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A TREATISE Concerning Election & Reprobation, &c.
[Page]
COncerning thoſe two great Points, viz. Election and Reprobation, for the confuſion of that abominable Principle, viz. That God hath Re­probated ſome men from all Eternity, and therefore it is that they cannot be otherwiſe: And the ſatisfaction of all ſuch as deſire to know the Truth, as it is Jeſus, this I have to ſay from the Lord, and as moved of him, and in his fear do I write.
The Lord made not Man to deſtory him, neither hath he concluded any man from all Eternity to Deſtruction; That were to think moſt abominable of God, who hath no pleaſure in the death of a Sinner, but that [Page] the Wicked turn from his way and Live; and to overthrow the end of his Coming into the World, whom the Father hath ſent to redeem Man, and to bring him back again unto God, Ezek. 33. 11. Hoſ. 13. 14. Tit. 2. 14. As is the Opinion of thoſe who hold Reprobation from all Eternity; Whether they be called by the Name of Presbyters, or Calviniſts, or Fathers of the Church, or Doctors, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, or Lay Elders, or People, or Offieers, whether in England, Scotland, or Ireland, or any other parts of the World; to all ſuch I am moved of the Lord to write, even to all thoſe who­ſoever they be, or whereſoever they are, and this I have to ſay unto you from the Lord.
You are miſtaken in this whole Matter, not knowing the Lord, nor the Power of his working, who doth unto every man accor­ding to the pleaſure of his Will; and who hath reſiſted his Will? and this is his Will, yea, he hath ſworn it, that he hath no plea­ſure in the death of a ſinner, but that the Wicked turn from his way and Live: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil wayes, for why will ye die O houſe of Iſrael? So ſaid the Lord by the Prophet, Say unto them, as I live ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn [Page] from his way and live; Turn ye, turn ye from your evil wayes, for why will ye die O houſe of Iſrael? And ſaith he further, and tis to be minded what he ſaith, Therefore thou Son of Man, Say unto the children of thy People, The Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall not deliver him in the day of his Tranſgreſſion; as for the wickedneſs of the wicked, he ſhall not fall there­by in the day that he turneth from his wicked­neſs; neither ſhall the Righteous be able to live for his Righteouſneſs in the day that he ſinneth. When I ſhall ſay to the Righteous that he ſhall ſurely live; if he truſt to his own Righteouſneſs and commit iniquity, all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be remembred; but for his iniquity which he hath committed, he ſhall die for it. Again, when I ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; If he turn from his ſin and do that which is lawful and right; if the wicked re­ſtore the Pledge, give again that, that he hath robbed, walk in the ſtatutes of life, without com­mitting iniquity, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die; none of his ſins that he hath commit­ted, ſhall be mentioned unto him; he hath done that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live: Yet the children of thy people ſay, The way of the Lord is not equal; but as for them their way is not equal; When the Righ­teous turneth from his Righteouſneſs, and com­mitteth iniquity, he ſhall even die thereby; [Page] but if the wicked turn from his wickedneſs, and do that which is lawful and right, he ſhall live thereby. Yet ye ſay, The way of the Lord is not equal; O ye houſe of Iſrael, I will judge you every one after his wayes. And the ground of what the Lord ſo ſpeaketh, is in the words before, and it is the very ſame with you in this matter, which they had then to ſay a­gainſt the Lord as you have now; upon which account the Lord pleaded with them then (who ſaid, The way of the Lord is not equal) as he doth with you now; for ſo your concluſion ſpeaks (as I ſhall ſhew by and by) though you will not ſpeak ſo openly in words. Therefore (ſaith he) O thou Son of Man, ſpeak unto the houſe of Iſrael, thus ye ſpeak ſaying, If our tranſgreſſions, and our ſins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how ſhould we then live? Say unto them, As I live ſaith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked man turn from his way and live; Turn ye, turn ye from your evil wayes, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? Therefore thou Son of Man, Say unto the children of thy People, &c. as aforeſaid, Ezek. 33. 10. and ſo forwards; Read the Chapter.
Now if the Lord hath no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye [Page] from your evil wayes, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? and you ſee he hath Sworn it; and if the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall not deliver him in the day of his tranſgreſſion; and if as for the wicked­neſs of the Wicked, he ſhall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wicked­neſs; and if the Righteous ſhall not be able to live for his Righteouſneſs in the day that he ſinneth, and you ſee the Lord hath ſpoken it; and that if the Lord ſay to the Righte­ous that he ſhall ſurely live; if he truſt to his own Righteouſneſs, and commit iniqui­ty, all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be remem­bred, but for his iniquity that he hath com­mitted, he ſhall ſurely die for it; and if he ſay to the wicked thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he turn from his ſin, and do that which is lawful and right, none of the ſins that he hath committed ſhall be mentioned to him; he hath done that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live; and that the Lord will judge every one after his wayes; Then it follows that there is no ſuch thing as the Decreeing ſome men to Deſtruction, or the Reprobating of ſome from all Eternity; for if it were ſo then indeed, their tranſgreſſi­ons and their ſinnes would lie upon them, and they would pine away in them, and ſhould ſurely die; as they ſpake in that day [Page] (as aforeſaid) and that the way of the Lord was not equal; as your concluſion ſpeaks now; for if Men are decreed to deſtruction from the beginning, and if they are Re­probated from God, from all Eternity for ever; how can they chooſe but be ſo? how can they turn and live? how can they live? for then there would be a neceſſity, an Om­nipotent neceſſity (if I may ſo ſay) or a ne­ceſſity laid upon them of an Omnipotent de­cree, or the abſolute determination of an Omnipotent God upon them to the contrary, and what creature can work it off? Nay, how can God (if with Reverence as a Man I may ſo ſpeak) do otherwiſe then conclude them ſo for ever; when he hath ſo deter­min'd them, how can he reverſe it, when the word is ſo gone forth of his mouth in Righteouſneſs, unto whom every knee muſt bow, and tongue confeſs; who is a God of faithfulneſs, and truth, bleſſed are all they that wait upon him?
This, indeed, were moſt abominable to think of God, and to judge the Way of the Lord unequal, and to lay a neceſſity from the Lord upon Man to deſtruction; which let me go further and ſay, is the higheſt blaſphe­my, and the moſt groſs abuſe of God as is Immaginable. For, (if it were lawful to think (for ſtill I am in dread of the thought [Page] of this Opinion) that God ſhould ſay to Men, Turn and live, I have no pleaſure in your death; Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die? And if the wicked man turn ſo; and if the Righteous man do ſo, ſo; and yet hath ſo afore concluded them, and laid the Ne­ceſſity of his Decree and Counſel ſo upon them, that they can neither be ſo, nor ſo, and ſuch a neceſſity muſt needs be upon them, if they be ſo concluded, what a mock would it be (if it were lawful in a manner ſo to ſpeak it; and I abhor even the very thoughts thereof, otherwiſe then to expreſs what ſuch a concluſion doth ſpeak) in God to Man his Creature (who made not himſelf, who can­not make himſelf, much leſs alter the Decree of him that made him) to bid him turn, and live, and if he turn, he ſhall live; when he hath concluded him otherwiſe, and re­ſolv'd him to die by a Decree Irreverſible, by an Omnipotent neceſſity (as I have ſaid) of Death upon him; which he can never come from under.
Now know ye all who are of this Opini­on, whoſe concluſion ſo ſpeaks; The Lord hath laid, no neceſſity upon his Creature; (nor did he at firſt lay any) to turn from him who made him after his own Image; there was nothing of the Lord either of his Counſel, or Decree, or in order to the bring­ing [Page] about of his work of Salvation, or the making of his Arm glorious in the Salvation of Man; I ſay again, there was nothing of the Lord or any neceſſity as of him, in the fall of Man (no not the leaſt withdrawing of the Lord from man, then it muſt of ne­ceſſity have been, for man could not preſerve himſelf) or his turning from him; I muſt clear the Lord from this before all the World, and to all men; the Lord withdrew not that from man in which man was made, which made man, in which he was ſafe, in which he was ſecure had he abided in, had he not gone out from that; But man turned from that in which he was made, which made him, which gave him his being, in which he might have been preſerved, in which he was, where he was ſafe, and ſo went to another thing; The Lord made man upright (that in which he was made, which made him would have kept him ſo, had he abided with him, had he kept in him) but man hath found out many Inventions (ſo it was not of God, no in­fluence of his, no withdrawing of his Pow­er, no letting fall (if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf after the manner of, and unto man) of any thing that he had ſet to ſupport him) and here came mans fall, the deſtruction of Iſrael of himſelf. O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroy­ed thy ſelf, but in me is thy help, Hoſ. 13. 9.
[Page]
So then, the deſtruction of Iſrael is of him­ſelf, not of the Lord, but in the Lord is his help; and his help being in the Lord, and his deſtruction of himſelf, there is nothing of the Lord as to his deſtruction, and there being nothing of the Lord as to his deſtructi­on, then there's no influence of his either as to the bringing about of any of his Coun­ſels, or the making of his Arm more glori­ous in accompliſhing a Restauration, or the withdrawing from man his Power, or the letting that fall in which man was made, and by which he was preſerved; Or in any other thing of Determination or Decree, which of neceſſity muſt be, if from all Eter­nity he hath Reprobated ſome, and ſo ſeal­ed them under a condition, or ſtate  [...]f de­ſtruction, never to be redeem'd, never to be delivered. The Lord then would ſeem to be a very hard Maſter to enjoyn a man to things which without him he was not able to do, and yet to withdraw his Power by which he muſt be enabled to do them if ever they were done by him; Yea, to reſolve that man ſhould never do them, and this as to that which is Eternal, as to his well being for ever and ever, to bid a man turn, and live; And yet in his Counſel to have decreed him never to return, but to be deſtroyed for ever. No, no, the Lord is no ſuch hard [Page] Maſter, he hath put no man ſo; When he ſpeaks, his heart is the ſame; When he ſwears, it is by his own Life, which is ſure and certain, and as certain and ſure it is that the thing is ſo, as it is that he hath Life by which he ſwears, who lives for ever. For men verily (ſaith the Apoſtle) ſwear by the greater, and an Oath for Confirmation is [to them] an end of all strife, wherein God wil­ling more abundantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, con­firmed it by an Oath, that by two Immutable things in which it was impoſſible for God to ly; We might have ſtrong Conſolation who have fled for refuge to the hope ſet before us, which hope we have as an Anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth into that within the Vail; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jeſus made an high Prieſt for ever, after the Order of Melcheſidec, Heb. 6. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.
Now he hath ſworn that he hath no plea­ſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and live; (as hath been ſaid) and he having ſworn it; Impoſſible it is for him to lie, it is Immutable, but poſſible it is for him to lie, and he muſt be Mutable, and Vary, (With whom there is no Variableneſs, nor ſhaddow of turning, Jam. 1. 17. For I am the Lord, I change not, there­fore [Page] ye Sons of Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. 3. 6.) If he hath concluded man to deſtru­ction from all Eternity, and then ſaith un­to them turn and live; If he hath deter­mined ſome to Reprobation, and yet ſwears he hath no pleaſure in the death of the wic­ked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and live; Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil wayes, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſ­rael, and O Iſrael thy deſtruction is of thy ſelf, but thy help is in me, with whom is no Variableneſs, nor Shaddow of turn­ing; For I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye Sons of Jaeob are not conſumed, as aforeſaid.
So, Friends, all you who are here, take heed how ye impoſe upon the Lord in things of this Nature; Or take upon ye to meddle with his Decrees, who underſtand not the Lord, nor the Counſel of his Decree whoſe way is in the Deep, and his Foot-ſteps in the Mighty waters, leaſt he daſh you to pieces; For who are you that you ſhould place ſuch a thing upon the Lord, which a­mong men is the moſt horrid, and Abomina­ble, much more as to the Lord (if one can ſay more) who is far above man, as the Hea­vens are above the Earth, whom man cannot reach; He hath given ſomething of himſelf to you, and placed it within you by which you [Page] may know him, and underſtand his counſel to you-wards, and his thoughts of old even from the beginning which have been good to you; which is that which Invites you, that which draws you, that which inclines you to God; which ſhews you evil, and is with you to reſiſt it, which watches evil, and ſhews you the very approach of it, and the ap­pearance of evil, and is near to deliver you, which judges evil and reproves it in you, and you for evil when you have joyned to it; This teſtifies for the Lord that he hath no pleaſure in your death; This is a living witneſs that he hath not con­cluded you to deſtruction from all Eternity, but that he ſeeks you, that he deſires your wel­fare, that he would not have you die, but live; and is a living teſtimony even in you, againſt this Opinion which you hold; and ſuch your concluſion as aforeſaid, who know not the Lord, nor the way of his working; who impoſe upon him, and place that on the Lord which never was in his heart, and this of him in you, as I have ſaid, that ſeeks to gather you, that makes your heart tender to God, and to fear before him, is in and to you, and all men a living witneſs; There­fore lay down ſuch your Opinions, and come to that of himſelf in you; and believe in that which ſhews you, which makes manifeſt, [Page] which reproves, that you may find his coun­ſels of good to you that have been of old, e­ven from the beginning, which ſeeks to gather you.
And if you ſay, He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth, Rom. 9. 18. And, who hath reſiſted his Will? v. 19. And ſo, Why doth he yet find fault? And even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up (ſpeaking of Pharaoh) that I might ſhew my Power in thee, and that my Name might be declared throughout all the Earth: and ſo he ſheweth mercy on whom he will ſhew mercy, and whom he will he hardneth. And, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated; and, the children being not yet born, neither having done any good, or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth; It was ſaid unto her (unto Rebecca) the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger; as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated, v. 11, 12. 13, 17, 18. And, ſo it is not of him that wil­leth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy, v. 16. and ſo, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. As he ſaid to Moſes, v. 15. and as the Scrip­ture ſaith unto Pharaoh, Even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew [Page] my Power in thee, &c. as aforeſaid.
I anſwer, The Lord hath ſhut up no man in Ʋnbelief, that he might have mercy on no man, but he hath concluded all in Ʋnbelief, that he might have mercy on all, as the Apo­ſtle ſpeaketh, Rom. 11. 32. that is to ſay, he hath concluded no man to Damnation; that he ſhould be Damned irreverſible, but he finding all men in the fall, in the ſtate of Ʋnbelief, in the ſtate of Damnation, in the ſtate of Reprobation; he concluded all men in Ʋnbelief in that ſtate. What? that he might Damn them, that they might be Reprobated for ever, that they might be deſtroyed, that they might be damned. No, but that he might have mercy on all; that is to ſay, that they might come to life, whom death was o­ver. How is that you may ſay? Why thus, the ſtate of all men in the fall, is the ſtate of Reprobation, in this ſtate there is no being, no believing in God; the ſtate is concluded in Ʋnbelief, and all that are in it, their eyes are darkned that they cannot ſee, their ears are ſtopt that they cannot hear; God hath gi­ven them the Spirit of ſlumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, Ears that they ſhould not hear unto this day (ſaith the Apoſtle of Iſrael, that abided not in the Election) Iſ­rael (ſaith he) hath not obtained that which he ſeeketh for, but the Election hath obtain­ed [Page] it, and the reſt were blinded; according (ſaith he) as it is written, God hath given them the Spirit of ſlumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear unto this day, and David ſaith, Let their Table be made a ſnare, and a trap, and a ſtumbling-block, and a recompence unto them; Let their eyes be darkned that they may not ſee, and bow down their back always, Rom. 11. 7, 8, 9, 10.
So then, the ſtate of Reprobation being a ſtate of Ʋnbelief; and the ſtate of Ʋnbelief being a ſtate of Reprobation; the Lord hath concluded all, in the ſtate of Ʋnbelief, in the state of Reprobation, that he might have mercy upon all; that is to ſay, that their Eyes being darkned in that ſtate that they may not ſee, and their Ears being ſtopt that they may not hear, and their Backs being bowed down always, that which ſhews them mercy, that opens their Eyes, and cauſeth them to ſee, which that ſtate cloſes; that un­ſtops their Ears, that boareth them, and makes them to hear; that which takes of the burden from the ſhoulder, which bowed them down, may appear to be of the Lord; for in that ſtate there's no hearing, no ſeeing, no ſtanding upright. God hath given them the Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, as aforeſaid. And David (the Seed) [Page] prayes, Let their Table be made a ſnare, and a trap, and a ſtumbling-block, and a recom­pence to them; Let their eyes be darkned that they may not ſee, and bow down their backs alwayes. So how can they ariſe, how can they hear, how can they ſee in this ſtate which the Seed hath prayed may not ſee, and that their back may be bowed down al­wayes, and whom the Lord hath given the Spirit of Slumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, ears that they ſhould not hear? Now that which gives eyes to ſee, ears to hear, that takes off the burden, that lifts up, that awakes out of the ſlumber, is another thing; the Election, the Seed, the Election which obtains, where the reſt are blinded, who continue, or are in the ſtate of Reprobation, of Ʋnbelief, though Iſrael once the choſen of the Lord: Iſrael hath not obtained that which he ſeeketh for, but the Election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. So that which gives to ſee, and to hear, that a­wakens unto God, is another thing, the E­lection which ſheweth mercy unto whom he will ſhew mercy, and whom he will he hardens; that is to ſay, Opens the eyes of thoſe whom it wills to open, and whom it wills it ſhuts; that is to ſay, Concludes in Ʋnbelief, that it may have mercy upon them; Concludes ne­ver to ſee, never to hear, never to go up­right [Page] in that ſtate, but in another, he hath concluded all in unbelief, that he may have mer­cy upon all, not that he may deſtroy all, that he may bring them to ſee the well-ſpring of Life which is near them; which hath dam'd up the Way to Life by any other way then Chriſt the Life that which witneſſes in them; who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, I am, ſaith he, and there's no other way to life! the ſtate of Reprobation, of Ʋnbelief, cannot ſhew it, it is uncapable of it, it can­not comprehend it, cannot ſee it; even the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirt of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi­ritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 3. 14. So that which gives to ſee is another thing, that which gives to receive is from another ſtate; the hearing ear, the ſeeing eye, the Lord hath made even both of them, ſaith the wiſe man, Prov. 20. 12. but he made not Reprobation, he made not unbelief, or the ſtate thereof, that is to ſay, He is not the cauſe of its being; Man  [...]an into that, man brought that. O Iſrael thou hast deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy help; the hearing ear, the ſeeing eye, the Lord hath made even both of them, and he hath cloſed the eye, and ſhut the ear of the other; that there is no ſeeing there, no hearing un­to life in that ſtate. It can never ſee God, [Page] nor hear his voice, it hath neither ſeen him nor known him; Whoſoever ſinneth, hath neither ſeen him, neither known him, 1 John 3. 6. It is in another ſtate, the ſeeing, and knowing of God. In the ſtate which is im­mortal, that never dies nor changes, which is that which witneſſes; and here's the ſee­ing, and here's the hearing, and no where elſe, it is the Word of the Lord, and this you will find in the day that he will render un­to every man according to his deeds, where­in every tongue ſhall be ſilent, and every mouth ſhall be ſtopt; and all ſhall confeſs that his judgements are juſt, and there will be no covering for man, nothing to hide him; but he ſhall be naked, and bare before him with whom he hath to do, and ſhall ſee him­ſelf ſo to be in the day wherein the books ſhall be opened; all that which witneſſed ſhall be remembred, and man ſhall be judg­ed according to what is written in the books. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God, & the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were writ­ten in the books, according to their works, Rev. 20. 12. All that which witneſſes ſpeaks is written in a book, and this book ſhall be opened, not a book of Ink and Paper, but of Conſcience, written with the Spirit of the [Page] living God, that which ſpeaks in Conſcience, and every man ſhall be judged out of that, and by that which in Conſcience witneſſes, which gives to receive the things of God, and nothing elſe.
So the Lord hath ſhut up, hath concluded the ſtate of the one in unbelief, given them the Spirit of Slumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, ears that they ſhould not hear, that he might have mercy in the other, that gives the eye to ſee, and the ear to hear; Here's the two ſeeds, here's Election and Reprobati­on; here's the ſeeing eye, and the hearing ear which God hath made even both of them; here's the eye that they ſhould not ſee, the ear that they ſhould not hear, which God hath given; here's the concluſion of all in unbelief, he hath concluded all in unbelief; here's the end of it; that he may have mercy upon all, not that he may condemn all, and ſo I have opened this Particular.
Then as to that, Even for this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, that I may ſhew my power in thee, and that my Name may be declared throughout all the earth, which is ſpoken of Pharaoh.
I anſwer, This is meant of ſtates; So is that (viz.) Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated, as it is written, and the El­der ſhall ſerve the younger, as it was ſaid un­to [Page] her (unto Rebecca) before the children were born, neither having done any good, or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth; It was ſaid unto her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, as aforeſaid. The Elder Eſau, which was first in the tran greſſion, that ſtate that was brought forth first after the fall, the ſtate of Wrath, the state of Reprobation, the ſtate of Ʋnbe­lief, in which all are concluded; And were by Nature the children of Wrath, even as o­thers, ſaith the Apostle, Epheſ. 2. 3. The firſt born Eſau have I hated, but Jacob have I loved, before the children were born, nei­ther having done any good, or evil, the El­der ſhall ſerve the Younger; that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth.
So then of him that calleth it is where the purpoſe of God as to Election ſtands, of him that witneſſes, that moves to God-ward in man; not of that which goeth another way, not of that which worketh. All the endea­vours of man from that, or that is not of that which calleth in man the Election, will not avail; the purpoſe of God is not there Eſau the Hunter, hath not the bleſſing, the firſt ſtate Proſpers not, it cannot inherit, it muſt ſerve the younger to whom the bleſſing is. Pharaoh [Page] the hard-hearted, which will not let Iſrael go, when God calleth him the Election, is ha­ted of God, is for Deſtruction, and all that are in it; the purpoſe of God is as to the Other, the Election, the Power of God is ſhewn here, and it is raiſed up for that purpoſe, even that his Name may be declared throughout the earth. Veſſels of Wrath fitted to deſtruction, all that are in it; all in whom it is, whom he hath endured with much long-ſuffering. What if God willing to ſhew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much long-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted for de­ſtruction, v. 22.
So man hath a day, and God calleth upon man to turn and live, and man heareth not ſo as to turn, and live, and the Lord endures with much long ſuffering whilſt he calls, whilſt he ſpeaks; And man's day is over, and long ſuffering is at an end, and God calls no more, and waites no longer, and the Election is withdrawn; Christ, the Seed of the Promiſe, that which calls, that which ſeeks, that which waites, that which bears, that which endures with much long ſuffering; Thoſe whom wrath fills; whom the firſt Exerciſes, the State in the Fall, in the Tranſgreſſion, the ſtate of Ʋnbelief, the ſtate of Reprobati­on, the Lord makes known his Power; God ſhews his wrath, after long-ſuffering hath an [Page] end; On the Veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtru­ction; Thoſe in whom deſtruction hath had its courſe, and will now end; Even for this cauſe have I raiſed thee up▪ that I might ſhew my Power in thee, and that my Name might be declared in all the Earth.
So God is not unrighteous; What ſhall we ſay then, is there unrighteouſneſs with God? God forbid; For he ſaith to Moſes, I will have mercy, on whom I will have mercy; and I will have compaſſion, on whom I will have compaſſi­on, as the Apoſtle ſaith in the ſame caſe, Rom. 9. 15. He found all men in the fall; He found all men in the ſtate of wrath, in the ſtate of Reprobation, in the ſtate of Ʋn­belief; He concluded all in Ʋnbelief, that he might have mercy upon all; and herein is his mercy manifeſt in that he calleth man in this ſtate who ſeeks not after God, in that he waites on Man, in that he ſeeks him who is loſt; In that there is ſomething of himſelf in man, that ſtands at the Corners of the Streets in the chief place of Con­courſe, in the openings of the Gate, and cal­leth upon him  [...]o Return, the Voice of Wiſ­dom; Now if man will not come hither, if he will not be drawn here, if he will not return, but go on in his own way, and follow after the counſel of his own heart, and not the Lords, his deſtruction is of himſelf, the [Page] Lord is clear, if he give over calling after him; If he let him alone; If he ſeek after him no more, and ſhut up his day upon him; The day of his Viſitation, the Lord is clear, and that which called upon man in man, which man would not hear, that of him in man which ſought man, and man would not return, would not be gathered will witneſs for God in the day that he will render unto every man according to his deeds.
So Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, the Children being not yet born, neither having done any good, nor evil, that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth, for this purpoſe have I raiſed thee up that I may ſhew my power in thee, and that my Name may be declared throughout all the Earth; The Veſſels of Wrath fitted for deſtruction, the Veſſels of Mercy afore prepared unto Glory, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 9. 22, 23. Are the two Seeds, the two States, and thoſe that ſtand in them according as they ſtand in them, according as they are found in them, are they determined to Life, or Death, to Salvation, or Deſtruction; to the one, that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand to the other, that he [Page] might ſhew his power in them, and that his Name may be declared throughout all the Earth, even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up; Therefore hath he mercy, on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth; Whom he will he inclines the Ear to hear that which calleth, and they are gathered into it, the Election, that the Purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of Works, but of him that cal­leth; Whom he wills, their day is ſhut up, and he calleth no more, who hath been long rejected, and theſe are hardned as was Pha­raohs, who refuſed to let Iſrael go; and the more the wonders of the Lord were ſhewn, and he called upon by Moſes to let the people go, the more he hardned his heart, till he bad Moſes ſee his face no more, for in the day that he did it he ſhould ſurely die (look to this all ye who reſiſt the Motions of the Spirit, the movings of the good Spirit of the Lord in you, that which calleth on you in you, to return, and live; And do not againſt it, but be led by it, leaſt you come to hate it; and though Wonders have been ſhewn to the Dead, that which is in the ſtate of Death in you, and lies in the Grave by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion, be reached, and it hear the Voice of the Son of God, that which calleth in you, and you know it; You come yet to re­bel [Page] againſt the Lord; and that which calleth on you be an abomination unto you. Wilt thou ſhew Wonders to the Dead, ſhall the dead ariſe and praiſe thee? Shall thy loving kind­neſs be declared in the Grave, and thy Faith­fulneſs in deſtruction? Shall thy Wonders be known in the dark? And thy Righteouſneſs in the Land of Forgetfulneſs? but unto thee have I cryed, O Lord! Pſal. 88. 10, 11, 12, 13. Then is your day like to be at an end, and your evening is at hand, when you come to hate him that reproves in the Gate; and that which calls on you muſt no more come neer you leaſt it die; Moſes, that which works the Wonders, which ſhews them to the Dead; which calls upon you, and you hear its Voice; For then your firſt born is like to be ſlain, and Iſrael ſhall come out of Egypt, that which ſuffered in you, and you made to ſerve, with an Out-ſtretched Arm, and be delivered in your deſtruction, it is the Word of the Lord. He that hath an Ear, let him hear, what it ſpeaketh. Becauſe I have cal­led, and ye refuſed; I have ſtretched out my Hand▪ and no man regarded, but ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and would none of my Reproofe; I alſo will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh, when your fear cometh as Deſolation; and your Deſtructi­on cometh as a Whirlwind; when Diſtreſs and [Page] Anguiſh cometh upon you, then ſhall they call on me (ſaith Wiſdom who cryeth without, and uttereth her Voice in the Streets, ſhe cryeth in the chief places of Concourſe, in the open­ings of the Gates, in the City ſhe uttereth her Voice, ſaying, how long ye ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity, and the Scorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate Knowledge? Turn ye at my Reproofe, be­hold I will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make known my Words unto you, then ſhall they call on me ſaith Wiſdom) But I will not anſwer; They ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me; For that they hated Know­ledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord; they would none of my Counſel, they deſpi­ſed all my Reproof; therefore ſhall they eat of their own way, and be filled with their own devices, for the turning away (ſee you here) of the Simple ſhall ſlay them, and the Proſperi­ty of Fools ſhall deſtroy them; But whoſo heark­neth unto Me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be qui­et from the fear of evil, Prov. 1. 20. to the end.
