The Christians zodiake, or, Twelve signes of predestination unto life everlasting written in Lattin by Ieremie Drexelius. — Zodiacus Christianus locupletatus. English
The Christians zodiake, or, Twelve signes of predestination unto life everlasting written in Lattin by Ieremie Drexelius. — Zodiacus Christianus locupletatus. English


Table of contents
	Title page
	The Author to the READER.
	§

	§
	The Chriſtian Zodiake.	The firſt Signe, of Predeſtination, Is a Burning Taper.	The 2. Paragraph.
	The 3. Paragraph.


	§
	The ſecond Signe Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The 2. Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.


	§
	The third Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.


	§
	The fourth Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.


	§
	The fifth Signe Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſeco•d Paragraph.
	The 3. Parag aph.
	Creſcit adverſis agitata virtus.
	The fourth Paragraph.


	§
	The Sixth Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The fi•ſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The th rd Paragraph.


	§
	The ſeventh Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.


	§
	The Eighth Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.


	§
	The Ninth Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.
	The fourth Paragraph.
	The 5. Paragraph.
	The 6 Paragraph.
	The 7. Paragraph.


	§
	The Tenth Signe, Of Predeſtination,	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.


	§
	The eleventh ſigne, Of Predeſtination.	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragraph.


	§
	The twelfth ſigne, Of Predeſtination.	The firſt Paragraph.
	The ſecond Paragraph.
	The third Paragrah.




	A Treatiſe added as a Crowne to the twelve ſignes of Predeſtination, Of the great ſcarcity of the predeſtinate.


§
[Page]
[Page]
The Christians Zodiake or TWELUE SIG­nes of Predesti­nation unto Life euerlaſting.
Written in Lattin by Ieremie Drexelius
LONDON Printed for William Willſon Anno Dom: 1647
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Apreporatio to Death
Renouncei [...] Worldly thing [...]
Frequenting Sermons
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The Author to the READER.
[Page]
[Page]
J Preſent thee here (pious Reader) with 12 ſignes of Divine Predeſtination, collected at ſpare houres out of the ſacred Scrip­  [...]ures and holy Fathers; which for the helpe of me­morie beare each one their Device or Impres in the  [...]ront of them. This Glaſse,  [...]f thou ſhalt take daily into  [...]hy hands, to dreſſe thy ſelf  [...]herein, and diligently  [...]ark how many of theſe  [...]ignes thou diſcovereſt in [Page] thy ſelfe; whether all, or none, one, or but a few, thou wilt be able (if thou altereſt not thy courſe) to give a near conjecture in whether booke thy name bee writ­ten, either of Life, or Death: which bookes are for the preſent ſhut up, not to bee opened, till the laſt Generall day; when thoſe, who ſhall not be found re­corded in the book of Life, ſhall be caſt into the dread­full lake of Fire: whereas thoſe, whoſe names are re­giſtred in Heaven, ſhall participate of a joy, which neither knowes a Meaſure nor an End.


§
[Page]
Series Signorum.
	I. 1. THE firſt ſigne of Pred ſti­nation, is An internall light; which beares for it's De­vice, a burning Taper. The Motto is: Thy Word is a Lanthorne to my feet, and a light unto my paths, Pſal. 119.

	II. 2. A re [...]dineſſe to dye. The De­vice, A dead mans Scull. The Motto: I deſire to be diſſo [...]ved, and to be with Chriſt. Phil. 1.

	III. 3. Frequentation of Sacra­ments. Device, The ſacred Eucha­  [...]iſt: The Motto: He that eateth of this bread ſhal not dye. Joh. 6.

	IV. 4. Contempt of world [...]y things. The Device, A bare Altar diſpoy­  [...]ed of all its ornamen [...]s. The Mot­to is: But what things were gain  [...]o me, thoſe I counted loſſe for Chriſt. Ph l 3.7.

	V. 5. Patience in the midſt of long affliction. The Device, A Roſe tree. The Motto: You are bleſſed who weep now, for you ſhall laugh Luke 6.

	VI. 6. Frequenting of Sermons. Device, A Fig tree. The Word is: The wiſe man ſhall increaſe his wiſedome by hearing. Pro. 1.

	VII. 7. Almes deeds, beſtowed with a tender affection. The Device, A Balſome tree. The Motto: God hath committed the care of his neighbour to every one. Eccl. 17.

	VIII. 8. Selfe contempt. The Im­pres, The Cypreſſe tree. The Mot­to: Unleſſe you become as little infants, you ſhall not enter into the kingdome of Heaven. Mat. 18.

	IX. 9. Love of our enemies. The Device, Two thwarted Lances, combined with an Olive wreath, The Motto: bee not vanquiſhed by evill; but by good conquer e­vill. Rom. 12.

	X. 10. Deteſtation of our paſſed ſinnes. The Device, A rod and Scourge. The Motto: I will come preſently to thee, and remove thy candleſtick out of its place, un­leſſe thou doe rep [...]nt. Apoc. 2.

	XI. 11. Propenſion of ou [...] w ll o Good. The Device An Anchor. The Motto: I have inclined my heart to fulfill thy ſtatutes for e­ver. Pſal. 119.

	XII. 12. Moderation of our paſſi­ons, or the victory of temptati­ons. The Device, A ſtrung Lute. The Motto: Thy deſire ſhall bee ſubject unto thee, and thou ſhalt maſter it. Gen. 3.


The Coronides of the Zodiake, Is a ſhort diſcourſe of the ſcarcity of the Predeſtinate.


§
[Page]
Embleme j
Inward Light
Thy Word is a Candle unto my feete & a Light unto my pathes. Pſalme 119 V. 105



The Chriſtian Zodiake.
[Page]
The firſt Signe, of Predeſtination, Is a Burning Taper.
‘The Motto: Thy word is a Lant­  [...]orne to my feet, and a light un­to my paths. Pſal. 119,’
BY the burning Taper is ſet forth that inter­nall Light, Pſal. 119. which ſo farre forth ſhewes us Gods benefits, the worlds vanity, lifes ſhortneſſe, ſins filthineſſe, the fading ſhadowes of all plea­ſures; [Page] that, whoſoever begins to ſee them, breaths after heaven, and cryes with the Kingly Pro­phet,Pſal. 41. My ſoule thirſteth for the ſtrong God, for the living God: When ſhall I come and appeare be­fore the preſence of God? Pſal. 4, & 88. There be many that ſay, who will ſhew us any good? Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us: and in this light of thy countenance will we walke.
1. A Maſter to teach us, there is within us, the light of Reaſon; which God of his bounty, deri­ving from his own countenance, hath placed in the better part of man: and this light doth not onely diſtinguiſh us from beaſts, but makes us like unto God. This light imprinted in mans under­ſtanding, is an indelible Sermon, which teacheth us, not to doe that to another, which wee would not have done to our ſelves; in­aſmuch as we can hope for from anoth [...]r, none otherwiſe tha our ſelves have done to others W th what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall bee meted to you againe. Luke. 6. Hence it is, [Page] that wee muſt neither violently nor deceitfully impaire either the goods of others, or their chaſti­ty. This light ſhewes us all the creatures, and (though darkly) G [...]d himſelfe the  [...]reator, ha­ving all things perfect, moſt bleſ­ſed, eternall, ſufficient for him­ſelfe and all others, the begin­ning, middle and end, which dwells in the light that none can approach unto; in his works and gi [...]ts, no leſſe amiable than powerfull, whoſe Will and Work are the ſame: he w [...]ich is al mer­cy and goodneſſe; yet an holy, ſevere, incorrupt Iudge, and not to be flattered: He which is all Iuſtice, whoſe ſhape and great­neſſe is beyond expreſſion; whoſe like n ither may wee ſee, nor conceive that at any ti [...]e we ſhall ſee. All pleaſant and beau­tifull things compared with him, be no better than meere darknes, and a poore ſhadow; which lovely tranſcendant beauty de­lights in nothing more than to be beloved. This light manifeſts unto us the wor [...]s of our Crea­tor, [Page] the interchangeable rule of day and night, the ſtar-bright eye of the Heavens Maieſty, the long iournies of Sun and Moon, earths fruitfull wombe, the ſpa­tious compaſſings of Rivers, the dreadfull Lordſhip of the Sea, the ſeverall kinds of living crea­tures, and the increaſe of fruits. All which, God made without hands, or any labour: onely he willed that they ſhould be made, and they were made.
Alſo this light of Reaſon and Faith ſhewes mans chiefeſt hap­pineſſe to conſiſt in this, if as much as is poſſible hee become like his Maker: for like unto like is ever acceptable: and ſure­ly no livelier image is there than that which is moſt like him whoſe image it is. But this ſhall be not here, but in another place, in another world, in the land of  [...]he living. Nondum apparuit quid erimus, &c. It is not as yet appa­rent (ſ ith St. John what wee ſhall be, Iohn 2. onely this we know, that when he appeares, we ſhall become l [...]ke unto him, in that wee ſhall[Page]behold him truly as he is. From the thought of this, ſeconded by re­fulgent light, the will conceives an incredible content, hope rai­ſeth up its ſelf to a moſt eminent height, and the affection mounts up, all inflamed unto Almightie God; for what can be more ra­viſhing ſweet unto a ſoule, than to conſider its ſelfe, the lively I­mage of ſo infinite a beautie, and have the aſſurance that it is moſt deare to its reſemblance. But this light is not ſo bountifull of its raies to every one, for which rea­ſon, the royall Prophet, who well knew by experience, that all were not participant of this con­ſolation, doth congratulate with himſelfe,Pſal. 88. for ſo high a preroga­tive, Signatum eſt ſuper nos lumen vultus tui Domine. O Lord (ſaith he) the light of thy countenance is impreſſed on us, thou haſt given me joy in my heart, not in the hearts of others, but in mine owne, and of ſuch onely (O thou ſoveraigne goodneſſe) whom thou haſt predeſtina [...]ed to eter­nall life. For this we will gladly [Page] walk in this light of thy counte­nance, and rejoyce in thy Name all the day long, for being delive­red out of darkneſſe, and rendred capable of underſtanding every day more and more of thy holy will, and by a dearer and ſtraigh­ter bond of alliance united unto thee.Baruch. 4. Beati ſumus ô Iſraël, &c. O Iſrael how bleſſed are we (ſaith the Prophet) to have thoſe things manifeſted unto us, which are plea­ſing to Almighty God? And Job when all both in heaven and earth did ſeem to conſpire againſt him, yet remembring of this light, was not a little comforted. Splendebat lucerna eius ſuper ca­put meum, Iob. 29. &c His lampe (ſaith he) did ſhine over my head, and I did walke in darkneſſe by the light thereof: Wherefore you (ſaith the Sonne of Syrac) who feare the Lord, Eccl. 4. love him, and your hearts ſhall be inlightned. Lux veſtra in tenebris orietur, Iſay. 5. &c. Tour light ſhall ſhine forth in darkneſſe, and our Lord ſhall beſtow upon you a perpetuall reſt, and r pleniſh your Soules with ſplendours. Whereas [Page] if you once ſeparate your ſelves from God, you will bee involved in Egyptian darkneſſe on every ſide: Nam error et tenebrae pecca­toribus concreatae ſunt: for er­rour and darkneſſe are joyntly created with wicked men.
The 2. Paragraph.
TAlia dixerunt in inferno hi, qui peccaverunt. Wiſ. 5. This was the Diſcourſe of ſinners in hell, and tell mee what was their diſ­courſe, O holy Spirit? for it will appeare no vaine nor idle curio­ſitie to bee inquiſitive what the damned ſay in hell, and for us who are ſo covetous of newes, what is done in this Kings Pal­lace, in this Princes Court, to heare what is done in hell, if it be not ungratefull, will much leſſe be unprofitable, eſpecially ſince theſe are no uncertaine hu­mours, ſuch as commonly paſſe currant in reporting newes; What therefore are the diſcour­ſes of the damned?Wiſ. 5. Ergo er avi­mus, a [...]v [...] â veritatis, & Iuſtitiae[Page]lumen non luxit nobis. Therefore we have erred (ſay they) from the way of truth, and the light of righteouſneſſe hath not ſhined up­on us. Therefore we have erred: This is the conſequence, but where is the antecedent to it? Venite & fruamur bonis, quae ſunt; vino precioſo, & anguento nos impleamus, & ne praetereat nos flos temporis, coronemus nos Roſis, antequam marceſcant; nul­lum pratum ſit, quod non pertran­ſeat luxuria noſtra. Come (ſay they) and let us enjoy thoſe com­modities which are; let us take our fill of pretious wine and ſweet perfumes, and let us not loſe the flower of our time, let us crown our ſelves with Roſes before they fade away, let no meddow he untra­vers'd by our riotouſneſſe. What could Kine or Oxen doe more, than invite one another in this manner unto the flowry Med­dowes? And this is the antece­dence they put in the world, un­to the conſequence, which they make in hell. What miſerable Logick is this? Where they made [Page] their antecedence, there they ſhould have added the conſe­quence, and when they ſaid, come let us enioy thoſe commodities which are, they ought inſtantly to have concluded: Therefore wee have erred, ſince either wee muſt repent in this life, or burne for it in the next; this is a place to repent our ſelves of our ſins, and not to make no end of ſinning, wee are rather now to thinke of Croſſes than delights, here wee are put to fight, wee muſt expect to triumph in another place. Therefore you have erred, it is a good, and true conſequence; but all t [...]o late, and the light of righ­teouſneſſe hath not ſhined upon you, and what is this light of righteouſneſſe? if it bee righte­ouſneſſe, as Lawyers affirme, to afford every one his right, then is it likewiſe a part of righteouſnes. to ſet a right value and eſteem on things, whence that light of our Soule, whereby we d ſcerne what account we are to make of them, is deſervedly ſtiled the light of righteouſnes; our unde [...]ſtanding, [Page] and this is that which the dam­ned ſo lament they were deprived of. To judge of pleaſant wines, to crown their heads with choiſe garlands, to pleaſe their palats with exquiſite fare, and purſue their pleaſure through every pleaſant gro [...], none were more exactly skil'd than they; but that all theſe pleaſures were no ways to bee preferred unto eternall ones, they wilfully chuſe for to be ignorant of. They were ſo addicted to their vaine, and igno­minious paſtimes, as all the joyes of the bleſſed ſeemed of ſmall moment, b [...]t compared to them, they affected ſo paſſionat [...]y their delicious Wines, their Banquets, Roſes, and Voluptuouſneſſe, that they ever dared to contemne the felicity of heaven, and made no account of all eternity in comp­riſon of that liberty of ſinning which they had; but this was a moſt unjuſt eſteeme of things, as the light of underſtanding e­vidently declares, which teaches us to prize e ernity at ſo high a rate as for its ſake alone to [Page] deſpiſe all other things. There­fore you have erred, the event doth plainly ſhew it, and the light of Righteouſneſſe hath not ſhone upon you, now it is too apparant. Many there are, who whilſt they obſtinately follow their depra­ved wayes, refuſe utterly to learne what it is to goe aright, but are content to be ſo miſſed by their wilfull and ingratefull ig­norance: and ſuch as theſe were you, O yee miſerable wretches, wherefore now crie, and howle, for you are like everlaſtingly to ſing no other note, but ergo erra­vimus, therefore wee have erred, therefore the ligh [...] of righteouſ­neſſe hath not ſhined upon us. This is the ditty of the damned ſoules, this is the mournfull ſong they ſhall ſigh for [...]h for all eternity.

The 3. Paragraph.
[Page]
O Chriſtians, therefore take heed that you deprive not your ſelves of this ſame heavenly light,Baruc. 1. May our Lord beſtow upon us his vertue, and inlighten our eyes, for by the leaſt glimpſe of this light of underſtanding, it wil be no hard matter to apprehend, that wee are not to make more account of men than God; of ri­ches then of conſcience, nor to ſet more by humane favour, than divine; that no pleaſure whatſo­ever is to be preferred to heaven, nor theſe inſtable things unto e­ternall ones. And truely ſaies St. Chryſoſtome. He can find nothing on earth to beſtow his affection on, who hath but once ſavoured of celeſtiall things.
This light of underſtanding our good God was pleaſed ſhould ſhine moſt plentifully on St Au­ſtins ſoule, when being advi­ſed ſayes he) to make reflection on my ſelf, I entred into the inmoſt of all my ſelfe, and there ſaw with [Page]ſuch an eye as my ſoule afforded me, the invariable light of God, which whoſoever knowes, doth know e­ternity, and I perceived my ſelfe to be ſo farre eſtranged from thee, in an uncouth land; and not much unlike to this light of underſtan­ding, was that light of devotion, of which St Bernard ſpeaketh. Beſeech for thy ſelfe, (ſayes hee) the light of devotion, a bright Sunny-day, together with a Sab­both and repoſe of mind, where like on old ſouldier priviledg'd with reſt, for his long ſervice, thou maiſt paſſe over all the labours of thy life, without any labour at all, in running with a dilated heart the way of the Commandments of God, whence it will arrive, that what at firſt thou underwenteſt with force and bitterneſſe of mind, thou ſhalt afterwards performe with much ſweetneſſe and conſo­l [...]t on; to which likewiſe the royall Pſalmiſt invites us, where he ſayes, Accedite ad eum, & illuminamini. Taſte and behold the ſweetneſſe of our Lord. And this is he delightfull light of [Page] heart, that flame burning with the very ſpirit of plea­ſure, which God makes us eve­ry day more and more partakers of, and with proportion to this light inkindled in our bo­ſomes: God, who is incapable of all augmentation, and and every way immenſe, doth yet after a won­drous manner re­ceive increaſe himſelfe.
[Page]


§
[Page]
Embleme II.
A preparation to death
I am in a Straight betwixt two hauing a Deſire to depart & to bee wth Christ. Phil 1. v. 23.


The ſecond Signe Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS a readineſſe to die, which is ſignified by a dead mans Sc [...]ll, with theſe words,; Co [...]retor e ducbus deſiderioum habens diſ­ſolvi, & eſſe cum Chriſto; Phil. 1. I am in a ſtraight betwixt two, having a deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt. Et vos ſimiles e­ſtote hominibus expectántibus Dominum ſuum, &c. and be you (ſayes our Saviour) like to men awayting their Lord at his re­turne from ſome Nuptiall feaſt, that when he comes and knocks, they may ſtraight wayes open unto him. Then ſayes St G [...]e­gorie, it is that our Lord doth knock, when by viſiting us with any grievous ſicknes, he de [...]oun­ceth unto us that death is neere at hand, and then wee readily [Page] open unto him, when we enter­taine his ſummons with a friend­ly welcome: That guilty perſon makes ſmall haſte to o [...]en the Judge the doore, who dares not iſſue out of his bodies priſon to meet with him, neither can bee with any ſecurity behold his countenance whom he knowes he hath affronted in ſuch unwor­thy manner, whereas he, whom his hopes and actions have rendered ſecure, will preſently open unto him when he knocks, he wil be glad, and take it for an ho­nour that hee calls him, and be cheerefull in the midſt of teares, in conſideration of his future recompence.Phil. 1. Why then doe we not d [...]ſire (with the Apoſtl) to be diſſolved and be with Chriſt, ſeeing it is every wayes b [...]tter, than to  [...]ive here prolonging of our wofull baniſhment. It is im­poſſible that he ſhou [...]d dye ill, who hath lived well,Pſal. 119. neither on the contrary that he ſhould dye well, who hath lived ill, and what is our li [...]e, which wee are ſo fearefull to be deprived of, [Page] but a ſcene of mockeries, a ſea of miſeries, where, in what ſhip ſo­ever we embarke our ſelves, whe­ther decked with gold, ſilver, and pretiou [...] ſtones, or but ſimple wood, alls one, there is no avoy­ding of the ſwelling wa [...]es, of being often daſhed againſt the oppoſite rocks, and of [...]ner groun­ded on perillous flats and ſholes. Happy  [...]s he who hath paſſed this dangerous ſea, happy he who is ſafely landed in the haven, and hat [...] no more reaſon to com­plaine, who chances  [...]o dye before he is well ſtruck in ye [...]rs, than one for comming too ſoon to his journie [...] end.  [...]hy then ſhould we feare death which is but the end of our labors, the beg [...]nning of our recompence? It is the judgement of God upon all fleſh, which none in former ages could ever avoyd, nor ever will in any enſuing times, all muſt follow as many as went before, and we are all borne on this condition, for to tend thither where every thing muſt go  [...]eath is the end of all, to many a remedy, and every [Page] good mans wiſh, as being to god­ly men, no other than a delive­rance from all paine and griefe, and the utmoſt bound beyond which no harm of theirs can ad­vance a pace. What madneſſe then were it in us, to oppoſe our ſelves to ſuch an univerſal decre of Al­mighty Gods, to refuſe to pay a tribute, that is duely exacted of every one, and pretend to an ex­emption that is granted to none? How much more ſublime is the Chriſtian Theology, which tea­cheth us to make life the ſubject of our patience, and death of our deſires.Solin de mi­rab. mundi. The Swan if we wil [...] be­lieve Solinus, lives ever groaning and ſorrowfull, and onely ſings, and rejoyces upon the poynt of death, and ſo it becometh the godly to doe, who are to depart to the fruition of an endleſſe joy. So did that white aged ſwan holy Simeon, welcome his ap­proaching death with this me­lodious ſong, Nunc dimittis &c. Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace: and why then ſhou [...]d we lament when this poor [Page] cottage of ours doth fal to ruine, as if we were ignorant that when this houſe of earth, our habita­tion here, decayes, God will pre­pare us a better one in heaven, a houſe not made by hands, but an everlaſting one.
The firſt Paragraph.
VVHoſoever lyes in a hard, and painfull bed, makes little difficulty to riſe at any time, onely they ſeek excuſes and delayes, who lye lazing in their ſofteſt downe, and are unwilling to forgoe their warmer neſts. Is thy life irk [...]ome to thee? I truſt then thou wilt not be ſorry to paſſe to a better one; haſt thou thy hearts content? in my opini­on then it is high time for thee to cloſe up thy dayes, before thy proſperity overwhelme thee (as it hath many more) with ſome diſaſterous ruine at the laſt: Wherefore (ſayes Tertullian) we are no wayes to fear that which [Page] ſecureth us from all other feares. God delivers that man from a long torment, to whom he al­lowes but a ſhort terme of life. Which con [...]deration made the holy Martyr Saint Cyprian, when the Emperour Valerian pronoun­ced this ſentence a [...]ainſt him: We command that Thracius Cy­prian bee executed by the ſword; to lift up his hands and eyes to heaven, and cheerefully anſwer, God be ever prayſed, Lib. de bono mortis. who vouch­ſafeth to deliver me from the fet­ters of this body of mine. St. Am­b [...]oſe could not but wonder at ſome, who when they were to die, would rather expect till they were thruſt out by force, than leave their bodyes priſon wil­lingly; and what is there in this world & life, ſayes he, but ſtrife, with anger, luſt, and gluttony, and the like? Of the ſame opi­nion was St. Chryſoſtome, when he demands:In c. 1. ad Coloſ. O man, what canſt thou ſay? Thou art invited to a Kingdome, to the Kingdome of the ſonne of God, and art thou ſo ſtupid to ſtand ſhrugging at [Page] it like a lazy ſluggard, and doubt whether thou ſhouldſt accept of it or no? If thou wert dayly to expoſe thy ſelfe for ſuch a for­tune to a thouſand deaths, oughteſt thou not to encounter with them all? And whileſt there is nothi g, thou wouldſt not attempt to gaine ſome petty Princedome on the earth, wilt thou n [...]t outdare a thouſand ſwords, wilt thou not leap into the fi [...]e, to become a joynt-inhe­ritor with the onely Sonne of God? nay out of a too inordina [...]e love unto this body of thine, thou do'ſt even lament and weep  [...]or to bee t [...]ken hence, and clingſt un [...]o the poore commodities of this preſent life; can it be that death ſhould appeare unto thee ſuch a  [...]orrid thing? Without doubt th negligence, and plea­ſure thou liveſt in is the cauſe thereof, for thoſe who live in miſery, deſire nothing more than to be freed from the thrall of li­ving, and flye away to reſt. Me thinks we can be compared o nothing more fitly than to birds, [Page] ſluggiſh young ones, who by their good wills would never leave their neſts, and yet the lon­ger they abide in them, the more faint and unweldy they become, and with good reaſon I compare this preſent life to ſuch a neſt, whoſe beſt materia [...]ls are ſtraw, and duſt, for ſhew  [...]re your moſt magnificent Pallaces, and even thoſe Courts of Princes which ſhine the brighteſt with bur­niſht gold, and precious ſtones, and I will account them nothing ſuperiour to the ſwallowes neſt, ſ [...]nce at the firſt approach of winter you ſhall behold them all come dropping downe.
Even ſo (S. C [...]ryſome thou gol­den Orator) even ſo it is, at laſt they muſt all fal indeed, and we for company, and for the moſt part they are the ſafeſt who get the ſooneſt downe. In w [...]ich re­gard the wiſe man congratulates with the Iuſt, that he was ravi­ſhed away before malice had in­fected his underſtanding, and the Angels ſo ſharply reprehended him who ſhewed ſuch unwilling­neſſe [Page] to dye: You are afeard to ſuf­fer (ſayd he) and will not depart, what ſhall I do with you? He hath no faith of the future reſurrection, who makes no ſpeed to a better life. If our houſe threatned us with ruine, ſhould wee not all avoyd it preſently? if our Ship in the midſt of a ſtormy Sea, ſhould be in danger of making wrack, would not our longing wiſhes be all ſet on land? In this world we heare the fearefull cracks of ru­ines every where, the dreadfull ro­ring of Stormes and tempeſts on every ſide, and why then doe we not ſeek to make for land? Why doe we not retire our ſelves unto our heavenly Father for ſecuri [...]y, where all our deare friends expect our comming, ſecure of their own ſafety, ſolicitous of ours? O hap­py dead who die in our Lord, in that they reſt in his boſome as if they dyed, and in that delightfull ſl [...]mber do dye no otherwiſe, than if they went to reſt. So St. Steven in the midſt of ſuch a violent ſhower of Stones,Acts 7. of ſuch a noiſe and murmur of thoſe that ſtoned [Page] him, did notwithſtanding fall a­ſleep in our Lord, as the Scripture teſtifieth.Iohn 11. The like our Saviour himſelfe affirming of Lazarus, whom he loved ſo well, Lazarus amicus noſter dormit; Deut. 34, So Moſes the holy ſervant of Almighty God at his appointment dyed, and even as a tend [...]r mother kiſſes her child thats ſleeping in her armes, and with deare imbraces laies him downe to reſt, ſo there wants not ſome who affirme that paſſage of Scripture to beare ſuch a ſence as if God ſhould have taken Laza­rus, like a ſleeping infant in his arm [...]s and in midſt of his tender kiſſes, and imbracements, layd him downe in Abrahams boſome,Pſal. 126. as in a bed to reſt: for ſo, cum d [...]de­rit dilectis ſuis ſomnum, ecce haere­ditas Domini; when hee hath layd his beloved to ſleep, beh [...]ld (hee beſtowes on him) his inheritance; thrice happy are ſuch dead as theſe,Apoc. 4. of whom the Spirit can ſay, from henceforth now they reſt from their labours, for their works follow them, no otherwiſe than ſervants doe their Lords, children their Pa­rents, [Page] Noble men their Princes, & attend upon them even to the very throne of God. They uſher and conduct them to Gods ſupremeſt Court, where never any attendants under their ranke and dignity are admitted in; whoſoever then is predeſtinated to everlaſting life, will prayſe death as the moſt ex­cellent invention, which nature hath, as knowing that they can arive unto it by no other way. And ſuch a one who is alwayes prepared to dye, will keep himſelf in appetite by ſuch like Diſcourſes as theſe.

The 2. Paragraph.
WHy ſhould I feare to dye; 'tis but to goe the way which my Fathers went before, nay more, the common beaten road of eve­ry thing: What priviledge is th s, which I alone of all others doe pretend unto, when I doe ſhunne to dye? Had I not better doe that willingly, which I muſt doe whe­ther I will or no? ſince the perfor­mance is light of that which is [Page] willingly undertaken, and neceſſi­ty gives place, where our will be­comes a party. Rather why ſhould I not imbrace that willing­ly, by benefit of which I ſhall ceaſe to be mortall, which I have unwillingly beene ſo long, I recei­ved my body upon no other condi­tion, than to reſtore it backe a­gaine, and am to reſtore it for no other end than to reſume it a­gaine to my more commodity. I have been detained hitherto from beholding of my God, onely by the tardineſſe of my death, which is but the fore-runner of that better life, and that day which ſo many ſtand in feare of, as the laſt of all their life, is but the birth­day of an eternall one; and I take it no wayes heavily, that the Sunne ſets upon me here, ſince I expect the dawning of a light a­gaine, which never ſhall be obſcu­red by any gloomy night. O how gladly ſhall I embrace that d [...]y, which ſhall aſſigne me my habi­tation, and replant mee in Para­diſe, delivered from hence, and looſned from thoſe bonds which [Page] detain'd me here ſo long? I am not ignorant that I ſtand guilty, and convicted of many crimes, but thy mercy, O my God, is an Ocean, and a boundleſſe ſea: in­to which death ſhall bee no rea­dier to precipitate me off of this turfe of earth, whereon I ſtand, than I to commit my ſelf unto the vaſt boſome of ſo deare a ſea, as ſhall ſet a period to all the miſe­ries of my mortall life. O God, that death would mend its pace; it can never come ſo ſuddenly, ſo at unawares, as not to finde mee ready, and deſirous to goe to reſt; I am not ſuch an enemy of repoſe to bee ſor [...]y when a holy day comes, which may bring with it a ceſſation from  [...]roubles and af­flictions, but will rather rejoyce for ſo good an opportunity, of ſhutting up this wretched ſhop of life, fraught with ſo many and innumerable miſeries, to ſhake off the heavy yoak of death, and for­tune, and begin with a day which ſhall never end in night. O what happy tidings will it be to heare, that my King calls for mee out [Page] of this priſon where I am, and ranks me in a ſtate of higher dig­nity. Open but the cage unto a bird, and there will be no need to chaſe it out, but it will flye out of its owne accord: Even ſo I will willingly iſſue forth into thoſe a­zure plaines, as one who long ſince have beene over cloyed with life. Touching the place, or hour of my death, I am nothing ſoli­citous, let him who made mee diſpoſe of me as hee ple [...]ſe, his wil ſhall be both the rule of life and death to me, neither can I expect any thing of him, who is all good­neſse, but the beſt. And is it not in the potters hands, aſwell to frame the veſsell on his act ye wheele, as to new mould it, if it ſeem good unto him? I am a veſ­ſell of that great potters making, and what reaſon have I to com­plaine, if he who made me pleaſe to unmake me? or to ſpeak more properly, to make me new again, and render mee happy, who was miſerable before? Is hee pleaſed to have me live? then I will live as long as it pleaſes him: Is [Page] he ple [...]ſed that I ſhould dye? I I will not deſire to have my death reſpited a moments ſp [...]ce; both my beginning and ending are wholly depending on his ho­ly will. Wherefore I will not onely embrace willingly, but alſo gladly whatſoever he ſhall ordain. Mihi vivere Chriſtus eſt. Phil. 1. & mori lucrum; for unto mee to live is Chriſt; to dye is gaine. I love thee, O my moſt amiable God, & deſire yet to love thee more ardently: O that my heart might wholly melt away in the flame of ſuch a love, ſince nothing can make me happy beſide thy ſelfe. And when and where, O my God, ſhall I take my flight hence unto thee? I will follow thee, O moſt loving father, and at neerer di­ſtance thou ſhalt call mee, the more readily I will obey thy call.

