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Maſter.My Good Child, who made you?

Scholar.God Almighty made me. Pſal. 100. 3.

M.Wherefore did God make you?

S.God made me to ſerve and glorifie him, that I may be happy. Deut. 10. 12, 13. Iſa. 43. 7. Epheſ. 2. 10.

M.What Rule hath God given to direct us herein?

S.The Word of God contained in the holy Scripture. 2 Tim. 3. 16.

M.What may we learn from Gods Word?

S.The knowledg of God and of our ſelves, John 5. 39. with Chap 17. 3. 2 Tim. 3. 15. Pſal. 119. 105.

M.What may we learn thence concerning God?

S.His Being, Perſons, Properties, Works and Will. Deut. 4. 10. Pſal. 147. 19, 20.

M.What is God?

S.God is a Spirit, having his Being and all Per­fection eternally of Himſelf, infinitely great and good. John 4. 24. Exod. 3. 14. Job 11. 7.

M.How many Gods are there?

[Page] S.There is only one God. Iſa. 44. 6. Mar. 12. 29.

M.How many Perſons are there in the Godhead?

S.Three; The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: and theſe three are one. Mat. 3. 16, 17. Ch. 28. 19. 1 John 5. 7.

M.What are the chief Properties or Attributes of God?

S.God is Alknowing, Almighty, Infinit, moſt Holy, Juſt and Merciful, Good and Gracious; the True, Living and Eternal God. Pſal. 147. 5. Gen. 17. 1. Jer. 23. 24. Iſa. 6. 3. Exod. 34. 6, 7. Deut. 32. 14. 1 Theſ. 1. 9. Pſ. 90. 2.

M.What are the works of God?

S.The works of Creation and Providence. Gen. 1. 1. Jo. 5. 17.

M.How did God Create things?

S.God Created things of nothing, by his Word, and all very good. Heb. 11. 3. Gen. 1. 3, 31.

M.Wherein is Gods Providence manifeſted?

S.In preſerving his Creatures, and in govern­ing them. Pſal. 36. 6. Pſal. 103. 19.

M.What are the Principal Creatures which Gods providence doth ſpecially preſerve and govern.

S.Angels and Men. Gen. 32. 1, 2. Job 7. 20. Pſal. 8. 5.

M.What are the Angels?

S.They are Miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to mi­niſter to them that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. Heb. 1. 14.

M.How may Gods Providence toward Man be conſider'd?

S.As it orders Man in this life, and in the life to come. Eph. 1. 21.

[Page] M.As to this Life, What was Mans Firſt State in which God made him?

S.God made Man upright, in his own Image, and his firſt State was Holy and Happy. Eccleſ. 7. 21. Gen. 1. 27, 28.

M.Who were the firſt Man and Woman?

S.Adam and Eve, our firſt Parents. Gen. 5. 2. chap. 3. 20.

M.Did our Firſt Parents continue in that happy State in which God made them?

S.No, Pſal. 49. 11.

M.How did they fall?

S.By the Devils fraud, and their own fault, in eating the forbidden Fruit. Gen. 3. 1, 4, 5, 6.

M.Are we all concern'd in Adams fault and Fall?

S.Yes, for by that one Mans Diſobedience we were made Sinners, and in Adam we all die. Rom. 5. 19. 1 Cor. 15. 22.

M.What is now Mans Natural State?

S.It is miſerable, Job. 5. 7. Epheſ. 2. 3.

M.How did Man become miſerable?

S.By Sinning againſt God. Iſa. 59. 2. Rom 5. 12.

M.What is Sin?

S.Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law. 1 Jo. 3. 4.

M.Where is the Sum of Gods Law contain'd?

S.In the Ten Commandments. Deut. 4. 13.

M.Which be they?

