man, was againſt his own will advance [...] by King Baldwin to the Chair. But being diſliked by the Pope, becauſe the King choſe him, he was ſoon depoſed, and Gibellinus the Popes Legate choſen in his ſtead, who being thought by Arnulphus, who had been choſen Patriarch, a [...] the firſt taking of Jeruſalem, and was thruſt out again, to go to ſlowly to his Grave, he was ſuſpected to have haſten­ed his death; upon which he was ſubſti­tuted in his room by the eſpecial favour of King Baldwin.

CHAP. XI.
A mighty Army of new Adventurers after many hardſhips and difficulty effect no­thing, Alexius his Treachery.

THE ſpreading Fame of the Chri­ſtians great Succeſs in Paleſtine, ſum­moned a new ſupply of Pilgrims out of Chriſtendom, Germany, and other places, wch had been ſparing at the firſt Voyage, [Page]  [...]ut reſolved now to make amends with  [...]ouble liberality. The chief Adventurers  [...]ere Guelpho Duke of Bavaria, Hugh Bro­  [...]er to the French King, and Stephen Earl  [...]f Bloys (both which had very much ſuf­  [...]ered in their Reputation for having de­  [...]erted their fellows in the firſt Expedi­  [...]on, and therefore ſought to regain their  [...]oſt Honour by this ſecond Adventure;) The Duke of Aquitain, the Earl of Bur­undy, and the Couar of Bogen, with ma­  [...]y more grear Men and Prelates, lead­  [...]ng with them an Army of 250000 Men. All Europe was now big with expecta­  [...]ion, to ſee what ſo great an Army would atchieve, it being common for moſt men to meaſure Victories by the  [...]ultitudes of the Souldiers. But in this  [...]aſe it ſignified little, for they did no­  [...]hing worthy admiration, unleſs it were  [...]hat they went ſo far to do juſt nothing,  [...]heir ſufferings being far more famous  [...]han their doings, being ſo conſumed by Plague, Famine and Sword, that ſcarce one thouſand of them ever reached Pa­  [...]eſtine, and thoſe fitter to be ſent to Hoſ­  [...]itals, than to march into the Field.
But the chief cauſe why this Voyage miſcarried ſo miſerably, was the Trea­thery of Alexius, who perplexing him­ſelf with a groundleſs and ridiculous fear, [Page]leſt between the Latines in the Eaſt, who were come thither upon pretence of con­quering Paleſtine, and thoſe in the Weſt his Graecian Empire, lying in the midſt ſhould be ground to powder, as betwee [...] two Milſtones, did them all the private miſchief he could poſſibly procure whilſt he publickly pretended to hav [...] the greateſt kindneſs for them imagin [...] ­able, calling the chief Captains of thei [...] Army his Sons, and thereby verifying the Proverb, The more courteſie, the mor­craft. But in private he would ſay to his friends, that he took as great a plea [...] ſure to ſee thoſe European Pilgrims i [...] Battel with the Turk, as he would do to ſee two Maſtiff Dogs ſighting together [...] hoping that which ſide ſoever loſt, h [...] himſelf ſhould be a gainer. Wherefore he ſo ordered the matter, that they ha [...] no ſooner paſſed Graecia, and croſſed th [...] Boſphorus, but they were for thirty day [...] together expoſed as a mark to the Turkiſ [...] Arrows, and cut off by their cowardly Enemies, whilſt they were pent up in the ſtraits of unknown paſſages.
But in the mean time King Baldwi [...] imployed himſelf with better ſucceſs i [...] Paleſtine. For by the aſſiſtance of th [...] Genoan Fleet, (who were for their pain [...] to have a third part of the ſpoil, and a [Page]Street in every place that was taken) he  [...]on ſeveral very conſiderable Havens  [...]ong the midland Sea, there being be­  [...]re this but one only part for the Chri­  [...]ians to land at, viz. Joppa. He began with Antipatris to redeem the Chriſtian  [...]onour which was morgaged there, when Godfrey was forced to riſe from before it. But the Turks having gotten  [...]ogether a good Army, gave him Battel  [...]t Rhamula, where he gave them a very  [...]reat overthrow.
The Joy of which Victory continued  [...]ot long, for the Turks being recruited,  [...]nd reſolving upon revenge, ſet upon him  [...]gain in the ſame place, and after a re­  [...]olute fight obtained the Victory, it being  [...]he firſt great overthrow the Chriſtians  [...]ad ever received in Palestine; where­  [...]n, beſides many others, the Earls of Bloys and Burgundy loſt their lives, and the King himſelf was reported to be ſlain. This Victory ſo entoxicated the Turks with Joy, that they gave themſelves to  [...]mirth and jollity, without the leaſt ſuſ­  [...]icion of a Reincounter, which Baldwin  [...]eing informed of by his Spies, returned ſuddenly upon them with freſh Souldiers,  [...]nd with the back-blow of an unlook'd for Enemy (which is commonly the moſt fatal) bravely wreſted the Victory out of the Infidels hands.
[Page]
Nor were the reſt of the Chriſtian Princes idle, but endeavoured likewiſe the inlarging of the Chriſtian Dominions Tancred Prince of Galilee poſſeſſing him ſelf of Apamea and Laodicea, two Citie [...] in Coeloſyria, which were both built b [...] Antiochus. Nor was it long before Pto­lemais fell likewiſe into the Chriſtian hands, a City on the Mediterranean Sea which took its name from Ptolemeus Phi­lometor King of Egypt. The Genoan Gal­lies being ten in number, doing the grea­teſt ſervice in the taking of it, and there­fore as a reward, had granted them large profits from the Harbour, a Church to themſelves, and Juriſdiction over the fourth part of the City, which came a [...] laſt to be the very Seat of the Holy War [...] there being in it a continual fighting a­gainſt the Turks for an hundred and eigh­ty years together.
But whilſt the Arms of the Chriſti­ans proſpered ſo well in ſome places, they were unſucceſsful in others; for Baldw [...] Count of Edoſſa, and Earl Joceline beſieg­ing Charran in Meſopotamia, had brough [...] it into ſuch ſtraits, that it was ready to b [...] delivered to them, when the Chriſtian Captains falling out among themſelves were ſet upon and defeated by the Pa­gans, and the two Earls, with diver [Page]others taken Priſoners. However, to mitigate the ſorrow for this misfortune, Byblus, which was a very good Haven, and built by Heveus the Sixth Son of Canaan, was taken by King Baldwin, and ſhortly after Tripoli was likewiſe con­quered by his Victorious Arms, who created one Bertram (a Nobleman that had behaved himſelf well in the Siege) Earl of Tripoli, it being accounted a Title of great Honour, in regard Tripoli was ever reckoned one of the four Te­trarchies of the Kingdom of Jeruſalem.
And to revenge the many injuries they had received from treacherous Alexius, Boemund, Prince of Antioch, with a great Navy ſpoiled the Havens of Graecia; every one abhorring his unfaithful practice, were willing to liſt themſelves as Vo­lunteers for this Service. But an Agree­ment was ſoon made between them.
Sidon the moſt ancient and famous Ci­ty of Phoenicia, was by the help of the Daniſh and Norway Fleet added likewiſe to the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, fluſhed with which Conqueſt, and the ſeries of ſucceſs that had for a long  [...]me attended them, they next ſet down before Tyre, a City which Sea and Land, Nature and Art had combined together to make ſtrong and impregnable, it being incom­paſſed [Page]by the Sea all but a narrow ne [...] of Land that tacks it to the Co [...] ­nent, which was fortified with m [...] Walls and Towers, ſo that it was h [...] to determine whether the ſtrength of [...] City, or the Wealth of its Inhabita [...] was greateſt. But not being able to ca [...] it, he raiſed his Siege, and depart [...] when meeting with the Perſian Gene [...] who had an Army far ſuperiour to  [...] he raſhly gave him Battel, and after deſperate Fight loſt all his Baggage, a hardly eſcaped himſelf.
After a long Tempeſt of War ca [...] a calm of Peace, wherein Baldwin enj [...] ­ed a five years quiet in his old age,  [...] ­ring which time he made ſeveral V [...] ­ages for his pleaſure, and to take a vi [...] of the Country, and ſatisfie himſelf of  [...] ſituation and ſtrength of the ſeveral p [...] ­ces. One of his Journeys was to  [...] Red Sea, not ſo called from the red [...] of the Water or Sand, as ſome fooliſ [...] conceit, but from the neighbouring E­mites, whom the Graecians call Erythrea or Red Men. And another he made to Egypt, ſuppoſing himſelf obliged give one viſit to that Country, that ſo might in part repay the many Incurſi [...] the Egyptians had made into his Kingdo [...] Where having firſt taken the City [Page] Pharamia, anciently called Rameſes, and given the Spoil of it to his Souldiers, he ſpent a conſiderable time in viewing that riddle of Nature, the River of Nilus, whoſe flowing Stream is a Confluence of Wonders; firſt in regard of its undiſco­verable Original, but chiefly its increa­ſing from the firſt of June, to the midſt of September, in which time it overflows all Egypt, and riſes too high for the moſt penetrating Judgment ever to dive to its bottom, or render the true reaſon of its Flux.
Great delight he took in viewing this River, wherein he eat many Fiſh, and his death in eating them; for a Surfeit which he then got, brought upon him the grief of an old wound, which he received at the Siege of Ptolomais, and ended in his death. He died at Laris in his return from Egypt, and was brought to Jeruſa­lem, and buried on Palm-Sunday in the Temple of the Sepulchre, having Reigned almoſt Eighteen years.
The ſame day that Baldwin was buried, Baldwin de Burgo his Kinſman, and Count of Edeſſa, accidentally came into the Ci­ty, intending there to keep his Easter: At which time the Chriſtian Princes were met together for the Electing a new King, the moſt whereof were for [Page]beſtowing the Crown upon Prince E­ſtace, Brother to the two former King but then abſent in France, in regard was unſafe to break the chain of Succe­ſion, there being nothing more comm [...] in thoſe caſes, than for the inverting  [...] order to bring confuſion, alledging lik [...] wiſe that it would be high ingratitude the memories of Godfrey and Baldwin  [...] exclude their Brother, ſince he was in a points fit to be a King.
Others oppoſed it, objecting the da­ger of an Inter-regnum, eſpecially und [...] their circumſtances, who living in t [...] mouth of their Enemies, to ſtay for Kingdom, was the way to loſe the Kin [...] ­dom. And at length after much deba on both ſides, they proceeded to a p [...] ­ſent Election, and made choice of Ba [...] ­win, who on the Eaſter-day following w [...] Crowned by Arnulphus the Patriarch,  [...] the name of Baldwin the Second. In t [...] mean time ſome were ſecretly diſpatch [...] to acquaint Prince Euſtace with wh [...] had paſſed, and invite him to come a [...] challenge the Crown; but he hear [...] that Baldwin was in poſſeſſion of it, p [...] ­ferred quietneſs before honour; and  [...] though he was part of the way on  [...] Journey thither, yet he very quietly w [...] back again.
[Page]
About this time happened the death  [...]f that Arch Hypocrite Alexius the Grae­  [...]an Emperour, who was ſucceeded by Calo Johannes, of whom we ſhall have occa­ſion to ſpeak often in the ſucceeding part of this Hiſtory.
Arnulphus, who enjoyed the Patriar­chal Dignity, when Baldwin the Second came to the Crown, was ſo infamous,  [...]hat the report of his baſeneſs at length came to the Popes Ear, who ſent away a Legate to depoſe him; but Arnulphus haſted to Rome, and with a great ſum of Money bought himſelf innocent, and ob­  [...]ained yet the enjoyment of his place du­  [...]ing life.
Guarimund ſucceeded him, being a ve­  [...]y Religious man, and one by whom the Chriſtians obtained many Victories; he called a Council at Neapolis, wherein ma­  [...]y wholſom things were concluded on for the reformation of manners. After his death Stephen Abbot of St. John de  [...]alia was advanced, who awakened the Patriarchs Title to Jeruſalem, after it had  [...]lept during the lives of his three Pre­deceſſors, demanding it very imperiouſly of the King, being a man of a high ſpi­  [...]it; but he died in the midſt of his Age,  [...]nd in the beginning of his Projects, his place being filled by William, Prior of the [Page]Sepulchre, who was a Flemin born, an [...] better beloved than learned.

CHAP. XII.
The Knights Templars, and Teutonicks inſt [...] ­tuted. Tyre taken by the Chriſtians. T [...] Death of Baldwin the Second.

ABout the beginning of this Kin [...] Reign the two great Orders  [...] Templars and Teutonicks firſt appear [...] in the world, the former under Hugh  [...] Pagaris, and Ganfred of St. Omer, the firſt Founders; they were much like t [...] Hoſpitallers in all things, and like the [...] were poor at firſt, but being afterwar [...] confirmed by the Pope, at the intreaty [...] Stephen Patriarch of Jeruſalem, who e [...] ­joyned them to wear a White garme [...] to which was afterwards added by  [...] ­genius the Third a Red Croſs on the Breaſt; they grew wonderful rich  [...] the Bounty of ſeveral Princely Patro [...] The latter were all Dutchmen, well  [...] ſcended, living at Jeruſalem in a ho [...] which one of that Nation bequeathed his Countrymen, that came thither  [...] Pilgrimage, in the year 1190. their Or [...] was honoured with a Grand Maſt [...] [Page]  [...]hereof the firſt was Henry A-walpot,  [...]heir Habit being Black Croſſes on White Robes.
It will certainly be very pleaſant for  [...]he Reader, to obſerve as he goes along,  [...]ow this Kings Reign is ſtrangely che­  [...]uered with great variety of Fortune.  [...]or firſt Roger, Guardian to young Boe­  [...]und, Prince of Antioch, going forth to  [...]ght the Turks, was conquered and kil­  [...]d. But Baldwin on the 14th of Auguſt  [...]llowing compelled them to make a Re­  [...]tution of their Victory, and with a  [...]hall Army gives them a great over­  [...]row. And to moderate the Chriſtians  [...]y for this Victory, Joceline unadviſed­  [...] fights with Balack, a petty King of  [...]e Turks, and is beaten and taken Pri­  [...]ner, and the King attempting to reſcue  [...]m, was alſo taken himſelf.
However, the Chriſtians hands were  [...]t bound by the captivity of their King,  [...]r Euſtace Grenier, who was choſen  [...]ice-Roy whilſt the King was a Priſo­  [...]r, ſtoutly defended the Country, and  [...]oceline having made his eſcape out of  [...]iſon, fought Balack again at Hircapolis,  [...]uted his Army, & killed him upon the  [...]lace with his own hands; & to crownall,  [...]uarimund the Patriarch, by the aſſiſtance  [...] the Venetian Fleet, which were com­manded [Page]by the Duke of Venice, cook th [...] impregnable City of Tyre, the Venetia [...] were for this ſervice to have a third p [...] of the City to themſelves. The Ci [...] was, beſides its own natural ſtrength, we ſtored with Men and Ammunition; b [...] Famine increaſing, they conſented  [...] yield upon honourable terms.
Not long after this the King returne home, after having been eighteen month a Priſoner, and was to pay a Ranſom  [...] an hundred thouſand Michaelets, for t [...] ſecurity whereof, he left his Daughter  [...] Hoſtage: But he paid the Turks with t [...] Saracens money, whom he beat firſt  [...] Antioch, and then at Damaſcus; whi [...] place he unfortunately beſieged, a [...] thereby damped the Joy of his two fo [...] ­mer Victories. And the more to qu [...] their ſwelling pride, the young Prince [...] Antioch was overthrown in Battel a [...] ſlain.
Which ill ſucceſs ſo afflicted Ki [...] Baldwins mind, that for ſome time b [...] fore his death, he renounced the wor [...] and took upon him a Religious Habit [...] thing not very unuſual in thoſe days, a [...] ſometimes, though not often, practi [...] ſtill, as by the Late Queen of Sweden, W [...] is yet living.

CHAP. XIII.
[Page]
Of Fulco the Fourth King of Jeruſalem. The remarkable Ruine of Rodolphus Pa­triarch of Antioch. The Graecian Empe­rour demands Anti och. The Prince there­of pays him Homage for it. The [...]amentable Death of Fulco.

FƲlco Earl of Tours, Mam and Anjou, came about three years before on Pilgrimage to Jeruſalem, where he ob­  [...]ained in Marriage Melleſent the Kings Daughter, and thereupon had aſſigned  [...]he City of Tyre, and ſome other Prince­  [...]y Accommodations for his preſent main­  [...]enance, and the Kingdom after his Fa­ther-in-laws deceaſe, which he received  [...]ccordingly. He had one Son by a for­  [...]er Wife, which was Jeffry Plantagenet, Earl of Anjou, to whom he left all his Lands in France, and from whom our Kings of England are deſcended.
This Fulco was a very valiant man, in­dued with many perfections both of bo­dy and mind. In his Reign there was  [...]o Alterations worth remark in the Church of Jeruſalem, but in that of An­tioch there was much ſtir who ſhould [Page]ſucceed Bernard, that peaceable and long liv'd Prelate, who ſate Thirty ſix year [...] in the Chair, and ſurvived Eight Pa­triarchs of Jeruſalem. For the Clerg [...] being long in their choice before the [...] could come to a reſult, the Laity wa [...] too nimble for them, and clapped o [...] Rodolphus of honourable deſcent into th [...] Chair, who caſt off his Obedience to th [...] Pope, and refuſed to acknowledge a [...] Superiour but St. Peter. He was th [...] Darling of the Gentry, but bated of th [...] Clergy, becauſe advanced without the [...] ſuffrage; wherefore being conſcious  [...] himſelf that he needed ſtrong Arms, ſin [...] he was to ſwim againſt the ſtream,  [...] ſcrewed himſelf into the favour of t [...] Princeſs of Antioch, Widdow to you [...] Boemund, ſo that with her ſtrength  [...] beat down all his Enemies, promiſing h [...] in requital, to make a Marriage betw [...] her and Reimund Earl of Poictou, who w [...] then coming into thoſe parts. But  [...] deceived her, and procured the Earl  [...] marry with the Lady Conſtantia h [...] Daughter, who was but a Child wi [...] whom he had the Principality of Antio [...]
The Patriarch, that he might ma [...] ſure work, and oblige him for ever to  [...] his friend, bound him to it by an Oat [...] But as it is uſual in thoſe caſes, frien [...] [Page]unjuſtly gotten, are ſeldom long injoyed, of a ſworn Friend, he became his ſworn Enemy, and forced him to go to Rome, there to anſwer many Accuſations laid to his charge. The chief whereof was, that he made odious compariſons between Antioch and Rome, and accounted himſelf equal to his Holineſs.
When he arrived at Rome, he found the Popes Doors ſhut againſt him, but he quickly opened them with a Golden Key, and upon his repentance for having refuſed to acknowledge Obedience to the Church of Rome, he was diſmiſſed, only it was ordered by his Holineſs, that the Biſhop of Oſtia ſhould be ſent into Byria, to examine matters relating to his other Crimes, and proceed accordingly: Whereat his Adverſaries ſtormed ex­treamly, expecting that he ſhould have been immediately depoſed: But having miſt their mark, they reſolved to have a ſecond blow at him; wherefore they prevailed with Albericus the Legate to favour their deſign, (which was not un­known to Rodolphus) who coming to An­tioch, cited the Patriarch to appear, but being called three ſeveral times, came not, which was variouſly commented up­on by thoſe who were preſent, accord­ing as they affected or diſaffected him. [Page]Whereupon the Legate directed himſelf to the Arch-Biſhop of Apamea, who had formerly been one of the moſt vehemen [...] Accuſers of Rodolphus, but had lately bee [...] reconciled to him, and demanded why he did not accuſe the Patriarch now o [...] thoſe Crimes which he had formerly laid to his charge: To which the Arch-Biſhop anſwered, That what he the [...] did was done out of heat and prejudice, and he thought it was his great ſin ſo unadviſedly to diſcover the nakedneſs o [...] his Father, like curſed Cham, from which God had ſo far reclaimed him, that he would rather die for his ſafety, than ac­cuſe him. Upon which Speech the Le­gate (ſuch was the Martial-Law in a Pre­late in thoſe days) immediately depoſed him, and ſhortly after thruſt out the Pa­triarch with great violence, and ſhut him up in Priſon, where he remained a long time in Chains, till at laſt he made his eſcape, and went to Rome, with an in­tent to have traverſed his Cauſe again, had not death cut him off.
About this time Calo Johannes the Graecian Emperour came with a great Ar­my of Horſe and Foot, and demanded of Reimund Prince of Antioch, to reſign to him that whole Signiory, according to the Compoſition which the Chriſtian [Page]Princes made with Alexius his Father; which inſolent demand fretted Reimund and all the Latines to the heart, in regard they had purchaſed an Inheritance with their own Blood, and yet were required to turn Tenants at will to another.
They told him it was offered his Fa­ther when firſt taken, and he refuſed it: That Alexius kept not his Covenants, nor aſſiſted them according to the Agree­ment. He called them his Sons indeed, but diſinherited them of their hopes, and all the Portion that he gave them lay in promiſes never paid. But all theſe Arguments ſignified little, the Empe­rours Sword being far ſtronger than theirs; for coming with ſo great a force, he conquered in a few days all Cilicia, and then beſieged the City of Antioch it ſelf; whereupon the King of Jeruſalem fearing it would give too great advan­tage to the Infidels, to have the Chri­ſtians fall together by the Ears among themſelves, made compoſition between them, wherein Reimund obliged him­ſelf to do homage to the Emperour, and hold his Principality of him: Not­withſtanding which, about four years af­ter he returned again, but did not much harm, only pillaged the Country. And ſome few years after that he died, being [Page]accidentally poiſoned by one of his own Arrows which he had prepared for the Wild Bore, having always carried it much fairer to the Latines than his Fa­ther had done, in regard an honourable Foe is much more deſirable than a Treacherous Friend.
Falco having Reigned in Jeruſalem about Eleven years, with abundance o [...] care and induſtry, being almoſt conti­nually imbroiled in Civil Diſcords, which hindered him from much inlarging of hi [...] Dominion, was ſlain as he was following his ſport in Hunting, to the great grie [...] of his Subjects. He was buried with his Predeceſſors in the Temple of the Se­pulchre, leaving two Sons behind him Balder and Almerick, the former being about Thirteen, and the latter Eleve [...] years old.

CHAP. XIV.
The Reign of Baldwin the Third. Of Fulche [...] Patriarch of Jeruſalem, and the inſole [...] carriage of the Hoſpitallers toward him. The Inſtitution of Carmelites.

BAldwin the Eldeſt Son of Falco, ſuc­ceeded his Father, and quickly gre [...] up as well in Age, as in Royal Qualifi­cations, [Page]and became a moſt compleat and well accompliſhed Prince. During his minority, his Mother who governed all, made up his want of Age with her abun­dant care, ſhe being a Woman in ſex, but of a maſculine Spirit.
William, who was laſt poſſeſſed of the Patriarchs Chair in Jeruſalem, was no great Clerk, being better at Building of Caſtles than at Edifying the Church: He built one at Askelon, one at Ramula, a third called Blankguard, for the ſecuring of Priſoners: But having enjoyed the Dignity Fifteen years, he was tranſlated to Heaven, and Fulcher Arch-Biſhop of Tyre ſucceeded him, whoſe old Age was much moleſted with the Pride and Rebellion of the Hoſpitallers, who had then obtain­ed from the Pope a plenary Exemption from the Juriſdiction of the Patriarch, which he did the more eaſily grant, be­cauſe he hoped thereby to make himſelf abſolute Maſter of all Orders, and link them intirely to himſelf by an immediate dependence, whereby he made every Co­vent a Caſtle of Rebels, and armed them with Priviledges to fight their lawful Dioceſan.
Thoſe Hoſpitallers were by this means become ſo rude, that they would with­out all ſhame Ring their Bells when the [Page]Patriarch Preached, that ſo his Voice might not be heard, and ſhoot Arrows into the Church, to diſturb him and the People in Divine Service. A bundle whereof was hung up in the Church as a Monument of their monſtrous Impiety. Fulcher crawled to Rome when an hundred years old, to complain of thoſe outrages, but the Hoſpitallers prevented him, and bribed off the buſineſs beforehand, ſo that the good old man was forced to re­turn without redreſs, whereupon they grew more inſolent than ever.
Nor was Haymericus, who ſucceeded Rodolphus at Antioch, much quieter. He inſtituted about the year 1160. the Order of Carmelites, who pretended to an imi­tation of the Prophet Elias. Some indeed had formerly lived diſperſed about the Mount of Carmel, but he gathered them into one Houſe. But although Paleſtine brought them forth, yet England proved the moſt officious in nurſing of them up: For being firſt brought into it by Ralph Freſhburgh in the year 1240. they were firſt ſeated at Newenden in Kent, and in a little time ſcattered themſelves all over England, and lived in great pomp, till diſperſed by King Henry the Eighth, when he demoliſhed the Abbeys.

