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To the right Honorable and vertuous Ladie, The Counteſſe of War­ wicke.
[Page]
[Page]
FOraſmuch as it hath plea­ſed almightie God of his infinite goodneſſe, to giue vnto the glorious Goſpell of his eternall ſonne, ſo long & pro­ſperous ſucceſſe in this our Coun­trie; it is now time (right Honorable and my verie good Ladie) for euerie one that is a true profeſſor of the ſame, all carnall perſwaſions of hu­mane reaſon deluding the ſoule be­ing ſet aſide, to prepare our ſelues to the day of trial. For although it plea­ſeth God ſometimes, for the gathe­ring of his Church, to giue vnto it as it were Halcyon daies: yet com­mon it is not, that it ſhould any long time continue in reſt and pleaſure. Nay, by the word of GOD wee [Page]know, & by experience ſometimes of our ſelues (her Maieſties royall perſon not excepted) and now of our neighbours round about vs we ſee, that the Church of God in this world, as it euer hath bin, ſo muſt it euer be vnder the croſſe. And there­fore if wee will bee compted of the Church indeede, and glorie in that excellent name of a Chriſtian, let vs knowe aſſuredlie, that vnto vs, euen vnto vs (that haue ſo long liued in reſt and pleaſure, if wee be the chil­dren of God) in ſome ſort and mea­ſure a triall muſt come. For, if God chaſtiſe euerie ſonne whom he re­ceiueth, and euery member of Chri­ſtes body muſt be faſhioned like vn­to the head, if the afflictions of this world are manifeſt tokens to the children of God, of his fauour and loue towards them, and ſure pledges of their adoptiō: how can we looke, or how can we deſire to bee exemp­ted [Page]from this common condition of God his owne children and houſe­hold? To this end therefore (right Honorable Ladie) I haue tranſlated this little booke, firſt to admoniſh ſome (who for lacke of experience, neuer feeling other daies than theſe full of peace and quietnes) that they learne to applie vnto themſelues whatſoeuer they heare or reade of the triall of GOD his children, leaſt falſelie imagining it to appertaine either to the times that are paſt, or to other Nations, it fall ſodainlie vpon them as a theefe in the night, & they be deſtitute of all hope and comfort. Secondlie, to awake others aboun­ding both in knowledge and other graces, whom notwithſtanding, ſa­tan (by the deceaueable luſts & vaine pleaſures of this wicked world) hath ſo rockt a ſleepe, that they ſeeme al­moſt, as they that are diſeaſed with the Lethargie, to haue forgottē both [Page]themſelues, their holie calling and profeſsion. Laſt of all, to comfort an other ſort, whome it hath pleaſed GOD ſo to preſſe downe with ſor­rowes, and to exerciſe with the con­tinuall afflictions and calamities of this mortall life, as no times ſeeming fauourable vnto thē, they can ſcarſe receiue the words of any comfort. And becauſe your Honor hath been of long time, not onlie a profeſſour, but alſo a louer of the trueth, whom the Lord (exalting to an higher place of dignitie than many other) hath ſet vp, as it were a light vpō an high candleſticke, to giue light vnto ma­nie, I haue eſpeciallie dedicated vn­to your Honour this my poore tra­uaile, humblie beſeeching the Lord to make it no leſſe comfortable to your Honour, and to thoſe that ſhall reade it, than it hath been vnto me who haue tranſlated it. Euerie one in his calling is bound to doo ſome­what [Page]to the furtherance of the holie building; but becauſe great things by reaſon of my ſex, I may not doo, and that which I may, I ought to doo, I haue according to my duetie, brought my poore basket of ſtones to the ſtrengthning of the walles of that Ieruſalem, whereof (by grace) wee are all both Citizens and mem­bers. And now to returne to thoſe whō experience hath not yet taught, and whom proſperitie will not ſuf­fer to awake: I earneſtlie beſeech them both in the Lord, no longer to deceiue themſelues with vaine ima­ginations, neither to ſuffer their hearts ſo to be tied to earthlie vani­ties, that they ſhould deſpiſe or neg­lect thoſe things that cā truely make them happie indeed. When it ſhall pleaſe GOD to open their eyes to diſcerne betweene heauenlie and earthly, betweene things tranſitorie, and things euerlaſting, I know they [Page]will of themſelues bee aſhamed of this their negligence. For what are all the pleaſant things of this world, which moſt bewitch the minds of men, if they be compared with hea­uenlie and eternall things? If ſtatelie & ſumptuous buildings do delight; what building is ſo ſtatelie and glo­rious as newe Ieruſalem? If riches; what ſo rich as that, whoſe pauemēt is of pure gold, whoſe foundations and walls of precious ſtones, & gates of orient pearles? If friends, kinſ­folke and neighbours; what Citie ſo repleniſhed as this, where God him­ſelfe in his Maieſtie, Ieſus Chriſt the head of the Church in his glorie, & all the holie Angels, Patriarchs, Pro­phets, Apoſtles and Martirs do dwel together in happineſſe for euer? If honor; what honor comparable to this, to be the ſeruant and child of ſo mightie a King, and heire of ſo glo­rious a kingdome; where neither [Page]time doth conſume, nor enuie de­priue of honour, nor power of ad­uerſarie ſpoyle of glorie, that is end­les & incōprehenſible? If then there be no compariſon betweene things heauenlie and things that are earth­lie, and no man can attaine to the things that are heauenlie, but by the ſame way that Chriſt himſelfe at­tained vnto them; which was by the croſſe: why (caſting off all impedi­ments that preſſeth downe) doo we not runne on our courſe with chere­fulnes and hope, hauing Chriſt ſo mightie a King, for our Captaine & guide, who (as the Apoſtle ſaith) for the glorie that was ſet before him, indured the croſſe, and deſpiſing the ſhame, ſitteth now at the right hand of the throne of God? How ſlowe and dull of heart are wee, if as Eſau, (who for a meſſe of pottage ſold his birthright) wee are contented for a ſmall and ſhort pleaſure in this wic­ked [Page]world, to leeſe that incompa­rable and euerlaſting glorie, which Chriſt the ſonne of GOD with ſo great a price hath purchaſed for vs. The Lord giue vs wiſedome to vn­derſtand, & grace to heare his voice while it is ſaide to day, that when daies and nights & times ſhall ceaſe, wee may (without time) enter into his ioye and reſt which neuer ſhall haue end. The Lord euer preſerue your Honor; and adde vnto a mul­titude of happie yeares ſpent in his feare, a continuall increaſe of al ſpiritual graces to his glo­rie, and your endles comfort.
Your Honors in the Lord moſt humble A.P.



To the faithfull of the Low Countrie.
[Page]
IT is not without reaſon (right deare and worſhip­full bretheren) that the Church of Chriſt is called militant vpon earth: and compared as well to a wo­man in trauaile of child from the begin­ning of the world, as to a ſhip vpon the ſea toſſed with tempests, and to a field tilled, vpon which the plowe is drawne to cut it. The preſent estate of the Church exerci­ſed by ſo manie diſſipations, aſſailed ſo mightelie by continuall warres (the mo­ther and nurſe of all calamities) and af­flicted by reuolts, by Libertines, by people prophane, and by ſo many heretiques, is to vs a liuelie mirrour, a manifeſt ſeale, and an example good to be marked. Now, as the infirmitie of the fleſh which dieth not in the verie children of God, but at their death, taketh from thence, and from other matter, occaſion of temptations moſt dan­gerous, and many aſſaults: ſo the bounden [Page]duetie & affection which I beare towards you, driueth me to teſtifie vnto you the fer­uent deſire which I feele continuallie in my heart, of your comfort, constancie and per­ſeuerance in the way of ſaluation. For this cauſe it is that in my voiage frō Germanie I made this little treatiſe Of the markes of the children of God, & of their con­ſolations in their afflictions: the which (being GOD be thanked returned) J was willing, with the aduiſe of my brethren and fellowes in the holie Ministerie, to put to light & dedicate vnto you, to the end that reading it you might knowe and feele more and more the incomprehenſible grace of GOD towards you, by the testimonies of your adoption, and the full aſſurance of the certaintie of it: and that in the middeſt of your ſo long and heauie afflictions, you might bee partakers of the vnſpeakable comforts which GOD ſetteth forth to his children in his word: whereby alſo you feeling your ſelues truelie happie, you maie constantlie perſeuer in his holie trueth and obedience of his will, aſpiring with contēt­ment and ioy of the holie Ghoſt to the in­ioying of that kingdome of glorie, the right [Page]and poſſeſſion whereof is purchaſed for you, and kept in your head Ieſus Chriſt. Final­lie, J pray God with all my heart to ſhewe me this fauour, that this my little labour may bee acceptable vnto you, and that it will pleaſe him to bleſſe it, by the efficacie of his holie ſpirit, to your comfort and ſal­uation, and to the aduancement of the Kingdome of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt: Harlem 15. Sep­tember 1586.
Your humble brother and ſeruant in Chriſt: Iohn Taffin Miniſter of the ho­lie Goſpell in the French Church at Harlem.



The matters that are handled in this Treatiſe.
[Page]
[Page]
	1 OF the great and incomprehenſible happi­nes of the life euerlaſting promiſed to the children of God.
	2 How wee knowe that wee are the children of God.
	3 How euerie member of the Church ought to applie to himſelfe the markes of it, to aſſure himſelfe of his adoption and ſaluation.
	4 How wee ought & may aſſure our ſelues that wee are the children of GOD, although the markes of our adoption be in vs but ſmall and weake.
	5 That the Apoſtacie and reuolt of ſome who haue made profeſſion of the true religion, ought not to cauſe vs to call in doubt either the doctrine, or our adoption.
	6 That afflictions ought not to make vs doubt of our adoption, but rather to confirme vs.
	7 That the afflictions which come vnto vs were foretold, and therfore they ought to confirme vs in the aſſurance of our adoption.
	8 That the children of GOD haue at all times been afflicted, and yet beloued of God.
	9 That the common afflictions of the children of Adam, are to the faithfull, becauſe of the excellent fruites of them, teſtimonies of their adoption, and of the loue of GOD towards them.
	[Page]10 Of the afflictions for Chriſtes ſake, and of the fruites of them.
	11 Other fruites of the afflictions for the name of Chriſt.
	12 An exhortation to perſeuer conſtantlie in the trueth of the Goſpell, in the time of per­ſecution: not to feare death: for man to keepe himſelfe from Apoſtacie and diſſimu­lation: To vſe the holie Miniſterie: To walke in the feare of God, and to pray vnto him.
	13 Holie meditations and praiers.



CAP. 1.
Of the great and incomprehenſible felici­tie of the euerlasting life promiſed to the children of God.

SAint Paul hath ve­rie aptlie ſet forth vnto vs the incom­prehenſible excel­lencie of the feli­citie of the childrē of GOD, ſaying, That the eye hath not ſeene, 1. Cor. 2.9. the eare hath not heard, neither hath it entred into the heart of man, what things God hath pre­pared for thoſe that loue him. According to this ſentence, Saint Augustine, ten­ding to the ſame butt, ſaith of the [Page]goodnes of grace:Aug. Enar­rat. 2. Pſal. 26. Tom. 8. Let your hearts goe beyond all that you are able to compre­hend, and ſtay not your ſelues at the great­nes and excellencie of it which you ima­gine: but ſay, yet this is not it; for if it were it, it could not enter into thy thought and heart. This happines then cannot bee comprehended by vs according to the greatnes and excellencie of it, ſo long as wee dwell in theſe earthlie manſions,2. Cor. 5.1. 1. Cor. 13.9 where we knowe God but in part and darkly. Notwithſtanding, ſeeing the ſame Apoſtle addeth, that the holie Ghoſt who ſearcheth the moſt deep things of God,1. Cor. 13.12. hath giuen vs ſome reuelation:1. Cor 2.10. Seeing alſo he praied to God for the Epheſians; That he would open the eyes of their vn­derſtanding,Ephe. 1.18. that they might knowe, what is the hope of their vocation, and what are the riches of the glorie of his inheritance among the Saints: we ſhould be too vnthankful to God, and enemies of our owne comfort, if wee ſhould make curteſie or refuſe to vnderſtād that, which it pleaſeth him to reueale vnto vs by his word. Now, [Page]in it this felicitie is oftentimes ſigni­fied by the promiſe of life euerlaſting, and not without reaſon. For in our felicitie,Life euerla­ſting com­prehendeth the felicitie of the chil­drē of God. two poynts may and ought ſpeciallie to bee conſidered: firſt, the greatnes and excellencie of the good thing: ſecondlie, the long continu­ance and ſurenes of it. Now, both the one and the other is noted by theſe words, life euerlasting: For by life is ſignified the greatnes of the felicitie, and by euerlaſting, the infinite length of it. As touching life, wee may conſi­der three degrees as wel in the bodie,Three de­grees of life to the body and to the ſoule. as ſpeciallie in the ſoule. The firſt de­gree of life as touching the ſoule,The firſt degree of life. is ment by this peace of conſcience, and ioy of the holie Ghoſt which wee re­ceiue and feele, being reconciled to God in Ieſus Chriſt.Rom. 5.1. And this peace and beginning of life, ſurmounteth al vnderſtanding,Philip. 4.7. as Saint Paule doth witnes, & God his children doo feele. And indeed it is a thing rauiſhing our ſoules with ioye vnſpeakable, when GOD maketh the brightnes of his face to ſhine vpon vs: As alſo Dauid [Page]ſheweth,Pſalm. 80. whē he asketh ſo oft of God this grace, for a full meaſure of all fe­licitie. As touching the bodie, the firſt degree of life lieth in this, that the af­flictions of it be not onlie mitigated, & made light by this life of the ſoule reconciled to God, and feeling ioye through the brightnes of his counte­nance,Rom. 8.27. Heb. 12.6. but alſo are conuerted (being the fruits of the loue of God towards vs) into ſaluation and glorie. The ſe­cond degree of life may bee conſide­red in the ſeperation of the ſoule and the bodie,The ſecond degree of life. the which improperlie (as touching the faithful) is called death. For euen as touching our bodies, al­though they goe to rot in the earth, yet being then deliuered, and free from all ſicknes, from hunger, thirſt, heate, cold, and from a thouſand o­ther torments, which of their nature are a kind of death, they goe to reſt in their beds,Eſay. 57.1. as Eſai ſaith; and being de­liuered from their labours and tra­uailes,Apoca. 14.13. they are bleſſed, as Saint Iohn ſaith. And this reſt proceeding from the fauour of God, cannot properlie [Page]be called death, but is to them a kind of life. But ſpeciallie the ſoule thē en­treth into the poſſeſsion of the ſe­cond degree of life. For being deliue­red from the bodie, ſhe is carried vp by the Angels into the boſome of A­braham, Luk. 16.22 Luk. 23.43 and into Paradiſe with Ieſus Chriſt, exempted then from igno­rance, from incredulitie, frō miſtruſt, from couetouſnes, ambition, enuie, hatred, feare, terrour, luſtes, and from all other paſsions, vices and corrup­tions which are deadlie in thē, which alſo bring forth the fruites of death. And contrariwiſe, is then fully ſancti­fied, victorious, and aſſured againſt Satan, Hell, ſinne and all other ene­mies: waiting after that, with great ioye, for the accompliſhment of her glorie in the reſurrection of her bo­die. The third degre,The third degree of life. ſhall bee at the glorious comming of Ieſus Chriſt, when our bodies being awaked out of their ſleepe, they ſhall riſe againe all renued, bodies incorruptible,1. Cor. 15.42. ſpi­rituall and immortall,Philip. 3.21 yea faſhioned like to the image of the glorious bo­die [Page]of Ieſus Chriſt: And ſo being ioy­ned together againe to their ſoules,1. Theſſ. 4.17. they ſhall be together caught vp into the clowdes before our Lord Ieſus Chriſt in the ayre,Ephe. 4.10. Ioh. 14.2. Ioh. 17.24. and exalted aboue all the heauens, into the houſe of God our father.1. Theſſ. 4.17. Then alſo ſhall be the ac­compliſhmēt of the life of our ſoules reunited to their bodies, being toge­ther where Ieſus Chriſt is, and with him, as members of his bodie, his brethren, and his ſpouſe, vnited to him, & by him, to God the fountaine of life. And by this vnion inioying a communitie in all his goods, and of this incorruptible inheritance,1. Pet. 1.4. which can neither faile nor fade away, refer­ued for vs in heauen. Then ſhall God wipe all teares from our eyes,Reue. 21.4. & death ſhall be no more, neither ſhal there be any ſorrow, crie or trauaile any more. All theſe old things ſhall be gone a­way: God ſhall make all things new. Then ſhall we be before the throne of God,Reue. 7.14. and ſhall ſerue him night and day in his Temple, and ſhall be led by the Lambe to the liuing fountaines [Page]of waters.Reue. 19.7. Then ſhall be the day of our mariage with the Lambe, when being clothed with pure & bright raiments, wee ſhall ſit at his mariage banquet. Then ſhal we be like vnto the Angels. If our bodies ſhall ſhine then as the Sunne,Matth. 22.30. what ſhall the brightnes of our ſoules be?Matth. 13.43. Then our pilgrimage being finiſhed, we ſhall be indeed the citizens of this heauenlie and holie Ieruſalem,Bern. me­ditation. 9. which ſhall bee all of pure gold like vnto the cleere glaſſe:Reue 21.18. ha­uing the foundations of the wall gar­niſhed with pretious ſtones: where­of alſo the twelue gates, are twelue pearles: which hath no need of the Sunne, nor of the Moone to ſhine in it, becauſe the brightnes of God ſhall be the light of it, and the Lambe him ſelfe ſhall be the candle of it. O how happie ſhall the citizens be, that ſhall liue in ſuch a Citie? See then what good things are ſignified by life euer­laſting, and the three degrees of it. But Saint Paul lifteth vs vp yet higher into the contemplation of this life which wee ſhall inioy after the reſur­rection. [Page]Then,1. Cor. 15.24. ſaith Saint Paule, Ieſus Chriſt ſhall giue vp his kingdome vn­to God his father, as if he ſhould ſay: Father, behold thoſe whom thou haſt giuen to me before the foundation of the world: they were loſt, & thou diddeſt ſend me to ſaue them: I haue redeemed them with my bloud; thou haſt appoynted me King ouer them: they are my kingdome which I haue gotten, and which I haue ſo guided and gouerned, that hauing ſanctified and deliuered them from all their e­nemies, I haue brought, giuen and preſented thē vnto thee, that hauing as touching my ſelfe, accompliſhed the worke & charge which thou had­deſt enioyned me, frō this time forth, thou maieſt be king raigning imme­diatlie in them, and filling them with all happines and glorie. Then ſhall there be no creature either in heauen or in earth, that ſhall haue any domi­nation or Lordſhip. There ſhall bee neither King nor Prince,1. Cor. 15.28. neither Ma­ſter nor Lord. There ſhall bee neither father, mother, husband nor wife. [Page]There ſhall be neither Prophet, Doc­tor, Miniſter nor Paſtour. There ſhall be neither riches, nor eſtates. All the enemies alſo of Ieſus Chriſt ſhall bee deſtroyed for euermore, death being ſwallowed vp into victorie, and Satan with his angels, and all the reprobate being caſt into the bottomleſſe pit. Contrariwiſe, the Elect being fullie ſanctified, ſhall bee lifted vp both in bodie & ſoule aboue all the heauens. The worke of Chriſt ſhall be finiſhed. And all being done.Reue. 21.6. The verie ſame offices which Chriſt hath receiued, & ſhall exerciſe for the accompliſhment of our ſaluation, to be a King, a Prieſt, and a Prophet, and to ſit at the right hand of God, ſhall ceaſe, but ſo, as the fruites and the incomprehenſible be­nefits gotten by thē vnto the church, ſhal euer abide to his euerlaſting glo­rie. But what ſhall that be then? God the Father, the Sonne, and the Holie ghoſt, one onlie God ſhall be imme­diatlie all thinges, both in this man Chriſt, and in all vs the members of his bodie. The Godhead (I ſay) ſhall [Page]be in the man Ieſus Chriſt and in vs, King, Prince, father, riches, life and glorie. To be ſhort, all things, & ſuch a heape of happines and felicitie, that as ſundrie veſſels caſt into the ſea are full of water, ſo as they can neither want, nor haue more: So this ſea of Diuinitie being all things in vs al, we ſhall be filled and ſatiſfied with life & glorie, ſo as we can neither want, nor receiue more. Then ſhall we not onlie taſt how ſweete our God ſhall be,Pſal. 34.9. but we ſhall be filled and throughlie ſa­tiſfied with his ſweetnes moſt won­derfull.Cipri. de aſcē. Chriſti 1. Cor. 15.18. Then ſhall the ſonne himſelfe be ſubiect to the father, to wit, as tou­ching his humanitie: but that ſhall be for the increaſe of his glorie, and our felicitie. For the ſonne of man a­biding ſtill vnited to the ſonne of God,Auguſt. lib. 80. quaeſt. 69. & lib. de trinit. 1. cap. 8. and then ceaſing the gouerne­ment which he ſhall haue vntill the reſurrection, God ſhall in ſuch ſort be in this ſonne of man, and in vs, that the maieſtie and brightnes of the di­uinitie then raigning immediatlie, ſhall cauſe the difference between the [Page]diuinitie of Chriſt,Ihe. 17.22. and his humane nature ſubiect vnto it to appeare. But as the principall glorie of the ſonne of man,Phil. 2.7. is to be vnited vnto the ſonne of God in one perſon, and that this his diuinitie ſhall be for the moſt part as it were, hid vntil that day, and that then it ſhall bee fullie reuealed: how much more the diuine maieſtie of the ſonne of God, ſhall cauſe the ſub­iection of the ſonne of man to ap­peare, ſo much the greater ſhall ap­peare the glorie of this ſonne of man vnited in one perſon to the Godhead then raigning in his full maieſtie and glorie. As (if a mā may find any thing neuer ſo little to repreſent this high myſterie) wee may conſider, that the felicitie and glorie of the brethren of Ioſeph was ſo much the greater,Gen. 47. that by the greatnes of Ioſeph, exalted to the gouernment of Aegypt, they were ſubiect vnto him, and there appeared a great difference between Joſeph and his brethren, not by the diminiſhing of them, but by the increaſing of Io­ſeph, his brethren hauing this happi­nes [Page]and honor, to be the brethren of Ioſeph, ſo much more great and hono­rable, by how much, the greatnes of the maieſtie & glorie of Ioſeph, made their ſubiection more to appeare. And this is it that may in ſome ſort be noted in the church. For although that now, her ſubiection and the dif­ference appeare betweene her, gathe­red and compoſed of ſinfull men, ha­uing their ſanctification and their life of their head Ieſus Chriſt: and be­tweene him verie GOD, and perfect man ſitting at the right hand of God the father almightie: yet as then, the more great the glorie of Chriſt ſhall appeare, ſhewing himſelfe immediat­lie with his diuine maieſtie in his brightnes: ſo much the more cleare­lie ſhall the ſubiection and difference of the Church appeare, not by dimi­niſhing the happines and glorie of it, but by the increaſe of the glory of her head, brother and bridegrome: The Church hauing this happines & ho­nor, to be, and ſtil to abide vnited vn­to Chriſt, making with her this new [Page]man, whereof Saint Paule ſpeaketh,Ephe. 2.15. yea ſo much the more happie & glo­rious, by how much the excellencie of the maieſtie and glorie of Chriſt, the ſonne of man with vs, ſhall exceed in greatnes, being vnited to the ſonne of God, ſhining then with the Father and the Holie ghoſt, one onlie GOD in his diuine maieſtie. Hereof alſo it followeth, that our chiefe felicitie ſhalbe to behold this glorie of Chriſt. And indeed this is that benefite and happines which he asked for vs of God his father, ſaying: Father,Ioh. 17.24. my deſire for thoſe whome thou haſt gi­uen me, is, that they bee where I am, and that they may ſee my glorie. And what glorie? That we ſhould ſee him,1. Ioh. 3.2. as he ſhall bee in maieſtie incompre­henſible as touching his Godhead, and conſequentlie in ſoueraigne glo­rie as touching his humanitie vnited to this diuine maieſtie. Behold alſo how this ſhall be accompliſhed which is written,1. Cor. 13.12. that wee ſhall ſee God face to face for the accompliſhmēt of our felicitie. Which that we may the bet­ter [Page]comprehend,Ioh. 15.11. Ioh. 16.24. Matth. 25.21. we muſt finallie con­clude, that the fruit thereof, ſhall bee this, ioy full and perfect, which Chriſt hath promiſed vs, promiſing further, to make vs enter into the ioye of our Lord.Aug. in ma­nuel. cap. 35. Saint Augustine in a certaine meditation (which is inded both ho­lie and heauenlie) ſheweth verie ex­cellentlie, how great this our ioy ſhall be, and that ioy of our Lord which we ſhall enter into. Hauing diſcourſed of the euerlaſting felicitie of the chil­dren of God, thus he ſaith. O heart humane, poore & needy, O hart exer­ciſed with miſeries, & almoſt cōſumed of thē, what ſhould thy ioy be, if thou haddeſt the full inioying of the aboū ­dāce of theſe good things? Aske of thy ſoule if thou were capable of the ioy, which thou ſhouldeſt feele of one ſuch felicitie. But if beſides, any other whō thou loueſt as thy ſelfe, ſhould inioye the ſame happines with thee, ſurelie this ſuperabounding ioy which thou ſhouldeſt feele of thine own happines, ſhould it not be twiſe doubled, for the glorie & the ioy of him whō thou lo­ueſt [Page]as thy ſelf, & for whoſe happines, thou ſhouldeſt bee as ioyfull as for thine owne happines? Now, if there were two, three, yea a great nūber in­ioying the ſame happines with thee, whom alſo thou louedſt as thy ſelfe, thou ſhouldeſt feele as much ioy for the happines of each of them, as for thine owne happines. What then ſhall be in this perfect charitie, when wee ſhall loue all the bleſſed angels, and all the elect, louing euerie each one of them euen as our ſelues, and being no leſſe ioyfull of the felicitie of each of them, than of our owne? Surelie if ne­uer a one of the elect ſhall be capable of his owne ioy for the greatnes of it, how ſhall he bee capable of ſo manie ioyes for the happines of ſo manie of the elect, for whom he ſhall feele as much ioy, as for his owne? Loe what it is Saint Auguſtine ſaith. But yet how much ſhall this ioy be augmented for the happines, felicitie and glorie of this elect of God, in whome wee our ſelues haue been elected, who hauing died for the elect, ſhall ſanctifie, pre­ſerue [Page]and lift them vp into heauen to the inioying of this felicitie? who is not onlie man holie and iuſt, but alſo true God, eſpeciallie beholding him in his glorie, to bee vnited in one per­ſon to the Godhead then ſhining in his Maieſtie. Surelie if wee, louing o­ther elect as our ſelues, ſhould haue as much ioy of the happines of each of them, as of our own, what ſhall be the ioy that we ſhall receiue of the happi­nes and glorie of this ſoueraigne E­lect Ieſus Chriſt, whom by good right we ſhould loue more than our ſelues? See then more than a ſea of ioy pro­ceeding from the happines of the ſer­uants of God. Let vs now vnderſtand the great deapth of ioy which we ſhall feele, entering into the ioye of our Lord. The cauſe why wee ſhould loue God (ſaith Saint Bernard) is God him ſelfe.Bernard in tract. de di­ligendo deo. And the meaſure which wee ought to keepe in this loue, is to loue him without meaſure, and ſo, infinit­lie. But according to that wee knowe him,1. Cor. 13.12. we loue him. But now we knowe him, but in part, and as it were in [Page]darknes; euen ſo very little and ob­ſcure is the loue which we beare him. But when wee ſhall knowe him as he is, wee ſhall loue him according as he is. What ſhall our loue bee towards him then,1. Cor. 15.24. when Ieſus Chriſt hauing giuen ouer his kingdome to God his Father, God the Father, the Sonne, and the Holie ghoſt one onlie God,1. Cor. 15.28. ſhall bee all things, in this man Ieſus Chriſt, and in vs? and when wee ſhall knowe him as hee is, beholding the brightnes of his face, and his God­head then raigning immediatly in vs, & filling vs with all happines? With­out doubt this contemplation of the glory of the diuine maieſtie ſhal bring forth in vs an infinite loue towards God. Now (to returne to the medita­tion of Saint Augustine) if according to that we loue each one, wee ſhould reioyce of his happines. Then as in this bleſſed felicitie each one of vs ſhall loue God without compariſon, more than himſelfe, and more than all the Angels and elect with vs: ſo ſhall we feele more ioy without com­pariſon [Page]of the bleſſednes and glorie of God, than of our owne, or of al the Angels and the elect with vs. And if then wee ſhall loue God with all our heart, with all our ſoule, with all our vnderſtanding: yet ſo as al our hart, al our vnderſtanding, and all our ſoule ſhall not be capable of the excellencie of this loue: Surelie wee ſhall ſo feele ioy with all our heart, with all our vn­derſtanding, and with all our ſoule, as yet all our heart, al our vnderſtanding and all our ſoule ſhall not bee able to comprehend the fulnes of this ioye. Howſoeuer it bee then, that this full ioy, yea more than full, through the greatnes of it (whereof all our heart, all our vnderſtanding, & all our ſoule ſhall not be capable) cannot enter in­to vs: It ſhall remaine that we, (filled with the ſea of ioye of the felicitie of the Angels, and of all the elect) ſhall enter into this great deapth of ioye proceeding from the contemplation of the glorie of our God. And this ſhalbe the ioy of the Lord,Matth. 25.21. into which all his faithfull ſeruants ſhall enter. [Page]Now, when this felicitie ſo great, and ioy incomprehenſible, ſhall indure ſo manie yeares as there bee drops of water in the ſea,Of the eter­nitie of the life to come or graines of ſand in the whole earth, yet ſhould not this be a perfect happines. For how­ſoeuer the continuance ſhall ſeeme to vs infinite, yet the end will once come. And indeed the drops of wa­ter, and the graines of the ſand are numbred before God. But this our felicitie and ioy ſhal laſt without end. Such ſhall bee the life euerlaſting: As alſo Saint John ſaith,Apoc. 22.5. 1. Tim. 1.17. we ſhall raigne in heauen world without end. We ſhall bee the kingdome of that immortall king whom Eſai calleth the father of eternitie,Eſai. 9.6. who hath promiſed life and immortalitie to thoſe that ſhall be­leeue the Goſpell.2. Tim. 1.10. Alſo death ſhall then bee ſwallowed vp into victorie. The author and prince of life,1. Cor. 15.45. hauing vanquiſhed the diuell,Act. 3.15. who had the rule ouer death, ſhall make vs parta­kers of the life that is euerlaſting. And as we ſhall be vnited to the fountaine of life,Heb. 2.14. Apoc. 21.6 ſo ſhall it run in vs eternallie. [Page]For as the fountain of this life which we ſhall inioy, hath no beginning, ſo the life that procedeth from it, ſhall haue no end. The mercie of GOD (ſaith S. Bernard) is from eternitie to eternitie vppon thoſe that feare him; from eternitie, becauſe of the prede­ſtination; to eternitie, becauſe of the glorification: The one hath no begin­ning, the other hath no ending. This therefore ſhall be a happines incom­prehenſible for the greatnes, and in­finite for the eternitie of it. Behold alſo how we ſhall then inioy a ful and perfectioy,Ioh. 16.22. which ſhal neuer be taken away from vs. Now, this life is promi­ſed and aſſured to all the children of God, in as much as they are heires of God the fountaine of life,Rom. 8.17. Pſal. 36.10. Ioh. 14.6. Ioh. 3.15. & coheires and members of Ieſus Chriſt, who is the way, the trueth, and the life: who alſo hath ſo oftē proteſted, that who­ſoeuer beleeueth in him, he hath life euerlaſting.Ioh. 6. Let vs conclude then, that the children of God are truelie and onlie bleſſed, being aſſured to inioye this great and incomprehēſible hap­pines [Page]of life euerlaſting, which is pur­chaſed, promiſed, and kept for them in Ieſus Chriſt our Lord.