S.The ſame which God ſpake in the Twentieth Chapter of Exodus ſaying;
I am the Lord thy God:—Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me.
[Page] 2. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in hea­ven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down thy ſelf to them, nor ſerve them; for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the ſins of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth Generation of them that hate me, and ſhewing mercy unto thou­ſands, of them that love me, and keep my Commad­ments.
3. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain.
4. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six dayes ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the Seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor the ſtranger that is within thy gates: for in ſix dayes the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day: wherefore the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.
5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy dayes may be long in the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
6. Thou ſhalt do no murder.
7. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery.
8. Thou ſhalt not ſteal.
9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour.
[Page] 10. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbours houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbours wife, nor his man-ſervant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor his oxe, nor his aſs, nor any thing that is thy neighbours.

M.What doſt thou chiefly learn by theſe Comman­dments?

S.I learn two things, my duty towards God, and my duty towards my Neighbour.

M.What is thy duty towards God?

S.My duty towards God is, 1. To Believe in him; to Fear him, and to Love him with all my Heart, with all my Mind, with all my Soul, and with all my Strength. 2. To Worſhip him, to give him Thanks; to put my whole Truſt in him, to Call upon him. 3. To honour his holy Name and his Word. 4. And to ſerve him Truly all the dayes of my Life.

M.What is thy duty towards thy Neighbour?

S.My duty towards my Neighbour is to Love him as my ſelf, and to do to all men as I would they ſhould do unto me. 5. To Love, Honour and Succour my Father and Mother; to Honour and Obey the King and all that are put in Autho­rity under him: to ſubmit my ſelf to all my Go­vernors, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and Maſters, to order my ſelf lowly and reverently to all my Betters. 6. To hurt no body by Word or Deed; to bear no Malice nor Hatred in my Heart. 7. To keep my Body in Temperance, Soberneſs and Cha­ſtity. 8. To be true and juſt in all my dealings; to keep my hands from picking and ſtealing, 9. And my Tongue from evil ſpeaking, lying and ſlandering 10. Not to covet nor deſire other Mens Goods, but to learn and labour truly to get [Page] mine own Living; to be content and to do my duty in that ſtate of Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me.

M.Doth any Man now upon Earth keep the Law without offendiug in any point?

S.No, for there is not a juſt man upon Earth that doth good and ſinneth not, Eccleſ. 7. 20.

M.What miſery hath Man brought on himſelf by Sin.

S.Man by Sin hath made himſelf liable to the Wrath of God; to all miſeries in this Life: and to Death Temporal and Eternal. Rom. 1. 18. Gen. 3. 17. Rom. 6. 23.

M.Can any man by his own Power free himſelf from this miſerable State?

S.No. Pſal. 49. 7, 8, 9. Rom. 5. 6.

M.Is there any hope of deliverence for us?

S.Yes. Ezra 10. 2.

M.By whom?

S.By a Mediator and Redeemer. Gen. 3. 15. Luke 24. 21.

M.Who is our Mediator and Redeemer?

S.Our onely Mediator and Redeemer is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Tim. 2. 5.

M.Who is Jeſus Chriſt?

S.Jeſus Chriſt is the onely begotten Son of God, being God and Man in one Perſon, moſt ho­ly and without Sin. Jo. 3. 16. Mat. 1. 23. Dan. 9. 24. Acts 3. 14. 1 Jo. 3. 5. 1 Pet. 2. 22.

M.What Offices hath Chriſt our Mediator under­taken for us?

S.He is 1 a Prophet to Teach us.
2. A King to Rule and Save us.
3. A Prieſt to make Satisfaction and Interceſſi­on [Page] for us. Acts 3. 22. Mat. 11. 27. ch. 2. 2, 6. Act. 5. 31. Heb. 7. 21, 25, 27.

M.How hath Chriſt made ſatisfaction for us?

S.By the Sacrifice of his Death, in dying for our Sins. Mat. 20. 28. 1 Cor. 15. 3. Heb. 9. 26.

M.What Death did Chriſt ſuffer for us?

S.The curſed death of the Croſs. Gal. 3. 13.

M.Did Chriſt free himſelf from Death?

S.Yes; for the Third day he roſe again from the Dead. 1 Cor. 15. 4.

M.Whither went Chriſt after his Reſurrection?

S.He was received up into Heaven, and ſat on the right hand of God, where he ever liveth to make interceſſion for us. Mark 16. 19. Heb. 7. 25.