CHAP. XV.
[Page]
Edeſſa loſt. The Voyage of the French King, and the Emperour of Germany blaſted by the perfidiouſneſs of the Graecian Empe­rour. The Turks beaten at Meander. Damaſcus beſieged in vain.

ALL Empires, like the ſwelling Sea, have bounds ſet to them, whither being once come, they can riſe no higher. And the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, being now arrived at its full growth, began to decline apace, till at laſt all revolved again into the Infidels hands. And the firſt conſiderable ſtep which it made in its declenſion, was the loſs of Edeſſa, one of the four Tetrarchies of that Kingdom, and a place wherein the Chriſtian Reli­gion had always flouriſhed from the time of the Apoſtles.
Which loſs moved Conrade, Emperour of the Weſt, and Lewis the Seventh ſur­named the Young King of France, by the perſuaſion of St. Bernard, to under­take a Voyage to the Holy Land. The Emperour for this deſign had gotten to­gether an Army of 200000 Foot, and 50000 Horſe, and the King near as many [Page]more. For in France they ſent a Diſta [...] and a Spindle to thoſe that would not go [...] with them, as upbraiding their Effemi­nacy; and no wonder, for Women them­ſelves went in Armour to this War, and had a brave Heroick Laſs, like another Pentheſilea, for their Leader, who was ſo richly clad, and befringed with Gold, that ſhe was generally known by the name of Golden Foot.
Conrade with his Army, took his way through Graecia, where Emmanuel the Em­perour, poſſeſſed with an hereditary fear of the Latines, fortified his Cities, con­cluding that there needed ſtrong Banks where ſuch a ſtream of people were to paſs, uſing them moſt treacherouſly, and giving them a very bad welcom, in hope thereby to get rid of them the ſooner. And to increaſe their miſery as they lay incamped by the River Melas (if it be proper to call that a River, which is all Mud in Summer, and all Sea in Winter) it drowned many of them by its ſudden and unexpected overflowing, as if it had learn'd Treachery of the Graecians, and conſpired with them to ſpoil the Empe­rours generous Deſign.
And thoſe of them that ſurvived this un­happy accident, were reſerved for a more lingering miſery, the Emperour endea­vouring [Page]by all imaginable ways to ac­compliſh their Ruine; as by mixing Lime with their Meal, killing thoſe who ſtrayed from the Army, holding intelligence with the Turks, corrupting his Coin, and giving them falſe Con­ductors, who deſignedly led them into danger, and made the way leſs doubtful than the Guides.
And no ſooner had the Emperour got through all thoſe dangers, and eſcaped the Treachery of the Greeks, but he was immediately encountred by the Hoſtili­ty of the Turks, who waited for them on the Banks of the River Meander, which being not fordable, and the Chriſtians having neither Boat nor Bridge to con­vey them over, the undaunted Empe­rour, after an Exhortation to his Soul­diers to follow his brave Example, plunged himſelf into the Water, and quickly reached the other Shoar, where, in deſpite of the Enemy, he Landed with all his Army. Whereat the af­frighted Turks did as it were offer their Throats to the Chriſtians Swords, and were ſlain in ſuch numbers, that whole piles of dead Bones remain there for a monument of their Victory, fluſhed with this ſucceſs, he marched forward to Iconium, now called Cogni, which he [Page]beſieged in vain, to the waſting and lo [...] of his Army,
The French King followed after wit [...] a numerous Army, and drank of the ſam [...] Cup at the Graecians hands (though no [...] ſo deeply) as the Emperour had done be­fore him. But at laſt finding that tho [...] who marched to Paleſtine by Land me with an Ocean of miſery, though the came not to Sea, he thought it muc [...] ſafer to truſt the Winds and the Wave [...] than the perfidious Graecians; and there­fore ſhipping himſelf and his Army, h [...] arrived ſafe in Paleſtine, where he wa [...] highly welcomed by the Prince of A [...] ­tioch. Some weeks were ſpent in Prince­ly Entertainments, and viſiting of holy Places before they entred upon action.
But having ſufficiently recreated them­ſelves, and reſted their Souldiers, the Emperour and the King of France both reſolve upon the Siege of Damaſcus, ac­counting a ſmaller Town too mean a trifle for them to employ their Arms in its Conqueſts; wherefore they imme­diately ſate down before it, and had cer­tainly conquered it, had they not fallen out among themſelves about parting of it before it was theirs to diſpoſe of. Conrade and King Lewis deſigned it for Theodorick Earl of Flanders, who was [Page]lately arrived in thoſe parts, whilſt other Princes who had been there a long time, and born the brunt of the War, could not endure to ſee a raw Upſtart to be pre­ferred before them. For which reaſon, together with their being corrupted with Turkiſh money (although it proved but Braſs gilt, may all Traitors be ſo paid) they perſuaded the King of France to re­move his Camp to a ſtronger part of the Wall, whereby they rendred the deſign of taking the Town fruitleſs, and forced them to raiſe the Siege, and return home, leaving the City of Damaſcus, and even Honour both behind them. Many thou­ſand Chriſtians periſhed in that adven­ture, whoſe Souls are ſaid by all the Writers of that Age, to be carried up to Heaven upon the Wings of that Holy Cauſe they died for. And the King of France in his return home was taken Priſoner by the Graecian Fleet, but reſcued again by Gregory, who was Admiral to Roger King of Sicilia.
The King and Emperour being return­ed, Noradine the Turk prevailed in Pa­leſtine, which was very much occaſioned by the unhappy difference which aroſe between Queen Milleſent, and her Son Baldwin, who was egged on by ſome of the Nobles that were offended with the [Page]Queen for having advanced a certain Nobleman whoſe name was Manaſſes, to be Conſtable of the Kingdom (who be­ing unable to manage his own happineſs grew ſo inſolent, that ſpurning his equals and trampling on his Inferiours, he drew upon himſelf the general hatred and en­vy of all men) quarrelled with his Mo­ther, impriſoned firſt, and then baniſhed her Favourite; and at laſt, to conclude the difference, the Kingdom was di­vided between them, the City of Jeruſa­lem, and all the In-land part was allotted to her, and what bordered upon the Se [...] to him. But the wideſt Throne being too narrow for two to ſit on together, he was not long content with this diviſion but marched with a great deal of fury to beſiege his Mother in Jeruſalem, and diſ­poſſeſs her of all. When he firſt approach the City, the Patriarch went out to him and with abundance of freedom reproved him ſharply for his raſh and unnatural at­tempt, and upbraided him for his ingra­titude, in going about to take all from ſo good a Mother, who had not only pro­ved a good Steward in his minority, but had alſo conſented to accept of one hal [...] of the Kingdom, when the whole of right belonged to her.
But he was ſo inchanted with ambl­tion, [Page]that no Arguments would prevail; which when the Queen perceived, ſhe did by the advice of her friends, conſent to yield up all, leſt the Chriſtian Cauſe ſhould ſuffer by their differences.
Noradine being incouraged by thoſe Civil Diſcords, came up with a great Ar­my, and waſted all the Country of An­tioch; and Prince Reimund going forth to give him Battel, had his Army beaten, and himſelf ſlain. And not long after Joceline Count of Edeſſa was taken Pri­ſoner.
In the mean while King Baldwin is not idle, but having made great preparations for the beſieging of Askelon, at laſt ſate down before it, and having made a large breach in the Wall, the Templars, to whom the King promiſed the ſpoil if they took it, entred through the breach into the City, and ſuppoſing they were able without any more help to maſter the Place, ſet a Guard to prevent any more of their fellow Chriſtians from en­tring in to be ſharers with them in the Booty; which covetouſneſs of theirs coſt them their lives; for the Turks contemn­ing the ſmalneſs of their number, put them all to the Sword; notwithſtanding which the City was ſhortly after taken, though with abundance of difficulty.
[Page]
Divers other conſiderable Victories King Baldwin obtained over the Turks eſpecially one near the River of Jordan where he vanquiſhed Noradine, and twice relieved Caeſarea Philippi, which the Turk had ſtraitly beſieged; but death at la [...] made a Conqueſt of him, being poiſoned by a Jewiſh Phyſician (as it was believed) in regard the remainder of the potion af­terwards killed a Dog to whom it was given. He was very much lamented by his Subjects, and not without reaſon, be­ing ſo brave and worthy a Prince, that even Noradine his mortal Enemy honou­rably refuſed to invade his Kingdom du­ring his Funeral Solemnities, proteſting that in his Opinion the Chriſtians had juſt cauſe of ſorrow, having loſt ſuch  [...] King, whoſe equal for Juſtice and Va­lour the whole World could not pro­duce. He died without Iſſue, when he had Reigned about one and twenty years.

CHAP. XVI.
[Page]
Almerick Brother to Baldwin ſucceeds in the Kingdom of Jeruſalem. The Sultan of Iconium, and the Maſter of the Aſſaſ­ſines deſire to be baptized. Commotions in Aegypt. The Turks called thither, and ſet up for themſelves. The King of Jeru­ſalem's Aid implored to drive them out. He afterwards invades Aegypt. His Death.

ALmerick Brother to King Baldwin, and Earl of Joppa and Askelon, ſuc­ceeded to the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, but was, before he could be admitted to his Coronation, enjoyned by the Popes Le­gate, and the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, to put away Anes his Wife, Daughter to Joce­line, Count of Edeſſa, becauſe ſhe was his Couſen in the fourth degree, with this reſervation, that the two Children, Bald­win and Sybill, which he had by her, ſhould be accounted legitimate, and ca­pable of their Fathers Poſſeſſions.
In this Kings time the Sultan of Jce­nium freely imbraced the Chriſtian Reli­gion, and was baptized, more of his Courtiers deſigning to follow him there­in, [Page]had not his Ambaſſador then at Ro [...] taken great offence at the vicious and de­bauched lives which he there obſerve [...] the Chriſtians to lead; which thing ma [...] many of the Pagans ſtep back, when the had one foot in the Church, abhorring to ſee Chriſtians who believe ſo well and live ſo ill.
Not long after the great Maſter of the Aſſaſſines offered to receive the Chri­ſtian Faith, which good intention wa [...] ſpoiled by the baſe and treacherous kil­ling his Ambaſſador, which he ſent t [...] Jeruſalem, to treat with the King about it, by one of the Templars,  [...] The King demanded the Murderer of the Maſter of the Templars, that ſo Ju­ſtice might paſs upon him: But the Ma­ſter inſolently denied to deliver him, ſay­ing, he had already injoyned him Pe­nance, and intended to ſend him to the Pope, but would part with him to none elſe.
Theſe Aſſaſſines were a certain preciſe Sect of Mahometans, who had in them the very ſpirit and quinteſſence of that poiſonous Superſtition; they were about forty thouſand in number, and were poſ­ſeſſed of ſix Cities near Antaradus in Syria, having over them a Chief Maſter whom they called the Old Man of the [Page]Mountains, at whoſe command they would refuſe no pain or peril, but imme­diately addreſs themſelves to aſſaſſinate my Prince whom he had appointed out for death, and always find hands to ac­compliſh whatſoever he enjoyed. There are now none of them left, they being rooted out and deſtroyed by Selemus the Turkiſh Emperour, when he conquered Syria and Aegypt, or as others ſay, by the Tartarians Anno 1257. unleſs we may ſuppoſe them to be revived again in the Jeſuits gracious Loyola, having fetched his Platform of blind obedience from them.
Whilſt the Turks Lorded it over Syria, and the leſſer Aſia, the Saracen Caliph commanded in Aegypt, which was the Stage whereon moſt of the remark­able paſſages of King Almericks life were acted. For Dargan and Sanar, two great Saracen Lords belonging to the Caliph of Aegypt, falling out about the Sultany, or Viceroyſhip of the Land, made way for the calling of him thither.
Sanar finding that he was too weak to contend with his Rival, craved Aid of Noradine King of the Turks, that then Reigned at Damaſcus, who ſent him an Army of Turks under the Command of Syracon, an experienced Captain. Not­withſtanding [Page]which, Dargan obtained the Victory, but enjoyed it not long, be­ing ſhortly after ſlain by Treachery whereby Sanar got the Sultans place. It the mean while the voluptuous Calip [...] careleſly purſued his private pleaſures without concerning himſelf about their difference, or regarding their introdu­cing forreign Force to decide their Quar­rel, as though the tottering of his King­dom had rocked him into a Lethargy out of which nothing would awake him.
Sanar having now obtained his deſire by the death of Dargan, liberally re­warded the Turks, and deſired them to return home; but Syracon refuſed to be gone; and having ſeized on the City of Belbis, fortified it, and there waited for the coming of more Turks for the Con­queſt of Aegypt, which made Sanar im­plore the help of Almerick King of Jeru­ſalem to drive them out of Aegypt, which he effectually performed.
But whilſt he was Victorious in Aegypt an unfortunate Battel was fought be­tween Boemund the Third Prince of An­tioch, Reimund Prince of Tripoli, Calamar [...] Governour of Cilicia, and Joceline Coun [...] of Edeſſa on one ſide, and Noradine the Turkiſh King on the other; wherein the Turk obtained the Victory, and took [Page]thoſe four Chriſtian Princes Priſoners.
As for Syracon the Turk, though he was forced to retire for the preſent out of Egypt by the Victorious Arms of Al­merick, yet he reſolved not to part with it ſo; wherefore he preſently went to the Caliph of Babylon, who was oppoſite to him of Egypt, and accounted him an Uſurper (each of them claiming, as ſole Heir to Mahomet their falſe Prophet, the Sove­raignty over all the Saracens in the World) and offered him, that if he would furniſh him with a good number of Souldiers, he would extirpate this Schiſmatical Caliph, and reduce all Egypt to the Obedience of the Babylonian; which motion being joyfully embraced by the greedy and aſpiring Fop, Syracon once again invadeth Egypt with a great and powerful Army.
Whereupon Sanar, who was greatly affrighted thereat, made new and larger offers to King Almericus, to come and ſtop this deluge of his Enemies, pro­miſing him a Penſion of Forty thouſand Ducats yearly, if he would lend him his Aſſiſtance. But Almerick perceiving that the Sultan, notwithſtanding he took ſo much upon him, was ſubject to a high Lord, refuſed to make any Bargain with him, but with the Caliph himſelf, in or­der [Page]whereunto he ſent Hugh Earl of  [...] ­ſarea, and a Knight Templar as his E [...] ­baſſadours to Caliph Elhadach, who th [...] kept his Court at Cairo: Who being a [...] rived at his Palace, were conducted  [...] the Sultan through ſeveral dark paſſag [...] well guarded with armed Ethiopians, a [...] then into divers ſpacious open Courts, ſuch beauty and riches, that the Emba­ſadours were amazed, and even aſtoniſ [...]ed at the rarities they beheld. And ſ [...] the farther they went, the greater t [...] ſtate appeared, till at laſt they we [...] brought to the Caliphs own Loding [...] where, as ſoon as they entred the Pr [...] ­ſence-Chamber, the Sultan proſtra [...] himſelf three ſeveral times to t [...] ground before the Curtain, behind whi [...] the magnificent Caliph was ſitting, a [...] thereupon the Traverſe, which was  [...] rich Silk, wrought all over with Pea [...] of ineſtimable value was immediate drawn, and the Caliph himſelf diſcover [...] ſitting with great Majeſty on a Thro [...] of maſſy Gold, having only ſome few [...] his moſt confiding Eunuchs about him.
The Caliph having diſcovered himſel [...] and the Sultan humbly kiſſed his feet,  [...] briefly related the cauſe of their comin [...] the eminent danger which then threa [...] ­ned them, and the offers which he h [...] [Page]made to King Almerick, which he in­treated him now to ratifie, and in de­monſtration thereof, to give his hand to  [...]he Kings Embaſſadour. The Calip' [...] having heard what he had to ſay, demur­  [...]ed a while upon the Ceremony of gi­  [...]ing them his hand, accounting ſuch a ge­  [...]ure beneath the greatneſs of his ſtate,  [...]nd would by no means conſent to give  [...]em his bare hand, but offered it them with his Glove on, to which the reſo­  [...]te Earl of Caeſarea replied, Sir, truth  [...]eks no holes to hide it ſelf in, and Prin­  [...]es who intend to keep Covenant, ought  [...] deal openly and nakedly; give us there­  [...]re your hand, or we will make no bar­  [...]in with your Glove. He was loth to  [...]o it, but neceſſity, which was at that  [...]me a more imperious Caliph than him­  [...]lf, commanding it, he at laſt conſented,  [...]nd diſmiſſed the Chriſtian Embaſſadours  [...]ith ſuch liberal Gifts as teſtified his  [...]reatneſs.
Almerick, according to this Agree­  [...]ent, faithfully uſed his utmoſt endea­  [...]our to expel Syracon with his Turks out  [...]f Egypt, and in order thereunto he met  [...]hem in the Field, and gave them Battel,  [...]herein he got the day, but loſt all his  [...]aggage, ſo that the Conqueſt was as it  [...]ere divided, the Turks gaining the [Page]Wealth, and the Chriſtians the Hono [...] of the Victory. But Almerick followi [...] his ſucceſs, purſued them to Alexandr [...] and pent them up, and ſtraitly beſieg [...] them in that City, and thereby for [...] them to accept of conditions of Pea [...] wherein they were obliged to depart  [...] of Egypt, without performing what th [...] had promiſed, and the Caliph of Baby expected, and then returned himſelf w [...] honour to Askelon.
But when a Crown is the Prize play [...] for, it is vain to expect fair play in  [...] Gameſters. For King Almerick hav [...] once beheld the Beauty and Riches [...] Egypt, was ſo enamoured therewith, t [...] he longed to obtain that Kingdom  [...] himſelf: And the next year, contr [...] to his Solemn League with the Cal [...] invaded it with a great Army, pretend [...] (though falſly) that the Caliph wo [...] make a private Peace with Nora [...] King of the Turks. Guilbert Maſter the Hoſpitallers, was the chief Inſtrum [...] in ſtirring up the King to this treac [...] ­rous and unjuſt War, hoping that  [...] Country of Perluſium, if conquered, ſho [...] be given to their order: But the Te [...] ­plars very much oppoſed the deſign ( [...] of their Order being Embaſſador at  [...] ratifying the Agreement between  [...] [Page]King and Caliph) and with much Zeal  [...]oteſted againſt it, as undertaken againſt  [...]ath and Fidelity.
However, the King would not be di­  [...]erted from his deſign, but having made  [...]reat preparations for this War, deſcend­  [...]d into Egypt, where he was for a while  [...]cceſsful, and won the City of Belbis or  [...]erluſium. Notwithſtanding which Au­  [...]ors, from that time, date the ill Succeſs  [...]f the Holy War, and ſhew us a whole  [...]loud of Miſeries, which immediately fol­  [...]wed thereupon; and no wonder, for God  [...]ldom lets Perjury go long unpuniſhed.
Firſt, Whilſt Almerick was abſent in Egypt, Noradine won divers conſiderable  [...]laces about Antioch.
Secondly, Meller Prince of Armenia,  [...]ho was a Chriſtian, entred into a  [...]eague with Noradine, and kept it in­  [...]iolable, to the great diſadvantage of the King of Jeruſalem, which act of Mellers muſt be condemned, and yet the Juſtice of God ought to be admired in puniſh­  [...]ng the Chriſtians thereby, for their  [...]reach of Covenant with the Saracens  [...]n Egypt.
Thirdly, The Saracens finding them­ſelves faithleſly dealt with, & laid at on all ſides, began to learn War, and grew good Souldiers on a ſudden; and although they [Page]formerly fought with Bows only, yet no [...] they learned of the Chriſtians to uſe a [...] offenſive and defenſive Weapons, it bein [...] uſual with rude Nations to better them [...] ſelves by fighting with a skilful Enem [...]
And Fourthly, Almericks hope of co [...] ­quering Egypt was wholly fruſtrated, b [...] ­ing after ſome few Victories drive [...] out, and the whole Kingdom conquere by Saladine (Nephew to Syracon) wh [...] beat out the Caliphs brains when he pr [...] ­tended to do him reverence, and there [...] changed the Government of Egypt fro [...] the Saracen Caliph to a Turkifh King. A [...] ſhortly after, upon the death of Noradi [...] the Kingdom of the Turks in Syria, an [...] the leſſer Aſia, was likewiſe beſtowe [...] upon him, whereby he became the mo [...] ­potent Monarch in the World.
Whilſt Jeruſalem was left as a po [...] Weather-beaten Kingdom, bleak an [...] open to the Storms of its Enemies o [...] every ſide, lying as it were between th [...] Lions Teeth, Damaſcus on the North [...] and Egypt on the South, two pote [...] Turkiſh Kingdoms united under a valian [...] and ſucceſsful Prince, which made A [...] ­merick fend for Succours into Europ [...] there being now but few Voluntie [...] flocking to this ſervice, and Souldie [...] were forced to be preſſed with import [...] ­nity [Page]before they would conſent to under­  [...]ake the Voyage: But it being juſt with God, that thoſe who had betrayed the  [...]aracens, whom they undertook to ſuc­  [...]our, ſhould want ſuccour themſelves,  [...]hen they ſtood moſt in need of it; his Embaſſadours were forced to return  [...]ithout any other ſupplies than pity and  [...]ommiſeration.
And Laſtly, The King himſelf, wea­  [...]ied with ſo many ſucceſſive miſeries,  [...]nded his life of a Bloody Flux, when he  [...]ad reigned about Eleven years, leaving  [...]eſides his two Children by his firſt Wife, one Daughter named Iſabel by Mary his ſecond Wife (Daughter to John Proto-Sebaſtus, a Grecian Prince) who was afterward married to Humphred the third Prince of Thorone.

CHAP. XVII.
[Page]
Baldwin the Fourth ſucceedeth. The Vici­ouſneſs of the Patriarch of Jeruſalem. His Embaſſy to Henry the Second King of England. The Original and Power of the Mammalukes. Saladine conquered by Baldwin, yet afterwards conquers Me­ſopotamia. Baldwins death.