The third Paragraph.
THis feeling he hath of death, who deſires to bee tranſpor [...]ed unto heaven, and live with Chriſt, [Page] neither is this ſuch an uncouth thing, for as a Phyſitian (ſayes Theoph [...]lact) when hee pe [...]eives his patient to have an averſion from the food and phyſick which he doth preſcribe, doth firſt take an aſſay of them himſelfe, to in­courage his patient to an appe­tite; ſo Chriſt vouchſafed to taſte firſt of death himſelfe, that Chri­ſtians might have no horrour of dying after him. And why then dear Chriſtian, tho thou be of na­ture never ſo timorous at the ap­prehenſion of death, wilt thou not put on ſuch a reſolution, as that which I have ſet before thine eyes, and with an aſsured and un­daunted mind, burſt forth into theſe ex [...]lamations;Pſal. 116. Caelicem ſa­lutarem accipiam, & nomen Domini invocabo. J will receive the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. I cannot deny but it is a bitter one, yet it is no other than that which my Saviour drunk of unto my health, upon his bloody Croſse, and le [...] to me to pledge. It is no other than that fatal cup of death, which [Page] Chriſt dranke out of his owne free election, and all others muſt drink of inevitable neceſſity, and why then ſhould I alone refuſe it? All whoſe lives have a begin­ning muſt likewiſe have an end, but to begin a freſh a life againe which neve [...] ſhal have end. What a vaine feare then is this that ſtartles me? what a ſilly penſive­neſſe that tempts my conſtancy? Calicem, quem dedit mihi Pater, &c. and ſhall I not drink of the Chalice which my father hath preſented mee withall, which Chriſt himſelfe hath drunke of to me, and fild me out again; am I a mortall man, and ſhall I not learne to die? Alexander lying once dangerouſly ſick, ſome of his friends more ſolicitous than needed for his health, adviſed him to beware of Philip his Phy­ſitian, as one who had a deſigne to poyſon him. The King, the next time the Phyſitian viſited him, with a potion he had pre­pared to adminiſter unto him, did no more but receive the po­tion in one hand, and reach him [Page] out in the other the letter to read, containing the advice which his friend had given him, and whilſt he prepared himſelf, to drinke it off, hee ſtedfaſtly regarded the Phyſitians face, to note whether in the reading thereof he might diſcover any ſignes of guiltineſſe, but per­ceiving the innocencie of the man, from the conſtancy of his countenance, without any more delay he drunke it up. In this manner receiving that cuppe which Chriſt my onely Phyſitian and Saviour hath ordeyned, and preſented me withall, to caſt me into a profound, and quiet ſleep, I will faſten my eyes upon my Phyſitian whilſt I drinke it off; I will ſtedfaſt­ly regard the countenance of my crucified Lord, wherein I ſhall read written in lively Cha­racters the countenance of that infin [...]te love he beares me, and with a conſtant and unappaled mind will I drinke it up: which will conferre ſo much the more of health, the more affectio­nately [Page] I ſhall welcome it. And thus (deare Chriſtian) death when it arrives, will eaſily be overcome, if before it ar­rives, we arme our ſelves againſt the feare of it, by often revolving it in our me­mories.


§
[Page]
Embleme. 3.
Frequenting of ye Sacrament.


The third Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS the frequent uſe of the holy Sacrament, which is expreſt by the ſacred Euchariſt. The words, Hic eſt Panis de coelo de­ſcendens, & ſi quisex ipſo mandu­caverit non moriatur. This is the Bread that came downe from hea­ven; he that eateth thereof ſhall not dye. It is ſaid of the anci­ent Chriſtians, that they perſe­vered in the doctrine of the A­poſtles, and communion of brea­king bread, as it hath beene pi­ouſly obſerved, that with pro­portion, as this cuſtome grew cold in the primitive Church, ſo their fervour of Spirit, the fire of Charity, and conſequent­ly all ſanctitie decayed. It is wonderfull how the devill beſtirs him here, and what plots the [Page] crafty enemy hath on foot, to divert as many as is poſſible from the frequent uſe of the holy Euchariſt. What barres doth he not ſet in our way, what preten­tions, what impediments doth he not deviſe to hinder us? Now he ſuggeſts unto us doubts in poynt of faith, which when he ſees us with a kind of horrour to reject, he then perſwades us to abſtaine for reverence ſake, or would make us believe, that we ſhould find the more guſt in it the more ſeld [...]me we frequent it. If this does not take, he propoſes to our imitation the example of ſome (otherwiſe good Chriſtians) who in this are nothing ſo aſſiduall as they ought, then he objects what men will ſay, and what offence they may conceive thereat; now he will peſter you with a world of buſineſſe, now ſtore you with plenty of ſtrange cogitations, and ſcruples of conſcience, and now againe ſet you at mutuall jarres with others, whilſt he blowes the coales of ha [...]e and [Page] diſſention. He renders ones minde dry and aride, and ſoaks out of it all guſts of ſpirituall things, and others troubled and diſquieted: ſo that nothing is more irkſome unto it than to put himſelfe in way of prepara­tion to the holy Sacrament: In a third, if he can prevaile no o­ther way, he muſters up whole troups of extravagant thoughts, that ſo at eaſt he may exclude him from this ſacred banquet. Some other there are againe whom he deceives under I know not what religious pretext, and perſwades them at leaſt to defer it, though not to omit it quite: and thus the wicked impoſtour coyn [...]s a thouſand falſe preten­ces, and ſhift, to eferre from day to day the frequentation of the holy Sacram [...]nt, and heaps delay upon delay, addes  [...]ur­poſe to purpoſe: appoynts this day, then the next, whileſt in the meane time both weekes, moneths, and year [...]s are paſſed over by us without repairing unto our Maker, unleſſe it be [Page] very rarely, and then too only of force and neceſſity.
The firſt Paragraph.
Luke 14. ET ceperunt omnes ſimul excu­ſare: and they began all to excuſe themſelves, ſaith the Go­ſpell. This had bought a farm, this a yoke of Oxen, that other was newly married, ſo that none is at leaſure to repaire to Chriſt: but examine theſe excuſes, and for all their faire gloſſe, you will find them meere ſenceleſſe ones, for what were it for one of us, for a ſhort houres ſpace to leave his c [...]res at his farme, his oxen in the ſtable, and his wife at home, and apply our ſelves to that which ſo neerely concerneth our ſalvation; If wee were re­queſted to prune a vineyard, or to till the ground, we might with good reaſon chuſe rather to ſleep at home, than work abroad: But when we are invited to a banquet, to be gueſts of our Saviour Chriſt, where our food is to be no other than himſelfe, [Page] to excuſe our ſelves, and refuſe to goe, ſhewes a moſt ruſticall behaviour, and ſpeakes us either extreamly mad or impudent. We ſhould appeare right Adams off-ſpring, if we ſhund God Al­mighties ſight, when he were angry, but to avoyd him thus, when out of his great mercy he beholds us with ſo gracious an eye, when he calls, and loving­ly invites us to his Table, ſo richly furniſhed with all celeſtial rarities, is the part of brute beaſts, and not of men. But to ſet off our excuſe with a fairer co­lour, we pretend nothing diſho­neſt, or leſſe becomming us, as theft, adultery, or the like, but excuſe our offence and negli­gence with as faire pretences as can be imagined. For what  [...]arm  [...]s there ſay you, in matrimony, and the ſolicitude of our dome­ſticall affaires, in buying cattell, purchaſing of land: and what good can there be in theſe, when once they avert us from the  [...]overaignſt good of all, from our ſoules ſalvations? We are ſo to [Page] cheriſh our bodyes as our ſoules receive no detriment the while, ſo to purchaſe land, as not to de­prive our ſelves of Heaven; when we are invited to this great ſup­per, we ought preſently to goe, laying aſide the care of all other things, no thought of our farmes, our oxen, our wives, no ſolici­tude of any buſineſſe ought to interrupt us then, when we en­tertaine diſcourſe, at this royall banquet with the King of An­gels, but alſo many many times we become ſo impudent as not to be aſhamed to anſwer flatly, non poſſum venire, I cannot come, and what is that but to ſay, I will not come; Oh deare Chriſtians, is this the way think you, to obtaine his favour? miſe­rable as we are, and to none more injurious than to our ſelves, what is this but to flye fron the fire when we freeze for cold, to abuſe our Phyſitian when we lye deſperately ſick, the more needing his helpe, the leſſe ſen­ſible we are of our owne infir­mity, and to have the ſweet and [Page] delicious Manna in loathing, whilſt we paſſionately long after Garlick and Onions. God for­merly ſignified unto the people of Iſrael by Moſes, that they ſhould gather Manna every day, except the Sabboth, on which they were appoynted to take their reſt. This holy Sacrament is our Man­na by infinite degrees more ex­cellent then theirs which wee may take our fill of during our tearme of life, till the Sabboth of death invite us to our reſt. But what doe we the while but imitate our firſt parent, for as he (ſayes Gerſon) not eating of the tree of life whilſt hee might, was afterwards juſtly puniſhed in be­ing debarred to eate of it, when he deſired it; So we behave our ſelves ſo faſtidiouſly, as we will not approach unto this holy re­fection, whilſt we may, but whilſt we gladly accept of the leaſt invitation to anothers bo [...]rd, we never come to this of our Saviour, but very rarely and much againſt our wills. We are negligent in nothing ſo much as [Page] in the point of our ſalvation, in this we are onely careleſſe, in other things we are vigilant e­nough. For this reſpect God in theſe words ſends us to ſchoole unto the Ant, Vade ad formicam ô piger, Prov. 6. & diſce ſupi­entiam. Goe O thou ſluggard un­to the Ant, and learne wiſedome of her. This little creature can tell onely by inſtinct of nature, that winter is no fit ſeaſon to make proviſion in, and there­fore it provides its ſelfe of food in the ſummer, which it hoords up till then, how far more dili­gent ought we to be than they, ſince our Saviour commending unto us this food of immorta­lity, doth affirme that, Si quis man ducaverit ex hoc pane, vivet in aeternum. If any ſhall eate of this bread, hee ſhall live eternally. Wherefore thoſe who are prede­ſtinated to this eternall life, never ceaſe to make proviſion of this vitall food, ag [...]inſt the win­ter of enſuing death, and this was his intent who bequeathed this Sacrament unto us, not to bee [Page] adored, but to nouriſh us, and as we maintaine our bodies health, by duely receiving of our corpo­rall food, who otherwiſe by that naturall heat which is pre­dominant in us ſhould be con­ſumed away, ſo likewiſe the ſoule by repairing often to this f od is conſerved in life, which otherwiſe would be deſtroyed by the impu [...]e fire of his concupi­ſcence▪ Hence it is that Saint In [...]ocentius ſo carefully admo­niſhes us, to take heed leaſt by deferring too long the receaving of this holy Sacrament, wee might incurre t e danger of a ſpiritual death And S. Hilarion to the ſame effect, it is to be fear'd (ſayes he) leaſt thoſe who farre abſent themſelves from the body of Chriſt, be likewiſe far eſtran­ged from their ſalvation; For whoſoever abſtaines from ſin­ning, ceaſeth not to communi­cate, but this is that which we deſire, this is but our common impediment, we rather chuſe to abſtaine from holy communion, then from ſinne, and will ſooner leave [Page]of to frequent this table, then our lewd behaviour. Even this way which of all others our Saviour invented as the moſt ſweet & ef­ficacious, we cannot be brought to correct our manners, and a­mend our lives. We believed the lying Serpent affirming to us, we ſhould become like to God, and yet hardly credit our Sav our the truth it ſelfe, who aſſures us that by eating of this food, we ſhall be changed into him, Qui man­ducat meam carnem & bibit meum ſanguinem, Iohn. 6. in me manet, & ego in eo, Our Saviour Chriſt appoynts us to receive this Sacrament in memory of his death, and who can doubt but he commends withall the often frequenting it, yet we who on the one ſide can­not but approve his ordination as moſt juſt, on the other tranſ­greſſe it by our tardy receiving it. All the holy fathers commend moſt earneſtly unto us the fre­quent uſe of this holy myſtery, and wee attribute much unto their counſel and authoritie, but more unto our owne vitious [Page] inclinations; wee have many Saint-like and holy men for guides, we ſee the lights of their good examples, but will not fol­low them.

The ſecond Paragraph.
IF as often as one received the bleſſed Sacrament he ſhould improve by ſome great ſumme of money his temporall eſtate, there were no need to perſwade any to frequent it oft, none but would bee ſenſible enough of ſuch golden reaſons, nay it would be rather requiſite to take ſome order to repreſſe the multi­tude of communicants, than to invent motives to incite them for to come. Miſerable blindneſſe! wee ſee gold, and are taken with it, and we deſpiſe the hid­den treaſures of the Euchari [...] onely becauſe we doe not conſi­der them. And what is all the gold in the world, but a little duſt compared to this peereleſſe Iewell, which no living crea ure can value to its worth? This [Page] ſacred Euchariſt protecteth us f [...]om committing deadly ſinnes, it enervates the vitious propenſi­ons of th [...] mind, enlightens our underſtanding, excitates our will, ſereneth our conſcience, armes us againſt the aſſaults of the enemy, enables us to with­ſtand adverſity, defends us from falling in proſperity, and care­fully directs not to fail in going right. This holy Sacrament gives us a pledge of future glory, and withall begets in us a con­tempt of death, and a deſire of Heaven, the moderation of our paſſions, a horror of ſinne, a love of vertue, an entire victory over our ſelves, and perſeverance in good. But you will ſay, perhaps my minde is ſo aride, vaine, 'tepid, and defiled, as I even tremble to repaire unto it. This excuſation is either evill, or none at all, th [...] more of theſe imperfections thou diſcovereſt in thy ſelfe, the more nec [...]ſſary  [...]t is thou ſhouldſt frequent this holy Sacrament. Is thy mind polluted? make haſte then unto [Page] this Sacrament, which is the ve­ry fountaine of purity. Art thou ill diſpoſed? it is a ſoveraigne re­medy, an approved antidote a­gainſt all the diſeaſes of the mind. Art thou hungry? behold the bread of Angels. Art thou be­numbed with cold? make ſpeed unto it, it is an ardent fire. Doe thine enemies moleſt thee? take courage, this Arſenall will furniſh thee with all ſorts of weapons to defend thy ſelfe. Art thou ſor­rowfull and afflicted? this is that wine which cheeres the hearts of men. Doſt thou ſeek often dain­ties? they are no where to bee found but here in this banquet, the repaſt of Kings. Doſt thou long to bee in heaven? here thy charges are defraid, here thou wilt be furni [...]hed with farre better pro­viſion fo [...] thy journey than Elias wa [...], travelling towards Mount Horeb: If the very touch of our Saviours garment could ſtop a bloudy fluxe, what diſeaſe is there which the touch of his ſacred body cannot cure? But I am un­worthy you will reply again, who [Page] approach too often to this ſacred Communion, which I can never receive with reverence enough. D [...]are Chriſtians for his bleſſed ſake, let us not entitle our want of reverence to our ſlothfulneſſe: believe St. Thomas that Angeli­call Doct [...]r, melias eſt ex amore ac­cedere quam ex timore abſtinere. It is better to repaire to it out of love, than to abſtaine for feare: And Saint Ambroſe interpreting th [...]ſe words of our Saviour, pa­nem noſtrum quotidianum da nobis hodie, of the bleſſed Sacrament; If it be our dayly bread (ſayes he) why is it a yeare before you re­cei [...]e it? rather why doe you not rec [...]ive that dayly, which dayly will prof [...]t you? live ſo as you may worthily receive it every day, for hee who is unworthy to re­ceive it every day, wil not be wor­thy to receive it once a yea [...]e. And in another place, if our Sa­viours blood (ſayes he) as often as it is ſhed, is ſhed for the remiſ­ſion of ſinnes, I ought alwa [...]s to be receiving, that alwayes my ſinnes may be remitted me, and it [Page] behoves me who [...]ver ſinne, to be ever providing  [...]e [...] of a remedy. Gennadius Marſilienſis ſayes,Lib. de dogm. Eccl. cap. 13. I neither praiſe nor diſpraiſe the cuſtome of communicating every d [...]y; but this I would adviſe and counſaile all to communicate eve­ry Sunday, alwayes provided that wee come with no determinate will of ſinning any more, which kinde of pr [...]paration is more ea­ſily preſcribed, than the riddance of our mind of all affection to any vitiouſneſſe, that is, never thereafter to offend God more; for certainly he ſhould ſhew him­ſelfe very ungratefull towards his Maker, who would not at leaſt have a will for his ſake never to ſtaine his conſcience with any ſin, for touching ſuch as theſe, the Maſter of the feaſt with good reaſon profeſſed, dico vobis quod nemo virorum illorum guſtabit coe­nam meam. I ſay unto you, that none of thoſe men ſhall taſte of my Supper. But alas, O Lord, are they not the ſelfe ſame men who refuſed to taſte of thy Supper, and doſt thou now decree it in puniſh­ment [Page] of their offence? Even ſo it is, that which they deſire is their owne torment, and what wicked­neſſe they voluntarily embrace, is nothing elſe but their owne pu­n [...]ſhme [...]t Samaria being oppreſſed with the miſery of a grievous fa­mine, the Prophet Elizius fore­told that ſhortly they ſhould ſee the price of corne incredibly abated: whereupon one of the Nobles in deriding his Propheſie Si nubes pregnantiſsimae frumenti pluant, nunquid ideo ſa [...]ina tam vi­lis erit p etii: If the clouds, (ſaid hee) ſhould bee great with co [...]e and raine it downe upon us, yet it would never be ſold at ſo vile a price; to whom Elize [...]s anſwered: Thou ſhalt ſee it with thy owne eyes, but ſhalt not eate of it, and ſo it came to paſſe. This is right the puniſhment of many in theſe days, they ſee plenty of this heavenly bread but never taſte of it. They ſee men communicating in every Church they looke into, but Communicate not themſelves: They are bid Depart; becauſe they will goe whether the P [...]ieſt [Page] will or no. They are excluded f [...]om this holy Table, for no o­ther reaſon, but becauſe they ex­clude themſelves.

The third Paragraph.
AS for the Holy men to be deprived long of this bread of Life, they like true Sonnes of GOD interpret it as a ſigne of their Fathers high diſpleaſure, and indignation: farre they are from neglecting any occa­ſion of receiving it, for they are not ignorant with how great and Fatherly a providence Al­mighty GOD hath provided for every ſeverall Creature their proper food; Eagles prey on leſſer Fowle, the Whale de­voures the leſser Fiſh, the Ly­ons other ſavage Beaſts, Hor­ſes and more Domeſtick Cat­tell feed upon Oates and Hay. And for Man, bread growing [Page] on the Earth is ordained for Food of ſuch as have no higher ambition but to bee ſonnes of men; but for thoſe who aſpire to become ſonnes of God, this bread deſcending from heaven is their chiefeſt ſuſtenance; this celeſtiall bread, this bread of the Sonnes of God, this bread of Angels with an ardent deſire, with a humble affection, with a tender reverence they receive moſt frequently, and rather chuſe out of piety to incurre the note of preſumption by declaring them­ſelves Children, than of ene­mi [...]s, out of a too faulty baſh­fulneſſe. During which ban­quet, if our bleſſed Saviour ſhould addreſſe his ſpeech in this manner to any of the number of predeſtinate: Conſider ſeriouſly what I have ſuffered for the love of thee, thou mayſt well count the thornes my head pierced, but canſt never number thoſe torments I have ſuſtained for t [...]ee in every part of me beſides;  [...]y body was all goard with boudy whips and nailes; but [Page] how much my heart hath ſuffered is beyond expreſſion. It was little leſſe than a death, I ſuffered for thee even in the garden, when the anguiſh of my minde drew as much bloud from mee, as the Souldiers afterwards in my fla­gellation: And now conſider with t [...]y ſelfe, what mine enemies inflicted on me, when even my beſt friends ſpared me not; thou knoweſt upon how hard a bed I was content for thy ſake to ren­der up my Ghoſt, and my love (that thou maiſt know what an ardent one it was) would reſolve on no death to dye for thee, but the moſt bitter and ignominious of all, when it finding none more bitter and ignominious than the Croſſe made choyſe of it. And thus behold how I have dyed for thee, and have been ſtill ready to dye for thee a thouſand times; Wherefore tell me, what wilt thou ſuffer for mee againe? if thou deſireſt that my love to thee ſhould be perpetu [...]ll, thou muſt love me againe, who have ſo loved thee. For my part, I [Page] have loved thee unto death, even unto the death of the Croſſe, it reſts that thou wilt declare, how farre thou wilt extend thy love for me againe. Who now all of that happy company will not pre­ſently anſwer him, all bathed in affectionate teares, even unto the death, O my moſt loving Lo [...]d, even unto the Croſſe it ſelf, ſo it bee thy divine pleaſure my love ſhall extend it ſelfe: And who ſhall grant unto me that hap­pineſſe to dye for thee, O Ieſus, my ſweeteſt Ieſus! or who am I, that I ſhould be thought worthy for to dye for thee! O what a love was this of thine my deareſt life, that thou wouldeſt ſuffer thus, that thou wouldeſt dye thus for me, without any the leaſt me­rit or deſert of mine; ſuch ſighes as theſe, ſuch moſt chaſte aſpira­tions uſe commonly to bee the table talke at this ſacred banquet, and thus a ſoule becomes inti­mately united unto Almighty God.
For which reaſon wee place this frequency of Communion (pro­vided [Page] that our affections be ſin­cere at leaſt, though otherwiſe not ſo inflamed as wee could wiſh) among the principall ſignes of Predeſtination. But alas, there are but too too many Chriſtians yet, who whatſoever is delivered to them by way of Sermon, or of written books are ſo dead aſleep in the Lethargy of their deboyſht lives, as nei­ther the examples of the more pious ſort, nor admonitions of holy Saints, can ſtirre them up to a more frequent uſe of this holy Sacrament.
O Chriſtians, what Rocks of Ice, what deadly cold is that which freezes up your hearts, that thus you avoyd the com­fortable beames of this all-chee­  [...]ing Sun? Do you not perceive that this is nothing elſe than the meere ſtratagems of your ene­my, who endevours all he can to extinguiſh wholly in us the fire of this divineſt love, to the end that being all ſtifly frozen with this pernicious cold of mind, we may live no otherwiſe [Page] then if we were wholly dead, pe­riſh in the filth and ſordidneſſe of ſinne, and never arrive to the kingdom of the l [...]ving? but thoſe who love our Saviour Chriſt with conſtant affections, are delighted with nothing more than in often repairing to him: for as Caſſiodorus ſaith admi­rably well, Inaudita eſt ditectio quae amicum amat, & praeſentiam ejus non amat. It is ſuch an af­fection as was never heard of, that one ſhould love his friend, and not be delighted in his company.
[Page]


§
[Page]
Embleme. IV.
Renouncing All Worldly things.
What things were gaine ſome those I counted losse for Chriſt Philip: 3. V.


The fourth Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS an intire renunciation of all we have, which hath for its Device, a bare Altar diſpoy­led of its ornaments with this Motto, Quae mihi fuerunt Lu­cra, Phil. 3. haec arbitratus ſum propter Chriſtum detrimenta: But what things were gaine to me, thoſe I counted loſſe for Chriſt. Our Sa­viour proclaims aloud; Qui non renuntiat, &c. whoſoever re­nounceth not a [...]l he ſtands poſſeſt of, cannot be my Diſciple, Hee commands to relinquiſh all, hee counſells us to diſpoſſeſſe our ſelves of every thing, and who then that hath any Chriſt an blood in him, but will put on this reſo [...]ution. I had rather become poore than Gods enemy; I had rather be depri­ved [Page] of all my ſubſtance then of his holy grace.
Poverty hath made many merchants, not of ſpices, Drape­ries, or ſuch commodities, but of heaven, Simile eſt regnum coelo­rum homini negotiatori, &c. The Kingdome of heaven, (ſaith our Saviour) is like a Merchant tra­vailing in queſt of richeſt pearles, who having found one more pre­cious than all the reſt, goes and ſells all that hee hath to purchaſe it. And ſuch a Merchant as this is ſo farre from thinking he hath received any detriment by departing with all he had, as he accounts his ſtock excee­dingly improved, by the pur­chaſe of a Iewell of ſuch ineſti­mable price. He but receives a bill of exchange of our Saviour Chriſt upon the delivery of thoſe ſlight comm [...]ities, the paiment of which wil  [...]ender him happy above meaſure, he hath the whole Kingdome of heaven morgaged unto him upon the venture of a ſmall ſumme of Gold, and purchaſes himſelfe [Page] a mi [...]hty Kingdome, not onely with leaving a few acres of land, but alſo by his preparation of minde of leaving it. The owner (ſaith St. Chryſoſtome) of ſuch a pearle, though it lye concealed in ſome ſmall cabinet, and all be ignorant of his treaſure, is not ignor [...]nt himſelfe how rich a man he is. We come into the world to traffique, and not to ſpend our time in idleneſſe, nei­ther is there any one ſo poor and needy who hath not ſufficient to advance his fortune by this merchandiſe, (ſince as Saint Auſten ſaith, God onely requires our ſelves, an [...] cares not but in regard of our ſelves, for any thing we have) nor any one ſo rich and wealthy, who in prudence can thinke much to depart with all he hath to purchaſe ſuch an ineſtimable gemme. Yet this is a kinde of traffique, which ex­acts not ſo much of us, to de­part from our goods, as to bee ready when occaſion ſhall be of­fered to depart from them, it conſiſt, not ſo much in depriving [Page] us of our ſubſtance, as in brin­ging us to this reſolution: rather to  [...]pare our ſoules than money, when need requires, to become a begger, rather than an enemy of God. It farre more becomes us to be prodigal of our moneys to ſave our ſou es, (either in freely beſtowing it, or bearing pati­ently the loſſe thereof) than to be prodigall of our ſoules, and ſave our money. And this wee avouch to be a ſigne of Predeſti­nation, which not onely by the light of Chriſtian faith, but even of reaſon it ſelf doth manifeſtly ap [...]eare.
The firſt Paragraph.
STi [...]pon having loſt together with his Count ey, his wife and children, and  [...]ſcaping him­ſelfe, the onely, but happy re­mainder of the publike ru [...]ne, was demanded of Demetrius whether he had l ſt all hee had or no? To whom he anſwered, he  [...]ad loſt nothing at all; for Omnia mea mecum ſunt, I carry [Page] with me, ſaith he, all the goods I have: The like Bias (in the like miſchance,) affirmed of himſelfe, that he carried his ſub­ſtance not on his ſhoulders, but in his breaſt, not where mens eyes might ſee it, but where their minds may judge of it. This con­tempt of earthly things, which in Heathens was accounted the ſigne of a great ſpirit, in Chri­ſtians is an aſſured ſigne of Pre­deſtination to eternall life; and he is a valiant ſouldier indeed of Ieſus Chriſt, who after ſome mighty loſſe can ſay, Omnia mea mecum porto, I beare all my ri­ches along with me; my God is all.
It is reported of St Francis of Aſs [...]ſum that with incredible de­light he paſſed over whole nights together, in the onely conſidera­tion, and with often repeating of theſe foure ſhort words, Deus meus & omnia, My God and all. The example of which admi­rable Saint we ought all to imi­tate, and to glorie with him in all our neceſſities, in ſaying, Deus [Page]meus & omnia. Let others ſeek after what other things they pleaſe, let them be taken and de­lighted with what elſe they will, I ſeek for God alone: God is onely my deſire, all my delight, O Deus meus & omnia. I free­ly reſigne to others all ſhare in honours & all my part in what­ſoever pleaſures and delights; give me my God, and I ſhal have every thing. I ſurrender whole worlds to others, and envy them not their mountaines of gold, and precious ſtones; I care not for their exquiſite delights; my God is unto me in place of all. There is nothing ſo good, no­thing ſo delicious or ſo fair which the chiefeſt and ſupremeſt good doth not ſurpaſſe both for good, faire, and delicious by infinite degrees; O Deus meus & omnia! Alas how many deſires do often inflame my breaſt? with what ſeverall fires, for the moſt part doe I burne, what a tide of va­rious fancies doe carry my  [...]eart away, inſomuch as like the fran­tique youth in the Goſpel,M [...]. 17. ſome­times [Page] I am dragged into the wa­ter, ſometimes into the fire, and what are all theſe things which I purſue with ſo much eagernes, but vaine, fading, and for the moſt part infamous, ſuch we never have any long aſſurance of, but either they ſoone dye unto their owne, or he muſt dye to them. O my God, my love, and my all, what is it that I can poſ­ſibly deſire, whoſe want thou canſt not abundantly ſupply? O God art thou not all u [...]to m ? my drink, my food, my reſt, my joy, my pleaſure, the height of all my honour? O God, thou art all and more than all to me. For though I feed on thoſe vi­ands which moſt take my appe­tite; refreſh me with that drink which beſt reliſhes my taſte; enjoy that pleaſure which moſt affects my mind; yet what is all this feeding, this refreſhing, this joy to me? Deus meus & omnia. Ah one refreſhing of thine, one enjoying of thee, is to be refre­ſhed indeed, is to enjoy the quin­teſſence of every good. But in [Page] the meane while, labour oppreſ­ſeth, griefe afflicteth, ca [...]es di­ſtract us, our riches diminiſh, our friends forſake us, our lives conſume away, and we become th [...] ſubj [...]ct of others inju [...]ies and ſcorne: Nothing of all this tou­ches my feare (ſayes the holy A­poſtle) neither doe I mak [...] my life more precious than my ſelfe, Acts 20. ſo that I may conſummate my courſe, neither can all theſe, though they altogether ruſh upon me, any wayes indammage me, if God that ſoveraigne good undertake but the defence of me, Deus me­us & omnia. Thou art unto me, O my good God, O good­neſſ [...] it ſelfe, reſt in my labours, pleaſure in my griefe, ſecurity in my cares, and the onely true riches in my poverty. Thou art my ſtrong Bulwark againſt all the furious aſſaults of men, thou art my refuge whatſoever evill oppreſſes me, and finally thou art all unto me whatſoever I can wiſh for, or deſire. All aboun­dance which is not God, I will account but as meere beggary. [Page] Wherefore then doe we ſeek to  [...]uench our thirſt with theſe  [...]uddy ſtreams, when we have ſo Cryſtall a fountain head as this, where we may drink our fills? In having God we have all whatſo­ev [...]r we can deſire. If poverty af­flict any one, if fortune frowne upon h [...]m, as his joy may be leſſe, ſo certainly wi l be his griefe; when fortune can chal­lenge nothing of him as its own, nor death bereave him of any thing that is another mans.

The ſecond Paragraph.
NEither doth this poore man yeeld to him in felicity, who being rich in his poſſeſſions, is yet contented with nothing, that he hath, ſince he keeps his riches in his Coffers not in his heart, and would never pine away for ſorrow ſhould he loſe it all, for, Sine dolore amittitur quicquid ſine amore poſsidetur, quae verò ardenter diligimus babita, gravi­tèr ſuſpiramus ablata, we loſe that without grief (ſaith St. Gregory) [Page] which without affection we en­joyed, and  [...]nely ſ [...]gh grievouſly to depart with that which wee loved tenderly whilſt we were poſſ [...]ſſed of. But that good which can onely render others ſo, none c [...]n be poſſeſt or bereaved of a­gainſt his will: Neither is any thing to bee acc [...]unted good of which we may ever be deprived of. Goe then Satan and coun­terfeit thy ſelfe a meſſenger, the family of moſt patient Job is not ſo wholly exting [...]iſhed yet, as there remaine none of that lineage who can renounce all they have. Run therefore and cry as loud as rhou wilt, tell ſuch an one, you have loſt all you had, you are wholly impoveriſhed; heare what an anſwer he will give, Niſi ego illam, fortaſsis illa me perdidiſset. If I had not loſt it, perhaps it would have proved the loſſe of me; I am but ſo much the lighter to goe on my way towards heaven. God in freeing me from a deere, but pe­rillous burthen, hath beſt provi­ded for my ſecurity, wherefore I [Page] will not account that my loſſe which God intended for a bene­fit. An [...] why ſhould I to no end and in vaine afflict my ſelfe for it? I knew when I poſseſsed it I muſt forgoe it once, and now I am the more mine owne, when I can ſay that is mine owne no more. Doſt thou heare this O Chriſtian? and thou too, doſt thou heare this, O thou helliſh fiend? This diſcourſe, this fee­lin [...] have they of their riches who are predeſtinated to everla­ſting life; neither can they ever loſe ſo much, as not to retain this liberty to ſay; It is no loſse we ſuſtain, but onely a gainful kind of trade, where for a little ex­pence we purchaſe our ſelves u [...] ­va [...]uable wealth, we buy heave [...] for a ſmall portion of ground we tread on.