M.How are we made partakers of the Benefits of Chriſts mediation?

S.By a true and lively Faith in Chriſt. Heb. 3. 14.

M.What is a true and lively Faith?

S.It is a Grace whereby we receive the Lord for our God, and Chriſt for our Lord and Saviour, and heartily conſent to his Goſpel as true and good, ſo that we obey it in our lives, and truſt in him alone for our Salvation. Jo. 14. 1. chap. 17. 3. chap. 1. 12. chap. 3. 33. Rom. 16. 26. Gal. 5. 6. 2 Cor. 1. 9. 2 Tim. 1. 12.

M.Rehearſe the Articles of thy Belief.

S.I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth: and in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under Pontius Pilat, was Crucified dead and buried; he deſcended into Hell: the third day he roſe again from the dead; He aſcended into Heaven, and ſit­teth on the right hand of God the Father Al­mighty: [Page] from thence he ſhall come to judg the quick and the dead. I Believe in the Holy Ghoſt: the holy Catholick Church: the Communion of Saints. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. The Reſurrection of the Body: And the Life Everlaſting, Amen. Mat. 1. 20, 25. Act. 2. 31. Act. 5. 3, 4. 1 Cor. 3. 17. chap. 12. 12, 13. Eph. 4. 4, &c. Act. 2. 41. 44, 45. Eph. 1. 7.

M.What doſt thou chiefly learn in theſe Articles of thy Belief?

S.Firſt I learn to Believe in God the Father, who made me and all the World. Iſa. 45. 12.
Secondly, in God the Son, who Redeemed me, and all Mankind. 2 Cor. 5. 14. 15.
Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghoſt, who Sancti­fieth me, and all the Elect people of God. 2 Theſ. 2. 13, 14.

M.What muſt we do for the obtaining and encreaſe of Faith?

S.We muſt obſerve Gods Ordinances, eſpeci­ally his Word, Prayer and Sacraments. Luke 11. 13. Rom. 10. 17. Luke 17. 5. Mat. 28. 20.

M.How muſt we read and hear Gods Word?

S.With reverence and attention, with a deſire, reſolution and care to do all that God commands us. Jam. 1. 21. Heb. 2. 1. Luke 11. 28. Jo. 15. 14.

M.My good Child, art thou able of thy ſelf to do all theſe things?

S.I am not able to do theſe things of my ſelf, nor to walk in the Commandments of God, and to ſerve him without his ſpecial Grace. 2 Cor. 3. 5. 1 Cor. 15. 10.

M.What muſt thou do to obtain Gods ſpecial Grace and all other Bleſſings?

[Page] S.I muſt learn to call upon God by diligent Prayer. Mat. 7. 7. 1 Theſ. 5. 17.

M.What muſt thou render for Grace and Bleſſings received?

S.I muſt render praiſe and thanks to God. Pſal. 103. 2. 2 Cor. 9. 15. 1 Theſ. 5. 18.

M.Let me hear therefore if thou canſt ſay the Lords Prayer.

S.Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our treſ­paſſes as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into temptation. But de­liver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. Mat. 6. 9. &c.

M.What doſt thou deſire of God in this Prayer?

S.I deſire my Lord God, our heavenly Father, who is the Giver of all goodneſs, to ſend his Grace unto me and to all people; that we may Worſhip him, Serve him, and Obey him, as we ought to do. And I pray unto God, to ſend us all things that be needful, both for our Souls and Bodies. And that he will be merciful un­to us, and forgive us our ſins. And that it will pleaſe him to ſave and defend us in all dangers Ghoſtly and Bodily. And that he will keep us from all Sin and Wickedneſs and from our Ghoſt­ly Enemy; and from Everlaſting Death. And this of his Power he can, and I truſt he will do, of his mercy and goodneſs through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and therefore I give Praiſe and Glory to him, and ſay, Amen.

[Page] M.How many Sacraments hath Chriſt Ordain­ed in his Church?

S.Two only, as generally neceſſary to Salva­tion; that is to ſay, Baptiſme, and, The Supper of the Lord. Mat. 28. 19. 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25.