Baldwin his Son, the fourth of that name, ſucceeded his Father, having had the benefit of an excellent Educa­tion under William Arch-Biſhop of Tyre, a very Pious Learned Man, skilled in all the Oriental Tongues, beſides the Dutch and French, his Native Languages. He­raclius, who was now Patriarch of Jeru­ſalem, being preferred to that Dignity for his handſomneſs, by Queen Mary, ſe­cond Wife to King Almerick, and Mo­ther to Baldwin, was a man of a debauched and vicious life, keeping company with a Vintners Wife, whom he maintained in great ſtate like an Empreſs, ſo that ſhe was generally ſaluted by the name of Pa­triarches. His ill Example infected the inferiour Clergy, whoſe corrupt man­ners [Page]was a ſad preſage of the approach­ing Ruine of that Kingdom.
This Man was ſent by King Baldwin, as his Embaſſadour to Henry the Second King of England, to crave his perſonal aſ­ſiſtance in the Holy War, and as an in­ducement thereunto, to deliver him the Royal Standard of that Kingdom, the Keys of our Saviours Sepulchre, the Tower of David, and the City of Jeru­ſalem. Henry was choſen out before any other Prince, becauſe the world juſtly eſteemed him valiant, wiſe, rich and for­tunate, and which was the main, that ſo he might thereby expiate his Murther, and gather up again the innocent Blood that he had ſpilt in the death of Thomas Becket. And that he might the more ea­ſily be drawn to undertake the Voyage, the Patriarch intitled him to the King­dom of Jeruſalem, becauſe Geoffrey  [...]n­tagenet his Father was Son to Fulco the Fourth King of Jeruſalem. But he was too wiſe a Prince to be ſo eaſily wheed­led. However, he pretended he would go, and got together a Maſs of Money towards the defraying the Charge of his Voyage, making every one, as well the Clergy as the Laity, pay that year the Tenth of all their Revenues, both mo­vables and immovables; and when he [Page]bad filled his Purſe, all men expected he ſhould perform his promiſe, but he changed the Voyage into Paleſtine for a Journey into France.
The Patriarch, while he ſtayed in England, conſecrated the Temple Church near St. Dunſtans in the Weſt, and the Houſe adjoyning belonging then to Knights Templars, but ſince employ­ed to a better uſe, viz. the entertaining thoſe Gentlemen who ſtudy and practiſe the Engliſh Laws.
In the minority of King Baldwin, who was but thirteen years old, Milo de Planci a Nobleman, was Protector of the King­dom, whoſe Pride and Inſolence could not be endured by the great men, and therefore they got him to be ſtabb'd at Ptolemais, and choſe Raimund Count of Tripoli to ſuceeed him.
And Saladine, having now ſeriouſly re­ſolved upon the Ruine of the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, endeavoured to furniſh himſelf with ſuch Souldiers as might be moſt fit for that ſervice; in order where­unto he bought a great number of Slaves of the Circaſſians, a People by the Lake of Meotis near Taurica Cherſoneſus, who were brought up to be extream hardy, and inured to War by their continual skirmiſhing with the neighbouring Tar­tars.
[Page]
Thoſe Slaves he trained up in Military Diſcipline after the Turkiſh manner. They had moſt of them been Chriſtians, and were baptized in their Infancy; but being taken from their Parents whilſt young, they were untaught Chriſt, and inſtructed in the Mahometan Superſti­tion, whereby they became the more implacable Enemies to Chriſtianity, for having been once its friends. They re­ceived from Saladine the name of Mam­malukes, and were ſo couragious and ex­pert in War, that his, and his Succeſſors greatneſs, was not to be ſo much attribu­ted to their own Conduct, as to thoſe Mammalukes Valour, till at laſt percei­ving their own ſtrength, they wreſted the Soveraignty from the Turkiſh Kings, and advanced one of their own number to the Regal Dignity.
Saladine having thus furniſhed himſelf with a new ſort of Souldiers, reſolved to try their Valour upon the Chriſtian, and therefore invaded the Holy Land, ſlay­ing and burning all before him, till he came to Askelon, where King Baldwin then was, before which he ſate down, and cloſely beſieged it. And Count Rai­mund, Protector of the Kingdom, Philip Earl of Flanders, and the chief ſtrength of the Kingdom being then abſent in [Page] Celoſyria, waſting the Country about Emiſ­ſa and Ceſarea. Baldwin was forced to keep himſelf cloſe in the City, not daring to venture on ſo ſtrong an Enemy; which fear of Baldwins having poſſeſſed Saladine with a belief that he needed not ſo great an Army to lie before the City, he ſent out ſeveral Parties to forrage and ſpoil the Country, which the King obſerving, reſolved to take opportunity by the fore­lock, and ſet on him when he leaſt expected it. To which end he ſallied out with great privacy and ſilence, and with about four hundred Horſe, & a few Foot­men, ſuddenly aſſaulted his ſecure Ene­mies with ſuch invincible Courage and Reſolution, that notwithſtanding their number, being Twenty ſix thouſand Horſe and Foot, they were utterly routed, and the Chriſtians returned with great Tri­umph and Joy to Jeruſalem.
But Saladine, who was rather inraged than daunted by this overthrow, reſolved not to be long before he recovered his credit, and therefore, about two months after he fell with his Mammalukes, like a mighty and raging Tempeſt, upon the Chriſtians as they were dividing the ſpoil of a Party of Turks, whom they had van­quiſhed a little before, putting moſt of them to the Sword, and the reſt to flight [Page]and taking Otto Grand Maſter of the Templars, and Hugh, Son-in-law to the Count of Tripoli Priſoners, the King him­ſelf hardly eſcaping: So that both ſides having ſufficiently ſmarted, conſented to refreſh themſelves with a ſhort Peace, under the ſhelter whereof, their troubled States breathed quietly for the ſpace of about two years, which Truce was the more willingly embraced by Saladine, be­cauſe a Famine then raged in the King­dom of Damaſcus, where it had ſcarcely rained for five years together.
But this welcom Calm was ſomewhat troubled with an unexpected Storm raiſ­ed by Domeſtick Diſcords in King Bald­wins Court. For the Kings Mother and Uncle, two perſons of turbulent ſpirits, accuſed the Count of Tripoli of Treaſon, as if he had, when he was Governour of the Kingdom, affected the Crown for himſelf; which accuſation ſo ſtung the King in the head, that the Count com­ing ſhortly after to Jeruſalem, was, as he was on the way thither, command­ed to ſtay, which he looked upon as a great diſgrace. But ſome of the Nobility fearing the miſchiefs which might pro­ceed from this unhappy difference, brought them to be reconciled. But, though the matter was ſeemingly made up, [Page]yet the King ever after looked upon the Earl with a jealous Eye. And the Earl ſeeing himſelf ſuſpected, proved after­wards really treacherous and diſloyal, though he is ſuppoſed by moſt Hiſtori­ans to be innocent of what he was then charged withal.
The Kingdom of Damaſcus having now recovered its ſelf from the Famine, and Saladine obtained his ends by the Truce, would obſerve it no longer; wherefore having gotten together a good Army, he marcht out of Egypt through Paleſtine, deſtroying and ſpoiling the Country all along as he went to Damaſ­cus. And having ſtrengthened himſelf with the addition of what Forces he had in Syria, he entred the Holy Land again. But the King, who had not above ſeven hundred Men to twenty thouſand, met him at a ſmall Village called Frobolt, and oppoſing Valour to his multitudes, over­threw him in a great and bloody Battel, wherein Saladine himſelf was forced by ſpeedy flight to eſcape the danger, and by long Marches get him again to Damaſcus. Nor had he any better ſucceſs, when ſhortly after he beſieged Berytus, being forced by the valour and courage of Bald­win to raiſe his Siege, and depart with diſ­grace.
[Page]
Wherefore Saladine finding ſuch tough reſiſtance in the Holy Land, hoped to gain a better purchaſe by imploying his Arms in Meſopotamia, to which end paſſing the River Euphrates, he won Char­ran, and divers other Towns, after which, returning again into Syria, he beſieged Aleppo, which was the ſtrongeſt place the Chriſtians had in the whole Country, be­ing ſo fortified both by Nature and Art, that it would have been almoſt impoſſible for him to have taken it, had he not by his Bribes made a far larger Breach in the Governours Loyalty, than he was able to do in the Walls of the City.
But having by this means poſſeſſed himſelf of Aleppo, he marched again into the Holy Land, being now more formi­dable than ever he had been before; and carrying an Army of Terrour in the very mention of his name, ſo that the poor Chriſtians unanimouſly fled into their fenced Cities. As for King Baldwin, the Leproſie had arreſted and confined him within the compaſs of his own Court, where his great ſpirit long ſtrove with his infirmity, being loth to part with his Crown, and diſrobe himſelf of his Royal­ty, before they were pluckt away by death; but was however forced at laſt to ſtoop and retire himſelf to a private [Page]life, appointing Baldwin his Nephew (a Child of five years old) to be his Succeſ­ſor, and Guy Earl of Joppa, and Askelon, who was the young Childs Father in­law, to be Protector of the Realm in his minority. But ſoon after finding Guy to be a ſilly, ſoft man, he revoked the latter Act, and deſigned Raimund Earl of Tripoli to ſucceed him.
Guy, who though he was not valiant, yet was very ſullen, ſtormed extreamly at his diſgrace, and leaving the Court in diſcontent, returned home, and fortified his Cities of Joppa and Askelon, which greatly perplexed the Kings thoughts, not knowing whom to name for Prote­ctor, fearing leſt Guys cowardlineſs ſhould loſe the Kingdom to the Turks, or Raimunds treachery get it for himſelf, ſo that anguiſh of mind, and weakneſs of body ended his days, when he was about five and twenty years of age, happy in dying before the death of his Kingdom.

CHAP. XVIII.
[Page]
The ſhort Reign, and woful Death of Bald­win the Fifth. Guy ſucceeds him. Tri­poli revolts. The Chriſtians overthrown. Their King taken Priſoner. And the City of Jeruſalem won by the Turks.

IT hath ever been accounted one of the greateſt happineſſes that can be­fal a Family, for the Heirs to be of Age before their Fathers death, in regard Mi­nors have not only been the Ruine of Fa­milies, but the overthrow of Kingdoms too. And it being one of Gods threat­nings againſt a wicked and diſobedient People to give Children to be their Princes, and Babes to Rule over them, he ſcourged the Kingdom of Jeruſalem three ſeveral times with that Rod, within the compaſs of forty years. Baldwin the Third, Fourth and Fifth, being all under Age, and the laſt but five years old being the Poſthumus Son of William Marquets of Montferat, by Sybil his Wife, Siſter to Baldwin the Fourth, and Daughter to King Almerick, who was after the death of the Marqueſs married to this Guy.
Now the Earl of Tripoli demanding to be Protector of this young King, accord­ing [Page]to the deſignation of his Uncle be­fore his death; Sybil, who was Mother to this Infant, to defeat Raimunds hopes of obtaining the Protectorſhip, firſt mur­thered all natural affections in her own breaſt, and then murthered her Son, by giving him a doſe of Poiſon, that ſo the Crown in her right might come to Guy her Husband. This Prince unhappy in ſpringing from ſo inhuman and barbarous a Mother, Reigned but eight Months and eight Days.
Baldwin being thus diſpatched, Guy ob­tained by large Bribes to the Templars, and Heraclius the Patriarch, to be imme­diately crowned, from which time the Chriſtians affairs in the Kingdom of Je­ſalem, poſted towards their fatal period, being ſpurr'd on the faſter by the woful jarrings and diſcords among the Prin­ces. But we ſhall at preſent leave the Ci­vil, to diſcourſe a little of the Eccleſiaſti­cal affairs of this declining Realm.
Whilſt Heraclius was Patriarch of Je­ruſalem, one Hymericus injoyed that ho­nour at Antioch, who wrote a bemoaning Letter to Henry the Second of England, wherein he much lamented the woful ſtate of the Chriſtians in the Eaſt, and endeavoured to perſuade that Prince to undertake a Voyage into Paleſtine for their [Page]ſuccour and relief; and received from him in anſwer thereunto a Letter fraught with fair and ample promiſes, the per­formance whereof I could never yet meet with in any of thoſe Hiſtorians, who wrote the Tranſactions of the Holy War.
But beſides thoſe Latine Patriarchs which commanded in the Churches of Jeruſalem and Antioch, there were Grecian Anti-Patriarchs, who were ap­pointed by the Emperour of Conſtanti­nople, and having no temporal Power nor Juriſdiction over the Latines, nor Profits of Church-Lands, were forced to content themſelves with a Juriſdiction over thoſe of the Greek Church only. We are not able to find out the exact Chain of their Succeſſion, and therefore are forced to content our ſelves with diſco­vering here and there a Link. And about this time we light on three that enjoyed that titular Dignity ſucceſſively one after another; the firſt whereof was Athanaſius, who was (notwithſtanding his being called Schiſmatick by ſome of the Hiſtorians of that Age) a very learned and pious Man, as appears by the many excellent Epiſtles which he wrote upon ſeveral oc­caſions. The ſecond was Leontius, com­mended likewiſe to Poſterity for an ho­neſt Man, and a good Scholar. The third [Page]was Doſitheus, who was much inferiour to the two former both for Piety and Learning, and being offered the Patriarch­ſhip of Conſtantinople, by Iſaac the Gre­cian Emperour, he attempted to graſp at both, and by that means held neither, but between two Patriarchal Chairs fell ir­recoverably to the ground.
In Antioch likewiſe we find ſeveral Greek Patriarchs, whereof one, whoſe name was Sotericus, being diſplaced for ſeveral Heretical Tenets which he held concerning our Saviour, he was ſucceeded by Theodorus Balſamon, who was in his time the very Oracle of the Civil Law, compiling and publiſhing many Learned Commentaries upon the Ancient Ca­nons, wherein he proved the Patriarch of Conſtantinople to have greater privi­ledges than the Biſhop of Rome, catching, ſay the Romaniſts, at every thing that ſounded to the advancing of the Eaſtern Churches, and the pulling down Rome, when ſhe lifts up her Head above Con­ſtantinople, for which reaſon Bellar min will not allow him to be a good Author. This Balſamon was likewiſe deceived by Iſaac the Grecian Emperour, who pretended that he would remove him to Conſtanti­nople, upon condition he could prove the Tranſlation of Patriarchs to be law­ful, [Page]in regard the Canons forbid it; but having performed the task, the Emperour, who was very mutable in his mind, be­ſtowed the Patriarchs place upon another, and left Balſamon to remain ſtill at Antioch.
There being about this time a Truce between the Turks and Chriſtians, and Saladine's Mother, ſuppoſing her ſelf ſuffi­ciently guarded thereby, adventuring to travel from Egypt to Damaſcus, with abundance of Treaſure, and a very ſmall Train, ſhe was, notwithſtanding the Truce, ſurprized, and riffled of all ſhe had by Reinold of Caſtile, which baſe and unchriſtian act ſo inraged Saladine, that gathering together all his ſtrength, he immediately beſieged Ptolemais. And the Earl of Tripoli vext at his loſing the Go­vernment, was ſo blinded by paſſion, and filled with rage againſt King Guy, that he miſtook his Enemy, and revenged himſelf on God and Religion, by baſely revolting with his whole Principality (which was a third part of the Kingdom of Jeruſalem) to Saladine, and aſſiſting him in that Siege.
But the Knights Templars and Hoſpi­tallers ſallying out, & falling on the Turks in their Camp, killed 20000 thouſand of them, but not without ſome loſs to them­ſelves; the Maſter of the Hoſpitallers, [Page]and divers other perſons of note being ſlain in the Fight. However, th [...] Victory remained to the Chriſtians, an [...] Saladine was forced to raiſe his Siege an [...] be gone, which made the Earl of Tripol [...] either out of fear that the Chriſtian [...] might prevail, or elſe moved thereun [...] out of remorſe of Conſcience, or diſco [...] ­tented with the entertainment he me withal from Saladine (who had learne [...] that Politick Maxim, to give ſome ho­nour, but place no truſt in a Fugitive) re­concile himſelf to the King, and ſor­ry for his offence, return again to th [...] Chriſtians.
Whereupon Guy gathered togethe [...] the whole ſtrength of his weak and de­clining Kingdom, to do their laſt endea­vour againſt the Turks, to whom he ad­ventured to give Battel near Tiberias, al­though he had but 1500 Horſe, and 15000 Foot againſt 120000 Horſe, and 160000 Foot. The Fight began about three of the Clock in the afternoon, but night coming on, forced them to give over till the next morning, when both ſides began afreſh, and the Chriſtians fought with ſo much courage and reſolu­tion, that their valour poiſed their Ene­mies numbers, till at length the day waxing extream hot, turned the Scales to [Page]the Pagans ſide, there being more Chri­ſtians ſlain by thirſt, and the Beams dart­ed on them from the ſcorching Sun, than with their Enemies weapons. Reinold of Caſtile was ſlain upon the place, and ſo were moſt of the Templars and Hoſpi­tallers. And Gerard Maſter of the Tem­plars, and Boniface Marqueſs of Montfe­rat were taken Priſoners, together with the King himſelf, who ſeeing his ſervants all ſlain before his Eyes, with much im­portunity prevailed with Saladine to ſpare his Schoolmaſter; yea in this unfor­tunate Battel the very flower of the Chri­ſtians Chivalry was cut down, and what was yet moſt lamented (ſaith Matthew Paris) the Croſs which freed men from the captivity of their ſins, was for mens ſins taken captive. This fatal Overthrow was generally imputed to the Earl of Tripoli, who that day commanded a good part of the Chriſtian Army, and is re­ported by ſome Hiſtorians to have trea­cherouſly run away in the midſt of the Battel. But when a great action miſcarries, ſome or other muſt bear the blame; and he having been falſe before, this loſs was charged on him right or wrong.
Saladine having obtained this Victory, improved it ſo well, that in one months time he conquered Berytus, Biblus, Ptole­mais, [Page]and all the Havens except Ayre fro [...] Sidon to Askelon. He uſed his Conque [...] with great moderation, giving life an [...] goods to all, and forcing no Chriſtians  [...] quit their habitations, ſave only the L [...] ­tines, knowing full well, that if the Chri­ſtians could not buy their lives chea [...] they would not fail to ſell them dear, a [...] fight it out to the laſt man.
Saladine fluſhed with this great ſucce [...] ſummon'd Askelon, but the Governo [...] refuſing to ſurrender it, he concluded would not be convenient to hazard th [...] checking of his fortune in ſo long a Sieg [...] and therefore left it, and went to Jeruſ [...] ­lem, which he looked upon to be a pla [...] of leſs difficulty, and more honour  [...] conquer; and ſo indeed he found it; f [...] though they within the City valiantly de­fended it for about fourteen days, yet a laſt conſidering that it was but playing out a deſperate game, which muſt cer­tainly be loſt in the end, in regard the [...] Enemies were near, and their Friends f [...] off, and unable to ſend them any othe [...] relief than vain and helpleſs pity, they re­ſolved to laviſh out no more valour, b [...] yield up the City upon condition th [...] all their lives might be redeemed,  [...] man for Ten, a woman for five, and child for one Beſent. But 14000 w [...] [Page]were not able to diſcharge their Ranſom, were kept as perpetual Slaves. Thoſe of the Greek Church were permitted to ſtay in the City, but all the Latines were commanded to depart, except two Frenchmen, to whom Saladine gave leave to ſtay, and allowed them maintenance to live on, in Reverence to their great Age; one of them having been a Soldi­er under Godfrey, when he firſt took the City, and the other the firſt Child that was born in it, after it was conquered by the Chriſtians.
Thus Jeruſalem after it had been enjoy­ed by the Chriſtians for the ſpace of eigh­ty eight years was, by the juſt Judgment of God, wreſted from them again by the Turks and all their ſtately Churches turn­ed into Stables, except thoſe of the Se­pulcher, and the Temple. The former whereof Saladine ſpared for a great Sum of Money, to the Chiriſtians, which is enjoyed by them to this day, by licence from the Grand Signior, and innumerable Pilgrimages continually made to it, by all ſorts of Chriſtians either out of Zeal or Curioſity. And the other he Convert­ed to a Moſque for the Worſhip of Ma­homet, ſprinkling it all over with Roſe­water, as if he intended thereby to cleanſe it from its Profanation by the Chriſtians, [Page]whilſt he really defiled it by his unholy waſhing.
It was generally obſerved that the Sun, as ſympathizing with the Chriſtians in their approaching Miſeries, ſuffered an Eclipſe, which was afterward looked upon as a ſad preſage of the loſs of tha [...] City. But that which was much more de­plorable and threatning than the Suns E­clipſe, was the total Eclipſe of Piety; Wickedneſs abounding in every corner, and ſcarce one honeſt Woman to be found in the whole City of Jeruſalem; For Heraclius the Patriarch, and the whole Clergy, being exceedingly debaucht, the Laity imitated their bad Example.
When this doleful News of Jeruſalem' [...] loſs arrived in Europe, it filled every Eye with Tears, and ſwelled all Hearts with Sorrow and Anguiſh.

CHAP. XIX.
[Page]
Conrade Valiantly defending Tyre, is cho­ſen King. The Voyage of Frederick Em­peror of Germany to the Holy Land. The Siege of Ptolemais. The Voyage of Rich­ard King of England, and Philip King of France to the Holy Land.

