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Plain and Exquiſite Scripture-Proof, That St. John Baptiſt and the bleſſed Apoſtles, and all the Primitive Bap­tizers, did baptize by ſprinkling, or pouring water upon the perſon or perſons they baptized, and not by dipping the perſon into water.
Proving
	1. That St. John Baptiſt did intend pouring upon, or sprinkling with when he ſaid, He ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt.
	2. That he did not intend dipping when he ſaid, I indeed have baptized you with water.
	3. Proving, That he did intend ſprinkling or pouring upon, when he ſaid, I indeed have baptized you with water, Matth. 3.11.
	4. A further clearing of the Truth by the Synonymous Terms in Scrip­ture, with the anſwering of various Objections.
	5. A Scriptural diſcovery of the proper and conſtant ſignification of the Greek word  [...] in the New Teſtament; Proving, that it only ſignifieth pouring upon, or ſpinkling with, in the New Teſtament; but never dipping the perſon into water.

And this is proved by the Evidence of a great Jury, viz.
	1. St John Baptiſt, the firſt Baptizer.
	2. Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.
	3. St. Peter, the great Preacher to the Ci [...]ciſion.
	4. St. Matthew the Evangeliſt.
	5. St. Mark.
	6. St. Luke.
	7. St. John, who were the Recorders of this Word.
	8. St. James.
	9. St. Paul, the great Preacher to the Gentiles.
	10. The believing Church of the Jews
	11. The believing Church of the Gentiles, how they did underſtand it.
	12. The Malicious and Implacable Scribes and Phariſees, and their Adhe­rents, the unbelieving Jews, how they did underſtand it.

Alſo ſome Obſervations upon Mr. Keach's Reflections upon my late Trea­tiſe, Intituled, Plain and expreſs Scripture Proofs, That John Baptiſt did as certainly Baptize Infants in the Church of the Jews as the Adult; With the Confirmation of the Truth reflected againſt by him.
By JOSHƲA EXELL, Miniſter of the Goſpel.
LONDON, Printed for the Author, and are to be ſold by Thom [...]  [...] hurſt, at the Bible and Three Crowns in Cheapſide; and by Willia [...]  [...] Bookſeller in Warmister, 1693.


Some Obſervations upon the Reflections made by Mr. Keach upon my late Treatiſe, Intituled, A ſerious Enquiry into and certain produceing of plain and expreſs Scripture-Proof, That John Baptiſt did as certainly Baptize In­fants when he adminiſtred Baptiſm to the Church of the Jews, as the Adult.
[Page]
ALL that have took any obſerva io [...] of what hath been brought againſt Infant Baptiſm c n­not but kno [...] that one of the things  [...]ll [...]dge [...] for  [...]heir exc [...]u [...]n from external Baptiſm, h [...]th been, that Infants are no expreſſed in the Commiſſio [...], &c and therefore they are not to be Ba  [...]iſed, becauſe  [...]e read  [...]or of their Baptiſm, a [...] particul rly expre ed.
Now the Anabaptiſts were not expreſſed in my ſmall Treatiſe, and  [...]et th [...], or ſome one of them appears in publick with Reflect [...]ns g [...]inſt i [...]; by which they, or h [...] for the reſt do [...]h declare, that they believe themſelves there intended,  [...]ho not expre [...]ſed, altho Infan [...]s muſt no [...] intended, if not expreſſed. If the [...] or any for  [...]hem  [...]y, it is becauſe the Matter di [...] concern them, tho they were not expreſly name [...].
Anſ. So doth the matter of the Promiſe and Covenant concern Infants as much as an [...], and there­fore muſt be there in [...]ended, as much as any Souls whatſoever, tho no more expreſſed than others. So that the thing owned as a principle h [...]th been forgo [...],  [...]r no [...] kept  [...]o, to m [...]ke any re [...]lect­ions upon my Treatiſe, and I ſuppoſe  [...]s little reg [...]rd will  [...]e f [...]und to be had to the word of God in the matter an [...] manner of the Reflections.
For firſt, I deſire all the thinking and impartial perſons that Mr. Keach doth appeal to,  [...]nd call in to be judges; that the greateſt of the proof brought or any thing rej [...]cted by this man, that I have ſaid, or to confirm what he ſaith, is not thus ſaith the Lord, or thus it is written. But, I deny, I affirm, I challenge, 'tis denyed, we deny, we do not ſay. I have ſhewed, therefore ſay I, &c.
Which way of proving things, or denying thing ſo abundantly proved by Scripture in  [...]y Trea­tiſe, tho it may be beſt pleaſing to them, and alſo ſufficient proof to them, that have found fault with too many Scripture quotations. Yet it is not becoming them that have rejected all that others have ſaid, but what expreſs Scripture can be produced for. And let the impartial and thinking, judg whether it can be ſufficient warrant for, either to beget, or nouriſh a Divine Faith in any Soul that believes this mans Aſſertions, or Negations.
But a little more particular: A well as this is the moſt part of the proof in general, ſo my Con­ſcience is apprehended in particular, in the firſt place; for giving a book ſuch a Title, as being be­yond his knowledg; and if it is not within the reach of his knowledg, who is ſo capacious, i [...] muſt needs be very vile, with the Witneſs: His words are, p. 35. Who calls himſelf a Miniſter of the Goſpel; but with what good Conſcience a man of his Fun [...]tion can give a Book ſuch a Title, I know not. And all the reaſon why my Conſcience is thus Judged, is, becauſe none ever ſaw, nor found out thoſe proofs till now. I would deſire all to take notice that it is not, becauſe there is not that proof in Scripture, or becauſe I have not produced Scripture for it; but becauſe none other took notice of it before. So that it muſt be the Symptom of an evil Conſcience, for any one to t ke notice of that from God's word that none ever did take notice of before. How certain a truth ſo ever it be, and how clearly ſo ever the proofs in Scripture are produced for it.
2. He ſaith, p. 35. But I will appeal to all thinking and impartial perſons, whether, or no, this new and bold attempt of this mans doth not give cauſe to all people to doubt of all the former pretended Argu­ments and proofs for Paedo, or Infant Baptiſm, ſince new ways are thought neceſſary to evirce it.
Obſerve m [...] new way is charged to give cauſe to all people to doubt of all former pretended Ar­guments and Proofs, not of any real ones: So that truth and reallity is like to loſe nothing by my new way, by this mans judgment. And what Arguments was but pretended could never be made better. But if all that fai [...]hful Miniſters have ſaid, are by this man accounted and condemned as pretended Arguments and Proofs; Obſerve how all the f [...]ithful Servants of Chriſt are condemn'd as them that have deluded Souls with pretended arguments, and defended God's Ordinances with pretended proofs. And why he ſhould call mine new, when it is as old as the firſt Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and as old as before Baptiſm was adminiſtred to the Gentiles; and the thing Argued for is the ſame ſubjectively conſidered that ever any of God's ſervants argued for; and for the bold­neſs of it, I know no more boldneſs than what God's Servants have ſhewed, and than what the Scrip­ture doth bear them out in; and the things produced by me, are as much confirmed by Scripture as by many others, and in ſuch abundance to offend ſome. And why this ſhould give ground to any, and then much leſs to all peopl [...], to queſtion all the reſt, I know not; except it be, becauſe they do not ſee that the cauſe is not given up for loſt; and that it is not wanting of Scripture war­rant, in that there may be more of the Scripture produced than ever yet was Produced; and that God doth not withdraw his aſſiſtance in the ſtudy of it; in that, things new as well as old may be  [...]oduced in this caſe.
[Page]3. Obſerve that he a [...]erts that ſuch who read over my plain Scripture proofs, &c. will certain­ly conclude that the title contains a grand untruth. B [...] which it is clear that he concludes it a grand untruth And yet not in the leaſt proved it an untruth, But confirmed the truth of all of it. And is it not ſtrange, that he ſhould draw his concluſions, without proving the premiſes. And to conclude too, tha [...] ſuch as read it over will do ſo too; Indeed ſome that never have read it, that are enemies to Inf [...]nt Baptiſm, have been of his mind. But none that have read it, that I know of, have been of that mind. But if any had read it, and had been of that mind▪ would that be a ſufficient warrant to prove it, or for he to print ſuch an untruth, to aſſert, that ſuch as read it will certainly conclude it a grand un­truth. All the proof alleaged, to prove it an untru [...]h, is, that ſuch as read it will certainly conclude ſo, thi [...] need not trouble any with too many Scripture proofs.
4. Obſerve, Before he diſmiſſeth all the thinking and Impartial perſons that he hath appealed to, as Ju [...]ge [...], he Intimates to them what Judgment they ſhall bring in, and what verdict they ſhall paſs; And that is, to  [...]peak no worſe, It argueth, theſe men a [...]e ſtrangely left to themſelves, or to blind­neſs;  [...] ſhall undertake to affirm for Doctrine, without Scripture Demonſtration, or ſolid Rea­ſons ſ [...]ch things which are nothing but their own fancies. I Pra [...] you that are thinking and Impartial, take notice who he Intends by theſe m [...]n. It muſt include all that have written any of the pretend­ed arguments f [...]r Infant Baptiſm, for they are expreſſed in the plural Number and without any li­m [...]t [...]tion, or reſtriction ſo as to exempt any one of them, of an [...] generation. And the ſentence paſt up­on them all indiffinitely is that they are ſtrangely left to themſelves, or to blindneſs. If to themſelves, it muſt be b [...]indn [...]ſs, for we are all in darkneſs by Nature, Epheſ. 5.8. And theſe men are left to it, which is all one with being given up to it. And this leaving of them to blindneſs, muſt be by man, or by God. By man, none can Imagine, that this Gentleman Intends; for it is not in mans power to leave or give up any to it. And therefore it muſt be by God. And he doth not ſay they are blind in the concrete, or left to be blind, but le [...]t to blindneſs in the abſtract. And it is not limitted in what thing or things it is in. And if he had done that, that would not have mended, or abated the ſentence, for blindneſs muſt reſpect all the whole courſe and ſtate. And it reſpects all that ſhall un­dertake to offer for Doctrine, without Scripture demonſtra [...]ion, or ſolid Reaſons, ſuch things which are nothing, but their own fancies. Now had he, or all thoſe of his opinion, proved that all that hath been offered in pulpit, or in print, had been without Demonſtration of Scripture or ſolid Rea­ſons, Then I ſhould have paſt it by without obſervation.
But for Mr. Keach to paſs this Judgment upon their perſonal ſtate, as left to blindneſs, and their labours as their own fancies, and without Demonſtration of Scripture or ſolid Reaſons, Who can but make a ſtand, and view this dreadful doom, And this not as the worſt. But to ſpeak no worſe. No worſe, what could have been worſe? If left  [...]o blindneſs, whither are all gone that are departed? Our Saviour ſaith the blind leader of the blind, will and ſhall fall into the Ditch, and the blind that are led, by them too, Matth. 15.14. And as all  [...]aithful Miniſters and the people that have been led by them, muſt be all Damned, fallen into the Ditch of hell, ſo all that are alive muſt all be going thither, and all that hearken to  [...]hem, muſt come to the ſame and. He looks upon all their hearers, not only  [...]s deceived. But ſuch as are willing to be deceived. For he ſaith, ſuch as are willing to be deceived let them be deceived, page 35. By which it appears that he doth not only Judge all faithful Miniſters as left to blindneſs, But alſo as  [...]ceiver [...], And all the r hearers as deceived. And if theſe things be true, What a condition are all faithful Miniſters in, and all their hearers both dead and living. And if this mans words be true, who would ever hearken to one Miniſter more? And it is not limitted, in any thing; for being left to blindneſs or deceiving, cannot be limitted They that can limit blindneſs as to any time, or action, may if they can. And put a more favourable conſtructi­on upon this mans Expreſſions, and all the thinking and Impartial perſons are appealed to in the caſe to paſs Judgment. And if this man did think as he did write, What is his apprehenſi [...]n of all that are not of his mind, and how far from all peace with them, or any Inclination thereto? And if his thoughts were as he did write, How dare he, or with what conſcience could he bring in the ſay­ings of Mr. Cotton, and Mr. Baxter, and ſeveral others, to prove and confirm his Interpretations of Scripture, and as the only proof of his aſſertions, and glor [...] in what a cloud of Witneſſes he can bring of them, to confirm his matter, when he Doth not offer one text of Scripture, or of Gods word, to prove it, p. 40. Did he think as he writ, and would he confirm what he ſaith of ſo weighty a thing as Confeſſion is, in his apprehenſion, with the words and writings of they that he affi [...]ms are left to blindneſs, and are deceivers; and they that are led by them are willingly deceived; which ſheweth that their deceivings are to notorious that they might ſee it if they would; and yet bring theſe mens ſayings for his proof. How contemptible muſt he treat the great Truths, nay, the precious truths of Christ, p. 54. He ſtileth it; And yet bring only blind mens ſayings and writings, wherewith they have de­ceived people, to confirm it. O you thinking and Impartial perſons, Judge of this mans courſe, in his [Page] proof of his precious truth. And what regard hath h [...] to the  [...]aith of his c [...]edu [...]ous  [...]ea [...]s, o [...]  [...] ­ers, of ſuch prec [...]ous truth as he maintains and c ntends for, and offer only blind mens ſayings for the Interpretation he giveth to texts, and the probation, and confirmation of his aſſertions. When he aff [...]ms that the [...] that have believed them, and been led by them, are willingly deceived. And all the while offers them nothing for the foundation of their faith, in what he ſaith. But what theſe have ſaid and written, did ever any one of the true Prophets of the Lord confirm what they ſaid to th [...] people with what thoſe they had declared to be deceivers, and falſe Prophets had ſaid or did ſay or write? Did Moſes confirm what he aſſerted with the ſayings of Jannis and Jambris, who de­ceived the people? Or did Phillip confirm his Doctrine he  [...]aught the people of Samaria, with what Simon the ſorcerer ſaid, who deceived the people! Acts. 8. This man doth Imagine he followeth Phillip's way of Baptizing, And why ſhould he not follow Phillip's wa [...] in proving his matter of Doctrine, nay that which he calls the precious truth of Chriſt, and yet brings n [...]thing of Gods word to confirm it, B [...]t only the ſayings of them which he affirms are left to blindneſs, and deceiveth the people, I appeal to all thinking and Impartial perſons, whether it is any ranſgreſſion in me, if I take no notice of thoſe ſayings quoted b [...] this man, as ſu  [...]icient proofs, or his matter, he having Judged it invallid and deceiving. Whatever eſteem and veneration I have otherwiſe for thoſe famous and Re­verend ſervants of the Lord Jeſus, quoted by him. And if he did mean as he did write, How could he call them, or ſtile them, the learned, and all the learned, p. 50.
5. We may obſerve one Grand untruth more in the Porch of this mans building. And that is. That he ſhall make ſome ſhort reflections upon my proofs. p. 35. But let all the thinking. and Impartial Judge, Whe­ther he doth not paſs over all the proofs to the oth p. of m [...] book at one ſtep, and b [...]gins to quarrel with the Interpretation of the term All? And he ſaith he would make ſome ſhort reflections upon my proofs, and yet affirms in p. 16. That I give neither ſcripture nor reaſon to demonſtate what I ſay is true. And yet he ſaith he would make ſhor [...] reflections upon my proofs, which could never be if there was none.
After we have viewed the Porch of his building, and found ſo much of Notorious bitter cenſur­ing and falſeneſs, let us take a little obſervation of what is within in the Chambers of his Ima­gery; for if one half page contain ſo much, what is there in near twenty full pages.
6. Obſerve that in p. 37. he ſaith, The Miniſtration the word belongs not to Infants. And for proof of this, quotes Deut. 11.1, 2. For I ſpeak not with your Children, &c. tho the matter contained in this text, he ſaith at other times belongs to the old Covenant of Works, as he calls it; and ſo can­not extend to the proof of their exemption from the new Covenant, nor be a ſufficient proof of it.
Yet to take a litlle obſervation of this aſſertion of his by the Miniſtration of the word that belongs not to Infants, he muſt intend the Miniſtration of it by the immediate and extraordinary Officers; as the Prophets; or elſe he muſt intend the Miniſtration of it by ordinary Officers, as the explain­ers and interpreters of the words the Prophets delivered. If he intends the immediate Officers, and the Meſſages that they delivered, that it did not belong to Infants; then Infants whereever they are mentioned in the Meſſages of the Prophets muſt be blotted out of all their writings and propheſies; or elſe all the Prophets muſt be judged as falſe witneſſes; and that they put infants Names in their expreſſions and meſſ [...]ges from the Lord when i [...] belonged not to them. And ſo Moſes muſt be condemn­ed for ſaving, The Covenant was m [...]de with them that day, Deut. 29.10, 11, 12, and in Deut. 32.25. The ſword without, and terrour within ſha [...]l dest [...]oy both the young man, and the virgin, the ſuckling alſo with the man with grey hairs. And the Prophet Joel muſt be condemned likewiſe for p [...]tting Infants among them that were called to the faſt and the ſolemn Aſſembly, as well as the Elders, Joel 2.16. And ſo alſo Jer. in the Lamen [...]ations, for it belonged not to them, they are not ſpoken with, in it; nor muſt they be chaff or wheat in  [...]he floor; nor to be caſt out, muſt neither be gathered into the Garner; nor burnt up with unquenchable fire; nor muſt John the Baptiſt intend them in that Text, Mat. 3.10. Nor muſt the Prophet intend Infants by the godly ſeed, Mal. 2.15. See alſo Iſa. 11.8. But if he intends the Miniſtration of the word by ordinary Miniſters as interpreters of the word, then the meaning muſt be, that no one Miniſter muſt meddle with the Interpretation or Application of any of thoſe texts where Infants are mentioned expreſly; nor with the Interpretation of any of thoſe gene­ral ſcriptural expreſſions, wherein they are included with the Adult, as Nations, Gen. 17.4.6. and Seed, Gen. 17.7. ſo Off-ſpring, Iſſue, &c. And Houſe, in 1 Sam. 22.19, 22. and then how dare he Interpret that Text, Mat. 3.10. to be meant of the cutting off of Infants; and therefore they muſt be in ſtill; and all that is interpreted to caſt them out muſt be falſe; becauſe, as th [...]s man ſaith, the Miniſtration of the word belongs not to them. And Chriſt's praying for them and bleſſing of them, muſt not be acts of his Miniſtry, or elſe what this Man ſaith muſt be falſe, M [...]rk 10.13, 14, 15.16.
7. He ſaith in p. 33. That there is no account given of any Infant that was Baptiſed. How notorious an untruth is this, when none can tell exactly the thouſands that were Baptized in that Baptiſm menti­oned by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 10.2, 3. Neither is there any Adult particularly mentioned in Mat. 3.5, 6. And therefore they muſt not be there neither.
[Page]8.  [...]e  [...]ai [...] page 3 [...]. Th [...] tha [...] is  [...]or [...]idden which is not commandm [...]. And  [...]. The caſting out of Infants from the Church of God is not commanded, Therefore it is forbidden. The excluſion of them from being ſubjects of the miniſtration of the word is not commanded, There­fore it is  [...]orbidden. The gaining of a right to Baptiſm by a verbal confeſſion, or the requiring ſuch a confeſſion is not commanded, Therefore it is forbidden. The hearing of ſuch confeſſions, and determining of perſons right by ſuch confeſſions is not commanded, Therefore it is forbidden. The excluding all that cannot come upon their perſonal natural feet, and that cannot make ſuch confeſſions is not commanded, Therefore it is forbidden. Dipping is not commanded, Therefore it is f [...]rbidden John Baptiſt his cutting off the Jews from the covenant made with Abraham, and calling it a covenant of works, is not commanded, therefore it is forbidden. The taking away of all their priviledges as children of Abraham is not commanded, Therefore it is forbidden▪ The calling of all  [...] the fleſh i [...] ſeed is not commanded, therefore it is forbidden. I wiſh that this man doth believe, and t [...]at he  [...]ill but own his own aſſertions in this caſe▪ The giving in confeſſions in writing to ſatisfie the Baptizor that perſons are true converts is not commanded, therefore it is forbidden.
9. He ſaith p. 38. That Infants cannot be ſaid as ſuch to be receivers of Chriſt, nor rejectors of him, Beca [...]e they are capable to do neither. And yet he ſaith God may ſanctify ſome elect Infants, in page 38. And demeth it again in page 39. And ſaith Infants are not capable to repent. And in page 49. Affirms that God may ſanctifie ſome elect Infants. And can theſe things be all true? How blind ſoever ſome are Judged to be, yet ſome have not ſuch wide throats as to ſwallow theſe dreadful falſities. Gods word gives us warrant to believe that one dry bone is as capable to receive the ſpirit of life as ano­ther dry bone, Ezek. 3 [...]. 3, 4, 5. And Iſaac and Jacob was as capable to be ſaid to live in Infancy, though in their blood, as Abraham when adult. Ezek. 16.4, 5, to 14. And free grace can of the ſame lamp make one veſſel to honour, and another to diſhonour. And who can be a veſ­ſel of honour but by free grace? Rom. 9.16, 22, 23. And that the carnal mind is enmity againſt God and is not ſubject, neither indeed can be to the law of God. Rom. 8.7. And that all the world are haters of Chriſt by nature, in John 7.7. And if they were not, then they need not Chriſt to ſlay the enmi [...]y, nor to reconcile them to God. O what dreadful things are theſe things! That this Gen­tleman aſſ [...]r [...]s. They that are capable of Election are capable of all things elſe to which they are e­lected, or elſe the election muſt be loſt. Rom. 11.4, 5, 6, 7, 8. And this man doth acknowledge that there are ſome elect Infants. p. 49. And if there were not, there could be none of the Adult elect. See one bleſſed ſcripture that he gainſayeth, Iſa. 65.20, 21. And if grace be a lively principle, is not ſ [...]n too, to oppoſe every thing of Chriſt? Rom. 7.23.
10. He ſaith, p. 3 [...]. That Baptiſm Depends, as to the right to it, upon the poſitive commands of Christ. And I believe ſo too. Or elſe it muſt be will-worſhip, and the Apoſtles did nothing, nor were to teach any thing but what was commanded. Matth. 28.20. And then how dare he to affirm that it was a verbal confeſſion that gave them right? He muſt find them that the command or au­thority of Chriſt doth not extend to, where the Goſpel comes, Before he can have warrant to deny them right to Baptiſm, and that as a commanded duty, And their ſin to neglect or reject it, Luke 7.30. John 17.2.
11. He ſaith p. 38. We deny that Infants have the habit of faith. Anſw. The ſcripture ſaith, that all men have not faith, and I never thought nor writ that all Infants had. But ſome Infants have had the habits of faith as well as ſome men, Witneſs Iſaac, Jacob, Samuel, Sampſon, Jeremiah, John Baptiſt. But he ſaith who is able to know that? Anſwer. So he ſaith in p. 34. Who knows who are in a true ſpiritual ſenſe in covenant with God? And then by the force of this mans reaſon rendered the Adult muſt not have the habits of faith neither, Becauſe it cannot be known. And then what is his con­feſſion worth, if perſons will believe his own words, and Judge of his confeſſion by what himſelf ſaith.
12. Obſerve that until he hath proved that all that John Baptiſt Baptized were every perſon of them true converts. And that they made out the truth of their repentance by their confeſſion of ſin. And that this confeſſion was verbal, and alſo that it was a commanded duty. And that John required it of them. And this to ſatisfy him. And that this confeſſion did gaine their right to be baptized, &c. To be admitted church members. Not one of which things can be proved by Gods word. But till he hath proved this, and proved it by expreſs ſcripture, his few poor pretended Arguments muſt go for his own fancies, without either demonſtration of ſcripture or ſolid Reaſon.
13. Obſerve that his Imagined Interpretation of Mala. 4.1. To prove John Baptiſt to purge the floor of any, and much leſs of all Infants in the Jewiſh church, is Notorious falſe, as may be clear­ed from the expreſſions in the context; Becauſe John Baptiſt was to be ſent before that day of the Lord came, Mal. 4.5. And the ſubjects threatned in verſe. 1. And the proud and thoſe that do wicked­ly. And this Mr. Keach cannot Make Infants, Becauſe they could not at that age commit  [...] And he ſaith Mr. Cotten underſtands it of the Scribes and Phariſes, p. 40, 41, &c.
[Page]14. Obſerve he ſaith, that he hath ſhewe [...]  [...]hat the Goſpel diſpenſation hath overthrown the Mo­ſaical conſtitution of the church of the Jews. And that Chriſt hath  [...]nto  [...]n out the fleſhly ſeed as ſuch, that is, no Infant is to be member of the Goſpel Church. I pray all you thinking and Impartial men to obſerve his proof. A d that is he hath ſhewed, and that is as true as f he ſhould ſay he had turned night to day, or day to night, as to ſay he had or could ſhew t [...]at when John the Baptiſt Baptized them, the Church of the Jews was deſtroyed. An [...] that all Infants are the fleſhly ſeed, and that no Infant is or was to be member of the Goſpel Church. For then he muſt make all the Infants that were ſingled out by eſpecial prediction of Gods word, to be Martyrs, to be none of the Goſpel Church. Matth. 2.17, 18, 22, 23. Contrary to Chriſts own words that declare ſufferers for him to be of his family or houſhold, Matth. 10.25. 2. Then they that Chriſt pray [...]d f [...]r, and bleſſed, muſt not be of the viſible Church. 3. This contradicts the expreſs words of Chriſt, For of ſuch are the kingdom of God. Mark 1.13, 14, 15, 4. Then the all in the Church muſt never receive the king­dom of God, if they do not receive it as they that are not to be of the church receive it, Luke 18.17. 5. Then they were the greateſt inſtruments to ſtop the mouths of the Scribes and Phariſees, and to make known Chriſts power and praiſe that were not to be of the viſible church. Matth. 21.15, 16, Do you fee [...] your church with ſuch falſities as theſe?
15. He ſaith Infants Baptiſm doth them no good, p. 40. There being no promiſe of ble [...]ſ [...]ng made to them in their Baptiſm. Obſerve how contrary this is to the expreſs words of the ſpirit of God by Peter, Acts 2.38, 39. The promiſe is to you and your children. And to the Promiſe declared by John, Matth. 3.11. If Infants are not expreſſed no more are Adult.
16. He ſaith, What appears not is not, p. 40. and then God muſt have no church, when he ſaid he had reſerved ſeven thouſand to himſelf. Their grace did not appear to Peter, in Acts 2.37, 38. by their confeſſion, therefore it was not. Their grace did not appear to John, Matth. 3.5, 6. For elſe why did he bid th [...]m bring forth fruits. Ergo v. 8.
17. Obſerve he ſaith, that the ſubjects of Johns Ministry and  [...]f Chriſts were all one. Then John did not curſe and caſt out Infants becauſe Chriſt bleſſed them, and that becauſe they were of the kingdom of God they were to come to him. Mark 10.13, 14, 15.
18. He ſaith that John left ſome, nay more people to Chriſt and his Diſci [...]les to Baptize than he baptized, p. 42. And that John Baptized but few comparatively. When the ho [...]y Ghoſt expreſly ſaith, that they of Jeruſalem, all the region, all Judea were baptized of him. A d our Saviour con­demns them that were not, Luke 7.30. Hear O heavens. If John left any it muſt be the good or bad, or both. If the good only, that muſt be injuſtice to caſt out the good. If the bad onl [...], then his church muſt be pure and Chriſts Impute. And how then ſhould he make them Mr. Keach his living ſtones for Chriſt. And if he refuſed the bad, why did he threaten them, or promiſe Chriſt to baptize them. If he left bad and good it muſt be injuſtice and partiallity. And the confeſſion then did not gaine them a right. And if he left them for Chriſt and his diſciples to baptize, why ſhould he cut them down, or ſtrip them of their priviledges, as Mr. Keach ſaith he did, upon Matth. 3.9, 10.
19. Obſerve, He ſaith p. 42. That John Baptized them as ſuch that believed in him that was to dye. This is contrary to the expreſs word of God, Acts 19.3, 4. which ſaith, Verily John baptized them, ſaying to the people, that they ſhould believe on him that ſhould come after him. That is, on Chriſt Jeſus. And the ſpirit of God doth expreſly ſay, that they believed in Chriſt afterwards, John 10.41, 42. And yet this he affirms them to be all true penitents, in p. 38. 39, 41, 42. And this he had the conſcience to ſay in the face of all the expreſs ſcriptures from Johns own mouth, and alſo from Chriſts himſelf, and unanſwerable arguments to prove it in my treatiſe, p. 52, 53, 54, 55. And he brings not one text to prove they were true penitents. If they had been true peniten [...]s when baptiſed, in verſes 5, 6. why ſhould Mr. Keach dare preach to his Church and print to the world, that John took away their priviledges, and cut them down, in v. 9, and 10 of Matth. 3d.
20. Obſerve he ſaith, p. 45. That by my argument all the world may be baptized; when I argue only for the Baptizing of them that had God for their God. Deut. 29, and they to whom the promiſe did belong. Acts 2.38, 39. Matth. 3.11.
21. Obſerve, he ſaith that the covenant made with Abraham, with his fleſhly ſeed, was a carnal co­venant, and this John the baptiſt cut them off from, in Matth. 3.10. and by this the right of Infants for admiſſion to be church members was all put an end to. Anſ. All that this Gentleman ſaith, or any other, to prove the covenant of circumciſion to be a covenant of works, muſt all go for nothing but his or their fancies, till he or they have proved that Infants at eight days old are capable to know as much of a law of God contained in the word of divine revelation, a [...] to do as much as the adult, and their works to be as valued in law, and deſerve as good a reward as the adult parent, as it is diſcovered in my treatiſe, in p. 66, 67, 68, 69, 70. and which Mr. Keach knew well enough was too hard for him [Page] to prove, and therefore paſſed it by in ſilence. But all he ſaith of this covenant to  [...]  [...] ­nant of works is nothing, till he hath proved the infant capable of ſuch a covenant. And if he could do this, yet this wou [...]d but render them the more ceatainly capable of the covenant of Grace. And this Imagin [...]tion about the covenant of circumci [...]ion being a covenant of works, is one of the dread­fulleſt falſities t [...]at ever entred into the head of mortals. For if it was a law of God. The carnal mind is not ſubject to it, neither indeed can be. Rom. 8.7. And a notion that the vileſt S [...]dduces either had no [...] received, or had not the face to mention, in Matth. 22.30, 31. W [...]n our Saviour brought Gods being the God of Ab [...]aham, Iſaac and Jacob, to prove the reſurrection, they did not ſay, that that was a covenant of work [...] for the land of Canan only.
And for Joh [...]s cutting them down from ſuch an Imagined covenant, in Matth. 3.10. Was ne­ver the like heard of. For if they were out of the covenant of Grace, What had J [...]hn to do to judge them, 1. Cor. 5.1 [...]. And if he ſhould cut them off from this covenant, It muſt be in Judgment or mercy. If in Judgmen [...], then they muſt Immediately be turned out of the good land, and all other their mercies. If in mercy, Then he muſt make it a priviledg not to have theſe mercies, and the good land. And then it was given to them in Judgment, and took away in mercy. And it muſt be of all or ſome. If of all, it was to make the good as the bad, or elſe there muſt be none good. And they muſt be cut down as they that had broken the covenant, or kep [...] the covenant. If they were circumciſed, they kept that covenant And then it muſt be injuſtice to out them down; and none could do it by that covenant. And if they broke the covenant, to take away the covenant, was to take away the law, and ſo make them no tranſgreſſors, and to free them from all obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment. And was ever tree cut down with laying the ax to the root of it, and not ſtrike one ſtroak? Or did ever mortal cut a tree down and then bid him bring forth good fruit? Let heaven and earth Judge of this Doctrine.
22. Obſerve he ſaith, that John denyed them their priviledges, Matth. 3.9. p. 43. 48. And why then doth the holy Ghoſt tell them of their priviledge of being the children of the Prophets, Acts 3.25. Was not Abraham one of theſe Prophets, Or were others higher than him?
23. Obſerve he ſaith, p. 47. That a command is ſometimes attended with a power to charge the ſoul. And if baptiſm be a commanded duty, how dare he ſay, that no Infant had ever any good by baptiſm?
24. Obſerve p. 46. He ſaith, I make baptiſm a very Inſignificant ſigne, And yet at another time that I make it a converting ordinance, either of which I never did.
25. Obſerve his command that he brings for his confeſſion, is Matth. 3.8. Did not John require it when he ſaid bring forth fruits. And did not Philip require it, Acts 8.37, 38, &c. Anſw. That com­mand was after baptiſm. Compare Matth. 3.5, 6. with 8. And after the confeſſion was made and received. And to the Phariſees and Sadduces chiefly. And that is in the plural Number, fruits, and not fruit; and how dare he or any elſe to limit where God doth not? and to require fewer fruits than Gods word doth? And to make a verbal confeſſion to be equal with any other fruit of repen­tance, and yet ſay who can know certainly who is in the covenant of God by it, and ſay that the fruit of the life is the loudeſt diſcovery of the change in the heart? and yet verbal confeſſion muſt do all! and where can he prove that verbal confeſſion to man is a certain fruit of true repentance? as for Philip's requiring a confeſſion, that is as falſe as all the reſt, For he required none. He ſaith, if thou believeſt with all thine heart thou mayeſt. But not if thou confeſſeſt. If he, or any, elſe ſay it is Im­plyed, that will be no help to him. For if Phillip required or intended to have a confeſſion of the truth of his grace, as it is writ in his heart, Why did he take a confeſſion of the object of faith? and if the Eunuch had underſtood Philip to intend the diſcovery of the truth of his faith, as wrought in his heart, Why did he confeſs ſomething of the object of faith, &c.
And for the confeſſion mentioned Rom. 10.10. That is a confeſſion to ſalvation, and not to bap­tiſm, and to God and not to man, and of practice and not verbal only. The Phariſees baptizing their hands was an honouring God with their mouth, that is, with their outward man, Matth. 15.8. Mark. 7.6. Would this Gentleman have perſons confeſs heir ſins to him upon their knees as peo­ple are to do to God in prayer? You that have ſo required, and preached and printed for confeſſion, ſhew your command for ſuch a confeſſion to give right to baptiſm, or publiſh your repentance and do it no more.
26. Obſerve he ſaith, no doubt of it but it was a confeſſion of actual ſins, and therefore it did con­cern Infants. Obſerve, if Infants were to be caſt out of the Church of God if they could not make it, then it did concern them, for what they were to be cut off for the Omiſſion of, that did concern them, Gen. 17.14. and then perſons at age muſt commit thoſe ſins, or elſe they could not commit them, nor be capable to gain a right by it to be baptized. See my treatiſe from 36. to 55  [...]
27. Obſerve, He ſaith p. 53. That the baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, doth not ſignify the com­munication [Page] of the ſavin [...] graces of the ſpirit to true believers, or their participation of them, But the v [...]ſi [...]le gif [...]  [...]f tongues, and working of Miracles, &c.  [...]et all fleſh ſee this proved falſe in my treatiſe. He refle [...]ts agai [...]ſt p. 51. an [...] alſo in this enſuing, and let all fleſh Judge of the dread­ful Impudency of thi [...] man that ſhould dare in the face of to many expreſs ſcriptures produced, and undenia [...]le arguments, to a [...]ert ſuch  [...]alſities, and for his reproachful ſlander againſt me, to ſay. I abuſe thoſe tex [...]s, R [...]m. 5. [...]. And Mala.  [...]. L [...] 1.1 [...]. L [...] the thinking and Impartial view their ex­p [...]  [...]on. And the argumen [...]  [...]rom  [...]n my tre [...]iſe p. 60, 51, 62, 63, 64, 65. And let all that have a  [...] gh to fe [...]ch a tea [...] to ſhed, fetch i [...] for, and ſhed it for  [...]his man; That ſhall have the face to ſtile him [...]elf a paſtor of a Ch [...]rc [...] of Chriſt, and yet dare to preach and print ſuch Notorious falſities. And ſo to cenſure and  [...]ondem [...] to hell G [...]ds faithful Miniſters, and their conſciencious hearers. And this when he had no [...] his, nor any of his opinion, their nam [...]s mentioned. Nor any reviling giv [...]n him. And yet in the preſence of Atheists, Papiſts, Form [...]lliſts, perſecutors, and prophane, can  [...]ubliſh it to the world,  [...]nd call what he ſai [...]h precious truth of Chriſt, and produce nothing to prove  [...] wh [...] th [...]ſe  [...]hat be doth ſo reproach hath ſaid, and feed the ſaith of his C [...]urch of Chriſt with th [...]r ſ [...]ings. Th [...] Lord help all to make  [...]t  [...] lamentation: But that all my ſee my Title-page is not a grand un [...]ruth, I ſhall firſt prove, that the Church of the Jews  [...]as th [...]n the only viſible Church of God. 2. That the wo [...]d a [...]l do [...]h include and in [...]end Infants as well as adul [...]. 3. That this is as expreſly dec ared as to the B [...]p [...]iſm o [...] Infants as the adult.
Firſt, That the Church f the Jews was then when John baptized, the viſible Church of G [...]d; and this is clear in that  [...]hn calls them his flo [...]r, Matth. 3.2. and they are called his o [...]n, J [...]n 1.1 [...], 11. and the Vineyard  [...]o  [...]hem all the ſervants, and the H [...]ir  [...]lſo was ſent, Matth. 21.32. to 40. The temple Chriſt called his Fathers houſe, and his houſe,  [...]hn 2. Matth. 21.12, 13. Their houſe was not t [...]en deſol [...]e but Chriſt t [...]reatned them that i [...] ſhould be deſola [...]e. Matth. 23. [...]7, 38. They were the children of the kingdom. Matth. 8, and had the kingdom of God, but Chriſt threatned them that it ſhould be taken from them. Matth. 21.41,  [...]4.  [...]nd ſent h [...]s diſci [...]les to them only, and forbid them to go to another, Matth. 10.6, 7.
2. To prove that the word all doth include Infant as well a Adult. And I ſhall produce no other texts  [...]o prove i [...] than ſ [...]me of them that Mr. Keach doth quote in his 36. p. Where he puts the word all to Jeruſalem,  [...]hat I never put in, and leaves out  [...]he word ages that I mention'd, p. 36, 37.
The Firſt text he produceth is Exod. 9.6. That it did no [...] ſignif [...] ever [...] individual. Anſw. But will any have the  [...]ace to ſay, that there we [...]e no young, cattel amongſt the old. If Mr Keach or any of his mind can and do prove i [...], then I may know what to ſay, but not before. Another is John 12.32. Chriſt drawing all men to him. But will he ſay, that he draweth no Infants to him? He hath gran [...]ed that God doth and may ſ [...]nctify ſome Infants. And if he grant, it is enough. p. 38, 47, 49. So Chriſts dying for the elect only, and not for every Individual. But doth not he acknowledge that there are ſome elect Infants? See p. 4 [...]. or 49. of his reflections. Another text is Gen. 24.10. All the goods of his maſter were in his hand. And if he can prove th t he had not young aſſes and cam [...]ls in his h [...]nd as well as old ones, let all the Impartial thinking perſons Judge. So that by more t [...]an two or three  [...]exts quoted by him, the word all doth include and intend ſome of all ages were in Iſrael, and diſcharge all the reſt from any ſin, guilt or puniſhment, though they did not come, Luke 7.3 [...]. and it ſ [...]gnifieth every Individual. Mr. Keach ſaith in p. 37. When the matter ſpoken of doth equally concern all, and  [...]f Repentance and Remiſſion of ſins, and deliverance from hell and death, and eternal life by Chriſt doth not equally concern every ſoul where the Goſpel comes. Let all Judges ſee Acts  [...].23, 26. R [...]m. 2.6, 7. to 12. and let all that have reproached and backbited truth, and thoſe that deſire to promote it either by Ignorance, errour or malice, read and tremble, that God ſhould cauſe an enemy to preſent thoſe texts in publick to confirm the truth that they have proſecuted in private, and have not ſhewed that honeſty as Mr. Keach hath to appear in publick.
3. That the baptiſm of the Infant is as expreſs as the adult.
And if the word all doth include and intend infants, as adult, then one is expreſſed in it as the other. But that it doth, Mr. Keach hath quoted Texts to prove; and if it did not include Infants, how could Mr. Keach out all the Infants down, in Matth. 3.10. Or take away all their priviledges from them, in Matth. 3.9. as children of Abraham.
2. J [...] doth expreſly declare to all that he had bap [...]ized them. Luke 3.16.
3. The ſp ri of God doth expreſly declare  [...]hat the general terms, all Judea, all the Region, and all the mul [...]i [...]u [...]e, doth intend and containe men, women and children, and Mr. Keach hath not proved one of my quotations falſe by any other text containing the ſame expreſſions.
4. The holy Ghoſt doth Witneſs, that they were Imployed in ſetting forth his praiſe, Mat. 21.15.
5. It is expreſs, If they are chaff or wheat, Matth. 3.12.
6. It is as expreſs as the promiſe of baptizing them with the holy Ghoſt, Matth. 3.11.
If any reflect againſt the enſuing treatiſe. There is enough in Gods word to anſwer them.
J. E.



