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TO THE RIGHT VVorſhipfull his very good Patrone, Mr. Henry Hall Eſquire, one of his Maieſties Iuſtices of the Peace and Quorum in the County of Kent; and to the truely Pious, and Religious Gentlewoman, Ms. Iane Hall his Wife: All Felicitie, Internall, Externall, Eternall.
[Page]
[Page]
THE ſaying of one (Right Worſhip­full) is moſt true:French hiſt. 1187. Compare vice with vice, and euill with euill: Ingratitude is the moſt odi­ous and the worſt. Vitium om­nium [Page] Theodoric. dom. 14. poſt. trin. p. 2. d. 3. Ingratum ſi dixeris omnia dixeris. teterrimorum teterri­mum, of all fouleſt vices the moſt foule, admitting no pa­ralell. And yet notwithſtan­ding, it is the common vice of this vicious, and flagitious age of ours: a Gangrene that hath diffuſed it ſelfe farre and neere.Para. in Gen. 1970. b. Turpiſſima ingratitudine pleri (que) omnes obliterare ſolent beneficia accepta. It is the guiſe of the moſt, with filthy in­gratitude to obliterate recei­ued fauours. Iniuries are en­grauen in braſſe, but benefits are written vpon the waters: AndGen. 40.23. Pharaohs Butler hath but too many conſorts, who remember not, but forget their Ioſephs, their benefa­ctors. My deſire is not to [Page] be found in this liſt: And therefore I am bold to preſent you with this poore oblation. A poore preſent I confeſſe to gratifie them withall, to whom I am ſo deepely enga­ged. T'is but a ſilly mite, I owe you many talents, yea (asHieron. Sophron. Hierom ſometime ſayd to one) & quae poſſum, & quae non poſſum, both what I can, and what I cannot, make tender of. And ſuch are your me­rits towards mee, that (asEffeciſti vt viuerem & mo­rerer ingratus. Senec. lib. 2. de benef. cap. 25. Furnius once to Caeſar) I muſt liue and die ingrate. Howbeit, whatſoeuer it is, be pleaſed to vouchſafe it your fauourable acceptation, as a Symboll and Teſtimony of my gratefull mind, and duti­full [Page] reſpect towards you both; for your great vnde­ſerued fauours. In confidence whereof (not meaning to tire you with a tedious incult Epiſtle) I humbly take my leaue, and reſt
Your Worſhips moſt obliged, and in the Lord euer to be commanded, Iohn Boughton.



God & Man.
[Page]
Iacob.WHat is Catechiſing?

Beniamin.It is a plaine1 Cor. 3.1.2. & 14.19. Nehem 8.8. familiar, and briefe decla­ring by liuely voyce, of theHeb 5.12. & 6.1. Principles of Chriſtian Religion, out of theActs 18.28. & 28.23. 2 Tim. 4.2. Exod. 12 26 & 13.8. Deut. 6.6 &c. 2 Pet. 1 21. Scripture or Word of God.

I.Who was the author of this forme of teaching?

B.Euen God himſelfe.

I.Hath it beene of any long continu­ance in the Church of God?

B.Yes ſurely, it was diligently v­ſed in the times of theGal 6.6. The originall word is Cate­chiſe. Heb 5 12, 13. & 6.1. 1 Pet. 3.21. Primitiue Church, and in the dayes of the Apo­ſtles themſelues: yea, euen theGen. 19, 19. Exod 12 26. Deut. 6, 7, 8. Fa­thers of the firſt world, long before Chriſts Incarnation, after this man­ner inſtructed their families, and ſuch [Page] as were vnder their tuition, charge, and gouernement.

I.What profit or benefit doth there ariſe from this kind of teaching?

B.The benefit which may bee rea­ped hereby, is very great and mani­fold:1 Pet. 3.15. For firſt it will inable vs to giue a ready anſwer to any man that ſhall aske vs a reaſon of our Faith.
Heb. 5.12.Secondly, it will greatly helpe vs to vnderſtand, remember, and profit by the Scriptures.Our people, for the moſt part, are rude and vncatechi­ſed: and there­fore they profit little or no­thing by Ser­mons. A Ser­mon to ſuch perſons, is like a great loafe ſer before a Childe. M. Perk. in Gal. c. 4 v. 20. 1 Theſ 5.21. Heb. 5.14. 1 Iohn 4.1. 1 Cor. 11.29.
Thirdly, to heare the Word of God preached with much more fruit and commoditie to our ſoules, then other­wiſe we ſhould doe.
Fourthly, to try what we heare or reade, and readily to diſcerne true Do­ctrine from that which is falſe, and er­roneous.
Fiftly, it will much further our due and worthy receiuing the Lords Sup­per: to the which none ought to be ad­mitted before they bee skilled in the grounds of our holy Faith, neither without ſome competent knowledge thereof, can any with comfort be par­taker of it,
[Page]Sixtly, it is the high and ready way to bring to ſound and ſetled know­ledge; to the which,Heb. 5.11, 12. 2 Tim. 3.7. whoſoeuer is vn­catechiſed in the Principles of Religi­on, can neuer attaine, but will be euer learning, and euer ignorant.
Laſtly,1 Chron. 28.9 Deut. 17, 18. Pro. 22.6. Matth. 22.29. Acts 3.17. Rom 3.11.12. Epheſ. 4.17, 18, 19. it is a ſoueraigne preſerua­tiue againſt all infection of errour, im­pietie, and prophaneneſſe; and a moſt effectuall meanes to maintaine the pu­ritie of ſound Doctrine.

I.Is this exerciſe neceſſary onely for children and youth?

B.No, but alſo for men of yeeres and aged perſons, who either through theirDeut. 20.18, 19. &c. owne default in their youth, orPro 22.6. Epheſ 6.4. Gen. 18, 19. Deut. 4.10. theirs that ſhould haue ſeeene them better brought vp, are oftentimes but1 Cor 3.2. & 15.34. Heb. 5.11, 12. Ioh. 3.10. children, yea, babes in vnderſtan­ding, and ſuch as haue neede of milke, not of ſtrong meate, ſcarce knowing one foote of the way to Heauen, when almoſt both their feet are in the graue.

I.Is it not therefore the duty of eue­ry Miniſter, diligently to vſe this holy exerciſe among his people, as well as Preaching?

B.Yes, queſtionleſſe, and great­ly [Page] it is to be wiſhed, thatGal. 6.6. 1 Cor. 3.2. Heb. 5.12. & 6.1 al of that ſa­cred function would make conſcience conſtantly ſo to doe, the neglect hereof being one maine principal reaſon, why many of rare and moſt worthy gifts, though they preach often and with great zeale, yet ſée little or not fruit of al their trauell: for who can erect a buil­ding, whereLuk. 6.48.49 & 14.29. 1 Cor. 3.10. the foundation vpon which it ſhould ſtand, is not firſt firm­ly layd?

I.Why ſay you, that Catechiſing is a declaring of the Principles of Religion, out of the Scripture or Word of God?

B.Eſay 8.20. Acts 17.11. 1 Cor. 11.23. 2 Tim. 4.2, 3.Becauſe nothing is to be deliue­red nor receiued for a Principle of Re­ligion or true Doctrine, which hath not foundation in this Word, or is not contained therein.

Scripture.
I.VVHat call you the Scripture or Word of God?

B.AllIohn 5 39. Matth. 22.29. Luke 24.27. Epheſ 2.20. thoſe Bookes of the Old and New Teſtament, penned by holyLuke 1.7. Ioh. 16.13. 2 Tim. 3 16. 2 Pet. 1.19 20.21. men of God, as they were mooued by the Holy Ghoſt; commonly called the Bible.

[Page]I.Which bee the Canonicall Bookes of the Old Teſtament?

B.They may be diuided into three orders. The firſt containes Hiſtori­call books, being narrations of things done: which are, Geneſis, Exodus, Le­uiticus, Numbers, Deuteronomie, the booke of Ioſhua, Iudges, Ruth, two bookes of Samuel, two of the Kings, two of the Chronicles, the bookes of Ezra, Nehemiah, Heſter, and Iob.
The ſecond are Doctrinall bookes, teaching diuine Doctrines and Pre­cepts. Theſe are the bookes of the Pſalmes, of the Prouerbes, of the Prea­cher or Eccleſiaſtes, and the Song of Songs or the Canticles.
The third comprehends Propheti­call bookes, foretelling things to come, whereof ſome are greater: namely, the Prophecy of Eſay, Ieremie, whereun­to belongs his Lamentation, Ezekiel and Daniel: Some ſmaller, to wit, Hoſea, Ioel, Amos, Obadiah, Ionah, Mi­cah, Nahū, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Hag­gai, Zechariah, and Malachie; all which were written in the Hebrew tongue.

I.Which bee the diuine Canonicall [Page]bookes of the New Teſtament?

B.They are diſtinguiſhed into thrée rankes or orders. The firſt containes Hiſtoricall bookes, which are fiue: The Goſpell of S. Matthew, Marke, Luke and Iohn; & the Acts of the Apo­ſtles. The ſecond is, of Epiſtles which are twenty one in number: one to the Romans, two to the Corinthians, one to the Galathians, one to the Epheſians, one to the Philippians, one to the Co­loſſians, two to the Theſſalonians, two to Timothie, one to Titus, one to Phi­lemon, one to the Hebrewes; of Iames one, of Peter two, of Iohn thrée, and of Iude one. The third, one onely Pro­pheticall booke, called the Apocalips or Reuelation of Saint Iohn; which books were penned in the Gréeke tongue.

I.Are not Eſdras, Tobit, Iudith, and the other bookes, commonly ioyned in one volume with the bookes before men­tioned, and interiected betweene Mala­chy the laſt of the ſmall Prophets, and the Goſpell of Saint Matthew, parts of the Canonicall Scripture and Word of God alſo, and of equall authoritie and credit with the reſt mentioned?

[Page]B.No ſurely, and therefore are not to be alledged for confirmation of any Doctrine, or grounds of our faith, though they may bee profitably read for example of life, and inſtruction of manners.

I.What reaſons can you render for the proofe of that you ſay?

B.My reaſons are theſe: Firſt,Luke 16.29. & 24.27. 2 Pet. 1.19. Conferre theſe Scriptures with the Preface before Eccleſiaſticus and 2. Macab. 2.23. Alſo Mala­chie was the laſt Propheticall Writer, as may bee collected by Malac. 4.5.6. be­cauſe they were not written by any of the Prophets, or ſuch as were imme­diatly called of God.
Secondly,2 Tim. 3.16. 2 Pet. 1.21 See the Pro­logue before Eccleſiaſticus and 2. Maccab. 2.24.25.26. vnto the end of the Chapter. they came not by diuine Inſpiration.
Thirdly, there be manyApocryphall Eſter Chap. 12.5, 6. & 15.7. compared with Canonicall Eſter Chap. 6.3. & 3.1.2. &c. and 5.2. Tob. 5.12. and 12.15. Iudith 9.2 conferred with Gen. 49.5, 6, 7. Eccleſ. 46. ver. laſt, with Reuel. 14.13. The Hiſtory of Bell. ver. 31. Dan. 6.18. falſe and ſome2. Maccab. 12.39, 40, 41, &c. and 14.41.42. &c. Iudith 9.1, 2.11.13, &c. impious things contained in them.
Fourthly, throughout the whole [Page] New Teſtament there is not ſo much as one Teſtimonie to bee found cited out of any of theſe bookes, either by our Sauiour Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to giue witneſſe or approbation vnto them.

I.What Arguments are there to aſ­ſure vs, that thoſe bookes of the Old and New Teſtament are the Scriptures and vndoubted Word of God?

B.Acts 2.16, 17. 2 Tim. 3.16. 2 Pet. 1.20.21.Firſt, the outward teſtimonie of themſelues, for they teſtifie of them­ſelues that they are ſo.
Iohn 14 26. 1 Cor. 2.10, 11 12, 13. 1 Iohn 2.20.27.Secondly, The inward teſtimo­nie of the Holy Ghoſt, which doth moſt effectually perſwade our hearts that they be diuine.
Thirdly, their Antiquitie.
Fourthly, the ſingular Maieſtie and ſublimitie of ſtile, which euery­where ſhineth in them.
1 Mac. 1.56, 57Fiftly, the miraculous preſeruati­on of them, againſt the rage and fury of aduerſaries.
Gen 15.13.14. compared with Exod. 1.11.13, 14, &c. Chap. 7. 20. Chap. 8, 9, 10, 11, & 12. alſo 14.27, 28. Eſay 7.14. ac­compliſhed. Mat. 1.21, 22, &c. Mich. 5.2. Mat. 2.1. Luke 2.4, 5, &c. Gen. 49.10 Luke 2, 3, &c. Gen. 12.2. Exod 1.7.12. Numb. 26.4, 5, 6, 7, &c. Gen. 3.15. Col 2.14, 15. Heb. 2.14, 15.Sixtly, the preciſe and wonderfull accompliſhment of the Prophecies therein contained, in the ſame manner as they were fortold, though many [Page] hundred yeeres after, comming to paſſe.
Seuenthly,Reuel. 6.9. the conſtancie of the Saints and holy Martyres of God, which haue ſealed the ſame with their bloud.Iohn. 3.2. Ex. Chap. 8, 9, 10. Acts 5.12, &c. Mark. 16.20. Heb. 2.4.
Eightly, the rare miracles by which God hath confirmed the Doctrine and approoued the Penners thereof to bée immediatly called of him.
Ninthly,Ex. 32.23.24. &c. Numb. 12.1, 2, 3. & 20.11.12. Pſal. 51. & 73.2, 3.13. 14. Mat. 26.69, 70. &c. Iohn 20.25 Acts 15.39. the impartiall faithfulnes of the Penners of them, not ſparing to record vnto all ſucceeding ages, the faults and blemiſhes both of them­ſelues and ſuch as were neareſt and deareſt vnto them.
Tenthly, the1 Cor. 14.24.25. Heb 4.12. admirable power and exceeding efficacie they haue in the conſciences of men,2 Tim. 3.16. conuincing,2 Cor. 3.6. killing,Acts 2.37. & 24.25. terrifying and amazing ſome;Pſal. 19 7.8. & 119.99.100.104.105. illuminating,Pſal. 19.8. & 119.111. reioycing,Rom. 15.4. comforting, andPſal. 19.7. Acts 26.18. conuerting o­thers, &c,

[Page]I.What are the properties of theſe Scriptures?

B.They haue their whole authori­tie from God alone the Author of them, and not from the Church.

I.How proue you this?

B.Pſal. 19.7. & 119.1.2.88. Eſay 8.20.Firſt, becauſe the Scriptures are the Teſtimonie of God; now that cannot receiue authoritie from men, and therefore neither the Scriptures.
Secondly, becauſe the Scriptures are before the Church; for it isEſay 2.2. Mat. 28.19. Acts 1 8.9.10. ga­thered,Iames 1.13. 1 Pet. 1.23. regenerated, andActs 20.32. &c. Epheſ. 4.11.12, 13. Pſal. 119.9.105. Epheſ. 2.20. gouerned by them.
Thirdly, becauſe the Church it ſelfe doth depend vpon the Scriptures, and borroweth all her authoritie from them, being built vpon the foundati­on of the Prophets and Apoſtles.

I.Rehearſe the ſecond propertie of the Scriptures.

B.All things neceſſary to ſaluati­on,Deut. 12.32. Pſal. 19.7. 2 Tim. 3.16. Reu. 22, 18.19. both concerning faith and man­ners, are therein fully comprehended.

I.What is the third propertie of the Scriptures?

B.Pſal. 19.7. & 119.105.130.All points or Articles of faith needefull to bee knowne vnto ſaluati­on, [Page] are plainely and cleerely ſet forth in them.2 Cor, 4.3. 2 Pet. 1.19.

I.What are we further to know con­cerning the Scriptures?

B.That they are the onelyEſay 8.20. Deut. 17.8, 9, 10 18, 19. Iohn 5.39. Acts 17.11. iudge of controuerſies, and rule of faith and manners.
Secondly, that there is but oneNehem. 8.8. true and genuine ſence of euery place of Scripture, which is the litte­rall, expreſſed ſometimes in proper, and ſometimes in borrowed or figura­tiue ſpéeches.
Thirdly, that they are to bee inter­pretedNehem. 8.8. Luke 24.27. by and out of themſelues.
Fourthly, that they areLuke 16.29. 2 Tim. 3.16. Rom. 15.4. neceſſa­ry, andPſal. 12.6. Prou. 30.5. Pſ. 119.9.7 5.86.106.113.128.142.160. Mat. 22.29. Iohn 17.17. Pro. 8.8 pure, being f frée from all vanitie, folly, iniuſtice, error or falſe­hood in the leaſt degree.

I.For what ends and vſes were the Scriptures written?

B.To teach all truth and ſauing Doctrine,2 Tim. 3.16, 17. Rom. 15.4. Pſal. 119.23.50 81.92. to inſtruct in righteouſneſſe and vertue, to correct all ſinne and wickedneſſe, and to comfort in all di­ſtroſſes and perplexities.

I.To whom doth the knowledge of the Scriptures appertaine?

[Page]B.Deut. 17.18, 19. Pſal. 119.9. 2 Tim. 3.15. Iohn 5.39. Deut. 6, 7, 8. Col. 3.16.To all men, of what age, con­dition, qualitie, ranke or degrée what­ſoeuer. Yea, all ſorts of men without exception, are bound to get the know­ledge thereof.

I.But how ſhall all men attaine to knowledge and vnderſtanding of them, ſince they were written in Greeke and Hebrew, which are languages which but a very few are acquainted with?

B.They ought to bee1 Cor. 14.18 19. Acts 2.4, 5, &c. 1 Iohn 4.1. tranſlated into all Languages, andNehem. 8.8, &c. Luke 24 27. plainely ex­pounded to the capacities of the vn­learned.

I.What are wee eſpecially to learne out of the Scriptures?

B.The ſauing knowledge of God, of Man, and of him that is both God and Man, the onely and all-ſufficient Sauiour of mankind Ieſus Chriſt.


Of God.
I.IS there any God?

B.Pſ. 14.1. & 90.2. Eſay 41.4.That there is, euer hath bin, and euer ſhall bee a God, is a thing ſo conſpicuouſly apparant, that it ought not once to bee called into queſtion, [Page] eſpecially among Chriſtians; and thePſal. 79 6. Ierem. 10.25. cruelleſt death is too gentle a puniſhment, for any that ſhall de­ny it.

I.You ſay true. Howbeit becauſe there haue Diagoras. Theodorus Cyrenaeus. beene and yet are many ſuch Monſters, as feare not to deny it, let mee heare what arguments you could bring, were you to deale with ſuch an one, to conuince him of this truth?

B.This moſt glorious frame of heauen and earth,Iob 12.7, 8 9. Pſal. 19.1. Rom. 1.20. with the innume­rable multitudes of admirable crea­tures in them both, doth moſt euident­ly euince againſt all the Atheiſts in the world, that there muſt néedes be ſome intelligent nature, of infinite wiſe­dome and power, (which is God) from and by whom all theſe things ſhould exiſt. For it were moſt abſurd and ab­ſonous from reaſon, to thinke, that they either came by chance, could cre­ate themſelues, or were from euer­laſting.
Secondly,Iob 38.5, 6, 7, 8, &c. Mat. 6.26. A & s 14.17. the continuall preſerua­tion and moſt wiſe and powerfull go­uernement of the world, and al things created in the ſame, doth argue no leſſe.
[Page]Thirdly, all Nations theIonah 1.5, 6. Acts 1 [...].23.28. Gal, 4.8. moſt ſauage that can bee named, haue e­uer had this perſwaſion ingrauen in their hearts by light of nature, that there is a ſupreme Power and Deitie, whom they ought to ſerue and adore: which moſt manifeſtly appeares in this, in that all of them euen the moſt barbarous Pagans, haue euer wor­ſhipped ſome thing or other for their god, yea, euen ſenceleſſePſ. 115.4.5.6. &c. 135.15, &c. Dan. 5.4.23. ſtocks and ſtones, rather then they would bee thought to haue no god at all.
Fourthly, the fearefull iudgements which are inflicted vpon vngodly men euen the greateſt of them,Exod. 14.27, 28 Iudg. 1.4, 5, 6, 7. Dan. 4.31, 32, 33. Acts 12.23. and that ſuch many times as doe ſo liuely re­ſemble the ſinnes whereby they haue offended, as that they may bee (as it were in Capitall letters) read in their plagues: is alſo an vndoubted argu­ment of a Deitie ruling the world, and taking notice of the actions done by men.
Gen. 4.14. Dan. 5.5, 6. Mat 27.3, 4, 5. Rom. 2.15. Humane Hiſto­ries abound with examples of this kinde. Theodorick King of Goths, Nero, Caligula, Richard the third of this Kingdome, &c.Fiftly, the inſufferable terrors of conſcience, thoſe helliſh twitchings and tortures, wherewith the wicked of this world, euen thoſe of higheſt [Page] place, and ſuch as haue therefore no cauſe to feare any man whatſoeuer, are often tormented, and racked, for their crimes euen in ſecret commit­ted. This muſt needes bee an argu­ment inuincible to prooue the certain­ty of a God, before whoſe tribunall they muſt one day bee conuented, to anſwer and receiue ſentence of deſer­ued puniſhment for their wickedneſſe.

I.What is God?

B.What God is in his diuine Eſ­ſence and nature,Iohn 1.18. Iob. 11.7. 1 Cor. 2.10.11. it paſſeth the capa­cities of all the men in the world ei­ther to expreſſe or conceiue, only what manner of one he is, he hath reuealed in his Word, out of which ſome de­ſcription may be giuen of him, to di­ſtinguiſh him from all falſe and fayned gods and all creatures, but no true and perfect definition.

I.How may he be deſcribed?

B.Thus: God is anPſal 90.2. vncreatedIohn 4.24. Spirit,Exod. 3.14. Rom. 11.36. hauing his being of him­ſelfe, moſtDeut. 6.4. ſimple,Mat. 5. & laſt. perfect,Pſ. 139.7, 8, &c infi­nite,Reuel. 1.8. eternall,Iames 1.17. immutable,1 Tim. 6.16. im­mortall,Gen 17.1. omnipotent,1 Iohn 3.20. omniſci­cient, moſtPſal. 147.5. wiſe,Pſal. 33.5. good,Exod. 34.6. graci­ous, [Page] Iohn 3.16 louing,Pſal. 86.15. patient,Luke 6.36. mercifull,Leuit. 11.44. holy,Reu. 6.10. true,Gen. 18.25.11.1. iuſt,Epheſ. 1.11. frée andPſal. 104.1. glo­rious, theGen. 1.1.2, 3, &c. Creator,Mat. 6.26.30. & 10 29, 30. Gouernor andPſal. 36.6. Acts 17.25.28. Preſeruer of Heauen and earth, and of all things in them, viſible and inuiſible.

IHow many Gods be there?

B.1 Cor 8.4, 5, 6. Gal. 3.20. 1 Tim 2.5.No more but one onely.

I.What reaſons can you giue beſide Scripture, to prooue the oneneſſe or vni­tie of God?

B.There can be but one thing moſt perfect, but one omnipotent, one om­nipreſent, one all-ſufficient, one firſt, laſt, and chiefeſt good. But God is all and euery of theſe, therefore it is im­poſſible that there ſhould be more then one onely. Beſides, many Heathens by light of nature haue ſéene and ac­knowledged this truth.

I.2 Cor. 1. [...] & 13, 14. 1 Iobn 3.7. But the Scripture makes mention in many places of three; namely, the Fa­ther, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt, and affirmes each of them to bee God; it[Page]ſeemes therefore that there are three Gods, and not one, as you affirme?

B.It is true indéede, that, as the Scripture witneſſeth, euery one of theſe you haue named, both the Fa­ther, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt, are very God; yet notwithſtanding, they are not thrée but one God.

B.How can they bee three and yet but one?

B.They are thrée in perſons,Gen. 1.26. & 3 22. Mat. 28.19. & 3.16.17. & 15.26. but one and no more in eſſence.

I.But if there bee three perſons a­mong men propounded, whereof euery one is a man; as for inſtance, Peter, Iames and Iohn: can it be truly affirmed of them all, that they are but one man?

B.No. But wee muſt beware of meaſuring the profound things of God, by the leaden rules of mans hol­low reaſon, eſpecially this Trinitie in Vnitie, and Vnitie in Trinitie, which of all other, is a myſterie of myſteries, and a ſecret to be adored, but not curi­ouſly inquired into.

I.You ſaid that God is one in eſſence, and three in perſons; tell mee what theſe words import?

[Page]B.Exod. 3.14. Pſal 9 [...].2. Rom. 1.20.The Offence of God, is the Dei­tie or Godhead it ſelfe, by which, God from and by himſelfe abſolutely is, and exiſteth, and is diſtinguiſhed from all other things whatſoeuer.

I.What is a perſon of the Deitie?

B.Heb. 1.3. Iohn 1.1 & 5.19.37. & 14.9. 16. Col. 2.9.It is a ſubſiſtence in the diuine Eſſence, hauing in it by nature the whole Godhead or diuine Eſſence, but diſtinct from the other perſons, by a peculiar and incommunicable pro­pertie.

I.How many perſons are there in the Godhead?

B.Mat. 28.19. 1 Iohn. 5.7.Thrée, neither more nor few­er; and thoſe truly and reallyIohn 1.14.18.32, 33, 34. & 5.17, 18, 19. Rom. 8.11. diſtinct one from onother, the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt.

I.What is the Father?

B.TheMat. 28.19. 1 Ioh. 5.7. firſt perſon of the Deity, hauing originall of none, exiſting from himſelfe, and not from any other, who ofIohn 1.14. himſelfe, fromPro. 8.22, 23. Iohn. 1.1, 2, 3. & 8.58. euerlaſting hathPſal. 2.7. Heb. 1.5. begotten hisIohn 1.14.18 & 3.16.18. onely Sonne, andIoh. 14.26. Ioh 15.26. together with his Sonne, ſen­deth forth the Holy Ghoſt.

I.Why is he called the Father?

B.Firſt, in reſpect of Chriſt, who [Page] is hisHeb. 1.2. Mat. 3.17. Sonne by nature. Second­ly, of the faithfull, who are all hisEpheſ. 1.5. Rom. 8.14, 15. Sonnes by grace of adoption.

I.What is the Sonne?

B.He is thePro. 8.22.23. & 5.26. Mat. 11.27. ſecond perſon of the Deity, that in theIohn 10.30. & 17.21, 22. vnitie of Eſſence, is from allPro. 8.22, 23. eternitieHeb. 1.3.5. begotten of theRom 8.32. ſubſtance of the Father, and to­gether withIohn 15.26. Rom. 8.9. him, ſendeth forth the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo hath done from e­uerlaſting.

I.Why is he called the Sonne?

B.Becauſe hee is begotten of the ſubſtance of God the Father.Heb. 1.3. Phil 2.6.

I.Why is he called the Word?

B.Firſt, becauſe nothing in the world ſerueth ſo fitly, to reſemble and ſhadow forth vnto vs the manner of his eternall generation of his Fathers ſubſtance, as doth the conceiuing of a word in the mind of man.
Secondly,Iohn 1.18. becauſe as men reueale their mindes one towards another by their words: ſo the Father from the beginning of the world, hath reuealed his mind and will concerning mans duty and ſaluation by his Sonne Ie­ſus Chriſt.
[Page]Acts 10.43. Luke 24.27. Iohn 5.39.46.Thirdly, becauſe hee is the maine and principall ſubiect of the whole written word of God.

I.What is the manner of his eternall generation?

B.Deut. 29.29.This is a myſterie that cannot be comprehended, and therefore may not be pryed into by the dimme eye of humane reaſon.

I.How prooue you that the Sonne is God?

B.TheHe is called God, Eſay 9.6 Tit. 2.13. Lord, Rom. 6.8.9. Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 2.8 Prince of the King of the earth, Reuel. 1.5. King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Reuel. 19.16. Lord of all, Acts 10.36. The Prince of Life, Acts 3.15. Iudge of quicke and dead, Acts 10.42. He is alſo called Gods owne Sonne, Rom. 8.32. and his onely begotten Sonne, Iohn 3.16, &c. names or titles, the eſ­ſentiallHee is ſaid to bee infinite, Mat. 28.20. Eternall, Iohn. 1.1. Reuel 1.11. Immutable, Heb. 1.10, 11, 12. Omnipotent, Reuel. 1.8. Omniſcient, Iohn 21.17, &c. Of moſt free power, Mat. 10. and 5.21. properties,We are to beleeue and truſt in him, Iohn 3.14, 15, 16. To pray to him for things wee neede, Acts 7.57.60. 1 Cor.  [...], 2. To bee baptized in his Name, Mat 28.19. Acts 2.38. To giue him thankes for benefits receiued, 1 Tim. 1.12. The Angels themſelues worſhip him, Heb. 1.16. honor, workesFirſt, the Creation of the world is aſcribed to him. Iohn 1.3. Coloſ. 1.16. Secondly, the preſeruing and gouerning the ſame, Iohn 5.17. Coloſ. 1.17. Thirdly, working of true mira­cles, Mark. 16.20. Acts 3.6, 7. Fourthly, inſt [...]tution of baptiſme, Mat. 28.18, 19. Fiftly, inſtitution of the holy Supper, Mat. 26.26. Mark. 14.23, &c. Sixtly, Redemption of the world. Mat. 1.21. Luke 2.11. Seuenthly, Regeneration, Mat 3.11. Iohn 1.33. Eightly, Iuſtification, Eſay 53.11. Ninthly, Remiſſion of ſinnes. Mat. 9.6. Tenthly, raiſing of the Dead, Iohn 5.21.22, 23. & 6.39, 40. Eleuenthly, iudging the world, Iohn 5.22 23. Rom. 14.9, 10, 11. Twelfthly, giuing eternall life, Iohn 10.27, 28, 30. Phil. 3.20.21. and actions of God are attributed to him in Scripture.

[Page]I.What is the Holy Ghoſt?

B.TheMat. 28.19. thirdIob 33.4. Acts 20.28. Perſon of the Trinitie, eternallyIohn 14.26. & 15.26. Gal. 4.6. proceeding from the Father and the Sonne.

I.What is the manner of the procee­ding of the Holy Ghoſt?

B.This is as the generation of the Sonne, a ſecret inconceiuable.

I.Is there any difference betweene the generation of the Sonne, and the pro­ceeding of the Holy Ghoſt?

B.Yes doubtleſſe, there is ſome difference betweene them, but what it is,Rom 11.33. is one of the vnſearchable things of God, and a way of his paſt finding out.

I.What reaſons haue you to prooue the Holy Ghoſt to be God?

B.TheHee is called God, 2 Sam. 23 2, 3. Acts 5.3, 4. names, titles, eſſentiallHe is eter­nall, Gen. 1.2. Infinite, Pſal. 139.7, 8. Omni­ſcient, Eſay 11.2. Iohn 16.13. Omnipotent, Eſay 11.2. properties,We are baptized in his Name. Mat. 28.19. honor,It is affirmed of him, that he created the world, Gen. 1, 2, 3. Iob 26.13. He preſerues the ſame, Gen 1, 2. Gouernes it, Act. 16.6. Rom. 16.25. Workes miracles, 1 Cor. 12.4.10. Calles Pro­phets and Miniſters, Act. 13.2 & 20.28. Reueales Gods will, &c. Iohn 14.26. 1 Cor. 2.9, 10. Diſtributes diuine gifts at his plea­ſure, 1 Cor. 12.11. Leades into all truth, Iohn 16.13. Foreſhewes things to come, Iohn 16.13. & 11.28. Regenerates, Iohn 3.5. Gal. 5.22. Comforts, Iohn 14.28. Acts 9.5. Iuſtifies, 1 Cor. 6.11. workes and [Page] operations of God, are attributed to him, as well as to the Father or the Sonne in Scripture.

I.Why is the Holy Ghoſt called Spirit, more then the Father, or the Son, ſince they are Spirits as well as he?

B.He is termed Spirit, not onely becauſe of his ſpirituall nature, which is equally common to all the thrée per­ſons, but for that hee is ſpired and (as it were) breathed forth from the Fa­ther and the Sonne, hee procéeding from them both.

I.Why is this title (holy) giuen to him, more then to the other Perſons, who are of no leſſe puritie and holineſſe then himſelfe?