IN this ſad & deplorable State, ſtood the affairs in Paleſtine, when Conrade ar­rived there; whoſe Worth and Excellence commands my Pen to attend him from his own Country thither. He was Son to Boniface Marqueſs of Montferrat, who was taken Priſoner in that Fatal Battle wherein King Guy loſt himſelf and his Kingdom. His Youth was for the moſt part ſpent in the Service of Iſaaccius An­gelus the Grecian Emperour; who being bred in a Monaſtery, the confining of his Body ſeemed to have brought him to a pent and narrow Soul, and indued him with Accompliſhments more becoming a Prieſt than a Prince: For when his Re­bellious Subjects affronted him to the face, inſtead of ſending an Army againſt them, to reduce them to their obedience he only committed his cauſe to a compa­ny [Page]of Bald-pated Friers, whom he kept in his Court, to pray for his Proſperity; Hoping that, by their ſuppoſed Pious Tears, he ſhould be able to quench the Combuſtions of his Empire. But this Con­rade told him plainly, that if ever he intended to ſit upon the Imperial Throne in Peace, he muſt make uſe of the Wea­pons of the left Hand, as well as thoſe of the right, and Fight as well as Pray. Which advice being taken by the Empe­rour, he did, by the help of this General, quickly ſubdue all his Enemies: But our brave Conrade found but a ſmall reward for ſo great a ſervice, being only graced, in conſideration thereof, to wear his Shoes of the Imperial Faſhion; And it being uſu­al with Princes, not to love the ſight of thoſe to whom they know themſelves obliged, and yet care not to reward, Iſa­accius, by the perſwaſion of ſome about him, who envied his Courage and Bra­very, ſpurred on Conrade, who was free e­nough of himſelf to any Noble Enterprize, to go into Paleſtine, and endeavour to ſupport the ruinous affairs of the afflicted Chriſtians. And although he was ſenſible of their Plot yet, being weary of the Grecians baſeneſs, he ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed upon to undertake that Honour­able Imployment, and therefore ſet for­ward, [Page]with all convenient ſpeed, for the Holy Land, with a gallant Band of Gen­tlemen, who fitted out themſelves at their own charge, wherewith he march­ed to the City of Tyre, where we will leave him for the preſent, to return again to Saladine.
Who having won the City, and poſ­ſeſſed himſelf of the greateſt part of the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, laid cloſe Siege to the City of Askelon, which had refuſ­ed to ſurrender, when Ptolemais and the reſt yielded to his victorious Arms; but was now, after a ſhort Siege, delivered to him, upon condition that King Guy & Ge­rard, Maſters of the Templars, ſhould be ſett at Liberty And ſhortly after the Caſ­tle of Antioch was betrayed to him by the Patriarch: And Antioch it ſelf, which coſt the Chriſtians 11 Months Siege was by that means loſt in an inſtant, beſides ſeve­ral Provinces thereunto belonging, & Five & Twenty ſtrong Towns more, which fol­lowed the like Fate with Antioch, and fell into the Poſſeſſion of the Turks. After which he ſat down likewiſe before Tripo­li, but that City being, after the death of Earl Reimond, delivered to the Chriſtians by his Wife, they Bravely defended it a­gainſt all Saladines Force, ſo that having once taſted of their Valour in Tripoli he [Page]had no great Stomach to make a ſecond trial, but raiſed his Siege, and marched away to Tyre, where he hoped to ſpeed better. But he found himſelf greatly miſ­taken, for Conrade being a little before got thither with his Army, gave him ſo hot a Welcome that he was glad to fly, and leave all his Tents behind him, which were ſufficiently lined with Treaſure, whereby the Chriſtians had the happineſs to inrich themſelves with their own Spoil.
Thoſe in the City over-joyed at their great deliverance, choſe Conrade to be King of Jeruſalem, ſwearing Fealty to him, and promiſing to be for ever his Subjects, whoſe Valour had preſerved them from being Saladines Slaves. And the better to ſtrengthen his Title he mar­ried Eliſa, or, as others call her, Iſabella, Siſter to Baldwin the fourth, and Daugh­ter to King Almerick.
So that King Guy, who was about this time delivered out of Priſon having, when he was releaſed, ſworn never more to bear Arms againſt Saladine (which Oath the Clergy judged void, becauſe forced from him when detained in Priſon con­trary to promiſe) obtained his Liberty, but could not get his Kingdom: For com­ing to Tyre, he found the Gates ſhut a­gainſt him, and his Subjects refuſing to [Page]acknowledge any other King then Conrade. Whereupon Guy, packing up a Cloth of Remnants, with his broken Army, went and beſieged Ptolemais, the Piſans, Vene­tians, and Florentines, with their Sea-For­ces, aſſiſting him therein; But it went on notwithſtanding ſo ſlowly, that it could hardly be perceived to have made any advance in a Twelve Months time.
Things going thus wofully to wrack in Paleſtine, the Chriſtians ſighs there alarm­ed their Brethren in Europe, to repair thither to their Succour, and among the reſt Frederick Barbaroſſa, Emperour of Germany, moved by the ſtrength of his Devotion, undertook a Voyage thither, when he was Seventy Years old, having one foot in the Grave, and yet adventure­ing, with the other, to go on Pilgrimage. He had been long chained to the Stake, as it were, and baited by ſeveral ſucceſſive Popes, till at length wearied with their continual worrying of him, he gave up himſelf wholly to their direction, and was ſent by Pope Clement the third, on this Errand into the Holy Land.
And having made great Preparations for this Adventure, he marched through Hungary, with a gallant Army of an Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Valiant Men, being kindly received and Wel­comed [Page]by King Bela. But changing his Hoſt, he changed his Entertainment to being baſely uſed as he paſſed through the Grecian Empire: Inſomuch that Frederick, contrary to his expectation, finding ſuch perfidious dealing from the Greeks, drew his Sword, and reſolving to fight his way through, took Philippople, Adrianople, and divers other Citys, not ſo much to get their Spoil, as to ſecure his paſſage to­ward Paleſtine. But when Iſaaccius ſaw that thoſe Pilgrims would either find or force their paſſage, he left off all terms of En­mity, and preſently accommodated them with all things neceſſary for their Tran­ſportation over the Boſphorus, pretend­ing to haſten them away, becauſe the Chriſtians Exigencies in Paleſtine admit­ted of no delay; although it was really the effect of his fear, the Greeks ever lov­ing the Latin, beſt when they were fur­theſt off.
Old Frederick, having now left the treacherous Grecian Shore, and entred into the Turkiſh Territories, found great reſiſtance from the Sultan of Iconium, whom he vanquiſhed, and overcame in four ſeveral Battles; And then, beſieging the City of Iconium, he took it by force and gave the Spoil of it to his Souldiers, to revenge the injury done by that Sultan [Page]to his Uncle Conrade the Emperour: And removing from thence to Philomela, he took that likewiſe, razing it to the ground, and executing the Inhabitants therein, as Rebels againſt the Law of Na­tions, for killing his Ambaſſadors; after which he paſſed with much difficulty, but more honour, into Syria.
Saladine ſhook for fear at the rumor of his coming, and thought it beſt to follow the advice of Charatux, his chief Counſel­lor, who was at that time accounted one of the wiſeſt men in the world, tho his Per­ſon was mean and contemptible, and diſ­mantled all his Citys, in the Holy Land, except his Frontire Towns that ſo they might not be tenable with an Army, fear­ing leſt, if the Germans won thoſe places, it would be no eaſy matter to drive them out again, but being naked from ſhelter, he thought he ſhould ſoon weary them with ſet Battles, in regard he had Sol­diers without number, and thoſe near at hand.
But Frederick, ſoon after he was entered into the Holy Land, was ſuddenly taken away being, to the great grief of all Chriſ­tians, unhappily drowned in the River of Saleph; the occaſion whereof is vari­ouſly reported by Hiſtorians, but they all agree that there he loſt his Life, and [Page]ſome of them, pretending to acquaint the World with the reaſon why the Al­mighty permitted this Fatal Accident, tell us, that it was becauſe he had, in his Younger Years, fought againſt the Popes, and Church of Rome: But ſeeing ſo great an Emperour drowned in a ſhallow River, it was a great piece of audacious boldneſs in them, to adventure into the fathom­leſs depths of Gods ſecret Council: Let it ſuffice therefore for us to know that he who diſpoſes of all humane affairs, ac­cording to his own Arbitrary Pleaſure, ſometimes blaſts the faireſt hopes, and makes the Feet of Monarchs to ſlip, juſt when they are ſtepping into their Enemies Throne.
After his death Frederick Duke of Su [...] via, his ſecond Son, undertook the conduct of the Army, when the Turks, ſuppoſing that grief for the loſs of the Emperor had ſteeped, and moiſtened thoſe Pilgrims Hearts, and taken off the edg of their Valour, gave them a ſudden charge, in hope to have overthrown them before they had recovered themſelves; But the Valiant Dutch-men, though they had ſcarce wiped their Eyes, had however ſufficiently ſcowred their Swords, and gave them ſo warm a welcom that they quickly forced [Page]them to retire. Then Frederick ſummon­ing the City of Antioch, had it preſently delivered to him, where his hungry Souldiers being well refreſhed by the Ci­tizens who were yet for the moſt part Chriſtians, he marched forth in Battle Array, and meeting with Dodequin, Gene­ral of Saladines forces, he gave him a migh­ty overthrow, wherein he ſlew four thou­ſand upon the place, and took a thouſand Turks Priſoners, with little or no loſs to himſelf. After which he went to the Ci­ty of Tyre, in the Cathedral Church whereof he buried the Corps of his wor­thy and warlike Father, near the Tomb of the Learned Origen: His Funeral Ser­mon being preached by the worthy Arch-biſhop Gulielmus of Tyre.
So ſoon as the Emperors Funeral Rites were ſolemnly performed, they were con­veyed by Sea to the Chriſtian Army before Ptolemais, where young Frederick died of the Plague, and all his huge Ar­my, which at their ſetting out of Germany conſiſted of an hundred and fifty thou­ſand men, were now reduced to eighteen hundred onely
And thus, by following this numerous Army to their graves, we have once again overtaken the tedious and ſlow-paced ſiege of Ptolemais, before which place [Page]lay an Army that was, as it were, the a­bridgment of the Chriſtian World, there being ſcarce a petty ſtate or populous City in Europe, that had not ſome repreſentati­tives there. So that there were many bloody Blowes lent on both ſides, & repay­ed again with intereſt in innumerable Sallys, fierce Aſſaults, and bloody En­counters. The Chriſtians lying between Saladine and the City were beſieged them­ſelves, whilſt they beſieged Ptolemais. It was at laſt propoſed by Saladine, that both ſides ſhould try their fortune in the field, which was eaſily aſſented to by the Chriſtians, in hopes that they ſhould thereby both obtain the victory and win the Ci­ty, which they concluded would not hold out long, if Saladine were beaten. But when they were going to ingage, an ima­ginary fear ſuddenly ſeizing them, they all turned their backs and fled; So waver­ing are the Scales of Victory, that ſome­times the leaſt mote will turn them. In which confuſion many would have thought themſelves happy if they could have exchanged a ſtrong Hand, for a ſwift Foot. But Geoffrey Luſignan, Brother to King Guy, who was left to guard the Camp, ſeeing the Chriſtians ſhamefully to run away, marched out with his men to meet them, and having convinced them of [Page]the cauſeleſsneſs of their fear, and pre­vailed with them to return again, they ſet upon the Turks with ſo much fierce­neſs and rage, that they quickly won the day, though it coſt them the loſs of two thouſand men, and Gerard Maſter of the Templars.
After this victory it was vainly expect­ed by the Chriſtians, that the City would preſently be ſurrendred to them, but the Turks ſtill continued to defend it with much reſolution, though moſt of their houſes were already burnt, or beaten down, and the whole City reduced to a perfect Sceleton of Walls and Towers. They fought with their wits as well as with their weapons, & both ſides employ­ed themſelves in deviſing ſtrange & hither­to unknown offenſive & defenſive Engines: So that Mars himſelf, had he reſided either in that Camp or City, might have learnt to fight and have informed himſelf in feats of war, from their practice. But in the mean time famine raged exceeding­ly in the Chriſtian Camp, in regard they had no proviſion but what they were forced to ſend for, as far as Italy.
At this time under the Walls of Ptole­mais the Teutonick order of Dutch Knights, who had hitherto lived as private pilgrims, were honoured with a Grand Maſter, & their  [...] [Page]were diſpenſed with by the Biſhop of Rome. Moſt of his Forces he ſent about by Spain, but went himſelf and ſome few of his friends through France, having his Pilgrims ſcrip and ſtaff delivered him at Tours by the Arch-biſhop, and at Ly­ons he met with the other Royal pilgrim, Philip the Second ſirnamed Auguſtus, King of France, but parting again by conſent they went ſeveral ways toward Syria.
King Richard, in his paſſage through I­taly, went within fifteen Miles of Rome, and yet never vouchſaf'd his Holineſs a Viſit, but told Octavian Biſhop of Oſtia, the Popes Confeſſor that, having better objects before him, he would not ſtir one ſtep out of his way to ſee the Pope, becauſe he had lately extorted, without all reaſon, a great Sum of Money from the Engliſh Prelates: And therefore paſſing forward, at Meſſina in Sicily the two Kings meet again; where likewiſe King Richard, to his exceeding joy, found his fleet ſafely ar­rived, but having met with much diffi­culty and danger in their paſſage. Richard learnt by his own experience, what miſeries and dangers Merchants and Mar­iners at Sea meet withal, being always within a few inches, and after within an hairs breadth of death, which made him revoke the Law of Wracks, which intitled. the King of England to all Ship wrackt goods
[Page]
Tankred was at this time King of Sicily, who, being a Baſtard born, had uſurped the Crown, detained the Dowrie, and impriſoned the perſon of Joan, Wife to William the Late King of Sicily, and Siſter to K. Richard: So that he was in a miſerable plight at the arrival of thoſe two mighty Monarchs, and knew not what courſe to ſteer. To keep them out was impoſſi­ble, and above his Power, and to let them in was dangerous, and might prove his ruin, and therefore reſolved (how Juſtly or Prudently let the Reader judge) to ſecure himſelf by creating a miſunder­ſtanding between thoſe two Kings: And therefore applying himſelf to the French King, he inſinuated ſeveral falſe Stories of the King of England, permitting his Subjects likewiſe to do the Engliſh all the ſecret miſchief they could; for which Richard, who was not ignorant of what paſſed between him and the French King, demanded ſatisfaction, which was denied him, wherefore, reſolving to avenge himſelf, he aſſaulted & took Meſſina it ſelf, together with moſt of the chief Forts in the Iſland, demanding ſatisfaction for all the wrongs done both to himſelf and Siſter. Where­upon Tankred, though he was dull at firſt, yet now being prickd with the Sword, he freely bled many Thouſand Ounces of [Page]Gold, and finding that as the caſe ſtood hi [...] beſt Thrift was to be Prodigal, he gave ou [...] King what conditions ſoever he demanded.
However the miſunderſtanding, which he had procured between the two Royal Pilgrims, daily increaſed, and Richard ſlighting the French Kings Siſter, whom he had formerly promiſed to marry, ex­preſſed more affection to Berengari [...] Daughter to the King of Navarr, which vexed Philip to the Heart, but ſome Princes interpoſing between them, heal­ed the breach for the preſent; but the cauſe remaining, the Malady quickly re­turned with worſe ſymptoms then before.
King Philip, thinking to be revenged on Richard by fore, ſtaling the Market of Honour, and ingroſſing all to himſelf, poſted many to Ptolemais, whilſt Richard followed after at his leiſure, taking Cy­prus in his way, where reigned Iſaac, Or, as others call him, Curſac, who, under An­dronicus the Grecian Emperour (when it was common for every Factious Noble­man to ſnatch a plank of that ſhipwrack'd and ſinking Empire) had ſeized on that Iſland, and there Tyranniz'd as an abſolute King, but being ſo fool-hardy, as to a­buſe our Royal Pilgrim, at his Arrival there, by killing divers of his Souldiers, who landed in his Iſland, and refuſing to [Page]  [...]ermit the Sea-ſick Lady Berengaria to  [...]ome on Shore, he loſt both himſelf, and  [...]is new erected Kingdom at once. For  [...]ing Richard eaſily conquered the whole  [...]land, and honoured the inſolent Grecian, with the Magnificent Captivity of Silver Fet­ters: Yet like a noble and generous Con­querour, he ſet his Daughter at Liberty, and gave her Princely Uſage; the Iſland  [...]he pawned to the Templars for ready Money, and becauſe Cyprus had been an­ciently accounted the Seat of Venus; that it might prove ſo to him, in the pleaſant Month of May he there ſolemnized his Marriage with his Beloved Lady Berengaria.
Whilſt Richard was thus detained in Cyprus, the Siege of Ptolemais was carried on with abundance of fierceneſs and re­ſolution by the French King, who hoped to get the Renown of its Conqueſt be­fore King Richards Arrival, but found it ſo ſtrenuouſly defended by the Turks with­in, that all his ſtrength was not ſufficient to force thoſe Walls, which had now above 2 years withſtood the Chriſtians Batteries; & by reaſon of the length of the Siege the Turks and Chriſtians were become well ac­quainted with each others Way of fighting: ſo that what advantages happened to ei­ther ſide were meerly caſual, and not the [Page]effect of Careleſneſs or Cowardize in the loſing party. But it was ſome help to the Chriſtians, that a certain concealed Chriſtian within the City, by Letters un­ſubſcribed, gave them conſtant and faith­ful Intelligence of all remarkable paſſa­ges among the Turks within.
In the mean while the Plague and Fa­mine raged in the Chriſtian Camp, and in the compaſs of one year, had ſwept a­way above Fifty Princes and Prelates of note, who together with all the reſt of the common Souldiers, in the opinion of thoſe who wrote the Hiſtory of that Siege, went undoubtedly to Heaven; Al­though it were before Pope Clement the ſixth, had commanded the Angels, (who durſt not diſobey him,) to convey every Soul into Paradice, which ſhould die in their Pilgrimage.
Among thoſe who ſurvived, no Prince ſhewed more Valour, and deſerved great­er commendation than Leopoldus, Arch-Duke of Auſtria, who fought ſo long in aſſaulting this City, that his Armour was all gore Blood, ſave only that part of it, which was covered with his Belt: For which reaſon renouncing the ſix Gold­en Larks, the Ancient Arms of his Fa­mily, he had aſſigned him by the Empe­rour, [Page]as a Teſtimony of his valour, a Feſs Argentin a Field Gules.
And King Richard, being now at laſt arrived in the Camp before Ptolemais (having taken a Dromand or Saracen Ship, which he mett in his way thither, wherein were Fifteen Hundred Soldiers and two hundred and fifty Scorpions de­ſigned for the poyſoning of Chriſtians) the Siege was carried on by him, and his Engliſh Souldiers, more fiercely than ever it had been before. So that the Turks, deſ­pairing of relief and their proviſions whol­ly ſpent, offered to yield up the City, which the Chriſtians would not accept of, unleſs Saladine would promiſe to deliver all the Chriſtian Priſoners which were then in his cuſtody, and reſtore them the Croſs again, which he promiſing to do, the City was delivered and the Turkiſh Soldiers guarded ſafely out of it.
The Houſes, which were yet left ſtand­ing in the City, together with the Spoil and Priſoners were, by the Kings of En­gland and France, divided among them­ſelves, whereupon divers great Perſons, who had been ſharers in the pains, but were hereby excluded from the gains, de­parted in diſcontent, and King Richards Soldiers rudely pulled down the Arch-Duke [Page]of Auſtria's Enſigns, which he ha [...] advanced in a principal Tower in tha [...] City, and as ſome write, threw them in to the Jakes; whereat the Duke wa [...] highly diſpleaſed, but yet wiſely diſſen [...] ­bled his anger, and ſeemed to forget th [...] Injury, till he might remember it to hisad­vantage: which he afterwards did, & made King Richard pay ſeverely for this affron [...].
When the City was taken, it grieve [...] the Chriſtians, that they could not fin [...] out their Faithful Intelligencer, wh [...] had all along by his Letters acquainted them with the State of the City, b [...] more that the Croſs did no where appear being either careleſly loſt, or enviou [...] concealed by the Turks. They demanded  [...] of Saladine, with the delivery of the Chriſtian Priſoners; which he refuſed not but demanded a longer time for the per­formance, in regard the Croſs could not be found. But King Richard ſuppoſing that it was only a pretence to gain time reſolved to have all things performed ac­cording to their agreement, which being not done, he in the heat of his Paſſio [...] commanded Seven Thouſand Turkiſh Pri­ſoners, to be immediately cut to pieces for which raſh and cruel act, he ſuffere [...] much in his reputation, and was looke [...] upon as the Murtherer of the like num­ber [Page]of Chriſtians, whom Saladine in re­venge, put to the Sword: whereas on the contrary, the moderation of the French King was very much commended for ſparing his Priſoners, and reſerving them to ranſom ſo many Chriſtians.
But that which moſt obſcured the Glory of this Victory was the Chriſtians being tent aſunder with Faction, and divided among themſelves. King Philip, the Dukes of Burgundy and Auſtria, moſt of the Dutch and all the Genoans and Templars, fiding with King Conrade, and King Richard, Henry Count of Champaigne, with the Hoſpitallers, the Venetians, and Piſans, taking part with Guy. Conrades ſide was very much weakned, by the ſudden de­parture of the French King, who eighteen days, after the taking of Ptolemais, returned home, pretending want of neceſſaries, & in­diſpoſition of body through the diſtemper of the Climate: but the true cauſe was his not induring to hear King Richards Fame ſo much tranſcend his own, together with a deſire to ſeize on the Dominions of the Earl of Flanders, who was then lately dead.
His own Souldiers mightily diſſwaded him from returning, and beſought him not to ſtop in ſo glorious a work, where­in he had proſpered ſo well already, tel­ling [Page]him that Saladine being already on his Knees, he might peradventure be brought on his Face, if this Victory were well purſued: And ſince one of his pretences was want of neceſſaries, King Richard generouſly offered him one half of his Pro­viſions, but all this would not prevail with him to ſtay, and therefore with great importunity, he obtained leave to depart; having firſt taken an Oath not to moleſt the King of Englands Dominions, during his ſtay in the Holy Land, which Oath was forgot as ſoon as he got home. And at his departure he left his inſtructions, to­gether with his Army, to the Duke of Burgundy, ordering him to move as ſlow­ly as poſſible, in advancing that work, wherein the King of England would have all the Honour, which rendred this great undertaking leſs advantagious to the Chriſtians in Syria, than otherwiſe it might have been.
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CHAP. I.
Conrade ſlain, Guy exchanges his King­dom for the Iſle of Cyprus, Henry of Champaign choſen King. King Richard obtains many Victories, but at laſt makes a diſhonourable Peace, and in his return home, is taken Priſoner in Auſtria.

SOon after the French Kings depar­ture, Conrade King of Jeruſalem was cruelly murthered in the Market­place of Tyre; the cauſe of whoſe Death [Page]is variouſly reported, ſome falſely charg­ing our King Richard with having pro­cured it, and others ſay, he was killed by Humphred Prince of Thoron, for marry­ing Iſabella, who had been before eſpouſed to him: But moſt affirm, that he was ſtab­bed by two Aſſaſſines by command of their Maſter the Old man of the Mountains, whoſe only Quarrel with him was, his being a Chriſtian; and that the two Mur­therers being immediately taken and put to a cruel Death, Gloried in the Merito­riouſneſs of their ſuffering. He had Reigned about five years, and left ont Daughter, Maria Jole, on whom the Tem­plers beſtowed Princely Education.
But tho' Conrade was Dead, his Facti­on ſtill ſurvived, and thoſe of his party affronted King Guy, and ſtrove to have him depoſed; telling him, that the Crown was only tyed on his Head with a Womans Fillet, which being now bro­ken, by the Death of Queen Sibyl who dyed together with all her Children, of the Plague at the Siege of Ptolomais, he had no longer any Right to the King­dom, eſpecially, being a worthleſs and an unfortunate man: Tho' the truth is, the meaſuring a Princes worth by his Suc­ceſs, is a Rule often falſe, and always un­certain; and the common Conſent of all [Page]Nations will plead this in his Favour, that having been once a King, he ought ever to remain ſo. But to put a ſinal end to this unhappy Controverſie, King Richard made a pleaſing Motion, which relliſhed well to the Palate of that hun­gry Prince, offering him the Iſland of Cyprus, in exchange for his Kingdom of Jeruſalem. Which motion was willingly imbraced, and the exchange actually made, to the Content of both parties, and the Kings of England bore the Title of King of Jeruſalem in their ſtyle, for many years after. But in this exchange, Guy had really the better Bargain, in regard he bought a real Poſſeſſion for an Airy Ti­tle: However, he lived not long to in­joy it, for he dyed ſoon after his Arrival there, but his Family injoyed it, for ſome hundred years, after which it fell by ſome Tranſaction, to the ſtate of Ve­nice; and was at laſt wreſted from them by the Turks, who injoy it at this day.
Conrade being killed, and Guy having renounced his Kingdom. Henry Earl of Champaign was advanced to the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, by the procurement of King Richard his Uncle, who to corroborate his Election, by ſome Right of Succeſſion, married Iſabella the Widow of Conrade, and Daughter of Almerick King of Jeru­ſalem, [Page]he was a Prince valiant enough, but in regard his Reign was ſhort, and moſt of it ſpent in a Truce; he had not an op­portunity to expreſs it: He took more delight in the ſtyle of Prince of Tyre, then he did in that, of being King of Jeruſalem, as accounting it more honou­rable, to be Prince of what he had, then to be called King of what he injoyed not.
And now the Chriſtians promiſing them­ſelves abundance of Peace and Tranquility, began every where to build, and to beau­tifie their Habitations. The Templers fortified Gaza, and King Richard repair­ed and walled Ptolemais, Pomphyria, Jop­pa, and Askelon. But alaſs, this ſhort liv'd Proſperity like an Autumn Spring, came too late, and was gone too ſoon, to bring forth any mature Fruit: How­ever it was now agreed on by all parties, that they ſhould march immediately to­wards the City of Jeruſalem, which Holy and Sacred place, was the mark at which they all principally Aimed. And having pre­pared all things for the putting this re­ſolution into Practice: King Richard lead the Vant Guard of Engliſh, the Duke of Burgundy Commanded in the main Body o­ver his French, and James of Avergn with his Flemings, and Brabanters brought up the Rear. Saladine who underſtood by [Page]his Spies, the manner of their march, Serpent like bit them by the Heels, for not far from Bethlehem, he violently aſ­ſaulted the Rear of their Army; but the Engliſh and French ſuddenly Wheeling about, charged the Turks moſt furiouſly, and Emulation formerly, Poyſon, here proved a Cordial; every Chriſtian unanimouſly ſtriving, not only to Conquer their Ene­mies; but to overcome their Friends to, in the Honour of the Victory. And our Royal Pilgrim in this Battel was ſo ad­ventrous, and fought with ſuch invincible Courage, and Reſolution againſt thoſe Enemies of Chriſtianity, that his Valour brought his Judgment into queſtion, in regard he was more careleſs of himſelf, and expoſed his Perſon to greater danger, then beſeemed the prudence of a General; for having received a Wound, as tho' by loſing his Blood, he had received a new Addition to his Strength, he laid about him like a Mad-man, killing divers of the Infidels with his own hands. The Turks withſtood the Chriſtians force for a long time, and ſtrove hard to carry a­way the Honour of the Day; but were at laſt forced to give Ground, and leave the Chriſtians in the Poſſeſſion of the Vi­ctory, which they obtained with little or no loſs to themſelves, ſave James of A­vergn, [Page]who dyed here in the Bed of Ho­nour. But there were more Turks ſlain in this Battel, then there had been in any other for forty years before.
And had the Chriſtian improved this Victory, and marched immediately to Je­ruſalem, they might in all Probability have ſurprized it, whilſt the Turks were Blind-folded, and in a kind of a maze at this Prodigious overthrow: But the opportunity was wholly loſt by the back­wardneſs of King Richard and his Eng­liſh Soldiers, ſay the French Writers, whilſt others impute it, altogether to the Envy, and Emulation of the French, who rather choſe to have ſo Glorious an Action left undone, then to ſee it per­formed by the Engliſh, together with the Treachery of Odo Duke of Burgundy, who being more grieved for the loſs of his Credit, than careful to preſerve a good Conſcience, was choaked with the ſhame of the ſin which he had ſwallow­ed, and dyed for Grief, that his hold­ing Correſpondence with the Turks, came to be diſcovered: But moſt are of the Opinion, that Richard attempted not the taking of Jeruſalem, becauſe like a wiſe Architect, he intended to build his Vi­ctories, ſo as they might ſtand unſhaken, by ſecuring the Country all along as he [Page]went. It being Senſleſs and Imprudent to beſiege Jeruſalem an In-land City, whilſt the Turks were ſtill in Poſſeſſion of all the Sea-Ports, and other places of Strength thereabouts.
Sometime after this Victory, he inter­cepted divers Camels laden with very rich Commodities; thoſe Eaſtern Wars containing a great deal of Treaſure in a little Room. And yet of all this, and of all that abundance of Wealth of Eng­land, Sicily and Cyprus, which he brought hither, he carried nothing home, ſave only one Gold-Ring, all the reſt being melted away, and conſumed in this hot Service.
He ſpent the Winter at Askelon, and intended the following Spring to have gone to Jeruſalem, had not bad News out of Europe altered his reſolution, and put him in mind of returning home. William Biſhop of Ely, whom he had left his Vice-Roy in England, uſed many unſuffe­rable Inſolencies towards his Subjects: So hard and difficult a thing it is, for one of a mean and Contemptible Birth, to perſonate a King without going be­yond his Limits, and over Acting his part. And that which was yet worſe, his Brother John Earl of Morton, had conſpired with the French King to invade [Page]his Dominions. Which reports, and the concluding of this War, (a Subject not like­ly to anſwer the expence and Charge of of it; eſpecially, now the Venetians, Ge­noans, Piſans and Florentines were gone away with their Fleet; wiſely ſhrinking themſelves out of the Collar, when they found their Necks too much Galled with their hard imployment;) made him deſire a Peace of Saladine, who thereby finding, that he had all the Cords in his own hands, knew well enough how to play his Game, and make his beſt of thoſe Exigencies wherein he knew King Richard to be plunged; for he had thoſe about him, who had cunning and skill enough, to read in King Richards Face what griev­ed and perplexed his mind, and knew by his Spies every thing, that was worth Obſervation in the Engliſh Army. He offered therefore to Conſent, that a Truce ſhould be concluded on for three (ſome ſay five) years, upon condition that the Chriſtians would demoliſh all places which they had fortified ſince the tak­ing of Ptolemais, which was in Effect to be at the Charge of undoing all that they had hitherto done. But however ſuch was the urgency of King Richards occa­ſion, that he was glad to accept of thoſe hard Conditions, tho' he hated them at his Heart.
[Page]
And thus this great undertaking of thoſe two mighty and Warlike Kings, began with great Confidence, managed with much Courage, and attended with good Succeſs, ended, notwithſtanding with ſome Honour indeed to the under­takers, but no manner of Profit, either to themſelves, or the Chriſtian cauſe.
King Richard in this Voyage eternized his Memory, and to the Glory of the Engliſh Nation, render'd his Name ſo ter­rible to the Turks, that they were uſed to ſay to their Horſes when they ſtar­ted for fear, what doſt thou think King Richard is here? But Profit, neither he, nor the French King got any, both of them looſing the Hair of their Head in an acute diſeaſe, which ſaith, one Hiſto­rian was more then either of them got by the Voyage. And as for the poor Chriſtians in Syria, they left them in a far worſe Caſe than they found them.
But to refreſh the Readers Spirits a lit­tle, amidſt ſo many Miſeries and ſad Stories, I muſt not omit one thing that King Richard did in Paleſtine, which was no doubt, an abundant Compenſation for all the coſt and pains of his Journey: Which was his redeeming from the Turks for a great ſum of Money, a large Cheſt as much as four Men could lift, full of [Page]Holy Relicks, which precious Treaſure they had gotten from the Chriſtians, at the taking of Jeruſalem.
Richard the 2d. king of Englad. and Jerusalem