CAP. 2.
How we ſhall knowe that we are the chil­dren of God.

OF this concluſion it fol­loweth, that there is no greater ioy or content­mēt in this preſent life, or any thing more ſure or more neceſſarie for the happie o­uercomming the difficulties of it, thā to knowe and feele that wee are the children of God. For this foundation being laid, wee ought to bee aſſured that whatſoeuer ſhall happen vnto vs, can bee none other than the bleſsing of a father, and ſo conſequentlie a meane, aide, and way diſpoſed by his prouidence, either to leade vs vnto life euerlaſting, or to increaſe our glo­rie in it. True it is, that GOD onelie knoweth his owne,2. Tim. 2.19. whom hee hath [Page]choſen before the foundation of the world to bee his children.2. markes of our a­doption. Yet there are two principall meanes by which he giueth vs to vnderſtand who are his children: the one is outward, by markes viſible vnto men: the other is inward by teſtimonies, which he that is the child of GOD feeleth in himſelfe. The outward marke lieth in this,Of the out­ward mark that we be mēbers of the church of Chriſt. Now, wee call that the church of Chriſt, in which the word of God is trulie preached, the Sacramēts are purelie miniſtred, and one onelie God is called vpon in the name of his onelie ſonne Ieſus Chriſt.Matth. 13. Firſt, this Church is often called the kingdome of heauen, becauſe that by it, wee en­ter in thether; ſo that it is (as it were) the ſuburbs or the gate of it. Where­of it followeth, that being the true members of the Church, we are in the way and forwardnes to enter, & make our abode in heauen.Mat. 21.13. It is alſo called the houſe of God, to giue vs to vnder­ſtand,Ephe. 2.19. that thoſe that abide there, are by good right accompted the childrē [Page]and houſehold of God. Furthermore, when after wee haue proteſted in our Creede, that wee beleeue the holie Church vniuerſall, we adde the com­munion of Saints, the forgiuenes of ſinnes, the riſing againe of the bodie, and the life euerlaſting: is not this to aſſure vs that thoſe that are the mem­bers of the Church, haue a communi­tie in all theſe treaſures and goods of it, and conſequently that they are the children of God, and inheritours of euerlaſting life? According vnto this S. Luke alſo ſaith reſolutlie,Act. 2.47. that God ioyned vnto the Church thoſe that ſhould be ſaued. The which is confir­med by the Prophet Ioel ſaying,Ioel. 2.32. that there ſhall be ſaluation in Sion. And S. Paule himſelfe ſticketh not at all,1. Theſ. 1.4 to call thoſe that are the members of the Church, the elect of God. But yet ſo much the more to reſolue vs, let vs conſider the marks of the true church touched here before. The firſt is, the pure preaching of the word of God. Now, Ieſus Chriſt ſaith, my ſheepe heare my voyce, and they follow me:Ioh. 10.27. [Page]ſhewing thereby very manifeſtly, that this is one marke to bee the child of God,Ioh. 8.47. to heare the voyce of his ſonne Ieſus Chriſt: As alſo he ſaith in ano­ther place,2. Cor. 5.18 Ephe. 6.15. Act. 14.3. Act. 20.32. Act. 13.26. Act 5.20. Phil. 2.15. that is of God, hea­reth the voyce of God. And indeed, ſeeing that the preaching of the Go­ſpell is called the miniſterie of recon­ciliation, the Goſpell of peace, the word of grace, of ſaluation and of life, (as without doubt, God by the mini­ſterie of his word, preſenteth Recon­ciliation, peace, grace, ſaluation and life): So they that are the members of the Church, heare and receiue the word, ſhew therein, that they are par­takers of all theſe benefites, and con­ſequentlie, the children of God. The ſecond mark of the Church conſiſteth in the Sacraments of Baptiſme and of the Lords ſupper. As touching Bap­tiſme, it is a ſeale & ſure warrant that the ſinnes of thoſe that receiue it are waſhed away by the bloud of Chriſt:Act. 22.5. Rom. 6.4. Tit. 3.5. Gal. 3.27. that they are ingrafted and incorpo­rate into his death and reſurrection: that they are regenerate, & that they [Page]haue put on Ieſus Chriſt. Whereof it followeth, as S. Paule affirmeth,Gal. 3.26. that they are the children of God. The like aſſurance of our adoption is gi­uen vs in the Lords ſupper. For if the bread and the cup,1. Cor. 10.16. which are giuen to the members of the Church, are the communion of the bodie and of the bloud of Ieſus Chriſt: it follow­eth that in this communiō of Chriſt, they haue the foode and life of their ſoules. And that conſequentlie, as the children of GOD, they ſhall obtaine life euerlaſting, according to the pro­teſtation of Chriſt. He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my bloud,Ioh. 6.54. he hath euerlaſting life. The third marke of the Church of God, is the inuoca­tion of the name of God, in the name of that onlie one leſus Chriſt. Now,Pſal. 14 4. Gen. 12.7. Act. 2.21. Act. 9.14. as all the ſeruice of God is oftentimes ſignified by this inuocation: So Saint Luke noteth the faithful and children of God by this deſcription, that they call vpon the name of the Lord. As on the contrarie ſide,Pſal. 14.4. it is ſaid of the reprobate, that they do not call vpon [Page]the name of God. And indeede when the members of the Church ioyne together and lift vp their praiers vnto God,Matth. 6.9. ſaying: Our Father which art in heauen: and ſo calling him father, by the commandement of Chriſt, they may well aſſure themſelues that God doth acknowledge them for his chil­dren, and that he wil make them feele the fruit of their praiers, according to the promiſe of Chriſt,Mat. 18.19. that whatſoe­uer they ſhall with one conſent aske of GOD, it ſhall bee giuen them. By this that is aboue ſaid, it manifeſtlie appeareth, how euerie member of the Church may and ought to aſſure him ſelfe to be the child of God, and to ac­knowledge all other members of the Church with him in like manner to be the children of God. If any alledge that we may thus accompt ſuch a one for the child of God, who poſsiblie is an hypocrite, and may after ſhewe himſelfe a reprobate, we anſwere, that ſuch diſcourſes are contrarie to cha­ritie, ſo much recommended vnto vs by Saint Paule, 1. Cor. 13. noting amongſt other [Page]properties of charitie, that ſhe thin­keth not euill, or is not ſuſpitious, but that ſhe beleeueth all things, and ho­peth all things. Wee ought then to hold the members of the Church, for the children of GOD. vntill that de­parting from it, or diſcouering their hypocriſie, they ſhewe themſelues re­probates. Furthermore, as GOD would that al thoſe to whō he vouch­ſafeth to bee father, ſhould acknow­ledge the Church for their mother: ſo let vs not doubt, but being borne againe, and nouriſhed in the Church our mother, we may call God our fa­ther, and abiding vnited to the fami­lie of the mother, let vs not doubt but that wee bee the heires of the father. Thus much for the outward markes.
Now let vs come to the inwarde markes. As to the blind and deaffe the opening of their eyes and eares is needfull, clearelie to ſee and heare the voyce of him that ſpeaketh:Of the in­ward marks of our a­doption. So being of our owne nature both blind and deaffe as touching vnderſtanding, the holie ſpirit is hee, that openeth our [Page]eyes and eares, to comprehend there­uelation of our adoption, and to feele in our harts the aſſurance of it, ingen­dring in vs faith, which is as it were the hand, by which wee apprehend this great benefite: whereof alſo the fruites and effects as well of the holie ghoſt dwelling in vs, as of the faith that is in vs, are the principall & moſt aſſured markes, to giue vs knowledge of our adoption. A ccording where­vnto,Rom. 8.16. Saint Paule ſaith, that the Holie ghoſt giueth teſtimonie to our ſpirits that we are the children of God, ſo as hauing receiued this ſpirit of adop­tion, wee crie with all aſſurance, Abba father.1. Ioh. 3.24 This is it alſo which S. John tea­cheth vs, ſaying: we know that he abi­deth in vs, by the ſpirit which he hath giuen vs.1. Ioh. 4.13 Alſo, By this we knowe that we dwell in him, and he in vs, becauſe he hath giuen of his ſpirit vnto vs. In like manner the Apoſtle S. Paule af­firmeth,Rom. 5.1. that by the peace and quiet­nes which we feele in our conſciences before GOD in the free forgiuenes of our ſinnes by the bloud of Ieſus [Page]Chriſt, we ſhewe and prooue that wee are iuſtified by faith, and ſo the chil­dren of God. Wherein to confirme vs, he ſaith in another place, that after wee haue beleeued, wee are ſealed by the holie ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt penie of our inheritance,Ephe. 1.13. vntill the redemption of the poſſeſ­ſion purchaſed to the praiſe of his glorie. Firſt he ſheweth there, that faith is as it were the ſeale whereby the Holie ghoſt imprinteth in our hearts for our aſſurance, that wee are the children of God. Furthermore, as in a thing that is bought there is ſom­times giuen an earneſt penie, to wit, ſome part of the monie agreed on, as well for the beginning of the paimēt, as by conſequent, for the aſſurance that the bargaine ſhall be held firme: ſo the holie ghoſt, who by faith ingē ­dreth peace and ioye in the hearts of the faithfull, is the earneſt penie, aſſu­ring vs, by this beginning, of the ſpiri­tuall bleſsings which God promiſeth to his children, that he holdeth vs for his poſſeſsion, purchaſed to the praiſe [Page]of his glorie, and that at the length he will gather vs into the full inioying of the inheritāce of heauen. Hereunto it is alſo, that goodly gradatiō lea­deth vs, which is propoſed of the ſame Apoſtle,Rom. 8.28. ſaying: Thoſe whō God hath before knowne, thoſe hee hath alſo predeſtinate to be made like vnto the image of Ieſus Chriſt: and thoſe whō he hath predeſtinate, he hath alſo cal­led, and thoſe whom he hath called, he hath alſo iuſtified: and thoſe whō he hath iuſtified, thoſe he hath alſo glorified. For all will confeſſe, that thoſe that are elected and predeſti­nated to be made like vnto the image of Ieſus Chriſt, are the children of God, as alſo they, who in his eternall counſel and decree are glorified. Now they, who being lightened with the knowledge of the Goſpell, beleeue that their ſinnes are waſhed away by the bloud of Ieſus Chriſt through his ſatiſfaction, and ſo are called and iu­ſtified, are elected and glorified before God, as S. Paule teacheth here: it fol­loweth then, that they are the chil­dren [Page]of God. And this is ſo certaine, that the Apoſtle, oppoſing the will & power of GOD, againſt all impedi­ments, addeth: If GOD bee on our ſide, who ſhall bee againſt vs?Rom 8.30. Bern. ſer. 5. in dedica. templi. S Ber­nard teacheth the ſelfe ſame thing ve­rie aptlie, ſaying: we are certain of the power of God to ſaue vs: but what ſhall we ſay of his will? who is he that knoweth whether he bee worthie of hate or of loue? who is he that hath knowne the will of the Lord? or who hath bin his counſeller? It behoueth that herein faith helpe vs, and that trueth ſuccour vs. That that, which is hid concerning vs in the heart of the father, may bee reuealed vnto vs by the ſpirit, and his ſpirit teſtifying vn­to vs, may perſwade vs that wee are the childrē of God; that he perſwade it vs, I ſay, in calling and iuſtifying vs freelie by faith, which is as it were a meane or paſſage from the predeſti­nation of GOD to the glorie of the life euerlaſting. The ſame thing is it which S Augustine meaneth, ſaying:Aug Hom. in Ioan. 35. Wee are come into the way of faith, [Page]let vs hold it conſtantlie, it ſhall leade vs from degree to degree euen vnto the chamber of the heauenlie King, where all the treaſures of knowledge and wiſedome beeing hid, wee may learne and behold the reuelation of our election. From hence proceedeth yet another fruite ſeruing vs for a marke to aſſure vs more & more that we are the children of God, when we loue God, and our neighbours for his ſake: whereof alſo followeth the ha­tred of euill, and an earneſt deſite to render obedience to God. For if it be ſo as Saint Iohn ſaith,1. Ioh. 4.19 that our loue to God commeth of this, that he hath firſt loued vs: The loue that we beare vnto him, is a teſtimonie that he lo­ueth vs. As alſo Ieſus Chriſt maintai­neth and ſheweth, that by the ſignes of loue,Luk. 7.47. which the ſinful woman gaue him, God loued her greatly, and had forgiuen her manie ſinnes. So the brightnes of the Moone is a certaine argument that the Sunne miniſtreth whollie to her, for otherwiſe ſhe hath no brightnes at all. And in ſommer, [Page]the heate that is felt in the ſtones ſet againſt the Sunne, is a ſigne that the Sunne ſhineth vppon them. Of our owne nature and firſt generation we are vnprofitable to all goodnes, and inclined to al euill,Rom. 3.10. as Saint Paule very largelie ſetteth forth vnto vs writing to the Romanes. If then on the con­trarie wee walke in the feare God, gi­uing our ſelues to his ſeruice, and oc­cupying our ſelues in all good works: is not ſuch a chaunge a teſtimonie of our regeneration, and conſequentlie of our adoption? The tree is knowne by his fruit, ſaith Ieſus Chriſt:Matt 7.17. If then wee beare the fruit of iuſtice, holines and of charitie, wee are trees planted in the garden of God by his holie ſpi­rit, and ſo conſequentlie the childen of God. Charitie, ſaith Saint Iohn, 1. Ioh. 4.7. is of God, and he that loueth, is borne of God, and knoweth God. As then the heate and light of a coale is a ſigne that it hath fire: and as the moouing and actions of the bodie are certaine ſignes, that it liueth, & that the ſoule is within it: ſo the teſtimonie of the [Page]holie ghoſt in our hearts, the peace & quietnes of our conſciences before GOD, feeling our ſelues iuſtified by faith; this loue towards God and our neighbour, this chaunge of our life, and deſire to walke in the feare and obedience of God, are aſſured tokens of our adoption: as alſo this, that we are members of the Church of Chriſt hearing his word, participating with the holie Sacraments, and calling vp­pon God in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, are teſtimonies that wee are the chil­dren and houſhold ſeruants of God, and heires of eternall life.


CAP. 3.
How euerie member of the Church ought to applie vnto himſelfe the tokens of it, to aſſure himſelfe of his adoption and ſaluation. 

NOw, although the tokens be­fore mentioned are certaine to aſſure vs that wee are the children of God: yet there are two [Page]ſorts of temptations, which aboue all other tend to ſhake vs. The one pro­ceedeth of our ſelues, either for lacke of applying to our ſelues the teſtimo­nies, which God giueth to the mem­bers of his Church to aſſure them of their ſaluation: or through the fee­ling of a want (as wee thinke) but ra­ther, of the ſmalnes or weaknes of thoſe tokens of adoption here aboue alledged. The other temptation com­meth vnto vs frō ſome other where, and cōſiſteth ſpeciallie in two points. To wit, in the reuolt of ſome hauing made profeſsion of the true religion: and in the grieuous and long afflicti­ons which are ordinarie to thoſe that followe the doctrine of the Goſpell. Now, as there is nothing of greater importance than the ſaluation of the ſoule: ſo there is nothing that doth more grieuouſlie afflict and trouble the tender conſciences deſirous of e­ternall life, than the doubts & feares not to be the child of God, getting to themſelues hereby ſuch ſorowes and anguiſhes, as none are able to com­prehend, [Page]but thoſe that haue them­ſelues felt and tried them. To helpe then, to the conſolation of the ſoules ſo daungerouſlie, and ſo mightelie af­flicted: firſt it is to be noted, that this diſeaſe cōmeth to many of this, that they pretend to reſolue themſelues of their ſaluation, examining them­ſelues whether they be worthie to be the children of God or no. And as there is none that is, or can bee wor­thie, ſo this is at the laſt to turne doubts into deſpaire. Other diſ­courſe, whether they bee of the num­ber of the elect, and whether their names bee written in the booke of life, to wit, if God loue them, and hold them for his children. But it is not ſo high, that we muſt mount, but in the doctrine of the Goſpell it is, where we ſhould ſearch the reuelation here­of, and reſolue our ſelues if God hath loued vs, if he doo loue vs, and will hold vs for his childrē in Ieſus Chriſt. For as a man if he be of credite, ma­keth the hid thoughts of his heart to bee knowne by ſpeaking: euen ſo [Page]God, who is the trueth it ſelfe, reuea­leth vnto vs, by the preaching of the Goſpell, his counſell, and his will tou­ching our adoption & ſaluation: and confirmeth this reuelation by the vſe of the holie Sacraments. But we muſt note, that this reuelation of the will of God in the Goſpel comprehēdeth firſt two poynts: to wit, that there is perfect & entire ſaluation in one only Ieſus Chriſt, and that the meane to obtaine it, is to beleeue in him. More­ouer, when this Goſpell is preached vnto vs, GOD reuealeth vnto vs yet two poynts more: firſt, that he will make vs partakers of this ſaluation in Chriſt. Secondlie, that he will haue vs to beleeue the teſtimonie that he hath giuen vs of this his will, to the end that we might bee ſaued. Now, the difficultie of beleeuing lieth in the perſwaſiō of theſe two laſt points, which notwithſtanding are certaine and true. Behold, ſaith S. Iohn, 1. Ioh. 5.11 the te­ſtimonie of God, which he hath giuen vs of euerlaſting life, and this life is in his ſonne, he ſaith not onelie that [Page]the life is in his ſonne, but ſaith fur­ther, that he giueth vs this life, & that the Goſpell is the witnes. And ha­uing proteſted a little before, that he which beleeueth not this teſtimonie of God,1. Ioh. 5.10 maketh him a lier: he ſhew­eth ſufficientlie that he will that wee ſhould beleeue it. The Apoſtle to the Hebrues paſſeth further, & ſaith; that God,Heb. 6.17. willing to ſhew the immutable ſtablenes of his counſell to the heires of the promiſe, interpoſeth himſelfe by an oth, that by two things immu­table in which it is impoſſible that God ſhould lie, wee might haue firme conſolation, wee, I ſay, who haue our refuge to the hope that is ſet before vs, the which we hold as the ancker of the ſoule ſure & ſtable, pearcing euen into the ſanctuarie of heauen, where Ieſus Chriſt our forerunner is ente­red for vs. By this he teacheth vs firſt, that when we heare the Goſpell, wee ought to hold for certaine, that the counſell of God which was hid in his heart, touching his will to ſaue vs, and to take vs for his children, is there [Page]made manifeſt vnto vs. Secondly, that he will that wee beleeue it, ſeeing he confirmeth it by two things immu­table, in which he cannot lie, to wit, his word and his oth, to the end that wee might haue firme conſolation, which cannot bee in vs, if we beleeue not. Moreouer, he calleth the reuela­tion of his counſell, the hope ſet be­fore vs. Speaking then to vs, he would that we ſhould haue hope: yea and he will that this reuealing of his counſell ſhould be vnto vs a ſure anchor of the ſoule, to ſhewe, that as a ſhip is held faſt by the anchor, that it might not be carried away of the wind: ſo God would that this reuealing of his coū ­ſell by the doctrine of the Goſpell ſhould hold vs faſt, & aſſure vs againſt all doubts of our adoption, yea and to pearce euen into the verie heauens with aſſurance, whereof our forerun­ner Ieſus Chriſt hath taken poſſeſsion both for himſelfe, and for vs. See then one place ſhewing very expreſlie, that when thou heareſt the Goſpell, God declareth and reuealeth vnto thee, [Page]that it is his will to ſaue thee by his ſonne Ieſus Chriſt. And to this end he will further, that thou beleeue it. And indeed when S. Paule ſaith,Ro. 10.17. that faith commeth by hearing the Goſpell, he ſheweth that thou canſt not beleeue, except that thou heare. Now, faith is a knowledge and certaintie, that it is the will of God to ſaue thee, & to take thee for his welbeloued child in Ieſus Chriſt. Then it followeth, that the Goſpell which is preached vnto thee, and which thou heareſt, conteineth the reuealing and teſtimonie: firſt, that it is the will of God to ſaue thee by Chriſt: ſecondlie, that thou ſhoul­deſt beleeue this teſtimonie which he giueth thee, that thou maieſt haue e­uerlaſting life. Who now is he, that ought or can doubt? Seeing alſo he is not content to ſay in generall,Ioh. 3.36. he that beleeueth hath euerlaſting life: but he commandeth thee to beleeue. Beleeue (ſaith he) the Goſpell.Mar. 1.15. Alſo, This is his commandement, ſaith S. Iohn, 1. Ioh. 3.23 that wee beleeue in the name of his ſonne Ieſus Chriſt. Now, to be­leeue [Page]the Goſpell, or in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, is not onelie to beleeue that there is ſaluation in Chriſt, and that he that beleeueth in him hath life euerlaſting. For the diuell himſelfe beleeueth that, and yet he beleeueth not the Goſpell, neither in the name of Ieſus Chriſt. But this is to beleeue, that he hath ſaluation in Chriſt for thee, as Eſai ſaith: A child is borne to vs, a ſonne is giuen to vs.Eſay. 9.5. And ſo ſpeaketh the Angell to the ſhepheards. This day is borne vnto you a ſauiour. Alſo,Luk. 2.11. that it is the will of God that thou ſhouldeſt be his child, and thou ſhouldeſt beleeue it ſo. The which thing the diuell cānot beleeue for himſelfe: neither is the Goſpell offered vnto him. Now, when GOD reuealeth vnto thee his good will and loue towards thee, wherefore doub­teſt thou? He is true, he neither will, nor can either lie or deceiue. And whē he commaundeth thee to beleeue it, muſt thou examine thy ſelfe whether thou bee worthie or no? Thou art bound to obey, & ſo to beleeue, that [Page]he doth loue thee, and that thou art his child by Chriſt. Call to mind that which is writtē,Ioh. 3.16. whoſoeuer beleeueth (what manner a one, or whoſoeuer it be) he hath life euerlaſting. Neither is it preſumption ſo to beleeue, and that conſtantly, but it is to him obedience moſt acceptable. And indeed it is an honour that he requireth of thee to beleeue his word, and ſo to put to thy ſeale that he is true. It is verie true that in preaching the Goſpell, hee ſaith,Ioh. 3.39. not, I am come to ſaue Simon Peter, Cornelius the Centurion, Ma­rie Magdalen, and ſo of others. He nameth no man by his name that was giuen him by men, either at their cir­cumciſion, or at their baptiſme, or o­therwiſe: for ſo might we yet doubt of our ſaluatiō, thinking that it might be ſpokē not of vs, but of ſome other that ſhould haue the ſame name. But when thou heareſt that Ieſus Chriſt is come to ſaue ſinners: either renounce the name of a ſinner,Matt. 9.13. 1. Timo. 1.15. or confeſſe that hee ſpeaketh to thee, and that hee is come to ſaue thee. Make then boldly [Page]this concluſion: Ieſus Chriſt is come to ſaue ſinners, I acknowledge my owne name, for I am a ſinner: there­fore he is come to ſaue me. And alſo when he ſaith: Come vnto men all ye that trauaile & are heauilie laden,Math. 11.28. and I will refreſh you: Thou muſt marke well theſe words, all ye; for ſeeing he ſaith, all ye, he ſpeaketh to all thoſe that trauaile and feele the heauy bur­then of their ſinnes. Wherfore ſhoul­deſt thou doubt then, whether hee ſpeake to thee? Conclude rather on this manner, ſeeing he ſaith, all ye, he ſpeaketh then alſo to me, promiſing to comfort me. And to this purpoſe ſaith S. Paule, that there is no differēce of men before GOD,Rom. 10.12. but the ſame who is Lord ouer all, is rich towards all thoſe that call vppon him: Haue thou then recourſe vnto him, and be­leeue in him, & thou art aſſured that he will alſo be rich in mercie euen vn­to thee. If there were two or three hundred inhabitants of ſome towne baniſhed for ſome offence, and after a generall pardon ſhould be publiſhed, [Page]that all the baniſhed of ſuch a towne ſhould haue free libertie to returne thether, with all aſſurance to enter a­gaine vppon all their goods and ho­nors: ſuppoſe that thou wert one of thoſe baniſhed, and that he that hath giuen the pardon were a faithfull and true Prince: wouldeſt not thou be­leeue, that thou wert comprehended in the pardon, although thy name were no more expreſſed, than the names of the other baniſhed, and that returning to the towne thou ſhoul­deſt againe bee placed in thy goods? Now,Gen. 3.24. we haue bin baniſhed from the kingdome of heauen by the tranſ­greſsion of Adam. Ieſus Chriſt dying for theſe baniſhed perſons, cauſeth a generall pardon to bee publiſhed by the preaching of the Goſpell, with permiſsion, yea with commandement to returne into heauen. He is a true King, yea the trueth it ſelfe: and the aboliſhing of this baniſhment, & the reentrie into heauē hath coſt him ve­rie deere,1. Pet. 1.19. euen the ſhedding of his moſt precious bloud. What occaſion [Page]then haſt thou to doubt of thy par­don, & returne into heauen? For, al­though thy Chriſtian name bee not expreſſed; yet if thou be of the num­ber of the baniſhed, he ſpeaketh to thee, behold thy name, thou art there comprehended. Beleeue that he ſpea­keth in trueth, and that his wil is ſuch towards thee, as he declareth to thee by his word. But let vs paſſe further to the Sacraments, which ſerue great­lie to reſolue vs to beleeue that wee are the children of God. The Sacra­ments are (as it were) a viſible word,Auguſt. in Ioan. hom. 19. repreſenting the grace of the Goſpel. But more then that, they are commu­nicated to thee, and thou receiueſt thē. Is not this to put thee, as it were, into reall poſſeſsion of thine adop­tion, and to giue thee aſſurance of e­uerlaſting life? The Paſtour preacheth vnto all, the grace of the Goſpell in the name of Chriſt. But in thy Bap­tiſme he directeth his ſpeach to thee by name, to aſſure thee of the for­giuenes of thy ſinnes, and of thine a­doption, as S. Paule ſaith, that thoſe [Page]that are baptiſed haue put on Chriſt, and that ſo they are the children of God.Gal. 3.27.26. And it is as if a Prince hauing called backe againe all the baniſhed, amongſt whō thou ſhouldeſt be one, calling vnto thee by name, amongſt the other baniſhed, by a letter ſealed of thy pardon, and of reeſtabliſhing thee in thy goods. Should not this be to aſſure thee? As touching the holy ſupper, Ieſus Chriſt, hauing publiſhed by his Miniſter, that his fleſh is meate indeed and his bloud drinke, addeth, that whoſoeuer eateth his fleſh and drinketh his bloud,Ioh. 6.55.56. he hath life euer­laſting: He calleth thee among others to his table, and giueth thee of the bread and wine, namelie, to aſſure thy perſon, that he died for thee, and that he giueth thee his bodie & his bloud, yea himſelfe all whole, and all his be­nefites, that thou ſhouldeſt bee with him, the child of God, and an inheri­tour of life euerlaſting. If the diuell or thy conſcience trouble thee, to doubt of thine adoption, aſſure thy ſoule a­gainſt ſuch a temptation, by the com­munication [Page]of the holie ſupper. Say boldlie, Satan, canſt thou denie that I haue been at the holie ſupper, & that I haue receiued bread and wine? I haue ſeen, touched and taſted it, thou canſt not denie it. Further, canſt thou denie that this bread and wine were giuen me for ſeales and ſure pledges of my communicating with the body and bloud of Chriſt?1. Cor. 10.16. Saint Paule ſaith plainlie, that the bread which I haue receiued, is the communiō of the bo­die of leſus Chriſt. Seeing then thou canſt not denie, but that I haue recei­ued the bread and wine: and that the bread and wine are the communion of the body & of the bloud of Chriſt, I haue then communion with the bo­die and bloud of Ieſus Chriſt, & thou canſt not denie it. True it is that there are ſome, who being outward mem­bers of the church, baptiſed in it, hea­ring the word, and communicating at the holie ſupper, ſhewe themſelues af­ter hypocrites, declaring that they were neuer indeede the children of God. But wee cannot ſay therefore, [Page]that the reuelation and teſtimonie of the will of God cōtained in his word, and ſealed by the Sacraments, are doubtfull or vncertaine. For GOD, who offereth his grace in his word, and hath ſealed it by the Sacraments, is faithful and ſpeaketh truelie, reuea­ling vnto vs and aſſuring vs that he will take vs for his welbeloued chil­dren in Ieſus Chriſt. And he can nei­ther lie nor deceaue, as is alreadie ſaid. But theſe are vnfaithfull men, who reiecting the teſtimonies of the will of GOD towards them, depriue themſelues by their incredulitie of the grace which was offered vnto thē, doing this diſhonor to Chriſt, to cōpt him a lier.1. Ioh. 5.10 As the Sunne then ceaſeth not to giue light and brightnes, al­though ſome man ſhutteth his eyes that he may not ſee it, nor bee lighte­ned: and as meate ceaſeth not to bee good and nouriſhing, although it be receiued without profite of a ſtomack euill diſpoſed: So, if manie vnwilling to beleeue that the will of GOD is ſuch, as he hath declared by his word, [Page]reiecting (by their incredulitie) the grace which GOD offereth them; ſhould their incredulitie make thee call in doubt the trueth of God, and the teſtimonie of his good will to­wards thee? If ſome few among theſe baniſhed, not truſting the pardon pu­bliſhed by a true and faithfull Prince, doo him this diſhonor to compt him as a deceiuer or lier: acknowledge thou that iuſtlie and by good right they remaine baniſhed. But thou, ſee­ing that faithfull Prince Ieſus Chriſt hath ſent to pronounce vnto thee a generall pardon, and namelie, hath giuen thee his letters ſealed by the Sacraments, commaunding thee to beleeue, and promiſing thee, that it ſhall bee vnto thee according to thy faith: Aſſure thy ſelfe,Matt. 9.29. that his will is that thou ſhouldeſt be his child, and heire of euerlaſting life. See how eue­rie one ſhould aſſure himſelfe, by the preaching of the Goſpell, and the vſe of the Sacraments, the true markes of the Church: that (being a member of it) he is the child of God: and con­ſequentlie, [Page]an inheritour of his euer­laſting kingdome. True it is, that faith is the gift of GOD, yea proceeding from the operation of the mightie power of his ſtrength,Phili. 1.29. Ephe. 1.19. as S. Paule ſpea­keth. And this is it which he maketh vs to feele in this difficultie of appre­hēding (by an aſſured faith) ſo manie, ſo cleare and ſo certaine teſtimonies of his good will towards vs, touching our adoption. It is therefore needfull that he worke farther with vs by his holie ſpirit, which (without ceaſing) asking of him in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, we are aſſured by his promiſe, that he will giue vs, and that, ſo ioy­ning with the power and efficacie of his ſpirit, the preaching of his Goſ­pell, and the vſe of the Sacraments, he will giue vs grace to applie vnto our ſelues (by a true and liuelie faith) the teſtimonies which he hath giuen vs of our adoption, to our ſaluation and euerlaſting life.


