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My LORD and Gentlemen,

IT is no difficult thing to ſpin out a long Speech, and entertain an Auditory, either with Com­plement or Common place; but it is a hard thing to ſpeak diſcreetly in an arduous and per­plexed conjuncture of Affairs, it being ſafer ma­ny times to Act, than to Diſcourſe, and men expoſe themſelves often more by what they ſay, than what they do; ſo that ſince I knew there was ſome purpoſe in the City, to deſire me to ſupply the place of their Recorder: Among the many and various conſiderations that preſented themſelves, to perſwade me to accept of it, or to decline it, when I had brought my ſelf al­moſt to a reſolution of complying with the Cities in­clination, I was driven off again by the thoughts, That it was fit to ſay ſomething upon this Occaſion, and that I could not determine what was fit to ſay. I am ſure common civility required my waiting upon you, and giving you a reſpectful Anſwer; and what I think I muſt pitch upon at laſt, is this, That no conſideration that terminates in my ſelf, could prevail upon me to meddle with a thing lyable to ſo many miſconſtructi­ons [Page] with thoſe that know not the ſteps of this matter, and will be ſure to meet with ſo many miſrepreſenta­tions, from th [...]ſe whoſe intereſt it is to have your pro­ceedings cryed down, and not conſidered. But ſince the City have thought ſit, for motives beſt known to themſelves, to deſire it of me, I will hope my ſer­ving of you in it for a time, may conduce to the pub­lick tranquillity; and I will ſay no more of that matter.
I ſhall onely ſerve my ſelf of this occaſion, to give you ſome Advice for your future conduct; it is that muſt juſtifie the innocency of your intentions, and crown your actings with applauſe. if I may make bold with the N [...]tation of the word, He that is to you a good Recorder, will be a good Counſellor, He that will but put you in mind of what you have done, will not adviſe you ill in what you have to do; your for­mer practice is the beſt commentary upon your duty; and a diſcourſe of your duty, is the beſt Panegyrick of your practice. Corporations are the creatures of the Monarchy, and therefore they have a particular obli­gation beyond other ſubjects at large, to depend up­on the Monarchy, and to uphold it. Your Charter is to the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs and Commons, this is the creature of the Monarchy: The Table of Aldermen is the creature of the Corporation, which by an Act of its own, to eaſe the Commons of the burthen and diſturbance of frequent and numerous Aſſemblies, hath made an abſtract of the wiſeſt and wealthieſt a­mong them, to aſſiſt and adviſe the Lord Mayor, and at once to repreſent and dignifie the Commons. Theſe ought to outvy all the reſt of the Corporation, in that common duty of depending upon the King. They ought to have no politick Maximes of their own, no headineſs, no reſtineſs, but leaving all affairs of State [Page] of the firſt magnitude, to the piety and prudence of the Prince; they ought nimbly and readily to obey all the motions of his Hand, in thoſe various changes he ſhall have occaſion to manage them to.
And hath ever City done this more, than this City? They have alwayes been eaſie and obſequious to any Go­vernour the Crown hath ſent them, they have alwayes adhered to its intereſt with a perfect obedience, And in the late unhappy times, when Rebellion overflowed all, like an unreſiſtible inundation, their coming under that fatal deluge, had the greateſt face and appearance of Obedience in it, of any other part of the King's Do­minions, They prudently complyed with the neceſſi­ty of the Times, by the direction of thoſe His Majeſty had placed at the Helm; and when the happy hour came, that Loyalty began to peep out again, it muſt be acknowledged, as it hath nobly been, by ſome of the prime Actors in that glorious Work, That if the Com­mons of this City had not ſheltered and aſſiſted them, they might have been cruſhed and ruined in their firſt attempt. This I have heard ſome of them ſay, for the glory of the Commons, and out of great compaſ­ſion to them, in the beginning of theſe late agitations. The character, humour and paſſion of this City, ſeems to be Loyalty, and it cannot be any wayes diminiſhed or allayed in the heighth of its Tincture, except un­fortunately ſome few of the chief do affect and obtain an Oligarchy, or overſwaying power, and linking themſelves to factious and partial dependencies, ſhould by the communication and defluxion of the ſame humour upon the Commons, breed in them an unnatural ſtiffneſs, contrary to that gentle and ſupple temper they have alwayes hitherto ſhewed towards the leaſt intimation of the King's pleaſure.
[Page]  It ſhall alwayes be remembred for the honour of this preſent Lord Mayor and the City, how chearfull and how ready an Obedience they gave to the King's late Proclamation, and the Act of Council (though it hath not met with the like alacrity and reſpect in all other parts of the Kingdom) And this is moſt particu­larly remarkable, That though the Lord Mayor be noted and famous, as one that hath alwayes been for the King, hath fought for Him, and ſuffered for Him, and is highly principled for the Government of the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, and that ſome of the Com­mons are diſſenters from it; yet in all theſe agitations, thoſe diſſenters have choſe rather to ſtick to the Lord Mayor, than to thoſe that have more affinity and in­clination to their Opinions: and whereas in many o­ther places, thoſe diſſenters are not ſo well ſatisfied with the general indulgence His Majeſty hath given to tender conſciences, In this City, the rumor of that fa­vour hath by thoſe that diſſent, been recieved with all imaginable joy and thankfulneſs, and an entire re­ſignation to the King's Will in all civil affairs. So that in a word, This City may be an example to the great­eſt Cities of the world, of a moſt ſubmiſſive and im­plicite Loyalty, and cannot receive a better example from any than from it ſelf.
One thing I would adviſe, which I have heard pro­feſſed from ſome of the moſt eminent among you, That how ill ſoever you may take it to be inſnared by the cunning, or inſlaved to the paſſion of any among your ſelves; yet if any body could finde out a ſhape of Government, or deviſe any Rules that would make you more ſubject to the Will and perſonal Power of the Prince, you would petition the King for that Mo­del, and for thoſe Rules. It is a ſhort, but a ſafe coun­ſel, [Page] Do as you have done, perſevere, and you will pre­vail; prevail, over all that malice can deviſe, calumny inſinuate, or obloquy can ſpread.
It remains that I put the Commons in mind to bear all due reſpect to the Table of Aldermen, and that no bad Opinion they may have of any they imagine had a deſign of bearing too hard upon them, ſhould alienate them from that eſteem compliance, and confidence they ought to have for thoſe, who are therefore ſet up above the Commons, that under their conduct and vigilance, the Commons might have more leiſure to follow their Callings, and ſo enjoy both pro­fit and eaſe.
I have but one word more to add, that I pretend in any further ſervice I ſhall be required to do you, no o­ther advantage, but the honour of ſerving you; and that you may have time to caſt about and conſult for your further conveniency, and I ſhall think that I have a great Reward (whoever cenſure me) if you do but forgive my failings, and accept of my good will.
FINIS.
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