B.1 Cor. 6.11. 2 Theſ. 2.13. 1 Pet. 1.12.Becauſe hée immediately ſancti­fies the elect and children of God.

[Page]I.What things are common to theſe three Perſons?

B.The Eſſence, allAs Eternity, Immenſity, Im­mutability, Omnipotency, &c. the eſſentiall properties, and outwardAs Creation, Preſeruation. workes of the Diety, reſpecting the creatures.

I.How are they diſtinguiſhed a­mong themſelues?

B.Firſt, by their names, the firſt perſon being called the Father;Mat 28, 29. the ſecond, the Sonne; and the third, the Holy Ghoſt.
Secondly, by their order; for the Father is the firſt Perſon, becauſe hee is the fountaine of the Diuinitie of the Sonne and of the Holy Ghoſt.
The Sonne is the ſecond Perſon, becauſe the Deity is communicated vnto him of the Father, by an incom­prehenſible generation.
The Holy Ghoſt is the third Per­ſon,Mat. 28.19. 1 Iohn. 5.7. becauſe the Deity is communi­cated vnto him from the Father and the Sonne, by an incomprehenſible ſpiration,

I.Is not then one of theſe Perſons before another?

B.Yes, in manner of exiſtence, but not in time; there is an order a­mong [Page] them, but no priority or inequa­lity, but they are all Coeſſentiall, Coe­ternall and Coequall.

I.Is not this order of Perſons kept alſo in their outward workes?

B.Iohn 1.3. & 14. 2 [...]. & 15.26. &  [...] 19. Col. 1.16. Heb. 1.2.It is ſo; for though all outward workes are done by the common will and operation of the whole Trinity, yet ſo as the Father of himſelfe, wor­keth by the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; the Sonne from the Father, by the Holy Ghoſt; the Holy Ghoſt from the Father and the Sonne.

I.How are theſe three Perſons di­ſtinguiſhed among themſelues?

B.By an internall incommunica­ble propertie.

I.What is the incommunicable pro­pertie of the Father?

B.That he being of none, hath from euerlaſting begotten his Sonne con­ſubſtantiall to himſelfe.

I.What is the incommunicable pro­pertie of the Sonne?

B.That hee is begotten of the Fa­ther from all eternitie, by an incom­prehenſible and vnſpeakeable gene­ration.

[Page]I.What is the incommunicable pro­pertie of the Holy Ghoſt?

B.That from all eternity hee pro­céedeth from the Father and the Son.

I.What are wee further bound to know out of the Scripture, concerning God?

B.His Workes, eſpecially, his Predeſtination, Creation, and Pro­uidence.


Of Predeſtination.
I.IS there any Predeſtination? Mat. 20.16. Iohn 10.26. 28 29. Epheſ. 1.4.11. Iude 4.

B.Yes certainely, the Scrip­ture in many places teacheth vs ſo.

I.Ought the Doctrine of Predeſtina­tion to be taught?

B.Yea ſurely. Firſt, becauſe it is a thingDeut. 29.29. Rom. 15.4. reuealed in Scripture. Se­condly, it makes much for theRom. 9.22, 23 Epheſ. 1.6.12. illu­ſtration of Gods glory. Thirdly, for the1 Theſ. 5 9, 10, 11. Luke 10.20. 2 Tim. 2 19. conſolation of the faithfull: and fourthly, for ſtirring them vp toRom. 12.12. Epheſ. 1, 2, 3, 4. thankefulneſſe to God in word and déede.

I.What is predeſtination?

[Page]B.It is theEpheſ. 1.4. 2 Theſ. 2.13. 2 Tim. 1.9. eternall,Rom. 9.11.15 18.20. &c. Epheſ. 1.5. frée,Rom 11.33. 1 Cor. 1.25. wiſe,Mal. 3.6. Rom. 11.29. immutable, and moſtDeut. 32.4. Gen. 18.25. iuſt1 Theſ. 5.9. Rom. 9.11. decrée of God, whereby, beforeEpheſ. 1.4. Iude 4. the foundations of the world were laid, he hathRom. 9.22, 33. 1 Pet 2.8. appointed all men to an e­uerlaſtingPſal. 16.11. Mat. 25 46. eſtate, either of happineſſe or2 Theſ. 1.9 Reuel. 14.11. miſery, to the glory ofRom. 9.17.22.23. Epheſ. 1.6.12. his mer­cy and iuſtice.

I.What bee the parts of Predeſti­nation?

B.Rom. 9.23.20. 1 Theſ. 5 9.Two, Election, and Reproba­tion.

I.What is Election?

B.It is the decrée of God, where­by he hathRom 8.30. Epheſ. 1.4. ordained ſome men to e­uerlaſting life, and theRom. 8.30. 2 Theſ 2.13. meanes that bring thereunto, for the glory of hisRom 9.23. Epheſ. 1.6.12. grace and mercy

I.Why did God elect ſome to life?

B.Rom. 9.15, 16. 18, &c. & 11.5. Luke 13.32.Onely for the meere good plea­ſure of his will.

I.Did hee not elect men for their foreſeene faith and workes?

B.No.Rom. 9.16. For election is the cauſe [Page] ofActs 13.48. Tit. 1.1. faith andRom. 8.29. Epheſ. 1.4.2.10 workes, in whomſo­euer haue them.

I.Are not all men elect?

B.No.Mat. 20.16. Iohn 13.18. Rom. 11.7. For then there ſhould bee no election at all.

I.Can the Elect be certaine that they are predeſtinated to eternall life?

B.TheyLuke 10.20. Rom. 8.16 38. &c. 2 Tim. 4.8. can, and ought to bee,2 Cor 13.5. 2 Pet. 1.10. giuing all diligence to make their e­lection ſure.

I.VVhat are the ſignes of an elect veſſell, whereby one may be infallibly aſ­ſured that he is ſuch an one?

B.The vndoubted fignes hereof areActs 13.48. 2 Theſ. 2.13. Tit. 1.1. faith and conſtantEpheſ. 1.4. Mat. 10.22. 1 Cor. 15.58. holyneſſe of life, which whoſoeuer are in truth in­dued withall, may, yea and ought to be as certainely perſwaded of their e­lection, as if God by ſome extraordina­ry reuelation, or by his owne voyce from heauen, ſhould make knowne the ſame vnto them.

I.VVhat if a man find not theſe gra­ces in himſelfe?

B.Hee is not therefore to deſpaire of his ſaluation, or to iudge himſelfe a Reprobate and caſt-away,Rom. 10.8. 1 Cor. 3.5. Iohn 15.3. Acts 26. [...]8. but muſt diligently labour in the vſe of the [Page] meanes ordayned of God, that they may be wrought in him, remembring that God calles atMat. 20.1, 2, 3, 4, &c. Luke 23.40, 41 42. all houres.

I.Tell mee now what is Reproba­tion?

B.It is the decréeRom. 9.18.21 22. 1 Pet. 2.8. 2 Tim. 2.20. of God, wher­by he hath from all eternitie ordayned, not to haue mercy on ſome men and women in Chriſt, nor to make themMat. 11.25. Acts 13.48. Iohn 8.47. partakers of the meanes of ſaluati­on, but to paſſe them by,Iohn 8.21.24 leaue them in their ſinne, and for them iuſtly to condemne them to perpetual torments in Hell,Pro. 16.4. Rom. 9.17.23. for the glory of his power and iuſtice.

I.VVhat is the mouing cauſe of Re­probation?

B.Rom. 9.18, 19, 20. Epheſ. 1.11.None other but the good plea­ſure of Gods Will.

I.VVere not foreſeene Infidelitie and other ſinnes, the cauſe why ſome are Reprobates?

B.No. GodIohn 3.18.36 Iohn 16.9. Mark. 16.16. condemnes none but for their infidelitie andIohn 8.21.24 Rom. 2.8. & 6.3 [...]. &c. ſinne: but theſe were not the cauſes of his reprobating any; for then none ſhould haue beene Elect, but all Reprobates, in as much, as hee fore-ſaw all men [Page] ofPſal. 51.5. Rom. 6.17.20. & 3.9, 10, &c. Epheſ. 2.1, 2, 3. themſelues, would bee alike vn­beléeuers and ſinfull.

I.But will not this argue God of in­iuſtice, for his will ſake to reprobate men?

B.No.Gen. 18.25. Nehem. 9.33. Rom. 9.14. Becauſe whatſoeuer God wills, is therefore iuſt, becauſe he wils it: his will being the ſupreme rule of all iuſtice and righteouſneſſe.

I.Is there a certain and definite num­ber of Elect and Reprobate?

B.Yea vndoubtedly,Iohn 13.18. & 10.3.14.27. 2 Tim. 2.19. with God there is, ſo as the ſame can neither bée augmented nor diminiſhed, or hee which is once Elect become a Repro­bate, nor any Reprobate of the Elect. But to vs men, the number both of the one and the other is altogether vn­knowne.

I.VVhich number is the greateſt, of the Elect, or of the Reprobate?

B.The number of the Elect, con­ſidered in themſelues is veryMat. 8.11. & 20.28. Reuel. 7.9. great; but in compariſon of the Reprobate, and ſuch as ſhall bee damned, it is butLuke 12.32. ſmall and little.

I.Are the Elect ſo certaine of ſalua­tion, as that they cannot periſh; and on[Page]the contrary, the Reprobate of damnati­on, as that none of them can be ſaued?

B.Yes aſſuredly, it is impoſſible for any one of GodsMat. 24.24. Iohn 10.27, 28, 29. 2 Tim. 2.19, choſen to miſſe of eternall life, or ſo much asReuel. 20.15. & 21.27. one reprobate to eſcape euerlaſting death.

I.But will it not follow, if the caſe be ſo, that neither the Elect can periſh, nor the Reprobate be ſaued whatſoeuer they doe, that it matters not then how men liue, or demeane themſelues in this world?

B.God predeſti­nates none to the end, but he predeſtinates them alſo to the meanes conducting to that end.No. God forbid that any ſhould make ſuch a heiliſh and diuelliſh con­cluſion, from ſo diuine and heauenly a doctrine. For it is moſt certaine, that whomſoeuer God hath elected, he pu­rifies their hearts byActs 15.9.26.18. faith, and1 Cor. 1.30. & 6.11. 2 Theſ. 2.13. ſo ſanctifies them by his renewing ſpirit, at the time of their effectuall calling, as that afterwards theyRom. 6.4, 5, 6.14. & 8.1. Epheſ. 1.4. cannot but leade an holy and godly life, andIer. 32.40. Phil. 1.6. per­ſeuer ſo to doe vnto the end. And as for the Reprobate, God ſo leaues them to their ownePſal. 81.12. Acts 14.16. Rom. 1.24.26. corruption, and to the will ofRom. 11.8. Epheſ. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2.26. Satan the tempter, as that theyIer. 13.23. Mat. 7.16, 17, 18. Iohn 8.34.45. cannot but liue and continue in [Page] infidelitie and ſinne, till their dying day.

I.What is the inference then that men ſhould make from the certainty of the Elects ſaluation, and the Reprobates damnation?

B.Surely this, which is cleane contrary to the other; namely, That it ſtands euery man and woman vpon to endeauour with all their power, to auoyd ſinne, and to walke in holineſſe and righteouſneſſe before God, and ſo reſolue with themſelues at all times to doe, that by this meanes they may get aſſurance to their ſoules that they are of the number of Gods Elect, whoſe ſaluation is ſo ſure; and not of the Reprobate whoſe damnation is ſo vn­auoydable: an holy and vnblameable conuerſation being the2 Pet. 1.10. Epheſ. 1.4. marke wher­by the one is diſcerned from the other, as alſo thePro. 10.17. & 12.28. & 15.24. meanes and way to at­taine euerlaſting life.


Of Creation.
I.VVHat is Creation, the ſecond ſpeciall worke of God (as [Page]you affirmed) that we are to informe our ſelues of out of the Scriptures?

B.It is a moſtEſay. 40.26. Rom. 1.20. powerfullGen. 2.2. worke ofEſay 44.24. Iob 38 4, 5, 6. &c. 1 Cor. 8.6. God the Father, theIohn 1.3. Col. 1.13. Sonne, and theGen. 1.1.26. Iob 35.10. Holy Ghoſt, by which in theGen. 1.1. Pro. 8.22, 23. Iohn 1.1, &c. beginning, in theGen. 1. Gen. 2.1, 2, 3. ſpace of ſix dayes, by hisGen. 1.3.6, &c. Pſ. 148.5. Word onely, out ofPro. 8.22, 23. Rom. 4.17. Heb. 11.3. nothing, he made thePſal. 19.1.103.22. Pro. 16.4. Heauens and the earth, with all things in them viſi­ble and inuiſible; to theRom. 11.36. Reuel. 4.10, 11. praiſe of his infinite power, wiſedome and good­neſſe.

I.How did God create all things?

B.Gen. 1.31.Excéeding good.

I.How can it be ſaid that God made all things exceeding good, ſince wee ſee that there are ſo many noyſome, vene­mous and hurtfull beaſts, herbes, and o­ther things in the world, as alſo wicked and vncleane ſpirits, nam [...], the Di­uels?

B.No creatures were hurtfull by Gods creation, but they became ſo by theGen. 1.17. ſinne of man, for a puniſhment to him for the ſame. And as touching [Page] theIude 6. Iohn 8.44. 2 Pet. 2.4. Diuels, God made them good, holy and happy, but of their owne will they rebelling againſt God, fell from that excellent eſtate they recei­ued by Creation, and ſo became e­uill, &c. as they are.

I.You ſaid that God created the world with the creatures therein, in the ſpace of ſix dayes; tell me what he crea­ted the firſt day?

B.The earth, waters and light.Gen. 1, 2, 3, &c.

I.Which were the workes of the ſe­cond day?

B.The firmament, and the diuiſi­on of the waters vnder the firmament from them aboue the firmament.Gen. 1.6, 7, 8, 9

I.What made he the third day?

B.The third day hee collected the waters vnder the firmament into one place which hee called Sea,Gen. 1.9, 10, 11 12, 13. dried the earth, and made all ſorts of herbes and trées vpon the ſame.

I.What did God create the fourth day?

B.The Sun, Moone and Starres, and that for theſe purpoſes; namely,Gen. 1.14.15. that they might diuide the day from the night, bee for ſignes and ſeaſons, [Page] dayes and yeeres, and giue light to the earth both by day and night.

I.What did God create the fifth day?

B.Gen. 1.21, 22, 23.All kindes of Fiſhes and Birds.

I.What did God create the ſixt and laſt day?

B.Gen. 1.24.25, &c.All manner of beaſtes, cattell and créeping things, and laſt of al man, of theGen. 2.7: duſt of the earth.

I.In which of theſe dayes were the Angels created?

B.It is moſt certaine they were created in one of them,Gen. 2.1.2. Col. 1.16. 1 Kings 22.19. but in which, is not reuealed; howbeit it is moſt pro­bable that they were created the firſt day together with the Heauens, the place of their abode.

I.Why doth not Moſes expreſſe the time of their creation, as well as of all o­ther things?

B.Becauſe his purpoſe and proiect was, onely to entreate of the viſible creatures, and ſuch as are ſubiect to our ſenſes.


Of the Angels.
[Page]
I.NOw we are fallen into the men­tion of Angels; tell mee what are Angels?

B.They areMat. 22.30. Luke 20.30. immortall1 Kings 22.21 Pſal. 104.4. Spi­rits, or ſpirituallDan. 7.10. ſubſtances, freeMat. 18.10. from bodies, of excéeding2 Kin. 19.35. Eſay 37.36. power,2 Sam. 14.17.20. wiſedome, and2 Kings 19.35. Eſay 6.2. agilitie,Gen. 2.12. Col. 1.16. created after theIob 1.6.2.1. Mat. 22.30.25.31. image of God, to miniſterPſal. 104 4. Pſal. 103 21. to him, and men his1 Kings 19.5. Heb. 1.14. children.

I.How many ſorts of Angels are there?

B.Two. Good and bad.

I.What are the good Angels?

B.The good Angels are thoſe1 Tim. 5.21. E­lect ſpirits inMat. 18.10.22.30.24.36. heauen,Mat. 25.31. Luke 9. [...]6. which by the grace of God continued in the truth and integritie, in which they were created; and by the ſame grace are ſo confirmed in that eſtate, as that now theyMat. 18.20. & 22.30. cannot fall from it, but are for euer bleſſed.

I.What are the actions of the good Angels?

[Page]B.With allIob 1.6. & 2.1. Mat. 6.10. & 18.10. readineſſe and chéer­full willingneſſe toPſal. 103.20. Dan. 7.10. obey and ſerue God, andPſal. 103.20.21.148.2. Eſay 6.3. celebrate his praiſes; toGen. 19.12, 13. Dan. 9.21, 22. & 10, 11, 12, &c. inſtruct,Gen. 19.16.28.12.15. 2 King. 6.16, 17 19.35. Pſal. 34 7. preſerue, kéepe, defend,2 Sam 24.16 17. Luke 1.20. correct andGen. 21.17.18. Luke 1 30.22.43. comfort the faithfull: in the houre of death to conuay theirLuke 16.22. ſoules into the Kingdome of Hea­uen, and in the day of iudgement, toMat. 24.31. Marke 13.27. gather them together, from the foure Windes, from one end of the heauens to the other. Laſtly, in reſpect of the wicked, toGen. 19.12.17. Exod. 12.29. plague and puniſh them in this life, and at the laſt day to ſepa­rateMarke 13.41. them from the Elect, andMat. 13.42. caſt them into euerlaſting fire.

I.Dan. 7.10. 2 Kings 6.16, 17. Pſal 103.20, 21 Are there many of theſe good An­gels?

B.Yea, innumerable multitudes.

I.What are the euill Angels?

B.They are thoſe1 Tim 3.2. reprobate in­fernallLuke 8.31. 2 Pet. 2.4. ſpirits, commonly called theLuk. 4 2 8.12 Heb. 2.14. Iames 4.7. Diuels, which2 Pet. 2 4. Iude 6. ſtood not in the truth and integritie they were created in, but of their owne will fell from the ſame, and ſo of good became euill, and [Page] of happy moſt vnhappy and miſera­ble, beingMat. 13.28, 29 1 Cor. 10.21. 2 Cor. 6.15. irreconciliable enemies to God, and he to them.

I.When did they fall?

B.The Scriptures expreſſes not the time of their defection,Gen. 3 1, 2 &c. 1 Iohn 8.44. Iohn 3.8. onely this is euident by them, that it was before the fall of our firſt parents, Adam and Eue, euen in the beginning of the world.

I.VVhat was their ſinne?

B.The Scripture peculiarly doth not define this neither.

I.VVhat are their actions?

B.Continually toZach. 3.1. Mat. 4.9.13.28 29. Therefore he is called Sa­tan, Iob 1.6 12 & 2.1.6 and of­ten elſe where. hate, oppoſe and reſiſt God; to1 Chron. 21.1 Gen 3 15. 1 Pet. 5.8. Reuel. 12.7.10.13, 14. In this reſpect alſo, is hee ſo often in Scripture called Satan, which ſignifies an enemy or aduerſary maligne, perſe­ſecute andIob 1.9.11. & 2.5 Reuel 12 9, 10. hence ſo frequently termed Deuils. falſely accuſe his children; toMat. 13.19. 1 Theſ. 2.18. hinder (what lies in them) all good,Gen. 3.1, 2, 3, &c. Mat 4.3, 4. The tempter, Mat. 4.3. 1 Theſ. 3 5. ſollicite to all euill,Iob 1.7. & 2.2. 1 Pet. 5.8. euer to be labouring how to bring men to per­dition and deſtruction; toEpheſ. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2.26. worke mightily in the wicked, carrying them headlong into all manner of ſinnes, to [Page] plagueIudg. 9.23. 1 Sam. 16.14, 15. them in this life, toLuke 12.20. carry their ſoules when they die into Hell, and there for euer to torment them.

I.What doth the Scripture further reueale vnto vs concerning theſe euill Angels or Deuils?

B.That they are almoſtMat. 8.30.12 45. Reuel. 1 [...].7. infinite for number, excéedingReuel. 12.4.12.17. malicious,Iob 1.13, 14, 15, &c. & 2.7. Mat. 15.22. Therefore called Dragon, Reuel. 12.3, &c. and 16.13. & 22. and Lyon, 1 Pet. 5.8. cruell,Gen 3.12. &c. 2 Cor. 2.11. & 11.3. Hence called Serpent, and old and crooked Serpent, Eſay. 27.1. Reuel. 12.9.14, 15, 20.2. Therefore called alſo  [...] and  [...] wiſe, learned, skilfull, expert, &c. Mat. 8.31. Reuel 16.14.18.2. as elſewhere often. ſubtill,Gen. 3.1, 2, &c. 1 Kings 22.22, 23. falſe,Mat. 10.1.12 43. filthy,Mat. 6.13. Epheſ. 6.12.16. wicked, and2 Pet. 2.4. Iude 6. euerlaſtingly con­demned without the leaſt hope of re­demption.

I.What thinke you of their power?

B.That it isIob. 1.16.19.2.7. Epheſ. 2.2. Therefore cal­led a ſtrong men, Mat. 12.29. and Lyon, 1 Pet. 5 8. and Dragon, Reuel. 12.3, 4. and Leuiathan, Eſay. 27.1. and Prince of the world, Iohn 12.31 14.30.16.11. and the God of the world, 2 Cor. 4.4. wonderfull great, yet ſoIob 1.12.2.5, 6. 1 Kings 22.21, 22. Mat. 8.31, 32. Reuel. 7.2. limited and reſtrained, as they cannot doe what they would, nor the leaſt thing of all without the will and permiſſion of God: and therefore [Page] (which is a ſingular comfort to all the Saints) it is impoſſible that they ſhould euer preiudice theMat. 24.24. Luke 22.31, 32 ſaluation of any of Gods Elect; yea, or doe them ſo much as theIob 1 12.2.6, 7. Marke 5.12, 13. leaſt euill in a­ny kinde, which God their heauenly Father will not haue befall them.


Of Prouidence.
I.VVHat is the third worke of God, which you ſaid wee are eſpecially to learne out of the Scrip­tures, namely, his Prouidence?

B.The prouidence of God is a moſtHeb. 1.3. powerfull action of God, whereby according to hisEpheſ. 1.4. 1 Cor. 2.6, 7. eternall,Pſal. 147.5. Rom. 11.33. moſt wiſe,2 Chron. 19.7 Nehem. 9.33. iuſt, andPſal. 33.11. Heb. 6.17. immutableIer. 50.45. Acts 2.23. de­crée, hePſal. 36.6.40.2. Acts 17.25.28. preſerues,Pſal. 104.14.27, 28. Mat. 6.26.28, 29.30. cares for, andPro. 16.33. Mat. 10.29, 30. gouernes the whole world, all and euery thing in the ſame, together with theirGen. 26.50.19, 20. actions, diſpoſing all to their foreappointed ends, for his owneExod. 9.16. Rom. 9.22, 23. glo­ry, and theGen. 45.7.50.19.20. Rom. 8.18. ſaluation of the Elect.

[Page]I.Are the ſinfull and wicked actions of men diſpoſed and gouerned alſo by the prouidence of God?

B.YesGen. 45.5. Acts 12.23. & 4 28. certainely, for being om­nipotent, it isRom. 9.9. Epheſ. 1.11. impoſſible that any thing ſhould come to paſſe which hee will not haue to be.

I.But will not this make God to bee the cauſe and author of ſinne?

B.No. For heeRom 9.14. Iames 1.13. cannot ſinne himſelfe, neither doth heeDeut. 18.12. Pſal. 5.5, 6, 7. Eſay 1.13, 14. &c. and 66.3, 4, &c. will, ap­proue or command ſinne; neither tempt, perſwade, allure, helpe, pro­uoke or compell vnto it, nor yet inſtils wickedneſſe into any, but forbids, ex­treamely hates, deteſts andDeut. 28.15, &c. Leuit. 26.14, 15, &c. puni­ſhes the ſame. Onely theActs 17, 18. Epheſ. 1.11. action, and as it tendeth to, or hath ſomeGen. 45.5. & 50.19, 20. Acts 4.27, 28 good adioyned with it, is from God but theIames 1.13, 14, 15. 1 Iohn 2.16. euill and ſinfulneſſe thereof, is from the wicked will of man,Gen. 20.6. Pſal. 119.10. deſtituted of Gods grace, and giuen ouer to hisPſal. 81.12. Rom.  [...].24.26. owne corrupt luſts, and the power of Satan the tempter.Ephes. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2.26.


Of Man.
[Page]
I.VVHat are we to learne out of the Scriptures, concerning man?

B.His fourefold eſtate or condition.Of confection, defection, re­fection, per­fection. Firſt, of innocencie by creation. Se­condly, of miſery by his fall. Third­ly, of grace by Ieſus Chriſt. And laſt­ly, of glory, being immediately after death in his ſoule, & conſummate both in body and ſoule againe reunited af­ter the generall reſurrection.

I.Who were the firſt parents of all mankinde?

B.Their names were Adam and Eue. Gen. 2.20 & 3.20. 1 Tim. 2.13.

I.Of what parts did they conſiſt?

B.Of a body,Gen. 2.7. Mat. 20.28. and an immortall ſoule.

I.Of what matter was the body of Adam formed? Gen. 2.7. Eccleſ. 12.7. Gen. 2.21, 22, 23. 1 Cor. 11.8. Gen. 2 7. Zach. 12.1.

B.Of the duſt of the ground.

I.Of what was Eues body formed?

B.Of one of Adams ribs.

I.Whereof were their ſoules made?

B.God inſpired them of nothing.

[Page]I.How may the ſoule of man be de­ſcribed?

B.Thus. The ſoule is anGen. 2.7. Mat. 10.28. im­mortallEccleſ. 12.7. Acts 7.59. ſpirit, or a ſpirituall ſub­ſtance, endued withGen. 2.20. Nehem. 8.8. vnderſtanding,Deut. 15.15. Eccleſ. 12.1. memory,Rom. 2.15. Heb. 13.18. conſcience,Iohn 8.44. Rom. 7.19.21. will, andDeut. 6.5. 1 Sam. 1.10.15. Mat. 26.38. Luke 1.47. affections,Gen. 2.7. Eccleſ. 12.7. Eſay 57.16. created out of nothing, and immediately infuſed of God into the body, toGen. 2.7. Acts 5.5.10. quicken it, fit it for a­ctions, and together with the ſame, to make theGen. 46.26. Exod. 1.5. perſon of a man.


Of mans firſt eſtate of Innocencie by Creation.
I.IN what eſtate were our firſt Pa­rents created?

B.Gen. 1.27. Pſal. 8.5.49.20.In a moſt glorious and happy condition, euen according to the i­mage of God himſelfe.

I.In what reſpects were they crea­ted after Gods image?

B.Firſt, inGen 2.7. Zach. 12.1. Exod. 1.5. Acts 7.14.59. reſpect of their ſoules, in that as God is, ſo are they, of a ſpi­rituall, ſimple, intelligible, incorpo­reall, [Page] immortall, inuiſible nature; alſo as he is but one in Eſſence, yet diuers in perſons, ſo the ſoule of man is but one, yet hauing ſundry faculties.
Secondly,Gen. 2.19, 20.23. 1 Chron. 28.9. Rom. 1.19.20.21. & 2.15. Col. 3.10. in reſpect of the diuine gifts and graces they were adorned with, to wit, ſingular wiſedome, and knowledge, ſo that they rigthly and perfectly knew both themſelues and God their Creator, as alſo his will and workes, euen the ſeuerall natures, diſpoſitions and properties of all his creatures.Deut. 6.5. Eccle [...]. 7.31. Mat. 22.37 38, 39. Epheſ. 4.24. Alſo perfect righteouſneſ [...]e and holineſſe, ſo that neither in their mindes they did conceiue, neither in their hearts deſire, nor with the mem­bers of their bodies act or commit (du­ring the time of their integritie) any thing, but that which was moſt conſo­nant and agréeable to the will of God their maker.
Thirdly, in reſpect of their dignity,Gen. 1.28. & 9.2. Pſal. 8.6. in that they had ſoueraignty and lord­ſhip giuen them ouer all other crea­tures

I.In what other things did their hap­pineſſe conſiſt?

B.Firſt,Gen. 1.28. in that the loue and fa­uour [Page] of God was ſet vpon them.
Gen. 1.28, 29. Epheſ. 4.18.Secondly, in that bleſſed commu­nion and fellowſhip they had continu­ally with him.
Thirdly, in their bodies, which were indued with perfect health,Gen. 1.31. & 2.25. & 9.2. Pſal. 8.5. & 49.20. 1 Cor. 12.23. ſtrength, agilitie, impaſſibilitie, im­mortalitie, with a princely maieſtie, moſt incomparable beauty, and in a word, with all perfections that might giue grace or glory to them; the image of God (though properly ſeated in their ſoules, yet) illuſtrating and moſt gloriouſly ſhining in their bodies alſo by the effects thereof.
Gen. 2.8.Fourthly, in the place of their abode, which was Paradiſe, where they en­ioyed an heauen vpon earth, euen whatſoeuer might giue content or delight.
Gen. 3.17.19.Fifthly, in that their labour was without any the leaſt paine, griefe or weariſomneſſe that can be imagined.


Of Mans eſtate of miſery by his fall.
I.DId they continue in this glorious and happy eſtate?

[Page]B.No alas, they did not,Gen. 3.1, 2, &c. Pſal. 49.20. but ſoone loſt the ſame, and fell away from God that had giuen it them.

I.How came that to paſſe?

B.By their voluntary and wilfull diſobedience to the commandement of God,Gen. 3.6. Eccleſ. 7.29. in eating of the forbidden fruit of the trée of knowledge of good and euill.

I.By what meanes were they drawne to eate of this fruit, contrary to Gods commandement?

B.By the temptation of the Di­uell,Gen. 3.2, 3, &c. who by his wily ſubtilty beguiled the woman, making her beleeue that it would redound to the great good both of her and her husband to eate thereof; by which perſwaſion ſhe be­ing ouercome, tooke of the fruit, and did eate, and gaue of the ſame to her husband, who did eate alſo.

I.What was the good which the Di­uell bore the woman in hand they ſhould gaine by their eating?

B.Wiſedome and Knowledge.Gen. 3.5, 6.

I.What befell them for this tranſ­greſſing Gods Commandement?

B.They were inſtantly ſtript ofGen. 3.7.8.10.17, 18, 19. 23, 24 & 2.17. Leuit. 26.14, 15, &c. Deut 20.15, 16 &c. and 27.26 Iob 14 1. Pſal 49 laſt. Rom. 6 23. Gal 3.10. Tit. 3 3. [Page] that glorious and happy eſtate of their creation; and moreouer, made obnoxi­ous to innumerable legions of ſor­rowes in this life, to death of body, and to the neuer-ending wrath of God in body and ſoule, in the life to come.

I.But doe you not thinke that God herein inflicted too great a puniſhment vpon them for their ſinne?

B.No vndoubtedly, he did not.

I.Why ſo?

B.Becauſe thereby they tranſgreſ­ſed the commandement of him who is an infinite Maieſtie, to the breach of whoſe leaſt Commandement, there can bee no leſſe due then an infinite weight of vengeance.
Secondly, becauſe this was no ſmall or petty ſinne, as it may ſéeme to be, if wee looke no further then the baſeneſſe of the externall obiect; but a moſt grieuous, horrible and capitall crime, euen in the higheſt degrée.

I.This ſinne may well bee called with the wicked ſpirit in the Goſpell, Legion, be­cauſe it was a combination of many exe­crable ſinnes together in one. Gen. 2.17. How make you this to appeare?

B.Firſt, becauſe it was not one ſimple and ſingle ſinne alone, but a compoſition, and as it were, a con­courſe [Page] and conglobation of many ſe­uerall, and thoſe moſt hainous ſinnes together.