A Serious Enquiry into, and a certain producing of, clear and expreſs Scripture Proof of the Way and Man­ner of John Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, when they firſt adminiſtred it to the Church of the Jews.
[Page]
AS well as the Scripture is ſufficient to diſcover to us, and give us ſufficient ground, and warrant, who were then baptized by John the Baptiſt, and the Apo­ſtles; that we might not be left in that caſe to believe, we know not what. As having no diſtinct diſcoveries, who were the Subjects of that Solemn O [...] ­dinance; That were then taken in, and admitted to be of the viſible Church; but ſome imagine one thing, and ſome another; ſome imagine Qualifications of Nature, ſome of Grace, to be the Reaſons of their admiſſion; both which are in­conſiſtent with the nature of the admiſſion in that ſenſe that many contend for.
For, if Grace do not conſtitute us, or evidence us, to be in already, it can never do it. If the reception of the Lord Jeſus, and quickening by him, do not conſtitute us of the Mi­ſtical Body of Chriſt, whether viſible or inviſible, when we are really partakers of i [...], then it can never do it. And if Grace, as infuſed and wrought by the Spirit of God, and received by us, cannot do it; that is, make us Members of the Church of God: Then the confeſſion, or making a diſcovery of this Grace, cannot do it ſurely. For it is impoſſible, that the diſcovery of that to men, ſhould do that which the thing it ſelf cannot do before God. And this, when the Right, or Title, or Relation is to be towards God, through his Son, and not with men in a civil reſpect. And if Grace cannot give the right, either in the Nature or the Diſcoveries of it; then ſurely, Nature, eſpecially as to the number of Years, or degrees of Strength, or meaſure of Attainments whatſoever, cannot do it, ſo as to be Qualifications abſolutely neceſſary for admiſſion to that Ordinance, except any can make Nature to be of greater neceſſity, and excellency, than ſupernatural Grace; and ſo render Grace needleſs, as it doth unite us to Chriſt, and make Chriſt alſo needleſs.
So alſo is the bleſſed word of God, ſufficient to give us warrant for the way and manner of the Adminiſtration of this Solemn Ordinance of Initiation into the Church of God vi­ſible: To be by application, or pouring upon, or ſprinkling the perſon baptized with Wa­ter, together with the pronunciation of the words or form of Adminiſtration; which, in­deed, is that which makes and conſtitutes the proper form of this duty, and diſtinguiſheth it from all other Baptiſings whatſoever.
And if the bleſſed word of God, ſhould not yield matter for our direction and warrant herein, what dreadful confuſion muſt follow as to all?
For, if we be at a loſs for the right manner of our admiſſion, or the conſtitution of us Members, what heſitation and doubt, muſt there be upon every temptation afterwards, a­bout our State or Intereſt, as to viſible warrant from the word of God? And eſpecially, when the ſubtileſt Adverſaries in their foreſt onſets, and worſt temptations moſt pretend to Scripture Warrant, and Rule. And if there be Direction and Warrant to be had from the Word of God in this caſe, what ſhame is it, that it ſhould be no more ſtudyed and ſearched, that clear Scripture Proof might be produced, for every thing practiſed in ſo ſolemn a Duty?
T [...]erefore, I have, and ſhall endeavour, in the fear of God, to ſearch into, and en­deavour to produce clear Scripture Proof in this caſe, relating to this Solemn Ordinance of [Page] Initiation of Members into the viſible Church of God; As to the Way and Manner, it is to be performed in. But before I come to the Texts that gives us intimation of this mat­ter, I ſhall premiſe ſome things that are certain Truths of Scripture, that may be as general Rules for our Information in this caſe.
Firſt, It was ſuch a way and manner that John the Baptiſt, and the Diſciples of Chriſt bap­tiſed in, at their firſt adminiſtration of this Ordinance of Baptiſm to the Church of the Jews, as would conſiſt with the truth of the Promiſe and Covenant made to Abraham, and to his ſeed, which they were then ſent as Inſtruments to bring about the Performance and Accompliſhment of. What John the Baptiſt, and the Diſciples then did as the Meſſengers ſent by Chriſt, as his forerunner, and deligates, was with reſpect to that Covenant and Promiſe, Luke 1.55, 70, to 75. Rom. 15.8. Acts 13.32, 33.
And the People to whom they were ſent, were they, to whom of right the External Ad­miniſtrations did appertain, by the good pleaſure and free donation of God, the Author of the Promiſe; and to one as well as another, and to one as much as another, Rom. 9.4, 5. Acts 13.24, 25, 26. Matth. 10.6, 7. And they muſt adminiſter it in ſuch a way, that one might partake of it as well as another, being as expreſly and particularly a ſubject of that Promiſe as another; and if any muſt have been rendered uncapable of the adminiſtra­tion, the Covenant muſt have been broken as to that perſon.
And ſhould John, and the Diſciples have adminiſtred Baptiſm by Dipping, then all Infants, and all infirm Perſons, muſt have been excluded; which were the greateſt number of the Subjects of the Covenant then living, Acts 2.38, 39 and are the greateſt number always a­mong all People: and if the Covenant ſhould have been broken, or God's Truth fail to any, what might the reſt expect!
2. It muſt be ſuch a manner of Baptizing as would conſiſt with the declared objects of Chriſt's Miniſtry, to whom John was ſent to prepare for the Lord, and to whom the Di­ſciples were ſent; and the Objects of Chriſt's Miniſtry, were the Circumciſion, Rom. 15.8. And they were Infants eight days old, to whom then it was to be adminiſtred; and before that age they were of the Circumciſion, being Males of the Circumciſed: And being by Divine Command to partake of it: And in caſe Infants ſhould have been excluded, the ca­pacity of Circumciſion, which was Infancy, and in which all were looked upon, muſt have been certainly exploded the Church of Chriſt, and none made mention of, in that capacity. For, if any of the Seed of Abraham exceeded eight days old, they were to be cut off as breakers of the Covenant, if they were not circumciſed at eight days old.
3. Such a manner of Baptizing they uſed, and adminiſtred Baptiſm in, as would conſiſt with their participation of the Ordinance, as they were Children of Abraham, and did en­ioy their priviledges, as the Children of Abram: For that they had, and did enjoy under John the Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles adminiſtrations, Matth. 3.9. Acts 3.22, 23, 26. Acts 2.38, 39. Matth. 10.6, 7.
4. Such a manner of Baptizing as would render the Promiſe ſure to all the Seed, Rom. 15.8. Rom. 4.16. and confirmed the Truth of God to them all, Acts 3.23. Deut. 18.18, 19.
5. Such a manner of Baptizing as would conſiſt with the ordinary natural ſtrength of a­ny one Officer to perform, without any miraculous ability.
It was that which John Baptiſt did and could perform; for he ſaid, I have indeed baptized you with Water, Matth. 3.11. Luke 3.16. Mark 1.8. And what he did, he did by ordina­ry natural ſtrength, for he did no Miracle, John 10.40, 41, 42.
6. Such a manner of Baptizing as would conſiſt with all Fleſhes ſeeing the ſalvation of God; that is, enjoy the outward means of Salvation, ſetting forth the benefits to be had by Chriſt; and that was means to convey them to poor ſinners, Luke 3.6. If Children, and Infants, and all infirm perſons, had been excluded, what would have become of that Pr [...]miſe, that was made ſo free, and without any limitation?
7. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would conſiſt with the Baptizing of they of Jeruſalem, all Judea, all the Region round about Jordan, the multitude, and all the People; and the loſt Sheep of the H [...]uſe of Iſrael, Matth. 3.5, 6. Luke 3.7. Mark 1.4, 5, 6. Luke 3.21. Matth. 10.6, 7. And they that can exclude Infants from being intended in, and by theſe expreſſions, muſt have a new Bible, and make void the old.
[Page]8. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would conſiſt with all the Trees in that Field, that was either to ſtand, or to be cut down; and with all them, whether Wheat or Chaff, that were in that Floor, that were either to be purged out, or kept in, to be gathered into the Garner, or to be burnt up with unquenchable Fire, Matth. 3.10, 12. Acts 3.32.
9. Such a manner of Baptizing, as was conſiſtent with the exaltation, and magnifying of the power of God's Grace upon the Subjects thereof, Matth. 3.9. 1 Cor. 1.24, to 29.
10. Such a manner of Baptizing, as the outward Baptiſm with Water might be a Sign, Type, and Figure of the Beptiſm with the Spirit, Matth. 3.11. 1 Pet. 3.21. Acts 2.38 to 43. Acts 11.15, 16. Acts 15.9. Rom. 6.3, 4, 5. It was ſpoken by them that then Baptized, which were the Apoſtles, and John Baptiſt.
11. Such a manner of Baptizing, as any that were in the capacity, either of Fathers or Children, were capable of partaking of; for to both theſe John the Baptiſt was ſent, to turn them to the Lord, that they might not be ſmitten with the curſe, Mal. 4.6. Luke 1.17. And without Infants were not liable, or obnoxious to the curſe, they muſt be there intended.
12. Such a manner of Baptizing, that all that were to bring forth good Fruit might par­take of; which Fruit, among others, was eſpecially to come to Chriſt, to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and to believe in him, Acts 19.3, 4, 5. and whoſoever was denyed the means, could never be under the obligation to bring forth Fruit.
13. Such a manner of Baptizing, as was conſiſtent with all that were Subjects, either of the Promiſe, or of the threatning; either of the promiſe of Grace and Glory, or of the threatning of Wrath here or hereafter, Acts 2.38, 39. Acts 3.23. Rom. 2.6, 7, to 12. Deut. 18.18, 19. Deut. 29.10, 11, to 16.
14. Such a manner of Baptizing, as conſiſted with all that were to be the Subjects of Chriſt's Fan, that he was to come with in his Hand, Matth. 3.12.
15. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would not render the Commands of God to that People, and that were then in force among that People, of none effect; for it was the du­ty of all them, old and young, to be at publick Ordinances; and it was the duty of every one of them, to repent and be Baptized, and to hear that Prophet in all that he ſaid to them, Luke 7.29, 30. Acts 2.38, 39. Acts 3.23, 26.
16. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would not render the Inſtitutions by Moſes inſigni­ficant, and ineffectual, which were than in force, John 7.21, 22. Pſalm 51.6, 7. Rom. 15.1, 4. Acts 26.22. Asts 24.14.
17. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would conſiſt with the Church of the Jews, then be­ing God's viſible Church, and with the Right and Priviledge of the particular Members thereof: If any ſhould be exempted that were then members, the whole muſt be overturn­ed; and that Oeconomy be rendered null and void. But this was not, for they were all ſent to, as an Houſe or Family, Matth. 10, 6, 7. God's Field and Floor, Matth. 3, 10, 12. Matth. 15.24, 25, 26.
18. Such a manner of Baptizing, as was agreeable with the Baptizing unto Moſes by the Cloud in the Sea; 1 Cor. 10.2. that all the Fathers were partakers of, and baptized with; in which the Water was applyed to them, and not they dipped in the Water, Heb. 11.29. which was done by him that could as eaſily have dip'd them as ſprinkled them, had that been the way in which it was to be performed.
19. Such a manner of Baptizing, as would conſiſt with the Gravity, Auſterity, and Ful­neſs of the Holy Ghoſt, that John the Baptiſt was filled with, and came in; and not ſuch as would expoſe the Solemn Ordinance of Baptiſm, to be a ſcorn and redicule to the en­raged, malicious, implacable Spectators.
20. Such a Baptizing, as to the manner of applying of Water to the perſon Baptized, that might agree with the Goſpel Propheſies, reſpecting the manner of Chriſt's Communi­cations of his Sufferings to many Nations. See Iſa. 52.15. Joel 2.28. Iſa. 44.3. Prov. 1.23. If any ſay, this is ſpoken of the pouring out the Spirit, the inward Baptiſm? I anſwer, then they do, and muſt acknowledge Chriſt's Baptizing to be by ſprinkling or pouring upon, and the external Baptiſm muſt be the ſign of it.
21. Such a manner of Baptizing, as was agreeable to the great Goſpel Promiſe, that was to be fulfilled in Goſpel times, Ezek. 36.25. I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you; and if [Page] they will make this to be meant of the Internal Grace; they muſt acknowledge, that that is performed by ſprinkling; and then they muſt grant, the external means, the Baptiſm with Water, to be the Sign and Repreſentation, and to be the ſign of rhe inward and Spi­ritual Grace; or elſe, the exrernal Baptiſm muſt not be a ſign; and, if not a ſign, it can­not be a ſeal; and what it will be then made of, who can tell?
22. Such a manner of Baptizing, as the Blood of Chriſt is affirmed to ſpeak to all in; and that is as the Blood of Sprinkling, Heb. 12.24. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22.
23. Such a manner of Baptiſing, as the meaning and intention of John Baptiſt might be underſtood, by the Multitude, when he expreſſed the internal and external Baptiſm by one and the ſame word, without the leaſt of Explanation, Limitation, or Diſtinction, Matth. 3.11.
24. Such a manner of Baptizing, they then performed it in, as the extremity and vio­lence of the Sufferings of Chriſt for ſin, might be repreſented in the moſt livelyeſt manner in that Sacrament, and the adminiſtration thereof, as well as in the adminiſtration of the Supper of the Lord; that ſo Grace might be magnified, and his love to Sinners the more clearly repreſented, Exod. 12.21, 22. Iſa. 63.2, 3, 4. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19. to 23. Heb. 10.22. Iſa. 52.14. Iſa. 53.4, 5, 6, 7.
25. Such a manner of Baptizing, as will agree with all the Metaphorical Expreſſions, whereby the inward Baptiſm is ſet forth by the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, as in Rom. 6.3, 4, 5, 6. Coll. 2.11, 12. Gal. 3.27. 1 Cor. 12.13.
Having premiſed ſome things in general, concerning the way and manner in which the Primitive Baptiſm was performed to the Church of the Jews, by John the Baptiſt, and the Diſciples of Chriſt. Now let us enquire into thoſe Texts of Scripture, in which we have the way and manner of the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance by John the Baptiſt, ſet forth; and that is in Matth. 5.11. I indeed baptize you with Water, but he that cometh after me, is mightier than I, — he ſhall bapsize you with the Holy Ghost, and with Fire, Mark 1.8. I indeed have baptized you with Water, but he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, Luke 3.16. I indeed baptize you with Water, but one mightier than I cometh,— he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, John 1.33. I knew him not, but he that ſent me to Baptize with Water; the ſame ſaid unto me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending, and remain­ing on him, the ſame is he that baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. Here our Tranſlators have, and that not without good Reaſons, and weighty Conſiderations, rendred the words  [...] and  [...] according to the Dialect in the New Teſtament; ſo that we have good ground to believe, that the manner in which John the Baptiſt performed the Ordi­nance of Baptiſm at the firſt Adminiſtration thereof by him, was by applying Water to the perſon, and not by applying the perſon to the Water, by dipping of him into Water, that he then baptized. As the Lord Jeſus was propheſied of by John, and alſo does baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, not by putting or dipping the perſon into the Holy Ghoſt, but by pouring out his Spirit upon the p [...]rſon he baptizeth.
Water is ſo expreſſed, as to be the Inſtrument, wherewith the action of Baptizing was performed; when any action is performed by an Inſtrument, that Inſtrument is expreſſed by this word WITH, or by ſome like term, to ſet it forth by, or expreſs it, to the Un­derſtandings of them, to whom this action is diſcovered. So Jacob ſets forth, how he got the parcel of ground that he gave to his Son Joſeph; he gained it with his Sword and with his Bow, Gen. 48 22. Mary waſhed the Feet of our Lord with Tears, and wiped them with the Hairs of her Head, Luke 7.38. Lord, ſhall we ſmite with the Sword? Luke 22.49. Now, when perſons do ſmite with the Sword, they do not take the perſon and ſtrike him againſt the Sword, but ſtrike the Sword againſt the perſon. So Matth. 26.67. Mark 14.65. They did ſtrike Jeſus with the Palms of their Hands; and this was by ſtriking the Palms of their Hands againſt him, and not taking him, and ſtriking him againſt the Palms of their Hands; ſo that the Palms of their Hands were the Instruments with which this action was performed, John 13.5. After that he pouereth Water into a Baſon, and began to waſh  [...]he Diſciples Feet, and to wipe them with the Towel wherewith he was gi [...]ded. In all which Texts, and many others that might be produced, the Holy Ghoſt giveth us to underſtand, that theſe things [Page] were made uſe of as means, and applyed to the ſubjects in theſe various actions, by the various Agents performing of them, and not the ſubjects took and applyed to thoſe means, as the Tears and the Hairs were applyed to the Feet, and not the Feet to the Tears and the Hairs; and the Water and the Towel were applyed to the Feet of the Diſciples, and not the Diſciples Feet to the Water and Towel.
Daemona non armis ſed morte ſubegit Ieſus.
Great has been the noiſe that has been made in the World, and dreadful the Confuſi­on in the Church of God about the manner of external Baptiſm; and abundance of poor confident Souls have affirmed, that the manner of the Primitive Baptiſm was by applying or dipping the perſon baptized into Water, and not by pouring or ſprinkling Water upon the perſon; and many good men, and great Scholars, have too raſhly granted the Primitive Baptiſm, to be performed, by dipping the perſon baptiſed into Water; but by what war­rant or ground from the Word of God, I do not know, though I ſhould be glad to know; and it is that which maketh me ſearch into Scripture, that I might know. And if bapti­zing with Water, be taken to ſhew to us, the manner of the performance of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, then we may have ſome light, and alſo, warrant, in this caſe; that it was not by dipping, or applying their perſons to Water, but the applying of, and pouring out of Water upon their perſons; by putting the word Dip in the ſtead or place of Baptize; and read the words thus, I indeed have dipped you into Water, but he ſhall dip you into the Holy Ghoſt.
If the word  [...], to baptize, in the firſt expreſſion of it, by John, with reſpect to what he had done to them, do ſignifie, and be underſtood to ſignifie, to dip into Water, then the word  [...], to baptize, muſt ſignifie two things in this one ſentence, about one and the ſame Ordinance, uttered by the ſame Prophet, at the ſame time, to the ſame People or Auditory. And this, when by Divine Appointment, one is to be a Sign, Figure, or Repreſentation of the other, and that to this end too, that the Underſtandings of the Audi­tory to whom it was ſpoken, might be enlightened, to underſtand how they ſhould be par­takers of the baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
In the firſt part of the verſe, I indeed have baptized you with Water, Mark 1.8. Many do ima­gine, that John did mean, and intend by the word baptize, dipping; and ſuppoſe, that it is all one as if he had ſaid, I indeed have dipped you into Water; and ſo ſay, the word doth ſigni­fie to Dip, from this and the like Texts; but for Scripture Proof of it, I know none, nor could I ever obtain one Scripture to prove this Interpretation of this word  [...], from any perſon that ever I requeſted it from. In the latter part of the verſe, he ſhall bap­tize you with the Holy Ghost. There if all the men in the World would gainſay it, by the plain expreſſions of the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, it does ſignifie, to pour upon, to ſprinkle or to ſhed upon. It is certain, that in the Hebrew and Greek Languages, one and the ſame Root and Theam, or word, may have, and have various ſignifications, or acceptations, in va­rious conjugations, and various moods, when they reſpect various objects, and various acti­ons; but where can any one produce out of the Holy Scripture, one example, that one and the ſame word, about one and the ſame Ordinance, at one and the ſame time, by the ſame Preacher, to one and the ſame Hearers, ſhould have, or have ſuch a directly different and contrary ſignification and acceptation as this word  [...], muſt be ſuppoſed to have in the Texts before quoted; and this when the external Baptiſm was to be the ſign and repreſentation of the inward baptiſm; or elſe it muſt ceaſe in nature, and be neither Sign nor Seal; for all divine ſigns were, and are ſeals, as they ſignified the things repreſented by them, and the manner of their performances.
To make it app [...]ar, that the word  [...], does ſignifie pouring upon, or ſprinkling with the ſpirit (and was ſo intended by John, to ſignifie, he being a Prophet) when it is uſed in the latter part of the verſe, to expreſs Chriſt's communication of his Spirit to them, and baptizing them with the Holy Ghoſt, may be cleared from many expreſs Texts of Scripture, where Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt is ſpoken of, and that thing intend­ed. Only we may premiſe, First, that baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt is two fold, or two things are intended thereby in the New Teſtament.
[Page]
First, the communication of the ſaving Graces of the holy ſpirit in a ſupernatural work of Grace upon the Soul of the poor ſinner, to whom it was, or is to be communicated; and this was to be, and is the ſpecial thing ſignified by the external Baptiſm with Water; and is to be continued in the Church, to the end of the World, by Chriſt's Preſence, with his Ser­vants in his Ordinances; though to whom he pleaſe, or to all that the Father had given him, M [...]tth. 23.20. 2. There is intended by this phraſe, Baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, the pour­ing out upon ſome, eſpecially them that were to be the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel, and the Planters of the Church, the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; or the common Gifts thereof in an extraordinary manner, as the ſpeaking with divers kinds of Tongues, and the power of work­ing of miracles, for the confirmation of the Truth, and the publiſhing of it to all Nations, to whom the Lord did ſend them. And the manner of Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, in both theſe ſenſ­es or with reſpect to both theſe acceptations, was by pouring of it out upon them, or ſprinkling them with it; as is witneſſed by the Holy Ghoſt in divers places of Scripture. Whereby it may, and will appear, that the word  [...] in the latter part of the verſes before quoted, do not ſignifie to dip the perſon into it, but pouring out the Holy Ghoſt upon the perſon, or ſprinkling him with it. Firſt, As to the manner of the communications of the ſaving Graces of the Spirit to the Soul, in a ſupernatural work of ſpecial Grace upon the Soul: This is done, and was ever done, by applying it to the ſoul, and pouring it out upon the ſoul, or ſprink­ling them wi [...]h it; and not putting the perſon into the Holy Ghoſt: And this we may ſee teſtified from Chriſt's own mouth, in John 3.3, 5, 8. Except a man be born of Water and of  [...]he Holy Ghost, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Here our Saviour aſſerteth the neceſſity of the uſe of the outward means, when the Lord vouchſafeth it, to any perſon or people, as well as the neceſſity of the inward Grace; and this to Nicodemus, who was of the Phariſees that contemned the outward means, Luke 7.30. And how this birth is performed, our Lord Jeſus ſheweth, in verſe 8. not by applying the perſon, or putting the perſon into the ſpirit, but by applying the ſpirit to the perſon; The wind bloweth where it liſteth, thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth; ſo is every one that i [...] born of the ſp [...]it. Though Nicodemus's way was, for the perſon to enter the  [...] time into his m [...]thers womb. So Titus 3.5, 6. By the waſhing of Regeneration, and re­  [...]r [...]g o [...] the h [...]ly gh [...]ſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly;  [...], or poured forth on us a­  [...]  [...],  [...]t [...] 2.16, 17, 33. ſo Iſa. 44.3. I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſ­  [...]g u [...]n thy  [...]f-ſp [...]ing, Heb. 10.22. Let us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of Faith, having our hearts ſpri [...]kled f [...]m an evil Conſcience. 1 Pet. 1.2. Through the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt. Ezek. 36.25. I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you. If that be meant of the ſpirit then Chriſt's baptizing is by ſprinkling, Iſa. 52.15. So ſhall he ſprinkle many Nations. Ezek. 37.3, 4, 5. Thus ſaith the Lord to theſe dry bones, Behold, I will cauſe breath to enter into you, and ye ſ [...]l  [...]e; and I will lay ſinnes upon you, and bring fleſh upon you; Eph [...]ſ. 2.1. Y [...]u hath be q [...]  [...]ed who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. By life entring into us we have our natural q [...]g at firſt, and ſo alſo we have our ſpiritual quickning, and not by our entring into  [...]e; ſo we are ſaid to receive of the abundance of Grace, and gift of R ghteouſneſs, P [...] m. 5.17. and to receive the holy Ghost, Acts 10.47. And to r [...]ci [...]e of his f [...]lneſs, John 1.16. And to as many as received him, John 1.10, 11. And all that we are made partakers of, 1 Cor. 4.7. and what is called receiving in Acts 10.47. is by the ſame Apoſtle, called, baptizing with the h [...]ly ghost; Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Zech. 12.10. I will  [...]ur out my ſpirit upon the houſe of David, and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem,  [...]: the ſame word is uſed Joel 2.23. So alſo the baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, when it i [...]  [...]k [...]n, and intended to  [...]nifie the common gif [...] of t [...]e ſpirit, in an extraordinary manner communicated to any in the primitive time [...], en [...]bling them to ſpeak with divers kinds of Tongues, or to work Miracles. The way and ma [...]ner of their p rtaking of it in this kind, was by its falling upon them, pouring out upon them, ſ [...]dding upon them, &c. Compare a few Texts of the bleſſed word of God, and ſee it fully proved, Acts 1.5. For John truly baptized with Water, but ye ſ [...]all be baptized with the  [...]l [...] ghoſt, not many days hence. This I ſ [...]ppoſe none can deny, but our Saviour here int [...]nd [...], by t [...]e bap [...]izing with the Holy Ghoſt, his pouring out his ſpi [...] upon h [...] Diſciples at  [...] feaſt of P [...]o [...], A ts 2.2, 3, 4. And ſ [...]ddenly there ca [...]  [...] heaven, as of a ri [...]  [...]ng  [...] wind, and it filled all the houſe[Page]where they were ſitting: and there appeared to them cloven Tongues like as of fire, and it ſat upon each of them. This our Lord Jeſus calleth baptizing with the holy ghoſt, not many days before; and this appeared to them, and ſat upon them, and they were filled with it; which ſheweth, that it entred into them, but they were not dipped into that. And this Peter does confirm, by proving it to be the fulfilling of the Propheſie of Joel, Joel 2.28. Acts 15.16, 17. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, ſaith God, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh; not dip or pour them into it: and Verſe 33. it is called ſhedding upon,  [...]. So Acts 1 [...].44. While Peter ſpake theſe words, the holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the word: Obſerve, they were not put or dipt into that, but the holy Ghoſt fell on them,  [...], &c. Compare this Text with Acts 11.15, 16. When Peter was contended with, for going into theſe men uncircumciſed, he is rehearſing and expounding the matter in order to them; and he ſaith, As I began to ſpeak, the holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the beginning,  [...]. Verſe 16. Then remembred I the word of the Lord, how that he ſaid, John, indeed, baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the holy Ghoſt; where, by the way obſerve, That in the ſame manner that the Apoſtles were baptized with the holy Ghoſt, all others that did partake of it (either in the ſpecial Graces thereof, or in the common Gifts thereof, in an extraordinary manner; all others did partake of it) and were baptized with it alſo: and that, though here is mention made only of the common gifts, Acts 10 45, 46. yet the ſpecial ſaving Graces thereof is intended, and to be underſtood alſo, as being poured forth upon theſe perſons too; as may appear from Verſe 18. When they heard theſe things they held their peace (that is, from contending) and glorified God, ſaying, Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance unto Life: and Peter teſtifyeth, that God put no diffe­rence between the believing Jews and them, purifying their hearts by Faith, Acts 15.9. where the holy Ghoſt does call baptizing purifying. See alſo in John 3.23, 25, 26. Pſalm 51.6, 7. Heb. 9.13, 14. Titus 2.14. compared with Titus 3.5, 6. Mal. 3.3. Matth. 3.12. Iſa. 1.25. Pſalm. 79.9. James 4.8. John 15.2. Heb. 1.3. that which is called elſewhere Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, and ſprinkling with the blood of Chriſt, is here called Purifying. By all which forequoted Texts it is evident, with all clearneſs and plainneſs, That baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, when it is ſpoken of the work of the Spirit of God by Chriſt, or from Chriſt upon the Soul; we muſt underſtand, the pouring out of the holy Ghoſt upon the Soul, in the Gifts and Graces thereof, and the ſprinkling or purifying of the Soul with the blood of Chriſt; and that when our Lord Jeſus did tell his Diſciples, that they ſhould be baptized with the holy Ghost, Acts 1.5. he did intend the pouring out the Spirit upon them, and filling them with the holy Ghoſt, and not their being put or dipped into the Holy Ghoſt: And this John did intend by it, and this all the Apoſtles, and the Church of the Circum­ciſion did underſtand it, how elſe ſhould they underſtand what the Apoſtle Peter did mean and intend by it? in Acts 11.15, 16, 17. and they make ſuitable obſervation upon it, Verſe 18. and how elſe could they underſtand what Peter did mean and intend, Acts 15.7, 8, 9, 10. And if John the Baptiſt did intend dipping by the word Baptized, or  [...], in the firſt part of the Verſe, when he ſaid, I indeed have baptized you with Wa­ter, and intend pouring upon or ſprinkling with, in the latter part of the Verſe, when he ſpeaks of Chriſt's baptizing them with the holy ghost, then John the Baptiſt muſt underſtand, and intend two things by this one word in the ſame Verſe, clean contrary one to the other; and this about the ſame Subject, to the ſame auditory, at the ſame time; and this, when his bap­tizing with Water was to be a ſign, type, figure, and repreſentation of Christ's baptizing them with the holy Ghost, and with fire. But I ſuppoſe, that many of them that argue for this directly contrary ſignification of the word in this Text, would be very unwilling to be took and dipt in fire: but if John the Baptiſt ſhould have intended ſuch directly contrary things by this one word  [...], in his firſt ſpeaking of, and propheſying to the People of Chriſt's baptizing them with the holy Ghost; how then ſhould all the people and multitude un­derſtand, what John did intend by Christ's baptizing them with the holy ghost? What Souls li­ving, that had been bred up under ſuch a ſuperſtitious, formal Miniſtry as the Scribes and Phariſees were? and that never heard nor ſaw a Prophet of the Lord before, nor this Pro­phet  [...]either till then, for all that any can prove, come forth and heard John ſpeak one word [Page] twice in one verſe; and he intend ſuch contrary things by it, ſhould have been able to un­derſtand what he did mean, as to the manner of the performance of it. By this Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, They might underſtand what he did mean by baptizing with water, becauſe he had baptized them? But how ſhould they underſtand how Chriſt ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghoſt, if John ſhould have intended dipping by his Baptizing, and ſprinkling by Chriſts Bap­tizing? He giving no explication of his intention as to any different ſignification, how could any living underſtand the meaning thereof as to Christs Baptizing.
And if John ſhould have intended ſuch contrary things, by one and the ſame word in this caſe, and they ſo underſtand him; Then they might alſo underſtand his meaning to be as directly contrary in other words and expreſſions to them; Namely that they ſhould ſtand, when he ſpake to them of cutting down, and that when he called them a generation of Vipers, he did mean and intend, that they were Saints. For if they underſtood his contrary meaning in one thing, and if his words had a contrary ſignification in one thing, why might they not alſo in another? when there was no explanation made of the words? But what Soul is there that can have any Scrip­ture ground to believe, That John the Baptist, who was one of the greateſt of all the Prophets, and was filled with the holy Ghost from his mothers Womb, ſhould have ſuch directly contrary mean­ings by one, and the ſame word, in the ſame mood, at the ſame time about that which one was to be an example, type, figure or repreſentation of the other, his Baptizing with water, to ſignify and ſeal Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt? And if he had ſuch contrary intentions by one and the ſame word, how would this have Anſwered the end of his Miniſtry, in turning them to the Lord their God? In caſe they could not underſtand his meaning.
And if the Scribes and Phariſees, thoſe Implacable enemies ſhould have underſtood John to act and intend by one and the ſame expreſſion contrary things, how would they have railed againſt him and his Miniſtry, and have ſaid, that he did deceive the people; and brought this to confirm it; In that he did intend ſuch contrary things by the ſame word, about the ſame ordi­nance, and never explain his meaning? And if John Baptiſt ſhould have had ſuch contrary Inten­tions by this one word  [...], and never make the leaſt explanation of the ſame; how did he make plain the way of the Lord, and help all fleſh to ſee the ſalvation of God? Was this to make the way of the Lord direct and straight plain and even for to make dipping to ſignifie Sprink­ling, and dipping the perſon into water, to ſignifie pouring the holy Ghoſt upon the perſon, and to make one word have ſuch contrary ſignifications in expreſſing the full, or both parts of one ordinance, when the outward Baptiſm with water, was to be a ſign of the Inward Baptiſm with the holy Ghoſt? Would this help all fleſh to ſee the Salvation of God. that was to know Chriſt, when he did come, and appear by the manner of his performance, and to ſee the way of the participation of Spiri­tual benefits from him, by his outward and external ordinances and way of Adminiſtration of it? Was this the way of the Prophets to deliver things ſo darkly? Were they not to make the viſion plain, that he that runneth might read it?
But now if we ſhall on the contrary not put in dip, or dipping in the place of Baptizing, but pouring upon, and ſprinkling with, and read the words thus, I indeed have ſprinkled you with water, or I have indeed poured out water upon you, or ſprinkled you with water: But he ſhall pour out his ſpirit upon you, or ſprinkle you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. Here theſe words will agree both with the external ſign and internal grace ſignified by the ſign in the way and manner of the communication thereof, foretold by the Prophets, which John had a ſpecial regard to, and came to bring about the fulfilling of. Truth doth uſe to agree, though truth and error can never agree; this will not only make the ſign and the thing ſignified to agree, and the manner of their performance to be one: But this will agree alſo with all the former types and figures of their cleanſing, In their ſprinkling, and purifying them with blood; and alſo with water of ſeparation, Numbers 19. 17, 18, 19. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 20, 21. This will agree with the great Goſpel promiſe, Ezekiel 36.25. I will ſprinkle clean water upon you,  [...] which muſt be underſtood of the ſupernatural graces of the ſpirit without the means, or the work of the ſpirit by means: Or elſe it muſt be underſtood of the way and manner of the communication of the means, or of the thing ſignified by the means. If Any ſay it is meant of the pouring out of the Spirit, like that, Joel. 2.28. Acts 2.16, 17. Then it muſt be meant of the manner of Chriſts Baptizing, Acts 1.5. Acts 11.15, 16. And if they will not allow it, to be meant of the means, how then [Page] ſhall this be ſignified to poor ſouls, whereby they may know how to pray for this mercy in the right way of the communication thereof as David did formerly? Pſalm. 51.6, 7. And God told them at that time that he would be ſought unto, that he ſhould do it for them; Ezekiel 36.37. Beſides this of pouring of water upon them, or ſprinkling them with water, as Chriſt ſprinkled them with the holy Ghoſt, will agree with what was foretold by the Prophets of Chriſts (Iſa. 52, 15.) way and manner of the communication of the benefits of his death. The Hebrew word is  [...] from  [...]
This alſo will agree with the Title given to the blood of Chriſt, and in which it ſpeaketh to the whole general aſſembly. Heb. 12.24. And this will agree with the Titles given to the Inward Baptiſm, Heb, 10.22. having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, And through the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Peter 1.2.
But it may chance, that we muſt ſtand to the Original; and what the ſignification is there in this caſe, as in ſome others where the tranſlation will not ſerve turn, ſome plead the Origi­nal, But if the tranſlation will ſerve turn, then it is no matter what the Original is or doth ſignifie; Therefore I ſhall endeavour to ſearch, and to produce what the Original doth ſignifie in this caſe, in the Texts before quoted, Matth. 3.11.  [...]. Mark 1.
 [...]. Luke. 3.16. The ſame as before in Matthew. 3.11. John. 1.31. Therefore am I come baptizing with water,  [...]. Verſe. 33. But he that ſent me to baptiſe with Water,  [...]; The ſame is he which Baptizeth with the holy Ghoſt.  [...]. In every one of theſe texts, The Prepoſition that our Tranſlators have rendered with, is in the Original  [...], which generally is tranſlated in: And this the vulgar Greek Grammar tells us, Soli Dativo Jungitur, ſed per Eclipſm Genitivo. But tho generally it ſignifieth in, and be ſo tranſlated, yet it doth not alwayes ſignifie In, eſpecially when it will not agree with the ſenſe of the place or context. And who is able to make it a­gree with the later part of the verſe, Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, if it ſhould be tranſlated in the holy Ghoſt; as if the perſon ſhould be put into the Holy Ghoſt. And how was it poſſible that John ſhould put the multitude, or all the people, and all the region, or all Judea perſion, after perſon. into the water whether he did ſtand in the water, or out of the water himſelf? and take them cleverly out again himſelf as well as dip them in? But as to the particle  [...] in and the ac­ceptation there of; It is, as the learned obſerve, rendered often as  [...] or  [...] and taken to ſignifie with; ſee Pools ſynopſis Criticorum upon Luke. 1.17. He ſhall go before him in the ſpirit and power of Elias. What conſtruction can any make of this phrate, in the ſpirit and power of Elias, but with the ſame ſpirit that Elias had? Was John Baptiſt put into, or dipt into the ſpirit of Elias; and ſo come into the world? Or ſo come and exerciſe his miniſtry among them? So Epheſ. 5.26. That he might ſanctifie and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water by the Word,  [...], the Word is the outward means applied to them, and they are not put into that, John 17.17. Sancti­fie them through thy truth,  [...]. Rom. 1.12. That I may be comforted toge­ther with you, by the mutual Faith both of you and me,  [...], &c. Eph. 6.2. which is the firſt Commandment with promiſe,  [...]. Eph. 312.  [...], Luke 4.1. and was led by the Spirit,  [...] ▪ Was Chriſt's Perſon taken, or put into the Devil? will any have the Face to maintain ſuch an argument? So Luke 16.15.  [...], by men, or with men, 1 Cor. 10.2. They were all baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and in the Sea,  [...]. Was it not with, or by the Cloud that they were baptized? And was all that great Hoſt taken into Moſes? and yet it is the ſame Particle  [...], that many will have to ſignifie into, in Acts 8.38. Into the water. Luk [...] 4.32. his words were with power,  [...]. 1 Theſ. 2.17. See your Face with great deſire,  [...]. Rom. 15.29. I am ſure when I come to you, I ſhall come in the [Page]fulneſs of the beſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt: I [...] the fuln [...]ſs, could Paul come in that, or with that? Yet it is that,  [...]. So 2 Cor. 13.4. 1 Theſ. 4.16. The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend with a ſhout, with the voice of the Arch-Angel, and with the Trump of God: is it poſſi­ble for the Lord himſ [...]lf to be put into theſe, or any of theſe?  [...], &c. So Matth. 22.37. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind,  [...]; Matth. 5.34. Neither by Heaven,  [...]: ſo in Verſe 35, 36. Nor by the Earth,  [...]— Verſe 36. Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head,  [...]; Matth. 9.34. He caſt­eth out the Devils through the Prince of the Devils,  [...]; Matth. 12.27, 28. If I by Beelzebub caſt out Devils,  [...], by whom do your Children cast them out;  [...], &c. but if I caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God,  [...], the ſame words in the Text that are rendred with the ſpirit, John 3.21. That his works be wrought in G [...]d,  [...]: can that be meant of being wrought in the Deity, or with, or by the Grace and ſtrength from God?
So in the name of the Lord I ſhall deſtroy them, Pſalm 118.11, 12.  [...] In the the name of the Lord, which muſt be with his aſſiſtance. 1 Sam. 7.45. Then David ſaid to the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with a ſword, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord; that which is rendred with in our Tranſlation, with, is in the O­riginal פ the ſame with what is rendred in in the latter end of the Verſe,  [...], in the name of the Lord, and how could it be rendred, or underſtood any otherwiſe, than with the aſſiſtance of the Lord? See alſo Acts 3.6. Acts 4.30. Acts. 10.16. 1 Cor. 6.11. In the name of the Lord, and by the ſpirit of our God,  [...], where we have the ſame word as in the Texts before quoted: Compare Pſalm 44.18. with Rom. 8.37. In God we boaſt all the day: We are more than conquerors through him that loved us; Pſalm 60.12. Through God we ſhall do valiantly; 1 Cor. 7.14. For the unbelieving Husband is ſanctified by the Wife,  [...], and the unbelieving Wife is ſanctified by the Husband,  [...]. Can theſe Texts be conſtrued, put, or dipt into; Heb. 9.25. As the High Priest entreth into the holy place with the blood of others: Could the High Prieſt go in the blood of others into the holy place; it is  [...], &c. Heb. 11.2. By it the Elders obtained a good report,  [...], &c. But take one Text more, to lay all Gainſayers in this caſe to ſilence, Heb. 9.22. And almost all things are by the Law purged with blood; it is  [...]; and this, when the application of the blood was to the per­ſons, and this by ſprinkling; Verſe 19. For when Moſes had ſpoken every precept to all the peo­ple, according to the Law, he took the Blood of Calves and Goats, with Water and Scarlet, Wooll and Hyſop, and ſprinkled both the Blood and all the People, Verſe 21. Moreover, he ſprinkled with blood, both the Tabernacle, and all the Veſſels in the Miniſtry; here is a full Text to prove, that what was applyed by ſprinkling, was expreſſed by  [...], with blood; and if any can bring ſuch a Scripture, to ſhew, that it doth ſignifie dipping into, when it is expreſſed by  [...], then they may have ſome warrant for what they imagine, but not till then. How any, either learned or unlearned, can gainſay ſo many expreſs evidences of Scripture, for my part, I do not know, either by what Learning or Conſcience they can do it. From all the forequoted Texts it does appear clearly, that the Particle  [...] is rightly tran­ſlated with, by our Tranſlators; and that they have offered no violence to the Text, nor to the leaſt particle of it, either as to John's baptizing with Water, or Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt; but if they ſhould have it tranſlated otherwiſe, what an apparent contradiction would it have been, with reſpect to the plain expreſſions of the Holy Ghoſt in other Texts of Scripture, throughout the New Testament? where the Particle  [...] hath the ſame ſignification; [Page] and alſo in thoſe Texts where Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt is ſpoken  [...]f, and the ſame thing intended: and how would it have overturned John's Baptiſm from being a Sign and Repreſentation of Chriſt's Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt? And if it had not been a Sign, why ſhould John mention and foretell Chriſt's baptizing them with the Holy Ghoſt? To deny it to be a Sign, is to deny the nature of the Ordinance, and cut it off from being a Seal of the cer­tainty of Chriſt's coming and baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt? And if it be not a Sign of Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, how can it be a Sign of burying with Chriſt? Can it be a ſign of our partaking of any thing of the benefits of Chriſt's death, if it be denyed as a ſign in its nature? And a ſign of our partaking of the Spirit of Chriſt, by whom all theſe things are made ours, and communicated to us, as the only agent thereof? all the Gifts and Graces thereof being the fruits of Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection, Tit. 2.14. 1 Pet. 3.21. Gal. 5.27.
If John's Baptiſm had not been a ſign of Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, how would his adminiſtration have conſiſted with Chriſt's commendation of John's Miniſtry, for clearneſs, beyond all the Prophets that were before him? Matth. 11.6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Luke 7.19, 20, 26. How would it have been darker than Moſes's Signs? Pſalm 51.6, 7. and how would it have conſiſted with the peoples commendation of John, for ſpeaking Truth of Chriſt in all that he ſpake of him, his Baptiſm was a moral diſcovery of Chriſt and his Baptiſm, John 10.40, 41, 4 [...]. The Holy Ghoſt does call the external Baptiſm, A Figure, Sign, or Type, 1 Pet. 3.21.  [...], Exemplar, Heb. 9.24. Similis formae, it ſignifieth a Figure, by its ſimilitude or likeneſs; repreſenting ſome what, as the Ancients did call the Bread and Wine in the Lords ſupper, figures of the Body and Blood of Christ. It ſignifieth the truth it ſelf by a ſimili­tude, or certain analogy anſwering to the Type or figure, Typus alii typo reſpondens, as the Tabernacle and Temple were Types, Heb. 9.24. a figure is the relation, or faſhion that one thing hath with another. Now if the holy Ghoſt ſaith that Baptiſm is a figure, how dare any to deny it, or do contrary? and if they do, will that make the ordinance null and void as to the Nature of it: Is what men ſay, or do, a rule to be followed and Gods Ordinance and Word to be ſlighted?
And if it be a figure, or type what muſt it be a type of? muſt it be of ſalvation in heaven, as happineſs, or of ſalvation from ſin by grace; in the work of the ſpirit of God upon the ſoul? The holy Ghoſt mentioneth that as that which it is a type of, the Anſwer of a good conſcience by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Peter 3.21. And this is the Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, Acts. 11.15, 16, 17, 18. Acts, 15.9. Titus. 3.5.6. Heb. 10.22. And if it be thus written here is ground for Faith to believe, and they that believe otherwiſe muſt believe without war­rant, Zech. 12.10, 11. Joel 2.28. Iſa. 44.3.
And beſides all this, How of neceſſity muſt this ordinance of external Baptiſm be a Sign, being the great ordinance of Initiation, and Diſcipling of members into the viſible Church, which makes it of as great Moment and weight as any divine ſign whatſoever, of the pour­ing out of the ſpirit of God upon the ſoul. And alſo it muſt be a ſign of that nature, in as much as the Lords ſupper is ſuch a ſign and full repreſentation of the death of Christ, for the nou­riſhment of ſouls after they are brought into the Church of God. That is called a ſhewing of the Lords death till he come, 1 Cor. 11.26.
And what is there in the external parts of that ordinance of the Bread or Wine, or what action of the Miniſter in preparation, conſecration, or diſtribution; or of the receiver, but is a pertinent ſignification, and a real and lively repreſentation to us of what our ſtate is by ſin, and what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for poor ſinners.
If any could prove that John Baptiſt did Baptize with water by dipping them into water, which can never be done by the Bible by any mortal, yet if it could be proved as clearly, ex­preſly, and fully as it hath been proved that Chriſt did and does Baptize with the holy Ghoſt by ſprinkling or pouring upon, yet is not the proof that hath been produced of Chriſts Bapti­zing by ſprinkling or pouring upon, enough to warrant the practice of the Church of God in ſprinkling? Do not they do beſt that follow Chriſt, and are not they in the ſafeſt way; and are we not commanded to learn of Chriſt, and follow Chriſt, and to follow men only as they follow Chriſt? 1 Cor. 11.1. If Baptizing with the ſpirit be Chriſts way, to ſprinkle or pour out his ſpirit upon them, Do they err,  [...]r can they offend that perform the ſign which is exter­nal Baptiſm the ſame way, that Chriſt performed the thing ſignified thereby? Acts 2.2.3.4, 5. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Titus 3.5, 6. Heb. 10.22. And can any deny i [...], unleſs they can prove [Page] External baptiſm not to be a S [...]gn? And to do that, they muſt gainſay the very expreſſions of the h [...]ly Ghoſt, 1 Peter. 3.21. Or prove that the filth of the body is more than the filth of the ſoul, ei [...]her as to univerſality, or deepneſs of Impreſſion, or deny that ſprinkling cannot purge the ſoul or heart, Heb. 10.22. and to deny the expreſſion of the holy Ghoſt. Or deny that they that were but ſprinkled, were not purged, and ſo condemn Moſes in all his Inſtitutions, of that kind, and the Apoſtles aſſertions in Heb. 9.19, 20, 21, 22. and make Davids prayer Impertinent, and ſay, that would not ſerve his turn if God did ſprinkle him, Pſalm. 51.6, 7. and condemn the great Goſpel promiſe, Ezekiel 36.25. and Great Scripture, Propheſie, Iſa. 52.15. and gain [...]ay the title given to the blood of Chriſt, that ſpeaketh to all the general aſſem­bly, Heb. 12.24. And except they can prove the predictions of the way and manner of Chriſts communications of the benefits of his death to many nations to be Impertinent, and Inſigni­ficant as that which would never ſerve turn, if he did do it, Iſa. 52. And whatever ſoul can do this, or undertake to gainſay theſe things, I eſteem it a great happineſs to be kept from ſuch a frame of ſpirit.
But after all this, If any will or do Imagine that John did Baptize with water by dipping and did ſo intend, when he ſaid, I indeed baptize you with water, though it hath been prov­ed that Christs Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt is by pouring upon or ſprinkling with: Then they muſt make this Divine ſign firſt of all to be different from all ſigns of divine inſtituti­on, mentioned in the whole word of God, in that the ſign muſt be performed one way, and the thing ſignified accompliſhed another, the ſign by dipping and the thing ſignified by pour­ing upon or ſprinkling.
2. Then John muſt take a contrary way to make known the mind of God to the people, than ever the Prophets of the Lord did, in that he muſt have contrary meanings by one and the ſame word about the ſame Ordinance at the ſame time to the ſame auditory.
3. Then few of the people muſt underſtand what John did intend, when he told them Christ ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghoſt, as to the manner of the performance of it: But in that he muſt be a Barbarian to them; which is Notoriouſly falſe, John 10.40, 41, 42.
4. Then it was Impoſſible alſo that they ſhould pray for or depend by faith for the accom­pliſhment of it, becauſe they could not tell which way it ſhould be performed, Pſalm. 51.6, 7.
5. It was Impoſſible that they ſhould believe in Chriſt as the true Meſſiah, that John had foretold, when he did appear; if John ſhould have dipped them into water, and called this Baptizing of them, and propheſie that Chriſt ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghoſt, and expreſs it, by the ſame word and in the ſame mood that he did his dipping.
And when Chriſt did appear if he ſhould not take them and dip them into the ſpirit, but pour out his ſpirit upon them, who of them that believed John to be a prophet indeed would have believed that Chriſt was the Meſſiah indeed? But it would have been the greateſt obſtructi­on to keep them, from believing in Chriſt, that could be, contrary to John 10.42.
6. If this were true, then they that Dip muſt be followers of John, and all that ſprinkle muſt be followers of Chriſt.
7. They that would make this to be the meaning of John by this word  [...] about his own practice of Baptizing, muſt make Johns Manner of Baptizing to be humane, except they can prove it by ſome warrant of Scripture. And then alſo their faith muſt be humane that believe it, and their practice humane that follow it, without they can ſhew expreſs warrant for it, as hath been ſhewn for Chriſts Baptizing, by pouring upon, or ſprinkling with his ſpirit.
8. They that can pervert Johns words to the people, may pervert the words of Chriſt himſelf alſo in Acts. 1.5. And the words of the Apoſtle Peter, Acts 11.15, 16. ſpeaking of Johns Baptiſm, and all other Scriptures, with as good warrant as they do this.
But beſides, a little further to view the words.
What can be made of theſe words, Matth. 3.11.  [...]; I indeed baptize you with water or in water? Is there any ground for any to Im­agine that the meaning muſt be, I have dipped you in water? Then they did not go in them­ſelves nor came forth themſelves, for if they went in, and came out themſelves, then he could neither dip them in, nor take them out,
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And if He dipped them in, it muſt be the whole perſon; for he ſpeaks to them as Individuals, and to every individual of them, and makes no limitation of any particular part of their per­ſons that he had dipped. And it muſt be in their wearing apparel; for we read of no deveſting of them. And when any can prove by Scripture that any one Miniſter of ordinary ſtrength can dip all ſorts of perſons of whatſoever age, ſex, condition, ſtature or dimenſion they be, in a whole region, or in City, and Countrey, then I hope I ſhall have faith to believe ſuch Doctrine. But till I have the word of God for it, I muſt and do eſteem it Impoſſible, though if it could be done there muſt be a twofold Baptiſm; One Immediate, and the other Mediate by the clothes.
And if it be taken, I have baptized you in water, then the meaning muſt be, that he ſpake the words while they were in the water; and whether they went in, or he put them in, that reſpects nothing of the act, but muſt be in order to the act of his Baptizing of them.
And this Argueth nothing to prove by way of diſtinction whether the water were caſt or ſprinkled upon them in the water, or whether they were dipped further in. But if it gives ground for either, It is for ſprinkling or pouring water upon them: For in caſe a perſon be took and caſt into the water, or dipped in, and there held while the words are ſpoken, which gives the form to the Ordinance, to diſtinguiſh it from all other, the perſon might be ſtifled
If John ſpake no more words in his Adminiſtration than what is commanded by Chriſt to be ſaid now, yet ſome weak conſtitutions muſt, and would be ſtifled, if they were held under water ſo long. But if Water be poured or ſprinkled upon them, there can be no danger of any harm as to the pouring upon.
And if any take the act to be done by John while they were in the water then we have no ground from hence of the alteration of the poſition of the perſon baptized, in the reception of the Baptiſm in water.
And if the perſon muſt be in water to be baptized, then this condemns the baptiſm in the Red ſea, for they were upon dry land, Heb. 11.29. 1. Cor. 10.2.
And if the words be ſtrictly taken, I have baptized you in water; Then the ſtreſs of the ſenſe muſt lie, not as to the manner, whether it be done by dipping or ſprinkling, nor can the form of words yield any proof for it; but only that the perſon Baptized be in water when the act it ſelf be performed by the Baptizer, nor whether he be under water or not, ſo he be baptized in water, and then Pauls was not this way who was baptized in a houſe, Acts. 9.18. and how any will prove the baptizing of the three thouſand in ſome part of an Artificial day was while they were in the water, is unknown Acts. 2.41, 42. &c.
But if any will have the meaning to be I have baptized in water,  [...], I have dipped you into water then they muſt ſhew when and where in the New Teſtament the Prepoſition  [...], in, is ſo uſed to ſignifie by the holy Ghoſt, with reſpect to this Ordinance.
And then they muſt make the word  [...] ſignifie only to dip, when John ſpeaks of his baptizing with water; as it hath been  [...]roved to ſignifie only, to pour upon or ſprinkle with when it is referred to Chriſts baptizing: And then Thirdly they muſt make the difference to be in oppoſition to ſprinkling in the dipping into the water, and the words to be ſpoken while they be dipping in, and then whether they be under water or not, is not ſignificant ſo they were dipped in.
But it muſt be in ſuch a manner as the baptized muſt be wholly paſſive in the act, and no coagent, or coadjuvant, for they were Baptized in the paſſive voice, and then one part of the perſon muſt not be in the water before, for then it cannot be dipt in, nor muſt one part ſtand upon terra firma, for then that perſon cannot be wholly paſſive in the reception of Baptiſm in the whole perſon, unleſs any do account the lower part of the perſon no part of the perſon, or a part not  [...]o be purified, or elſe do Baptize pars pro toto, and yet then but one part of the perſon can be in the power of the Baptizer, and that not ſolely neither, but in ſuch conjunction with the reſt, that it cannot be wholly paſſive, as it ought to be, And is and muſt be, all of the perſon in the Baptiſm ſignified by it, Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 5. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Titus 3 5, 6. Or elſe if they will have the particle  [...] to ſignifie into, they muſt have the meaning to be, I have baptized you into water, as Chriſt commands to baptize into, the name of the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt. But that I ſuppoſe none that make conſcience will admit of.
But how any of theſe conſtructions not agreeing with Baptiſm with Water to be a ſign of Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, is yet unknown to ſome.
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But if the matter of difference do conſiſt in and depend upon the meaning and acceptation of this word  [...], to Baptize, then it will be Neceſſary to enquire into the New Teſta­ment how this word is taken to ſignify there.