King Richard having now ſigned the Peace with Saladine, and thereby ended his Pilgrimage, took Shipping in Syria to return to his Kingdom; but meeting with a Storm on the Coaſt of Germany, [Page]he ſuffered Shipwrack, and therefore re­ſolved to travel through that Country by Land, as being his neareſt way home, with­out conſidering that the nearneſs of the way ought to have been meaſured, not ſo much by the ſhortneſs of it, as the ſafeneſs of it.
But however to prevent all danger, he diſguiſed himſelf, and pretended to be one Hugo a Merchant, whoſe only Com­modity was himſelf, whereof he made but a bad Bargain; for being diſcovered in Auſtria by his large Expences, which ſo far exceeded the degree of a Merchant, that his Hoſteſs detected him, and the common People flocking about him, uſed much Rudeneſs and Inſolence towards him. And being ſeized on by the Duke, who reſolved now to be revenged on him for the affront done him in Paleſtine; he ſold him to Henry the Emperor, who kept him in Bonds, Charging him with a Thouſand faults committed in Sicily, Cy­prus and Paleſtine, the Prooſs whereof were as ſlender as the Crime, were ſmall, ſo that Richard having an eloquent Tongue, an innocent Heart, and a bold Spirit, eaſily acquited himſelf of all thoſe furious Charges, in the Judgment of all that heard him. However before he could obtain his Liberty, he was forced to pay [Page]a Ranſom of an Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Marks Collen weight, which was in that age before the Indies had fill­ed thoſe Northern parts of the World, with Gold and Silver, ſo greata ſum that to raiſe it in England, they were forced to ſell all their Church Plate, and in lieu thereof for ſome Hundred years after, to Celebrate the Sacrament in Challices of Latten or Tin. After this Money Peter of Bloys (who had drank as deep of this Helicon, as any of that age,) ſent this Prayer, making an Apoſtrophe to the Emperor, or to the Duke of Auſtria, or to both together.
And now thou baſeſt Avarice,
 Drink till thy Belly burſt,
 Whil'ſt England powers large ſilver ſhowers,
 To Satiate thy thirst,
 And this we pray thy Money may
 And thou be like accurſt.

Part of this Ranſome being paid, and Hoſtages left for the ſecuring the reſt, he returned into England, having indured Eighteen Months Impriſonment. But the Duke was after this ſorely aflicted in his Dominions, by Fire and Famine, And in his Body by a Gangren, which ſeiſed on him with that Violence that he [Page]was forced to cut his leg off with his own hand, and died thereof; but before his death he fortified Vienna with a ſtrong Wall, which he cauſed to be built with this Money, and being in the time of his ſickneſs, troubled in conſcience for having been ſo Cruel to our King, he will­ed ſome Thouſand Crowns to be returned to him again.

CHAP. II.
The Death of Saladine. Diſcords among the Turks, the Death of Henry King of Jeruſalem, Almerick the Second Succeeds him. The Pilgrims divert their Arms from Paleſtine to Conſtantinople and Conquer the Grecian Empire.

NOT long after King Richards return out of Paleſtine, Saladine who had for ſixteen years together been the Terror of the Eaſt ended his life. He was a Prince fierce in fighting, and yet mild in Con­quering, and when he had his Enemies in his hands, delighted himſelf more in having the power, then he did in the Act of revenge; finding his life draw to a pe­riod, he Commanded thoſe about him to uſe no other Solemnities at his Funeral [Page]then a Black Cloth, which he ordered them to carry before him, and Proclaim that. Saladine Conqueror of the Eaſt had now nothing left of all his Conqueſt, but only this Black Shirt to attend him to his Grave.
He Left Nine (ſome ſay Twelve) Sons behind him who were all except one, Murthered by Saphradin their Uncle, whom Saladine made the overſeer of his Will, and he was not preſerved by his Uncles pity, but by the favour of ſome of his fathers Friends, his name being likewiſe Saph­radin Sultan of Aleppo. Whereupon there aroſe much Inteſtine difference among the Turks, during which time the Chriſtians injoyed their Truce with much quiet and ſecurity, only their peace was ſomewhat imbittered by the unfortunate death of King Henry, who fell (as he was walking in his. Palace to ſolace himſelf) out of a Window and brake his Neck.
After whoſe death Almerick Luſignan, Brother to King Guy, Marrying Iſabella, his Relict was in her right Crowned King of Jeruſalem. The Chriſtians in Syria promiſing themſelves much aid from his Iſle of Cyprus, of which he was alſo King, but he abandoning himſelf to eaſe and pleaſure, proved a worthleſs and an un­fortunate Prince.
[Page]
In his time Henry Emperor of Germany to make amends for his Cruelty againſt King Richard, and regain his Credit which was very much impaired thereby, ſet on foot an other Voyage to the Holy Land; Pope Celeſtine the third ſending his Legat about to promote it, by ſhewing how God himſelf had ſounded the Alarm in the diſſention of the Turks, and perſuad­ing them that Jeruſalem might now be recovered, with the blows of her adver­ſaries, only it was convenient to ſend an Army, not ſo much to Conquer it as to receive it. Henry Duke of Saxony was choſen General of the Pilgrims, who was acompanied by Frederick Duke of Auſtria, Hermand Landgrave of Thuringia, Henry Palatine of the Rhine, the Arch-biſhops of Ments and Wittenburgh, the Biſhops of Bream and Halberſtadt, and Regenſpurg, and divers other Prelates, ſo that it was an Epiſcopal Army, and one might there have truly ſeen the Church Militant.
In their paſſage through Greece they found better uſage then ſome of their Predeceſſors, and being conveyed from thence by Shiping into Syria, they preſent­ly brake the Truce made with the Turks by the King of England, being impowered ſo to do by a Diſpenſation from the Pope, who looked upon a peace Solemnly made [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]the Uſurper, and free his Father from his Miſerable Captivity. The Sold­iers were well enough pleaſed with the exchange of ſervice, for they knew well enough that in Paleſtine there was nothing to be got but Honour, and here they hoped to get both Honour and Spoil.
Wherefore ſetting ſaile from Jadera, they went directly to Conſtantinople, and after ſome few hot skirmiſhes eaſily took the City, whereupon Alexius the Uſurper, with his Wife, Whores and Treaſure, being fled away, blind Iſaac and his ſon Alexius were ſaluted Joynt Emperors; which brittle Honour was quickly broken, for the Old Emperor being now brought out of a cloſe pent Dungeon, into the o­pen Air died ſoon after, and his Son was thereupon Villainouſly ſtrangled by Alexi­us Ducas, a man of baſe Parentage, who was in a tumultuous manner choſen Em­peror by the People, but growing proud upon his being thus advanced to the Imperial Throne, he gave ſome affronts to the Latins, who ſtill lay in their Ships before Conſtantinople, whereupon they aſ­ſaulted the City again the Second time, and taking it by main force plundered all the inhabitants, Raviſhing the Women, and uſing a Thouſand Inſolencies, where­in the very Sanctuaries needed Sanctu­aries [Page]to defend them, from the violence of the inraged Soldiers.
And the Latines having thus Poſſeſſed themſelves of Conſtantinople, within twelve Months conquered all the Grecian Empire except Adrinople, and divided it among themſelves. Making Baldwine Earl of Flanders Emperor of Grecia, Boniface Marquiſs of Montferrat, King of Theſſaly, and Geoffrey a French Noble man Prince of Achaia, and Duke of Athens. And the Venetians got many rich Iſlands in the Egean and Ionian Seas. And Thomas Mau­crocenus was Elected the firſt Latine Pa­triarch of Conſtantinople.

CHAP. III.
The Holy War turned upon the Albigenſes.

THe Pope having lately diverted the Holy War, and turned it upon the Grecian, liked the Succeſs of it ſo well, that he afterwards made a common Trade of it, for having about two years after, procured the Levying a great Army, for the Holy War, he ſent them againſt the Albingenſes in France: Who being ac­counted [Page] Hereticks by his Holineſs, he re­ſolved to deſtroy them without Mercy. That pretended Shepherd of the Church, knowing no other way to bring home wandring Sheep, then by worrying them to Death; for the promoting which Pi­ous Work, he promiſed all thoſe who would undertake it, the ſame Pardon, and Indulgences, as to them that went to Conquer the Holy-Land. And the better to perſwade People to undertake it, he only requeſts their Aid for forty days, hoping to have eaten up thoſe deſpiſed Hereticks at a mouthful. Tho' therein he found himſelf miſtaken, for they found him, and his Succeſſor work enough for fifty years together. However in regard, the Seat of the War was nearer, the Service ſhorter, and the Wages the ſame with the Voyage into Paleſtine; many en­tred themſelves for this imploy, & neglect­ed the other: The chief whereof were the Duke of Burgundy, the Earls of Nevers, St. Paul Auxierne, Geneva, Poictiers, and Montfort. And of Church-Men, Milo the Popes Legate, the Arch-Biſhops of Sens, and Roven the Biſhop of Clearmort, Ne­vers Charters, Baguex and many more, every Biſhop with the Pilgrims of his own Jurisdiction. Their work was to deſtroy the Albingenſes, which were in [Page]great numbers in Daulphine Province, and other parts of France, and to Root out all their Friends and Favourers, or ſuſ­pected to be ſo.
Pope Innocent the Third, having ga­thered together an Army of an hundred thouſand Pilgrims; Sackt the Cities of Beſiers and Carcaſſone, deſtroying many Papiſts among the Albingenſes, and cutting the Prieſts themſelves in pieces, even in their Prieſtly Ornaments. After which Simon Earl of Monfort, was made Gene­ral of the Pilgrims, who had been hither­to Commanded by Milo the Popes Legate, which made the Earls of Fayl, Tholouſe, and Cammurge, with the Prince of Berne, who were the Patrons of the Albingenſes, to ſhelter themſelves under Peter King of Aragon, whoſe Homagers they were. One great Inconvenience ever attended that Army of Pilgrims, for ſo ſoon as ever their forty days were expired, in regard it was the full time ſet them by the Pope, to merit Paradiſe in, they would not ſtay a Night longer, leaſt peradventure hav­ing purchaſed Heaven, they might by conti­nuing longer in the Service, be put into the Poſſeſſion of it ſooner then they were will­ing, which being obſerved by the King of Aragon; and that between the going out of the Old, and the coming in of the New [Page]ſtore of Pilgrims; there was uſually a very low ebb, and their Army was al­moſt dwindled to nothing, he took the Earl of Monfort at the advantage before he was re-inforced with new Pilgrims, and gave him Battel, when he had not above two thouſand two hundred Men left himſelf, having an Army of thirty thouſand Foot, and ſeven thouſand Horſe; which made him ſo over-Confident of Victory, that out of Pride and Vanity, he expoſed his Perſon ſo openly at the Head of the Army, that he did as it were invite his Enemies Arrows to hit ſo fair a Mark, by which he was ſo mortally Wounded, that he fell from his Horſe, and with his Body ſunk the Hearts of his Soldiers, who all preſently run away; Simon purſuing them to the very Gates of Thou­loſe, and killing many thouſands of them.
Yet in a few years, the Face of this War was Changed, for young Reimund Earl of Thouloſe, exceeding his Father both in Valour and Succeſs, re-gained in a few Months what Simon and his Pilgrims had been many years in Conquering. And at laſt Simon as he laid Siege to Tholoſe, had his Head ſhot off from his Body by a ſtone, which a Woman let fly out of an Engine from the City wall.
In whoſe Death, the raging ſtorm of [Page]open War againſt thoſe Albingenſes, ended. In the proſecution, whereof Three Hun­dred Thouſand Craiſed Pilgrims had with­in the compaſs of fifteen years loſt their lives, ſo that there was not a City or Village in France, but what had in it ſome Widows or Orphans, to curſe the Pro­moters of this Expedition; but tho' the great ſtorm was over, yet many great drops feil upon them afterwards, the Pope being ſtill ſtiring up one or other to mo­leſt them.

CHAP. IV.
King Almerick Depoſed by the Pope. John Bren ſucceeds him, the ſeat of the War removed to Egypt with various ſucceſs.

HAving followed this Holy War into France; and obſerved its ſeveral ſteps among the Albingenſes, we will now re­turne with ita gain into Palestine, where we find the Floud of Pilgrims run very low, in regard the Pope had diverted the ſtream, and as for King Almerick we find him as we left him, drowning his cares in Wine without once concerning [Page]Church was a Patriarchal Seat for man [...] hundred years after.
Before this City the Pilgrims Army ſat down, and cloſely beſieged it: But th [...] Turks within making a vigorous Defend under Auxianus their Governour, fruſtrate their expectations of forcing the Tow [...] as ſoon as they appeared before it;  [...] the Siege grew very long, and Proviſion very ſhort in the Chriſtians Cam [...] which made Peter the Hermite, no [...] withſtanding his pretended Delegation t [...] manage this War on the behalf of Chriſ [...] run away; but being purſued an [...] brought back again, was bound by a new Oath to proſecute the War. Howev [...] at length one within the City, of who Name and Religion Authors cannot agr [...] (ſome making him a Turk, others. Chriſtian; ſome call him by one name and ſome by another) in the dead of th [...] night betrayed the City to Boemun [...] whereupon the Pilgrims entred in, a [...] being highly exaſperated by the leng [...] of the Seige, they ſo remembred th [...] miſeries they had endured, that they fo [...] got all pity and moderation, killing a [...] ſlaying promiſcuouſly Chriſtians  [...] and all that came to hand  [...].
The Town was offered  [...] Emperour, but he refuſed  [...] out of [Page]ſuſpicion, that there was ſome deceit in the tender, it being common with ill men to meaſure other mens minds by the crooked rule of their own, whereupon it was given to Boemund. But not­withſtanding the dearneſs of the purchaſe, it was not long injoyed in quiet, for Cor­boran the Turkiſh General came with a vaſt Army of Perſian Souldiers and be­ſieged them in the City, ſo that they were greatly diſtreſt between hunger within and their enemies without, which made many of them to ſteal away out of the City; whereat the reſt no whit diſcouraged, accounting the loſs of Cowards the gain of an Army, bravely re­ſolved rather to ſell their lives by whole­ſale, on the point of the Sword, than to retail them out by famine, who is the worſt of Tyrants. And to haſten the putting this generous reſolution into practice, they happened to find in the Church of St. Peter a certain Lance which they were made to believe was the very ſame Lance, wherewith our Saviours ſide was pierced by the Souldier, whereat they greatly rejoyced; As though this military relique had by wounding of Chriſt been indued with a certain vertue of wounding and de­ſtroying his Enemies, and carried with it [Page]Reign of King Almerick, to the great annoyance of the Chriſtians, but tho' they were unſucceſsful in this ſiege, yet King John was more fortunate in taking the Caſtle of Pilgrims, a piece of great ſtrength on the Sea ſide.
Whereupon it was reſolved on to tranſ­late the War into Egypt, in hope to diſcourage the Egyptians by the Invaſion, and ruine of their Country; and there­fore Hoiſting Sail, they came before Da­miata a chief Haven of Egypt, lying on the Eaſt ſide of the River Nilus, In the ſiege whereof they had four difficulties to en­counter with, beſides the City it ſelf, firſt with a great Chain that lay a croſs the Harbor which with indefatigable pains and Induſtry mingled with Art they break aſunder. Secondly the River Nilus which now ſuddenly, and unexpectedly over­flowed, and drowned the whole Country, ſo that the Fiſh came ſwimming into the Christians Tents, and againſt which miſ­chief they had no other defence but Pray­er, and a publick Faſt enjoyned by the Legate, upon which the water abated, and a Publick Thankſgiving thereupon injoyned, that ſo the mercy obtained by Prayer might be kept by Praiſe. Thirdly, they were to grapple with the Fort of Pharria, A ſeeming Impregnable [Page]Piece between them and Damiata; for the taking whereof they built a Tower on Ships, which falling down killed and wounded many of the Pilgrims: and thoſe who had the good hap to eſcape the blow, were notwithſtanding terrified by the fright which the fall occaſioned a­mong them, but King John comforted his Soldiers, and deſired them not to be diſcouraged at a thing which was purely accidental, and againſt which there could be no guard or defence by any rules of Wiſdom or Valour, but immediately ad­dreſs themſelves to the Raiſing one more ſubſtantial, by his direction and advice, which was when finiſhed the rarieſt piece in that kind, that ever the world ſaw, by means whereof after many bloody af­faults they Conquered the Fort.
And the fourth and wonſt enemy they had to do withal, was Meladine King of Egypt who lay near them with a great Army, Conſtantly furniſhing the City with Men and Victuals, and excerciſing them with continual Skirmiſhes, in one whereof he did them abundance of harm with his Wild fire, whereby King John himſelf was dangerouſly Scorched, but at laſt ſeeing that the Chriſtians hewed their way through all thoſe Rocks of difficulties, he propounded a Peace to them, [Page]by the mediation of his Brother Coradine King of Damalcus, wherein he offered, that if they would depart out of Egypt, he would reſtore them the Croſs, the City of Jeruſalem, and all the Land of Paleſtine.
The Engliſh, French, and Italians were willing to imbrace ſo large an offer, but the Legate would no ways conſent, alledging that the Voyage was undertaken not for the recovery of Paleſtine only, but for the ex­tirpation of the Mahometan Religion, it be­ing for his Maſters Intereſt to keep that War always on foot: Which refuſal ſo in­raged Coradine, that he beat down the Walls of Jeruſalem, and all the Beautifull Buildings therein, ſave only the Tower of David, and the Temple of the Sepulcher.
However the ſiege of Damiata went on, and was at length taken by the Chriſti­ans without reſiſtance; moſt of thoſe that ſhould have defended it being either ſlain, or dead with the Famine or Plague, ſo that the Chriſtians who inraged with the length of the ſiege, entred with a reſolution to kill all, had their fury ſoon melted into pitty, by beholding the ſtreets every where ſtrewed with dead Corps, ſo that of threeſcore and ten Thouſand there was now but one thouſand remain'd alive, who were all pardoned by the Conquerors; upon Condition that they [Page]would cleanſe the City, which they were three Months in performing.
Great was the ſpoil, the Pilgrims found in Damiata, being as it were a ſtrong barred Cheſt, wherein the Merchants of Egypt and India had as they imagined, ſafely Locked up all their Treaſures, which detained them there a full year, being moſt of them Content to make that Inn their home; during which time, the Pope ordered John de Columna a Car­dinal, to reſide there, as his Legate in the place of Pelagius.

CHAP. V.
Diſcords between the King of Jeruſalem' and the new Legate. The miſerable Effects thereof, John reſigns his Kingdom to Frederick Emperor of Germany.