So the Veſſels of Wrath, and the Veſſels of Mercy are hear; Thoſe who ſtand in the one,  [...] are found in the other, which is the Election and Reprobation, according to the purpoſe of him that calleth; And even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up; [Page] Both his purpoſe, they who are found in ei­ther, his purpoſe is according to the state of either, in which they are found, Veſſels of Wrath, Veſſels of Mercy. What if God be willing to ſhew his Wrath, and to make his Power known, endured with much long-ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to destruction (he doth not ſay ordained to deſtruction and all Eternity, but fitted to deſtruction, which Ini­quity doth, and deſtruction is the end when it hath finiſhed its courſe, ſin when it is finiſh­ed brings for Death, Jam. 1. 15. Deſtruction is the end when Iniquity finiſhes its courſe) and that he might make known the riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy which he had afore prepared unto Glory? Even us whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but alſo of Gentiles, Rom. 9. 22, 23, 24.
So fitted for deſtruction, veſſels of wrath, iniquity fits to deſtruction (as I have ſaid) the creature in that state, the ſtate of the fall, the ſtate of Reprobation, veſſels of Wrath fitted to deſtruction; on whom he will he makes his power known, after he hath en­dured with much long-ſuffering (ſee you here) after he hath waited, after he hath called, after he hath ſought, after he hath endured with much long-ſuffering, and man will not hear, man will not turn; If he turn not, he will whet his ſword, he hath bent his [Page] bow, and made it ready: he hath alſo prepared for him the Inſtruments of death; he ordaineth his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors, Pſal. 7. 12, 13. God is willing, what if God willing to ſhew his Wrath, to make his Power known (even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I may ſhew my Power in thee) endured with much long-ſuffering the Veſ­ſels of Wrath (whom Reprobation, Iniquity, Ʋnbelief, hath filled up, whom it hath con­tained, in whom it hath long lodg'd, who would not be emptied, would not have it caſt out, on which the wrath of God abides, Veſſels of Wrath) fitted to deſtruction, made ready for that purpoſe by Iniquity; Iniquity fits to deſtruction, that's all the profit of it (if ſo be it may be called ſo) to fit to deſtru­ction, for God to ſhew his wrath, to make known his power upon, after he hath en­dured with much long-ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath. (And the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore prepared unto Glory; Here's both (as I have ſaid) Veſſels of Wrath, Veſſels of Mercy: Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to deſtruction; Veſſels of Mercy, afore, prepa­red unto Glory; That which receives, that which calls, which ſhews mercy; I will ſhew mercy, on whom I will ſhew mercy; That the Purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand, not of Works, but of him that [Page] calleth, Veſſels of Mercy, they receive mercy, contain mercy, retain that which calleth, the Purpoſe of God according to Election; Even as they did not like to [Retain] God in their Knowledge, God gave them over to a Repre­bate mind, to do thoſe things which are not convenient: being filled with all unrighteouſneſs, &c, Rom. 1. 28, 29. I will ſhew mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy, afore prepared unto Glory. Mercy that which calleth, the Pur­poſe of God according to Election, not of Works, but of him that calleth, prepares unto Glory where it is received (that which calleth) Mercy afore prepared unto Glory; As Iniquity that which hardens the heart, ſhuts the ear, maketh to refuſe mercy, not to retain that which calleth, the Purpoſe of God according to Election, fits to deſtruction; Veſſels of Wrath fitted to deſtruction; Veſſels of Mercy afore prepared unto Glory. What if God be willing to ſhew his wrath, and to make his Power known? And that he might make known the Riches of his Glory.
So God is not Ʋnrighteous, he made not man to deſtroy him; Neither hath he con­cluded any man from all Eternity to deſtru­ction; But he made man Upright, and after his own Image, and therein man was kept as he kept therein; but man turning from that in which he was made, to another thing, [Page] Death came over all, becauſe all (in Adam) had ſinned; and in the ſtate of Death every man ſtood, and was concluded, becauſe in Adam every man had ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of God. Now in this ſtate (as I have ſaid) the Lord finding every man, his compaſſion wrought to man, and his bowels earned towards him, whom he had made in his Image, which now man had loſt, and was fallen from, and Death was come over; there­fore as he concluded all in this ſtate, becauſe all had ſinned and come ſhort of his glory; ſo he had mercy upon all, he concluded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all; and this is his mercy that there is ſome­thing of himſelf in man, which ſhews him where he is, and what he doth (as he hear­kens to it, believes in it, and obeys it) and his enemy, and ſin, and tranſgreſſion, by rea­ſon of which death came over, and judges it, and calls upon man to return to the Lord, that he may be redeemed from Death, and ranſomed from the power of the Grave, and ſee Life. Now this is mercy, and the Lord might have choſen whether he would have done this to his creature whom he made up­right, but had turned from him, for he was not bound to his Creature, and have let him remain in that ſtate for ever: Nevertheleſs herein the love of God was made manifeſt to [Page] Man, that he gave him ſomething of him­ſelf that had never ſinned, nor conſented to ſin, and placed it in him, to call upon him to turn unto the Lord; and that whileſt we were yet ſinners (ſaith the Apoſtle) Chriſt di­ed for the Ʋngodly; and herein the greatneſs of his love is ſhewn, that he continues this in man, which waits upon man, and calls upon him, and ſeeks him, and entreats him to turn unto the Lord. Now man reſiſting this, and diſobeying this, and not believing in this, which ſuffers, which bears, which waits, which ſeeks, and the day of his viſi­tation, this ſuffering, this waiting, this ſeeking, this bearing coming to an end; Man comes to be unredeemed to God, to be a veſſel of wrath, a veſſel of diſhonour fitted to deſtruction, and ſo his deſtruction is of himſelf; but man coming to heed this, to retain this that calleth, to believe in it, to be guided by it, he comes to be redeemed unto God out of the hands of him, who had him in captivity, to be a veſſel of mercy, a veſſel of honour prepared unto Glory, and ſo his help is in God.
So, he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth? Nay, but O man, who art thou that replyeſt a­gainſt God? Shall the thing formed, ſay unto him that formed it, why haſt thou made me [Page] thus? Hath not the Potter power over the Clay of the ſame lump, to make one veſſel unto Ho­nour, and another unto Diſhonour? Man can­not plead with God in this caſe, for (as I have ſaid) he is not bound unto his Crea­ture, he might make it as he pleaſed; even of the ſame lump, one veſſel to Honour, another to Diſhonour; he hath power over man, as the Potter hath over the Clay; ſo man may not plead, man may not reaſon with God in this Particular, ſtood the Caſe only here, had he been made ſo at firſt, the Lord would have been clear, and who durſt to have opened his mouth, ſeeing the Lord had power over man to have made him as he pleaſed; But the Caſe ſtands not here, it lies further; the Lord made not man ſo, he did not ſo forme him, nor with an intent that he ſhould be ſo did the Lord make Man; but he formed him a veſſel of Honour, He planted him a noble Vine, wholy a right Seed: He made of one blood all Nations of men for to dwell on the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their Ha­bitation, that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if happily they might feel after him, though he be not far from any of us, for in him we live, and move, and have our being, as certain of your own Poets have ſaid; for we are his off­ſpring, ſaid the Apoſtle to the Athenians, [Page] Acts 17. 26, 27, 28. Jer. 2. 21. He made him upright, after the Image of God made he man, but man (as I have ſaid) found out many Inventions, and having turned aſide, and proved the degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine; even a veſſel o [...] Diſhonour, bearing the image of the Devil, who was made after the Image of God; It was the loving kindneſs of God to viſit man again, and to call upon him to turn unto him, to place ſomething of him-thing of himſelf in him to call upon him; to ſhew him where he is, and what he hath been doing, and to turn unto the Lord. Now he that will not hear this Prophet, which the Lord hath raiſed up like unto me (ſaid Moſes, who gave the Law without, which was the Simi­litude of the Law within, Chriſt Jeſus, the fear in the Inward parts, that which calls, that which makes manifeſt, that which re­proves, that which judges, that which makes the heart tender to God, and to fear before him) ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people, Acts 3. 22, 23. For, if the word ſpoken by the Angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſ­ſion and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of reward; How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him, Hebrews 2. 2, 3.
[Page]
So he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, he viſiteth whom he will, and he waits on whom he will, and he calls on whom he will; and he ſuffers as he will, and as long, and whileſt he will; and whom he will he hardens; he ſuffers iniquity to go o­ver, which the more it turns from God, the more it hardens man againſt him, on whom he calls long, and they will not turn unto the Lord; and ſo the more he calls, the more they turn from him, and the more they turn from him, the more they are hardned againſt him, and the movings of his Spirit; and the more they are hardned againſt him, and the mov­ings of his Spirit, the leſs his Spirit ſtrives with them, and therefore it is ſaid, O Lord! why hast thou made us to erre from thy wayes, and heardned our hearts from thy fear? Re­turn for thy Servants ſake, the Tribes of thy Inheritance, Iſa. 63. 17. The Lord was with­drawn, that of him ceaſed to call, which they had tranſgreſſed againſt; they grew cold to the Lord whilſt that ſtrove not with them, that made their hearts tender to him; they began to grow hard as that turned from them that turn'd them to him; they began to go aſtray, as that removed which led them to him. O Lord! why haſt thou made us to erre from thy wayes, and hardned our hearts from thy fear? Return (here was the matter, the [Page] Lord was withdrawn, the Lord was removed, that of him turn'd from them as they had turned from it, that was the cauſe, and of this they grew ſenſible; Return  [...]ay they) for thy Servants ſake, the Tribes of thy Inheri­tance.
So, whom he will he hardens, as they withdraw from that of him which calls on them to turn to him, he withdraws that in them of him, which turns unto him, as they let not in that of him in them that calls upon them to turn unto the Lord, which makes them tender, they grow hard. So Pharaoh, the more he withſtood Moſes that called up­on him to let Iſrael go, the more hard Phara­oh was, and even for the ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I may ſhew my power in thee, and that my Name may be declared throughout all the earth.
So when the Lord calls, and man will not hear; when he ſtretcheth out his arms long, and man will not come when he ſtrives, and yet man will not be gathered, who is turn­ed from God. It's juſt with God to with­draw from man, to turn that of him that turns man to God, from man, to withdraw that which ſought to gather him, to remove that which was near to him which ſtrove with him to bring him back again to God, and ſo to let him erre from his wayes, and [Page] to hearden his heart from his fear; Which in a ſence may be called, a making man err from his wayes, and a hardning of his heart from his fear, becauſe that's with­drawn from man; that's removed that led man in his wayes, and cauſed man to fear before him; Man ſtill turning from that which would have turned him to God, and withdrawing from that which would have made his heart tender to him. And ſo I have done with this Particular.
Laſtly, And to that, why doth he yet find fault? For who hath reſisted his will?
I anſwer, That is ſpoken as to the Omni­potent Power of God, by which he is able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf, which makes the Devils tremble, though they love him not, and to obey him, though they fear not before him; But there is a difference between the conſideration of this Omnipotent Pow­er of God, which can make every thing bow as he pleaſes▪ and that Power which he hath placed in man (which yet is Omnipotent too) to bring him to God. For, in the One, the Lord deals as a Dread Soveraign, who at his beck lays all things at his ſee; In the Other, as a Father, as a Redeemer, as a Woer, as an Intreater, as a Beſeecher, for man to be reconciled to God. Now as to this Latter, it is the Goſpel of Reconcilia­tion, [Page] the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, is that which he ſends forth to turn man unto God. God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them, and hath committed unto us the Mini­ſtry of Reconciliation; And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given unto us the Mini­ſtry of Reconciliation. And, now then we are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us; We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God; For he hath made him to be ſin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20, 21.
As to the other, it is the Miniſtry of Wrath, or of Condemnation. The Savour of Death unto Death, and of Life unto Life; For we are unto God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and to them that periſh; To the one, we are the ſavour of death unto death, and to the other, the ſavour of life unto life, 2 Cor. 2. 15. 16. And, To YOƲ that are troubled rest with Ʋs, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his migh­ty Angels in flaming fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction; From the preſence of the Lord, and the Glory of his [Page] Power, when he ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (becauſe our Testymony among you was believed) in that day, 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8, 9, 10.
So, here's the difference; The Miniſtry of Reconciliation, is the Power of God; Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, that beſeeches, that prays, that that woes, that intreats man to be reconci­led to God; who hath made him ſin for us, who knew no ſin (and ſo the burden of ſin is upon him, and the ſuffering, who takes it on him, and bears, and ſuffers the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us all to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18.) that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him; And this is Gentle, it works with the underſtanding of man, it opens the understanding of man, the Eyes of his underſtanding. The Eyes of your underſtanding being enlightned, that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints, and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power to us-ward, who believe accord­ing to the working of his mighty Power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the Heavenly places, far above all Principali­ties, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in this [Page] World, but alſo in that which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet; and gave him to be the head over all things to the Church; which is his Body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, Epheſ. 1. 18. to the end. And this is that which waits on man to reconcile him to God, and bears the ſins; So that thoſe who receive him, in whom God is reconciling the World unto himſelf, he imputeth not their treſpaſſes unto them, ſo makes him ſin, who knew no ſin; He bears it, he ſuffers it, the juſt for the unjuſt; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, that he might bring us all to God; And this is his Will, and this is re­ſiſted, Ye have condemned and kiled the juſt, and he doth not reſiſt you, Jam. 5. 6. this is gain ſayed. They periſhed in the gainſaying of Core, Jud. 11. This is evil intreated, and ſcoffed, There ſhall come in the last day ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts, and ſay­ing, where is the promiſe of his coming 2 Pet. 3. 4, 5. And. the remnant took his ſervants, and intreated them ſpitefully, and ſlew them; Thoſe whom the King ſent to invite to the Wedding, Mat. 22. 6. This is mocked and ſpit upon, ſtruck and blindfolded, crowned with Thornes, and ſcourged, this is put to death, when it hath cried out, My God, my God, why haſt uhou forſaken me, Mat. 27. 28, [Page] 29, 30, 31. For the ſame that was done with­out to him, in that day; is done to the mea­ſure of him within, in this; who is the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. Whoſe witneſſes John ſaw ſhould pro­pheſie a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore dayes, cloathed in ſack-cloath, Rev. 11. 3. Againſt whom, when they ſhall have finiſh­ed their teſtimony, John ſaw alſo that the beaſt that aſcended out of the bottomleſs pit, ſhould make war againſt them, and ſhould overcome them, and kill them, and that their dead bodies ſhould lie in the ſtreets of the great City, which ſpiritually is called Sodom, where alſo our Lord was crucified; and that they of the People, and Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations, ſhould ſee their dead bodies three dayes and a half, and ſhould not ſuf­fer their dead bodies to be put in Graves, and that they that dwell on the Earth, ſhould rejoyce over them, and ſhould make merry, and ſend gifts one to another, becauſe theſe two Prophets tormented them that dwelt upon the Earth, Rev. 11. 7, 8, 9, 10. And, as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep be­fore her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he was brought, ſo he openeth not his mouth, ſaith Iſaiah of him, he was Oppreſſed, and he was Afflicted (read this every one in his own particular, who afflict the juſt in you, and cauſe it to ſuf­fer, [Page] to be preſſed under you as a Cart is preſſed that is full of ſheaves; And ſo cauſe the Lord to cry. Ah! I will eaſe me▪ of mine enemies, and avenge of mine adverſaries, Iſa. 1. 24. Amos 2. 13. 5. 12.) Yet he opened not his mouth (read this ye that make hight of that which witneſſes in you, which ye cauſe to ſuffer, which reſiſts you not, which open­eth not its mouth) which as a Lamb is in you: when it is brought to the ſlaughter, when you ſuffer the unjuſt to ſlay and murder it, that which moves in you unto God, and againſt evil, and waites to bring you unto God; You little think what you are a doing, and whom you ſuffer to be put to death (ſo far as the motion of that comes to be extin­guiſhed, and ſo may be ſaid to be ſlain) even the Lord of Glory. Whom none of the Princes of this World knew, for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory, that which witneſſed in them unto God; there they ſlew him firſt; behold the Kingdom of God is within you (ſaid he to the Phariſees, who de­manded of him when the Kingdom of God ſhould come, they looked for it without, and a King and a Kingdom without, but he an­ſwered them and ſaid, The Kingdom of God cometh not with Obſervation; neither ſhall they ſay, loe here, or loe there▪ for behold the Kingdom of God is within you, as Luke ſa [...]es, [Page] Chap. 17. v. 20, 21.) and then put him to death without, that which ſlays the witneſs within, will kill him that bears it withort, as it hath opportunity; Cain ſlew his bro­ther in his heart, and then with his hand; he that oppreſſes it within, will oppreſs that which teſtifies to it without; he that afflicts it within, will afflict it without. Firſt, the thing in themſelves, then the ſame in another, for that which ſlayes in the particular, car­ries forth that particular to ſlay as it can the ſame in all others; the murderer is on top whoſe itch is at all thoſe in whom the ſame Spirit lives, which he hath ſlain in the par­ticular; And here all Perſecutors may ſee their face, and what is in them, and how 'tis with them, and what it is that makes them cauſe the just to ſuffer, even that which hath ſlain the juſt in their particulars, and what it is that they ſlay, and is ſlain, that they perſecute and is perſecuted, but the Lord of Glory; even them that bear it, in whom it lives unto God and brings forth fruit to him, what ever they may think even in them­ſelves and others, as Saul did; Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me, and he ſaid, who art thou Lord? And the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt, it is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks, Acts 9. 4, 5. Whom none of the Princes of this World knew (whom [Page] Saul knew not) for had they known it (had Saul known it, and after he knew it he did it not) after the light had ſhone about him, and he was ſtruck down; and he heard the voice, that which called, the voice behind him, when he turned to the right hand, and to the left, when he perſecuted, for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. Tis that which ſuffers in the fleſh, that is meek, and lowly; that ſeeks to bring unto God. Rejoyce greatly O Daughter of Sion, ſhout O Daughter of Jeruſalem. Behold thy King cometh unto thee, he is just, and having Salvation, lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt the Foal of an Aſs, Zach. 9. 9. Learn of me for I am meek and lowly, Mat. 11. 29. So take heed of this all ye that perſecute the juſt in your ſelves, or o­thers, and cauſe it to ſuffer, for it will not reſiſt you, you may reſiſt his will in this Par­ticular, in ſuch a ſence as this, that which is meek and lowly in you, that ſpeaks in you, and ſeeks to bring you to God.
But as to the other, which is not in the long-ſuffering, in the waiting, which rules over all in Heaven and earth, which doth whatſoever he will in Heaven and in earth; and who ſhall ſay unto him, what doſt thou? who is Lord of all, who made the Heavens and the earth, and all that is therein; that [Page] holdeth the waters of the deep in his fiſt, and comprehendeth the dust of the earth in a meaſure; the Lord of Hoſts is his Name, who removeth the mountains, and they know not who overturneth them in his anger; who ſhaketh the earth out of her place, and the Pillars thereof tremble; who commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and ſealeth up the Stars, who alone ſpreadeth out the Heavens, and treadeth upon the Waves of the Sea; who maketh Oriturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the Chambers of the South; who doth great things, yea, and paſt find­ing out; who hath meaſured the Waters in the hollow of his hand, and meeted out Hea­ven with the Span, and comprehended the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a ballance; who hath directed his Spirit, or being, his Counſellor hath taught him? With whom took he Counſel, and who In­ſtructed him, and taught him in the Path of Judgement, and taught him Knowledge, and ſhewed to him the way of Underſtanding? Behold the Nations are as the drop of a buck­et, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the ballance: behold he taketh up the Iſles as a very little thing, and Lebanon is not ſuffici­ent to burn, nor the beaſts thereof ſuffici­ent fort a burnt-offering. All Nations be­fore [Page] him are as nothing, and they are coun­ted to him leſs then nothing and vanity. He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength, who hath hardned his heart againſt him and pro­ſpered? Who hath reſiſted his Will? for he formeth the breath of man, and ſheweth man his thoughts; he bringeth Summer and Winter, and Seed time, and Harveſt, and Createth the Graſs of the Field; He maketh Night and Day, and withdraweth the Wind into his Cloyſters; He ſpreadeth forth the light of the morning as a ſheet, and cauſeth darkneſs to cover the face of the earth. He is Great in Wiſdom, Wonderful in Counſel, his Way is paſt finding out: No man went after him, nor ſhall any man come to him in the knowledge of this his underſtanding which is unſearchable.
So here all men muſt be at a ſtop, there's no finding of him out; there's no reſiſting of him, who beats the mountains like duſt, and rends the Rocks to pieces; all men muſt bow before him, and the moſt up right among men make their ſupplication to their Judge; for he breaketh and, and carrieth away, and there is no reſiſting of him who hath reſiſted his Will?
And yet in his dealings with man, in his long-ſuffering to man, in his ſeeking man who is loſt, in his gathering man who is ſca­tered; he is far otherwiſe, he woes, intreats, [Page] prayes, beſeeches (as I have ſaid) he waits to be gracious: The Goſpel the Power of God, Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God that ſeeketh man, that calleth man is (as I have ſaid) the Goſpel of Reconciliation; His Miniſters are the Mini­ſters of Reconciliation. God was in Chriſt Reconciling the world unto himſelf (not ren­ding from himſelf) and hath committed to us the Miniſtry of Reconciliation. Now then we are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you; We pray you in Chriſt ſtead be reconciled unto God, as aforeſaid. And here's the Will, and here's the Power, and here's that which can be reſiſted; and this is that which man reſiſteth, which waiteth upon man, which ſeeketh man; and here the Lord, and his Will, and his Power is to be un­derſtood, and no otherwiſe.
So all are to be ſilent, and every mouth is to be ſtop't before the Lord; for who can complain of him, who hath placed ſomething of himſelf in man, Chriſt Jeſus, the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, a meaſure of him in every man, to gather him to the Lord, and to bring him again to him who is gone from him, which is that which witneſſes, which ſhews, which judges, which reproves, which makes manifeſt; and this waits on man after that man hath turned from him; [Page] the Seed of the woman, which he promiſed man after he was fallen, ſhould bruiſe the Ser­pents Head, which bruiſes the Serpents head in all who are gathered to it, believe in it, and are guided by it. Now they who are gathered unto this receive mercy, become veſſels of Honour fit for the Masters uſe; veſ­ſels of mercy afore prepared unto Glory, from him who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and compaſſion on whom he will have compaſſion, as he ſaid to Moſes, who hath concluded all in unbelief that he might have mercy upon all, and holds forth this unto all, and hath placed this in all. For as in Adam all die, ſo [in] Christ all are made alive; the Plaiſter is as broad as the Sore, the Medicine as comprehenſive as the Diſeaſe; Thoſe who are not gathered to it, reject the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, as it was ſaid of the Phariſees, and Lawyers who came not to the Baptiſm of John, being not baptized of him, Luk. 7 30. and ſo become veſſels of diſhonor, veſſels in whom there is no pleaſure, unfit for the Maſters uſe by reaſon of ſin, and that which defiles, which he can have no fellow­ſhip with, nor can it come near him, veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction.
And ſo all men are left without excuſe, and will be found ſo in the day of the Lord, wherein he will render unto every man ac­cording [Page] to his Deeds; for this of him which he hath placed in every man, which calls upon every man, which ſeeks every man, that in every man which witneſſes doth it, which reproves, which judges, which ſhews man what he ſhould do, which makes mani­feſt, will then witneſs for God in every man, and how the Lord hath ſought every man, and waited for him, and all its ſufferings, and being rejected, and its ſighings, and oppreſ­ſions, and afflictions, and heavy loadings, and groanings, whilſt the long-ſuffering of God waited, will it bring up freſh in man, which ſhall judge man, and leave him without ex­cuſe.
You will not be able then to battail it a­gainſt the Lord; your reaſonings will be ſtopt; your great Arguments will be at an end; No trifling it then as now, wherein man is bold by reaſon of the Instigation of the Devil, and the Ignorance that is in him, and reaſons with the Lord, as if he were ſtronger then the Lord; as if the Lord needed man, as if he alwayes would wait on man. No, no, be­fore your Judge you will be ſilent, and you ſhall confeſs to the Lord, that his judgement is juſt.
So, Friends, ye all who are here; heed whilſt ye have time, take heed of pleading with your Maker, and reaſoning it out with [Page] him, Hath not the Potter power over the Clay, of the ſame lump, to make one veſſel to honour, and another to diſhonour? and yet he made not you ſo, nor no man ſo, he made all Nations on the earth of one blood, and ap­pointed the bounds of their habitations, if happily they might ſeek after God; So he hath concluded no Nation under reprobation, from all eternity; He Created man after his own Image; In the Image of God created he them, Male and Female, and ſo he made none to Diſhonour, none to Reprobation; He might have made man otherwiſe, and who could have ſaid to him, what doſt thou? for he hath Power, as the Potter over the Clay, and yet when he hath made no man ſo; why doth man complain, for who hath reſiſted his Will? why doth he find fault? It is ſufficient, and riches of mercy, that he hath had compaſſion on man, and viſited him again with the day ſpring from on high, who ſat in darkneſs, and in the Region of the ſhadow of death; which is the light which ſhews him whatſoe­ver he doth; Is not this the Chriſt? if Man will not be gathered to this if he will neglect ſo great Salvation; if he will trifle out his precious time, and do deſpight unto the Spi­rit of Truth, and trample under foot, the blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, and reject mercy, and loving kindneſs, and that which [Page] waits upon him, and hath compaſſion on him, and his day have an end; and ſo he be hardned, and that which called withdraws, and that which ſtrove ceaſes, and ſo he errs from his wayes, and his heart is hardned from his fear, and the Lord ſhew his Power in him; that which he refuſed, and did re­ject, which is the Power of God unto Salva­tion, and declare his Name throughout all the earth in his deſtruction; Man hath no­thing then to reaſon with the Lord, and all men will find it ſo, it is the Word of the Lord.