Arguments and Reaſons grounded upon Scripture to prove that John Baptiſt did intend pouring upon, or ſprinkling by the word Baptize,  [...], mentioned in Matth. 3.11. when he Propheſied to the people that Christ ſhould Baptize them with the holy Ghoſt in the latter end of the verſe. And alſo Arguments and Reaſons grounded upon Scripture to prove that he did not intend Dipping by the word Baptize,  [...], when he told the people that he indeed had baptized them with water in the beginning of 11. verſe of Matth. the 3d.
When John the Baptist, told the people, that Chriſt, that ſhould come after him, ſhould Bap­tize them with the holy Ghoſt, and with fire, that he did intend by the word  [...], Baptize, pouring upon, ſhedding upon, or ſprinkling with, and not dipping or plunging into, may be clearly proved from other places of Scripture.
First, In that the people that were ear-witneſſes of what John ſpake of Chriſt, and eye-witneſſes of the manner In which Chriſt performed that which John ſpake of him, do teſtifie that all that John ſpake of Chriſt was true, John. 10.41. Now this of Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, and with fire, is one of the things that John did ſpeak of Chriſt; and therefore this was true, and intended by John, as ſo to be performed, as Chriſt did perform it when he did come: For if John ſhould not have intended and meant by theſe words that Chriſt ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghoſt, that Chriſt ſhould pour out his ſpirit upon them and ſhed it upon them, or ſprinkle them with it, which was Chriſts way of Baptizing them with it, Acts 1.5. Acts 2.3, 4, 5. Then what John ſpake of Chriſt could not be true, But all that John ſpake of Chriſt was true: Therefore he did not intend dipping into the holy Ghost, by Chriſts Baptizing them with it, but pouring upon, ſhedding upon, and ſprinkling with, by Chriſts baptizing them with the holy Ghoſt, Acts 2.15, 16, 17. Titus. 3.5, 6. Heb. 10.22. 1 Peter 1.2. Acts 10.44, 45, 46. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Acts 15.8, 9.
2. In that it was ground of faith in the people to believe in Chriſt, John. 10.42 What John ſpake of Chriſt was true, even all things of it, and many believed on him there; The con­junction copulative knitting together Johns words and the truth of it, and their believing ſheweth that the things that John ſpake of Chriſt being true, they believed on him upon that Teſtimony John had given: What was ground of faith in the people, and that to many and not a few. And in the very place too, that John ſpake theſe things at firſt and baptized, were certain truths. But Johns words or Teſtimony of Chriſt was ground of faith to many of the people in the very place where John at firſt Baptized and ſpake them. Therefore Johns words of Chriſt were cer­tainly true. And therefore John did not mean nor intend by Chriſts Baptizing, dipping into, but pouring upon or ſprinkling with the holy Ghost, by Chriſt, Matth. 3.11. When he did come
3. It may be further Proved from the holy ſpirit, that John was filled with and acted by, in the work of his Miniſtry. He was filled with the holy Ghoſt from his mothers womb, and came in the ſpirit of Elias, Luke 1.16, 17. Now if it was by the ſame ſpirit of truth and holineſs that John the Baptiſt ſpake by, and was acted by, as others of the holy Prophets of the Lord were acted by, then what John ſpake of Chriſt was true, and was in every thing intended by him, as it ſhould be, and was performed by Chriſt, when he came, and did perform them: Therefore John did intend ſprinkling or pouring upon by Chriſts Baptizing them with the holy Ghoſt,
4. It may be further proved from Johns office, He was a Prophet: And what John ſpake of Chriſt he ſpake as a prophet, foretelling of it, both as to the matter, and the manner of the performance. And that he was a prophet, Chriſt himſelf doth witneſs, and the greateſt of Pro­phets, Matth. 11.7, 8, 9. And the word of God came to him in an immediate manner, as to others of the Prophets, Luke 3.2, 3, 4. And therefore he did intend, by Chriſts baptizing with the holy Ghost, his pouring out the holy Ghost upon them, and ſhedding, it upon them and his ſprinkling them with it, which titles the holy Ghoſt does afterwards give to the thing, that John expreſſed and intended by baptizing, Matth. 3.11. with the holy Ghoſt. And for any to gain ſay it, is to deny Johns being a prophet of the Lord. The Prophet did foreſee what they foretold. Iſaia [...] aw his glory when he ſpake of him, John. 12.41. And did not John ſee it alſo?
[Page]5. Another Argument may be taken From Chriſts giving the Diſciples of John a  [...] ſtimon [...] that he was the Meſſias, from the works that he did, and the manner of his do [...]  [...]f th [...] which is included in the matter of them, Matth. 11. [...], 4, 5, 6. Go and tell jo [...] agai [...] things that ye ſee. Which ſheweth that Johns Diſcovery, and Propheſie of Chriſt, ha [...] been his works. And if Chriſt had not done the things that John  [...]ad foretold and as they ha [...]  [...]een foretold, then they muſt have been at a loſs for the knowledg of the L [...]rd Je [...] to  [...]  [...]e Meſſiah, and if John had intended Dipping, when Chriſt ſhould do it, by pouring upon, Johns t [...]i­mony muſt have been againſt Chriſt that he was not the Meſſiah,
6. From Johns living to ſee the things fulfilled that he foretold, and Propheſied of Chriſt And ſhould he have foretold it, and propheſied of the manner of the performance of this great work of Chriſt, the Donation of his ſpirit by Dipping them into it when he did come, and when Chriſt was come he ſhould pour out his ſpirit upon them, and John live to ſee this performed as he did, in the Immediate calling of the Apoſtes, that were fiſher-men, and mak­ing them preachers, and upon diverſe others. How would this have proved what John had ſaid to the people not to be true to his face?
7. Another Argument may be from Chriſts teſtimony of John, thas he came in the way of righteouſneſs: And if he came in the way of righteouſneſs, then he ſpake and intended truth, and not falſeneſs, Matth, 21.32.
8. Another Argument may be to prove that John did intend pouring upon by the word baptize or baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, In that it was diſcovered to him that Chriſt ſhould be filled with and receive the holy Ghoſt that way, by its deſcending upon him, and not by Chriſts being took and put, or dipt into that, John 1.33. But he that ſent me to Baptize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, Ʋpon Whom thou ſhalt ſee the ſpirit deſcending, and remaining upon him, the ſame is he that Baptizeth with the holy Ghoſt.
 [...]. In that the manner of the communication of the ſpirit was ſuch a diſtinguiſhing character of Chriſt, and his Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt ſuch a ſpecial work foretold of Chriſt, John. 1.32, 33. The Great thing foretold of Chriſt. John knew him by receiving the ſpirit, and others were to know him by his giving it.
10. This puts it out of doubt that John did intend not dipping, but pouring out of the ſpirit, or ſprinkling with the ſpirit, in that he mentioneth fire, that was the extraordinary appearance of the ſpirit of God in that d [...]y when it ſat upon each of the Apoſtles, Matth. 3.11. Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 5.
Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to prove by Scripture, and Arguments, and Reaſons grounded upon Scripture, That John did not intend dipping by his firſt uſe of the word  [...], Baptize, when he ſaid to the people in Matth. 3.11, I indeed baptize you with Water; but did, and muſt intend pouring upon, and ſprinkling with Water.
First, That he did not intend dipping by the word  [...], Baptize, when he ſaid to the people, I indeed baptize you with Water. And this may be proved, First, from God, the Author of John's Baptiſm. His Baptiſm was from Heaven, in Matth. 21.25, 26, 27, 32. and he muſt not intend dipping by his baptizing, nor perform it by dipping. First, from God, his being the God of Order, and not of Confuſion; in the work that he doth himſelf, or that he ſendeth his Servants to do in his Church, 1 Cor. 14.33. God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace. And this in all Churches of the Saints, and the Church of the Jews, to whom John was now ſent, was the only Church of God upon the Earth, and therefore God was not the Author of Confuſion in this Church. But what dreadful Confuſion, and Contradiction muſt this have made in John's Intentions by the ſame word, if in one expreſſion of it, in the ſame Mood, he ſhould intend dipping; and in the other expreſſion, intend pouring upon, or ſprinkling; and this about one and the ſame Ordinance, at the ſame time, to the ſame people, without any Explanation? And what dreadful Confuſion, between Chriſt's Adminiſtration of the thing ſignified, and John's Adminiſtration of the ſign, ſetting of it forth? and this in John's own knowledge at the ſame time; and alſo, ſo diſcovered and foretold by him to be admi­niſtred? And alſo what confuſion between this External Sign, and all the inſtitutions of Mo­ſes; which did all clearly typifie out, and ſignifie, what was intended by it? Pſalm 51.6, 7. And what dreadful confuſion between John's Adminiſtration, and the great Promiſe of God reſpecting Goſpel times▪ Ezek. 36.25. I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you. And what contrariety and confuſion muſt there be between John's  [...]dminiſtration, and all the great Propheſies reſpecting Goſpel-times, Iſa. 52.15. So ſhall he ſprinkle many Nations. So alſo [Page] J [...]el 2.28. Iſa. 44.3. So that John muſt not, nor did he intend dipping by his telling them, he baptized them with Water, becauſe God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace; that is, of Order, Indentity and Agreement in his inſtituted ſigns with the thing ſign fi d by them.
2. From Gods appointing Baptiſm with Water, to be a Sign and Type of Chriſts Bapti­zing them with  [...]he Holy Ghoſt. How could it be ſo called  [...], if God had not ap­pointed it ſo to be of Chriſts  [...]aptizing with his Spirit? Known unto God are all his works from the foundation of the world, Acts 15.18. 1 Pet. 3.21. And John's words, in John 1.31, 32. Becauſe Ch [...]iſt ſhould be manifeſt to Iſrael, therefore he was come baptizing with Water. Now, the great thing Chriſt ſhould be manifeſt by to Iſrael, was, his baptizing with the holy Ghost, and in this he was mightier than J [...]hn, as to his Adminiſtrations, as far as the Spirit was above Water, as to Nature and Excellency, John 1.26 to 34.
3. From Gods Deſign and End in ſending John to baptize with Water, to perform his Oath and Promiſe made to Abraham, and to his Seed. Now if John ſhould have intended dipping, and have performed his Baptiſm by dipping, then all Infants and infirm perſons of Abraham's Poſterity, muſt have been denyed or ſuſpended from the Ordinance, and from par­taking of the Priviledge, but have been all excluded and caſt out of the viſible Church of God, which would have been inconſiſtent with the truth of God in the Promiſes made to the Fathers, Rom. 15.8. Luke 1.55, 71, 72, 73, &c. Therefore John did not intend dipping by his Baptizing, becauſe this would have rendred the Promiſe null and void, which was, and is, and muſt be for ever ſure to all the Seed, Rom. 4.16. Acts 2.38, 39. Acts 3.26. Acts 3.23.
4. It may be proved from the total overturning of all the ways of Purifications inſtituted by God, by Moſes, which were then all in force, and have rendered them all inſufficient and inſignificant, moſt of which ſignified as much as John's Baptiſm, Numb. 19. Pſalm 51.6, 7. And all of them were performed by ſprinkling. This would have made God to contradict himſelf as to the outward ſign, when the inward thing ſignified was to be performed in the ſame way. Compare Pſalm 51.6, 7. with Acts 15.7, 8, 9. and it would have ca [...] ſcorn up­on Moſes, who was faithful in all his houſe as a Servant. And this when they were all in force by Divine Authority, and in uſe among them, Acts 21.20, 21, 22, 23, 24, &c.
5. From Gods End in ſending John to make plain the way of the Lord, or make it ſtraight; that is, the way of Chriſts Communications in his Inſtitutions and Ordinances: And John decla­ring that he was ſent to baptize with W [...]ter, John 1.31, 32, 33. and the Scripture men­tioning this, eſpecially as to Johns Miniſtry, Acts 13.24, 25. Matth. 21.25. Acts 10.27. do ſhew, that the great work of John the Baptiſt was to baptize the people with Water, that they might come to Chriſt to be baptized with the holy Ghoſt; and ſhould John have baptized by dipping, and Chriſt baptize by pouring upon or ſprinkling, was this to make a ſtraight and clear di [...]covery of the way of the Lord? Would it not have made the way of Chriſt more dark, and dubious, and crooked, than to make it ſtraight, clear, and plain to be apprehended? and that too, Then Moſes, who put a Vail over his Face, for they had ſprinkling, to ſet forth ſprinkling, Pſalm 51.6, 7.
6. From the Promiſe of God revealed by John to the people, That all fleſh ſhould ſee the Sal­vation of God, Luke 3.6. Let that Salvation of God be meant of the perſon of Chriſt, or of the Diſpenſations of Chriſt, or both, it is all one for that. For they muſt have the Pro­miſe, or not the Promiſe, Chriſts perſon being to be manifeſt by his baptizing with the Ho­ly Ghoſt, John 1.31, 32, 33. and this to be done, and ſo foretold by pouring out his Spirit up­on them. Should John have baptized by dipping, he muſt of neceſſity have kept all from having a clear fight of Chriſt in his Diſpenſations by this, repreſenting to them the manner and way of Chriſts Communicating to them his Favours. For who of all Fleſh could ſee pouring or ſp [...]inkling ſet forth by dipping and plunging; or who could underſtand it by Johns Words and  [...]xpreſſions of it, when it was both expreſſed by one and the ſame word, in the ſame Mood?
7. From Chriſts Commendation of John and his Miniſtry, and that in point of clearneſs, above all other of the Prophets; and this could never have been, had John performed the Sign one way, and yet expreſſed Chriſts performance of it another way by the ſame word; and that without the leaſt Explanation, and this not in private to an underſtan [...]ing Com­pany, but in publick to all the Multitude. This would have made Johns Doctr [...]nes  [...]d Ad­miniſtrations harder to be underſtood than Ezekiels Viſions, that the People ca [...]  [...]e [...]ies. [Page] As to the ſetting forth of the manner of Chriſts baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt; whereas ohns Miniſtry was more clear than any of the Prophets, Matth. 11.6, 7, 8, 9. Luke 7.27, 28.
8. It may be proved, that John did not intend Dipping by his Baptizing with Water by the Holy Ghoſts making uſe of another word, to ſet forth dipping by in the New Teſtament; and that it is  [...], ſee John 13.26. Luke 16.24. Rev. 19.13. Mark 14.20. Matth. 26.23. and ſo maketh a difference between Baptizing and Dipping, in that Dipping is expreſſed by another word in the Original always, where it is mentioned in the New Teſtament.
9. From Johns ſaying nothing of the alteration of the manner of his performance of this Ordinance, from any other typical Ceremonial Purification inſtituted by God among this Peo­ple: And if there be nothing ſaid of it, no Man can have warrant for Divine Faith to believe, without a Scripture warrant, and to be the external matter to be believed, 1 Cor. 15.3, 4, to 12. And how any can teach that for Doctrine to others, that they have no ground in Scripture to believe themſelves, I do not know: See Heb. 7.14. If John did baptize by Dipping, he muſt do it either from his Commiſſion by Divine Revelation; but of that we read nothing: Or, 2. By way of imitation of Moſes, and that could not be, for his was by Sprinkling, Numb. 19. Heb 9.13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22. Or, 3. To be a ſign of Chriſt's Baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt; nor that could not be, for that was by Pouring upon, or Sprinkling. 4. Or to make the way of the Lord more ſtraight and plain to all the people; nor that could not be, for it would rather eclips and darken it. None can diſcern Sprinkling by Dipping: Or 5 That all Fleſh among them might ſee it, that is, enjoy and partake of it; and that could not be nei­ther, for then, all Infants and infirm perſons, muſt be excluded from it: Or 6. That Chriſt might be the clearer known; but that could not be, becauſe he performed his another way. Or, 7. To fulfil ſome Goſpel Promiſe or Prophecy; but that could not be neither, for that expreſly h [...]ld forth, ſprinkling or pouring upon, Ezek. 36.25. Iſa. 52.15. Joel 2.28. Iſa. 44.3. Prov. 1.23. Zech. 12.10. Or, 8. In Imitation of the Phariſees and the Jews in thoſe days; for they ſinned againſt the expreſs Law of God, if they performed any of their Purifications either by Blood or Water any other way than by ſprinkling; and they were a People that made it the all of their Religion, to keep to the Letter of the Law, Rom. 2.27. And John accounted them a Ge­neration of Vipers, Matth. 3.7, 8. and they ſaid, John had a Devil, Matth. 11.17, 18, 19. What warrant Men will have for John's imagined dipping, I know not, how confident ſoever they be.
10. From the Enemies ſilence, and their never quarrelling at John for any alteration of this Purification, from what Moſes's was; but they were the firſt that John does record, that called John's Adminiſtration Baptizing, John 1.25. and ſurely they did not intend dipping by it, becauſe there was no ſuch way in any of their Typical, Perſonal Purifications, and they were great pretenders to the ſtrict keeping to Moſes, and the obſervation of the Letter of the Law. And they could not be ſo ignorant as not to know it to be a Sign only, and John's words in declaring Chriſt's Baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, was enough to declare it to them; and yet we never find one word of their quarrelling, or gain-ſaying, or finding fault with John as bringing in any new way of Adminiſtration of the ſign, contrary to what Moſes had deliver­ed to them from the Lord.
11. Another Argument to prove, that John did not intend dipping by his ſaying, he bap­tized with Water, may be taken from Apollos, who knew only the Baptiſm of John, and was mighty in the Scriptures, and was able to prove, that Jeſus was Christ, Acts 18.24. to the end; which could never have been, had John's Adminiſtration of the Sign been ſo contrary to Chriſt's Adminiſtration of the thing ſignified: Where could Apollos have any thing from the Scripture to prove the Baptiſm of John to ſet forth Chriſt's Baptiſm, or from his Do­ctrine by expreſſing Chriſts Baptiſm by pouring upon, by the ſame word that he expreſſed his own, if he did perform his own by Dipping? If any ſay, that the word has a two-fold ac­ccep [...]ation in the New Testament; let them that ſay it prove it by the New Testament, if they can; for my part, I ſhall thank them for that charitable Work; but till then I have no ground to believe it: and if any ſay, That this act of Apollos proving by the Scripture, that Jeſus was Christ, was after that Aquila and Priſcilla had inſtructed him: I anſwer, did they inſtruct him in the Baptiſm of John, can they prove that? and did he teach publickly before that, and not prove by the Scripture, what he preached? can they prove that? Or can they prove, that John's Baptiſm was not warranted by the Scripture? How dare they then overturn the way of Chriſt's Baptizing, and follow John: Let them that make this Objection [Page] prove, that the commendation given to Ap [...]ll [...]s, is to be reſtrained to that time following Aquilla and Pr [...]ſcilla their inſtructing him; and not o the whole of his publick Miniſtry, with reſpect to his proving what he ſaid by Scripture, when he knew only the Baptiſm of John, let  [...]hem prove it by any part of that Tex [...]. John's Baptizing was a making ſtraight and plain the way of the Lord; let who will make it crooked.
12 We may argue it alſo, That John did not baptize by Dipping, nor intend ſo, when  [...]e told them, he did indeed baptize them with Water. From the impoſſibility of the act of Dipping; that is, that any particular ſingle perſon, with the ordinary ſtrength of Nature, of whatſoever ſtature or proportion John was, ſhould be able to dip or plunge all ſorts of per­ſons of whatſoever age, ſex, condition, ſtature, or corpulency, according to the true ac­ceptation of Dipping, as ſet forth in Scripture, Whether John ſtood in the Water or out of the Water: If the Baptiſm be to be of the whole perſon, and not of a part, and but one, not of two kinds, one immediate, and the other mediate by the Clothes: and if the perſon baptized, or dipped, be looſe from every thing elſe immediately before the act of dipping, and that the whole perſon be out of the Water, before any of the perſon be, or can be dip­ped in by the Dipper; and that the Baptized be wholly Paſſive, and no way Active in the leaſt, in the reception of it; and that part of the perſon, or thing that is graſped by the Dipper, be not accounted to be dipped while ſo graſped by him; and that the perſon dipped be taken out of the Water by the Dipper, as ever it was dipped in by him; and all other Cir­cumſtances and Things that the Scripture makes diſcovery of, with reſpect to Dipping, a real regard be had to them; that ſo there may be, indeed, a real dipping, according to what the word of God does diſcover of the nature of the act. And ſo to take Dipping in a Scripture Senſe, and then it will be found to be a thing impoſſible, or an act impoſſible for any one Individual to perform, to all ſorts, ſexes, ages, and degrees of perſons whatſoever; and there­fore, ſurely, John did not baptize by dipping, nor intend dipping by his ſaying, he had baptized them with Water; for it was impoſſible for him to do it by his ordinary, natural, perſo­nal ſtrength; and he had no other, for he did no Miracle, John 10.41, 42.
But ſome may object, and ſay, That it is not expreſly ſaid, that he poured upon, or ſprinkled with Water. I anſwer, no more is it expreſly ſaid, that he dipped; but it is ſaid, he baptized with Water; and he told them, That our Lord Jeſus, when he did appear, ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghost. And this kind of baptizing is expreſly called, pouring upon, ſhedding upon, falling upon, ſitting upon, blowing upon, and ſprinkling with in Scripture, Acts 2.3, 4, 5, 16, 17, 33. Titus 3.5, 6. Acts 10.44, 45. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Heb. 10.22. 1 Pet. 1.2. and the Ex­ternal Baptiſm is to be a ſign of the Internal by Scripture warrant, and according to the Faith of all that own External Worſhipping of the True God; and if any can ſhew ſo much warrant for the proof, that John did intend dipping by his ſaying, he did indeed baptize them with Water; and prove, by the like Scripture Expreſſions, That John did perform his External Baptizing with Water by Dipping, I ſhall be ſo far from Reviling, or Contradicting that Perſon, or thoſe Perſons, be they who they will, that I ſhall endeavour cordially to thank them.
But a little further to end this particular: If it could be proved, that John Baptist did as certainly dip or plunge into water, As it hath been proved that John did Propheſie Chriſt ſhould pour upon them the holy Ghoſt, and ſprinkle them with it: and that Chriſt did ſo Baptize with the holy Ghoſt when he did come: I ſay, if this way could be with all clearneſs as fully proved; yet it muſt be granted in the reſult of it, Either That John Baptists way of Baptizing, by Dipping was the beſt way; Or That Chriſts way of pouring upon, or ſprinkling with was the beſt way, Or elſe  [...]t muſt be granted in the Third place That both was equally commanded and alike effectually ſufficient, for their deſigned ends, and alike acceptably to God. If any ſay, That Johns way of Dipping and plunging, (if it could be proved) was the onely right way; Then Chriſt who is Lord, Law-giver and Judg, muſt be condemned, and his way of communicating of the holy Ghost which is the gift of Gifts; and the all of life and Godlineſs in principle and practice, muſt not be in the right way, becauſe Chriſt does not take the perſons he Baptizeth with it, and Dip them or plunge them into the holy Ghoſt. And what then will they make of John's, If when he did know certainly and clearly and this by Immedi­ate revelation from God, that Chriſt ſhould Baptize, by pouring out his ſpirit upon his people and ſprinkling them with it; And did ſo foretell it to the people, and intend this way of Baptizing when he ſpake it: And expreſſed it by the ſame word, as he did expreſs his own baptizing with water by; what I ſay will they make of John the Baptiſt, If when he did know Chriſts way and manner, and yet he would not follow it, When it is, and hath ever been the honour of all his [Page] meſſengers and people to follow Chriſt their Lord and Maſter: And all be bid to follow the moſt Eminent and Immediate meſſengers as they follow Chriſt? 1 Cor. 11.1. What will they make of John baptiſt for not taking Chriſts way when he knew it, and propheſied of it, and yet not follow it as they ſuppoſe, nor take Chriſts way; But take another way that was Impoſſible in it ſelf; and ſhew no warrant why he did not take that way, nor any warrant for another way; But is and muſt be ſuppoſed to do it, quite contrary to Chriſts way when he did appear, and quite contrary to the Nature of the Ordinance whi [...]h is to be and muſt be a ſign, or elſe it muſt be nothing, and quire contrary to Moſes, and Gods inſtitutions by him; and never give one word to the people to tell them why he did ſo do? And what will any make of the way of their reception of the holy Ghoſt from Chriſt, whether it be in the ſaving graces or the com­mon gifts thereof, All partake of it, in one and the ſame way, Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Acts 15.7, 8, 9. And if they do not partake of it in the right manner, will they own it for right any more than they do own the external Baptiſm to be right, if it be not partook of by Dipping, or plunging? And if they do not own it as right, how can they dare to make uſe of their gifts, or of their graces, or hope to be ſaved by their grace as uniting them to Chriſt, or evidencing them to be in Chriſt? And if they Do own either gifts or graces given to them and received this way as right, It muſt be from a change of their Judgment, about external Baptiſm, or by way of Compulſion that they can have it, or partake of it no other way. And if any be of that mind, how can they praiſe God for it, whether it be common gifts or ſpecial grace, or rejo [...]ce in Chriſt from whom it comes. And if any ſay, It is not from a change of their minds about external Baptiſm, that they do own this way of Christs Baptizing, and do not look upon it as null and void; I Anſwer, Then How can they justify and own the participation of the greater benefit, and that which is the all in a wrong way, and yet condemn that way in the partaking of the leſſer, which is a little water as the external ſign? Is no [...] this to make more ado about the Tything of Mint, Annis and Cummin, and to be regardleſs about the way of partaking of the weighty matters of the Goſpel? And if the minds of any be not changed about the way and manner of external Baptiſm to be null and void if it be performed by ſprinkling or pouring upon; Then all the harm I wiſh every ſuch Soul is, That they will in the fear of God labour to have clear Scripture warrant for the ſtaying and fixing of their minds in that frame, and be ſure they follow Chriſt in it, leſt at laſt they be found not followers of Chriſt, nor of his mind, Phil. 2.6. And if It be not by pouring upon or ſprinkling I hope never any will have the face to ſay it is Chriſts way, when it is not. If Any or all ſay, That Chriſts way of Baptizing is and must certainly be the beſt way; and eſpecially when John Baptiſts way by Dipping is not commanded, nor can be proved: and then John Baptiſts way of Dipping, if it could be proved, muſt be condemned. And certainly John, whom Chriſt ſo com­mended, is not to be condemned for any thing that he did in his Adminiſtrations: It is cer­tain that John Adminiſtred Baptiſm with water the right way, though it cannot be proved to be by Dipping, In that the Phariſees and Lawyers were ſo condemned for not being baptized by him, Luke 7.30. Matth. 21.32. For he came in the way of righteouſneſs, and he fulfilled his courſe; and therefore did not go out of the way, but was in the right way, and kept the way, Acts 13.24, 25. and did his work faithfully both as to matter and manner. And if Chriſts way be the beſt way in any ones Judgment now can any Imagine that it was not beſt in Johns Judgment, that did propheſie of it, and was ſent on purpoſe before his face to make his way ſtraight, and plain, and not more crooked, and ecclipſed then it was before? And if Chriſts way be the beſt way, why ſhould Johns ſuppoſed way that cannot be proved by Scripture, be ſo contended for by any Soul, and ſuch Rents, Diviſions and Seperations made in the viſible Body of Chriſt about it? and why ſhould any Soul living have the face to call that Chriſts way which they do, but ſuppoſe was Johns, and cannot by Scripture prove it to be Johns way or Chriſts way either? And if Chriſts way be beſt, why ſhould they be condemned that follow it, and thoſe that are baptized that way be taught to renounce it, to partake of none knows what? Or Thirdly It muſt be granted if Johns way could be proved to be by Dipping, as Chriſts hath been by pouring upon, That both were alike commanded and authorized by the will of God, and both were equally effectual and ſufficient, and acceptable. And if but this much be granted, Then ſprinkling muſt ſurely be lawful and commendable, and acceptable in all that per­form it that way, and they be, and muſt be looked upon to be in, and to keep to, the way of he Lord, and the performance of the Ordinance that way muſt be valid, and not be accounted  [...]ll and void, nor muſt there be any Room or place for rebaptizing, much leſs any room [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page] for renouncing, of it and enveighing againſt it, as Antichriſtian, &c. when it is the way of Ch [...]iſt, and of as good warrant, and as effe [...]tual and acceptable, as Dipping, if that could be proved to be commanded, and alſo performed as Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt is witneſſed in Scripture to be performed by pouring upon, ſhedding upon or ſprinkling with.
Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to diſcover by Scripture Arguments, That as John the Baptiſt did not, nor ought not to baptize by dipting, nor that he did intend dipping by that word; ſo that he did baptize by pouring upon, or ſprinkling, and ought ſo to baptize with Water; and that he did intend pouring upon, or ſprinkling with Water, when he ſaid, I indeed have baptized you with Water, Matth. 3.11.
Having laid down  [...]ome Scripture Arguments, to ſatisfie poor Souls, That John did not baptize by dipping or plunging: Now let us ſee further, What might be produced to prove, That John the Baptiſt did baptize with Water, by pouring out or ſprinkling Water upon them that he baptized: And I put in both theſe expreſſions, pouring upon, or ſprinkling, becauſe theſe are made ſynony­mous terms by the Holy Ghoſt, and are uſed in Scripture, to ſignifie and ſet forth one and the ſame thing. Compare Iſa. 52.15. Ezek. 36.25. with Iſa. 44.3. Joel 2.28. and 1 Pet. 1.2. Heb 10.22. with Titus 3.5, 6. and Acts 2.3, 4, 5, 16, 17, 33. and Acts 11.15, 16, 17. And to prove, That John the Baptiſt did pour upon, or ſprinkle with Water, thoſe that he baptized with Water, I ſhall offer theſe enſuing Scripture Arguments. Firſt of all from the great promiſe of God made long before to that People in particular, and to the whole Church in general; in E­zek. 36.25, 26. I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you: Obſerve, the matter is Water, and clean Water; compare this with Heb. 10.22. it is called pure Water,  [...], the ve­ry word that is uſed for to ſet forth their Water of purifying, which muſt be underſtood of the ſimple Element uſet apart for that End, without the aſhes of an Heifer. The words in E­zek. 36.25. are  [...]; the word for clean is from  [...] he purified, and is that whereby their cleanſing both External and Internal is ſet forth, and uſed: See Numb. 19.19. Lev. 13.34. Mal. 3.3. Ezra 6.20. Prov. 28.9. Pſalm 51.12. This Promiſe reſpects the ceſſation of the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſhes of the Heifer; and yet it ſhould be effectual for purifying by divine appointment and ſepar [...]tion. I [...] any will have this to be intended only of the Internal Baptiſm, the Baptiſm with the holy Ghoſt; then they muſt grant, that the Internal Baptiſm is to be performed by ſprinkling; and doubtleſs John the Baptiſt did know this as well as any do or can now; and if he did, then he muſt intend ſprinkling  [...]y the word  [...], when he propheſied of Chriſt's Bap­tizing them with the Holy Ghoſt, or elſe he muſt contradict the expreſs promiſe of God. And for any to exclude the ſign and means here to be contained and intended in the Promiſe; whence then will they have the Means if not from the Promiſe? and why ſhould the manner of the application, or adminiſtration of the means, and External Sign, if it be not contained in the promiſe, be made a matter of ſuch weight and moment, as to cauſe ſuch Separation and Diviſion among Chriſtians? And why ſhould that which is not contained in the promiſe be matter ſo highly ſet by? But if the External Sign and the Manner of the adminiſtration of it were not here intended, how will this promiſe reſpect the Goſpel times, and the ceſſation of their blood of Bulls and Goats, and the aſhes of an Heifer to be done only with Water, with­out any Compoſition? And how ſhould they be able to pray for the fulfilling, of it which the Lord ſaith, he would be ſought unto by them, that he ſhould do it for them? Verſe 37. as David did of old, Pſalm 51.6, 7. If John Baptiſts baptiſm was not what was contained in this Promiſe, how could it be the fulfilling of that which God had ſpoken by the Mouth of all his Holy Prophets ſince the World began? Luke 1.55, 70, to the end. Then the Promiſe muſt not contain the making plain the way of the Lord, nor the means whereby all Fleſh ſhould ſee the Salvation of God, Luke 3.6. and they that have Faith to believe theſe things, may for me: They mu [...]t make the Promiſe to be fulfilled by means or without means; if by means it muſt be the ſame way adminiſtred to be the Sign repreſenting the thing to be ob­tained. If without means, then that renders means needleſs, and then there is no need of ex [...]ernal Baptiſm, contrary to Luke 7.30. John 3.3, 5. Heb. 10.22. The  [...]ody is to be waſh­ed to draw near to God. Secondly Another Argument may be taken from the great Prophe­ſ [...]e that reſpected Goſpel times, concerning the way of Chriſts Communications of the Benefits of his Death and Sufferings, in Iſa. 52.15.  [...] So ſhall he ſprinkle ma­ny Nations. Doubtleſs this Propheſie, or Promiſe by way o [...] Propheſie reſpects the Goſpel-times, [Page] becauſe it mentioneth many Nations; for till Chriſt's coming, and till his Death, that Na [...]ion only was the only viſible Church of G d. If any will limit this to the Internal Sprink­ling  [...]i [...]h the Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt: They muſt grant, that Chriſts Baptiſm is by way of ſp [...]nkling; and that is enough to warrant the Sign and External Baptiſm to be ſo admini­ſtred. If any will exclude Baptiſm to be included in the Text, they muſt make it no means of the ſe [...]ting for [...]h of the Death of Chriſt, and his Sufferings, or elſe no means of the convey­ance of the benefits of it.
3. If They l [...]mit it to the Inward Baptiſm, They m [...]ſt make Nati [...]ns, and many nations the ſubjects of the Inward Baptiſm which will diſcover all ſuch of a more larger heart than they have been, if they ſo do. To allow many nations the Inter [...]l Baptiſm, but allow few the external Baptiſm: But for the Interpretation of this text Chriſts own words in Matth. 28.19, 20. is enough. But here is certain warrant that John ought to Baptize by ſprinkling water upon them, How elſe ſhould this Propheſie be fulfilled with reſpect to the means ſetting forth the death of Chriſt, and his way of communicating the benefits thereof. The Apoſtle doth argue the neceſſity of the Scripture propheſie being fulfilled that reſpected Judas, Acts. 1. and was there not as great a neceſſity of the fulfilling of this that reſpected all Nations, and Chriſts Adminiſtrations?
3. It may be further argued and proved by John the Baptiſts Intending and Chriſts pouring upon, and ſprinkling with, by this word Baptize. It is proved from expreſs Script [...]re that he did in­tend ſprinkling, or pouring upon by that word, when he propheſied of Chriſt Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, and until any either learned or unlearned, can prove by Scripture, that he intended Dipping by the ſame words, when he ſpake of his Baptizing with water, the acceptation of the word according to the ſign, and the thing ſignified, muſt be of one and the ſame ſignification to all that will not gainſay expreſs Scripture.
4. It may be proved alſo, that John did Baptize by ſprinkling or pouring water upon them; In that the vulgar, even the multitude did underſtand his meaning and intention, when he expreſſed Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, and intended ſprinkling by the ſame word, at the ſame time, that he expreſſed his Baptizing with water by: And this without the leaſt explana­tion of, or diſcovery of any different ſignification or acceptation. I Indeed Baptize you with wa­ter: but he ſhall Baptize you with the holy Ghoſt, and with fire, Here is not the leaſt Intimation of the leaſt difference in the ſignification of the word  [...] and he intended pouring upon, and ſprinkling with reſpect to Chriſts way of Baptizing, and this the vulgar underſtood it and d [...]d bear witneſs afterwards that he ſpake truth of Chriſt in this as well as in all other things, John 10.40, 41, 42. Now they could never have born witneſs to the tru [...]h of what he ſpake of Chriſt, had they not underſtood what was ſpoken; and they underſtood it though in a ſtate of Ignorance and unbelief, for they believed afterwards, John 10.41, 42. Now it was altogether Impoſſible that the people ſhould have underſtood what John did intend by the word Baptize, when ſpoken of Chriſt Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, without the leaſt explanation or unfold­ing if in caſe he ſhould have Baptized any other way, or the word have ſignified any other way of Baptizing them, what it ſignified with reſpect to Chriſts in Johns intentions. If any object and ſay the word have a two fold acceptation, I Anſwer, That it hath ſuch a contrary acceptation in any one text in the New Teſtament, Let they that ſay it, Prove it by Scripture: Or elſe let them account what they ſay herein, without warrant from Scripture and what they believe herein, to be but an opinion, Dogma, but not fides, a divine faith having no divine warrant, till they can ſhew their warrant, that thus it is written, and therefore thus they believe; and if they could ſhew, that the word has another acceptation in the new Teſtament, will that prove, that it hath a twofold acceptation, the one contrary to the other, when it is taken to expreſs the ſign, and the thing ſignified? If it can, it will be well for them that be of this mind to clear theſe things to the world. And Thirdly If it ſhould have ſuch a two fold acceptation, as ſome would have it, as to ſignifie Dipping or plunging, and pouring upon, or ſprinkling, with reſpect to this text, Matth. 3.11. and as to Johns Baptiſm and Chriſts, then it muſt overturn the truth of the pro­miſe made to the fathers. Rom. 15.8. For then children and all Infirm perſons muſt be exclud­ed baptiſm, and it muſt contradict the end of Johns coming in excluding part and the greateſt part of the ſubjects of his Miniſtr [...]; Mala. 4.6. Luke 1.17. and make Johns preaching of it to all the people of Iſrael to be without warrant, becauſe all could not partake of it, Acts 13.24. and it muſt make all the Inſtitutions of God by Moſes, to be all Impertinent, and inſignificant, and inſufficient, and have Deſtroyed the conſtitution of the church of the Jews, and made [Page] them no members that were members and it muſt make Johns exhortation, backed with the greatest promiſes, and dreadfullest threatnings, to be limited only to the strong, and firm and b [...]ld of the Adult, and all the reſt muſt be no trees of the field and neither chaff, nor wheat, and to go neither to heaven nor hell, and Chriſts fan not to extend to them, nor they to be any ſin­ners if they did never come to him, con [...]rary to Acts 3.23.
5. It may be proved that John did Baptize with water, by pouring up [...]n, or ſprinkling; In that that was the Manner in which the Lord did Baptize, by the cloud, under the Miniſtry of Moſes, in the r [...]d ſea, 1 Cor. 10.2, All our fathers were Baptized unto M [...]ſes in the cloud, and in the ſea. Or by the cloud in the ſea, as the words ſhould be tranſlated according to the Greek text. If what was done by the cloud was, or is by pouring upon or ſprinkling with, then this Baptizing was by ſprinkling 2. If the Baptized were upon dry ground, when they were Baptized, then their  [...] p [...]zing was by ſprinkling. But that they were, Heb. 11.29. 3. If it was a baptizing of the w [...]le h [...]ſt together, then it was by ſprinkling; But that it was of all our fathers. 4. If it was done in a ſhort ſpace of time, then it was done by ſprinkling, but that it was in one night. 5. If their Baptizing was while they were in Motion and paſſed through the Sea it was by ſprinkling; but that it was, Heb. 11.29. 6. If the Red Sea was reſtrained in its motion, then it was by ſprinkling; But that it was; for it was corgealed, and ſtood up like a wall. 7. If it was by one Baptizer, it was by ſprinkling, for it was to Moſes, or under the conduct of Moſes, 1 Cor. 10.2. If any object, that this was an extraordinary Baptizing, I Anſwer, I do not deny it: But doth that make the manner of it unlawf [...]l; Or the word expreſſing of it to have another ſignification? If that of the extra­ordinarineſs of it will render it not uſeful in this caſe, Why does the holy Ghoſt here make uſe of it, to ſtir up the Corinthians to taking heed that they do not periſh under the Means of grace by their unworthy walking, and unfruitfulneſs? Was not Johns Baptiſm, and the Baptiſm of the Apostles recorded in the New Teſtament, extraordinary in this reſpect, that they were extraor­dinary Immediate officers as well as Moſes. And had Chriſt Corporeally preſent with them, and owning of it? John 3.22, 23, 24. If the Extraordinarineſs of the things in the New Testament, muſt make them be laid aſide, what of that, which is recorded there, muſt be left? Was not Philips miſſion to the Eunuch, and what he did and the effect of it, all extraordinary? Acts 8.32, to 39. Beſides, the queſtion in hand is not whether it was ordinary or extraordinary for kind; But the Manner how it was done: This being Gods way; And John being ſent from God Imme­diately to Baptize with water, and giving no command for any other way of the performance of the ſame ordinance; It is ſuff cient ground of faith, and Scripture proof, that John performed the ſame ordinance, expreſſed by the ſame word  [...], in the ſame way and manner in the Application of water to them by pouring it upon them, or ſprinkling them with it, and not by Dipping or plunging them in it, The ſame power that ſprinkled them in 1 Cor. 10.2. could have dipped them: But God choſe ſprinkling, John could not dip thoſe that he could ſprinkle. And in this the condeſcention of God Almighty does appear to us 6. It may be proved from the nature of the ordinance, which is an outward and viſible ſ [...]gn, 1 Peter. 3.21. That Baptiſm that is ſaving is, by which I humbly con [...]eive we be to underſtand that Baptiſm that is of Gods appointing, and not mans. And that which Gods bleſſing doth accompany to all whom he pleaſes: Of which kind Johns baptiſm certainly was, In that it was from heaven, Matth. 21.25. and in that they were ſuch ſinners that rej [...]ct [...]d it, Luke 7.30. Matth. 21.32. The words of the Phariſees, and alſo of John Baptiſt in his anſwer to them, ſeem to carry this in the end and deſign of them, to ſhew, that Baptiſm external was a ſign, John. 1.24, to 33. And if any will deny it to be a ſign of the Internal Baptiſm, They may call it their own, and do it or perform it which way they pleaſe, and make the moſt of the ſucceſs. A ſign was proper to Johns Miniſtry being A prophet H ſea 12.10.
7. It may be Argued, That it was done by ſprinkling, In that it was Impoſſible for any one ſingle perſon, or any with him to do it by Dipping or applying the perſon to the water, and make but one Baptiſm of the perſon. 8. It may be Argued from the adjuncts of this performance, the mul [...]tude of ſpectators of all ſorts, and the circumstances of time and place. The time being ſhort for Johns perf [...]mance of it, and the place in the wilderneſs, or near it. And the time it was Im­poſſible it ſhould be pe [...]fo [...]med in, They that were Baptized were ſo many, and the place at ſuch a diſtance from places of ſuccour. And a generation of vipers ſpectators, And for John to take up all ſorts of perſ [...]ns and Dip them into the water, and take them o [...]t again himſelf. And this of all ſexes and ages, whether in their uſual wearing apparel or without it, for the ground for [Page] deveſting we have none: Before the Generation of vipers as ſpectators could not be: But to pour water upon, or to ſprinkle them with water, this will conſiſt with all adjuncts,  [...]d circumſtances of the performance. Beſides no other performance of Baptiſm than this of ſprinkling would con­ſiſt with John's gravity and ſeriouſneſs, being filled with the holy Ghost, nor with hi ſt [...]rity of carriage and converſation, that he came in, not eating and drinking, and affable converſe, as Chriſt did 9. In that John's Baptiſm was a preparing them for Chriſt, and making straight and plain the way of the Lord, Matth. 3.3. Mark. 1.3. Luke 3.3.  [...], to direct, from  [...], rendered by complano, dirigo, John 1.23. It is as the Learned obſerve, coumpounded of  [...] bene &  [...] pro  [...] pono, rectum enim eſt quod bene poſitum eſt, Luke 3.4. Eve­ry Va [...]ley ſhall be filled, and every Mountain and hill ſhall be brought low; this makes Hills and Valleys to become Plains. And the cro [...]ked ſhall be made straight; this re­ſpects the ſtraightneſs of the way: and the rough ways ſhall be made ſmooth; and this is from Iſa. 40.3, 4.  [...] a plain prepared way, as perſons do make by caſting up Earth and Stones to make a High-way, from  [...] to lift up, Iſa. 57.41. So that John's Adminiſtration was in ſuch a manner as did moſt clearly ſet forth the way of Chriſt's Communications clear­ly, that all fleſh might ſee the Salvation of God: and to perform his Baptiſm by ſprinkling, was according to what was promiſed and propheſied of, Iſa. 52.15. Ezek. 36.25. Iſa. 44.3. Joel 2.28. Zech. 12.12. and ſhould John have performed by Dipping, he muſt have eclipſ­ed the way of Chriſt, and not made clearer diſcoveries thereof. If any can make that appear, that dipping a perſ [...]n into Water, is the way to make the way of pouring upon, or ſprinkling with, plaineſt; they that can ſo apprehend, I ſuppoſe, will have little warrant of Scripture to prove it. The Prophets way was to make the Viſions plain; and the Apoſtles way was to uſe great plainneſs of Speech, 2 Cor. 3.12. and to deliver words eaſie to be underſtood, though the matter was weighty. 10. It may be argued and proved by the Subjects of the Adminiſtration, all the Trees of that Field, and all that Generation, Matth. 3.9. Matth. 11.16. all the people of Iſrael, Acts 13.24. or elſe it would not have been the ſin of every Soul that did not hearken, Acts 3.23. Luke 7.30. Fathers and Children, Luke 1.17. the Cir­cumciſion, Rom. 15.8. Now I do know none that do hold theſe capable of dipping, but they were the ſubjects of Baptiſm, as to the tender of it, and their ſin, if they did not come, be­ing Children of the Promiſe, Acts 2.38, 39. therefore it was, and muſt be performed by ſprink­ling, or pouring upon. 11. From the ſilence of the Enemies, the Scribes and Phariſees, and from their giving of it the title of Baptizing, John 1.24, 25. Should John have perform­ed this Baptiſm by dipping, how would they have railed again [...]t it, as one that did do con­trary to Moſes, and all the Jews alſo? See Acts 21.19, 20, 21, 22, 23. They were ready to quarrel againſt every thing, yet they never ſpeak one word againſt his Baptiſm, though up­on other accounts they ſaid he had a Devil; yet they call this his performance and adminiſtra­tion, Baptizing, John 1.25. which ſhews it was performed the ſame way that they perform­ed their Baptizings in, and that was by ſprinkling; and this by the expreſs command of God, and they had ſinned againſt the very letter of the Law if they had not, Numb. 19. Luke 11.38, 39. Mark 7.4, 8. Paul argued his inoffenſiveneſs to them, and the groundleſſneſs of their hatred againſt him in that he did ſay none other things than Moſes in the Law did ſay ſhould come, and the Prophets too, Acts 26.22. They would have had ground for their accuſa­tion if John ſhould have turned ſprinkling into dipping, when the Prophets had foretold the contrary; and Moſes did contrary. 12. In that pouring upon, or ſprinkling of the perſon with Water in Scripture, and application of Water to the perſon, is expreſſed by the ſame word  [...], that John expreſſed his Baptiſm with 1 Cor. 10.2. the application of Water to the perſons of all the Viſible Church of God; and this is intimated to be the ſame with the Corinthians Baptiſm, and all expreſſed by the ſame word; ſo Mark 7.4, 8. Luke 11.38. John 3.3, 5. And Peter expreſſed p [...]uring a po [...], or falling u [...]on by the ſame word, Acts 11.15, 16, 17. and Paul, in Acts 19.3, 4. and ſo alſo our Lord Jeſus, Acts 1.5. 13. In that the Holy Ghoſt uſeth another word to expreſ [...]  [...]tio [...]ing by in  [...]he New Teſtament, John 13.26. Rev. 19.13. Luke 16.24. Mark 14.20. that is ſet f [...]h by  [...] not  [...]. 14. In that our Lord Jeſus doth ſet forth John's Baptiſm to be from Heaven, Matth. 21.25, 26. and if from Heaven, then it muſt be a ſ [...]gn, type, and figu [...], 1 P [...]t. 3.21. and then no c [...]ntra­dictory to what was foretold by the Prophets, and then, not of John's own deviſing; and [Page] then  [...] there  [...]s no [...]hing ſaid of  [...] new way of Adminiſtration by dipping, then there is none to be  [...]ved, no [...] was there any n [...]w way of Adminiſtration, becauſe there is nothing ſaid of  [...] 14. If from He [...]v [...]n, then it was not in a way of Confuſion wit [...] the reſt of Di­v [...] app [...]men [...]s, nor c [...]y to  [...]he m [...]nner of Chriſt's adminiſtration of the thing ſignifi­ed.  [...] it may  [...]e furth [...] argued from the Holy Ghoſt's making uſe of the Noun from this Verb  [...], to ſ [...]  [...]rth all the Cermonial Purifications by, which were all performed by ſprinkling, Heb.  [...]. [...].  [...], the Noun that John's Baptiſm is expreſſed be; which clearly ſhews, that the holy Ghoſt does intend ſprinkling b [...] it; in that their ſprinklings are ſo ſtiled,  [...]ve [...]s Baptiſms, as the word ſhould be rendered,  [...]hn 3.23, 24, 25. 16. It may be further argued and proved, That John's Baptiſm, and the Apoſtles Baptiſm with Water was p [...]fo [...]med b [...] ſprinkling or p [...]uring up [...]n. In that it is ſet forth by all the various Titles, and ex­preſſions that their Purifications by ſprinkling were ſtiled and ſet forth by in ſcripture, and the thing ſignified by it alſo. As First, To purifie, and purification, and purifying, John 3.25, 26. John 2.5, 6. Acts 15.9. James 4.8. Heb. 9.13, 14. Titus 2.14. 2. To purge, Pſalm 51.6, 7. Heb. 9.14, 22. 2 Tim. 2.21. Matth. 3.12. Luke 3.17. Heb. 1.3. John 15.2. Ezek. 43.26. 3. To waſh, Pſalm 51.7. Rev. 1.5, 6. 1 Cor. 6.10, 11. Heb. 10.22. Ezek. 16.9. Eph. 5.25, 26. Titus 3.5, 6. Acts 22.16. 4. To cleanſe, Ezek. 36.25, 26, 27. 1 John 1.7, 9. Eph. 5.26. James 4.8. 5. To make clean, Mark 7.4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Matth. 15.2, 19, 20. Luke 11.38, 39, 4 [...]. Matth. 23.25, 26. 6. To ſprinkle, Iſa. 52.15. Ezek. 36.25. Heb. 10.22. 1 Pet. 1.2. Pſalm 51.7. what was done with Hyſſop was by ſprinkling, Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 20, to 23. Joel 2.28. where there is the ſame word  [...] as is uſed in Ezek. 36.25. though it be rendered Pouring out, Lev. 21.10. 7. To Sanctifie, Eph. 5.25, 26. 1 Cor. 6.10, 11, 12. 2 Theſ. 2.13. 1 Pet. 1.2. Rom. 15.16. 8. To pour upon, or to pour out, Acts 10.44. Iſa. 44.3. Acts 2.16, 17, 33. Zech. 12.1 [...]. Joel 2.28, 29. 9. Sometimes ſhedding upon, which is the ſame with pouring upon, Acts 2.16, 17, 33. Titus 3.5, 6. 10. Sometimes to fall upon, Acts 10.44. Acts 11.15. Acts 2.3, 4, 5. It ſat upon each of them. It is expreſſed and ſet forth by Receiving as well as Pouring upon or Sprinkling, Acts 10.47. Which have received the holy Ghost as well as we. The ſame Title is given to it, Acts 19.26. and Acts 8.15, 17. And by the laying on of hands upon them as means, and not putting them in the hands; ſo alſo the Children received the bleſſing, Mark 10.13, 14. and that which is called Baptizing is called the holy Ghoſt, being given to them, Acts 11.15, 16, 17. Acts 15.7, 8. and being granted to them, Acts 11.18. and it is cal­led, a being filled with the holy Ghoſt, and not our filling the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 2 4. Acts 9.18. The receiving the remiſſion of ſins, and the gift of the holy Ghost, Acts 2.38. and the giving repen­tance and remiſſion of ſins, and a waſhing away of ſins, Acts 22.16. Acts 11.17, 18. and it is expreſſed by Chriſts breathing upon them, and ſaid, Receive ye the holy Ghost: Compare that Text, John 20.22. with John 3.3, 5, 8. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and the firſt breath­ing of life into our Noſtrils, Gen. 2.7. and with the way of the typical Reſurrection of the whole Church of God, Ezek. 37.3, 4, 5, 6. The Spirit of Life entred into them, and fleſh and skin came up [...]n them, Eph. 2.1. You hath he quickened, Rev. 11.11. The Spir [...]t of Li [...]  [...]ed into them: and though it be thu [...] clear, that is is applyed to us, and not we to tha [...]  [...] the ſame thing is rendered by  [...], Titus 3.5, 6: So Rev. 1.5, 6.  [...] ſo  [...] Cor. 6.11. But ye are waſhed,  [...], where the ſame thing is intended, as when it is called Baptizing, Purifying, or Sprinkling Acts 11.15, 16, 17, 18. Acts 15.8, 9. Heb. 10 22. 1 Pet. 1.2. Ezek. 36 25. So John 17.17. Eph. 5.2 [...]. Sanctifie them through thy truth: While Peter ſpake the holy Ghost fell on them; and this is called Baptizing, Acts 11.15, 16, 17. That he might ſanctifie and cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the Word,  [...], and the ſame thing is called, being ſaved, 1 Pet. 3.21. Titus 3.4, 5, 6. 2 Tim. 1.9. and alſo, a being in Chriſt, and being a new Creature, and being born again, John 3.3, 5, 8. 2 Cor. 5.17. and it is called, a putting the fear in the heart, and writing the Law in the Inward Parts, Jer. 32.4 [...]. Heb. 8. and putting the Spirit within him, or the Spirits being put in them, Iſa. 59. ult. To ſprinkle, or put upon, or pour upon, ſignifie one and the ſame, Lev 21.10. and putting Duſt upon the Head, and ſprinkling Duſt upon the Head, are all one; and heaping the Duſt of the Earth upon the Head of the Poor; it ſigni­fieth a being buried, or in all one condition with the dead, Job. 2.12. Job. 42.6. Amos 2.7. Ezek. 27.30. Revel. 18.19.
[Page]
Beſides many are againſt Infant Baptiſm, becauſe they ſay they muſt not put a ſeal to a blank. But by this they muſt grant that the way of Baptizing is by applying water to the perſon, and not by putting the perſon into water; For who did ever put the ſubject to be ſealed to the ſeal? But the ſeal is allways put to the ſubject to be ſealed. John. 3.33. He hath ſet to his ſeal that God is true. This proveth that the ſeal is to be ſet to the ſubject ſealed and if it be to be performed by dipping the perſon into water, then the perſon muſt be the ſeal, and the water the blank, If it be but little, on the ſubject ſealed, and the perſon the ſeal, or elſe there muſt be neither ſeal, nor ſealed, nor an officer ſealing, nor the Act of ſealing, in it, If Baptiſm with water be to be performed by dipping.
A ſerious enquiry into, and a certain produceing of, clear Scripture proof, of the right ſignification, and conſtant acceptation of the word  [...] in the New Testament only: And not how it is taken or uſed by humane authors in Lexicons or Dictionaries, and the acceptation of it in them.
The clear diſcovery and underſtanding, how this word  [...], which ſignifieth to Bap­tize, is uſed in the New Testament by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and John Baptiſt, and all the Diſci­  [...]les of Chriſt in the Primitive times, and the conſtant acceptation it had with them, and the ſigni­  [...]cation it carried in it, to all ſucceeding generations, as expreſſed by them, and left upon re­cord in holy writ. I humbly conceive may have a great tendency to, and conduce much to the ſettle­ment of the conſciences of thoſe that truly fear God, and that are willing to be ruled by Gods word; That they may not be left under any heſitation, and doubt of mind when they are beſet with the ſoreſt onſets of the cunningest adverſaries. As to their right to, and regular admiſſion into the viſible church, and participation of the outward ſign, and their right ſeeking and begging for the In­ward benefit thereof, for them and theirs, like David of Old, Pſalm. 51.6, 7. And alſo may conduce much to the promoting and ſettling of true peace among true Chriſtians that real­ly ſubject to the word of God, And to the rendering of all them that deſign faction and opini­on upon any hand, the more inexcuſable, and the leſs prevalent, in their deſigns to ſnare ſouls, if they will not be reclaimed, nor ſilenced. Therefore I ſhall by Gods aſſiſtance endeavour to ſearch into the word of God, and produce proof how this word was taken to ſignifie by John the Baptiſt who was Chriſts Immediate fore-runner? 2. How our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did take it to ſignifie and what he did intend by his uſe of it? 3. How the Apoſtle Peter did under­ſtand it, and what he did intend by it, in his uſe of it in Scripture? 4. How Matth. Mark, Luke and John, that were the four Evangeliſts and Pen-men of the Goſpels, did underſtand it, and what they do intend by it? 8. How the Apoſtle James did underſtand it? 9. How The Apoſtle Paul did underſtand it, who was the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and what he did intend by it? 10. How all the believing Jews did underſtand it? 11. How all the believing Gentiles did underſtand it? 12. How all the ſcribes and Phariſees, and all the unbelieving Jews, and Goſpel deſpiſers did underſtand it, and what they did intend by it in their uſe of it? Whenſoever it is uſed in the New Teſtament it is uſed to ſet forth either the Internal or External Baptiſm; or elſe the Religious ceremonial waſhings of the Jews; and they taken as appointed of God ſignified as much as our external Baptiſm. For every one that was unclean, or defiled, was not to come into the Sanctuary or Tabernacle nor to touch the holy things nor, was he to have any remiſſion without purifying, Numbers 19. Heb. 9.19, 20, 21, 22. The like to which our ſaviour de­clared againſt the deſpiſing of Baptiſm when it might be had, and the neceſſity of the acceptation and uſe of it, Luke. 7.29, 30. John 3.3, 5, 8.