I.Which were they?
Firſt, damnable infidelitie, in that they beleeued not God, menacing death vnto them, if they diſobeyed his Commandement.
Secondly, fearefull contempt of the ſacred Maieſtie of God,Gen. 3, 4, 5, 6.17. in that they giue credit and yéeld obedience to the voyce of the Diuell, rather then to his.
Thirdly, deteſtable couetouſneſſe,Gen. 3.6. in that not ſatisfied with thoſe moſt excellent and glorious prerogatiues they were indowed withall, they gape after more, and ſéeke for a higher e­ſtate then God was pleaſed to confer vpon them.
Fourthly, Satanicall pride,Gen 3.5. in that they moſt inſolently aſpire to an equa­litie with God himſelfe.
Fiftly, intollerable ingratitude, in that when God had made them the principall and nobleſt of all his crea­tures, yea,Gen. 3. their ſoueraigne Lords and Kings; and further, dignified them [Page] with his owne image; all this is for­gotten, vilified, and made of no ac­count with them, vnleſſe they may be his fellowes and equalles: alſo in that they ſo ſoone let ſlip the memory of thoſe manifold vnſpeakable fauours beſtowed vpon them.
Gen. 2.17.Sixtly, ſacrilegious theft, in that they put forth their hands to that which is none of theirs, but anothers, and expreſſely interdicted them.
Gen. 3.6.Seuenthly, itching curioſitie, in that they affect greater wiſedome, then God had giuen them, and other know­ledge then he had reuealed.
Gen. 3.1, 2, 3, &c.Eightly, horrible blaſphemie, in that they ſubſcribe and giue conſent to the ſaying of Satan, in which he had char­ged God with lying and enuie.
Gen. 3.6.Ninthly, epicuriſh intemperancie, in that they muſt néedes gratifie and pleaſe their palate, though Heauen it ſelfe be incenſed and diſpleaſed for it.
Rom. 5.12. 1 Cor. 15.22.Tenthly, cruell, vnnaturall and moſt bloudy murther, in that they plunge themſelues and their poſteritie with them, into death both of body and ſoule.

[Page]I.What other circumſtances are there which may aggrauate this ſin of theirs, and euidence the hainouſneſſe of it?

B.Firſt,Gen. 1.27.9 9 1 Cor. 11.7. becauſe they had power and abilitie giuen them, not to haue ſinned if they would, but to haue kept the Commandement of God.
Secondly,Gen. 1.29.2.16, 17. becauſe the Commande­ment giuen them, was ſo eaſie to haue beene obſerued.
Thirdly,Gen. 1.29. & 2.16, 17. the great reaſon they had to kéepe it; namely, the innumerable and ineſtimable benefits of God to­wards them, and in particular, his great bounty, in giuing them frée li­berty to eate of all other the trées and fruits in the Garden, whereof there were great aboundance, and all moſt delectable; this one onely and no more among them all, being excepted and forbidden them.

IHad Eue, who was firſt in the tranſ­greſſion and the meanes to draw her huſ­band to tranſgreſſe Gods Commande­ment, no greater puniſhment inflicted on her then Adam?

B.Yes.Gen. 3.16. For beſides all the things before ſpecified, wherein ſhe had equall [Page] ſhare with him; as a further plague and puniſhment, God laide vpon her extreame ſorrow and bitter anguiſh in conceauing and bearing children, as alſo ſubiection to the will and rule of her husband.

I.But what thinke you, did this hap­py condition we haue ſpoken of, where­in Adam was created, or that wofull miſery and wretchedneſſe, wherein by his diſobedience hee plunged himſelfe, any whit concerne his poſteritie, and ſuch as are deſcended of him?

B.Yes queſtionleſſe, both the one and the other, concerne euery one of vs which are come out of his loynes.

I.How ſo?

B.Rom. 5 12.18,  [...]9. 1 Cot. 15.22. Gen. 5 3. Iob. 14 4. Pſal. 51.5. Iob, 14.1.  [...]en 3.27.19. Eſay. 30.33. Ma [...]. 25.41. M [...]k. 9 43, 44. Reuel. 19, 20, & 21.8.Becauſe by the moſt iuſt ap­pointment of God, Adam was not a priuate man, but a publike perſon, re­preſenting all mankinde, and euery particular perſon to deſcend from him; in whom all were, as in a common Roote and Stocke: and therefore euery man in him receiued the I­mage of God, and all thoſe inualuable gifts, graces and priuiledges, which he was en [...]bled withall, to haue poſſeſſed [Page] and inioyed them for euer, had hee re­mained in his integritie and kept them: and he ſinning and loſing them, we al likewiſe ſinned and loſt the ſame in him, and together with him became moſt vnhappy, forlorne, and ſinfull wretches, obnoxious to the curſe and wrath of God, in this life and for euer­more in the life to come.

I.Wherein ſtands that ſinfulneſſe which you ſay is in all the children of A­dam, through his fall?

B.In that wee are all,Gen. 8.21. Iob 14.4. & 15.14. Pſal. 51.1. & 58.3. euen from our mothers wombes, miſerably defi­led with originall ſinne, and guilty of a numberleſſe number of actuall tranſ­greſſions, which, through the whole courſe of our liues wee ceaſſe not to commit againſt the moſt holy precepts of God.

I.Is there any originall ſinne?

B.Yes.Gen. 5.3. Pſal. 51.5. Iob. 14.4. Epheſ. 2, 3. Rom. 5.12. The Scriptures in many places teſtifieth, that all men are con­ceiued and borne in ſinnes and tre­ſpaſſes.

I.What is that you call originall ſinne?

B.Firſt,Rom. 3.23.7, 8. the want of that puritie [Page] and holineſſe wherein Adam was crea­ted, and we in him.
Rom. 5.12.19.Secondly, the guilt of his defection and tranſgreſſion imputed vnto vs.
Thirdly, anRom. 7.18. 1 Theſ. 5.23 The minde is corrupt, Epheſ. 4.22, 23. Epheſ. 2, 3. It is coue [...]ed with a ſea of igno­rance, Rom. 2.11. Epheſ. 4. [...]8. It  [...]s incap [...]ble of ſp [...]r [...]u [...]ll things, Iohn 3.9.1 [...]. 1 Cor. 2.14. It is vaine, Epheſ. 4.17. ſo [...]ſh, Pro. 22 15. Tit. 3.3. The memory is exceeding for­getful of good, Heb. 13.2. 2 Pet. 1.12, 13.15. of a marble firmnes for eu [...]l, 2 Sam. 13 23, &c. witneſſe iniuries, &c. the conſcience is defiled, Tit 1.15. Heb 9.14. It is ſenceleſſe, Epheſ. 4.19. 1 Tim. 4.2. tormented, Gen. 4.13, 14. Dan. 5, 6.9. Acts 2.37. accuſing when it ſhould excuſe, Marke 10.19.20. Eſay 29 13. and contra­ry, excuſing when it ſhould accuſe, Iohn 16.2. The will impo­tent to good, Rom. 5, 6. Phil. 2.13. potent to euill, and infinite­ly rebellious to God, Ier. 18.12. & 44.16, 1 [...]. The affections al­together irregular and diſordered, 1 Kings 2 14 & 22.8. Gal. 5.24. The members of the body are occaſions of ſinnes concei­uing in the ſoule, Gen. 3.6. 2 Sam. 11.2.21. and inſtruments to put it in execution, being there conceiued, Rom. 3.13, &c. and 6.13.19. vniuerſall corrupti­on, diffuſed throughout our whole na­ture, both bodies and ſoules, together with all the parts, powers and facul­ties of either, whereby we areRo. 7.8.14.23. prone to all manner of actuall ſinne whatſoe­uer, andRo. 8.7. Tit. 1.16. auerſe andRom. 5, 6, & 7.18. wholly diſa­bled to any thing which is good and pleaſing to God.

I.Why is it called originall ſinne?

B.Gen. 3.6, 7, &c.Becauſe it was from the origi­nall [Page] or beginning of the world, euen as ſoone as Adam was fallen.
Secondly, becauſe it is deriued to all mankinde by hereditary propagati­on from Adam, Gen 5.3. Iob 14.4. who is the originall or beginning of vs all.
Thirdly,Gen 8.21. Pſal. 15.5. Eſay 48.8. becauſe it is in all men and women whatſoeuer, from their firſt originall and beginning, euen from the firſt moment of their concep­tion and birth.
Fourthly,Iames 1.14, 15. Mat. 12.35. 2 Pet. 1.4. becauſe it is the originall and beginning of all actuall ſinnes, which iſſue and flow from the ſame, as from a fountaine.

I.Is this originall corruption in all men?

B.Yes,1 Kings 8.46. Iob 14.4. Pſal. 51.5. Rom. 5.12.14. & 7.24. Epheſ. 2, 3. 1 Iohn 1.8. in euery one that is but a méere man, of what ſexe, age or condi­tion ſoeuer hee bee, both infants and men of yéeres, vnregenerate and ſuch as are regenerate and borne a­new, are infected with this ſinne.

I.But is there no difference betweene the being of this corruption in the rege­nerate and vnregenerate?

B.Yes, great difference; for in the regenerate it is grieued2 Sam. 24.10 Pſal. 51. Rom. 7.22, 23, 24. for, and de­teſted, [Page] in them itRom. 6.11.14 22. & 7.15.19.21, 22. reignes not, is in part mortified, and is not at allEpheſ. 1.7. 1 Iohn 1.7. im­puted to any of them; but in theIt is not grieuous but ſweet vnto the vnregenerate, Iob. 15, 16. & 20.12.13 Pro. 2.14. Secondly, in them it reignes, &c. Rom. 6.17 19, 20. & 7.5. Epheſ. 2.1, 2, 3. Thirdly, it is alſo imputed to them, Iob 20.11. Iohn 8.21.24. vn­regenerate all is contrary.

I.Is this originall impuritie in like degree and meaſure in all by nature?

B.Yea, all men which deſcend from Adam by naturall generation,Epheſ. 2, 3. Pro. 27.19. are e­qually infected therewith, not one more, another leſſe.

I.Whence is it then that all men doe not alike breake forth into the ſame de­gree of actuall vice and wickedneſſe?

B.This comes to paſſe from GodsGen. 20.6. & 31.24.39. reſtraining grace in ſome, from hisGen. 39.7, 8.9, 10. Ier. 32.40. renewing and ſanctifying grace in o­thers, as alſo from otherAs feare of puniſhment from the ciuill Magiſtrate, Rom. 13.3, 4. Of Gods temporall iudgements, 1 Kings 13.3, 4. Of danger from men, Marke 11.32. Mat.  [...]1.46. Acts 5.26. lets and im­pediments.

I.What puniſhment is due to origi­nall ſinne? Rom. 5.14.17.18.

B.The ſame which is to euery a­ctuall [Page] ſinne, euen eternall death.Rom. 6.23. Epheſ. 2, 3.

I.What is actuall ſinne?

B.It is eueryExod. 20.1, 2, &c. 2 Cor. 5.10. Gal. 5.19. action, orMat. 3.10. & 25.30.41, 42. &c. omiſ­ſion, eueryMat. 5.22. & 12.36. word,Gen. 6.5. Mat. 15.19. thought,Exod. 20.17. Rom. 7.7. Gal. 5.17. deſire, purpoſe, wiſh or motion of the heart,1 Iohn 3, 4. contrary to any of the Lawes or Commandements of God.

IHow many kindes of actuall ſinnes are there?

B.There is great varietie of them. Firſt,2 Cor. 7.1. ſome are inward, ſome out­ward. Secondly, ſome immediately againſt1 Sam. 2 25. Leuit. 24.11. God, ſome againſt our1 Sam 2.25. Mat 18.15. neighbour, ſome againſt ourTit. 2.12. ſelues. Thirdly, ſome ofExod 20.1, 2. &c. 2 Cor. 5.10. commiſſion, ſome ofMat 3.10. Luke 13.7. omiſſion. Fourthly, ſome ofLuke 23.34. Acts 3.17. ig­norance, ſome ofLuke 12 47. Rom. 1.32. knowledge. Fift­ly, ſome areIohn 8.34. 2 Pet. 3 5. voluntary, ſome areRom. 7.7. inuoluntary. Sixtly, ſome ofRom. 7.19. Gal. 6 1. in­firmitie, ſome ofPſal 19.1 [...]. preſumption. Se­uenthly, ſomePſal. 19.12. ſecret, ſome knowne. Eightly, ſome areRo. 6.12.14. reigning, ſome are notRom. 7.20. 1 Iohn. 3 6.9. reigning. Ninthly, ſome1 Cor. 6.18. without the body, ſome againſt it. Tenthly, ſomeGen. 4.10. & 18.20, 21. crying, ſome ofActs 17.30. tolleration. Eleuenthly, ſome ſim­ply [Page] All thoſe we commit our ſelues. ours,Heb. 10.26. ſome byEpheſ. 5.7.11. 1 Tim. 5.22. 2 Ioh. 11. participation. Twelfthly and laſtly, ſome areMat. 12.31. Marke 3.28, 29. Luke 12.10. Heb. 6.6. 1 Ioh. 5. 16, 17. par­donable,1 Tim. 5 2 4. ſome for euerMat. 12.31. Marke 3.28, 29. Luke 12.10. Heb. 6.6. 1 Ioh. 5.16, 17. vnpardona­ble; namely, the ſinne againſt the Holy Ghoſt.

I.Are all actuall ſinnes of equall or alike guilt, &c?

B.No. But ſome areEzek. 16.47. Mat 5.22. & 7.3, 4, 5. Iohn. 15.24. Iohn 19.11. 1 Tim. 5.8. 2 Pet. 2.20, 21. greater, ſome ſmaller, ſome in a higher degrée offenſiue, and more hainous before God, ſome leſſe: Yet ſo, as that the leaſt that can be committed or named, isRom. 6.23. Gal. 3.10. Ezek. 18.20. mortall and damnable of it owne nature, if it bee not pardoned through Chriſt.

I.You ſaid that actuall ſinnes were ſuch as are committed againſt the Com­mandements of God, tell mee therefore which are thoſe Commandements you ſpeake of?

B.They are thoſe ten, recorded in order, in the twentieth Chapter of Exodus. 1. Thou ſhalt haue none o­ther gods before mee. 2. Thou ſhalt [Page] not make to thee any grauen image, nor the likeneſſe of any thing that is in Heauen aboue, &c.

I.Haue you ſufficient power perfect­ly to keepe and fulfill all the commande­ments of God, as you ought?

B.NoEccleſ. 7.22. Pſal. 19 12. Iames 3.2. in no wiſe, neither any man liuing bee hee neuer ſo holy, but euen the moſt righteous that are, doe breake them euery day in thought, word and deede, yea, in the moſtNehem. 13.22 Eſay 6 4.6. Reuel 8 3. perfect and holieſt performances that procéede from them, they grieuouſly offend againſt them.

I.What puniſhment doe they make themſelues lyable vnto which breake a­ny of theſe Commandements?

B.ToGen. 3.17, 18 19. Leuit. 26.14, 15 &c. Deut. 28.15, &c. all the miſeries, woes, croſſes, plagues and calamities of this preſent life; toRom. 5.12.14 1 Cor. 15.55, 5 6. death of body in the end of this life, and toDeut. 27.26. Ezek. 18.20. Rom. 6.23. euerlaſting and inconceiuable torments both of body and ſoule after this life, in Hell fire. All this and no leſſe is the deſer­ued puniſhment of euery, euen the leſt breach of any of theſe Commande­ments, though it be but in wiſh, deſire, or thought, and that but once onely, [Page] and no more, during the whole time of our ſoiourning here in this world.

I.How can this be?

B.Becauſe the author and giuer of theſe Commandements, is an1 Tim. 1.17. eter­nall,Gen. 18.14. omnipotent,Pſal. 139 7.8, &c. & 147.5. infinite andPſal. 145.3. incomprehenſible Maieſtie, euen God the highGen. 14.22. poſſeſſor of Heauen and earth, the King of1 Tim 6.15. Kings and Lord of Lords.

I.Yea, but God is moſt mercifull gracious, and full of compaſſion, he will not, nay, he cannot therefore puniſh ſinne ſo extreamely?

B.It is true indéede, God is excée­dingExod. 34.6. Pſal. 103.8. Pſal. 145 9. mercifull, yea, infinite in mer­cy and compaſſion; but it is alſo as true, that he is excéedingExod 34.7. Iob 34.10.11.12 iuſt, and as infinite in iuſtice as in mercy, and therefore cannot puniſh ſinne with a leſſe then an infinite and eternall pu­niſhment. For this iuſtice requires, that the puniſhment bee proportiona­ble to the offence, which takes it great­neſſe, not from the perſon by whom it is done, neither from the thing about which it is conuerſant, nor yet from the time in which it is finiſhed; but [Page] from the quality, dignity and eminen­cy of the perſon, againſt whom and whoſe lawes it is committed, and by this is to be meaſured.
Moreouer, God is moſtDeut. 32.4. Num 23 19, 20 Iohn 14.6. true of his Word (yea, o truth it ſelfe) hee therefore hauing ſaid, that the fore re­cited puniſhment, all and euery part of it ſhall be the reward of euery ſinne, it is as impoſſible that it ſhould re­ceiue any eaſier recompence, as it is that he1 Sam. 15.29. Tit. 1, 2. ſhould lie or denie himſelfe.


Of Mans eſtate of grace by Ieſus Chriſt.
I.BVt is there no remedy for vs, who by the ſinne of our firſt parents, and our owne perſonall, originall and actuall tranſgreſſions, which are innume­rable, are ſubiect to all this woe and mi­ſery you haue mentioned, whereby wee may be deliuered from this dreadfull and damnable condition?

B.InExod 34.7. Pſ. 49 6, 7, 8, 9. Mich. 6.6,  [...]. Mat. 16.26. 1 Pet. 1.18. our ſelues or any méere creature in Heauen or in earth, or ought that wee or they can doe, none at all. Howbeit, God out of his infi­nite [Page] loue to mankind,Iohn 3.16. 1 Iohn. 4.9.10.11. hathEpheſ. 1.4. 1 Pet. 1.20. appoin­ted, and in his Word reuealed a moſt effectuall meanes, which, whoſoeuer make right vſe of, they ſhall not onely be ſaued from all their ſinnes, and the eternall and infinite wrath of God, due vnto the ſame, but alſo be poſſeſſed of a farre more happy eſtate then euer inPſal.  [...]30.7.8. Luke 20.36. Iohn 10.10. Rom 5.17. Adam they were created in.Mat. 20.28. Iohn 14.6. & 10 10. Acts 4 10. & 20 28. Rom. 3.23.24. Gal. .13. Epheſ. 2.14, 15. Col 1.14.20. 1 Tim. 1.15.

I.What is that meanes which God hath appointed for this purpoſe?

B.Ieſus Chriſt and his merits.

I.What is this Ieſus Chriſt?

B.Hee is theIohn 1.14. & 3.16. onely begotten ſonne of God, theMat. 28.19. 1 Iohn 1.7. ſecond perſon of Trinity, who ofGen. 3.15. Luke 1.31. the ſéede of theEſay 7. [...]4. Mat. 1.20.21. &c. Virgin Mary, Mat 1.20. Luke 1.34, 35. ſanctifyed by the Ho­ly Ghoſt,Heb. 2.16, 17. Phil. 2.6, 7, 8. aſſumed, and the ſame, perſonally vnited vnto his Deity, a true humaneIohn 1.14. Heb 10.15. body, indued with a reaſonableMat. 26.38. Marke 14 34. ſoule, and ſo inIohn 3.13. 1 Tim. 3.16. one and the ſame perſon, became trueEſay 7.14 Iohn 1.1. God and true1 Cor. 15.21.47. 1 Tim. 2 5. Man, in all thingsHeb 2.17. & 4.15 like vnto vs,2 Cor. 5.21. Heb. 4.15. 1 Pet. 2.22. ſinne onely excepted.

[Page]I.How are the two natures of Chriſt his Godhead and Manhood vnited to­gether?

B.In ſuch ſort, as the one cannot beIohn 3.13. Epheſ. 4.10, 11. ſeuered from the other, neither isRom. 1.3, 4. & 9.5. 1 Tim. 3.16. 1 Pet. 4.1. Luke 2, 52. Marke 13.32. Iohn 2.19.24.25. & 4.6. & 10 17, 18, & 21.17. Acts 3.21. 2 Cor. 13.4. mixed nor confounded with, either conuerted into the other; but ſo, as both remaine really and truly diſtinct one from the other, both in eſſence, properties, wils, actions and ope­rations.

I.Was it neceſſary that our Redee­mer, ſhould be thus God and Man in one perſon?

B.Yes altogether, for otherwiſe he could neuer haue wrought the worke of our redemption.

I.For what cauſe was it needefull he ſhould be God?

B.Firſt, the greatneſſe of the e­uill that oppreſſed vs. Secondly, the greatneſſe of the good we ſtood in néed of, neceſſarily required it ſo to be.

I.In what things conſiſts the great­neſſe of our euill?

B.TheEzra 9.5, 6, 7 Pſal. 40.12. Tit. 3.3. horribleneſſe of our ſins. Secondly, the infiniteGen 2.17. Ezek. 18.20. Gent. 26, 27. wrath of God due vnto the ſame. Thirdly, by [Page] theRom. 5:14. & 6.23. dominion of death. Fourthly, theEpheſ. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2.26. tyrannie of the Diuell; fromPſal. 49.6, 7, 8, 9. Eſay. 43.11. Mat. 16.26. all orNot from wrath, &c. Deut. 4.24. Nahum. 1.6. Reuel 19.15. Not from ſinne, Eſay 43.25. Marke 2.7. Not from death, Hoſ. 13.16. 1 Cor. 15.57. Not from the Di­uell, Rom 16, 20. Reuel. 1.18. any of which, no meere crea­ture was poſſibly able to deliuer vs.

I.What are the good things wee ſtood in neede of?

B.Firſt,Eſay 43.25. Marke 2.7. remiſſion of our ſinnes. Secondly,1 Cor. 15.54 55.56, 57. Rom. 16.20.38.39, 40. Rom. 8.35, 36. &c. 1 Pet. 1.5. Rom. 6.23. Mat. 25.34. Luke 12.32. deliuerance from death and Satan. Thirdly,Pſal. 51.10. Ezek. 36.26, 27. reſtitution of Gods image. Fourthly,Ierem. 32.38, 39.40. Rom. 8.35, &c. defence a­gainſt ſinne, the World, Diuell and Hell. Fiftly, z eternall life and hap­pineſſe: neither of which we could at­taine vnto, but by him who is truly and eſſentially God.

I.Why was it neceſſary he ſhould be Man?

B.Ezek. 18.20. Rom. 5 17, 18, 19. & 8.3.Firſt, becauſe the iuſtice of God required, that the ſame nature which had offended ſhould alſo bee puniſhed, and that in no other, but in that in which his Lawes were violated, ſatiſ­faction [Page] for the breach of them ſhould be made.
Secondly, becauſe the perſon that ſhould be our Sauiour, was to ſufferMat. 16.21, 22, 23, & 20.1 [...] 18, 19. Heb. 2.10. many things, yea,Marke 10.34. Heb. 2.9. death it ſelſe, and to ſhed hisHeb. 9.18, 19, &c. Mat. 26.28. 1 Iohn. 1.7. bloud for vs, with­out which wee could not be redéemed.

I.Why muſt he be God and Man in one perſon?

B.Firſt, that ſo he might be a fit me­diator betwéene God and Man, as it were an indifferent perſon to both,Epheſ. 1.10. Col. 1.20. 1 Tim. 2.5. and alike affected to either partie, both offending and offended, being (as it were) as néerely allyed to the one, as to the other, and on either ſide both of them to him.
Secondly,Acts 20.28. 2 Cor. 5.19. 1 Iohn 1.7. that the workes perfor­med by him in his Manhood, might be of infinite merit, and ſo conſequently, ſufficiently auaileable to make expia­tion for our ſinnes, by which, no leſſe then an infinite Maieſtie was of­fended.

I.In the deſcription of Chriſt our re­deemer, you ſaid he was in all things like vs, ſinne onely excepted: ſhew me there­fore how it came to paſſe that he deſcen­ding[Page]from the corrupt and ſinfull ſtocke of Adam, as well as others, yet ſhould bee free from ſinne, when as it is contrary with al other men beſide that come from him, Epheſ. 2.1. who are all from their mothers wombs moſt lamentably infected there­with, and euen borne dead in ſinnes and treſpaſſes.

B.The reaſon is, becauſe though Chriſt came from Adam, as all other men doe,Mat. 1.20. Luke 1.35. yet his conception and birth were not after the common & ordinary manner of other mens, but after a peculiar, extraordinary and miracu­lous; he being formed of the ſéede of a moſt pure Virgin, which neuer knew man, by the wonderfull and ineffable power of the Holy Ghoſt, who in the very firſt moment of her conception, ſanctified that ſéede of hers, and ſeue­red it from all, euen the leaſt defile­ment of ſinne, which can bee ima­gined.

I.VVas it neceſſary that hee ſhould bee ſo holy and righteous, without any ſtaine of ſinne at all?

B.Yea certainely,Heb. 7.26.27. 1 Pet. 3.18. 2 Cor. 5.21. moſt neceſſa­ry, for otherwiſe his workes and ſuf­ferings [Page] could haue béene of no merit or efficacie, to ſaue vs from the guilt and puniſhment of our ſinnes, but heeEzek 18.20. Rom. 6.23. Gal 3 10. himſelfe ſhould haue néeded a Saui­our for his owne redemption.
Secondly, becauſe his humane na­ture was to bee perpetually and perſo­nally vnited to the Godhead it ſelfe,Pſal. 5.4. 2 Cor. 6.14. which could neuer haue beene, had it ſo much as in the leaſt degree that can poſſibly bee conceiued, beene polluted with ſinne.

I.By what meanes hath this Ieſus Chriſt effected the worke of our re­demption?

B.Partly by his paſſiue obedience or ſufferings, and partly by his actiue obedience or righteouſneſſe.

I.VVhat vnderſtand you by the paſ­ſiue obedience or ſufferings of Chriſt?

B.His moſtIoh. 10.17, 18 Heb. 10.9. voluntary and wil­ling vndergoing and bearing in ourEſay 35.4, 5.6, &c. Rom. 4.25. behalfe, both in his1 Pet. 2.24. body andEſa. 53.10, 11 Mat. 26.36, 37, 38. ſoule, theEſa. 53.3, 4, 5.6, &c. Luk. 22.24, &c. Gal. 3.13. Phil. 2.8. full puniſhment and wrath of God, which by our ſinnes we had deſerued to endure for euer and euer.

I.VVhat benefit doe wee reape by [Page]this paſſiue obedience or the ſufferings of Chriſt?

B.Rom 3 24, 25. & 5.9, 0 & 8.1 Col 1 14. Tit 2.14.The iuſtice of God is thereby fully ſatisfieded for all our ſinnes, ſo that we are for euer cleered from them, and the whole puniſhment due vnto them; God of his endleſſe mercy, im­puting the merit thereof vnto vs, and ſo accounting and accepting of it, as if we our ſelues had made moſt exact ſa­tisfaction for them.

I.How comes it then, ſince Chriſt hath borne the burden of our ſinnes, and ſatisfied the iuſtice of God for them, that notwithſtanding, the faithfull are ſo Pſal. 73.14. & 34 9. 1 Cor. 15.19. grieuouſly afflicted in this life, and al­ſo ſubiect to may 57.1. Heb. 9 27. death in the end thereof?

B.The miſeries and afflictions the faithful endure in this life, are not pro­perly puniſhments, neither may they ſo be termed, but louing and1 Cor. 11.32 Heb. 12.5, 6, 7. father­ly chaſtiſements of God, that they may not periſh with the children of this world. And as for death, it is no1 Cor. 15.55.56. Num. 23.10. curſe, no euill to them; but contra­rywiſe, the greateſt bleſſing and good which can befall them; for it frées them from allRom. 7.24. Epheſ. 5.27. Col. 1.22. ſinne andReuel. 14.13. 2 Cor 4.17. 2 Kings 22.20. miſery; and [Page] immediatelyPhil 1.20.23 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. Reuel. 14.13. poſſeſſes them of vn­ſpeakable and euerlaſting happineſſe in Heauen.

B.But is not this iniuſtice and cruelty in God, to lay the puniſhment of vs who are the offenders and tranſgreſſors of his Law, vpon Chriſt, a moſt guiltleſſe, in­nocent and holy man?

B.No thing leſſe, in as much as Chriſt tooke vpon himſelfe to bee our pledge and ſurety,Heb. 7.22. to make ſatisfacti­on to God for our ſinnes.
Secondly, becauſe he was no way compelled to vndergoe the penaltie due vnto vs; but moſt fréely,Mat. 16.21, 22, 23. & 20.28. willing­ly, and of his owne accord, did ſuffer, and ſubmit himſelfe thereunto.
Thirdly,Rom. 9.5. Tit. 2.13. Heb. 7.24, 25.26. becauſe he being not one­ly man, but God alſo, and conſequent­ly, of infinite power, hee was able to beare the full wrath of God incenſed againſt vs, to winde out of the ſame and ouercome it.

I.But how can this bee, that Chriſt being but one ſingle man, that his obedi­ence and ſufferings which were alſo but for a ſhort ſpace, ſhould be of that merit and efficacie, as to make ſatisfaction for[Page]the ſinnes of ſo many innumerable men and women, when as euery particular ſinne, euen the leaſt vngodly thought, deſerues no leſſe then euerlaſting deſtru­ction, both of body and ſoule?

B.Becauſe the obedience and paſſi­ons of Chriſt, are not the obedience and paſſions of a meere man alone, but of him, who in vnity of perſon, is God as well as Man, and therefore of infinite Glory and Maieſtie. Now as himſelfe is infinite, ſo muſt needes his obedience and ſufferings be of no leſſe then infinite and vnlimited force, va­lue and efficacie.

I.What meane you by the actiue o­bedience or righteouſneſſe of Chriſt?

B.Mat 1.20. Mark  [...]4. Luke 1.35.Firſt, the innocencie, ſinleſneſſe, and moſt perfect holineſſe of his con­ception; he being conceiued and borne moſt pure, without the leaſt ſtaine of ſinne.
Secondly, the actuall obedience of his life,Mat.  [...]7. Iohn  [...]. [...]9 46. Iohn 4.34. whereby on our behalfe, hee fully and moſt perfectly, euen to his death, kept all the Commandements of God, ſhunning with deteſtation all and euery ſinne forbidden; and per­forming [Page] with all alacrity and ioyous gladneſſe, all and euery good worke re­quired by the ſame.

I.What is the benefit we receiue by this actiue obedience or righteouſneſſe of Chriſt?

B.By this wee haue right to eter­nall life and happineſſe,1 Cor. 1.30. & 2 Cor. 5.21. Rom. 10.4. God of his infinite goodneſſe imputing the ſame vnto, and accepting it on our behalfe, as if wee our ſelues had perfectly ful­filled the Law in our owne perſons.

I.Is then the actuall obedience of Chriſt, neceſſary to our ſaluation, as well as his paſſiue obedience and ſufferings?

B.Yea certainely, becauſe his ſuf­ferings doe but onelyRom. 4.25. 1 Iohn. 1.7. Reuel. 1.5. expiate and make ſatisfaction for our ſinnes, and deliuer vs from hell and damnation, the wages thereof; but itLeuit. 18.5. Mat. 19.17. Rom. 10.5. is the im­putation of his righteouſneſſe, which inueſts into, and giues vs title vnto the Kingdome of Heauen, there being no poſſibilitie, nor hope of entring thereinto, without fulfilling the whole Law of God.

I.And is Chriſts pure and ſinleſſe conception neceſſary for vs, as well as [Page]the obedience of his life?

B.Yea, we haue néede of both; of the one, to anſwer for thePſal. 51.5. Epheſ. 1.2, 3. impuritie of our polluted conception and births; of the other, for the ſinfulneſſe of our wickedEph. 2.1, 2, 3. Iames 3.2. liues and actions.

I.But Chriſt was bound to performe obedience to the Law for himſelfe: was he not?

B.No. Becauſe from the firſt mo­ment of his conception, his Manhood was perſonally vnited vnto the ſe­cond perſon of the moſt holy Trinity,Mat 1.20. Luke 1.25. and conſequently, was not only Man, but God; and therefore was not bound to any Law, neither ſtood in néede of any legall righteouſneſſe, be­ing already endued with a farre more excellent and exact righteouſnes, euen the righteouſneſſe of God; ſo that the only end for which he fulfilled the law, was, that the ſame might beeRom. 4.6. & 9.30. Phil. 3 9. impu­ted to vs, and we thereby indued with ſuch an abſolute and perfect righteouſ­neſſe, as might entitle vs to eternall life.
Luke 17.7, 8, 9, 10. Exod. 20.6.Moreouer, had Chriſt béene bound to performe obedience to the Law, as [Page] a duty from, and for himſelfe due to God, his obedience (though neuer ſo exact) could not haue beene meritori­ous at all, no, not ſo much as for him­ſelfe.