And whereas the Apostle ſaith, What if God willing to ſhew his wrath, and to make his Power known, endured with much long-ſuf­fering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtructi­on, that he might make known the riches of his Glory, on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore prepared unto Glory? He doth but put the Question. If he were willing to do ſo, and if he had done ſo; what, hath man to do to complain. Nay, but O man! who art thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall the thing formed, ſay unto him that formed it, why haſt thou made me thus? If the matter were only there, it ſtood well againſt man, but the Lord hath done otherwiſe, (as I have ſhewed) he made man otherwiſe; and the Lord hath otherwiſe done by man ſince he [Page] marr'd himſelf, as hath been declared, ſo the Lord is true, and every man (here) a liar, Rom. 3. 4. and his mouth muſt be ſtopt, and he muſt make ſupplication to his Judge, whom though I were righteous (ſaith Job) yet would I not anſwer, but I would make ſuppli­cation to my Judge, Job. 9. 15. And this be­comes man, and not to argue it with the Lord, and to wrangle with him; as if God were unrighteous, as if his Ways were not equal; Who meaſures the Lord? by his ſhallow underſtanding, who cannot be ſearched out. O the depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom, and the Knowledge of God, how unſearchable are his Judgements and his Wayes, paſt finding out; for who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been his Counſellor? Or, who hath firſt given unto him, and it ſhall be given unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him are all things, to whom be Glory for ever, Amen. Rom. 9. 33, 34, 35. 36.
So, every man's mouth here muſt be ſtopt, and before his Judge he muſt be ſilent (as I have ſaid) and not lay unrighteouſneſs on God, or charge him that his Wayes are not equal; For man himſelf ſhall conclude it otherwiſe, in the day wherein the Lord will render unto him according to his deeds; and therefore it is in vain to ſtand it out [Page] with the Lord. It is but the artifice of the Enemy, that works this in you, he knows you will otherwiſe ſay when it is too late therefore be not deceived by him, leaſt when 'tis too late you blame your folly. Moved of the Lord I am to write this to you in bowels of love, that you may ſee your ſtate, and how this matter ſtands, and that ye may be delivered.
And if ye yet ſay; The Children being not yet born, neither having yet done any good, or evil; that the Purpoſe of God according to Electi­on might ſtand, not of Works, but of him that calleth; It was ſaid unto her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, as it is written; Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated.
I anſwer, as I did before, this is ſpoken of the two Seeds, the Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent, of which theſe two were Figures, in which as the Knowledge of the Lord foreſaw they would be, ſo he loved, ſo he hated; For he loveth, and hateth no man, but as they are in theſe; and it was after the fall that this was ſpoken; both the promiſe that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head; and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger. Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated. For before there is nothing ſpoken of this, for all ſtood well, and as the ſame in the firſt Adam, whilſt [Page] he ſtood, and there was no need of the Pro­miſe, nor was there two (as to man) the one whereof was the Object of Love, and the other of Hatred, the Elder ſerving the Young­er; but man was one ſpirit from the Root Eternal, and in the Root Eternal, which God hath bleſſed; And the two, or that which made two, the ſeed of the Serpent, which entered into man came out after­wards. For man receiving the Serpent, and obeying his voice, after he was made, againſt the Command of God, there came to be two things in man, two Roots; two which ſtrugled, the Seed of the Woman, the ſeed of Promiſe, and the ſeed of the Ser­pent, the ſeed of the Curſe, as the Promiſe came to take place, and that ſeed came to move in man, to bring him back to God, which the Lord hath promiſed as the Chil­dren ſtrove in Rebecca's womb, when ſhe came to be delivered; ſo do theſe as the time cometh wherein (as I have ſaid) the promiſe of God cometh to be fulfilled; The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one unto the other, So that ye cannot do the things that ye would; As the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Gal. 5. 17. And which the Apoſtle found in himſelf, when the Promiſe came to be fulfil­led in him. I ſee (ſaith he) another law in [Page] my members, warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into Captivity  [...]o the law of ſin, which is in my members; And he cries out there (as Rebecca did concerning the Children; If it be ſo, why am I thus? And ſhe went to enquire of the Lord, Gen. 25. 22.) O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this Death, Rom. 7. 23, 24.
So the Children ſtrugled in the Womb of Rebecca, which was the Figure. Two Na­tions are in thy Womb; and two manner of People ſhall be ſeparated from thy bowels; and theone people ſhall be ſtronger then the other peo­ple, and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger; (ſaid the Lord unto her, of whom ſhe went to en­quire, when it was ſo with her (as aforeſaid) And when her dayes to be delivered were to be fulfilled, behold there were Twins in her womb, and the firſt came out Red all over like an ha­ry Garment, and they called his Name Eſau; and after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Eſau's heel, and his Name was called Jacob,  [...]. 24, 25, 26. So, the Law of the Spirit of Life which was in Chriſt Jeſus, ſtrugled with the law of Sin, and of Death. In Paul, which, though the law of ſin and of death, the law in his members ſtrugled with, and came out firſt; When I would do good, (the law of his mind) evil is preſent [Page] with me, (the law in his members) the good that I would I do not, the evil which I would not, that do I; Yet it took hold of its heel, and ſupplanted it as the Name of Ja­cob the true Seed, ſiignifies; Is he not (ſaid Eſau) rightly named Jacob? For he hath ſup­planted me theſe two times; he took away my birth-right, and behold now he hath taken away my bleſſing, and Eſau hated Jacob, becauſe of the bleſſing wherewith his Father bleſſed him; And Eſau ſaid in his heart, the days of mourn-for my Father are at hand, then will I ſlay my brother Jacob, Gen. 27. 36, 37. 41. It came after, and ſupplanted, overthrew the other. I thank God through Jeſus Christ our Lord▪ the Law of the Spirit of Life which is in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the Law of Sin and Death; For what the Law could not do, for that it is weak through the fleſh; God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſin­ful fleſh, and for ſin condemned ſin in the fleſh, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; for they that are after the fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh; but they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit, for to be carnally minded is death, but to be ſpiritually minded is life, and peace, verſ. 21. chap. 8. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
So there is the firſt, and the ſecond; the [Page] firſt man Adam, and the ſecond; the Law of Sin and Death, and the Law of the Spirit of Life; the Law of the Mind, and the Law in the Members; the Fleſh and the Spirit; the Son of God in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, condemning ſin in the fleſh, and the body of ſin and death. Two Nations, two manner of People, the one ſtronger then the other; the strong man armed, the ſtronger then he. The Elder as to man in the ſtate of the fall, that came out firſt, the Younger, which was before the Elder, though it came out in the World after; This is he (ſaid John) of whom I ſaid, after me cometh a Man, which is pre­ferred before me, for he was before me, John 1. 30. The Younger who comes after the fall, the ſeed of the Woman to redeem out of the fall, to bruiſe the Serpents head, which the Elder muſt ſerve; which taketh hold of the heel of the Elder, and ſupplants it, and makes it to ſerve; the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger.
And ſo the Apoſtle ſpeaketh; They are not all Iſrael who are of Iſrael; Neither becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, are they all Children, but in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called; That is, they that are the children of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of God, but the chil­dren of the Promiſe are counted for the ſeed; For this is the word of Promiſe, at this [Page] time will I come, and Sara ſhall have a ſon; And not only this, but when Rebecca alſo had conceived by one, even by our Father Iſaac, (for the children being not yet born, neither having done any good, or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to Election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth.) It was ſaid unto her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but E­ſau have I hated (as aforeſaid) Rom. 9. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.
And here is the whole matter as it lies to­gether, and as the Scriptures teſtifie, and are the Explanation of one another in the Spirit of the Lord from whom I have writ­ten, and who hath ſhewn me theſe things, that I might write them unto you, that your underſtandings might be opened▪ and that ye might come to ſee the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and be brought to the Knowledge of the Truth; And ſo I have finiſhed this particular. The Lord God Eternal open your eyes, that in this your day you may know the things that belong unto your Peace. And ſo I ſhall proceed.
As the Lord made not man to deſtroy him, and as he hath not concluded any man from all Eternity to deſtruction. So, nei­ther hath he ſo made man, as that it is im­poſſible for him to fall from the ſtate in the [Page] which he was made, or to miſcarry ſo as to fall from life for ever and ever.
That were to put man in another ſtate then that in the which he was made, who was made in a Dependance on God for his being, and Subſiſtance in the state in the which he was made, and to render him as God, know­ing both good and evil, that is to ſet him, as do he good, or do he evil; he ſhall never be finally removed from the ſtate in the which he was made, that is from Life, but ſhall remain as God. The Judge­ment of the Ranters whom the Serpent hath taken with that which was his firſt bait, with which he took Eve at firſt, and with which they are taken at this day; who hold. That do they what they will, they ſhall never be finally  [...]emoved from the ſtate in the which they were made; that is, from Life—
Ye ſhall not ſurely die, for God knoweth that in the day that ye eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as Gods knowing good and evil, Gen. 3. 4, 5.
This the Serpent laid before Evè, viz. a ſtate beyond that in the which ſhe was made. Ye ſhall not ſurely die (a state at the pleaſure of him that made you, and at his Command­men who gave you your being) Yea, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every Tree in the gar­den? v. 1. (hath he put you, are ye under [Page] ſuch a dependency on him, and at his com­mand? Nay) ye ſhall not ſurely die (it is not ſo) ye ſhall be as Gods (a ſtate beyond that in which ye were made; ye ſhall not need to ſtand in ſuch awe, and dread; Ye are not neceſſitated to ſuch a dependency upon God, as that doing contrary to his Command, ye ſhall die; your ſtate ſhall be changed, nay, your ſtate ſhall not be ſo changed, but eating of the Tree, doing of that which he hath ſaid ye ſhall not doe, which ſignifies a Sub­jection, and Subordination, a Creature ſtate of Variation, and Change at the Will of Him that made you; Nay, the doing of this will enter you into another ſtate, that's more high, more fixed, more certain; a ſtate wherein God is, who changeth not, nor is moved, nor doth alter or varie from that wherein he is, and this God knoweth) for God doth known (this is the Reaſon that God hath ſet you un­der ſuch a command, in ſuch dread, in ſuch awe as of death; a looſing of the ſtate in the which ye are, and a coming into a quite contrary, or another, this he knows, and therefore hath laid this Command upon ye, to keep ye from this; to prevent your at­taining unto this, to be as he is, ſetled, and unchangeable do ye what ye will, ye ſhall not ſurely die; Nay, it ſhall enter you into that ſtate wherein there is no ſuch thing as death, [Page] but only a death unto that in which ye are as you are paſſing to it, as through death to life; ye ſhall not need thus to be put to it, ye ſhall be as Gods, without change, without altera­tion, without fear, or dread, or a neceſſary dependance upon another to keep you in the ſtate in the which ye are; Ye ſhall not need thus to be put to it at every turn, to be un­der this Rod, under this reproof, under this check; under ſuch a manifeſtation as this, and who would be ſo when he may be otherwiſe? This God knoweth, therefore hath he laid this Bar upon you, this Precept, this Bond to keep ye under) that in the day that ye eat thereof (ye do otherwiſe then he hath ordained you, and ſo put your ſelves out of a ſtate of dependance upon him, or of being Creatures, ſo to be diſpoſed of, and ordered by him; ſo taking your ſelves into your own Power, your own diſpoſal, as he doth himſelf, and you whilſt it is thus with you, that you dare do nothing but what he requires you; and that ye dare not do that which he forbids you, which is a Creature ſtate of alteration, and change, of Subjection, and Subordination, you will be as he is, you will be as Gods, unalterable, unchangeable, inſubjectible, inſubordinate; and this God knoweth that in the day that ye eat thereof, that ye ſo put your ſelves, that ye ſo take your [Page] ſelves into your own order, and not ſtand under his Order, and Rule, who hath ſo ſaid unto you, Yea, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every Tree in the Garden? Yea, is it ſo? We may eat of the Fruit of the Trees of the Garden (ſaid the Woman, who was firſt in the Tranſgreſſion; Adam was not deceived, (the first man Adam was made a living Soul, 1 Cor. 15. 45. that was not deceived; which was made a living Soul, after the Image of God) being the Image of God, or, the I­mage of God in man; Christ Jeſus the Son of God, the new man, And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the Image of him that created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumciſion, nor un­circumciſion, Barbarian, Scythi [...]n, bond, nor free; but Chriſt is all, and in all, Col. 3. 10, 11. Who is the Image of the Inviſible God, the firſt born of every Creature, Col. 1. 15. Who being the brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs I­mage of his Perſon, and upholding all things by the Word of his Power (in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God; All things were made by him, & without him was not any thing made, that was made, 1 Joh. 1. 1. 3. Heb. 1. 3. For a man indeed, ought not to cover his head; foraſmuch as he is the Image and Glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man: For the man i [...] not of the [Page] woman, but the woman of the man; Neither was the man created for the woman, but the woman for the man (he that reads, let him underſtand) for this cauſe ought the woman to have Power over her head, becauſe of the An­gels. Nevertheleſs, neither is the man with­out the woman, neither the woman without the man in the Lord; for as the woman is of the man, even ſo is the man alſo by the woman; but all things of God, 1 Cor. 11. 7. to the 13. And as we have borne the Image of the Earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly, 1 Cor. 15. 49. and this is Christ) but the woman being deceived, was in the tranſgreſ­ſion (the woman, that man wa [...] not Crea­ted for, but the woman for the man; the wo­man by whom alſo the man is, as the woman is of the man; the woman without whom neither is the man, neither the man without the woman in the Lord, being deceived was in the Tranſgreſſion, the Creature that was made, not the Soul of the Creature, the liv­ing Soul; that of God, the Image of God, in which the Creature was made; God breath­ed into man the Breath of Life, and man became a living Soul; the first man Adam was made a living Soul: I ſay the Creature that was made in the Image of God, the living Soul, that man became after God had breathed in­to man the Breath of Life, and man became a [Page] living Soul; the firſt man Adam, the Crea­ture, that was ſo made, the woman, not A­dam, the living Soul, which by this came into death, and death came over it, and there he remains till the ſecond Adam, the quick­ening Spirit, the Lord from Heaven, raiſe it up, and de [...]iver it) being deceived (miſtak­ing the thing) was in the Tranſgreſſion; went from the Commandement, in the which Adam was not deceived, for that teſtified in the woman; that which was taken out of man, which proceeded from man, for which the man was not Created, but that for man, with­out which the man is not, nor that without the man in the Lord; We may eat of the Trees of the Garden, (ſaid the woman to the Ser­pent, whilſt ſhe ſtood in the man; the Image of God, the living Soul, the firſt man Adam, into whom God breathed the Breath of Life, and man became a living Soul, this ſaid ſhe) but of the Fruit of the Tree which is in the midſt of the Garden, (the Eternal ſtate of which the Creature is, and by which it is preſerved, from a dependency on which the Creature cannot be, that is to ſay, to be as it is, without dependancie, change, or alterati­on; which the Lord alone onely is, and the Creature can be never, viz. in a ſtate of In­dependency on God, on another, nor ſhall be ever, no eating, no touching of this fruit of [Page] this Tree that groweth in the midst of the Garden; no coming to this ſtate by man for ever; no coming at it though the Serpent climbing up to it miſt, and ſo keeping not his firſt ſtate, drew man thither to fall al­ſo) God hath ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of it, nei­ther ſhall ye touch it leaſt ye die, v. 2, 3.
Thus ſaid the woman, whilſt ſhe ſtood in the man, in that in which ſhe was made, out of which ſhe was took from, which ſhe proceeded; thus ſhe anſwered, the living Soul, that was not yet under, that death was not yet over, for ſhe had not yet let it in, the firſt man Adam, into whom God breathed the Breath of Life, and man became a living Soul; the Image of God, Righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, the new man, which is renewed in Knowledge af­ter the Image of him that Created him, as aforeſaid; Chriſt Jeſus the Lord from Hea­ven, the quickening Spirit, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth thoſe things which be not, as if they were; the amen the true & faith­ful Witneſſe, the beginning of the Creation of God, that was dead, and is alive, and behold I am a live for ever more, Amen. And have the Keys of Hell, he that is Holy, he that is true, he that hath the Key of David, he that open­eth, and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no man openeth; the firſt, and the last, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which [Page] is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Behold he cometh in Clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which piereed him, and all Kindreds of the Earth ſhall wail becauſe of him, even ſo, Amen, Rom. 4. 17. Rev. 1. 7, 8, 18. Rev. 2. 14. Rev. 3. 7. He was not yet ſlain, the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. So ſhe was not yet deceived. He yet ſpake in her, as aforeſaid. Adam who was not deceived, who was not in the Tranſ­greſſion, but ſhewed the Tranſgreſſion, who ſaid in her, God hath ſaid, and ſhe ſpake af­ter him, God hath ſaid (ſaid ſhe) &c. Now ſhe ſpake right, now ſhe was not deceived, whilſt ſhe ſpake after him in her who wit­neſſed, who was the Son of Adam, who was the Son of God, Luke 3. 38. The Seed of the Woman which God ſaid ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, Gen. 3. 15. who lives for E­ver, the Root and Off-ſpring of David; whilſt ſhe heard him ſpeaking in her, and kept there ſhe ſaid; God hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat there­of, neither ſhall ye touch it, leaſt ye die.
Yea, (ſaid the Serpent) hath God ſaid ye ſhall not eat of every Tree in the Garden? Ther's ſomewhat in the matter, i'le tell you a ſecret; tuſh, there's a ſtate beyond that in the which you are, into which he would not have you come; that's his own, he would [Page] not have you, as himſelf, as he is, and there­fore he forbids you, he tells you of death to skare, and fright you, leaſt by eating of the Fruit of that Tree, &c. touching it, you ſhould be as it is with him, and have no ſe­cret hid from you. True it is, you will by eating of it die to the ſtate in which you are, viz. a Creaturely dependency upon him; a capability of changing, but then you will live to another, which is more high, which changeth not, which God doth not, and this is that which he would keep ye from. Yea, hath God ſaid ye ſhall not eat of every Tree in the Garden? And the woman ſaid unto the Ser­pent, We may eat of the Fruit of the Trees of the Garden, but of the Fruit of the Tree which is in the midſt of the Garden, God hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye toutch it, leaſt ye die. And the Serpent ſaid unto the woman, Ye ſhall not ſurely die, for God doth know that in the day that ye eat thereof, then your eys ſhall be opened (ye ſhal come to ſee this ſec [...]et; & it was a miſchievous ſeeing indeed, which is not off her Poſterity to this day) and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing both good and evil.
Here was the eating of the forbidden fruit, the temptation of the Serpent, and the great encounter the woman had, by which ſhe fell; ſhe reach't at this, the Serpent was too hard for her, whilſt ſhe was from her Life, from [Page] that in the which ſhe was made, which wit­neſſed in her, he entred her; and ſo his Spi­rit lead, and guided her to do that which was contrary to the Lord, as he had done, and not the good Spirit of the Lord, and ſo ſhe ſteer'd another courſe, as ſhe ſaw with a­nother eye, and came to be deceived. And when the woman ſaw that the Tree was good for food, and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, and a Tree to be deſired to make one wiſe; ſhe took of the Fruit thereof and did eat, and gave alſo unto her Husband with her, and he did eat, and the eyes of them both were opened (a ſore opening indeed; ſee how ſhe was deceived, but how were they opened, and what did they ſee? Did they ſee as Gods? Came they to a more permanent ſtate, to a ſtate that changed not, to be as Gods to have no ſecret hid from them? as the Serpent ſuggeſted, and by ſuch temptations as theſe had drawn them to eat? nay) & they knew that they were naked (ſtript off their covering; Innocency was loſt in them, a ſad condition they were now in; and they knew it, their eves were opened, and they ſaw this, a moſt unhappy ſight) which (as I have ſaid) is not off their Poſterity to this day; this was that the Serpent lead them to in the end, and this they came to ſee, and their eyes were opened to ſee this, to know this, to know that they were naked) and they [Page] ſewed Fig leaves together (a miſerable ſhift, who were cloathed with the Spirit of God, with his Image, in the which they were made, which now they had loſt, which now they had ſlain, the Lamb ſlain from the foun­dation of the world (as hath been ſaid) and ſee what a garment they had got, what a co­vering; in what a pittiful condition they were in, who had Rule over the Creation, and Dominion was given them over it, they take of the pooreſt of the Creation, a company of fig leaves, poor, thin, inconſiderable things indeed for a covering, who were cloathed with the Lord; and whom he ſpread over, and filled, and repleniſhed, of whom he was the Root) and made themſelves Aprons. And thus Adam was not deceived, the man that was firſt formed, into whom God breathed the Breath of Life, and man became a living Soul, the firſt man Adam was made a living Soul, but the woman that was took out of man, that proceeded from man, that the man was not Created for, the woman, that is of the man, as the man is by the woman, being deceived was in the Tranſgreſſion, 1 Tim. 2. 13, 14. He that readeth (as I have ſaid) let him underſtand.
And thus the Serpent beguiled Eve, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; But I fear (ſaid ho) leaſt by any means (this was to them whom he had [Page] eſpouſed to one Husband, that he might preſent them as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt, of which he ſpeaks in the verſe before) as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſim­plicity that is in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3.
And this was his temptation, and this was that which the Woman catcht after, who was made in the Image of God, viz. A pretended ſtate beyond that in which ſhe was made; and this was the end, and this came of it, which (as I have ſaid) her Poſterity is not clear off to this day; and this is the particular thing of the Ranters, and the temptation wherewith they are carried; Who hold, that there is no ſuch thing as evil in it ſelf, or devil, but to mans apprehenſion, and that the ſence of evil, is but the weakneſs of man, and that they are at a diſtance from God who are under fear, and that all things are Gods. And that, this is but a ſlaviſh ſpirit to ſtand in fear, and dread, and that all things are good; and that to fear and dread, is on this ſide Perfection; and that to do the greateſt evil with the least remorſe, is to be neareſt Perfecti­on. Which is to know good and evil? Which is to touch, and to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil that is in the midſt of the Garden, which God hath forbid­den to be taſted of, or touch't, which Eve [Page] eating and touching, came thereby to fall, and her Poſterity to this day, which in plain Engliſh, is to be out of command, out of ſubjection, out of the ſtate of the Creature, and to be as God, out of a true dependency on God, out of a poſſibility of change, for if there be no ſtate of obedience, there is no ſtate of a dependency, do they what they will, they ſhall never be otherwiſe, and ſo be reach­ing at that which they can never come to; by reaching after which they come to fall, as did Eve who thus reached, but fell, and it is not yet recovered; and as did the Devil himſelf, and is fallen for ever, and there endeavours to bring and keep man even in a diſobedient ſtate of rebellion againſt God, as that which is moſt ſuitable to man, in which God is himſelf; That is to ſay without Law to himſelf, or from any other; Whether the Devil (as I have ſaid) climbed himſelf, but fell, and would bring man thither.
And this is the ſumme of this matter, the ſtate of the Ranters, which the Lord hath thus opened in me for their ſakes to let them underſtand, and to open their eyes, that they may ſee, and be ſaved, and come un­to the Knowledge of the Truth; For the Lord hath not pleaſure in their death, but would have them turn, and live▪ For which cauſe I have written, becauſe the time is [Page] nere, wherein the Door will be ſhut, and then it will be too late, and the place of Re­pentance will not be found. When, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, ſhall be ſaid to the Goats on the left hand, by the King, when he ſhall come in his Glory, and all the Holy Angels with him, and ſhall ſit upon the Throne of his Glory, and all Nations ſhall be gathered before him, and he ſhall divide between them. as a Shepherd doth his Sheep. And ſo I have done with this Particular, and am clear of their blood, in this day of the Lord, where­in he is coming to render unto every man according to his deeds.
But to proceed.
Neither hath the Lord ſo choſen man ſince the fall, as that he can never be remo­ved from the ſtate unto which he is choſen; That were to render the Blood of Chriſt of none effect, and to make void the Everlaſting Covenant the Law writ in the heart, and the fear put in the inward parts, the Word of Life, the Power of God by which we are kept. Who are kept (ſaid Peter writing to the Saints) by the Power of God through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5.
And this is the Doctrine of them who hold Free Grace, or that are called by the name of Antinomians; that is to ſay, thoſe who [Page] hold, that he that is once choſen, cannot fall from that ſtate; Having loved his own which were in the World, he loved them to the end, John 13. 1. Say they, and though they are ſinners, yet they are juſtified by Chriſt, and have Redemption by his Blood, even the Remiſſion of ſins; and this is imputed to them, though not inherent in them (as they ſpeak) and they hope to be ſaved by him becauſe they are ſinners, and yet are juſti­fied by him though they are ſinners. And with ſuch thin Garments, as theſe they ſeek to co­ver themſelves, and to reſt ſatisfied; whilſt they are ignorant of, and know not him who ſaveth from their ſins, all they who put their truſt in him: Who having loved his own (but they are his own which he loved, and none elſe) he loved them to the end, (he went thorough the work which was appoint­ed him for them to do, and flinched not, which was to lay down his life for them; For this was ſpoken of his ſuffering, John 13. 1. As the Scriptures teſtifie, and that of John in Particular, and the Scripture cannot be broken, which thus ſpeaks. Now before the feaſt of the Paſſeover, when Jeſus knew that his hour was come that he ſhould depart out of this World, unto the Father; Having loved his own (ſaid John) which were in the World, he loved them unto the end. And ſupper being ended (the Devil having [Page] now put into the heart of Judas Iſcariot, Si­mons ſon to betray him) Jeſus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riſeth from Supper, and laid aſide his Garments, and took a Towel, and girded himſelf; after that, he poureth Water into a Baſon, and began to waſh his Diſciples feet, and to wipe them with the Towel with which he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter, and Simon ſaith unto him; Lord, doeſt thou waſh my feet? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, what I do thou knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt hereafter; Peter anſwereth, and ſaith unto him, Thou ſhalt never waſh my feet, Je­ſus anſwered, if I waſh thee not, thou hast no part with me, v. 2. to the 9. Simon Peter ſaith unto him, not my feet only, but my hands and my head; Jeſus ſaith unto him, he that is waſhed needeth not ſave to waſh his feet, but is clean every whit; and ye are clean but not all, for he knew who ſhould betray him; Therefore ſaid he, ye are not all clean, v. 9, 10, 11. This ſaid Chriſt Jeſus.