NOt long after, the Arrival of this new Legate, there aroſe a great di­ference between him and the King of Jeruſalem, in regard he Challenged Dami­atia for his Holineſs, which had at the taking of it by publick Agreement been aſſigned to the King: Whereupon Bren in anger returned to Ptolomais, as well to puff out his diſcontent in private, as [Page]to teach the Chriſtians his worth by their want of him, who preſently after his de­parture found themſelves at ſo great a loſs, that they were neither able to ſtand ſtill without diſgrace, nor proceed in the War without danger. The Legate commanded them to march, but he found they had too great a Spirit to be ruled by a Church­man; for they ſwore they would not ſtir one ſtep, unleſs the King were with them: So that the Legate was fain to ſend Meſſengers to intreat his return to the Army, which at laſt he Conſented to, by the perſwaſion of the Meſſengers, and a promiſe of having Damatia according to the firſt Agreement.
But no ſooner was the King and the Legate met again, after eight Months ab­ſence, but new Diviſions were ſtarted be­tween them. The Legate perſwaded the Army to march up, and beſiege Grand Cairo; aſſuring them, that they might thereby quickly command all Egypt: God having as he pretended, opened them ſuch a door of victory, that they might eaſily enter into Poſſeſſion of their Enemies Country, if they did not bar it up by their own Idleneſs.
But the King oppoſed it, and adviſed them to return again into Syria, in re­gard that City was difficult to take, and [Page]impoſſible to keep, the Ground whereon they were to march was altogether as Treacherous as the People, againſt whom they were to fight; ſo that it was bet­ter for them, now to retire with Ho­nour, then hereafter to fly with ſhame. But the Legate perſiſting in his reſolu­tion, thundred out Excommunications a­gainſt all thoſe who refuſed to go for­wards; therefore they muſt needs go, when the Devil drove them.
Whereupon the crafty Egyptians, whoſe flight was more to be feared, then their fight; ſeeing the Chriſtians advance, pre­tended to fly before them, the better to draw them into the Snare. But the Le­gate fancying, that the pretended flight was the Effect of their Cowardize and Fear, hugged himſelf in his own Imagi­nary Happineſs, and highly applauded his Sagacity, in giving that Succeſsful advice, tho' he quickly found his Joy tur­ned into Sorrow.
For Egypt being a low level Ground, through the midſt whereof runs the Ri­ver Nilus; whoſe ſtream the Egyptians had by their Induſtry, ſo bridled with Banks and Sluces, that they could eaſily Command it, to be their own Servant, and their Enemies Maſter. And therefore, when the Chriſtians had Confidently march­ed [Page]on without the leaſt Suſpicion, till it was impoſſible for them, either to retire or be relieved; the Turks pierced their Banks, and let the River run open mouthed upon them, yet ſo, as they only drowned them up to the middle, reſerving their Lives for the Ranſome of Damatia.
So that there you might have the Land of Egypt, in an inſtant turned into a Sea; and an Army of ſixty thouſand, as the Neck of one Man ſtreached on the Block, and expecting the fatal blow; every one Curſed the Legate, and blamed their own folly, in complying with the Advice of a Clergy­man, and neglecting that of a King. But it was now too late, to complain; and they muſt bear with Patience the Miſery, which they had brought upon themſelves by their own Raſhneſs.
Meladine King of Egypt, ſeeing the de­plorable Miſery of thoſe drowned Chri­ſtians, and the Conſtancy, and Patience wherewith they indured their Calamity, was moved with Compaſſion towards them; being himſelf as was thought, ſomewhat inclined to ibrace the Chri­ſtian Religion, and offered them their Lives upon condition, that they would quit the Country and reſtore Dami­ata. They glady accepted the conditions, and preſently diſpatched Meſſengers to the [Page]City, to prepare them for the Surrender­ing of it, but they within the City being themſelves ſafe on the ſhore, knew not how to ſimpathiſe with their Poor Brethren in Shipwrack, and therefore told the Meſſengers that thoſe drowned Pil­grims deſerved no pity, in regard they had invited this miſery upon themſelves by their own raſhneſs, and that if they yield­ed up this City for nothing, which coſt ſo many Lives, they ſhould thereby expoſe themſelves to the deriſion of the whole World; that if thoſe Pilgrims periſhed, more might be had, but no more Dama­ta's, it being a place of ſuch Importance that it would always be a curb to the excurſions of the Egyptian King, but how­ever thoſe poor diſtreſſed wretches had ſome friends in the City, who confeſſed that the Voyage was indeed undertaken unadviſedly, and was juſtly to be blamed, but yet pleaded that worſe and more in­conſiderate projects had ſome times been undertaken by others, and when they have been Crowned with Succeſs, have paſſed un­queſtioned, and ſo they ſuppoſed would this have done, had it Succeeded, and that therefore it was moſt unreaſonable to add miſery to the miſerable, beſeeching them to pity their Brethren, and not leave them in that forlorn ſtate.
[Page]
But finding their arguments to avail little, they betook themſelves to their Arms, reſolving to force the adverſe par­ty to reſign the City, and King John who of all others had the leaſt reaſon to pity them, in regard their project was whol­ly againſt his advice, was notwithſtanding ſo touched with a ſence of their calamity, that he generouſly threatned in caſe they refuſed to ſurrender it, to give Meladine, Ptolemais in Syria, in the ſtead of it, where­upon they conſented, and Damiata was reſtored to the Turks, and the Legate and his Army let out of the trap wherein they were taken, Meladine out of his Princely goodneſs furniſhing them with Victuals, and Horſes to carry their feeble perſons upon, and thus the Chriſtians received an overthrow without a wound, and the Turks obtained an abſolute Victory with­out Blood.
And there being at this time, beſides the agreement for the Exchange of Da­miata, a Peace made with the Turks for eight years, whereby things were ſetled in Syria, King John took a Journey to Rome, where he was Honourably entertained by the Pope; And ſhortly after tho' for what reaſon I cannot find, he reſign­ed the Kingdom of Jeruſalem to Frode­rick, the ſecond Emperour of Germany, up­on [Page]condition that he ſhould marry Jole the only Daughter of King John, by his firſt Wife, altho' by a ſecond Wife he had another named Martha, Marryed to Robert Emperour of Greece, ſo that by Marriage he was now become Father to both the Emperours of the East and West.
Fred ye 2d. Empr. of Germani and K. of Jerusalem
F. H. Van. Houe. Sculp.
[Page]
Some condemn his reſignation as an un­adviſed Act, and conclude that if he had not firſt parted with his wits he would never have parted ſo freely with his Kingdom. But others on the contrary commend it, as a Wiſe and Conſiderate Action, and give us thoſe reaſons to prove it. Firſt, his Wife was dead, by whoſe Right he held his Kingdom. Secondly he knew the Turks power to Invade it, and his own weakneſs to defend it. Third­ly, before his reſignation, he had little left but the bare Title, and after it he had nothing leſs; it being ſo cuſtomary for all men to ſalute him by the name of King of Jeruſalem, that he was called ſo to his dying day. Fourthly he there­by provided better for his Daughter, then otherwiſe he could in all proba­bility have done. And Laſtly becauſe he got more after the ſurrender, then he did before, for in England he received many great preſents from Henry the Third; In France, beſides rich gifts left to himſelf he had the managing of 60000 Crowns, left by Phillip Auguſtus the French King, to the Templars, for the carrying on the Holy War. In Spain he got a rich Wife, Beringaria the Daughter of the King of Castile, and in Italy he taſted largely of the Popes liberality, lived there in great [Page]plenty, but at laſt Perfidiouſly raiſing Rebellion againſt the Emperour of Germ­any, his Son in Law, at the Inſtigation of the Pope, he loſt the General Eſteem of moſt men, and went off the ſtage with­out Applauſe.
Fredericks Nuptials with the Lady Jole, was ſolemnized at Rome in the preſence of the Pope, with all the Ceremonies of Majeſty imaginable, and he ingaged him­ſelf by promiſe, that he would within two years proſecute his Title in Paleſtine, but by Diſcords and Jealouſies between the Pope and him; he was much longer before he got things in readineſs to march, and when he was on his way to Paleſtine, the Plague ſeized on his Army at Brindiſi in Italy, where he likewiſe was ſhortly after Viſited with a deſperate fit of ſickneſs which ſtayed his Journey for many Months.
It went againſt the grain with the Pope to have the Emperor ſo near him, and therefore he Excommunicated him a­freſh, (having done it divers times be­fore,) pretending his ſickneſs was only the Cramp of Lazineſs, and charging him with the unjuſt ſeizing on the goods of Lewis Lantgrave of Thuringia, who died a little before in the Camp, The Em­perour proteſted his innocency and ac­cuſed [Page]the Pope of injuſtice, offering for the proof of it to put himſelf on the try­al of all Chriſtian Princes. However at laſt health came, and Frederick departed with his Fleet for the Holy Land, where­a [...] the Pope who was neither well full nor faſting ſtormed exceedingly, and be libel'd him more then ever, becauſe he had for­ſooth departed without his Fathers Bleſ­ſing, or being Abſolved and Reconciled to his Mother the Church.
But we may obſerve that Gods Bleſſing often times goes along with the Popes curſ­es, for the Fame of Fredericks Valour and his Virgin Fortune, never yet ſtained with ill Succeſs, haſtning like an Harbinger be­fore perpared Victory to entertain him at his arrval there, This Emperor Swifter then Caeſar himſelf, overcame before he came to Paleſtine; ſo that Coradine being dead and his Children in their Minority, the Sultan of Babylon who was then of greateſt Authority among the Turks, and Governed Syria, offered him what he could never have expected, viz. To reſtore him Jeruſalem, and all Paleſtine in as full and ample a manner as it was enjoyed by Baldwine the Fourth, before it was Conquered by S [...]ladine, and to releaſe all Chriſtian Priſoners upon condition that the Turks might be permitted in ſmall num­bers [Page]to have acceſs to the Sepulcher, they likewiſe having ſome Knowledg off, and ſome kind of Veneration for Chriſt.
Before Frederick would ratifie any thing by Oath he ſent to have the Popes appro­bation, but hearing that he had Impriſon­ed his Meſſengers and in a moſt contemptu­ous manner torn his Letters, he concluded a Truce with the Sultan for Ten years without the Popes conſent, and entering on Eaſter-day Triumphantly into Jeruſa­lem, he Crowned himſelf King with his own hands, for the Patriarch, the Maſter of the Templars, and all the Clergy ab­ſented themſelves, neither was there any Maſs Sung in the City, ſo long as the Emperor ſtaid there, becauſe he was Ex­communicated.
And thus by the Valour and Policy of Frederick, was the Holy Land recovered without blood, which had been for many years before attempted without ſucceſs, and the affairs of Palestine brought into a good condition, & rendered capable of im­proving, had not the Pope ruined all by forcing the Emperor to return ſooner then he intended to ſupreſs the Rebellion, which the Pope had cauſed John Bren to raiſe againſt him at home, At his departure he appointed Reinoldus Duke of Bavaria to be his Lieutenant in Syria, who wiſely [Page]diſcharged his Office, and preſerved the Peace intire, which was concluded with the Sultan of Babylon, although the Temp­  [...]ars endeavoured to bring that Ten years Truce to an untimely end, it being an in­ſufferable thing with them to faſt from Fighting, which was Meat and Drink to their Turbulent Spirits, Condemning him for his want of Zeal in the Holy War, and giving him many a lift to heave him from his place, but ſtill he ſate ſure nor was he much troubled at the envy of Henry King of Cyprus who challenged the princi­pality of Antioch, as next of kin the laſt deceaſed Prince; for the Duke met him and defeated him in battle, and gave that Principality to Frederick, baſe Son to the Emperor.
But that which kept both Turks and Chriſtians in awe, and made them the more carefull to obſerve the Truce, was their mutual fear of the Tartars, a fierce People which at this time took their firſt flight out of their own neſt into the Neighbour­ing Countries, they were anciently called Scythians, and Inhabited the Northern parts of Aſia a country never Conquered by any of the Monarchs, being priviledged from their Victorious Arms by its own barren­neſs, which was the reaſon why after they had made ſeveral incurſions into Europe, [Page]and the leſſer Aſia, they found it ſo ſweet that they cared not to return home.
They were by their multitudes and ferce­neſs become ſo formidable that the Pope himſelf began to fear them in Italy, to pre­vent which he ſent Askelin a Frier much famed in thoſe days, and three others to Convert them to the Christian Religion, who inſtead of inſtructing them the Rudi­ments of Chriſtianity, acquainted them with the greatneſs and power of the Pope, who was as he told them, exalted above all the Princes of Europe, but Baiothnoi Chief Cap­tain of the Tartarian Army (for they were not admitted to the Great Cham himſelf) crying quits with this Frier, outvyed him in diſcribing his Cham, whoſe great­neſs and Divinity he affirmed to exceed that of the Popes, and ſent him back with a blunt Letter, which he concluded thus, If thou wilt ſet upon our Land and Inherit­ance, it behoveth that Thou Pope in thy proper Perſon come unto us, and that Thou come to him who containeth the Face of the Whole Earth, meaning their Great Cham.
Never did his Holineſs ſo meet with his match before, however he loved his Flock in Europe too well to run the hazard of loſing them by a long Journey into Tarta­ria, and ſo the Converſion of the Tartari­ans was neglected.
[Page]
About this time likewiſe the Grecian Emperour, who had been now near ſixty years confined to the Citys of Nice and Adrianople, only recovered every foot of Land that the Latins had won from the Greeks, after it had been enjoyed by five Succeſive Latine Emperours, except what was enjoyed by the Venetians, who kept Candia, till lately wreſted from them by the Turks, & preſently after the Greek Church wholly caſt of their ſubjection to the Pope, and declared the Patriarch of Conſtantinople to be abſolute of himſelf, without having any dependency on Rome, the occaſion of their diſavowing the Popes Authority was this Germanus, being upon this new revolution of the Grecian Empire, choſen Patriarch of Constantinople, a certain Arch­biſhop preferred by him, went to Rome, there to have his confirmation, but finding that Court ſo unreaſonable in their demands of Fees, that it would weaken him to be confirmed, and ſhake his Eſtate to ſettle him in his Biſhoprick, he returned again without confirmation, but with ſo great an outcry upon the Extortion of Rome, that the Patriarch and the whole Clergy for ever after threw off the Popes heavy Yoke, which they were no longer able to bear.
His Holineſs ſtormed exceedingly at this [Page]loſs, and therefore diſpairing to reduce them by fair means, proclaimed open War againſt them, and reſolved to ſend an Army of Croſſed Soldiers againſt thoſe Schiſmatical Grecians, as he had formerly done againſt the Albigenſes: It being cu­ſtomary with that imperious Prelate, to make uſe of the Secular Power, as his Hang-man, to execute thoſe whom he ſhall pleaſe to condemn. But his Commands were herein but little regarded, very few Volunteers entering themſelves for this Service, and moſt men entertaining a Reli­gious Horror and Deteſtation of ſo odious an Imployment.
This irrepairable rent and diviſion be­tween the two Churches was very advan­tagious to the Turks, and a greath in­derance to the Holy War; for the Greeks in Syria, who had hitherto lived in ſome kind of friendly correſpondency with the Latins, differing indeed in Judgment, but complying in Affections, and uniting againſt the Turk, the common Enemy of both, began now to conceive ſo great a hatered for the Latins, that they wiſhed the Turk, from whom they expected fair Quarter, the free Exerciſe of their Religion, and a ſecure dwelling in any City, for pay­ing a ſet Tribute, might conquer rather than their fellow Chriſtians, from whom [Page]they expected nothing but a forcing of their Conſcience, and the bringing their Souls into ſubjection to the Popes Supre­macy; and therefore from thence for­ward, never lent a helping hand to that War.

CHAP. VI.
The Voyage of Theobald, Kingof Navarre; Of Robert Earl of Cornwall. Jeruſalem taken by the Coraſines.

THe Ten Years Truce made by Frede­rick, being ended, he ordered Rei­nold, his Vice-Roy, to conclude another, for the ſame term of years; which, tho' honourable enough, and without any other fault, than Frederick's having made it, yet the Templars would not indure it, pre­tending, that it was a great Indignity to the Chriſtians, for the Turks to have acceſs to the Sepulchre. And Pope Gregory, to deſpite the Emperour, commanded his Trumpeters, the Dominican and Franciſ­can Fryers, to ſound a freſh Alarum to the Holy War; who amplifying, with their Rhetorick, the Calamity of the Chriſtians, [Page]the Tyranny of the Turks, the Merit of the Cauſe, and the Probability of Succeſs, prevailed with many to undertake the Voyage; the principal whereof was, Theobald, King of Navarre; Almerick, Earl of Montfort; Henry, Earl of Cham­paigne; Peter, Earl of Bretaigne; who having no Ships, were forced to march with their Armies by Land, through Gre­cia, where they were entertained, as others had been before them, with Trea­chery, Famine, and all the Miſeries that could attend an unfortunate Army; inſo­much, that none ever after adventured to go that way into the Holy Land.
But having paſſed the Boſporus, they marched to Antioch, being more than half of them deſtroyed by the Turks in their paſſage thither, and the reſt miſerably weaken'd and almoſt dead with ſickneſs and famine. However, after they had for ſometime refreſhed themſelves there, the Templars conducted them to Gaza, where they fell to ſpoiling and foraging the Sul­tan's Country, aſſaulting no place of ſtrength, but only poor Villages, who thought themſelves ſufficiently walled by the Truce. But as they were returning home, laden with Treaſure, the Turks in great numbers fell upon them near Gaza; where, after a bloody fight, wherein the [Page] Chriſtians behaved themſelves with ſo much bravery, that they were rather killed than conquered, they were utterly overthrown; Earl Henry being ſlain, Almerick taken priſoner, and the King of Navarre forced to ſave himſelf by the ſwiftneſs of his Spaniſh Gennet.
In the mean while, the other Chriſtians looked on and ſaw their Brethren ſlaugh­tered before their faces, without being able to help them, in regard their hands were tyed by the Truce; and Reinoldus charged them not to infringe the Peace made with the Sultan. As for the King of Navarre, he ſtole home with as much fecreſie as poſſible, being greatly aſhamed, that his Voyage, from which ſo much was ex­pected, had effected nothing, but the ruin of its undertakers.
Fifteen days after his departure, Richard, Earl of Cornwall, and Brother to King Henry the Third, landed at Ptolemais, ac­companied by Theodoricus, Lord Prior of the Engliſh Hoſpitallers, divers Barons, and an Army of brave and well-appointed Soldiers, where he was joyfully received, eſpecially by the Clergy, who Sang at his arrival, Bleſſed is he who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
This Prince was our Engliſh Croeſus, and the Tinn-Mines in Cornwall were his Indies [Page]that inriched him, ſo that England never had a poorer King, and a richer Subject, than thoſe two Brothers. When he was got as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the the Pope ſent his Legate, to command him back, and forbid his proceeding any far­ther in his Voyage. Whereat our He­roick Pilgrim was ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, that the Pope ſhould ſo ſolemnly ſummon, and then as ſuddenly diſcharge his Holy Souldiers, as tho' he deſigned only to de­lude peoples devotions with falſe alarums. However, having vowed the Voyage, and his Honour and Treaſure being ingaged therein, he reſolved that his Holineſs ſhould not with a breath blaſt his generous Re­ſolutions, but went forward, notwith­ſtanding this Command to the con­trary.
The Sultans in Syria, hearing of his ar­rival, offered him Peace; but whilſt he was treating of it, he fortified Askelon, which was the beſt Harbour in all Syria, and beautified it with Marble and Statues, cauſed the Chriſtians, killed at the late Battel of Gaza, to be decently buried, and gave a Prieſt an yearly Salary, to Pray for their Souls: ſo that the living being much taken with his kindneſs to the dead, he thereby purchaſed as much love and honour, as tho' he had ſlain ſo many [Page] Turks. And having at laſt concluded a Peace with the Sultans for Ten Years; wherein it was agreed, That all Chriſtian Captives ſhould be releaſed, ſeveral Forts reſtored, and things reduced to the ſame ſtate they were at the firſt Peace made with Frederick the Emperour. He returned home with abundance of Honour, Ha­ving, ſays the Hiſtorian, compelled thoſe In­fidels to offer Terms of Peace, without offering them any other violence, than ſhewing his Sword in the Scabbard, without ever drawing it. And indeed ſuch was the general eſteem which he obtained by his Succeſs in this Voyage, that he afterwards bid fair for the Imperial Crown of Germany.
Not long after the Earls return, died Reinoldus, Frederick's Lieutenant in Syria, in whoſe Grave was buried all the Happi­neſs and Glory of the Chriſtians in Pale­ſtine. For now the lawleſs Templars would obſerve no other Rule than their own Will, and the inundation of the rude Tar­tars, having, maugre all oppoſition, run over all the North of Aſia, and forced many Nations to forſake their ancient Ha­bitations; among whom was a certain People, called Coraſine, who being thus unkennelled, had recourſe to the Sultan of Babylon, deſiring him to give them a place to live in. The Sultan, who was free [Page]enough of that which was none of his own, frankly gave them all the Land that the Chriſtians held in Syria, upon condition, that they would conquer it; which he told them was eaſie to do, in regard the People were few and weak, and the Coun­try rich and fruitful.
The Coraſines being thus animated by the by the Sultan, came with their Wives and Children and their whole Houſholds into Syria, to win Houſes and Land for them there. And finding the City of Jeruſalem unguarded, and without the leaſt ſuſpi­tion of an Enemy, eaſily ſurprized it, and entered without reſiſtance. Many of the Chriſtians thereupon flying out of the City with their Wives and Families, took their courſe towards Joppa, but unfor­tunately looking back, and ſeeing their own Enſigns advanced on the Walls, were ſo infatuated as to go back to the City again, upon a confute, that their fellows had beaten the Coraſines, and by thoſe Banners, invited them to return, where­by they were every Mother's Child of them ſlain.
Things being brought to this paſs in Syria, a deſperate Diſeaſe muſt have a deſperate Remedy, whereupon the Chri­ſtians clapt up a haſty Peace with the two Sultans of Damaſcus and Cracci, between [Page]whom, and the Sultan of Babylon, there was at that time ſome diſcord. And ſwearing them to be faithful, borrowed an Army of their Forces, to aſſiſt them in taking vengeance on the Coraſines. Robert, Pa­triarch of Jeruſalem, was the chief Com­mander, and St. Luke's day the time agreed on for this fatal Battel, which was fought on a Plain near Tyberius. But the two Armies were no ſooner joyned, but the Turks, who were placed in the front of the Battel, ran over to the Enemy, or at leaſt fled through cowardize, ſo that the Chriſtians being over-powered in num­ber, though they made a great ſlaughter of their Enemies, were at laſt utterly overthrown, and moſt of them ſlain, there eſcaping no more, but Three of the Teutonick Order, Eighteen Templers, and Nineteen Hoſpitallers, beſides the Patriarch; who ſays of himſelf, That God, accounting him unwortby of Martyrdom, permitted him to eſcape among the rest. The Corafines im­proving this Victory, won all from the Chriſtians, except Tyre, Ptolemais, and An­tioch, with a few Forts.
So that the Chriſtians were beaten by a beaten People, who ſhortly after falling out with the Sultan of Babylon, were by him wholly routed out, ſo as none of their Name remained. And it is very obſer­vable, [Page]that all Hiſtorians, both before and after this time, are wholly ſilent concern­ing them; whereby it ſeems, as tho' God had created this People to puniſh the Chri­ſtian, and as ſoon as they had done their work, annihilated them again.

CHAP. VII.
The French King's Voyage into Paleſtine: He carries the War into Egypt again: Damiata taken the ſecond time, but after­wards exchanged for King Lewis.

ABout two years after this overthrow, Lewis the Ninth of that Name, King of France, arrived in Paleſtine, to aſſiſt the Chriſtians, in recovering what they had loſt. That which moved him to under­take this Voyage, was his recovering of a deſperate fit of ſickneſs, upon the appli­cation of a Piece of the Croſs. He was accompanied therein, beſides three of his own Brothers, and divers of the French Nobility, by William Longſpath, Earl of Shrewsbury, with a brave company of va­liant Engliſh Soldiers. When he came to Cyprus, he was met by an Embaſſadour [Page]from a great Tartarian Prince, who in vited, by the fame of his Piety, acquainted him with his deſign to embrace the Chri­ſtian Religion. He received and enter­tained the Embaſſadours with much affabi­lity, diſmiſſed them with liberal Gifts, and by them ſent, as a Preſent to their Maſter, a curious Tent, wherein the Hi­ſtory of the Bible was very dexteriouſly and richly wrought in Needle-work, ho­ping thereby to catch his Soul in his Eyes, Pictures being in that Age of Ignorance accounted Lay-mens Books, tho' ſince they have been generally condemned, as full of many damnable Errata's, and never pub­liſhed by any Authority of the King of Heaven, to be either the means or workers of Faith.
Thither alſo the Templers, who were afraid of being checked by this Pious King for their debauched Lives, wrote to him to accept of a Peace, which the King of Egypt offered to make with the Chri­ſtians. But he being informed by the King of Syria, that it was only a trick of the Templers, to prevent his intentions of going into Syria, to behold their wicked­neſs, commanded the Grand Maſter, that from thence forward, upon the price of his Head, he ſhould receive no Meſſages, nor hold any correſpondence with the Ene­my, [Page]reſolving with himſelf once more to invade Egypt, and make that Country the Seat of the War.
But having once declared his intentions, and making no great haſte to put it into execution, Ateladine had time enough to provide againſt the ſtorm, by fortifying the Sea-Coaſt, which he did for an Hun­dred and Eighty Miles together; ſo that their landing was now much more difficult than when King John invaded it. How­ever, Lewis being re-inforced with a new Army, by Robert, Duke of Burgundy, and Alphonſe, the King's Brother, ſet forward for Egypt, and intended to land near Da­miata: But the Governour with a Band of reſolute Mammalakes, oppoſed it, between whom, and the Christians, there was for ſome hours a fierce and bloody Fight, wherein the Turks were at laſt over­thrown and forced to fly into the Town, leaving the Christians Landing-place, with­out any other Guard, but their Gover­nour and Five Hundred of their beſt Soldiers, whom they left dead on the place.
[Page]
Lewis the 9th. King of France.