CAP. 4.
[Page]
How although the markes of our adoption bee in vs but ſmall and feeble, yet wee ought, and may aſſure our ſelues that we are the children of God. 

I See well (will ſome ſay) that I haue iuſt matter to beleeue it: & there­fore am I the more ſo­ry that I feele not faith in my ſelf, to aſſure me without doubt that I am the child of GOD, which thing troubleth mee greatly, ſo as I feare leaſt by this mine incredulitie, I reiect the grace of God. But vnderſtand I pray thee for thy comfort, that there is great difference betweene vnfaithfulnes and weaknes of faith. The vnfaithfull man or infi­dell careth not for his ſaluation: or,The firſt temptation proceeding of the ſmall feeling of our faith. reiecting the ſaluation which is in Ie­ſus Chriſt alone, ſeeketh ſaluation o­ther where. Contrariwiſe, the faith­ful deſire ſaluation: he knoweth that [Page]his ſaluation is in Ieſus Chriſt alone: he ſeeketh it in him, and feeleth a de­ſire to increaſe in aſſurance, that he hath ſaluatiō in Ieſus Chriſt, though he doo not yet feele this peace & ioy in the holie Ghoſt ſo manifeſtlie as faith bringeth it forth at the laſt. Alſo it is not written, he that feeleth, but hee that beleeueth hath euerlaſting life.Iho. 3.36. Heb. 11.1. Rom. 8.23. And indeed, as faith is of things that are not ſeene, ſo the vnderſtan­ding of it conſiſteth more in certain­tie, than in apprehenſiō. In this com­plaint of Dauid, yea and of Chriſt himſelfe: My God my God, why haſt thou forſakē me.Pſal. 22.1. Mat. 27.46. We heare the teſti­monie of faith by theſe wordes: my God my God, but without apprehē ­ſion or feeling of fauour or ioy, as this complaint, why haſt thou forſakē me, ſheweth. Alſo our faith may bee ſo ſmall and weake, as it doth not yet bring forth fruites that may be liue­lie felt of vs. But if ſuch as feele them­ſelues in ſuch eſtate, deſire to haue theſe feelings: if they aske them of God by praier. This deſire and praier [Page]are teſtimonies that the ſpirit of God is in them, and that they haue faith al­readie. For, is ſuch a deſire a fruite of the fleſh, or of the ſpirit? It is of the holie ſpirit, who bringeth it forth on­lie in ſuch, as he dwelleth in. He dwel­leth then in them. In like manner, is not this praier the worke of the holy ghoſt in thē? For it is the holy ghoſt (ſaith S. Paule) which praieth for vs,Rom. 8.25. and in vs, with grones that cannot be expreſſed. Againe, none can come to God by praiers, if he haue no truſt in him. Then theſe holie deſires and praiers, being the motions of the ho­lie ghoſt in vs, are teſtimonies of our faith, although they ſeeme to vs ſmall and weake. As the woman that fee­leth the mooning of a child in her wombe, though verie weake, belee­ueth and aſſureth her ſelfe that ſhe is with child, and that ſhe goeth with a liue child: ſo if we haue theſe motiōs, theſe holie affections and deſires be­fore mentioned, let vs not doubt, but that wee haue the holie ghoſt (who is the author of them) dwelling in vs, [Page]and conſequentlie that wee haue alſo faith. And we muſt vnderſtand, that the faith of the children of God cea­ſeth not to bee a true faith, although they feele doubts, feares, & miſtruſts. For if they delight not in ſuch infir­mities,Rom. 7. to nouriſh them; but are ſor­rowfull and reſiſt them, with deſire to feele their ſaluation in Ieſus Chriſt, behold a battaile in them: and be­tweene whom? Betweene the ſpirit and the fleſh: betweene faith and mi­ſtruſt. There is then in them faith aſ­ſailed with doubts, and the ſpirit figh­ting againſt miſtruſt, and labouring to ouercome it. Theſe doubts, mi­ſtruſtings, and incredulities are the fierie darts which Satan throweth a­gainſt our faith, the which bearing the blowes, as a buckler, as S. Paule ſaith: thruſteth them back and quen­cheth them, ſo as they pearce not to the heart.Eph. 6.16. What deuiſes or aſſaults ſoeuer the diuel make againſt vs, faith S. Auguſtine, ſo he occupie not the place of the heart where faith dwel­leth, he is driuen backe. Incredulitie [Page]then aſſaulteth vs without, but woun­deth vs not deadlie: It troubleth on­lie, or ſo woundeth, as the ſtroake is yet curable. And ſuch temptations and aſſaults are common to the moſt faithfull & excellent ſeruants of God. If wee conſider the continuall courſe of the life of Dauid, there is no mir­rour of faith better to bee noted than in him. And yet was not he aſſaulted with great feares and doubts? What cōplaint maketh he in the 77. Pſalm? Hath the Lord forſaken for euer?Pſal. 77.8, 9 10, 11, verſ. will he no more ſhewe me fauour? Is his mercie cleane gone for euer? Is his promiſe come to an ende for euer­more? Hath God forgotten to bee gracious? Hath he ſhut vp his louing kindnes in diſpleaſure? And to con­clude, he holdeth ſuch a courſe, as a man deſperate, ſaying: This is my death. Where was then in Dauid, the feeling of his faith? For al this he had not loſt it. And indeed all theſe words were but repreſentations of feare and diſpaire aſſailing the faith that was in him, and fighting againſt it: As hee [Page]ſheweth in other places verie plainly, ſaying: My ſoule, why art thou caſt downe,Pſal 42.12. Pſal. 43.5. why art thou ſo heauie with­in me? Put thy truſt in God, for I will yet giue him thanks, for as much as he is my manifeſt deliuerance (as it were before my face) and my God. If theſe teſtimonies of faith before mentio­ned ſeeme ſmall: how ſmall and dark was the faith of the Apoſtles before the reſurrection of Ieſus Chriſt? They beleeue that Chriſt is the ſonne of God,Mat 16.16 Iohn 6.69. Mat. 17.23 Luke 9.45. Luk 24.11 Act. 1.6. the ſauiour of the world: but yet they vnderſtand not that he muſt die, and riſe againe: wherein notwith­ſtāding lieth the principall reſt of our faith. Yea, and after his reſurrection they (acknowledge him for a King) imagined rather a carnall, than a ſpi­rituall kingdome. If their faith was darke in their vnderſtanding: it was alſo ſmall in their hearts, when they were offended at Chriſt, and all for­ſooke him: & Peter himſelfe renoun­ced him.Mat. 26 31 Mar. 14.27. Mar. 14.50. Mat. 26.70 Mar. 14.68 And yet we cannot ſay, that they were without faith, though it were then verie weake and ſmall. And [Page]alſo when the ſhip being couered with flouds they cried to Ieſus Chriſt:Luk. 22.32 Matt. 8.25. ſay­ing, ſaue vs, we periſh: he calleth them not infidels, but men of little faith, & fearefull: ſhewing that they had ſome faith in them, though verie ſmall, and aſſailed with feare, wherein notwith­ſtanding hauing recourſe vnto him, they were heard, and deliuered out of daunger. For he came not to breake the bruſed reede, nor to quench the ſmoaking flax: As Eſay foretold,Eſa. 42 3. Matt. 12.18 ſhew­ing therby, that there are ſome of the children of God, weake as a bruſed reede, and hauing as little ſtrength of faith, as in ſteed of flaming, it ſmoa­keth onlie. This ſmalnes and begin­ning of faith is verie aptlie noted by S. Paule, ſaying:Rom. 1.17. that the righteouſnes of GOD is reuealed by the Goſpell from faith to faith. He ſheweth that there are degrees in faith, and that it happeneth to vs in the reuealing of the righteouſnes of GOD, by which we are iuſtified, as when we ſee one ſo farre off, as with much a do wee know him: but the neerer we approach, the [Page]more cleerelie we diſcerne him. Ma­nie of the children of God are like to that blind man, whoſe eyes Chriſt o­pened,Mar. 8.29. but ſo at the beginning, as he ſawe men like trees, forthwith he re­couered his ſight, but yet troubled at the beginning, but afterward cleared. To bee ſhort, he who in the perſon of his Apoſtles hath taught vs to pray vnto God to increaſe our faith, ſhew­eth that he hath children in whom it is weake,Luk. 17.5. and hath neede of increaſe. Alſo the chiefe wiſedome of the moſt perfect is to profite. And to this pur­poſe wee muſt remember, that in all ſpirituall graces, there is nothing but beginnings and imperfections, in the moſt perfect, and moſt highlie exal­ted in this life. But that the perfection (to the which notwithſtanding wee muſt alwaies tend) and the accom­pliſhment ſhall be in heauen. To con­clude, there are two effects or fruits of faith, to wete, the reſt & peace of the conſcience before God: and ſanctifi­cation, which conſiſteth in the mor­tification of the workes of the fleſh, [Page]and newnes of life. Now, as the reſt and peace of conſcience proceeding frō faith, is a teſtimonie that it is in vs, ſo is alſo ſanctification, and the deſire to walke in the feare and obedience of God. And indeed, faith is the foun­taine of good workes. If then, one of theſe fruites be languiſhing, the other ſufficeth to aſſure vs that wee haue faith. As it is knowne that there is true and naturall fire, by the flame & the heate, which are two effects and operations of fire: but if the flame ſhall become weake, the heate ſhall ſuffice to aſſure vs, that it is naturall, and not a painted fire. In like man­ner, if this fruit of thy faith be weake, to feele peace and reſt in thy conſci­ence, and yet thou feeleſt the other effect of faith, to wete, a deſire to the workes of the ſpirit, loue towards God, and deſire to walke in his obe­dience: This fruit of thy faith is to thee a ſure teſtimonie that it is in thee, though but ſmal and weake. But thou wilt ſay: what comfort or aſſu­rance of ſaluation can a faith ſo weak [Page]and little giue me: I anſwere; It can aſſure thee of thine adoption. For ſo thou haue but one ſpark of true faith, thou art the child of God. Faith is of ſuch a force,Mat. 17.20 that (following the pro­miſe of God) one onelie graine of it, though neuer ſo little, laieth hold on Ieſus Chriſt to ſaluation. Againe, it is properlie Ieſus Chriſt which ſaueth vs, & not our faith: ſauing in ſo much as it is the inſtrument, and as it were the hand by which wee take hold on Ieſus Chriſt. Now, faith how little ſo­euer it bee taketh hold on Chriſt and receiueth him, not by halfes, but all whole: as an infant taketh and hol­deth with his little hand a whole ap­ple, though he doth it not ſo ſtrong­lie or ſurelie as a man. By the apple of our eye, though merueilous little, we ſee verie great mountaines, and the verie bodie of the Sunne, much grea­ter than the whole earth: ſo our faith, though verie little, taketh and recei­ueth all whole Ieſus Chriſt the ſunne of righteouſnes. He who (being in a darke tower) ſeeth not the light of [Page]the Sunne, but by a verie little hole, may notwithſtanding aſſure himſelfe, that the Sunne ſhineth vppon the to­wer, as well as he that ſeeth it by an o­pen windowe, knoweth that it ſhineth vpon his houſe. Euen ſo although we are hindered by the cloudes of mi­ſtruſt, that we cannot ſee the Sunne of righteouſnes to ſhine vpon our ſoules in his brightnes: yet ſo that wee ſee but a little beame, wee know that the ſunne of life ſhineth vppon vs, which aſſureth vs that we are the children of God. Alſo whoſoeuer in this life ſhall haue the leaſt faith among all the e­lect, ſhall yet inioye Ieſus Chriſt all whole, and not a little or halfe ſalua­tion, but the full accompliſhed ſalua­tion of eternall life. For whoſoeuer beleeueth in Ieſus Chriſt, ſaith Saint Iohn, ſhall not periſh,Iho. 3.16 but haue life e­uerlaſting. Now, as this ought great­lie to comfort vs in the weakenes of our faith, ſo ought it to bee a ſharpe ſpurre to inforce vs to growe in faith, that feeling ſo much the more cleare­lie and liuelie the peace and ioye of [Page]our conſciences, by the aſſurance that we are the children of God, wee may the more ſtronglie reſiſt all tempta­tions, and glorifie our God. There are others, who call their faith and a­doption in doubt,2. Tempta­tion throgh the ſmalnes of our ſanc­tification. Ia. 2.17.20. ſaying: That true faith cannot be without good works. Now, I feele my ſelfe ſo miſerable a ſinner, that it maketh me to doubt of mine adoption. Indeed this is a thing greatlie to be lamented, that we ren­der no better obedience vnto God, that there is in vs no greater zeale of his glorie, nor more feruent charitie towards our neighbours: and to be ſhort, no better amendement of life. But if thou haſt begun to hate & flee ſinne, if thou feeleſt that thou art diſ­pleaſed at thy infirmities and corrup­tions: If hauing offended God, thou feele a ſorrowe and griefe for it: if thou deſire to abſtaine: if thou auoi­deſt the occaſions: if thou trauaileſt to doo thine indeuour: if thou praieſt to God to giue thee grace: All theſe holie affections proceeding from no other than from the Holie ghoſt, [Page]ought to be vnto thee ſo manie pled­ges and teſtimonies, that he is in thee:Rom. 8.5 As alſo Saint Paule teacheth vs, ſay­ing: that as thoſe that delight in the workes of the fleſh, are of the fleſh. So on the other ſide, thoſe that delight in the workes of the ſpirit, are of the ſpirit. Theſe holie deſires then to the workes of the ſpirit, are teſtimonies of the ſpirit dwelling in thee. So as be­ing thus led by the ſpirit of God, thou art the child of God, ſaith Saint Paul: Rom. 3.14 Rom. 3.10 And indeed ſeeing the children of A­dam are naturallie inclined to all vi­ces and corruptions, it is a marke of regeneration, & ſo of being the child of God, when contrarie to nature we are diſpleaſed with our infirmities, and fighting againſt them, wee deſire and indeuour to faſhion our ſelues according to the will of our GOD.Mat. 22.37. God hath commaunded vs to loue him with all our heart, with all our vnderſtanding, and with al our ſoule. Now, as we cannot know God in this life, but in part, and darklie, ſo we can [Page]not loue him but in part,1. Cor. 13.9.12. Aug. ad Bo­nif. lib. 3. ca. 7. yea verie little. The perfection is reſerued for heauen as alſo S. Augustine ſaith: All the faithfull ought earneſtlie to aſpire to this, that they may once appeare before God pure and without ſpot. But for as much as the beſt and moſt perfect eſtate that we can attaine vnto in this preſent life, is no other thing, than to profite from day to day: then ſhall we come to this marke, when, af­ter putting off this ſinfull fleſh, wee ſhall cleaue fullie to our God. There­fore alſo, as the ſame author ſaith, when men ſpeake of the perfection of the children of God in this life: to this perfection is required the ac­knowledging of their imperfection. It is as well in trueth, as in humilitie that the Saincts acknowledge how imperfect they are. God deferreth the accompliſhment of our holines and charitie vntill the life to come, to the end that this pride (which taketh force through the increaſe of vertue) ſhould not ouerthrowe vs, but that walking in humilitie, God might ac­compliſh [Page]his mercie in pardoning vs,2. Cor. 12.9 his power in ſuſtaining vs, and his truth in ſauing vs. And in deede there is no­thing more weake, ſaith S. Auguſtine, than the proude, nor more ſtrong than the humble: For as the proude, truſting in himſelfe, who is nothing but vanitie, hath God his aduerſarie, who reſiſteth the proude;1. Pet. 5.5. Iam. 4.6. ſo the humble miſtruſting himſelfe, hath God for his ſtrength and ſaluation. God indeede in his lawe re­quireth a perfect obedience. But that which he looketh for of vs his children in this life, conſiſteth more in the deſire to obey, than in the obedience it ſelfe.Rom. 8.5 According whereunto hee ſaieth by his Prophet Malachi, I will ſpare them,Mal. 3 17. as a father dooth his owne ſonne that ſer­ueth him. If a child take paine to write well, or to do as he ſhould do anie other ſeruice that his father hath commaun­ded him, although there be great want both in the writing, and in the other ſeruice; yet in bearing with him hee praiſeth him, and ſaieth that hee hath written well, hee had doone his duetie. Godlines, the loue towardes God, and [Page]the obedience that we owe vnto him, is often ſignified by the feare of God, the which alſo Dauid calleth the beginning of Wiſedome.Pſa. 111.10 And thoſe that haue this feare of God, are acknowledged & cal­led the children of God. Then if thou feel ſuch loue & reuerēce toward God, that thou feare to offend him, thou art the child of God.Pſa. 112.1 But then thou feareſt to offend God, when thou ſhunneſt the occaſions and inticements to ſinne, and when hauing offended, thorough igno­rāce, ouerſight, or other infirmitie, thou feeleſt ſorrow and diſpleaſure, to raiſe thee vp againe, being reſolued to ſin no more, and praying to God that he will cōduct thee by his holy ſpirit, that thou maiſt walke conſtantly according to his worde.1. Iohn 3.9 S. Ihon ſaith, that the children of God ſinne not: not that they offend not God euery day, or that they commit not ſometimes moſt greeuous offences, as Dauid and Saint Peter: 2. Sam. 11 Mat. 26.74 And as dai­lie experience dooth too much conuict euerie one of vs. But he ſaith, that they ſinne not, becauſe they loue God, and are afraideto offend him, and doe not [Page]willingly giue themſelues to doo euill: but haue ſinne in ſuch deteſtation, that they feele in themſelues that conflict, which Saint Paule ſetteth foorth vnto vs in his owne perſon,Rom. 7 in as much as they woulde doo the good which they cannot doo, and doo vnwillingly the e­uil which diſpleaſeth them: whereof it followeth, as the Apoſtle concludeth, that if they doo that which they would not doo, it is no more they which do it, but ſinne which dwelleth in them: which on the one ſide ought to giue thē occaſion to mourne and to crie wyth the Apoſtle, Alas wretch that I am, who ſnall deliuer mee from the bodie of this death? But on the other ſide they ought to feele the comforte which hee addeth, ſaying, I thanke my God through Ieſu Chriſt. And wherefore?Rom. 8.1 Becauſe there is no condemnation to thoſe, who thus fighting againſt the fleſh, walke after the ſpirit, and conſe­quently are in Ieſus Chriſt. For thereſt, when thou feeleſt a doubt of thine a­doption through the want of rendering to God ſuch obedience as thou oughtſt, [Page]knowe, that Satan is at hand with thee falſifying the goſpel in perſuading thee, that thou ſhouldeſt bee ſaued by thy workes; or willing to make thee blaſ­pheme Ieſus Chriſt, in making thee be­leeue, that thou mayeſt and oughteſt to be (at the leaſt) in ſome part, a Sauiour of thy ſelfe, and ſo a companion of Ie­ſus Chriſt. Anſwere to this temptatiō, that thou arte a poore ſinner,1. Tim. 1.15 Matt. 9.13. Rom. 8.5. Rom. 8.1. Rom. 7.22 but that Chriſt came to ſaue ſinners, and that there is ſaluation in none but in hym. Furthermore, if thou feel a deſire to the works of the Spirit, thou art of the Spi­rit, and there is no condēnation to thee, as is ſaide. If thou delight, as touching the inward man, in the obedience of the commaundements of GOD, hee ac­cepteth thee for holie and iuſt, recei­uing this deſire to obey him, for an obe­dience acceptable vnto him. He accep­teth his owne worke in thee, and pardo­neth thee thine. Continue in this holie deſire, fighting againſt the fleſh and the world, ſtrengthening thy ſelf by feruent praier to the Lord. And behold the cer­taine teſtimonies of thine adoption.
[Page]But thou wilt ſay,3. Temp­tation, be­cauſe the ſeeling of the fruit of our prayers is ſo long deferred, & becauſe of the weake­neſſe of them. I haue of long time asked of God, and do daylie aske his holie Spirite, the encreaſe of faith and grace to be obedient vnto him; yet I feele no manner of fruite of my pray­ers. If GOD loued me, and accoun­ted mee for his childe, woulde hee not heare mee? It is the ſame complaint, that in old time paſt Dauid made, ſay­ing: I am wearie of crying, my throat is hoarſe, mine eies are failed,Pſa 6 [...].4. while I wait on my God. And in another place, My God, I crie by day,Pſa, 22 2 and thou anſwereſt not, and by night, and I haue no reſt. Now in ſaying he had no reſt, he ſhew­eth that he did continue in prayer. Alſo Ieſus Chriſt exhorteth vs to this dili­gence, by the example or ſimilitude of the importunate widdow,Luke. 18.1 crying ſtill vpon the wicked Iudge to do hir right, and at the laſt obtaining by her impor­tunacie. And beſides that, hee waketh vs vp, ſaying: Heare what the wicked Iudge ſaieth: Becauſe ſhee troubleth mee, I will doe her iuſtice. And God which is your Father and Sauiour, who is iuſt and loueth righteouſneſſe,Pſal. 11.7 ſhall [Page]not hee heare the crie of his children crying vnto him night and day? Verely I ſaie vnto you,Luke 11.5. that hee will doe it, and that quickely. Hee that went by night to his neighbor to borow bread, continuing ſtill his requeſt, though the other alleadged many excuſes, yet at the length he obtained what he would. Continue then in praying to GOD, without diſcouragement. This perſe­uerance in prayer, is an euident and ve­hement teſtimonie of thy faith. For that is not founde but in the children of God, guided by his Spirite: eſpecially ſeeing thou askeſt the holie Ghoſt,Luk. 11.13 whom Ieſus Chriſt promiſed thee, thou askeſt that, which by his promiſe is due vnto thee, without doubt he will giue it thee. And ſeeing thou askeſt the in­creaſe of faith, and grace to obey him, thou askeſt that which he commandeth thee to haue, and ſo that which he liketh and is pleaſed withall, Be then aſſu­red that thou ſhalt be heard. Beholde, ſayth Saint John, Iohn 5.14. the confidence that wee haue with GOD, that if wee aske anie thing according vnto his wil, [Page]he heareth vs. And if wee know that he heareth vs, whatſoeuer we aske, wee knowe wee ſhall obtaine the requeſts that we haue asked. His promiſes can not faile nor deceiue. Yea, bee thou certaine, that before thou haſt ended thy prayer, hee hath heard thee, as Eſay ſaith,Eſa, 65.24 For our God is a God that hear­eth prayers, ſayth Dauid. But thou o­weſt him this honour to ſubmit thy ſelfe to his wiſedome as touching the time of feeling or receiuing the fruite of thy prayers. If Ieſus Chriſt had healed the daughter of the Cananite at the firſt petition,Mat. 15.22. her Faith had not beene ſo kindled in her, nor ſo com­mended in the Church vnto the ende of the worlde. The fruites of all trees are not ripe in one daie. In ſome they doe ripen ſooner, and men waite pa­tiently for the other, which ripen in the latter ſeaſon:Luke 1.13 Zacharie and Elizabeth thought that they had prayed in vaine, asking of GOD poſteritie in their youth. And when they were olde, and without all hope for to obtaine it, the Angell of the Lorde ſaide vnto Za­charie, [Page]Thy prayer is heard: not that prayer which hee made then, for he thought not nowe to haue iſſue, but the prayer which hee made long time before. That which is more, doe wee not aske of GOD manie graces, the which wee knowe well that wee ob­taine, either in part, or in hope onelie? the enioying or full accompliſſ ment whereof is deferred either vntill death, or euen vntill the day of the reſurrec­tion. In the Prayer of all Prayers taught by Ieſus Chriſt, wee do aske of GOD that his name may be ſanctifi­ed,Matth. 