§
[Page]
Embleme V.
Patience in Tribulation
Bleſed are yee y [...] weepe now for yee ſhall laugh Lucke 6: V. 21


The fifth Signe Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS patience in the midſt of long affliction, ſignified by the pric­ky Roſe-tree, with the w [...]r [...], Beati qui nunc fletis quia ridibi [...]is: Luke 6.2 [...]. Bleſſed a [...]e ye that weep now, for ye ſhall laugh. Abraham objected to the ri h Glutton in his tor­ments, Recordare filiquia recipiſti bona in vita tue, Lazarus ſimiliter m [...]la, nunc tu cruciaris, laetatur Lazarus: Sonne remember that thou in thy life time receivedſt g [...]od things, and Lazarus evill th [...]ngs; Now therefore is he com­forted, and thou art tormented. In thy l fe time th [...]u didſt rejoyce and Lazarus ſuffered, now La­zarus rejoyces whilſt thou art tor­mented.
Thus by the juſt judgement of [Page] God the courſes of things do vary; we are either to ſuffer here in this world, or afterwards in that other, which we are not ac­quainted with; wherefore we are  [...]rudently to make our election of one of them, ſince they imply a neceſſity which no man can a­voyd. St. Chryſoſtome ſaith, If thou ſeeſt any one addicted to vertue, and withall opp [...]eſt w [...]th any c [...]lamity, you may well ac­count him happy, in that whilſt he ſatisfies in this li [...]e for the ſins which he hath committed, he hath a reward p epared for him in the next.
It is impoſſible that he that en­terpriſeth to f [...]ght againſt the vi­ces of the time, ſhould not incur great perſecution: It miſ-beſeems the Champion of God to attend u [...] to his pleaſures; thoſe who preſented themſelves in the liſts, came not with their ſtomacks over-charged with me [...]t; and what are theſe preſent things but ſo many liſts to fight in, ſo many combates, wars, oppreſsures, and hard exigents? There is another [Page] time aſſigned us to reſt, in this we are to expect nothing but tu [...] ­moyles, and adverſities. There is none ſo ſimple when hee is armed and prepared to the com­bate to look for eaſe; why didſt thou enter the liſt, if that bee thy pretence? why didſt thou under­take to wage a war againſt nature and voluptuouſneſse; Neither let it afflict thee that others live in peace, whilſt thou art fiercely aſ­ſaulted with tempt [...]tions, for wh [...]t were that but to condemne the holy Apoſtle of imprudence, who thus exhorteth us: Omne gaudium exiſtimate fratres mei cùm in tentationes varias incideri­tis. Deare brethren, 1 Iames. eſteem it all your joy when you ſhall fall into ſun­d y temptations. There is no man more unhappy than he who never experienced any adverſity, for it is an evident ſigne that God re­jects hi [...] as a faint-hearted ſoul­dier. The fight againſt adverſi­ty is onely worthy to be preſented on honours Theater. Therefore it is an aſsured token of our future beatitude, to rejoyce in our ſuf­ferings, [Page] and even then when we are baited with evills on every ſide, to lift up a cheerfull and e­rected mind to heaven, though our teares in the meane time run trickling downe our cheeks. Our Saviour Chriſt well knew that we were onely rich in our ſufferings, that we had no ſolid joy except the hope of our future recom­pence, and yet he confidently bids us, gaud [...]t & exultate, to ex­ult and rejoyce as if already we were comple [...]tly happy. Whereas on the contrary, how often doe we vainly lament and afflict our ſelves? how often like little in­fants doe we childiſhly make our moane, and ſhrinke aſide out of pure feare at every blow? not ha­ving apprehenſion enough to diſ­cerne that it is the fatherly and health-reſtoring hand of God, which launceth us, whereas no child but hath diſcretion enough, to know that the gaſhes which Chirurgeons make are our cures, and firſt overtures of our recovery. And ſo in like manner God only launces us to cure us and recover [Page] us, and no wayes to deprive us of our lives, as St. Peter witneſſeth, Si quid patiamini propter juſtitiam beati, 1 pet. 3. If you ſuffer any thing for righteouſneſſe ſake (ſaith he) you are happy in it; for it is a ſingular grace if any of you ſuffer, and that unjuſtly any tribulation for the conſcience of God, other­wiſe what were it to ſuffer in­juries when you doe amiſſe? but if you tolerate them patiently for doing well, you will become gracious with Almighty God. To which effect St. Gregory like­wiſe ſaith: It often happeneth that the elect, who are directed on the way of eternall felicity, are ſubject here to perpetuall adverſi­t [...]es, in being deſpiſed by every one, and accoun [...]ed unworthy of all worldly favour; whilſt in the meane time thei [...] vertues ſet them off moſt brightly in the eyes of their ſecret Iudge, and they ſhine moſt gloriouſly in the merits of their lives, they refuſed not to be diſpiſed, whilſt they feare to be honoured, they extenuate their bodyes with continency, whilſt [Page] in their ſoules they ſingularly en­creaſe in their dilection, they al­wayes inure their minds to pati­ence, and rejoyce with an erected mind as often as they ſuffer inju­ries for righteouſneſſe ſake.
The firſt Paragraph.
IT is not the wont of the eternall providence to nouriſh a vertuous perſon in delights, but it tryes hardens and apts him to its pe­culiar ends: Yet ſo, as in the meane while it aſſures him, Cum tranſieris per aquas tecum ero: When thou ſhalt paſſe by waters I will be with thee, and the flouds ſhall not overwhelme thee; when thou walkeſt in fire thou ſhalt not burne, neither ſhall the flames ſcorch thee; for ſo God uſes to drench us both in water and fire, but ſuffers us neither to be bu [...]nt nor ſwallowed up, he makes triall of us both in freezing cold, and glowing heat, but for thoſe whom he hath predeſtinated to everlaſting life, he neither permits the fire to conſume them, nor waters drowne them, for God is [Page]faithful (ſaith the Apoſtle) who wil not ſuffer you to bee tempted above that which you are able, but will make your profit of temptation that you may be able to ſuſtaine.
Bloſius doth treat excellent well of this ſigne of predeſtination, where he affirmes that there is no more infallible ſigne of divine e­lection, than when a man under­goes affliction or what elſe ad­verſity, not onely without repug­nance, but with patience and due ſubmiſſion, ſince nothing, ſaith he, is more profitable for him than to ſuffer; And this is the ineſtimable jewell of that ring, with which God eſpouſes to him­ſelfe a pious ſoule; whoſe prero­gative is ſo great as St. Chryſo­ſtome doth ſolemnly affirme. Ni­hil eſſe melius quam male pati pro­pter Deum. That nothing is better than to ſuffer evill for Almighty God. For then the elect may wel be ſaid to drinke of the torrent in the way, Pſal. 109. for which their heads ſhall be exalted, afterwards even to heaven. Now they are preſſed downe and trodden under foot, [Page] that afterwards like palmes they they may riſe the higher for it: It is  [...] verity which God would have us throughly penetrate, that the good which wee aſpire to, is infinite, and of difficile acceſſe, a d therefore not to be atta [...]ed to bu [...] by much p [...]ine and lab [...]ur, in conf [...]rmity to which t [...]at holy Ancho [...]i [...]e ſaid excellent well,Marcus. that God well knowing our  [...]m­becillity  [...]oth uſe to beſtow no remarkable favour upon any one whom he hath not firſt apted for the receiving of it by ſ [...]me or other  [...]rud [...]nt calamity. So Mo­ſes had no  [...]oon [...]r forſaken the Court of Pharaoh by the e [...]preſs command of God himſelfe, but preſently both poverty, ignomi [...]y, and contempt, with the extreme danger  [...]f his life, by the procure­ment of the King: And laſtly, his flight and baniſhme [...]t did all conſp [...]re to work his deſtruction. We m [...]y perceive ſaith St. Grego­ry, th [...]ſe whom God elects by their pious actions, and bitter ſufferings; whom likewiſe it may be gathered how rigorouſly our [Page] juſt Iudge will puniſh the repro­bate at the latter day, when he is ſo ſevere now towards thoſe, wh [...]m hee affecteth moſt.
Wherefore thoſe Chiſtians doe much deceive themſelves; who imagine to goe whole (as it were) to heaven, without be­ing well bruiſed before, for let them but take a generall view of of all, and they will find, that the richer men are in vertue, the more they are ſtored with tribu­lations, and that thoſe common­ly who moſt abound in wealth, and are the greateſt favourites of fortune, are thoſe who moſt excell in wickedneſſe. Such beaſts as are deſigned for the ſhambles, we ſee are ſuffered freely to graſe in the beſt paſtures, whilſt others are tired out with toyle and la­bour; even ſo thoſe who are pre­deſtinated to heaven, and not ſuffered at liberty to diſport themſelves, but are alwayes with afflictions. Inſomuch as the ſame Bloſius truely affirmes from the authority of another holy perſon. Quemcunque Deus potioribus donis exornare ſubli­miterque[Page]transformare decrevi [...], eum non blandè & mol iter lava­re ſe [...] totum in mare amaritudi­  [...]is i [...]mergere conſuevit. That when God once decrees to ad­vance a man to any eminent de­gree (of perfection) and endow him with his rich [...]ſt favours, he uſes not only to dip him lightly in, but even to plunge him into a whole ſea of bitterneſſe.

The ſeco [...]d Paragraph.
THE Doctrine of Hippocra­tes and Galen is, to preſerve and cheriſh our ſelve [...]: to hate and abnegate our ſelves is the Doctrine of C [...]riſt. Inſomuch, as all thoſe who have ever attai­ned to celeſtiall beatitude, may appropriate to themſelves that ſaying of Them [...]ſtocles, 1 Cor. 12. Periera­mus niſi periiſſemus, we had pe­riſhed, if wee had not periſhed. Many have beene preſerved by being loſt, and without doubt as many had b ene as unhappily loſt, if God by their happy loſse had not prevented it. And So [Page] Saint Paul, when others imagi­ned him utterly to be loſt, began then firſt of all to think that he had found himſelfe, Placet mihi in infirmitatibus, &c. I am de­lighted (ſaith hee) in my infir­mities, in contumelies, and ne­ceſſities, in my diſtreſſes and per­ſecutions for Chriſt, ſeeing I am th [...]n (moſt) potent, when I am (moſt) infirme; and St Bernard as if he were tired with ſeeking out Almighty God, Circumire Domine poſſum coelum & terram, m [...]re & aridam & nuſquam te inve [...]iam niſi i [...] Cruc [...]; ibi dorm s, ibi paſcis, ibi cubas in meridie: I may circuit heaven and earth (ſaith he) O Lord, the ſea, and the dry land, and yet find thee no where but on the Croſſe; there thou ſleepeſt, there thou feedeſt, there thou repoſeſt thee at noone-day. Wherefore let us follow our Lord like dutifull ſervants, and avoyd eternall tor­ments, by the compendious way of our ſhort ſufferance here. Athanaſius being condemned to baniſhment by Iulian the Apo­ſtata, [Page] and perceiving the Chri­ſtians of Alexandria to weep bit­terly at his departure, bade them be of good comfort, for (ſaid he) this is but a little cloud which will bee blowne over preſently, and truely all that ſeems moſt terrible in this mortall life, is but as a hovering cloud, that will ſoone be diſſipated and c [...]anged into eternall ſerenity. The ancients had their Ap [...]lles ſo induſtriou [...], as he never omit­ted day, wherein hee had not drawne ſome line; ſo in like manner, all Chriſtians who would live exemplarly, ought to d [...]ſir that no day might paſſe withou ſuch clouds  [...]s theſe, wherein they might ſuffer ſome­what for God Almighties ſake. The h avens appeared to holy Iob, not onely cloudy but even as ob [...]urate as  [...]ro, and yet as Tert [...]llian ſayes) he reſiſted the enemy with a great variety of pati [...]nc as h of calamities aſ­ſaulted him, in [...]omuch, as neither all his ſubſtance mad [...] a prey un­to the enemy, nor all his chil­dren [Page] oppreſſed in one univerſall ruine, nor laſtly his bodies in­tollerable infirmities, could any wayes remove him from his pa­tience: Oh! what a trophee did God erect of that man, to his enemies ſhame! what a glorious ſtandard of him did he advance! when at the report of each one of his heavy loſſes, he anſwered nothing  [...]lſe, but God be thank­ed, a ſaying in which God re­joyced, and the devill was con­founded utterly; a ſaying for which hee deſerved to have all doubly reſtored to him againe: therefore we may conclude that in ſuffering, we doe but (as it were) by great iournies make to­wards our heavenly Countri [...].

The 3. Parag aph.
AMong thoſe many wayes which lead to heaven, there is none more ſure, nor direct, than the Kings high way, the Croſſe, pe [...] multas tribulationes oportet nos intrariin regnum Dei. And e [...]en as the furnace trye the [Page] potters veſſells, ſo are iuſt men men proved by adverſity; but wee muſt know that ſtraw doth conſume in that furnace, where gold is purified: and whilſt the one is converted into aſhes, the other is burniſhed from its droſſe. This furnace is the world, in which the iuſt are gold, tribulation is the fi [...]e, and the Gold-ſmith Almighty God: now if gold had ſence and ſpeech without doubt it would ſay, let the workman diſpoſe of me as he pleaſe, I will endure whereſoever he places me, and let the ſtraw burne as much as it will, with intent wholly to con­ſume me, I ſhall but become the more refined for it, whilſt it ſhall vaniſh away in filthy ſmoake: wherefore marke well all you who are gold,Aug. in Pſ. 60. all you who are but ſtraw, in that very fire in which the ſtraw blazes a­way to nothing [...], the gold be­comes more bright: and ſo the wicked blaſphemes and accu­ſes God for ſending him the ſame afflictions, for which the [Page] patient man doth glorifie him the more, and they encreaſe in ſtrength in the midſt of adverſi­ties, as fires waxe greater, t [...]e more the winde doth blow, and become more forcible by that, which threatens wholly to extinguiſh them.

Creſcit adverſis agitata virtus.
REckon me up all the iuſt m [...]n from the beginning of the world, and you ſhall find none of them without this mark of  [...]redeſtination, God proved them, Wiſ. 3. and found them worthy of him.  [...]braham was variouſly afflicted and perplext: Ioſeph ſol [...] by his owne brethren: Da­vid moſt unnaturally perſecuted by h [...]s ſon: Eſaias ſawed aſunder in the midſt: Ezec [...]ias dra [...]ged upon craggy rocks, till his brains were da [...]ed out: Hieremiah ſtoned to deat: M [...]cheus exe­cuted by the ſword: Amos had a naile driven into his temples: Daniel was caſt unto the Lions: Naba th buried in a heap of [Page] ſtones: Elizeus derided, Job ſo ulcerous, as out of meere deteſtation, he was ſpit upon: Tobias deprived of his ſight: Innocent Suſanna, condemn'd to die, and hundreds more, whom I could reckon up. Beſides, of what adverſities had not S [...]. Paul h s part? As for the reſt of the Apoſtles, were they not ſcourged, crucified, and diverſly put to death? In fine, G [...]d ſpares none whom he affects, Quem enim diligit Dominus caſtigat; Heb. 1 [...]. ſtagellat autem omnem filium quem recipit: For God chaſtiſes whom hee loves; and ſcour [...]es every child whom he re [...]eives, ev [...]ry one, excepting none:  [...]or all who  [...]eſire to live piouſly in Ieſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. 3. ſhall ſuffer perſecution.

The fourth Paragraph.
WHerefore let every ſer [...]ant of thine (O God) aſsure himſelfe, that if he ſhall have paſt in this life, this probat on, he ſhall bee crowned for it in the next; ſince it is thy manner of proceeding to ſend a calme and [Page] ſerenity after ſtormes; and aft [...]r teares and ſorrow to repleniſh a ſoule with conſolation. Where­fore Beatus homo qui corripitur á Deo, &c. Iob. 3. Job. 7. 2 Tim. 2. Bleſse [...] is t [...]at man whom God rebukes; for if wee ſuſteine any thing for him, we ſhall likewiſe reigne with him. Let none therefore feare this ſcourge of God, but rather feare this diſ-inheritance; by theſe ſtripes we are but prepared for our eternall inheritance, leaſt if otherwiſe we ſhould be too con­ver [...]ant with thoſe delights which occur e unto us here up n our way, we ſhould inſen [...]bly forget thoſe we aſpire unto, at our celeſtiall home: If thou beeſt exempted from correction (ſaith Saint Auguſtine) thou art alſo excluded out of the number of the ſonnes of God: be not then  [...]o inconſiderate or childiſh, e­  [...]er to utter ſuch complaints as  [...]heſe: My father cheriſheth my  [...]ro the [...] more than me, ſince  [...]e permits him to do what he  [...]ſt; whilſt  [...]f I but ſtirre without  [...]is comm nd, I am chaſtiſed for [Page] it; but you ought rather to glory in your ſufferings, ſince it is an evident ſigne that he reſerves an his inherita [...]ce for you, whilſt thoſe whom he ſpares for the preſent,  [...]e intends afterwards to puniſh eternally: Thoſe who runne on the way of this lifes proſperiti [...]s to their deſtruction, are but  [...]ike men lead to priſon (ſaith St. Gr [...]gory) thorow ſome pleaſant fields.Iob 5. It hath be [...]ne obſerved, that the Roſe never ſavours more ſweetly than when it is planted neare to garlick, nei­ther doth our heaven y Gardner want his fragrant Roſes here of thoſe whom he hath predeſtina­ted for Paradiſe, whom he ſo diſpoſes for the moſt part, as they are ſtill annoyed by the neighbourhood of others, with whom they have the gre [...]teſt an­tipathy, in that the more vertu­ous a man is, the more ſubiect he is to the ſcorne of the wic­ked, the more open he lie [...] unto adverſities; and thus theſe Roſes become the more odoriferous by the aire, which other ungratefull [Page] odours breath. It is likewiſe an obſervation that ſuch Roſes, as by art grow without prickles, have no ſcent at all; and even ſo the ſweet odour of vertue is loſt, ſpecially of patience, when we ſuffer nothing of adverſity. Aſſuredly none can know how much he profits but by afflicti­on, neither doe any begin to underſtand themſelves, till they become acquainted with miſery; for as the ſtarres lye hid by day, and onely become tranſ­parant by night, ſo true vertue, which rarely appeares in pro­ſperity, ſhines forth moſt bright­ly in adverſity. Neither is our Lord halfe ſo delighted with the glorious exployts of his ſer­vants, as when he ſees them ſuffer cheerefully, and confi­dently Tribulations, as the Eagle doth prove its young ones by expoſing them face un­to the Sunne, as the Gold­ſmith by the touchſtone tryes the goodneſſe of the metall, ſo God Almighty experiences his [Page] ſervants in the furnace of affli­ction, whence with much more reaſon then the Romans wee may ſay, & facere & patifortia, hoc  [...]hriſtianum eſt: to doe and ſuffer difficile things, doth moſt become Criſtians; and that way which our head doth lead us on, beſt befits us his members for to follow.
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§
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Embleme. VI.
Frequenting Sermons.
The wiſe man ſhall increaſe his wiſdome by hearing Prou:  [...]. V 5.


The Sixth Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS the hearing of the Word of God, expreſſed by the Fig-tree, by reaſon our Saviour Chriſt not onely in his Sermons made frequent mention of it, but alſo becauſe it was ſo diligent an Auditor (as I may ſay) of the Divine Word, that being commanded by it to ſhed its leaves, and wither away, it  [...]bey­ed preſently. The word is,prov. 1. Au­diens ſapiens, ſapientior er [...]t. And have we not a [...] cleare teſtimony of this ſigne of Predeſtination from the mouth of Chriſt him­ſelfe?Iean. 8. Qui ex Deo eſt verba Dei audit, he who is of God doth heare the word of God: which Saint Ambroſe in a certaine paſ­ſage doth excellent well declare. How (ſaith he) can the word of [Page] God reliſh well in thy pallate, which is defiled with the gall f wickedneſſe?Iſ. d. Soli­loq. That which wee heare willingly we [...] put eaſily in execution, and ſuch as thoſe are onely ſa thfull auditors of the Word of God, of whom our Saviour in the Goſpell makes mention. Beati qui audiunt ver­bum Dei, & cuſtodiunt illud. Bleſſed are they who heare the Word of God and keep it. They keep it in vaine in their memo­ries who keep it not in t [...]eir lives, and there are ſome who whilſt they are carefull not to forg [...]t it after once they have heard it, have no ca [...]e in the meane time in conformity unto it, to amend their lives. The whilſt the Predeſtinate conceive in their mindes an ardent lon­ging afte divine and ſacred things,Aug. in Pſal. 118. inſomuch as l [...]ying aſide all buſines, and interrupting their ſports, they even preferre their appetite of hearin the word of God, to that of the neceſſary ſuſtenance of their lives: their affections carrying them away [Page] to Church without admitting any excuſe at all: no tempeſtuous weather can hinder them, nor faire divert their minds, but e­ven then chuſing rather to paſſe their times in the cloſe vaults of the Churches, than in the open field [...], whilſt they are ſtill ſollici­tous to heare, with-hearing yet they are never ſatiated.Eccl. 33. Au [...]is bo­na audiet cum omni concupiſ [...]entia ſapient [...]am. A good eare hear [...]s wiſedome with all avidity. And where is it more infallibly to bee found, than in the Word of God? The ſoule, ſaith St. Bernard, ſeeks after that word,Ser. 85. in Can. by conſenting unto the which it is bettered, by wh [...]ſe illumination it is inſtru­cted, by whoſe ſupport it is ren­dred ve tuous, by whoſe refor­mation it becomes wiſe, unto which to conforme it ſelfe, it is its chiefeſt ornament, and to enjoy it, its onely happineſſe, O how often doth a ſoule high ſed with ſuch food as this exclaime with the Prophet Ieremiah, Hie. 14. I [...]veni ſunt ſermones tui, & comedi eos, &c. I have f [...]und thy words and eate [Page] them up, and thy woad is become the joy and delight of my heart.Chryſoſt. Hom. 14. in Gen. For ſo as witneſſeth St. Chry­ſoſtome, even as it is a ſig [...]e of perfect health of body to bee a hungry, ſo to be deſirous of the Word of God, is a maine argu­ment that we are well in ſoule.
The fi [...]ſt Paragraph.
ANd who will account ſuch an one not diſeaſed in ſoule who will lend no eare to truth, whilſt he wholly beſtoweth them upon frivolous things; and whilſt vices by words in Churches are in­veighed againſt, by his deeds, commits them frequently at home! who in lieu of pious ex­hortations, gives himſelfe wholly to drinking or gaming, or elſe in hunting or hawking trifles out his time; or laſtly, whilſt the Prea­cher is ho [...]ly in the Pulpit repre­hending vice, lyes wallowing in his ſoft bed, all drowſie and lan­guiſhing, and is not aſhamed, like a ſleepy Dor-mouſe to be taken a [...] noon day, yet buried in his fea­therie [Page] Sepulcher. It is a ſhamefull thing I know, to write this of. Chriſtians, but it is a greater ſhame for Chriſtians to be guilty of ſo great abuſe. Theſe are but ſignes of men in deſperate eſtate, and farre different from thoſe by which the Predeſtinate are knowne:Luke 5. Factum eſt autem cùm turbae irruerent in eum, ut audirent verbum Dei, &c. It came to paſſe, that the multitude preſſed upon him to heare the word of God.
Their holy hunger was ſo vehe­ment, that neither the circuit of the Synagogues, nor Temple could containe them, no not the ſpatious walls of the City it ſelf, but they even thronged out into the open fields, as a place onely capable of ſo great a multitude, and whilſt they might ſatisfie their deſire of following and hea­ring him, not one, either man or woman, made any difficulty to go to any place how ſolitary or deſert ſoever it were, whereas wee doe oftentimes think much, even when we live nigheſt the Church, to ſtir a foot out of doores to heare that [Page] which is neceſſary for the refor­mation of our lives, ſo far wee are from running even halfe fa­  [...]iſhed after the Preacher unto the Sea ſide or Wilderneſſe, wee a e even come to that paſſe as there is nothing ſo tedious to us, as to heare the word of God: there is no want now a dayes of Preachers, but of auditors, whilſt they faine a hundred excuſes to abſent themſ [...]lves, and rather than fail of any, there want not thoſe who of pu [...]poſe abſtaine from frequenting Sermons, for feare their wretchleſ [...]e Conſcience ſhould perchance be touched: ſo fearefull guilty men are even toſt, and unto the judgement of them­ſelves, as they dare not appeare befo [...]e the tribunall of their owne conſci [...]nces.
The Prophet Ieremiah ſayes in his Lamentations, that the wayes of Syon made their moane, for that none repaired to her ſolemni­ties: and truely the way [...]s of the Church have no leſſe cauſe now a dayes to make the ſame com­plaint, ſince the wayes of gaming [Page] and Tavernes have all the fre­quency; there is no thronging to heare the preacher now, whereas if a prating Mountebanke but pro­miſe to make us ſome ridiculous ſport, if any publike f [...]ire or aſ­ſembly invite our curioſity, we can preſently finde our legs, we be­ſtow our eyes and eares wholly upon it, and go flocking by heaps unto the ſpecta [...]le: whereas in the meane time, if thoſe who p [...]each the word of God, can bu [...] ſcape the being derided for their la­bours, they thinke it well, though for the reſt we make never ſo light account of what they ſay; an a­buſe of which the holy Scripture doth grievouſly complaine. Yet we cannot deny, but there are ma­ny who give willing eare to Ser­mons, although the number of thoſe is but ſmall, who endevour to become the better for what they heare: they have eares, but they want hands, they heare what they ought to doe, but doe it not, and ſo receive no benefit by hea­ring it. Another ſort there are, who frequent ſermons onely to [Page] ſatisfie their pious curioſities, o­thers onely to paſſe away the time: ſome out of cuſtome, o­thers to become at leaſt the lear­neder, though not better for what they heare: ſome againe frequent the Church onely to bee ſeene and others to have the commodity of ſeeing certaine perſons there, of whom they could not ſo com­modiouſly come to a ſight abroad. Some finally there are who goe onely to laugh, and carpe at that which they ſhall heare, others who reſort thither with intent to ſleep, or entertain ſome idle diſ­courſe the while, or at moſt to afford the Preacher ſuch an eare, as is ſo furred with taking in other impertinent things, as it is able to receive no more. There are but a few, and thoſe onely of the more vertuous ſort, who carry thither a minde prepared to receive inſtru­ction, and have no other intenti­on, than to depart from thence better than they came; who learn not to better their knowledge, but their lives, who hearken as if their eares were chained to the [Page] Preachers words, and willingly give not over hearing, til they find themſelves more vertuouſly incli­ned than they were before.
Nemo odeo ferus eſt qui non miteſ­cere poſsit,
 Si modo culturae, patientem accom­modet aurem.
 There's none but's tam'd, how wild ſo e're he were,
 If hee to's cure but lends a patient eare.

The fold of Chriſt are diſcerned from other ſtraying flocks, by this diſtinction in their eare, in that they heare and obey the word of God with great avidity.

The ſecond Paragraph.
TH [...]t ſerious ſaying of St. Au­guſtine makes a deep impreſ­ſion in the minds of the Predeſti­nate; That they are guilty of no leſſe a crime who negligently hear the Word of God, than thoſe who thorow their careleſneſſe ſuffer the body of Chriſt to fall unto the [Page] ground. Wherefore we are not ſo much to regard in the Prea­cher, who it is that ſpeaks, as who it s that dictate a to him what he is to ſ [...]y; ſince he ſayes nothing, but what he hath in charge to de­li [...]er from A [...]mighty God him­ſelfe.Plom. 26. in  [...]ib. 5. For my owne particular (ſayes Saint Auguſtine) what am I but a ſowers basket, into which he vouchſafed to poure the ſeeds, which I am but to ſcatter among you againe, and ſo you are not ſo much to conſider the unworthi­neſſe of the basket as the wor [...]h of the ſeeds, and the ſowers dig­nity.
A good Chriſtian gathers ſome­what for his inſtruction out of every thing, and is alwayes ma­king his profit out of it, and he may take this for a cleare ſigne of Predeſtination, if ſitting with Mary Magdalen at the feet of our bleſſed Lord, he remaines ſo faſt hanging on his words by the ſtrong chaines of his attentio [...], as no care of any domeſticall buſi­ne [...]se, no ſiſters murmuration, nor no allurements of any friend can [Page] poſſibly draw him thence. Yet neither to heare the Word of God onely, nor what is m [...]re, to remember it, is any ſuch Signe of predeſtination, unleſſe with­all we proceed to put that which we have heard in execution For w [...]at availes it us to have eaten any thing, if as ſoon as we have ſwallowed it we caſt it up again.
The Mother of God among other her rare vertues was par­ticularly prayſed for conſerving all theſe words, Luke 2. and laying them up in h [...]r heart. And the royall Pſalmiſt ſayes, In corde meo ab­ſcondi eloquia tua, ut non pe cem tibi. I have hid thy word in my heart, that I ſhould not ſinne againſt thee. Thoſe who hearing of this word doe conſerve it in a pure and pious heart, and bring forth fruit thereof in patience, are fitly compared to a fruitfull ſoyle; and like as to read and not to underſtand, even ſo to hear, and not to remember what they have heard, is as good as wholly to to have neglected it Th t pa n­ter doth both loſe his time and [Page] labour, which drawes out upon a table ſome curious picture in light water colours, which preſently with a ſpunge he doth deface again: And even as great a folly is it thoſe Chriſtians, who hearing do preſently forget what they have heard. We are there­fore to ſtrive to remember i [...], and that in ſuch a manner, as it be no dead remembrance nei­ther, but rather a quicke and active one, which may urge that on to performance which wee have heard.Iohn 13. Si haec ſcitis, beati cri­tis ſi feceritis ea: no man ever ar­rived to heaven by knowing what was to be done, but by do­ing it: and he is farre from acti­on, who will not ſo much as give eare to what he is to do. The books of the holy Scriptures are of all others the pureſt fountain of knowledge, out of which though never ſo many draw, and that never ſo often, yet it is im­poſſible for to draw it dry: for ſuch is the nature of this rich veine, that the deeper you dive into it, the more it abounds with [Page] divine ſence, and can never bee exhauſt. As the Ant makes pro­viſion of food in the ſummer, a­gainſt the winter ſeaſon; ſo Chri­ſtians, during the calme of their affaires, ſhould ſtore themſelves with the Word of God againſt the ſtormes of future calamities. This is moſt certaine, that never any yet contemned to make his benefit in this kind, but they were at laſt ſo puniſhed for it by Almighty God, that both them­ſelves to their coſt did feele it, and others evidently perceived the ſame, God hath ſo ordeined, that one man ſhould learne of a­nother, and ſubmit himſelfe to his direction; and ſo we ſee that King David although of him­ſelfe he was moſt wiſe and pru­dent, and had beſides in many things, ever the helpe of the ho­ly Ghoſt for his inſtruction, did not yet open his eyes to repent for his grievous ſinnes of mur­ther and adultery (although he could not but know that they were ſeverely forbidden by the Law) untill the Prophet Nathan [Page] had ſharply reprehended him. Our Saviour did (as we may ſay) preach himſelf out of the Clouds unto S Paul, and yet he ſent him to Ananias for his further inſtru­ctions: Cornelius was certified by an Angel, that his prayer and almes-deeds were acceptable to Almighty God, and yet he inti­m [...]ted unto him withall, that he was to repaire to St. Peter for his better information Queen Candace's Treaſurer, whilſt he read the Prophet Iſaiah in his Coach, had no [...] an Angel aſſigned him for his inſtructour, but Saint Philip the Apoſtle: And finally, Moſe [...], who in regard of his neare familiarity with Al­mighty God, may well be ſtiled of his privy Counſell, was not­withſtanding inſtructed by his fathe [...] in law, a forrainer, no otherwiſe than a little Child and taught, not without many b tter taunts how he ſhould be­have himſelf in poynt of gover­ning the Children of Iſrael: ay, even Chriſt himſelfe, the eter­nall wiſedome would ſit among [Page] the Doctors demanding their vice; ſo as t [...]ere are none of what ſexe, of what eſtate or condition ſoever they be, that are exempted from hearing the word of God.