I.What are we yet further taught in the Scriptures concerning Chriſt our Sa­uiour?

B.That hee is the ſole and onely1 Tim 2 5. Heb. 9.15. mediator betweene God and the E­lect, to2 Cor. 5.19. Col. 1.19, 20, 21 reconcile them for euer; to ob­taine from God, and effectually con­ferre vpon them,Iohn 10.28. & 17.2.22.24. eternall life and glory, withAs remiſſion of ſinnes, Mat. 9.6. Regenera­tion, Mat. 3.11. Iohn 1.33. The graces of Gods Spirit, Iohn 4.10.14. Iohn 1.14.16. Adoption, &c. Iohn 1.12. all things whatſoeuer are requiſite thereunto.

I.How many are the offices of Chriſt, as he is our Mediator?

B.They are thrée, to wit, hisDeut. 18.15. Acts 3 22. &. 3.37. Pro­pheticall,Pſal. 110.4. Heb. 2.17. Prieſtly, andEſay 9.7. Iohn 18.33, 34, 36, 37.39. Kingly of­fice, in reſpect of which, hee is calledPſal. 2.2. Acts 4.27. Rom. 1.1.3. Chriſt, that is to ſay, Annoynted.

I.What are the functions of his Pro­pheticall office?

[Page]B.Eſay. 16.1. Mat. 11.27. Iohn 1.18. Luke 24.25. Acts 16.14. Marke 9 24. Luke 17.5. Heb. 12.1.Firſt, to reueale vnto vs the will of God his Father.
Secondly, to illuminate our mindes to know and vnderſtand it.
Thirdly, to worke our hearts to beléeue and obey the Doctrine which is taught.

I.VVherein ſtands the office of his Prieſthood?

B.Firſt, inHeb. 6, 7.26.27. &c. and 9.13.14.26. offering vp himſelfeHeb. 9.12.25, 26, &c. 1 Pet. 3.18. once for all, anGal. 3.13. 1 Iohn 1.7. & 2.1, 2. Rom. 8.34. Heb 7.5. all-ſufficient, pro­pitiatorie and expiatorie ſacrifice for the ſinnes of Gods Elect.
Secondly, in making continuall interceſſion for them, to his Father in Heauen.

I.How doth Chriſt make interceſſion for vs?

B.Firſt, byHeb. 9 24. preſenting himſelfe and the infinite merit of his oblation vnto God his Father, with a continu­allIohn 17.24. deſire, that for the ſame, we may for euer be reconciled vnto him, abide in his fauour, and be made heires of e­ternall glory.
Rom. 8.26.Secondly, by ſtirring vp in vs by his holy Spirit, ſighs and grones which cannot be expreſſed.
[Page]Thirdly,Reuel. 8.3, 4. by offering vp our prayers and thankeſgiuings to God his Fa­ther, & making them (howſoeuer ſtai­ned with many weakeneſſes and im­perfections, as they procéede from vs) pleaſing and acceptable vnto him.

I.You thinke not then, that Chriſt proſtrates himſelfe vpon his knees to his Father, and makes any vocall prayers or ſupplications vnto him in our behalfe, doe you?

B.No, in no wiſe. This is but a fantaſticall conceit and fooliſh dreame, of ſuch as cannot diſtinguiſh betwéene earthly and heauenly things, betwéene Chriſt in his humiliation, and in the height of his glorious exaltation: yea, it is no leſſe then an execrable blaſphe­mie, againſt the ſacred perſon of our Sauiour, ſo to affirme.

I.Proceede wee now to the Knigly office of Chriſt, and tell me how he doth execute that?

B.Hee executeth his Kingly or Regal office two wayes; one in reſpect of his Elect: the other in reſpect of his and their enemies.

I.How doth hee execute it in reſpect of his Elect?

[Page]B.Firſt, inActs 18.9, 10, 11.26.18. Mat. 28.19, 20. collecting them out of this world, and kingdome of Sa­tan, to become the members of his Church.
Secondly, in ruling and gouerning them, being ſo collected, by hisEſay 2, 3. Epheſ. 4.11, 12. &c. Word andRom 8, 9. 1 Iohn 2 27. Spirit.
Thirdly, byIoel. 2.28. Acts 2.16, 17, 18. 1 Cor. 12.8, 9. &c. powring vpon them the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt.
Fourthly, inPſal. 34 9, 10. Mat 6.25, 26. Rom. 8.31. prouiding for them ſo farre as hee ſees expedient, the bleſ­ſings of this life.
Fiftly, in defending them againſt their enemies, bothMat. 18.10. Acts 5.19. & 18 9, 10. corporall andIohn 10.28. & 17.11, 12. Iude 1. ſpirituall: and laſtly, poſſeſſing them ofMat 25.34.46. Iohn. 10.28.29. Luke 10.18, 19. Acts 9.3, 4. &c. and 13.8, 9. &c. eternall glory and happineſſe.

I.How doth hee execute this kingly office, in reſpect of his and their enemies?

B.In x curbing, repreſſing andExod. 7.19. &c. and 8, and 9, and 10, and 11. Chap. Act 13.11. plaguing them in this life. Second­ly, inPſal. 2.9. deſtroying and confounding them: which hee doth partly in thisExod. 14.27, 28. Acts 12.22, 23. world, but eſpecially in the day of1 Cor. 25.24, 25. 2 Theſ. 1.6, 7, 8, 9. iudgement, when he ſhall be the full and finall perdition of them2 Pet. 2, 4. Iude 6. Rom. 16.20. all, and [Page] ſhall tread downeRom. 16.20. Satan himſelfe, our arch and capitall enemy, vnder his féete.

I.But is he that perſon whom we pro­feſſe and beleeue to bee the true Sauiour of the world indeed, and hee on whom we are ſolely and wholly to rely for e­eternall life and ſaluation?

B.He is vndoubtedly;Acts 2.36.17.3 & 18.28. & 2.36. Iohn. 11.27. 1 Pet. 1.20. Acts 2.23. there is not the leaſt ſcruple to be made of it.

I.How prooue you him ſo to be?

B.Firſt, becauſe God before the foundations of the world, ordained him and none other to be the Sauiour of mankind.
Secondly,Iohn. 3.17.34. & 17.4.18. Gal. 4.4.5. God hath ſent him into the world, vnto this end and purpoſe, to accompliſh the worke of our re­demption.
Thirdly, the properties of a true Sauiour, are to bee found in him, and in him alone.

I.What are the properties of a true Sauiour?

B.Firſt, that hee bee very Man.Theſe particu­lars are proued before. Secondly, a holy Man. Thirdly, God as well as well as Man. And laſtly, God and Man in one perſon. All and [Page] euery of which, are truly accompliſhed in this Ieſus, in whom wee beléeue, and neuer were, are, or ſhall bee in a­ny elſe.

I.What other reaſon can you giue, to prooue him to bee the true and onely Sa­uiour of the world?

B.It was prophe­ſied of him that ſhould be the Meſſiah and Sauiour of the world, that he ſhould come of the ſeede of Dauid, Ier 23 5 and 33.15. So did Ieſus, Mat. 1.16. Luke 2.4. and 3.24. That he ſhould be borne at Bethelem, Mich 5.2. So was Ieſus, Mat. 2. [...] Luke 2.6, 7, &c. That his birth ſhould be, when the Scepter wa departed from Iudah, Gen. 49.10. Then was Chriſt borne, Luke 1, 2, &c. That he ſhould be the Sonne of a Virgin, Eſay 7.14. So was Ieſus, Mat. 1.23, &c. Luke 1.34 & 2.4. That he ſhould be of a meane and poore condition, Zach. 9.9. So was Ieſu [...], Luk. 2.7. Mat. 8.20. 2 Cor. 8, 9. That he ſhould bee contemned, re­iected, vilified, &c. Pſal. 22.6. Eſay 53.3. So was Ieſus, more then euer any before or ſince, Mat. 26.67, 68. & 27.39, 40. &c. Marke 15.17, 18, &c. and 6, &c. 29, 30, &c. Luke. 22.62 63, &c. That one ſhould goe before him, to prepare his way, Eſay 40.3. Malach. 3.1. ſo had Ieſus, Mat. 3.1. Marke 1.4, &c. Luke 3.3, &c. That he ſhould come riding on an Aſſe, Zach. 9.9. So did Chriſt, Mat. 21.1, 2, &c. Mark. 11.1, &c. Luke 19.29, &c. That he ſhould be grieuouſly afflicted, Eſay 53. So was Chriſt, Mat.  [...].38. and 27.46. Marke 14.34. and 15.24. Luke 22.42, 43, &c. That the Iewes and Gentiles ſhould conſpire to deſtroy him, Pſal. 2.2. So they did againſt Chriſt, Mat. 26.34. Marke 15.1. Acts 4.25, 26, 27, &c. That he ſhould be prized at thirty peeces of ſiluer, Zach. 11, 12, 13. So was Chriſt, Mat. 27.3. That he ſhould be betrayed of one neere vnto him, Pſal. 41.9. So was Chriſt, Mat. 26.49. & 27.34. Marke 14.43. Luke 22.21.48. That he ſhould be num­bred with tranſgreſſors, Eſay 53.12. So was Chriſt, Mat. 27.15.17, & 38. Marke 15 6, 7. & 6.27, 27. Iohn 18.39, 40. That hee ſhould be ſpit vpon, buffeted, &c Eſay. 50.6. So was Chriſt, Mat. 27.30. Marke 14 65. That his hands and his feet ſhould be pier­ced with nayles. Pſal. 22.16. So was Chriſt ſerued. Mat. 27.35. Marke 15 24  [...]ohn  [...]9.18. & 20.25, 26, 27. Acts 4.10. That in his thirſt and agonie Vineger ſhould be giuen him to drinke, Pſal. 69 21. So to Chriſt, &c. Mat. 27.48 Marke 15.23.36 Iohn 19 29, 30. That they ſhould diuide his Garments, and caſt lots on his veſture, Pſal 22. [...]8. So Chriſts, &c. Mar. 27.35. Marke 15.24. Iohn 19. [...]3 24. That he ſhould be put to death, Eſay 53 12, &c. So was Chriſt, Mat. 27.50. Marke 15.37.44, 45. Iohn 19.33. That he ſhould riſe from death, Pſal. 16.10. So did Chriſt, Mar. 28.6. Marke 16.6. Luke 24.6, 7. Acts 4 10. That he ſhould aſcend into Heauen, Pſal. 68.18. So did Chriſt, Iohn. 20.17. Acts 1.9, 10, 11. Eph. 4.8, 9 That he ſhould ſit downe at the right hand of God, Pſal 110.1. So Chriſt, Acts 7.56. Epheſ. 1.20, 21. Col. 3.1.Beſide all that hath already bin alleadged: This alſo doth moſt vnan­ſwerably euince him to be, becauſe all thoſe ſeuerall, and almoſt innumera­ble things which were prophecied by God in the Old Teſtament, concer­ning that perſon, that ſhould bee the Meſſiah and Sauiour of the world, doe all concurre, and are moſt exactly fulfilled in him, and in no other.


Of Faith.
[Page]
I.SHall there bee a generall and vni­uerſall ſaluation of all men and women, by this Ieſus Chriſt his me­rits?

[Page]B.Mat. 7.13, 14 21, 22. & 20.16 2 Theſ. 1.8, 9.No. Though his obedience and ſufferings be ofActs 20.28. 2 Cor. 5.19. ſufficient price, to redéeme all men in the world, yea, of ten thouſand thouſand worlds, if there were ſo many; yet onely ſuch ſhall ef­fectually be ſaued by him, asHabak. 2.4. Marke 16.16. Iohn 3.14, 15, 16, 17, 18.26. beléeue, and by a true and liuely faith, make application of his merits to them­ſelues.

I.What is a liuely faith?

B.It is theRom. 12.3. Epheſ. 4.9. and 2.8. Phil. 1.29. gift of God, wrought inMat. 20.1, 2, 3, 4, &c. his appointed time, by the1 Cor. 12.9. 2 Cor. 4.13. holy Ghoſt, in theActs 8.37. Rom. 10.9.10. hearts of hisActs 13.48. Tit. 1.1. Elect, by theRom. 10.17. 1 Cor. 3.5. preaching of the WordMat. 18.6. & 19.14. Luke 1 15. or­dinarily, whereby they are made toEſay 53.11. Iohn 4.36. & 10 38. know and vnderſtand the doctrine of ſaluation by Chriſt and his merits, toIohn 17.8. Iames 2.19. aſſent to it for truth, and to make peculiarIob 19.25. Iohn 20.28. Gal. 2.20. application thereof vnto themſelues, being perſwaded that Chriſt and all his merits, belong vnto their owne perſons in particular, ſo as whatſoeuer hee hath done or ſuffered, for the ſaluation of any: he hath done, and ſuffered the ſame for their ſaluati­on, and that for the ſame, their ſinnes are forgiuen them, they are accounted righteous before God, and ſhall eter­nally [Page] bee ſaued as well as any other.

I.Is not the knowledge of the Scrip­ture and the myſteries of ſaluation there­in contained, and beleeuing the ſame to be true, ſufficient to eternall life, without particular application thereof, vnto eue­ry mans owne perſon?

B.No verily. But beſide this, par­ticular application or affiance, is ne­ceſſary to a true ſauing iuſtifying faith, yea, the principall part thereof, the very ſoule (as it were) the forme, pith and marrow of it.

I.Let me heare your reaſons?

B.Firſt, becauſe manyMat 7 23. Iohn 17.12. 2 Pet. 2.20, 21. Repro­bates which ſhall neuer bee ſaued, yea, the veryIames 1.19. Diuels themſelues, that are irrecouerably damned, know the Scriptures, and beléeue the Articles of faith and the Word of God to be true.
Secondly,Iob 19.25. Iohn 20.28. the Saints already glo­rified, haue béene ſaued by no other but this particularizing Faith.
Thirdly, we are to pray for remiſſi­on of ourMat. 6.12. Luke 11.4 ſinnes, and the imputati­on of Chriſts merits, for our ſelues, therefore alſoMarke 11 24 Iames 1.5, 6. particularly to beléeue the ſame.
[Page]Rom. 5.1.Fourthly, it is onely this particu­larizing faith, which giues to a man true peace of Conſcience.

I.By what degrees doth God worke this ſauing Faith in the hearts of his Elect?

B.Firſt, hee reueales vnto them theirDeut. 27.26. Rom. 6.23. curſed and damnable eſtate through ſinne, by the knowledge of the Law, therebyMat 11.28. Acts 2.37. Rom. 7 9, 10. humbling and terrifying them with the dread of death and damnation.
Secondly, heActs 2.38, 39 &c. and 16.31, 32. makes knowne vn­to them, the ſwéet promiſes of the Goſpell concerning Chriſt Ieſus; and thereby brings them to an hope that their ſinnes are curable and par­donable.
Thirdly, heeMat. 5, 6. Acts 2.37. & 16 30. bréedes in them an eager hungring and thirſting after the righteouſneſſe and merits of Ieſus Chriſt; euen as one almoſt famiſhed, hungers and thirſts after meate and drinke.
Fourthly, moſtHoſ. 14.2. Pſal 51.12, &c. Luke 18, 13. feruent and im­portunate prayer, for the pardon of their ſinnes, and imparting to them the merits of his Sonne.
[Page]Laſtly, after the particulars men­tioned (to the1 Pet. 1.8. vnſpeakable comfort of their ſoules) hee imprints in their hearts aMat. 7.7. and 9.2. Gal. 2.20. particular perſwaſion, that their ſinnes are remitted, their perſons iuſtified, and ſhall eternally bee ſaued by and through Ieſus Chriſt.

I.Is euery beleeuer indued with a like meaſure of faith?

B.No; in ſome it is weaker, in ſome ſtronger: ſome haue a greater,Luke 17.5. Rom 1.17. and 12.3. and 14.1. ſome haue a leſſer meaſure of it, according as it pleaſeth God the author and gi­uer of the ſame, to deale to euery man.

I.What is a weake faith?

B.When a man out of trueMat. 11.18. & 9.13. hu­miliation for his ſinnes, andGen. 4.13. perſwa­ſion of the pardonableneſſe of them, dothMat. 5.6. Reuel. 21.6. Luke 1.53. hunger and thirſt after Chriſt and his merits, cryingPſal. 10.17. & 145.19. Luke 18 13. to God in his heart, withRom. 8.26. ſighes and grones which cannot be expreſſed, to haue the ſame imputed to him, that his ſinnes may bee pardoned, and his perſon reconci­led to him.

I.What is a ſtrong faith?

B.It is a plerophorie, and full aſ­ſurance [Page] of the heart, whereby one makes ſure and reſolute account,Pſal. 23.6. Rom. 4.20, 21. & 8 38, 39. Heb. 10.22. that the merits of Chriſt appertaine vnto him, that God loues him in particu­lar, hath pardoned all his ſinnes, is re­conciled to him, and will moſt certain­ly poſſeſſe him of euerlaſting life.

I.Rom. 4.21. & 8 38, 39. Cannot a man be ſaued, vnleſſe hee haue a ſtrong faith, ſuch as was in Abra­ham and Paul?

B.Mat. 12.20. Marke 9.24, &c. Iohn 20.27.Yes. The leaſt meaſure of faith, though it bee but as a graine of Mu­ſtard ſéede, if it be in truth and ſinceri­ty, is effectuall to ſaluation.

I.What reaſons beſide Scripture, can you giue, for further confirmation of this point?

B.Mat. 6.30. & 8.26. Marke 9.24.Firſt, becauſe the leaſt meaſure of faith that can bee named, is true faith, as well as the greateſt: euen as the leaſt droppe of water, is as truly water, and as the ſmalleſt ſparckle of fire is as truly fire, and haue the na­ture of water and fire in them, as well as the whole Ocean or greateſt flame.
Secondly, faith ſaues not as it is a1 Cor. 13.9.12. Epheſ 4.13. 2 Pet. 3 [...].8. qualitie, grace or vertue of the mind, either in reſpect of any dignity, merit [Page] or worthineſſe in it ſelfe; but as it is anIohn 1.12. Gal. 2.16. Phil. 3.9. inſtrument, and (as it were) the hand of the ſoule, to apprehend and apply the merits of Ieſus Chriſt. Now this the weakeſt faith doth as truly, though not ſo firmely and pow­erfully as the ſtrongeſt; euen as the fée­ble hand of a young infant can hold a piece of Bread, as well and truly, though not ſo ſtably and ſteadfaſtly, as the ſtrongeſt and ſtouteſt Sampſon or Goliah.
Thirdly,Marke 16.16. Iohn 3.14, 15, 16.18 36. Acth 10.43. & 16.31. the promiſes of God are made indefinitely to all beléeuers who­ſoeuer, and no where appropriated to ſuch as haue a ſtrong faith; and there­fore the weake in faith, haue intereſt in them, as well as the ſtrong.
Fourthly, God commandes vs not to reiect, but toRom. 14 1. 1 Theſ. 5 14. receiue the weake in faith, and with all louing affection to tender them, &c. Himſelfe therefore whoſeExod. 34.6. Eſay  [...]9.15. Pſal 36.5. compaſſions infinitely ſur­paſſe all mens in the world, cannot be leſſe gracious, &c.

I.May one then that hath but a ſmall meaſure of faith, content himſelfe there­with, and reſt in it?

[Page]B.No, by no meanes, but muſt heartily beMarke 9.24. grieued for the weakenes and infirmity of it, vnfainedly1 Pet. 2.2. Marke 9.24. deſire increaſe, and earneſtly labour in the vſe of all good1 Pet. 2.2. Luke 17.5. Acts 2.4.2.46. meanes ordained of God, to get it ſtrengthened and aug­mented. Yea, whoſoeuer hath in truth attained to the leaſt dramme or graine of this ſauing grace, hee will doe all theſe things, as alſo be changed and re­newed both inActs 15.9.26 18. 2 Cor. 5.17. Iames 2.18. Tit. 3.8. heart and conuer­ſation.

I.Is it not the duty of euery man, to prooue and examine himſelf, whether he be endued with this gift of faith, or no?

B.1 Cor. 11 28. 2 Cor. 13.5.Yes ſurely, and it greatly con­cernes euery man to haue an eſpeciall care ſo to doe.

I.May a man then know whether he haue ſaith or no?

B.Acts 8.37. 1 Cor. 2.12. 2 Tim. 1.12.Yea ſurely, euery true beléeuer knowes he doth beléeue.

I.What are the markes or notes whereby one may know and bee aſſu­red, that he is a faithfull perſon?

B.Rom. 5.1. Rom. 8.15, 16. Gal 4.6.Firſt, true beléeuers haue peace of Conſcience.
Secondly, the Spirit of God teſti­fieth [Page] to their ſpirits that they are his children.
Thirdly,Rom 7.23, 24. Gal. 5.17. Acts 2.21. & 9.11.14 Rom. 8.16. & 10.14. Iob. 2.3. & 27.8, 9, 10, Pſal. 119.109.141.143.157. Reu. 22.17.20. Rom. 8.23. 2 Tim. 4.8. they féele a conflict with­in themſelues, betweene the fleſh and the ſpirit, corruption and grace.
Fourthly, they religiouſly exerciſe themſelues in prayer.
Fifthly, they continue to feare, loue, obey and ſerue God, in aduerſitie, as well as in proſperitie.
Sixtly, they deſire the comming of Chriſt to iudgement.
Seuenthly, they deſire and indea­uour to bringEſay 2, 3. Luke 22.32. Iohn 1.41, 42.45, 46. others, eſpecially thoſe vnder theirGen. 18, 19. Ioſh. 24.1 [...]. A & s 10.2. Iob 17.9. Iohn. 15.2. 2 Theſ. 1.3. charge, to the faith, knowledge and ſeruice of God, and to further the ſaluation of others as well as their owne.
Eightly, they grow and increaſe in grace.
Ninthly, they heartily and vnfai­nedly loue thePſal. 15.4. Act 4.34, 35. &c. Gal. 5, 6. 1 Iohn 3.14, 15.23. Col. 1.4. children, thePſal. 119.103.111.113.167, &c. 1 Pet. 2.2. word, and faithfullMat. 10.41. Acts 16.15.33. Rom. 1 [...].4. Miniſters of God.
Tenthly, their conſtant care, ſtudy,Pſal 119.94. Iohn 15.5. Iam. 2 18, 19, 20 and labour is, to keepe all the Com­mandements of God, being fruitfull [Page] in all good morkes,Rom. 8.1. 1 Iohn 1.7. to the praiſe of his great and glorious name.

I.Is faith then alwayes accompani­ed with good workes?

B.Yea certainely, they are euer in­ſeparable companions,Acts 9.36. Luke 23.40, 41 42. Luke 19.8. ſo as the Sun can no more bee without light, or the fire voyd of heate, or a good trée in the ſeaſon thereof, deſtitute of fruit, then faith can be without workes.


Of good Workes.
I.VVHat doe you call good Workes?

B.They are actionsDeut 12.32. Eſay 29.13. Mat. 15.9. commanded of God, and done by perſonsGen. 4.4. Mat 7.18. Iohn. 15.4, 5. rege­nerate, and ingrafted into Chriſt, inRom. 14.23. Heb. 11.6. faith,1 Cor. 13.1, 2, 3. 1 Tim. 1.5. loue,Luke 17.10. & 18. 11. humilitie,1 Sam. 15.22. obe­dience to God, and for hisMat. 5.16. 1. Cor. 10.31. glory.

I.Are any able to doe good workes of themſelues?

B.2 Cor. 3.5. Phil 2 13. Iohn  [...]5.5.No. Wee cannot ſo much as thinke one good thought, but by the grace of God.

I.Are the good workes done by the [Page]faithfull in this life, perfect and without blemiſh?

B.No,Eccleſ. 7.20. Eſay 64.6. but euen the beſt and holieſt that proceede from them are full of in­firmities, and greatly defiled with ſinne.

I.How comes this to paſſe?

B.Becauſe their regeneration,Rom. 7.23, 24. Gal. 5.17. Marke 19.24. Mat. 14.31. 1 Pet. 2.2, &c. faith and loue of God, and their Neigh­bours, which are the rootes from whence all good workes doe ſpring and grow, are euer imperfect in this world.

I.If the workes of the faithfull bee ſo imperfect and defiled with ſinne, how then come they to bee acceptable and pleaſing to God?

B.Through Chriſt,Mat. 3.17. & 17.5. 1 Pet. 2.5. with whoſe righteouſneſſe (as with a Mantle) all their imperfections and defilements are couered, and for his ſake, are fully pardoned and remitted them.

I.Doe good workes iuſtifie?

B.No.Rom. 3.20.28. & 4.4, 5. Phil. 3.9. A man is iuſtifyed by faith onely, without the déedes of the Law.

I.Why cannot workes iuſtifie?

B.Firſt,Epheſ. 1.6, 7. & 2.7, 8. becauſe then Chriſt ſhould be but an imperfect Sauiour.
[Page]Pſal. 143.2. Phil. 3.8, 9.Secondly, becauſe the Saints of God haue renounced their workes in the matter of Iuſtification.
1 Kings 8.46. Pro. 20.9. Acts 15.10. Ioh. 15.2.4, 5. Gen. 4 4. Mat. 3.17.Thirdly, becauſe no man can per­fectly fulfill the Law.
Fourthly, becauſe we muſt bee iu­ſtifyed, before wee can doe any good worke at all.

I.Doe the good workes of regene­rate perſons or beleeuers merit euerla­ſting life?

B.No, in no wiſe.

I.What are your reaſons?

B.Firſt, becauſe no workes of the moſt ſanctified can bee abſolutely good,Eſay 64.6. Eccleſ. 7.20. Iames 2.10. but euen the beſt they doe haue many wants and faylings in them, néeding mercy and forgiueneſſe.
Luke 7.10 & 1 74, 75. Rom. 8.12. Epheſ. 2.10. Iob. 22.2. & 35.7, 8. Pſal. 16.2. Rom. 8.18. 2 Cor. 4.17, 18.Secondly, what good workes ſoe­uer they doe, or poſſibly can doe, are due to God from them.
Thirdly, they can be no way profi­table or beneficiall to God.
Fourthly, there is no proportion at all, betwéene them and eternall life or ſaluation.

I.But hath not Chriſt merited, that our workes might merit?

[Page]B.Hee hath merited to make ourEpheſ. 1 6 & 2  [...] 14,  [...]5, 16.18. perſons and [...] Pet 2.5 workes acceptable to God his Father: but that hee ſhould merit to make ourRom. 4.4 & 11 6. Gal. 2.21. & 5.3, 4. workes meritori­ous, is a braineſicke conceit, and new-found deuice, of ſuch as be enemies to him and his merits.

IIf good workes can neither iuſtifie, nor merit ought at Gods hands, why then ſhould we doe them? Leuit. 19.2. Mat. 5, 16 48. 1  [...]et. 1.15, 16.17.

B.Firſt, becauſe God commands them.
Secondly, that thereby wee may teſtifie our thankefulneſſe to him, for hisIoſh. 32.6. Confer with the Verſe be­fore, and 24.14 with Verſe 5. Eſay 1, 2, 3. Rom. 2.4. gracious benefits, eſpecially ourLuke 1 74, 75. Rom. 12.1. 1 Pet. 1.17, 18. redemption from euerlaſting woe and miſery.
Thirdly, that wee mayMat 5.16. Iohn 15.8. glorifie him. Fourthly, edifie the1 Cor. 10.33 faithfull. Fiftly, winne the1 Pet 2.12 & 3.1, 2. faithleſſe. Sixtly, giue noLuke 17.1, 2. 1 Cor. 10.32. offence to any. Seuenthly,Tit. 2.10. adorne the Goſpell. Eightly,Phil. 2.15. 1 Theſ. 5.4, 5, 6. beau­tifie our profeſſion. Ninthly,Tit. 2.8. 1 Pet. 2.12.15. ſtoppe the mouthes ofMat. 7.18. Iames 2.17, &c. 26. vngodly men, that ſéek all occaſions to defame vs. Tenth­ly, that we may get aſſurance of the [Page] truth of our ſ faith, 11. 1 Cor. 6 11. Iames 2.24, 25. Iuſtifica­tion, 12. 1 Iohn 3.9 & 5.4.18. Regeneration, 13. 1 Iohn 3.10. Rom 4.14. Adop­tion, 14. andEpheſ. 1.4. 2 Pet 1.5, 6 &c. to 11. Election, 15. Leuit. 26.15, 16, & Deut 28.15, 16, &c. eſcape Temporall, 16. andMat. 7.19. Rom. 8.13. eternall puniſh­ments, 17. and obtaine the bleſſings ofDeut 28.1, 2, 3, &c. 1 Tim. 4.8. this life, 18. and of that which is toEzek. 18.5, 6. Pſal. 1, 2. and 15. all. come.

IDoe you hold then that good workes are neceſſary to ſaluation?

B.I doe ſo; and it is moſt certaine that they are, as aPro. 11.18, 19 & 10.17. way to come vn­to it, or asRom. 8.1. Heb. 12.14. Pſal. 24.3, 4, 5. ſignes and markes of ſuch as ſhall be ſaued, or as inſepara­bleGal 5, 6. Iames 2.14 &c truits and conſequents of true ſauing faith, whoſe1 Pet 1.9 end is ſaluation; or as qualities which God hath de­créed all ſhall be indued withall,Epheſ 2.10. & 1.4. that ſhall be made heires of his Kingdome, but in no wiſe, as anyEpheſ. 2.5.8. Tit. 3 5. Iohn 14.6. cauſes or me­rit thereof.

I.But Chriſt hath freed vs from the Iohn 8.36. Rom. 7.6. Law, how then can there be ſuch a ne­ceſſitie of the workes of the Law to ſal­uation, as you affirme, or we at all bound to doe them?

[Page]B.Chriſt hath fréed vs from the Law indéede, in reſpect of theMat. 11.30. 1 Iohn 5.3. Acts 15.10. rigo­rous exaction thereof, whereby it im­poſeth vpon euery man, without ex­ception, a neceſſitie of perfect obedi­ence, euen to the leaſt title or tote of it; as alſo in reſpect of theGal. 3.13. Rom. 8.1. curſe and malediction thereof, for tranſgreſſing the ſame: But, as it is a rule of righ­teouſneſſe and holyPſal. 119.5. Mat. 5.19, 20. &c. and 13. obedience, ſo he hath fréed nor releaſed none from it, but chargeth all that wil be ſaued, care­fully and conſcionably, to conforme their liues and actions thereunto.

IProceede we now in the doctrine of Faith, and tell mee, is this grace euer loſt, or vtterly taken away from any that are truly indued with it?

B.No vndoubtedly. It may bee, and often is, euen in Gods deareſt children, through the violent ſtormes of temptations and their grieuous falles, ſorelyPſal. 42.5, 6.11. & 77.7, 8, 9, 10. Pſal. 51.11, 12. Mat. 26.71, &c. ſhaken, obſcured and ſo buried (as it were) in their hearts, like fire in the aſhes, as that they haue little or no féeling of it at all for a time; but it is not, nor euer can bee totally and finallyPſal. 1.3. Ier. 32.39, 40. Hoſ. 2.19, 20. extinguiſhed in any, to [Page] whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame in any, though the leaſt meaſure.

I.Shew your reaſons.

B.Rom. 11.29. Iohn 13.1.Firſt, becauſe the gifts and cal­ling of God are without repentance.
Luke 22  [...]2 Iohn 17.11.15.17.20.Secondly, Chriſt hath prayed for euery one of the faithfull, that their faith may neuer faile.
Thirdly, nothing is able to ſeparate any true beléeuer from the loue of God in Ieſus Chriſt.Rom. 8.38, 39. Eſay 54 10.
Phil. 1.6.Fourthly, God will perfect that good worke which hee hath once be­g [...]ne in his Elect, to the end.
 [...]iftly, God is bothIohn 10.29. Rom. 16.25. able andMat. 12.20. Mat. 18.14. Iohn 10.28. willing to vphold, confirme and ſtrengthen the faith of all his children, vntill they attaine to the end of their faith, to wit, the euerlaſting ſaluation of their ſoules.

