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An EPISTLE to the Reader.
Friendly Reader,

THeſe following things are preſented to thee, and are recommended to th [...] Light & Spirit of God in thee, from whence they came, that in the Light thou mayſt wait to have an Ʋnderſtanding of all thinge belonging to thy Everlaſting Peace, for there be many Falſe Prophets gone forth into the World, that if it were poſſible, would deceive the very Elect. Wherefore try the Spirits whether they be of God or no: the Light will diſcover of what ſort they are, if thou ſinkeſt down into it, not having thy Mind above it, or puffed up with the Profeſſion of it; for if thou art, then thou wilt be apt to meaſure with the wrong Meaſure, and it will be thy ſelf, not the Angel with his Meaſuring Reed, but ſomething will be in thy Eye pertaining to the Outward Court, as thou art for or againſt, that is not the equal Meaſure, but all are to bring their Deeds to the Light that will make them manifeſt, none can be deceived or miſtaken there; but being buſied with their own Conceits (as too many are) they make their own Ways right, and all others wrong; this is Errour and Deceivableneſs, for Chriſt is the Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the World. Why ſhould any man think his Way to be better than anothers, ſeeing all are enlightned, and are to be turned to the Light, to be guided thereby; all here are in a Capacity to be­lieve, and the Fault is not in the Light, but in them that reject it, and who is he that can force another to believe in the Light, or to believe as he believes, or as the Church believes, but they muſt be left. (Chriſt could do no mighty things becauſe of their Ʋnbelief) And no Force is to be uſed towards them; nor no Fire to be called for from Heaven to deſtroy them. For the Son of Man came not to deſt [...]m [...]ns Lives, but to ſave them.

A Teſtimony concerning the LIGHT.
[Page]
I Am the Light of the World (ſaid Chriſt) he that believeth in me ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. This is witneſſed by ſome who believe in his Name, and have denyed themſelves, and ta­ken up his Croſs and followed him, through the Regeneration and through the Great Tribulation have entred the Kingdom, and do ſit down in Heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, he having made them meet to be Partaker with him of that Inheritance with the Saints in Light, and this he hath done freely for his Name ſake, not for any merit of ours, or Works of Righteouſ­neſs that we have done, all our Righteouſneſs being but as Filthy Rags, and the Night Clothing we have put off, and have put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, making now no more Proviſion for the Fleſh, ſo that we are not our own, but he hath Redeemed us up to God, and his own Blood hath paid the Ran­ſome, and now we ſerve him in the Newneſs of the Spirit, no more in the Oldneſs of the Letter; now we know, That the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. And, that it is not I (as the Apoſtle ſaid) but Chriſt that liv­eth in me, and he walketh in us, and moveth and worketh in us, both to will and to do according to the Pleaſure of his own Will, and his Will is our Sanctification, and we ſee the King in his Glory, and behold his Face continually, and in his Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy, and at his Right Hand Pleaſures for evermore. All this is enjoyed in the Light by believing in him, and following him whitherſoever he goes; ſo that we cannot hut teſtifie unto all, that he is both Lord and King, and invites all to come unto him who are weary of their Sins, and loaden with their Iniquities, and ſee that their own Covering is too narrow, and their Bed of Eaſe too ſhort, and that by all their own Doings they can­not help themſelves, help being laid upon him only, he being given for Sal­vation to the Ends of the Earth, ſo that we look not for another, he being as the Shaddow of a Rock in a weary Land, and leads us into green Paſtures where our Souls delight to be, and the Lambs lye down together, where no Deſtroyer can come, neither can any make them afraid, though he hath led us through the Vale and Shadow of Death, yet did we not fear, for his Rod and Staff did comfort us, and his Glory is our Defence.

Concerning the WORD and the Miniſters of the WORD.
IN the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He is the Miniſter of the true Tabernacle, for the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, he is the Miniſter as we have received him, ſo he miniſters in us and by us, and without him we can do nothing acceptable to God; if any miniſter of himſelf or of his own Abi­lity, he miniſters to ſelf in another, and feeds that which is for Death, both in himſelf and others: all that take upon them to be Miniſters of the Word, muſt be ſure the Miniſter be in his Temple, elſe his Miniſtry will not profit, but will redound back again upon him as unſavory, for that is not the Milk [Page]of the Word, it being bitter and not ſweet, ſo the Children cannot receive it; all are to know the Word abiding in them, that it may miniſter at all times, none are to take the Words Place upon them, to be called a Miniſter of the Word, or Miniſter of the Truth, but as the Word of Truth mini­ſters through us, we being but as the Trumpet, he gives the ſound. This Miniſtry is received in ſeveral Diſpenſations before the Miniſter come into his Temple with a Fan in his hand, and thoſe that receive them there are lyable to miſcarry, being in the Servants State, not being faithful as Ser­vants (as Moſes was) neither Good Stewards over the Lords Money, but ſpend it upon their Luſt or ſelfiſh Part, as it is written, They took my Jewels and decked themſelves, and played the Harlot. And ſuch cannot agree among themſelveves, a Lordly Spirit bearing rule in them, they ſmite one another, and would all be Lords, contrary to Chriſts Saying, He that would be greatest must be your Servant. But ſome of theſe are ready to ſay, We are Sons. If they be, 'tis but of Hagar and Leah; they muſt not inherit with Iſaac, the Son of the Freewoman, but muſt be caſt out with Bag and Bottle, that they may know themſelves, and their eyes may be opened to ſee the Well which is ſo near them, but did not know it; the Son abides in the Houſe for ever, being the Fathers Heir, though he diffets nothing from a Servant in his Ser­vice while he is in his Non-Age, being under Tutors, he being brought forth under the Law, fulfilleth the Law, and is the end of the Prophets, and is preferred before John, for he was before him, ſo he ends the Baptiſm with Water, having fulfilled all Righteouſneſs; then he Baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, and finiſheth that Work, which they could not do which went before him; then the New Heaven and the New Earth is known, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. Here's no miſcarrying Womb nor Dry Breaſt, but all are as the Sheep come up from the waſhing, and there is not one Goat amongſt them; he having made the Separation, they lye down to­gether where none can make them afraid.