The th rd Paragraph.
BVt you will ſay perhaps you have the reputation of a lear­ned man, I know it well, and what ſequells ſuch great Doctors uſe to inferre from t [...]ence. Be­hold the proud erudition of a mortall wit! and who I pray ever arrived to ſuch a height of knowledge or yeares, as not to be ignorant of farre more than ever he had learnt! but grant that you were the learnedſt man a­live, and had ſuch a proheminen­cy of underſtanding above all the reſt, as you could heare nothing at a ſermon you had not known before: But what becomes of your wil and memory the while? are they never to be inflamed, never to be ſtirred up, is not the one ſometimes to be incited, the other afreſh renewed? how eaſie is  [...]t for the memory to miſtake, [Page] and how prone to errour is the will, unleſſe there be dayly helps invented to rectifie the firſt, and rightly informe the ſecond: for which reaſon it is not on ly ve­ry profitable, but even abſolutely neceſſary, that all doe repaire to ſermons t [...]e evil for their amēd­ment, the good for their per­ſ [...]verance, the ignorant for their inſtruction, and the learned to revive the memory of what they k [...]ow; that ſo at leaſt if they learn nothing a new, they may not forget the old. Audiens ſa­pen ſ [...]p entior eri [...], Prov. 1.18. & au [...]is ſa­pientium quaerit & Doctrinam: the wiſe man by hearing be­comes more wiſe, and the eares of the wiſe are ſtill ſeeking af­ter learning. Herod, though o­therwiſe infamous for his mani­fol [...] wickedneſſe, yet in this was not ſo rude and barbarous, as not to heare willingly the ordinary preacher of his Court, and doe many things at his inſtigation; & licenter audivit, Mach. 6. & audito eo multa faciebat. Whence we may perceive, that there was in Herod [Page] not onely as great willingneſſe to heare, but alſo an unwearied patience the whilſt: for certain­ly St Ioh. Baptiſt could never h [...]ve moved him to have done ſo much unleſſe he had both f [...]equently heard him, and that too in tou­ching ma [...]y particulars; for we are not indeed to imagine t [...]at he would onely in groſſe admoniſh the King of his many flagitious crimes, but he at large by maine force of reaſons confuted them, and both ſet his vices before his eyes, and withall powerfully diſ­ſwaded him from the commit­ting them It was impoſſible that St. Iohn with one onely ſermon could ſufficiently argue the Kings inceſtuou [...] adultery, and his other grievous crimes, but it was requiſite that he ſhould be­ſtow a ſermon upon each one of them, or rather indeed many in onely taxing one; for his mind obdurate in wickedneſſe, was by an often iterated battery to be expugn'd, and nevertheleſſe li­benter eum audiebat; he gave wil­ling eare unto him. And al­though [Page] St. Iohn often publikly exprobrated unto his face his im­piety in retaining of his brothers wife, non licet tibi habere uxorem fratris tui, and without doubt with abundant reaſons proved the unlawfulneſſe of the fact; yet ſtill libenter eum audiebat. So great a deſire had Herod of he [...] ­ring him, whilſt the Sain [...] perſi­ſted with ſo great a conſtancy in reprehending him, neither are we to think, that he ſmother d in the meane time, under a political ſilence  [...]he reſt of his enormous crimes, no, St. Luke is his wit­neſſe, where he ſayes that Herod the Tetrarch was rep ehended by him, Luk. 3. both for Herodiana his bro­thers wife, as alſo for the reſt of the evill which he did. So as he neither ſpared to tell him of his tyranny in ſo many civill ſlaugh­ters, of his exaction on the peo­ple, in taxes & impoſts, nor laſtly of his rioto s ſpending it againe for the maintenance of his luſt, and yet for all this, libenter cum aud ebat; and ſo great was He­rods patience in hearing him, as [Page] neither at his firſt ſermon, the moſt vehement of all, not his ſe­cond or third, nor any of the reſt, he ever ſhewed himſelf offended, or agrieved,Luke 3. but libenter eum au­diebat: nor ever thought he prea­ched too often, or too long, too ſharp, or biting for him, or too plaine, and ſimple for the popu­lar eare: libenter eum audiebat & audito eo multa faciebat; ſo that well he might complaine, that he perſevered not in the perfor­mance of that which the Saint ſo earneſtly inculcated, but never (with Seneca) that fortune had envied him the knowledge of the truth.l. 6. de bene [...]ſ. c. 3. Et monſtrabo tibi cui rei la­borent magna faſtigia quid omnia poſsidentibus deſit, ſcilicet, ille qui verum dicat Non vide [...] quem­admodum ill [...]s in praeceps agat ex­tincta libertas, dum nemo ex animi ſui ſententia ſuadet, diſſua­detque, & unum amicorum omnium officium eſt, una contentio, quis blandiſsime fallat? I will unfold unto you, ſayes he, the diſcom­modities which great men are ſubject to, and what i [...] wanting [Page] to thoſe who poſſeſſe every t [...]ing; that is, one to tel them the truth; doe you not perceive how for want of that liberty they are all driven to ruine? whilſt they have no faithfull friend either to per­ſwade or diſſwade them any thing, but all take it for their du­ties, and make it their ſtudies to deceive him with their ſervile flatteries. A crime which St. Iohn for his part in regard of Herod was ſo far from being guilty of, as he ſeemed to be incapable of nothing more, than concealing of the truth, whilſt he performed the duties of a faithfull admoni­ſher with all ſincerity of heart, and liberty of ſpeech, ſtill plying the Kings eare with non licet tibi Herodes, non licet tibi: it is not lawful for thee, O Herod, it is not lawfull for thee: and that to keep him ſtil ſenſible of his offence. And where now are thoſe nice and dainty eares, who if they but imagine themſelves glanc't at by any words, thogh miſunderſtood, and wreſted to a doubtful ſence, proteſt preſently againſt the [Page] Preacher, and all ſuch aſſemblies. It  [...]s hard to ſay, whether in this they out-ſtrip not Herod in wickednes, or no; ſince whilſt they refuſe as well  [...]s he to amend their lives, they abſtain from ſermons, the onely remedies to amend them; which Herod would never doe. He who refuſeth to be per­ſwaded by his teacher, doth but yeeld  [...]o the perſwaſion of the enemy, and  [...]ommends but a ſcholler to a fooles direction, who will be taught by no other than himſelfe: ſo whoſoever  [...]onceives ſo highly of himſelfe as to  [...]corne all other Maſters beſides,  [...]hewes more arrogancy in it than eru­dition. Neither can there be any love of vertue in him who either hates or deſpiſes the knowledge of heavenly  [...]hings. The beginning of eſtranging our ſelves from God, is our diſdaine of hearing his word; and he loves not God, who is not deſirous of ſpirituall  [...]nſtruction; for as gold is tryed by  [...]he touchſtone, ſo are the thoughts of man revealed by the Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſt.


§
[Page]
Embleme. VII.
Almes-deedes.
And hee gaue euery man Comādement concerning his neigbour. Eccle. 17. V 14.


The ſeventh Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS Almes-deeds, beſtowed with  [...] tender affection. The device is the Balſame tree, Eccl. 17. of moſt ſoveraign vertue, eſpecially for the cure of wounds and ulcers. The Motto Vni­cuique mandavit Deus de proximo ſuo. God hath committed the care of his neighbour unto every one, Poverty is a grievou ulcer of the body, but ſin a more grievous one of the ſoule; to the cure of either, Almes-deeds doe wonderfully conferre, chiefely if t [...]ey goe accompanyed with a ready mind. This we learne of the Apoſtle; Indui­te vos viſcere miſericordiae ſicut electi Dei, Inveſt your ſelves, ſayes he,Coloſ. 3. with the bowels of mercy, as becomes the E­lected of Almighty God; where he requires not onely the helping hand, but alſo the willing mind of him who gives, and he is truely happy who hath a right underſtanding of the poor and needy, for God will deliver him in the day of evill. A verity confirmed [Page] by a cleare argument drawne out of ho [...]y Scripture;Pſal. 40. qui accipit mutuum, ſervus eſt foenerantis: he who borrows becomes a ſervant of him who lends; but our moſt rich God borrowes of us in the perſons of the poore; whence the concluſion may eaſily be deduced. As for the minor of this Syllogiſme,Coloſ. 3. it is Solomons in effect: Foeneratur Domino, qui miſeretur paupe­ris, He takes uſury of the Lord (which is the ſame, a God borrowes of him) who hath pitty of the poor. Chriſt by the mouth of St. Auguſtine in this manner begs an Almes of us: Beſtow ſomewhat upon me of that which I have given thee, I aske but part of that which is all mine owne: in giving you make but reſtitution, and oblige me your debtor for what you give, whom you had a benefactor of all you have. Give me but temporall things, and I will repay you with e­ternall ones:Orat. de a­more Paup. teipſum tibi reddam, quando te mihi reddidero, and Saint Gregory Nazianzen ſayes; look that thou beeſt a God to the calamitous, in imitating the mercy of God in their behalfe, for man hath nothing in him more divine, than the power to oblige other men unto him by his benefits, The poore is committed to [Page] thy charge, as to another God, and ſuch a God on earth was holy Iob: Pater eram pauperum, Iob 29. & cauſam quam neſciebam diligentiſsimè inveſtigabam, oculus fuic aec [...], & pes claudo. I was (ſayes he) a Father of the poore, and I diligently informed my ſelf when I did not througly underſtand their caſe: I was an eye unto the blind, and feet unto the lame. And Toby that man ſo deare unto Almighty God, eleemoſyna ab omni peccato & a morte liberat, &c. Almes-deeds,Iob. 4. ſayes he he, delivers us both from ſin and death, and ſuffers not a ſoule to de­ſcend into darkneſſe;Ibid. fiducia magna erit coram ſummo Deo eleemoſyna, om­nibus facientibus eam. Almes-deeds will be a great cauſe of confidence to all thoſe who have exerciſ [...]d it, when they ſhal ſtand before Almighty God.
The firſt Paragraph.
MElius eſt hanc artem dandi elee­moſynamſcire, quam eſſe regem, Hom. 55. & 36. ad pop. ſayes St Chryſoſtome, it is better to be converſant in this art of beſtow­ing Almes, than to be a King; as that which builds us everlaſting man­ſions in heaven, and teaches us the way to become like to God. It is a [Page] great thing to be a man,  [...]ut to be a mercifull man is a pretious thing, qui pronus eſt ad miſeri [...]ordiam, Prov 22. benedi­cetur, de panibus enim ſuis dedit paupe­ri, he who is prone to mercy, ſhall be bleſſed, for he hath beſtowed his bread upon the poore. Wherefore  [...]hi [...] benificence (to ſpeak ſtill with the ſame golden mouth'd St. Chryſoſtome) is that which reſembleth us to God: this is the Mother o [...] Charity,Chry. hom. 6. in ca [...]. 3. ep. ad Tritem. and the proper badge of Chriſtian perfection, which diſtinguiſhes Chriſt [...] Diſciples from other men. This i [...] that which cures our infirmities, which waſhes a­way the ſtaines of our ſoule: this, that ladder whi h was reared up to Heaven Theſ [...] rizate vobis theſauros in caelo, Matth. 6. hoard up treaſures for your ſelves in heaven, ſayes our Saviour Chriſt: Hearken O ye rich, and learn a new art, which heaven it ſelfe doth teach, a new way of gathering riches together, ſpargere: be liberall of it, you were miſta [...]en hitherto, the way to become rich is to give your wealth away, and not to hoard it up: he who in this world diſtributes his treaſure among the poore, doth but lay it up ſo his owne uſe in the next. Nei- is it neceſſary that we diſcharge our money by whole handfulls on the [Page] poore; give but halfe-pence, give but farthings, or a cruſt of bread, (ſo you do it freely and willlingly) and in inter­change thereof you ſhal receive whole worlds of treaſure and poſſeſſions. The Cenſours in ancient time were wont now and then to viſit the Citi­zens houſes, and ſurvey their garments, to ſee whether they were not moath­eaten, their bread mouldy, meat tain­ted, or the like, neither without rea­ſon; and I feare me that if any ſuch viſit ſhould bee made now a dayes, there would be ſome found who feed vermine with that they have, rather than they will beſtow it on the poore. But now we know how to diſpoſe ſo of our ſubſtance, as neither ruſt, moath, nor any other vermine can an­noy it.Matth. 6. Theſurizate vobis theſauros in caelo, ubi neque erugo, neque tinea de­molitur, &c. Lay up treſure for your ſelves in heaven, where neither ruſt, nor moath can do it any harme, where neither any thief can break in and ſteal it thence. Manna did not corrupt, un­leſſe it was layd up for the next day, neither doth any ſtock ſo much dimi­niſh as theirs, who are too carefull to preſerve it ſtill entire; you can ſecure it no better way, than by  [...]ruſting it in the hands of the poore and their ſto­macks, [Page] as the beſt Granaries to ſtacke up our corne, ſince there it is ſecure from fire, and ye are ſure to receive it with increaſe againe. Had Abſalom but cut his bright treſſes off, his haire had beene an ornament to his head, and not the occaſion of its confuſion; and ſo if the wealthier ſort would but contribute part of their ſubſtance to­wards the maintenance of the poore, they ſhould have as many friends at command, as now they have crownes; whereas now they affect nothing by their covetouſneſſe, but that the more money they have, in the more dange­rous eſtate they live in. The ſonne of Sirach perſwades us, Perdere pecuni [...]m propter fratrem, Eccl. 29. & amicum tuum, & non abſcondas illam ſub lapide in perdi­tionem: To caſt away our money for (the behalfe of your friend and brother, and not to hide it under a ſtone to our own perdition; and our Saviour Chriſt bids us dare, Eccl. 29. & dabitur vobis, To give, that we may receive againe. Wells become fowle, if they be not often uſed, and the more water you draw from them, the more pure you render them. The Predeſtinate, if it were poſſible, when they beſtow an almes, would give their hearts withall, ſo willingly they impart their ſubſtance to the poore, and in [Page] this ſence our bleſsed Saviour pronoun­ces the mercifull to be bleſſed, to wit, not onely ſuch as have ability to afford much, but alſo thoſe who have a deſire ſo be beneficiall unto all. It was Py­thagoras opinion, ſimilia non niſi a ſi­milibu [...] comprehendi. That like was not attained but by its like, and ſo it happens in this kinde of Merchandiſe, where one commodity is not purchaſed, but by exchange of the ſame commodity againe. Oleum emitur oleo: wilt thou obtaine mercy? by works of mercy it is to be purchaſed. But you will ſay, perhaps, by giving unto others you may happen to impoveriſh your ſelfe? what a vaine caution is this, rather to truſt to our owne forces than to the promi­ſes of Chriſt? How many have been beggered by their covetouſneſse, whilſt never any was undone by charity to the poor? God contends with us in libe­rality, and wil not give over but on the better hand.King. 3.7. King, 4.4. The poore widow gained more by Elias, than his ſlender refreſh­ment came to, and Eliſeus hoſteſſe was more obliged to him, than he to her.

The ſecond Paragraph.
THere are many (but thoſe not of the number of the predeſtinate) [Page] who give rarely any almes but malig­nantly: To give malignantly, is to be­ſtow that onely on the poore which we have our ſelves in loathing, which we know no thow otherwiſe to be rid of, it is ſo wholly unfit for any uſe, ſuch, if they have any meat tainted with long keeping, if the bread bee mouldy: or the drinke be ſowre, if they have any thing in fine ſo loathſome, ſo ſtinking, as they could not find in their hearts to beſtow it on a dog, can then thinke of giving it to the poore, a great benevolence no doubt. Alas deare Chriſtians! how often with ſoothing perſwaſions doe we deceive our ſelves? This is not (as the Prophet Baruch ex­probrated to ſome) to offer oyle, but onely the Olive ſtones. And what was the reaſon that God rejected Cain and his offerings, but onely becauſe having ability to offer better fruits of the earth, he offered him the worſt: Our good wills of giv [...]ng more, ſuffices when we have not much to give, but if we have large ability, we are inexcu­ſable, if we give ſparingly. When thou canſt not help the poor with thy deeds, at leaſt afford them comfort in thy words, and pitty them in thy heart, whom thou canſt not ſuccour in thy actions: neither thoſe Iſraelites, nor [Page] their offerings were deſpiſed, who pre­ſented onely flower, goats hai [...]e, and briſtles, becauſe it was all they were able to beſtow; whereas (as St. Chry­ſoſtme notes) ſhould they have preſen­ted nothing elſe, who had ability to of­fer more, they had incurred by it a hea­vy malediction. Others there are for­wards enough in giving Almes, but whilſt they are no leſse prone to their filthy pleaſures, than to Almes, they defile the oyle of mercy, with the ſor­didneſse of their licentious lives. The Anazarboei, a people of Cilicia, were wont to att [...]biute their fertility of O­lives to their virgins chaſtities, for which cauſe they ſuffered none to ma­nure and plant them but onely them. For Chriſtians let them aſsure them­ſelves, that there is ſuch an antipathy betwixt this Olive of mercy, and Ve­nus laſcivious Myrtle, that in one com­mon inclo [...]ure they can never be con­tained, and that Almes which goes ac­companied with diſhoneſt life, cannot be pleaſing to Almighty God; neither will he regard the liberality of our hands, which is proceeding from a li­bidinous mind. Others againe there are wholly not wallowing like thoſe in the mire of carnall pleaſures, but yet in that they affect prayſe, and a kinde [Page] of oſtentation in their Almes, they effect nothing with all their bootleſse paynes, but onely profuſe this oyle of liberality And why deare Chriſtian, wilt thou let thy left hand be privy to what thy right hand doth? as i [...] ſuch as thoſe were not juſtly, by that myr­ror of patience,Iob 15. holy Iob, compared to the Olive caſting of i [...]s flowers which tree,Greg. lib. 12. mor. 26. according to St. Gregory, though it never bee ſo well t [...]ken with bloſ­ſoms, yet if it be nipt with any bleake ayre, becomes wholly deſtitute of fruit: Even ſo, although thou beeſt ne­ver ſo charitable to the poore, if thou doſt it becauſe others ſee thee, or to be ſeene by others, the breath of their commendations blaſts all the fruit thereof. As for the Almes which the Predeſtinete beſtow, no living eye is conſcious of it, except that from which nothing can be hid, neither doe they expect any praiſe for it, but onely his, from whom they hope likewiſe for their reward. And St. Chryſoſtome tea­cheth, though Almes have golden wings yet they are not of the nature of the Peacocks, to Court admiration here, whilſt the reward which attends it is in heaven, but thither it ſoa [...]es up upon its glittering wings, and takes its ſtand before our Saviour Chriſt, [Page] whom it acknowledges in the perſon of the poore; yea, their Almes-deeds is ſo farre from the deſire of divulging of it ſelfe, as if it were poſſible it would be latent to thoſe who diſpoſe of it; ſo little doth a good man care how few be of counſaile to what he doth, ſo long as he is ſure, that he is not igno­rant of it, who onely can and will re­ward him for it. For which reaſon St. Cyprian calls a mind thus propenſe un­to the poore, a moſt ſure caution of our ſecurity, whereby wee have engaged God our debtor, and endeared our ſelves into the favour of our ſoveraigne Iudge.

The third Paragraph.
AT the day of Iudgement we ſhall be moſt rigorouſly examined on this particular, when thoſe who ſhall be convicted to have beene ſterne, hard hearted, and unmercifull to the poore; ſhall be condemned by a legall, and moſt terrible ſentence; Ite maledicti in ignem aeternum, Goe ye accurſed into everlaſting  [...]re. On the contrary, thoſe whom the divine predeſtination had from all eternity deſigned for the So­ciety of Angels, may approach unto the Iudge, and confidently ſay, deale [Page] liberally now with us, as we have de [...]lt with others; beſtow thy ſelfe upon us, ſince for thee wee have be­ſtowed our Almes upon the poore, we have had compaſſion of others, where­fore now have compaſſion on us a­gaine, we have performed that which thou didſt require, it reſts that thou performe that which thou haſt promi­ſed. When the Iudge farre from of­fence to be ſo confidently challenged of his promiſes, will ingeniouſly con­feſſe the obligation, and they ſhall be­hold in his wide and open ſide, this inſcription ingraven in his very wounds in Characters of pretious ſtones: Venite benedicti poſsidete reg­num; Come yee bleſſed, poſſeſſe your Kingdome, enjoy your hearts deſires. I remember my promiſes, and commend your deſerts, which worthily preferre you to ſo great a recompence, come and receive your reward, interminable in date, invaluable in worth; all the good offices you did to my poore, were done unto my ſelfe, your charity pro­vided me of meat and drinke, your garments cloathed me when I was a ſtranger, your Roofes received and lodged me; neither could the ſtrong bars of priſons debar your pitties from viſiting of mee there; nay I even owe [Page] my life unto your compaſſion, Ve­nite benedicti; for thoſe cruſts of bread, you beſtowed in Almes upon the poore, come and feaſt with me for all eternity; for harbouring ſtrangers in your houſe [...], I have pro­vided a habitation with the Angels for you: for cloathing the ſhivering members of the naked, I here inveſt you with the royall purple of immor­tality, venite Benedicti. O what com­mutation, what recompence is here! a ſtole of glory, the riches of hea­ven, interminable felicity and de­lights, for rags, odd farthings, a few crums of bread. Omnis m [...]ſericordia facit locum unicuique ſecundum meri­tum operum tuorum, &c. Eccl. 16. All mercy ſhall make a place to every man ac­cording to the merit of his workes, and according to the underſtanding of his peregrination. I would to God this were as perſwaſive to every one, as it is true; then there is none but would purchaſe heaven at ſo cheap a price. It is a moſt true and excellent ſaying of St. Auguſtine; Ceſ. Arclit. Rom. 13. Si vis mer­cator eſſe optimus, &c. If thou wilt play the wiſe Merchant indeed, forgoe that which thou canſt not keep poſſeſſion of, in exchange  [...]f that which thou canſt never loſe; depart with a [Page] little, for the returne of a hundred fold; give a piece of money to the poore, to obtaine a whole Kingdom for it of Chriſt our Lord; beſtow a bit of bread, to receive forgiveneſſe of thy ſi [...]s, disfurn ſh thy ſelfe of a ſlight garment, to merit by it a ſtole of laſting glory; give theſe deſpicable things, to purchaſe eternall ones. What extreme folly is it,In Mat. 6. ſayes Saint Chryſoſtome, illic tua relinquere, unde exiturus es: & illuc non praemittere quo es, to leave thy ſubſtance there behind thee, from whence thou art to depart, rather than to ſend it before thee thither where thou art to goe: wherefore let it it be our chiefeſt care to furniſh that place with our trea­ſures, w [...]ere afterwards we are to make our reſidence.
[Page]


§
[Page]
Embleme VIII.
Selfe-Contempt.
Except yee become as little Childeren, you ſhall not enter into ye kingdome of Heauen. Matth: 18 V. 3.


The Eighth Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS an abject opinion of our ſelves, which beares for its Impreſſa the Cypreſſe tree, whith this Motto Ni­ſi efficiamini, Matth 18. ſicut parvuli non intrabi­tis in regnum coelorum, Ʋnleſſe ye be­come like one of theſe little ones, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdome of Heaven. This tree remaines alwayes fragrant and flouriſhing, and not one­ly admits not corruption in it ſelfe, but alſo preſerves all other things from noyſome ſavours, which are imbalmed with it, and therefore with good reaſon it ſerves for the expreſ­ſion of thi abject opinion of our ſelues, which both deſtroyes this worme of pride in us, and preſerves us from being rotted and corrupted by ſelfe­complacence, a ſort of infection of all others moſt contagious. O di ſuperbos & arceo, &c. J abhorre, Pſal. 101. and reject the proud, (ſaith the royall Prophet) neither ſhall he whoſe actions ſavour of any pride, inhabite in the midſt of my [Page]Houſe. There is rarely any phyſick as they ſay, that is ſoveraignly medici­nall indeed, that hath not its mixture of ſome poyſon, or ſophiſticated drug. This I am ſure, there is no vice that is not compounded of ſome ſecret pride, as you ſhall perceive if you but conſider them Initium omnis peccati, eſt ſuperbia, Eccl. 10. &c. The beginning of every ſinne is pride, and he who per­ſiſts in it ſhall have his fill of Male­diction; and it wil be his ruine in the end. Pride is the nuzler of a dan­gerous wit, and from thence it breaks forth into various and exorbitant vi­ces at every turne; now of hate, now love, but chiefely of envy, whilſt it is obnoxious to the diſtreſſes of all caſualities, for there are not more anxious, or ſubject to more continu­all diſquiet, than thoſe who onely co­vet prayſe, but think it abſolutely due to their deſerts: ſince they are ever apt to imagine themſelves con­temned, when that debt is not paid to their expectation, and in the mean while, wrea [...] their ſpight of others contumelies (as they conceit) with fretting and inward repining on themſelves. They live in as dar [...]e an ignorance of others vertues, as of their owne defects, and out of this [Page] ſwolne arrogancy of theirs, breake with all piety and fidelity, and in a word, with whatſoever ſhould bee moſt deare unto a man, for a little ſame and covetouſneſſe of eſteeme. And whereas the ſubject of other vi­ces, are but commonly abject and ig­noble things, that of pride ordinarily is the moſt excellent, it making a prey of all worthy actions, of eminency in any knowledge, and even of vertue and ſanctity it ſelf, much like thoſe little worms which lye gnawing at the coares of every better fruit. A proud man repreſents the devils man­ners moſt unto the life, for as one ſought to equallize himſelfe unto the higheſt, ſo the other will not onely ſtand in competency, but even ſeek to be preferred to all Sed nuſ­guam non reſiſtit ſuperbis Deu. But God never failes to reſiſt the proud, he can throw him downe with more eaſe from his higheſt aymes, than ſome ſtout defendant ſtanding upon the battlements of a Tower, doth thoſe who ſcale the walls, and cut them off with as much facility, as a Gardner crops off with a light hand thoſe little ſprouts which ſhoot out above the reſt. Saul in his humility was advanced unto a Throne, from [Page] whence in his pride he was tumbled downe againe. There are ſome who have a naturall averſion from Cats, ſpiders, or ſome particular food It is naturall to God to execrate and abhorre the proud. Abominatio domi­ni eſt omnis arrogans, immundus eſt apud Deum omnis qui exaltat cor ſuum. As the moſt contagious diſeaſes doe uſe to break out in ſeverall parts of man, ſo pride will not be ſtinted to any particular place; but now it ex­preſſes it ſelfe in our eyes, now it takes poſſeſſion of our tongues, it ap­propriates this mans hands unto its uſe, in anothers garments it uſeth to cloath itſelfe, and ſits with ſo much ſettled gravity in a [...]others carriage as an hundred Preachers could not re­move it thence: ſome againe there are, who affect ſuch a kind of careleſs behaviour, as if you did not know the ſecret arts they have to profeſſe their pride, and ſumptuoſiti [...]s in banquets, edifices, their children [...] breeding, the ſplendor of their retinue, and their furniture, you would imagine them ſworne enemies of ſo much vanity. Inſomuch, as the very ayre we breath, is pride in all we do, though it be ſo delicate as it is ſcarce perceptable. Now we deſcend even below ab­jection [Page] it ſelfe, our words are meere honey and roſes, wee utter nothing but the pure ſilken phraſes of the Court, we crouch unto all, to make our way by indirect meanes to riſe, and  [...]aving reached that height once, which we aſpired unto, we neither indure equalls, nor ſuperiors. What makes thee ſo proudly arrogant t [...]ou ſilly duſt, and a [...]es, when the leaſt blaſt of death can ſcatter all thy greatneſſe? In what canſt thou re­ceive ſuch ſelfe complacence, who ſtink'ſt ſo odiouſly in the noſtrills of men, of Angels, and of God? and whilſt thou breatheſt nothing but earth, (ô limbe of Adam as thou art) thou even poyſone [...] the ayre with the ſtench of Lucifer! But if thou canſt be as well deli [...]hted with the goodly height of the Cypreſſe, as with its g [...]atefull ſmell, thou maiſt c [...]imbe up on the condition, that from thence thou reflect a diſdainfull eye on none but on thy ſelfe; and t is is true greatneſſe, true magnanimity, to en­tertaine in high places humble thoughts, and as faſt as thou art ex­alted, to debaſe thy ſelfe; and (which is more proper to the Predeſtinate) to touch heaven with their merits, whilſt in their owne conceit they yet lye [Page] groveling on the ground. Divinae gratiae familiaris eſſe ſolet humilitas, Hom. 4. ſu­pra miſſus eſt. &c. Betwixt divine grace and hu­militie (ſayes St. Bernard) there is a ſtrait league of friendſhip. What a ſublime humility is that, which ho­nour cannot remove, nor glory make arrogant? For a deſpicable perſon to abaſe himſelfe, is not much, but humilitas honorata; humility in ho­nour is a rare vertu [...] indeed. Doe you heare this O y [...]e Kings, yee Princes and Potentates of the earth? Do you heare this,  [...]ou who are no leſſe lear­ned than arrogant, you whoſe poſſeſ­ſions make you deſpiſe all other men, Ra [...]a virtus eſt humilitas honorata, hu­mility in honour is a vertue deſerving all admiration. It is the proper effect of true humility, to make thoſe con­demne themſelves by their owne ver­dicts for moſt unworthines, who in the judgment of heaven are eſteemed for grea eſt ſanctity. So Abraham, a man moſt acceptable to Almighty God, accounted himſelfe no other than duſt and aſhes: St. Peter, the Rock upon whom Chriſt built his Church, openly and ingenuouſly, pro­feſſed himſelfe a ſinfull man St. Paul, that  [...]ſſ [...]ll of election and Prince of  [...], reputed himſelfe but as [Page] an abortive iſſue, and unworthy the ti [...]le of an Apoſtle. This hold for certaine, the baſe of all true height and dignity, is no other than humility, and a contemptible opinion of our ſelves.
The firſt Paragraph.
PRide is the ruine of all vertues, and the ſteep precipice of Angels and of men. Good God, what a change, what a commu [...]ation was then between heaven and earth, when the moſt glorious amongſt Angels was caſt headlong downe from hea­ven to earth, whilſt the miſerableſt po [...]reſt ſoule on earth was elevated by the hands of Angels unto heaven? Lucifer through his pride did fall from thence, whither poore ulcerous Lazarus was exalted for his humility, who it is credible did not ſo often number his vertues as his ſores; no doubt out of genuine ſelfe con­tempt of his, ſeemed more patient unto all, than unto himſelfe, It is a very true and ſignificant ſaying of a certaine Saint,  [...]arum valet qui ſe ali­quid valere cenſet, nil penitus valet qui ſe multum valere autumat. He is worth but littl [...] who in his owne [Page] account ſeems to  [...]e w [...]rth any thing, and he nothing at all, who conceits himſelfe much worth. With whom St. Bernard doth well accord, where he ſaith, Omnia ill [...] d [...]ſunt, qui nihil ſibi deeſſepu [...]at, That he wants all, who imagines himſelfe to want nothing: And we may add, that they ſcarcely ſeeme to be borne for heaven, who whilſt they are ſelfe-conceited of their owne actions, become as ſharp cenſurers of others lives, as they are fooliſh admirers of their owne; and whilſt with an affected blindneſs they bleare their owne judgements of themſelves, can never judge aright of other men. Out upon this vanity! Can we think that heaven will ever give admittance unto ſuch pride as this? no, it is onely for the predeſti­nate, who cenſure nones lives ſo ri­gorouſly as their owne: who oftner  [...]t in judgement on their owne man­ners, than on other mens, and are ſo farre mo [...]e ſevere unto them elves than to all beſides, as they eaſily par­don others, never themſelves, when they have d [...]ne amiſſe. Miſerable as we are [...]  [...]ho being but duſt and ſha­dow s dayly gliding away after thoſe who are v [...]niſhed before, can yet glory in our own Progenitor, & ſh [...]w ong [Page] ranged ſtatutes of our Anceſtours, as if he were a man who can number more men of his linage paſt. Homo vanitati ſimil s factus eſt, die ejus ſicut umbra praetereunt. Man is become like unto vanity, and his dayes doe vaniſh away like a ſhadow. Where­ſoever we reflect our eyes, we finde cauſe ſufficient to diſſolve them into teares. If we fixe them on heaven, whilſt we behold our Country aloof we cannot but conſider our ſelves in baniſhment,; if on earth, it is but the upbraiding remembrance of our grave, and however we betrample it for the preſent with our feet, it makes full account to have the diſpoſure of our heads at laſt: finally, if on our ſelves, O what a fair and ruddy fruit! but alas all worme-eaten within; where ordour, ſtench, corruption, death it ſelfe have taken their lod­gings up. If we con i [...]er our owne hearts, what a foule abyſſe, and depth it is, all beſet with knotted beds of Snakes and Add rs? woe, woe's us, we even ſwarme with vices, and yet cannot cont [...]mne our  [...]elves: we bee oppr ſſed with a world of follies, miſerie, and ſinnes, and ye [...] aff ct the reput [...]tion of wiſe, happy, learned, and holy men. The predeſtinate the [Page] while convert all this unto their grea­ter profit, & out of the conſiderations of their daily actions and themſelves, doe draw forth motives of their own contempt Theſe can eaſily with St. Paul be induced to ſlight and con­temne all other things, who have firſt learned to ſlight and contemne themſelves. This b [...]ing ſo, whoſoe­ver deſires to be truely happy indeed, muſt procure to take diligently out this leſſon of his owne contempt; from whence he is to proceed (ex­cepting God) to contemne all other things. The Predeſtinate can beſt reliſh that excellent ſaying of Saint Chryſoſtome, Hom. 3. in Mat. Minimum de ſe ſenſiſſe tam m [...]gram eſt, quam es maximas fe­ciſſe, It is as great matter for a man to account but little of himſelf as to have exployted mighty things. As alſo that of our Saviour Chriſt, he who aſpires to be greateſt among you, ſhal be the leaſt in the Kingdome of heaven (if ever they arrive to ſo much happi­nes) They are not ignorant how the way of humility is craggy and paine­full at the firſt, but afterwards it be­comes more eaſie and delightſome. They know there reſts  [...]f their jour­ney but this one ſteep aſcent, and ſo gratefull unto all who direct them on [Page] their way, they climb it up with all alacrity. They love to be contemned, they affectionately imbrace the occa­ſions, they reioyce to ſee themſelves deſpiſed, and more inſult over them­ſelves in the meane time, than any e­nemy. Theſe when they are injured are ſo far from revenging their quar­rell by the ſword, as they utter not a word in their owne defence. H [...]re none ſtretches forth an arme, or bran­diſheth a ſword to vindicate a wrong, as knowing the more profit redounds unto them, the more they are con­temned. The predeſtinate only know, as  [...]en deeply read in the ſchoole of Chriſt our Saviour, that they are ne­ver the worſe for m [...]ns deriding, nor leſſe for t [...]eir contemning them Tan­tus eſt unuſquiſque, 1. Kin [...]s 16. quantus eſt in oc­culis Dei: A man is no more than juſt as hee appeares in God Almighties eye: non pilo major, &c. not a haire greater, neither doth God judge by mens eſti­mation. When we ſeeme little to our ſelves we ſeeme great to God, and then leaſt to him when we ap­peare the greateſt to our ſelves. The deeper a Well is, the more purer is it water: and the mo [...]e vile eſteem one conceiveth of himſelf, the more gratefull he is unto Almighty God: [Page] All which ſeems eminent in us, is to be abaſed, our high ſpirits level ed with the ground, an [...] the univerſall fabrick of our pride buried under the heaps of our miſeries, ignorances, and imperfections. Musk, as they ſay, having loſt its ſavour, by being bu­ryed in ſome ſtink [...]ng dunghill reco­v [...]rs it gaine; and ſo if we  [...]ut true­ly enter into the conſideration of our owne vileneſſe and ſurquedy, we ſhal exhale not any ſuch odour as we did before, but that of the amendment of our ſelves, the onely conducing meanes to our ſalvation.