I.Is the faith of any of Gods Elect perfect in this life?

B.No certainely, but euen they which haue it in fulleſt meaſure, haue muchMat. 6.30. Marke 9.19.24 Iohn 20.25. 1 Cor. 13.9.12. weakeneſſe, ignorance and doubting, mingled with it; and there­foreMarke 29.24. 2 Pet 3.18. muſt euer bee labouring to get their faith ſtrengthened and increa­ſed [Page] more and more.

I.What are the meanes which God hath appointed vs to vſe for the ſtreng­thening and increaſing of our faith?

B.Firſt1 Pet. 2.2. & 2 Pet. 3.18. Acts 20.32. 2 Theſ. 4.11, 12 13, 14 reading of his ſacred Word, 2. and eſpecially x hearing the ſame preached or Catechiſed, 3. Luke 17.5. Iude 20. Mat 7.7. fre­quent and feruent prayer, 4. religious and conſcionable vſe of theGen. 17.11. Rom. 4.11. 1 Cor. 11.23, 24 &c. Sacra­ments.

I.How are wee to reade the Word of God, that we may be edified thereby?

B.WithPſal. 25.4, 5. and 119.12.26.27. Iames 1.5. prayer, 2. and Pſal, 119 161. Heb. 12.28. reuerence, 3. Luke 1.1.3. Acts 11.4. order, 4. Heb. 4.2. Iohn 5.46, 47. faith, 5. Pſal. 25.9. Iames 1.21. méekeneſſe, 6. Pro. 11.2. Iames 4.6. humility, 7. Iob 23.12. Pſal. 119.16.48.167. loue to it, 8. Pſal 119 4. 1 Pet. 2.2. deſire after it, 9. Rom. 15.4. 1 Cor. 11.28. application, 10. Pſal. 45.10. Mat. 24.15. conſide­ration, 11. Pſal. 1, 2. Ioſh. 1 8. meditation, 12. Iohn 5.39. Acts 8.30.31. care to vnderſtand, 13. Deut. 6.6, 7, 8. Pſal. 119.93: remember, 14. Deut. 6, 7. Col. 3.16. con­ferre of, 15. Deut. 4.1.5. & 29.9. Reuel. 1.3. and practiſe what wee reade, vſing 16. Pſal. 1.2. Deut. 17.19, 20. a daily diligence herein, yet euer with ſuch a wiſe and diſcréete moderation, as that we at no time, 17. Mat. 9.13. Eccleſ. 5.12.13. neither tire our ſpirits be­fore [Page] we giue ouer, or 18.Exod. 20.9. Epheſ. 4 28. neglect the duties of our perſonall and particular callings.

I.How are wee to heare the Word preached or catechiſed?

B.Of euery one that deſires to heare ſo, as to bee profited by his hea­ring, three ſorts of duties are careful­ly and conſcionably to be practiſed.

I.Which be they?

B.Some are to goe before, ſome to accompany, ſome to follow after our hearing.

I.What duties are to goe before our hearing?

B.Firſt, anMich. 2.7. Luke 8.15. holy life. 2. APſal. 4.4. and 77 6 [...] dili­gent ſearch of our wants and imper­fections. 3. Lam. 3.40. 1 Cor 11.28. Examination of our ſins. 4.Nehem. 9.1, 2, &c. Eſay. 1.10, 11, 12, &c. Repentance for them. 5. Wor­king our ſelues to an earneſt and1 Pet. 2.2. Pſal 119.40. longing deſire after the Word. 6. To a ſeriousEſay 2, 3 Pſal 119.106. reſolution of obeying it. 7. To be well1 Cor. 14.1. Gal. 4.14, 15. 1 Theſ. 5.13. affected to the Prea­cher that deliuers it, carrying a reue­rent opinion of his perſon, gifts and graces. 8. Emptying our hearts of allIames 1.19, 20. 1 Pet. 2.1, 2 corrupt affections. 9. Of allLuke 8.14. Mat. 13.22. cares of this world, of all thoughts concer­ning [Page] the profits, pleaſures, affaires and buſineſſe of this life. 10. As alſo of allEſay 57.15. Luke 1.53. 1 Cor. 3.18. proud and preſumptuous con­conceits, in reſpect of our knowledge or gifts, how great or excellent ſoeuer. 11. HeartyPſal. 119.5.18 Epheſ. 6.18, 19, 20. prayer to God, for his bleſſing vpon our hearing. 12. Auoy­ding allLuke 21.34. 1 Cor. 11.21. intemperate eating and drinking, before wee come to heare.Deut. 31.11, 12, 13. Acts 10.24. Iames 1.19. 13. and laſtly, a timely reſorting to the place where the Word is taught.

I.What duties are to accompanie our hearing?

B.Nehem. 8.5, 6 Luke 10.16.Reuerence. 2. Iames 4.6. Humilitie, 3. Heb. 4.2. Faith. 4. Pſal. 25.9. Eſay 61.1. Méekeneſſe. 5. Nehem. 8.12. Marke 6.20. Glad­neſſe of heart. 6. Nehem. 8.3. Acts 8.6. diligent attention. 7. Pſal. 45.10. 2 Pet. 1.19. Héedfull obſeruation. 8. Rom. 15.4. 2 Kings 22.12, 13. Due applications to our ſelues. 9. 2 Chron. 34.27. Eſay 66.2. Labou­ring to bee affected with that with is ſpoken. 10. Care toNehem. 8.2, 3.8.13. 1 Cor. 14.16.20. vnderſtand andPro. 3.1. Iames 1.25. remember it.

I.What duties are to follow our hearing? Acts 11.18.13.48. 1 Theſ. 5.18. obſer. Dan. 2.18, 19.

B.Thankeſgiuing to God for his mercy in the vſe of his Word.
[Page]Secondly, humble prayer vnto him, for pardon of ourEſay 64.6. infirmities in hearing, and for his bleſſing the ſame vnto vs.
Thirdly,Acts. 17.11, 12 1 Theſ. 5 21. examination of the things we haue heard.
Fourthly,Pſal. 119 97. and often in that Pſalme, and 1 Tim 4.15 meditation. 5.Luke 24.13, 14, 15. 1 Theſ. 5.11. con­ference of them with others. And laſtly, conſcionableEſay 2, 3. Rom. 2.13, Iames 1.22. &c. practice of them in our liues and conuerſations.

I.What duties are the people bound to performe, to the able and faithfull Preachers of the Word of God?

B.Firſt, to haue them in1 Th 5.12, 13 Gal 4.14, 15. ſingu­lar loue for their workes ſake.
Secondly, greatly to eſtéeme, ho­nor andPhil. 2.29. 1 Tim. 5.17. reuerence them.
Thirdly, toCol. 4 3. 2 Theſ. 3.1. pray for them.
Fourthly, to follow their1 Cor. 4 16. Heb. 13 7. godly examples.
Fiftly, diligently to heareMat. 10.14, 15. Malach. 2.7. their Doctrine and Sermons.
Sixtly, toHeb 13.17. obey and ſubmit them­ſelues vnto them.
Seuenthly, with all2 Cor. 9 7. 2 Chron. 31.5.6, &c. See Ec­cleſiaſt. 35.6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. alacrity and chéerefull willingneſſe (as theirMat. 10.10. 1 Tim. 5.17, 18. due and deſerued recompence for theirMat. 10.10. 1 Theſ. 5.1 [...].13 toyleſome labour and ſeruice) to af­ford [Page] them a1 Tim. 5.17. Gal. 6.6. 1 Cor. 9.4, 5, 6, 7, &c. liberall, ample and ho­norable maintenance, not onely ſuffi­cient for them and theirs, but alſo that they may thereby bee enabled to1 Tim. 3 2 & 4 12. Tit. 1.8. ho­ſpitality, and be examples to others of chriſtian charitie and beneficence.


Of Prayer.
YOu ſaid that prayer is alſo a meane to increaſe faith: what is prayer?
B.It is anEſay 29.13. Iohn 4.23, 24. Rom 12.12. & 10.1.1. hearty and earneſtLuke 18.1. Iohn 14.14. crauing ofExod. 8.12. Dan. 9.3, 4. God ſuch things as be­long to hisLuke 11.2. 1 Cor. 10.31. glory, and theMat. 7.11 Luke 11.3, 4, 5, 6.11, 12, 13. good of our ſelues, andEpheſ 6.18. 1 Tim. 2.1. others, withCol. 3.17. & 4.2. Phil 46. thankſ­giuing for ſuch benefits as wee haue receiued.

I.Is euery Chriſtian bound to exer­ciſe himſelfe in this duty of prayer?

B.Yes,Pſal. 50.15. Mat. 6.9. & 7.7, 8. euery one that hath the vſe of reaſon, without exception of what age, ſtate, degrée, condition or ſexe ſoeuer they be, and thatLuke 18.1. &c. 1 Theſ. 5.17. daily.

I.VVhat motiues are there to ſtirre vs vp ſo to doe?

B.Firſt, theIer. 33.3. Eſay 55.6. Commandement of [Page] God. 2. TheAbraham, Gen. 17, 18. & 18.22.24 &c. Iſaack, Gen 28.34 & 24.63. Iacob, Gen. 32.11, &c. Moſes, Exod. 15.25.17 4.11, 12. Dauid, Pſal. 55.1, &c. 16, 17. Pſal. 119.145, 146, 147, 164, and moſt of his Pſalmes and prayers. Daniel, Dan. 6.10. examples of the Saints and Seruants of God, both in theAbraham, Gen. 17, 18. & 18.22.24 &c. Iſaack, Gen 28.34 & 24.63. Iacob, Gen. 32.11, &c. Moſes, Exod. 15.25.17 4.11, 12. Dauid, Pſal. 55.1, &c. 16, 17. Pſal. 119.145, 146, 147, 164, and moſt of his Pſalmes and prayers. Daniel, Dan. 6.10. Old and NewAnna, Luke 2.37. The Apoſtle, Acts 1 14.24 3.1. & 4.24. & 6.4. Firſt belee­uing Chriſtians, Acts 2.42. Cornelius, Acts 10.2.4. with many others. Teſtament, and of ourMat. 14.23. Iohn 17. Luke 3.21. and often elſewhere. Sauiour Chriſt himſelfe, who vpon all occaſions vſed to powre forth their ſoules vnto God by prayer. 3. It is aPſal. 50.15. Luke  [...] 37. Hence the Temple called the houſe of prayer, Eſay 56.7. Mat. 21.13. Hence alſo prayer is often put for t [...]e whole worſhip of God, &c. 1 Cor. 1, 2. 2 Tim 2.22. principall part of that worſhip and diuine ſeruice we owe vnto God. 4. It is the meanes to get deliuerance from allExod. 8. [...],  [...], 1 [...], & [...]. and 9.28, 29.33. 2 Chron. 6 24, 25, 26. euils which are vpon vs, and to obtaine allMat. 7.7, 8. Luke 1 [...]  [...]. Iohn 15.7. good things wee ſtand in néede of, either for ſoule or body, as alſo to haue the ſame1 Tim. 4, 5. ſanctified vn­to vs. 5. It is aRom. 10.14. 1 Cor. 1.2. marke of Gods Chil­dren to exerciſe themſelues in holy in­uocation, and contrarily, of aPſal. 14 4. & 79 6. Ier 10.25. wicked man & prophane Atheiſt, not to pray.

I.Can any man of himſelfe performe this duty of prayer as he ought? Zach 12.10. Rom. 8.15 26.

B.No, none, of what gifts or graces [Page] ſoeuer, can pray as he ought, without the help and aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit.

I.To whom muſt we direct our prayers?

B.Neither toCol 2.18. Reuel 22.9. Angels, norEſay 63.16. Iohn 14.6. Saints, nor any otherDeut 4.19. 2 Kings 21.2, 3. Eſay 42.18. creature whatſoeuer, but onely toPſal. 5.2, 3. & 77.2, 3. A & s 10.2. God theMat. 6.9. Iohn 16.24. Father,Acts 7.59. Reuel. 1.5. Sonne, and Holy2 Cor. 13.14. Reuel. 1.4. Ghoſt.

I.Why muſt we pray onely to God?

B.Becauſe hee onely is1 Kings 8.27. Pſal. 139.7, 8. euery where preſent to heare vs, allGen. 18.14. Epheſ. 3.20. ſuffi­cient, omnipotent, andPſal. 24.6.9, 10.15.18. & 50 15. Mat. 7.7, 8. willing to helpe and giue vs what we craue, alſo he onely knowes our1 Chro. 28.9. Pſal. 139.1, 2. hearts, and is alone to beIohn 14.1. Rom. 10.14. Ier 17.5. beléeued in.

I.In whoſe name are wee to offer vp our prayers vnto God?

B.Onely in the name ofIohn 14.13, 14. Col. 3.17. Ieſus Chriſt, who is the onely and perpetu­allIohn 14.6. Rom. 8.34. 1 Tim. 2.5. mediator betwéen God and Man, not of redemption and propitiation a­lone, but alſo of interceſſion.

I.What is it to pray in the name or mediation of Ieſus Chriſt?

[Page]B.To intreate God to vouchſafe vnto vs, the things wee pray vn­to him for, not for anyDan. 9 7.8.18. Ezra. 9 6, 7.15. merit or wor­thineſſe in our ſelues, or any other creature in heauen or in earth; but onely for the worthineſſe, interceſſion and merits ſake ofDan 9.17. Heb. 10.19, 20, &c. Rom. 8 32. Ieſus Chriſt his Sonne, in and through whom alone he is wellMat. 3.17. & 17.5. pleaſed.

I.What things are we to pray for?

B.Onely for ſuch as are agréeable to thePſal. 19.14. 1 Iohn 5.14. Will of God, reuealed in his Word, which are of thrée ſorts: Firſt, ſuch as concerne theMat. 6.9, 10. Luke 11 2. glory of God: Secondly, theMat. 6.12, 13. Luke 11.9. ſaluation of our ſoules: Thirdly, ourMat. 6.11. Pro. 30. corporall good and well-fare in this preſent liſe.

I.How are wee to pray for theſe things?

B.The two firſt kindes; namely, the things belonging to theMat. 6.9, 10.33. Pſal. 51.1, 2, 7. glory of God and our ſaluation, are principal­ly, and in the firſt place to be craued of vs, as alſo abſolutely, without any condition or limitation at all: but the laſt, to wit, the things of this life, with condition ofMat. 6.10. Mat. 26.42. Rom. 1.10. Gods will, their [Page] making for hisMat. 6.33. 1 Cor. 10.31. glory, and our owne and brethrens good andPro. 30.8. Mat. 16.26. ſaluation.

I.For whom muſt we pray?

B.For all men, of what qualitie,1 Tim. 2.1: Epheſ, 6.18. rancke or condition ſoeuer, either now liuing, or hereafter for toIohn 17.20, 21. Pſal 90.16.1 liue, ſuch only excepted, who are apparant­ly knowne, to haue committed the vn­pardonable ſinne againſt theIohn 5.16. 1 Sam. 16.1, 2. Ier. 7.16. Holy Ghoſt.

I.May wee not alſo pray for the dead?

B.No; in no wiſe.

I.Why ſo?

B.Becauſe we haue no warrant ſo to doe, either by commandement from God,Rom. 14.5.23. or approoued example of any of the faithfull, recorded in Scripture which haue done it, or by promiſe to be heard, if we doe it, or threatning to be puniſhed if we doe it not.

I.VVhat other reaſon can you ren­der againſt praying for the dead?

B.It is a méere vaine and friuo­lous thing, to pray for any departed this life, they being either ſuch as dyed in the faith, and are conſequently for euerReuel. 14.13. 2 Cor. 5.1, 2. Phil. 1, 23. bleſſed in heauen, and therefore [Page] néed not our prayers: or ſuch as dyed in their ſins, and ſo are irrecouerably damned inLuke 16.23, 24 &c. Reuel. 21.8. Hell, to whom our pray­ers can doe no good; neither for procu­ring their full and finall redemption, nor ſo much as the leaſtLuke 16.23.24, &c. intermiſſi­on or mitigation of their torments.
VVhat conditions are required in our prayers, that they may be acceptable to God, and graciouſly heard of him?

B.VnfainedIob 11.13, 14 Pſal. 26.6. Iohn 9.31. repentance,Mat. 5.23.24. 1 Tim. 2.8. loue,Gen. 18.27. Pſal. 5.7. Heb. 12.28. reuerence,Dan. 9.3. Mat 14.23. mindes purified from all cares, carnall, worldly and wan­dring thoughts;Nehem. 9.34 34, 35. Dan. 9.4, 5, &c. confeſſion of ſinnes,Pſal 17.1. Heb. 10 22. ſincerity,Gen. 32.10. Luke 18.13. humility,1 Cor. 14, 15. vnderſtan­ding,Phil. 1.4. wiſedome,Phil. 1.4. ioy,Ezra. 9.6, 7. Mat. 11.28. Pſal. 86.1. Eſay 26.16. liuely féeling of our ſinnes and wants,Col. 4.12. Iames 5.16.17. feruent deſires to haue them ſupplyed, crauing things for righteous and holyIames 4.3. Mat 6.13. ends, namely, the glory of God, the furthe­rance of our owne and brethrens ſal­uation.
Moreouer,Heb. 11.6. Rom. 10.14. ſauing faith,Marke 11.24. Iames 1.6. confi­dence to be heard,Luke 18.1. Epheſ. 6.18. perſeuerance, in [Page] caſe wee haue not preſent audience, humblePſal. 51.18. Lament. 3.26. Mat. 6.10. Luke 22.42. Pſal. 78.41. Pſal. 40.1. ſubmiſſion to the good plea­ſure of God, both for the things them­ſelues we ſue for, as alſo their quanti­ty, quality, manner and time, how, and when it ſhall pleaſe him to beſtow them on vs; neither conditioning with, nor limmiting him to any cir­cumſtances, but méerely referring all to his moſt wiſe and fatherly diſpoſe, who knowes what is beſt for vs: a re­ligiousPro. 2, 3.4. Nehem. 4.9. care to frame our practiſe ac­cording to our prayers, ioyning there­unto the vſe of all ſanctifyed meanes for obtaining the things we pray for.
Laſtly, all our prayers muſt euer bee accompanied with our1 Tim. 2.1. Phil. 4.6. heartieſt praiſes and thankeſgiuings for bleſ­ſings receiued, not being like the nine, but that one Leper, Luke 17.12.18. as ready euer to glorifie God for his mer­cies obtained, as forward to begge the obtaining of them.

I.Is it neceſſary that theſe conditions be obſerued of vs in perfection?
No, neither can they ſo bee of any,Pſal. 80.40. Eſay. 64.4. Rom. 8.26. Reuel. 8.3, 4. how holy ſoeuer, but of all that deſire a bleſſed ſucceſſe of their prayers, they [Page] muſt bee obſerued in ſincerity and truth, with ſorrow, repentance, deſire of pardon for faylings, with earneſt ſtriuing alſo to their vttermoſt power to come as néere perfection, as poſſi­bly they can: which whoſoeuer doe, all blemiſhes, infirmities and imper­fections ſhall bee graciouſly paſſed by, and forgiuen of God in Ieſus Chriſt.

I.How many wayes doth God heare the prayers of men?

B.Two wayes, firſt in mercy and fauour, as when hee giues them ſuch things as be1 Sam. 1.17.20. Luke 1.13, 14. good for them.
Secondly, in1 Sam. 8.5, 6. &c. Pſal. 78.29, 30, 31. Mat. 27.25. wrath and indigna­tion, as when hee ſends the euils and miſchiefes which they ſinfully wiſh vpon themſelues.

I.How many wayes doth hee heare the prayers of his children?

B.Two wayes alſo, firſt by giuing them what they2 Kings 20.2.5. Exod. 14, 15, 16, &c. deſire, according to his will. Secondly, in not giuing them that, but a betterMat 26.39. Heb 5.7. 2 Cor. 12.8, 9. and more ex­pedient for them, hearing them accor­ding to their weale, although not ac­cording to their will.

I.Why doth God many times de­ferre[Page]to heare the prayers of the faithfull?

B.Firſt, to try them: Secondly, to exerciſe their faith and patience:Mat. 15.22, 23, &c. Marke 10.46, 47. Pſal. 22.1, 2. & 69.3. Thirdly, to cauſe them to be more fre­quent and feruent in their prayers: Fourthly, to conuince them more throughly of their owne diſabilities to helpe themſelues, that ſo he may kéepe them from ſacrificing to their owne Nets, and make them acknowledge that the bleſſings they receiue, come wholly and ſolely from the hands of his prouidence: Fiftly, to prepare the heartier welcome, and more thanke­full entertainements for his benefits at their hands: Sixtly, becauſe he ſees it expedient for vs to delay the gran­ting our Petitions: or finally, for ſome other reaſon beſt knowne to himſelfe.

I.Why doth God many times not heare mens prayers at all?

B.Either becauſe they aske ſuch things as theyActs 8.19. Mat. 20.20.21. ought not to aske, or though good in themſelues, yet hurt­full to them: or els becauſe they askeIames 4.3. 1 Iohn 5.14, 15 Eſay 1.15. & 59.1, 2, 3, &c. amiſſe, not in that manner, nor for thoſe ends, nor with that religious ob­ſeruation of the due conditions and [Page] circumſtances of holy prayer, ſpoken of before, as they ought.

I.May we vſe a preſcript or ſet forme of prayer?

B.Yea doubtleſſe, for as much as ſuch prayers are not onelyMat. 6.1, 2. &c. Pſal. 92. Ob­ſerue the Title of it, and the Title of Pſal. 102. 2 Chron. 29, 30. Luke 11.1. appro­ued of, but alſoNum. 6.23.24, 25, &c. Luke 11.2. Hoſea 14.2. enioyned and com­manded in the Word of God. How­beit, euery Chriſtian ought to labour to get himſelfe ſo furniſhed with theZach. 12.10. Spirit of ſupplication, as that hee may be able to deliuer his owne Am­baſſages, and preferre his owne peti­tions to the Lord in1 Kings 8.22, 23, &c. Ezra 9.7, 8, &c. Iacob Gen. 32.9, 10, &c. 1 Sam 1.10, &c words of his owne conceiuing.

I.How many kindes of prayers bee there?

B.Two,Luke 2.37. Acts 3.1. publike, which is per­formed in the publike aſſemblies of Gods children, in which the Miniſter or Paſtor in a1 Cor. 14. knowne tongue, with plainneſſe of ſpéech, and an au­dible voyce, is to goe before, as the mouth of all the reſt: and the whole Congregation with ſilence, in their hearts and affections to follow; and in concluſion, with conioyned voyces, by ſayingIt is a fault in many Con­gregations: Let the Miniſter pray neuer ſo loud, the peo­ple are mute to ſay Amen; contrary to the laudadle pra­ctiſe of the Primitiue Church, whoſe Amen was like a clap of thun­der, as Hierom witneſſeth. Amen, to teſtifie their [Page] communion in their prayers, their aſ­ſent vnto the ſame, their earneſt de­ſires to haue them heard, and aſſured confidence, that they ſhall ſo bee through Ieſus Chriſt.
Secondly, Priuate, which is per­formed either byMat 6.5, 6. 1 Kings 14.42 our ſelues alone, or together withAct. 1.13.14 & 12.12. & 16.25. others, in any pri­uate or ſecret place.

I.Are Chriſtians bound to vſe both theſe kindes of prayers, publike and priuate?

B.They are: neither thePſal. 35. Mat. 21.13. Luke 2.37. one, nor theMat. 5, 6. & 14.23. Acts 1.13, 14. other may bee neglected of any that deſire to liue like Chriſtians, and men fearing God; eſpecially, the pub­like, which is moſt to beePſal. 26.8. & 84 1, 2. &c. Acts 3.1. ſet by and eſteemed of euery man.

I.Is the vſe of the voyce neceſſary to prayer?

B.To publike prayer it is, which1 Cor. 14. alwayes ought to be vocall, that the people (in whoſe name they are con­ceiued) may anſwer, Amen; but in pri­uate prayer it is not ſimplyExod. 1 4, 15 1 Sam. 1.13. Rom. 8.26. neceſſa­ry, ſo that thePſal. 25.1. Lam. 2.19. Iohn 4.24. heart and affections be lifted vp to God; howbeit, it is helpefull for thePſal. 130.1, 3. & 141.1. & 142.1. kindling of our affe­ctions [Page] ſtirring vp, and continuing our deuotion, kéeping our mindes in or­der and reſtraining them from wan­dring. In which reſpects it is vere fit and conuenient to vſe the voyce, euen in priuate prayer, as alſo, becauſe in ſo doing, wee doe in a ſpecall manner, conſecrate ourIame. 3.9. Pſal. 51.14.16. & 145.21. tongues to the end for which God gaue them vs; namely, to honor and glorifie him withall.

I.In what place is this duty of pray­er to be performed of vs?

B.Iohn 4.21. 1 Tim. 2.8.In x any, without difference or exception: yet for order ſake, it is fit that publike prayers bee made inEſay 56.7. Pſal. 134.2. Acts 3.1. publike places, appointed for the publike worſhip of God: and priuate, in placesDan. 6.10. Mat. 6.6. Acts 10.9. priuate, as our houſes, chambers, &c.

I.Epheſ. 6.18. Col. 4.2. 1 Theſ. 5.17. When are Chriſtians to pray?

B.At all times, and vpon all oc­caſions.

I.What eſpeciall times are there, in which euery one ought to giue himſelfe to ſet and ſolemne prayer?

B.Ordinarily eueryPſal. 88.13. & 92.1, 2. Marke 1.35. morning after our reſt, before wee enter vpon the duties of our perſonall callings. [Page] Secondly, at all our1 Tim. 4, 5. Acts 27.35. Marke 6.41. repaſts, when we are comforting ourſelues with the good creatures of God. Thirdly, eue­ryDan. 6.10. Pſal. 55.17. Pſal. 92.2. night when we betake our ſelues to ſléepe:Rom. 12.12. Epheſ. 6.18. Extraordinarily at all o­ther times whenſoeuer occaſion is of­fered, eſpecially in thePſal. 50.15. Iames 5.13, 14. Pſal. 18.6. time of trou­ble and affliction.

IWhat helpes of prayer are there?

B.Luke. 21.36. Epheſ. 6.18. Watchfulneſſe,1 Pet. 4.7. ſobrietie, h geſtures, andMat. 17.21. Acts 10.30. faſting: The thrée firſt whereof, are to bee vſed at all times; the latter, eſpecially vpon ex­traordinary occaſions.

I.What geſtures muſt wee vſe in prayer?

B.There are manySome of Gods children haue prayed kneeling, as Salomon, 1 Kin. 8.54. Dan. 9, 10. Our Sauiour Chriſt, Luk. 22.41. Steuen. Act. 7.60. and o­thers. Some fallen on their faces, as Moſes and Aaron, Num. 16.22. Ezekiel, Chap. 9.8. Some lying, as Da­uid, 2 Sam. 12.16. Ezekiah, Eſay 38.2. Some ſitting, as Iacob, Gen. 48.2.15, &c. Some ſtanding, as the Publican, Luke 18.13. Some with eyes eleuated or lifted vp, as Dauid, Pſal. 121. Some with eyes deiected or caſt downe, as the Publican, Luke 18.13. Some with hands ſpread abroade, as Moſes, Exod. 9.29. Some with hands lifted vp, as Moſes, Exod. 17.11. and Dauid, Pſal. 28.2. Some ſmiting their breaſts, as the Publican, Luke 18.13. deſcribed, but none preciſely preſcribed to vs in Scripture. Notwithſtanding, wee muſt be carefull in all our prayers, to vſe ſuch as be graue, ſober, and beſée­ming ſo ſacred and diuine an exerciſe, and may beſt ſerue both to expreſſe and excite, ſtirre vp and further the reuerence, deuotion, humility, ſeruen­cie and holy affections of our hearts.

[Page]I,What is faſting, which you ſay is an helpe of prayer?

B.It is aHeſt. 4.16. 2 Sam. 12.16, 17.20. voluntary andHeſt. 4.16. 2 Sam. 12.16, 17.20. gene­rall abſtinence from all meates and drinkes, as alſo from1 Kings 21.27.29. Dan. 10.3. Ionah 3.6, 7. all other com­forts and delights of life, for a conue­nient time, not preiudiciall toHoſe 6.6. Leuit. 23.32. 2 Sam. 1.12. & 3.35. health or nature; that thereby the1 Cor. 9.27. fleſh may bee ſubdued, ourIoel 2.12, 13. Ezra 8.21. Nehem. 9.1, 2. humiliation and vnfainedEſay 58.5, 6, &c. Ionah 3.8. repentance for ſinne teſti­fied and furthered, and our ſelues bet­ter fitted for1 Cor. 7.5. Luke 2.37. Act; 10.30. Ier. 36.9, 10. prayer, and the ſeruice of God.

I.Are Chriſtian bound to faſt?

B.As this exerciſe of faſting is aIoel. 2.12, 13. teſtification of, and a furtherance to humiliation and repentance for ſinne. Secondly, a1 Cor. 9.27. meanes to repreſ [...]e and mortifie our rebellious fleſh, and a1 Cor. 7.5. helpe to make vs more feruent and deuour in prayer, and other religious [Page] ſeruices of God; it is aIoel 2.12, &c. duty, when time and occaſion requires, of Chriſti­ans not to bee neglected: yea, it is vt­terly aEſa. 22.12, 13. fault, that the vſe thereof is no more frequent among vs, there be­ingAs Gods iudgements vpon vs, and hanging ouer our heads Our vnbridled Iuſts ſo much nee­ding mortifi­cation. The impious and helliſh crimes which euery where raigne, &c. ſo many occaſions, publike and priuate, that daily call and prouoke vs thereunto: Howbeit, in it ſelfe ſimply conſidered, without relation to theſe holy ends, for which it ought to bee obſerued, it is but a thingMat. 9.14, 15. Rom. 14.17, 18. indiffe­rent, and no part of diuine worſhip; much leſſe may it bee eſtéemedIoh. 19.28.30 Heb. 10.14. Luke 17.10. 1 Ioh. 2.1, 2. & 10.14. ſatiſ­factory for ſinne, or meritorious of temporall or eternall benefits, as the Papiſts moſt blaſphemouſly teach and affirme.

I.When is faſting eſpecially to bee vſed?

B.When we our1 Sam. 7.6. Nehem. 9.1, 2. ſelues, or1 Cor. 5.12. any that appertaine vnto, or liue among vs, haue diſhonoured God, and ſcan­dalized the Goſpell, by falling into a­ny notorious crime. Secondly, when we or they haue any fearefull iudge­ment of God, either already2 Sam. 12.16. Nehem. 1.4. lying vpon vs, or2 Chron. 20.2, 3. Heſt. 4.3.16. hanging ouer our heads. Thirdly, whenEzra 8.21.22 23. Mat. 17.21. Acts 13.2, 3. we deſire to obtaine [Page] ſome ſpeciall and ſingular benefit at the hands of God.

I.What are the kindes of faſting?

B.They are two; firſt priuate, when a man isDan. 10.2, 3. 2 Sam. 12.16.20 alone by himſelfe, or with thoſe of hisZach. 12.11.12, &c. Heſter 4.16. family, or ſome o­ther his eſpeciallIob 2.11.12, 13 friends or neigh­bours; for ſome of the premiſed cau­ſes, giues himſelfe to this exerciſe: the ſecond is publike, when by theEzra 8.21. 2 Chron. 20.3. Ioel 3.7. ap­pointment and proclamation of ſuch as are in authoritie, men publikely2 Chron. 20.4, 5. Ioel 1.13, 14. aſſemble together, thus to humble and afflict their ſoules in the ſight of God.

I.What patterne hath God preſcri­bed vs to frame our prayers by in Scrip­tures?

B.That moſt diuine and heauenly prayer,Mat. 6.9, &c. Luke 11.2, &c. which our Sauiour Chriſt in the dayes of his fleſh, taught his Apo­ſtles, and in them all Chriſtians, com­monly called the Lords prayer.

I.May wee vſe no other forme of prayer but that?