M.What meaneſt thou by this word Sacrament?

S.I mean an outward and viſible ſign of an inward and Spiritual Grace given unto us, Or­dained by Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby we receive the ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure us there­of. Rom. 4. 11. Act. 22. 16. 1 Cor. 11. 23. &c.

M.How many parts are there in a Sacrament?

S.Two, the outward viſible Sign; and the inward Spiritual Grace.

M.What is Baptiſm?

S.Baptiſm is a Sacrament whereby we are ſo­lemnly received into Chriſts Church, and dedica­ted to his Service. John 4. 1. Gal. 3. 27.

M.What is the outward viſible ſign or Form in Baptiſm?

S.Water, wherein the Perſon is Baptized In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Acts 8. 36. Mat. 28. 19.

M.What is the inward Spiritual Grace?

S.A death unto Sin, and a new birth unto Righteouſneſs: for being by Nature born in Sin, and Children of Wrath, we are hereby made the Children of Grace, Members of Chriſt, and Heirs of God, and of the Kingdom of Heaven: So that we ſincerely perform what is required of us, and promiſed by us, or our Sureties for us in this Sacrament. Rom. 6. 4. Jo. 3. 6. Eph. 2. 3. Tit. 3. 5. 1 Cor. 12. 13. Rom 8. 16, 17. 1 Pet 3. 21.

[Page] M.What is required of Perſons to be Baptized?

S.Repentance, whereby they forſake Sin, and Faith, whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the Promiſes of God made to them in that Sacrament. Act. 2. 38. chap. 8. 37.

M.Why then are Infants Baptized, when as by reaſon of their tender age they cannot perform them?

S.Becauſe they are born of Chriſtian Parents, and becauſe by their Sureties they promiſe thoſe things, which promiſe, when they come to Age, themſelves are bound to perform. 1 Cor. 7. 14.

M.What Promiſe and Vow ought Perſons to be Baptized to make, or their Sureties in their Name?

S.They ought to Promiſe and Vow Three things:

	Firſt, That they will renounce the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World: and all the finful Luſts of the Fleſh.
	Secondly, That they will believe all the Ar­ticles of the Chriſtian Faith.
	Thirdly, That they will keep Gods holy Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the dayes of their Life. 1 Pet. 3. 21. chap. 5. 9. 1 John 2. 15, 16. Acts 8. 37. Rom. 6. 4. 1 Cor. 7. 19.

M.Doſt not thou think that thou art bound to believe, and to do, according to this Promiſe?

S.Yes verily and by Gods help ſo I will: and I heartily thank our Heavenly Father that he hath called me to this State of Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour.
And I pray unto God to give me his Grace, that I may continue in the ſame to my lifes end [Page] Act. 26. 22. Coloſ. 1. 12, 13. Act. 13. 43. Mark. 13. 13.

M.Wherfore was the Sacrament of the Lords Supper Ordain'd?

S.For the continual remembrance of the Sa­crifice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the benefits that we receive thereby. 1 Cor. 11. 25, 26.

M.What is the outward part or ſign in the Lords Supper?

S.Bread and Wine, which the Lord hath com­manded to be received. Math. 26. 26, 27.

M.What is the inward part or thing Signified?

S.The Body and Blood of Chriſt, which are verily, and indeed taken and receiv'd by the Faith­ful in the Lords Supper. Mat. 26. 26, 28. 1 Cor. 10. 16.

M.What are the benefits whereof the Faithful are partakers thereby?

S.The ſtrengthening and refreſhing of their Souls by the Body and Blood of Chriſt; as our Bodies are by Bread and Wine. Jo. 6. 55, 56, 57. Pſal. 104. 15.

M.What danger do they incur, who Prophane this Sacrament and eat and drink Unworthily?

S.They are guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord, and eat and drink Damnation to themſelves, not diſcerning the Lords Body. 1 Cor. 11. 21, 22. with verſ. 27, 29.

M.What danger do they incur, who neglect to receive this Sacrament?