Certain truths of Scripture, that are to be regarded as rules. In the Enquiry into the true ſignifi­cation, and conſtant acceptation of the Greek word  [...] by keeping to which, the General, and alſo ſpecial ſcope, and agreement of the contexts, and Analogy of Scripture may not be departed from; In the enquiry about this word,
Firſt, ſuch a ſignification of this word cannot or ought not to be taken, or received in the New Teſtament; as will not conſiſt with the external ordinance, to be an Outward and viſible ſign of the Inward and ſpiritual grace thereby ſignified, repreſented, and typified out, to all that by faith receive it, or by unbelief reject it If the ordinance as to the manner of its Adminiſtration is not a ſign, the nature of it is deſtroyed, 1 Peter 3.21.  [...]. 2. No ſuch ſignifica­tion can or ought to be taken of this word in the New Teſtament As would force John the Bap­tiſt to mean two contrary things by the ſame word, at the ſame time, to the ſame people, a­bout [Page] the two parts that conſtitute one and the ſame ordinance, and when one was to be the ſign and repreſentation of the other and he Intend and deſign to ſet forth by his expreſſing him­ſelf by the ſame word, the external part, to be a ſign of the Internal grace; He being a prophet and ſpeaking by the ſpirit of Propheſie, Matth. 3.11. Acts. 1.5. 1 Peter. 3.21. 3. No ſuch ſignification can be taken of this w rd in the New Teſtament, as will not agree with the ac­compliſh [...]nt of the Scripture P [...]opheſies concerning Goſpel times, Iſa. 52.15. Pſa. 44.3. Joel 2.28. Acts 2.2, 3.4, 5, 16, 17. Acts 1 [...].44. Acts 11.15.16. 4. No ſuch acceptation or ſignification can be had from the New Teſtament of this word: that will no [...] agree wi [...]h the ac­compliſhment of the great G [...]ſpel promiſe to be accompliſhed eſpecially in Goſpel times, Ezek 36.25. Which is to ſprinkle clean water upon his people, and to cleanſe them from all their filthineſs, 1 John 1.7. 5. N [...] ſuch ſignification can be taken of it according to Scripture, and the mind of God in the New Teſtament as will not agree with the Gl [...]rious title given to the blood of Chriſt, that ſets forth the Manner of the application of it, by the holy ſpirit to poor ſinners, Heb. 1 [...].24. It is called the blood of ſprinkling 6. No ſuch ſignifica [...]ion can be taken of this word in the New Teſtament, as wi [...]l not agree with the expreſs words of Scripture, ſetting forth the ſame work of grace upon the ſouls of poor ſinners, that is ſometimes called baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, Acts. 1.5. Matth. 3.11. Acts 11.15, 16, 18, At other tim [...]s calling it ſprink­ling with the blood of Jeſus Christ, 1 Peter. 1.2. and having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſci­ence, Heb. 10.22. Which he ſhed on u [...] abundantly, Titus. 3.5.6. Acts 2.15, 16, 33. 7. No ſuch ſignification can be had from Scripture of this word, as would render that part of the Miniſte­rial work and office, an act Impoſſible for any one conſtituted officer, of a compe [...]ent meaſure of the ſtrength of an ordinary man, and of that ſtature, and proportion; to perform to all ſorts, ſexes, ages and conditions of men, perſon by perſon, or one after another. 8. No ſuch ſignifi­cation of this word can be had from the New Teſtament, as will not agree with the ſpeedineſs, pertinency and ſuitableneſs of the queſtions and anſwers, made, and returned, by this word in Scrip­ture, concerning the various things about which it is uſed, to ſet forth and ſignifie the things they diſcourſed of. Or no ſuch interpretation as would render John Baptiſt, and our Saviour, and all his Diſciples more Imperfect in their underſtandings than many pretend to be Now. 9. No ſuch ſignification or acceptation can be had from the New Testament by any whatſoever, as would force the holy Ghoſt to intend that by this word, in the New Testament, when it is uſed to expreſs, and ſet forth external Baptiſm with water; That it ſhould have that ſignification, that the holy Ghoſt does always expreſs another word in the New Teſtament by, John 13.26. Dipping is always expreſſed by the ſpirit of God by another word in the New Testament, but never by  [...]. But the ſame thing that is ſometimes rendered by  [...] is at other times ren­dered by  [...], or  [...], which do properly ſignifie ſprinkling 1 Peter. 1.2. Heb. 17.22. Heb. 12.24. Acts 1.5. Acts 11.15, 16, 18. Dipping is expreſſed by  [...], John. 13.26. Luke 16.24. Revel. 19.13. 10. No ſuch ſignifica [...]ion or acceptation can be had from the New Teſtament of this word, as will not agree with the ſynonymous terms and words whereby the holy ſpirit of God does ſ [...]t forth and expreſs the ſame thing; tha [...] at other times he calls Bap­tizing, as purifying, Acts 15.9. cleanſing, 1 John. 1.7. purging, Heb. 9 13, 14. Pouring upon or ſhedding upon, Titus. 3.5.6. &c. 11. No ſuch acceptation of this word can be had from the New Teſtament as will admit of divers ways and Manners of the publick performance of this great ordinance of Baptiſm that is ſuch an expreſs inſtituted Goſpel duty, Matth 28.19. John. 1.25, to 34. and as would make the ſame word to have two contrary ſ gnifications about the way of the adminiſtration of one and the ſame external ſign of Baptiſm with water, 1 Cor. 10.2. compared with Matth. 3 11. Eph. 4, 5, 12. No ſuch acceptation or ſignification of this word can be had from the New Testament as will admit of Boaſting to any fleſh. 1 Cor. 1.29. For that is wholly excluded from all  [...]eſh, both of Jew and Gentile, by the Goſpel, Rom. 4. Rom. 3.27. 13. Not ſuch a ſignification of this word can be had from the New Teſtament as would render the Inſtitutions of God by Moſes then in force Inſignificant and Inſufficient For they are all exp [...]eſſed by a noun whereby Johns baptiſm and Chriſts baptiſm are expreſſed by, Heb. 9.10,  [...] compared with Matth. 3.7. Matth. 20.22. 14 No ſuch acceptation as makes God to prefer ſacrifice before mercy. 15. Not ſuch an acceptation, as would make Johns way of Baptizing with water to be clean con [...]rary to Chriſts way of Bap­tizing with the holy Ghost, and with fire, Matth. 3.11. Acts 1 5. Acts 2.3, 4, 5, 16, 17.33 Acts 11.15, 16, 17, 18. 16. Not ſuch an acceptation or ſignification as muſt force John to do [Page] what he did in his adminiſtration of Baptiſm, or, at leaſt, be ſuppoſed to have d [...] e it with a miraculous ſtrength, when the Holy Ghoſt does witneſs expreſly, that John did no  [...]ir [...]cle, John 10.41, 42. 17. No ſu [...]h ſignification or accepta [...]ion can be had from the New Teſta­ment of this word, that will render John Baptist's meani [...] a [...]d  [...]  [...]ion  [...] thi [...] wor [...], with reſpect to Chriſt's baptizing of them with the holy Ghost unintelligib [...]e to  [...] vul [...], or gene­r [...]lity, even in the ſtate of their Ignorance and Unbelief, without the le [...]ſt Expla [...]tion of it to them, as differing from his manner of baptizing them with Water: C [...]p  [...]e Matth. 3.11. with John 10.41, 42. where the Holy Ghoſt does teſtifie, that the People do bear J [...]hn  [...]reſs, that all that John ſpake of Chriſt was true; and this was a gr [...]und of Faith to them: Now they could never have born witneſs to what John had ſaid of Chriſt, if they had not under­ſtood his meaning by his words, Matth. 3.11. 18. No ſuch acceptation of this word can be had from the New Teſtament, as would render the way of John's adminiſtration of this Sol [...]mn Ordinance a publick ſcorn, as not being comely, and of good Report, nor ſhunning  [...]ll appearance of evil. 19. No ſuch ſignification of the word can be had from the New Testament of this word, that ſhall overturn this Ordinance, not only from being a Sign but a Seal alſo; and make the m [...]n [...]er of the performance of it, to be clean contrary to the way of Sealing mentioned in the word of God, which is by applying or putting the Seal to the Subject ſealed, or to be ſealed and not by putting the ſubject to be ſealed to the Seal, John 3.32, 33. Hath ſet to his Seal, that God is true. If this Ordinance were to be performed by dipping, the ſubject to be ſealed muſt be put to the Seal, or in the Seal; or elſe they muſt make the perſon to be baptized to be the Seal, and the Water that he is dipt into muſt be the ſubject ſealed. 20. No ſignification or acceptation of this word can be had from the New Teſtament, but what will render the ſubject baptized, wholly p [...]ſſive, from firſt to laſt, in the adminiſtration, or acceptation, or reception of the External Sign, and as paſſive as in the reception of the Inward Grace ſignified by it: It is always rendered in the Paſſive Voice, with reſpect to the ſubject receiving of it. 21. No ſuch acceptation or ſignification can be had from the New Teſtament of this word, as ſhould diſcharge any Soul in Iſrael from being under the authority of Chriſt, and from being guilty of grievous ſin in its refuſal, rejection, or neglecting of being baptized by John, when he was ſent to them, Luke 7.30. Acts 3.23. or any Soul where the Goſpels comes, Mark 16.15, 16. Matth. 28.19. If it were taken to ſignifie dipping in the New Teſtament, then all they muſt be diſcharged from Chriſt's Authority, or being under any guilt, whoſe condition natural did not admit of being dipt in Jordan, whether Infant or Adult: and if they were uncapable of being bap­tized, they muſt be diſcharged from being bound to hearken, Acts 13.24. 22. No ſuch ac­ceptation can be had from the New Teſtament of this word, as would make Chriſt to indulge the Phariſees in their alteration of the expreſs Inſtitutions of God by Moſes from ſ [...]rinkling to dipping, and yet Chriſt juſtifies them all the while, and calls them Purifying L [...]ke 11.38, 39, 40. Mark 7.1, 2.4.8. or that would make John or Chriſt to imitate the Phariſees, or the Phariſees to imitate Chriſt; for theſe were as contrary as light to darkneſ [...], and dar [...]neſs to light. 23. No ſuch acceptation can be had of it, as would make the Holy Spirit of Truth to contradict himſelf, who is always one and the ſame, Yea and Amen. Compare Ma [...]th. 3.11. with 1 Cor. 10.2. 1 Pet. 1.2. Heb. 10.22. Titus 3.5, 6. 24. No ſuch acceptation ought to be taken from the New Teſtament, as would overturn the Conſtitution of the Church of the Jews, and exclude them from being Members that were then Children of the Kingdom by God's immediate command, Gen. 17. Deut. 29.10, 11, 12. and had then God for th [...]ir God, and were ſo owned by God, in that John and the Diſciples and Chriſt himſelf ſent to them firſt of all. 25. No ſuch ſignification can, or ought to be had from the New Teſtament of this word, as would deprive any of their Priviledges, as Childr [...]n of Abraham,  [...]nd make them all one with the Samaritans, Matth. 3.9. 26. No other acceptation can, or  [...]ught to be had from the New Testament of this word, than what will agree with the Subj [...]cts of John's Preaching the Doctrine of  [...]he Baptiſm of Repentance to, which was, to all the  [...]ople of Iſrael, Acts 13.24. 27. No other acceptation of this word can be had from t [...] New Testament, than what will agree with the ſubje [...]  [...]f John's Exhortation to them t [...]a [...] he then b [...]ptized, which was, Every Tree that was to bring fo [...]th good Fruit, and every Tree that ſho [...]  [...]ing forth evil Fruit; all that were Ch [...]ff or Wheat in that Floor and all that ſh [...]ld b [...] gat [...]er [...]d into the Garner as Wheat; or blown awa [...], and burnt u [...], as Ch [...]ff, with unque [...]n [...]ble  [...]  [...]3.1 [...]. [...]8. No other ſignification can be had of this word f [...]om J [...]  [...] Bap [...]' [...] acc [...]p [...]tion of [Page] it th [...] wh [...] w [...]uld agree with the Subj [...]cts or Objects of Chriſt's Fan, or the objects of his pu [...]lick Miniſt [...]y, which was the Circumciſion; and they were Infants  [...] eight days old, as well at any others, Rom. 1 [...].8. M [...]th. 3.12. 2 [...]. No other ſignification c [...]  [...]e  [...]ad from it, than what will agree with the expreſ [...] dec [...]ared ſubjects of John's Miniſtry, w [...]h were Pa [...]ents and Children, Mal. 4.6. Luk [...] 1.17. 30. No other ſignification can be  [...] of it from Scrip­ture than what will agree with t [...]e  [...]ruth of God, in his Covenant made  [...] Abraham and his Seed, R [...]m. 15.8. by which it did belong to them, to have all the exte [...] means, by which the good of the Promiſe and Covenant  [...]as h ld f [...]rth and conveyed,  [...] Rom. 9.4, 5. Gen. 18.18, 19. 31. No other  [...]nification or acceptation can be had  [...] New Teſta­ment,  [...]ut what will agree with e [...]ry Soul in Iſrael, having God f r th [...]  [...] vertue of his taking them into Covenant, Deut. 29.1 [...], 11, 12, 13 to 16, 17. 32.  [...]  [...]gnificati­on or acceptation can be had of this word then what will conſiſt with the  [...]enders of grace made by the Apoſtles to that people, Acts 2.38, 39. For if the promiſe had not belonged to them, and alſo if it had not been the duty of a [...]l of them to be baptized, how could that great Apoſtle Peter at that time be a true, and faithful Witneſs from God to them, 33. No other ſignification of this word can be had from the New Teſtament than what Will conſiſt with the dreadful condemnations and theatnings of the New Teſtament againſt all and every Soul that did flight, neglect or reject Baptiſm. See Luke 7.30. Acts 3.23. John. 3.3, 5. Chriſts expreſs words to Nicodemus the Phariſee that was one of that conclave that rejected Baptiſm. Matth. 21.32. Acts 2.40, 41. They are condemned as an untoward Generation.
Fi ſt Let us Enquire How John the Baptiſt did underſtand this word  [...], And what he did intend by it in his uſe of it, in Expreſſing his own Baptiſm with water, and Chriſts Baptiſm with the holy, Ghoſt by it? That John the Baptiſt did underſtand and intend, pouring upon or ſprinkling with in Matth. 3.11. when he ſpake of Chriſts Baptiſm, and told the peo­ple that Chriſt ſhould baptize them with the holy Ghoſt, and with fire, have been proved, and may be again eaſily evidenced by Johns being a prophet, and ſpeaking as a prophet; and from his ſeeing the way and manner in which Chriſt was to do it, when he ſpake of it, John. 1 [...].41. And by the evidence the people did bear of John with reſpect to the truth of his Teſtimony, that he, did bear of Chriſt, in all things that he ſpake of Chriſt, and the ground of faith that this was to the people to believe in Chriſt, John 10.40, 41, 42. And alſo from Johns own words in Matth. 3.11. and with fire, which reſpects the very time of the holy Ghoſts fall­ing upon them, in Acts 2.3, 4, 5. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. And alſo his being acted by the ſame ſpirit of the Prophets, but a greater meaſure, than they had of the ſame ſpirit; and the com­mendation that Chriſt gives to John, all this ſheweth that John did intend the ſame way of performance in which it was done by the Lord Jeſus, which was by pouring upon, or ſprink­ling with, Acts 2.15, 16. And this according to, and for the accompliſhment of what the Pro­phets had foretold that ſo that might be fulfilled, and this is witneſſed to by the expreſs words of the holy Ghoſt in Acts 2.15, 16, 17. And it was foretold ſo to be performed by many of the Prophet, as Iſa. 52.15. Iſa. 44.3. Joel. 2.28, 29. Zech. 12.10. If Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt Was one of the things that John ſpake of Chriſt, and all that he ſpake of him was true, then this of neceſſity muſt be true, and was true, and was intended by the people when they ſpake it of J [...]hn, and bare witneſs to the truth of what John ſpake of Chriſt, in all things, and believed on Chriſt, by vertue of the truth of Johns words, John. 10.40, 41, 42. And for what he intended by his ſaying he Baptized them with water, whether he intended Dipping or Plunging, or pouring upon or ſprinkling, may be eaſily diſcerned; In that The people underſtood what he ſpake, which was Impoſſible for any mortals to have done: If John ſhould have intended ſ [...]rinkling by this word when he ſpake of Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, but he per­formed his own by Dipping in water, an [...] yet expreſſed both by the ſame word, and this wi [...]hout the leaſt explication or diſcovery of any difference in the ſignification of the word. That the peo­ple, and the vulgar of the people, and while in a ſtate of unbelief and Ignorance, and at the firſt time in the place where John at firſt Baptized is all clear from the very expreſſions of the holy Ghoſt in John. 1 [...].4 [...], 41, 42. And this could never have been, had John intended ſprinkling by the ſame word in Chriſts Baptizing, that he expreſſed his baptizing with if he had performed it by dipping and this without the leaſt explication, unleſs any can prove that the vulg [...]r, and common people could underſtand what was in Johns mind without his mani­feſtation of it by his expreſſions. And if any could do this by John, the ſame people could not [Page] underſtand Chriſts meaning when he ſaid he did and would give them his fleſh to eat, John 6. and alſo it may be further diſcovered what he intended as to the manner of his baptizing with water by the word  [...]: By the queſtion propoſed to him by the Meſſengers ſent to him from the Phariſees which were of Jeruſalem, John 1.24. Why Baptizeſt thou then, if thou be not that Chriſt, nor that Prophet, nor Elias. John underſtood the word  [...] to Baptize, in no other ſenſe than what the Phariſees underſtood it in, For he Anſwered them Immediately and Directly by and with the ſame word, verſe 26. John anſwered and ſaid, I Baptize with water, &c. They, both, the Phariſees and John underſtood what was intended and meant by the ſame word without the leaſt explication of it to ſhew any different ſenſe, that it was taken in, upon either hand or part, as appears by their direct, pertinent and ſpee­dy anſwers one to the other. And how the Phariſees and all the Jews underſtood it, and what they intended by it we may know, and underſtand by their Baptizing of their C [...]s and Pots and Beds and Tables, &c. Mark. 7.4, 6, 8. which were thing [...] ſome of them at leaſt, Im­poſſible to be Dipped, or to be baptized by Dipping, eſpecially when it w [...]s but the c [...]t [...]de of theſe that they Baptized, or purified Luke 11, 38, 39, 40. Matth. 25.25, 26. Which may be further diſcovered when we come to ſpeak particularly of their acceptation of the word.
3. John intended no other acceptation of this word Baptizing, nor did perform it in any other manner, than what would conſiſt with h [...]s Baptizing of All Judea, and All the Region round about Jordan, and the multitude, which conſiſted of men, women and children  [...], Matth. 14.21. Matth. 15.36, to 39. Matth. 11.7. 4. John the Baptiſt Intended no other ſignification by this word Baptizing, and performed it in no other manner than what would conſiſt with their priviledges as they were children of Abraham, that they might enjoy their priviledges. For they had and did enjoy them, and partake of Baptiſm by vertue of their being children of Abraham, Why elſe did John diſſwade them from truſting in their priviledges, and being children of Abraham? Matth. 3.9. And ſhould John have denyed them the participation of the Ordinance upon this account the covenant and promiſe of God muſt have been broken and made null and void. And why does the holy Ghoſt ſay long after that it was theirs upon this accoun [...]? Rom. 9.4, 5. 5. John Bap [...]iſt could in­tend no other ſignification by this word than what would conſiſt with the ſubjects of his Miniſtry, and the end of his Miniſtry, which were the fathers and children, and the turning of their hearts one to another, and all to the Lord, Mal. 4.6. Luke 1.17. 6. John could intend no other ſignification by this word Baptizing than what would conſiſt with the Bap­tizing of all that were to bring forth good fruit, or be cut down if they did not, and that were all the trees in that viſible field of that viſible church, or than what would conſiſt with the Baptizing of all that were either chaff or wheat, or that ſhould be purged out or kept in by Chriſt, or t [...]at ſhould be gathered into the Barn or Garner, or be burnt up with un­quenchable fire, Matth. 3.12. It would be ſtrange If any ſhould ſuppoſe that John ſhould deny any the Ordinance of Baptiſm, and the participation of it as means to bring forth fruit, and yet charge them upon the pain of Damnation or Salvation to bring forth fruit. and good fruit. And if his exhortation did extend to none but what were Baptized, then all that were of Iſra­el were baptized or it was their own default and ſin if they were not baptized, and not from Johns denying of it to them. And if all both ſmall and great were baptized, then his Baptiſm muſt be performed in ſuch a manner as that they might partake of it, which muſt be by ſprink­ling, and not by Dipping, and then he muſt intend ſprinkling, and not Dipping by this word  [...] or  [...], when he ſaid he indeed had baptized them with water. 7. John Intended no other manner of baptizing by this word and by his act in performance of what he expreſſed thereby, than what would conſiſt with the ordinary natural ſtrength of one per­ſon, to do and perform to perſons of all ſorts, ſexes and ages, ſtature and Corpulency whatſoever for he did nothing in this Ordinance by a miraculous ſtrength becauſe he did no miracle, John 10.41, 42. And he ſaid he indeed baptized them with water, which he could never do by Dipping or plunging, for whether their wearing apparel were on, or off, it is beyond the Natural ſtrength of any ordinary individual, to Dip all perſons of all ages and ſexes, and ſta­ture into water a d take them out again himſelf, whether it were to be done Diametri­cal or perpendicular. And if their Apparel ſhould be all put off, it muſt be to the ſhame of humane nature. And the baptiſm muſt be of two kinds if any part of the b [...]dy were graſped [Page] or held by the dipper, and the Dipping muſt be contrary to the way of Dipping as diſcovered in Scripture, if that part of the perſon or thing were Dipped in, that was held by the Dipper, and yet be accounted dipp [...]d. It was an act of Great condeſcention in God Almighty that when he could by his Imme [...]iate Power have dipped the whole Hoſt in the red Sea with as great eaſe and freedom as ever he  [...]prinkled them, by the cloud, but by this he condeſcended to our weak­neſs to perform it  [...]  [...]hat manner, that any one of his Officers and Servants were c [...]pable by their nat [...]ral ordina [...]  [...]rength, to baptize any one individual, of whatſoever stature,  [...]eportion, age, ſex, or condition  [...] y were. And if this of ſprinkling had not been the right way of per­formance, the great Law give [...] and Judge would never have given us that Example, 1 Cor. 10.2. 8. John intended no other manner of Baptizing with Water, than what would conſiſt with the Gravity, Holineſs, and Auſterity that he came in, which could never be by taking up Male and Female of all ages, and dipping them in Water, and taking them out again: Nei­ther would it conſiſt with the Modeſty and ſhamefacedneſs of Humane Nature in them that were baptized; nor with the honour, praiſe and comlineſs of ſo Solemn an Ordinance in the ſight of ſo many ſpectators, which he ſtiled, a Generation of Vipers; and therefore he muſt intend, and did intend ſprinkling, or pouring upon by this word, when he ſaid, That he in­deed baptized them with Water. 9. No other ſignification is intended by this word, by J hn, than what will conſiſt with other diſcoveries in Scripture, concerning the acceptation of this word; and if the Holy Ghoſt have diſcovered no other ſignification of it, than pouring upon, ſhedding upon, or ſprinkling with, then there can be no ground of Faith, for any to believe or teach any other, for if it be not ſo written or ſaid by the Holy Ghoſt, there can be no ground for any to believe any other, for there was no other if the Holy Ghoſt ſaid nothing of any other, Heb. 7.14. 10. He could intend no other baptizing by this word, as to the manner of performance of it, than what would conſiſt with the nature of the External Or­dinance, which was, and is ſtill to be a ſign of the Internal Baptiſm by the Holy Ghoſt. For if he did, he muſt be ſuppoſed to intend otherwiſe than what God did intend in the ap­pointment of it, 1 Pet. 3.21. and in  [...]ll the reſemblances whereby it is ſet forth in Scripture, Rom. 6.3, 4. Gal. 3.27. They that can ſuppoſe this, and imagine this of one that Chriſt did commend, no wonder if they imagine all evil of all others of his Servants. 11. John could intend no other bapt zing by this word, than what would conſiſt with the Title given to it by the Jews and John's Diſciples, John 3.22, 23, 24, 25. which could be no other than what Peter intended in Acts 15.7, 8, 9. with Acts 11.15, 16, 17. in both places it is ſtiled Purifying; and one ſpeaks of the Outward, and the other of the Inward Baptiſm; and all their legal Purifyings were by Sprinkling, whether it was by Blood or Water, Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22. Numb. 19. If it had not been performed the ſame way as their Purifying was, the Jews that were envious at Chriſt and John too, would never have given to it that name,  [...]ohn 3.22, 23, 24, 25, 26. compared with John 4.1, 2. If any will ſay, that Baptiſm is not expreſſed, John 3.25, 26. I anſwer, It is intended of that which was the matter in queſtion, that they came to John with, and deſired his Reſolution of, with reſpect to Chriſt; and if that was not about B [...]ptiſm, the word muſt be denyed that expreſſed it. 12. Such a man­ner of baptizing John intended by it, as would conſiſt with clearneſs, perſpicuity, and plain­n [...]ſs of the Goſpel Diſpenſations, that he was ſent to be the firſt publiſher of, and the firſt admini [...]trator of, That all fleſh might ſee the ſalvation of God, Luke 3.6. it is called, Lights coming into the World. John 3.19, 20. And the day ſpring from on high viſiting of them, L [...]ke 1.78. And the day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6.2. And that which made John's Miniſtry in point of clearneſ [...], greater than all the Prophets that were before him; and certainly, this muſt not be by dipping and plunging, to ſet forth and make Repreſentation, and to typifie  [...]ne Chriſt's ſprinkling them with the Holy Ghoſt, or pouring out the Holy Ghoſt upon them. This could n [...]ver be the cleareſt way to repreſent Chriſt's Baptizing; for if John ſhould have in [...]nded dipping, and performed his baptizing with Water by dipping, when he did intend, and muſt intend ſprinkling or pouring upon, by the ſame word, when he foretold Chriſt's ba [...]tizi [...] them with the holy Ghoſt, Matth. 3.11.
Then John's Adminiſtration of Baptiſm muſt be the darkeſt, and moſt eclipſed and oc­cult diſpenſation that ever was in the Church of God, in any age of the World, from the Foundation thereof to that day. And that Firſt, for Author, there being no Author diſco­vered as the appointer of ſuch a Diſpenſation, of dipping perſons into Water of all ages and [Page] ſexes, and taking them out again to baptize them. For though ſuch an adminiſtration be imagined, yet there is no mention made in the leaſt of any Author commanding or in [...]itu­ting of that manner of baptizing. If John had had it commanded him, when the word of God came to him, and if he was ſent to baptize with Water, ſhould we not have heard of it? John 1.25, to 34. Luke 3, 2, 3. He came in the way of Righteouſneſs; and that is, and muſt be by Rule; but not a word of this way of baptizing, as having God for the author. And they that can imagine John to be the author of his own Head, may imagine any thing elſe of John, and of all others of the Prophets of the Lord. 2. As it muſt be the darkeſt for author, ſo alſo, for Scrip [...]ure Warrant and Command, where can any ſay, that dipping is required, and thus it is written, and thus we believe? 1 Cor. 15.2, 3, to 12, 13. all may ſay for ſprink­ling, thus, it is promiſed and propheſied of expreſly; and this is according to the Title gi­ven to the Blood of Chriſt, and in which way it ſpeaks to us, Heb. 12.24. and thus it is written with reſpect to Chriſt's baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 1.5. Acts 2.3, 4, 5, 15, 16, 17.33. and in abun [...]ance of other places the ſame matter is ſo ſet forth, and expreſſed; but where is one Text that any one Soul can bring out of the Old Testament, or New, in Pro­miſe, Propheſie, or Performance, that Baptiſm is called dipping into Water, or ſo ſet forth in Scripture. 3. The darkeſt of all for paſſive Reception, in every thing we be, or are to be Paſſive R [...]ceivers, 1 Cor. 4.7. and in b [...]ing baptized ſpecially, it being always expreſſed in the Paſſive Voice, with reſpect to the perſon receiving of it; but how impoſſible is dipping to be ſo performed, or received, that the perſon baptized ſhould be wholly and univerſally paſſive, and be rendred uncapable of any co action or co-agency, as it is in ſprinkling. or being ſprink­led; I am ſure, ſhould the Eunuch have gone himſelf into the Water, ſo far as he went into the Water, he muſt baptize himſelf, or elſe he muſt be took out again, as to that part, and dipped in afterwards, if his baptiſm had been performed by dipping. 4. The darkeſt of all for adminiſtra­tion by any one individual perſon, by any ordinary competent meaſure of perſonal ſtrength; but the adminiſtration muſt be impoſſible for any one conſtituted Officer to perform by his perſonal ſtrength, ſo that God muſt command both natural as well as moral Impoſſibilities. 5. For the end of it, to diſcover to the Baptized, the way and manner of being baptized by Chriſt, and his partaking of the Inward Baptiſm from him, which David clearly underſtood by the typical Purification by Moſes, Pſalm 51.6, 7. by the Lord Jeſus pouring out his Spiri [...], or ſprinkling him with the gifts and Graces thereof, and not by taking the perſon and putting him into the Holy Ghoſt. 1. For the extent of the diſcerning of it, as to the agents or ſub­jects to behold it; if any did diſcern it, it could be but few, and that very few, if any that could diſcern ſprinkling ſet forth b [...] dipping; for what way can any propoſe as means to di­ſcern it by, it muſt be by their Senſes, as their Eye-ſight, or by their exerciſe of their Rea­ſon, or by a Sup [...]rnatural Revelation. As for their Senſes of Eye-ſight, it is impoſſible that any ſhould d [...]ſcern ſprinkling ſet forth by dipping. 2. For the exerciſe of their Reaſon, how could they, or any living, diſcern it from that, by Cauſes or Effects, or Parity or Diſparity? Surely the means of diſcerning of it muſt not be by Reaſon. 3 If it muſt be by Superna­tural Revelation, it muſt be by the word or without the word as the means. For the word to reveal it, that they had not, for there is no one expreſs word to ſet forth ſuch a baptizing by dipping, or ſuch a two-fold acceptation of the word. And if any ſay, they had it with­out the word, this mu [...]t be true of all that heard him, both good and bad; and this muſt render the word needleſs to all: But they that underſtood what John intended were ſuch, as at that time had no Divine Revelation, as to the effect of it upon their Souls, for they were in unbelief, and they believed afterwards, John 10.40, 41, 42. ſo that they could no way diſcern it. 6. It muſt be the darkeſt of all diſpenſations, for the ſubjects capable to partake of it. All Infants, and Weak, and Infirm among the Adult, muſt be excluded Baptiſm, as being incapable; and it muſt be the bold, and hardy, and confident, that could endure to be took up and dipt over Head and Ears in Jordan, that being a great River, and therefore the more fruitful. Never was there an Ordinance of Initiation ſo dark as to admiſſion. 7. For the publick ſhame and odium of the adminiſtration to be performed, publickly in the Eyes of all, even a Generation of Vipers, whether there were the leaſt of deveſting by any, or no [...], or the leaſt of inveſting with other apparel, much more, if there ſhould have been a total of both; neither of which, at the participation of that Ordinance, in order to the act of baptizing, have the leaſt footing in the word of God. 8. For the univerſal loſs that [Page] all muſt be at, as to poſition in the Baptized, whether it was perpendicular or down-right, that they were baptized, or whether it wa [...] diametrically, or by equal poize. If it was done perpendicular, or down-right, that they are ſuppoſed or imagined to be dipped, which end muſt be dipt firſt, the Head or Feet? and whether it muſt be at one dip or at two? and which way the Face muſt be, towards the Baptizer, or from him? And if it be imagined to be by equal poize, or diametrically, with the Head and Feet of equal height, whether the Face muſt be upwards or downwards, or ſide ways? whether towards the Baptizer, or from him? though both ways are alike poſſible, yet what Soul under Heaven can have a certain rule for poſi [...]ion in dipping in this caſe. 9. It muſt be the darkeſt diſpenſation that ever was in the Church of God, for making natural ſtrength of Body, and power of Nature to uſe the Limbs, to be ſuch a neceſſary qualification for admiſſion to be of the viſible Church of God, and boldneſs and confidence to be dipped in Jordan, and not to be frighted nor a­ſhamed in the  [...]yes of ſuch a Multitude; and the utter excluſion of all others, as could not come by their own natural ſtrength, and uſe their Tongues, and that had not attained ſuch a me [...]ſure of confidence and boldneſs ſo to be ſerved from all right to, or participation of Goſ­pel Priviledges. Never was the like in any age in the Church of God, if it could be proved that it was ſo. When Chriſt maketh a Cubit in the ſtature to be the leaſt, leſs than a bit of Bread, or a little Rayment, Luke 12.23, 24, 25, 26. and when God chuſeth the weak things of the World, and baſe things, and things deſpiſed▪ to confound the ſtrong and honourable, and hath forbidden us to glory in Natural Strength, 1 Cor. 1.27, 28, 29, 3 [...]. Jer. 9.24, 25. 10. It muſt be the darkeſt with reſpect to the diſcovery of the Grace of God deſigned to be made known in all Goſpel Diſpenſations. Firſt, This doth eclipſe the freeneſs of the Grace, without reſpect to any thing in the Creature, or ſubject recipient, Rom. 9.21, 22. 2. The Impartiality of his Grace, without reſpect to any perſon, Rom. 2.10, 11. Mark 16.15, 16. 3. The Ʋniverſality and abundance of Grace from a drop to the Ocean, and from a Crumb to the Crown, Matth. 5.46, 47. Matth. 15.27. Zech. 13.1. Zech. 4.6. 4. The efficacy of the Grace of God, and Blood of Chriſt; Heb. 10.22. Heb. 9.13, 14. One drop of that ſufficient to cleanſe fully. 5. The greatneſs of the Sufferings of Christ, how he was broken by Divine Juſtice, that his Blood was ſprinkled, Iſa 63.3, 4. 11. It muſt be the darkeſt as a ſign, for the diſagreement between the ſign and the thing ſig­n [...]fi [...]d as to the way and manner of diſtribution and participation. Never the like darkneſs in any ſign of Divine Inſtitution. Moſes, that put a Vail upon his Face was far more clear, Pſalm 51.6, 7. 12. The darkeſt, for the limitation of the Adminiſtration to ſome times of the Year only, and to admit them Members of the Viſible Church in the hot Seaſons, or hot Countreys only. All admiſſion in ſuch a manner, can never be at Winter performed, without apparent danger and detriment to the health of the Baptized; and the confinement of the performance to ſome Countreys only, and excluding it from others that are not ſo hot; ſo that they muſt never be admitted Members in a right Goſpel manner; and if it was not in a right manner, it was contrary to Acts 10.34, 35. and contrary to the Commiſſion, Math. 28.19, 20. Mark. 16.15, 16. And they had Winter as well as other Countreys, John 10.22. and had cold, and needed Fire, Mark 16.67. Luke 22.55. but we do not read of any ceſ­ſation of John's Baptizing, becauſe it was Winter, or heating the Water of Jordan, or chuſing hotter places, becauſe of the cold to baptize in. 13. Never the like, for non-explication of the Word, or the Thing, or unfolding of it in any thing, our Lord Jeſus explained his Para­bles to his Diſciples and dark ſayings; and though Moſes put a Vail over his Face, yet his ſ [...]gn was by ſprinkling, Numb. 19. Lev. 14. Matth. 13. 14. For unparallelneſs by any other Pre­ſident recorded in the Word, as to all that were to be admitted Members of the viſible Church, Moſes did not purifie that way; nor was it foretold, that Chriſt, or any Goſpel Miniſter ſhould, but the clean contrary by ſprinkling. Nor did the Lord do it that way, when he did it by his immediate hand, 1 Cor. 10.2. Nor did the Scribes and Phariſees, for they profeſſed themſelves Moſes's Diſciples, ſo that there muſt be no Preſident for it in the Church of G [...]d, as to the gene­rality. 15. For the diverſity of the Baptiſm, if it muſt be done by dipping; one part of the perſon muſt be baptized immediately, and the other mediately, by the Cloaths, if that be not fully diveſted, and by the hands, or other Instruments, if the perſon be univerſally naked, and yet graſpt. 16. For the difficulty and danger of the Baptized, without great strength, and firmneſs of natural Constitution, eſpecially conſidering that God will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. 17. As to the ſubjects of his Exhortation afterwards, That he ſhould in his words ſpeak to [Page] all to bring forth fruit, whether old or young, that were capable of cutting down, or standing, or of being blown a way, or burnt up, or of being continued in, or gathered into the Garner; and ye be imagined to baptize, in a manner, that very few, if  [...]ny, were capable to partake of it in; And yet threaten them to be Damned, if they did  [...]ot bri [...] f [...]rth fruit of it. 18. That the very act, t [...]t John ſhould bap [...]ize in, ſhould be that by which Chriſt ſhould be moſt known, and yet he be imagined to do it in that way, by which he ſhould not be known, That Johns adminiſtration ſh [...]ld  [...]e to bring them to Chriſt; and yet he be Imagined, to do it in that way that ſhould be an  [...]tacle, and obstruction to them, from c [...]m [...]ng to Chriſt, and believing in Chriſt, when they did ſee, that he Baptized with the holy Ghoſt. Another wa [...], how ſhould they believe, that Chriſt was he that John had foretold ſhould come. Secondly, To find out what ſignification this word  [...] had with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was Infinite wiſdom it ſelf, and of whom it was ſpoken, and f [...]t [...]ld, as the way  [...]f the communication of his ſpirit. And how he uſed it, with reſpect to the ac­ceptation of this word, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his intent and meaning by it in his expreſſing his mind by way of promiſe to his Diſciples, after his reſurrection, relating to his Baptizing them with the holy Ghoſt. W [...] may ſee it in Acts. 1.5. The mind of our Lord Jeſus is ſo plain and clear concerning his acceptation, and intention by this word, that he that runneth may read it. That he did take it to ſignifie pouring upon, and ſhedding upon or ſprinkling with Or applying of it to the perſon, and not the perſon to that, by dipping him into it, is as certain as clear and expreſs: For John verily Baptized with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the holy Ghoſt not many days hence. If we compare this with Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 5. And ſuddenly, there came from heaven a ſound, as of a mighty ruſhing wind, and it filled all the houſe, where they were ſitting, and there appeared to them cloven tongues like as of fire (which was that par­ticular Baptiſm with fire that John propheſied of, Matth. 3.11.) and it ſat upon each of them, and they were filled with the holy Gho [...]. Here every one of the expreſſions that reſpects the application manifeſts it to be applied to them, and not they to it, and in the ſame manner that it was applied to them, it was applied to all others, Acts 10.45, 46, 47. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. It came from heaven, and not they put into heaven, it appeared to them, not they brought to that, it ſat upon each of them, and not each of them put into that. And they were all filled with the holy Ghoſt, and not they put into that. See alſo Acts 9.18. So our ſaviour does wit­neſs that it is applied to the ſoul, and not the ſoul to that, in John 3.3, 5, 8. The wind blow­eth where it liſteth. So Zech. 12.10. Iſa. 44.3. Joel 2.28, 29. Iſa. 52.15. And all the Pro­miſes of God are in Chriſt yea, yea and Amen. 2 Cor. 1.20. And then certainly that Great promiſe, Ezekiel 26.25, 26. muſt be fulfilled, I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, The word is  [...] from  [...]  [...]as not this promiſe breathed by his ſpirit? and all other of the predictions by his Prophets concerning the manner of his communicating the benefits of his death, and reſurrection to his church and people in Goſpel times? And alſo his ſpirits giving that title to his blood as the blood of ſprinkling, and that as ſprinkling it ſpeaketh to all his Church, Heb. 12.24. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 24. And never ſpeaking any other way to his whole church or General aſſembly. All this ſhews Chriſts acceptation of this word as to the Inward Baptiſm by him, to ſignifie only applying his ſpirit to his people, and not they to that. And as to the out­ward application with water, does out Lord Jeſus manifeſt the leaſt of different ſignification or acceptation, than what it had in the Inward Baptiſm, in that he expreſſeth Johns Baptiſm as he did his own by the ſame word and gave it the ſame title of being born of water, as well as of the holy Ghoſt John 3.3, 5. and declares that to be by the ſpirit blowing upon, and not putting the perſon into it, in verſe 8th. and had he not breathed by his ſpirit in his Prophets long before that he would ſprinkle water upon them and pour water upon them, Iſa 44.3. Ezek. 36.25. and was there not a [...] great a neceſſity of the fulfilling of that, as to the external Baptiſm, as there was of the fulfilling of the Propheſie of Joel concerning the Inward Baptiſm? Acts 2.15, 16, 17. 2. And Chriſts by his ſpirit declaring of it to be a type or ſign, in 1 Peter 3.21. Was not this a ſufficient manifeſtation of the mind of Chriſt concerning the ex [...]ernal Baptiſm with water did the ſpirit of Chriſt ever contradict himſelf? What blaſphemy of the moſt Notorious nature, muſt ſuch a thought, or word be in the heart, or mouth of the moſt confident ſoul? it is enough for every ſoul to withdraw himſelf from ſuch a perſon, tent or, company, Pauls words to the Church was not yea and nay, but as God is true ſo that Gods truth do not admit of yea and nay 2 Cor. 1.18, 19. And let God be true and every man a lyar▪ Rom. 3.5, 6. If Chriſt by his ſpirit have ſtiled external Baptiſm a ſign, type or figure by his [Page] holy Apoſtle then it muſt be a ſign, and ſo performed, of his Baptizing by his ſpirit; And they have good Scripture warrant that ſo uſe it, in the way ſetting forth Chriſts Baptizing by his ſpirit, and ſad muſt be the condition of all that partake not of it in that manner, as a ſign or type of Chriſts Baptizing by his ſpirit. And we may ſee how Chriſt accep [...]ed the word and intended by it, b [...] what apprehenſions, and acceptations of his ſpirit taught his ſervants to have of it, both as to the Inward and outward Baptiſm, Acts 11.15, 16. Acts 15.7, 8, 9. 1 Cor. 10.2. 1 Peter. 3.21. 1 Peter. 1.10, 11. Heb. 10.22. Ezek. 36.25. Iſa. 44.3. Iſa. 52.15. Heb. 12.24. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, to 24. 3. And alſo we may ſee in what ſenſe our Lord Jeſus took this word, and what acceptation it had with him, by his diſcourſing with the Pha­r ſees about their external Baptizings which by his own appointment was to be by ſprinkling, and by the Anſwers he made to them for pertinency, and directneſs and ſpeed, and the titles he gave to what they called Baptizing Mark, 7.2, 3, 4, 8. Matth. 15.2, 20. And the words he made Anſwer to them in, in the Original as  [...] and  [...], and the Phariſees like­wiſe uſing the ſame word to ſet forth and expreſs that which at another time they expreſſed by  [...], Luke 11.38, 39 40. That which is tranſlated waſhing there, ſhould be ren­dered Baptizing for it is  [...]; And this our Saviour ſtiles making clean, which ſh [...]weth it was the ſame that God appointed as to the manner of performance. So it is called cleanſing, Mat. 25.26, 27. Thou blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt the inſide, &c. Chriſt Expreſſeth it by  [...], making clean or purifyng, And Peter by the holy Ghoſt does render  [...] by, or ex­preſs the thing elſe where called baptizing by the ſame word; compare Acts 11.15, 16. with Acts 15. [...]. So it is expreſſed by the ſame word, Heb. 9.13, 14. both as to the external and Inter­nal purif [...]ing, ſo the Inward in Heb. 9.19, 20. to 23. 1 John 1.7, 9. and Mat. 23.25, 26. Mark 7.19. Mat. 11.5. Luke 7.22. Matth. 8.2. Mark 1.40. Luke 5.12. Ephe. 5.26. And the Noun from this theam, John. 2.6. John 3, 25. See what it is applied to Acts 22.16. Titus. 2, 14. And ſo at another time the ſame thing is expreſſed by  [...] and  [...] Matth. 15.2, 2. And the Phariſees and all the Jews did expreſs the ſame matter by, that they at another time called baptizing, Luke 11.38. Math. 15.2. Mark. 7.2, 3. And this word  [...] is the word that our Saviour uſed when he waſhed the Diſciples feet, John. 13. which was a ceremonial typical waſhing as appears by his words to Peter, John. 13.5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. If I waſh thee not thou haſt no part with me. And this is the word the blind mans w [...]ſhing his eyes is expreſſed by, John. 9.7, 11. And is applied to the waſhing the feet, 1 Tim. 5.10. And to waſhing the face, Matth. 6.17. And he Anſwers by a noun from  [...], Mark 7.8. with reſpect to the ſame thing. 4. Alſo we may ſee what acceptation and ſignification Chriſt had of this word with reſpect to the external Baptiſm, in that he performed it by ſprinkling when he did it by his Immediate power from the cloud, and his ſpirit ſets it forth by this word, 1 Cor 10.2. He was the Angel that was with Moſes and the people in the wilderneſs. And they at leaſt ſome of them receiv­ed it by faith which muſt neceſſarily prove the object of faith to be there, Heb. 11.20. which certainly diſcovers to the full Our Lord Jeſus his acceptation of this word. 5. We may ſee and perceive how Chriſt underſtood and accepted this word  [...] as to external Baptiſm, In that he was a miniſter of the circumciſion to confirm the truth of God made to the Fathers. Rom. 15.8. The circumciſion comprehended the Infant eight days old as well as any adult perſon, and in the ſame capacity he was looked upon as the Adult, And the Adult could not have been in the capacity with the Infant to be of the Circumciſion, if he were an Iſraelite, and had not been circumciſed in Infancy: And upon the ſame account, and cauſe that he was the Miniſter to one, he was the miniſter to the other, and that is for the truth of God to con­firm the promiſe made to the fathers: Now if this text be any way objected againſt, as to the matter in hand, it muſt be becauſe, that Baptiſm did not come within the external admini­ſtrations of Chriſt as Miniſter, and if it did not, I wonder where any will place it. Or to what they will attribute it! And what they will make of Chriſts Miniſtry, Gal. 3.5. I would pray all ſuch to view that text. If any will object and ſay that by circumciſion, we be to underſtand the Circumciſion of heart. I Anſwer who ſhould circumciſe them in heart, for to be ſubjects of Chriſts Miniſtry. And if none but the circumciſed in heart, then this muſt exclude the Elect of God uncalled and who ſhall bring them in. 3. If it were that it did intend the circumciſed in heart only, yet that will not exclude children; For Chriſt has done that work for ſome of them [Page] too; As Iſaac, Sampſon, Jacob, &c. 4. This muſt make that we muſt bring grace to the Lord Jeſus, and not come to him for it, Ezekiel. 36.27. 5. To limit it to the circumciſed in heart only, muſt make the ſubjects Miniſtry to be Inviſible, and the Miniſtry to be the Internal work of Chriſt, in perfecting what he hath begun in any Soul, or elſe to make that Internal grace can and does live only with external means for Nouriſhment. Let men and Devils make what cavils they will againſt this text. It is clear from this text That the ſubjects of Chriſts miniſtry were Infants as well as the Adult; And if ſo, Then all the Acts of it muſt be ſuch, and eſpecially Baptiſm ſuch as they were capable of partaking of, and Sharing in. Or elſe Chriſts miniſtry muſt be undertaken in vain, his miniſtry reſpected all that the promiſe reſ­pected, or did appertain to: And if it did not appertain to children ſee Mala 4 6. Iſa. 44.3. Joel 2.2 [...], 29. Acts 2.38, 39. And if that did appertain to the youngeſt Infants, then they were as certainly the ſubjects of Chriſts Miniſtry as the adult; And then Baptiſm, which was one ſpecial part of his external Miniſtry muſt and was performed by ſprinkling, and not by Dipping, the ſubjects of his Miniſtry being not capable of it. All the Fathers were Baptized in the Red Sea, which muſt comprehend the ſmalleſt Infant as well as the perſon adult, and that was done by Chriſt as Miniſter to the Circumciſion, 1 Cor. 10.2. If any had no right to Baptiſm, they had no right to any thing elſe of Chriſts Miniſtry, For that is the door of Ad­miſſion to All other parts of it, or priviledges to be enjoyed. as viſible members: And of ſuch this text ſpeaks, Chriſt being ſent to them as ſuch, Matth. 15.24. Thirdly, Let us enquire how Peter the Great Apoſtle of the Circumciſion did accept this word  [...], and what he did intend by it in his uſe of it, who was the firſt great and Eminently ſucceſsful Preacher among them after Chriſts Reſurrection, and the firſt uſer of this word after that time. That he did underſtand falling upon, pouring upon, ſhedding upon and ſprinkling with as to the Internal Baptiſm is clear from his own Expreſs words; compare Acts 10.44, 45, 47. with Acts 11.15, 16, 17. and Acts 15.7, 8, 9. Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 5, 16, 17, 33. and 1 Peter. 1.2. The Hebrew word in Joel 2.28. The text which Peter ſaith was then fulfilled, is the ſame with that in Ezek. 36.25, Rendered ſprinkling from  [...] And as to the Adminiſtration of the external ſign, which is Baptiſm with water, we have it alſo as clear in that he calls it  [...], a type, 1 Peter 3.21. Now it could never be a ſign, type or figure, If not done in that way as to repreſent the manner of the performance of that it typified out, which was Chriſts pouring out his ſpirit upon his people, Acts 2.15, 16, 17, 33. 2. By his preſſing of it as the duty of all by way of command to whom the promiſe did belong, and that upon the account and rea­ſon of the promiſe belonging or appertaining to them, Acts 2.38, 39. 3. Alſo his expreſſions by way of queſtion to all, when he was in the aſſembly where many were met together in Cornelius his family, or houſe, Acts 10.46, 47. can any forbid water that theſe ſhould not be baptized who have received the holy Ghoſt as well as us? If any will deny childrens or In­fants being there, they muſt deny the whole Scripture, If Acts 15.6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. betruly & rightly conſider'd. And if any object & ſay, There were no children there becauſe they that are there ſpoken of, were heard to ſpeak with tongues: I anſwer, that will rather confirm that they were there; For their ſpeaking could not be a greater miracle than their ſpeaking with tongues. And the Babes and ſucklings in the Temple had as eminent a priviledge to ſet forth the praiſes of Chriſt, Matth. 21.14, 15. And theſe were alſo under a promiſe as well as them. Pſalm. 8.1, 2, 3. Joel. 2.28, 29. Iſa. 52.15. Acts 2.39. 4. By the Title that he giveth to Baptiſm and that is purifying Acts 15.9. The term whereby the legal purifyings were ſet forth, which were performed by ſprinkling. Compare that text with Heb. 9.13, 14, 19. to 24. Mark. 1.40, 41. Luke 11.38, 39. The ſame with the external baptiſm and the end of Chriſt is ſet forth by this title as to his dying for us, Titus 2.14. That gave himſelf for us to purifie to himſelf a peculiar people, and the Application of his blood to us is by ſprinkling. 1 Peter 1.2. Heb. 9.14. Heb. 10.22. And it is uſed by Chriſt to ſet forth their legal purifications, Matth. 23.25, 26. ſo in James 4.8. Where if it be taken for our purging our ſelves it muſt be taken for our uſe of the means, Acts 2.38. 2 Cor. 7.1. And it is uſed to ſet forth external Baptiſm, John 3.25. compared with John. 4.1, 2.  [...]. And the word  [...] that comes from it is uſed abundance of times, in the New Testament, which ſignifieth clean, Matth. 23.26. Luke 11.41. John. 13.9, 10. Fourthly, Let us enquire How the holy Pen-men of the bleſſed Goſpel, the four Evangelliſts did underſtand this word  [...] From whoſe pens [Page] this word did drop▪ and who were the Inſtruments to record the mind of Chriſt to us  [...]y it, in the Word of God and bleſſed Script [...]res, who alſo were eye witneſſes of the Adminiſtrations, and ſubj [...]cts of the communication [...] both ſpecial and common. And Firſt I ſhall Enquire how Matthew the Firſt recorder of it, did underſtand it, and in what ſenſe he did accept it, and take it, and  [...]at he did intend by it? The record being made long after the Adminiſtration of the ſign, and the communication of the thing ſignified to them. And we may ſee how Matthew took the word to ſignify as to the Inward Baptiſm, by the recording of the comunica­tion of the ſpirit from Chriſt, by this word in Matth. 3.11. He ſhall Baptize you with the ho­ly Ghoſt, and with fire. And he was one of them that did partake of it, and upon whom it was poured out, and ſhed, Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 15, 16, 17, 33. And by the Record he hath made of the ſpirits deſcending upon Chriſt like a dove from heaven, Matth. 3.16, 17. And we may underſtand what Matthew underſtood by this word as to external baptiſm, and the perform­ance of it, by the record he hath made of the ſubjects of Baptiſm in the Primitive times, Even all Judea and all the Region Round about Jordan, Matth. 3.5, 6. Matth. 4.15, 16, 17. And his calling theſe the multitudes, Matth. 11.7. And diſcovery of the multitude to conſiſt of men, women and children, Matth. 14.21. Matth. 15.36, 37, 38, 39, 40. So that he did not in [...]end Dipping by this word, in that the ſmalleſt Infants are Intimated to be there. 2. And by the Diſcovery made of them that Johns Exhortation was preſented to after Baptiſm to bring forth fruit, which was every tree of the field, and all, whether they were chaff or wheat, or ſhould be Damned or ſaved, Matth. 3.1 [...], 12. 3. And alſo by, the Diſcovery that he hath made of Our Saviours coming from the water, when he was Baptized,  [...]; Which pr [...]veth that Chriſt was not dipt into the water by John, in that he was not taken out again. For whatſoever is dipt in by any muſt be taken out again to diſtinguiſh it from caſting or putting into the water in a Scripture acceptation. And if children or females had been dipt in by John, how could they have come forth, when their clothes were wet? by reaſon of their weakneſs of Nature and want of ſtrength? 4. We may ſee what he underſtands by Johns Bap­tiſm as to the manner, in that he hath left enough upon record to ſhew that they had their priviledges, as children of Abraham, and were not denied them, and then ſurely the ſmalleſt Infant muſt be, and was baptized, if they were Abrahams ſeed as well as the adulteſt parent Or elſe they muſt be great ſufferers, as being wronged, Matth. 3.9, 10 Matth. 11.16, 17, 18, 19. 5. By his rendering their external purifications by  [...], which the other Evan­geliſts and the Jews did expreſs by the word  [...] as well as by that word, Matth. 15.2, 2 [...]. Luke 11.38. Mark 7.2, 3, 4, 5. which word none will be able to prove did ſignifie dipping, Matth. 6.17. Fifthly, Let us enquire how the Evangeliſt Mark underſtood this word  [...], and what he intended by it? and as to the ſpiritual Baptiſm that muſt be yielded to be the ſame with Matthew, He being one of the Apoſtles, and did partake of it as well as Matthew. And for the external Adminiſtration of the ſign, we may ſee what he underſtood by it By his recording the uſe of the word among all the Jews, Mark 7.2, 3, 4, 8. and He renders the words with unwaſhen hands, by  [...], as Matth. doth in Matth. 15.2. about the ſame matter which is never uſed in the New Teſtament to ſignifie dipping into. And in Mark 7. verſe 4. It is Rendered or expreſſed by  [...], And it ſhould be tranſlated Except they Baptize they eat not. Where we have a clear diſcovery how Mark did under­ſtand  [...] to ſignifie, and that is the ſame with their legal purifications, which were by expreſs divine command to be performed by ſprinkling, Numb. 19.18, 19. And they muſt have Notoriouſly ſinned againſt the very letter of the Law, if they had not ſo performed it, but had done it another way, and the Jews were exact obſervers of the letter of the Law. Rom. 2.27. And in verſe the 4th He  [...]ells us of their Baptizing of their pots and cups and Tables or beds;  [...] and it is expreſſed by  [...]. Which ſheweth clearly that their performance of it was by ſprinkling, for the tent, and all the veſſels in a tent were to be ſprink­led Numbers 19.18. If any object and ſay this is diſcovered to be their own Inventions. I anſwer, That is true as to the matter our Saviour does tax them, but as to the manner of applying the  [...]ater to cleanſe them that  [...]as as God commanded,  [...] n [...]t gainſaid by Chriſt, and the thing in debate is not, who invented the matter, but how it was p [...]r [...]ormed, and the acceptation of the word whereby it is expreſſed, and for the manner of their performance Chriſt does not condemn [Page] that, but do acknowledge it a purifying, and making clean of the curſde of the cup and platter, Matth. 23.25, 26. Luke 11.39, 40. They erred no more in this than they did in the leſſer matters of the law Luke 11.42. and had they not had the letter of the law to Juſtifie the manner they could never have fadged in the matter in worſhip, nor have accuſed Chriſt, nor any o [...]hers for the neglect of it, with any pre [...]ence of conſcience. The people being ſo well acquainted with the five books of Moſes, that they could not gainſay the letter of the law, and eſpecially the ceremonial part thereof. That being the moſt of the religion then in faſhion. If any ſay that the Apoſtle does not declare his Judgment here, but reports their uſe of the word that is the Jews and Phariſees; I anſwer, The greater ground this gives to believe that the Primitive Baptiſm was not by Dipping, but by ſprinkling; For if this was the acceptation of the word among the Phariſees and Jews, to ſet forth, their ceremonial purifyings which were by expreſs divine command to be performed by ſprinkling, then that was the acceptation of it, by the Apoſtles too, In that they do not in the leaſt gainſay it. Nor never give it any other ſignification. And ſhould the Jews have broken the command of God, and done it by Dipping, how would our Lord Jeſus have ſhewed his abhorrence of their wickedneſs, therein? Or would John Baptiſt and Chriſt; and his Apoſtles have followed them, in their way of violating the commands of God that were then in full force? They that have ſuch a belief have little ground for what they do in Imitation of it, Acts 21.24, 26. How often did Chriſt call them the blind Phariſees and ſerpents, and a generation of vipers? Matth. 23.31, 32, 33. which are ſad creatures to follow, eſpecially when we know them. Or elſe can it be Imagined that the Phariſees and all the Jews would in the performance of their own inventions follow Chriſt and John Baptiſt, if John had Dipped, or if Chriſt had Dipped and his Diſciples? Did they not ſay John had a Devil? and that Chriſt was a friend of Publicans and ſinners? and did they not make a law that whoſoever did confeſs Chriſt ſhould be put out of the Synagogue? and then much more from the Temple? John. 9. and did they not quarrel againſt, and were they not enraged that ſo many did come to his Baptiſm? John 3.24, 25, 26. John. 4.1, 2. and were worſe in their carriage to John Baptiſt and Chriſt than the Publicans and harlots, Matth. 