B.ForIohn 14.13. Mat. 26.41. and conferre Mat. 6.11. and Luke 11.3. alſo Mat. 6.12. and Luke 11.4. and you ſhall find a dif­ference for words, in their very recitall of this prayer. phraſes and words we may, as both theIacob, Gen. 32.11. Moſes. Pſal. 90. Ieho­ſhaphat, 2 Chro. 20.6, &c. Dauid, in the Pſalmes, the moſt wherof are prayers. The Apoſtles, Act. 4.24, &c. Act. 2 24, 25. faithfull recorded in Scripture, and ourMat. 26.39, &c. Iohn 12.27, 28. and Chap. 17. Sauiour Chriſt [Page] himſelfe hath done. But forMat. 6.9. Luke 11.2. matter and ſubſtance, we may not, but muſt euer conforme all our prayers there­unto: All things to bee prayed for, ei­ther concerning the glory of God, our owne, or others preſent or future good, being in a moſt exquiſite and ex­act order and breuitie, therein fully comprehended.


Of the Sacraments in generall.
I.YOu affirmed the Sacraments to be another meanes, appointed of God, for the confirmation and increaſing of our faith; let mee know of you there­fore, what a Sacrament is?

B.A Sacrament is a holy, outward, or viſibleGen. 17.10, 11 Rom. 4.11. ſigne andRom. 4.11. Mat. 26.28. ſeale,Gen. 17.10. Exod. 12.1, 2, 3, &c. 1 Cor. 11.23, &c. inſtitu­ted of God, to be ioyned to theMat. 28.19. Acts 20.7. prea­ching of his Word, to1 Pet. 3.21. 1 Cor. 11.26. declare andRom. 4.11. Mark. 16.15, 16 Acts 2.38. confirme, vnto eueryMarke 16.16. Acts 8.37. beléeuer, that for the onely merits of ChriſtActs 4.12. & 10.43. his Sonne, he beſtowes remiſſion of ſins, and life eternall, vpon themſelues in [Page] Iohn 20.28. Gal. 2.20. particular, as well as any other, by receiuing whereof, wee alſo promiſe, couenant and bind our ſelues, toActs 8.37. Mat. 28.19. be­léeue his promiſes in Chriſt, and to walke in all dutifullGen. 17.1, &c. Rom. 6.4, 5, 6. Mat. 3.11. obedience to his will, all the dayes of our liues.

I.VVhy are theſe ſignes called Sa­craments?

B.They had this name impoſed vpon them, by ancient worthy Di­uines, in regard of the ſemblance and agréement betwéene them and a Sa­crament; that is to ſay, a ſolemne oath, by which Souldiers bound themſelues to their Emperour or Ge­nerall.

I.Wherein doth this ſemblance or a­greement conſiſt?

B.In theſe particulars. Firſt, as Souldiers (by this forme of oath cal­led Sacrament) did addict, vow and binde themſelues, to ſerue and obey their Generall, and to fight couragi­giouſly and faithfully vnder his ban­ner, in defence of him and his Com­mon-wealth: So wee that are Chri­ſtians [Page] by the vſe of theſe holy myſte­ries, doe addict, vow and for euer bind our ſelues, as it were, by a ſolemne oath, in the preſence of God himſelfe, Men and Angels, to ſerue and obey him in all things, and like valiant Souldiers, manfully to fight vnder his Banner, againſt his and our ene­mies, the World, the Fleſh and the Diuell, vnto our liues end.
Secondly, as Souldiers at their taking of this oath, receiued their Emperours Cogniſance, that there­by they might declare themſelues to be, as it were, conſecrated to him and his onely ſeruice. In like manner we,Gen. 17.11. Mat. 28.19. when we publikely participate in theſe ſacred ordinances of God, the Sacra­ments, doe, as it were, put vpon vs, the Cogniſance and Armes of Chriſt our Lord, King and Emperour, decla­ring and profeſſing to the world there­by, that wee haue and doe conſecrate and dedicate our ſelues to him and his onely ſeruice for euer.

IWhat conditions are required to a true Sacrament?

B.Theſe ſix. Firſt, anMat. 3.11.13 16. externall vi­ſible ſigne.
[Page]Secondly, anMat. 26, 27, 28. Acts 2.38. internall inuiſible thing, ſignified thereby.
Thirdly, an aptAuguſt. If Sa­craments had not a ſimili­tude of the things whereof they are Sacra­ments, they ſhould bee no Sacraments at all. Hence it is, that the name of the thing ſignified is at­tribu [...]ed to the ſigne. Act. 22.1 [...] and Mat. 26.26.27. Ti [...]. 3.5 correſpondence and agreement betweene them both.
Fourthly, that their inſtitution be ofMat. 28.19. 1 Cor. 11.23. God, not of man.
Fiftly, that their vſe bee warranted by GodsGen. 17.9, 10, &c. Mat. 28.19. Commandement.
Sixtly, that there bee aMarke 16.16. 1 Cor. 10.16. & 11.24, 25. promiſe paſſed from God, concerning them, to aſcertaine vs, that the the things ſig­nified and repreſented, ſhall in our lawfull partaking of them, bee com­municated vnto vs: where all or but any one of theſe be wanting, there can be no true Sacrament.

I.Are the Sacraments neceſſary to ſaluation?

B.Neceſſary they are in reſpect of GodsMat 28.19. Luke 22.19. Acts 22 16. Commandement, who chargeth vs to receiue them: and as they areMat. 28.19. Rom. 4.11. meanes appointed of God for the confirmation and increaſe of our faith, which hath néede of allMat. 6.30. Mat. 9.24. helpes, to ſupport and ſtrengthen it. But ſimply and abſolutely neceſſary [Page] they areMarke 16.16 Luke 1.15. and 23.43. The children of Iſ­rael not Cir­cumciſed for forty yeeres ſpace in the Wilderneſſe, Ioſhua 5.2, 3, &c. not, ſo as that whoſoeuer partakes not of them, muſt of neceſſi­ty periſh: for not the want of the Sa­craments, when they cannot, but the prophane, wilfull and irreligiousGen. 17.14. Luke 7.20. contempt of them, when they may be enioyed, is that which is damnable in the ſight of God.

I.You doe not hold then, that grace is tyed to, included or ſhut vp in the Sa­craments, or that they of themſelues, by vertue of the worke done, conferre grace, remiſſion of ſinnes, regeneration, iuſtifi­cation, &c.

B.By no meanes: they haue no ſuch power or force in them.

I.Shew your reaſons.

B.Firſt, the Sacraments are one­lyGen. 17.11. Rom. 4.11. ſignes, ſeales, tokens and pledges, not cauſes, workers, conueying veſ­ſels, Pipes or Conduits, as it were, of grace.
Secondly, it is proper toMarke 1.8. Rom. 3.30. God a­lone, to conferre and beſtow theſe things.
Thirdly, the1 Cor. 3, 4, 5. Iames 1.18. preaching of the Word, conferres not grace of it ſelfe, neither can doe, and therefore nei­ther [Page] the Sacraments.
Fourthly, ſome haue receiued re­miſſion of ſinnes, béene iuſtified. &c.Rom. 4.11. Acts 10.47.48. before the vſe of the Sacraments; othersSo many baptized in their infancie. long after the vſe of them, o­thers thatLuke 23.43. So the Empe­rour Valentine. neuer were partakers of them. Alſo many haue béene parta­kers of the Sacraments, yet neuer at all of theIohn 17.12. Mat. 7.22. 1 Cor. 10.1, 2, 3. things ſignified thereby, but haue dyed in their ſinnes, and euerla­ſtingly periſhed.

I.When are the Sacraments vſed in an holy and lawfull manner?

B.When they are vſed according to theRom. 14.23. 1 Cor. 11.20.23 2 Chro. 35.6.13 inſtitution of Chriſt, by theActs 8.37, 38. Marke 16.16. Heb. 11.28. faithfull, for whom, and toMat. 3.6.11. Acts 2.38. thoſe ends for which they were ordained.

I.What are the ends for which God hath ordained Sacraments?

B.Firſt, that thereby our com­munion with Chriſt and all his bene­fits,Acts 2 38.41. Rom. 4.11. & 6. [...]. 1 Cor. 12, 13. Gal. 3.1.27. 1 Cor. 10.16. might be, as it were, in liuely pi­ctures moſt euidently declared, as alſo more and more ſcaled and ratified vn­to vs, and our faith in the through perſwaſion of theſe things, ſtrengthe­ned, and the more confirmed.
Secondly, to bee teſtimonies and [Page] Gen. 17.1.7, 8, 9. &c. Acts 7.8. Exod. 12, 13. pleadges of theExod. 19.5. Deut. 7 12. Ier. 31.32, 33, 34. Heb. 8, 9, 10, &c Exod. 24.3.7. couenant betwéen God and vs, of his binding himſelfe to become, and for euer remaine our God, and to giue vs remiſſion of all our ſinnes, his ſpirit of ſanctification, and eternall life, through his Sonne Ieſus Chriſt: and on the contrary, of our binding our ſelues to become and for euer remaine his people, toActs 8.37. Mat 28.19. be­léeue his promiſes, and to obey all his Commandements.
Thirdly,Gen. 34.14. Exod. 12 43 44 Epheſ. 2.11, 12. &c. to bee outward markes and characters of our Religion, to di­ſtinguiſh vs the true Church and peo­ple of God, from all other Sects, Pro­feſſions and Societies of men what­ſoeuer, which beléeue not in Ieſus Chriſt.
Fourthly,Epheſ. 4.3, 4, 5. 1 Cor. 10.17. & 12.12.13. to be bands and meanes of mutuall loue, concord and brother­ly amity, betwéene the faithfull.
Fiftly,Marke 1.4. Mar. 28.19. Acts 20 7. 1 Cor 11.18.20.23. to occaſion holy aſſemblies of Gods Children, and be a meanes of preſeruing and propagating the Go­ſpell and publike miniſtery thereof, to the worlds end.

I.Where ought the Sacraments to be adminiſtred?

[Page]B.1 Cor. 11.20.In the publike place of Gods worſhip, the people of God being there met together.

B.Who are to adminiſter them?

I.Mat. 28.19. Mark. 16.15, 16 Heb. 5.4.Onely ſuch as bee lawfully cal­led to be Miniſters of Gods Word.

I.How if a priuate perſon take vpon him to adminiſter the Sacraments?

B.Hee ſhall greatly incenſe the wrath of God againſt him, for preſu­ming to meddle with his holy things,2 Sam. 6, 7. 2 Chron. 26.16, 17. hauing no calling thereunto: and as for his action, it is wholly voide, the Sacraments adminiſtred by him, are no Sacraments, but meere nulli­ties.

I.How if the Miniſter which deli­uers the Sacrament, be a prophane, viti­ous, wicked man, a ſcandalous liuer, an hypocrite, &c. may the Sacraments ne­uertheleſſe be effectuall, and profitable to the receiuer?

B.Phil. 1.15, 16, 17, 18. Mat. 23.2, 3. Iohn. 3.5. 1 Cor. 4 4.6, 7.Yea doubtleſſe, no leſſe then if they were diſpenſed by one that is tru­ly religious, godly and faithfull, ſo that we for our parts, participate of them as we ought, and as God requireth; for the vertue and efficacie of the Sa­craments [Page] depends not vpon the holi­neſſe and worthineſſe of the Miniſter, but wholly and ſolely vpon the inſti­tution, promiſe and bleſſing of God, the author and ordayner of them.

I.Can any Miniſter giue the things ſignified by the Sacraments, as remiſſion of ſinnes, regeneration, &c?

B.No aſſuredly,Mat. 3.11. Luke 3 16. Deut. 30.6. 1 Cor. 3.6, 7. Iohn. 6.32. be he neuer ſo ho­ly, zealous or religious; of neuer ſo rare and ſingular gifts and graces of God; yet hee can onely conferre the outward ſignes and elements; and whoſoeuer receiueth any thing els, hee hath it not from the Miniſter, but im­mediately from God himſelfe.

I.Is it neceſſary, that the Word of God be alwayes preached, when the Sa­craments be adminiſtred?

B.It isMat. 28.19. Mark. 16.15, 16 very fit and méete, that preaching ſhould alwayes accompany the Sacraments, and greatly to bee wiſhed, that as our Sauiour Chriſt ioyned the Commandements of them both together, ſo that they might bee alwayes ioyned in their adminiſtrati­on, as wee alſo reade in ſacred Writ, bothMarke 1.4. Iohn the Baptiſt & the Apoſtles [Page] toActs 2.41.42 & 10.34, &c. and 20.7. haue done: Howbeit there is no ſuch abſolute neceſſitie thereof, as that the Sacraments being adminiſtred without preaching, ſhould become ei­ther no Sacraments at all, or not effe­ctuall and auaileable to the worthy partakers of them.

I.How many bee the Sacraments of the New Teſtament?

I.Two only, and no more; name­ly,Mat. 28.19. Baptiſme, which ſuccéededCol. 2.11, 12 Cir­cumciſion; and theMat. 26.26 1 Cor. 11.25. Lords Supper, which came in place of the Paſſeouer.Mat. 26.26 1 Cor. 11.25.


Of Baptiſme, the firſt Sacrament of the New Teſtament.
I.VVHat is Baptiſme?

B.It is theTherefore adminiſtred immediately after conuerſi­on Iohn 4.1. Acts 2.41. & 16 14, 15.3 firſt Sa­crament of the New Teſtament, or­dained by ourMat. 28.19. Marke 16.16. Sauiour Chriſt, wher­in by the outwardMarke 1.5.9, 10. Iohn 3.23. dipping,Heb. 10.22. 1 Pet. 1, 2. ſprink­ling orActs 22.16. Epheſ. 5.26. waſhing withMat. 3.6.11. Acts 10.47. water, in theMat. 28.19. name of the Father, Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, is ſignified and ſealed to the parties baptized,Marke 1.4. Acts 2.38. remiſſion of all their ſinnes, by theEpheſ. 1.7. Col. 1.14. bloud of Chrſt;Mat. 3.11. Iohn 3.5. Epheſ. 5.26. ſanctification by his1 Cor. 6.11. Iohn 3.5, 6.8. Spirit; their [Page] Rom. 6.3. Gal. 3.26, 27. into Vnion and Communion with him and all hisMarke 16.16. 1 Pet. 3.21. benefits, theirHence men immediately baptized, as ſoone as conuerted, &c. Mat 28.19. Acts 8.12.36, &c. ad­miſſion into the Church, grace, fa­uour and fellowſhip of God; and on the contrary, they that are baptized, doe promiſe, proteſt, vow and binde themſelues, toMarke 16.16. Acts. 19.4. beleeue in God, feareMat. 28.19. & 3.11. Rom 6.3, 4. Hence ſo frequently called, the Baptiſme of Repentance. honor, worſhip, ſerue and obey him in all things, as their onely Lord; re­nouncing all vngodlineſſe, and all wordly luſts; and liuing ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world.

I.What is the outward ſigne in Bap­tiſme?

B.The Element ofActs 11.16. Water, to­gether with the action ofHeb. 10.22. ſprinckling,Iohn. 3.23. dipping or waſhing the body there­with.Tit 3.5.

I.May not Baptiſme bee admini­ſtred with ſome other Element, as well as with Water?

B.No, in no caſe; becauſe this is directly contrary to theIohn 1.33. inſtitution [Page] of Chriſt, and practice ofMat. 3.11. Iohn the Baptiſt, theAct. 8.36, &c. and 10.47. Apoſtles and Primitiue Church, and withLeuit. 10.1, 2 Nadab and Abihu, to offer ſtrange fire vnto the Lord, ſuch as hee neuer commanded; which can­not bee but a fearefull prouocation of his wrath, and excéeding dangerous to whomſoeuer ſhall preſume ſo to doe.

I.What manner of Water is to bee vſed?

B.None other but pure, ſimple, na­turall and ordinary;Mat. 3.13. Iohn. 3.23. Heb. 10.22. not waters com­pounded, mixt or artificiall, either with addition of any other Element whatſoeuer.

I.What is the thing ſignified in this Sacrament?

B.TheHeb. 9.14. 1 Iohn. 1.7. bloud andMar. 3.11. Luke 3.16. Spirit of Chriſt, together with our1 Cor. 6.11. Mar. 1 4. iuſtification,Iohn 3.5. re­generation or ſanctification, and com­munionRom. 6.3. Gal. 3.26, 27. with him and his merits through the ſame.

I.What is the correſpondence or a­greement between the water and ſprink­ling, or waſhing therewith, and the Bloud and Spirit of Chriſt our Sauiour?

B.That euen as the filth and vn­cleanneſſe [Page] of ourMarke 7.4. bodies,Nehem. 4.23 clothes, &c. is purged and waſhed away with the Element of Water: ſo the filth and vncleanneſſe of our ſoules through ſinne, is purged and waſhed away, by the bloud, (that is to ſay, theRom 4.25. & 5.8, 9, 10. merit of his death and ſufferings) and by the Spirit of Chriſt our Sauiour; the one fréeing vs from theReuel. 1.5. guilt andRom. 8.1. 1 Iohn 5.24. condemnation of ſinne, the other from theRom 6.11.12.22. Tit. 3.5. dominion and reigning power thereof, cauſing vs to dye vnto ſinne, and liue vnto righteouſneſſe.

I.Doth the outward, viſible wa­ſhing of the body with Water, and the inward inuiſible waſhing of the ſoule with the bloud and Spirit of Chriſt, al­wayes goe together?

B.Rom. 2.28, 29 Acts 8.13, &c.No. No ReprobateIoh. 13.10, 11 & 14.17. is euer partaker of the inward waſhing, though he be  [...]the outward; but one­ly the2 Theſ. 2.13. 1 Pet. 1.2. Elect, and they not alwayes at the very inſtant of their baptiſme, but ſome of themRom. 4 11. Acts 2.41. before, ſomeAs many In­fants, ſo Paul long after Cir­cumciſion. Phil. 3.5. Acts 9.4, 5, &c. af­ter, according as it pleaſeth God, be­fore or after, to worke in their hearts the grace ofGal. 3.26, 27. Acts 15.9. & 10, 43. faith, and thereby to in­corporate them into his Sonne Ieſus Chriſt.

[Page]I.Doth Baptiſme, being duely ad­miniſtred and receiued of the faithfull, purge them from all their ſinnes?

B.1 Cor. 6.9.10, 11. Ezek. 36.25. Acts 22.16. 1 Iohn 1.7. And hence the Scripture (which is wor­thy our obſer­uation) doth apply the ſaluation wee haue (through faith) in Baptiſme, to all times of our liues, both paſt, preſent and to come, to the time paſt,  [...] hath ſaued vs, Tit. 3.5. pre­ſent,  [...] doth ſaue vs, 1 Pet. 3.21. the time to come  [...] ſhall be ſaued, Marke 16.16.Yes, both from originall and all their actuall ſinnes, flowing from the ſame, whether paſt, preſent or to come; whenſoeuer, howſoeuer or wherſoeuer committed; that is to ſay, it ſeales and aſſures the frée and full remiſſion of them all, to euery beléeuer.

I.But is originall ſinne vtterly taken away and aboliſhed in Baptiſme?

B.As touching theActs 3.38. 1 Iohn 1.7. guilt andRom. 8.1. Iohn 3.36. pu­niſhment, it is aboliſhed in euery re­generate perſon, as alſo in reſpect of the dominion of it, for it neither doth, nor canRom. 6.6.11.14. 1 Iohn 3.8, 9. reigne in them any more. But touching the vice, matter, conta­gion, and corruption thereof, itRom 7.13, 14, 15, &c. 23, 24, 25. Gal. 5.17. re­maines in them euen after Baptiſme, yea, till death, though2 Cor. 4.16. daily mortifi­ed more and more; and is truly and properlyRom 7.17, 18.20 23. Heb. 12.1. ſinne, and in it ſelfe worthy [Page] of eternallRom. 6.23. & 7.23, 24 &c. Gal. 3.10. damnation; but that it is fréelyActs 10.43. Rom. 7.24, 25, &c. remitted, together with all their actuall tranſgreſſions, the curſed fruits of the ſame, through Ieſus Chriſt.

I.What are the ends of Baptiſme?

B.To ſignifie, ſeale and aſſure vnto vs, our bleſſedRom. 6.3. 1 Cor. 12, 13. 1 Iohn 1.3. vnion and com­munion with Chriſt, and through him, with the whole Trinity; ourMat. 28.19. Iohn. 4.1. ad­miſſion into the couenant, fauour and Church of God,Acts 2.38. remiſſion of all our ſinnes, x regeneration, andMarke 16 16 Tit. 3.5. eternall life.
Secondly, to admoniſh vs of, and prouoke vs vntoRom. 6.3, 4, &c. Marke 16.16 Acts 8.37. faith,Ro. 6.1, 2, &c. Mat. 3.11. Col. 2.12. repentance, new obedience, and holineſſe of life, whereunto, by the vſe of this Sacra­ment, wee ſolemnely oblige and binde our ſelues.
Thirdly,Iohn. 4.1. Gen. 17.14. Mat. 28.19. to bee a badge of our Reli­gion, and (as it were) a publike note to diſtinguiſh vs from Turks, Iewes, Pagans, Infidels, and all ſuch as call not vpon, nor worſhip God according to his Word.
Fourthly to bee a meanes of pub­likeMat. 28.19. Marke 1.4. méetings in the Church, as alſo [Page] of vnfained1 Cor. 12, 13. Epheſ. 4.3, 4, 5. loue and charitie among Chriſtians, who by Baptiſme are all knit together into one body; and made members one of another.

I.Who are to haue the Sacraments of Baptiſme adminiſtred vnto them?

B.Firſt,Marke 16.15 16. Acts 2. [...]8.41. & 10.47, 48. men and women of yéeres, which are inſtructed in the Principles of Chriſtian Religion, and make profeſſion of their faith, and vn­fained repentance for their ſinnes.
Secondly, infants of1 Cor. 7.14. one or both beléeuing and baptized parents.

I.How prooue you that Infants as well as men of yeeres ought to bee bap­tized?

B.Gen. 17.7. 1 Cor. 7.14.Firſt, becauſe they are within the couenant of grace.
Secondly, Circumciſion in whoſeCol. 2.11, 12. place Baptiſme is ſuccéeded, and is i [...] ſubſtance, effect, ends and ſignifica­tion, one  [...] the ſame with it, was adminiſt [...]s vntoGen. 17.1 [...]. Leuit. 12.3. Infants in the old Te [...]nt, and that by the expreſſe  [...]mmandement of God.
Mat. 28.19.Thirdly, God enioynes the bapti­zing of all Na [...]ns i [...] generall, with­out  [...]xception of ſexe or age.
[Page]Fourthly,Acts 16.14.1 [...].33. 1 Cor. 1.16. Acts 18.8. the Apoſtles baptized whole families and houſholds, in which who can or dare ſay there were no infants?
Fiftly, the promiſes of grace,Acts 2.39. Luke 1.14, 15. Mat. 19.14. & 18.2, 3, &c. re­miſſion of ſinnes, ſanctification and eternall life, belongs to them.
Sixtly, becauſe our Sauiour Chriſt in the dayes of his fleſh,Mat. 19.13, 14. Luke 18.15, 16. commanded little children to be brought vnto him, moſt graciouſly entertained them be­ing brought, and openly profeſſed, that the Kingdome of Heauen belonged euen to them in particular.

I.What fruit or profit can there bee of Baptizing children, which are deſti­tute of knowledge and vnderſtanding, and haue not the vſe of reaſon?

B.Firſt, it is exceeding and mar­uailous comfort to all beleeuing pa­rents,Gen. 17, 18. Acts 2.39. who thereby haue it confirmed and ratified (as it were) vnder the broade ſeale of heauen, that God loues not them alone, but their children al­ſo; and that he will be the God, not of themſelues onely, but of their ſéede and poſterity, to protect, ſuccor, guide, bleſſe, ſanctifie and ſaue them, euen [Page] to a thouſand Generations.
Secondly, the Infant hath an vn­ſpeakable bleſſing conferred vpon it, in that ſo ſoone as hee enters into the world, hee is made partaker of Chriſt, his ſauing graces and benefits, recei­ued into the loue, fauour, couenant, fellowſhip, family and Church of God, and is inſtated (as it were) into the Kingdome of Heauen. The conſide­ration whereof, when hee comes to yéeres of diſcretion, will be a moſt ef­fectuall motiue, to make him loue, feare, honor, worſhip and ſerue, with all willing and carefull obedience, that God, who from his Mothers wombe, hath done ſuch great things for him.
Gen. 17.7. Acts 2.39.Thirdly, hereby God promotes his owne glory, in approouing himſelfe true of his Word and Promiſe, of ſhewing mercy to the faithfull and their ſéede.

I.When are infants to be baptized?

B.Ac [...]s 22.16.The Scripture hath not ex­preſſely preſcribed or limited vs vnto any certaine time or day: notwith­ſtanding: it is the duty of all Chri­ſtian Parents, to offer and pre­ſent [Page] their children to be baptized, with all conuenient ſpéede they may.

I.Why ſo?

B.Becauſe in ſo doing,Gen. 17.23.24. they ſhall teſtifie their reuerent eſtéeme of the Lords Sacrament, and their ready willingneſſe to performe obedience to his Ordinances.
Secondly, they ſhall thereby declare their loving affection to their children, and their deſire to haue them parta­kers of Chriſt,Rom. 4.11. & 6.3. Mark. 16.15, 16 of his ſpirituall bleſ­ſings, and heires with themſelues of euerlaſting life; which things are ſea­led and aſſured by the holy vſe of this Sacrament.
Thirdly, becauſe the ApoſtlesActs 2.38.41. & 8.12.36, 37. &c. and 10.47, 48. in­ſtantly without any delay, baptized ſuch as gaue any probable euidences of their belonging to the Couenant, Church and Kingdome of God; which we are to repute allGen. 17.7.12. 1 Cor. 7.14. Mark. 13, 14, 15 Infants of belée­uing Parents to doe, euen from the firſt minute of their births.
Fourthly,Ier. 48.10. God denounceth a curſe againſt all thoſe that doe his worke negligently.
Fiftly,Exod. 4.24, 25, 26. God was highly diſpleaſed [Page] with Moſes, and like to kill him, be­cauſe hee delayed to circumciſe his Sonne.
Sixtly, the Iſraelites ſo ſoone as poſſibly they might, in reſpect ofBy the Cere­moniall Law, euery woman was vncleane ſeuen dayes af­ter her deliue­ry of a Man­childe, and for that ſpace, the childe alſo was accounted as vncleane; and therefore during that time, was not meete to be partaker of the holy Sacrament of Circumciſi­on, Leuit. 12.1, 2,  [...]. Now, ſo ſoone as theſe dayes were expired, euen the v [...]y next, the eight day, the children were circumci­ſed, Gen. 17. [...]2 & 21.4. Luke. 1.59. ce­remoniall vncleanneſſe, and their weakeneſſe to endure theGen. 35.24, 25, 26. Ioſh. 5.8. Exod. 4.25, 26. Parents and Elders, in whoſe power Infants are, ought with their greateſt care prouide, that they depart not this life with­out Baptiſme; which if they doe not, they moſt grieuouſly ſin, and ſhall be puniſhed for it, for that they haue contemned the Sacrament [...] inſtituted by God. The ſooner godly Parents doe offer vp their children to bee baptized, the better they doe, that (if it be poſſible) they may not be depriued of this benefit. bitter paines of Circumciſion, without de­ferring it ſo much as a day, did circum­ciſe their children, and were ſtraitly commanded of God ſo to doe.

I.What time doe you thinke is to be held moſt fit and conuenient for the bap­tizing of children?

B.Mat. 20.7.Either the next publike méeting of the Church, if any be in the weeke, [Page] or the next enſuing Sabboth after the birth of the childe, which, vnleſſe vpon ſome very vrgent occaſion, would by no meanes bee pretermitted.

I.How often are men to bee bap­tized?

B.No more but once onely.Epheſ. 4, 5.

I.What are your reaſons?

B.Becauſe GodMat. 28.19. commandes the receiuing of this Sacrament, but once. 2. TheActs 2.41. & 8.12, 13.38. Apoſtles baptized none more then once. 3. The Iewes wereGen. 17.10, 11, 12. Leuit 12.3. cir­cumciſed but onely once. 4. The effica­cy of baptiſme once receiued extends it ſelfe toRom. 6.2, 3. Gal. 3.27. all the ſinnes and the whole life of euery beléeuer. 5. Wee are but once1 Cor. 12.13. planted into Chriſt, onceTit. 3.5. new borne, once1 Cor. 6.11. Acts 23.8. iuſtified, onceMat. 28.19. Gen. 17.11. Acts 10.48. Rom. 11.29. adopted, onceMat. 28.19. Gen. 17.11. Acts 10.48. Rom. 11.29. admitted into the couenant, loue, Church, Communion and fel­lowſhip of God; of all and euery which, Baptiſme is a pleadge and ſeale.

I.How is Baptiſme to bee admi­niſtred?

B.In the Name of the Father,Mat. 28.19. Acts 19.2, 3. Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, as our Sa­uiour Chriſt commanded; and other [Page] forme then this, ought not to be vſed.

I.What is it to be baptized in, or in­to the Name of the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt?

B.ByAs God, ſo ſoone as Chriſt was baptized, did proclaime him to bee his Sonne, Mat. 3. 17. So by bap­tiſme hee doth (as it were) publiſh and proclaime vs to bee his Chil­dren. That this is the true ſence and meaning of theſe words appea [...]es by 1 Cor. 1.12, 13, 14, 15. Gen. 48.16. Deut. 28.10. 2 Chron. 7.14. 1 K ngs 8.43. Ierem. 25.29. Eſay 4.1. Hence it is, that wee haue names giuen vs at our baptiſme: as the Iewes had when they were circumciſed, Luke 1.59, &c. and 2.21. that ſo often as we heare our ſelues called thereby, wee may be admoniſhed and put in minde of theſe things. this forme of ſpéech is ſignified, that the party baptized is receiued into the fauour, couenant, fa­mily and communion of God, the Fa­ther, Sonne, and Holy Ghoſt, one in Eſſence, and three in Perſons; and that hee is dedicated vnto God, and bound (as it were) by a ſolemne oath, to beleeue, loue, worſhip, honor, obey and ſerue him, as his onely God and Lord, according to his Word, in ho­lineſſe and righteouſneſſe, all the dayes of his life.

I.What is the difference betweene Baptiſme and the Lord Supper?

B.Baptiſme is a ſeale, &c. of our in­grafting into Chriſt, of our regenera­tion, iuſtification, adoption to bee the ſonnes of God, and of our entrance [Page] into the couenant, fauour, fellowſhip, and Church of God.
The Supper of the Lord is the Sa­crament of our vpholding,1 Cor. 10.3, 4.16. & 11.24, 25, 26. continu­ance, preſeruation and nouriſhment, &c. in this bleſſed eſtate; and of our growth and increaſe in grace, vntill wee be tranſlated into the full fruition of our heauenly inheritance.


Of the Lords Supper, the ſecond Sa­crament of the New Teſtament.
I.HOw may the Supper of the Lord be defined?

B.Thus: It is theMat. 26.28. Marke 14.24. ſecond Sa­crament of the New Teſtament, or­dained by ourMat. 26.26. Marke 14.22. Sauiour Chriſt, in theMat. 26.45, 46, &c. Luke 22.47.48, &c. night in which hee was betrayed, wherein, byMat. 26.4 26. 1 Cor. 11.24. taking andMat. 26.26. eating the BreadActs 20.7. broken, andMat. 26, 27. 1 Cor. 11.25, 26 &c. drinking theMat. 26, 27. 1 Cor. 11.25, 26 &c. Wine powred out into the Cup, is ſignified and ſealed to eueryIohn 6.35.40 47.51. 1 Cor. 11.27. faithfull and worthy receiuer, his1 Cor. 10.16, 17. & 12.13. communi­on with Chriſt and all his benefits, and that his BodyLuke 22.19. 1 Cor. 11.24. was crucified, and hisM [...]t. 26.28. Bloud ſhed, for his ſinnes vpon the Croſſe; and that their ſoules, by [Page] the ſame his Body crucified, and his Bloud ſhed, areIohn 6.47.51. &c. ſuſtained, preſerued, and nouriſhed vp vnto eternall life, no leſſe ſurely and effectually, then their Bodies by the vſe ofPſ. 104.15. Zach. 10.7. 1 Tim. 5.23. Bread andPſ. 104.15. Zach. 10.7. 1 Tim. 5.23. wine, are nouriſhed, &c. in this preſent, naturall and temporarie life we now enioy.