6.9 his Kingdome may come, his will may bee doone in Earth, as it is in Heauen. And when ſhall wee ſee the full accompliſhed effect of this prayer, but in Heauen, when Chriſt hauing gruen vp his kingdome to GOD his father, wee ſhall loue him perfectlie, and praiſe him euerlaſtinglie? Further­more, he oftentimes heareth vs, ſo as Saint Augustine ſaith: not according vnto our will, but as is moſt for our profite, giuing vs better thinges than thoſe that wee expreſſelie aske. The [Page] Iewes deſired the comming of the Meſſias, and asked it of God. He defer­red it of long time: at the laſt hee ſent him, but not ſuch a one, as al (as it were) and the Apoſtles themſelues looked for:Act. 4.6. to wete, victorious in battaile as Dauid, to deliuer them from the yoake of the Romans, triumphing in riches & world­lie glorie, as Salomon; but ſuch a Meſſi­as, as obtaining victorie againſt the di­uell, death, and ſinne, hath eſtabliſhed a ſpirituall kingdome in euerlaſting life and glorie. Ieſus Chriſt feeling and ap­prehending the terrible gulphes of the fearful wrath of God vpon him for our ſinnes,Mat. 26.39 prayed with ſtrong cries & teares to God his Father that he might not en­ter into the deepe pit of death. The A­poſtle to the Hebrewes ſaith,Heb. 5 7. that he was heard: and yet notwithſtanding he en­tred, and dranke the Cup of the wrath, and of death which the Father had giuē him. But he was heard, ſaith the ſame A­poſtle, as touching that which (in mak­ing his praier) he fered: to wit, frō being ſwallowed of death. In like manner, S. Paul praieth to God oftentimes that he2. Cor. 12. [Page]would deliuer him from the Angell of Sathan that buffeted him, but GOD much better (as he himſelfe confeſſeth) gaue him to vnderſtand, that the pow­er of God was made perfect in his infir­mity: ſo as he proteſteth, as it were en­ioying the frute of his praiers, thogh o­therwiſe than he thoght, that from that time forth he would reioice in his infir­mities, & woulde take delight in them, foraſmuch as being weake in himſelfe, he was ſtrong in God. So wee will de­maund manie times commodities con­cerning this life, as health, goods, pa­rents, friends, or our country: and God depriuing vs of them, giueth vs ſpiri­tuall graces, patience, faith, content­ment in God, and other like: yea, and our prayer tending onely vnto the pre­ſeruation, and enioying ſuch commo­dities appertaining vnto this life alone: GOD contrariwiſe depriueth vs of them, to keepe them for vs in heauen, and to giue vs euerlaſting enioying of them, as when wee are depriued of them, being perſecuted for his name. And that which more is, when wee [Page]feele weakenes in faith, negligence to heare the worde of GOD, coldneſſe in charitie, impatience in our afflictions, and we hauing asked of God graces cō ­trarie vnto theſe, feele no amendment: his wil is to make vs feele that theſe gra­ces are the gifts of God, ſeeing we haue them not when we will, and that he wil keepe vs in humilitie by the feeling of our infirmities, and trie our patience & faith, in waighting patiently vntill hee make vs feele the fruite of our praiers. I thinke well (wilt thou ſay) that thoſe that pray vnto God feruentlie and con­tinue conſtantlie in ſuch praiers, haue therin teſtimonies that they are the chil­dren of God, & are aſſured to be heard. But what comfort may I take therein, ſeeing my praiers are ſo colde, and with ſo litle feeling of zeale & faith required in them? But is it not in the name of Ie­ſus Chriſt that thou prayeſt? And it is for the loue of his welbeloued Sonne,Ioh. 16.23. our aduocate and mediatour, that God heareth vs, and not for the excellencie of our praiers. It is, as it were,Exo. 28.38. by the mouth of Ieſus Chriſt that we preſent [Page]our praiers to God, to be ſanctified by him, and acceptable to God for his ſake, in whom he hath delight.Mat. 17.5. Satan, the e­nemie of our praiers, by the feeling of this infirmitie, would make thee leaue praying to thy God. Reſiſt thē this tēp­tation. Thinke that it is not a thing in­different, or left in thy liberty, to pray to God or not.Mat. 6.9. God hath cōmāded thee to pray;1. Th. 5.17. thou oweſt him obedience; it is an honour he requireth of thee; thou canſt not denie it him.Mat. 22.37 God cōmandeth thee to loue him with al thy hart. Wilt thou ſay, I will not loue God at all, becauſe I loue him ſo coldly: I will help the poore no more, becauſe I cannot doo it with a feruent charitie. To conclude, what in­firmitie or coldnes ſoeuer thou feeleſt, thou art bound to pray, and to continue in thy dutie.Ro. 12.12. In the mean time, acknow­ledge thy infirmitie, and in thy prayers aske double pardon, firſt of thy ſinnes which thou haſt committed before, ſe­condly for this ſinne, that thou prayeſt to God ſo negligently. See how GOD (ſupporting the infirmitie of thy pray­ers) will ſmell a ſweete ſauour of them, [Page]as incenſe offered by our high Prieſt Ie­ſus Chriſt,Pſal. 141.2. and ſhall make thee at laſt feele the fruite of thy praiers. Manie cō ­plaine of another infirmitie, that hardly they begin their praiers, but in ſtead of thinking of God, & of that which they aske of him, their minde is wandring o­ther where. And for this they are vexed and troubled: and in truth it is a great infirmitie, for the which we ought gret­ly to be diſpleaſed with our ſelues. Not­withſtanding it is common to all the children of God in general. Chriſoſtome reproouing thoſe of his time for this in­firmitie, ſheweth quickly the firſt origi­nall, and after the remedie.Chriſoſt. Homil. of the Canaa­nit. Mat. 13 Whence commeth this (ſaith he) that if we talke of warre, of merchandize, or of other things of the world, wee can diſcourſe a great while without thinking of anie other thing, and ſo ſoone as wee ſet our ſelues to praye vnto God, our mindes wander? It is becauſe the Diuel know­eth well, that in ſpeaking of things of this world, thou deoſt him no hurt, & therefore he ſuffereth thee to talk at thy pleaſure: but when he ſeeth, that thou [Page]ſetteſt thy ſelfe vpon thy knees to pray to God, he knoweth that thou goeſt to procure that, which is againſt his heart, & to the ruine of his kingdōe. Therfore he thruſts himſelf in by & by, trobling & drawing thy thoughts hither & thi­ther, to hinder the fruite of thy praiers. Say then to ſatan, who is hard by thee, and fighteth againſt thee; go behind me ſatan, for I muſt pray to my God. And if hee bee importunate, yet muſt thou pray to god to driue him away frō thee. So thinking to whom thou ſpeakeſt, to wete, to the Maieſtie of God; and how great things thou askeſt of him: be diſ­pleaſed with thy infirmity, fight againſt it, & lifting vp thy hands to heauen cō ­tinue in praier; and doo it ſo much the more couragiouſlie and conſtantlie, for that ſatan feareth nothing more thā the praiers of the children of God; & ſho­weth ſufficiently in going about to tro­ble and turn away their mindes to other things, that he feeleth himſelfe hindred by their praiers, and that hee feareth the fruite of them. On the other ſide, if it happen that by affliction either of body [Page]or of ſpirite, thou art ſo caſt downe, that thou caſt not make a framed praier vn­to God; bee not diſcouraged for that, for at the leaſt thou canſt deſire thine owne health & ſaluation. There is nei­ther ſicknes nor yet tyrant that can let thee to deſire: now, deſire is praier be­fore God, ſaith Saint Auguſtine; accor­ding whereunto Dauid ſaith, that God heareth the deſire of the humble.Pſal. 10.17. Say thou then with Dauid; Lord all my de­ſire is before thee,Pſa. 38, 10. and the ſighs of my thoughts are not hid from thee. Ezechi­as King o Iuda in his affliction,Eſai. 38.14. could not diſtinctly pray vnto God, but chat­tered as a Crane or a Swallowe, and mourned as the Doue; yet ſo lifting vp his eyes on high, hee was heard. What prayer maketh the little In­fant to his mother? Hee weepeth and cryeth, not beeing able to expreſſe what hee lacketh. The Mother of­fereth him the breaſt, or giueth him ſome other thing, ſuch as ſhee thin­keth his neceſſitie requireth. Much more then the heauenly father heedeth the ſighes, the groanes, the deſires and [Page]teares of his children: and dooing the office of a Father, he heareth them, and prouideth for them.The 4. tem­tation, be­cauſe of the little increas of grace by the exerciſes of religion. Mat. 13.19. There are ſome alſo that doubt of their adoption & ſal­uation, becauſe they feele not anie com­fort or increaſe of the graces of GOD, neither by reading or hearing the word, neither by communicating at the holie Supper of the Lord. Now, if thou feele thy ſelfe afflicted and troubled in this reſpect; vnderſtand, that when thou go­eſt to employ thy ſelfe in theſe ſpirituall excrciſes, ſatan followeth thee, to make it vnſauerie to thee, yea and to take out of thy minde the word of GOD that thou haſt heard. Pray then to GOD, that he driue him away from thee. Se­condlie this commeth, foraſmuch as thou art not yet much accuſtomed to the language of the holie Ghoſt, ſo as it is to thee as if thou didſt heare an excel­lent ſermon, but of one whoſe language thou didſt ſcarce vnderſtand, whereby thou canſt neither feele taſte nor plea­ſure, and ſo thou canſt receiue but ſmall pro ſit. Then thou muſt cōtinue, & alſo accuſtome thy ſelfe to read & heare the [Page]word of God, thinking alwaies that God ſpeaketh to thee for the ſalua­tion of thy ſoule, praying him that he will giue thee grace by his holie ſpirit to profite to his glorie and thy ſalua­tion. And thou ſhalt feele at the laſt that which is ſaid to ſicke men that haue loſt their taſt, that thy appetite will come to thee by eating: And that the word of God, and the participa­ting of the bread and wine in the ho­lie ſupper ſhall be to thee more ſweet,Pſalm. 119.103. than honie to the mouth,Pſal. 19.11. as Dauid ſaith. Manie ſicke perſons hauing neither taſte nor appetite, eate not­withſtanding and receiue noriture. So, though in reading and hearing the word of God, and communica­ting at the Lords ſupper, thou feeleſt not any taſt or appetite: yet in con­tinuing, thou ſhalt receiue ſome nori­ture for thy ſoule. And if it ſeemeth to thee that thou forgetteſt by & by, that which thou haſt read or heard, practiſe for thy ſoule that which thou dooeſt for thy bodie: becauſe the meates digeſt & abide not in the bo­die, [Page]thou returneſt to eate meat again euerie day: So be thou ſo much more diligent to heare and reade the word, and to communicate at the holie ſup­per without leeſing anie one meale for thy ſoule, when GOD offereth it thee. And as the corporall meate though it paſſe away: yet there remai­neth alwaies ſome noriture for the bodie: ſo ſhall this ſpiritual meate be to thy ſoule. Yea it may be that at one ſermon thou ſhalt heare and remem­ber one ſentence, which ſhall ſerue thee, as it were, for a paſſeport, a lad­der or wings at thy neede to conduct thee by, and by comforting & ſtreng­thening thee, to lift thee vp into hea­uen. If then, when thou goeſt to reade or heare the word of God, or to com­municate at the Lords ſupper, thou praieſt to God (as thou oughteſt day­lie to do) that he will giue thee his ſpi­rit, that thou maieſt profite: and ſo doeſt continue cōſtantlie in theſe ſpi­rituall exerciſes. This diſpoſition, this holy affection & obedience ſhal ſerue thee for ſure teſtimonies of thine a­doption, [Page]& thou ſhalt without doubt, feele increaſe of the graces of God.
Finally, there are ſome, who hauing had liuely feelings of their faith with cōfort & ioy in their cōſciences,The fift temptation by the in­terruption of the gra­ces of God. wal­king beſides in the feare of God, are afterwards greatlie troubled, when theſe graces ſeem to be dead in them, falling into doubt & miſtruſt of their ſaluation, or into crimes & ſinnes too vnworthie the childrē of God. For ſa­tan hereby indeuoureth to perſwade them, either that they neuer had the true faith, or that God hath caſt them off, taking from them the gifts and graces of his holie ſpirit: but both the one and the other concluſion is as falſe, as the author of them is a great lier. And indeede, if the trees which haue flouriſhed & borne their fruite in ſommer, are in winter with­out fruite, without leaues, yea and without apparance of life: dooth it followe therefore either that they had not life in ſommer, or that they are dead in the winter. When men go to bed, they rake vp the fire which did [Page]burne: if thou marke it verie neere, there is no apparance either of heate, nor of brightnes: dooth it followe therfore, that there had been no fire, or that it is then quenched or dead. Contrariwiſe, hauing been couered ouer night, men kindle againe in the morning the ſame fire that was hid & couered: and the trees that ſeemed to be dead in the winter, flouriſh and beare fruite a while after. If thou ſeeſt a drunken man, not hauing for a time the vſe of reaſon, nor anie feeling of it, wilt thou ſay therefore, that he ne­uer had a reaſonable ſoule, or that ha­uing had it, it is now dead? A bide a fewe houres and thou ſhalt be conuict of the contrarie. And ſo of that, that thou haſt not preſentlie the feeling or effects and fruites of faith, can it fol­lowe that thou neuer haſt had them, or that hauing had them, thou haſt loſt them?Matt. 26.74 When S. Peter renounced Ieſus Chriſt three times, curſing him­ſelfe, was his faith quenched? On the contrarie, Ieſus Chriſt hauing praied to God that his faith ſhould not faile,Luk. 22.31 [Page]and being without doubt heard, faith remained in him, but verie weake and ſore beaten, but not deſtroyed nor quenched. Dauid hauing committed adulterie & murther,Pſal. 51. acknowledged his ſinnes and offences, praying to God that he would not take his holie ſpirit from him. Then he had not loſt it, rather it abode in him but as a fire couered with aſhes ſo as it is ſaid; without hauing anie feeling of it to keepe him from ſuch a headlong fall. Faith then may bee in a man without kindling: and being kindled, it is not out, although it be not perceiued for a time. Yea, but (wilt thou ſay) the A­poſtle to the Hebrues ſheweth that there be ſome,Heb. 6 4, 5, 6. who hauing been ligh­tened, hauing taſted the heauenlie gift, hauing been partakers of the ho­lie ghoſt, and taſted the good word of God, and the power of the world to come, fall backe and leeſe theſe gra­ces, yea without hope euer to reco­uer them againe. What aſſurance then can I haue that faith abideth in me, and that GOD will yet make me to [Page]feele it hereafter? For as he hath ſhe­wed mercie vnto Dauid, and to Saint Peter; ſo dooth hee exerciſe his iuſt iudgemēts vpon other, as vpon thoſe of whome the Apoſtle ſpake before. Wee denie not but that there bee re­probates that are greatlie lightened in the knowledge of the myſteries of ſaluation (which the Apoſtle termeth here to bee partakers of the holie ghoſt) and yet that ſuch apprehenſi­ons, taſtings and feelings as he pro­poſeth followe not thereof. For, rea­ding or hearing the teſtimonies and repreſentatiōs of the mercies of God toward his Church, of the loue of Ie­ſus Chriſt towards his elect, and of the excellencie and felicitie of eternall life, they conceaue theſe things in their vnderſtanding, & for the great­nes of them, they are after a ſort mo­ued: and when they talke of them, they ſeeme to be partakers of them. But the difference that there is be­tweene them & the children of God, lieth chieflie in this, that the appre­henſions and feelings of the reprobat [Page]are ſuch, as a mā may haue in the rea­ding or telling of an hiſtorie, which toucheth vs nothing at all: but the feelings of the children of God are as of a matter that toucheth them­ſelues.
Let vs conſider for example the hiſtorie of Ioſeph. Who is hee that reading attentiuelie, how Ioſeph was ſold of his brethren,Gen. 37. carried into Ae­gypt, put in priſon: and the ſorrowe that Iacob had,Gen. 39. vnderſtanding that he was deuoured of a wilde beaſt, that would not bee mooued with com­paſsion towardes Ioſeph and Iacob? Who is hee that reading how Ioſeph beeing able to containe himſelfe no longer,Gen. 45. made himſelfe knowne to his brethren, and how weeping and cry­ing out hee ſaide vnto them: I am Joſeph, is my father yet aliue, and cau­ſing thē to come neere vnto him, ſaid, I am Ioſeph your brother whō ye ſold, but be not ſorie. Shew to my father al my glorie: Then throwing himſelfe vpō the neck of Beniamin his brother, he wept, and in like manner Beniamin [Page]wept vpon his necke: after kiſsing all his brethren hee wept vppon them. Who is he, I ſay, which is not touched and weepeth not with them? But be­cauſe this is a hiſtorie of the fact of an other, theſe motions & feelings ſoon paſſe away, ſo as hauing turned the leaſe or talked of another matter, all theſe feelings are vaniſhed and gone. So is the feeling of the reprobate, hea­ring or reading the teſtimonies of ſo great a mercie of God towards men, and of the greatnes of the happines of the kingdome of heauen: The vn­derſtanding & apprehenſion of theſe things, cauſeth ſome motions or fee­lings in them, as the Apoſtle ſaith. But for as much as theſe good things appertaine not vnto them, neither do the feelings that they haue, take anie ſeate or roote in their hearts, but are eaſilie quenched and vaniſh away. On the contrary, the feeling that the chil­dren of God haue, is, as of the good things that appertaine vnto them, & therefore it may well bee colde and drowſie, but not die. As alſo the fee­lings [Page]that Ioſeph and his brethren had were ſuch, as although they had thē not when they ſlept, yet when they a­waked they returned againe. And al­though that by the death of their fa­ther, they were (as it were) interrup­ted: yet the benefite and the com­fort abode by them ſtill. Following this that is aboue ſaid, we ſay boldlie, that what feelings, what illuminati­ons or apprehenſions ſo euer the re­probate haue: ſo it is that they neuer feele the holie ghoſt in them, giuing thē teſtimonie that they are the chil­dren of God. For according to this teſtimonie, they ſhould be, and ſhould abide the children of God: ſeeing the holie ghoſt can neither deceiue nor lie. As alſo after that God hath made vs once feele by the teſtimonie of his holie ſpirit that wee are his children, wee are certaine that wee cannot pe­riſh, but that wee are indeed, and ſhall continue the children of God. For it is the teſtimonie and reuelation of the ſpirit of trueth. Alſo he that gi­ueth faith,Mal. 3.6. doth not change: & there­fore [Page]his gifts are without repentance.Ro. 11.29. The ſecond difference may bee taken from this word,Heb. 6.4. taſt, which the Apo­ſtle vſeth: To wete, that the reprobate are like to him who hauing taſted a good peece of wine, making ſhewe as if he would buy it, vnderſtanding the price, & not willing to giue ſo much, leaueth it there, without buying or drinking of it any more. So the re­probate hauing taſted the heauenlie good things, finding them good, and praiſing them exceedingly, after they vnderſtād the price, that is, that they muſt renounce themſelues, and beare the croſſe of Chriſt, to goe to take poſſeſsion of the kingdome of hea­uen, which he hath purchaſed for thē with his precious bloud. They will none of it at this price, & ſo renounce theſe good things without drinking or imoying them. But the children of God on the other ſide, hauing ne­uer ſo little a taſte of theſe heauenlie treaſures, deſire in ſuch ſort to haue the enioying of them, that they make reſolution to forſake all, to inioye it. [Page]We will adde this third reaſon: That as thoſe that haue their ſtomackes charged with euill humours, ceaſe not to eate ſometimes for all that, yea and to find taſt in ſome good meates, but are conſtrained after (through the e­uill diſpoſition of their ſtomacke) to caſt it vp againe & to vomit: So ſome reprobates hauing within them an euill conſcience, may well taſte the good heauenlie gifts, but this euil cō ­ſcience, not being able to agree with the true & ſure faith of the hart, ſtop­peth, that theſe gifts take no root to fructifie to ſaluation, ſo that finallie they caſt it off, or let it wither & come to nothing. And this reaſō with thoſe before, are the principall cauſes, for the which many, that ſeemed to bee the children of God, do reuolt, as we will ſhew hereafter more at large. On the cōtrarie, thoſe who haue faith, are aſſured, that though the graces of the holy ghoſt are oftē weak in thē, & like fire couered with aſhes, & trees in the winter, yet it cā neuer come to nought or die: rather they recouer ſtrength [Page]at the laſt, whereby they are certaine to be, and to continue the children of GOD, and heires of euerlaſting life. Furthermore, let vs remember that theſe foule and groſſe faults of Dauid and of S. Peter, & of others are ſet be­fore vs, firſt that they ſhould bee to vs as a mirrour of the fragilitie of man, to acknowledge, that if we be exemp­ted, it is by the grace of our God. Se­condlie, that wee ſhould ſo much the more ſtand vppon our garde. As if in walking thou ſhouldeſt ſee him fall that goeth before thee, thou goeſt not to fall with him, but thou art to be ſo much the more circumſpect that thou fall not, as he did. Thirdlie, that vnderſtanding that faith abideth in them (although very weake & feeble) thou maieſt take courage, beleeuing certainlie that faith which was once giuen thee, cannot bee quenched nor die. And therefore continue in aſſu­rance that thou art the child of God, raiſing vp thy ſelfe by their example, and reſoluing with thy ſelfe to walke conſtantlie as the child of God in true [Page]holines and righteouſnes before him all the daies of thy life.Luke 1.75. See how wee ought to bee reſolued, that although the markes, feelings and teſtimonies of our adoption ſet forth here aboue, be in vs but ſmall and weake, and ac­companied with great infirmities & conflicts: yet wee may and ought to aſſure our ſelues that theſe marks are truelie in vs, and that therefore wee are certainlie the children of God, & inheritours of euerlaſting life.