21.32. So that the Phariſees could not uſe this word to ſignifie Dipping from God, nor Chriſt nor from John Baptiſt, and then they muſt have it from themſelves, and if ſo, Then Chriſt and John would not follow them in their wickedneſs, and if any ſhould ſay they might have it from the Heathens, that will not mend the matter, but make it worſe. But it is clear from the vari­ous texts where we have both Chriſt and John and them uſing the word about one and the ſame thing, that their performance of it was one and the ſame way, and that they all had one and the ſame acceptation of the word, John 1.24, 25. Luke 11.38. Mark 7.4, 8. And there­fore there could be no other ſignification of this word upon any hand, than ſprinkling in the New Teſtament. And this about the external Baptiſm, as well as the Internal; Even by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and by others. And the things they baptized as well as their perſons will confirm it, which was upon the outſide of their Pots and cups and brazen veſſels, and of Beds or Tables, or any other Utenſil, Tent, or Houſe, which were by Gods command to be cleanſed or purified, when a perſon died in the tent or houſe, and the things or Utenſils were made unclean thereby, Levit. 14.50, 51, 52. Numbers 19.16, 17, 18, 19. And as no one conſtituted officer, as to natural ſtature or ſtrength Indefinitely conſidered was or is able to baptize, ei­ther perpendicularly, or Diametrically any perſon of any ſex or age by Dipping, no more  [...]ould they Baptize the Utenſils here mentioned by Dipping, as their beds or Tables that they Dined at, and ſlept on after Dinner, as ſome write; Nor to take up a tent or houſe when ſtand­ing and the veſſels in it, and baptize it, or if they leave out the perſons and veſſels; though we read not of the removal of either out of the tent by Gods command to be purifyed. And all were to be purged one way and that was by ſprinkling, Heb. 9.13, 14-19, 20, 21, 22, 23. And by one Baptizer, or Purifier, Heb. 9.19, 20, 21. 22. And this is the Baptizing that this holy man of God Mark hath reference to as well as thoſe petty additions of the Elders to it, and it was a ceremonial ſign of the benefits they ſhould have of Chriſt to come, as Baptiſm is a ſign of the benefits we be to ſeek for and ſhall have from Chriſt already come; compare Heb. 9.20, 21, 22. with Acts 2.38, 39. Pſalm. 51.6, 7. Ezekiel 36.25, 26, 27. 1 John 1.7, 9. Titus 3.5, 6. John 3.3, 5, 8. Titus 2.14.  [...] Sixthly, Let us enquire How Luke did underſtand and accept this word  [...], and what he did intend by it in his uſe of it? and as to the intent and acceptation of the word, to ſet forth Chriſts Baptizing with  [...] [Page] the holy Ghoſt, He muſt be and was of the ſame mind with all the reſt of the Apoſtles Be­cauſe he was the Pen-man of the Acts of the Apo [...]les where it is recorded in the execution of it, as well as in Chriſts promiſing of it, Acts 1.5, Acts 2.2, 3, 4, 5, 15, 16, 17, 18, 33. Acts 10.44, 45. Acts 11.15, 16, 17. and as to the intent, acceptation, and uſe of this word, with reſpect to external Bap [...]iſm with water, to ſet forth the manner of the performance of it, he is as clear as the others, that it is not taken to ſignifie, 1. Dipping, but ſprinkling or pouring upon; as may appear by his giving us an account of the multitude that John Baptized Luke 3.7, 16. as well as 2. Matthew in Mat. 11.7. and of Johns Exhortation to be as extenſive to them as being baptized, to all that ſhould be damned or ſaved in another world, Luke 3.16, 17. and as extenſive to all as Matthew doth, and the multitude the ſpirit of God does witneſs conſiſted of men, women and children, Mat. 14.21. And his ſtiling them all the people which conſiſted of men, women and children Luke 3.21. Heb. 9.19, 20, 21. Which proveth that it was by ſprinkling, becauſe all the peo­ple could be baptized no other way. 3. Alſo he gives us an account of the Baptizing of three thouſand in the latter part of one day, Acts 2.41. Which could not be but by ſprinkling the adminiſtrators then and there, being but few, and we have no account of their going to Jordan or any other river; and who can believe where there is no word for faith to anchor on? 4. and he Diſcovers that it was the duty of all the people, In that it was their ſin that were not baptized, Luke 7.29, 30. and none could be rejectors tha [...] had not the tender and offer; yet this he records them to be, all which ſheweth that he underſtood the word to ſignifie ſuch a manner of Baptizing as all the people might partake of as it did appertain to them, and was theirs by Gods free Donation, Rom. 9.4, 5. Rom. 3.2, 3. 5. Luke did underſtand it to be a typical purifying, why elſe did he ſo record it? Acts 15.9. which was always performed by ſprinkling, Heb. 9.13, 14, 20, 21, 6. We may ſee what Luke underſtood by it by the account he giveth of the Phariſees Baptizing their hands, Luke 11.38. The Phariſees marvelled that Chriſt had not firſt waſhed, ſo our tranſlators have rendred it: But it is  [...]; Becauſe he had not firſt Baptized b [...]fore Dinner, which doth clearly diſcover that  [...], or Baptizing with water does intend and ſignifie to ſprinkle. The Baptiſm here to be performed was with water, and that not in a civil ſenſe, but in a re­ligious ſenſe, as appeareth by the anſwer made by the Lord Jeſus, and the Lord ſaid unto him, Now do ye Phariſees make clean the outſide of the cup and platter (in civil waſhings the in­ſide is eſpecially looked to, to be cleanſed, or elſe cleanſers of them would be eſteemed very ſluttiſh, and many might be poyſoned) But your Inward part is full of raven and wickedneſs, which ſheweth it reſpected ſin. See alſo Matth. 23.25, 26. Matth. 15.7, 8, 9. In vain do they worſhip me, &c. it was matter of worſhip with them, Mark 7.8, 9, 10. But Ou [...] Lord Jeſus does acknowledge it a cleanſing of the outſide of the cup, and platter, and that it  [...]as a making clean. The word is  [...], uſed again John 3.25. about Chriſts and John, Baptizing with water, about their ſprinkling of old, Heb. 9.13, 14.22. This ſheweth that Luke underſtandeth by baptizing of the hands, the application of water to the hands by way of ſprinkling, and this by the Law was to be done by a clean perſon, Numb. 19.18, 19. Chriſt was uſed among the multitude and did uſe to raiſe the Dead; and cleanſe the Lepers, and there­fore the Phariſee did ſuppoſe he might be unclean, and therefore admired that he had not firſt Baptized, that is, purified himſelf. Becauſe that Law was then in force: and Chriſt doth grant it to be a cleanſing of the cup and platter. But condemns them for reſting in that, and never labour after that which was typified out by it which was the cleanſing of their hearts, as David did, Pſalm 51.6, 7. and though this was an addition of their own inventions to the Law of God, yet they kept to the manner of performance, or elſe it could not have born the title, or denomination of cleanſing, Rom. 2.17, 27. and ſhould they have done it other­wiſe it would have made their own Inventions to have been known from the commands of God, and the people would have ſlighted them: and alſo Chriſt would have detected their wickedneſs, ſhould they have turned ſprinkling to Dipping. And if they ſhould have performe it by Dipping, whether it were in their clothes, or naked. Their frequent Baptizings wo [...] have been a burthen intolerable, and Impoſſible to all, and utterly Deſtructive to their  [...] mane nature, as often as they came from market, or went to receive any food to have  [...] all over into water, or to have been put into water, or ſhould they have Impoſed it upon  [...] that they Invited to Di [...]e with them, to have been Dipt all over in water, and where  [...] hey have  [...]h ad water to Dip in? or heifers enough to kill to have the aſhes of them t [...]  [...] [Page] the water? ſee Numbers 19. what it was made with, and beſides he that was to be cleanſed was not to touch the water, for then he had defiled it, and if the clean perſon that was to ſprinkle it did touch the water he was defiled, Numbers 19.21, 22. &c. So that of neceſſity it muſt be performed by ſprinkling; all which declares Luke his acceptation of this word. 6. Beſides his recording Pauls baptizing, Acts 9.18. and makes no Diſcovery of his going out of the houſe being blind, and of the Jailors being baptized the ſame hour of the night, Acts 16.30, 31, 32. and whatever faith perſons have to believe rivers running through theſe houſes, yet the Scrip­ture diſcovers none. So that they have no ground for their faith: and alſo Pauls Baptizing the Diſciples in Acts 19.3, 4, 5, 6, 7. and of Philips Baptizing the Eunuch in Acts 8.38. which could never be by Dipping. If it be true, what is ſuppoſed by ſome. That they went both into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, The particle  [...] rendered into, is in 1 Cor. 10.2. Tranſlated unto. But if any will have it that they went both into the water, How can they Imagine that Philip could baptize, that is, as they ſuppoſe, Dip him? could he baptize or Dip that part of the Eunuch that was in before? How far they went into the water do they know, and can any thing or perſon be Dipt into the water, or any part of it either, that is not out be­fore? It may be moved in the water, but not be Dipt into it. And could he Dip him while he ſtood upon terra firma, upon firm ground? muſt not what is dipped Immediately before the act of Dipping be looſe from every thing elſe? and could he Dip that part that he Graſped to Dip him? was he in his wearing apparel or not? how many baptiſms muſt there be in this way of Baptizing? If any part of his body was uncovered that might be Dipped Immediately, they I­magine what was covered muſt be baptized mediately, and what was Graſped muſt be bap­tized Secondarily to the reſt of the mediate Baptiſm, and when muſt the bottom of the feet be baptized upon which he ſtood, we do not read of any change of the poſition, whatever faith any have to aſſert, wi [...]hout warrant; If Philip did baptize the Eunuch by Dipping of him, it muſt be diametrically or perpendicularly. And when they can prove That Philips arms were ſo much longer than the common race of mankind, and his ſtrength ſo much more to do it, when I ſay this is proved by Scripture, I hope, I ſhall have faith to believe it, but not till then? It was no other than what one perſon could perform, for he baptized him, and it would be ſtrange If Philip ſhould engage to do this any other way than what all others of Chriſts ſervants had done it. There is enough in the former Teſtimonies by Luke to ſignifie his accep­tation of the word to the contrary to this Imagination. Seventhly, Let us Enquire how John the Beloved Diſciple, and the Pen-man of the Goſpel did underſtand this word  [...] and what he did intend by it in his uſe of it, and his Teſtimony with reſpect to Chriſts Bap­tizing with the holy Ghoſt, muſt of neceſſity be the ſame with the reſt of the Apoſtles, being he was a ſubject partaking of it with the reſt of the Diſciples; Acts 2.23, 4. and alſo we may ſee his Teſtimony of it in his recording the words of Chriſt to Nicodemus who was one of the Phariſees that rejected Baptiſm, John 3.3, 5, 8. and our Lord Jeſus aſſureth of the neceſſity of it with the Inward Baptiſm under the terms of a new birth, and the words ſhould be ren­dered  [...], whoſoever is not born again, let him be male or female, young or old, and ſo it is alſo in verſe  [...] and the manner how this birth is brought about or effected we have this holy pen man of Scripture recording in verſe the 8th,  [...], &c. The wind blow­eth where it liſteth, thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth? So is every one that is born of the ſpirit; and if none know whence it com­eth and whither it goeth, God does not put the perſon into it, in that it cometh to him, and can any one put the perſon into it here? It cometh to him and bloweth upon him, and enters into him, Ezekiel 37.3, 4, 5. Ephe. 2.1. and alſo it appears that John the Evangeliſt did underſtand the Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt to ſignifie applying to and pouring upon, and ſprinkling with, and not Dipping into by the Denomination that he giveth to it, 1 John 1.7, 9. Where he calls the ſame thing for matter cle [...]ming, which is the ſame title that God gave to their purifying by ſprinkling, Numbers 19.19. and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth us from all ſin, Which is the ſame that David prayed for, and was ſignified by ſprinkling with hyſſop, Pſalm 51.2, 6, 7. and the Greek word is the ſame that is uſed by Chriſt to ſet forth the thing ſignified by the cleanſing with water by the Phariſees Baptizings,  [...]. com­pare this text with Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. and ſee how the holy Ghoſt does ex­preſly [Page]  [...]are it to be done by ſprinkling; ſo in verſe. 9. we have the ſame word tranſlated  [...]  [...] and the ſame thing is expreſly called ſprinkling, Heb. 10.22. having our h [...]r [...] ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, Heb. 9.13, 14. called it purging, and the ſame word i [...] uſed  [...] and this is called Bapt zing by the holy Ghoſt in Acts 11.15, 16. and purifying Acts 15.9. and for his acceptation of the word as to external Baptiſms with water, We may ſee what he underſtood by it in his giving of it, or recording the ſame Deno­mination given to it by Chriſt that is given to the Internal Baptiſm, John the 3d. 3.5. and in the Denomination given to it in John 3.25, 26. calling of it purifying; Then there aroſe a queſtion between ſome of Johns Diſciples and the Jews about purifying, and they came un­to John, and ſaid unto him, Rabbi he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou bar­eſt record, behold the ſame baptizeth, and all men come to him. Compare this with John 4.1, 2. Now when the Lord knew how that the Phariſees heard that Jeſus baptized and made more Diſciples than John, though Jeſus himſelf b [...]ptized not, but his Diſciples. This text John 3.25, 26. is like that in Luke 11.38, 39. That which in one verſe is called baptizing is in the other v [...]rſe called purifying. And the ground of the queſtion ſeems to be about the right of Chriſt and his Diſciples to Baptize, which may be gathered from John 4.1, 2. And the an­ſwer made by John to his Diſciples and the Jews to this queſtion, the Phariſees and the Jews, of whom the Phariſees were the King-leaders were offended at Chriſt and his Diſciples Bap­tizing, and the Numerouſneſs of the people that came to be baptized of him. And the great­neſs of the number that he made and baptized, and they came to Johns Diſciples, and ſtarted the caſe to them, and the Diſciples of John, and the Jews too, as I ſuppo e, with this queſtion, came to John for reſolution of it. John to ſatisfie them that he had r ght to baptize, tells them, for a man could receive nothing except it were given him from heaven. There is the right of Chriſt cleared as to his call and right for what he did. And for the Numerouſneſs of his Diſ­ciples, and the people that did come to him. He ſatisfyeth them as to that, in that he tells them that Chriſt muſt increaſe, but he muſt decreaſe John 3.30. And the obſer­vation that Chriſt took of the Phariſees being offended at the Numerouſneſs of them he Bap­tized is that he left Judea and came again into Galilee. John 4.1, 2, 3. Which was Chriſts uſuall courſe in ſuch caſes. So that this gives a clear diſcovery of the way of the adminiſtrati­on of the outward ſign by John and by Chriſt, in that it is called Purifying; for what is called Purifying in the 25th verſe, is called Baptizing in verſe 26th. As what was called Baptizing, in Luke 11.38. is called making clean in verſe 39.  [...] and  [...] are the two words uſed, and they that can ſhew any difference as to the theam, or the ſenſe, may. And it is the external application of water that is ſpoken of in both texts, and in this of John 3.25, 26. It hath reference to the Baptiſm of John and his Diſciples with water. And if any will deny it, they muſt deny the p [...]rſons debating the queſtion or concerned in it, to be meant by the word THEY in verſe 26. And they muſt de [...]y the anſwer of John to them, and alſo excuſe the Phariſees and Jews in their being mad, as they did uſe to be at Chriſt, And deny Chriſts obſervation of it. And Denying all make no more a do. But for the preſent this ſeems to my weak underſtanding clear from the text, That purifying and Baptizing ſig­nify one and the ſame thing, when it is ſpoken of external Baptiſm, as well as it doth when it is ſpoken of Internal baptiſm in Acts 11.15, 16. Acts 15.7, 8, 9. Heb. 10.22. Heb. 9.13. And what is called in Heb. 9.13. Purifying the unclean is in Heb. 9.10. called in our tranſla­tion Diverſe waſhings, but in the Greek, it is  [...] Diverſe Baptiſms, and ſprinkling is expreſly mentioned as the manner of the performance of this Baptiſm. As it is in Heb. 10.22. to ſet forth the Inward Baptiſm. So that it is clear that John the Apoſtle did un­derſtand and intend by this word  [...], both as to the Internal part, and external part, Pouring upon or ſprinkling with, and not Dipping the Perſon neither into the ſpirit, by Chriſt, nor into the water by the Baptizor. 8 Let us enquire how the Apoſtle St. James did underſtand this word  [...] to ſignifie, and what he did Intend by it in his uſe of it. As to the Inward Baptiſm his Teſtimony muſt be the ſame with the reſt of the Apoſtles, being one of them it was promiſed to, by Chriſt, Acts 1.5. and a ſubject of the fulfilling of it, in having it poured out upon him with the reſt of the Apoſtles, Acts 2.2, 3.4, 5. and alſo we have the ſame ti­tle given to the thing, that is the Inward Baptiſm that others of the Apoſtles and Chriſt did [Page] give it, James 4.8. Cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and purifie your hearts ye Double minded,  [...] Where we have for cleanſe the ſame word that the holy Ghoſt uſeth by Peter, Acts 15.9.  [...]. The Noun from which is uſed John 3.25. As the Noun From  [...] is uſed to ſet forth their purifyings, Heb. 9.10. And the word to purifie is from  [...] uſed again John 11.55. 1. John 3.3. Acts 21.24. Where it is applyed to their legal ceremonial purifications which were performed by ſprinkling, Numbers 19.18, 19. Heb. 9.13, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. Now whe­ther theſe words are ſpoken as Peters were in Acts 2.38. Repent ye therefore, and be baptized every one of you, looking upon them in their natural guilt and filth: Or whether as thoſe that were externally baptized already, but needed the Inward benefit of it, like David, Pſalm 51.7. It is all one for that, If the firſt word be applied to the Inward Baptiſm by Chriſt with his ſpirit, ſo it is alſo of the outward and external, and the latter word is uſed to expreſs the legal purifications, Acts 21.24. Whereby we have the Teſtimony of this bleſſed ſervant of God, as to his acceptation and his ſignification of the word. And we have another text to ſhew his acceptation of the word to be the ſame with Peters, Acts 15.9, 13. and Peters to be the ſame with Johns in Acts the 8.14, 15, 16. Now when the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem heard that the Gentiles had received the word of God, They ſent to them Peter and John: Who when they were come, prayed for them that they might receive the holy Ghoſt: For as yet he was fallen upon none of them, only they were Baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus; Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the holy Ghoſt. Obſerve, It was fallen upon none of them as yet. Not they put into that, but it fell upon them, and they received it. And Paul's and James his acceptation of it was the ſame with all the reſt, Acts 11.15, 16. And in Acts 15.6, 7, 8, 9. When Peter had declared how God at firſt did take out of the Gentiles a people for his name, and put no difference between the believing Jews and them, purifying their hearts by faith. The Apoſtle James brings a text relating to the ſpiritual ſeed of David. Acts 15.13, 14, 15.16. And confirms what Peter had ſaid, which is a ſufficient proof that he underſtood it, in the ſame ſenſe that Peter did. Ninthly, Let us enquire how Paul the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles did underſtand this word, and what he did intend by this word  [...]. Who we read partook of the Baptizing with water, and with the holy Ghoſt alſo, as Acts 9.18. And his repetition of it in Acts 22.16. And here with reſpect to Paul, as all the ſervants of Chriſt, the holy Apoſtles, and as Chriſt their Lord and maſter did underſtand, accept and uſe this word  [...] to ſignifie pouring upon, ſhedding upon and ſprinkling with; So did this holy, and faithful ſervant of Chriſt take it, and uſe it to ſignifie the ſame. As may appear in his Epiſtle both to the Circumciſion the Hebrews, and in his diſcourſes with them, as to the ſpiritual Baptiſm by Chriſt with his ſpirit. For his apprehenſion of the Inward Baptiſm with the holy Ghoſt ſee Acts 19.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. He came in his Journeying and Travels to Epheſus, and finding certain diſciples he ſaid unto them, Have ye received the holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed? And they ſaid unto him, we have not ſo much as heard whether there be any ho­ly Ghoſt. Where by the way, we may ſee how much truth there is in that perſwaſion, That John baptized none but true penitents, and this repentance to be made forth by a confeſſion of their ſins. Theſe could do this with the witneſs, that had not heard ſo much, as whether there were any holy Ghoſt. And he ſaid unto them, Unto what then were ye Baptized? And they ſaid, Unto Johns Baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, John verily baptized with the baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying unto the People, that they ſhould believe in him that was to come after, that is, on Chriſt Jeſus. When they heard this they were Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Where ob­ſerve, that there is no record of any confeſſion required, or made, of the truth of the grace of faith as wrought in their hearts, to give them a right to Baptiſm verſe 6th. When Paul had laid his hands on them, (he did not put them into his hands but laid his hands on them. As the Apoſtles Peter and John did Acts 8.15, 16, 17.) The holy Ghoſt came on them  [...], The holy Ghoſt came upon THEM not they took and dipt into that. The Learned tell us that  [...] and is uſed again in abundance of places in the New Testament. As John 1.7, 11. Luke 2.27. Matth. [Page] 2.21. &c. So in Titus the 3.5, 6. Which he ſhed on us abundantly. Through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. It is not put them into that, but poured out, or ſhed forth that upon them. The word is  [...] from  [...] uſed again in Acts 2.16, 33. So alſo in Hebrews 10.22. He witneſſeth the ſame thing, which is Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt. Let us Draw near, &c. Having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, Acts 19.2. Have ye received the holy Ghoſt? ſo Acts 10.47. Where obſerve that all that we receive does come to us, not we be put or dipt into that. So in Rom. 5.17. All that we have of the abundance of Grace is ſaid to be received, and all the difference that is made between us and others, or between what we were in our ſelves, is ſaid to be received in 1 Cor. 4.7. And whatſoever is given to us is ſaid to fall upon us, or come to us, Acts 10.44, 47. So that with all clearneſs Paul does bear witneſs that he underſtood by Chriſts Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt, Pouring upon, ſhedding upon, ſprinkling with, the holy Ghoſt, and not our being Dipped into that. And as to his apprehen­ſion and uſe of the word as to the external baptiſm with water, we may have a clear diſcovery from Scripture alſo. And one text we have his acceptation of it as to that diſcovered in, is in 1. Cor. 10.2. Where he ſpeaks only of the Outward ſign, and nothing of the internal Baptiſm by the holy Ghoſt, and were all baptized unto Moſes in the cloud, and in the ſea.  [...], Which ſhould be rendered, and were all Baptized unto Moſes by, or with the Cloud in the Sea. That is, in the place where the Sea did uſe to run, though now the Motion of it was Stopped by the mighty power of God. And a way made for them to Paſs over as upon dry land, Heb. 11.29. There can be but two ways of Baptizing with water, the one is by applying, or putting the perſon into water, and the other by applying the water to the Perſon by pouring of it out upon him, or ſprinkling him with it. Now in the text their being baptized is aſſerted and affirmed by the holy Ghoſt. And the Baptizor Named is Moſes, by whoſe conduct they were bid go on, Exod 14.15. And the way whereby it was done is intimated to us by the Inſtru­ment thereof the Cloud, and the place where it was done, and that is in the Red Sea. Which they paſſed through as upon dry land Heb. 11.29. Now Dipped, or ſprinkled they muſt be. But Dipped in water they could not be, nor were not, becauſe they paſſed as upon dry land, Heb. 11.29. And the Red Sea ſtood up like a wall: Therefore ſprinkled they muſt be and were, Becauſe not Dipped. They paſſed,  [...] from  [...] rendered by tranſeo, trajicio, uſed again Acts 16.9. Come over and help us, which was with a ſpeedy motion: So Luke 16.26. Which ſhewed they ſtood not ſtill in their Motion to be Dipped perpendicular­ly or Diametrically. And this Motion was not of ſome, but of all, by their own perſonal ſtrength, or by others. So that as ſome were baptized So were all baptized. And if any ſhould ſay that they might be all wet, as much as if they had been dipt. But wetting is not dipping. That is the caſe; I Anſwer that cannot be matter of faith, becauſe not recorded in Gods word. Neither is it the way of God to prefer ſacrifice before mercy; For ſhould they have been much wet, how ever ſome might have endured it, yet what muſt the women, and children and little ones have done in the wilderneſs into which they were then going, where they had neither habi­tation nor fire ready to dry or warm them, or change to ſhift themſelves with, for their clothes waxed not old, nor their foot ſwelled, Deut. 29. But if they were not Dipped, how can it be proved that they were ſprinkled? I Anſwer If they were Baptized, It muſt be by Dipping or ſprinkling, But they were baptized, but not by Dipping, therefore by ſprinkling. 2. If the baptized were upon dry ground it was by ſprinkling. 3. If the baptized were in motion in the Interim of the time of reception, then it was by ſprinkling. 4. If the great, and whole Hoſt were baptized in one night, it was by ſprinkling. 5. If there was but one Baptizor then it was done by ſprinkling: But there was but one Baptizor, even one Moſes. 6. If what is done from the Cloud is by drops, then it was done by ſprinkling. 7. Where there are Infants baptized as well as adult, it was and muſt be done by ſprinkling, but ſo it was here. If the ſmalleſt In­f [...]n [...] had not been baptized that lived to have children, how could all the fathers have been ſaid to be baptized 1 Cor. 1 [...].1, 2. But ſome will ſay this was an extraordinary Baptiſm and therefore not to be a pattern for ordinary adminiſtrations and performances. I Anſwer, whe­ther the bap [...]iſm be ordinary or extraordinary is not the queſtion here. But what the word baptizo does ſignifie and in what manner the Ordinance was performed. It is ſtrange if God Al­mighty ſhould perform his Immediate works in an unlawful manner, or in an Iregular manner; [Page] and does the holy Ghoſt uſe to bring Impertinent arguments? It is brought as an argument to the Corinthians that they would take heed of ſinning againſt God, under ſuch priviledges with­out real godlineſs. And if all muſt be rejected for argument that is brought from extraordina­ry, what uſe ſhall, or can be made of the whole Bible? Eſpecially the generality of the New Teſtament? Muſt there be a proof for any thing? All was done by extraordinary perſons upon extraordinary occaſions, and by extraordinary cauſes in the days of the Lord Jeſus, and his immediate ſervants. Muſt not the whole 11th Chapter of the Hebrews be razed for proof? Was not John Baptiſt baptizing ſuch a multitude in ſuch a place or places, and their confeſſion ex­traordinary? is the like to be produced? Was not the miſſion of Philip to the Eunuch Extra­ordinary, and his preaching to him and the ſucceſs of his preaching, and his baptizing and confeſſion, and all; Can any match it? And what of the New Teſtament is not? Why ſhould any Mortals have the face to caſt this as an obſtruction, when the thing in debate and queſti­on is what the word  [...] does ſignifie and how Paul doth underſtand it, and take it to ſignifie with reſpect to external baptiſm and this is a plain Scripture proof that he did take it to ſignifie ſprinkling and pouring upon, and this with reſpect to the whole Church of God, at that time upon Earth. And that it does not ſignifie, nor does he intend by it Dipping into water. In the meaning of Paul to the Corinthians, it was then in no other manner performed than what the ſmalleſt Infant might pertake of it, in the Red Sea; If it was not, how could all the fathers be baptized? And if his baptizing of the Corinthians had not been by the ſame man­ner; Or if they had not been baptized in the ſame manner, as to ſprinkling, as it was by God in the Red Sea: How might the Corinthians have ſaid that they had not the right Baptiſm, and that Moſes did Baptize with the Baptiſm that was more like an external ſign than Paul? And that they had more of the Goſpel Preached to them in the Red Sea from the cloud as to diſcover the Baptiſm of Chriſt with the holy Ghoſt than ever they had, and ſo have re­nounced their Baptiſm; If the Corinthians did not ſay this, many in our days would have ſaid it, and abundance more, and rejected Miniſtry and Baptiſm and all participation of ordi­nances with them, and called them lyers and antichriſtian; If Paul ſhould have baptized by Dipping or plunging, and yet expreſs the very ſame Baptiſm when performed by the Lord un­der the Miniſtry of Moſes by the ſame word, and it did clearly ſignifie to ſprinkle, and it might eaſily be proved that it was done by ſprinkling, What an advantage would the falſe teachers have taken to have rendred Pauls Miniſtry and labours null and void and ineffectual among the Corinthians? And they would have proved him an Impoſtor and an intruder upon them out of his own mouth, and from his own words, and this by Moſes, that they all acknowledged that God ſpake by, and how muſt this have deſtroyed Baptiſm from being of the Nature of a ſign, type and figure, He in all his Epiſtles aſſenting the Grace of God to be received by them, and they not received by that, or put into it. And he always aſſerting it to be given them by ſprinkling Heb. 10.22. Or ſhedding upon, Titus 3.5, 6. By this we may ſee how Paul was baptized himſelf in the houſe or chamber, Acts 9.18. He aſſerting ſprinkling with water to be baptizing. And how he baptized them in Acts 19.3, 4, 5, 6, And how he baptized the Jay­lor Acts 16.31, 32, 33. And how he baptized Lydia and her houſhold, Acts 16.14. If any one can ſhew ſo much ground for Pauls underſtanding and taking the word  [...] to ſig­nifie Dipping into water, for my part I ſhall thank them, and never revile them for what they bring for proof with that evidence of Scripture from Pauls writings in the Scripture as this is. For if Pauls Intentions by this word mentioning the means whereby it was done, and aſſert­ing their motion the while it was done, and place, they paſſed on the dry ground, Heb. 11.29. And the baptizing of all of them, had not been to ſet forth the manner of doing of it, by ſp [...]ink­ling, and if his adminiſtratron of it had not been the ſame way and in the ſame manner a­mongſt them, that is, if his external baptizing, and their being baptized had not been by ſprink­ling of water upon them: Then the deſign of the holy Ghoſt in preſenting the argument to them, to warn them to take heed of falling after the ſame manner muſt have been contradicted. The adminiſtration being not the ſame as to manner, which to ſome is the all, and if they I­magine it not to be the right way, though they have no Scripture but mens opinions, they will renounce their Baptiſm. And it muſt have had a contrary effect to have ſtirred up in them a diſlike of Paul and their Baptiſm, from his Expreſſions and adminiſtrations. As Firſt, it would have raiſed queſtions in their minds whether Pauls calling and his adminiſtrations had been from heaven, in that he adminiſtred baptiſm another way than what God did it by [Page] Moſes, and have made them doubt of all Baptiſm that was not performed by ſprinkling or pouring upon. 2. That they had more clear diſcovery of the Lord Jeſus, and his way of pour­ing out his ſpirit upon his people than they had by Paul and his Baptizing. 1. For the a­greement between the ſign and the thing ſignifyed, which was the ſpiritual baptizing by Chriſt, by the external baptizing with water. 2. For the eaſineſs comelineſs and glory of the man­n [...] of the adminiſtration, and their participation of it. 3. For the extent and univerſality of the ſu [...]iects receiving of it, Parents and children, even the ſmalleſt of Infants every Soul of them. 4. For the mercifulneſs and pity of God Almighty in it, for their health and preſervation, over what theirs was, that muſt have been dipt over head and ears, which is dangerous to moſt bodies. 5. For the advantages of time and place to partake of it at any time, and in any place, and not to be kept from it becauſe it was Winter, or for want of a Jordan to dip in. 6. For more unity with, and fulfilling of the Promiſes and Propheſies, Iſa. 52.15. Ezekiel 36.25. Ezek. 12.10. Joel 2.28. Whereas theirs, if it had been by Dipping, muſt be contrary to all theſe; if many poor hardened Souls, had ſo much as this to caſt in the face of Miniſters now, how would they Improve it? and expreſly publiſh it? 3. They might have queſtioned whe­ther the covenant that Paul had Preached had been the ſame covenant of grace that was made with Abraham, and further made known to Moſes, becauſe the manner of the adminiſtra­tion of the great ordinance of Initiation was ſo altered not only as to the application of water, to the perſons to whom, but the fewneſs of the perſons, and the limitation of time and place for the adminiſtration. 4. Then they might have Imagined that Paul did mean as contrary and different things by the ſame word at the ſame time about the ſame thing, at other times, and in other things he wrote to them about, and preſſed upon them, as he did about this word b [...]ptizing, if he ſhould have called that in the Red Sea baptizing, and yet have intended dip­ping by it when it ſet forth his manner of baptizing? 5. Then the word baptize muſt ſignifie two things with reſpect to external baptiſm that is, Dipping, and ſprinkling, but one thing as to internal baptiſm, and that is pouring upon or ſprinkling with. And this when dipping was and is Impoſſible. 6. This would have been urged by the falſe Apoſtles againſt Paul if he ſhould have done it contrary to Moſes, 7. Then they muſt have concluded that their baptiſm external was not a ſign of the Internal baptiſm. But ſomething by it ſelf. And without it can be diſcovered what it is, it muſt have been accounted null and void. Tenthly, Let us enquire how all the believing Jews and Church of the Circumciſion did underſtand this word  [...] whoſe Paſtors and Teachers did ſo often expreſs their minds in this word to them? And this we may find by their being preſent where this word was uſed, and other ſynonymous terms to expreſs it uſed alſo, and no manner of explication given to this word, nor to the other ex­preſſions ſetting of it forth, by them that expreſſed their minds to them by it; and no expli­cation required, nor objection made of their not underſtanding or knowing what was meant, and intended by it: as the Apoſtles did, and was uſual when they did not underſtand Chriſts Parables. They asked their Lord and maſter, the meaning of the Parable, this may be clearly obſerved from Acts 11.1, 2. when Peter came to Jeruſalem, they that were of the Circum­ciſion contended with him; and Peter maketh a repetition in order of the matter. And in verſe the 15th he ſaith as he began to ſpeak, the holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the be­gining, and this he calls baptizing in verſe the 16th, and all underſtood what he meant by the word in that they glorifyed God, ſaying, Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life, verſe 18. So alſo in the Great aſſembly Acts 15.4. which conſiſted of the Church, Apoſtles, and Elders. And the Jews were thouſands of them that did receive the word and believe, Acts 21.20.  [...], &c. And theſe are termed the Church Acts 15.4. And their officers were the Apoſtles and Elders and in verſe 12th they be called the multitude,  [...] from  [...], uſed again in Heb. 11.12. For the Stars of hea­ven for multitude. And all this multitude kept ſilence voluntarily It is not ſaid were kept in ſilence, or there was made ſilence, but they kept ſilence while Peter ſpake; and diſcovered Chriſts ſpiritual Baptizing of the Gentiles by giving them the holy Ghoſt as he did to the Apoſtles, and other believers. And put no difference between the believing Jews and them, purifying their hearts by faith, Acts 15.7, 8, 9. And in all this the ſame thing is intended that John foretold, and that Chriſt called the Baptizing with the holy Ghoſt. And Peter had alſo ſo called it before, Acts 11.16. And all kept ſilence as fully underſtanding what was [Page] meant and ſpoken. And Barnabas and Paul were there preſent too, and acquieſcing therein as knowing what was ſpoken and intended. Beſides Peters Epiſtle to the Circumciſion ſheweth that that they did underſtand it of ſprinkling, or that it was their duty ſo to do, 1 Peter 1.2. The ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt was that which ſanctified them. And the way whereby it was done was by ſprinkling, as the matter was Chriſts blood. So the Epiſtle to the He­brews, Heb. 10.22. Having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience. And the General Epiſtle of James James 4.8. And the ſame thing ſtill meant and intended that John the Bap­tiſt and Chriſt called baptizing with the holy Ghoſt. Matth. 3.11. Acts 1.5. Acts 11.15, 16. See alſo Titus 3.5, 6. 2 Tim. 1.9. And by Pauls declaring how Ananias came to him when he was in a houſe, and bid him ariſe and be baptized, Acts 22.16. Acts 9.18. This evi­denceth they underſtood it. He did not ſay ariſe and go forth, or ariſe and go into the wa­ter; But ariſe, why tarryeſt thou? ariſe and be baptized, calling upon the Name of the Lord. And we may ſee it alſo, in the Diſciples of John coming to him with that queſtion about pu­rifying, and calling it baptizing that they underſtood that the word ſignified, not Dipping but ſprinkling or pouring upon, by calling it purifying, John 3.25, 26. which is the ſame that Pe­ter called it, Acts 15.9. So Acts 2.38, 39. Eleventhly, Let us enquire How the believing Gen­tiles underſtood this word  [...], as far as their acceptation of it is recorded in Scripture? And that we may have ſome Diſcovery of from 1 Cor. 10.2. Where their ſprinkling in the Red Sea by the Cloud, or pouring upon is ſet forth by this word. No man living I ſuppoſe that ſtands in awe of wrangling againſt Scripture can give any other Diſcovery than by ſprink­ling from Scripture, of the Baptiſm there ſpoken of, and this was of the manner of the admini­ſtration of the viſible ſign, and this expreſly, and of all the whole hoſt, and not of ſome on­ly. And the place where, and the kind of it dry ground, Heb. 11.29. and the relation they ſtood unto them in, as Fathers by profeſſion, though not by natural generation, and then all that were exempted baptiſm of that great hoſt muſt not own God, or have God for their God. and that was not Infants a ſpan long in Iſrael, for they had God for their God. Deut. 29.10, 11, 12. and the Baptiſm of the Corinthians muſt be by ſprinkling to, or elſe they could not ſtand in that relation to them as children to fathers by profeſſion; Unleſs the Corinthians were of another mind, than many are of now, who account Dipping the only way, and enveigh againſt ſprinkling, and account Baptiſm that way, as no baptiſm, for they muſt renounce that, and be dipped, though ſcarce any part can be truly according to Scripture acceptation of Dip­ping, ſaid to be Dipped, but only put in ſome part under water. I am perſwaded that in our days many would have renounced them to be their Fathers by profeſſion in religion that had been baptized by ſprinkling. Though how ever men eſteem it, thus the holy Ghoſt has ſtiled them, to the believing profeſſing Corinthians. And this not ſuch as were truly Godly, neither that God had ſucceeded their outward baptiſm with the Inward, but ſuch, as with many of whom God was not well pleaſed 1 Cor. 10.4, 5, 6. The like relation is aſſerted by Peter, Acts 15.10. and owned by all in that aſſembly. So in Gal. 3.27. It is called a putting on of Chriſt, and Surely they underſtood it. Though putting on of a garment, or any thing elſe, by any perſon upon another is not by putting the perſon into the garment or any thing, but put­ting that upon the perſon. So 1 Cor. 12.13. It is called a baptizing by the ſpirit into one bo­dy; Now the ſpirit do not take the perſon into the Church the body of Chriſt, but confers the priviledg of Adoption upon him, John 1.11, 12. and what is rendered unto  [...] is the ſame that is rendered into, 1 Cor. 10.2. Certainly that Great hoſt could not be put into Moſes his perſon, Titus 3.6. It is called a ſhedding upon, and did not the believing Gentiles underſtand this? How then were they taught, and how could Titus teach others alſo? and why was it a ſin in any to teach otherwiſe? Rom. 6.3, 4, 5. It is ſet forth to them as a burying with Chriſt. Did not they underſtand what it meant? Did ever any dead perſon go into the grave himſelf? Or did ever any bury another without applying the matter wherewith he was buried to him? whether earth, or ſtones &c. The ſtone was rolled to the mouth of the Sepulchre in which Chriſt was buryed. Abſolom had a heap raiſed upon him. The buryal of a perſon is putting the Corps into the grave in order to be covered with earth. The word  [...] rendered by Sepul­tura is mentioned Matth. 27.7. The field to bury ſtrangers in, where they were laid and co­vered with earth.  [...] a ſepulchre, a grave, or place where the dead are laid, not that in­to which they go. Our Saviour did not go into the ſepulchre, but they laid him there, Matth. 27.60.  [...] uſed Rom. 6.4. rendered by Sepelior ſignifieth to be buryed or be [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page] laid in the earth together, buryed hid or concealed; It comes from  [...] uſed Matth. 8.21. That in Jer. 8.1, 2. Sheweth that when their bones were laid in the open view of all in the ſight of the Sun and all the hoſt of heaven, and not covered, that then they were not buryed; Not put into the earth, and covered, but lay upon the face of the earth as dung. The Hebrew word is  [...] and ſignifieth ſuch a buryal as Abraham and Sarah had. Gen. 25.10. Was not the Sharp knives that J ſhua made to circumciſe the children of Iſrael applyed to the fleſh of the perſon, and not the fleſh applyed to the knife? Col. 2.11, 12. Do any underſtand what theſe ex­preſſions ſignifie now, and did none of the believers that were wrote unto in theſe Epiſtles underſtand it, then? That which is called by Chriſt a being born of water, and of the holy Ghoſt. John 3.3, 5. is called alſo by the ſame ſpirit a being baptized into one body, 1 Cor. 12, 13. And being buryed with Chriſt, Rom. 6.4. And baptized into Chriſt, Gall. 2.27. and if it be a baptizing into Chriſt, it muſt be a new birth, for if any man be in Chriſt he is a new creature 2 C [...]r. 5.17. and if this had not been underſtood, how ſhould they know what was wrote, or what he meant, when he expreſſed his mind by baptizing into Cnriſt? Twelfthly, Let us Enquire how all the Jews and the Phariſees; That were none of the acceptors or em­bracers of the Goſpel, and believers in Chriſt, but Rejectors of Chriſt and John and his bap­tiſm did underſtand this word?  [...] and how they did uſe it, and to find out what they intended by this word; and what they intended by it, we may have inſight into, by conſidering the matter they expreſſed by it, and the Synonymous terms they uſed to expreſs the ſame thing by. Now it is clear that it was their religious purification that they expreſſed by this word  [...] Luke 11.38. and Mark 7.4, 8. In that our Lord Jeſus diſcovered their intention in it to be a worſhiping of God, Mark 7.6, 7. Matth. 15.7, 8, 9. Matth. 23.25, 26, 27. and their way of religious purifying was by ſprinkling of the water of ſeparation upon the unclean, by a clean perſon, Numbers 19.18, 19. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19. to 23. and they did ſin againſt the expreſs command of God, If they did do it any other wiſe, and that the whole of the Religion of  [...]he Scribes and Phariſees, and all the Jews, lay in a ſtrict obſervation and keeping to the letter of the law, eſpecially the leſſer matters thereof is as clear, Rom. 2.17, 27. Matth. 19.18, 19. The young man that obſerved and kept all from his youth does ſhew it That they did purifie, and were to purifie is as clear, becauſe it was not put an end to till the death of Chriſt, and that they expreſſed their purifying by this word is as clear as any thing elſe from this text, Luke 11.38. Whence they had the word is no matter; Be ſure we may that they did not uſe it in Imitation of John, nor of Chriſt: For John they ſaid had a Devil, and for Chriſt they ſaid he did caſt out Devils by Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils; and they made a law that whoſoever did confeſs Chriſt ſhould be put out of the Synagogue, John 9. This is clear that they did uſe this word  [...] to ſignifie and expreſs their ſprinkling thereby. And they could have had no  [...]ew or pretence for accuſing any for non-obſervance of it, if it had not been performed according to the Law by ſprinkling, nor never could have pretended any ſhew of religion in it, though for the particular matter it might be the tradition of the Elders, Philip 3.6, 7. Had they not had a law they could never have pre­tended to righteouſneſs in it: Touching the righteouſneſs that is in the law blameleſs. So Rom. 9.30, 31, They going about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs: Iſrael which followed after the law of righteouſneſs. Beſides, it could never have born the Name of cleanſing or purifying, or making clean, or purging, had it not been with reſpect to the Law, and thus Our Lord Je­ſus the true and faithful witneſs is pleaſed to ſtile it, Matth. 23.25, 26. and this with reſpect to all the Phariſees, Now do ye Phariſees make clean the outſide of the cup and platter; Luke 11.39. So Matth. 25.26. which none can make to be meant in a civil reſpect or humane cleanſing. Becauſe Chriſt Blames them for neglecting their inward wickedneſs, and for draw­ing near to God with the mouth only in it. The word for to make clean is  [...] con­ſtantly uſed in the New Teſtament with reſpect to a religious cleanſing or purifying, Heb. 9.14. 1 John 1.7. Heb. 9.22, 23. Matth. 10.8, 23, 25. Luke 11.39. Matth. 7.9. Matth. 11.5. Luke 7.22. Mark 7.19. Acts 15.9. Ephe. 5.26. James 4.8. Titus 2.14. 1 John 1.9, 2 Cor. 7.1. and ſo alſo the Noun from it, John 3.26. Heb. 1.3. John 3.25. Luke 2.22. 2 Peter 1.9. Mark 1.44. Luke 5.14. and ſhould they have performed their additional purifying any other way, than what the law did enjoyn in all caſes where the law did command it; This would have made their own traditions have been known from Gods commands, and the people would [Page] have obſerved them accordingly. And beſides, was it likely, That the Phariſees who were for the leſſer matters of the law and for an eaſie light religion themſelves, whatever burthens they did lay upon others, would turn ſprinkling upon ſome part of the body to the Dipping of the whole perſon in water? and this ſo frequent as they did baptize, which was as often as they did eat, and this of all the Jews too Mark 7.1, 2, and Immediately before Dinner, and beſides the perſon that was unclean was not to touch the water him ſelf, for whatſoever he did touch he did defile, and whatſoever he did touch, and if any one elſe did touch him he was defiled, Numbers 19.22. John 8.28. And how then could he that was looked upon un­clean be dipt into it? And who could graſp him, and not touch the water, and yet dip him? or how could he and the unclean perſon go together into the water as ſome Imagin Philip and the Eunuch did? Acts 8.38. And where could they have a clean perſon? for ſuch a one they muſt have to cleanſe, them if it were with water, and the Prieſt, if it were with blood; Numb. 19.18, 19. Levit. 7.14. If all were to be dipt before they did eat they muſt not all eat at one hour, and with knowledg of one anothers hour, who ſhould be capable to dip the reſt elſe? and how few could they have for ſtrength to perform this act of their Bap­tizing to all ſorts of perſons of whatſoever age or ſex? and either ſuch as did do it muſt never be unclean or capable of Defilement, or muſt never eat themſelves, or not be of the Phariſees, or Jews Religion, and where ſhould they have pits or Rivers enough to go into to dip after this manner? and if it was in their preſent wearing apparel, they muſt all have abundance of change. And if without apparel that they did Baptize, they muſt be ſo far from Religion, as not to have humanity; Baptize they did, but if it was by dipping ſo often as they did Baptize, it muſt be altogether Impoſſible and Intolerable, as to baptizers and Baptized; Therefore believe it who can ſuppoſing they kept to the letter of the Law, it muſt be done by ſprinkling. And John the Baptiſt did it the ſame way why, elſe did the Phariſees ſo ſtile his bap­tizing, John 1.24, 25. and this as meſſengers to examine and to carry tydings to the Sanedrim at Jeruſa­lem, and as ſent out to that end by them. Would they give Johns baptiſm a wrong Denomination or title in love to it, and if in hatred never raiſe one quarrel in one word againſt the doing of it? They made more conſcience then, than thouſands in our days do, if they did do ſo. However this is certain that they muſt ſtep beyond the Devil in what he did in his diſpute with Chriſt, Mat. 4. And beyond what the Sadduces did in denying the Reſurrection, Matt. 22.23, to 32. If they make any gain-ſaying of the expreſs Scrip­ture that declares that their purifying was by ſprinkling, and this they called baptizing, and this with re­ſpect to the external baptizing with water, John 1.24, 25. Luke 11.38. and the ſame we have alſo in Mark 7.2, 3, 4, 8. Where the utenſils mentioned ſome at leaſt, were not poſſible to be dipped by any one ſingle perſon. The matter is clear, that their baptizings were their religious waſhings, how elſe could they be ſaid to draw near to God with the mouth, and with the outward man in it? and by the command of God this was to be performed by ſprinkling. And who can prove that they had turned it to Dipping? Does not Chriſts call it purifying, and making clean of the outſide of the cup and platter? and does not this prove that it was not changed as to manner, tho as to matter it was their own inventions. If any can give from Scripture ſuch or more evidence that they did dip in their religious purifications, then there will be matter for faith to believe; But till then, all that men ſay muſt go for Dogma, an opinion. But a little further, that we may find out the acceptation of this one word among theſe worthy Phariſees and unbe­lieving Jews, whoſe Element was old Mumſimus, let us view the Synonymous terms whereby this one word  [...], is ſet forth, and the matter intended by it expreſſed in Scripture, in their Dialougues with Chriſt. And one word that is frequently uſed to expreſs the ſame thing that at other times they expreſſed by baptizing is  [...]; and its compound  [...], and that is a word that is uſed to expreſs the ſame thing that they did at another time call Baptizing. It is applyed to waſhing of the face, Mat. 6.17. Which is not by dipping the face into the water, if it be taken in a civil ſenſe. It is uſed to expreſs the ſame thing with Baptize, Mat. 15.2, 20. and Mark 7.1, 2, 3, 4. and the ſame thing or action is ſet forth by  [...]. In Luke 11.38. from the Phariſees own month. And our Saviour manifeſts that it was the mind and practice of all the reſt of that Sect. and the holy Ghoſt witneſſeth expreſly that it was the mind of all the Jews, Mark 7.1, 2. and their Practice too. And they of Jeruſalem as well as they of the countrey. Mark 7.1, 2. Compared with Luke 11.38, 39. They found fault when they ſaw ſome of his Diſciples eat bread with defiled, that is to ſay, with unwaſhen hands  [...], and in v. 3.  [...], and the action or matteri [...] called expreſſed by  [...], and there is this Reaſon rendered, why they found fault with ſome of Christs Diſciples for eating bread with defiled hands, was, Becauſe the Phariſees, and all the Jewes, except they waſh their hands  [...]ft, eat not, holding the tradition of the Elders. Surely that is a very unfitting and unſeaſonable time to dip the  [...]and all over, but if it had been but the hands, that were to be purified, for to cleanſe the whole perſon, yet the  [...]hole perſon or thing that was to be purified, was looked upon as unclean, See Heb. 9.19, 20, 21, 22. tho the hands  [...]  [...]ſon, or the outſide of the cup and platter were, being purified, the whole was clean: Like the ſaying  [...] Saviour to Pet. John 12. [...].10. but Remember we ought, that the  [...] [Page] it were ſprinkled on him. By this it appeareth that the application was by ſprinkled when expreſſed by  [...]  [...] The ſame we have expreſſed by the Phariſee Himſelf in Luke 11.33.  [...] If any obje [...] and ſay, That th [...]ſe are not the Phariſees expreſſions in Mark 7.3, 4. &c. But of the Evangeliſt, I Anſwer, will a [...]y c [...]m [...] to that height in Impudency, as to accuſe the ſpirit of God ſpeaking in the Pen-men of the holy Scripture; as if that was to be questioned. Or that they did report falſities. And if they did not ſpeak it, if the holy Ghost did re­port it of them, is it not authentick? It is a great mistake that many are under who Immagine, that the waſhing of the hands we read of in the New Tiſtament, in uſe among the Jews, was a civil waſhing, and ſo to be per­formed as perſons do now in their civil and humane cleanſing of themſelves, as they pleaſe their own way this is a great miſtake. For their waſhing of their hands, was a religious waſhing, and made matter of conſcience among them, and agreat piece of their religion. If not the moſt Phariſaical: But the purifying was a duty command­ed, and the manner of it exactly by God Almighty; as may appear at full in Lev. 14. Numb. 19. and Heb. 9. and the unclean was not to touch the water, becauſe whatſoever he did touch, was unclean, and if he could defile the Sanctuary, then ſurely the water of ſeperation. If he could defile one clean thing, he might defile another. And God almighty was pleaſed to appoint a clean perſon to ſprinkle the water upon them, and if he did touch the water, he was defiled; and therefore he was to do it with a Bunch of hyſſop, Numb. 19.18, 19, 21. verſes. And the tent, and the veſſels in the tent, that were uncovered were to be ſprinkled with the water of ſeparation upon them, and thence it is, that they are ſaid to make clean the outſide of the cup and platter, Becauſe they ſprinkled the water upon them with the bunch of hyſſ [...]p. And ſome of the things mentioned Mark 7.4. No one perſon was no more capable of Dipping than any one is capable of Dipping, Perſons of any ſex or age, as  [...], and alſo their cleanſing was not by a fountain ſtream or pool, but by water kept in a veſſel to that end, Numb. 19.9. As the blood was ſprinkled out of a baſon, Exod 12.22. The blood of the paſchal Lamb; and the blood of the Bullocks, Exod 2 [...].6, 7. Compare that with Heb. 19 20, 22, 23. And John 13.5. The water that Chriſt purified his diſ­ciples feet was out of a baſon: If that had been their manner to waſh the feet by dipping them into the baſon, then Mary her dropping tears upon Chriſts feet had been Irregular; whereas Chriſt doth own it for a waſhing, Luke 7.33. The word is  [...] which ſignifieth to rain. But if it could be Proved that the Phariſees did dip, yet that could not make it a duty ſo to do, they having no divine warrant for ſuch a way of purifying, But in ſtead of being a duty it was a notorious ſin against the very letter of the law. And then ſurely Chriſt would never have called it a cleanſing, or purifying, that they violated the command of God in the performance of; no [...] never would Chriſt or John Baptiſt have Imitated them. From all which it doth appear to any reſpector of Scripture, that the word  [...] does ſignifie only to apply the water in baptiſm to the perſon, and not puttin [...] the perſon into the water, nor any part of the perſon, according to the Phariſees acceptation of the word, and by the Teſtimony of all that have been the great publiſhers, and recorders of it, in the New Teſtament. From al [...] which the evidence hath been produced. But ſome may object, That what is recorded of the Phariſees, and the Jews about their baptizings in the New Teſtament was but their own traditions, and of the Elders: And therefore there is no ground to prove, that their performance of it was the ſame way that they performed their legal purifications which was by ſprinkling: I anſwer, It was theirs for matter, having made their cere­monial defilements to come in abundance of more ways, and from more things than God made it. But as to the manner and way of performance, it muſt be, and was the ſame way, as the Lord commanded by ſprinkling That ſo their threſhold might be ſet by Gods threſhold, and their Poſt by Gods Post; or elſe their traditions would have been known from Gods commands, and ſo their wares would not have gone off with the people. 2. From the high eſteem that they pretended to have of Moſes and the ambition to be his Diſciples accounted, which made for their reputation among the people, and nothing would have blaſted them ſooner then to have ſhewed con­tempt of Moſes; John 9.28, 29. 3. As to the matter of the defilement Impoſed, for that they might have ſome fair colour and ſhew; For the law did aſſert, that whoſoever did touch any thing that the unclean perſon did touch was unclean, Numb. 19.22. And they did not know but when they had been at markets, or the like, they might touch ſome ſuch thing, and therefore, they had a colour for their additions; and eſpecially when they were ſo mixed among the Romans and Samaritans. Here they had a convering for their Inventions, but  [...] the manner of application of Water in purifying, or for the kind of the Water to be made, there they could have none, the Law being ſo exactly known and daily learned by the Jews and their Children; and ſhould th [...] have done it, this would have caſt contempt upon Moſes way as inſufficient. 4. This would have made th [...] Traditions to have been more burdenſom than Moſes's Law and God's Command, and made them to the P [...] ple worſe than Pharoah's Task-maſters. 5. This would have been to the detriment of their own Bodies, a [...] the Bodies of their Diſciples; and ſo much the more, as the Countrey was hot, and they in a heat in their  [...] ing from Markets. 6. This would have poſſeſt the People with Prejudice againſt them, as counting t [...] ſelves wiſer than Moſes. 7. This would have made them their own cleanſers, purifiers, and baptizers, co [...] to the Law, ſhould they have dipt in their hands themſelves. 8. This would have made the bunch of H [...]  [...]ve made that what the unclean perſon did touch, was not defiled  [...] [Page] could any have been defiled by touching of it: and ſo there would have been no need of any clean­ſing neither of God's Institution, nor of their Invention. 10. Should they have Dipped, this would have deſtroyed the uſe of the Priesthood, and rendred them uſeleſs; for if they could cleanſe themſelves when defiled with water, and ſo often? why not alſo with blood that was more ſeldom, Lev. 7, 14.

