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Which began on Tueſday the 23d of this inſtant March, and en­ded on Fryday the 26th of the ſame. With an exact Account of the moſt remarkable Trials of ſeveral notorious Offen­dors, both for Murders and Robberies.
And more eſpecially of one James Wattle for murthering his Apprentice, and one Bridges for hanging a Child up in a Sack and ſmothering it to death in a Chimney, and ſeveral other conſiderable Trials▪ With the number of thoſe Con­demned to dye, burn'd in the hand and to be whipt. ⟨Printed .2. Aprill. 1680.⟩

JUſtice in its Annual progreſs ſeldom miſſes to revenge Af­fronts impoſed upon its integrity, and loudmouth d crimes ſtill hurry a deſerved puniſhment on ſuch offending Miſ­creants as dare by vile offences to tranſgreſs the beſt of Laws, as may in the ſequel of this dread reſult be ſhowen.
The firſt that was called to the Bar was James Wattle, of the Town of Maidſtone Grocer, who was Arraigned and tryed, for Murdering his Apprentice, a Youth of about eighteen years of [Page]  Age: the manner thus. The deceaſed being his Couſen, or ſome near akin to him, was by his indulgent Parents committed to his Care and tuition, not doubting ſuch barbarous uſuage as follow­ed from a Friend, and by reaſon of their diſtant living, could no [...]  [...]aſily be informed, but as it is commonly ſeen, a ſtranger is more kind than a perfidious friend, ſo in this; for the youth had  [...] lived long with him, before he began to uſe him at a groſe R [...]te, that made him complain he was weary of his Life, and all the neighbours took no little notice of the ſame; but as to tho Mu [...]ther for which the Priſoner was tried, be coming home late, th [...] 6th of February laſt, knocked at the Dore, but the Youth as it is ſuppoſed being drowſie by reaſon of his tedious watching, did not quickly hear to let him in, the which ſo inraged his fury that no ſooner was he admitted, but with his unlawful Cudgel, he having ſhut the dore fell upon him ſo unmercifully, that he cried out murther and beg'd of him for Heavens ſake to forbear, but this not at all apeaſed his violence, but continued beating of him till he was tired out of breath, giving him ſo many mortal blowes as cannot well be numbred, and ſo left him weltring in his Gore, who was afterwards by ſome kind hand conveyed to Bed; but in ſome few days after died, complaining of his Maſters cruelty. Af­ter his death the aforeſaid Wattle was apprehended, and bound to anſwer at this Aſſizes, where he pleaded that it was not in the leaſt his deſign to murther him, but to correct him for his negli­gence, and that he was ſorry for thoſe unfortunate blowes that had brought the youth to his end, yet upon all circumſtances, the Jury brought it in Manſlaughter and he was burn'd in the hand.
Richard Field had two Indictments brought againſt him, for ſtealing a Horſe and a Mare, out of a Farmers grounds near M [...]ſtone▪ he being taken on the back of one of them, his plea was that he bought them, but could not produce the man be na­med that ſold them, not bring any proof that he had bought the ſame and having been formerly a man of ill repute, and one that had ſold many horſes to ſeveral in that place, but could give no account how he came by them, the witneſs againſt him being plain and poſitive, the Jury brought him in Guilty, and he ac­cording to Law, received Sentance of Death.
George Barker and William Beſton were indicted the former for ſtealing of Sheep, the latter for ſtealing pewter and Linnen to a conſiderable vallue, all which being proved againſt them, they were brought in Guilty, and were both burn'd in the hand.
[Page]  The next was one Bridges who was tried  [...] Mu [...]thering (after an inhum [...]ne manner, ſeldome heard of) a little Girl about three years old, the circumſtances as followeth. This murther was committed about eighteen years ſince, yet to ſee how Divine Vengeance finds thoſe out that dye their cruel hands in Blood of innocents, the Girl aforeſaid being as we are credibly informed his Brothers Daughter, was by her Parents deceaſing left with a conſiderable Competency of Monies, if not lands or houſes, left and bequeathed to him, with all the endarments of her departing Friends to be brought up by him the which he moſt wil­lingly undertook but had not long e're the Devil, that grand promoter of all dire Deſigns, prompt­ed him on to make her away, and get the poſſeſſi­on of what ſhe had to his own proper intereſt his helliſh ſuggeſtion prevailed ſo far with him that he thought ſit to put it in practiſe, and ſo cunning in contriving, as the better to evade if a diſcovery ſhould be made of Violence done to the Child, that might appear upon ſearch, he tied her up in a thin Sack and hanging it up in the Chimney made a fire with wet ſtraw and other combuſtible matter, which made a noiſome ſmoke and ſo ſmo­thered her not at all regarding the diſtreſſed infants crying and intreating her to take her down till she were dead, and finding none obſerved it but thoſe that himſelf thought ſit to make privy to, it viz. one Dux a ſervant Maid, he cauſed to be buried, and gave out that he had ſent the Child to London to be educated there, and ſo ſtopped the mouthes of thoſe that were inquiſitive in that particular but [Page]  about eighteen years being expired, his Maid fell ſick and thinking death was near at hand, her Guilty Conſcience ſtarted up this moſt inhumane and barbarous Crime, ſo that it long lying heavy on her she at laſt divulged it in its horrid circum­ſtances as before recited, but recovering of that ſickneſs, her Maſter was apprehended upon thoſe words, she had confeſſed, and being committed, received now his Trial, his plea was that she was light-headed when she ſpoke thoſe words, but he not being able to make out what became of the Child, and there being no other Witneſs but her Confeſſion, the leaſt the Jury could make of this barbarous Act was Man-ſlaughter.
Robert Morgan was Indicted for Fellony and Burglary for breaking open the houſe of one Mr. Wincomb a Victualer, and taking away divers Pots, and Flagons, two Pewter Baſons, and ſeveral par­cels of Linnen, with 20 s. in money, all which amounted to 8 or 9 pounds but being taken with the Goods, he was Committed, yet they could not prove the dore to de broake open, ſo that only the Felony was materially proved, for which he was convicted and burnt in the hand.
Mary Willis and Thomas Ward, for stealing ſeveral pieces of Linnen from off the Hedges near Maidſtone, were found Guilty to the vallue of ten pence, and ordered to be ſcurged for remembrance.
There were in all five burn'd in the hand, one con­demned to dye, and two to be whipt.
FINIS.
[Page]
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