So it is his own that he having once loved, he loved them to the end; And they were ſuch whom he waſhed; If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with me; So, not to be waſhed is to have no part with Chriſt, and this was ſaid to Peter a Diſciple. And ſaid [Page] he unto the Diſciples, them whom he had choſen, ye are clean, but not all, for he knew who ſhould betray him, and yet he was choſen. Have not I choſen you Twelve, and yet one of you is a Devil? John 6. 70.
The plain Engliſh, or ſumme of the Mat­ter is this; Men muſt be born again of Wa­ter, and of the Spirit, or they cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; as he ſaid to Ni­codemus, Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be born of Water, and the Spirit, he can­not enter into the Kingdom of God, John 3. 5. They muſt be regenerated; Old things muſt paſſe away, all things muſt become New, if they are in Christ Jeſus the New Man, which after God is created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs; and they that are not ſo, in vain do they talk of Chriſt; they have no part with him, for he is Holy, and every one that is in him, is as he is; As he is ſo are we in this world, 1 John 4. 17. And be ye holy as he is holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16. And Holineſs becomes thy Houſe for ever, Pſal. 93. 5. And, an high way ſhall be there, and a way, and it ſhall be called the way of Holineſs, the unclean ſhall not paſſe over it, Iſa. 35. 8. And, there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it, any thing that defileth neither, whatſoever worketh Abomi­nation, or maketh a lie, but they that are written in the Lambs book of Life, Rev. 21. [Page] laſt. Otherwiſe to ſay is to diſhoner Chriſt, and to blaſphem him, to make him ſuch a one as ſuch are as live in Tranſgreſſion, and ſin; who came to redeem from ſin, and to deliver from Iniquity, and to purifie unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works, that we might be to his Praiſe and Ho­nour. Now ſin is a reproach to any people, Righteouſneſs it is that exalteth a Nation, Prov. 14. 34. And for any to ſay they are in him, and yet are found ſinners, they re­proach, and blaſphem him, as if he were ſo, that Iniquity had fellowſhip with him, or that Iniquity would be in him, or have part with him; Can the Throne of Iniquity have fellowſhip with thee, which frameth miſchief by a Law, Pſal. 49. 20. Thou art of purer Eyes then to behold evil, and canſt not look on Ini­quity, Hab. 1. 13. For thou art not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with thee, Pſal. 5. 4. But if while we ſeek to be juſtified by Chriſt, we our ſelves alſo are found ſinners; is therefore Chriſt the Miniſter of ſin? God forbid; For if I build again the things that I have deſtroyed, I make my ſelf a tranſgreſſor, Gal. 2. 17, 18, For whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformable to the Image of his Son, that he might be the firſt born of many brethren; Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he [Page] alſo called, and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Rom. 8. 29, 30.
So then there is no Predeſtination, where there is not firſt a Foreknowledge; and this Predeſtination is to be conformed to the I­mage of his Son, and his Image is Righte­ouſneſs and true Holineſs, and where Righte­ouſneſs and true Holineſs are not, there is not the Image of his Son, and where the Image of his Son is not, there is no Conformity to the Image of his Son, and where there is no conformity to the Image of his Son, there is no Predeſtination; And where ſin is, there is no Conformity to the Image of his Son; And ſo no Predeſtination, no Calling that abides, no Juſtification, no Glorification, no Fore­knowledge to Life Eternal; Whom he did Predeſtinate, them he alſo Called; and whom he alſo called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo Glorified; and whom he foreknew, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son, that he might be the firſt born among many Brethren, Rom. 8. 27.
And here is the ſum of the whole matter; No fore-knowledge to life Eternal, no pre­deſtination, no calling that abides, no juſti­fication, no glorification, but in conformity, and to be conformed to the Image of his Son, [Page] that he may be the firſt born of many brethren. The Brethren of whom he is the firſt born, are ſuch as are conformed to his Image, which is Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs; and he hath predeſtinated none but to this, nor fore-known any to predeſtination, but to this; and where this is not, there is no fore-knowledge, no predeſtination to life Eter­nal; none of the Brother-hood of which he is the firſt born, for whom he did fore-know, he alſo did predeſtinate, to what? to be con­formed unto what? to the Image of his Son. So where conformity is not to the Image of his Son, there is no predeſtination; there is no calling that abides (as I have ſaid) and the Scripture ſpeaks it plain, For the Gifts and calling of God are without Repentance, ſaith the Apostle, as to Election; and that of the Jews, who (ſaith he) as concerning the Goſpel, they are enemies for your ſakes, but as touch­ing the Election, they are beloved for the Fa­thers ſake, for the gifts and calling of God are without Repentance, Rom. 11. 28, 29. And the gifts and calling of God that are without Repentance, are unto Eternal Life, and Eternal Life is in his Son, John 5. 11. and he that is in Chriſt Jeſus, is a new Crea­ture; Old things are paſſed away, behold all things are made new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. And (ſaith he) have put on the new man, which is renew­ed [Page] in Knowledge after the Image of him that created him, where there is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, Barba­rian, Scythian, bond▪ nor free, but Chriſt is all, and in all. Put on therefore (as the E­lect of God) bowels of Mercy, kindneſs, hum­bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering; for­bearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man hath a quarrel against any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, Col. 3. 10, 11, 12, 13. And where there is no calling (which is unto Holineſs) there is no juſtifi­cation, For God hath not called us unto un­cleanneſs, but unto Holineſs, 1 Theſ. 4. 7. and Holineſs becomes thy Houſe, O Lord, for ever, Pſal. 93. 5. And who hath ſaved us, and called us with an Holy calling, not according to our Works, but according to his own purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, but is now made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chri [...]t, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life, and immortality to light, thorough the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. And the eyes of your under­ſtanding being enlightned, that ye may know what is the hope of his calling; and what the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power to us-ward, who believe according to the working of his Mighty Power, which [Page] he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand, in the Heavenly places, far above all Principality and Power, and Might and Dominion, and eve­ry Name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in that which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the Church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, Epheſ. 1. 18. to the end. And there is one Body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all, Epheſ. 4. 4, 5, 6. And, we pray alwayes for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of Faith with Power, that the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the Grace of our God, and the Lord Jeſus Christ, 2 Theſ. 1. 11, 12. And, you ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are cal­led; but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, to confound the wiſe, and God hath choſen the weak things of the world, to confound the things which are mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea, and things which are not to [Page] bring to nought the things that are; that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. But, of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctificati­on, and Redemption. That according as it is written, He that gloryeth, let him glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. 1. 26. to the end. And, I count not my ſelf to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward the mark, for the price of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 3. 14, 15. And, Holy brethren, partakers of the Heavenly calling, conſider the Apoſtle, and high Prieſt of our Profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus, who was faithful to him that appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in all his houſe. For this man was counted worthy of more glory then Moſes, inaſmuch as he that hath builded the houſe, hath more honour then the houſe. For every houſe is builded by ſome man, but he that built all things is God. And Moſes verily was faithful in all his houſe, as a Servant, for a teſtimony of thoſe things which were to be ſpo­ken after; but Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe, whoſe houſe are we, if we hold faſt the confidence, and the rejoycing of the hope firm unto the end, Heb. 3. 1. to the 8. And, make your calling, and election ſure, for if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fail, for ſo an entrance [Page] ſhall be adminiſtred unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Savi­our Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 9, 10.
Thus ſaith the Scriptures, I ſay where there is no calling (and what that calling is I have ſignified) it is unto Holineſs, there is no ju­ſtification, and where there is, no juſtificati­on, there is no glorification; and this is in Chriſt Jeſus. And, if Chriſt be in you, the body is dead becauſe of ſin, but the Spirit is Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. But if the Spi­rit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore bre­thren, we are debters not to the fleſh to live af­ter the fleſh; for if ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mor­tifie the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God. For ye have not received the Spi­rit of bondage again to fear, but ye have re­ceived the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit it ſelf beareth wit­neſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of God; and if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joynt Heirs with Chriſt, if ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we may alſo be glorified together, Rom. 8. 10. to the 18. And if ye call on the Father, who without reſpect of [Page] perſons judgeth according to every mans work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear; foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeem­ed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from your vain converſation, received by tradi­tion from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot; who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of the world, but was ma­nifeſted in theſe laſt times for you, who by him do believe in God who raiſed him up from the dead, and gave him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing that you have purifi­ed your ſouls in the obeying of the Truth, through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren. See that ye love one another with a pure heart, fervently, being borne again, not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever. For all fleſh is graſs, and all the glory of man, as the flower of graſs; the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof fadeth away; but the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the Word which by the Goſpel is Preached unto you, 1 Pet. 1. 17. to the end.
So this is the calling, and this is the word, and this is the hope, and this is the Predeſti­nation; and this is the fore-knowledge, and this is the Juſtification, and this is the Glori­fication, viz. Chriſt Jeſus, and as men are [Page] for him, and are found in him, not having their own Righteouſneſs, which is through the Law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. 3. 9. And where men are not here, they are miſtaken to talk of theſe things, or to think them theirs; They appertain to ano­ther ſtate then Tranſgreſſion, which delivers out of it, and maketh men indeed the Sons of God, and ſo are Heirs of the Bleſſing that came on Abraham, who believed, and it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, of whom God ſaith, I know him that he will command his Children, and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do juſtice, and judgement, that the Lord may bring upon Abra­ham that which he hath ſpoken of him, Gen. 18. 19. And, who raiſed up the Righteous man from the Eaſt, called him to his foot, gave the Nations before him, and made him rule o­ver Kings? He gave them as dust to his ſword, and as driven ſtubble to his bow, Iſa. 41. 2. And, art not thou our God, who didſt drive out the Inhabitants of this Land before thy People Iſrael▪ and gaveſt it to the Seed of Abraham thy friend for ever, 2 Chron. 20. 7. And, if ye were Abrahams Children, ye would do the Works of Abraham; but now ye ſeek to kill me, a man that hath told ye the truth, which I have heard of God, this did not Abraham. [Page] you do the deeds of your Father; Then ſaid they to him, we be not born of Fornication, we have one Father, even God; Jeſus ſaid unto them, if God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded forth, and came from God, neither came I of my ſelf, but he ſent me; Why do ye not underſtand my ſpeech? Even becauſe ye cannot hear my Word. Ye are of your father the Devil, and the luſts of your father ye will do; He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in him, when he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own, for he is a lyar, and the father of it, John. 8. 39. to the 45. v.
So here's an end to all this matter; Thoſe that the Father hath choſen unto himſelf, it is unto good works, which he hath before ordained, that they ſhould walk in them. We are his work manſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before or­dained, that we ſhould walk in them, ſaith the Apostle, Epheſ. 2. 10. And, ſhew me thy faith without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my works. Faith without works is dead, Jam. 2. 18. 20. And, the Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all men teaching us that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent [Page] World, looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; who gave himſelf for us that he might redeem us from [all] Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Tit. 2. 11. to the end. And, thoſe that are not redeemed from all Iniquity, he hath not given himſelf to ſave; And thoſe that are not zealous of good Works, he hath not purified unto himſelf a peculiar peo­ple; And thoſe that deny not Ʋngodlineſs, and Worldly luſts, and live not ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent World, are not ſuch as look for the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; And thoſe that have not works, their faith is dead; and they that walk not in good works, (and ſuch as ſin walk not in good works) are not his Workmanſhip, and thoſe that are not his workmanſhip (which is unto good works the fruit of Faith, which is not dead but living, by which thoſe of old though dead, yet ſpeak, the Vertue in them which brought forth the works the fruit unto Holineſs, unto Eternal life) are not created in Chriſt Jeſus.
So, ſee your ſtate all you that are here, and be no longer deceived; It is the Word of the Lord, and ſo I have done with this Parti­cular, which for the ſake of you, I am mo­ved [Page] to write to open their underſtandings becauſe the time is neer wherein theſe things will be made manifeſt, that they are ſo; and the Door will be ſhut, and then it will be too late to ſay, Lord, Lord, open unto us; For he will ſay, depart from me, I know ye not, ye workers of iniquity, for when once the Maſter of the houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the Door, and ye begin to ſtand without, and to knock at the Door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, o­pen unto us; And he ſhall anſwer and ſay un­to you, I know ye not whence ye are. Then ſhall ye begin to ſay, we have eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets; but he ſhall ſay, I tell you I know ye not whence ye are, depart from me all ye wor­kers of iniquity. There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves thruſt out; And they ſhall come from the East, and from the West, and from the North, and from the South, and ſhall ſit down in the King­dom of God, and behold, there are laſt, which ſhall be firſt, and there are firſt which ſhall be laſt, Luke 13. 25. to the 31.
And ſo I am clear of your blood, whether ye will hear, or whether you will forbear; The Word of the Lord hath been often to you, and his tender bowels through me, and [Page] he would not have you die but live, and it is the third time that I have particularly wrote to you in the movings of the Lord, and my travail, and my ſufferings (I ſpeak of that which is not of this world) have been great for you, that your eyes might be opened, and that ye might ſee where you are, ere it be too late. For the Lord hath known you, and you have known ſomething in you that hath given you the ſence of his preſence, which is Christ Jeſus, the meaſure of him in you; which reproves, which makes manifeſt, that draws ye to God-ward, though ye have not believed that it is he, and therefore have riſen againſt the Corner Stone, which ye builders have refuſed, which is made Head of the Corner, but there is no other way to God but by him, Chriſt the Light; God that quickneth the dead, and calleth things that are not as if they were, for that is not natural, that ſhews Nature in the tran­ſgreſſion, and that is not of the evil one that ſhews evil, and that is not of man (in whom it is not to direct his way) that leads unto God, but it is of God; the love of God that ſent his Son into the world to redeem man, and to bring him back again unto God; And his work it is to deliver, to ſet free the Captive that which is bound under ſin (and he that ſinneth is bound to ſin) and to purifie [Page] and to cleanſe, and to make white, and to break down the Partition, that which is got­ten between by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion, and to bring to God, that ſo man may feel his Maker again, and be joyned to him, with whom nothing that is defiled can have any fellowſhip, and ſin deſiles; For our God is a conſuming fire, Heb. 13. laſt.
Now to hold that a man being choſen, can never be removed from that ſtate unto which he is choſen; and that a man is juſtified when he is found a ſinner, and that he is in Chriſt when he is not a new Creature (and he is not a new Creature whilſt he is in ſin, old things are not paſt away, the old man is there remaining with his luſts and deeds, whoſe luſt and deeds are ſin) all things are not become new) and that a man is in God, when he is not purged, when he is not made clean (and he is not made clean, he is not purged that ſinneth, whilſt he ſinneth (who­ſoever ſinneth, hath neither ſeen him, neither known him, John 3. 6.) whilſt he knoweth not, nor believeth in, nor is joyned to the Word of Life, which dwelleth in the Saints, which witneſſed to God, the Word that en­dures for ever; The Word which by the Spi­rit is Preached unto you, the Word that purifies, 1 Pet. 1. laſt. the Word that endures for ever, (and ye have not his Word abiding [Page] in you) For, whom he hath ſent, him ye be­lieve not, John 5. 38. The Word nigh in the mouth, and in the heart, which is the Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. 10. 8. For the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe. Say not in thy heart, who ſhall aſcend, &c. But what ſaith it, the Word is nigh thee, &c. verſ. 6. 7. So, that is the Word, the Word of Faith, the living Word that endures for ever, that cleanſeth, that purifies, which is that which witneſſes to God which abides, Now are ye clean through the Word.) And, now are ye clean through the Word which I have ſpoken unto you, abide in me (ye have not his Word abiding in you, ſaid he to the Phariſees) and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of it ſelf, except it a­bide in the Vine, no more can ye, except ye a­bide in me (in him that witneſſes the Word of Life) John 15. 3, 4. And, ſaith the Prophet, he ſhall ſit as a Refiner, and Purifier of Silver, and he ſhall purifie the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold, and Silver, that they may offer unto him an offering in Righteouſneſs then ſhall the offerings of Judah, & Jeruſalem, be pleaſant unto the Lord as in the dayes of old, and as in the former years, and I will come neer to you in Judgement, and I will be a ſwift wit­neſs (here's the Meſſenger that prepares his Way before him, the Meſſenger of the Cove­nant [Page] that he ſaith he will ſend, whom he ſaith they delighted in; behold, he ſhall come ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; But who may abide the day of his coming? And who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth? For he ſhall be as Refiners fire, and as Fullers ſoap, I will be a ſwift Witneſs (this is he who is the Judge of all that comes nere to Judgement, that witneſſeth, that ſaith, I will be a ſwift wit­neſs, I will come neer to you to Judgement) againſt the Sorcerers, and againſt the Adulter­ers, and againſt falſe Swearers, and againſt thoſe that oppreſſe the Hireling in his wages, the Widdow and the Fatherleſs, and that turn aſide the Stranger (I was a Stranger, and ye took me not in, ſaith he that witneſſeth, the Faithful and True Witneſs, who is come, whoſe right it is to Rule, who witneſſeth to God; who is turned aſide from his right, when he is not ſuffered to rule) from his right; And fear not me ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, for I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. 3. 1. to the 7th.) For a man to ſay that he is cho­ſen, when he is not in holineſs, and that he is ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, when he is unholy; this is to overthrow the work of him who came to Redeem, to Purifie, to Cleanſe man, and ſo to bring him back again unto God; And is the higheſt blaſphemy that can be [Page] Imagined, and the greateſt deceit. For it is to make God as ſuch a one is, and to ren­der the blood of the Covenant by which thoſe which are Sanctified are cleanſed, of none effect (and where's the effect if it purg­eth not? And where's the purging where the ſin remaines? And doth it not remain where yet it is? And is it not yet where it abides to death? And are ſuch redeemed? Are ſuch waſhed? Are ſuch ſanctified? Are ſuch juſtified in the Name of our Lord Je­ſus, and by the Spirit of our God, as were they of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks. But ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified; So waſhed, ſanctified (being otherwiſe then they were when in ſin; and ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed in the Name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God; There's the matter) And as an unholy thing. For, He that is joyned to an Harlot, is one body, for two (ſaith he) ſhall be one fleſh; but he that is joyned to the Lord is one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 6. 15, 16.
So Friends, all ye that are here, take heed of being miſtaken, take heed of a miſtaken ſtate, take heed of abiding in a ſtate that is miſtaken; for this will not hold, you will find it ſo in the end, and I deſire it may not be when it is too late; & ſo I am clear of you alſo, for whoſe ſake, [Page] or the Seed's ſake in you which is Immortal, in the movings of the Lord, I have written; for the day is near wherein you will find this to be ſo. It is the Word of the Lord, and therefore hath he moved me to write that you may ſee it in time, before it be too late, be­fore your day is over, which is very ſhort how­ever ye may account it, or value what I have ſaid; the thing is ſo, and (as I have ſaid) you will find it; and then ye will re­member that ye were told of it before, that ye might not truſt on a miſtaken thing, which will prove as a broaken Reed to you, in the day of Tryal, and the time of need; for the Lord is drawing near to judgement, and he will be a ſwift Witneſs, (as hath been ſaid) and then wo will be to all them in whom that which witneſſed to life, and was not heard, will ariſe, and witneſs to Eternal Condem­nation, and be a Worm that will never die, and a Fire that ſhall never go out; and this will be the ſtate of all them that have not o­beyed unto life, that have not hearkened to, nor believed that which witneſſed in them, againſt whom then it will witneſs a judgement that's eternal, for ever and ever.
For there's no mocking in things of this nature, no jeſting, no trifling; To day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the Provocation; the day of temptation in [Page] the Wilderneſs; Obey his witneſs, believe in it, heed it, leaſt time be no more, and ye be concluded with the God whom ye ſerve. For except ye believe that I am he (ſaid Chriſt to the Phariſees) ye ſhall die in your ſins; and except ye believe that that which witneſſeth for God in you, which came from God, which whatſoever it ſeeth the Father do, it doth, and ſpeaketh what it heareth him ſay, unto whom the Father beareth witneſs; and of whom the Scriptures teſtifie, John 5. 36, 37, 38, 39. Christ the Light, ye ſhall die in your ſins. It is the Word of the Lord, I am the light of the world (ſaith he) he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of ltfe, Joh. 8. 12. That was the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt) that ſhineth in darkneſs, though the darkneſs comprehendeth it not; Thou art my Lamp, O Lord, thou wilt lighten my darkneſs; Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my Path (the Word which endures for ever) For ever, O Lord, thy Word is ſettled in Heaven. Thy faith­fulneſs unto all Generations, ſaid David, Pſal. 119. 89. to 10. 5. 2 Sam. 22. 29. John 1. 5. 9.
So Friends, all that are here, take heed hereunto, leaſt the day be cloaſed into night; [Page] and ere ye be aware, the ſhadow of death, cloſe up the hour of your Viſitation, and it be too late; for to you hath the Lord often ſpoken (as I have ſaid, and do now ſay it again in, and by the ſame Spirit of the Lord) and he hath often ſought you, and that by me. I am Witneſs for the Lord for ever, how his Bowels have yearned towards you; and how he would have gathered you, as a Hen doth her Chicken under her Wings; and he in­deed yet ſeeks you; hearken to his Voice, withſtand not him that calleth in you, that calleth to you, that ſeeks to gather you, leaſt your day have an end, and there be no more. You will remember me in that day, but I would you did it ſooner before it be too late. The bowels of the Lord move in me to you, he would not have you periſh, he would have you hear that your ſouls may live; he would have ye convinced, and turned to the truth; he would have you in the truth, that the truth may make you free; I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, ſaid Christ the Son, he that witneſſeth; If the Son make ye free (ſaith he again) then are you free indeed, John 8. 36. 14. 6.
And ſo farewell, I have finiſhed what I have to ſay to you from the Lord. Look ye to it, I am clear: Give glory to the Lord your God before he cauſe darkneſs, and before your [Page] feet ſtumble on the dark Mountaines, and and while ye look for light, he turn into the ſhaddow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs, Jer. 13. 16. And this hour is neer. The Lord God Eternal open your eyes, that in this your day (which is now neer to an end) you may know the things that belong to your Peace, leaſt they be hid from your eyes; The Lord will not alwayes wait on you, his Spirit will not alwayes ſtrive with you: It hath waited long, it hath ſtriven long, be ga­thered to him ere darkneſs come over you, and the night cover you, which ſhall never have end. If ye ſhall never be gathered; (which I hope will not be (as to ſome of you at leaſt) for the Lord hath a Seed among you which he will gather, and lead into his reſt; And therefore am I moved of the Lord to write, and theſe my Travails ſhall have an end, and I ſhall ſee of the Travel of my ſoul in this particular; and the time is neer, the Lord hath ſpoken it, and therefore ſpeak I unto you becauſe the time is neer; think you what ye will) yet my reward ſhall be with the Lord, and my Prayer ſhall return into mine own boſome, and he will teſtifie for me that I have ſought you, this his Teſti­mony I am, that you he hath ſought; And as ſometime the Prophet ſaid, ſo ſay I in the ſame Spirit, Though Iſrael be not ga­thered, [Page] yet I ſhall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my strength, Iſa. 49. 5. And, this ſhall be my peace in the day of your trouble who ſhall not hear, who ſhall not be gathered to that which convinces the World of ſin (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt, the Comforter) that I have ſtood in the will of God, and in his Counſel, have done whatſoever he hath re­quired at my hands as to you, whether you will hear, or whether you will forbear; and whether you will hear, or whether you will forbear, you ſhall know that a Prophet hath been amongſt ye; Or, one that hath ſpoken to you from the Lord.
So, be not ſtiff-necked, nor uncircumci­ſed in heart and ear, for I am preſſed in ſpi­rit to ſpeak unto you, becauſe the hour is neer; Yea, very neer, wherein this you ſhall witneſs; For the Maſter of the houſe is neer riſing up, and will ſhut to the Door, and then it will be too late when ye ſhall begin to ſtand without (without your hour, [with­out] your day, your day, your hour being paſſed over wherein he will ſhew, he will tender mercy, wherein he will ſtrive with you, wherein he will wait on you, to be gra­cious, wherein he will ſtretch out his Arms to gather you, wherein he will open his bo­ſome to you, I ſay your hour and day being [Page] over; The day and hour of your Viſitation, wherein ye may know the things that con­cern your Peace; and they are not hid from your eyes, when ye ſhall begin to ſtand with­out) and to knock at the door, and to ſay, Lord, Lord, open unto us; He will anſwer and ſay unto you (as I have ſaid) I know you not whence ye are; Depart from me, all ye work­ers of Iniquity.
So, be not deceived, nor miſtaken, for this hour is neer, and this you ſhall ſee in the day when the Son of Man ſhall come in hts Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, and ſhall ſit upon the Throne of his Glory; And before him ſhall be gathered all Nati­ons, and he ſhall ſeperate them one from an­other, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the Goats; and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right hand, and the Goats on his left; and the King ſhall ſay unto them on his right hand, come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe­rit the Kingdom prepared for you, from the Foundation of the World; And to them on his left hand, depart from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels; And theſe ſhall go away into everlasting puniſhment, but the Righteous into life Eternal.
So, I am clear of your blood, and the Lord God Eternal laid this upon me to ſpeak [Page] unto you, becauſe the time is very neer where­in this will be, wherein you will ſee this to be; therefore I ſay again unto you. In this your day, know the things that belong unto your peace. There is ſomewhat in all this, that I am thus moved to Ingiminate, to Preſs upon you; the Lord is coming, behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his Saints to execute Judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them (and this will be a ſore convictment indeed, when he ſhall riſe in them as Lord and King, and kindle in them the fire that ſhall never go out, and raiſe in them the Worm that ſhall never die) whom they have refuſed, whom they have rejected, whom they have diſpiſed, whom they have ſpoken againſt, whom they have done a­gainſt.) Of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpok­en againſt him,; As Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam propheſied of theſe, and this time is neer.
So, conſider, and bethink your ſelves, whilſt you have a very little time, whilſt the door is yet open (and 'tis open yet I teſtifie it to you in the Name of the Lord) whilſt he waites to be gracious, that ſo an entrance may be adminiſtred unto you, into the King­dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be [Page] glory, and power, and dominion everlaſting, who cometh in Clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which pierced him, and all Kindreds of the Earth ſhall wait be­cauſe of him, even ſo. Amen.
And ſo the Lord open your underſtandings in all things, and give you to ſee theſe things and what I have ſpoken. that it may never riſe up in Judgement againſt you, which cer­tainly it will, if you heed it not, and the day is neer; It is the Word of the Lord, and ſo I have finiſhed what I have to ſay unto you, in the Name of the Lord.