§
Reaſons to prove, That as the Scribes and Phariſees did not dare to intend dipping by baptizing; So that they did, and muſt intend ſprinkling by their baptizing.
	1. From the letter of the Law that required it, and was ſo well known amongſt them, Num. 19.18, 19.
	2. From their reſting in, as well as keeping to, the letter of the Law, as their righteouſneſs, Rom. 2.17.27 Rom. 9.30, 31. Phil. 3.4, 5, 6. Matth. 19.17, 18, 19, 20.
	3. From the Titles, or Denominations given to it, as purifying, cleanſing, waſhing, &c. Which Ti­tles the Holy Ghoſt gives alſo to baptizing in the New Teſtament, John 3.25, 26. Acts 15.9. 1 John 1.7, 9. Heb. 10.22. Heb. 9.13, 14, 19, to 23. Matth. 23.25, 26. Luke 11.38, 39, 40. Acts 21.20, 21, 24, 25, 26.
	4. By our Saviours expreſſing the ſame thing by purifying or cleanſing, which they called bap­tizing, Luke 11.38, 39, 40. Matth, 23.25, 26.  [...].
	5. Becauſe it was applied to the Out-ſide of the Cup and Platter, by Chriſt's own teſtimony. And this was according to the Law, Numb. 19.18, 19, 20. compared with Matth. 23.25, 26. upon the Veſſels and the Tent.
	6. From the things baptized, which was their Beds and Tables, as well as their Pots, Cups and Hands, Mark 7.1, 2. to 4, and 8, 9.
	7. From the Holy Ghoſt's expreſſing that which is called baptizing, by ſprinkling; but never expreſſeth it by dipping, Heb. 10.22. 1 Pet. 1.2. Ezek. 36.25. Iſa. 52.15.
	8. From its being a type of the ſame thing, that Baptiſm was then a type of, and is now, Pſalm 1.5, 6. Acts 2.38, 39. 1 Pet. 3.21. Heb. 9.13, 14. Heb. 10.22.
	9. From the ſame thing being expreſſed by  [...] and  [...], which ſignifieth the applica­ion of water to the Subject, but not the Subject to the Water, Mat. 6.17. John 13.5. to 11. Mat. 15.2, 20. and Mark 7.1, 2, 3.
	10. In that the baptizing was in the ſame manner to perſons as it was to things, Mark 7.2, 3, 4, 8. v.
	11. From the pertinency, readineſs and fulneſs of the Anſwers, that Chriſt giveth to their Accu­ations, Mark 7.1, 2, to 9. Mat. 15.2, 7, 8, 9. and Luke 11, 38, 39, 40.
	12. From their frequent doing of it; and this by all the Jews: They did not eat, except they baptize their hands often. Which, if well conſidered, renders it impoſſible, as well as intolerable, to be performed any other way than by ſprinkling. For it was impoſſible that they ſhould baptize by dipping every time they did eat, and yet live, or have wherewith to do it.