CAP. 5.
That the Apoſtacie and reuolt of ſome ha­uing made profeſſion of the true reli­gion, ought not to make vs call in doubt neither our religion nor our adoption.

WE haue vnderſtood here be­fore how we may and ought to reſiſt the doubts of our a­doption, proceeding from our ſelues. Now, we muſt ſhewe how wee may o­uercome the temptatiōs which come from others. There are two things [Page]principallie, which trouble the con­ſciēces of many, to make them doubt whether they be the children of God, and in the way of ſaluation & of eter­nall life, or no. Firſt, the horrible of­fence or ſtumbling blocke of thoſe which abandon this church, renoun­cing the doctrine of it, and returning to the puddle of idolatrie: and ſpeci­allie when any perſons hauing ſome­times held any honorable place in the Church do reuolt, and become perſe­cutors of the doctrine which they haue before taught and maintained. For thereof the diuell gathereth two conſequences, no leſſe daungerous than falſe: either that our Church is not the true Church, & ſo that we are not the children of God: or that there is no aſſurance of perſeuerance in the faith, & conſequently no certaintie of being the childrē of God, which haue had & borne in aparance the markes of adoption. The other offence conſi­ſteth in the grieuous & long afflictiōs which we indure: for the proſperitie of the wicked, deriding our miſeries, & the apprehenſion of our own trou­bles, [Page]giue occaſion to doubt whether God care for vs, or whither he loue vs or no. And this ordinarie condition to thoſe that make profeſsion of our religiō, cauſeth many to condēne it, & haue it in deteſtatiō, as the mother & nurſe of al calamities. As touching the 1. point, cōcerning thoſe that reuolt,Of the cer­taintie of the doctrine notwith­ſtanding the reuolts. it is a ſmall ſtūbling block to trouble vs: for this was foretold vs, and it is a diſeaſe wherwith the church hath al­waies bin afflicted. Many ſhall be cal­led, ſaith Ieſus Chriſt, but few choſen. And the parable of the ſeed falling in diuers ſorts of earth ſheweth,Matt. 20.16 that with much a doo the 4. part of thoſe that ſhal heare & profeſſe the Goſpel,Matth. 13. ſhall cōtinue to the end. S. Paule hath fore­told expreſlie,1. Tim. 4.1. that in the latter times many ſhal fall from the faith.Act. 20.30. And he aduertiſeth the Ephe. that euen frō a­mong themſelues there ſhould riſe vp mē that ſhould teach peruerſe things. And the Cor. that there ſhall be in the church not only diuiſiōs,1. Cor. 11.19. but alſo he­reſies.2. Pet. 2.1. Saint Peter ſpeaketh yet more largelie: As there hath been (ſaith he) falſe prophets among the people [Page]of Iſrael, ſo ſhal there be falſe teachers amongſt you, which ſhall ſecretlie bring in damnable errours, and ma­nie ſhal follow their damnable waies, by whom the way of trueth ſhall bee blaſphemed. Now, we muſt thinke the accompliſhing of ſuch prophecies ſo much the leſſe ſtrange, becauſe ſuch hath bin the condition of the church of God at all times.Gen. 6. What reuolt was there in the houſe of God before the flood, eight perſons onlie being foūd ſaued in the Arke, and yet amongſt them one hypocrite, who after was caſt off and accurſed.Gen. 9.25. Now, the church of God being inlarged in the poſte­ritie of Sem, againe there was ſeene ſuch a reuolt,Gen. 12. that the church of God was onlie found in the familie of A­braham, himſelfe being pulled out of idolatrie. In the time of Elias the re­uolt was ſo great in Iſrael, 1. Reg. 19.10. that hee thought he had bin left alone. At the comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, the Apoſtacie was ſo generall, that al­moſt all the Church, at the leaſt the principal members of it, lift vp them­ſelues [Page]againſt the Sonne of GOD, and crucified him. When Ieſus Chriſt had gathered manie Diſciples, he was forſa­ken of the moſt part of them: yea,Iohn. 6.66 Iu­das alſo the Apoſtle fellfrom him, ſold him, and betraied him.Mat. 26.14 Mat. 26.65 Mat. 26.69 2. Tim. 1.15 Ieſus Chriſt being taken priſoner by his enemies, all his A poſtles fled away and forſooke him. Saint Peter himſelfe denied him thrice. Saint Paule complaineth, that all they of Aſia had reuolted,2. Tim. 4.16 And ſaieth in an other place, that all had forſaken him. He noteth Alexander the Cop­per Smith, Hymenaeus and others,2. Tim 4.14 who hauing beenethe chiefe members of the Church, were become heretikes, and e­nemies of the truth, Now it is the ſame Church, and we muſt no more be aſto­niſhed at ſuch reuolts, than at a man hauing rheums all his life (whereby hee caſteth out of his bodie aboundance of humours) that ſhoulde continue in the ſame diſeaſe ſtill euen in his olde age: Herein rather we ought to acknowlege the holines of God, wherewith alſo he would his Church ſhould be adorned. For he purgeth his Church, not being [Page]able to indure that hipocrits ſhould any l̄og time keepe the place and title of his childrē aproching to his Maieſtie. And hereunto we may aplie that which Mo­ſes ſaith,Leuit. 10.3 whē he ſaw the fire had deuou­red Nadab and Abihu the ſonnes of Aaron, for offering before the Lorde ſtrange fire: This is it which the Lorde hath ſpoken, ſaying; I will be ſanctified in thoſe that approch vnto me, & will bee glorified in the preſence of all the people: ſhewing therby, that the nearer mē approch vnto him by honorable of­fices in his church, and profeſsion of his worde, ſo much the leſſe will hee ſuffer their corruptions, but puniſheth them more ſharply, to the end, that as the nea­rer the peece of wax approcheth to the fire, ſo much the more the heat of it ap­peareth in melting it. In like maner the holines of God may better be knowne in the reuolt of hypocrites approching vnto him, & ſo he may be the more glo rified of the people in ſuch iudgements. This is alſo the cauſe why manie, who before they had the knowledge of the goſpell, ſeemed in outward apparance [Page]very good people. Aſterward being ioi­ned to the church, become wicked and diſſolute in their liues, & very perſecu­tors. It is the vengeāce of god that pur­ſueth thē, puniſhing their ingratitude, their loue of the world and of the fleſh, which they brought & nouriſhed in the church, and the contempt of the honor that God did them, when he made thē aproch vnto him, receiuing thē into his houſe, ſpeaking to them by the preach­ing of his word, & preſenting vnto thē vpon his holy Table, his own Sonne Ie­ſus Chriſt for the foode of their ſoules. So farre off is it then, that we ſhould be troubled for ſuch reuolts, that on the contrary, ſeeing that they are the ven­geances of GOD, wee ought ſo much the more to feare, and to continue the more conſtantly & holily in the church of GOD.Pſal. 101. And indeede if wee did at this day ſee Dauid execute that prote­ſtation which hee did make of purg­ing his houſe from vicious and wicked perſons, would we (thinke you) depart from it, doubting of the holineſſe of it? Shall we not rather be confirmed to [Page]tarrie there ſtil, deſiring to liue holilie? But more, what damage receiueth the Church in ſuch reuolts? The glorie of it before God conſiſteth not properlie in the greatneſſe of the number, but in the holineſſe of them. The health of a man conſiſtethnot in the abundance of humors, which will cauſe ſome deadlie diſeaſe at the laſt: for euen they that areladen with them, take medicines to purge them, that they might bee the more whole.Eſay. 1.22 This is it which God, ha­uing ſpoken of his Church of Iſrael, that her ſiluer was turned into droſſe, & her wine mingled with water, added for a great benefit, that he would take cleane away al her ſcomme, and remoue al her lead from her: and that hauing reſtored the Iudges and Counſellers, ſo as they had bene at the beginning, it ſhoulde be called the righteous and faithful Citie. Experience ſheweth, that in the proſpe­ritie & peace of the church many thruſt in themſelues, ſul of auarice, ambition, pride, and of other corruptions and va­nities; to be ſhort it hapneth euen as in a ſweet & rainie ſeaſon, that many weeds [Page]come vp amongeſt the good hearbes, which ſhould bee choaked of them, if the Gardeiner pulled thē not out. Thē, when ſuch people departe from the Church, returning to their vomit, it is as if God gaue a purgatiō to it, to make it more holy, & more acceptable to her bridegrome. Let vs further conſider the cauſes of reuoltes. If this hapned then when the Church was in peace & proſ­peritie, it ſhold ſeeme there were more occaſion to call into dout our doctrine: But it is in the time of perſecution, that theſe reuolts are ſeen; & ſo, it is feare to leeſe their goods, their dignities, their parents, their country, their liues, that cauſeth them to reuolt. It is then the fleſh, it is the world, it is the miſtruſt of God, and not the allowing of the Pa­piſticall doctrine, that maketh them to change their religion.2. Tim. 4.10 As alſo S. Paule ſaith, that Demas had forſaken him, ha­uing loued this preſent worlde. And in­deed did this miſerable Iohn Haren re­uolt during the proſperous eſtate of the towne of Bruges, wherein he was mini­ſter? By no meanes. But perceiuing the [Page]danger, although he might yet haue ex­erciſed his miniſterie, he began to ſeeke the meanes as a hireling, to forſake his flocke. He knoweth what letters I writ vnto him, reprouing his ſlothfulnes, his crafts and euill conſcience in the reaſons which he put forth, to haue ſome colour to withdraw himſelf. He knoweth alſo what reproofes he had receyued by the letters of others, that he ſhould not de­file his miniſterie in intermedling ſo erneſtly in the matters of war & of po­licie. After the Towne of Bruges was rēdred to the enemy, he withdrew him ſelfinto Zeland & Holand. Where per­ceiuing that hee began (as good reaſon was) for many conſiderations to bee ſuſ­pected in our churches, and in no repu­tation, he gote him out of the countrie. So feeling in his conſcience ſmall appa­rance to be eſtabliſhed in his Miniſtery againe, hauing no hope of preferment in any other vocation, and being purſu­ed by the iuſt iudgement of God falling vpon euil conſciences; he reuolted, thin­king happilie that hee ſhould receiue ſome recompence for the offence that [Page]he had offered againſt the holie Mini­ſterie, and at the leaſt to enter againe into the poſſeſsion of his goods. This then is not the chaunging of doctrine, which mooued him, but (as wee haue ſaide) it is the fleſh, and the world: it is enuie that maketh the Monke. It is ambition the mother of hereſie, as ſaint Augustine ſayth: It is an euill conſci­ence, the rocke that maketh the ſhippe­wracke of Faith, as Saint Paule ſayth,1. Tim. 1.19 which hath made him to chaunge his profeſsion. To be ſhort, GOD could no longer ſuffer ſuch an hypocrite in his church, nor ſuch a filth in his holie tem­ple: hee woulde bee ſanctified in ta­king vengeance vpon him, who ſo in­ordinately approched vnto him. Hee hath ſet him foorth for an example of his iudgements, that thoſe that make profeſsion of Religion, and chieflie the Miniſters of the worde, may ſtudy more and more to walke with a good conſcience to keepe themſelues in their vocation, to renounce the paſsions of the fleſh, & the illuſions of the world, and ſo with feruent praiers to continue [Page]conſtantly in the grace of the Lorde. Furthermore, let him make as manie ſhewes as he wil, let him ſweare, let him lift vp his hands, and his eies to heauen, let him weare a great paire of beads, let him goe oft and deuoutlie to the maſſe; yet ſhall hee not eaſily make the Ieſuites (who are cunninger than he) to beleue, that hee dooth it indeede and from his heart. For thoſe who among them haue any little more wit than the common ſort, vnderſtand well enough if they wold confeſſe it, that the change of the holy Supper into the Maſſe, the wor­ſhipping of bread in it, the fiery purga­tory after death, the opinion of meri­ting paradiſe by workes, ſpecially thoſe of ſupererogation; the ſetting foorth of God the father, who is an inuiſible and eternal ſpirit, vnder the figure of an old man: the worſhipping of images, the inuocation of Saints departed, candles lighted at noone dayes, & borne in pro­ceſsion, the great beads hanging at their neckes, and other ſuch idolatries & ſu­perſtitions, are either ſo abhominable or ſo manifeſtly contrary to the word of [Page]God, yea, or ſo abſurd, that he that hath once knowne them by the light of the goſpell can neuer allow thē in his heart. But be it, that by the inchantment of ſa­tan, and iudgement of God, he were in­deed become a Papiſt, and that S. Paule himſelf ſhuld reuolt, preaching another goſpell; we ought, as he himſelfe prote­ſteth, to holde him accurſed,Gal. 1. and not to be mooued to doubt of our faith. For our religion & ſaith is not founded vpō the conſtancie or ſtedfaſtneſſe of men, but vpon the truth o our God, and vp­pon the teſtimonie of the holy Ghoſt in our hearts. If men be vnfaithfull, ſaith S. Paule, 2. Ti. 2.13. he remaineth notwithſtanding faithfull, and can not denie himſelfe. When Ieſus Chriſt forſaken of his Diſ­ciples, ſhould aske vs, if wee alſo would leaue him: we are taught to anſwer with the Apoſtles; Lord,Ioh. 6.67. whether ſhall wee goe, thou haſt the words of eternall life. The faithfull Paſtormuſt (without be­ing aſtoniſhed at the reuolt of manie) ſay with Eſai, Eſai. 8.18. Behold I & my children which god hath giuen me, are for ſignes and wonders. The horrible and fearfull [Page]vengeance, which waighteth on, and fol­loweth theſe curſed apoſtates at the ve­rie heeles, ſhould make vs to tremble, & to reſolue to renounce all that is vppon the earth, that we may get and hold faſt all that is in heauen: & ſo leauing theſe poore reuolters to the iudgement of God, to caſt our eyes vppon thoſe, who euen in our time haue indured ſo con­ſtantlie the loſſe of their goods, reproa­ches, priſons: to be ſhort, who chearful­lie haue entered into the flaming fire, & by eruell death mounted into the king­dome of heauen; to the ende that ſuch autentique ſeales of the heauenlie doc­trine, may confirme our hearts to conti­nue conſtantlie, & chearfullie to follow their ſteps, and ſo be their companions in glorie.Of the aſſu rāce of our adopti­on, not­withſtand­ing the re­uolts. We ought not to be troubled at theſe reuoltes, as if we were not aſſu­red to continue in the faith, whereby al­ſo it ſhall come to paſſe, that wee ſhall be in doubt whether we are, or ſhal con­tinue the Children of GOD. For as the markes of our adoption ſet foorth here before are of two ſorts: the one inward before God, and the other outward be­fore [Page]men: they which haue the inward markes, which conſiſt in the teſtimonie of the holy Ghoſt in our hearts, in the peace of our conſciences, and in the ho­ly deſire of our ſoules, feele theſe gra­ces, which aſſureth them that they are the children of GOD, choſen to eter­nal life: yea more certainly than we are aſſured by the light of the Sunne that we ſee, & by the heat that we feele, that the Sun ſhineth. And in deed they haue the white ſtone, whereof mention is made in the reuelation,Reue. 2.17. & in that ſtone a new name of the childe of god writtē, which none can know but he that recei­ueth it. The world, ſaith Chriſt, cānot re­ceiue the ſpirit of truth, becauſe it hath not ſeen him, neither hath known him: Ioh. 14.17. but ye know him, ſaith hee to his Apoſtles, for hee abideth with you, and ſhall be in you. As touching the outwarde marke of beeing a member of the viſible Church, it is alſo verie certaine in reſpect of God, inaſmuch as ſpeaking to vs, and ſealing his words by the ſacraments, he neither wil, nor can deceiue or lie. But if mē hearing his word, & cōmunicating [Page]at the Sacraments, reiect in their hearts the ſpirituall graces which are offered vnto them, and ſo abide vnfaithfull, and wicked within (when notwithſtanding they are helde for faithfull and the chil­drē of god, becauſe of the outward pro­feſſion:) it is no meruaile if God at the laſt do diſcouer them, & caſt them off: ſhewing therin, that they wer neuer his. And this is it that S. Iohn ſaith of ſuch;1. Ioh. 2.19 They went out frō amongſt vs, but they were not of vs; for if they had bin of vs, they would haue tarried with vs. But this is, that it might appeare that all are not of vs. They that are once grafted in Chriſt, can not periſh: for the giftes of God are without repentance.Ro. 11.29. But eue­rie plant,Matt. 15.13 ſaith Ieſus Chriſt, which my father hath not planted, ſhall bee pulled vp.Matt. 13. The parable of the ſeede falling into diuers ſortes of earth, teacheth vs two points to this purpoſe. Firſt, that manie ſhal heare the goſpel, but without frute. Secondlie, that it ſhall be their own falt. For if entring into the Church, they bring their cares and loue to the world, without hauing will to forſake them, ſo [Page]as it like thornes, choake the good ſeede of the word.2. Tim. 2.19. And ſo hauing no moiſture of the grace of God, they wither at the firſt ſunne of perſecution; a man may ſee the cauſe of their reuolte, to wete, becauſe they were not the children of God. Saint Paule hauing ſaid, that God knoweth who are his, addeth: and who­ſoeuer calleth vpon the name of Chriſt, let him depart from all iniquitie: ſhew­ing thereby, that if there bee anie which ioyne themſelues to the Church, calling vpon the name of Chriſt, and doo not depart frō iniquity; they diſcouer there­by that God neuer tooke them for his. Which thing is good to be noted. For manie thinke, that to be of our Church nedeth nothing, but to chāge the maſſe to the preaching, and to the communi­cating at the Lords ſupper. And when they vnderſtand, that to be the childe of God, is required to renoūce themſelues to leaue couetouſnes, ambition, drun­kenneſſe, the world, and all pompes: to be ſhort, that they muſt put off the olde man, and be a new creature: not beeing diſpoſed to do this, they leaue the prea­ching, [Page]and returne to the Maſſe. Now be theſe the children of God that reuolt, that they ſhould make thoſe that are in deed and continue to doubt? Nay, ra­ther they are the children of the world, who hauing brought the world in with them, haue alſo carried the world away with them. They therefore that haue once beleeued, who alſo beleeuing, feele a deſire to liue according vnto god, are aſſured that they cannot periſh. He that beginneth this good work in them,Phil. 1.6. wil accōpliſh it, euen vnto the day of chriſt. And to this purpoſe ſaith S. Auguſtine verie wel,Aug. de cor rect. & gra. ca. 12. to. 7. He which made vs good, ma­keth vs alſo to perſeuer in goodnes: but they that fal and periſh, were not of the number of the predeſtinate. It remain­eth, that conſidering in the fall of hipo­crites, the double mercie of god toward vs. Firſt, that he hath receiued vs into the number of his children. Secondly, that he will continue this grace towards vs e­uen to the ende: there remaineth, I ſay, that we feele our ſelues double bound to practiſe the exhortation of S. Paule, be­ſeeching vs by the mercies of God, to [Page]offer our ſelues a liuing ſacrifice, holy & pleaſing to God,Rom. 12.1. & not to be faſhioned like this wicked world: but rather en­deuouring to this, that being tranfform­ed by the renuing of our vnderſtanding, we may approoue and follow, the good and perfect will of God. And let vs re­member that which S. John ſaith,1. Iohn 3.3. That they that haue hope to liue with Ieſus Chriſt, and to ſee him as hee is, do puri­fie themſelues as he is pure.


CHAP. 6.
That afflictions ought not to make vs to doubt of our adoption, but rather confirme vs. 

LET vs now come to that ſtū ­bling blocke and trouble, that proceedeth from our afflicti­ons. What apparaunce is there (ſaieth the fleſh) that wee are the Children of GOD? Our goods are violently ta­ken from vs, our poſſeſsions are con­fiſcate, and our Offices and Eſtates are taken away. [Page]We are driuen out of our Countrey, yea from Countrey to Countrey like vaga­bonds: wee are hated of father and mo­ther, and of our other kinſfolk & frends: we are drawen and kept in priſon: wee are derided and brought into extreame calamities & miſcries: we are as ſheepe of the ſhambles, apointed to the ſword, to the gallowes and to the fire: To bee ſhort, wee ſee nothing but the ſignes of the wrath and the curſe of God vpon vs. And that which more is, the Church which wee haue ſaid was the kingdome of Chriſt, and the houſe of God, how is it aſſailed by the mightie men of this world? whome alſo we ſee to come to the end of their enterpriſes, to oppreſſe, tread vnder foote, rent and ſcatter this Church, exerciſing al crueltie againſt it, as hūgrie wolues vpon a flock of ſheep, forſaken of their ſhepheard. They tri­umph in their victories, and wee hang down the head & weep, bowing down our necks vnder the yoke of afflictions. They increaſe in riches, & we conſume in pouertie: they are aduaunced to ho­nours and dignities, and we are deſpiſed [Page]as rebels, & wicked and ſeditious peo­ple. See what the fleſh ſaith: and yet theſe are but diſcourſes and complaints of great ignoraunce or infirmitie. For what is that which troubleth and of­fendeth vs in this condition and eſtate. Euen that whereby wee ought rather to be confirmed, in the aſſuraunce that wee are the children of GOD, and in­deede happie. Firſt, if GOD had promiſed to entreate his Children in this worlde delicatelie, and to ſet them vp in riches and high eſtate, wee might haue ſome occaſion to doubt whether wee were the Children of GOD, all calamities and afflicti­ons quite contrarie falling vpon vs. But ſeeing it is ſo, that the Holie Ghoſt hath foretolde vs both often and ma­nifeſtlie, that the children of GOD ſhoulde bee afflicted, and that thoſe that woulde liue faithfullie in the feare of GOD in Chriſt, ſhall ſuffer perſe­cution;2. Tim. 3 12 this perſecution and afflicti­on ought rather to ſerue vs for a ſigne that wee are the children of GOD.
Moreouer, if the moſt excellent ſer­uants [Page]and children of GOD haue alwayes beene moſt afflicted. Affli­ctions ought not to make vs doubt of our adoption and ſaluation, except wee will call in doubt the ſaluation and felicitie of thoſe, whom wee con­feſſe to bee the verie bleſſed children of GOD: Eſpeciallie, if afflictions do ſerue greatlie to pull our hearts from the Earth, and to lift them vp into Heauen, to purifie our faith as golde in the fire, and to faſhion vs into a true obedience of God. Then the vtility and profite which commeth vnto vs there­by, ought to ſerue vs for a ſufficient proofe, that in afflictions GOD ſhe­weth himſelfe to be our father, hauing care of our welfare and ſaluation. And yet more, ſeeing the taking awaie of our goods temporall, ſhall bring vs foorth an eternall treaſure in Heauen, the mockeries and reproches ſhall bee turned vnto glorie before GOD, the teares into ioy, our ſufferings into com­fortes: Who is hee that will not con­feſſe, that ſuch afflictions proceede from the verie loue of GOD towards [Page]vs? To be ſhort, ſeeing that GOD, ſtrengthening vs in the middeſt of the fires of tribulations, ſheweth in our infirmitie his might and bountie, and ſeeing (when wee ſuffer for his name) hee maketh vs witneſſes of his trueth: our afflictions are (as it were) ſtages from whence he maketh his own glory to ſhine, and giueth increaſe vnto ours. So farre off is it then, that beeing af­flicted, wee ſhoulde bee troubled or offended, that contrariwiſe thoſe trou­bles ought to ſerue vs for an aſſurance, that we are the children of GOD: whereof that wee may bee the better reſolued, we wil treate of theſe points more at large.


CAP. 7.
[Page]
That the afflictions that happen vnto vs, haue beene foretolde, and there­fore they ought to confirme vs in the aſſurance of our adoption.

THE holie Ghoſt hath at all times foretold and te­ſtified by ſundry and ma­nifeſt ſentences, that the children of God ſhoulde be perſecuted and afflicted in this life, yea, in ſuch ſort, as the firſt afflictions ſhoulde bee but the beginnings of grea­ter; and that paſsing one euill, they ſhoulde prepare themſelues to indure others that ſhould followe as the waues in the Sea.Gen. 3.15 Prophecies of the olde teſtament. GOD from the begin­ning of the worlde, hauing pronoun­ced, that hee woulde put enmitie be­tweene the ſeede of the woman and the ſeede of the Serpent, hath aduertiſed vs, that as long as there ſhalbe deuils in the world, and children of God, they muſt vnderſtand, that ſuch enemies will im­ploy [Page]all their ſtrength & means to per­ſecute thē: As this alſo is repreſented in the Reuelatiō in that which is ſaid by S. Iohn, Reue. 12 that the olde ſerpent not being a­ble to deuoure the Sonne of GOD, nor the body of the church, was very angry, and went to make war with the reſt of her ſeede which kept the commaunde­ments of God, and which had the teſti­monie of Ieſus Chriſt. Likewiſe God hauing promiſed ſeede vnto Abraham, and added, that it ſhoulde bee as the Starres of the Heauen.Gen. 15.13 He tolde him by and by, that it ſhoulde bee afflicted, ſaying: Knowe thou for a certayne, that thy ſeede ſhall dwell and ſerue in a Land that is not their owne, and ſhal be afflicted foure hundred yeeres. And that which is more, hee confirmeth this aduertiſement by a viſion or nota­ble ſigne, commaunding him to di­uide in peeces an heifar, a ramme, a hee goate, a turtle, and a pigeon; and ſen­ding a flight of Birdes vpon the dead carcaſes cut in peeces: he ſhewed him, that his ſeede (by the greatneſſe of af­flictions) ſhould be like vnto dead car­caſes [Page]cut in peeces, and expoſed for a pray vnto the Birdes. Dauid in a few wordes ſheweth this condition to be common to all the children of GOD, ſaying,Pſal. 34.20 that the afflictions of the righ­teous are manie. And in howe manie ſortes, and in how many places haue the Prophetes foretolde of the afflicti­ons that came vpon the tenne tribes of Iſrael carried after captiues into Aſſy­ria? In like manner of the kingdome of Iuda, the deſtruction of the Tem­ple, the ſacking of the Citie, the maſ­ſacre of a great part of the people, and the captiuitie of the reſt,Prophecies of the newe teſtament. Mat. 10.16 by the ſpace of ſeauentie yeares in Babylon. Aboue all, Ieſus Chriſt, who is the wiſedome of GOD, how often hath hee fore­tolde the afflictions of his faithfull ſer­uants and members of his body? Be­holde (ſaith he) to his A poſtles, I ſend you as Sheepe amongeſt Wolues. Yee ſhall bee deliuered vnto the Conſiſto­ries, and whipped in the Synagogues. Yee ſhall bee hated of all men for my names ſake. If they haue called the Maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how [Page]much more his ſeruauntes. I am not come to bring peace vpon the Earth, but a Sworde.Mat. 16.24 If anſe will followe mee, let him renounce him ſelfe, and take vp his Croſſe and followe mee. They ſhall deliuer you to bee puniſhed, and ſhall ſlay you.Mat. 24.9 If they haue Per­ſecuted mee, they will alſo perſecute you. Againe,Ihon 16.2 Verelie, verelie I ſaie vnto you, that yee ſhall weepe and la­ment, and the worlde ſhall reioyce. Yea, hee compareth the faithfull vnto a Woman which trauaileth of childe.Iho. 16.21 True it is, that the wicked are alſo tormented in their courſe. But Iudgement ſayeth Saint Peter, 1. Pet. 4.17 muſt beginne at the houſe of GOD. And of this iudgement it is that Saint Paule dooth ſpeake,2. Theſ. 3.7 ſaying: That wee are ordayned to bee afflicted, which hee dooth confirme by a Sen­tence full of comforte,Act. 14 22 faying: That by manie tribulations wee muſt en­ter into the Kingdome of Heauen. Agayne,2. Tim. 3.12 all they that will liue godlie in Chriſt, muſt ſuffer perſecution. But aboue al, that is to be noted that hee [Page]ſaide in an other place:Col. 1.24. I reioyce, and fill vp in my ſelfe that which wanted of the ſufferings of Chriſt: meaning by Chriſt, all the faithfull, with their head, and ſhewing, that GOD hath ordained a certain meaſure of paſsions for this Chriſt, and conſequently to euery one of his members his portion, which hee muſt ſuffer, to accompliſh the paſsions of Chriſt. Now this is not without great reaſon, that the Holie Ghoſt hath ſo carefully, and in ſo ma­ny ſortes and manners foretolde, that the children of GOD ſhoulde bee af­flicted. It is to this ende, as Ieſus Chriſt him ſelfe teacheth his Apoſtles,Ihon 16.1. that we ſhold not be troubled or offen­ded, when we ſee the faithful to be ſpoi­led, chaſed away, impriſoned, mocked, & murthered, that then we ſhould re­member that it was told vs before. And that it commeth not to paſſe by fortune or chaunce, nor by the abſolute will of mē that we are afflicted. But by the ap­pointment of God the father, and that this is the entertainment which he hath ordained for his ſeruants and children. [Page]But our fleſh doth Iudaize too much in this behalfe. For as the Ievves in olde time, looking for a Meſſias triumphing in the world, were offended at his hu­militie & baſe eſtate, & ſo at the croſſe of Ieſus Chriſt, and therefore reiected both him and his doctrine: euen ſo our fleſh at this day doth ſtill imagine a go­ſpel of veluet agreeable to their deſires, and a kingdome of Chriſt that were of this world. See now why it is troubled and offended, deriding a Chriſt crow­ned with thornes, bearing his croſſe vp­pon his ſhoulders, and laying it vpon all thoſe that will be the children of God with him. But if the Iewes had wel wei­ed that which Eſai foretold of the Meſ­ſias, Eſai. 53. That he ſhould grow vp as a roote out of a drie groūd, That he ſhuld haue in him neither faſhion nor beautie to be deſired, That he ſhould be deſpiſed and reiected of men; a man ſo afflicted and accuſtomed to ſorowes, that men ſhuld hide their faces frō him, ſo much ſhould he be contemned; That hee ſhould bee oppreſſed with iniurie, afflicted, & led to the ſlaughter as a Lambe. To bee [Page]ſhort, that he ſhuld be numbred among the tranſgreſſors. Alſo that which Za­charie ſaith; Behold thy king commeth to thee humble,Zach. 9.9 riding vpon an Aſſe. And that which Daniel ſaieth, That the Chriſt ſhould be cut off,Dan. 9.26 and ſhould not be. If, I ſay, the Iewes had well weigh­ed theſe Prophecies, and manie other like theſe, touching the abaſement and afflictions of Chriſt: ſo far off is it, that they would haue reiected him, that on the contrarie, they would haue knowen by the accompliſhment of thoſe thinges that were foretolde of him, that he was in deede the Meſſias promiſed. In like manner, if we would carefully meditate on that which the holie Ghoſt hath fore ſpoken of our condition, and that wee muſt be conformable vnto the image of Chriſt,Rom. 8.17 ſuffer and die with him: the tri­bulations which accompanie the pro­feſſion of the Goſpell, ſhoulde bee vnto vs ſignes and teſtimonies,, that wee are Chriſtians, and the Children of God.Luk 2
When the Angell ſhewed vnto the Shepards the natiuitie of Ieſus Chriſt, [Page]ſaying, I ſhewe vnto you greatioy, that this day is borne to you a Sauiour in the Citie of Dauid, which is Chriſt the Lord: Hee addetth, you ſhall haue theſe ſignes, yee ſhall finde the childe wrapped in ſwaddeling cloathes, and laid in a maunger. Now, if theſe ſhep­heards (beeing come to Bethlehem,) had found the holie Virgine in an ho­nourable pallaice, and the Childe in a magnificall and royall cradle, had they not had iuſt occaſion to doubt of the tidings of the Angell, this e­ſtate not agreeing with the ſigne that hee had giuen? But hauing found the Childe in poore eſtate in a maunger, as the Angell had foretolde, they were confirmed to beleeue, that it was the Meſſias.
Euen ſo, GOD hauing reuealed vnto vs by his Woord, that hee hath choſen vs to be his Children, hauing ſealed it in vs by the teſtimonie and ef­fects of the vnction of the holie Ghoſt: and hauing alſo giuen vs the markes in this, that he hath made vs the members [Page]of his Church: hee hath foretolde, and hath alſo giuen one ſigne more of our a­doption, that we ſhall be reproached & perſecuted. If then the world did make much of vs, loued and honoured vs, we might after ſome ſort dout of the word of God, and of our election and adopti­on. But ſeeing the accompliſhment of that, that was foretolde vs, we ought to bee ſo much the more confirmed in this aſſurance, that we are not of the world, but appertaine to our God. And this is it that Ieſus Chriſt tolde his Apoſtles, ſaying;Ioh. 15.19. If yee were of the world, the world would loue his owne: but nowe becauſe I haue choſen you out of the world, the world hateth you. If we aske the way to goe to anie place, & that one tell vs (for a ſigne of the right way) that it is at the beginning durty & afterward full of hils, we wil leaue the other waies which ſeeme ſtraight, drie, faire and ea­ſie: and finding in that way which wee take, durte and hills foretold and giuen vs for a ſigne, wee will bee ſo much the more confirmed, that wee are in the right way. [Page]So the holie Ghoſt hauing foretolde,Act. 14. [...]. that thorough manie tribulations wee muſt enter into the Kingdome of hea­uen,Matt. 7.13. and that the waye leading to eter­nall life is narrow and difficult: If wee finde the way of the Goſpell narrow & full of troubles, let vs acknowledge that we are in the right way to the kingdom of heauen, & that we ought therfore to bee ſo much the more confirmed in aſ­ſuraunce that wee are the Children of God.


CHAP. 8.
That the Children of God haue al­waies been afflicted, and yet ſtill beloued of God.