S.They break Chriſt's Commandment, and provoke him to Wrath againſt themſelves by re­jecting one of the means and ſignal pledges of his Grace. Mat. 5. 19. Luk. 14. 18. with verſ. 24. chap. 22. 19.

[Page] M.What is required of them that come to the Lords Supper, that they may avoid theſe dangers, and receive benefit by it?

S.They muſt examine and judge themſelves, and repent them truly of their former Sins, ſted­faſtly purpoſing to lead a new life, have a lively Faith in Gods mercy through Chriſt, with a thank­ful remembrance of his Death, and be in Charity with all men. 1 Cor. 11. 28, 30.
Revel. 2. 4, 5. Heb. 10. 21, 22. 1 Cor. 11. 26. chap. 16. 14. Mat. 5. 23, 24.

M.Now as to Gods Providence in ordering Men after this Life: what doſt thou believe concerning Mens Souls at Death?

S.The Spirit then returneth to God who gave it, to be diſpoſed of by him. Eccleſ. 12. 7.

M.What concerning their Bodies?

S.They return to the Earth, as they were, but ſhall be raiſed again in the Reſurrection at the laſt Day. Eccleſ. 12. 7. Jo. 11. 24. 1 Cor. 15. 52.

M.What is appointed for all men after Death?

S.After Death the Judgment. Heb. 9. 27.

M.Shall the final State of all men be alike?

S.No. But as Men have been good or bad here, ſo their final State ſhall be happy, or mi­ſerable. Iſa. 5. 10, 11. Jo. 5. 29.

M.When ſhall the great difference of Mens States be manifeſted?

S.In the day when Chriſt ſhall judg the World. Rom. 2. verſ 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. with verſ. 16.

M.What ſhall be done then?

S.Chriſt ſhall come in the Glory of his Father with his Angels: and then he ſhall reward every Man according to his Works. Mat. 16. 27.

[Page] M.What ſhall be the Reward of the Righte­ous?

S.The Righteous ſhall go into Life Eternal, and Inherit the Kingdom prepared for them; and enjoy unſpeakable Happineſs and Glory with Chriſt and his Saints in Heaven. Mat. 25. 34, 46. Jo. 17. 24. I Cor. 2. 9.

M.What ſhall be the Reward of the Wicked?

S.The Wicked ſhall be caſt into Hell Fire, and ſuffer unconceiveable Torments with the Devil and his Angels for ever. Pſal. 9. 17. Mat. 25. 41, 46. Mark. 9. 44.

M.Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole matter.
What is the uſe, that we ſhould make of all this?

S.That we do our whole duty, fear God, and keep his Commandments; Repent of our Sins, and believe in Chriſt, and live good lives: that ſo doing, we may ſerve and glorifie God in this Life, and be eternally Happy in the Life to come. Which God of his mercy grant, for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake: to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory now and for ever, Amen. Eccleſ. 12. 13. Act. 20. 20, 21. Titus 2. 11, 12. Luk. 1. 74, 75. 2 Theſ. 1. 10, 11, 12. 1 Pet 5. 10, 11.

THE END.
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Image sets were sent to external keying companies for transcription and basic encoding. Quality assurance was then carried out by editorial teams in Oxford and Michigan. 5% (or 5 pages, whichever is the greater) of each text was proofread for accuracy and those which did not meet QA standards were returned to the keyers to be redone. After proofreading, the encoding was enhanced and/or corrected and characters marked as illegible were corrected where possible up to a limit of 100 instances per text. Any remaining illegibles were encoded as <gap>s. Understanding these processes should make clear that, while the overall quality of TCP data is very good, some errors will remain and some readable characters will be marked as illegible. Users should bear in mind that in all likelihood such instances will never have been looked at by a TCP editor.
The texts were encoded and linked to page images in accordance with level 4 of the TEI in Libraries guidelines.
Copies of the texts have been issued variously as SGML (TCP schema; ASCII text with mnemonic sdata character entities); displayable XML (TCP schema; characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or text strings within braces); or lossless XML (TEI P5, characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or TEI g elements).
Keying and markup guidelines are available at the Text Creation Partnership web site.
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