FINIS.


ERRATA.
PAge 4. line 15. for ſſnners, read ſinners. p. 9, l. 29. f. perſion r. perſon. p. 10. l. 11. f.  [...] r.  [...]. l. 21. f. ftr. it, p. 11. l. 11. f. Gal. 5.27. r. Gal. 3.27, p. 12. l. 37. f. could r. would, p. 14. l. ult. f. aw r. ſaw, p. 20. l. 23. f. nſet r. ſet. l. 52. f. pody r. body, p. 23. l. 5. f. affable r. afiable, l. 18. f. Zech. 12.12. r. Zech. 12.10. p. 28. l. 3. f. at r. as, p. 30. l. 48. for oue r. out, p. 33. l. 2. f. ye r. yet, p. 35. l. 2. for Ezekiel 36.27. r. Ezekiel 36.37, p. 37. l. 4. f. fadged r. fodged, p. 38. l. ult. f. hey r. they, p. 39. l. 37. us is wanting, p. 43. l. 35. f. aſſenting r. aſſerting, p. 44. l. 13. f. Ezek. 12.10. r. Zech. 12.10.


Information about this book
Title statement
Plain and exquisite Scripture-proof, that St. John Baptist and the blessed Apostles, and all the primitive baptizers, did baptize by sprinkling, or pouring water upon the person or persons they baptized, and not by dipping the person into water ... also some observations upon Mr. Keach's reflections upon my late treatise, intituled, Plain and express Scripture proofs, that John Baptist did as certainly baptize infants in the church of the Jews as the adult, with the confirmation of the truth reflected against by him / by Joshua Exell ...Exell, Joshua.
Edition statement
1693
Publication
	Publisher
	Text Creation Partnership,
	Place of publication
	Ann Arbor, MI ; Oxford (UK) :
	Date
	2014-11 (EEBO-TCP Phase 2).
	ID [DLPS]
	A39051
	ID [STC]
	Wing E3857
	ID [STC]
	ESTC R15010
	ID [EEBO-CITATION]
	11846881
	ID [OCLC]
	ocm 11846881
	ID [VID]
	49852
	Availability
	This keyboarded and encoded edition of the work described above is co-owned by the institutions providing financial support to the Early English Books Online Text Creation Partnership. Searching, reading, printing, or downloading EEBO-TCP texts is reserved for the authorized users of these project partner institutions. Permission must be granted for subsequent distribution, in print or electronically, of this EEBO-TCP Phase II text, in whole or in part.