THis that the Holie Ghoſt hath fore ſpoken, that the condition of the Children of GOD is to bee afflicted, hath by experience been found to bee true in all ages, whether we conſider the people and Church of GOD in the whole bodie, or ſpeake of it parti­cularly [Page]in the members of it.Examples of the af­flictions of the Church during the time of the olde teſta­ment. How long and greeuouſly was the people of Iſra­el afflicted in Aegipt? Moſes reciteth, that their life was vexed bitterly, tho­rough grieuous ſeruitude, and that all the ſeruice wherein they ſerued was ty­rannous, Pharaoh intending to deſtroy them,Exo. 1.14. and to roote them out by trauaile and exceſſiue labour. And not ſo being able to come to his purpoſe, neither yet by the commaundement made to the midwiues,Exo. 1.18 to ſlay ſecretly all the male children which ſhould be borne: at the laſt he appointed certeine of the Aegip­tians his ſubiects to bee their hangmen openly.Exo. 1.22. Whereby alſo when Moſes was borne, his parents hauing hid him ſome time with great feare, they were at the laſt conſtrained (for the auoiding of the furie of theſe hangmen) to put him out into the brinke of the riuer, as abando­ning him vnto death. Could there be a­nie more barbarous crueltie vſed to a­nie people? And yet, did they ſtill con­tinue to bee grieuouſlie afflicted foure ſcore yeares after the birth of Moſes. So that it is not without a cauſe that the [Page]Lord called Aegipt the houſe of bond­age,Exo. 20.2. Deut. 4.20. and an iron fornace. The which al­ſo he confirmeth, appearing to Moſes in the middeſt of a burning buſh, ſaying,Exo. 3.2. I haue ſeene the affliction of my people. They were not ſo ſoone in the way to depart out of Aegipt, but they wer pur­ſued by the Armie of Pharaoh, Exod. 14.9. hauing the ſea before them, & the mountaines on their ſides, and ſo ſeeing preſent death before their eyes. Did they eſ­cape the hands of Pharaoh in paſsing o­uer the ſea on drie foote? Then they en­tred into the horrible and fearefull De­ferts, and going three dayes through the Deſertes, they found no water, the firſt that they founde was ſo bitter,Exo. 15.22. that they coulde not drinke it; They were aſſayled of enemies, vexed with fie­rie Serpents, and inflammations vnac­cuſtomed, and wandred vp and downe fortie yeares in thoſe Deſerts, liuing by Manna and water.Num. 21.6.
In the time of the Iudges, how ofte was the people of god broght vnder the cruell tyranie of diuers enemies? Vnder [Page]the raigne of Manaſſes King of Iuda, there was ſuch perſecution againſt the faithfull,2. King. 21.16. that Ieruſalem was filled with bloud from the one ende to the other. But aboue all, it was vnkindlie handled both before and during the Captiuitie of Babylon. 2. King. 25 Ier. 39. and 52. The Citie of Ieruſalem was taken and ſacked, the Temple of God ſpoyled, burnt and deſtroyed. Hee that eſcaped the peſtilence, famine, and the ſword, was tranſported into Babylon among the Idolatours their Enemies, and plunged into all miſeries and cala­mities, and that by the ſpace of three-ſcore and tenne yeares,Ier. 25.12. as it was fore­tolde. The Prophet Eſai doth ſuffici­entlie ſet before vs their miſerable e­ſtate, calling the Iewes perſons deſpi­ſed,Eſa. 46.7. an abhominable people, ſeruaunts to Lordes, wormes of Iacob, the dead men of Iſrael,Eſa. 41.14. people afflicted, ouer­whelmed with tempeſts,Eſa. 54.11. without anie comfort. Are they returned out of this captiuitie into Iudea? There they were vext of their enemies: & aboue al, how many horrible cruelties did thei indure by Antiochus, Herod, and other tyrants.
[Page]Let vs alſo ſee what complaints the people of God make of the calamities that befell them by the Aſſirians, or (as other thinke) by this Antiochus, ſaying: O God the heathen haue en­tred into thine inheritance,Pſalm. 79. they haue polluted thy holie temple, and haue brought Ieruſalē to a heape of ſtones. They haue giuē the dead bodies of thy ſeruants for meat to the foules of the ayre, and the fleſh of thy Saints to the beaſtes of the earth: they haue ſhed their bloud like water on euerie ſide of Ieruſalem, and there was none to burie them. We haue been a reproach to our neighbours, and a mockerie, and a deriſion to thoſe that are about vs. Againe,Pſalm. 44. Thou haſt put vs (O Lord) farre from thee as ſheepe to be eaten, and thou haſt ſcattered vs among the heathen. Thou haſt ſold thy people without gaine, and doeſt not increaſe their price. Thou haſt ſmittē vs downe into the place of dragons, & haſt co­uered vs with the ſhadowe of death. Alſo comparing the church to a vine:Pſalm. 80. wherefore (ſaith he) haſt thou broken [Page]downe her hedges, that all they that go by pluck of her grapes? The boare out of the wood hath deſtroyed it, & the wild beaſts of the field haue eaten it vp. It is burnt with fire & cut down. To be ſhort, we may behold the eſtate of the Church in theſe words: Let Iſ­rael now ſay,Pſal. 129. They haue often times afflicted me from my youth, they haue often times vexed me. The plowers haue plowed vpon my backe, & made long furrowes. In like manner, after the aſcenſion of Ieſus Chriſt into hea­uen,Examples of the af­flictions of the Church ſince the time of the newe teſta­ment. hath not the Church been, and that continuallie, perſecuted, and ex­treamelie afflicted: as may appeare by the booke of the Acts of the A­poſtles, and by the Eccleſiaſticall hi­ſtories, in the verie which, a man may note ten general perſecutions, which were kindled in al the quarters of the earth, by the publike decrees of the Emperours, beſides thoſe that were particular, which were made in diuers places by the Gouernors, or ſeditious of the people. It is a horrible thing to thinke, and almoſt incredible, of the [Page]bloud which was then ſhed, & of the deſolations of Cities, yea and of ſome whole Prouinces. For as the Church was then ſpred ouer all the world, ſo in all the kingdomes of the earth this furie of perſecution was kindled. It was enough for any to confeſſe that they were Chriſtians, and they ſhould be ſlaine by thouſands. Among other perſecutions made by Hadrian Em­perour of Rome in the 9. yeare of his Empire, he cauſed ten thouſand Chri­ſtians to be crucified in Armenia. Henrie of Erford. Dio­cleſian and Maximinian hauing enter­priſed to conſtraine the Chriſtians, by al manner of torments and cruelties,Oroſ lib. 7. chap. 25. Vrſperg. to renounce their religion, and to ſa­crifice to the Idols, they forced them after a faſhion ſo furious, that in the ſpace of 17. daies there were 30000. put to death, and as manie or more chained and carried to the mettalls, a torment reſembling after a ſort, the puniſhment of the gallies at this day.Vincent in his mirrour lib. 12. chap. In thoſe daies ſuch crueltie was ex­erciſed at Trenios vppon the riuer Moſel, that the riuer was red with [Page]the bloud of the Chriſtians beeing ſlaine. The booke intituled Faſciculus temporum, witneſſeth that the Chri­ſtians that were in England, were all put to death.Euſe. lib. 8. chap. 11. To bee ſhort, whole townes were burned with their inha­bitants, for the hatred of Chriſtian religion. As touching the varietie of the ſorts of tormens and cruelties, the diuell ſurmounted himſelfe in de­uiſing them: Some were cut in pee­ces: Some were tormēted with ſtripes of rods euen to the bones: Some were caſt to the Lions, to the Beares, and to the Tygers to bee deuoured: Some were couered with beaſts skins to be torne in peeces of wolues and doggs: Some were burned quicke: Some were broyled vpon gridirons: Some were crucified: Some had their bo­dies dropped on with burning pitch and boyling lead: Some were drawne vpon the pauement of the ſtreetes: Some were daſhed againſt the ſtones: Some were tumbled downe headlong from high places, & into riuers: Some they ſmothered with ſmoake procee­ding [Page]from a ſmall fire: Some had their intrailes pearced with ſharpe ſtakes: Some were throwne into the Lime kils: Some were ſlaine with the ſtripes of ſtaues and lead: Some had ſharpe reedes thruſt betweene their nailes and their fleſh: Some had red bur­ning plates put vnder their armepits: Some were ſcorched quicke, and then ſprinckled with vineger, or powdred with ſalt: Some were ſet vp quicke vp­pon forks, and ſuffered to die of hun­ger or thirſt. And thoſe that could e­ſcape into the deſerts & mountaines, either they died of hunger, or of thirſt or of cold: or they were deuoured of wild beaſts, or ſlaine of theeues, or ca­ried away ſlaues to the Barbarians. Now, although theſe examples ought to ſuffice to make vs vnderſtand what the condition of the Church hath al­waies been, and ſo conſequentlie of the children of God: we will yet not­withſtanding, ſet forth ſome particu­lar examples of thoſe that haue been the moſt excellent ſeruants and chil­dren of God. Abel hauing offered [Page]vnto GOD a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, Examples of particu­lar mem­bers of the Church af­flicted in the time of the old te­ſtament. Gen. 4. Mal. 1.2. Gen. 28. and ſo receiuing the teſti­monie that he was iuſt, was miſchie­uouſlie & traiterouſlie murthered by his brother. Among the Patriarches, let vs conſider the afflictions of Iacob beloued of GOD: After he had been long time in feare of the threat­nings of his brother Eſau, at the laſt he was conſtrained to forſake his fa­thers houſe: Being with Laban his vnckle,Gen. 31. he ſerued him the ſpace of 20. yeares, feeding his flockes, induring the cold of the night, and the heate of the day: In the meane time he recei­ued ſo manie iniuries at the hands of his vnckle, that he reſolued with his wiues the daughters of Laban, to ſteale away from him, and to depart without bidding him farewell. He be­ing thus (as it were) fled, he was pur­ſued of Laban prouoked to anger, & determining to vſe him violentlie, if God (as himſelfe confeſſeth) had not forbidden him. Hauing eſcaped his hand, he fell into a newe and horrible feare,Gen. 32. for the comming and meeting [Page]of his brother Eſau, fearing (as he ſhe­weth by the praier which he made to GOD) leaſt he would ſlay both him, with his wiues and children.Gen. 35.22. His el­deſt ſonne committed adulterie, and that not with a ſtraunge woman, but with his fathers owne concubine. His daughter is rauiſhed and defiled.Gen. 34. His children prophane circumciſion the ſacred ſeale of the couenant of God, making it to ſerue to murther, as they did, al the inhabitants of Sichem, Gen. 35. who asked nothing of thē but friendſhip. By this crueltie more than barba­rous, they expoſed their father, them­ſelues, and all their houſe, to manifeſt daunger of vtter rooting out by their neighbours, if GOD had not held them backe. His owne children ha­uing ſold their brother Ioſeph, they made their father beleeue that he was deuoured of wild beaſts.Gen. 37. Being preſ­ſed with famine, he ſent his ſonnes in­to Aegypt to get corne:Gen. 42. whereby Si­meon being kept priſoner, he vnder­ſtood that there was no hope of his deliuerie, but in ſending his yongeſt [Page]ſonne Beniamin: which was, as it were, to take away his ſoule. What manner of life then is this of the good Patri­arch, but continuall anguiſhes and af­flictions, as himſelfe confeſſeth, ſay­ing vnto Pharao, Gen. 47.9. that the daies of his pilgrimage were fewe and euill? A­mong the Prophets let vs take Mo­ſes, to whome GOD ſhewed himſelfe more familiarlie. When he was yet a little infant, he was put foorth and a­bandoned vnto death:Exod. 2. beeing after come to the age of fortie yeares, and feeling that God had ordained him to deliuer his people Iſrael, Act. 7.25. Exod. 2. he began to exerciſe his vocation in ſlaying the Aegyptian: wherevpon he was con­ſtrained to forſake the Court of Pha­rao, and to flie. And withdrawing him ſelfe into the land of Madian, he ſer­ued Iethro, feeding his ſheepe the ſpace of fortie yeares: He, I ſay, that was ta­ken for the ſonne of Pharaos daugh­ter, that might haue enioyed the ri­ches and pleaſures of Aegypt. Being after returned into Aegypt by the cō ­mandement of GOD, to deliuer the [Page]people of Jſrael, incontinently ſo ſoon as he began to exerciſe his charge in ſpeaking to Pharao, the Jſraelites be­ing more afflicted than before, tooke occaſion to murmur againſt him. Ha­uing conducted the people to the red ſea,Exod. 14.1 againe they roſe againſt him with dangerous complaints. And ſinallie, hauing retired themſelues into the deſert, he was in continuall trouble, anguiſh and torment, for the plaints and murmuring of the people, for the enuie of his owne brother and ſiſter: but aboue all,Num. 12.1. for the vengeances that God executed vpon his people, and ſpeciallie for their ſinnes, as whē they made the golden Calfe:Exo. 32 19. And this ha­uing continued the ſpace of 40. yeres,Deut. 34. at the laſt he died in the deſert with­out entring into the land of promiſe. Wee may to this purpoſe ſet downe many other notable examples, as of Iob, Dauid, and others. But as euerie one may note their great and ſundrie afflictions by the reading of the ſa­cred Hiſtories, ſo it ſhall ſuffice to ſet foorth this which the Apoſtle writeth [Page]to the Hebrues, Heb. 11.35. ſpeaking of diuers of the faithfull, and ſeruants of GOD: Some (ſaith he) were racked, & would not be deliuered, to the end that they might obtaine a better reſurrection. Other were tried with mockings and ſtripes: yea and by bands and impri­ſonment. They were ſtoned, they were hewen aſunder, they were tempted, they were ſlaine with the ſword, they wandered vp and downe in ſheepe skinnes and in goates skinnes, being deſtitute, afflicted and tormented, of whome the world was not worthie, wandering in deſerts and in moun­taines, and in deepe pits and caues of the earth. As touching the examples of the children and ſeruants of God,Examples of the chil­dren & ſer­uants of God afflic­ted vnder the newe Teſtamēt. which haue been ſince the comming of Chriſt in the fleſh, he alone maie and ought to ſuffice, for as much as wee muſt bee faſhioned like to his i­mage, and followe his ſteps. Now, this Prince of glorie making his en­trance into this world, created and maintained by him, found no place in the Inne, it pleaſed him to bee borne [Page]in a ſtable, and to be laid in a manger in ſtead of a cradle.Luk. 2. By and by after Herode ſought to ſlay him:Matth. 2. for the which cauſe he was carried into Ae­gypt by Ioſeph and Marie. And what pouertie (trow ye) indured he there? Is he returned into Iudea? Mark. 6.3. there he paſſed his life vntill he was 30. yeares old, in the abiect and baſe eſtate of a Carpenter: Did he begin his charge?Matth. 4. after hee had faſted fortie daies and fortie nights, he was hungrie, and had not whereof to eate in the deſert. During theſe fortie daies and fortie nights, he was aſſailed of Satan and tempted, and ſinallie indured thoſe three mightie aſſaults recited of the Euangeliſts. Hee ſuffered pouertie,Luk. 9.58. not hauing one pillowe to reſt his head on, and liued by almes.
Hee was violently preſſed with in­iuries,Luk. 8.3. being called glutton, drun­kard, deceiuer, and one poſſeſſed with diuells.Mat. 11.19 He was carried violent­lie to the top of a mountain to throw him downe headlong.Mat. 27.63. Hee was be­traied of one of his owne Apoſtles: [Page]He was taken priſoner,Ioh. 7.20. Luk. 4.29. Matth. 26. &. 27. ſpet on, buffe­ted, beaten, mocked, ſcourged, crow­ned with thornes. He was condem­ned to die, and hanged vpon a croſſe betweene two theeues. And beſides theſe perſecutions and outward tor­ments, what anguiſhes did he feele, when he ſwet bloud and water for di­ſtreſſe and feare? When hee caſt his face vpon the earth, & when he cried on the croſſe, My God, my God why haſt thou forſaken me? let vs adde to this example,Act. 9.16. that of S. Paule, that veſ­ſell of election. When he was conuer­ted, Ieſus Chriſt ſaid vnto him, that he would ſhewe him what he ſhould ſuf­fer for his name. And ſo it came to paſſe, as he himſelfe doth brieflie re­cite, making compariſon of his owne perſon, with ſome of the falſe Apo­ſtles:2 Cor. 11.23. Are they the miniſters of Chriſt? I am aboue them, in trauailes more aboundant, in ſtripes more than they, in priſons more, in deaths often. Of the Iewes I haue receiued (ſaith he) fiue times fortie ſtripes ſauing one. I haue been three times beaten with [Page]rods, once I was ſtoned, three times I ſuffered ſhipwracke: night and day haue I bin in the deepe ſea, in iornies often, in perills of floods, in perills of theeues, in perills of mine owne na­tion, in perills of the Gentiles, in pe­rills in the Citie, in perills in the de­ſerts, in perills in the ſea, in perills a­mong falſe brethren, in labour & tra­uaile, in watching often, in hunger & in thirſt, in faſting often, in cold and in nakednes: beſides the things that happen to me without, there is that which combereth me euerie day, euen the care that I haue of all the Chur­ches. Now,The vſe of the affli­ctions of the church, and of the members thereof. let vs applie theſe exāples to our purpoſe. When the Church is perſecuted, and the members thereof afflicted, the fleſh calleth in doubt, whether we bee the true Church and children of God, or no. But what af­flictions indure we, that the moſt ex­cellent ſeruants and children of God haue not ſuffered before vs, as it ap­peareth by the examples here before alledged. And where is it that we find, that troubles & the croſſe are markes [Page]of the falſe Church, and of the chil­dren of the world, and not rather the contrarie, as it hath been ſhewed a­boue? The people of Iſrael beeing ſo grieuouſlie afflicted in the captiuitie of Babilon, and that for their ſinnes, God by Eſay calleth them, his welbe­loued one,Eſay. 41.8. & 4 [...]. [...]3. and his elect: and prote­ſteth that hee can leſſe forget them, than the mother her child. And that he had them grauen in his hands, ha­uing them alwaies before his eyes. And ſpeaking of them to Ezechiel, he ſaith:Ezec. 11.15 Thy brethren, thy brethren, the men of thy kindred. He conten­teth not himſelfe to call them once his brethren, but doubleth the word, ſaying: Thy brethren, thy brethren, and addeth, men of thy kindred, that he ſhould not thinke, becauſe they were in this miſerable condition, that they were caſt off of GOD, but that he ſhould acknowledge them for his brethren. In like manner, the Holie ghoſt ſpeaking of thoſe that were murthered and caſt to wild beaſtes,Pſalm. 79.2 calleth them the ſeruants of God and [Page]his faithfull ones. The Apoſtle to the Hebrues ſpeaking of the faithfull which were tormented and afflicted after ſundrie manners, and cruellie put to death, ſaith:Heb. 11.3 [...]. That the world was not worthie of them. It is as if he ſhould ſay, that they being the welbe­loued children of God, and brethren of Ieſus Chriſt, the world full of abo­minable people, was not worthie that they ſhould be conuerſant and be any more among them. And ſo farre off was it that S. Paule entred into doubt of himſelfe for his troubles, that con­trariwiſe he alledged them to prooue that he was a more excellēt ſeruant of Chriſt thā the others,2. Cor. 11.23. hauing indured more than they al. And if this ſentēce pronounced by the father touching Ieſus Chriſt:Mat. 17.5. This is my welbeloued ſonne in whom I am well pleaſed, bee true, euen then when he ſwet bloud & water for diſtreſſe, and then when he thought he was forſaken of GOD,Luk. 9.31. ſo as being in this hell, he continued ſtill the dearelie beloued ſonne of GOD: what occaſion haue we then, when wee are afflicted with our head, [Page]to doubt of our adoption? Let vs ſet before vs the great number of faith­full which were before the throne & in the preſence of the Lambe, clothed with lōg white robes, holding palmes of victorie in their hands: and let vs vnderſtand by the teſtimonie of the holie Ghoſt,Reue. 7.9. who they be. Theſe are they (ſaith he) which are come from great tribulation, and haue waſhed their long robes, & haue made them white in the bloud of the Lambe. Therfore are they before the throne of God, and ſerue him day and night in his temple. And he which ſitteth vppon the throne will ouer ſhadowe them: they ſhall neither haue thirſt nor hunger, and the Sunne ſhall beate vpon thē no more, neither any heate: for the Lambe which is in the midſt of the throne ſhall gouerne them, and leade them to the fountains of liuing waters, and God ſhall wipe away all teares from their eyes. When S. Peter exhorted his diſciples to conſtancie, ſaying:1. Pet. 5.9. That they knew well, that the ſame afflictions were accompliſhed in [Page]the companie of their brethren which were in the worlde. And when Ieſus Chriſt ſaid to his Apoſtles:Mat. 5.12 ye are hap­pie when you ſuffer iniuries and repro­ches, for ſo haue they perſecuted the Prophets which were before you. The intention neither of Chriſt nor of Saint Peter was to ſet before them the com­fort of miſerable perſons, as it is ſaide, to haue companions in their miſeries, but rather to ſhew them, that the affli­ctions which they indured were proper to the ſeruants and children of GOD, and that therefore they ought to com­fort themſelues, beeing honoured with the liuerie of their other brethren and members of Chriſt, yea, the moſt ex­cellent ſeruaunts of God, as the Pro­phets were.Rom. 8.28 And indeede ſeeing thoſe whom God had foreknowne, thoſe hee hath predeſtinate to be faſhioned like vnto the Image of Chriſt. Let vs not doubt (for ſo Saint Paule ſaith) that it is a true ſaying, that if we die with him,2. Tim. 2. 11 we ſhall liue alſo with him, and if wee ſuffer with him, wee ſhall alſo raigne with him. Let vs remember the ſay­ing [Page]of Chriſt to his Apoſtles:Iho. 15.20 The ſer­uant is not aboue his Maſter, If they haue perſecuted mee, they will alſo per­ſecute you, if the world hate you, know that they haue hated mee before you. And this ſhould be a thing monſtrous to ſee,Iho. 15.18 vnder a head crowned with thornes, members handied delicatelie. Shall wee doubt then of our adoption, beeing called vnto the ſame condition which the welbeloued Sonne of GOD tooke vpon him going to the inioying of his glorie? Will wee refuſe to follow him, aſcending vp by the croſſe into his Kingdome? Hee hath ſuffered (ſayth Saint Peter).1. Pet. 2.21. Leauing vs an example that wee ſhould followe his ſteps. Let vs not then thinke it ſtrange, as he faith in an other place,1. Pet. 4.12. when wee are as in a fornace, for our triall, as if an vnwonted thing had come vnto vs. Butrather in as much as wee communicate with the afflictions of Chriſt; Let vs reioyce, that when his glorie ſhall appeare wee alſo may reioyce wath gladnes. Now let vs vnderſtand how he addeth, that ſuffe­ring iniurie for Chriſtes ſake, wee are [Page]happy, foraſmuch as the ſpirit of God, which is the ſpirit of glory reſteth in vs, and the feeling which we haue, cauſeth vs to glorifie him, though of the blinde worlde he is euill ſpoken of. Seeing then the heauenly father hath vouchſafed vs ſuch loue,1. Ihon. 3.1 that wee are called the ſons of God, although the world perſecute vs, becauſe it knoweth neither the Fa­ther, nor vs: Let vs ſaie boldlie with S. Ihon, We are now the children of God: And although it dooth not yet appeare what we ſhal be, yet we knowe (as hee alſo addeth) that when Chriſt ſhall ap­peare we ſhall be like vnto him, for we ſhall ſee him as hee is.Col. 3.3. Let vs be con­tented to be dead in this worlde, and to haue our life hid with Chriſt in God, beeing aſſured, that when Chriſt our life ſhall appeare, we ſhall alſo appeare in glorie. If the Diuell will gather of our afflictions, that we are not the chil­dren of GOD; let vs ſay boldlie that he is a lyar, or let him firſt plucke out of the ranke of God his children, the Martyres, the Apoſtles, the Prophets, and other of the beſt and moſt approo­ued [Page]children and ſeruants of GOD, which haue beene afflicted as well as wee, and more than wee: Euen the holie Virgine and Chriſt himſelfe. But rather ſeeing that wee beare their liue­rie, let vs acknowledge our ſelues the children of GOD with them, and let vs ſay (with a holie reſolution) with Saint Paule, Rom. 8.38. that there is neyther death, nor life, nor Angells, nor prin­cipalities, nor powers, nor thinges preſent, nor thinges to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor anie other crea­ture which can ſeparate vs from the loue of GOD, which he beareth vs in Ieſus Chriſt our Lorde.


CAP. 9.
[Page]
That the faithfull haue the common afflictions of the children of Adam, becauſe of the excellent fruites of them, testimonies of their adoption, and of the loue of God toward them. 