[Page]
Damiata was a City ſo ſtrong and well fortified, that the taking of it was ac­counted a good Task, if performed by an Army within the compaſs of a Year. But thoſe within remembring the Miſeries of the laſt Siege, and fearing the ſame Tra­gedy would be acted over again, ſet fire to the Houſes, and in the Night ſaved them­ſelves by flight; whereupon the French iſſued in, and quenching the fire, ſaved abundance of Treaſure from the fury of the flames. Which Loſs ſo diſcouraged Meladine, that to purchaſe Peace with the Christians, he offered to reſtore them the whole Kingdom of Jeruſalem, in as ample a manner as ever it had been enjoyed by any of their Predeceſſors, to releaſe all Priſoners, and disburſe a great Sum of Money to defray the Charge of the War. But ſuch was their Pride and Folly, that they refuſed to accept of it, unleſs Alexan­dria, the beſt Port in all Egypt, were given them as an Over-plus; the Pope's Legate, and Robert, Earl of Artois, perſuading them to grant Peace upon no other terms. Wherefore the Turk ſeeing themſelves in ſo deſperate a condition, their Extremity rendered their Sword the keener, and made them provide with the greater re­ſolution to defend their Country to the ut­moſt.
[Page]
About this time there aroſe a difference between the French and the Engliſh, to the great prejudice of their Proceed­ings. And Meladine, King of Egypt, died likewiſe the ſame Year, and left his imbroiled Kingdom to Melcchſala, his Son.
From Damiata the French marched up towards Cairo, the Governor whereof be­ing offended with the new King, promiſed to deliver it into their hands. And having paſſed an arm of the River Nilus, Earl Ro­bert marched forward with a third part of the Army and ſuddenly aſſaulted the Turks in their Tents, whilſt the King was ab­ſent, and put them to flight; which Vi­ctory ſo lifted him up with conceit, that he adventured contrary to the advice of the Maſter of the Templers, to ſet on the whole Turkiſh Power, which lay incamped not far off, without ſtaying for the reſt of the Army, whereby he was utterly over­thrown, and as he was croſſing the River, in his flight, found Water enough to drown him, tho' not to waſh away the ſtain of raſhneſs and cowardize from his memory; and our Engliſh Earl refuſing to fly, died fighting in the midſt of his Ene­mies, there eſcaping no more but four perſons to carry News of this fatal over­throw to the reſt of the Army.
[Page]
It is eaſier for the Reader to conceive, than for my Pen to expreſs, the general grief wherewith theſe doleful Tydings were received by the French, among whom the Plague raged ſo furiouſly, that it daily ſwept away Thouſands. And to in­creaſe their ſorrow, ſeveral ſick perſons, whom the King had ſent down the River to Damiata, were ſet upon by the Egyptian King, and having neither Hands to fight, nor Legs to run, were every one either burned or drowned, except Alexander Gifford, an Engliſh-man, whoſe Name and Family ſtill remains at Chellingworth in Stafford-ſhire, who acquainted the French with what had happened. They would now have been glad of thoſe Terms, which a little before they ſlighted, but it was too late, for the Turks now ſcorned to treat with them.
The French would have had the King provided for his own ſafety, by flying back to Damiata. But he refuſed, and re­ſolving to live or die, overcome or periſh with them, marched forward to the fatal place, where the laſt Battel was fought. And whilſt they were aſtoniſhed at the ſight of their mangled fellows, the Egyptian King ſet upon them with an infinite num­ber of men, and put them all (being but few in number, and thoſe very weak) to [Page]the ſword, except Lewis and his two Bro­thers, whom he took Priſoners.
The Turks having thus ſlain all the French Pilgrims, inſtantly marched up with their Enſigns to Damiata, hoping thereby to ſurprize it, which if they had done, King Lewis had been for ever loſt. But God diſappointed them, for they were eaſily diſcovered, notwithſtanding their diſguiſe, and forced to go away without their de­ſire.
The News of this ſorrowful Accident coming to Europe, filled every one with grief, and made Henry, King of England, who had made great preparation to under­take the Voyage, to alter his mind, and imploy his Money to a better uſe.
But to return to Egypt: Melechſala did not long ſurvive this Victory, being ſlain ſoon after by Tanquemine, a ſturdy Mam­maluke, who ſucceeded him in the Egyptian Kingdom, by whom King Lewis was re­leaſed, in exchange for Damiata; being obliged, beſides the ſurrender of the City, to pay many Thouſand Pounds for the re­leaſing of Chriſtian Captives, and to make ſatisfaction for the Damage done in Egypt; for the ſecuring whereof, he was forced to pawn to the Turks, the Pyx and Host: whence it is, that a Wafer-Cake and a Box is always wrote in the Borders of that [Page]Tapeſtry which we have brought us out of Egypt, as a perpetual Memorial of that Vi­ctory. But tho' Lewis was ſet at liberty, yet he got not home, till four years after.

CHAP. VIII.
The Mammalukes deſcribed: The Death of Frederick: The Converſion of the Tar­tars; And the extinguiſhing the Caliphs of Babylon: Charles made King of Sicily and Jeruſalem: King Lewis makes a ſecond Voyage.

THoſe Mammalukes which had now ſeized on the Kingdom of Egypt were the Children of Christian-Parents, which were by Saladine and his Succeſſors taught the Mahometan Superſtition, and inſtructed in all Military Diſcipline at ſeveral Nur­ſeries, and being found by their Valour and Courage to be the chief ſupport of the Turkiſh Kings, were by them advanced to the chief places of profit and truſt, and thereby the better enabled to pull down their raiſers. Which was performed du­ring the captivity of King Lewis, by Tar­quemine, [Page]who ſlew Melechſala, and think­ing it unfit ſo great a Prince ſhould go to the grave alone, ſent all his Children after him. And was afterwards choſen by the reſt of the Mammalukes, King of Egypt; whereupon he, by their advice and conſent, made ſeveral Laws, which were ever after­ward obſerved by them as irrevokable, The firſt whereof was,
That the Sultan, or chief of the ſervile Empire, ſhould not ſucceed by Inheritance, but be choſen out of the Mammalukes.
The ſecond, That none ſhould be admitted into the Order of the Mammalukes, that were born either of Turkiſh or Jewiſh Parents, but only ſuch as were born Chriſtians.
The third was, That tho' the Sons of Mam­malukes ſhould injoy their Fathers Lands and Wealth, yet they ſhould not take upon them the Name and Honour of a Mammaluke.
The fourth was, That the Native Egyp­tians ſhould be permitted the uſe of no other Weapons, but ſuch wherewith they were to fight against Weeds and Till and Manure their Land.
[Page]
There were in this Government ſeveral things worthy admiration.
Firſt, That of Slaves they ſhould act the King, without playing the Tyrant.
Secondly, That they ſhould neglect their own Children when it is common for other men to idolize them and ſacrifice all that they have to their welfare.
Thirdly, That they ſhould not fall out in the Election of their Kings, in regard they were all equal among themſelves.
Laſtly, That it ſhould indure ſo long, for it laſted Two hundred ſixty and ſeven Years, till overcome by Selimus, the great Turkiſh Emperour, in the Year 1517. by the help of the Janizaries, an Order of Men for Birth and Breeding not unlike themſelves.
In that Year likewiſe, it being a Year of great Revolutions, died Frederick, Em­perour of Germany and King of Jeruſalem, whereupon followed an Interegnum in that Kingdom for fourteen Years together; the right indeed lay in Conrade, Frederick's Son, by Jole, King John's Daughter; but he was ſo imployed in defending himſelf [Page]in Sicily, againſt Maufred his Baſtard Brother, (who quickly after diſpatched him out of the way) that he had no leiſure to look after the fragments of the King­dom of Jeruſalem.
Near about this time a certain Hungari­an Peaſant, ſaid to have been an Apoſtate to Mahomet, and well learned, gathered together ſeveral Thouſand people, who took on them the Name and Habit of Paſtorelli, in imitation of thoſe in the Goſ­pel who were warned by Angels to go to Bethlehem, they had the Holy Lamb for their Enſign, and pretended to have in­telligence from Heaven to march into the Holy Land, but miſtaking West for the Eaſt, they ſhaped their courſe into France and committing ſeveral outrages that no way ſuited either with their Habit or Banner, they were incountred near Bur­deaux, and threeſcore Thouſand of them ſlain, and the reſt diſperſed.
Things being now brought into a ſad and deplorable condition in Syria, without a­ny hope of amendment, behold a ſtrange and unexpected accident revived them a­gain! For Haito King of Armenia taking the pains to travel himſelf to Margo, the Great Cham of Tartaria, to acquaint him with the danger he was in from the Turks as well as others, telling him, Tho' he lay [Page]ſomething out of their way, yet the only favour he muſt expect from them was to be laſt devoured, whereupon he not only promiſed to aſſiſt the Chriſtians in ſuppreſ­ſing them, but himſelf, and by his example, a great part of the Country imbraced the Christian Faith, and thereupon ſent Haalon his Brother with a great Army to ſuppreſs the Turks, and aſſiſt the Chriſtians in re­covering what they had loſt, in the performing whereof his Army ſeemed to ride poſt, conquering Perſia in as little time as one can well travel it within ſix Months: The City of Samarchanda was the only place that reſiſted him, and therefore being unwilling to tempt his Fortune with a long ſiege, he left it to one of his Cap­tains, who beſieged it ſeven and twenty year, and at laſt did not take it, but had it ſurrendred to him.
Haalon having Conquered Perſia march­ed to Babylon, the Caliph whereof called Musteazem, Idolized his wealth ſo much that he would not provide neceſſaries for the defence of the City, ſo that it became an eaſie Conqueſt to this Tartarian Prince, who having famiſhed the Covetous Caliph to death filled his mouth, with melted Gold, and now Moſques every where went down, and Churches went up, from thence he went into Meſopotamia, where having [Page]Conquered the City of Aleppo and Edeſſa. he reſtored them to the Chriſtians, and many other places which he wan from the Turks, whereby he ſo awed Melechem the Mammaluke who Succeeded Tarminus in Egypt that he durſt not budg.
But of this Tartarian help they were al­together unworthy, in regard they would not be at leaſure to make uſe of it, but buſied themſelves in private diſſentions, the Genoans and Ventians two ſtates in Italy, who had thrown of the Imperial Com­mand, and had erected themſelves into commonwealths, being not content to quar­rel at home would needs go into Syria to fight it out there, that ſo the Turks might look on and laugh at them, the pretence of the quarrel was about ſuperiority in the Church of St. Sabbas, which was apoint­ed by the Pope for them and the Piſans, who likewiſe ingaged themſelves in the quarrel ſomtimes ſiding with one ſide and ſome times with the other.
The Venetians being at length compel­led by the Genoans to forſake the City, were ſo incenſed thereat, that they came with thirteen Galleys, and having forced aſunder the chain which-croſſed the Haven, burned five & twenty of the Genoans Ships, that lay there; to revenge which loſs the ſtate of Genoa ſent a great Navy into Syria, [Page]which meeting with the Duke of Venice at Tyre, with the united power of the Veneti­ans and Piſans, being in all ſeventy four Veſſels well provided, would have ſet upon them in the Haven, had not the Governour forbid it, telling them that they ſhould not fight under his noſe, but if they loved quarreling ſo well let them out and try their Fortunes in the open Sea, which they did accordingly, the manner of Sea­fights in thoſe days before the thundering Ordnance was found out, being only for one Veſſel to run againſt another, ſo that the the Ships were both Guns and Bullets themſelves. In which fight the Venetians prevailed, deſtroying near thirty of the Genoans Ships, and forcing the reſt to ſave themſelves in the Haven of Tyre.
Whereupon entering Ptolemais they ex­pelled all the Genoans out of the City, pulled down their Buildings and plunder­ed all their Shops, and Warehouſes, but after a ten years War they were at laſt reconciled in Paleſtine, by the Authority of Pope Clement the fourth, tho' their War laſted longer in Italy.
Charles Duke of Anjou, and Brother to King Lewis, was now made King of Sicily and Jeruſalem, by the Pope upon condi­tion that he ſhould conquer Maufred, who then Reigned in Sicily, and Moleſted [Page] His Holineſs, and root out all the remain­ing Race of Frederick, and as an acknow­ledgment that he held thoſe Kingdoms from the Pope, pay him an annual pen­ſion of four (ſome ſay forty) thouſand Pounds.
But having Conquered Maufred and poſſeſſed himſelf of Sicily, he ſo little mind­ed the regaining of Jeruſalem, that he never looked after it or came there at all, which neglect gave an opportunity to Hugh King of Cyprus to furbiſh up his old Title to that Kingdom as Linealy deſcended from Almerick the ſecond, who coming to Ptolemais was there Crowned King of Jeruſalem.
However the Chriſtians affairs in Syria began now to haſten to their fatal Ca­taſtrophe, and the Kingdom of Jeruſalem was in a little time between two Kings wholly loſt, for Haalon the Tartarian Prince being ſent for home to Succeed his Bro­ther Mango, who died without Iſſue, left Abaga his Son with ſufficient forces in the City of Damaſcus, which he had likewiſe wan from the Turks, who following his Father, ſoon after ſubſtituted Guirboca his Lieutenant in Damaſcus, who having his Nephew raſhly ſlain, by the Christians in an unhapy Broil about parting a great Booty taken from the Turks; wholly re­nounced [Page]the Chriſtian Religion, together with all the Tartarians under his Com­mand, ſo that the Kingdom of Jeruſalem having loſt its beſt ſupport, ſoon after tumbled down.
Bondocdar who Succeeded Melechem in Egypt, taking advantage of their being thus deſerted by the Tartars, took the City of Joppa, all the inhabitants whereof he either killed; or which was worſe, forced them to forſwear their Religion, and then marching to Antioch took that likewiſe, ſlaying twenty, and carrying away an hundred, thouſand Chriſtians, tho' it is to be ſuſpected that the number of the Captives were at firſt written in figures, and in time increaſed ſome thouſands by the addition of nothing, after which he laid ſeige to Ptolemais it ſelf.
Thoſe woful tidings brought into Eu­rope, ſo wrought on the good diſpoſiti­on of King Lewis, that he reſolved upon a ſecond Voyage to Palestine, from which all the perſwaſions of his Nobles could no way divert him, in which Voyage there went with him his two Sons, Philip and Triſtram, Theobald King of Navarre, his Son in law, Guido Earl of Flanders, and Prince Edward eldeſt Son of Henry King of England, who was attended by his Brother Edmund, Earl ſurnamed Crouch­back, [Page]not becauſe he was crook-ſhouldered, as was pretended by Henry Duke of Lan­caſter, when he uſurped King Richard's Throne, but from his being a Croiſed Sol­dier in the Holy War.
Lewis being now on his way to Paleſtine, it was concluded by the general conſent of his Council, That for ſecuring the Christians paſſage to Syria, they ſhould firſt take the City of Carthage in Affrica, or rather Tunis, which being raiſed out of the Ruins of that famous City, was now become a Neſt of Pirates, who had killed and taken captive many Pilgrims, who were ſailing that way to the Holy Land. But no ſooner was the Siege began than the Plague ſeized on the Chriſtian Army, whereof Thouſands died, and among the reſt, Triſtram, King Lewis's Son, and he himſelf of a Flux ſoon followed after. His loſs was much la­mented, he being accounted the French Joſia, as well for the Piety of his Life, as the Wofulneſs of his Death, and his wil­ful ingaging himſelf in a needleſs and un­fortunate War.
But notwithſtanding this Mortality, the Siege was continued, and Tunis brought into ſuch diſtreſs, that they were glad to ſurrender the Town on theſe Condi­tions:
[Page]
That it ſhould pay yearly to Charles, King of Sicily and Jeruſalem, the Sum of Forty Thouſand Crowns.
That they ſhould receive Chriſtian Mini­ſters freely to Exerciſe their Religion.
And that they ſhould be at the whole charge of that Voyage.
Prince Edward would have had the Town beaten down and all the Inhabitants put to the Sword, accounting the fouleſt Quarter too fair for ſuch Villains, and their Goods ſacrificed as an Anathema to God and burnt to aſhes, becauſe gotten by Robbery. But ſeeing he could not prevail with others, he reſolved however to ſhew his own deteſtation, by execrating his part of the Spoil, and cauſing it to be burnt, forbidding the Engliſh Soldiers to ſave any thing of it, telling them, that Coals ſtolen out of that Fire, would ſooner burn their Houſes than warm their Hands. It trou­bled not the conſcience of other Princes however, to inrich themſelves therewith and glut themſelves with the ſtolen Honey found in that Hive of Drones: And not only ſo, but terminated their Pilgrimage there too, refuſing to proceed any further therein. Whereat Edward aſtoniſhed, ſtruck his Hands on his Breaſt, and ſwore, [Page]That tho' they all forſook him, yet he would enter Ptolemais, if accompanied with Fowin his Horſe-keeper only. And ac­cordingly he arrived ſafe there, to the great comfort of the Chriſtians, who were in ſore diſtreſs. Whilſt Theobald, King of Navarre, with the Queen, and the Earl of Flanders, died in their way home, and moſt of the Spoil was caſt away.
At his arrival at Ptolemis, he found the Chriſtians juſt loſing their laſt ſtake, Bon­docdar having brought them to ſo low an ebb, that they had reſolved if ſome un­expected Succour reverſed not their inten­tions, within three days to reſign it up. But Edward's coming in the interim, revived their hopes, and made them take Courage both to deſie their Enemies and their own thoughts of ſurrendring the City. Having ſufficiently victualed and manned Ptolemais, he marched with Six or Seven Thouſand Men to Nazareth, which he took, and ſlew thoſe he found therein. And being afterwards informed, that the Turks were gathered together at Cakhow, about Forty Miles from thence, he marched thither, and ſetting upon them early in the Morn­ing, ſlew a Thouſand of them, and put the reſt to flight. In which Battel, as well as in ſeveral other Skirmiſhes, he gave [Page]ſufficient proof of his own perſonal Va­lour, ſlaying many of the Infidels in ſingle combat.
After this Victory he returned to Ptole­mais, where Elenor his Conſort was deli­vered of a fair Daugher, but the Joy occa­ſioned thereby was ſoon turned into Sor­row, by the apprehenſion of his being mortally wounded by one of the Aſſaſſines, who reſorting to him ſeveral times with Letters and Meſſages from the Admiral of Joppa, who pretended a deſire to turn Chri­ſtian. The firſt time of his coming, as the Prince was lying on his Bed and reading the Letters he brought, none being in the Room but them two, he ſuddenly ſtruck him into the Arm with an invenomed Knife, and attempted to have fetched ano­ther blow; but the Prince, whoſe Valour was now awakened, gave him ſuch a blow with his Foot, that he felled him to the ground, and wreſting the poyſoned Knife out of his hand, thruſt it into the Mur­therer's Belly and ſlew him; yet ſo that he hurt himſelf therewith in the Fore-head. It is ſtoried, that his Lady ſucked out all the venom of his Wounds, without pre­judicing her ſelf. But however, certain it is, that by the help of Phyſick, good Attendance, and an Antidote, the Maſter of the Templars gave him, he ſhewed him­ſelf [Page]on Horſe back ſafe and well within fif­teen days after.
The Admiral hearing of his recovery, ſolemnly diſavowed his having any hand in the Treachery, it being ſeldom known that any will own themſelves the Parent of an unſucceeding Villany. And having done as much and more than could have been expected from ſo ſmall a number as he had with him, he returned home full fraught with Honour: And his Father, King Hen­ry, being dead, the Engliſh Nobility met him as far as the Alpes, to attend him in his return home.

CHAP. IX.
Rodulphus the Emperour hindred from going into Paleſtine, ſends the Duke of Mech­lenburg. Charles King of Jeruſalem prevented in his intended Voyage.

MUch talk there was now in Syria of the great preparations of Rodulphus, who was after two and twenty years In­terregnum, choſen Emperour of Germany, and though but a meer Earl of Haſpurg, yet being now advanced to the Emperial [Page]dignity, layed the firſt foundation of the Anſtrian Family, but he was too much imployed at home by Civil Diſcords, and reducing the Princes to obedience, whoſe Knees were too ſtiff to do him Homage, till he had rendered them more pliable by degrees, to think of going into Syria.
But yet being ſomewhat unwilling to render their great expectations wholly fruſtrat, he ſent the Duke of Mechlenburgh with a good Army to aſſiſt the Christians, who coming to Ptolemais made ſeveral ſuccesful incurſions into the Enemies Countries about Damaſcus, deſtroying all before him with fire and ſword, and carying away many rich booties, till at laſt he was circumvented and taken priſo­ner by the Mammalukes, who kept him in Captivity twenty ſix years, till at length the Sultan of Egypt a Runegado German, who had formerly been Enginneer to this Dukes Father, ſet him at Liberty to­gether with Martin his Servant, thinking it but reaſonable, that he who had been his Partner in Miſery ſhould likewiſe per­take of his Happineſs; but they were no ſooner at Liberty, but they were both took again by Pirats, as they were ſail­ing into Syria, which the Sultan hearing of pittied the misfortune of that diſtreſſed Prince, and ſcorning that any ſhould [Page]fruſtrate his deſigned courteſie, ſet him free once more, and then returning home he was welcomed with as much wonder as joy by his Subjects, who ſuppoſed him to have been dead long before.
When he came home he found two Counterfeits, who both pretended to be the Duke, and challenged lodging with his Lady; but upon his arrival to confute their falſe pretences they were both condemned to loſe their lives, by two contrary deaths, the one being Burn'd, and the other Drowned.
Charles King of Sicily and Jeruſalem, having at length made great preparations for the Holy War, and ſtrengthned his claim to the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, by purchaſing the Title of Maria, Domicella Princeſs of Antioch, who likewiſe pre­tended to a Right, he ſent Roger Count of Severine as his Vice-Roy to Ptolemais where he was received with a great deal of Honour in deſpite of King Hugh, but when his Navy and all things were ſaid to be ready for his own departure, and that he had by the way a deſign upon Michael Paleologus the Grecian Emperour, a ſudden and unexpected accident blaſted all,
For on Eaſter-day as the Bell tolled to Even-Song all the Frenchmen in Sicily had their Throats Cut, in a moment by the [Page]Natives, the contriver of this Maſſacre was one, Jacobus Prochyta a Doctor of Phyſick, who thereby killed more in an hour then he cured in his Whole Life; but the ſecreſie of its contrivance vvas litle leſs then a Miracle, that ſo many ſhould knovv of it, and yet none either through acci­dent or deſign diſcover it, from vvhence came the Proverb the Sicilian Viſpers.
Charles himſelf was at Rome when this Tragedy was acted, to ſee the Pope make Cardinals, and when he received the news it ſtruck him ſo to the Heart that he never injoyed himſelf after; But living as with­out Life for about two years he died and left his Son Charles to Succeed him in the Kingdom of Naples, and the Title of Jeruſalem, who had little remarkable in his Life, but only that being offended with the Templars in Palestine, for taking part with the King of Cyprus againſt him, he ſieſed all the Lands, and Goods they had in Naples, or any other part of his dominions.

CHAP. X.
Ptolemais Beſieged and taken by the Sultan of Egypt, and thereby the Holy War ended.