Thus far as to thoſe who hold Free Grace, or a Juſtification in Chriſt, though they are found ſinners, and being once choſen, ſuch as are ſo, can never be removed from that ſtate, who are called Antenomians. Have not I choſen you Twelve, and one of you is a Devil? He ſpake of Judas Iſcariot the Son of Simon, for he it was that ſhould betray him, being one of the Twelve, John 6. 70, 71. And, whilſt I was with them in the World, I kept them in thy Name, thoſe that thou gavest me, I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the Son of Perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, John 17. 12. And, they went out from us, for they were not of us, for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us, but they went out that [Page] they might be made manifeſt, that they were not all of us, 1 John 2. 19. And, there muſt be hereſies, that they which are approved, may be made manifeſt among you, 1 Cor. 11. 19. And ſo much for this particular.
Now as to thoſe who hold General Re­demption, or are ſo underſtood; I have ſome­thing alſo to ſay unto you in the Name of the Lord.
As the Lord hath not made man to de­ſtroy him, neither concluded any man from all Eternity to Destruction; as he hath not ſo made man, as that it is impoſſible for him to fall from the state in the which he was made: And as he hath not ſo choſen man ſince the fall, as that he can never be remo­ved from the ſtate unto which he was choſen; ſo, neither doth he ſo will the ſalvation of all, as that all are ſaved: This were to put by the work of Redemption; for if he ſo wil­led them all ſhould be ſaved, for who hath reſiſted his Will? And what need is there of ſuch a work of Redemption, if all by ſuch a willing as this (and ſuch of ſuch a willing as this m [...]ſt be the conſequence) are effectually ſaved? For (as I have ſaid) in his will there is Power, and who hath reſiſted his Will? And if his Will be not to be reſiſted, what need is there of a work, of ſuch a work as Redemption is, which coſt the Blood of the [Page] Son of God, and the Travail of his Soul, and which coſt the ſufferings of the Seed, the Seed which is Chriſt: Chriſt in you the hope of Glory. My little children, of whom I travail in birth a­gain till Chriſt be formed in you, Galath. 4. 13. And, I am crucified with Chriſt; nevertheleſſe I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the fleſh, is by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him­ſelf for me, Gal. 2. 19.) and the Travail there­of ere it be accompliſhed.
Now, what ſaith Chriſt Jeſus, [All] things are delivered me of my Father, and no man knoweth the Son but the Father, neither know­eth any man the Father ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him, Matth. 11. 25. And [All] things that the Father hath are mine, John 16. 15. And as the Fa­ther raiſeth up the Dead, and quickneth them, even ſo the Son quickneth whom [he] will, Joh. 5. 21. And this is the Fathers will that hath ſent me, that of [all] that he hath given me, I ſhould loſe [nothing,] but ſhould raiſe it up a­gain at the laſt day: And this is the [will] of [him] that ſent me, that every one that [ſeeth] the Son, and [believeth] on [him] may have [everlaſting] Life; and [I] will raiſe [him] up at the laſt day, John 6. 39, 40.
Where then is that thing of Salvation to all, or that all are ſaved, or that God will­eth [Page] the Salvation of all? This God willeth that all men come to the Son, (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt in them) that they may have life; that all men honor the Son, as they honour the Father; that they (and no others) that ſee the Son, and believe on him, ſhould have everlaſting life; and that he ſhould raiſe up ſuch at the laſt day; and that he ſhould looſe nothing of all that the Father hath given him, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day; that he ſhould quicken whom he will, unto whom all things are delivered him of his Father, whoſe are all things that are the Fathers; whom no man knoweth but the Father, nei­ther knoweth any man the Father but the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will Re­veal him.
Now here ſtands the caſe of all men in this particular, they muſt come to the Son (as I have ſaid) if they will be ſaved. Ye will not come to me (ſaid he to the Phariſees) that ye might have life, John 5. 39. All that the Fa­ther giveth me, ſhall come unto me; and he that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe cast out, John 6. 37. And he is able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, Heb. 7. 25.
So to him muſt all come that are ſaved, to that in men which ſhewes them where [Page] they are, the thoughts and intents of their hearts, and judges them. Come ſee a man which told me all things that ever I did, is not this the Chriſt? John 4. 29. This is the way to God, and no other; neither is their ſal­vation in any other; for there is none other Name under Heaven given among men, where­by we muſt be ſaved, Acts 4. 11. And they that are in him are new creatures; Old things are paſſed away, behold all things are become new (as afore) 2 Cor. 5. 17. And he is the Savi­our of the body, the Church, Epheſ. 5. 23. Who loved the Church; (the Church which is in God, 1 Theſ. 1. 1.) and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctifie and cleanſe it with the waſh­ing of water by the Word, (the Word which endures for ever, 1 Pet. 1. 25.) that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not ha­ving ſpot, or wrinckle, or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh, Verſ. 25. 26, 27.
So as through ſin and tranſgreſſion, and by reaſon thereof all men come to be defiled (for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glo­ry of God, Rom. 3. 23. And, all we like ſheep have gone astray▪ we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all, Iſa. 53. 6.) ſo muſt all men come to Chriſt Jeſus (that which re­proves ſin, that makes manifeſt tranſgreſſion [Page] in them the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things then that of Abel, Heb. 12. 24.) to have their Conſcience purged from dead works, to ſerve the living God, Heb. 9. 14.) I ſay, to have their Conſcience purged from dead works, (works that are not from the living Root, that are not from Faith; for ſhe that lives in pleaſure is dead whilſt ſhe lives, 1 Tim. 5. 6. And ſin is pleaſure, Ephraim is oppreſſed, and broken in judgement, becauſe he wil [...]ngly walked after the commandement, Hoſ. 5. 11) and he that ſinneth is carried a­way from that which manifeſts it. And you hath he quickened who were dead in Treſ­paſes and ſins, wherein in time paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this world, according to the Prince of the power of the Air, the Spi­rit that now worketh in the Children of Diſo­bedience. Among whom alſo we all had our converſation in times paſt in the luſts of our fleſh; fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind, and were by nature the children of Wrath even as others; but God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in ſins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt (by grace ye are ſaved) and hath raiſed us up togather, and made us ſit togather in Heavenly places, in Christ Jeſus, that in the ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs toward us, [Page] through Chriſt Jeſus. For by grace ye are ſa­ved through faith, and that not of your ſelves it is the gift of God. Not of works, leaſt any man ſhould boaſt, for we are his workman-ſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk in them. Wherefore remember that ye being in time paſſed Gentiles in the fleſh; who are called uncircumciſiion by that which is called the circumciſion in the fleſh made by hands, that at that time ye were without Chriſt, being Ali­ens from the Common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, ha­ving no hope, and without God in the World. But now in Chriſt Jeſus ye who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, for he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of Par­tition between us, having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the law of Commandements conteined in Ordinances for to make [in] him­ſelf of twain one new man ſo making peace, and that he might reconcile both unto God in one bo­dy by the Croſs, having [ſlain] the enmity thereby; and came and proached peace unto you which were a far off, and to them▪ which were nigh, for through him we both have an ac­ceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. Now there­fore ye are no more ſtrangers, and Forreyners, but fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the [Page] houſhold of God, and are built upon the Foun­dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone, [in] whom all the building fitly framed togather, groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. [In] whom ye alſo are builded togather for an habi­tation of God [through] the Spirit, Ephe­ſians 2.
So then here's the Matter, all muſt come to that in them which witneſſeth to God, to the Son, to be Purged, to be Purified, to be Waſhed, to be cleanſed, that they may be joyned to God again, from whom they are are gone through tranſgreſſion, and through tranſgreſſion are defiled; and this is the Will of God, and none are ſaved, but who come here, neither willeth God the Salvation of any, but of ſuch as come here; who come to the Son, to that which reproves, to that which makes manifeſt in them; the meaſure of him in every one, that which cleanſeth, that which purifies; that they may be fit veſ­ſels for the Maſters uſe, and be found to praiſe, and honour; and be Temples for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in. Know ye not that ye are the Temples of God, and that the Spi­rit of God dwelleth in you? If any man de­file the Temple of God him ſhall God deſtroy, for the Temple of God is holy, whoſe Tem­ple ye are, 1 Cor. 3. 16, 17. And what a­gremeent [Page] hath the Temple of God with Idols? For ye are the Temple of God, as God hath ſaith; I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my People. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you; and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 17, 18.
So a coming out there muſt be a being ſe­parate, or a ſeparation; a Not touching of the unclean thing (that which defiles there muſt be a ſeperation from: a coming out of it muſt not be touch't, and all ſin defiles, it muſt be come out of; ſeperated from, not touch't the unclean thing, ſin muſt not be touck't) ere the Lord ſaith. I will receive you, and be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons, and Daughters; A coming out from among them, there muſt be a ſeperation from ſuch, a Not touching of that which de­files, that which is unclean; ſin, the unclean thing, ere any becomes the Temple of God; for the Temple of God is Holy (ſaith he to the Saints who were waſhed, who were cleanſed; who once were as others, and ſuch were ſome of you, ſaith he, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are justified in the Name of Our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of Our [Page] God, 1 Cor. 6. 11.) whoſe Temple are ye, and if any man defile the Temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy; for ye are the Temple of God, as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. And, what agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols? as afore­ſaid. So no Temple of God, that is to ſay; No walking of God in any, no dwelling of God in any, no being the People of God; No being of God unto a People; no agreement. (Shall the Throne of Iniquity have fellowſhip with thee, which imagines miſchief by a Law? For thou art not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with thee: And, thou art of purer eyes then to behold evil, and canst not look on Iniquity) with Idols. Its the Word of the Lord.
And this is the Will of God, That every one come to the Son, to that in them which ſhews them evil, and obey it, and believe in it, that they may be purified, that they may feel the Power that ſanctifies, which is the Power of God to Salvation Chriſt Je­ſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, the Goſpel. I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Power of God unto Salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek; for there­in the Righteouſneſs of God is revealed from [Page] Faith to Faith, as it is Written, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith, Rom. 1. 16. And, of him are ye in Christ Jeſus, who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and San­ctification, and Redemption, that according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. 1. 30, 31.
So to the Power every one muſt come in them, to that which purifies, to that which cleanſes, to that which Sanctifies, the blood of ſprinkling which ſpeaketh better things then that of Abel; Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God; who of God is made unto Ʋs, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption, (ſaith the Apoſtle as aforeſaid) that he that glorieth may glory in the Lord. So he to whom Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, is made Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Redemption, he is made Sanctification, and they who of God are in him; he is made ſo unto them, and they that are not ſo, that are not made ſo of him, are not in him, it is the Word of the Lord; For they that are in him, are new Creatures (as I have of­ten ſaid, and do now again ſpeak by the Spirit of the Lord) Old things are paſſed away, behold, all things are become New. Now behold all things [are] made new; And this is the ſtate of Regeneration of a man in [Page] Chriſt Jeſus. And this is the Work of Chriſt in the World, to make all things new: Re­newed in Knowledge after the Image of him that created him, him that is the New man, that maketh new; Created in him unto good works, as he hath before ordained that we ſhould walk in them (ſaid the Apoſtle as a­foreſaid) and ſo we are his Workmanſhip; And this is his work to make all things new. And ſo it was with the Colloſſians, they had put off the Old man (ſeeing that ye have put off the Old man (ſaith he to them, Col. 3. 10. with his deeds) and had put on the New man, Which is renewed in Knowledge after the Image of him that created him (as hath been ſaid) v. 11.
So, People muſt be created again, muſt be renewed; muſt be put into another tem­per, into another mould, into another ſtock, into another nature, who are in the Tranſ­greſſion, they muſt be born again or they can never enter into the Kingdom of God. The Old muſt be marr'd, muſt be broken down, muſt be done away, muſt be put off; The Old man with his deeds, and the New man muſt be put on, ere Salvation can be witneſſed by Chriſt Jeſus, The Old building muſt be thrown down, and the New muſt be raiſed. Ye alſo as lively Stones are built up a Spiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood to offer up Spiritual [Page] ſacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. Ye are God Husbandrie, ye are Gods building. According to the Grace of God which is given unto me, as a wiſe Maſter builder I have laid the Foundation, and ano­ther buildeth thereon; but let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon, for other foun­dation can no man lay then that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. Now if any man build upon this Foundation, Gold, Silver, Precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble, every mans work ſhall be made manifeſt; For the Day ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every mans work of what ſort it is; If any mans work abide which he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward; If any mans work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs; but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you; If any man defile the Temple of God, him ſhall God de [...]troy, for the Temple of God is holy, whoſe Temple ye are, 1 Cor. 3. 9. to the 18. And, rooted, and built up in him, and stabliſhed in the Faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with Thanksgiving, Col. 2. 17. In whom all the building fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord, in whom ye are builded together for an Habitation of God through the Spirit, Epheſ. 2. 21, 22.
[Page]
Now the Temple of God is holy (as hath been ſaid) whoſe Temple ye are (ſaid the Apoſtle to the Saints) and Holineſs becomes thy Houſe for ever; and without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whore Mongers, and Murders, and Idolaters, and whoſoever loveth, and maketh a lie, Rev. 22. 15. And, there ſhall in no wiſe en­ter into it (the holy City) any thing that defi­leth neither whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are written in the Lambs book of life, Rev. 21. 27.
And theſe things he teſtifies, who is faith­ful and true, who is the Root and Off-ſpring of David, and the bright and morning Star. And, the Spirit and the Bride ſay come; and let him that heareth ſay come, and let him that is a thirſt come, and whoſoever will, let him take the Water of life freely. For this I teſtifie unto every man that heareth the Words of the Propheſie of this book, if any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall take his part out of the book of Life, and out of the Holy City, and from the things which are written in this book. He that teſtifies theſe thing, ſaith, ſurely I come quickly, Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus, Rev. 22. 17, 18, 19, 20.
And ſo unto all this I ſpeak in the Name of the Lord, and in the Power of God, that the hour is very nigh, wherein theſe things [Page] ſhall be proved ſo to be in the hearts of all, even of them that oppoſe themſelves; And then they will ſee that theſe things are ſo, and that they have been miſtaken otherwiſe to think, and that the Enemie was in it to deceive them, when they came to this great thing Christ Jeſus, the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God, that which reprov'd them, that which made manifeſt, which is in them, in which they ſhould have believed that ſo they might have felt his Power which redeems, which cleanſes, which purifies, which brings back to God again, which Moulds, which Forms, which I eavens all into its own lump, which works up all into himſelf; and makes holy as he is holy, and builds up all that ſo believe, and abide, and obey into an holy habitation of God through the Spirit, and ſo ſaves, which is the Will of God; This is the Will of God, even your Sanctifica­tion, that ye ſhould abſtain from Fornication, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 4. 3. And, by the wich Will ye are Sanctified, by the offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all, Heb. 10. 10. And, by one offering, he hath for ever perfected them that are Sanctified, Heb. 10. 14. And, both he that ſanctifieth, and they that are ſanctified, are of one, therefore he is not aſhamed to call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 11. And, being Sanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. [Page] 15. 16. And, to them that are Sanctified in Christ Jeſus, called to be Saints, 1 Cor. 1. 2.
Now, the Enemie hath turn'd people ano­ther way, and they have ſuffered it to be ſo, viz. To believe that they ſhall be ſaved, be­cauſe the Lord deſireth not the death of a ſinner; And ſo be they what they will, the Lord looks not to that, he is a free Agent, the Lord wills it, and they ſhall be ſaved; For in his will there is Power. And ſo people are deceived by Satan, the old deceiver, which deceiveth the whole World, whoſe time is neer, wherein he muſt be caſt out; therefore worketh he as he can to ſave him­ſelf from being caſt out, and in ſome after this sort, and in others after that, according as he can prevail with the underſtandings of any, and deceiving them, there lead them aſide. And ſo I have done with you alſo; For this is the Will of the Lord as to me in this thing, that I ſhould clear up this thing to the underſtandings of all, that all might have a living ſavour of theſe things in them­ſelves, and come out of that in which they have been led Captive, and the Enemie hath deceived them, that they may be his work­manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, as he hath before ordained, that we ſhould live in them who are the firſt fruits of his Spirit; who he is coming to trie, and to [Page] ſuffer the Enemie to come forth to trie, that ye may have a living ſence (I ſay) of theſe things in your ſelves (as many as to whom theſe things ſhall reach) and be drawn unto God, when you ſhall ſee us lifted up, and our conſtant abiding in our Teſtimony, and ſufferings, ſhall let y [...]u ſee that God is with us, and draw you to us. And, ſo (as I have ſaid) I have finiſhed what I have to ſay un­to you.
And laſtly, Neither hath he redeemed all ſince the fall, that were to give the lie; to what Chriſt ſaith; Strive to enter into the ſtrait Gate, for many I ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able; Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate, for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth unto deſtruction, and many there be that go in thereat; becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way that leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it, Luke 13. 14. And, fear not little Flock, it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Luke 12. 32. And, they are not all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael; Neither be­cauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, are they all children, for in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be cal­led; That is, they which are the children of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of God, but the children of the Promiſe are accounted for the ſeed; For this is the word of Promiſe. At [Page] this time will I come, and Sara ſhall have a Son, and not only this, but when Rebecca alſo had conceived, by one, even our Father Iſaac, (for the children being not yet born, neither having yet done any good or evil; that the purpoſe of God according to Election might ſtand not of works, but of him that calleth) it was ſaid unto her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, as it is written; Jacob have I loved, but E [...]au have I hated, Rom. 9. 6. to the 14. And, though thy people Iſrael be as the ſand of the Sea, yet a Remnant of them ſhall return, Iſa. 10. 22. And, when the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy Angels with him, then ſhall he ſit upon the Throne of his glory, and before him ſhall be gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a Shepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats, and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right hand, but the Goats on his left, Mat. 25. 21, 22, 23. And, without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers, and Murderers, and Idola­ters, and whoſoever loveth, and maketh a lie, Rev. 22. 15. And, there ſhall in no wiſe en­ter into it, any thing that defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie▪ but they which are written in the Lambs book of Life, Rev. 21. laſt. And, come hither, and I will ſhew unto thee the Judgement of the great Whore that ſitteth on many waters, with [Page] whom the Kings of the Earth have committed fornication, and the Inhabitants of the Earth, have been made drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, Rev. 17. 12. And, the beaſt that thou ſaweſt, was, and is not; and ſhall aſcend out of the bottomleſs Pit, and go into Perdition; And they that dwell on the Earth, ſhall wonder (whoſe Names are not written in the book of life, from the Foundation of the World) when they behold the beast which was, and is not, and yet is, v. 8. And, I ſaw the dead ſmall and great, ſtand before God, and the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of Life; and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were written in the books, according to their works, Rev. 20. 12. And, who will render to every man according to his deeds, to them who by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, E­ternal Life; but unto them that are contenti­ous, and do not obey the Truth, but obey Ʋn­righteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribu­lation and Anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, for there is no reſpect of perſons with God; For as many as have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh without law; and as many as have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law, for not the hearers of the Law, ſhall be [Page] juſtified before God, but the doers of the Law, but the doers of the Law, ſhall be juſtified, Rom. 2. 6. to the 14. And, to you who are troubled, reſt with us; when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his Mighty Angels in flaming fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Christ, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting destruction, from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his Power, when he ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and be admired in all them that believe, (be­cauſe our Teſtimony among you was received) in that day; Wherefore alſo, we pray alwayes for you, that our God will count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of Faith with Pow­er, that the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, to the grace of our God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Theſ. 1. 7. to the end. And, receiving the end of your Faith, is even the ſalvation of your Souls, 1 Pet. 1 7. And▪ it is God that worketh in you to will and to do, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. And, work out your Salvation with fear and trembling, v. 12. And, unto you firſt, God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſſe you, in turning away every one of you from his Iniquities, Acts 3. laſt. And, the Lord is my Portion, [Page] ſaith my ſoul, Lam. 3. 25. And, upon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire, and brim­ſtone, and a horrible tempeſt; this ſhall be the portiou of their cup, Pſal. 11. 6. And, theſe ſhall go into everlasting puniſhment, but the Righteous into Life Eternal, Mat. 25. 46. And the grace of God which bringeth Salvati­on, hath appeared unto all men, teaching us that denying ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent world; Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of that great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a Peculiar people, zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 11, 12, 13. And, ye are a choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who hath called you out of darkneſs to his mar­lous light, which in times paſt were not a people, but are now the People of God, which had not obtained Mercy, but now have obtained Mercy. Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as Strangers, and Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly lu [...]s, which war againſt the Soul; having your Converſation ho­neſt among the Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, they may by your good woorks which they ſhall behold; glo­rifie God in the day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. 2. 9, [Page] 10, 11, 12. And, their Conſciences alſo bear­ing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another, in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my Goſpel, Rom. 2. 15, 16. And, becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath Or­dained, whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men in that he hath raiſed him from the dead, Acts 17. 31. And, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and his Kingdom, 2 Tim. 4. 1. And, who ſhall give an account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead; who only hath Immorta­lity, dwelling in the light which no man can ap­proach unto, whom no man hath ſeen or can ſee; to whom be Honour, and Power everlaſting, Amen, 2 Pet. 3. 5. 1 Tim. 6. 17. Who is, The Judge of all, Heb. 12. 23. The Media­tor of the New Covenant, v. 24. of a better Covenant, Heb. 6. which was eſtabliſhed on bet­ter promiſes, for if that firſt Covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould no place have been ſought for the ſecond, but finding fault with the firſt, he ſaith, Behold the day is come, (ſaith the Lord) when I will make a New Co­venant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Houſe of Judah, not according to the Covenant that I made with their father in the day that I took [Page] them by the Hand, to lead them out of the land of Aegypt, &c. But this is the Covenant, &c. that I will put my Laws into their minds, and write them in their hearts, &c. He that ſpeaketh from Heaven, v. 29. The Lord from Heaven, 1 Cor. 15. 26. The blood of ſprink­ling, that ſpeaketh better things then that of Abel, whoſe voice then ſhook the earth, but now he hath promiſed, ſaying, yet once more I ſhake not the earth only, but alſo Heaven, and this Word yet once more ſignifieth the removing of thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of things that are made, that thoſe things that cannot be ſha­ken, may remain; wherefore we receiving a Kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may ſerve God acceptably with reverence, and Godly fear: For our God is a conſuming fire, verſ. 26, 27, 28, 29.
So then the Way that leads to Life being ſtrait & narrow, and few there being that find it, or walk therein; and his Flock being a lit­tle flock, to whom it is the Fathers pleaſure to give the Kingdom; And thoſe of Iſrael that ſhall return, being but a Remnant; and ſee­ing that without are the Doggs, and Sorce­rers, and Whoremongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters, and whoſoever loveth, and maketh a lie; and, theſe ſhall go into everlasting pu­niſhment, but the Righteous into Life eternal; it follows, that all are not redeemed, for [Page] though his life be given a ranſom for all, that whoſoever cometh unto him may have Life, and ye will not come unto me that ye may have Life, yet all are not redeemed, all are not Ranſomed, all enter not into Life, all are not ſaved; and the Reaſon is plain, be­cauſe all come not to him who is the Ordi­nance of God to Salvati [...]n, which is Chriſt in them the Hope of glory, the Miſtery hid from ages and generations, but now made mani­feſt to his Saints, the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, that which witneſſes, that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt in them; and ſo they are not ſaved, they are not redeemed, they are not ranſomed, they are not delivered; for how can it be that they ſhould be delivered, ranſomed, redeem­ed, ſaved, who come not to him, though he be in them (a meaſure of him in every one that which reproves, that whick makes ma­nifeſt; that which ſhews a man all that ever he hath done, that ſearcheth the heart, that trieth the reins, is not this the Chriſt?) nor believe in him, and ſo lay not hold of him to deliver them from death, to ranſom them from the Power of the grave, to redeem them from deſtruction, to ſave them from wrath to come? Nor obey him, who ſhews them wrath, and deſtruction, and the grave, and death? For he became the Author of E­ternal [Page] Salvation to all them that obeyed him, Heb. 5. 9. And, as many as received him to them, gave he Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe in his Name, John 1. 12. And, Fight the good fight of Faith, lay hold on Eeernal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 12. And, ye will not come to me that ye might have Life, ſaid he to the Phariſees, as aforeſaid, John 5. 40.
Now if people believe not on him (that of him in them that witneſs to God) if they obey him not; if they do not receive him (who ſtands at the door and knocks (that which witneſſes, that which moves to God, the Voice of Wiſdom which cryeth without, which ut­tereth her voice in the ſtreets, which cryeth in the chief places of concourſe, in the open­ing of the gates, which uttereth her words in the City) ſaying, How long ye ſimple Ones will ye love ſimplicity, and the ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at my reproof, behold I will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make known my words unto you) becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof; I alſo will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh, when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction as cometh a [Page] whirl wind, when distreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you; then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me, for that they hated knowledge, and did not choſe the fear of the Lord, they would none of my counſel, they de­ſpiſed all my reproof, therefore ſhall they eat of the Fruit of their way, and be filled with their own devices, for the turning away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them, and the properity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them, but who ſo hearkeneth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from the fear of evil, Prov. 1. 20. to the end,) If they lay not hold on him; if they come not to him; how can they know his power? how can he be to them the Author of eternal Sal­vation? and this is manifeſt.
Now if any man ſay in the words of the Apoſtle, as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. And, who gave himſelf a ranſon for all to be teſtified in due ſeaſon, 1 Tim. 2. 6. And, God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlasting life; for God ſent not his Son into the world, to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be ſaved, John 3. 16, 17.
I Anſwer, that was not the end of the Lord in ſending of his Son into the world to [Page] condemn the world (as I have ſhewed at large before) but that the world through him might be ſaved; as are the words of Christ, as afore­ſaid, but it is [through] him; ſo that if peo­ple come not to him, nor believe on him, nor receive him, nor are in him, how can they [through] him be ſaved? for that which comes through, muſt come to, and be in, or it can never come through; there is no Salvation but through Chriſt Jeſus; and as in Adam all die, even ſo [in] Chriſt ſhall all be made alive; but it is [in] Chriſt, and that which believes not on him, is not in him; and that which is not [in] him, can­not be made alive by him, and he gave him­ſelf a ranſom for all; but if all will not come to him who ranſometh; he doth not become a ranſom for all. And ſo I have finiſhed what I have alſo to ſay unto you in the Name of the Lord, whoſe word it is; of whom I am moved to write unto you alſo, that you may ſee (who are here) how the caſe ſtands with you, for I bear you Record there is a zeal in many of you as to God, but you are miſtaken as to the main thing on which Sal­vation dependeth; and by which you muſt come (if ever it be ſo) to be ſaved: For, If ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your ſins, (ſaid he to the Phariſes) John 8. 24. and if ye belive not in that which wit­neſſeth [Page] unto God in you; which reproves you, which checks you for evil; which judgeth it, If ye believe not that this is he, the meaſure of him in you, he who is the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God, you will die in your ſins; all your Notions will not ſave you, how strong ſo ever in your Imaginations; they will come ſhort of the Power, which is the Power of God to Salvation; and this you will find in the day of the Lord, wherein this ſhall be witneſſed, and you ſhall witneſs unto me in that day (as many as ſo abide) that my teſtimony is true. For, the Lord hath ſpo­ken to me, and his Word is in my mouth; and he hath ſaid unto me what I ſhall ſay, and I have ſpoken what he hath ſaid. If you believe not that that is he which wit­neſſes to God, which reproves, which judges, which makes manifeſt evil in you, you ſhall die in your ſins; It is the Word of the Lord.