I.Why is this Sacrament called a Supper?

B.Luke 22.20.Firſt in reſpect of the time when it was inſtituted, and firſt celebrated, which was about ſupper time.
Secondly, of the thing it ſelfe, becauſe it is a holy ſpirituallMat. 26.26, 27, &c. 1 Cor. 10.16. Supper, Ban­quet or Feaſt, whereby the ſoule of e­uery true beleeuer, in a ſpirituall man­ner, is fed and refreſhed with the Bo­dy and Bloud of Chriſt, to euerla­ſting life.

I.Why is it called the Supper of the Lord, or the Lords Supper?

B.Firſt, in reſpect of the1 Cor. 11.23. author or ordainer of it, who is ourRom. 14.8, 9. Lord.
Secondly, of the end, becauſe it is celebrated in1 Cor. 11.24, 25. remembrance of him, his death and paſſion.
Thirdly, it may alſo not vnfitly bée [Page] ſo called, in reſpect of the time when it hath been, and yet is accuſtomed to be adminiſtred; namely, for the moſt part, on theActs 20.7. Lords day or Sabboth.
Fourthly, as alſo of the foode we par­take of in it, which is the Fleſh and Bloud of our1 Cor. 11.24, 25. Iohn 6.54.56. Lord Ieſus Chriſt.

I.What are the outward viſible ſignes in this Sacrament?

B.Bread and Wine,Mat. 26.26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11.24.25 as alſo all the rites and actions about them, both in Miniſters and Communicants, as breaking, giuing receiuing, &c.

I.What are the things ſignified by theſe ſignes?

B.TheMat. 26.26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11.24, 25 Body of Chriſt crucified, and his Bloud ſhed, with hisIohn 6.27.51 52. giuing, and our receiuing, or ſpirituallIohn 6.53, 54 &c. ea­ting and drinking the ſame, through [...]ohn 6.29.35 40.47.51. faith, that is to ſay, our1 Cor. 10.16. & 1.24, 25. vnion with him, euen his whole1 Cor. 1.9. Iohn. 6.56. perſon, God and man, and our communion with all his merits, gifts and benefits [...]ohn 6.53. & 15.5. 1 Cor. 1.30. flowing from the ſame.

I.What is the correſpondence or a­greement betweene theſe ſignes and things ſignified?

B.It is this: As theP [...]al. 104.15. Bread [Page] and Wine which wee eate and drinke, doe nouriſh, confirme, and preſerue our bodies in this naturall life; ſo the Body and Bloud of Chriſt crucified (that is to ſay, the merit of hisRom. 5.9.10. He. 9.15.27, 28. death and paſſion) applyed vnto vs by the hand ofIohn 6.47.54 faith, doe as certainely and effectuallyIohn 6.51.53 54 56, &c. nouriſh, and preſerue our ſoules vnto that eternall life which is to come.

I.Why did our Sauiour Chriſt, of all other things in the world, ſelect and conſecrate Bread and Wine, to bee the Symboles and repreſentations of his Bo­dy and Bloud?

B.In regard of the excellent ana­logie and likeneſſe, that is betwéene the one and the other, in their ſeuerall properties and effects.

I.Wherein ſtandeth the analogie and likeneſſe betweene the Bread, and Body of Chriſt?

I.In theſe particulars, all worthy obſeruation. Firſt, as Bread byGen. 18.6. Leuit. 26.26. Eſay 28.28. wa­ter and fire, as alſo with many preſ­ſings and breakings, is prepared to be corporall foode for vs: So the Body of Chriſt, by the water and fire (as it [Page] were) ofEſay 53.3, 4, 5, 6, &c. Mat. 26.37, 38.39.42.44. & 27.46. 1 Cor. 11.24. broken for you. afflictions, with many preſ­ſures, miſeries and bitter torments, was prepared to bee ſpirituall foode for vs.
Secondly, as bread dothGen. 42 2. & 43.8. Iudges 8.5. nouriſh, ſuſtaine,Gen. 18.5. Pſal. 1 [...]4.15. ſtrengthen the body,Eſay 58.7. Pro. 27.2 [...]. ex­pell hunger,Pro. 27.7. Luke 15.15, 16. delight and benefit thoſe which are hungry, but none whoſe ſto­macks are alreadyPro. 27.7. Luke 15.15, 16. full: So the Bo­dy of Chriſt dothIohn 6.51, 52. &c. nouriſh, ſuſtaine and ſtrengthen the ſoule, aſſwage the hunger thereof, delight and benefit ſuch as1 Iohn 6.35. Luke 1.53. hunger after grace and righ­teouſneſſe; but nothing at all any PhariſaicallMat. 9.1 [...]. Luke 18.9, 1 [...], 11, &c. Iuſticiaries, which are filled and puffed vp with preſumptu­ous conceits of their owne righteouſ­neſſe, and féele no neede of theRom. 3.22. righte­ouſneſſe of God, which is by faith in Ieſus Chriſt.
Thirdly, as bread is theHence ſo of­ten in Scrip­ture bread is put for al other meates, &c. as Gen. 39.6. & 43 31, 37. and in many other places, ſee Ec­cleſ. 29.21. chiefe and principall of all nouriſhments appoin­ted for man, and ſo neceſſary, as that without it, all other would beGen. 27.17. 2 Sam. 6.19. vnfit, vnſufficient and vncomfortable: So theIohn 6.27, 28 29. Phil. 3.7, 8. merit of Chriſts Body, it is theIohn 6.27, 28 29. Phil. 3.7, 8. chiefe and principall of all things which wee ought to ſéeke after in this [Page] life, and ſo neceſſary for vs, as that without itMat. 16.26. Phil. 3.7, 8, 9. Luke 2.25.29, &c. all other things whatſoe­uer,  [...]e vnfit and vnſufficient, to yéeld vs any true, ſound, ſo [...]e comfort or benefit, or to bring vs vnto c eter­nall life.
Fourthly, as bread is the moſtMat. 6.11. common and ord [...] o [...] meates, enioyed of poore,Iohn 3.16. Acts 4.12. as well as rich; ofLuke 11.3. 2 Sam. 9 7. daily and continuall vſe with all, yet not wearying, not cloying any, but is ſauory and welcome ſtill to euery healthy palate, when other things though ofN [...]m. 11.6. ſwéeteſt reliſh, pleaſe not long, but ſoone bréede lothing: Euen ſo the body of Chriſt and merit there­of, is a commonMat. 11.28. Iohn 3.14, 15, 16. & 7.37. Iames 2.5. ſpirituall meate, to all ſorts and conditions of men that beléeue, without exception, to the poo­reſt Dungeon-Captiue, as the migh­tieſt Sceptred-Monarch on the earth, and isEpheſ. 3.17. daily and continually fed vp­pon, by all that haue faith, yet not wearying or cloying any, but remay­ning alwayesIo [...]n 6.34. moſt ſwéet, pleaſant, and delightſome to euery faithfull ſoule: yea, is euer the moreMarke 9.24. Luke 17.5. Cant. 2, 3, 4, 5. eager­ly hungred after, and deſired; the more [Page] often and frequently it is taſted and eaten.
Fiftly, as bread parted and broken among many perſons, is a teſtimonie ofPſal. 41.9. 2 Sam. 9 7. loue and vnitie among them: So the Body of Chriſt, broken with moſt grieuousEſay 53.3, 4, 5, 6, &c. 1. Cor. 11.24. torments and ſacrificed for many vpon the Croſſe, is a moſt illuſtrious teſtimonie of ChriſtsIohn 3.16. & 15 13. in­finite loue to vs, and of the1 Cor. 10.16, 17. loue, v­nitie and concord wherewith our hearts and ſoules ought to bee glued one to another.
Laſtly, as one Leaſe of bread,1 Cor. 10.16.17. & 12.27. is made of many graines of Corne: ſo of vs (which are many) partaking of one bread, is made one Body of Chriſt.

I.In what things conſiſts the Analo­gie and likeneſſe betweene the Wine and Chriſts Bloud.

B.In theſe ſpecialties. 1. As Wine quenches thePro. 9.5. Dan. 1.5. th [...]ſt, quickens the o ſpirits,Zach. 10.7. cheeres ſhe heart, and beau­tifies thePſal. 104.15. face: ſo the Bloud of Chriſt quenches ourIohn 6.35.54 55. & 4.14. & 7.37. Epheſ. 1.7. thirſt after righteouſ­neſſe and remiſſion of ſinnes, itActs 2.46. & 16.34. 1 Pet. 1.8. Epheſ. 2.13, &c. glads our fainting hearts, and reuiues our drooping ſpirits, with the ioyous aſſu­rance [Page] of our reconciliation with God,Heb. 10.12. & 13.12. Epheſ. 5.25, 26, 27. beautifies and adornes our deformed ſoules, with the glorious robe of his owne innocencie, and makes vs gra­tious, louely and infinitely amyable, without ſpot or wrinckle or any ſuch thing, in the ſight of God his hea­uenly Father.
Secondly, as WineLuke 10.34. purgeth the body of corrupt and noyſome hu­mours, alſo warmes and makes it more apt and actiue for any imploy­ment: So theHeb. 9.1 [...], 14. Bloud of Chriſt pur­geth our ſoules from all our ſinnes, and warmes, yea, inflames vs with theReue [...]. 12.11. 1 Iohn 1.7. loue of God, and zeale of his glo­ry; and makes vs more ready, actiue and nimble to allTit 2 [...].14. Heb. 9.14. good workes, and with Dauid, to runne the wayes of Gods Commandements.
Thirdly, as Wine moderately drunke,Pro. 31.6, 7. expels feare, makes bold, couragious and eloquent: So the Bloud of Chriſt, drunke by faith, ex­pels the feare ofMat. 10.28. Act. 5.28, 29, &c. Tyrants and blou­dy Perſecutors, ofLuke 1.74. Heb. 2.14. Satan,Luke 2.29. Acts 21.13. Death,Heb. 2.14, 15. Rom. 8.1.15. Hell and damnation, and makes vsIohn 1.29.30.31, &c. Acts 2.22, 23, &c. and 3.13, 14, &c. and 4.8, 9. &c. to 14. bold, eloquent and couragious, to [Page] confeſſe his faith and name, euen be­fore Kings, and in the midſt of moſt exquiſite torments.
Fourthly,1 Cor. 12.12, 13 27. Rom. 12, 4, 5. as Wine is made of many ſeueral Grapes, preſt and compoun­ded together: So the faithfull, which are many ſeuerall diſtinct perſons, are made one with Chriſt, and one toge­ther among themſelues.

I.Why would Chriſt haue two ſignes vſed in this Sacrament? to wit, both Bread and Wine, and not one of them alone?

B.To certifie and aſſure vs,Ioh. 6.35.54, 55 Acts 4.12. Heb. 7.25. that hee is the compleate and perfect nou­riſhment of our ſoules, and that what­ſoeuer is néedfull to ſaluation, is to be found in him; euen as our perfect bo­dily nouriſhment conſiſts of meate and drinke.

I.Are theſe ſignes, the Bread and the Wine to bee giuen and receiued, each of them apart by themſelues, or both toge­ther, mixt one with another, or the Bread dipped in the Wine?

B.They are diſtinctly and ſeue­rally, and not otherwiſe to bee ad­miniſtred.

[Page]I.Why?

B.BecauſeMat. 26.26, 27. Luke 22.17, 18. Chriſt and his1 Cor. 11.23, 24, 25, 26. Apo­ſtles ſo adminiſtred them; becauſe this dothIohn 19.34. more liuely repreſent and ſha­dow forth the cruell, violent, and bloudy death and paſſion of our Sa­uiour Ieſus Chriſt, in which his blood was ſeparated from his body; which is a ſpeciall end for which this Sacra­ment was ordayned.

I.What difference is there betweene the Bread and Wine in this Sacrament, and the Bread and Wine commonly vſed in our priuate houſes?

B.In nature, ſubſtance or eſſence none at all, but onely in vſe, office, end and application;1 Cor. 10.16. & 11.24, 25. the one, ſeruing for the refreſhing, comfort and nouriſh­ment of our bodies; the other (to wit, the Bread and Wine in the Sacra­ment) being conſecrated and ſet apart, to be ſacred ſignes, pleadges and diſeaſes of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, and of the ſpirituall refection, comfort and nou [...]iſhment of our ſoules thereby, vnto eternall life.
As Wax being ſealed, differs from it ſelfe before ſealing, and from other [Page] Waxe, &c. and as Gold or Siluer coy­ned, from that which is not ſtamped with the Kings Image: So differs Bread and Wine in this Sacrament, from other Bread and Wine not ap­plyed to this ſacred vſe.

I.How are the Elements of Bread and Wine ſanctified or conſecrated to this diuine and holy vſe; namely, to bee the Signes, Symboles, &c. of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt?

I.By rehearſing and declaring the Inſtitution and Promiſe of Chriſt;Mat. 26.26.27, &c. 1 Cor. 10.16.11 23, &c. 1 Tim. 4 4, 5. as alſo by the prayers, thankeſgiuing and whole action of the Miniſter and Communicants, according to our Sa­uiours Inſtitution.

I.How long doth the Bread and Wine continue to bee the ſignes of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt?

B.Onely during the time of the celebration and adminiſtration of this Sacrament, and no longer,1 Cor. 11.24, 25.26. but as ſoone as that is finiſhed, they become common Bread, and common Wine as other ordinary Bread and Wine are, and as themſelues were, before their conſecration.

[Page]I.Are the Body and Bloud of Chriſt locally, ſubſtantially, corporally or bodi­ly preſent in the Sacrament?

B.No. His Body and Bloud are truly and really preſent with the ſignes thereof,1 Cor. 11.24, 25 to wit, the Bread and the Wine by Sacramentall Relation, as words ſpoken, and the things ſig­nified by them, are preſent together: as alſo to the Receiuers or Communi­cants ſpirituallyEpheſ. 3.17. by faith, and ſo are eaten and drunken of euery beléeuer: but other preſence, eating or drinking then this, there is none to bee held or beléeued.

IWhat reaſons can you giue againſt the bodily preſence of Chriſt in the Sa­crament?

B.Firſt, were hee corporally and carnally preſent in the Sacrament, then his Body muſt of neceſſitie be in many ſeuerall places at one and the ſame inſtant, which is directly contra­ry to the nature of a true humane body, ſuch as Chriſt aſſumed,Iohn 11.15.21 retay­ned, and ſo ſhall doe for euer; euen a body inH [...]b. 2.14. & 4.15. all things like vnto ours; ſinne onely excepted.
[Page]Secondly, this carnall preſence of Chriſt, deſtroyes the end for which this Sacrament was ordained of him,1 Cor. 11.24, 25,  [...]6. Luke 22.19. which was to kéepe him, his death and paſſion in continuall remembrance a­mong vs, vntill his comming againe. Now this is altogether vaine and néedleſſe, if he be here in body preſent with vs; for helpes of remembrance are not of preſent, but things abſent onely.
Thirdly,Iohn 6.63. becauſe our Sauiour Chriſt in plaine termes, affirmes his corporall preſence and fleſhly ea­ting of him, to be wholly vnprofitable, and to auaile vs nothing at all to ſal­uation.
Fourthly, nothing is more certaine then that the Body of Chriſt is in Heauen,Epheſ. 1.20. and there muſt be till the day of Iudgement.
Fiftly, the faithfull in the Sacra­ments of the Old Teſtament, did eate the ſame ſpirituall meate,1 Cor. 10.1, 2.3, 4. and drinke the ſame ſpirituall drinke, that we doe in the Sacrament of the New: But they could not eate the body of Chriſt, nor drinke his Bloud, otherwiſe then [Page] by faith, for they were not then in the world, ergo, &c.

I.You doe not hold then, that by vertue of theſe words (For this is my Bo­dy, &c.) pronounced by a Prieſt ouer the Bread and Wine, the ſubſtance of the Bread is turned into the very Body of Chriſt, and the ſubſtance of Wine into his very Bloud, ſo as nothing remaines of ei­ther but the bare formes, ſhewes, like­neſſes or apparances of them onely?

B.By no meanes, but contrari­wiſe, I condemne and reiect it for a moſt groſſe and palpable abſurditie, contrary to Scripture, to reaſon, to the truth of Chriſts humane Body, to diuerſe Articles of our faith; to the na­ture, end, and vſe of a Sacrament; to the iudgement of our ſenſes, of anci­ent Fathers, of whole Churches and holy Martyrs, who haue ſealed the contrary by their deareſt bloud; yea it is an inuention ſo infinitely mon­ſtrous, as that the very Patrons and defenders of it, are contrary one to an­other about it, ſighting like the Midia­nites each againſt his fellow, and can no better agrée together, then the falſe [Page] witneſſes ſuborned againſt our Saui­our Chriſt.

I.What then will you make to be the meaning of thoſe words, when hee af­firmes of the Bread that it is his Body, and of the Cup, that it is his Bloud?

B.They are not to be vnderſtood, neither ſubſtantially, as if the Bread ſhould be the very Body, or the Wine the very Bloud of Chriſt; neither may they bee vnderſtood conſubſtanti­ally, as if the Body of Chriſt were in­cluded in the Bread, and his Bloud in the Wine; but they are figuratiue ſpéeches, in which the names of the things ſignified are attributed to the ſignes thereof: And the meaning of them is in effect thus much, as if our Sauiour had ſaid; Thoſe viſible Ele­ments of Bread and Wine, doe ſigni­fie and repreſent vnto you, my Body crucified, and my Bloud ſhed, for re­miſſion of your ſinnes; and are plead­ges, ſcales and aſſurances vnto you, that as verily as you receiue theſe creatures of Bread and Wine, into your bodies, to their comfo [...]t and nou­riſhment: [Page] So you are as certainely made partakers of my very Body and Bloud ſpiritually by faith, to the eter­nall comfort and ſaluation of your ſoules.

I.How doe you prooue, that this expoſition which you haue giuen, is the true and genuine meaning of theſe words?

B.Becauſe the1 Cor. 10.16. It is the vſuall Language of the Scripture ſpeaking of Sa­craments, to call the ſigne by the name of the thing ſigni­fied; as Gen. 17.10, 11. Rom 4.11. Exod. 12 11.13.27. 1 Cor. 10.4. Tit. 3.5. 1 Cor. 11.25. Scripture it ſelfe, and ancientTertul. Lib. 4. cont. Marc. Aug. cont. Adimant. Cap. 12. and Epiſt. 23. Fathers ſo expound them. Secondly, this Expoſition doth well conſent with theLuke 22.19. words of Inſtitution, with theConcerning the truth of Chriſt his humane nature, his Aſcenſion, ſeſſion at the right hand of God, &c. Articles of our Faith, and theWhich euer neceſſarily requires an outward viſible ſigne, and an inward inuiſible thing ſignified thereby; both which, by this Expoſition, are ratified and con­firmed to the Euchariſt. nature of Sacra­ments.

I.What are the actions to be perfor­med by the Miniſter in the adminiſtrati­on of this Sacrament?

I.Mat. 26.26, 27. Luke 22.17, 18.19, 20.Firſt, to take the Bread and Wine into his hands. Secondly, to bleſſe and conſecrate them. Thirdly, [Page] to breake the one,1 Cor. 11.23, 2 [...] 25. and powre forth the other. Fourthly, to giue them both into the hands of the Communi­cants.

I.Is the action of breaking the Bread an indifferent rite, ſo as it may be admit­ted or omitted, vſed or not vſed at the pleaſure of the Miniſter?

B.No; but it is a neceſſary Cere­monie not to bee neglected or paſſed ouer.

I.Why?

B.Becauſe Chriſt himſelfe the au­thor and ordayner of this Sacrament,Mat. 26.26. Marke 14.22. whoſe example we muſtMat. 11.28.29 follow, gaue not the Bread whole, but firſt brake it, and then gaue it to his Diſciples.
Secondly,Luke 22.19. he expreſſely commands the breaking of it.
Thirdly, the1 Cor. 10.16. Apoſtles and Paſtors of the Church,As by the writings of the Fathers, and Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtories doth appeare. for many hundred yéers after them, did euer obſerue this Ce­remonie.
Fourthly, the whole ſeruice of cele­brating the Lords Supper, hath his denomination from this action,Acts 2.42.46. & 20.7. and is often in the Scripture called breaking of Bread, which certainely ſhould not [Page] haue béene, were it not a neceſſary rite that might not be omitted.
Fiftly, it is a liuely and moſt effe­ctuall repreſentation of the breaking of the Body of Chriſt,1 Cor. 11.24. Gal. 3.13. Heb. 9, 26, &c. and of the bit­ter death and infinite torments he en­dured for our ſinnes; on which, the whole hope and comfort of our ſoules depends, and for memoriall and repreſentation whereof, this Sacra­ment was ordained.

I.What are the actions to bee per­formed by the Communicants or Re­ceiuers?

B.Mat. 26.26, 27. 1 Cor. 11.23, 24, 25.Firſt, to take the Bread and the Wine into their hands. Secondly, to eate the one, and drinke the other, to the nouriſhment of their bodies.

I.Is the Wine then to be adminiſtred to the People, and they to drinke of the ſame, as well as to receiue and eate the Bread?

B.Yes doubtleſſe; for Chriſt in the inſtitution of this Sacrament,Mat. 26, 27. Luke 22.17. deli­uered the Cup as well as the Bread, to all his Diſciples, in that action, hol­ding the place, not of Paſtors, but of the people: and commanded them all [Page] to drinke the ſame.
Secondly, the Apoſtle Paul, not by any priuate motion,1 Cor. 11.28. but guided by the Spirit of God, enioynes all Chriſti­ans to communicate in both kindes.
Thirdly, it is a part of Chriſts Will and Teſtament,Luke 22.20. 1 Cor. 11.25. ratified by his death and bloud-ſhed, which by no meanes oughtGal. 3.15. Heb. 9.16, 17. to be violated, that the people ſhould partake of the Wine as well as of the B [...]ead.
Fourthly, becauſe els the people ſhould haue but an halfe and inſuffici­ent,See Iohn 6.54.55, 66. not a full and perfect nouriſhment of their ſoules, by Ieſus Chriſt, reſem­bled and ſealed to them in this Sacra­ment; for our perfect and compleate bodily nouriſhment, conſiſts not in meate onely, but in meate and drinke both together.
Fiftly, the1 Cor. 10.21. & 11.26, 27.29. & 12, 13. Primitiue Church ad­miniſtred the Communion vnder both kindes to the people; and it hath béene the conſtant cuſtome of the Chriſtian Churches ſo to doe, for the ſpace of more then a thouſand yéeres together, after the times of the Apoſtles.
Sixtly,1 Cor. 10.4. the Iſraelites dranke of the [Page] Rocke in the Wilderneſſe, which in effect, was the ſame Sacrament with ours.
Seuenthly, the Bloud of Chriſt and Merit thereof, appertaines no leſſe to the people,Acts 2 [...].28. 1 Pet. 1.18.19. Mat. 20.26. being beléeuers, then to the Paſtors and Miniſters; and therefore the ſigne and ſeale thereof, which is the Cup or Wine, may be no more de­nyed vnto the one then to the other.

IWhat is it to eate the Fleſh or Body of Chriſt, and to drinke his Bloud?

B.Not to receiue and féede vpon his Body and BloudIohn 6.62, 93. carnally, with the mouth of the body, but ſpiritually with the mouth of the ſoule, which is, aliuely faith; that is to ſay, toIohn 6.35.47.50, 51, &c. beléeue, and bee perſwaded, that the Body of Chriſt was crucified, and his Bloud ſhed, for a full remiſſion of all our ſinnes; and not onely ſo, but (afterEpheſ. 5.32. an incomprehenſible manner) to be1 Cor. 10.16, 17. vni­ted vnto Chriſt, as the members of the body vnto the head, and ſo to be made partakers of hisIoh. 6.55, 56. righteouſneſſe, life, glory, and whatſoeuer his benefits, as truly and verily as we are of the out­ward Elements of Bread and Wine.

[Page]I.Then no wicked impenitent, vn­godly perſon, &c. vnbeleeuer, hypocrite &c. though they be preſent at this Sacra­ment, doth eate the fleſh, or drinke the Bloud of Chriſt, doth he?

B.No. It is not poſſible they ſhould.

I.What receiue they then in this Sa­crament?

B.Onely the outward Symboles or Elements, and nothing elſe;Iohn 6.54, 55, 56. they get the ſhell, but not the Kernell, they eate the Bread of the Lord, but not that Bread which is the Lord.

I.What are the ends of the Lords Supper?

B.Firſt,Luke 22.19, 20 1 Cor. 11.20.25. Iohn 6.56. to ſignifie and aſſure our continuance, preſeruation and nou­riſhment in the couenant of grace, the familie and Church of God, into which, by baptiſme wee had entrance and admiſſion.
Secondly,1 Cor. 10.16. to ſeale and confirme more and more our communion with Chriſt, and all his benefits.
Thirdly,1 Cor. 10.17. & 12, 13. to declare and admoniſh vs of that néere fellowſhip and com­munion, which is betwéene all faithfull [Page] receiuers of this Sacrament; who are all ioynt members of the ſame body myſticall in Chriſt, bone of each o­thers bone, and fleſh of each others fleſh.
Rom. 4.11. 1 Cor. 10.16 & 11.24, 25, 26.Fourthly, to ſtrengthen and in­creaſe our faith and all other ſauing graces.
Luke 22.19.Fiftly, to celebrate and preſerue the memory of our Sauiours death and paſſion, and of the ineſtimable benefits wee reape thereby, vntill his glorious appearing to iudge the world.

I.Whom are the Paſtors or Mini­ſters of the Church to admit to this Sa­crament?

B.All and onely ſuch as haue byExod. 12.43, 44, &c. Baptiſme béene admitted into the Church, and continue the profeſſed members thereof, and are for yéeres,1 Cor. 11.24.29. vnderſtanding and knowledge of the Principles of Chriſtian Religion, and particularly, of the Doctrine of the Sacraments, able to1 Cor. 11.28 examine and prepare themſelues for the worthy receiuing of it; and withall, doe by their Chriſtian andMat. 7.6. vnblamable con­uerſation, giue probable teſtimonies, [Page] that they are indued with a true ſa­uing faith in Ieſus Chriſt, and vnfai­ned repentance for their ſinnes.

I.Doth it not therefore ſtand euery Miniſter vpon, to examine ſuch as he ad­mits vnto it?

B.Certainely it doth; for it is his duty, toIer. 15.19. ſeparate the pretious from the vile, and to beware that he doe not proſtitute the holy things of the Lord, toMat. 7.6. Dogges and Swine.
Secondly, it is his duty at all times to be carefull of acquainting himſelfe with the ſtate of his Flocke;Pro. 27.23. Acts 20.28. and there­fore much more then, when hee is to receiue them to this holy Table.
Thirdly,2 Chron. 35.6. & 30.17. he is to helpe the people in their preparation, that they may bee worthy receiuers.
Fourthly, whomſoeuer he admits vnto it, being vnworthy and vnpre­pared,1 Tim. 5.22. hee makes himſelfe acceſſory to their ſinnes, and culpable of propha­ning the ſacred pleadges of the Lords Body and Bloud.

I.Then it is the peoples duty alſo to bee willing and ready to ſubmit them­ſelue, to their Miniſters examination, is it not?

[Page]B.It is ſo, for euery Chriſtian is bound to bee alwayes ready to giue an anſwer to any man that ſhall aske him a reaſon of the hope that is in him:1 Pet. 3.15. much more therefore ought he to ſhew this readineſſe to his lawfull Paſtor, who, by God, is placed ouer him.
Secondly, God chargeth euery man to bee obedient to h [...]s Paſtor, and with all meekeneſſe and humble­neſſe of minde,Deut. 17.11.12 1 Theſ. 5.12. Heb. 13.17. to ſubmit themſelues vnto him, in all things which concerne the worſhip of God, and good of their owne ſoules; of which nature this is one.
Thirdly, God requires of all ſuch as are to bee baptized,Mat. 3.6. Marke 1.5. Acts 8.37. 1 Pet. 3.21. being men of yéeres, that firſt they giue euidence of their knowledge, faith and repentance, to the Miniſter that baptizes them: and therefore it is not to bee imagined that he requires any leſſe of thoſe that are to partake of the Lords Supper.

I.Who may not be admitted to this Sacrament, but muſt be barred from it?

B.AllExod. 12.43, 44. 2 Cor. 6.14, 15, 16. Epheſ. 2.11, 12, &c. Infidels, all perſonsExod 12.43, 4 [...] 48. Diſciples, ſo Acts 20.7. vn­baptized, allTheſe can­not eate, drink, remember Chriſts death, &c. Mat. 26.26. departed this life, allNone of theſe are able to ex­amine themſelues, diſcerne the Lo [...]ds Body, commemorate his death, &c. 1 Cor. 11.24.25.26.27.28.29. Infants, all Ignorants that know [Page] not the fundamentall points of Reli­gion; all Idiots, Fooles, furious, fran­ticke and mad men; allP [...]al. 50.16, 17. Eſay 1.11. & 66.3. 1 Cor. 10.21.22. ſcandalous wicked impenitent liuers, and whoſo­euer are by the Gouernours of the Church worthilyMat. 18.17. 1 Cor. 5.5. 1 Tim. 1.20. excommunicated.

I.What are we to doe that wee may be worthy receiuers of this Sacrament?

B.That we may worthily partake of it, to our comfort and edification, there bee ſome duties to be practiſed of vs, before we reſort to it; ſome in the time of our receiuing, ſome after wee haue receiued.

I.What are the duties to be practiſed before our reſorting to it? 1 Cor. 11.28.

B.Wee muſt diligently prepare and examine our ſelues.

I.Why are we ſo to doe?

B.Firſt, becauſe in the Old Teſta­ment, all were to prepare and ſanctifie themſelues, before they might either offer1 Sam. 16.5. ſacrifice, or celebrate the2 Chron. 35.6. Paſſeouer.
[Page]Secondly, becauſe we are bound to prepare our ſelues before other the ſeruices of God, asEccleſ. 5.2. Prayer,Eccleſ. 5.1. Luke 8.18. hea­ring his Word.
Thirdly, becauſe whoſoeuer re­ceiues vnworthily,1 Cor. 11.27.39. is guilty of the Bo­dy and Bloud of Chriſt, and eates and drinkes his owne damnation.

I.What things muſt wee examine our ſelues of?

I.1 Cor. 10.15, 16.Firſt, whether (at the leaſt in ſome competent meaſure) wee know the grounds of Religion, and in par­ticular, the Doctrine of the Sacra­ments.
2 Cor 13.5. Heb. 11.6.28.Secondly, whether we bee endued with a true iuſtifying, ſauing faith in Ieſus Chriſt, applying all his merits to our owne ſoules, and reſting vpon them, as appertayning to our ſelues in particular, as well as to any other.
Thirdly, whether we doe1 Kings. 8.48. ſeriouſly and vnfainedly,1 Cor. 5.8. & 1 [...].28, 29.31. repent vs of our ſinnes, heartily2 Cor. 7, 8, 9, 10.11. ſorrowing and grie­uing for them, and that eſpecially in this reſpect, becauſe thereby wee haue offended ſo louing and gracious aPſal 51.4. fa­ther; t [...]ulyPſal. 119.104 128. hating and deteſting [Page] them, and fullyPſal. 119 57.106. reſoluing toPſal. 34.14. Eſay 1. [...]6. aban­don themEzek. 18.21. all, for2 Pet. 2.21.22 euer; and to leade a newMat. 3.8. life, in anIer. 11.4. vniuerſall andPſal. 119.33.44.112. conſtant obedience to allExod. 19.8. Gods Commandements.
Fourthly, whether we be inMarke 11.25 loue and charity with all men, euen ourMat. 5.44, 45. Enemies; fréely and heartilyMat. 6.12.14, 15. for­giuing ſuch as haue wronged or iniu­red vs, in word or déede; euen as wee deſire that God, for Chriſts ſake, ſhould forgiue vs.
Therefore the ancient Chriſtians were wont by a mutuall kiſſe, to teſti­fie their vnfained loue each to other, before their receiuing of the Lords Supper.

