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Miniſters, in regard they undertake a Publick Imployment for Chriſt, muſt receive a Call from him that ſo they may perform their Work to their own Comfort, and the Benefit of others. For altho it be a great ſhame if thoſe, who are the Miniſters and Prophets of the Lord, are not of the num­ber of his People; yet it is a groſs Errour to think that all the Lord's People are Miniſters and Prophets: Their being the Lord's People, makes them fit to hear, but not to preach; fit Sheep, but not fit Shepherds. For, although they have the fitneſs of Gifts, yet they are not fit to teach, unleſs they have a ſufficient Call by way of Of­fice and Miniſtry; and when they have that, he will not fail to pre­ſerve and defend them in the Diſcharge of their Miniſterial Work. For Safety evermore accompanies Duty; and if the mercy of God be over all his Works, then it is in a more peculiar manner over all his Workers. Men are never ſo much in Danger, as when they leave his Work, and their Enemies, when they do them the greateſt Hurt, remove them far above the reach of Hurt; So that altho the Ser­vants of Chriſt be ſick, perſecuted, ſcorned and impriſoned, yet they ſhall never be unſafe: For tho they may loſe their Heads, not one Hair of their Heads ſhall periſh, and God will reward them with ſuch a recompence, as will infinitely weigh down all their Work, and all their Woes. For altho he ſuffer them to be expoſed in this life to many Difficulties and Dangers, yet he will not fail to bring them ſafe to Eternal Happineſs, where they ſhall neither offend, nor be offended, and where there ſhall be neither ſin in their Souls, nor a ſinner in their Society; When Satan ſhall have no longer any power to ſolicit, nor they any Inclination to ſin, but all their ſuf­ferings ſhall be turned into Triumphs. Oh bleſſed Condition! To have reſt on every ſide, fulneſs of Grace, and Perfection of Peace! To be for ever freed from all Tears, and be ſafely lodg'd in the Boſom, and lock'd up in the Imbraces, of God to Eternity! To be in our Haven, our Centure, ous Fathers Houſe! Oh, my Soul, 'tis a Hea­ven to hope it! What will it then be to have it!
Great is the heinouſneſs of ſin, ſince it can provoke a God of much Mercy to expreſs much ſeverity. That drop of Gall muſt needs be bitter that can imbitter a whole Sea of honey, how offenſive muſt ſin then be that can provoke a God, to whoſe Ocean of pity the Sea is but a drop! God doth not Afflict us willingly: He gives Honey naturally, but ſtings only when he is provoked by us. So that every Sufferer Coines his own Calamities, & there is no Arrow of Judgment falls down upon us, but what was firſt (in ſinning) ſhot upwards by us; no ſhower of miſeries ſent down upon us, but what was Firſt cauſed by the aſcent of the vapours of our ſin; Nor any Print of Ca­lamity made on us, but ſin is the Print that makes it. What a folly is it then for us in our ſuffering to be impatient againſt God, and yet patient with our ſin, or to be angry with the Medicine, and yet in love with the diſeaſe. Let us juſtifie God therefore in all our ſuffer­ings, and condemn our ſelves.
It ſhould be the Chriſtians chiefeſt care to obtain from God the choiceſt mercies. Worldly men are indeed eaſily put off with the meaneſt, becauſe their Inquiry is only who will ſhew them any good. But O Chriſtian! let nothing pleaſe or ſatisfie thee, but the light of Gods Countenance and do thou ſo receive from God here, as that thou maiſt be received to God hereafter; deſire not Gifts, but Mercies from God, not Pibbles but Pearls, and always labour for that which God never beſtows but in Love. Luther, when he had a Rich preſent ſent him, profeſſed with a holy boldneſs to God, that ſuch things ſhould not ſerve his turn, and do thou always deſire the favour of God rather than outward Felicity. O deſire from God that thy Portion may not be in this Life, but that what thou injoyeſt here, may be a Pledge of better things hereafter.
Thoſe, who have the God of Mercy, for theirs, ſhould not be diſ­mayed with any Miſery, how ſevere and bitter ſoever it be. Bleſſed are thoſe Tears which ſo Merciful a Hand wipes off, and happy are thoſe Twigs that are guided by ſo indulgent a Father, whoſe ſeve­reſt ways are Mercy and Truth, to thoſe that are in Covenant with him. If he ſmile 'tis in Mercy, and if he ſmite 'tis in Mercy. He wounds not to kill, but to cure us, and the wounds of Mercy are better than the imbraces of Anger. Wrath in Proſperity is dread­ful, but Mercy makes the deepeſt Adverſity comfortable: For God never afflicts us for his own pleaſure, but our profit, and he will never take away his loving kindneſs from us. Mercy makes the Sufferings of Gods People to be but notions. It would do one good to be in troubles, and enjoy God in them, to be ſick, and lie in his boſom. For God gives his People a thouſand mercies in eve­ry trouble, and for every trouble, ſo that the holy Soul ſhall meet with no Wilderneſs but what ſhall end in Canaan; ſhall have no Wa­ter, but what ſhall be turned into Wine; nor Lions Carcaſs, but what ſhall become a Hive of Honey, and produce a ſwarm of mercies.