The ſecond Paragraph.
A Holy religions man being de­manded once, which in his opi­nion was the moſt expeditious way to heaven, anſwered. Si ſe homo ſem per accuſat. For a man ever to accuſe himſelfe. Lib de virg. c. 31. And this according to St. Auguſtine, is the very ſum of all Chriſtian learning: and St Ambroſe avouches,Lib de virg. c. 31. A pol. de dau. c. 9. Signum electorum eſt, male de  [...]e ſentire, & vulnus ſuum agnoſce­re. That it is an infallible ſigne of the  [...]lect when one ackn w edges his infirmities, and thinks contemp­tibly of himſelfe: on the contrary, [Page] Reproborum eſt proprium ſemper prava agere, In. c. 5. Iob. & nunquam quae egerint retra­ctare, &c. ſayes St. Gregory, It is the cuſtome of the reprobate to bee al­wayes committing evill, and never wil­ling to amend their wickedneſſe, but they paſſe over all they doe in the blindneſſe of their minds, and nothing but puniſhment can make them ſen­ſible of the harme they doe; whereas the elect doe dayly trace out their actions to the very fountaines head of thoſe thoughts, from whence they ſprung. Neither for this are they ever the more ſecure, ſince they know there are many things may eſcape their ob­ſervation, which onely the all-ſear­ching eye of Almighty God perceives. The Sonne of Syrach counſailes us,Eccl. 3. quanto magnus es humilia te in omnibus & coram deo invenies gratiam. The greater thou art, humble thy ſelfe the more in every thing, and thou ſhalt finde grace before Almighty God; ſeeing the power of God is onely great, and hee is honoured in the humble. Aſſuredly among all others it is the greateſt perfection to have a true knowledge of our owne imperfe­ctions, and that ſoule merits more of true praiſe, in underſtanding it ſelfe, [Page] than in neglecting that, to know the courſe of the Starres, the li­mits of the Earth, the vertues of Plants, the abſtruſe ſublimity of Heaven, and the Earths unfatho­med profundity:Aug. Wouldſt thou con­trive ſome edi [...]ce of eminent altitude? thinke firſt of laying the foundation in Humility; all naturally aſpire un­to the top, but Humil ty is the fi ſt ſt [...]p unto it. Our Co [...]ntrey is high, the way unto it low; and who can ſeriouſly wiſh to arrive unto it, who refuſeth to goe the way? But alas, it is a miſery, which Saint Hierom doth worthily deplore,Hier. epiſt. 27. Multi humilitatis umbram, veritatem pauci ſectantur, that many follow the ſhadow of hu­mility, but few the ſubſtance; few in­deed, but thoſe few  [...]nely happy, thoſe few of the Predeſtinate, who the more they behold, the more they diſl [...]ke themſelves; and thoſe the more pretious in the eyes of God, the more they appeare contemptible in their ow [...]e Qui minus ſe vident, Greg. lib. 33  [...]oral. c. 5. mi­nus ſibi diſplicent, ſayes Saint Gregory. Thoſe who leaſt conſider themſelves, are thoſe who diſpleaſe themſelves the leaſt. Many whilſt they know many things are ignorant of themſelves, and [Page] in Gods eyes ſeeme the leſſe the grea­ter they ſeeme in their owne. To con­clude, the beſt and ſafeſt aſcent to Al­mighty God, is by the way of the knowledge of our owne unworthi­neſſe; and Caſsiodorus ſaid excellent well,Pſal. 6. deſcendendo coelum aſcendi­tur, That by deſcending wee aſcend to heaven.


§
[Page]
Embleme. IX.
Loue of our enemies.
Bee not ouercome of euill but ouer come euill wth good Rom. 12. V. 2 [...].


The Ninth Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS to love our enemies. Ad Rom. 12. The Device is, two thwarted Launces combined in the middle, with an Olive wreath; thoſe ſignifying Hoſtility, this (uſed by the Ancients as an Embleme of Peace) their being united in the bond of amity. The Motto is, Noli vinci a malo, ſed vince in bono malum. Be not overcome with evill; but overcome e­vill with good. Chriſt our Saviour doth commend unto us a moſt ſo­lemne manner, Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos veſtros, &c. I ſay un­to you love your Enemies, bee beneficiall to thoſe who hate you, and pray for thoſe who perſecute you, and caluminate you, that ſo you may be ſons of your Father which is in heaven. You will ſay per­haps it is difficile and painable. I grant it, but the more difficile it is, the more gratefull it is to God, the more available to your ſelf. There are divers wayes to expreſſe our charity, all much [Page] conferring to the remiſſion of our ſins, but among all none more efficatious than from our heart to forgive thoſe who have offended us. Our Saviour Chriſt hanging extended on the Croſs, and having no part of his Sacred body entire from ſtripes and wounds, but onely his bleſſed tongue, made it his firſt care to imploy that member in interceding for thoſe who crucified him in their words and actions; and ſo be­came a moſt potent and prevailing Advocate for his enemies. In which doctrine dictated from the Croſſe, our bleſſed Maſter hath had but a few diſ­ciples, it is true, but yet never wanted ſome; and to inſtance in onely one, did not the heavens open whilſt Saint Steven was praying for his enemies, as if all the heavenly Citizens had floc­ked to the ſight of ſo noble a ſpectacle? and whilſt the ſame holy Protoma [...]tyr prayed for himſelfe ſtanding, but for his enemies with bended knees, did he not inſtantly behold the heavenly cur­taines drawn, and Ieſus ſtanding at the right hand of his fathers vertue and omnipotency? In which, deare Lord, if I may expoſtulate thy meaning without preſumption, what unuſuall manner of proceeding is this to award him a juſt triumph, and the reward of [Page] victory before the fight? hee hath ſcarſely opened his mouth to ſpeake and the heavens are open already; he is not yet departed this life, and not­withſtanding hee enjoyes thy bleſſed viſion. How comes it that that beati­tude even iſſues forth of the gates of heaven to encounter this happy Martyr on his way; which other Saints muſt penetrate to the moſt interiour retire­ments of thy manſions to behold? He is yet but in the liſts, yet expoſed unto the perill of the fight, yet praying; but his prayer is in behalfe of his enemies. O happy, O potent prayer! Let us now conſider I beſeech you, the reaſon of this his antedated favours and recom­pence, which without doubt is no o­ther, but that Almighty God is ſo ta­ken with the rare vertue of ſuch an one who freely remits offences, and hearti­ly petitions for an enemy, as our moſt gracious Lord even layes his own Ma­jeſty aſide, and priviledges his Cham­pion ſo highly, as not to ſuffer him to expect his Crowne, till he be ſeated in his Kingly Throne; but hee antici­pates againſt all former preſident, his felicity, and commands his faireſt bea­titude, not onely to attend him at his Pallace gates, but even to iſſue forth, and preſent this happy warriour on his [Page] way, with the honour of ſo extraordi­nary a triumph; for having imbraced with a moſt affectionate love his dead­lyeſt enemies, and ſpent his laſt breath and teares in beſeeching their pardon, who were the Authors of his untime­ly death. And this is that high preroga­tive with which the heavenly King in­dowes all thoſe who forgive their E­nemies; ſo as not hee who ſuffers a wro [...]g, but he who offers one, ſuſtaines the injury. David who had incountred and overcome the moſt fierceſt Lyons and ſavage beaſts, who was ſo valo­rous, as he was never daunted with the apprehenſion of any feare, yet ha­ving Saul his capitall enemy more than once at his mercy under his I [...]velins poynt, did rather chuſe to pardon him than take his life, and it ſeems that the burthen of all his triumphant ſongs, was no other than this, Si reddidi re­tribuentibus mihi mala, decidam meritò ab inimicis meis inanis. Pſal. 7. If even I have requited thoſe, who have afforded me evill, may I fall helpleſſe by mine ene­mies deſervedly. And St. Paul that generous Champion, who dared unto the Combate, not onely whole troops of armed men, but even death and hell it ſelfe, was nevertheleſſe ſo milde, ſo indulgent to his enemies, as he af­firmes [Page] of himſelfe: maledicimur & benedicimus, 1 Cor. 4. perſecutionem patimur & ſuſtinemus, blaſphemamur & obſe­cramus: we are curſed, and we bleſſe thoſe who curſe us; we are perſecu­ted, and endure it patiently; wee are blaſphemed, and humbly intreat thoſe who blaſpheme us.
The firſt Paragraph.
IT is of all others the moſt gene­rous and noble kind of victory, to pardon thine enemies when thou haſt opportunity to revenge thy ſelf, and is farre more glorious to over­come an adverſary by ſilence, than by open conteſtation: honor eſt homini qui ſe ſeparata contentionibus: Prov. 20. it is honourable for a man to dec [...]ine con­tentions: and vindicare ſe non eſt actus fortitudinis, Lib. 1. Of­fic. c. 36. ſed abjectionis & ti­miditatis, ſaith St. Ambroſe; to re­venge ones ſelfe is no act of valour, but of a baſe and cowardly minde; and he who vindicates himſelfe is ra­ther overcome by his enemy, then o­vercomes. Neither was that Prince of Philoſophers of other opinion: Sicut debelis eſt ſtomachi cibum durio­rem non poſſe concoquere, Ariſt. li. 4. Ethic. c. 4. ita hom­nis puſilanimis eſt verbum duriuſculum[Page]non poſſe ſuſtinere, as it is a ſ [...]gne of a queaſie ſtomach (ſaith he) not to be able to digeſt ſolid meats, ſo is it of a puſillanimous man, not to be able to brook h [...]rſh and offenſive words. We can give no clearer teſtimony that we are Chriſtians, than by loving our enemy. To be well exerciſed in ver­tue, we have need either of a faithfull friend, or a malitious enemy, and may reſt aſſured that none can ever injurie us, but they muſt doe themſelves a greater injurie;Chryſ. Hom. 41. in Act. Apost. Vindicta in corde po­ſita nocentior eſt viperâ: for revenge (ſayes St. Chryſoſt [...]me) unto that heart which harbours it, is more pernicious than a viper; n [...]ither is it a leſſe crime to requite an injurie, than to be before hand with one. Haſt thou ſtruck th [...]ne enemy? then t [...]ou haſt mortally wounded thy ſelfe and as he w [...]o ſnatcheth up burning coales out of the herth to throw at others, firſt burnes his owne hands; even ſo thoſe who endevour to harme others, are ever the firſt on whom it lights, and moſt commonly the laſt, when thoſe ſhift the danger whom we intend to miſchiefe, and ſo thee blowes turne upon our ſelves. Who­ſoever conceives hatred againſt ano­ther, doth firſt of all wound his own [Page] ſoul and he who lives out of Charity, hath but death for his reſidence. Yet it is hard (let them ſay what they wil) it is hard for one to love his enemy. It is true, but it will be more hard to burne in hell with ſo many enemies; it is difficile to love him, whom we account ſcarſe worthy of our hate: but it will be more difficile to heare thoſe terrible words; Ite male dicti in ignem aeternum; Goe yee curſed into everla­ſting fire: Can I ſuffer him to ſcape harmleſſe, who hath ſo often beene the occaſion of harming me? Thoſe who decline all ſteep aſcents will ne­ver mount up a hill; and he doth but eſtrange himſelfe from heaven, who refuſes to forgive his enemies. There are, that will undertake long pilgri­mages, from whe [...]ce commonly they returne more vicious than they went; we make our offerings at the Altar, but all this while our whole hearts are ſtone; we are carefull to deſire Gods mercy, and pardon, whilſt we ſtill urge on revenge to execut on. O deare Chriſtian, God hath afforded thee a plenary Indulgence in thy ſelf, thou maiſt gaine it with one word ſpeaking: doe but ſay Ignoſco, I par­don and thou haſt obtained a full re­miſſion of all thy ſins; Dimitte, & di­mittetur[Page]tibi. Luke 6. Otherwiſe, if thou ſhalt deliver thy body to the fire,1 Cor. 13. and in the mean time haſt no charity, e­ven for thine enemies, all will availe thee nothing. Hee according to the worlds account is moſt rich, who hath moſt debtors. Thine enemies owe thee ſatisfaction for many inju­ries; keep them ſtill thy debto [...]s, and ſo enrich thy ſelfe. Make up thy accounts, ſee what thou oweſt to o­thers, and what reſidue is remaining for thy ſelfe; without doubt thou would [...]t eſteeme thy ſelfe a wealthy man if all thy debts were cleared. How deeply art thou indebted to Al­mighty God? inſomuch as through thy negligence thou art wholly unabled to give him ſatisfaction: take then a provident courſe; aſſigne him over to the debtors, and ſo by their inte [...]vention quit thy bonds, which of thy ſelfe thou couldſt never have can­celled. Dimitti, & dimittetur tibi, forgive thy neighbour when he of­fends againſt thee,Eccl. 28. and then at thine humble petition thine owne offences ſhall be forgiven thee; if thou forget thoſe ſmall reckonings betwixt thee and thy neighbour, God will releaſe thee thy mighty arrerages. You k [...]ow well that ſaying of St Hierom: ô  [...]or­midoloſa[Page]ſententia, &c. O horrible ſentence (ſayes he) God will not re­mit us our great debts, unleſſe we remit our brothers their ſmaller ones; and we are to expect at Gods hands againe ſuch pardon, as we afford our enemies.

The ſecond Paragraph.
WHerefore, whoſoever thou art, have compaſſion at leaſt of thy ſelfe, and rather than to hate thine owne ſe fe, love t [...]ine enemy: the plea ure of revenge is ſhort, but that of mercy is perpetuall: Wherefore Noli vinci a malo, Rom. 12. ſed vince in bono ma­lum: Be not overcome (I beſeech you) of evill, but overcome evill with good. If thine Enemy be a hungry, beſtow food upon him: if thirſty, aſ­ſwage it but with a draught of water, a d thou ſhalt heap hot burning coales upon his head, Prov. 25. and God will reward thee for it: vince in bono malum. St Chryſoſtome ſpeaking of this victo­ry ſayes, that in the Olympick gam s, where the Devill was preſident, it was enacted, Male faciendo vincere, In c. 12. ad Rom. that they ſhould overcome by vio­lence, and all fou e meanes: but in thoſe where C [...]r ſt preſides, there is [Page] a decree quite oppoſite to this, where not he who ſtrikes, but he who is ſtrucken meriteth a Crowne. If we did ſtrive to excell in meekneſſe, how invincible ſhould we be, how farre above all iniurie and wrong? O then never utter ſuch odious words as theſe, reddam malum, I will repay evill,Prov. 20. but expecta Dominum & libera­bit te, doe but expect our Lord, and he will undertake thy cauſe. Neither ſay, I will deale with him as he hath dealt with me. Alas, why to your owne loſſe ſhould you ſeek anothers harme and detriment? why doe you bite thoſe ſtones which are throwne at you, like ſome Maſtiffe Cur, and not rather turne upon the hand which threw them? Ridiculous blind­neſſe! why art thou ſo furious againſt thine enemy?2 Kings 16 Dimitte eum, ut male­dicat: dominus enim praecepit et ut malediceret tibi: let him revile thee ſtill, for it is God who hath appoyn­ted him. Thoſe who are condem­ned to dye, are not angry with the E [...]ecutioner, but with the Iudge; and why, ſilly as thou art, doſt thou bend thy forces againſt him who in­flicts upon thee thy ſufferings, and not rather co [...]ſider by whoſe warrant it is done? Is it not God, who for thy [Page] greater good hath ſingled thee out ſuch an adverſary as this, to the end to puniſh thee for thy paſſed crimes? The Devill could not have bereaved Iob Iob of one herd of cattell, but by ex­preſſe permiſſion of Almighty God: whe [...]fore he ſaid well, (not the devil) but the Lord beſtowed them on me, and deprived me of them againe. Our Saviour Chriſt told Pilate when he gloried in his power:Iohn 19. non haberes po­teſtatem, &c. Thou ſhouldſt have no power over me, unleſſe it were given thee from above. And this were an excellent anſwer to give an enemy. Divers have more profited by their enemies, than by their deareſt friends. The Church had had no Martyrs if all its Tyrants had beene exti [...]pated: and ſhould we have no enemies, we ſhould be deprived of many a glori­ous Crowne. Diocleſian did no leſſe advance and propagate the Church by his inhumane cruelty, than Con­ſtantine by his reverence towards it and liberality. That rich  [...]armer in the Goſpell commanded that both the corne and weeds ſhould be ſuffe­red to grow up together: Sinite utra­que creſcere; whereas we over-haſty and violent to our owne perditions, no ſooner can eſpy a weed above the [Page] ground, but we cry out preſently, to the fire with theſe Thiſtles, let this Darnell be burnt, let our enemies be deſtroyed. Stay, ſtay deare Chriſti­ans, we ought not to take this violent courſe as yet: when t [...]e harveſt comes, there will be order given to the husbandman, to gather, firſt of all, the Cockle and Darnell into bundles, and caſt them into the fire: and why then ſhould we diſcredit our owne zeale with our owne in conſi­derate haſte; why are we ſo forward to drag ou [...] ene [...]ies to deſerved pu­niſhment? Never feare it, ſuch weeds as theſe ſhall not eſcape the ſikle & the fire; but as yet the harveſt is not come,Matth. 6. expect a wh le. Our Sa­viour Chriſt teaching his Diſciples a forme of Prayer, conſiſting of ſe­ven Petitions to his heavenly Father, doth not without profound myſtery particularly repeat and expound that which concernes the forgiveneſſe of offences, to ſignifie thereby without doubt, that for the reſt it might ſuf­fice to have only inſinuated them unto the [...], but that this could never bee inculc [...]ted enough: Nunquam enim nimis dicitur, quod nunquam ſatis dicitur. And even in this reſpect the royall Pſalmiſt enlarges himſelfe inPſal. 118. [Page] commendations of the law: Latum mandatum tuum nimis, thy law (ſaith he) O Lord, is exceeding broad, in­deed ſo broad, as to command us to extend the boſome of our loves, not onely to our acquaintance, but to meere ſtrangers, as well to our adver­ſaries, as thoſe who are beneficiall to us, to the worthy and unworthy, unto friends and enemies alike. No exte­riour marke of any dignity doth ſo teſtifie a man to be learned, wealthy, or noble, as the actuall loving of our Enemies doth us, to be the Sons of Almighty God. But, who (you will object) is ſo abſolute a maſter of himſelfe, as not to be tranſported ſometimes, through violence of paſ­ſion & danger, to ſome extraordinary expreſſion of our averſion from an e­nemy. But we muſt know that it be­comes a Chriſtian, to refraine his anger, and curb ſuch violent motions as theſe. St. Auguſtine ſayes rarely well Audîſti convitium? ventus eſt. Ser. 3. inter. 17. Hom. Iratus es? fluctus eſt Vento igitur flan­te, fluctu ſurgente periclitatur navis, periclitatur cor tuum: audito convitio vindicari vis, & ecce vindicando te feciſtinaufragium, Doſt thou heare thy ſelfe ill ſpoken of? (ſayes he) it is but a wind: art thou offended at it? it [Page]is but a billow; but when this winde and billowes meet, thy heart is in jeopar­dy, the poore ſhip is in danger to be caſt away, Thou reſolveſt to revenge thy ſelfe for thoſe offenſive words, and be­hold it is the wrack of thee. And he proceeds to give the the reaſon for it, & quare hoc? Why is all this? ſayes he: quia dormit in te Chriſtus, oblitus es Chriſtum nimirum excidit tibi Chri­ſtum cum crucifigeretur inimicis ſuis non Crucem, ſed veniam a patre lachri­mis exoraſſe, Becauſe Chriſt is a ſleep in thee, thou haſt forgotten Chriſt, thou doſt not remember how Chriſt, whilſt he was crucified, beſought his Father even with teares, to pardon, and not to puniſh his enemies. And now behold how Chriſt is a ſleep in thee, who taught thee not onely to watch, but e­ven to dye to pleaſure thine enemies. O therfore awake Chriſt within thee by expoſtulating in this manner with thy ſelfe: And who am I, that I ſhould revenge me of mine enemies? Who knowes whether I may not ſoo­ner meet with death, than my revenge can meet with them? and then O mi­ſerable as I am, what will become of me, when Chriſt ſhall diſclaime my departing ſoule, when he ſhall reject me, who hath taught mildneſſe, not [Page] anger, who hath profeſt himſelfe a maſter of ſubmiſſion, not of revenge, of charity and pardon, not hate and rancorous ſpight?

The third Paragraph.
BVt revenge hath neither eyes nor eares, it is carryed blind and deafe away by the ſwing of every ſuddaine paſſion, ſo as with good reaſon that ancient Poet declares himſelfe agrie­ved.
—Verum ita ſunt iſti noſtri divites
 Si quid benefacias,Plaut in Pan. Act 3. See ult.
 levior plumâ eſt gratia,
 Si quid peccatū eſt, plūbeas iras gerūt.

It is the faſhion now of the richer ſort, if you doe them any pleaſure, their thanks are lighter than a fea­ther, for it; but if once you diſpleaſe them the memory of it lyes as heavy as lead upon their galled mindes. Where he ſeemes to have lively diſ­ciphered ſuch as now a dayes ſuffer their friendſhips to be blown away, and vaniſh with the leaſt wind of an offence, whilſt they rivit the hate of an injury as deeply in their minds, as if it were ſodered there with ſheets of lead O Chriſtians for ſhame be more prone to pardon, leaſt we be found more defective herein than very Hea­thens themſelves, leaſt we be con­vinced [Page] with ſo many cleare examples and teſtimonies of theirs, as to have no colorable excuſe left to pretend for pardon at that laſt generall day, Pompey the great is no leſſe famous in Hiſtory, for his conſtancy to his friends, his eaſineſſe in forgiving of­fences, and facility in admitting of a­ny ſatisfaction, than for his three glo­rious triumphs over the third part of the univerſall world. Auguſtus Caeſar in theſe expreſſe tearmes pardoned Cinna, who had conſpired againſt his life: O Cinna, once more I grant thee thy life; the firſt time as to an Enemy, now as to a Traytor and a Paracide: and hereupon he beſtowed upon him the Conſular dignity: and the iſſue of this his clemency was, that he expe­rienced him ever after moſt loyall to him, and Cinna dying, left him inheri­tor of all he had. Phocian, a man of moſt innocent life, and one who had borne Offices of higheſt dignity in the Common wealth, being condem­ned to dye, ſome of his friends, as the hang-man was preſenting him with the poyſoned Cup, asked him, What ſervice he would command them to his Son? Nothing (ſaid he) but that he would never cal to mind what a draught the Athenians inforce me this day to [Page]drinke. It is recorded of Iulius Caeſar, that he was unmindfull of nothing but injuries. But who is there of us, who would not think it a blemiſh to t [...]eir reputations, to have ſuch an opinion as this conceiv'd of them? how freſhly doe we beare injuries in mind? how ſenſible are we of them, and whilſt we write down benefits in light duſt, we record them in ſolid flint, manet altâ mente repôſtum: neither can the authority of Almighty God himſelf prevaile, to bring us to reconciliation. God long agoe hath ſev [...]rely prohibi­ted all revenge, in declaring,Deut. 32. mea eſt ultio & ego retribuam in te [...]pore; Re­venge belongs to me, and in time I will reward them: and notwithſtanding, how many are there who impiouſly anſwer him again, No, ô Lord, revenge belongs to me, and I will requite them: Our Lord replyes, It is my revenge, let me alone with it; And yet man deſiſts not: nay, rather mine, leave the mana­ging of it to me; you O Lord are too ſoon appeaſed, your revenge is too too ſlow. And thus with moſt intollerable pre­ſumption we uſurpe the authority of Almighty God, and dare even impi­ouſly to wreſt the ſword out of Gods hands to ſtrike our enemies, whoſe puniſhment he reſerves to himſelfe, [Page] and againſt a [...]l right put on the ſeve­rity of a  [...]udge, whilſt we are parties in the offenc [...] our ſelves.

The fourth Paragraph.
IT is recounted by divers credible Authors, how a certain perſon who had received an injury had recourſe once to one Siſovius an ancient holy man;Rufin. Aquil l. 3. n. 7 [...]. Paſchaſ [...]e. 10. Pelag. libell 1 [...]. r. 10. Palla [...]l. in a [...]pen Puuſi Hiſt. n 13. to whom after he had declared his agrievances, as the manner is, with all exaggeration of circumſtance, he beſought him to let him declare him­ſelf a man, and revenge himſelfe. The ſame with al inſtancy of prayer deſired him not to ſhew himſelfe ſo farre a man, as to become a Devill: For his revenge, God would have care to diſ­poſe all for his greater good; where­fore he was to commit it wholly unto him, and even according to true for­titude this was the ſufficienteſt re­venge that he could take, who might aſſure himſelfe that his enemy ſhould never eſcape the divine hands unpu­niſhed. The other replyed, Father I am fully reſolved never to pardon him, nor to deſiſt till I have requited him with the like injury. For heavens love, anſwered the holy man, be a man, but ſo as you be a Chriſtian withall, and conſider more what rea­ſon may perſwade you, than what [Page] your violent paſſion may ſuggeſt: Why, ſaid the other, it is no other than reaſon which puts me upon this reſolution, not to ſpare him, who cares not for ſparing any. O but, ſaid Siſovius, you cannot determine your owne right your ſelfe, nor execute what you have determined; it is one­ly in Gods power to puniſh his crea­tures, he is the Lord of vengeance, and therefore may freely take revenge; for us we ought not intermeddle in it. Beſides I am ſure you are not igno­rant how Chriſt hath not only counſel­led but even cōmanded us to pardon, nay to pray for, to love, and do good unto our enemies. Father, ſayd he, never perſwade me, my heart is a tempeſtuous ſea, & can never be cal­med untill I have taken vengeance of mine enemy. Then anſwered Siſovius, ſince you are ſo reſolved, reſpit at leaſt your anger untill we have commen­ded ou [...] ſelve [...] to God in prayer. And thereupon they both fell down upon their knees: when the holy man be­gan, preſcribing unto the other (as it were) this for  [...]e of Prayer. O God we have no need of thy aſsiſtance any more, neither doe we requeſt thee here­after to be ſolicitous for us. We will ſufficiently provide for our ſelves; re­venge[Page]belongs unto us, and we will re­ward our foes as they deſerve. Behold even now we are upon the poynt of ſub­jecting our enemies as foot-ſtooles un­der our feet. Theſe words ſo lively touched the heart of that other man, that caſting himſelfe all along at Siſo­vius feet, he vowed with many teares there in the place, ſo wholly to lay a­ſide all thought of his revenge, as ne­ver thereafter, by the leaſt word to call it to mind againe. And this is that, which he, who onely by excel­lence is juſt, commanded us; this is the peculiar diſtinction of the ſonnes of God, not onely to make no difficul­ty to remit offences, but even to re­compence them with benefits.2 Theſ. 5. Videte nequis malū pro malo alicci reddat, &c. looke (ſayes the Apoſtle) that none of you requite evill for evill, but al­wayes that which is good, purſue to­wards each other, and towards al [...]; But our Saviour Chriſt in more ex­preſſe termes doth oblige us unto more perfection. Vobis dico qui audi­tis,  [...]uke 6. &c. to you I ſay that doe heare me, love your enemyes doe good to them that hate you, and bleſſe thoſe who curſe you; and according as you will that men doe to you, doe you alſo the like to them againe. And, if you love [Page]them that love you, what thanks is it to you? for ſinners love thoſe who love them: and if you doe good to thoſe, who doe you good, what thanks is it to you? For ſinners alſo doe the like; but doe you love your enemies, and your reward ſhall be much, and you ſhal be Sonnes of the higheſt, becauſe himſelfe is beneficiall to the evill and ungratefull. This with good reaſon thou doſt enjoyne us, this with great liberality thou doſt pro­miſe us. But, O deere Lord, how ma­ny are there who will not heare thee? How many that care ſo little for thy Commandement, as their hates and lives have both but one peri­od? They proteſt againſt that effemi­nate baſeneſſe, as they title it, to be ea­ſily perſwaded to put up a wrong. For their parts they ſhould account it their only felicity to repay the injurer in his owne coyn againe: and if Solomon-like they might be maſters of their wiſh, a hundred times rather than Wiſedome, they ſhould deſire Revenge. Theſe are they who never ceaſe to importune Almighty God: Da mihi Domine ini­micorum meorum animas; Grant me, O Lord the ſoules of mine enemies; as for the reſt I referre it unto thee. This is the true ſpirit of revenge indeed, nei­ther to regard the Law of God, nor to [Page] be terrified with his threats, to bee ſo far from putting up an injury, as to re­turne it as ſoone as it is offered them, at every light word to vent their cho­ler, and when anger hath once ſtirred them up, to follow every impulſe of their enraged minds, ſeeking with all earneſtneſſe their enemies deſtruction. Haec ulciſcendi libido, according to Ter­tullian, negotium curat aut gloriae aut malitiae: ſed gloria ubique vana eſt, & malitia Domino odioſa; hoc quidem loco maxime, quia malum duplicat quod ſe­mel factum eſt. This luſt of vengeance doth labor either to ſatisfie its malice, or deſire of glory: for glory it is a meere vanity, and malice is an odious thing to Almighty God, eſpecially in theſe circumſtances where of a ſingle offence we make a double one. All the differene betwixt him who provokes unto an injury and him who is provo­ked, is onely this, that the one hath his hand firſt in miſchiefe, the other laſt, and both are alike guilty of offen­ding God. For he counſailes us, when we are ſtrucken on the one cheek, pre­ſently to offer the other, and not to de­ſiſt till we have tyred out our enemies malice with our patience: aſſuring our ſelves that ſo we ſhall annoy him more, than if wee put our ſelves upon [Page] our owne defence, ſince he for whoſe ſake we ſuffer all, will for our ſakes chaſtice him with deſerved puniſh­ment. Why then ſhould wee arrogate unto our ſelves the right of our defence, which God unto our greater glory hath reſerved unto himſelf? He is the under­taker for our patience; whoſoever truſts him with his wrongs, he will revenge them; with his loſſes he will redreſſe them; with his griefes he will remedy them; finally with his death, and he will reſtore him unto life againe.