Therefore dream not of any other Je­ſus to ſave from wrath to come, to deli­ver you, then he in you (who alſo is with­out you) that ſhews you when you do amiſs, that reproves you, that judges you for evil, for this is the Judge of all, the Man Chriſt Jeſus.
And ſo I am clear of you alſo in the pre­ſence of the Lord, who hath moved me to [Page] write thus to you, and to take the ſtumbling blocks out of your way alſo that you may ſee, and be ſaved, for the day is near wherein you alſo will be concluded with the God whom you ſerve; for the Lord is no reſpecter of Perſons, but in every Nation, and among every peo­ple, he that feareth God, and worketh righ­teouſneſs is accepted of him, and the proud he beholdeth a far off; and 'tis not ſaying, Lord, Lord, Open to us; have we not prayed, have we not propheſied, and in thy Name caſt out Devils? have we not eat, and drank in thy preſence, and haſt thou not taught in our streets? will ſuffice when he ſhall ſay, Depart from me, I know ye not ye workers of Iniquity.
So deceive not your ſelves; God is not mocked, as men ſow, ſo ſhall they reap; if you ſow unto the fleſh, of the fleſh ye ſhall reap corruption, and if you ſow unto the Spi­rit, of the Spirit you will reap Life; and take heed how you be miſtaken in a thing of this nature, which hath that weight, leaſt ye periſh for ever. The Lord is not willing you ſhould die, but rather that you turn unto that in you which is of him, which is near you in your mouth, and your heart; and o­bey it, and believe in it, that ye may know his vertue who redeems; and that ſo ye may be redeemed, leaſt whilſt ye hold forth a Notion to all of the Redemption of all you [Page] come ſhort of it in your own Particulars, and ſo be caſt out with the fearful, and the un­believing, and the abominable, and Murderers, and Whore-mongers, and Sorcerers, and Ido­laters, and all Lyers into the Lake that burn­eth with Fire and Brimſtone which is the ſe­cond death.
The Bowels of the Lord are to you, becauſe the fear of him hath been before many of you, and there is that in you that truly deſires after him, though you yet know him not; therefore hath he moved me to write that you may know him after whom you deſire, that Salvation may be the Portion, of your Cup and your Lot for ever. If you hear it will be well for you, if you will not; the stone that is refuſed of the Builders, is made the Head of the Corner, and a Rock of Offence it will be, and a Stone of ſtumbling, till you be bro­ken to pieces, and your dayes be cut off from the earth, and in darkneſs which is everlaſt­ing you languiſh for ever.
For the Lord will not alwayes wait on man, nor his Spirit ſtrive. A day of con­cluſion there will be, as there hath been a day of beginning, and the hour of your viſita­tion being over in what caſe are you, when no offering can be accepted for you, who have refuſed him, who ſpeaks from Heaven, and rejected the Son of God, made manifeſt [Page] in your mortal fleſh to redeem you to God, and ſo farewel; I have done with you alſo; in the movings of the Lord; and to thoſe who remain, I muſt yet proceed to ſpeak, becauſe time is ſhort; and this lay upon me to write to you all, that all may be warned, and that the ſtumbling blocks may be taken out of the way of all, and that all may be left without excuſe, becauſe the Day is nere wherein all muſt witneſs what I have ſaid, either to their everlaſting wo, or to Life eternal, and how­ever you may think of theſe things, yet ſo it will be, and the time is near. Our God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep ſilence; A fire ſhall devour before him, and it ſhall be very tempe­ſtuous round about him; he ſhall call to the hea­vens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his People; and the Heavens ſhall declare his righteouſneſs, for God is Judge himſelf. Selah, Pſal. 50. 3, 4, 6.
So let all be warned, that all may be left without excuſe; for there is a day (as I have ſaid, and it ſtill preſſeth upon me to ſpeak the ſame thing from the Spirit of the Lord; and to repeat it often, that ſo you may hear ere it be too late) I ſay, there is a day very near, wherein you will witneſs this to be true to whom this ſhall come, and becauſe the day is very near; therefore hath the Lord laid it upon me, to ſpeak  [...]t often, that you may [Page] hear ere it be too late, for hours of viſitation have been, and to many people long, and to you it hath been ſo, but it is near an end, and O tis but a very little time, and you will find it ſo who ſhall not be gathered to the Lord, after all his ſeeking you, wherein you ſhall be concluded with the God whom you ſerve, and this unto you all is the Word of the Lord, who hath long ſought to gather you, who yet ſeeks you; who will not ſeek you alwayes, who are not gathered to him, who will be glorified in what he ſhall do unto you who are not gathered unto him in the day wherein he ſhall render unto every man according to his deeds.
And this is no jeſting matter you will find it ſo who yet ſhall be hardned, who yet ſhall refuſe to hear; who yet are diſobedient, who yet are rebellouſly, who yet will not hear, who yet harden your hearts, who yet ſet your faces as a flint, who will not re­turn, who are proud, and high minded, and diſobedient, and unthank-ful, and unholy; and who ſmite your fellow Servants, and do eat and drink with the drunken, and ſay your Lord delayes his coming. The Lord will come upon you in a day that you think not of it, and in an hour of which you are not a­ware, and cut you aſſunder, and give you your portion with Hypocr [...]tes and Sinners. [Page] It is the Word of the Lord, there will be no dallying, you will find it ſo when your day is over, no jeſting, no ſporting, no living in pleaſures, no having to morrow as to day, and much more abundant, as your thoughts of pleaſures leads you to imagine; thoſe things will have an end, when your day is over, and when he that hath ſought you, comes to be your Judge, even that which witneſſes in you, which is privy to all your actions, the thoughts, and intents of your hearts, who hath lain down with you, and roſe with you, and hath ſuffered, and knows all the bowels of the Lord to you, and his ſeeking of you, and is witneſs how you have neglected, and ſlighted, and choſe his and your enemy, and how you have had a name that you were alive, and others have thought you to be ſo, and you have ſaid ſo of your ſelves, but yet are dead. The bowels of the Lord God Eternal yet move in me to you, who would not have you die, but rather that ye may return, and live, and be gathered with his choſen into his everlaſt­ing reſt, where is fulneſs of joy, and plea­ſure for evermore. And ſo I have done with you alſo in the Word of the Lord, and ſo I ſhall proceed.
Neither is it ſo in the will of man, that if he will he ſhall be ſaved, and if he will, he ſhall be damned. That were to overturn [Page] the Foundation of God, which ſtandeth ſure, having this Seal, the Lord knoweth who are his; but in a great  [...]ouſe, there are not on­ly Veſſels of Gold, and of Silver, but alſo of Wood, and of Earth, and ſome to Honour, and ſome to Diſhonour, 2 Tim. 2. 19. And, my Sheep hear my Voice and I know them, and they follow me, and I give unto them E­ternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck them out of my hand; my Father that gave them me is greater then all, and no man is able to pluck them out of my hand; I, and my Father are one, John. 27. 29, 30. And, thoſe that thou gaveſt me, I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the Son of Perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfiled, John 17. 12. And, Not that we are ſuffici­ent of our ſelves, to think any thing as of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. 3. 5. And, ſo then it is not of him that wil­leth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy; For the Scriptures ſaith unto Pharaoh, even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my Power in thee; and that my Name might be declared throughout all the Earth, therefore hath he mercy, on whom he will have mercy; and whom he will he hardeneth, Rom. 9. 16, 17, 18. And, the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the Wiſe, that they are Vanity, Pſal. 9. 4. 11. And, [Page] O Lord, I know the way of man is not in him­ſelf, it is not in him that walketh, to di­rect his ſteps, Jer. 10. 33. And, God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was very great in the Earth; and that the Imagination of the thought of his heart was only evil, and that continually, Gen. 6. 5. And, can the Ethi­opean change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpot? Then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed do evil, Jer. 13. 23. And, work out your own ſalvation, with Fear and Trembling; For it is God that worketh in you, to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12.
So Friends, ye who are called by the name of Free-willers, you ſee how the mat­ter lies, and how Inconſiſtant to the Scrip­tures of Truth, and of the Life which gave it forth; Your Poſition is, who think to fathom God with your own Line, and reach to him who is Immortal with that which pe­riſhes; and becauſe you cannot make it out, or underſtand in your dark, and narrow thoughts how it can be otherwiſe, you limit the Lord, and make him ſuch a one as your ſelves, or as your narrow, dark, and Sha­low thoughts can apprehend of him, who is unfathomable: whoſe way is in the Sea, and his footſteps in the mighty Waters; who declareth unto man his thought, and there­fore the thought of man, or that which pro­ceedeth [Page] from the will of man cannot com­prehend God nor know what he is, or how he worketh, or the reaſon of his working, who is unſearchable. How unſearchful are his Judgements, and his wayes past finding out? O the depth of the riches, both of the Wiſdom, and the Knowledge of God! For who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his Councellor? Or who hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed to him again? For of him, and through him, and to him are all things, to whom be glory for ever, Amen; ſaid the Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 33, 34, 35, 36.
Now, becauſe you cannot reach the depth of his Counſel, nor find him out, and the reaſon of his working, who is unſearchable, who are in the fall; You think that your will in the fall, is the ground of his work­ing, who being in the fall, can think of nothing higher then your ſelves; For though God is above, and you think, and ſpeak of God as you think, yet you underſtand God no more in the mind that is in the fall, then the fall can underſtand him; Whom even the natural man cannot know, nor the things of him, for they are fooliſhneſs to him, nor can he know them, for they are ſpiritually deſcerned, as the Apoſtle teſtifies, 1 Cor. 3. 14.
And think not this ſtrange that I ſay unto [Page] you; For a man can ſee no further, nor o­therwiſe then is the principle in which he is, and by which he ſees. All wiſemen (I ſup­poſe) will grant me this; Now you being in the fall, and your principle being that which rules in the fall, which is the principle of dark­neſs, which never knew him, nor ſaw him, nor can comprehend him, who is Light; and the light ſhined in the darkneſs (here's the two Principles) and the darkneſs com­prehended it not, ſaith John, Chap. 1. 5.) How can you comprehend him? How can ye think of him above, or further, or other­wiſe then that in which you are, which knows him not, nor hath ſeen him; and ſo ſee how you are befooled in the point, by the Prince of darkneſs, who leads you to lay your dark, unstable, tottering wills, which are very vanity, led about by the Prince of the Air, who worketh mightily in the chil­dren of diſobedience; and ſuch were ſome of you, (ſaid the Apoſtle to the Saints, 1 Cor. 6. 11▪ But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti­fied in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God) as the ground of his Foun­dation, which remaineth ſure as aforeſaid, but yours in the duſt, and as a thing of nought; For who ſhall ſay unto him, what doeſt thou? And yet if you will ſo, it ſhall be ſo, and if you will not ſo, it ſhall not be ſo, ſaith your [Page] Opinion, who think of God, as your ſelves, who think him ſuch a one as your ſelves; Nay, you place your broken wills, higher then his, and as the foundation of his; for if your will ſay, you ſhall be damned, and ſo to liberty you go, and take your ſwinge as you pleaſe; where's the Will of God (I ſpeak as to men, and after the manner of men; and with Reverence unto God as the thing ſpeaks) which the Apoſtle ſaith to the Saints, is your ſanctification. This is the Will of God even your ſanctification, that you ſhould abſtain from Fornication, 1 Theſ. 4. 3. Nay, ſaith your Opinion, we will be unholy; we will be profane, we will be unclean; If we ſhall be ſaved, we ſhall be ſaved, and if we ſhall be damned, we ſhall be damned; We have time enough, and if we will turn to the Lord, we ſhall turn, and it will be well e­nough, as if the matter lay there, and the whole ſtreſs of the Salvation of man, and his Reprobation ſtood in the will of man.
But, Friends, you muſt conſider, that though the Lord hath given man an under­ſtanding to know him who is true, and this underſtanding is that of him in you, which gives you to know him who is true, and which leads into him, who is true, this is true God, and Eternal Life; Yet if you are not turned to this, if you are not guided by [Page] this, if by this you are not led, you cannot turn to God; Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpot? Then may ye alſo do good, that are accustomed to do evil, Jer. 13. 23. as aforeſaid. So, this muſt draw you, this muſt lead you, to the voice of this you muſt hearken where the Power of God is, which is the Power of God; whoſe verie voice is Power, which ſhakes the Wil­derneſs, the Wilderneſs of Kadeſh (the voice of the Lord, that which calleth on you to re­turn, doth it,) It maketh the Hinds to calve, and diſcovereth the Forreſts, and divideth the flames of fire, and breaketh the Cedars of Lebanon, and maketh them to skip like a Calf, Lebanon and Shirion like a Young Ʋni­corn, which is powerful, and full of Majeſtie, Pſ. 29. That ſo you may be turned unto God.
So then, It is not in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth, but in God that ſheweth mercie; whoſe kindneſs it is that hath placed ſomething of himſelf in you, to call upon you, to ſhew you your Enemy, to lead you unto himſelf, which is of ſuch power that it ſpeaketh through the strength of darkneſs, and you hear it; that which reproves you, that which judges you for evil, that which ſhews you the verie appearance of evil, and tells you what you ſhould do, which all the ſtrength of darkneſs cannot hinder, if it [Page] could, you ſhould never hear it ſpeak, which judges darkneſs. Now this is the Viſitation of the Lord, this is his long-ſuffering, this is that which ſeeks to gather, this is that which would have the death of none of you, this deſireth not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he may return and live; And in this is Power (as I have ſaid) it is the Power of God, Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the the Power of God, which is that which muſt turn you, if ever you be turned to God, which calls upon you to turn, which God hath placed in you to call upon you, and to turn you unto God; So it is not in him that willeth, (as I have ſaid) nor in him that runneth, but it is God that ſheweth mercie; and this is the Viſitation of his love (as hath been ſaid) that you may be gathered, that you may be ſaved, that you may be turned; He never put it otherwiſe, not in your wills, nor never laid he the ſtreſs there, but that you ſhould hearken to that of him in you, which knows, and ſpeaks, and doth his will, which lies in his boſome, which is the Son of his boſome, in whom he hath ordained Eternal life, and to all that come to, believe on, and abide in him.
So here's the thing at which you have ſtum­bled ſo long, which you would know, but have not known it, becauſe you have not [Page] known, nor come to, nor believed in that by which you might know it, which is that which witneſſeſs, and ſo have not known the Power of God, which delivers, which ſaves, in which is the Way to Life, which is the Way to Life, in whom the Lord is well pleaſ­ed; that in you, that calls upon you to turn, not your Wills to turn, is the Power of God, and the Way to Life; We Preach no ſuch Do­ctrine, but we lead every man to the Power of God, that which calls on man to turn and live, that ſo he may turn and live; Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned; Renew our dayes as of old, Lam. 5. 21. So then it is not in the will of man, but in the good will of him that ſpeaks in man, in which is the power to turn him to God, as he joyns to this, as he comes to this, as he is governed by this; and this unto you all is the Word of the Lord.
For though the deſtruction of Iſrael is of himſelf, yet in the Lord is his help; here's the help, the help laid on him that is Mighty, the Power of God in you, which is that which witneſſes; not in the Will of man, there's the miſtake; for man cannot Will to God in the state in the fall, We are not ſufficient of our ſelves, to think any thing as of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, ſaid the Apoſtle as aforeſaid; and were it not that the Lord firſt touched man, that of him in [Page] him which lies in death, and by reaſon of the fall is buried in the Grave; ſo that it cannot move to God; man never would look after God, nor know the ſtate in the which he is; for the enemy having him, and holding him, and compaſſing him about, would never ſuf­fer him ſo to ſee, nor ſo to understand; Now herein is the love of God manifeſt, and his great loving kindneſs; that when man whom he made upright, and in his Image, and breathed into him the Breath of Life, and he became a living Soul, turned away from the Lord, and from that in which he was made, (which kept, and would have preſerved him, had he kept to it) and let in the enemy, and ſo death came over him in the Tranſgreſſion, over that in which he was made, that it mo­ved not, but lay as dead; Free among the dead like the ſlain that lie in the grave, whom thou remembreſt no more, and they are cut off from thy hand, Pſal. 88. 6. I ſay that the Lord ſhould then viſit man, and reach to that of himſelf in man which lay in the grave, free among the dead, like the ſlain that lie in the grave, and ſo give man to ſee the ſtate in the which he is, and his enemy, and to cauſe a moving after God, a Will to God, this is the Lords great loving kindneſs, and his free mercy; and this the Apoſtle reckoned when he caſt up the ſum, and minded the great [Page] love of God to man in this ſtate. In this (ſaith he as hath been ſaid) was manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him; Herein is the love [not] that [we] [loved] God, but that [he] loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our ſins, 1 John 4. 9, 10. And, when we were yet without ſtrength in due time, Chriſt died for the ungodly, Rom. 5. 6.
So then man cannot move to God, unleſs God reach him, that of him in him that lies in death by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion, and quick­en him; then it moves to God again, not that we loved God; ſee in what state the will of man is in the fall, where all men are found, when God comes to them; when God viſits them, when he ſpeaks to them, when his voice reacheth them that ſhaketh the Wilder­neſs; when that moves in them which ſhews them ſin and evil, and judges it; not that we loved God (ſaith he) before whilſt we were in this ſtate, the ſtate in the fall we loved not God; before God reached to that of himſelf in us that lay in death. Free among the dead, like the ſlain that lie in the grave, whom thou remembrest no more (ſaith he alſo as aforeſaid) but he loved us, and ſent his Son (that of himſelf in us) to be a propitiation (an atone­ment) for our ſin; and herein is love, and in [Page] this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. We, who were dead in treſpaſſes, and ſins, who were without ſence or feeling of God, over whom death was gotten, who had no mind, nor will to God, nor moving to him; who could never have moved to him, nor minded nor willed him in the ſtate in which we were in the fall, in the Tranſgreſſion, when we were from that of him, which gives the ſence and feeling of him, and willing to and moving after him, becauſe of death, which was got between us, and that of him in which we were made, from which we fell, which came under by reaſon of Death, by reaſon of the fall; and ſo were at that time without Chriſt; Aliens from the Common­wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers from the covenants of Promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the World, that we who were in this ſtate might live through him, through that which ſpeaks in us, which in us moves to God.
So that it is not in the will of man in the fall (for ſo man as to this particular, is to be con­ſidered, for that which reſtores him, & brings him to God is another thing, & being brought to God is another ſtate, of which I ſpeak not now; but of the ſtate in which man is be­fore he is brought thither) I ſay, it is not [Page] in the Will of man; conſidered in the fall, to will to God, or to move to him (that which moves him to God, and makes him will to God is another thing, as I have ſhewed) and there being no will in man as to God in this ſtate wherein every man is found, when God comes to him (as hath been inſtanced) where then is free will; or the freedom of his will to God? for where there is no ſuch thing as a thing, there cannot be ſaid to be the free­dom of ſuch a thing; becauſe there is a non entity; (as I may ſo ſpeak, if ſo be it be pro­per ſo to ſpeak, and yet how ſhall I otherwiſe ſpeak to give a demonſtration of the thing of which I ſpeak) there is no ſuch thing in being, of which the freedom, or the freedom of which is pretended; there is no ſuch thing in being, therefore there cannot be ſaid to be the freedom of ſuch a thing. For (again) of his [own] will, begat he us, with the Word of Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt fruits of his Creatures, ſaith the Apoſtle, Jam. 1. 18. Of his own will, then it is not of man's will that man is begotten to God; that he is de­livered for two wills cannot conſiſt in this Particular, no more can it conſiſt, then two Fathers in the Generation of man, or for a man to beget himſelf, which is incongruous to Nature to ſay, as it is to reaſon to think it, and it being not of man's wil, then man hath [Page] no freedom of will to be begotten to beget himſelf to God.
And this is manifeſt, for it is by the Word, or with the Word of Truth too, that he is begotten to God. So man hath nothing to do in the matter of his own will, With the Word of Truth hath he begotten us; the Word of Truth, the Word nigh in the mouth, and in the heart, the Word of Faith which we preach; (ſaid the Apoſtle.) The Word of the Lord which endures for ever, and this is the Word which by the Goſpel is Preached unto you, ſaith Peter, 1 Epiſt. 1. 25. The Word which is quick and powerful, and ſharper then any two edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing aſ­ſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the Joynts and Marrow, and is a diſcerner of the Thoughts and intents of the heart; neither is there any Creature that is not manifeſt in his ſight, but all things are naked, and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 12, 13. So it is by this Word, the Word of Truth, the Word of God, the Word nigh in the mouth, and in the heart, that calls upon man, that ſpeaks to man to turn unto the Lord, that we are begotten of his own will, and with the Word of Truth; this is first, that which calls on man to turn unto the Lord, is that which begets; and that which begets (you know) is firſt, and if it begets, (you know in Na­ture) [Page] it is another thing, a ſeed of its own, each Body its own Seed, the Seed of God; that's his Seed that's of him, which begets his own will, ſomething of himſelf, with the Word of Truth, that which calls on man, which is not man, nor of the will of man, but of God, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the Will of man, but of God, John 1. 13. And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father full of Grace, and Truth, v. 14. And ſo man hath nothing to do in this thing; the firſt moving, and riſe, and ſtep to this thing, is the Will of God with the Word of Truth; that which witneſſeth, ſomething that is not of man, nor the will of man, nor of the fleſh, though it be in man that begets to God; This reacheth to it's own, that lies in death by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion, that's got between, and quickens it to God; then that moving in man turns him to God. So the firſt, and the laſt, the beginning and the ending, the whole of the work of Regeneration, of begetting man to God, is the Lord; his Will his Word of Truth, his Power, his Arm, that of him in man, being reached by his Omnipotent Power, which lies in death by reaſon of the fall, that in which man was made, being reached again thorough death, moves to God; [Page] and as this is abided in, and kept to, it works out the old man, the old nature; and brings forth the Image of God in man again, that which man was made in at firſt, and cauſeth it to reign over all for ever.
And here's the Redemption, and here's the Restauration, the bringing man back again to God from whence he is gone, the beginning, and the finiſhing; Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the day of Jeſus Christ, Phil. 1. 6. He that begins, he per­forms it; Here' [...] no ſecond, here's not ano­ther, here's not man in the beginning, and God in the end; man willing, and then God working, but God working both to will, and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. Looking unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, Heb. 12. 2. Looking to Jeſus, Jeſus the Author, Jeſus the Finiſher; looking to him, who is the Author, who is the Finiſher, wher's room then for the will of man; Jeſus begins, the Word of Truth, that which ſpeaks, that which witneſſes, that which calls, this be­gets, the beginning; the ending this as it is heeded, and abided in, finiſhes; he that be­gins, his own will with the Word of Truth, performs, forms through, finiſhes. The Alpha, and Omega, the beginning, and ending, I am ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, [Page] and which is to come, the Almighty, Rev. 1. 8. The Alpha, the Omega; he that first made remakes, he that made man in his Image, renews man into his Image, or renews his I­mage in man; he from whom man is gone, brings man to God again; he that made him at firſt in his Image,  [...]eaching to his Image (that of him in man in which man was made from which man is fallen, which witneſſes to God) raiſeth it up; and this begets man un­to God, or a will in man to turn unto the Lord; or, is the will, or the mind that turns unto the Lord; Of his own will begat he us with the Word of Truth, as aforeſaid; and this performs, this finiſhes, as it is abided in, and no other.
So that were it not for his Seed, for that in which man was made; the Breath of Life which God breathed into man, and man be­came a living Soul; which ſuffers and lies un­der by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion which is over man in the fall, and hath the poſſeſſion of him, were it not that God viſiteth or reacheth to this his Seed in man, in which man was made which ſo lies under, and ſuffers in man by reaſon of Tranſgreſſion, and ſo cauſeth it to ſpring through man again, man would never think of God, or move to him, which Seed the Lord reaching, and viſiting in man with the day ſpring from on high, ſhews man where [Page] he is, and what hath him in poſſeſſion, and where he hath been, and ſo begets it's own Mind, and Will, and Image in man, and brings him to the Lord. Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Iſrael have deeply revolted, Iſa. 31. 6. and man heeding it, is turned un­to the Lord, and abiding in it, is preſerved unto God. Here's the beginning, and the end­ing, and the whole ſum of this matter, and the ground of the mistake that is in men concern­ing it, which I have opened for the ſatisfa­ction of the ſimple in the movings of the Lord, becauſe the time is nere wherein theſe things will be ſeen as they are, when it will be too late, and men will be concluded with the God whom they ſerve.
So the bowels of the Lord have moved in me to you wards, that your eyes may be o­pen, and that you may ſee this great myſte­ry, which hath been hid from ages and gene­rations, but is now made manifeſt to his Saints, which is Chriſt in you the Hope of glo­ry, and that you may not place the will of man to be it, and ſo miſtake in this thing of weight unto all eternity. And ſo I am clear of you alſo in the ſight of the Lord, who hath moved me to write, and which I have writ­ten in his Counſel, and as I have received of him whoſe word it is; and which ſhall be fulfilled, and your eyes ſhall ſee it, and in [Page] that day I ſhall be witneſſed in you (to whom this ſhall come) by that which witneſſes to God for ever, and ever, and your judgement will be juſt; you that do not hear, who will not obey, who will not ſee, who will not hear, who ſtop your ears as the the deafe Adder, refuſing to hear the voice of the Charmer charm, he never ſo wiſely. The day (I ſay) is near wherein theſe things you will ſee, and witneſs wherein it will be too late. There­fore you alſo, Give glory to the Lord your God before he cauſe darkneſs, and before your feet stumble on the dark mountains, and while ye look for light, he turn it into the ſhaddow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs, Jer. 13. 16. My Bowels are turned within me for you, that ſo you may not be miſtaken, and undone for e­ver.
For this know that the Lord's Spirit will not alwayes ſtrive with you, nor will he al­wayes have mercy, for if he ſtill call, and you refuſe, and the day of your viſitation paſs over, you will alſo be concluded with the God whom you ſerve. Then ſhall I be a good ſa­vour unto the Lord, and my reward ſhall be with him when he ſhall render unto you ac­cording to your deeds.