Its True, indeed, Afflictions are oftentimes their Lot and Portion in this World, and even the Holy Patriark, who had the Name of Iſrael as a Mark of a Particular Favour from God, had a life altoge­ther made up of Sorrows: Affliction was his Dayly Bread, and his conſtant Diet-drink; Eſau threatens to kill him; Laban, to whom he flies for refuge, is churliſh and deceitful; his eldeſt Son proved inceſtuous; His only Daughter was raviſhed; two of his ſons were Murthere rs; and his beſt beloved Child was given over for murthered: So that his day's, by his own Computation and Confeſſion, were very few and evil. And his Poſterity had Afflictions left them for a Legacy: Egypt, the Wilderneſs, Canaan, Babylon, &c. were the Stages of Iſraels Tragedies. And the Spiritual Iſrael have been in all the Parts and Ages of the World a diſtreſſed and an afflicted Number, as appears by that Book of Martyrs, which we find epitomis'd in the Eleventh of the Hebrews. Affliction is always Gods Touchſtone, whereby he trys our Obedience; His Furnace to ſeparate between the Metal, and the Droſs, and purge away the Remainder of their Corruption.
The Conſideration therefore of Chriſts coming to Judgment may be to thoſe, who are ſufferers for his Name and Intereſt; Matter of great Comfort and Conſolation: Since they will be then cleared from all undue Imputations, and diſcharg'd from all their Scandals. Moſes, when he was charg'd with Ambition, and taking too much upon him, comforted himſelf with the thoughts of the Morrow (Num. 16.) To morrow (ſaith he) ſhall the Lord ſhew who are his; So when the Councils of the Heart ſhall be manifeſt, every one ſhall have praiſe of God; (1 Cor. 4. 4.) when a Chriſtian is call'd a diſſembler and Hypocrite, Schiſmatick, or the like, he may reply, at the Great day the Lord ſhall ſhew whether it be ſo or no. All Slanders and Defamations ſhall then for ever fall off from the Saints, as Drops of Water do from an Oiled Poſt, and the Weight of their Glory ſhall weigh down all their light diſgraces; In all the Wants and Loſſes of the Faithful for Chriſt in this Life, how great will be their Conſolation, ſince great ſhall be their Reward in Heaven? Many may be loſers for Chriſt, but none ſhall be loſers by Chriſt; For th Day of Judgment ſhall be the Day for the Reſti­tution of all their Comforts. God takes away nothing from us, but what he firſt gave to us, and what again he will reſtore: Nay he will reſtore a thouſand-fold more than ever we loſt for him. The Thoughts of this great Day ſhould relieve us againſt the Length of our Troubles, and the ſlowneſs of our Deliverance: For altho God asks Day for the rewarding of his Children, yet the greatneſs of the Recompence, which he will beſtow upon them on that great Day, ſhall infinitely more than countervail, and compenſate, for the Length of their waiting. In all Obſcurity and Contempt, how may the Saints rejoice to confider, that at the great Day, they ſhall ap­pear with Chriſt in Glory, and ſhine, as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father? Then every one ſhall have their due Place allotted to him, tho now there be nothing but Diſorder and confuſion. The Thoughts of this great Day may comfort the Saints in reſpect of their greateſt Diſtances: For altho in this World they are often far one from another, both as to Places, Opinions, and Affections, yet then they ſhall all meet and dwell together in the unity of the Faith of the Son of God. It may comfort them alſo againſt the Cruelties and Unkindneſſes of wicked Men: For altho it be the Lot of the Saints to live, and their Duty to be patient amongſt them, in this Vale of Miſery, yet they ſhall then be eternally freed from their Company, never to be troubled with ſin, or ſinners, or ſorrows more. For the Day of Judgment ſhall be a Day of Redemption (Eph. 4. 30.) Of Refreſhment, (Acts 3. 9.)
Finally the Thoughts of this Day ſhould ſupport us during our Abſence from Chriſt, ſince we ſhall then meet with our Redeemer, our Spouſe and our Head.
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