The 5. Paragraph.
BVt you will object with the Poet:Iuu. 1. Saty. 
Semper ego auditor tantum nun­quam nè reponam
 Vexatus toties?
 Shall I bee ſtill a hearer vext ſo oft, and ne're requite them?

Never (deare Chriſtian) never, al­though a hundred, although a thouſand times, if thou wilt declare thy ſelfe a true Son of God, commit thy cauſe to him, and the while ſuffer,Baruch. 4. and be ſi­lent. Nocentes peribunt qui te vexaverūt & qui gratulati ſunt in tua ruina pu­nientur: The wicked who have vexed thee ſhall periſh, and thoſe who rejoy­ced in thy ruine ſhall be puniſhed.Coloſ. 3. He who hath done an injury, ſhall be re­warded according to his miſdeeds. You [Page] will ſay perhaps, I am content to for­give mine enemy, but yet I will not forget the injurie, I will remember him. If this be all thy charity, be aſſu­red th [...]t God will requite thee with the like: Homo homini reſervat iram, & a Deo quoerit medelam? &c. M [...]n to man (ſaith the Son of Syrach, Eccl. 28. reſerveth anger, and doth hee ſeek for remedy of God? He hath not mercy of a man, like unto himſelfe, and doth he intreat for his own ſinnes? he, fleſh as he is, reſer­veth anger, and doth he demand propiti­ation of God? Who ſhall obtain any thing for his ſin by prayer? It is but a vaine pretext of clemency to ſay, I will not revenge my ſelfe, but yet withall I wil not fo [...]ge the injurie; either give that which th [...]u reſolveſt to give, without any reſervation at all, or never expect by it to purchaſe heaven. You know what threatning language our Saviour uſes, Sic & Pater meus coeleſtis faciet vobis, Matth. 18. &c. So my heavenly Father will deale by you if each of you doe not for­give your brother from your hearts, &c. But you will ſay for my part I ſhould be ready enough to pardon him; nei­ther am I ſo jealous for mine owne  [...]onour; but that publike office which I ſuſtaſtaine is intereſt in it, that no injury offered to my private perſon do [Page] paſſe unpuniſhed. For Gods love, deare Chriſtians, let us not ſtand too much on ceremonies, in things which ſo nearely concerne our ſalvation; this is but a flouriſh of a few ayry words. Stephen was a publike officer as well as you, and yet we ſee hee was no wayes imboldned by it, to take up ſtones, and deale by his perſecutors as they dealt by him: neither did he ſuppoſe that a­ny convenient courſe to defend his dig­nity, but with a moſt ſincere heart hee cryed out, Domine Ieſu ne ſtatuas illis hoc peccatum: O Ieſus doe not impute this ſin unto them. And ſo our crucified Lord, not onely as he was ſon of man, but of Almighty God, beſought his Father, even with teares, to pardon his enemies. Pater dimitte illis. No, there is no mortal creatures of ſo high a dig­nity to whom it can be any loſſe of reputation to forgive an injury, eſpeci­ally if it concerne no other than him­ſelfe:Levit. 1 [...] non quaeras ultionem nec me­moreris injuriae Civium tuorum, doe not ſeeke for vengeance not beare in minde the injuries of your owne Ci­tizens. But you will ſay, he hath in­jured you without a cauſe. Had it not beene cauſeleſſe, it had been no injury; where both are alike faulty, neither are injured. But what doe [Page] I talke of cauſe? What cauſe did Io­ſeph give unto his brethren in only ma­king relation of his dreame? And yet afterwards being chiefe Governour of Egypt, in a generous kind of ſilence, he buried all offence. But this of yours is of exorbitant ſtrain. And wherefore all this exaggeration? If the offence were light, your reward for pardoning of it would be but ſmall. We can ne­ver riſe to any eminent degree of per­fection, but by the way of ſuffering great injuries. Harken what St. H [...]e­rome ſaith in this particular: Deus fa­ber eſt, S. Hier. in c. 5 Matth. inimici lima ſunt, & mallei, quibus nos ille expurgat Sanctoſque ſoul­pit. God is the ſtatu [...]ry, and our ene­mies are his chiſſells and hammers, with which he poliſhes us, and m [...]kes us into Saints. H [...]th your enem [...]es e­ver ſtoned you, as they did Saint P [...]ul, or ſcourged and crucified you, as they did our Saviour Chriſt? But you will alledge you are noble, and he who in­jured you is but ſome baſe borne pe­ſant ſome Son of the earth. O Sami­an Pot-ſheard art thou not of the ſame Clay (or little better) of which thine enemy is made? thou noble? if thou permits thy ſelfe once to be over come by this appe [...]ite of revenge, know thou art no longer the off-ſpring of a [Page] noble family; but the ſlave of ſinne. Wherefore be adviſed by the wiſe man: Memento noviſsimorum & define inimi­cari, Remember the laſt things,Eccl. 28. and ceaſe to bee at enmity. You will tell me, though you would never ſo faine forgive your enemy, yet you cannot o­vercome your ſelfe therein. The reaſon is, becauſe you will take no paines to get the victory I know that as long as you nouriſh grudgings in your m [...]ndes, all your thoughts which ariſe from thence, taſte of nothing but bit­terneſſe, whilſt your boſome is no o­ther but a nurcery of nettles, thornes, and bryars, with which your ulcerated Conſcience is ſtung, and ſmarts unto the very bloud. Doe you burne with deſire of revenge? haſte with all ſpeed to extinguiſh the flame, leaſt in de­barring your owne entrance into hea­ven, you but accelerate the fire of hell, where you ſhall burne for all eternity. The ſuſtaining of injuries is the ga [...]es of heaven, and, qui vindicari vult, a Domino inveniet vindictam & peccata illius ſervans ſervabit; Eccl. 2 [...]. he who will be revenged, ſhall finde vengeance of our Lord, and with great obſervancy he will keep his ſinne. You can take no ſleep perhaps, nor have an appetite to any food, as long as you behold a [Page] Mardocheus ſitting ſecurely at the Pal­lace gate, as long as you ſee your ene­my uncontrolled, conſpiring your ru­ine. How bravely we deceive our ſelves to our owne perdition? Ezekiel tells of cerraine Souldiers, qui poſuerunt gladios ſuos ſub capitibus ſuis, Ezek. 32. & deſcen­derunt ad infernum cum armis ſuis, who layd their ſwords under their heads, and ſo deſcended together with their weapons into hell: behold a new man­ner of pillow, to ſleep on ſwords. And truely they take their reſt upon no other, who are ſo deſirous of revenge, as they never reſt but when they are fighting, quarrelling, harming of o­ther men. In this manner Cain, that primitve diſciple of the Devill (as St. Baſil tearmes him) for no other end ſought his brothers deſtruction, but up­on the ruine of his glory for to build his own, though the effect was far con­trary to his expectation. Eſau found no place for any mercy, although hee ſought it with inſtancy of many tears: ſo Saul, Ad. Heb. 12 ſo Antiochus were ſhamefully repulſt even from the Altar of mercie, to which they fled; and that deſerved­ly, ſince they never ſpared any whom they held for enemies:Eccl. 28. Iudicium ſine miſericordia fiet illi qui uonfecerit miſe­ricordiam, Hee ſhall have judgement [Page] paſſe upon him without any mercy, who hath not afforded mercy unto o­thers; whereas King David redoub­led his wickednes with a foul relapſe, and dyed his infamous Adultery in bloud, and yet he no ſooner began to ſhew himſelfe contrite, he had no ſoo­ner pronounced theſe two ſhort words Peccavi Domino, 2 Kings 12. I have ſinned againſt the Lord, but he heard preſently from the mouth of the Prophet Nathan Do­minus peccatum tuum tranſtulit. The Lord hath remitted your ſin. How often did Antiochus confeſſe that he had ſinned, and with grievous cries im­plore the Divine pitty, vowing offe­rings to the Temple, & promiſing for the time to come an intire converſion; and yet his petition never would be heard; and from whence proceeded this differeece of favour, but from their different carriages towards their enemies? For David wilſt he was in­feriour to no King, in proweſſe and deeds of armes, was ſuperior unto all in pardoning his foes, inſomuch as he eſteemed revenge the moſt unworthy his dignity of all other crimes; where­as that other Tyrant behaved himſelf in more than hoſtile manner towards his own Citizens, breathing forth no­thing but ſwords, fire, bloud, ſlaugh­ter, and revenge.

The 6 Paragraph.
[Page]
THough Phyſitians moſt common­ly uſe not to give over t eir pati­ents till they ſee them ſo faint as they require a tombe (as it were) to leane their bones againſt; yet the [...]e are ſome maladies ſo peſtiferous as at firſt ſight of the patient, the can ſay, He is but a dead m [...]n, go and provide him a grave. In like manner though in this life we are not to diſpaire of the ſalvation of any, how wicked ſo­ever they be; notwithſtanding this is ſuch an incurable diſeaſe, wher the vitiated bowels even ſwim with gal, and the m [...]nde is tortured with the pangs of hatred, and deſire of revenge, that St. Iohn plainly declares his opi­nion of ſuch an one:1 Iohn 5. Make ready a Sepulcher for this miſerable wretch, for his ſinne is mortall, and to the death; neither would I adviſe any to pray for him. They rarely recover who are once obſtinate in revenge, and there is no ſenſe, where there is nothing but bitterneſſe.Eccl. 22. But although all the wiſe and learned men in the world crye out againſt us: though all the Prophets threaten us, Angels ex­hort us to bury our iniuries in for­getfulneſſe, and enter into league of friendſhip with our enemies, yet [Page] we deſpiſe them all, and deſperatly perſever in purſuit of our revenge. La [...] of all, the Learnedſt and wiſeſt of all wiſe and learned men, the in­ſtruction of Prophets, and King of Angels with ſoveraigne power, ſu­preame authority, doth viſit us him­ſelfe not ſo much by way of perſwa­ſion as by authority to bring vs to ac­cord, not to give us counſaile, but an abſolute law, and yet with extreame audacity we remaine ſtill obſtinate. But mark this Dialogue, how Chriſt our Soveraigne King commands, and how his ſubiects contrary his cōmand. Here ſtands our Saviour Chriſt, & in his fathers name com [...]ands them:Matth. 5. Luke 6. Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos ve­ſtros: I ſay unto you, love your enemies.  [...]here ſtands his rebellious ſubiects, and anſwer him preſumptuouſly a­gain: O Chriſt this is loſt labour you do command in vaine. To you I ſpe [...]ke, to you who are Chriſtians. Wee ſide our ſelves preſently with Hea­thens, and none gives eare to Chriſt. I ſay unto you, reſiſt not evill; So we ſhall be counted cowards and weak ſpirited. Pray for thoſe who perſecute & calumniate you. How ſeldome, & how cold this prayer is; That you may be Sons of your Father who is in Heaven. [Page] We ſhall buy this title at too deere a price. Doe good to thoſe who hate you. It is againſt our natures, O Lord command us ſomewhat more tolle­rable. Forgive others, and you ſhal be forgiven your ſelves. It is impoſſible, content your ſelf, we cannot do it. In briefe, we will not reſtrain our anger, bridle our ſelves, nor containe our hands; as for our thoughts, how is it poſſible to governe them? If you ſhal remit to men their offences, your hea­venly father will remit you yours. For us, we are reſolved to periſh, ſo our enemies periſh with us.

The 7. Paragraph.
O Chriſtians, and is Heaven then ſuch an odious thing as you muſt needs make ſuch impetuous haſte to hel? Do you not remember the dayly petition which you make, Et dimitte nobis debita noſtra, ſicut & nos dimit­timus, And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive? Do you not perceive your obligation from hence, to love your enemy, under paine of binding your ſelfe unto the forfeiture, as of­ten as you ſupplicate Almighty God to forgive you, as you forgive other men, when you do but ſay in a man­ner, For me, I am reſolved to pardon no man, but to take revenge on all, and [Page]perſecute them with implacable hatred to the death; wherfore do thou, O Lord if thou pleaſe, requite me with the like. No this is the language of the repro­bate, the predeſtinate are of a far dif­ferent ſtraine: it is impoſſible to pro­voke them by any injury beyond their cuſtom of interceding in this manner for their enemies; Father forgive them, and impute not this ſin unto them; for my part, I freely pardon them, I freely forgive them, without all thought of ever revenging it. This is the ſtile of the Predeſtinate. And here, before I draw to a concluſion, I would deſire to know of thee whoſo­ever readeſt this, and yet beareſt a grudge unto thine enemy in thy mind, whether thou believe all this to be true or no? without doubt you will not deny it, unleſſe you can be­lieve the truth would conſpire with falſehood to deceive you, Chriſt with untruth. Suppoſing then that all is true, as moſt true it is, what impious contumacy is this in you? what ob­ſtinate contempt of the Law of God? what preſumptuous contradicting of the will of Chriſt? Chriſt exhorts you with all earneſtneſſe to pardon, for­give, and love not only y ur friends, but even your enemies, be they [Page] whom they will; and yet doe you re­maine obſtinate, yet doe you hate your foes? Will you yet afford them no forgiveneſſe? yet cannot you love thoſe who maliciouſly have detracted you? Doe you care ſo little for Chriſt, ſo little for Almighty God? doe you ſet ſo light by heaven, by your eternall ſalvation ſo light? can­not all this extort from you one ſuch word as this, ſeriouſly uttered, and proceeding from your heart: Ignoſco, dimitto, I pardon, I forgive, and be­ſeech Almighty God to doe the like, if perchance any have offended me? Yet doſt thou ſtand like a ſenceleſſe ſtatue, without all voyce and motion of forgiveneſſe? Yet out of that iron boſome of thine, doſt thou breath no­thing but ſuch ominous ſounds as theſe: away with mine enemies, an evill death be with them, and all that is evill elſe? Yet doſt thou blow out nothing but revenge, death, and de­ſtruction againſt thine enemies? Is your hate of your enemies not yet ex­tinguiſhed, doe you yet refuſe to o [...]ey the commandements of our Saviour Chriſt? If ſo, go with other Chriſti­ans your like, take what way you wil, you can never be out of it; one way or other you will arrive infallibly [Page] unto your journies end, the kingdom of everlaſting woe and wretchednes. Goe on confidently, blind-fold as you are, and aſſure your ſelves that every path you can take will lead you unto hell; the certain courſe you can take to arrive thither, is by miſta­king of yo [...]r way, in the mean while, hold this for certaine, Non poteſt a­mare Deum qui non ceſſat odiſſe inimicum, That he cannot love God, who ceaſeth not to hate his E­nemie.


§
[Page]
Embleme X.
Detestation of Sins past
I will come unto thee quickly and remoue thy candlesticke out of his place except thou repent Reu: 2 V. 5.


The Tenth Signe, Of Predeſtination,
[Page]
IS the deteſtat on of our paſſed ſins. The D vice is, An aged man bea­ring his roſſe. The Motto, Veniam tibi cito, Apoc 2. & movebo candelabrum tu­um  [...]e loco ſuo, niſi poenitentiam egeris. I will come preſently to thee, and re­move thy Candleſtick out of its place, unleſſe thou repent. St. Auſtin eſteems it a mo t flagitiou, crime to rejoyce and glory in the remembrance of our paſſed  [...]ins, wher [...]as we ought rather to conceive great ſorrow for them, and endevour with all diligence to extirpate them  [...]or a the ſame Saint truely affirmes in another place, qui pectus ſuum tundit, nec cor igat pecca­ta, ſolidat, Lib. 5. de lib. Arbitr. non tollit He that beares his breaſt, and doth not amend his life, rather inroots his ſins more in him, than extirpates them. Th [...] royal Prophet affirmes of himſelf in the midſt of his lamentations, pecca [...]ū meū con­tra me eſt ſemper, that hi [...] ſins were al­way [...]s aga [...]nſt him; and theref [...]e he beſeeches God with  [...]uch inſtancy of [Page] prayer, to create in him a new heart, and renew a right ſpirit in him: Cor mundum crea in me Deus & ſpiritum rectum innova in viſ [...]eribus meis And ſuch as thoſe a [...]e onely truely happy,Pſal. 50. who imitate this holy ſorrow, and proſecute their ſinne [...] with ſuch a ge­nerous hate as this; who grieve only, becauſe th [...]y are grieved no more, and afflict themſelves, becauſe they doe not afflict themſelves enou [...]h. This is a true ſorrow indeed, according to Almighty God, which (to ſpeak with the Apoſtle) maketh repentance unto ſalvation, 2 Cor. 7. not to be repented of. Where we are maturely to conſider the w [...]rd in ſtabilem ſalutem, to laſting and per­manent ſalvation, to ſalvation not to be repented of: For many by Repen­tance acquire the ſtate of Salvation, but alas their ſalvation is not perma­nent and laſting. For which cauſe our Saviour expreſſely admoniſheth us, Niſi paenitentiam habue [...]itis, Luke 13. omnes ſi­militer peribitis,  [...]nleſſe yee have re­pentance, ye ſhall all likewiſe p riſh; where he in [...] nuates unto us, that it is not enough to repent, but we muſt alſo have repentance, that is, be con­verſant in it; neither is it to be un­dertaken onely at certaine times, and then intermitted, fo [...] ſo long againe; [Page] but we are ſtill to actuate our ſelves therein, with a firme purpoſe of per­ſevering. And this is the Doctrine delivered to us from that Angellicall mouth:St. Tho. vera & ſer [...]a penitentia non tantum a peccatis praeteritis expiat, ſed etiam preſervat à futuris: that true and ſincere repentance, doth not only expiate us from our paſſed ſins, but alſo preſerves us from future ones; he doth not repent for his ſins, who hath not the like purpoſe withall, of never falling into the like ſinnes a­gaine.
The firſt Paragraph.
CHriſt having healed the Paraletick in the Goſpell,Iohn 5. commanded him to take up his bed and walk, which he performed inſtantly: & ſuſtulit grabatū ſuum & ambulabat. The occa­ſions of ſinning are firſt to be avoy­ded, and removed out of the way, and then we are to proceed to a moſt ver­tuous courſe of life The Prodigall-child being almoſt ſtarv'd with hunger ſaid, Surgam & ibo ad patrem meum. I will riſe, and goe to my Father. Nei­ther did he onely ſay he would goe, but he went indeed; whereas we, for the moſt part, when it comes to this, through our owne negligence doe loſe both uſ [...] of hands and feet, we are [Page] onely active in words, nothing in deeds; mighty of our tongues and feeble of our hands; we bend the bow, but never ſho [...]t the arrow; we purpoſe much, but never performe a­ny thing; we are ſorry when we are fallen i [...]to any ſin, but uſe no d [...]li­gence in providing not to fall againe. And as thoſe who wiſh to have their wounds cured, but apply not the re­medy, ſo we would avoyd the falling into ſins, but divert not the ſtream of affections which carries us towards them Age finds us ſtill procraſtina­ting, and ſeeking of delayes; our li [...]e haſtes away, whilſt we doe nothing, but purpoſe, and make faire promiſes, and is paſt before we put them in execution; when death arreſts us in midſt of our long purpoſes, and de­rides us for having conſumed ſo many yeares in reſolving what to do, with­out doing any thing Such an one was St Auguſtine once, but not long ſuch an one: he  [...]id not diferre that till he was old, which no man can undertake too yong: Dicebam apud me intus, Ec­ce m [...] do fiat, 8 Conſ. c. 11. modo fiat: Et cum verbo jam ibam in placitum, jam pene facie­bam, & non faciebam nec relabebar tamen in priſtina, ſed de p [...]oximo ſta­bam, & r [...]ſp [...]rabam. Retinebant me[Page]nugae nugarum, & vanitates vanita­tum antiquae  [...]micae meae, & ſuccu [...]ie­bant veſtem me [...]m carneam & ſubmur­m rabant: dimittis ne  [...]os? I ſaid in my ſelfe (ſa [...]th he) behold I wil doe it ſhortly, and  [...]or [...]ly it ſhall be done. And having ſaid this, I was ſatisfied, I was even upon the poynt of perfor­mance, but performed nothing; yet I returned not wholly to my old cu­ſtomes again, but ſtood panting not far of. I was ſtayed and detained by thoſe old friends of mine, the toyes of toyes, and vanities of vanities; and ſhaking me by this ſame veſtment of fleſh, they muttered theſe words, Will you forſake us then? Yes truely he forſook you, and wholly diſcarded you, he ſhook off your intollerable yoke, and deteſted in ſuch manner the wayes of his former life, as he never thereafter ſet foot in them againe.

The ſecond Paragraph.
WE often undertake a better courſe of life, but we perſever not in it, and ſo whilſt we goe not forwards with our web, it unravels againe, and becomes as mi [...]hapen as it was before. We want not (as we may well ſup­poſe) many pious endevours, ho y thoughts, pure intentions, and wiſe deliberations; and in all which, wee [Page] are but like the Athenians, who ena­cted excellent lawes, but were ſtarke nought to urge them on to executi­on, or provide they might not be an­tiquated by the times abuſe. We pre­ſcribe to ou [...] ſelves a moſt laudable courſe of life, and moſt conducing to our ſalvation, but at every little te­diouſneſſe, and moleſtation we deſiſt from it; we fortifie our ſelves with many holy, and fiery purpoſes, but at th [...] firſt parley of our rebellious fleſh, at the firſt ſolicitation of our alluring enemy, ſeconded with others of that flattering crew, we render up our ſelves, and without any reſiſtance ſuffer our ſelves to be trailed into the filthy pu [...]dle of our former ſinnes, ſo unconſtant is o [...]r Repentance, and ſo little durable. O deare Chriſtian, thou haſt reſolved to lead a life moſt pure, to decline all occa [...]ons which may blemiſh it, to refrain thine eyes, the  [...]ollicitors of luſt, and mortifie the unrulineſſe of thy fleſh, and thou doſt well therein. Thou beginneſt to deb [...]t thy tongue from miſ-beſeeming words; to harbour an averſion from reading laſcivious books. And all this very well Thou purpoſeſt to ſuppreſs thy anger, to moderate thy paſſions, to reject all enmity, and baniſh envy [Page] wholly from thy mind, and thou doſt excellent well. Thou reſolveſt to be more reſerved in ſpeech, to be ſilent whilſt others are detracted of, and pa­tient when th [...] ſelfe art injured; and all this excell [...]nt well. But how far more excellent were it to remain ſtill conſtant to our purpoſes? whereas, alas how many are there, who yeſter­day could bridle their tongues, con­taine their lubricities, ſuppreſſe their angers, and overcome themſelves, who to day are wholly effuſed on their former licentiouſneſſe, and in receiving againe the ſervile yoke of unruly luſt, and a licentious tongue, and giving the reines of their furious paſſions, become as very ſl [...]ves to vi­ces as they were before It is no true repentanc, wihich is not ſtable, and permanent, but rather inconſtancy and light volubility of mind. We are like thoſe cowardly fencers, who at blunt can handle their weapons skil­f lly, and make great flouriſhes, but being challenged to the field at ſharp, the glaunce of the naked weapons ſo dazles their eyes, as they run daſtard­ly away, and expoſe their backs to thoſe wounds which make them fearefully turne away their face. We are like unexpert foot men, who at [Page] their firſt ſetting out do keep a migh­ty adoe, ut they are preſently all in a ſweat, and forced to take up, b [...]fore they have halfe run the race. How often doe we undertake matters of great conſequence, which we begin lauda [...]ly, and for a time hopefully pro [...]cute, until [...] by degrees wee lan­guiſh, afterwards come to fall, and at th [...] len [...]th lye groveling all along? That  [...]ice makes vaine oſtentation of bloſſoms, which onely promiſes fruit, b t never produces any; That Architect lays but a bootleſſe founda­tion on which he never ra [...]ſeth a buil­ding up; and what doth it availe a Mariner to hoiſe up ſayle, weigh An­chor, and betake him to the ſterne, if he never put to ſea, or elſe make for land againe, as ſoon as he is out of the havens mouth? And what do we but lay the foundation with this Ar­chitect, and never goe forward with the building we have in hand? Begin our Exordium with t [...]e Oratour, but rarely come to our peroration? Set Saile with the Mariner but for every little blaſt, ſtand for the harbour a­gaine: What have we more frequent­ly in our mouths, than I will amend my manners, I will reclaim my life, and yet, what is leſſe ſeriouſly performed? [Page] Straight from the receiving of the Sa­craments we ſtart out couragiouſly to­wards the Goale, but before we have runne halfe way, we faint and lay us downe for wea [...]ineſſe. When none can diſcerne in us any memoriall of good purpoſe we ever had, or of that ſacred refection; ſo mindfull we are ſtill of injuries, ſo forgetfull of what we piouſly reſolved; ſo as with good reaſon Polybius ſaith, Man is accoun­ted the wiſeſt of all animated things, bu [...] for my part I hold him the fooli­ſheſt of all: for other Animals are ever wary after they have once recei­ved harme: The Fox is never taken in the ſame Gin againe: the Wolfe ſhuns the pi [...]-f [...]ll, the dog a cudgell the ſe­cond time; but onely man is ſo un­wary, ſo oblivious a thing, as from time to to time be falls moſt common­ly into the ſame ſins againe.

The third Paragraph.
GOd complaines by the Prophet  [...]ſaiah, Non poſuiſti haec, &c. Thou haſt not taken this to heart, Iſaiah 4 [...]. n [...]ither re­membred the lateſt things; and I have ſ [...]id, even when thou haſt committed all this, returne unto me, and ſhe hath not returned: Repentance, (ſaith St. Bernard) without amendment  [...]vails us nothin [...]; For if one build an edifice, and another [Page] demoliſh it, what obtaine they but their labour for their paine:Eccl. 34. Qui enim baptizatur à mortuo, &c. For he who is w [...]ſh [...]d from the dead, and toucheth him againe, what doth his waſhing be­nefit him? True repentance goes ever accopanyed with amendment; when gluttony is ſtinted, luxury amortized,  [...]ride depreſſed, and our bodies ſubje­c [...]ed unto holineſſe, whi [...]h were before ſlaves of iniquity. And all this wee promiſe faithfully to execute; and yet a day ſcarcely paſteth, ſometimes not an houre, before all our promiſes are forgot, and wee returned to our f [...]rmer bent againe: And what Iſaiah doth ſo much deplore, of a wholſome ſadneſſe, we make our meriment, Ve­nite ſumamus vinum, Iſaiah 56. & impleamur e­brietate, & erit ſicut hodie, ſic & cras, & multò amplius, Come give us ſome wine, and let us take our fill of drun­kenneſſe, as we doe to day, ſo let us tomorrow, and that with advantage. We are juſt of Pharaohs condition, for he, as ſoon as he perceived the raine, haile, and thunder to be paſſed over, began to ſinne more licen [...]iouſly than before; ſo we, after we have obtained remiſſion for our former ſins, doe commonly fall into more grievous ones. How often doe we ſeeme Lambs in the morning, [Page] and become Lyons before night, wea­ring Tygres natures, mask [...]d under hu­mane ſhapes? How often doe we ap­peare Angels when we riſe, and yet be­fore th [...] evening becom [...] ſcarcely men? So often we change viz [...]rds, and moſt commonly the moſt ugly is that which beſt pleaſeth us. And thus of veſſels of glory, alas, with too frequent change, and viciſſitude, we become the veſſel [...]s of ignominy and ſhame: Sicut autem aegrotantes, Hom. 3. ap po [...]. (ſaith Chryſoſtome) niſi ſem­per ordinate vixerint nulla ipſis diſci­diſciplinae per tres aut quatuor dies ſer­vatae utilitas, ſic & peccantes niſi ſem­per ſobrii ſint, nihil prod [...]rit ipſis duorum, aut trium dierum correctio. As infi [...]me perſons, unleſse they have lived order­ly before, receive no ben [...]fit by tem­perating themſelves onely for a day or two: ſo unleſse ſinners doe get a ha­bite of maturity, the amendment of three or foure dayes will nothing pro­fit them. Have you not marked young Chickens, how whilſt they are ſtrag­l [...]ng up and downe to pick up wormes, and flies, the Kite ſo [...]ring aloft, ſingles out one of them, and ſtooping ſuddain­ly ſnatches it away with her, when all the reſt runne c [...]ying to hide them­ſelve under their mothers wings; but not being able long to containe them­ſelves [Page] there, they muſt out againe, and utterly unmindfull of their former danger, they are all diſperſed, as buſie as before; when the Kite watching its opportunity againe, ketches up ano­ther, and flyes away with it: then in as grear a fright as they were before, they flock again unto their feathery refuge; where after they have lurked a while, all their feare and danger is forgot again, and ſo they ſally out, and meet with the like encounters, ſo long, untill the poor d [...]m have never a Chic­ken left: even juſt in this manner death doth play with us; h [...]re he ſeizeth up­on a neighbour, there on a kinſman, o [...] neere friend of ours, whoſe loſſe, in that ſo ne [...]re a blow hath reference to our ſelves, not without reaſ [...]n, mak s us tremble and lament, and ſeriouſly bethink our ſelves of amending our lives; but how long do h this terrour, theſe lamentations laſt? Some day or two, and then we pu [...]ſue our wonted traines againe, and forgetting wholly our ſorrow and heavineſſe, we burſt forth into immoderate laughter, and our old rio [...]ouſnes, we ſeek out unjuſt wayes to thrive, we return to our owne forſworne intemperance, and all our other circular vices, effuſing our ſelves with unreſtrayned licentiouſneſſe, on [Page] the accuſtomed exceſſes, of our paſſed life, and ſo long we continue in this dead ſecurity, untill death with its cold hand doth gripe our hearts, and make our eyes run with the laſt teares wee ſhall ever ſhed. Then that will onely profi [...] us which we have done, and to wiſh to have done this or that, will availe us nought: Then our moſt of comfort will bee to remember that which coſt us moſt paine to effect it. But we neither ſufficiently credit our ſelves, nor others, in poynt of this veri­ty: to day we conceive a deteſtation of our ſinnes, and to morrow commit the like, or more grievous ones againe, dallying in this manner with Almigh­ty God, when we have ſcarſely waſhed away one ſin, with repentant teares, but we commit another worthy of as many more, connecting (as it were that chain of iniquity, which Iſaiah the Pro­phet ſo condoles,Iſaiah 5. and yet ſo menaceth withal. Vae qui trahitis iniquitatem in funibus, & quaſi vinculum plauſtri pec­catū. Even ſo we adde ſin to ſin, and for the moſt part, the latter more enormious than the firſt: ſo we are alwaies incli­ning unto the worſe, like Antiochus E­piphanes, of whom it was ſaid, That he was a good child, an ill youth, and a wicked man. By the addreſſe of [Page] Repentance and Confeſsion being de­livered from our ſins, wee are fervent for the firſt week after, the ſecond we grow tepid, and the third wax wholly cold; inſomuch, as loſing all ſpirit, we become dead againe. O men, more changeable than the Moon, who not onely every moneth, but every week, nay often every day have their increaſe, waine, exceſses, and defects! How many tides doe dayly ebbe and flow within the Euripus of a narrow breaſt? How often from fruitfull O­lives doe we degenerate into wild and ſavage plants? O volubility, O incon­ſtancy of ours, more variable than fortune it ſelfe, which when it ceaſeth to be good, onely by degrees, at leaſt becommeth bad.Prov. 11. Impius facit opus in­ſtabile, The worke of the impious is unconſtant and wavering.
But on the contrary, the pathes of the juſt are like a reſplendant light, Procedit, Prov. 4. & creſcit uſque ad perfectum diem, which gains of the skie encreaſes to a perfect day. The Predeſtinate have ſuch a horror from any ſin, as they wholly break of all commerce with it, thy know how dangerous a thing it is, to dally in this manner with Almigh­ty God, to repent us of one ſin to day, and to morrow to commit others, to [Page] repent afreſh. They never remember without hearty ſorrow, on what guilty tearmes they once ſtood with Almigh­ty God; not forget how hamouſly then they offended him; which is our onely efficatious way to obtaine grace and favour of Almighty God, who then forgets himſelfe offended by us, when we with ſor­row remember our offence.