TO bee yet better confir­med in this trueth, let vs now conſider how the af­flictions themſelues, euen thoſe that are common to the childrē of Adam ſerue for our pro­fite and ſaluation. Firſt,1. Fruit to awake vs out of our ſinnes. for as much as the reliques of ſinne abide ſtill, euen in the moſt perfect in this life, which ma­keth them hardened in their faults, and inclined to offend God: We haue neede of helpes, to be waked, to be humbled, and drawen from our ſinnes, to keep vs in the time to come, and ſo to diſpoſe vs to a perfect obedience, holie, and ac­ceptable vnto God. And to this ende tend the afflictions of the children of God, which for this cauſe are called cha­ſtiſements, [Page]corrections, and medicines of our ſoules. The children of Jacob hauing committed a deteſtable crime in ſelling then brother Joſeph, Gen. 42.21 but they neuer thought of it, vntill that beeing in Aegypt preſſed with reproches and im­priſonment, they called to minde their ſinne, ſaying one to the other, ſurely we haue ſinued againſt our brother: for we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoule, when hee beſought vs, and wee woulde not heare him, and therefore is this trouble hap­ned vnto vs. Manaſſes. King of Iuda hauing ſet vp Idolatrie againe, perſe­cuted thoſe that woulde purelie ſerue the Lorde,2. Chro. 33 ſo as Ieruſalem was full of blood, and hauing ſhut his eares to the admonitions of the Lorde, at the laſt was taken by the army of the king of the Aſſyrians bound with manacles, fette­red in chaines, and carried priſoner into Babylon. Then, being in affliction, he was exceedingly humbled before God, hee prayed to the Lord, and was heard; and caried backe vnto Jeruſalem. Then hee pulled downe all Idolatrie, refor­med the ſeruice of God, and comman­ded [Page] Iuda to ſerue the Lorde the God of Iſraell. Yea, the poore pagane marri­ners, of whom the hiſtorie of Ionas ma­keth mention, ſeeing the continuaunce of the tempeſt, concluded to caſt lots to know who was the cauſe of that affli­ction; and God making it to appeare that it was the ſinne of Ionas; Ion. 1.7 thereof is come a common Prouerb in a daunge­rous tempeſt; that there is ſome fonas in the ſhip. And this proceedeth of a feeling and apprehenſion of the proui­dence and iuſtice of GOD: this little ſparke yet ſtill remaining in man of the image of God, whereby we thinke, that it is hee that afflicteth, that he is iuſt, & doth nothing but iuſtlie, and ſo, that af­flictions are corrections of our ſinnes. Therefore Jeremie iuſtly reproueth the blockiſhneſſe of the people of Iſrael in this, that being afflicted,Ierem. 8.6 no man ſaide what haue I done? See now why God, to make vs more liuelie feele his iudge­ments, & to the intent to wake vs vp, & to conuert vs vnto him, ſendeth vs oftē ­times afflictions, which after a ſort an­ſwere, & haue ſome conformitie to our [Page]ſins. As for example, EZechias king of Iuda ſinned by ambition or vain confi­dence, in ſhewing all his treaſures to the Embaſſadors of the king of Babel: and GOD tolde him by the Prophet Eſay, that all his treaſures ſhould be tranſpor­ted into Babel. Eſa. 39 Dauid offended God in committing adultery,2. Sam. 11 and in putting to death Vriah, and GOD chaſtiſed him in this,2. Sam. 13 that Amnon his ſonne de­filed his ſiſter Thamar; and that Am­non was ſlaine by his brother Abſolom, that Abſolom laie publikely with his fathers Concubines,2. Sam. 16. 22 according to that which God had ſaide vnto him:2. Sam. 12 11 Thou haſt done it in ſecrete, and I will doo it in the ſight of all the people. The child borne in adultry died,2. Sam. 12 10 & he was threat­ned, that the Sword ſhould not depart from his houſe. Now as the afflictions bring vs to the feeling of our ſinnes,2. Fruit, a­mendment of life, and firſt in workes. to wake vs vp, and to humble vs; ſo ther­of riſeth the reſolutions and proteſtati­ons to fall into them no more, but to a­mend them. And this is it that is ſeene in thoſe that by tempeſt of ſea, or ſome grieuous diſeaſe, are in manifeſt danger [Page]of death. They examine their cōſciēce, their ſinnes & infirmities then come be­fore them: they aske pardon, and make proteſtations to liue better in time to come. The ſame alſo we ſee in children that are beaten of their fathers. This is it which the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes teacheth vs ſaying, That no chaſtiſe­ment for the time ſeemeth pleaſant,Heb. 12.11. but grieuous: but after it bringeth the pea­ceable fruites of righteouſnes. And be­fore he had ſaid, That God chaſtiſeth vs for our profite, that we might be parta­kers of his holineſſe.Proſper in ſon. ex. Aug.  [...]. The goodneſſe of God (ſaith S. Auguſtine) is angrie with his children in this world, that hee may not bee angrie with them in the life to come: and by his mercie he vſeth ſome temporal ſeueritie, to exempt thē from euerlaſting vengeance. According vnto this, S. Bernard made this praier vnto God; Lord burne and cut in this tem­porall life, that thou maiſt be mercifull to me in the life that is euerlaſting. And it is the ſame that S. Paule teacheth ſay­ing; When we are iudged and afflicted,1. Cor. 12.32. we are nurtured of the Lord, that wee [Page]might not be condēned with the world. And to this purpoſe Dauid proteſteth, that before hee was afflicted bee went wrong:Pſa. 119.67 but now (ſaith he) I keepe thy commandements. A game, It was good for me that I was afflicted,Pſa. 119 71 that I might keepe thy ſtatutes. Medicines are giuen either to heale diſeaſes, or to preuēt thē, and therefore are verie requiſite for the health and life of man. Nowe what bee theſe afflictions, but medicines of our ſoules? as alſo S. Auguſtine ſaith, This which thou ſo lamenteſt, is thy medi­cine, and not thy puniſhment, As in a houſe where there are manie children, the rod is neceſſarie: & as in a Citie ſub­iect to diuers diſeaſes, & where there is an euill aire, Phiſitions are needfull: ſo in the houſe of god, where ther are ma­nie children inclined to euill, the rod is many times more neceſſarie than bread: and in ſuch an hoſpitall full of diſeaſes and ſores, as the Church is (for out of it they are dead) it is a great fault if there be not Phiſitions and Surgeons to heale the corruptions of our ſoules, & to keep vs from offending God, & from falling into death. Many accuſtomd to delicate [Page]meats, haue their mouths out of taſt, & after falling ſick, they take bitter drinks to recouer againe the health of their bo­dies: let vs chearfully doo the ſame for the health of our ſoules. And indeede, behold the difference betweene a madd man, and one that is ſicke of a corporall diſeaſe; The mad man is angry with the Phiſition, chaſeth him away, and throw­eth awaye the medicine: but the other ſendeth for a Phiſition, taketh drinke at his hand, thanketh him, yea and giueth him a reward: So when God the ſoue­raigne Phiſition of our ſoules, viſiteth vs and giueth vs wholſome medicines, let vs not be like mad men reiecting the hand of God, but receiuing the medi­cine, let vs giue him thankes and bleſſe him, after the example of Iob; 2. In words & afflictiō of heart. Further­more, howſoeuer the goods and other commodities of this life ought to bee helpes to lift vp our hearts to the ſpring from whence they come, that is to the goodneſſe and power of God, to prayſe him: our corruption and affection to the world dooth turne them quite con­trarie to thornes and hinderances, ſo as God oftentimes cutteth them off, or ta­keth [Page]them away, or mingleth thē with afflictions, to turn vs from euill, to draw vs vnto him, and the better to diſpoſe vs to his ſeruice. Experience ſheweth, that in bankets and feaſts men talke of the world: but where ſickneſſe, death and burials are, they talk of euerlaſting life. It is alſo ſeene that riches lift vs vp in pride and inſolencie, and that pouertie bringeth vs downe and humbleth vs: that in proſperity we triumph, and feele not the force of the ſpirituall inſtructi­ons and teachings: but being afflicted with ſickneſſe or anie other way, thē we are godly people, wee confeſſe that all fleſh is but graſſe, and that we haue here no abiding Citie. To be ſhort, our infir­mities tending vnto death, make vs to lift vp our vnderſtanding and affecti­ons to a better life. Then God, who is good, and dooing well vnto men, who taketh not pleaſure in our euills, afflict­eth vs not, but to wake vs the better, & to ſanctifie vs in his obedience, purify­ing our affections, and by the ſorrowes of troubles maketh vs to abhorre our corruptions, the verie cauſe of them. He [Page]doth as the good keeper of a vine,Iohn 2. who cutteth his vine, that it may beare more and better fruite, not ſuffring it to grow wilde, in leauing too mame boughes on it. And as we cut the winges of hennes and other birdes, that they ſhould not flie away and be loſt: ſo God cutteth off from vs the commodities of the fleſh to keepe vs downe, that we lift not vp and deſtroy our ſelues with vain confidence & pride. We ſee alſo that the corne ſhut within the chaffe commeth not foorth, if the eare be not beaten: and that it ta­rieth ſtil in the chaffe if it be not fanned. The like hapneth to the childrē of god if they be not beaten and fanned by tri­bulations, to be ſeperated frō the chaffe of the world, and the pleaſures & impe­diments that be in it. The Prophet Oſe­as when he would ſhew how God wold turne away his people from following idolatrie.Hoſe. 2.6. I will hedge (ſaith he) thy way with thornes: wherein hee giueth vs to vnderſtand, that as the beaſts that go by the way, & ſee on the ſide of them faire flelds, aſſaying to goe to thē, & running vpon the hedges of thornes, if they feele [Page]the ſharpe prickes, they goe backe and return into the way: So, when the chil­dren of God goe out of the right waye to heauen, to goe to the fieldes of this world & o [...] the fleſh, God maketh thē to come vpon the thornes of afflictions, to the ende that by their prickings they may turne backe againe. When a Mo­ther willing to weane her childe ſhal ſay vnto him night and day, My childe, it is time to weane thee, thou art growen great inough, and I am with childe, my milke is corrupt, it will make thee ſick; yet he is ſo fond of the breaſt that he cā ­not forſake it: but if the Mother put worm wood or muſtard vpō the breaſt, the childe ſucking it and feeling the bit­terneſſe, hee quite forſaketh it without ſucking anie more. Euen ſo, though the preachers preachvnto vs, and exhort vs to forſake the corrupt milk of the world and of the fleſh, yet we ſeeme deaſe ſtill and are alwaies backward, vntill God put vppon theſe curſed teates the mu­ſtard and wormwood of afflictions to weane vs.
We haue alſo of our owne nature too [Page]much conſidence in our ſelues,3. In confi­dence. & in hu­mane meanes, ſo as we know not what it is to hope in God againſt hope, & to truſt to him without gage in the hand. So the riches eſtates, traffiques, the lea­ning vpon men, on the husband to the wife, on the father to the children, on the good Prince to the Subiects, are vn­to vs as vayles, that keepe downe our ſight vppon the earth, and as ſtaues for vs to leane vpon. Now, our God take­ing away theſe vayles and carnall lean­ing ſtocks, maketh vs to feele the weak­neiſe of our faith to humble vs, and to conſtraine vs to looke vnto him with a pure eye, to cleaue vnto him alone, and wholly to depende vppon him. According to that Saint Paule ſaith, That hee had receiued the ſentence of death in himſelf,2. Cor. 1.9. that he might haue no confidence in the ſleth, but in him that raiſeth vp againe the dead.
This is it alſo which Saint Peter teacheth by the ſimilitude which hee propoſeth in the firſt chapters of his firſt Epiſtle and the ſeauenth verſe, compa­ring the afflictions to fire, & faith to the [Page]golde, for as golde is put into the fining pot and furnace, not to conſume it, but to trie and purifie it: ſo our faith is tri­ed and purified in the fire of tribulati­ons. For as it hapneth to him that is qui­et and at his eaſe, that he falleth ſoone a­ſleepe, and hauing an apple or anie o­ther thing in his hand, it falleth, or is ea­ſely takē frō him: ſo the eaſe of the fleſh bringeth vs a ſleep in the world, & cau­ſeth vs to leeſe the ſpiritual good things and to ſuffer them to fall to the ground. On the contrarie ſide, the more one for­ceth to take away a ſtaffe which I holde in my hand while I am awake: ſo much the faſter I ſhut it in, & hold it the har­der, that it may not be taken away from me. Euen ſo the more the diuell inde­uoureth to take faith from vs by tribu­lations, ſo much the more doo wee me­ditate on the promiſes of God to holde it faſt: and the more he thruſteth at vs to ouerturn vs, ſo much the more ſtron­gly we leane vpon the ſtaffe of faith, to ouercome his aſſaults.4. In Inuo­cation and praiers. From hence al­ſo proceedeth this excellent fruite of in­uocation of the name of God. [Page]And ſurelie in the time of proſperitie, when we are at our eaſe wee pray not ordinarilie, but of cuſtome and for fa­ſhion, but being preſſed with neceſsi­tie, being aſſailed on all ſides, finding no comfort in the earth, and feeling that we periſh if God doo not ſtreng­then, aide and deliuer vs: Then it is, that with all our hearts, wee crie vnto the Lord, that wee proteſt that he is our father and ſauiour, and that our truſt is in him: as the feeling of our diſeaſes is it that maketh vs runne to the Phiſition. The hiſtorie of the booke of Iudges ſheweth by manie examples that the people of Iſrael be­ing in peace grewe corrupt, but after beeing afflicted they had recourſe to GOD, asking of him deliuerance. When God ſlewe them (ſaith Dauid) then they ſought him, &Pſal. 78.34. turned them ſelues, and roſe earlie in the morning to ſeeke after God, and then they re­membred that God was their rocke, and that the high and mightie GOD was their redeemer.Oſe. 5.15. & 7.1. I will goe (ſaith the Lord by his Prophet Oſee) and re­turne [Page]to my place, vntill they confeſſe their fault, and ſeeke my face: They ſhal ſeeke me diligentlie in their trou­ble, ſaying: Come, let vs returne vnto the Lord, for it is he that hath ſpoiled vs, and he wil heale vs, he hath ſtriken vs, and he will cure vs. So long as the prodigall ſonne had meanes,Iuk. 15.11. he con­tinued in his diſorders: but beeing brought to extreame pouertie, he re­membred his fathers houſe, and re­turned vnto him. Furthermore, our patience is prooued and augmented by troubles,5. In pa­tience and hope. Rom. 5.3. as S. Paule teacheth: and by the experience of GOD his aſsi­ſtance, our hope groweth, in ſo much as making vs (in the time of need) to feele his goodnes, his power, and his trueth, in ſtrengthning and ſuſtaining vs in aſſaults and conflicts, and in de­liuering vs out of our afflictions: he ſealeth in vs the aſſurance of this his promiſe,Ioel. 2.32. that whoſoeuer calleth vpon him ſhall be ſaued. And he that ſhall put his truſt in him, ſhall neuer be cō ­founded.Ro. 10.13. For this cauſe S. Paule tea­cheth vs to reioyce in our tribulatiōs: [Page]adding, that tribulation bringeth pa­tience,Ro. 10.11. Rom. 5.3. and patience experience, and experience hope. And S. Iames exhor­teth vs to compt temptations for matter of great ioy,Iam. 1.2. foraſmuch as the triall of our faith ingendreth patiēce. By the ſame meanes he trieth our o­bedience and faſhioneth vs. For when God intertaineth vs in proſperitie ac­cording to the fleſh,6. In obe­dience, be­cauſe he that affli­cteth vs, is firſt our creatour. it is eaſie to ſub­mit our ſelues to ſo ſweete handling, and to frame our ſelues according to his will, with acknowledging of his goodnes and loue towards vs. But when he afflicteth vs with ſicknes, po­uertie, reproach and other calamities. Then to feele that he loueth vs, to like this handling, to ſubiect our ſelues to this his will: herein conſiſteth true obedience. Then,Rom. 12.1. he afflicteth vs to trie vs and to faſhion vs in this o­bedience, in as much as working in vs his children by his ſpirit, he maketh vs to cōmit our ſelues to his gouern­ment, to depend vpon him, & to ſuffer our ſelues to be guided by his hand, offring our ſelues as a liuing ſacrifice, [Page]holy and acceptable vnto God, conſi­dering that it is reaſonable, that wee being his, by right of creation and re­demption, he may diſpoſe of vs as it pleaſeth him. And herein there are two things to be conſidered. Firſt, in as much as hee is our creatour, wee ought to practiſe that which Dauid ſaith:Pſal. 39.10. Lord I haue held my peace, and haue not opened my mouth, becauſe it is thou that haſt done it: ſhewing thereby, that whether he tie vs to our bed by ſicknes, or bring vs to pouer­tie, or driuing vs from place to place, he bring vs to many diſcommodities, or euen make vs to languiſh in priſon, or paſſe through the ſword or fire, we muſt thinke and ſay, Lord I hold my peace and will not murmure againſt thee: but render thee obedience, be­cauſe it is thou that haſt done it: for thou haſt all authoritie ouer me, in as much as I am thy creature. And in­deed if after the ſimilitude of a pot­ter, who is able to make of the ſelfe ſame lumpe of earth, ſome veſſells of honor, and others of diſhonor, Saint [Page] Paule ſheweth, that God hath autho­ritie to chuſe ſome to ſaluation,Rom. 9.20. and to reiect others, ſo as they that are reiec­ted to be damned eternallie, haue no cauſe to replie or murmur: how much more ought wee to hold our peace & obey, when he diſpoſeth that we ſhall be afflicted but for a little time, and that in the bodie onelie? But that in this obedience wee may feele indeed that we are happie,2. Becauſe he is our fa­ther and re­deemer. we muſt marke an other poynt: that he which doth af­flict vs, is not onelie our creatour, but alſo our redeemer: not only God, but alſo our GOD and father. And that ſame aſſureth vs, that according to the loue that he beareth vs, and ac­cording to his infinite wiſedome, hee will diſpoſe nothing of vs, which ſhall not be to his glorie, and to our bene­fite and ſaluation. It is well knowne that fathers & mothers take no plea­ſure to afflict their children, and to make them to weepe. And although they haue power to beate them, to appoynt them their diet, and to put them abroad, either to ſchoole, or to [Page]ſerue ſome other, yet when they doo this, men doo not onlie confeſſe that they haue authoritie ſo to do: but al­ſo euerie one beleeueth, that it is for the benefite of the children, whoſe duetie alſo it is to like well of it, and to render vnto them willing obedi­ence. Now, properlie God onlie is our father,Mat. 23.9. as Ieſus Chriſt ſaith: Call ye no man father vppon the earth: ye haue but one father, which is in heauen. What iniurie then doo we to this on­lie true father, that we being afflicted by his hand, after what manner ſoe­uer, doo not ſanctifie his name, con­forming our ſelues to his will, think­ing and confeſsing, that all procee­deth from his goodnes and loue, to his glorie, and our benefite and ſalua­tion? See how, in the ſchoole of af­fliction, we learne what it is properlie to obey God: and that is verie neceſ­ſarie for vs.Heb. 5.8. For, if Ieſus Chriſt being the ſonne, notwithſtanding learned obedience, by the things which he ſuffered: how much more had wee neede to learne to ſubmit our hearts [Page]and our neckes by afflictions, to the guiding of our God, as children yeel­ding themſelues peaceablie to the gouernment of their father, ſaying with Iob: The Lord hath giuen, the Lord hath takē, his name be bleſſed:Iob. 1.21. And with Dauid perſecuted of Abſa­lom: If God ſay to me,2. Sam. 15.16. thou pleaſeſt me not, behold I am here, let him do vn­to me whatſoeuer pleaſeth him. And beeing readie to ſacrifice our owne children with our owne hands vnto God, when he ſhall commaund vs, as Abraham did in olde time.Gen. 22. To bee ſhort in following GOD, as the old prouerbe is, in what condition or e­ſtate ſoeuer it ſhall pleaſe him to call vs. If then afflictions ſerue,Sen. de Gita beata. cap. 15. to awake vs out of ſinne, to humble vs, to cor­rect the infinite corruptions that are in vs, to pull vs from the world, to cleaue vnto God, & to draw our harts from the earth, to lift them vp to hea­uen, to faſhion vs in the obedience of GOD, to giue vs increaſe in patience and faith. To be ſhort, to make vs ſo much the more feruently to pray vn­to [Page]God; it reſteth that wee conclude, that indeede they proceed from the loue of God toward vs, & of the care that he hath of our ſaluation, and ſo, that in afflicting vs, he ſheweth him­ſelfe indeed our father: as the Apoſtle to the Hebrues doth alſo teach vs, ſay­ing:Heb. 12.6. That God chaſtiſeth thoſe whom he loueth, and correcteth euery child whom he receiueth: If you indure (ſaith he) chaſtiſement, God offereth himſelfe vnto you, as vnto his childrē. For what child is it whom the father doth not chaſtiſe? Then, if ye be not vnder chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, yee are baſtards and not ſonnes. Rods then are teſtimonies, that he accōpteth vs his lawfull chil­dren, and not baſtards. And nature it ſelfe teacheth it vs. For, if wee ſee two children ſtriue together, and a man comming by, taketh the one of them and beateth him, leauing the other, we will iudge by and by that this man is the father of him that he did beate, and that the other appertained not vnto him. And this is it that S. Peter [Page]meaneth, ſaying: that iudgement be­ginneth at the houſe of God:1. Pet. 4.17. ſhew­ing that they are his children and houſehold ſeruants, which are afflic­ted in this life. The which thing a good auncient father did thinke and well expreſſe, calling his afflictions,Grego. Na­zian. bitter arrowes ſhot from a ſweet and amiable hand. Therefore as, when we ſee the Carpenters ſtrike with their hatchets vpon pieces of wood to pare it, or plane it: and Maſons to poliſh ſtones with the ſtrokes of an ham­mer; wee gather that theſe are ſtones and timber, which the maſter would imploy to ſome building: Euen ſo let vs conclude of our ſelues, that if God lift vp vpon vs the hatchets and ham­mers of afflictions to poliſh vs: It is a manifeſt and ſure teſtimonie, that he hath choſen vs to put in the building of his temple. And that ſo, we are his children both welbeloued and hap­pie. But let vs paſſe to another conſi­deration of ſingular comfort.


CHAP. 10.
[Page]
Of the afflictions for the name of Chriſt. and of their fruites.

TRue it is that God be­ing iuſt, doth neuer af­flict vs vniuſtlie, which thing we ought alwais to think and confeſſe, to humble our ſelues, and to giue glorie vnto God. Neuer­theleſſe, GOD doth not alwaies take occaſion of our ſinnes to puniſh vs, but often times hee ſheweth this fa­uour to his children to diſpoſe that the cauſe and title of their afflictions ſhould bee honorable, calling them perſecutions and ſufferings for righ­teouſnes ſake,Matt. 5.10. Mar. 10.29. Col. 1.24. Matth. 5.11 Rom. 8.35. What are the afflic­tions for Chriſt. for the Goſpell, for the Church, for the name of our Lord Ie­ſus Chriſt, and for the loue of GOD. And this commeth when we are per­ſecuted of men, becauſe wee will not approue iniquitie, or falſe doctrine, nor defile our ſelues with idolatries [Page]and ſuperſtitiōs, but ſerue God pure­lie and holilie according to his word. To be ſhort, when we will liue in the feare of God in Ieſus Chriſt, as Saint Paule ſpeaketh,2. Tim. 3.12. who ſpeaking of theſe afflictions ſaith:Phil. 1.29. To you it is giuen of God not onlie to beleeue, but alſo to ſuffer for his name:They that ſuffer for Chriſt are happie. wherein he ſhew­eth, that ſuch afflictions are the gifts of GOD proceeding from good will & loue towards vs: And ſee why Ie­ſus Chriſt ſaid, Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for righteouſnes ſake:1 By the te­ſtimonie of the word of the God. Mat. 5.10. Alſo, Bleſſed are you when men ſhall reuile you, and perſecute you, & ſpeak all manner of euill againſt you, lying of you for my ſake: reioyce ye, and be glad. Wherevnto Saint Peter agreeth,1. Pet. 4.14. ſaying: If ye ſuffer wrong for the name of Ieſus Chriſt, ye are happie.
Now, if we haue no other founda­tion than the onelie teſtimonie of Ie­ſus Chriſt to aſſure vs, that being per­ſecuted for his name, God loueth vs, and will make vs bleſſed, were it not an vntollerable impudencie for the diuell, and an incredulitie inexcu­ſable [Page]for vs, to call that in doubt, which he, who is the trueth it ſelfe, doth affirme? Notwithſtanding, to the end that we may the more liuelie feele this felicitie than when wee are perſecuted for his name: let vs conſi­der the reaſons which the holie ghoſt giueth vs. Firſt, when Ieſus Chriſt had ſaid: bleſſed are they which ſuffer for righteouſnes ſake, he addeth as a rea­ſon:2. For the promiſes. 1. Of the kingdome of heauen. Mat. 5.10. For theirs is the kingdome of heauen. They that through zeale and charitie imploye themſelues to main­taine the innocencie and right of an other, and aboue all the trueth of God, incurre ordinarilie the hatred of the world, lifting vp it ſelfe againſt them, to bring them to ruine. But let them comfort themſelues: for what can they leeſe, ſeeing the kingdome of heauen is theirs, and cannot bee taken from them? Yea farther, ſee­ing theſe perſecutions aſſure them, and prepare them to come thether, Ieſus Chriſt addeth that wee are bleſ­ſed,Mat. 5.12. and that wee ought to skip for ioye when anie iniurie is offered vs, [Page]either in word or deed,2. For the reward: lying on vs for his names ſake. For your reward (ſaith he) is great in heauen. Note that he ſaith in heauen: for it ſhall be ſpeci­allie in the life to come, that we ſhall receiue it. Yet notwithſtanding, in an other place he promiſeth recompence in this preſent life.1. In this life. For marke what he ſpeaketh to his Apoſtles:Mar. 10.29. Verelie I ſay vnto you, that there is none that ſhall forſake houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, fathers, mothers, or wife, or children, or lands, for the loue of me, and of the Goſpell, which ſhall not now in this world receiue an hun­dred folde as much, houſes, brethren, ſiſters, fathers, mothers, children and lands with perſecution, and in the world to come life euerlaſting. Now, the purpoſe of Ieſus Chriſt is to teach vs, that when by perſecution it ſhall happen that wee ſhall be conſtrained to forſake father, mother, brothers, ſiſters, and lands, he will giue vnto vs, in that poore, vile and baſe eſtate can­ſed through perſecution, more ioye, contentment and happines, than if [Page]wee had recouered an hundred fa­thers for one, and an hundred times as much lands and poſſeſsions, as was taken from vs. And experience ma­keth the faithfull to feele the trueth of this promiſe. And we ſhould feele it much more aboundantlie, if the mouth of our faith were greater. But yet in this weakenes of faith, doo not we knowe, that the wicked in their a­boundance are poore, and wee in our pouertie are rich. Their couetouſnes is inſatiable, and like vnto fire, which, the more wood you put on, the grea­ter it is. As for vs, wee finde content­ment and reſt in the prouidence of GOD, which neuer forſooke thoſe that put their truſt in him. In the time of Eliah, 1. King. 17. manie had greater ſtore of foode than the widdowe of Sarepta, vnto whom he was ſent: but ſhe ha­uing this bleſsing of the Lord, that the oyle failed not in the cruſe, nor the flowre in the barrell, ſhe had more than the richeſt in the countrie: As he that hath a ſpring of running wa­ter in his houſe, may ſay, that hee is [Page]more aſſured, and hath more plentie of water, than he that hath it in a ce­ſterne, and that all broken. Beſides, this great happines that we feele our ſelues to be the children of God, that being pilgrimes in this world, the end of our voyage is to come to heauen, which alſo wee ſee open, and Ieſus Chriſt reaching out his hands vnto vs to gather vs into his glorie, giueth vs more contentment without compa­riſon, in eating of bread, and drinking of water, than the vnfaithfull haue in all delicates, hauing nothing in their hearts but the world and the earth; and liuing, or rather languiſhing in continuall feare to be ſodainlie depri­ued of all that, wherein they ſet their whole felicitie.
This is it which Dauid noteth,Pſal. 37.10. ſay­ing: A little that the righteous hath is more worth, than the great aboun­dance of the wicked. Yea, the verie ordinary experience teacheth vs, that GOD prouideth for our neceſsities both more aboundantlie than euer we looked for, & alſo by ſuch meanes [Page]as we neuer thought, accompliſhing in his children perſecuted, that which Saint Paule ſaith:1. Tim. 4.8. That godlines hath the promiſe of this preſent life, and of the life to come. If then (as it is ſaid) the contented bee rich, and that it is not the aboundance which gi­ueth this contentment, but the fee­ling that wee are the children of a fa­ther that is almightie, which loueth vs with a loue incomprehenſible, in his beloued ſonne, who hath taken vpon him to make vs happie. It muſt needes followe, that euen in this life we recouer an hūdred times as much, as we haue loſt through perſecution. And who is he that can doubt if he carefullie meditate this ſentence of Saint Paule? Rom. 8.31. He that hath loued vs ſo much, as he gaue his owne and on­lie ſonne vnto the death for vs, much more ſhall he giue vs all other things with him. And indeede, ſeeing wee are the members & brethren of him, whom God hath appoynted the vni­uerſall heire of all things: let vs not doubt but that all things are ours. [Page]As alſo the goods of the houſe appertai­neth to the pupils, although the Tutor gouerne it, and giueth it them by por­tion: and that which is more, hee ſhall ſometimes appoint to euery one his di­et, according to that which by the coū ­ſell of the Phiſition ſhall bee thought fit.Mat. 6.33 And indeede if wee ſeeke firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſnes, Let vs not doubt, following the pro­miſe of Ieſus Chriſt, but that all other things ſhall be added. In the meane time we muſt eſpecially lift vp our vn­derſtanding to the reward promiſed in the life euerlaſting. For true it is, that beſides this contentment whereof wee haue ſpoken: God (to ſhew that it hap­neth not for lacke of power to enrich his children, that pouertie and other afflictions do often follow and accom­panie the profeſsion of the Goſpell) dooth oftentimes diſpoſe, that they which haue forſaken father, mother, & their worldly goods for the name of Ie­ſus Chriſt, finde afterwardes many, which ſerue them for fathers and mo­thers, and obtaine after greater poſſeſ­ſions [Page]in following the Goſpell, than they had before. Alwayes this is not the purpoſe of Chriſt to haue vs to reſt vpon ſo bare recompence, as to giue vs goods which are common to the wic­ked and the infidels. Saint Paule pro­poſeth to the bondſlaues of men, for re­compence of their faithfull ſeruice,Col. 3.24 the inheritance of Heauen. The children then of the houſe of God, ſhold do thē ­ſelues great wrong, to looke for at the hands of a Father, ſo mightie, ſo rich, & ſo liberall, earthlie and tranſitorie ri­ches, & other commodities of the fleſh. Hee eſteemeth it not agreeable to his greatnes, nor to the anguiſhes and tra­uailes of thoſe which haue forſaken fa­ther, mother, their goods and their life for his ſeruice, to giue them things ſo vaine: to the ende, that they ſhould not ſet their mindes thereon, thinking that their felicitie lay in them. The Maſter of a houſe, who keepeth his inheritance for his Sonne, doth not thinke that he doth any thing for him, to clothe him with the liuerie of his ſeruants: as alſo when any one ſhall be receiued for a [Page]Prince into any countrie, he may well caſt ſome peeces of golde or ſiluer, a­mongſt the people, to ſhew his liberali­ty, but the honors and dignities are di­ſtributed among his fauourits. GOD wil not feaſt our bodies with the ſeruice of our ſoules. He is liberall and iuſt, & therefore will recompence Spirituall conflicts with Spirituall Crownes, and accept our labors, not according to the vilenes of our harts, but according to the dignity of his greatnes: ſeeing alſo, that he crowneth not in vs, our workes,Auguſt. but properly his owne. Of one and the ſelfe ſame ſeruice, there is one re­compence of a King, and an other of a Merchant; ſo as when we would con­tent our ſelues with earthly goods, God might anſwere with better reaſon than (in old time) Alexander the great, that it were enough in regarde of vs that ſhoulde receiue it, but not in regard of him that ſhould giue it vs. They that knowe the vanity of worldly thinges, haue no contentation but in heauenly things, yea,Manuel. Aug. cha. 3 and will ſay with Saint Au­gustine; Lorde, if thou ſhouldeſt giue [Page]mee all that thou haſt created in the world, that ſhoulde not ſuffice thy ſer­uant, except thou gaue mee thy ſelfe. As alſo he ſaith in another place, All a­boundance, which is not my God, is to me ſcarcitie.2. In the life to come Wee muſt then ſet before vs the reward promiſed in the eternall life, wherwith (without al doubt) Mo­ſes was liuely touched in his hart, when he refuſed to be called the ſon of Pha­raohs daughter, chooſing rather to bee afflicted with the people of GOD, than to enioy for a ſmall ſeaſon, the pleaſures of ſin, eſteeming the reproch of Chriſt greater riches than al the trea­ſures of Aegypt. For (ſaith the apoſtle) he had reſpect to the reward, which al­ſo he receiued, not in this preſent life, wherin he was afflicted vntil his death; but in heauen, whither hee lifting vp his eies, feared not the furie of the King, but held faſt, as if hee ſawe him, that is inuiſible. The ſame Apoſtle writing to the Hebrevves that beleeued, ſhew­eth very well, that they alſo did vnder­ſtand this reward. For he beareth them witneſſe,Heb. 10.34 that they had taken ioyfullie [Page]the ſpoyling of their goods, knowing, that they had a better riches inheauen, which abideth for euer. Wherein alſo he confirmeth them, adding this ex­hortation: Then caſt not off your con­fidence, which hath great reward.The fruite in the life to come incompre­henſible: firſt, for the greatneſſe. Rom. 8.18 Now although, as touching our ſelues, we can not comprehend what this reward ſhall be, yet ought we certainly to beleeue it, that it is moſt certaine, becauſe Ieſus Chriſt hath promiſed it; and moſt ex­cellent: ſeeing that Saint Paule affirm­eth, that the ſuffrings of this preſent life are not woorthie of the glorie to come, which ſhall be reuealed in vs. As alſo he ſayth in an other place:2. Cor. 4.17 That our tran­ſitorie afflictions which indure but a ſmall time, and are gone in a moment, ſhal bring forth in vs an eternal waight of glorie maruelous excellent. And to giue ſome taſte in waighting for the ful reuelation, and inioying of it, let vs note in this laſt ſentence of Saint Paule, the compariſon that hee maketh of our af­flictions that are ſwift, and paſsing in a moment, and the eternall waight of glorie maruellous excellent, which [Page]they bring foorth. For true it is, that our outward man decayeth, as hee ſaid, meaning thereby the loſſe of health, of riches, honours, friendſhips, aliances, and other ſuch aides and commodities of this life, and the life it ſelfe: but in the meane time the inward man is renued euery day, by an happy and excellent chaunge, in goods and honours that are ſpirituall, heauenly, and eternall. And indeede what is all that which we ſuffer and loſe here for Ieſus Chriſt, in reſpect of the infinite and incomprehenſible good things, which we ſhall recouer in heauen, whereof alſo we haue a feeling in this preſent life? Are we conſtrained to forſake a fleſhlie father? Beholde the heauenly father which offereth himſelfe at hand, who alone properly is our Fa­ther, as is ſaide before.Iohn 9. What loſt the man borne blinde beeing caſt out of the Synagogue, and refuſed of the Scribes and Phariſies, when Ieſus Chriſt met hym and receyued hym? If any ſpoyle our worldly goods, God offereth vs the Kingdome of heauen. If the earth will not beare vs, the heauens open to [Page]receiue vs. If the people of the worlde driue vs away, the Angells offer their preſence, acknowledging vs their com­panions in glory: If men curſe vs, thoſe wordes are but winde; and God in the meane time doth bleſſe vs, & turneth e­uen the curſes of our enemies into bleſ­ſings as Dauid ſpeaketh.2. Sam. 16 12 If we be thruſt out of our offices or dignities, Ieſus Chriſt giueth vs things more excellent, making vs kings and prieſts to God his father:Rene. 1.6 If our parents diſdaine vs, & wil not know vs, Chriſt is not aſhamed to auow vs, and call vs his brethren.Heb. 2.12 If we be depriued of the ſucceſsion & inheri­tance of our parents, Chriſt acknowled­geth vs the heires of God his father, and fellow heirs with him. Do any make vs weep for ſorow? Chriſt preſenteth him ſelfe to wipe away our tears, & to turne our ſorows into perfect ioy. Are we not receiued into any town to be an inhabi­tant there? God giueth vs freedome in heauen, to dwel in that heauenly Ieruſa­lem, the ſtreets whereof are paued with ſine gold, the wals are made of pretious ſtones, the gates are pearls, whereof the [Page]ſon of god is the temple & the ſun. Are we put to death? it is to enter into a bet­ter life, ful of ioy and glorie. And indeed let vs conſider here the wōderſul good­nes of God. A she knoweth that we are too much tied to goods, dignities, and other commodities of the fleſh, that in ſtede of willingly laying vp our treſure in heauē, we lay it vp in earth: he ſo diſ­poſeth that we ſhalbe perſecuted for his name, & doth therin, as a good & faith­ful Tutor, who takyng the mony of his pupill, putteth it out to profit, or buieth for him good rents with it. And here­unto tendeth that which Dauid ſayeth:Pſal. 56.9 Thou haſt nūbred my fleetings, do thē put my tears in thy bottle, are they not noted in thy regiſter? This beeing true, how much more wil he put the drops of blood which we ſhed for his name into his barell, and in his Regiſter the repro­ches, the flittings, the loſſes of father, mother, lands and other goods, the im­priſonments, the other afflictions; and aboue all, the deaths which we indure for his ſeruice and glorie? As alſo it is written,Pſa. 116.15 Right deare in the ſight of God [Page]is the death of his Saints. And to what ende ſerue theſe regiſters? They ſhal be laid before, not onely the perſecutours, to make thē feele ſo much the more hor­rible iudgement and vengeance: but e­ſpecially before vs, to make vs feele an incomprehenſible increaſe of glorie and of ioy, in ſhewing vs what we haue ſuf­fered for his name, and in accepting vs before his Angels. But let vs now conſi­der how our afflictions are of ſmall cō ­tinuance,2. Becauſe of the eter­nitie. and paſsing away as in a mo­ment, in reſpect of the weight of the e­ternall glorie which they bring. And firſt let vs ſay boldly, that our troubles are ſhort, becauſe our daies are ſhort; & that the glorie is of long continuaunce, becauſe there ſhall be no ende of it. But for the better vnderſtāding of the ſhort­nes of our afflictions, we muſt conſider according to the inſtruction of S. Paul, 2. Co. 4.18. the things inuiſible, that are eternal. For in reſpect of them, wee ſhall finde, that the viſible things which concerne this life, are temporall, that is to ſay, during a little time. The Patriarch Iacob being demaunded of Pharao of his age, he an­ſwered, [Page]that the yeres of his pilgrimage had been few and euill.Gen. 47.9. And how were they few, ſeeing he had liued 130. yeres? ſurely in compariſon or 8. or 900. yeres which his forefathers had liued, as alſo he addeth, that his yeres had not attain­ed to the yeres of his fathers. How then are not our daies ſhort, not comming at the moſt but to 70. or 80. yeres, & that in thoſe that haue the ſtrōgeſt or migh­tieſt bodies,Pſa. 90.10. as the ſong of Moſes impor­teth. God ſpeaking of the captiuitie of Babylon which cōtinued 70. yeres, ſaith thus:Eſai. 54.8. I haue for a little while as in a mo­ment of mine indignation hid my face from thee. How? 70. yeares, are they a little time, is that but a moment of in­dignation? yea, in reſpect of the com­forts and euerlaſting happineſſe, which he would communicate to his people: as he addeth, That he would haue com­paſſion on them with euerlaſting mer­cie. This alſo is the cauſe why S. John calleth the time folowing Chriſts com­ming in the fleſh,1. Ioh. 2.18 the laſt houre: as if he wold diuide the cōtinuāce of the world into 3. or 4. hours, wherof the laſt ſhuld be after this cōming of Ieſus Chriſt vn­til [Page]the end of the world: ſo this laſt hour ſhould now haue cōtinued 1587. yeres, and theſe 1587. yeres ſhould not be yet a whole houre finiſhed. This ſeemeth ſtrange to vs. But let vs ſet before vs 2. eternities of times: that which was be­fore the foundation of the world, & that is an infinite time (if a man may cal that time) and a ſwalowing vp of the vnder­ſtanding of man: and the eternitie of time which ſhal be after the ende of the world, and behold againe an incompre­heuſible infinitenes of time. Now let vs conſider the continuance of the world betweene theſe two eternities. When it ſhall continue 7.8. or 9000. yeares, this ſhould not be, in reſpect of theſe 2. eter­nities, 2. or 3. houres no not one houre: it ſhould bee yet leſſe than one graine in reſpect of all the ſand in the world: for, as touching the ſand the nūber is finite, but in eternitie there is no end. And here vnto tendeth that which S. Peter ſayth,1. Pet. 3.8. That before God, 1000. yeres are but as one day, and a day as 1000. yeres, foraſ­much as before the eternitie of GOD, there is no numbring of time; for there is no time at all. According vnto this, [Page] Moſes ſaith,Pſal. 90.4. that 1000. yeres before god are as a day that is paſt. If then 1000. yeres are but as a day paſt, or an houre, 60. or 80. yeres are but as one minute of time: ſo the longeſt continuance of our afflictions ſhould be but one minute; & yet there are ſome that accompliſh not that. And when doo we begin this mi­nute of tribulations? ſeeing that a great part of our life paſſeth before we ſuffer anie thing for the name of Chriſt; & yet there is ſome intermiſſion in them, if it were but in ſleeping. Then, we doo now ſee how true it is, that S. Paule ſaith, that our afflictions paſſe in a moment. And what is that which this moment of af­flictions bringeth vs? An eternal waight (ſaith he) of glorie, as wee haue largely ſhewed here before.In the firſt chapter. And in deede there ſhall be no ende ſaith the Angell, of the kingdome of Chriſt. And wee are the houſe of Jacob, Luk. 1.33. ouer whom he ſhal raign for euermore.1. The 4.17 And S. Paul ſaith, that be­ing riſen againe, and aſcended into hea­uen, we ſhalbe with Ieſus Chriſt euerla­ſtingly.Ioh. 3. & 6. For whoſoeuer beleeueth in him hath euerlaſting life. If God for the [Page]full meaſure of our felicitie ſhalbe all in al, when we haue him in vs,1. Co. 13.25 who is eter­nall and immortal, we ſhall enioy a glo­rious immortalitie: as alſo S. Paul ſaith. That hee hath brought to light, life and immortalitie by the goſpel. To be ſhort, S. Matthew hauing ſet forth vnto vs the laſt iudgement, ſaith,Mat. 25.46. That the ſheepe that ſhall bee at the right hand of Ieſus Chriſt, ſhall goe into euerlaſting life. E­uen ſo, when he promiſeth vs a perfect ioy, headdeth,Ioh. 16.22. that it ſhal neuer be takē from vs. Now, what compariſon is there betweene one moment of affliction, & a glorie, a life, and a ioy, that ſhal laſt e­ternallie and without end? Then when we thinke that our croſſe is long & hea­uie to beare, let vs ſet before vs the ex­cellencie and the eternitie of the incom­prehenſible glorie, wherunto we aſcend by it, whereof alſo wee feele the earneſt pennie & beginnings in our hearts, wai­ting for the full feeling, and thorow en­ioying of this felicitie, when we ſhall be lifed vp, and put in poſſeſsion of the kingdome of heauen. Now this reward is certaine and aſſured to al thoſe which [Page]ſhall ſuffer for the name of Ieſus Chriſt. Such afflictions then are ſeales of the loue of God towards vs, & teſtimonies that he taketh vs into the number of his beſt beloued children, and that he will make vs indeed & euerlaſtingly happie.