And ſo I ſhall proceed to what I have fur­ther to ſay in this weighty matter, as I am moved of the Lord.
[Page]
I ſay as before, God made not man to de­ſtroy him, neither hath he concluded any man from all eternity to deſtruction; neither hath he ſo made man, as that it is impoſſible for him to fall from the ſtate in the which he was made; neither hath he ſo choſen man ſince the fall, as that he can never be remo­ved from the ſtate unto which he was cho­ſen. Neither doth he ſo will the Salvation of all, as that all are ſaved; neither hath he redeemed all ſince the fall; neither is it ſo in the will of man, that if he will he ſhall be ſaved, and if he will he ſhall be damned; that were to do as hath been ſaid, and pro­ved at large, as to the Particular of each in their Place and Order; but this the Lord hath done; He made man upright (as hath been ſaid) after the Image of God made he man in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs; but man hath found out many Inventions, and hath let in the enemy, and is wrought into his I­mage, who hath ſought to deſtroy him, and is gone aſtray from him who made him, who made him not to deſtroy him (as hath been again, and again ſaid) and hath not been guided by his Counſel, and would have none of his reproof, who found him out after he had ſinned, and ſhewed him what he had done, neither would he turn, and live, but turned to his own way, and followed the [Page] direction of his own Path's, and his way turn­ed unto Hell, and his Path's unto deſtructi­on; ſo that there is none (in this ſtate) that doth good, no not one; They [all] are gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy, their fooliſh heart was darkned, deſtruction, and mi­ſery is in their wayes, and the Way of Peace they have not known; and according to the Prince of this world have they walked, after the courſe of this World, according to the power of the Prince of the Air, the Spirit that now worketh in the children of diſobedince, which is the Spirit of Reprobation, which hath no ſence or feeling of God, which God hath ſhut out, or Reprobated from his Preſence to all eternity, which hath neither ſeen him, nor known him, nor ſhall ever come to feel his Life, nor ſhall any that are joyned to him whilſt they are in that ſtate and witneſs not Redemption from the Lord.
For whilſt men are upon this Root which God hath curſed, and are found in him whom he hath reprobated, who is without any true ſence of God, or his life, thoſe who are ſo found, and do ſo ſtand are as he is; and as it is ſaid of the other Seed, the Seed of God, they that are in it, and are born of it, viz. As he is ſo are we in this world,—(that is) in the true Sence of God, and his life; as the Seed is which God hath bleſſed; ſo is it with [Page] them, and ſo may it be ſaid of them that are found on this Root which God hath curſed. As he is, ſo are they in this world, that is to ſay, without any true ſence of God (whilſt they grow on that Root) or of his life.
And therefore is it ſaid, That at that time ye (ſpeaking to the Saints, who once were in, but were then delivered from that ſtate, and this was the ſtate, which at that time, of which he ſpeaketh, they were in out of which they then were delivered, viz. the ſtate of Reprobation) at that time (ſaith the Apoſtle) ye were [without] Chriſt, being Aliens from the Common Wealth of Iſrael, and strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no hope, and [without] God in the World (without the true ſence and feeling of God which quickens and refreſhes them that feel him, and are in him, and he in them, and are made parta­kers of his life, which quickens, and refreſh­es, and makes alive to God, and delivers from treſp [...]ſſes and ſins, where is death, and the alienation▪ and the eſtrangement, and the being without God in the World, without the ſence and quickening preſence God, for he othe [...]iſe  [...] all things; Whether ſhall I go from thy Preſence? &c. and ſo may be ſaid to be in them. He that deſcended is the ſame alſo that aſc [...]nded up far above all Heavens that he might fill all things, Epheſ. 4. 10. And, [Page] hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the Head over all things to the Church which is his body, the fulneſs of him that fil­leth all in all; far above all Principallities, Powers, and Might, and Dominion, and eve­ry name that is named, not only in this world but in that which is to come, Epheſ. 1. 21, 22, 23.
And ſaith the ſame Apoſtle of them, whoſe day is over, and who are found in this state of Reprobation in that day. Who ſhall be puniſhed (ſaith he) with everlasting deſtructi­on, from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his Power, when he ſhall be glori­fied in his Saints, and admired in them that believe, 2 Theſ. 1. 9, 10. And, Reprobate ſilver (ſaith the Prophet, ſilver that is with­out a true touch, the vertue is gone) ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them, Jer. 6. 30. And, to every good work Reprobate, Tit. 1. 16. And, Reprobate con­cerning the Faith, 2 Tim. 3. 8. And, even as they liked not to retain God in their know­ledge, God gave them over to a Reprobate mind, Rom. 1. 28. A mind without a proof (as the Latine word Reprobate, compounded of re and probo (is) to prove backwards, or to be without a proof, without a ſence, a feeling of God, of that which witneſſes, which gives the feeling of God) ſignifies. [Page] And ſaith the Apoſtle, Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith (this he ſpake to the Corinthians, the Church that was in God, which were waſhed, which were ſanctified, which were juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God; Who had a Proof, a Sence, a Feeling of him in them; Examine your ſelves, ſaith he to them, whether ye be in the Faith) prove your own ſelves, know ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be Repro­bates, 2 Cor. 13. 5. But I truſt (ſaith he in the next verſ.) that we are not Reprobates. And ſaith he further; Now I pray to God that ye do no evil, not that we ſhould appear approved, but that ye ſhould do that which is honeſt, though we be as Reprobates, verſ. 7. And, he that believeth on the Son (on him who witneſſes, the faithful and true witneſs. Theſe things ſaith the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs, writes John to the Laodeceans, who were grown neither hot, nor cold, and therefore he would ſpue them out of his mouth. I know thy works that thou art neither cold, nor hot, (neither quite dead, nor quite a­live, neither being without ſence, nor ha­ving much) I would thou wert cold, or hot; So then becauſe thou art luke-warm, and nei­ther cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth, Rev. 3. 15, 16. (A ſore word, to [Page] be caſt out as ſalt that hath loſt its ſavour, and is good for nothing, but to be caſt to the Dunghil. If the ſalt hath loſt its ſavour, where with ſhall it be ſalted? It is henceforth good for nothing but to be caſt out, and to be troden under foot of men, ſaith Chriſt, Mat. 5. 13.) And, ſhameful ſpueing ſhall be on thy Glory, Hab. 2. 16. And, Moab alſo ſhall wallow in his Vomit, Jer. 48. 16. And, it is happened unto them according to the true Pro­verb. The Dog is turned to his own Vomit again, and the Sow that was waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 2. 22. This is the condition of all that are in this ſtate, whom the Lord ſpues out) I ſay, He that be­leiveth on the Son, hath everlaſting life, and he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him, John 3. 36.
And here's the ſtate of all men by nature (the nature that is in the fall, in the Tranſ­greſſion) they are without God, the ſence of God, the life of God, the Son of God, with­out God in the World, without Christ the Son of God, Aliens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, Strangers from the covenants of Pro­miſe, having no hope (as aforeſaid) and the reaſon is, becauſe they believe not on the Son (on that which witneſſes to God in them. Which Judges, and reproves them when they [Page] do evil, and ſhews them what they ſhould do; Is not this the Chriſt, John 4. 21. That which tells them all that ever they have done, that ſearcheth their hearts, and trieth their Reigns; and knoweth the compaſs and end of all their Actions, and ſitteth down with them, and riſieth up with them, and fol­lows them whereſoever they go; They drank of that ſpiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 4. Which ſpeaks to them in ſecret, and con­vinceth them of evil, which they know they ſhould not go againſt, which is the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, that hath appeared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, and Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent World, of which the Apoſtle ſpeak­eth, Tit. 2. 11, 12. The Comforter which reproves rhe World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgement, of Sin, becauſe they believe not in me, ſaith Chriſt, John 1. 6. 8, 9. of Righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to my Father, and ye ſee me no more; Of Judg­ment, becauſe the Prince of this World is judg­ed, verſ. 10, 11. So, that which reproves, and judges, is the Spirit, the Spirit of the Son, the Comforter, that which reproves, gives comfort, and hope to Godward, that he will ſhew mercy; It is his Arm that opens [Page] to gather; It is his Crook by which he brings back. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee; How often would I have gathered thy children together, as a Hen ga­thers her chicken under her wings, and ye would not, Mat. 23. 27. Now that which gathers, is that which brings together, that which is aſtray, that is out of its place, out of its way; and that which ſo gathers, cor­rects, or it is a correction, or a reproof to that which is astray; and the voice of that which gathers, is a reproof to that which is aſtray, the very calling to come together, reproves that which was not ſo. Now this comforts, this is the Comforter that calls to man, who is out of the way, to turn him, to bring him out of the wrong, to the right way, and that which tells a man that he is in the wrong way, judges the wrong way, reproves it; And that which reproves the wrong, gives comfort to a man as he receives it, and lets it judge the wrong in him, that he is regarded, and ſhall be brought into the right. And ſo thy Rod, and thy Staffe they comfort me, Pſal. 23. 3. It gives a man to ſee that its like to be well with him; As a man that is travelling hard, and he hath a long way to go, and night will come, and he fears leaſt having miſt his way he ſhall come ſhort of home, and then great [Page] perils will attend him, and he happily may miſcarry, and be undone for ever; If any man meet him, and tell him how he is out of his way, and that the other is his way, and if he will go with him, he will bring him in ſafety to his journeys end, and deliver him from all his enemies, and the ſad event of a miſcarriage; this will revive the heart of the man, that is in ſence of his condition, and inſtead of repining at, or reſiſting, or ſlighting his friend, or perſiſting in the wrong way, in which he was, or riſing againſt his friend, and his admonition, and reproof, he will gladly go with him, and accept the offer; and he will ſay, pray let me go with thee, and I am glad I have met with thee, and what a thing is it that I have met with thee, that I ſhould meet with thee; and what a providence was it, and his heart will be light, and rejoyce that he hath met with the right; and be com­forted that now he ſhall come home and miſs his dangers, and be out of fear of miſ­carriage. So, his trouble is gone, and all the way along he will be talking to his friend and telling him, what a thing it was that he met with him.
Even ſo it is as to that which is Eternal, man that is out of his way, and comes to be in ſence by that which calls upon him, and tells him he is out of the way, lying is out of the [Page] way, ſwearing is out of the way, deceit is out of the way; the form of godlineſs with­out the Power, is out of the way; Profeſſion without the proſſeſſion of that which is profeſt, a Name that one lives, and yet is dead as to the life of God; a circumciſion without, when there is no circumciſion within, a walking as to the Law blameleſs, and yet without law to Chriſt; a Jew without, and no Jew within; a cover of Righteouſneſs without, and yet within a rotten Sepulcher, full of dead mens bones, (an open Sepul­cher) a man that comes to be in the ſence of this through that which calls upon him, and thereby to be awakned to ſee the danger in which he was, and ſo to be apprehenſive of his deliverance, will rejoyce at this, and be comforted in this, that ſo reprov'd him in the wrong way, and ſhewed him the right; and with gladneſs of heart, walks on with his Friend, who ſo ſhew'd him, who ſo judg­ed him; and his heart is now eaſie, and his fears are over, and he cares not at what pains he is, or what it coſts him, or what he looſes, or parts with, to walk along with his friend, and to keep to his foot, step by ſtep with him, becauſe he will-bring him to his journeys end.
Friends, and People all, who are not yet [Page] come hither, who yet are not turned at the voice of your friend, at that which calls on you, which reproves, which judges, the way you are in; Reſiſt no longer, but be gather­ed unto it, that ſo into the ſence of your ſtate you may come, and be led along, and keep company with that which followed after you, and called upon you for many years as you were travelling to deſtruction, that you might turn and live; which now will go before you, as you turn to it, and keep with it, and lead you to reſt. O who would not be here, who is in any ſence of the Eternal ſtate which he muſt paſs through to, and which he muſt abide for ever! who would reject the tender love of ſo dear a friend? Who would not be at eaſe, at hearts eaſe (as we uſe to ſay, when any ones bur­then is taken off) in a matter of this weight as to that which is Eternal, that it is well with one, as to that which is Eternal; here the heart is at reſt, and all that is within a man is at peace, and his thoughts of his going to his long home is ſecure, when he is in the certainty of this, and who would not be in the certainty of this, that his heart might be at eaſe, and his ſoul at reſt, at hearts eaſe, at true reſt, which never is at true eaſe, nor reſt till it come hither, till it [Page] be at this, and that it may come hither, is the end of the Lord in that which gathers, which opens, which ſeeks, which would not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn and live.
So people all the Bowels of the Lords love are to you in this, in that which gathers, in that which ſeeks, in that which calls, in that which witneſſes, in that which follows af­ter you, in that which judges you, in that which reproves your goings aſtray, in that which ſhews you are out of the way, the Rod, and the Staff, this comforts, this is a comfort. Before I was afflicted, I went aſtray, but now have I kept thy Word, Pſal. 119. 67. And, bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſtneſts, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy Law, Pſal. 94. 12. And, I know, O Lord, that thy Judgements are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs, haſt afflicted me, Pſal. 119. 75. And, it is good for me that I have been af­flicted, that I might learn thy ſtatutes, the law of thy mouth is better to me, then thou­ſands of Gold and Silver, ver. 71. 72. And, if you are without chaſtiſement, of which all are partakers, then are ye baſtards, and not ſons, Heb. 12. 12. If ye endure chaſming, God dealeth with you as with ſons, for what ſon is he whom the Father chaſtneth not, ver. 7. [Page] Furthermore, we have had Fathers of our fleſh which corrected us, and we gave them rever­ence, ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjection to the Father of Spirits, and live? For, they verily for a few dayes, chaſtened us after their own pleaſure, but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his Holineſſe, verſ. 8, 9.
So that which chaſtens, that which cor­rects, that which reproves, that which judges, that which ſeeks, that which gathers, that which calls, that which woes, that which intreats, that which follows, the voice be­hind which ſaith, This is the right way walk in it, when you turn to the right hand, or to the left (the Promiſe which the Lord made of old, in the time of the Law, which was without, to lead to that which was within, which was blotted out by reaſon of Tranſgreſ­ſion, for which cauſe the Law was added (ſome thing that was not before) by rea­ſon of Tranſgreſſion, to lead to that within, which Tranſgreſſion was got over, the Word nigh, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart) this Word of Faith which we preach (ſaid the Apoſtle) the righteouſneſs of Faith, which ſaith on this wiſe, ſaith he, Rom. 10. 6. And, thine ears ſhall hear a word behind thee, ſaying, this is the Way, walk ye in it, when [Page] ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn unto the left, Iſa. 20. 21.) This comforts, this is of a comforting nature, this ſhews the Lords regard, this ſeeks to gather, this ſeeks to ſave; be ye gathered unto it, to that which reproves, to that which judges, to that which calls, to that which follows, to that which ſpeaks behind, to that which witneſſes, the Word behind ye when ye are turned to the right hand, or to the left, which calls on you, which judges your being out of the way, which you are before, when you are turned to the right hand, or to the left; which goes not before you to evil, which ſhews you evil, the evil which leads you out of the way, which follows after you, when you are led away to evil; which ſaith, this is the way, (that which ſhews ye are gone to the right hand, or to the left) walk ye in it; this is the Promiſe, this the Lord hath fulfiled; this your ears have heard; this you know, walk ye in it, be gathered to it. There's no cloak now left, you know now it is ſo, the times of this ignorance God wink­ed at, now he commands men every where to repent, becauſe they know this, and that they ſhould be guided by this, and not go againſt this, but turn at the voice of this, the Word behind, that when they turn to the right [Page] hand, or the left; ſaing, This is the way, walk in it, becauſe he hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the World in Righteouſ­neſs, by this, by that man whom he hath or­dained, whereof he hath given aſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him from the dead; That, that lives, that ſhews men e­vil, this ſhall judge the world in Righteouſ­neſs, by this he will judge the world in Righ­teouſneſs; This he hath raiſed from the dead, to that it witneſſes, that he may judge the world in Righteouſneſs, and this is the aſurance that he will ſo judge the World in Righteouſneſs, in that he hath raiſed this up from the dead, in that this witneſſes; and as certainly as it witneſſes, ſhall it judge, will he Judge the world in Righteouſneſs.
So People all, take heed what you do in running againſt this, in oppoſing this, in not being gathered unto this, it is the way to God, it is the way to Life, and there is no other; It is that which ſhall judge you, it is that which must ſave you, if e­ver, ye be ſaved, it is the Word of the Lord.
Now, in the Son there is Life; He hath life in himſelf, and he quickeneth whom he will. For as the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them, even ſo the Son quicken­eth [Page] whom he will. The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgement to the Son, that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father that hath ſent him. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth my Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is paſſed from death to Life. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, The hour is coming and now is, when the dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live; for as the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to have life in himſelf; and hath given him authority to execute Judgement alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man, John 5. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.
And he is the wel-ſpring of Life. Ʋnder­ſtanding is a wel-ſpring of Life to him that hath it; but the instruction of fools is folly, ſaith the wiſe man, Prov. 26. 22. And, whence then cometh wiſdom, and where is the place of understanding, ſeeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept from the fouls of the Air? Behold the fear of the Lord that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil that is underſtanding, Job 28. 20, 21. And, I wiſdom dwell with pru­dence, and find out knowledge of witty Inven­tions; [Page] The fear of the Lord is to hate Evil, Pride, and Arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth do I hate; Counſel is mine, and ſound wiſdom, [I] am [underſtanding] I have ſtrength. By me Kings reign, and Prin­ces decree justice; Be me Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the earth. I love them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early, ſhall find me; Riches and Honour are with me, yea dureable Riches, and Righ­teouſneſs; My fruit is better then gold, yea then fine gold, and my revenue then choice ſil­ver; I lead in the way of Righteouſneſs, in the midſt of the Paths of Judgement, that I may cauſe thoſe that love me to inherit ſub­ſtance, and I will fill their Treaſures; The Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old; I was ſet up from everlaſting, from the beginning, ere ever the earth was; when there was no depths, I was brought forth when there was no fountain abounding with wa­ter, before the Mountains were ſtetled, before the Hills was I brought forth; whils't as yet he had not made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the highest part of the duſt of the World; when he prepared the Heavens, I was there; when he ſet a compaſs on the face of the depth; when he establiſhed the Clouds above, when he ſtrengthened the Fountains of the deep; when [Page] he gave to the Sea his degree that the Waters ſhould not paſs his commdements; When he ap­pointed the foundation of the earth, then I was by him, as one brought up with him; and I was daily his delight, rejoycing allwayes before him, Rejoycing in the habitable part of his Earth; and my delights were with the Sons of Men. Now, therefore hearken unto me O ye Chil­dren, for bleſſed are they that keep my wayes; Hear in [...]truction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not; Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my Gates, waiting at the poſts of my door: For who ſo findeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord; but he that ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own ſoul; all they that hate me love death, Prov. 8. 13. to the end. And the fear of the Lord, is the beginning of Wiſdom; a good underſtanding have all they that do his Commandements; his praiſe endureth for ever, Pſal. 111. 10. And, the fear of the Lord is Wiſdom, and the Know­ledge of the Holy is underſtanding, Proverbs 9. 10.
And, this is the Covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe dayes ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws in their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People, and they ſhall not teach every man his Neigh­bour, [Page] and every man his Brother, ſaying know the Lord, for all ſhall know me, from the leaſt unto the greateſt; for I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their ſins, and their Iniquities will I remember no more, Heb. 8 10, 11, 12. And this ſhall be the Covenant which I will make with the houſe of Iſrael; after thoſe dayes ſaith the Lord, I will put my Law in their Inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be my People, and they ſhall teach no more every one his Neighbour, and every man his Brother, ſaying, know the Lord, for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt of them to the greatest of them, ſaith the Lord; for I will forgive their Iniquities, and I will remember their ſins no more, Jer. 31. 33, 34.
And I will make an everlaſting Covenant with them, and I will not turn away from them to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts; and they ſhall not depart from me; yea I will rejoyce over them to do them good; and I will plant them in this Land aſſuredly with my whole heart, and with my whole ſoul, Jer. 32. 40, 41.
And I ſaw another Angel flie in the midſt of Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them that dwell on the Earth; and to eve­ry Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and Peo­ple, [Page] crying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgements is come; and worſhip him that made Heaven, and Earth, and the Sea, and the Fountains of Waters, Rev. 14. 6, 7. And except the God of my Fathers, the God of Abraham, and the [fear] of Iſaack had been with me, thou hadſt ſent me away now empty; God hath ſeen my affliction, and the labour of my hand, and rebuked thee yeſter-night, Gen. 31. 42. And Laban ſaid to Jacob, behold this heap, and be­hold this Pillar which I caſt up between me, and the, this Heap, and this Pillar be witneſſe that I not paſs over this Heap to thee, and thou ſhalt not paſs over this Heap, and this Pillar unto me for harm; the God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, and their Father Judge be­tween us; and Jacob ſware by the [fear] of his Father Iſaack, v. 51, 52, 53. Thus ſaith the Scripture, and the Scripture cannot be broken, John 10. 35.
And in him was life, and the life was the light of men, that was the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the World, John 1. 3. 9. And this is the condemnation that light is come into the World, and men lo­ved darkneſs rather then light, becauſe their deeds were evil, for every one that doth evil, hateth the light; neither cometh he to the light [Page] leaſt his deeds ſhould be reproved, but he that doth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God, John 3. 19, 20, 21. And, he that be­lieveth not, is condemned alreadie, becauſe he hath not believed on the Name of the only be­gotten Son of God, John 3. 18. And, God ſent not his Son into the World to condemn the World, but that the world through him might be ſaved; for God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be­lieved in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever­laſting life. And, as Moſes lifted up the Ser­pent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life, v. 14, 15, 16, 17. And, I am the Light of the World, he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of Life, John 8. 12.
I ſay, they that are in the ſtate of nature which is in the fall in the Tranſgreſſion, are without the ſence of God, or of his life, or of his Son who is Life. I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; No man (ſaith he) cometh unto the Father, but by me; if ye had known me, ye ſhould have known my Father alſo; and hence forth ye know him, and have ſeen him: Philip ſaith unto him, Lord ſhew [Page] us the Father, and it ſufficeth. Jeſus ſaith unto him, have I been ſo long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me? Philip, be that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen my Father; and how ſayſt thou then, ſhew us the Father? be­lie [...]eſt thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of my ſelf, but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doth the Works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me; Or, believe me for the very work ſake. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that believ­eth me, the works that I do, ſhall he do alſo, and greater works then theſe ſhall he do, becauſe I go to my Father, and whatſoever ye ſhall ask in my Name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; If ye ask any thing in my Name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep my Commandements, and I will pray  [...] Father, and he ſhall give you another Comfor­ther, that he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth whom the world cannot re­ceive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him, but ye know him, for he dwelleth in you, and ſhall be with you, John 14. 6. to the eigh­teenth.
And being without the ſence of God, and his Life, and his Son who is life, they are in a state of Reprobation, in the ſtate of the [Page] Devil, who is without any thing of this, any thing of any true ſence of God, or of his Life, or of the Son of God who is Life; For verily he took not upon him the nature of An­gels, but he took on him the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. 16. And they that are in this ſtate, can never ſee God, (whilſt they are in this state) nor know him, nor his Son in the knowledge of whom is life eternal, John 17. 3. and there is no coming out of this ſtate, without the knowledge of him who is Life e­ternal; and there can be no knowledge of him who is Life eternal, but in his Light. In thy Light ſhall we ſee Light, Pſal. 36. 9. And God who commanded the Light to ſhine out darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts to give the light of knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 6. And this is the  [...] that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt, as the Apoſtle ſaith. But all things (ſaith he) that are reproved, are made mani­feſt by the Ligtt; for whatſoever doth make manife [...]t is light; wherefore he ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give the Light, Epheſ. 5. 13, 14. And, I the Lord have called thee in Righteouſ­neſs, and will hold thy Hand, and will keep thee, and will give thee for a Covenant of the People, for a light of the Gentiles, Iſa. 42. 6. [Page] And, to give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace, Luke 1. 78. And, in his Name ſhall the Gentiles truſt, Mat. 12. 21. And, the light ſhined in darkneſs, but the darkneſſe comprehended it not; That is the true Light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the World, John 1. 5. 9.
Now how can darkneſs ſhew it ſelf? And how can darkneſs reprove darkneſs? And how can he that is in darkneſs, ſee the light, by the darkneſs? And how can he that ſees not the light come out of darkneſs? And how can the light guide a man, whilſt dark­neſs covers him? And how can it be but that darkneſſe ſhould cover a man whilſt he is in the ſtate of darkneſs? And how can a man come out of darkneſſe, but by the light? Therefore is he called light, becauſe he ſheweth darkneſs, and brings out of darkneſs as many as are led by him, whoſe darkneſs he lightneth (Thou wilt light my Candle, the Lord my God will enlighten my darkneſſe, Pſal. 18. 28.) that they may ſee the light of Life.
So that the light, it is that ſheweth dark­neſs, and darkneſs is comprehended by the light, but darkneſse cannot comprehend the light; Therefore every one muſt heed the [Page] light, that ſhineth in him in the darkneſſe (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt the darkneſſe) that he may come to the light of Life. Yet a little while is the light with you, walk while ye have the light, least darkneſſe come upon you, for he that walk­eth in darkneſſe, knoweth not whither he go­eth; While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may be children of the light, John 12. 35, 36.
For, if darkneſs cannot comprehend the light, it cannot ſhew the light; but the light it is that makes manifeſt the darkneſſe (that which reproves, that which makes mani­feſt) and ſhews it; and if the darkneſſe can­not comprehend the light though it ſhine in it, nor make manifeſt, nor ſhew it ſelf; in what ſtate then are all they who abide in darkneſſe, and know not the light, nor are guided by it? Which way can they come out of darkneſſe, who abide in darkneſſe? And how can they be delivered without the help of another thing, without the light, which ſhews them their state, which ſhews them darkneſſe, which makes it manifeſt, which ſhines in darkneſſe, though the dark­neſſe comprehendeth it not? And this light is Chriſt (as hath been often inſtanced) who is the light of Life; who is the Saviour of [Page] all thoſe who believe in him, and to him muſt all come, to the light in them (that which reproves, that which makes mani­feſt) to Christ the light, and all muſt believe in him who is the true light, that lighteth e­very man that cometh into the World, and a­bide in him who is light, or they ſhall ne­ver ſee life, they can never be delivered; and this is truth.