§
[Page]
Embleme XI.
Propenſion of our Will to good
I haue inclined my heart to performe thy statutes alway, euen unto ye end Psal: 119 V. 112.


The eleventh ſigne, Of Predeſtination.
[Page]
IS the propenſion of our will to good, whoſe Device is an Ancho, with theſe words: Inclinavi cor meum ad faciend as juſtificationes tuas in aeter­num propter retributionem, Pſal. 119. I have in­clined my heart to fulfill thy Lawes for ever, &c. This inclination of our mind doth then declare it ſelfe, when one ſhall have firrmly reſolved with himſelfe, never, although it imported the loſſe of his life, and all he had, to defile his conſcience with any deadly ſin.Pſal. 118.  [...]uravi & ſtatui cuſtodire judicia iuſtltiae tuae. I have reſolved and ſworn (ſayes the royall Prophet) to obſerve the judgements of thy righteouſnes; & St Iohn, Quod ſi cor noſtrum, &c. Iohn 5. If our owne hearts reprehend us not, then we may confidently have our re­courſe to God. Father Lewis of Gra­nado affirmes that it is a ſigne of all o­thers the moſt evident of reprobation, when one doth eaſily, and without a­ny ſenſe of ſorrow fal into mortal ſin. He is but too far gone in wickednes, [Page] who will not ſo much as ſeriouſly de­ſire to returne to good; whereas, to be willing to become good, is a great part of goodneſſe. For the predeſti­nate, as they would nothing which is evil, ſo would they nothing but what is pleaſing to God. Wherfore with St. Paul every houre and moment they are crying out,Acts 9. Domine, quid me vi [...] facere, O Lord what would you have me to doe? th [...]re is nothing which for your ſake I will refuſe, nothing which I ſhall eſteem too hard, or dif­ficile, nothing ſo painfull or grievous, but in having you for help and guide, I will with my ſufferance overcome it all;Pſal. 39. and there where my ability comes ſhort, I will ſupply with the ardency of my deſires; where my feet connot carry me, I will mount upon the wings of my cogitations, and as the Heli [...]trop to its beloved Son, ſo I, O Lord, w [...]l wholy conv [...]rt my will to thine. In capite libriſcriptu [...] eſt de me, ut facerem voluntatem tuam, In the beginning of the book it is written of me, that I ſhould doe thy will; It hath been mire onely deſire O my Lord, &c. I have obtained to place thy Law in the middeſt of my heart, in the middeſt of my memory, my under­ſtanding, and my will. St. Bernard [Page] one ever ready preſt for to obey the Divine will) pauperimus ego (ſayes he) non habeo niſi unum minimum, volunta­tem meam, & non dabo illam ad volun­tatem illius, qui toto ſe totum me com­paravit? Miſerable and needy wretch as I am, I have but one mite, this Will of mine, and ſhall I not beſtow that upon his Will, who to redeeme me wholly, did wholly give himſelf? Without doubt it is moſt juſt, and reaſonable that the Divine Will ſhould be the Author, and a rule to ours: Conſtitui & conformavi vo­luntatem meam divinae, &c. I have re­ſolved (ſay [...]s Epictetus) to confo [...]me my Will to the Divine Will. Wil he viſit me with ſickneſſe? then be it ſo; that I enterpriſe any thing? I will undertake it then; that I poſſeſſe any thing? his pleaſure be it? that I for­goe it? behold I am prepared; final­ly, that I ſhould dye? I am content. And who now, when I am thus reſol­ved can inforce mee to an thing a­gainſt my willl, more then they can God himſelfe? Thus much had a Heathen conceived of these verities, who onely lived in the blind night of ign [...]rance; and what a ſhame then were it for Chriſtians in the cleare Sun-ſhine of Chriſtianity not to [Page] behold as much as he? Fiat volunt as tua, thy Will, O Lord, be done in earth, Matth. 1.3. as it is in heaven. Wherefore accing [...]mini & eſtote filii pote tes, ut pugnetis adverſusnationes, &c. arme your ſelves, and be mighty ſ [...]ns, that you may fight againſt theſe nations, (againſt the frequent aſſaults of vi­ces) but as it ſhall be the will of hea­ven, ſo be it done.
The firſt Paragraph.
IN Cities according to the principal clock the common ones uſe ordina­rily to be ſet, and why likewiſe ſhould not the wills of every man conforme themſelves like little clocks, unto the great celeſtiall one onely, the Will of Almighty God? Sicut fuerit volun­tas in coelo, ſic fiat. As the Will ſhall be in heav [...]n, ſo let it be. It is in­credible how  [...]ratefull unto God is ſuch an act as this. God congratula­ted with himſelfe, as for ſome extra­ordinary happineſſe: Inveni David fi­lium leſſe virum ſecundum cor meu [...], qui faciet omnes voluntares meas, I have found David the ſonne of l [...]ſſe, a man according to mine owne heart, who performes my will in every thing. God had long ſought for ſuch a man, he layd wayt for one of that mind and diſpoſition, who in all occurrences [Page] ſhould propoſe unto himſelfe, no o­ther aime than the performing of his wil; and having found ſuch an one, even like one overjoyed, our moſt bountifull father cryes out, I [...]veni qui faciet omnes voluntate [...] meas I have found him who will doe my will in every thing. And t [...]is was the reaſon why the Son of God was ſo exact himſelfe in fulfilling his fathers will: Deſcendide coelo non ut faciam volun­tatem meam ſed voluntatem ejus, Iohn 6. q i miſit me. I have deſcended from h a­ven, not to doe mine owne will, but the will of him who ſent me From the rule of this direct and ſoveraigne Will, they are but too farre ſwarved, who not onely not obey at a beck, but ever ſtir not for its abſolute com­mand;Prov. 14. Sapiens timet & declinat a malo, ſtultus tranſilit & confidit, the wiſe man feares and ſo eſcapes evill, whilſt the foole is confident and boldly leaps into it. And this is as the Scripture ſayes,Prov. 30. comedere ac ter­gere os & dicere non ſum operatus malum, to eate and wipe their mouth clean againe, and ſay I have done no harm. Thoſe who are of this mind do but laugh whilſt they engage their ſoules unto the devill; they loſe their part of heaven, and do not feele [Page] the loſſe, as accounting it but a light and triviall one.

The ſecond Paragraph.
BVt on the contrary, the predeſti­nate doe lay ſo ſure a foundation of vertue in their minds, that they conceive a horror from all kinde of offence, and from the leaſt ſhadow of any ſin, & never conſent to take plea­ſure in that which may be diſpleaſing to Almighty God, but they put on this firme reſolution to perform that which may be moſt acceptab [...]e unto God, although thereby they ſhould incurre the diſpleaſure of all the world Thither they bend all their thoughts, and hence all diſcourſe is derived, neither may we doubt, but from their inflamed wills with grea­ter ardor then Ep [...]ctetus did, they will burſt forth into theſe lowder excla­mations, O my God, and my love, farre be it from me, that I ſhould not ever have the ſame will with thee: no, no, my will is thine, or rather indeed I have no will lo [...]ger of mine owne, ſince all I have is thine. And now of neceſſity I muſt f [...]llow thy wil, ſince it is all I have. I neither doe, nor ought to deſire any thing, O my God, but that which plea­ſeth thee. Is it thy pleaſure then that I be ſick? then be it ſo; or poore? and [Page] that too; to endure much paine? and that; wouldſt thou have mee ſuffer contumelies and injuries? I am reſol­ved to be deſpiſed and contemned, al­though it would touch me to the quick, I am prepared; wilt thou deprive me of all ſolace and delight? I am reſol­ved to be perplext in minde, although it ſhould laſt to the  [...]orlds e [...]d, I am content; wilt thou bereave me of all that a hich I moſt affect? although it is moſt hard to depart with that we love, yet I likewiſe will, ſince thou wilt have it ſo; wilt thou have me dye? of all difficile things, this is moſt difficile, and yet I ſhould not refuſe to dye a thouſand times, ſo I might  [...]ut breath my laſt in the dea [...]e armes of thy moſt ſacred will: and that a violent death? In ſpight of nature I would embrace it too: w [...]lt thou have me a Saint in Heaven? O my God, it is my hearts de­ſire; or a damned ſoule in Hell?  [...]las ſweet  [...]eſus if ever thou hadſt beene ſo minded, it had beene done, ſince I have deſerved it, but it is apparant it is a  [...]ing thou never deſireſt, ſince thou ſhedſt thine owne pretious bloud to hin­der it. But yet if it were poſsible (as it cannot be) and I might have my choyſe whether thy will ſhould be tra [...]ſgreſſed, and I a Saint in heaven, or elſe I dam­ned, [Page] and thy bleſſed will fulfilled, O my God, I ſhould make no difficulty to con­clude, that it were farre better for mee to be damned, than thy will left undone. But, O thou ſoveraign goodneſſe, I am ſure thou deſireſt not my death, ſince thou waſt pleaſed that thine owne Son ſhould dye, to the end that I might live I beſeech thee therefore, O hea­venly father, for the moſt hitter death of that onely Son of thine, that thou wouldſt preſerve mee from eternall death Look upon thoſe wounds, looke upon that bloud which for my ſake was ſacrificed, when to ſpare thy ſervant, thou wouldſt not ſpare thy ſonne. Be­hold me thy humbleſt ſervant, O thou immortall  [...]ing at the leaſt ſigne of thy good pleaſure, ready at thy command; all that, ſhall be moſt gratefu [...] unto mee which proceeds from vertue of thy holy will; Paratum cor meu [...], Deus, pa­ratum, Pſal. 127. cor meum, my heart, my God, is prepared, my heart is ready. Such ſervants as theſe their heavenly ma­ſter hath in high eſteem, who with ſuch a vigilant eye obſerve every leaſt ſigne of his ſacred pleaſure, as they make it no other than a law to theirs. And with a chearefull countenance are ever ready to ſay, Dominus eſt, quod bonum eſt in oculis faciat, &c. [Page] Hee is our Lord, let him doe that which is beſt pleaſing in his eyes, for there is nothing better than to have regard to Gods Commandements.

The third Paragraph.
THE Grecians doe commend that celebrated ſaying of theirs, ne quid nimis, not too much of any thing; but thou, O Lord, haſt ex­preſſely commanded, mandata tua cuſtodiri nimis, that thy commande­ments ſhould be very much obſerved. God would have all his ſervants ſo ready and prompt at every command of his, at every beck, as they ſhould never paſſe a day, no not ſo much as that whereon they ſhould ſuffer the greateſt affliction, without repea­ting over this ſhort ſentence a thou­ſand times both in heart and mouth, quod vult Deus fiat, be it as it pleaſes God; and by this meanes the will of men ſo vertuouſly diſpoſed be­comes to be the will of God himſelf, ſince they hold themſelves conſtant to this reſolution, never to will any thing which may be diſpleaſing to his Divine Majeſty; whence it comes that whatſoever they deſire, they obtaine, ſince they deſire nothing elſe than onely to conforme them­ſelves to the will of God, as know­ing [Page] that to be moſt true which St. Hierome writeth unto Paula upon the occaſion of Blella's death. God is good, (ſaies he) and therefore of ne­ceſſity being ſo good as he is, al muſt be likewiſe good, which he ordaines; neither can men of God receive a­ny thing in ill part, which is procee­ding from ſo good a God. Are they in health? they render than  [...]s then to their Maker for it; are they diſea­ſed? even in this they acknowledge and praiſe their Makers will; are they deprived of their deareſt friends? they cannot but bewayle ſo ſad an accident, but yet in remembring that God hath diſpoſed it ſo, they beare their loſſes with an equall mind; hath death raviſhed away an onely child? a loſſe how ever grievous, yet to be ſuſtained, ſince he who lent it, de­mands it back againe; are they o­vertaken with extreame poverty, or more grievous infirmity, afflicted to be contemned, and opprobriouſly dealt withall, ſubiect to a thouſand inluries and ſcornes? For all this you ſhall never haare them utter o­ther words, but sicut Domino placuit, ita factum eſt, ita bene factum, etiam in hoc laudetur Deus. God hath done as it pleaſed him, and thrrefore hee [Page] hath done well, for which cauſe even in this be he likewiſe bleſſed and prayſed; Benedictus Deus in aeter­num, God be bleſſed for ever. Who­ſoever are faſtned to God, as by an Anchor with ſuch a Will as this, doe awayt their lateſt houre with all ſe­curity, and account all misfor­tunes in the meane time for ſhort, which with ſo fortunate an end are to be clo­ſed up.


§
[Page]
Embleme XII.
Moderation of our paſsions.
And unto thee ſhall bee his deſire and thou ſhalt rule ouer him Gen. 4. V. 7.


The twelfth ſigne, Of Predeſtination.
[Page]
IS the moderation of our paſsions, or the victory of temptations, The Device is a Strung Lute: the Mot­to, ſub te erit appetitus tuus, & tu do­minaberis illius, Gen 3. Thy deſire ſhall bee ſubject unto thee, and thou ſhalt maſter it. Thoſe who are of Chriſt (as the Apoſtle confidently avers) have mor­tified their fleſh with its vices and concupiſcences; and St Bernard e­legantly repreſents our Saviour invi­ting u [...],Serm. de S. And. qui vult venire poſt me abne­get ſemet ipſum; ac ſi dicat qui me deſiderat, ſe deſpiciat, & qui vult fa­cere voluntatem meam, diſcat frangere ſuam, thoſe that will follow me let them deny themſelves (as much as to ſay) let thoſe who would love me, de­ſpiſe themſelve [...], & thoſe who would fulfill my will, learne to break their own. That which moſt fatigates us in the fight, is that which moſt crownes us being Conquerors; and we have no way to become abſolute Ma­ſters of our lives, but by dayly killing [Page] our affections in us. For whilſt they live, our reaſon is either dead, or obſcured quite. For which cauſe the Royall Prophet beſought Al­mighty God to unvaile his eyes that he might behold the wonders of the Law: revela occulos meos, & conſide­rabo mirabilia de lege tua. I know, O Lord, that there are great and ſublime  [...]ecrets ontained in this ho­ly law, but alas, for as much as I am a man burth [...]ned with the load of my fleſh, and ſubject to varietie of paſſions and affections, and am not ignor nt withall what a powerfull faction there is of them who d [...]ſquiet and blind my heart; it is thy piety alone which muſt open mine eyes, and diſperſe thoſe thick miſts of paſ­ſions which encompaſſe them. Sene­ca treating of theſe paſſions of ours, Facilius eſt initia eorum prohibere, Ep. 85. &  [...]16 quàm impetum regere; nam ſicut in preceps dato corpori nullum ſui arbi­trium eſt, nec reſiſtere dejectum poteſt, ſed omne conſilium irrevocabilis prae­cipitatio abſcidit, ita animus ſi in iram, amorem, alioſue affectus ſe projecerit, non facilè reprimet impetum, &c. It is eaſier to prevent them in the be­ginning, than afterwards to mode­rate their violence; for as a body [Page] rouling downe ſome ſteep diſcent, is utterly unable to cont [...]ine it ſelfe, by reaſon his irrevocable fall hath deprived him of all uſe of force or delib [...]ration; even ſo a minde once precipitating it ſelfe into anger, love, or any other paſſion, can with great difficulty reſiſt their violent motions, ſince it is the nature of vice never to reſt, till it hath tumbled us into the very depth of all calamity. Wherefore it is beſt to begin even with the firſt ſeed of theſe paſſions to root them out. We are to make head againſt our enemies, on the frontiers of our dominion, leſt if they mak [...] impreſſion unto the heart thereof, they accept of no conditions from thoſe they have vanquiſhed. How much b [...]tter is it to bee a pati­ent, than a mighty man, an over­commer of himſelfe than a vanqui­ſher of Cities? Malior eſt patiens vi­ro forti, & qui dominatur animo ſuo expugnatore urbium
The firſt Paragraph.
BLeſſed are thoſe (ſayes St. Augu­ſtine) who make peace within themſelves who ſo governe all the motions of their mind as to render them obſequious unto reaſon; and bleſſed are thoſe who in ſubduing [Page] the concupiſcences of their fleſh, become the Kingdome of Almighty God, where the mind enjoyes an ab­ſolute dominion, the corporall ſenſes bring all in due ſubordination, and as inferiour ſerv [...]nts no wayes reſi­ſting to that ſuperiour power This is that peace which the Angels pro­claimed at Chriſts Nativity, to which nevertheleſſe none can attaine, but by warre and violence. Hence it is, that God delivered the Commande­ments to Moſes, at the ſound of war­like Trumpets, when we ſhould ima­gine that ſoft and harmonious muſick ſhould have better ſympathized with thoſe religious Rites to which the lawes had peculiar reference; that trumpets had more proportion with warres, than with the Church. But ſo it is (deare Chriſtians) we are drawne forth into the field, we are preſt unto the wars by this our hea­venly Law-giver, neither can any truely obſerve his Lawes, who refuſes to fight againſt thoſe who impugne them. None can overcome their fleſh by cheriſhing it, none without a bat­taile conquer he tempting enemy, or the frowns or ſmiles of the incon­ſtant world: We are to hold every affectio [...] for an enemy, which the ad­verſaries [Page] of the divine Law ſhall op­poſe againſt us, and as ſuch reſiſt it with our uttermoſt power. He that is offended at his crimes, and yet favours his paſſions, doth but lop the bran­ches from an evill tree, whilſt hee permits the root to furniſh the ſtock with moſſe. St. Chryſoſtome in pon­dering theſe words of our bleſſed Sa­viour; qui viderit mulierem ad concu­piſcendam illam, &c. He who ſhall be­hold a woman to luſt after her, hath already committed adultery with her in his heart, ſayes, non modo morbum, ſed & morbi radicem evellit Chriſtus, &c. Chriſt doth not onely take a­way the diſeaſe, but even the root thereof. The root of adultery is this evill of concupiſcence, and ſo together with adultery he condemnes the mo­ther of it, concupiſcence. In like man­ner, he doth not onely prohibite mur­ther, but likewiſe anger which pro­vokes us to it, and the firebrands of anger, opprobrious ſpeech. Of all paſſi­ons two of the moſt vehement are love & anger, & without extream rigor ne­ver to be reſtrain'd. Gentlenes & mild perſwaſion can doe no good with them; and as for anger it doth not im­portune the mind like other vices, but carries it away headlong with it. [Page] Who would deſire to wound his ene­my on that condition to leave his hand incorporate in the wound, and not be able to withdraw it backe? and yet ſuch is the n [...]ture of anger to engage us ſo farre as we can never come clearely off againe. It will not ſtick at any wickedneſſe, and whoſo­ever it hath deſigned to ſtrike at with its thunder, it is never appeaſed, till it have diſcharged upon him a deadly wound. He whom it rules is like the ſtone called Pyrites, which is ſet on fire whereſoever you ſtrike it with the flint.Prov. 29. An angrie man provokes quar­rells, and he who is apt to take excepti­ons, will be the readier to ſinne. Wrath and anger are execrable things, and there is ſcarſely any plague hath coſt mankinde ſo deare, for Vtrum ſtultum interficit iracundia, & parvulum occi­dit in vidia. Anger killeth the foole, and envie murdereth the little one. Wherefore, deare brethren (ſayes St. Auguſtine) ne obſecro tantum malum nobis inducamus, Lib. 4. de Ci­vit. Dei. c. 6. &c. I beſeech you let us not call ſuch a plague upon our ſelves, the ſoules ſicknes, the night of reaſon, an alienation from God, ob­livion of frendſhip, the overture of war, the plenitude of calamity, & the worſt of devills; which is the more wa­rily [Page] to be avoyded, more it infects with its dayly incurſions. In omnes perſonas hic ardeſcit affectus, tam ex amore [...] ſcitu [...] quam ex odio, non minus inter ſeria, quam inter luſus & jocos; nec intereſt ex quam magna cauſa naſcitur, ſed in qualem proveni at animum: ſic ignis, non refert quam magnus, ſed quo incidat, nam arida ſcintillam quoque fovent uſque ad incen­dium. Sen. Ep.  [...]8. This paſsion (ſayes Seneca) conceives a heat burning againſt all ſorts of perſons, and is begotten as well out of love as hate, no leſs from ſerious buſineſses than ſports and meriment: neither are we ſo much to regard from what cauſe it ariſes, as in­to what boſome it lights: for ſo it makes no matter how great the fire be, but where it takes, ſince any dry thing will nouriſh, even a ſparke till it waxe a mighty fire. But (ſayes hee in another place) there is nothing yet ſo hard and difficile, which the mind of man cannot overcome, and there are no paſſions ſo head-ſtrong and vio­lent which cannot bee reſtrained by sk lfull managing,L  [...] der [...]. c. 1 [...] quodcunque ſibi im­peravti animus obtinuit, let but the mind abſolutely command, and it will obtaine any thing. What a happineſse were it then to be delivered from ſuch mighty evills, as anger with frenzy, [Page] rage and cruelty, furiouſneſs and other the like paſſions with which it ever goes accompanyed.

The ſecond Paragraph.
THat which this wiſe Roman ſaid of anger, we may alſo apply to pride and envy, thoſe two ordinary furies which hant humane breaſts, as like­wiſe to thoſe equall ſiſters in wicked­nes; and to conclude, to all the other crew of vicious affections. And ſay, what a happines were it, to be delive­red from ſuch maine evills, and have our mind compoſed to a bleſsed tran­quillity to a certaine harmony, and concordance of all our copidities? He therefore is bleſsed, who is the leſse indulgent of liberty to his affections, the more free hee deſires to bee him­ſelfe from vices ſervitude, who to ſe­cure reaſons dominion in him, cruci­fies his unruly paſſions. For Gally-ſl [...]ves they have ſome ceſsation from labour, ſome time, though never ſo ſhort allotted them to reſt; but thoſe who are ſlaves to their affections doe never enj [...]y any reſt, but their mind is in continual agitation, by the turbulent motions of their reſtleſse thoughts. Servietis diis alienis die ac nocte, Hier. 16. qui non dabunt vobis requiem, you ſhall ſerve ſtrange Gods day and night, [Page] which will not give you reſt. And therefore the ſonne of Syrach adviſes us, poſt concupiſcentias tuas non eas, Eccl. 18. doe not follow thy concupiſcence; but as a head-ſtrong horſe is to be reined hard, and one that is ready, pricked on with the ſpurre; ſo wee are to ma­nage our affections, by urging ſome, whilſt, for the moſt part, we do curb the reſt. None can more truely hate himſelfe, than hee who loves him­ſelfe with ſuch a pernicious love, as becomming by it wholly diſ­ſolved in voluptuouſneſse, he is nei­ther able to obtaine any thing of him­ſelfe, or deny himſelfe any thing. Let ſuch as theſe conſider what the A­poſtle preſages of them:Rom. 8. Si ſ [...]cundum carnem, &c. If you live acco ding to the fleſh, (ſaies he) you ſhall dye, but if you ſhall mortifie the works of the fleſh, you ſhall live. The command of ones ſelfe is the greateſt Empire as man can aſpire unto, & conſequently to be ſubject to our paſſions the moſt grievous ſlavery; neither is there any triumph more glorious, then that of the victory obtained of our ſelves, where whilſt the conflict is but ſhort, the reward ſhall ever laſt. He over­comes his affections, who refuſes to ſerve them, and he ſerves them, ſaith [Page] S. Ambroſe, Quicun (que) metu frangitur, vel delectatione, Li. 2. de Iac. & vita beata irretitur, vel cupitatibus du­citur, vel indignatione exaſperatur, vel maerore d [...]icitur: whoſoever is diſmay­ed by feare, enthralled by pleaſure, in­ve [...]gled with deſires, exaſperated by of­ffences, or dejected with ſadnes. Neither is there any viler ſervitude, according to Seneca than that which is volunta­rily undergone,Ep. 47. where one ſerves his luſt, another his avarice, a third ambi­tion. A good man (as witneſſes Saint Auguſtine) albeit hee ſerve, is free, whereas a wicked, although hee be a Monarch, is a ſlave, and that not to one man alone, but (what is more intollerable) to as many Maſters as he hath vices. The deſires of men are as various as their viſages, and out­ward lineaments; and even as in thoſe among men of the ſame kinde, there is ſtrange diverſity, ſo is there no leſſe in the affections and propenſi­ons of our mind: here one burnes in the fire of concupiſcence, another is led captive in golden chains, a third conſumed with envy, this by drinking deſtroyes his health, this too much gi­ven to gamning, and this to idleneſſe, the whilſt, none will ever be perſwa­ded, (as if one could not be drowned aſwell in wine as water) that their [Page] ruin can ariſe from thence, where they have placed their chiefe felicity. Saint Gregory ſayes excellently well,Lib. 4. in Reg. c. 4. Repro­bae menti valde placet quod concupiſcit, ſed in aeterna poena quod ei modo eſt dul­ce amareſcet. A reprobate minde is pleaſed above meaſure with its owne deſires, but that which now is ſo ſvveet unto it, will afterwards to its eternall paine be changed into bitterneſſe.Dan. 13. O wretch, thou art deceived with ſpeci­ous ſhew, and deſire hath ſubverted thy heart, and made thee long after fleeting waters, with a fruſtrated appe­tite. What felicity can a man receive frō his libidinouſnes, which according to St. Ambroſe doth burne us worſe than a feaver, farre more inflame us, & ſooner caſt us downe; Febre libido flagrantior eſt, graviuſque inflammot, & praecipitat; but when that violent heat is aſſwag [...]d, when the fit is paſt, then the eyes of our conſcience doe open, and a man becomes all confoun­ded and aſhamed at the uglineſs of his reproachfull fact; then he ſtands in dread of Almighty God, and faine, if he knew how would hide his guilty head; but in vaine, for the deformity is ſo manifeſt, and all ſecrets lye un­folded before Almighty God, and therefore the thought of judgement [Page] doth ſtrike him into horror, out of the conſcience of his ſelfe-guiltineſſe. And what is the thirſt of wealth, but a notorious ſpur to every wickedneſſe, which is rather more provoked than quenched by poſſeſſing that which it deſires; which torments the minde no leſſe with ſollicitude of that it en­joyes, than that it wants? And where­as all other vices grow old with man, this then becomes moſt youthfull and vigorous. Hate and envy are two im­portunate evills, which unleſſe you kill (as it were) in the cradle, there is little hope of overcomming them thereafter with that facility as you doe other affections. As for gluttony, thoſe who ſerve it have a pernicious miſtris of it, which the more obſequiouſly you ſerve, the more inſolent it growes, and by reaſon of its neare affinity with laſciviouſnes, in humouring and fee­ding it, you doe but nouriſh an enemy of Chaſtity. Who then is there, and we will give him deſerved praiſe, who can juſtly glory wi h holy Tobias, Tob. 3. mun­dam ſervavi animam meam ab omni concupiſcentia, I have preſerved my ſoule pure from all concupiſcence? Such a ſoule were like a Lute indeed, with all its ſtrings in tune.

The third Paragrah.
[Page]
SAul being commanded by Al­mighty God to kil Agag the King of the Amalikites, did notwithſtan­ding onely impriſon him; and this is our way of proceeding with our paſ­ſions, which ſo they break not forth to any exorbitancy in the exteriour, wee take no thought for rooting of them out, how ever ſeditiouſly in our interiour they behave themſelves. And what is this but thorow a vitious pitty, to confine thoſe to priſon, whom we ſhould condemne to die; & whilſt we ſpare a concealed enemy to arm him to proceed againſt us in pub­like hoſtility? For ſo thoſe vices which at firſt were only committed by chance, and unawares, are conver­ted by degrees into nature & cuſtome, till at laſt they impoſe upon us a ne­ceſity of ſinning, and make us cry out, when we perceive our ſelves brought every way into ſtraits by our dome­ſticall enemies; I cannot overcome my ſelfe in this, it is impoſsible for me to abſtaine from that to wh [...]ch I have been accuſtomed ſo long; you had as good bereave me of my life, as debarre mee the fruition of ſuch and ſuch a pleaſure And by this manner our vices be­come incorporate to our manners, and by neglecting to root up our [Page] paſsions whilſt they were but little ſhrubs we perceive our ſelves at la through our connivance overgrowne with whole woods of them, and encompaſſed with ſo vaſt a wilder­neſſe, as it exceeds our forces to ex­tricate our ſelves. Yet even then we are no wayes to deſpaire, ſince one cuſtome may be expelled by a better one, and the richer our Crown will be, the more the fight is dangerous and difficile. Volenti cum bono Deo vincera certa eſt victoria. Let but a Moſes with his rod check the waves of the ſea, and for the reſt GOD will provide that the children of Iſ­rael may finde a ſafe paſſage thorow them, whilſt they ſwallow up the whole hoſts of the Egyptians. Let us but take armes, and inure our ſelves to fight, and we ſhall repulſe the Ammorites and the Cannanites from infeſting us? [...]ob 7. Militia eſt vita hominis ſupra terram, mans life is (but) a warfare on the earth. And above all let each one hold himſelfe ſuſpected, ſince no man hath a more trayterous enemy. There is no com­ming to any agreement with this foe, no truſting to any treaty or compoſi­tion, but onely that day will ſet an end to his hoſtility, which cloſes up [Page] our lives. It is a divine ſentence of St. Cyprian, Voluptatem viciſſe voluptas eſt maxima, nec ulla major eſt victoria, quam ea quae à cupiditatibus refertur. Qui enim hoſtem vicit, fortior fuit al­tero; qui vero libidinem repreſſerit fortior fuit ſeipſo, There is no greater pleaſure than to ſubdue our plea­ſure, nor truer victory, than that we obtaine over our deſires. For he who overcomes his enemy is onely ſtron­ger than another man, but he who reſiſts his libidinouſneſſe is ſtronger than himſelfe. A curious Muſitian never leaves tampering with his in­ſtrument, till it be in tune, and ſo the predeſtinate ceaſes not to compoſe his affections, till they agree among themſelves in a harmonious peace. If we will believe Plato the body is but a Lute, and the ſoule the Lute­niſt, which now tunes one ſtring, now another, as it finds occaſion: now it moderates the eyes, and now the tongue; now it containes the eares, and now the hands; and whenſoever the paſſion of anger, or lu [...]urie chance to riſe too high, it re­duces them to the right pitch of rea­ſon againe. He was a skilfull Muſi­tian indeed who ſaid: Caſtigo corpus meum & in ſervitutem redigo, 1 Cor. 9. I chaſt [...]ſe [Page] my body, and bring it into ſubjecti­on. And ſo the principal care of the predeſtinate, is, daily to examine the inſtrument of his affections, and now to ſtrive againſt his choler, now repreſſe his envy, now excitate his drowſineſſe, now moderate his ſad­neſſe, and now refraine his joy; he is ſtill practiſing on it, and ſo long tunes up ſome ſtrings, and lets down others, till it agree in perfect harmo­ny. The predeſtinate permits no­thing to his affections, he favours none leſſe then himſelfe, nor ſuffers any the leaſt offence of his, to paſſe unpuniſhed. Therefore to con­clude, it is a true ſigne of prede­ſtination, and that they are of Chriſt who crucifie their fleſh, with its vices and concupi­ſcences.