Series
Early English books online text creation partnership.Notes
(EEBO-TCP ; phase 2, no. A39051)
Transcribed from: (Early English Books Online ; image set 49852)
Images scanned from microfilm: (Early English books, 1641-1700 ; 28:21)
Source
 — Plain and exquisite Scripture-proof, that St. John Baptist and the blessed Apostles, and all the primitive baptizers, did baptize by sprinkling, or pouring water upon the person or persons they baptized, and not by dipping the person into water ... also some observations upon Mr. Keach's reflections upon my late treatise, intituled, Plain and express Scripture proofs, that John Baptist did as certainly baptize infants in the church of the Jews as the adult, with the confirmation of the truth reflected against by him / by Joshua Exell ..., Exell, Joshua.. Extent
[8], 49 p. 
Printed for the author, and are to be sold by Thomas Parkhurst ... and by William Langford ...,. London :: 1693..  (Errata: p. 49.) (Reproduction of original in Bodleian Library.)
Creation
Created by converting TCP files to TEI P5 using tcp2tei.xsl, TEI @ Oxford. 
Editorial practices
EEBO-TCP is a partnership between the Universities of Michigan and Oxford and the publisher ProQuest to create accurately transcribed and encoded texts based on the image sets published by ProQuest via their Early English Books Online (EEBO) database (http://eebo.chadwyck.com). The general aim of EEBO-TCP is to encode one copy (usually the first edition) of every monographic English-language title published between 1473 and 1700 available in EEBO.
EEBO-TCP aimed to produce large quantities of textual data within the usual project restraints of time and funding, and therefore chose to create diplomatic transcriptions (as opposed to critical editions) with light-touch, mainly structural encoding based on the Text Encoding Initiative (http://www.tei-c.org).
The EEBO-TCP project was divided into two phases. The 25,363 texts created during Phase 1 of the project have been released into the public domain as of 1 January 2015. Anyone can now take and use these texts for their own purposes, but we respectfully request that due credit and attribution is given to their original source.
Users should be aware of the process of creating the TCP texts, and therefore of any assumptions that can be made about the data.
Text selection was based on the New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (NCBEL). If an author (or for an anonymous work, the title) appears in NCBEL, then their works are eligible for inclusion. Selection was intended to range over a wide variety of subject areas, to reflect the true nature of the print record of the period. In general, first editions of a works in English were prioritized, although there are a number of works in other languages, notably Latin and Welsh, included and sometimes a second or later edition of a work was chosen if there was a compelling reason to do so.
Image sets were sent to external keying companies for transcription and basic encoding. Quality assurance was then carried out by editorial teams in Oxford and Michigan. 5% (or 5 pages, whichever is the greater) of each text was proofread for accuracy and those which did not meet QA standards were returned to the keyers to be redone. After proofreading, the encoding was enhanced and/or corrected and characters marked as illegible were corrected where possible up to a limit of 100 instances per text. Any remaining illegibles were encoded as <gap>s. Understanding these processes should make clear that, while the overall quality of TCP data is very good, some errors will remain and some readable characters will be marked as illegible. Users should bear in mind that in all likelihood such instances will never have been looked at by a TCP editor.
The texts were encoded and linked to page images in accordance with level 4 of the TEI in Libraries guidelines.
Copies of the texts have been issued variously as SGML (TCP schema; ASCII text with mnemonic sdata character entities); displayable XML (TCP schema; characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or text strings within braces); or lossless XML (TEI P5, characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or TEI g elements).
Keying and markup guidelines are available at the Text Creation Partnership web site.

OPS/toc.html
Contents

		Title page

		Some Obſervations upon the Reflections made by Mr. Keach upon my late Treatiſe, Intituled, A ſerious Enquiry into and certain produceing of plain and expreſs Scripture-Proof, That John Baptiſt did as certainly Baptize Infants when he adminiſtred Baptiſm to the Church of the Jews, as the Adult.

		A Serious Enquiry into, and a certain producing of, clear and expreſs Scripture Proof of the Way and Manner of John Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, when they firſt adminiſtred it to the Church of the Jews.

		ERRATA.

		[About this book]



Guide

		[Title page]

		[The book]

		[About this book]