Concerning the True CHURCH, the Bride, the Lamb's Wife.
THe Church is in God the Father. (as it is ſaid) and there are none knows her but thoſe that are Members of her; and all ſuch are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh and of his Bone, though not all of one Outward Profeſſi­on or Society of People, but is univerſal, & is known to God. Ye ſeveral ſorts of People ſince the Apoſtacy, have called themſelves by her Name who are ſtill in the Apoſtacy, as may ſufficiently be proved by their fruits, all of them having ſome Marks or Fruits of the Falſe Church, challenging a Power to them­ſelves over their Members to cut off, or ſet on as they pleaſe, and that by an Infallible Spirit, as they ſay. The Effects of theſe things have been and are very ſad, for all Power in Heaven and Earth is given to the Son, and the Woman hath not Power over her own Body: Neither doth the True Church challenge any ſuch thing, nor make any ſtir about it, but reſts in the Boſme of her Beloved, and is in ſubjection to Chriſt the Head of the Body the Church. [Page]She takes not upon her to end Controverſy pertaining to the Conſcience, but leaves all to her Husband; neither doth She Judge her Fellow Members, all Judgment being Committed to her Huſband, knowing what meaſure ſhe meets will be meaſured to her again; ſhe acts nothing but under his Government, ſhe is not her own Head and Lawgiver, but Chriſt Jeſus is her Head & Lawgiver, and he moves in her as he pleaſes, ſhe is not without him, neither can ſhe diſpoſe of anything that ſhe hath, no, not of her Dowry, it's reſerv'd for her Husbands Heir.

Concerning the True FAITH, what it is, and the Work of it.
FAith is the Gift of God, the Mystery whereof is held in a pure Conſcience, it comes by hearing the Word of Faith, which is near in the Heart, and can­not be removed into a Corner. Which Word is ſaid to be the foundation of Faith, Faith ſtanding in it, as ſaid the Apoſtle, Let your Faith stand in the Power of God, and not in the Wiſdom of Words. This Faith cannot be received by Tradition, neither becauſe another believes, or becauſe the Church be­lieves, though the Churches Belief be true, but every one muſt have the evi­dence thereof in himſelf, and ſubſtance of what is hop'd for in himſelf, For what is not of Faith is Sin. Every one is to have the Evidence in himſelf, and then they will know the Work of it in themſelves and for themſelves, if it be but as a Grain of Muſtard Seed, it will remove Mountains. All are to know that Faith which removes Mountains from off the Seed, and all are to come off thoſe Mountains of Imaginations, and be no more than they are in the true Faith, where the Saints Unity ſtands, in the Spirit, not in Outward Ob­ſervations of this, that, or the other thing: none is to limit anothers Faith, nor force to do as they do, but all are to be left free to the Exerciſe of that Faith they have received, and not to ſtretch it to ſatisfie their Luſts, but in true Love to God and their Neighbour keep to their own Meaſure and Gift of God.

Concerning CONFORMITY.
COnformity is an eaſie way, there is no Croſs to be taken up in it, Self and Fleſh ſets it up, and Self and Fleſh Conforms to it, the Seed Chriſt cannot. He is without Form, He hath appeared in ſeveral Forms, but tyed to none. If any admire the Form that he hath appeared in, he forſakes that Form and leaves it deſolate. Several Examples I have ſeen in my Age, and ſeve­ral I could produce if required, the Form is but the Grave Cloaths that the Crucified is wrapt in, when the Life is ſlain; but when the Reſurrection is known the Grave Cloaths are left be­hind. Bleſſed and happy are they who have part in the firſt Reſurrection, they contend not about Forms, but ſit together in Heavenly Places above Forms in Chriſt Jeſus. The Pope and Prelates require Conformity, and force to it, and ſo do others according to what pow­er they have, but all is from a wrong ground: none is to force another to do as he doth, or they do, but all are to wait in the Light to feel in themſelves what to do, and as they act in obedience thereto, acceptance with the Lord is witneſſed and enjoyed.
Conformity is a broad way, it ſerves for a Covering to Hippocrites, and will ſalve over (cover or excuſe) any thing in its Members, but will repreſent others as Monſters: the Conteſt hath been between Form and Form, but now it's among ſome between Form and Spirit, or Form and Freedom: now with ſome, no Conformity to Form, no Ʋnity, Form being its Weapon or Bond, and no more can it uſe than it hath: for God hath taken its power from it. Haſten thy Work, O Lord, Amen.
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