A Treatiſe added as a Crowne to the twelve ſignes of Predeſtination, Of the great ſcarcity of the predeſtinate.
[Page]
TO crown that which hath been ſayd,Serm. 2. d [...] oct. Paſch. Mellifluous St. Bernard furniſhes us with an excellent diſcourſe of his: Our Lord knowes (ſaith he) who are belonging unto him, and he only knowes whom he hath elected from the beginning; neither is there any who can tell whether hee bee worthy of love or hate. Seeing then (as it is moſt cer­taine) we have no certainty, ought it not to be moſt gratefull to u [...], to gather ſome probable ſigne of this our election? or can our ſpirit take any reſt, as long as it hath no te­ſtimony of its predeſtination? Therfore it is a faithful ſpeech, and worthy of all acceptation, which in­folds the teſtimony of our ſalvation. [Page] The word of which both affords great comfort to the elect, and diſ­furniſhes the Reprobate of all ex­cuſe: for the ſignes of life being once manifeſt, whoſoever neglects them, is clearely convinced to have received his ſoule in vaine, and ſlightly to eſteem of that deſirable land. None can juſtly accuſe any but himſelfe, if he perceive in him no ſigne of Predeſtination: for God hath not predeſtinated any by chance or hazard unto heaven or hell,Acts 15. ſince notum à ſaeculo eſt Domino opus tuum, thy work is known unto our Lord from eternity; but in fore­ſeeing the merits of every one, he hath alotted them accordingly, either reward or puniſhment,Reſp. 3. ad c.  [...]biect. Galli­car. as St. Proſper moſt truly  [...]ays. It implys no neceſſity that men ſhould periſh, becauſe they are not predeſtinated, but they are not predeſtinated becauſe God fore ſaw that by their own wilfull perver­ſity they needs would periſh.Lib. ad Sim­plic. q. 2. Ep. 105. And St. Auguſt. avouches the Doctrine, where he ſaith, that God hated not Eſau, as a man, but Eſau as a ſinner, ſince God deteſts nothing in man but ſin. And againe onely ſin (ſayes he) doth render the way to heaven inacceſ­ſible. Whilſt all of us tend unto one [Page] onely gaole, alas what diverſity is there in thoſe wayes we goe, we run, and we periſh in? The way of life is narrow, that of perdition, broad ro­ſie, & pleaſant; there we muſt climbe up a craggy clift, here we ſlide eaſily downe into a dale, facilis deſcenſus Averni, the deſcent to hell is eaſie. Truth cryes out unto us exhorts, and admoniſhes us: Intrate per auguſtam portam, &c. Enter by the narrow gate, ſince the gate is broad, and the way ſpatious which leads to perdition, and many there are who enter by it; where­as the gate is ſtraight, and the way narrow which conducts to life, and there are few who finde it. And it incul­cates the ſame againe, Inforce your ſelves to enter by the narrow gate, For I ſay vnto you, Matth. 7. Luke 13. there are many who are deſirous to enter in, and yet cannot. A narrow way indeed it is, which wee cannot goe but alone, and unaccom­panyed?Rom. 22. Gal. 6. Cor.  [...]. each one of us is to render account unto God Almighty onely of himſelf; each one to undergoe his owne burthen; each one according to his works that he hath done ſhall receive reward [...]. And this is that which made our Saviour break forth into thoſe dolefull words, Multi ſunt vocati, pauci verò electi, Many are [Page] called, but few are choſen. How many by the force of this one word pauci, few, have, as it were by ſome ſudden thunder clap been awaked out of the dead trance of their licentious lives? How many at the bare report therof have retired themſelves into ſolitary caves and deſarts from all ſociety, and commerce with men? How many thouſand Martyrs hath it made expoſe themſelves to wracks, priſons, fires, torturings, gibbets, wild beaſts, and the executioners ut­moſt rage and cruelty, whilſt you might heare from them no other voyce than this, it is no hard matter to dye for us, who are to live againe a­mong thoſe few of the elect; ſheath your ſwords in our bodies, and ſpare not, ſo long as our ſoules may be num­bred among thoſe few, but happy who are ſaved. Who of them would not find courage enough to ſay: Could I be extended on a hundred Croſſes, I would not ſhrinke to eſcape one of them; had I a hundred necks, I would ſtretch them all out under the Axe; it ſhould be my paſtime to dye a hundred times, and I ſ [...]ould eſteem my torments only as reſtoratives ſo as I may be admitted after all into Para­diſe in company of thoſe few who [Page] are predeſtinate? from hence procee­ded that generous ſa ing of that glo­rious Martyr Saint Ignatius, Let all croſſes come, fire, wild beaſts, and as many torments as the devil can invent ſo as I may enioy my Chriſt, I care not, How many hath this ſame thunder of our Saviour [...] words, this onely one word, pauci, a few, recalled from the rank meddowes of luxury, to the houſe of ſorrow and repentance, they chuſing rather to be ſaved with a few, than periſh with many, ſince they periſh no l [...]ſſe who periſh in co [...]pany, non minus perit qui perit in tu [...]ba? And of th [...]s great ſca [...]city of thoſe who are ſaved, we have for our warning had frequent examples in e­very age  [...]his was the onely ſubject of Noah's preaching, that Herald of juſtice, (as S. Paul termes him) for an hundred years & more; and yet men were ſo obdurate in their wicked­nes, as out of that infinite multitude then alive, onely eight ſoules were ſa­ved in that wooden arke or priſon, & of thoſe few, impious Cain was one; for ſo you ſhall as rarely find any ſo­ciety of good without the admixture of ſome bad, as the fragrant roſe without the bryer cleaving to it. And ſo God being upon the poynt of de­ſtroying [Page] the Land of Sodom and Go­morrah, was yet content with  [...]bra­hams requeſt to hold his hands and ſpare the [...], if he could but have pickt him out ten juſt men of ſuch innume­rable multitudes as they were, and yet ſo great was the ſcarcity of the good, as they were not to be found; whereupon the Angels adviſeth Lot, Feſtina & ſalva te, to make ſpeed and ſave himſelf; and ſo onely three perſons were preſerved from ſo ge­nerall a calamity as was the burning of two ſuch mighty Cities, whoſe ru­ines are even extant to this day, the monuments of the wrath of Almigh­ty God. Neither in more ambiguous manner is the paucity of the prede­ſtinate expreſt in that paſſage of ſa­cred Scripture, when Moſes leading under his conduct out of Aegypt 600000. fighting men, beſides wo­men and children, and others pro­miſcouſly without number of leſſer note, but onely two of ſuch a world of people arrived unto that plentiful land of promiſe; all the reſt being buried in that mighty Sepulcher of that vaſt deſart, the receptacle of ſo many thouſand dead. As for Pharaoh who followed them with ſuch war­like preparation, to reſtraine them of [Page] their liberty againe, he together with all his army was buryed in the red ſea, the gaping ſepulcher of ſuch a migh­ty hoaſt:Exod. 3 [...]. quis non timebit te ô Rex gen­tium, who will not ſtand in awe of the O Lord of the Gentiles? Beſides for their falling into actuall idolatry, Moſes proclaymed among the chil­dren of Iſrael: Si quis eſt Domini iun­gatur mihi, &c. whoſoever is our Lords, let him joyne with me, and they ſlew that day of them  [...]3000. a lamentable iſſue of one act of Ido­latry; to ſignifie how much God Almighty doth deteſt one mortall ſin. So Ioſuah having taken by that myſterious ſtratagem the City of Ieri­co put all the men and living crea­ture in it unto the ſword and fire, and ſo that mighty City, like ſome car­kaſſe in its funerall fire, was all unto a heap of aſhes conſumed away, only one houſe ſurviving ſo great a ruine, ſo great a calamity. And Gedeon in his expedition againſt the Midianites, out of 32000. choſe onely 300. out for that preſent enterpriſe, and diſmiſſed all the reſt.Iudges 7. For God hath no reſpect of any number, but of the good; nei­ther is the way to hell ſo long, but in one breath it may be gone by com­mitting of one mortall ſin, whereby [Page] we become traytors to the Divine Majeſty, and meriting eternall pu­niſhment. So in former times for one libidinous act 40000. Hebrews, and 50600. Benjamites were ſlaine; and how deare did the Benjamites with the loſſe of ſo many thouſand ſoules, pay for the curioſity of their eyes, when they looked with too great ir­reverence on the Arke of God? Nei­ther is this great ſcarcity of the pre­deſtinate leſſe clearly ſ [...]t before our eyes in the ſacred hiſtory of the Kings, where Abſolon leading an Ar­my of rebells againſt the King his fa­ther, a meſſenger in all haſte ran to let David underſtand, that all Iſrael with their whole heart did follow Abſolon, toto corde univerſus Iſrael ſequitur Abſalon: 2 Kings. 15. and Seba ſeditiouſly ſtirring up a ſort of tumultuous people againſt the King, there comes another advice to David, that all Iſrael was revolted from him, and followed Seba: Separa­tus eſt omnis Iſrael à David ſecutuſ (que) eſt Seba. 2 Kings 20. Doe but behold the world, & you will even ſay as much of it; for Chriſt, another David doth trace us out the way with his owne bloud, with his owne gored foot-ſteps, ha­ving his head crowned with thornes, his ſhoulders charged with the infa­mous [Page] burthen of the croſſe, his dying eyes floating with bloud and teares, in which dolefull equipage he aſcends mount Calvary, and invites us to fol­low him; but alas how few are they who doe accompany him, who are content to be crucified with him, ac­cording to their ſeverall conditions? So as we may lawfully ſay, that all the world is ſet upon malice: totus mundus in maligno poſitus eſt, and with their whole hearts follow, not Seba, but rather Satan, and leave our Savi­our in Mount Golgotha alon [...]. To this purpoſe likewiſe may be applyed that other paſſage of holy Scriptures, where 70000. Iſraelites are recorded to have been conſumed by peſtilence, only becauſe David out of a preſump­tion of his owne forces did cauſe the people to be muſtred All which ex­amples were but the firſt draught, and ſhadow of the wonderfull ſcarcity of the predeſtinate, which our Saviour afterwards in his Sermons ſo lively painted forth. Reckon all the Jewes according to the computation of the Apocalyps, from Abraham to the day of Judgement predeſtinate to be ſa­ved, and you ſhall find onely 144000. of them, ſcarcely the thouſand part to pa [...]e on that account. And that which [Page] is ſaid, of them may be applyed with a certaine proportion unto all other Nations; for the praedictions of our Saviour have reference unto all, foraſ­much as hee affirmed not onely of the Iewes, that few of them ſhould walk in the narrow path of life, but he directs his ſpeech generally to all: pauci invenient eam, few ſhall find it. In confirmation of this verity, the Prophets are every where frequent. Hell hath dilated its ſoule (ſaies Iſaiah) and opened its mouth boundleſſe wide; and that becauſe impiety like a fire im­braces (all.) It ſhall conſume the thorne and bryar, the very thicket of the grove ſhall be burnt, and the pride of the ſmoak ſhall roule along; for thorns and bryers ſhall overgrow the univerſall earth. And where ſhall you not find whole wilderneſſes of briars of libidinouſ­neſſe and luxury? what place is free from the pricking thornes of cares, and ſolicitude, not ſo much of pur­chaſing heaven, as wealth? So as truly we may ſay, the earth is infected with its inhabitants, in that they have tranſ­greſſed the lawes, altered right, and antiquated an eternall league; all are addicted to their owne w [...]yes, and each one unto the moſt new fangled. And Hieremy in no leſſe a mournfullHier. 3. [Page] ſtraine bewayles this great penury of the good; Circuit the wayes of Hieru­ſalem and behold, and obſerve, and ſearch in the ſtreets, doe you find a man that doth Iuſtice and regards his faith? Braſs and Iron there is corruption in all. Not only the rich, but (what you will more wonder at) even the poor are in­fected with pride and riotouſnes; and poverty now is in league with vices too, a generall corruption hath tain­ted all, aſwel braſſe, as ſilver, and more rich mineralls. And the Prophet ex­ploring the origen and ſourſ [...] of all this evill ſayes, I attended, and l [...]ſtned, and no man ſpeaks of any good, (which is ſo much verified in theſe times of ours) no man doth repent for his ſins, Hier. 8. ſaying what have I done? all are at­tent to their owne courſes, like horſes ruſhing furiouſly into the battaile. Woe to the earth, woe to the men thereof, The whole world is filled with a [...]ulte­ries Neither doth Michaeas leſſe la­ment this exceſſive dearth of vertue: Woe unto me (ſayes he) there is not one cluſter of grapes fit to be eaten, Mich. 7. the Saint is periſhed on earth, and the up­right is not (to be found) among men. Which conſideration made the royall Prophet ſhed ſo abundant teares: God (ſayth he)Pſ. 13. & 1 [...] hath looked downe from hea­ven[Page]o [...] the ſons of men to behold if there were any that would underſtand, and ſeek after God; (but) all were depra­ved, all were become wholly u profitable; there is no man, no not ſo much as one, that doth any good. And truely who­ſoever doth but conſider theſe lamen­table dayes of ours, and the variety of corruption, which is crept into our manners, he would be of the ſame opinion with this holy King, and conclude our Age moſt reſembling to that immediately before the deluge, When there was nothi [...]g but eating, and drinking, Matth.  [...]4. marrying, and giving in mar [...]i [...]ge, t ll that d [...]y, when Noah en­tred into the  [...]rke: neither had they any underſtanding, till the deluge came upon them, and deſtroyed them all. E­ven ſo you will imagine, that vertue were wholy baniſhed fom the earth, or if perchance any vouchſafe to har­bour her, it is but only in paſſing, and by way of courteſie, not that ſhe can challenge right to any habitation of her owne; which is the reaſon ſhe is no where permanent; whilſt vice doth ſo ſway all, and hath ſuch abſolute dominion, as it is no longer a [...]le to reckon how many kingdomes it ſtands poſſeſsed of; masked inju­ſtice, and prying envy, exployting [Page] boldly whatſoever they pleaſe, & that filthy vice of Luxurie, odious to hea­ven, and pernicious to earth; with an incredible kinde of audacity. So that comparing the number of the good, reduced unto ſo few, unto ſo many Myriades of evill, we may wel ſay with Bias, Rari boni, pravi p [...]urimi; and St. Ambroſe to this effect; in compariſon of the reprobate (ſayes he) the num­ber of the Elect is but very ſmall, ſee­ing you ſhall find every where multi­tudes of ſinners, every where whole troops of them in the way of perditi­on, ſo as it may be truely ſayd indeed, That the wayes of Syon Lament, Lamen. c. 1 whilſt the paths of Babylon do laugh. And really whoſoever but reflects the eyes of his mind upon the way which he buts up­on, the precipice of hell, he ſhall per­ceive it ſo frequented, ſo thronged with paſſengers,, as one ſhoves another for­wards out of a kind of ſport or jolity; and provoked by one anothers ex­amples, they make as much haſte to the torments of hell, as they would doe unto ſome ſolemne feaſt. The whilſt the way to vices is not onely proclive, but even precipitious; on the other ſide, the way which tends to vertue is but narrow, frequented but by few, and thoſe for the moſt part of private qua­lity, [Page] as Iſaiah did inſinuate in that Pro­pheticall complaint of his, Theſe ſhall be in the midſt of the earth, Isay 24. in the midſt of the people, juſt as if a few Olives which are remaining ſhould be ſhaken out of the Olive tree, and grapes when the Vintage is ended. Where the ſcar­city of the good may be underſtood by thoſe few ſcattering bunches of grapes, by thoſe few Olives which were left to be gleaned, whilſt the reſt were ga­thered, and the exceſſive multitude of evill by the precedent plentifull har­veſt of grapes and Olives: For there is no truth (ſayes the Prophet Oſeas) there is no mercy, Oſe 4. there is no knowledge of God on earth, but ſlandering, lying, murther, theft, and adultery doe ſwarm [...]; & ſan­guis ſanguinem tetigit. This ſcarcity of the good, is but too apparent, which the Prophets thus deplore; unto whoſe teares ſucceed the Apoſtles complaints in the new Teſtament, where St. Iohn affirmes all the world to be ſet on ma­lice:Eph. 15. totus mundus in maligno poſitus eſt: and St. Peter in this manner ſor­rowfully argues, Si juſtus vix ſalvabi­tur, peccator & im [...]ius ubi apparebunt? If the juſt ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the wicked and impious appeare? St. Paul lamen [...]s wi [...]h often iterating the ſame,Phil. 2. that all ſeeke things that are their owne, not things that are [Page]Ieſus Chriſts. And our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe affirmes,Matth. 11. Luke 6. Luke 8 17. & 14. that the kingdome of heaven ſuffers violence, and only the vio­lent take it by force. Neither in the meane while abſtaines from threat­nings, Vae vobis, &c. woe unto you (ſayes he) who are rich, for you have your conſo­lation; woe to you which are full, for you ſhall hunger; woe to you who now laugh, for you ſhall lament, and weep. And this likewiſe is lively ſet before our eyes in the parable recounted by S Luke, where one part of the good ſeed, is ſaid to lie withering away among the ſtones, a­nother choaked among thornes and bryars; a third l [...]ghts in the high way, where it is troden under foot: and ſcarcely a fourth part meets with a fruitfull ſoyle. So likewiſe of ten Le­pers whom our ſaviour cleanſed, onely one returned to thank him for curing him; of thoſe who were invited to the feaſt, not one but found an excuſe to abſent himſelfe, and as often as the fiſh-poole was ſtirred by the Angel, of ſo many diſeaſed perſons, who lay a­waiting the occaſion, onely one was cured; Onely a Nicodemus of all the Magiſtrates of the Iewes would ven­ture to private conference with our Sa­viour Chriſt; and of ſo many covetous and wealthy Citizens of Ierico, of ſo [Page] many Camels (to uſe St. Bedes phraſe) laden with their wealth,  [...]nely one Zacheus would diſcharge his bunchy back of his rich load, and reſtoring all which he had unjuſtly got, aſſay to en­ter by the narrow gate; Onely one Matthew from his intricate accounts; on [...]ly one Magdalen from her diſſolute life, is recorded to bee converted to a more innocent one. St. Paul preaching before a frequent aſſembly of people at Philippi a City of Macedonia, onely one Lydia approved hi Doctrine; ano­ther time diſcourſing of Chriſtian Re­ligion at Athens, in the publike pal­lace before a great and learned aud [...] ­tory, onely Denys, and Damaris aſſen­ted to what hee ſaid; the reſt for the m ſt p [...]t mo [...]k [...]ng, and de [...]iding him: and i [...] that renouned aſſembly of 72. of the Iewiſh M [...]gi [...]tr [...]tes,Luke 23. the [...]e was ſca [...]ce one or two found, who th [...]ſted n [...]t  [...]fter ou [...] S v [...]urs precious blood: L [...]kewiſe at his Crucify ng, there were many ſpectators, but lovers,  [...]nd imita­tors of his Croſſe a very few. So in theſe our dayes, there are many Sermons, but rarely any who amend their lives for them; v [...]c [...]s are ſ fficiently inveighed ag [...]inſ [...], but ſeldome ſufficiently amen­ded;  [...] men are ſo far from deſiring to amend t [...]em, as they cannot en­dure [Page] to have them mentioned. Multi vocati, pauci electi, there are many cal­led, but few choſen: alas but few in­deed! There are many (ſayes St. Gre­gorie) adjoyne themſelves unto the faith, but few make uſe of it to attaine to heaven. And as upon the floore you ſhall find more ſtraw than corn, more leaves th [...]n fruit upon the tre [...]s, more prickles than roſes on the bryars, every where flints, but a few precious ſtones; even ſo the number of thoſe whom the Divine providence promotes to beati­tude is but ſmall, compared to the mul­titudes of wicked men. How truely hath Ieremy p [...]pheſied, Deſolatione de­ſolata est omnis terra, &c. All the world is waſted with a deſolation, becauſe there is none who conſiders in his heart: there is none who conſiders in h [...]s he [...]rt indeed, ſince the thoughts of o [...]r hear [...]s are ſo fleeting and incon­ſtant, as they are ſtill wandering, and never can apply themſelves long to any thing that is good and vertuous. And this is the reaſon why wee have no more apprehenſion of hell, no more deſire and longing after heaven. This accuſation may bee urged as well a­gainſt Chriſtians, as any other men, that they make no account of the de­ſireable Land: pro nihile habuerunt [Page]terram de fiderabilem; Pſal. 105. for what is more to be defiled than heaven? and yet by reaſon wee have ſo little commerce with it in thought, we either conceit this kingdome of the bleſſed as ſome tedious thing, or elſe deſire it nothing ſo fervently as we ought. From thence the devil conceives ſuch hopes, and ac­quires ſuch force againſt us as Iob af­firmeth of him,Iob 40. Ecce abſorbebit fluvi­um, &c. That he ſhall not wonder if he ſwallow up a floud, and hee confides to have Iordan flow into his mouth. And for this reaſon (ſaith that mirrour of patience) verebar omnia opera mea ſci­ens quod non parceres delinquenti; cap. 9. I was ſuſpitious of all my actions, as knowing that thou ſpareſt not the de­linquent; I have all my words, works, and even my thoughts ſuſpected, when I conſider the rigid Iuſtice of Almigh­ty God. This was the motive of St. Hilarions, who (as St. Hierome recoun­teth) was moſt grievouſly pe [...]plex [...] at the Article of death, and in a deadly feare to preſent himſelfe before the tribunall of Chriſt. There remained but a little vitall heat unperiſhed in his feeble body, and excepting his ſences, there were no ſignes in him of a living man,  [...]hen ſadly lifting up his eyes and voyce together, Egredere (ſaid he) [Page] quid times? egredere anima mea, quid dubites? Septuaginta prope annis ſer­viiſti Chriſto, & mortem times? De­part (ſayd he) what doſt thou feare? depart my ſoule, what doſt thou doubt? Thou haſt ſerved Chriſt almoſt theſe ſeventy yeares, and now at laſt art thou afraid to dye? No, his ſoule was not ſo much appaled at death, as that the approach of that judgement it was to undergoe. And now let every Chriſti­an conſider with himſelfe, with what ſecurity he can revell and take his plea­ſure; whilſt ſuch Saints as they doe tremble, when they come to dye; let them if they think good, hoard up treaſures of gold and ſilver, miſchiefe and ruine one another with mutuall enmity and hate, hunt after honours, and hauk for ſoaring glory; deny no­thing to their humours and delights, alleaging forſooth, that God allotted the earth, of which you are inhabitants to the uſe of the ſonnes of men, and reſerved the heavens to be diſpoſed by the ſoveraigne Lord thereof. Take then your liberties in ſeeing, thinking, and doing every thing you have a fan­cy to, make as many figaries as you liſt, think every thing lawfull which you have a mind unto, let your body take its fill of contentment, be ſure to [Page] live at your eaſe, walke in the wayes of your heart, and take your owne eyes for guides: Et ſcitote quod pro omnibus his adducet vos Deus in judicium, Eccl. 11. &c. But yet be aſſured, that for all theſe you muſt render an account to God; and though a man live never ſo many yeares, and have paſt them all over to his hearts content, yet hee is to bee mindfull of the diſmall time, of thoſe many dayes,Ibid. which when they arrive, will argue all that is paſt of vanity. Wherefore let your endevour rather be to procure by your good works a cer­tainty of your vocation and election. Satagite ut per bona opera certam ve­ſtram vocationem & electionem ſaciatis. Pet. 1. What the ſignes of predeſtination are you have already underſtood. 1. Not only to love our friends, but our ene­mies. 2. To relieve  [...]he poor, not only by the bounty of our hands, but alſo with the affection of our minds. 3. To endure all afflictions patiently, and praiſe God Almighty for ſending them. 4. To ſet light by the goods of fortune, in regard of heaven. 5. and 6. To conſider how ſmally it availes us to hearken to the interiour ad­monitions of God, or exteriour of men, if we neglect to put them in exe­cution. [Page] 7. So to deteſt our former ſins, as never to commit the like a­gain. 8. To imagine we are not plea­ſ ng to God, until we become diſplea­ſing to our ſelves. 9. Not to perſwade our ſelves that we love Ieſus Chriſt, ſo long as we love and cheriſh not his preſence within our ſelves. 10. To reſiſt ſtoutly our vitious inclinations, eſpecially at firſt, ſince then every one can overcome them if he liſt 11. To lay a ſure foundation of vertue in our minds, leſt otherwiſe we be alwayes wavering: 12 To become ſo famili­ar wiih death by often thinking of it, as we may the leſſe feare it when we come to dye: for he never dyes unwillingly who dayly and ſeriouſly imagines that he muſt dye at laſt: And this is the way to that life, whol­ly devoyd of death. And now let each one take a ſurveigh of his owne conſcience, whether theſe ſignes of Predeſtinations, whereby he may conceive a certtaine hope that he is not ſtrayed from the way of the good, which leadeth into heaven, be extant in him or no: As for the way of the wicked, although for the preſent it ſeemeth ſmooth and levelled, yet it ends in hell and utter darkneſſe at the laſt: and notwithſtanding, by [Page] reaſon the entrance to it ſeems ſo commodious and delightſome, there are ſo many flock unto it to their perditions, as our own eyes may te­ſtifie that true ſaying of our Saviour Chriſt, Lata porta & ſpecioſa via eſt quae ducit a [...]perditionem, &c. that the gate is wide, and the way ſpacious which leads to perdition; and many (too many alas) are thoſe who enter by it. It is reported by divers credible Au­thors, that a certaine holy Anchoret beheld in a viſion ſoules falling as thick into hell as flocks of ſnow, or drops of raine, inſomuch as the dam­ned all amazed at their multitude, not without good reaſon imagined the world to be at an end, as thinking it impoſſible, conſidering their num­ber who deſcended into hell, that a­ny more perſons ſhauld be left alive.
St. Vincent Ferrerius of St. Domi­nicks order, that mirrour of preachers, and religious men, did once in a pub­like ſermon diſcourſe with great ef­ficacy of the ſcarcity of the predeſti­nate, and confirmed it with a Won­derfull example; whoſe words in re­verence of ſo great a perſon I will be as exact in reporting, as the difference of language will give me leave. Be­fore our Saviours comming into the [Page] world (ſays he) in humane fleſh,S. Vinc. D [...] ­min. Septu­ag. ſerm. 6. poſt initium. more than five thouſand yeares were alrea­dy paſt, and except ſome of few of the children of Iſrael, all the reſt of the world was damned. Imagine with your ſelfe beſides, in the time of the Law of Moſes how many Children have dyed without Circumciſion; as alſo in the time of the Law of Chriſt how many without Baptiſme; of all which number likewiſe not one is ſa­ved. Moreover how many Jewes, Sa­razens, Pagans, and Jnfidels, how many wicked Chriſtians (for faith and Baptiſme cannot ſave a man un­leſſe they be accompanyed with good life) and how many other Chriſtians are there beſides, who although they have faith, are yet proud, avaricious, of lewd life, and given to many other vices, &c. And here note the example of the Arch-deacon of Lions, who ha­ving reſigned his Benefice undertook a courſe of auſtere pennance for for­ty yeares together in the wilderneſſe. This holy man after his death appea­red to the Biſhop of Lyons, who deſi­ring of him to diſcover ſomewhat un­to him of the other world: the Saint anſwered, that thirty thouſand in the world had dyed the ſame day with him, wherof only 5. were ſaved, him­ſelfe, [Page] and St. Bernard being two of them. This is the reaſon why our Sa­viour adviſes us with ſo much ſolici­tude to e [...]ter by the narrow gate: Jn­trate per a guſtam portam. This nar­row gate of paradiſe is the wil of God to which every one muſt conforme himſelfe who deſires to enter into pa­radiſe. The broad gate is our owne will, and the ſpatious way is worldly converſation; as to eate and drink our fill, to follow our luſtfull appetites, take our pleaſure, revenge our ſelves of thoſe who have injured us, and the like: So as pauci ſunt electi, but a few are ſaved: To which exhortation of St. Vincent, we will add another ex­ample recounted by an approved Author.
A famous Preacher in Germany, named Bertold of Saint Francis Or­der, inveighing once in a great audi­ence with much vehemency of ſpeech againſt a certaine vice, a woman there preſent, conſcious of her owne guil­tineſſe therein, conceived ſo great a terrour at his words, that on the ſud­dain in the midſt of ſo great a throng ſhe fell downe for dead: But after­wards being reſtored to life again, by the joynt mediation of the peoples prayes, ſhe declared unto them, how [Page] ſhe had bin preſented before the judg­ment ſeat of Almighty God; a [...]d a­mong many other particulars, how of 60000. of all nation, aſwell Chriſti­ans as infidels, who by divers ſorts of death had departed this life at the ſame inſtant with her onely 3. ſoules of ſo huge a multitude entred heaven, and al the reſt damned to eternal fire. O how true is it, that many enter in­deed by the large and ſpatious way of perdition! St. Chryſoſtome grounding himſelfe on the ſence of theſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, doth confident­ly affirm; that the number is far grea­ter of thoſe who goe to hell, but yet the kingdome of God, though it hath fewer inhabitants is more capacious: Multi ſunt plures ghennam ingredientes, Tom. 9. hom. 14. ſed maius eſt Dei regnum licet habeat pau­cos. And tel me, ſaith he, how many think you of thoſe, who live in this ci­ty ſhal be ſaved? I know that which I ſhal ſay wil  [...]ffend your eares, but not­withſtanding I wil utter it: Of ſo ma­ny thouſand, ſca [...]cely one hundred; & I doubt me whether I have not been too large in my account: For alas how much malice is there now a dayes in the younger ſort, in the elder how much negligence, &c This was the diſcourſe of that moſt prudent and [Page] ſaintly man, that Doctour of the Church, and light of the world St. Chryſoſtome, in that mighty and po­pulous City of Antioch, and that too in ſuch a time, when the fervour was not yet extinguiſhed of the Primitive Church and who then ſhal wonder if S Paul with ſo much ſolicitude doth admoniſh us to worke our ſalvation with feare and trembling,Ad Phil. 2. cum metu & tremore v ſtram ſalutem operamini; and our Saviout Chriſt in ſuch ex­preſse tearmes exhorts us to endevour to enter by the narrow gate. Luke 13. Truth cryes out unto us, ſtrive to labour and endevour with all your forces to enter into this gate by works worthy of re­pentance, into which we cannot bee admitted without much induſtry, and a reſolution to overcome all difficul­ties whatſoever; and thoſe who falter and go lingring on, may never hope to arrive unto it For unleſs the minds intention be fervent indeed, ſaith St. Bede, and a man forcibly overcome himſelfe, he wil eaſily recoyle, and be wholly unable to perſev [...]r in ſo nar­row a paſsage: ſo great is the effuſion of the unruly appe [...]ites of his fleſh, to ſay nothing of the tentations, and perſecutions which the world, and the devill procure thoſe who endevour to [Page] enter by this narrow way. And even as a water-man who rowes againſt the ſtreame muſt adde ſo much the more force unto his Oare, ſo thoſe who ſteere on their ſoules towards heaven, in ſpight of the practiſes of the enemy, muſt enforce themſelves with all the vertue they have to o­vercome the violence they find with greater violence, for feare their ſoules ſhould be carryed away by force of the ſtreame like boats into irrecove­  [...]able errour: Evigilate itaque juſti, 1 Cor. 15. [...] & nolite peccare, Wherefore all you that are juſt be watchfull, and do not ſin: neither is any to bee accounted watchful, but ſuch as in al places, at al times ſo lead their lives, as if each day were the l [...]ſt they ſhould ever ſee, and have ſo wary an eye over their conſci­ence in all thoughts and works, as if they were inſt [...]ntly to dye. Let us therefore doe that whilſt we may, which (otherwiſe) when we may no longer, we ſhall wiſh to have done; Quae ſeminaverit homo haec & metet, a man ſhall reap, onely that which he hath ſowne, and ſo he who ſowes in his fleſh doth reap corruption from his fleſh againe;Gal. 6. whereas hee who ſowes in ſpirit, doth reap from his ſpirit an eternall life,
FINIS.
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