Now this is the ſtate in the which man is in the fall, in the tranſgreſſion, he ſees not God, nor hath ſeen him, nor can ſee him in that ſtate, nor know him. The ſtate is without a proof, a witneſſe, a feeling of God, and being without a proof, a witneſſe, a feel­ing of God in him; How can he come to him whom he neither ſees nor feels, nor knows, nor of him hath a proof or witneſs? For, Ignoti nulla Cupido, as the Axiome is; A man hath no deſire to that which he knows not. And a man knows not that which he doth not feel, and a man feels not that which he doth not witneſs; and a man cannot witneſs that which he hath not, and a man hath not that which he doth not witneſs; that is to ſay, in his ſence, in his under­ſtanding, though it may be in him.
And the reaſon is this, becauſe he being in a ſtate which is void of that which gives the feeling, the ſence, the witneſſe, the proof, [Page] of God in him; He in that ſtate, can have no proof of God, nor witneſs, nor ſence, nor feeling more then of wrath, and eternal condemnation, none of life, nor of Salvation, or that leads to it; for Wrath, and Eternal condemnation is the portion of that ſtate, and of all that are in it, whilſt they are in it; And though the light be in man (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt) and God hath plac't it there, a meaſure of himſelf in every man, to bring him back a­gain to God, which calls on him to turn un­to the Lord; from whom he is gone, that it may be well with him; and man knows it, and it often appears, and ſhews, and makes manifeſt, and reproves, and judges, which is the love of God, and his kindneſs unto man, who ſeeks to gather him, and there­fore hath he placed this of himſelf in him, to bring him to God; yet the Spirit of Re­probation, the Spirit which is without the living ſence, and feeling of God, or proof, or witneſs of him, or the ſtate of Reprobation; or the Reprobated ſtate or condition, being that which hath man, and holds him, being that in which man is, it keeps him from be­lieving in that which reproves, which makes manifeſt, which ſhews, which judges, which witneſſes to God, and anſwers to him, and ſo as this hath power over him, he obeys it not.
[Page]
Now, being made perfect, he became the Authour of Eternal Salvation, to as many as obey him, Heb. 5. 9. And man obeying it not, he doth not receive it, he doth not re­tain it; Iniquity comes (which he obeys) and blots it out; and ſo it is to him, as if he had it not, it is made of none effect to him, he becomes not the Atho [...]r of Eternal Salvation to ſuch; Iniquity races it out as it were, comes over it, covers it, and ſo man feels not the Power and Vertue of that which calls upon him, ſo as to deliver him, becauſe he receives it not, he doth not obey it, and therefore it is that he is not deliver­ed that to him, he becomes not the Authour of Eternal Salvation who is it, though it is Vertue, and Power above the ſtrength of dark­neſs, that ſhews it, elſe it ſhould never ſhew darkneſs, and make manifeſt what darkneſs is. Nor hath that man any other advantage by it, then to know his Condem­nation, which is the ſtate of the Devil, the state of Reprobation, the state of the Repro­bates, the Reprobated ſtate; who though they know God, yea, and though they alſo be­lieve, and tremble, yet it is in a ſence of Wrath, and Judgement; For he is over them, and they know him to be Lord over all Prin­cipalities and Powers, who is Head of the body the Church; yet they obey him not, [Page] nor receive him, nor can they, the ſtate they are in, and he is contradiſtinct, and ſo their knowledge to him is but to Judgement; What have I to do with thee Jeſus (and yet the Phariſes would not confe [...]s him ſo to be) thou Son of the moſt high God, I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not; cried the unclean ſpirit, whoſe name was Legion, when Jeſus ſaid unto him, come out of the man thou unclean ſpirit, Mark 5▪ 8. And, thou belie­veſt there is one God, thou doeſt well, the De­vils alſo believe, and tremble, ſaid James to the vain man, concerning the Faith which was without works, which he ſaid was dead; which obeyed not, which received not his Ver­tue, therefore it wrought not; For, as many as received him, to them gave he power to be called the Sons of God, even to them which be­lieve in his Name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God; Who was in the World, and the World was made by him, and the World knew him not, who came unto his own, but his own received him not; Was not Abra­ham our Father (ſaid James) juſtified by works, when he had offered Iſaac his Son upon the Altar? Seeſt thou how Faith wrought with his works, and by works, was Faith made per­fect? And the Scripture was fulfiled, which ſaith, Abraham believed God, and it was im­puted [Page] to him for Righteouſneſs, and he was called the Friend of God. You ſee then (ſaith he) how that by works a man is juſtified, and not by Faith only; Likewiſe, alſo was not Ra­hab the Harlot juſtified by works, when ſhe had received the Meſſengers, and had ſent them out another way. For, as the body without the ſpirit, is dead, ſo Faith without works, is dead alſo; This teſtified James and John alſo, Jam. 2. 19. to the end, John 1. 10, 11, 12, 13.
And the reaſon is this, becauſe (as hath been hinted) that ſpirit having man, and poſſeſſing him, man comes to be as that ſpi­rit is, and that ſpirit being ſo, man comes to be like it; and man being like it, or coming to be formed into the image of the Devil, who was made after the Image of God, he comes to be concluded with him; and this is the ſtate of the fall; the ſtate of Reprobation, the ſtate of him who is repro­bated from God; of the Reprobates, they are ſuch as are in him in the Devil, he is their Root, their Ground, their Source, and their Spring, who is reprobated from God, who feels him not, who is without any thing of him in him, that is the principle of him, who doth not know him; and therefore it is that they are called Reprobates.
And here I muſt end as to this Particular, [Page] having ſpoken that which I have received of the Lord, to communicate that all may ſee, and underſtand this great miſtery, viz. how the Lord made not man to deſtroy him, and that he hath concluded no man from all eter­nity to deſtruction, but man comes to be de­stroyed, and to ſuffer as he is found in the state of Reprobation, the state of Deſtruction, the ſtate of which he is chief, who is the Devil, who (as I have ſhewed) is Reproba­ted from God for ever and ever, and ſo ſhall be all thoſe who are found in him when their day is over, who ſhall partake of his plagues, as they are found in him, and he in them work­ing as their Head, and King. And ſo I have finiſhed what I have to ſay in this Particu­lar.
Now in this ſtate the Lord finding man, whom he had made after his Image, even in Righteouſneſs, and True Holineſs, thus loſt, thus degenerated, thus formed into the I­mage of the Devil; whom he had planted a Noble Vine, wholy a Right Seed; and Cre­ated in his Image; the Lord finding man in this ſtate of Reprobation, in this ſtate of De­ſtruction, in this ſtate of Alienation from God, without Chriſt; and God in the World, and having no hope; The Bowels of his compaſſi­on yearned towards him whom he had ſo made, and in a capacity to know him who is [Page] true, and to be in him who is True; this is true God, and Eternal Life, and to have fel­lowſhip with him, and to live in him for ever and ever, whom now another thing had ta­ken up and poſſeſſed, whom the Lord at firſt had taken up and poſſeſſed as he ſaid, Thou art he that took me out of the Womb; thou didſt make me hope when I was upon my mothers breasts; by thee have I been holden up from the Womb; Thou art he that took me out of my Mothers bowels; Thou haſt poſſeſſed my Reins; Thou haſt covered me in my Mothers Womb; I am fearfully, and Wonderfully made; Marve­lous are thy works, and that my Soul knoweth right well: My ſubſtance was not hid from thee when I was made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in the lower part of the earth; Thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance, yet being imperfect, and in thy book all my Members were written, which in continuance were faſhioned, when as yet there were none of them, Pſal. 139. 13, 14, 15. I ſay, the Lord finding man in this ſtate, and the bowels of his compaſſion yearning to­wards him whom be had made, as aforeſaid, and ſeeing it impoſſible that ever he ſhould he recovered again to the ſtate in the which he was made, without being delivered from the ſtate in the which now he was, and that he could not be delivered from the ſtate in the which now he was, unleſs he were deli­vered [Page] from the hands of him who had him in this ſtate, and that he could not be deliver­ed from the hands of him who had him in this ſtate, and poſſeſſed him, unleſs the eyes of man came to be opened to ſee the ſtate in the which now he was, and him who thus had man in poſſeſſion, and that he could ne­ver come to have his eyes opened to ſee the ſtate in the which now he was, and who it was that had him in poſſeſſion; but by a power which was greater then that which had now poſſeſſed man, and taken him up, which it was not in the power of that which had ta­ken up man, and poſſeſſed him to hinder (that power which was greater) from ſhew­ing unto man the ſtate in the which now he was, and who had poſſeſſed him; he placed ſomething of this power, of himſelf, in man to open the eyes of mans underſtanding, and to ſhew him all this, to the end that every man having ſomething, a meaſure of this power in him, (Christ Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God) which is grea­ter then that which is of this World, which had now poſſeſſed man and taken him up; every man might have in himſelf though not of himſelf or of fleſh and blood, or, of the will of man, or this world, a direction, or ſomething in him which might ſhew him in the Particular where he was, and who it was [Page] that had him in poſſeſſion, and taken him up, and ſo might be delivered.
And this Power is Chriſt, Chriſt Jeſus the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God. The Goſpel of the Power of God unto Salvation. The ſtronger  [...]en the ſtrong man armed that held the Poſſeſſion. The Prince of Peace, the Redeemer. The Captain of our Salvation. The Head of Principalities, and Powers, and of the body of the Church, and of every man. The Name then, the which there is no other Name given under Heaven among men, where­by we must be ſaved. The Seed. The Seed of the Kingdom. The Son of God. The Prince of Life, who onely hath immortality, and Eternal Life; to whom be Honour, and Power everlasting, Amen.
And here's the Election; Chriſt, the Seed, the Seed which the Lord hath bleſſed, but the Seed of evil doers ſhall never be renewed; in whom, or in the which as man is found, Chriſt the Election, the Seed; and as it grows up in him, and he in it, ſo is he accounted of by the Lord, and is acceptable in his ſight. Let the words of my Mouth, and the Meditation of my Heart be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, my ſtrength, and my Redeemer, Pſalm. 19. 14. I ſay, here is the acceptance, here's the wel­beloved; the wel beloved Son, in whom he is wel pleaſed, and with every one as they are [Page] found in him, as they are found anſwering to that of him in them, the meaſure of him that which ſhews, thae which makes mani­feſt, that which reproves, that which judges, and abiding in it. Abide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of it ſelf ex­cept it abide in the Vine; no more can ye except ye abide in me, John 15. 4. I am the Vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit, for without me ye can do nothing; if a man abide not in me he is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered, and men gather them, and caſt them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my word▪s abide in you, ye ſhall ask what ye will, and it ſhall be done unto you, v. 5, 6, 7. As the Father hath lo­ved me, ſo have I loved you, continue ye in my love; if ye keep my Commandements, ye ſhall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Fathers Commandements, and abide in his love, v. 9, 10. Theſe things have I ſpoken un­to you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my Com­mandement, that ye love one another as I have loved you; greater love hath no man then this, that a man lay down his life for his friends; Ye are my friends if ye do whatſoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not Servants, for the Servant knoweth not what his Lord doth, [Page] but I have called you Friends, for all things that I have heard of my Father, I have made known unto you; You have not choſen me, but I have choſen you, and ordained you, that you ſhould go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit ſhould remain, that whatſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in my Name, he may give it you. If ye were of the world, the world would love its own, but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have choſen ye out of the World, therefore the World hateth you, v. 11, 12. 13, 14, 15, 16, 19.
So, here's the Election (as I have ſaid) Chriſt the Seed, which God hath bleſſed, but the ſeed of evil doers ſhall never be renown­ed; and as every man is found in him as he is accepted of the Lord, in that which wit­neſſes to God, which ſhews, which makes manifeſt, which judges, which reproves in man; Every man as he is found in him, in this, is accepted of the Lord; This is my well beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, ſaith the Lord; Who hath accepted us in the beloved, ſaith the Apoſtle. This is he by whom we have acceſſe unto the Throne of Grace; Who is the Propitiation for our ſins, and not for ours only, but for the ſins of the whole world. The Mediator (if any man would know who he is, and what that is that witneſſes, that ſearches the heart, that tries [Page] the Reines, the Candle of the Lord, that ſearches all the inwards parts of the belly, that reproves, that makes manifeſt, that ſhews a man what he ſhould do) between God and man, that comes between, to ſtop his wrath, that it break not forth as a floud, & then who can quench it, and wooes man to turn unto the Lord, whilſt his wrath is not broke forth, and the fire of his wrath is not kindled, which will burn to the loweſt Hell. Its ever and anone between the Enemy and man, ſhew­ing man his enemy, and what man ſhould do; near with his power to help man, and deliver him. Its always between the Fa­thers wrath and man; for the movings of this is the Viſitation of the Lord, and his long-ſuffering, for he waits whilſt this is, whilſt this ſtrives with man, whilſt this tries (if I may ſo ſay, and I ſpeak after the man­ner of men) what it can do; So, this ſtops all whilſt its time of working is, whilſt its a Trying, a ſeeing whether man will be re­conciled to God: This will not let God alone (let me alone that I may deſtroy them, and blot out their name from under Heaven, as the Lord ſaid to Moſes, Deut. 9. 14.) Whilſt its day of working is, to ſpare his people, but ſteps between, and ſhews, and makes manifeſt, and tries, and judges, and ſpeaks to the Lord; and ſaith, Lord let it a­lone [Page] this year alſo, till I ſhall dig about it, and dung it, and if it bear fruit well, and if not, then after thou ſhalt cut it down; when the Lord ſaith, behold theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit on this Fig tree, and find none, cut it down, why cumbreth it the ground; As the Parable of the Man, and his Vinyard, and his Vinedreſſer hath it, which was ſpo­ken by the Lord; by him, who is it? That which digs about, and dungs, that waites, that ſpeaks, that calls, that's ready to re­move iniquity, to open the heart to God­wards, to viſit the Plant, of the Lord that lies in death, that it may ſpring, and bring forth fruit, that man may not be cut down, in whom it is, and made to ceaſe to cumber the ground; That is ready with every good Motion, with every good Thought, with e­very good Opportunity to incline man to the Lord, to bring him to reſt, to bring him to God; that watches all approaches of evil, that ſhews the appearance of it, encounters with it, is ready to aſſiſt man againſt it, and to overcome it, which hath turned man from God, and the Lord from man; if man would let God ariſe that his enemies might be ſcat­tered, and thus follows after man from year to year, and interceeds, and mediates, and comes between; whileſt (as I have ſaid) the day of long-ſuffering is, of mans viſitation, [Page] which is the day of mans viſitation. There­fore to day whilſt it is called to day, harden not your hearts, as in the Provocation, in the day of Temptation in the Wilderneſs, as the Apo­ſtle expreſſeth it, Heb. 3. 7, 8.
Me thinks every man ſhould hear what I have, I ſaid in himſelf, and turning his eye within ſhould ſee this, and inclining his ear ſhould hear all this, and all the wooing and entreatings, and the ſeekings of him to turn man unto the Lord, and waitings, and bear­ings, and ſufferings for that purpoſe; every man that doth but this, muſt needs hear it, and ſee it, and be ſenſible of it; and this as he lets it work, will affect his heart, and break him to pieces, that ever he hath reſiſted it, that he hath been an enemy to his own peace; Me thinks I hear ſuch bemoaning themſelves. I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning him­ſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoak, turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord my God; Surely after that I was turned, I repented, and after that I was in­ſtructed I ſmote upon my thigh; I was aſhamed, yea even confunded, becauſe I did bear the re­proach of my youth; and ſee what follows hereupon, and how the bowels of the Lord turn to that which thus turns to him, and ſee how ready the Lord is to receive ſuch, and [Page] his tenderneſs unto ſuch, and bow as it were, if I may ſo ſpeak after the manner of men, & I have too, the Scripture for it, which will bear me out in what I ſay, the Lord is in an Agony for ſuch, and in a diſtreſs of love. Is Ephraim my dear Son? (what can be more breaking and near?) Is he a pleaſant Child? for ſince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly re­member him ſtill, therefore my bowels are trou­bled for him, I will ſurely have mercy on him ſaith the Lord, Jer. 31. 20. See the Heart of the Father to the Prodigal that returns; whom he goes forth to meet, and runs, and even while he is yet a great way off, ſees, and hath compaſſion on him, and falls upon his neck & kiſſeth him, and puteth on him the beſt robe, (the covering of his Son) and a Ring on his Hand (the band of Love) and Shoes on his Feet (the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, for this is the way to it, coming to that which witneſſeth in him, that gives him to ſee his ſtate; and where he is, that brings to him­ſelf, and when he came to himſelf (ſee what it is that brings a man to himſelf, that which ſhews him his ſtate, that gives him a ſence of his condition, that is it; and how a man is from himſelf, in an extaſie (as it were) out of his wits, in a ſown, from the ſence of his underſtanding, as a man from that which ſhould guide him as one in another world, as they uſe to ſay, when he is from this, when [Page] he came to himſelf) he came to ſence, to underſtanding, to the right thing that he ſhould have been guided by, which was in him, but he went from it, he went forth, and ſpent his Portion on Harlots, and waſted his ſub­ſtance on riotous living, minded not how he dealt with that which ſhould have kept him; when he came to this he ſaid, How many hi­red Servants of my Fathers have bread enough and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger; I will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will ſay unto him Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and be­fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son, make me as one of thy hired Servants, Luke 15. 13. to the 24.
So he is the Mediator (that which witneſſes is, that which ſhews, that Judges, that makes manifeſt) between God, and man as the A­poſtle ſaith. For there is one God (ſaith he) and one Mediator between God, and man the Man Christ Jeſus, who gave himſelf a Ran­ſom for all to be testified in due time, 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. And to him muſt every man come, to this of him in every man muſt every knee bow, and tongue confeſs, that he is, it is Lord of all; whether of things in Heaven, or things in Earth, or things, under the earth, to the glory of God the Father, Phil. 2. 10, 11. for being in the form of God he thought it no robbery to be equal with God, but [Page] took upon him the form of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs of man, and being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Croſs; therefore God hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name above every Name, that at the Name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, &c. as a foreſaid, v. 6, 7, 8, 9.
So here is the ſum of all; this ſame Je­ſus (that which ſhews which reproves, which judges, which makes manifeſt in man) is the wel-beloved Son, he whom the Father is wel­pleaſed; the beloved, in whom we are accep­ted, by whom we have acceſs by faith unto this grace wherein we stand, and rejoyce in hope of the Glory of God; Who is (as I have ſaid) the propitiation, for our ſins, and not for ours only, but for the ſins of the whole World. The Mediator between God and man. The Intercedor, who maketh interceſſion for us; the ſpirit it ſelf maketh intercerceſſion for us, with groanings (ſee what it is that is weighed, that's oppreſſed, that's heavy laden in man, that ſighs often in man, and groans to God) which cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 26. And, he that ſearcheth the hearts (ſee the thing) knoweth what is the mind of the Spi­rit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for the Saints, according to the Will of God. And, we know that all things work together for good [Page] to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpoſe, verſ. 27. 28. Where­fore he is able alſo to ſave them to the utter­moſt, that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth (that which reproves, that which judg­es in man, that which ſhews him what he ſhould do ever lives) to make interceſſion for them, Heb. 7. 25. It interceeds, it comes between, it ſpeaketh to God for man, that which doth it Judges, that reproves evil in man, and would bring him to God, that which ſearcheth the Hearts, that ſhews a man the end, and compaſs of all his actions, that tri­eth the Reins, and knoweth the mind of the Spirit, makes interceſſion, comes between, prayes, intreats, wooes, beſeeches, keeps off the wrath, waits, long ſuffers to bring man to God; and he ever lives that does ſo, that makes interceſſion, that is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, thoſe that come to God by him, that which ſearches, that which tries, that which judges, that which reproves. And ſo he is the Judge of all, that ſaves all that come to God by him, that is able to ſave to the utter­moſt all that come to God by him, by him that judges; the Law-giver, there is one Law-giver who is able to ſave, and to deſtroy, Jam. 4. 12. And, ye are come to God the Judge of all, Heb. 12. 22, 23.
So that which judges, interceeds, and that [Page] which interceeds, ſearches, and that which ſearches, ſaves, and that which ſaves, deſtroys, and that which destroys, ſhews, and this is the Law-giver, the one Law-giver, the one Law-gi­ver who is able to ſave & to deſtroy, who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God by him, who ſearches the Heart, and knows the mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for the Saints according to the Will of God; who ever lives to make inter­ceſſion for them; the Spirit it ſelf which maketh interceſſion for us with groanings that cannot be uttered; This is that which Wit­neſſes, which ſhews, which judges, which makes manifeſt.
And unto this muſt all come; To whom coming (ſaith the Apoſtle) as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of man, but choſen of God, and Precious, ye alſo as lively stones are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore it is contained in the Scripture; Behold I lay in Sion a chief Corner Stone, Elect, Precious, and he that believeth on him, ſhall not be confounded; Ʋnto you therefore, who believe he is precious, but unto them which be diſobedient, the Stone which the builders diſallowed, the ſame is made the Head of the Corner, and a Stone of ſtumbling, and a Rock of offence, even unto them which ſtum­ble [Page] at the Word, being diſobedient, unto which alſo they were appointed. But ye are a choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, an Holy Na­tion, a Peculiar People, that you ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him which hath called you out of darkneſs, to his marvelous Light; which in time paſt were not a people, but are now the people of God, which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy, 1 Pet. 2. 4. to the 11.
So (I ſay) to this muſt all come, unto this muſt all be ſubject; who is Lord of all; the Foundation of the Prophets, and the Apo­stles, as the Apoſtle alſo ſaith. And are built (ſaith he to the Saints) upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone, Epheſ. 2. 20. The Foundation other then which can no man lay; For, other Foundation (ſaith he again) can no man lay, then that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3. 11. Ʋpon which, if any man build Gold, Silver, Precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble, every mans work ſhall be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every mans work of what ſort it is, verſ. 12, 13. If any mans work abide which he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward; If any mans work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs, yet he himſelf ſhall be [Page] ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, verſ. 14, 15.
And upon this muſt all be built, upon him who is the Corner Stone, the tried Stone, the ſure Foundation, the Foundation of many Generations, the Reſtorer of Paths to dwell in, the Builder of the old waſte Places, the Repairer of the breach. And, they that ſhall be of thee, ſhall build the old waſte Places, thou ſhalt raiſe up the Foundation of many Generations, and thou ſhalt be called the Re­pairer of the breach, the Restorer of Paths to dwell in, Iſa. 58. 11. The Reconciler. The Maker of Atonement. The Offering. The Sacrifice. The Altar. The Sanctuary. The maker of Twain, one New man, ſo making peace. The Blotter out of the hand writing of Ordinances, which was againſt us, which was contrary to us. The Taker of it out of the Way. The Nailer of it to his Croſs. The Spoiler of Principalities and Powers. The maker of a ſhew of them openly. The Tri­umpher over them in it. The maker of both, one who is our Peace. The breaker down of the Middle wall of Partition between us. The Aboliſher of the enmity in his fleſh, even the Law of Commandments, contained in Ordi­nances. The Preacher of Peace to them that were afar off, and to them that were nigh, through whom we both (Jew, and Gentile) have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Futher. [Page] The Saviour of the body, the Church. The Saviour of all men, eſpecially of them that believe. The Saviour of the World, whom God hath ſent into the World ſo to be. The deſtroyer of the works of the Devil. The A­tonement. The New Covenant. The Law written in the heart. The fear put into the inward parts. The Word nigh in the mouth, and in the heart. The Word of Faith, which the Apoſtles preached. The Light of the World. The true Light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the World, who was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. Who came unto his own, and his own received him not. Who, as many as received him, to them gave he power to be called the Sons of God, even to them who be­lieve in his Name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God. The Light in whom whoſoever believeth, ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of Life. The Con­demnation of all that believe not in the light. In whom whoſoever believeth, ſhall not be condemned. The Judge of all. The Judge of the quick and the dead. Who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and coming. The King Immortal. The ſecond Adam. The Lord from Heaven. The quick­ning Spirit. The Hope of Iſrael, and the [Page] Saviour thereof in the time of trouble. The man Chriſt Jeſus, is he that witneſſes, that ſhews, that judges, that reproves, that makes manifeſt, it is the Word of the Lord.
Into him, into this Seed which is Chriſt, the Election (that which reproves, that which makes manifeſt, that which ſhews, that which judges) muſt all come, and grow up therein who are redeemed unto God; And the Word of the Lord unto every man, whether he will hear, or whether he will forbear. The meaſure of him in every man, which he hath placed in every man, the manifeſtation of the Spirit, which is given to every man to pro­fit withal, that in every man it may grow; and that every man growing up in it, and abideing, may be bleſſed of the Lord, the Seed of the bleſſed of the Lord, and their Off­ſpring with them. That they may be of the Root that's holy, of the true Olive, in which being ingrafted, though a wild Olive contra­ry to Nature, the fatneſs of the true Olive, he may come to be a partaker of, which brings forth fruit unto God, unto Holineſs, unto Life Eternal.
And this unto all is the Word of the Lord, of whom I am moved to write, that all may know the Root that is in them, what it is, that brings forth fruit unto God, unto Life, which the Lord hath bleſſed; unto which be­ing [Page]  [...] joyned; and in which continuing, a grow­  [...]g up will be witneſſed in that which is Eter­nal, which never fadeth away, but endures for ever.
And ſo I have cleared this Matter, as I have received it of the Lord, whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear, they all ſhall witneſs it in the day of the Lord, which is neer, wherein he will render unto every man according to his deeds. It is the Word of the Lord. And ſo I have finiſhed this Matter, even the Word of the Lord in me, to this Generation; To whom I am known, by the Name of,
G. Biſhop.
 Briſtol. the 20th. of the 6th. Moneth. 1663.



THE END.

§
[Page]
[Page]
A TREATISE CONCERNING Election & Reprobation, AND The things appertaining thereunto. Am I moved of the Lord, to Write for the Sa­tisfaction of all who deſire to know the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and the Confuſion of that abominable Principle, viz. That God hath Reprobated ſome Men from all Eternity; and therefore it is that they cannot be otherwiſe.
Written in the fear, and at the Movings of the Lord, By his Servant Geo. Biſhop.
For whom he did fore know, he alſo did Predeſtinate to be con­formed to the Image of his Son, that he might be the firſt born among many Brethren. Moreover, whom he did Pre­deſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he called, them he alſo Juſtified; and whom he Justified, them he alſo Glorified, Rom. 8. 29, 30.
 Say unto them, As I live ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and Live: Turn ye, Turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? Therefore thou Son of Man, Say unto the children of thy People, The Righ­teouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall not deliver him in the day of his Tranſgreſſion; as for the wickedneſs of the Wicked, he ſhall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedneſs; neither ſhall the Righteous be able to live for his Righteouſneſs in the day that he ſinneth, Ezek. 33. 11, 12, 13. O Iſrael! Thou hast deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy help, Hoſ. 13. 9.

Printed in the Year, 1663.
[Page]


§
Printed, In the beginning of the Se­cond Moneth. 1664.
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