MElechſaites or as others call him Melechmeſſor, about this time wan [Page]the ſtrong Caſtle of Mergarh, from the Hoſpitallers, who kept it and baniſhed the Carmalites out of Syria, becauſe they had changed their Habits, at the appoint­ment of Pope Honorious; the Turks being generally haters of innovations.
And Alphir who was his next Succeſſor, underſtanding that the Chriſtian Princes of Europe were at variance among them­ſelves, reſolved to lay hold of that oppor­tunity as the fiteſt time finally to expel the Christians out of Palestine, and therefore coming out of Egypt with a great Army, he beſieged and won the Cities of Tripo­li, Sidon, and Berytus, and being incourag­ed with this Succeſs, he adventured to Beſiege Tyre it ſelf and notwithſtand­ing its invincible ſtrength, took it in a very ſhort time, and beat it down to the ground as he did the other three Cities.
So that now there remained nothing of all that the Christians had won in Paleſtine, but Ptolemais, which he might eaſily have taken, if he would have ſate down before with his Army, but he was unwilling to venture for fear, leaſt if he ſhould attempt the taking all from them at once, he might thereby alarum the Christian Prin­ces to repair thither for their Relief; and therefore concluded a Peace with the Venetians for five years, thinking that the bitter potion would be the more eaſily [Page]ſwallowed by them, if it were devided in­to two doſes.
But tho' the City Ptolemais did at this time eſcape the Turks Victorious Arms' yet it was notwithſtanding in a moſt Wofull and Diſmal condition, for there were in it ſome of all Countrys, and e­very Nation had their ſeveral Courts, to deſide cauſes in; ſo that the great plenty of Judges occaſiond a ſcarcity of Juſtice, and Malefactors when they were impeach­ed for any Crime, would by appealing to a Tryal in the Court of their own Country: eſcape the deſerved Puniſh­ment, it being a ſufficient proof of the Criminals innocency in the Venetians, or Genoans Court, to ſay, that he was a Sub­ject of the State, to which the Court be­longed; wherefore Perſonal Crimes were made National, and particular faults by being eſpouſed, rendered publick offences, ſo that outrages were every where practiſ­ed, and no where puniſhed, as if they had been reſolved to ſpare Divine Vengance the pains of overtaking them, by going forth to meet it.
Beſides which there was at this time a great number of Pretenders, eagerly pro, ſecuting their ſeveral Titles to that City being no fewer then the Venetians, Geno­ans, Piſans, Florentins, the King of Cyprus [Page]and Sicily, the Agents of the King of England and France, the Princes of Tripoli and Antioch, the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, the Maſter of the Templars and Hoſpitallers, and the Popes Legate, who would if he were now living think himſelf highly a­buſed, in not being firſt named. All which Pretenders did at once with much Heat and Violence, urge there Right to the Airy Title of the Kingdom of Jeruſalem; and the Command of that City, like Bees making the greateſt noiſe and Bwzzing, when they were juſt ready to forſake the Hive.
There was within the City at this time many new Pilgrims, who were lately come thither out of Europe, five hundred where­of were of the Popes ſending, altho' he afterwards took no care for their Pay, for tho' he loved to ſee the Golden Tide flow into his Coffers, yet he could not in­dure to ſee it ebb again. But the ſoldiers being not paid reſolved according to their blunt but uſual cuſtom to pay themſelves, and therefore Marching out of the City Pillaged the Enemies Country, contrary to the Peace made with Alphir. The Turks demand ſatisfaction, which was not only denied by thoſe of Ptolomais, but their Embaſſadors likewiſe abuſed.
Which ſo inraged Sultan Serapha (Al­phir [Page]being now dead) that he gathered together all his Forces, and ſat down be­fore the City, with an Army of ſix hundred thouſand men ſay ſome Hiſtorians, tho' others make them not half the number, and concluding that that City was ſo great a purchaſe, that if once obtained it could not be too dearly bought, he re­ſolved to take it before he ſtirred from the place.
Peter Belviſe Maſter of the Templars, a Valiant and Couragious General, being made Governour of the City by the gener­al conſent of thoſe within, he incouraged the Chriſtians to be Valiant, and play the Men and not like Prodigal Heirs part with the City for nothing, which coſt their Predeceſſors ſo much pains, and Blood to get, or at leaſtwiſe to make one Blaze of Valour before their Lamp ex­pired, telling them, it would be a ſhame for them to ſhew their Friends their Faces, if they turned their Backs to their Ene­mies; and thefore exhorted them to fight it out manfully, that ſo if forced at laſt to ſurrender it they might rather be pittied for want of Fortune, then juſtly blamed for lack of Valour. And the City being now to wreſtle its laſt fall, he ſtripped it of all things that were comberſom and un­uſeful, for all the Women and Children [Page]and the Men too that were either aged or feeble, and had Mouths to eat and no Arms to fight he ſent away, retaining on­ly twelve thouſand, which he conceived enough to defend the place notwithſtand­ing the vaſt number of the beſiegers.
The Sultan Aſſaulted the City divers times with great Fury, but was ſtill beaten back by the Chriſtians Artillery, and great numbers of the Turks killed, but in one of thoſe conflicts the undaunted Govern­our was unfortunately ſlain by a poyſoned Arrow; a loſs above grieving for, and the greater becauſe irreparable, many indeed were ſtrong in deſiring the Honour, but all too weak to diſcharge the Office; ſo that the Chriſtians being devided a­mong themſeves neglected to defend the City, imagining that if it ſhould be taken, yet every Nation would be able to defend its part in regard their buildings were all fortified within themſelves, which idle and dangerous fancy took off their thoughts from minding the publick good, and fixed them only on their own private ends.
The Turks at length taking the advant­age of this Prepoſterous neglect, entred the City at a breach which they had made in the Wall, by undermining of it, think­ing their work had then been done, tho' [Page]they quickly found to their coſt that it was but juſt begun, for to their aſtoniſh­ment and wonder, they found Ptolemais not a City but a great heap of Citys, as it were thrown together, the people of every Nation having ſo Fortified them­ſelves in their ſeveral Forts, that they didfrom thence Power forth whole vollies of ſhot upon the Turks, when they enter­ed the Streets, which makes it a thing hardly to be paralell'd in Hiſtory, for a City to hold out ſo long after it was taken, for they bravely defended themſelves a­gainſt the Whole Turkiſh power for fifty days together, and after all the reſt were ſubdued the Knights Hoſpitallers who all­ways bore an implacable hatred to the Turks, maintained their Caſtle near a month long­er, but their unhappy deviſion render­ing them unable to ſubſiſt long, they were at length moſt of them ſlain, and the City wholy ſubdued by there numerous enemies.
However it was a Bloody Victory to the Conquerour, moſt of thoſe who enter­ed the City being burned with Fire, kill­ed with Arrows, or Smothered by the fall of Towers, of the very Ruins being as it were greedy of revenge, killed thoſe who deſtroyed them.
Ptolemais being now taken the Sultan thought it a good penyworth, tho' it coſt [Page]him ſo dear, and therefore to make ſure work and prevent all feuture occaſion of E­jecting ſuch ſturdy Tennants, Levelled it even with the Ground.
No fewer then an hundred thouſand Christians which were all the Latines that were left; fled at this time out of Paleſ­tine into Cyprus, where they were freely entertained by Henry King of that Iſland and Jeruſalem, to his great coſt but greater commendation.
Five hundred Matrons and Virgins of Noble Blood, are by the Mirracle Mong­er of that age, ſaid to ſtand on the ſhore of Ptolemais, with all their rich Jewels & cry out with a lamentable voice for ſome body to Tranſport them from that dange­rous place, proffering any Marriner that would undertake it all their Wealth for his pains, and that he ſhould choſe out of them any one whom he beſt liked for a Wife, and that thereupon a certain Marriner came and Tranſported them all freely, Landing them ſafely in Cyprus. But when he was ſent for to receive his Hire, it could not by the ſtricteſt en­quiry be ever learnt who this Marriner was, or what became of him afterwards.
The Hoſpitallers were forced for haſt to leave their Treaſure behind them which they hid in a Vault, making it known [Page]from time to time to their Succeſſors. About three hundred years after it was fetch'd away by the Galleys of Malta.
Thus after an hundred thirty four years had this Holy War its final period, hav­ing been for continuance the longeſt, for Charges the moſt expenſive, for Slaught­er of Men the moſt Bloody, for Pre­tence the moſt Pious, and for the True In­tent of it the moſt Politick and Subtil that ever the World ſaw. And at this day the Turks to ſpare the Christians pains in going ſo far as Palestine, have done them the unwelcome courteſie, to come more then half the way to meet them, but yet it is to be hoped that if they loſe Buda, which they cannot in all poſſibili­ty avoid, they will be wholly driven out of Europe, by the Victorious Arms of the Chriſtians; and that it will not be long before their vaſt and overgrown Empire be finally ruined, and ſink under the Ponderous Weight of its own greatneſs, to which let all who love the name of Chriſt, ſay, Amen.

CHAP. XI.
[Page]
The Holy War revived again by the preſent Emperor of Germany, and the King of Poland. With the Parallel between that and the former War.

SInce the Holy War was ended there hath been ſome offers of Chriſtian Princes to revive it again. For Henry the Fourth King of England, towards the lat­ter end of his Reign, purpoſed to have made a Voyage into Paleſtine, being told by ſome pretenders to the gift of Propheſie, that he ſhould not die tell he had heard Maſs in Jeruſalem, but Henry was deceiv­ed, and the Voyage prevented by his dying ſoon after in a Chamber in his own Palace, at Weſtminſter called by that name. And Charles the Eighth King of France af­ter his return out of Italy, ſent a huffing Embaſſage to our Henry the ſeventh, where­in he gave him to underſtand that he had re­ſolved to make a ſecond conqueſt of Naples, with a deſign to make uſe of it as a bridge, to tranſport his Forces into Grecia, reſolv­ing neither to ſpare blood nor treaſure, altho' it were to the imparing of his Crown, and diſpeopling of his Kingdom, till he had either ruined the Ottaman Em­pire, [Page]or taken it in his way to Par adice, (meaning the City of Jeruſalem) but the French having had enough of the firſt ad­venture for Naples, we never hear more of this threatned Voyage, to Jeruſalem which is thought to be propounded, only to amuſe Henry till Charles ſhould have per­formed ſome projects he had then on foot, in the Dukedom of Britain, which deſign being ſcented by our King he uſed him ac­cordingly.
More Cordial was the deſign of James the Fourth of Scotland, Who being touch­ed in conſcience for his Fathers death (which tho' he did not procure, yet he ſeemed to countenance by his preſence) to expiate his Crime, intended a voyage to the Holy Land. In order whereunto he had prepared his Souldiers, and imparted his deſign to For­rein Princes, and had certainly gon had not other wars breaking out unexpectedly, and his own ſudden death prevented him.
Among thoſe Overtures, we find one ſaid to be really performed by William Lant­grave of Heſſe, who with only Ninety eight Noble-men and Earls in his Company, made a Holy Voyage into Palestine, which he performed in Seven Months time. And upon his return, brought away with him Forty ſix Enſigns of Horſe, which he had taken from the Turks, with the loſs of one [Page]Man only, and he not ſlain neither, but died at Cyprus in their return home. A Vi­ctory ſo abſolute and bloodleſs to the Con­querour, that were it true it would admit no parallel; but the Voyage and Victory were both fictitious, being found only in Calviſious, who quotes one Fab, an Hiſto­rian no where to be met withal, for his Author; and the Chronology wherein it is recorded being Printed after the Author's death, it is moſt probable, that thoſe to whom the care of Printing it was commit­ted, found this ſtory in ſome Paper he had put in his Chronicle, and for the improba­bility of it, marked it to be Fabulous; which word in regard he had written it defectively with the three firſt Letters only, they thought to have been ſome Hi­ſtorian whoſe Name was Fab, and ſo inſerted it in the Chronicle it ſelf.
Ever ſince the huffing Embaſſy of Charles, the French King, the Holy War hath, for any thing I can find to the contrary, been wholly laid aſleep till revived again by the preſent Emperour of Germany, and John Sobieski, King of Poland, in the Year 1683. The occaſion whereof was briefly thus:
The Grand Seignior having by the per­ſuaſions of Count Teckeley, ſent an huge Army under the leading of the Grand Vi­zier, to invade the Imperial Territories in [Page] Hugaria; againſt which the Duke of Lo­rain, who then commanded the Emperours Forces there, being not able to make head, they deſtroyed all before them with Fire and Sword; and paſſing forward, ſat down before Vienna, the Imperial City of Germany, not doubting but that they ſhould with their vaſt Army have quickly devour­ed that Important Place, and notwith­ſtanding its having been ever accounted the Bulwork of Chriſtendom, have added it to the reſt of the Ottoman Conqueſt. The Emperour of Germany, and the King of Poland, ſeeing the ſad Eſtate to which things were now like to be reduced, en­tered into a League offenſive and defenſive, and reſolved with their united Forces, to chaſtiſe the Turk for that proud Attempt.
The Vizier's Army, wherewith he had now begirt Vienna, conſiſted of an Hun­dred and Fifty Thouſand Men, which were the very Flower of the Turkiſh Sol­diery, wherewith he made ſeveral fierce Attacks upon the City, which were carried on with all the Courage and Skill imagin­able, and ſprang ſeveral Mines, whereby he did more miſchief, than by his Batte­ries. Notwithſtanding which, the City, by the reſolution and encouragement of Count Starembergh, their undaunted Go­vernor, bravely defended it ſelf from the [Page]fourteenth of July, till the twelfth of the following September, when the Turks were Forced to raiſe the Siege, and retire with great diſorder into Hungaria, whither they were ſo cloſely perſued by the Victo­rious Chriſtians, that very few of that nu­merous Army eſcaped to carry the tidings, of their Overthrow to Conſtantinople. Vaſt quantities of Proviſion and Amunition, a­bove an hundred pieces of Cannon, two Horſe Tayls, which the Turks allways uſe to hang out as a Denounciation of War, when ever they undertake any great ex­pedition, all their Tents, which were a­bove thirty thouſand in number, all the Enemies Baggage, together with the Vi­ziers own Horſe, and the Grand Seignors STANDARD, which was extraordinary Rich and Sumptuous, being curiouſly Em­broidered with charactars of Gold and Sil­ver, upon Green and Red Silk, were here taken by the Chriſtians, as Trophies of their Victory; the form and ſhape of the Standard you have here deſcribed in this fi­gure. The Infidels receiving likwiſe at the ſame time ſeveral great overthrows by the Sieur Kiniski, General of the Coſſacks who having ſlain about thirty thouſand Turks and Taratrs, entred the Country of Budzi­ak deſtroying all before him, ſlaying an hundred thouſand of them, and taking the Cities of Bialogrod, and Ketin.
[Page]
The Chriſtians incouraged by theſe Victories reſolved to perſue them, and drive the Turks quite out of Europe, in order whereunto after they had taken the City of Tytchin, and ſeveral other places which the Turks held in Upper Hungaria, the Duke of Lorraein inveſted Buda it ſelf with the greateſt part of the Imperial Army, Com­manding Count Leſlie to Encamp with the reſt, about Virovitzie, on the Drave, to cover the Siege. This City is the ſtrong­eſt place the Turks injoy in Hungary, it be­ing formerly the Metropolis of that King­dom, where the Kings of Hungary kept their Courts, but being taken from the Chriſtians in the Year 1591. By Solyman the Magnificent, Emperor of the Turks; they have ever ſince made it the ſeat and con­ſtant reſidence of their Chief Baſſa, or Vice-Roy of that part of Hungary, which is ſſpoſſeed by them, ſo that it is very popu­lous and rich. And being exceedingly well fortified with a ſtrong built Wall, and an Invincible Caſtle, and having between 18 or 19 Thouſand Men in Gariſon, they have made a ſtout reſiſtance, and declared a reſolution to defend it to the laſt Man. Notwithſtanding which it is verily be­lieved that it cannot hold out much long­er, but the Turks muſt be forced to ſurren­der that City to the Emperor, after hav­ing injoyed it near an hundred years.
[Page]
And that the Turk might be imployed on all ſides, the Venetians were invited like­wiſe into this League againſt them, which they accepted of, and ſent out a brave fleet under the Command of their Generall Moroſini, to attack them at home, to whch Fleet the Pope and the Knights of Malta alſo joyned ſeveral of their Galleys, and ſo did the Duke of Tuſcany, making in all forty ſix Galleys, ſix Gallieſſes, thirty three Men of War, twenty four Petaches, four Fire Ships, ſixteen Brigantines armed, and eighty two Galliots, on Board where­of they had an Army of twenty five thou­ſand Men or upwards.
Sancta Maria a ſtrong Fortreſs of great conſequence to the Turks, was the firſt place that felt the force of their victorious Arms, which be­ing quickly compelled to a ſurrender, they took their courſe towardsd Lepanto. And General Mora­ſeni concluding it neceſſary, for the maintaining the Conqueſt of Sancta Maria, to poſſeſs himſelf of Preveſe, a place of great importance in regard it is ſituated at the very entrance, and Commands the Gulf of Arta, reſolved to attempt it.
Wherefore having Commanded five Galleys and ſix Gallieſſes, to approach towards the Caſtles of Gomenizze, not far from Preveſe, thereby to amuſe the Turks and oblige them to devide their Troops, by ſending reinforcements thither, which ſucceeded accordingly. For Saban Baſſà Governour of Pre­veſe, believing the Ventians deſigned to attack thoſe Caſtles, ſent thither the greateſt part of thoſe he had drawn together, for the ſecurity of [Page]the Town. He brought his whole Fleet to an Anchor at the entrance of the Gulfe, and the next morning ordred Captain Menetta with twenty four Barks, and ſeveral Armed Brigantines to enter the Gulph, and land with part of the Forces under the Command of General Straſoldo. The Turks who ex­pected them to land where the Galleys had poſted themſelves, and had therefore imployed their Chief care on that ſide, now perceiving their error, immediately ſent away five hundred Spahees to charge them, but they having put themſelves into order of Battail, gave them ſo hot a welcome that many af them were ſlain, and the reſt fled in ſuch diſor­der that they were moſt of them cut off, before they could reach the Town. Then the Chriſtians advancing, and having without oppoſition poſ­ſeſſed themſelves of a Hill near the Town, the General ſent to ſummon it, but the Officer who cammanded it in the abſence of the Governour, (who was then abroad at the Head of a party of Turks, to obſerve the Chriſtians and fancied they durſt not undertake the Siege of ſo ſtrong a place,) would not receive the Generals letter, but fired upon the Meſſenger that carried it; Whereupon four pieces of Cannon and as many Mortars were landed, and being placed upon a Battery, the next day about three hundred Bombs were ſhot into the Town, which burnt ſeveral Houſes, and before night all their Cannon were diſmounted, except one. The next day they Lodged themſelves in the Ditch, & began to undermine the great Tower, whereupon twenty Turks made a ſalley in the night, & ſurpriſed ſome of the Chriſtians, which did but whet the Chriſti­ans Valour, and make them carry on their works with the greater eagerneſs and ſpeed, notwith­ſtanding the Enemy plyed them very cloſe, with their ſmall ſhot. So that the Mine being ready and a conſiderable breach made in the Wall, order was [Page]given for a general aſault, but the Turks unwilling to run that hazzard, hung out a white flag and ſent five of their Principals to treat with the Gener­al, about ſurrendering the place. Who demanded the ſame conditions that were granted to the gari­ſon of Sancta Maria, but the General would conſent to no other terms, then only to permit thirty of the moſt conſiderable of them to march out with their arms, and baggage, and the reſt without arms, taking with them what they could carry, which the Turks were forced to ſubmit to, and leave the Town to the Conqerours. The Turks by the loſs of this place, beſides the Town it ſelf loſt above 100000 Crowns, which they got yearly by the Fiſhery.
This War may very well be parallel'd to the ſor­mer and as Juſtly deſerves the Name of Holy.
Firſt, becauſe in this War the Quarrel is between Chriſtians and Turks, as well as in that and the de­ſign of the Wariours, is to Check the ſpreading of the Mahometan Superſtition, as well as to put a ſtop to the progreſs of the Ottoman Arms.
Secondly, as the former was undertaken to wreſt from the Turks, what had been before injoyed by the Chriſtians, and free the Profeſſors of Chrſtianity from the Yoak of Infidelity, ſo was this.
Thirdly, as the former had the bleſſing of the Pope, and his Holineſs's Contribution of money, and men for the carrying of it on, ſo had this & therefore will without doubt be looked upon, by Succeeding ages, as an Holy and Religious War, which I hope will ne­ver have a Period, till Mahomets Tomb be tumbled down, and the Ottoman Empire overthrown.

FINIS.
[Page]
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 — The history of the holy vvar began anno 1095, by the Christian princes of Europe against the Turks, for the recovery of the Holy Land, and continued to the year 1294. In two books. To which is added, a particular account of the present war, managed by the emperour, King of Poland, and several other princes against the Turks. By Tho. Mills, gent. Illustrated with copper-plates., Mills, Thomas, gent.. Extent
[12], 124, 72, 72-76, 76-08 [i.e. 80], 80-81, 83-84, 84-91 [i.e. 90] p. : ill (metalcut) 
printed for Tho. Malthus, at the Sun in the Poultrey,. London :: 1685..  (With a preliminary errata page.) (In two books, each with caption title; register and pagination are separate.) (The final page is misnumbered 91.) (Text and register appear continuous in second book despite pagination.) (Pages stained and tightly bound with some loss of print.) (Reproduction of the original in the Cambridge University Library.)
Creation
Created by converting TCP files to TEI P5 using tcp2tei.xsl, TEI @ Oxford. 
Editorial practices
EEBO-TCP is a partnership between the Universities of Michigan and Oxford and the publisher ProQuest to create accurately transcribed and encoded texts based on the image sets published by ProQuest via their Early English Books Online (EEBO) database (http://eebo.chadwyck.com). The general aim of EEBO-TCP is to encode one copy (usually the first edition) of every monographic English-language title published between 1473 and 1700 available in EEBO.
EEBO-TCP aimed to produce large quantities of textual data within the usual project restraints of time and funding, and therefore chose to create diplomatic transcriptions (as opposed to critical editions) with light-touch, mainly structural encoding based on the Text Encoding Initiative (http://www.tei-c.org).
The EEBO-TCP project was divided into two phases. The 25,363 texts created during Phase 1 of the project have been released into the public domain as of 1 January 2015. Anyone can now take and use these texts for their own purposes, but we respectfully request that due credit and attribution is given to their original source.
Users should be aware of the process of creating the TCP texts, and therefore of any assumptions that can be made about the data.
Text selection was based on the New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (NCBEL). If an author (or for an anonymous work, the title) appears in NCBEL, then their works are eligible for inclusion. Selection was intended to range over a wide variety of subject areas, to reflect the true nature of the print record of the period. In general, first editions of a works in English were prioritized, although there are a number of works in other languages, notably Latin and Welsh, included and sometimes a second or later edition of a work was chosen if there was a compelling reason to do so.
Image sets were sent to external keying companies for transcription and basic encoding. Quality assurance was then carried out by editorial teams in Oxford and Michigan. 5% (or 5 pages, whichever is the greater) of each text was proofread for accuracy and those which did not meet QA standards were returned to the keyers to be redone. After proofreading, the encoding was enhanced and/or corrected and characters marked as illegible were corrected where possible up to a limit of 100 instances per text. Any remaining illegibles were encoded as <gap>s. Understanding these processes should make clear that, while the overall quality of TCP data is very good, some errors will remain and some readable characters will be marked as illegible. Users should bear in mind that in all likelihood such instances will never have been looked at by a TCP editor.
The texts were encoded and linked to page images in accordance with level 4 of the TEI in Libraries guidelines.
Copies of the texts have been issued variously as SGML (TCP schema; ASCII text with mnemonic sdata character entities); displayable XML (TCP schema; characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or text strings within braces); or lossless XML (TEI P5, characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or TEI g elements).
Keying and markup guidelines are available at the Text Creation Partnership web site.
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