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THe number of thoſe whoſe bowels yearn for their dayly bread, be­fore they can earn a penny to buy it, do eminently exceed all the reſt of the people in any Nation; and their extream poverty makes them uncapable of paying, if truſt­ed; So that to keep them from Farthings, and ſuch ſmall exchanges, were to ſtarve three quarters of the people, and withal to break, and ſo in fine, to ſtarve all theſe multitude of petty Retailers, who ſells onely theſe poor all neceſſaries for life.
This neceſſity enforceth thoſe Retailors, for want of a publique allowed Token, to make Tokens of Pence, Half-Pence, and Farthings, and therein, as in all elſe, to grind the faces of the poor, by wholly refuſing, or at beſt, giving but what they pleaſe, for their own late vented Tokens.
This unreſiſtable want of ſmall exchanges, is yet cleerer by the general acceptance of the Rump two pences, Dutch Stivers, and French Souces.
Theſe experiences, together with the obſerved [Page]waſte of Bulloin by loſs of ſmall Coyn, hath ever produced Copper or Braſs Tokens in all Nations for the neceſſary traffick and ſubſiſtance of the needy, chuſing rather to endure the miſcheif of counter­feits, then the dying groans of their ſtarved poor.
Tokens therefore being as neceſſary as Bread, it is the ſame charity to provide that ſilver be repayed for all Tokens, as that a penny loaf ſhall weigh ſo many Ounces, without which care the poor would quickly be forced to give a penny for one ounce of bread, as now they do ten pence to ſome chandlers of their own Farthings for a two-penny loaf.
Maſter Slingsby of the Mint, to accomodate the poor, and prevent counterfeits, propoſeth a Far­thing of an intrinſick worth; but conſiders not that if he juſtly performe it, their burthen will be ſo intollerable, that the Chandlor will not ſell his ware for them, becauſe in one week he will have a Cart load of them, and withal, will not know how to get ſilver for them, without which he breaks, becauſe though he ſells by Farthing par­cells, yet be buyeth by pounds and ſhillings.
Next, though Mr. Slingsby be ſtill of ſo publique a Spirit, to give his pains for no gains, yet the people, who have ſo lately been ſo cheated by pre­tenders to this publique ſpirit, may reaſonably de­ſire ſure ſecurity, that he, and all under, and af­ter him, ſhall never leſſen his waight, embaſe his Mettal, or refuſe to return ſilver for his Tokens, without loſs of time or money to the people, and that he will alſo take all Counterfeits that ſhall deceive them, under colour of his.
[Page]
Yet if he would undertake to ſecure all this, which no ſecurity can, until he can afford Copper and labour as cheap as the Sweads, and withal bind both Sweads and Dutch from ſending us in lighter and courſer Copper Farthings, which cannot be diſcerned, without a Touch-ſtone, and Gold weights in every Family, if theſe impoſſibilities could be ſecured, yet the King loſeth the Noble in the pound which Sir Edward Ford offereth, with certain ſecurity and clear evidence that he can per­forme all. And yet deſires no Monopoly of Tokens, but that all, who will ſo ſecure the people from all damage, and pay the Noble, as he offereth, may alſo make Tokens, ſo they uſe not his Invention, which the Law gives him for fourteen years, and the King he doubts not, will allow him.
FINIS.
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