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THe plot failing againſt the honeſt Intereſt and people of the Nation, for ſacrificing and root­ing out all the faithful in the Land, eſpecially them that go under the Name of Quakers (as ſome of the conſpirators for excuſing, or at leaſt extenuat­ing their offences) have neither been aſhamed nor affraid to confeſſe; That people being moſt out of faſhion with the World, as bearing that Teſtimony which the World cannot bear, a Generation whereof the World is as weary as it is unworthie; So that it was believed a conſpiracy againſt them would ſcarce be conſtrued in general a crime; and [Page]  therefore theſe were firſt to be taken off, and it was con­ceived the thing might be accompliſhed before another meeting at Sabridgworth; But the ſnare being broken, and the enemy and adverſary diſappointed of their ex­pectation; Thomas Hewet, (though wiſe enough in his Ge­neration to keep out of the way of danger from forfeiting his eſtate) could no longer deſpence with theſe meetings of the Quakers ſo neer the place of his worſhip, leaſt it ſhould prove as ominous and deſtructive thereunto, as the approach of the Ark to the image of Dagon, and in time ſhould diſcover the falſneſſe and filthineſſe thereof; wherefore at ever: ſtreets end, and at all places of en­trance into the Town, he ſets a ſtrong guard of thoſe Ruffians (who behaved themſelves ſo valiantly in flinging ſtones, brickbats, dirt, &c, at men, women, and chil­dren, two monethly daies before, without the leaſt reſi­ſtance, armed with holbarts and other weapons, with this charg as was confeſſed by the Conſtable, Wi. Graves him­ſelf, before ſome Juſtices & Commiſſioners for the Militia of the County of Hartford, to keep out the Quakers, and prevent their meeting, which was ſo grevious and offenſive to himſelfe and his neighbours (as he then ſaid) that they could not bear it; he would not undervalue himſelf ſo much as to let them come in, and then with the Gadarenes intreat them out, a ſaucy and unſociable people, as he terms them, but with a far worſe ſpirit commands them to be kept out. They that live in darkneſſe are affraid of the light, becauſe their deeds are evil; the prince of Dark­neſſe is very jealous of being ſurprized by the Children of Light; and therefore raiſeth what forces he can to ſecure his territories; among which Thomas Hewet appears as Cap­tain of a Company of Volunteer Deſperadoes (for he could not appoint  [...]y word as a civil Magiſtrate, though be termed himſelf ſo at firſt, not being ſworn to the Of­fice of a Juſtice (as afterward he acknowledged) but refu­ſing indeed to ſwear when the oath was tendered by the Clerk of the Peace, for fear of the engagement, or being made ſubject to do ſervice for the Common-Wealth) who [Page]  kept the place for two hours, and kept out all honeſt peo­ple that came to that meeting, until a party of about 8 of the County horſe, commanded by a Corporal, which we [...]e ſent thither upon notice of the wicked deſign of the inhabitants to keep the peace, made their approach, and then that arm of fleſh was ſoon broken. There was ſome ſmall diſpute between the Wardmen and Souldiers, and ſome blowes exchanged, the Ward-men ſaying, they were charged to keep out the Quakers from meeting and diſ­arm the ſouldiers (if they could) and put their horſes in the Pound, ſo that ſome of the Souldiers received great knocks; but the iſſue was, that the Ward-men were for­ced either to fly, or yeeld, for though their hearts were high enough to do miſchief, yet they quickly became as Nabals, and ſanck down as a ſtone, except ſome few, who could hardly be reſtrained from making diſturbance.
By all which it appears how much the Common-Wealth is beholding to this Thomas Hewet, who will not own the power to do good, as to the correcting offen­ders, or relieving the oppreſſed, but will never want power to do an unjuſt act. Before he came to town this meeting was peaceable, and there was no diſturbance; but he brought that ſpirit along with him that raiſed this diſ­order; His countenance, carriage and expreſſions toward them that were abuſed, before the injurious party, did ſpeak enough. When Edward Burrough was before him (all be dawb'd with the dirt his filthy neighbours had thrown upon him) to complain of the abuſe; one of them pul'd off his hat, and another daſh't a rotten egg upon his bare head, whereat he was ſo well pleaſed that he could not forbear ſmiling, though ſome of it flew into his coach.
He hath confeſſed the meeting is a great offence to him, That he ſet a guard to keep them out of Town that came to it, pretending ignorance of any allowance of liberty from the preſent Authority: His men have made up the number of Rioters, and threatened very ſtrange things, and confeſſe their Maſter ſets them on. And he that was the buſieſt and baſeſt Inſtrument amongſt that unreaſona­ble [Page]  company, Ralph Curtis by name (that brake open the houſe where the meeting was kept, threw in many things of offence, cut off a yard of John Goodmans coat that ſtood within his reach, and was one of the three that knocked him down, and were like to kill him; did alſo impound the horſe of Daniel Halden who fled into his fathers yard for ſhelter almoſt ſpoiled, kept him a fortnight in the midſt of harveſt though twice ſent for, and at laſt exacted ten ſhillings for the treſpaſſe, and had it declares that Sr. Tho­mas Hewet bade him pound that horſe or any of the Quak­ers horſes, & the ſaid Thomas himſelf had five ſhillings for poundage, and keeping this horſe thus forcibly detained.
Which plainly declares that this Thomas Hewet hath not onely been paſſive in permiting theſe abuſes and high miſdemeanours, but active, beyond meaſure, and beſide his Authority. Such is his zeal to promote the intereſt of the wicked one, that is in the World, and rules in the hearts of the children of diſobedience, that he ventures diſcretion, reputation and all to ſerve it.
He that diſdains to be the Servant of Chriſt will ſtoop to a worſe office. The God of this World hath ſo blind­ed and beſoted men that they chuſe by contraries, as void of all reaſon and underſtanding; and therefore it con­cerns the Powers of the Nation to put ſuch men in com­miſſion, as have hearts to do good, and not ſuch as lie in wait to do evil, and ſeldom make uſe of their power but to colour over and cover iniquitie.
Collected and teſtified by one that is no enemy to the perſon of any man, but a friend to them that fear the Lord.
I. K.

THE END.
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