I.What if a man vpon examination find theſe graces in him, but in a very weake meaſure, and with great and ma­nifold infirmities and imperfections, is he therefore to abſtaine?

B.No, by no meanes, if ſo bee hee perceiue them in himſelfe, though in neuer ſo2 Chron. 30.17, 18, 19, 20. weake a meaſure, ſo they be in truth and ſinceritie; and pleaſe not himſelfe in his wants, but bee vnfai­nedly i grieued for them,Marke 9.24. i ſtriues a­gainſt [Page] them, and earneſtlyMat. 5, 6. deſires to grow in grace; he ought to come who­ſoeuer hee be. Yea, the imperfections and wants of our faith, repentance, and other ſauing graces, ſhould bee ſo farre from kéeping vs away, or diſcou­raging vs from it, as that they ought rather to bee ſharpeRom. 4.11. ſpurres and mo­tiues, to prouoke vs to a more fre­quent and diligent vſe of the ſame, that thereby we may get them ſtreng­thened, confirmed and encreaſed; this Sacrament being the meanes appoin­ted of God, for that very end and purpoſe.

I.What other duties are there to bee performed of vs, before our comming to this Sacrament?

B.Mat. 5.6.Wee are to prouoke our ſelues to an ardent and longing deſire af­ter it.
Secondly, we muſt earneſtly pray vnto God,Acts 2.42. that hee will bee pleaſed of his gracious goodneſſe, to vouchſafe his bleſſing vpon our partaking of the ſame.

I.Is it neceſſary to our preparation that we come faſting to it?

[Page]B.Noe certainely; fitteſt it is for ſuch as are able without preiudice of their health to forbeare meate ſo long, to receiue it faſting, that in honour of ſo great a Sacrament the Lords body may firſt enter into their mouthes, be­fore any other earthly meates: but for ſuch as are not, they may without ſcruple of conſcience, or offence to God, take ſome ſmall refreſhing be­fore they come; for God no whereEſay. 8. [...]0. commands the contrary, neither doth hisRom. 14.17. Kingdome ſtand in meate and drinke. Alſo our Sauiour Chriſt ad­miniſtred it to his Apoſtles after Sup­perLuke 22.20., and moreouer (to make it with­out controuerſie) the Scripture ex­preſſely1 Cor. 11.34 warrants and approoues of eating, in caſe one be hungry, before he communicate.

I.What duties are wee to performe during the time while the Sacrament is adminiſtring?

B.We muſt be carefull to behaue our ſelues with all ſeemely religiousLeuit. 19.30. Pſal. 2.11. reuerence, duely conſidering that the Lord in a moſt ſpeciall manner is here preſentMatth. 18.20. Pſal. 26.8. among vs.
[Page]Secondly, wee muſt in our ſoules let the incenſe of our vnfeined and heartieſtMat. 26.26.30 & 103.1.2. &c. thankſgiuing aſcend vp vnto the Throne of God, for his vnſpeakeableIohn 3.16. 1 Ioh. 4.9.10.11 loue towards vs, in gi­uing his only begotten Sonne to ſuch a curſed death, and infinite torments for vs; which in this Sacrament as it were in a Table, moſtGal. 3.1. liuely and gra­phically are purtraied forth vnto vs.
Thirdly wee muſt with all heedfull regard obſerue the ſignes of bread and wine, with all the Sacramentall rites, ceremonies, and actions, both on the Miniſters and Receiuers part per­formed about them; ſeriouſly weigh­ing,1 Cor. 11.24.25 Exo. 12.26. & 24.8. and pondering in our mindes, the ſeuerall things ſignified, ſealed, and re­preſented vnto vs thereby.

I.When we ſet two ſignes vpon the Table, both Bread and Wine, what are we then to thinke vpon?

B.That Ieſus Chriſt is both Bread and Water of life vnto vs, that is to ſay, our perfect and all-ſufficient Re­deemer,Heb. 7.25. Ioh.  [...].35.54.55 Heb. 10.14. in whom, and in whom alone is aboundantly to be found whatſoe­ver is requiſite to our euerlaſting ſal­uation.

[Page]I.When we behold the Miniſter by rehearſall of the inſtitution, prayers, &c. to conſecrate and ſet apart the Bread and VVine to this ſacred vſe, what meditati­on are we then to haue?

B.This;Iohn 6.27. and 10.36. that Chriſt Ieſus was or­dained, ſet apart, and conſecrated by God his Father to be our Sauiour and Mediator.

I.VVhen we ſee the Bread broken, and VVine powred forth, what are wee then to call to mind?

B.That our bleſſed Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt was as it were1 Cor. 11.24. Eſa. 53.3.5. &c. broken with inexpreſſeable tortures, and his bloudIoh. 19.34. Luk. 22.20. 1 Iohn 1.7. moſt cruelly ſhed, to make ſatiſfacti­on to the iuſtice of God for our ſins, for which otherwiſe we ſhould both in body and ſoule haue for euerDeut 27.26. Rom. 2.9. and 6.23. endured the vnſpeakeable torments of Hell-fire.

I.VVhat muſt the Miniſters giuing the Bread thus broken, and the VVine ſo powred forth, ſuggeſt vnto vs?

B.That the body of Chriſt was ſo broken, and his bloud ſhed for vs and our ſaluation in particularGal. 2.20. as well as for any other: and that as the Mi­niſter [Page] doeth viſibly and corporally giue theſe ſignes of Bread and Wine vnto vs, which nouriſh our bodies: So verily doth God now inuiſibly, and in a ſpirituall manner, offer and exhibite the veryIohn 6.32.50 51, 52. &c. 1 Cor. 10.16, 17 fleſh & bloud of Chriſt vnto our ſoules, to be the foode and nouriſh­ment thereof vnto eternall life.

I.What are we to doe when we take and receiue the Bread and Wine into our hands from the Miniſter?

B.Then we muſt as it were awa­ken, and rouze vp our ſoules to reach forth the hand of faith, and thereby to take and apply vnto our ſelues Ieſus Chriſt,Iohn 1.12. and 6.35 40.47.48. &c. with all his ſauing merits.

I.VVhat is our eating of the Bread and drinking of the VVine, to cauſe vs to meditate on?

B.Euen vpon that moſt néere and ſtreight vnion thereby ſignified, that is betwéene Chriſt Ieſus, our ſelues, and euery true beléeuer; that hee is no leſſe néerely and ſtraightly ioyned to vs, and we to him, as alſo to one ano­ther, then the Bread and Wine which we receiue,1 Cor. 10.16.17 and 12.12, 13. eate and drinke, are to our bodies.

[Page]I.What duties are wee to performe after wee haue receiued this Sacrament?

B.We ought euery one, according to our abilitie, chéerefully and willing­ly to conſecrate ſome portion of that which God hath bleſſed vs with,1 Cor. 16.2. Nehem. 8.10. Heb 13.16. to­wards the reliefe of our poore and nie­dy Brethren among vs.

I.Is the receiuing of this Sacrament, a thing arbitrary or indifferent, ſo as wee may communicate or not, at our owne pleaſures?

B.No; but all ſuch as are baptized, being of yéeres and fitneſſe to examine and prepare themſelues,Mar. 26.26.27. 1 Cor. 11.24.25 and not ha­uing any iuſt impediment, are bound to partake of it.

I.How may that appeare?

B.Firſt, becauſe God hath ex­preſſely inioyned and commanded it.Luk. 22.19.20. 2. Chron. 30.8. confer with the verſes preced.
Secondly, it is a part of his pub­like diuine worſhip.
Thirdly, the neglect of it, is a very heynous and grieuous ſinne,Numb. 9.13. Gen. 17.19. Ex. 4.24.25.26. greatly prouoking the wrath of God againſt ſuch as are guilty of it.
Fourthly, it is one of the meanes appointed of God, to preſerue, cheriſh [Page] and increaſe in vs our faith, and other ſpirituall graces.Rom. 4.11. 1 Cor. 10.16. & 11.24.25.26.
Fiftly, this Sacrament is one of the badges and cogniſances, and as it were, the armes of our Lord and Ma­ſter Ieſus Chriſt; by receiuing where­of, his pleaſure is, that wee ſhould make publike profeſſion of being his Diſciples and Seruants,Exo. 12.43, 44. Gen. 17.11, &c. Acts 2.41.42. Acts 20.7. and bee knowne and diſtinguiſhed from all o­ther Sects and profeſſions in the world.

I.How oft are wee to celebrate and partake of the Lords Supper?

B.We may not content our ſelues to come to it at Eaſter, or once, or twice in the yéere, as if that were ſuf­ficient; but we muſt receiue it as often as fit opportunitie is offered, and as with conueniencie we may.

I.VVhy are wee to receiue it often?

B.Firſt, becauſe our Sauiour Chriſt commands the frequent vſe of it.1 Cor. 11.25.
Acts 2.41.42. and 20.7. 1 Cor. 11.26.Secondly, the Apoſtles did often ad­miniſter it.
Thirdly, it was the conſtant pra­ctice of the Chriſtian Churches long [Page] after the Apoſtles time, to communi­cate often; of ſome, as often as they met together, to heare the Word of God; of ſome, euery Lords day; of ſome euery day in the weeke; of all, many times in the yeere.
Fourthly, becauſe our Sauiour Chriſt departing this world, inioyned vs to celebrate this Sacrament,Luk. 22.19. 1 Cor. 11.24.29 in re­membrance, and in teſtimonie of our vnfayned thankfulneſſe for his bitter death and paſſion, which hee endured for our ſinnes. It muſt néedes bee therefore horrible ingratitude not to doe it often.
Fiftly, becauſe it is a meanes or­dayned of God for the preſeruing,Rom. 4.11. 1 Cor. 10.16. nouriſhing and increaſing of the ſpiri­tuall life of our ſoules, and the ſancti­fying graces of the holy Ghoſt, euen as hee hath ordained his creatures for preſeruation and nouriſhment of our corporall life: As therefore wee doe of­ten feede vpon theſe, ſo ought wee in like manner often to rec [...]iue the other.
Sixtly, to neglect receiuing of it, when it is adminiſtred in that congre­gation, whereof we are members, vn­leſſe [Page] by ſickneſſe or ſome other neceſſa­ry impediment we be hindered, is a fearefull contempt of Gods ſacred or­dinances and ſeales of grace, as alſo of thoſe inualuable benefits which in the ſame are proffered and confirmed vnto vs;Gen. 17.14. Num. 9.13. 1 Cor. 10 16. and 11.24.25. which cannot be but a moſt hainous ſinne, and greatly incenſe the wrath of God againſt vs.

I.I will propound but one queſtion more vnto you concerning this Sacra­ment, and ſo paſſe from it. VVhat thinke you, may we with comfort of conſcience and benefit to our ſoules, receiue this Sa­crament with thoſe congregations wher­in notorious ſinners, and ſcandalous im­penitent liuers are permitted to commu­nicate, and ſo as not to be partakers of their ſinnes.

B.Doubtles we may, in as much as euery one is inioyned to examine himſelfe,1 Cor. 11.28. and not others, when hee comes to this bleſſed banquet.
Secondly, becauſe the ſinne and penalty of vnworthy receiuing, is li­mited and appropriated by God,1 Cor. 11.29. only to the perſons ſelfe vnworthily com­municating.
[Page]Thirdly, becauſe theEſa. 1, 2, 3, &c. Iere. 6.13. &c. and 8.10. &c. and 5.1. Hoſ. 4.1, 2. read & obſerue the other Prophets alſo. Prophets, theLuk. 24.53. Act. 2.46. & 3.1 Apoſtles, yea, our moſt innocent and holyLuk. 4.16. and 19.47. & 22.53. Iohn 18.20. Sauiour himſelfe, for whom it was impoſſible to erre or ſin liuing in moſt prophane, godleſſe and irreligious times, when all wicked­neſſe and impietie reigned and aboun­ded among all ſorts of men: yet none of them did ſeparate from, or forſake the aſſemblies of the people, but ioy­ned euen with the vngodly themſelues in the publike exerciſes of Religion, and the commanded duties of Gods worſhip.


Of the ſtate of Man after this life.
I.VVHen men haue liued a while here vpon earth, Iob 4.19.20.2 [...] and 14.10. Gen. 35.18. Iob 27.8. Eccle. 12.7. what be­falles them then?

B.They die.

I.What is death?

B.It is the ſeparation of the ſoule from the body.

I.Shall all men taſte of death?

B.Yes ſurely, eueryIoſh. 23.14. Heb. 9.27. man and wo­man, of what ranke or condition ſoe­uer, whetherPſ. 82.7. and 146.3.4. noble orLuk. 16.2 [...]. baſe, [...]ob 3.  [...]9,  [...]0  [...].  [...]9.  [...], 7, 8, & [...] rich [Page] orLuke 16.22. poore &c.Rom. 8.10, 11 Reu. 14.13. elect orIob. 21.32. & 27.8. reprobate, beléeuer or vnbeléeuer, muſt die; thoſe onely excepted, whom Chriſt at his ſecond comming, ſhall finde aliue vpon the earth;1. Cor. 15.51.52. 1. Theſſ. 4.15. who in a moment and twinckling of an eye, at the laſt Trumpe ſhall be changed, of mortall being made immortall; which change to them ſhall be in ſtead of death.

I.What becomes of men when they die?

B.The ſoules of theEccle. 12.7. Luk. 16.22. and 23.43. faithfull and godly, are by the electLuke 16.22. AngelsLuke 23.43. Reu. 14.13. im­mediately carryed vp into Heauen, there, forthwith to be made partakers of a moſt vnſpeakable, glorious and bleſſed condition with Ieſus Chriſt.

I.VVhat becomes of the ſoules of the wicked and vnbeleeuers?

B.So ſoone as they are ſeuered from their bodies, they are inſtantly conueyed by the damned infernal ſpi­rits into Hell,Luke 12.20. and 16.22, 23. there to abide in moſt inſupportable and inconceiuable tor­ments.

I.You haue told mee what becomes of the ſoules of men, tel me likewiſe, how it fares with their bodies after death?

[Page]B.The bodies of all ſorts of men both godly and wicked, returne to the duſt out of which they were made.Eccle. 12.9. Gen. 3.19.


Of the Reſurrection.
I.BVt ſhall they for euer abide in this eſtate?

B.No; but they ſhall all of them be raiſed a [...]aine out of their graues,Dan. 12 2. Iohn 5.28.29. 1 Cor. 15. to life, and be reunited to their ſoules, ne­uer to be ſeuered more.

I.How ſhall they be raiſed?

B.They ſhall all, both Elect and Reprobate, be raiſed by theIohn 5.25.28.29. Math. 22.29. 1 Theſſ. 4.16. omnipo­tent voyce and power of Chriſt, but the Elect, by vertue of his1 Cor. 15.12.20.22 45. 1 Theſſ. 4.14. reſurre­ction, hee being their head, they his members; the Reprobate by hisIoh. 5.25. &c. iu­diciary power, and theGen. 2.17. Dan. 12.2. curſe and exe­cration of God: alſo the Elect to euer­laſting life, but the Reprobate to igno­minie, ſhame and euerlaſting con­tempt.

I.Shall the very ſame indiuiduall bo­dies, in which we liue here in this world, be quickened and raiſed to life againe?

B.Yes aſſuredly, the very ſelfe [Page] ſame bodies in number,Iob 19.25, 26, 27. 1 Cor. 15.53, 54 and for ſub­ſtance, which euery man had and car­ried about with him in this life, and none other, ſhall againe be reunited.

I.But ſhall our bodies ariſe againe, with the ſame qualities too, which they had in this world, as well as the ſame for ſubſtance?

B.No; but maruellouſly altered; for the bodies of all the faithfull ſhall be1 Cor. 15.53, 54, 55. immortall,1 Cor. 15.42.52, 53, 54. incorruptible,1 Cor. 15.44. Math. 22.30. ſpi­ritual, moſt1 Theſſ. 4.7. nimble,1 Cor. 13.10. Gen. 2.25. perfect,Math. 22 30. Reu. 21.4. impaſ­ſible, of admirable1 Cor. 15.43. Math. 22.30. power,Dan. 12.3. Math. 13.43. maieſtie, brightneſſe and glory, euen like the1 Cor. 15.47, 48, 49. Phil. 3.20, 21. glorious Body of Chriſt.

I.VVith what qualities ſhall the bo­dies of the Reprobate and wicked bee raiſed?

B.Their bodies ſhall bee1 Cor. 15.52. immor­tall, and incorruptible too, as well as the faithfuls; but whollyDan. 12.2. Eſay 66.24. Reu. 22.15. Math. 13.41, 42. and 25.41.46. deſtitute of all glory, power, and ſpirituall digni­tie: and moſt vile, abiect, contempti­ble and deformed, ful of ignominy and moſt hatefull vncomelineſſe, euen vg­ly and abominable to behold: they ſhall be alſo paſſible, that they may for euer ſuffer the deſerued puniſhment of their ſinnes.


Of the laſt and finall Iudgement.
[Page]
I.VVHen ſhall this Reſurrecti­on you ſpeake of be?

B.At the day of Iudgement.

I.Shall there then be a day of Iudge­ment?

B,Yea moſt certainely; for God hathAct. 10.42. & 17.31. decréed it, hisEccle. 12.14. Math. 12.36. Iude 14.15. Word ſo teſtifi­eth, his1 The. 1.6. &c. Luke 16.25. Iuſtice and mercy requires it; and otherwiſe, the1 Cor. 15.19: Pſal. 73.5. &c. 14. godly and ſuch as haue moſt care to glorifie him, ſhould of all men be moſt miſerable.

I.But why ſhould men bee againe brought to Iudgement, ſince they receiue their iudgements at the time of their death?

B.Becauſe that Iudgement con­cernes onely theLuke 12.20. & 16.22.23. ſoule; this,2 Cor. 5.10. both ſoule and body. Secondly, that God may make itRom. 2.5. 1. Cor. 4.5. apparant to the whole world, that the Iudgement he paſſeth vpon euery man is moſt righteous, and according vnto equitie.

I,When ſhall this day be?

B.The preciſe day, wéeke, moneth or yéere, neither Man, nor any of the [Page] Angels can tell; yea, our Sauiour Chriſt himſelfe (as man) was ignorant of it,Math 24.36, 37, &c. Acts 1.7. 1 Theſſ. 5.1, 2. in the dayes of his fleſh.

I.Why would God haue this day vnknowne vnto vs?

B.To bridle ourActs 1.7. curioſitie, to try and exerciſe our1 Theſſ. 5.8. conferre with preced. faith,1 Theſſ. 5.8. hope andIames 5.7. patience; to feare vs fromMath. 24.42, 43, &c. Mat. 13.34. &c. carnall ſecuritie, to make vs watch and pre­pare for his comming continually, ha­uing our loynes girt, our Lampes trimmed with the Oyle of faith and good workes, not deferring and pro­craſtinating our repentance.

I.But though God (for the reaſons you haue alleadged) bee pleaſed to con­ceale the day of Iudgement: yet he hath in his Word, reuealed ſome ſignes, to forewarne and admoniſh vs of the ap­proaching of it, hath he not?

B.You ſay true, he hath indéed.

I.Which be theſe ſignes?

B.They are of two ſorts, ſome whereof procede and goe before it; o­thers concurre and are ioyned with it.

I.Which are the preceding or fore­going ſignes.

B.Firſt, theMath. 24.14. Mark. 13.10. preaching of the [Page] Goſpell to all Nations of the world. Secondly, a2 Theſſ. 2.2, 3. 1 Tim. 4.1. generall Apoſtacie or de­fection of the greateſt part of men from the Faith and Religion of Chriſt. Thirdly, the2 Theſſ. 2.3, 4 reuelation or diſcouery of Antichriſt. Fourthly, aLuke 18.8. Math. 24.12. maruel­lous decay of faith and loue, with an vniuerſall corruption of mens man­ners. Fiftly, aMat. 24.38, 39 generall ſecuritie and minding onely the things of this world, a wonderfull ſenceleſneſſe and deadneſſe of heart among all ſorts of men that liue vpon the earth. Sixtly,Math. 24.6, 7, 8, &c. dreadfull calamities and horrible perſecutions of the Church and peo­ple of God. Seuenthly,Mat. 24.11.24 ariſing of falſe Chriſts, and falſe Apoſtles. Eightly, theReu. 18.8. &c. burning,Rom. 11.25, 26, &c. finall ſubuer­ſion, vtter ruine and deſolation of Rome, the throne of Antichriſt, that man of ſinne, and ſonne of perdition. Ninthly, the calling and conuerſion of the Iewes to the Chriſtian faith.

I.Are not moſt of theſe ſignes alrea­dy accompliſhed and fulfilled?

B.It is apparant that they are, euen all of them, the finall ruine of Rome, and the Kingdome of Anti­chriſt, [Page] and the conuerſion of the Iewes excepted; both which alſo are vn­doubtedly very néere at hand, and to be euery day exſpected; and therefore the day of Iudgement cannot be farre off,Iames 5.8, 9. 1 Pet. 4 7. Reu. 22.12. but of neceſſitie muſt come vpon vs very ſpéedily. The Iudge ſtands at the doore?

I.What are the ſignes concurring and ioyned with the day of Iudgement?

B.The darkning of the Sunne and Moone, the falling of the Starres from Heauen, the ſhaking of the pow­ers thereof, the lamentation of all the Nations of the world, and the dread­full burning and diſſolution of Hea­uen and Earth, with all the workes that are therein, by fire; which (as learned Diuines are of opinion) is called in Scripture,Mat. 24.29, 30  [...] Pet. 3.7.10.11 the ſigne of the ſonne of Man.

I.In what place ſhall this Iudge­ment be?

B.Partly on the earth, where the wicked ſhall ſtand and heare their doome; and partly in the1 Theſſ. 4.17 Iude 14. ayre, whi­ther the Godly ſhall bee rapt and caught vp, to méete their Lord and [Page] Sauiour, and to be his1 Cor. 6.2, 3. Math. 19.28. aſſeſſors and aſſiſtants (as it were) in the arraign­ment and iudgement of the Repro­bate, both men and Angels.

I.Who ſhall be iudged?

B.AllRom. 14 10.1 [...] 2 Cor. 5.10. men without exception of what ſexe, age, ſtate, degrée or conditi­on ſoeuer, which either heretofore haue béene, now are, or ſhall bee here­after, liuing vpon the face of the earth: As alſo the1 Cor. 6.3. 2 Pet. 2.4. Diuels, whoſe ſinne ſhall then be manifeſted to the whole world and theMath. 8.29. Mark. 1.24. full Viols of Gods wrath powred downe vpon them for the ſame.

I.Who ſhall be Iudge?

B.Acts 10.42. & 17.31.Ieſus Chriſt,Luk. 20.26. and 23.30. Reu. 6.14, 15, 16, 17. to the vnſpeak­ableLuke 21.28. Reu. 22.20. comfort of the faithfull, and no leſſer terror of the wicked.

I.In what manner ſhall Chriſt come to Iudgement?

B.In aActs 1.11. Math. 24.30. viſible conſpicuous man­ner, in his glorified humanity; as hee aſcended after his Reſurrection, hee ſhall on aMath. 24.27.37, 38. &c. ſudden1 Theſſ. 4.16. deſcend from hea­uen, and come in the cloudesLuke 21.27. Reu. 1.7. withMath. 24.30. Titus 2.13. wonderfull power, maieſtie and glo­ry, with aMath. 24.30. 1 Theſſ. 4.16 ſhoute, with the voyce of [Page] the Archangell, and the Trumpet of God, moſt regally attended with the innumerableMat. 25.31. 2 Theſſ. 1.7. troopes of his holy Angels.
VVhat ſhall bee done when Chriſt is come in the cloudes?

B.Math. 19.28. & 25.31.Hee ſhall ſit downe vpon a moſt glorious Throne of Maieſtie.
Secondly, all both1 Cor. 6.3. Iude 6. Diuels andMath. 25.32. Rom. 14.10. Men, ſhall be conuented before him.
Thirdly, he ſhall ſeparate the godly and Elect, from the wicked and Re­probate,Pſalm. 1.5. and 25.31, 32, 33. placing the one at his right, the other at his left hand.
Fourthly, theRom. 2.16. 1 Cor. 4.5. thoughts,Mat. 12.36, 37 Iude 14, 15. words andEccle. 12.14. 2 Cor. 5.10. déedes, of them both ſhall be ma­nifeſted,Luke 8.17. tryed andRom. 2.15, 16 1 Cor. 3.13. examined: theirs who haue had no further illu­mination, by the Law ofRom. 2.12. Nature, written in their hearts; theirs to whom God hath vouchſafed the knowledge thereof, by hisRom. 2.12. Law andRom. 2.16. Goſpell, written in the bookes of the Old and New Teſtament; and further, of both, by the euidence and verdict of their ſeuerallRom. 2.15, 16 Reue. 20.12. conſciences, which by the wonderfull power of God, ſhall then moſt perfectly preſent [Page] to their memories all their actions, &c. good or euill, when, where, or how­ſoeuer done in this life; and according­ly, ſhall teſtifie with or againſt, excuſe or accuſe and condemne them.
Fiftly, he ſhall pronounce aActs 17.31. Rom. 2.5. iuſt vpright andMal. 3.6. irreuocable ſentence vp­onRom. 2.6, 7, 8, &c. Ierem. 17.10. euery one according to theirMath. 16.11. 2 Cor 5.10. workes, as being the infallibleMath. 25.35, 36, &c. and 12.34, 35. ſignes and euidences both of faith and vnbeleefe: firſt,Math 25.34. &c. Luke 22.30. the ſentence of abſolution vpon the godly; and after, of condemnation vpon the wicked.
Laſtly, after ſentence, ſhall follow moſtDan. 7.9, 10. Math. 25.46. ſwift and ſpéedy execution, without all manner of delay, theMath. 13.49, 50. and 25.46. Re­probate being inſtantly forced, whe­ther they will or no, to goe into euer­laſting puniſhment, and the Elect im­mediately poſſeſſed of eternall life.

I.Tell me more particularly and ful­ly, what ſhall bee the euent and iſſue of this Iudgement, to the Elect and Re­probate?

B.The iſſue hereof to the Repro­bate ſhall bee moſt terrible and dread­full; for immediately, after ſentence once pronounced vpon them by Chriſt [Page] they ſhall be driuen and baniſhed from ſhe moſt ioyous and bliſſefullMath. 25.41. and 7.23. pre­ſence of God the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt; and from all ſo­cietie, fellowſhip and communion with his holyLuke 13.28. and 16.26. Angels and Saints; and caſt intoMath. 18.8, 9. and 23.33. Hell fire, where both inMath. 5 29.30 body andMath. 16.26. and 10.28. ſoule, and eueryMath. 5.29. all the members of our bodies haue beene inſtru­ments of ſinne, and therefore ſhal receiue the wages of ſinne. Rom. 6.19. and 3.13, 14, 15. part and member of them, they ſhall be tor­mented withEſay 30.33. Math. 8.12. inconceiuable tortures, with theMath. 25.41. 2 Pet. 2.4. Diuell and his Angels; and that forMat 25.41.46. Mar. 9.43, 44. &c. euermore, without all hope of anyLuk. 16.24, 25 26. Reu. 14.11. and 20.10. intermiſſion, remiſſion, di­minution, remedy or eaſe, the leaſt that can be imagined, ſo much as for a mi­nute of time.

I.What ſhall the euent or iſſue of it be to the Elect or godly?

B.Infinitely happy, for they ſhallMat. 25.46. incontinently, with excéeding andReu. 19.6, 7. If there be ſuch ioy in Heauen a­mong the An­gels at the con­uerſion but of one of Gods e­lect, Luk. 15.10. Oh how infi­nite then muſt needs their ioy be, when all Gods elect to­gether ſhall be glorified? &c. triumphant ioy, be receiued vp into theMath. 8.11. & 25.34. Kingdome of Heauen, where they ſhall enioy the bleſſed & glorious preſence, fellowſhip and communion ofPſal. 16.11. God the Father,Luke 23.43. Iohn 14.3. Sonne and [Page] Holy Ghoſt, and of all his holyHebr. 12.22. Math. 22 30. An­gels,Math. 8.11. Hebr. 12.13. Patriarches, Prophets, Apo­ſtles, and other Saints; alſo a moſt perfect fréedome from allEphe. 5.26.27 Reue. 21.27. ſinne, paine,Rom. 2.10. Reu. 14.13. labour,Reu. 21.4. paſſions,Reu. 7.16, 17. Math. 22.30. infirmities,1 Cor. 13.8, 9, &c. Reu. 22.5. imperfections,1 Cor. 15.24, 25, 26. from Satan. Rom. 16.20 the wicked. Lu. 16.26. Hell. Rom. 8.1. death. Luke 20.36. enemies,Acts 3.19. Reue. 21.4. miſeries, troubles and euils, &c. and be poſſeſſed of ſuch,1 Cor. 13.10, 11, 12. wiſedome,1 Cor. 15.48, 49. Ephe. 5.26, 27. holyneſſe,Eſay 35.10. Pſal. 16.11. and 36.8. Math. 25.21.23. happyneſſe, ioyes, pleaſures andRom. 2.7.10. 2 Cor. 4.17, 18. glory, both in1 Cor. 15.42, 43. body andPhil. 3.20. ſoule, as neitherEſay 64.4. 1 Cor. 2.9. eye hath ſéene, nor eare hath heard, nor can poſſibly enter into the heart of man to conceiue; and that not for a time, a few moneths, or yéeres, &c. but to all eternitie forPſa. 16 11. Math. 25.46. 1 Peter 1.4. euer and euer, without all poſſibilitie of being depri­ued of, or loſing the ſame in whole, or in part, or hauing them interrupted ſo much as for the leaſt moment or particle of time that can be conceiued.

I.But ſhall all the faithfull haue e­quall meaſure of glory and happineſſe in Heauen?

[Page]B.Noe, but according as they haue receiued greater or leſſer meaſure of gifts and graces,Luk. 19.15.16, 17, 18, 19. 1 Cor. 3.8. and 2 Cor. 9.6. and more or leſſe faithfully diſpenſed the ſame to the glory of God the giuer, and the benefit of his Church and children: So accor­dingly (not ofLuke 17.10. merit, but of Gods freeLuke 12.32. Ephe. 2.8. grace, fauour andTitus 1.2. Gal. 3.15, 16, 17, 18.29. promiſe) ſhall they be crowned with a1 Cor. 15.41, 42. Phil. 4.17. greater or leſſer eminency of glory, and felici­ty; yet ſo as hee that hath leaſt ſhall haue ſuch aPſa. 16.11. and 17.15. and 36.8 hence called a full reward 2 Ioh. 8. fulneſſe as hee is any way capable of, ſo that he ſhall neither couet increaſe, nor grieue becauſe hee hath ſo little, nor1 Cor. 13.4. enuy any that hath more, nor in the leaſt meaſure deſire to change, or to be otherwiſe; but bee fully ſatiſfied, and aboundantly contented, exceedinglyPſa. 16.5, 6. reioycing e­uermore in his lot and portion, and no leſſe in others1 Cor. 12.25, 26. Then our loue to one a­nother ſhall be perfect. 1 Cor. 13.10. ergo &c. glory (though ſur­paſſing his) then in his owne.

I.Shall there be alſo an inequality or differing degrees of torments in Hell?

B.Aſſuredly there ſhall, according as men haue beeneLuk. 12.47, 48 Ierem. 32.19. Math. 16.27. greater or leſſer ſinners, more or leſſe diſhonoured God by their vngodly and impious deedes: [Page] So proportionably ſhall their woe and miſery be theMath. 10.15. and 11.22.24. and 23.14, 15. more or leſſe grieuous, and intollerable, yet ſo as that he who hath leaſt, ſhal haue ſo much as he isMath. 24.51. Luke 13.28. Hence called deſtruction, & perdition of the creature. 2. Th. 1.9. 2 Pet. 3.7. comprehenſiue of, or poſſibly able to endure.

I.VVhat ſeruice ſhall the Saints in Heauen performe vnto God for all his infinite and vnſpeakable loue and mercy, vnto them in his Sonne Ieſus Chriſt?

B.They ſhall continually, with the bleſſed Quire of all his holy An­gels, be prayſing,Reu. 4.10, 11. and 5.12, 13. lauding and magni­fying his great and glorious Name for the ſame, world without end.


FINIS.
[Page]
[Page]
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