CHAP. 11.
Other fruites of the afflictions for the name of Ieſus Chriſt.

BEſides theſe,1. Fruit, ho­nor to be a Martyr of Chriſt. both excelent & eternal good things, which the ſufferings for the name of Ie­ſus Chriſt doth bring vs, there is yet the honor that he doth vs, to bring vs foorth to be witneſſes of his truth. In regard whereof, although all they that preach the Goſpell are called witneſſes of Ieſus Chriſt, yet this title of Martyr or witnes, is after a more particular ma­ner, and by excellencie attributed vnto ſuch, as to maintaine the truth of the do­ctrine of the Goſpell, ſuffer conſtantlie perſecution, and eſpecially vnto death. So we read that S. Paule gaue to S. Ste­phen this title of honor,Act. 22.20 calling him the [Page]Martyr of Ieſus Chriſt. And S. Iohn ma­keth mention of Antipas, Reu. 2.13. whome hee calleth a faithful Martyr of Chriſt. And in the ſame booke of the Reuelation, he ſaith, that he ſaw the great whore drunk with the bloud of the Saints,Reu. 17.6. & with the bloud of the Martyrs of Ieſus. In like manner the apoſtle to the Hebrues, ha­uing recited how many faithful had bin mocked, ſcourged, cut in peeces, ſtoned,Heb. 11. & 12. & otherwiſe perſecuted, he addeth, that in them wee haue as it were a cloude of martyrs or witneſſes cōpaſsing vs round about, and exhorting vs to follow con­ſtantly their exāple. The Apoſtles did well vnderſtand and confeſſe this ho­nor, who after they had been publikelie whipped for the name of Ieſus Chriſt,Act. 5.40. they went before the councel, reioycing that they had this honour to ſuffer re­proach for his name. And indeed when when we indure perſecution, to main­taine the glorie, the authoritie, and the truth of Chriſt, againſt Antichriſt and his ſuppoſts, it is as if Ieſus Chriſt ſhuld borrowe our goods, our renowme, our bloud, our life, to ſerue for autenticall [Page]ſeales, & moſt ſure witneſſes that can­not faile, of the right and the glorie that appertaineth vnto him. And what are we poore wormes of the earth, that the eternall Sonne of GOD, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, ſhall doo vs this honor, to put his glorie (as it were) into our handes, to bee the keepers and defenders of it, againſt thoſe that would ſpoile him of it? And heere let vs conſider the incomprehenſible wiſe­dome and goodnes of God towards vs. The moſt perfect offend God daylie, and one onely ſinne, be it neuer ſo little to our iudgement, deſerueth death, and euerlaſting condemnation, then it is yet more than the loſſe of our goods, & the corporall life. Now in ſtead of exer­ciſing his iuſt iudgements vpon vs, hee doth vs this honour, that it which wee endure (which is not the thouſand part of that wee haue deſerued) chaungeth the nature, and inſtead of beeing the puniſhment of ſinne, God imputeth it, as a moſt excelent ſeruice for the main­tenance of his glorie. But yet there is more.2. Frute, the glorie of God, decla­claring and accompli­ſhing his power in our infir­mitie, and ſhewing his good­nes, and the trueth of his promi­ſes: firſt toward e­uery faith­full. For what are wee to ſuffer wil­linglie? [Page]The loue of riches, ambition, the pleſure of fleſhly commodities, the af­fectiō toward father, mother, wife, chil­dren, & aboue al to this life, is ſo ſtrong and vehement in vs, that in ſtead of re­nouncing them for Chriſt, we renounce Chriſt, and his Kingdome to enter­taine vs. And experience ſheweth this too much. We are alſo ſo very impa­tient and daintie when there is any que­ſtion of ſuffering, that if we ſhould but onely ſnuffe a candle with our fingers, we wet them with our ſpittle, that wee might not feele the fire of that ſmall ſnuffe, which yet we throw from our fingers in al haſte: and how then ſhould we abandon our bodies to the death, en­tring quicke into the fire to be there conſumed, if God did not ſtrengthen vs ſupernaturally? Howe ſhoulde wee maintaine his trueth againſt the ſup­poſts of Antichriſt, if the ſpirit of his fa­ther, the which he promiſed vs,Mat. 10.19 20 did not worke mightily in vs? Then when we ſee theſe veſſells ſo fraile and weake, to ſurmount the threatnings of kings, the apprehenſion of fire, the aſſaults of An­tichriſts [Page]ſuppoſts, and the temptations proceeding from father, mother, wife, and children; are not theſe ſo many te­ſtimonies of a wonderfull and mighty grace and power of God, which forti­fieth them, and maketh them victori­ous againſt Sathan, the worlde and the fleſh? I can doo all things (ſayth Saint Paule) through Chriſt who ſtrengthe­neth me.Phil. 4.13 2. Cor. 12 10 And in an other place, I re­ioyce (ſayth he) in infirmities, in iniu­ries, in neceſsities, in perſecutions, in an­guiſhes for chriſt. For whē I am weake, then am I ſtrong, euen thorough the might and power of Chriſt, which ſhe­wed it ſelfe, and was made perfect tho­rough his weakneſſe, as hee had ſaide before. So then this conſtancie, this faith, this zeale, & other vertues which God communicateth (by his free good­nes) to his elect, are manifeſt by perſe­cutions, which otherwiſe ſhoulde bee hid. As in running the courſe, the a­gility or ſwiftnes of the horſe is known, the ſtrength of a mā in the combat, the ſauour of many drugges, in rubbing, or bruſing of them, or caſting them into [Page]the fire, as we ſee in the incenſe. The Starres (ſaith Saint Bernard) which appeare not by day, ſhine in the night,Bernar. in Can. ſo the vertue that is hid in proſperitie, ſheweth it ſelfe in aduerſitie. Now,2. Toward the body of the church. this which wee haue ſaide of the power of GOD, ſhewing it ſelfe in the infirmi­tie of his children to his glorie, is ſeene alſo in the bodie of the Church, which ordinarily is ſo poore, ſo weake, ſo little holpen, at the handes of men, that if GOD did not ſuſtaine it, it ſhoulde quickly be ſwallowed vp. Then when we ſee it ſo mightelie aſſailed, by the potentates of this worlde, conſpiring her ruine, by ſo many forces and ſlights, and by ſo many heretiks, doth not God in the guiding, deliuering and preſer­uing of it, ſhewe that it is hee himſelfe, and he alone, which maintaineth and defendeth it? And that his power and wiſedome is woonderfull, in preſer­uing it againſt ſo many enemies, and that his truth is certaine, in accōpliſh­ing that, which he hath promiſed vs, of being with his Church vntill the end of the world? And that it is he which is [Page]the ſtone cut out without hand, which hath broken,Mat. 28.29 Dan. 2.34 and dooth ſtill breake the great image repreſenting the empires, and kingdomes of the worlde: Which to ſhew vnto vs more liuely, oftentimes he ſo diſpoſeth, that leaning vpon the ſtrength of men, ſhe hath beene throw­en downe, and being throwen downe, God hath lift her vp againe without meanes, and beyond all hope of man, that all men may know, that the preſer­uation of the Church is not the worke of Man, but indeede the very worke of God.Iudg. 7.2 As alſo the Lord declareth to Gedeon this his intent, commaunding him to abate his army. There is too many people with thee (ſayth the Lord) that I ſhoulde giue Madian into their handes, leaſt peraduenture Iſrael would glory in themſelues againſt mee, ſay­ing:3. Fruit, the aduāce ment of the church. My hand hath deliuered me. See alſo howe it commeth to paſſe, that when the Deuill thinketh quite to o­uerthrowe the Church by perſecution, God quite contrary, hath aduanced and increaſed it: Saint Luke hauing recited that the high Prieſtes and the chiefe ru­lers [Page]of the Temple,Act. 4 & the Sadduces lay­ing hands vpon the Apoſtles, put them into priſon, he addeth by and by, that many of thoſe that heard the word, be­leeued, and the number was about fiue thouſand perſons. When Saint Ste­phan was put to death,Act. 8. & 11 19 the Church at Ieruſalem was quite diſperſed: but by the faithfull diſperſed, there were as many more newe Churches ſet vp. And it is as if GOD tooke, at the handes of his enemies, corne into his Garner to ſowe, whereof ſhould follow a goodlie and plentifull harueſt. It is a fruit that Saint Paule noteth in his afflictions,Phil. 1.12 ſaying, Brethren, I woulde haue you to vnderſtand, that the things which hap­ned to mee, came to the aduauncement of the Goſpell: ſo as my bandes were made famous in Chriſt, through all the Iudgement hall, and in all other pla­ces: And many of the brethren (made bolde by my bandes) durſt ſpeake of the worde more freely. Iustine in his communication with Triphon writeth that the ſame thing hapned in his time. It may appeare (ſayth hee) euery day, [Page]that wee which beleeue in Chriſt, can­not be aſtoniſhed nor daunted of any, if they cut off our heades, if they cruci­fie vs, if they caſt vs vnto wilde beaſts, or into fires, or vnto any other torment; the more they torment vs, ſo much the more increaſeth the number of the chri­ſtians, neyther more nor leſſe, than as men cut their Vines, to make them the more fruitfull. So the Diuell is great­ly beguiled. For in perſecuting thoſe which profeſſe the Goſpell, hee thin­keth to ſtoppe men from beleeuing in Ieſus Chriſt, to be ſaued. But it fal­leth out quite contrarie. For the poore ignoraunt men ſeeing the con­ſtancie of the Martyres: gather twoo pointes, firſt, that there is no hypocri­ſie in them, nor any fleſhlie paſsion which maketh them to followe this doctrine, which to maintaine they vtterly abandon all the commodities of the fleſh, the honours of the world, and life it ſelfe. Next, they are in­duced to thinke, that the doctrine for which they ſuffer, is of GOD, ſee­ing it is by no humane, but by very di­uine [Page]power, that they ſuffer conſtant­ly and willingly ſo many reproches, diſcommodities and cruelties. And ſo is this Sentence ſo famous verified: That the blood of the Martyres is the ſeede of the Church. In like manner thoſe that haue alreadie the know­ledge of the doctrine, are confirmed as wel to perſeuere in it, as to take corage and ſtrength to ſuffer in like manner for the maintenance of it. For, ſeeing that GOD forſaketh not his ſeruants in the conflict, but is with them, and in them, making them victorious: we take thereof aſſuraunce, that GOD will alſo ouercome in vs all temptati­ons, threatnings and torments: And beholding them, thorough death to enter into life, and by the Croſſe to aſcend into the Kingdome of Heauen, wee feele our ſelues inflamed with de­ſire to be their companions both in the troubles, and in the triumph of glo­rie. The which thing maketh vs to perſeuere conſtantly in the trueth of the doctrine, which ſetteth (as it were) before our eyes this ſoueraigne felicitie, [Page]euen the heauens open, and Ieſus Chriſt ſtretching out his hand, to drawe vs vp into the fellowſhippe of his ioye, and glorie incomprehenſible and eter­nall.
The people of the world cannot vn­derſtand theſe ſo excellent fruites of the afflictions for the name of Chriſt, which we haue ſet downe heere aboue, being therein like to the Philiſtins the companions of Sampſon, which coulde not comprehend this propoſition that hee made them; Out of the eater came meate,Iudg. 14.14 and out of the fierce came ſweet­neſſe: But wee, that are taught in the Schoole of Chriſt by his Spirite, wee vnderſtand and beleeue that as Samp­ſon hauing vanquiſhed the Lion, found in the bodie of it honnie, ſo we hauing conſtantly ouercome all the perſecuti­ons and troubles of this life, which are like vnto fierce and cruell Lions, readie to deuoure vs, wee ſhall finde this hon­nie ſo excellent of the fruites of the croſſe of Chriſt, which ſhall make vs bleſſed for euermore. Seeing then, that the perſecutions and afflictions that we [Page]ſuffer, ſerue ſo abundantly and ſo manie waies and manners to the glorie of god, and the edification of our neighbors, & doo alſo turne to ſo great good and ho­nour vnto vs: let vs conclude boldlie, that we beeing ſo afflicted for the name of Ieſus Chriſt, ought to bee confirmed in the aſſurance that wee are the mem­bers of the true Church, and that God compteth vs for his welbeloued Chil­dren.


CHAP. 12.
An exhortation to perſeuere conſtantly in the truth of the Goſpell in the time of perſecution, not to feare death, to keepe vs from apoſtacie and diſſimulation, to vſe the holy Miniſterie, to walke in the feare of God, and to pray to him. 

BY this that is ſaid aboue, it appeareth that it is ſo far off, that we haue anie matter to complaine or to be offended at our afflictions, that rather wee haue [Page]iuſt argument to reioyce, & to comfort our ſelues.1. Cor. 9. To perſe­uer conſtāt­ly in the do­ctrine of the truth, with con­ſtancie and hope vnder the croſſe, for the aſ­ſurance of of the feli­citie & ho­nour of it. 1. Tim. 6.12 1. Cor. 9. And indeed, behold the coū ­ſel of God, who hath ordained that ſuch ſhould be the way which leadeth vs to glorie. When anie runne in a race, all runne, but hee onely beareth away the prize, which ſhal runne beſt. They then runne vncertainly, but wee runne with aſſurance to obtaine the prize, although other runne better than we: onelie let vs runne conſtantly vnto the ende. Like­wiſe we ſtriue, not in doubt as thoſe that beate the aire, but it is with the good fight of faith, aſſured of the victorie, & by the victory of a crowne, not of leaues that fade in three daies, but incorrupti­ble for euer. And we be not as they that are mad or ſuperſtitious, ſuffering at all aduenture without knowing wherfore. Wee knowe that it is for the truth, wee know that this truth appertaineth vnto vs, we know that God hath created and lightened vs, to maintaine this truth and grace of God to his glorie. How manie Martyrs hath there been in olde times paſt, that had not ſo much knowledge as wee. If wee goe backe, they ſhall be [Page]our Iudges: their zeale and conſtancie ſhall condemne our careles knowledge, and vnthankfulneſſe vnto God. God hath not called vs to fight and to ſuffer, leauing vs wandring without a captain: Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe is our head, Cap­taine & guide, bearing his croſſe before vs & crying, He that loueth me, let him followe me. Himſelfe hath not refuſed this condition, but hath beaten & made the way, to draw & lift vp his owne in­to his kingdome. All the Prophets, A­poſtles, Martyrs, and bleſſed ſeruaunts and children of GOD are gone thether before vs. The worke it ſelfe of our ſal­uation calleth vs thether, and the glorie of God requireth it. Ought we to diſ­pute, whether we ought to obey? Shuld we doubt whether we will be faſhioned like his Image, and weare the liuerie of the children of God? Let vs boldly en­ter into this ſtreight waye, at the ende whereof we ſhall finde the gate of hea­uen. Let vs giue our neckes to Ieſus Chriſt to receiue his yoake, and the ho­nour of his order.
How manie great Lords of the world [Page]trauaile all their life to come to this ho­nour, to be Knights of the Order of any Prince? And hauing attained to it, they accompt themſelues happie men. And what bee the enſignes or ſuch Orders? The one ſhall haue a Fleece, the other a Garter: and the enſigne of the Order of Chriſt, is priſon, banniſhment, loſſe of goods, reproaches, beatings, death. This is the Order that Saint Paule receiued, and whereof he gloried, ſaying, I beare in my bodie the markes of Ieſus Chriſt.Gal. 6.17. Now although that a Fleece & a Gar­ter, are in themſelfes vile or baſe things, yet are they honorable and to be deſired in the world, becauſe princes take them for the enſigne of their Order, acknow­ledging and calling them brethren that weare thē. The enſigne then that Chriſt the King of kings hath taken for his or­der, ſhall not it be honourable? Shal we not accompt our ſelues happie to attain vnto it. Let vs folow cheerfully this glo­rious troupe marching before vs with triumph; honoured with this Order of the Prince of Glorie, IESVS Chriſt.
[Page]Let vs ſuffer our ſelues to be guided by him, who is infinitely wiſer than we, and loueth vs better than wee loue our ſelues. And let vs receiue this fa­uour of GOD, that ſo ſeruing his glo­rie, our glorie may alſo be aduaunced. Let vs not be troubled nor ſhaken with feare, whē we ſee the perſecutors come to the ende of their enterpriſes, and the children of GOD afflicted. That is to them (ſayth Saint Paule) a mani­feſt token of deſtruction,Philip. 1.28 and to vs of ſaluation. There is no greater curſe (ſayth Saint Auguſtine) than the proſ­peritie and felicitie of the wicked, be­cauſe it is as a ſtrong wine to make them drunke in their iniquities, and to make a heape and treſure (as it were) of the wrath of GOD vpon them. It ſeemeth to vs that the worlde goeth to confuſion and diſorder, when the wic­ked triumph, and the children of God weepe. But on the contrarie, that is to vs a manifeſt token of the iuſt iudge­ment of GOD, as Saint Paule ſayth,2. Theſſ. 1.5 That wee are alſo made worthy of the kingdome of GOD, for which alſo wee [Page]ſuffer. For it is a iuſt thing (ſaith hee) with God, to render affliction to thoſe that afflict vs, and to vs that are afflict­ed, deliueraunce; then, when the Lord Ieſus ſhall ſhewe himſelfe from heauen with the Angels of his power, and with the flame of fire to doo vengeance vpon thoſe that did not know God, & obey­ed not the Goſpell of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, the which ſhal be puniſhed with an euerlaſting puniſhmēt from the face of the Lord, and from the glorie of his power, when he ſhall come to be glorifi­ed in his Saints, & to be made wonder­full among all the faithfull. Wee are ſo impatient, ſo hot, or ſo fooliſh, that wee conſider nothing but the beginning of the workes of our God: but wee muſt ioyne them together, and conſider the accompliſhment of thē, as S. Iames tea­cheth vs, Ye haue heard the patience of Iob, Ia. 5.11. and haue feene the ende which the Lord made, and that the Lord is verie mercifull and full of pitie. He that ſhall ſet himſelf to conſider in his minde how poore Ioſeph was handled, & ſold of his brethren, & how (refuſing to conſent to [Page]the ſhamefull and deteſtable requeſt of his Miſtres) he was caſt into priſon,Gen. 37.39. and kept there 2. yeres, ſurelie a man would take pitie on him, as on a miſerable per­ſon: but let vs ſee the accompliſhment of the worke of God: let vs cōſider him (by this meanes) exalted to the gouern­ment of al the Kingdome of Aegipt, & then we ſhall count him happie. Aboue all, if we behold Ieſus Chriſt, mocked, ſcourged, crowned with thornes, cruci­fied between 2. theeues, who would not be offended, that the Prince of glorie & Sauior of the world ſhuld ſo be hādled? But let vs behold him riſen againe, aſcē ­ded into heauen, & ſitting at the right hand of God, aboue al principalities & power, inioying a glory incomprehenſi­ble, and we will admire and praiſe the worke of God. So if we behold his mē ­bers perſecuted, baniſht, mocked, ſpoil­ed, impriſoned, entering into the fire: what (will we ſay) is this a father, which handleth his childrē in this ſort? But if we ioyne to the croſſe the glorie, & the reſurrection to the death: to bee ſhort, if wee beholde them in that eſtate, [Page]wherein we ſhall be, when Ieſus Chriſt meeting vs in his maieſtie & glory ſhal lift vs vp aboue al the heauens, into the houſe of GOD his father, to liue with him euerlaſtingly, and that the Croſſe ſhall be to vs as a ladder to go vp vpon, to the inioying of ſuch a glory. Who is he then amōg vs that would not ſhout out for ioy, ſeing this wonderful worke of God? Who is he that wold not count himſelf happie? Who is he that would haue bin more daintily hādied? Who is he that would not be rauiſhed with the bounty, wiſedome & loue of God to­wards his children? He that neuer ſaw a harueſt, ſeeing the plowman taking ſo much paine to till the earth, to ſpread it with dung, and after to caſt faire wheat into the field ſo tilled, he would thinke that this man were mad, & that a childe were to be whipt that ſhould do ſuch a thing: but ſeeing after the harueſt that ſhould come of it, he woulde chaunge his minde, and acknowledge, that the husbandman had doone an excellent worke. Now, this is the time to til, to dung & to ſowe, the harueſt ſhal folow. [Page]Let not vs change the courſe of the ſeaſons: neither yet let vs ſeperate them the one from the other, but let vs ioyne the time of the death with the day of the reſurrection: and let vs aſſure our ſelues,Pſal. 126 6 as it is written in the Pſalmes, that hauing ſowed with teares, wee ſhall reape with ioye. He that in old time had ſeene poore La­zarus full of ſores at the gate of the rich man,Luk. 16.19 & the rich man at the table in all delights and pleaſure, he would not haue choſen to bee Lazarus, but the rich man. But if tarrying a while, he ſawe the ſoule of Lazarus carried ſtraight, by the Angels, into heauen, and the rich mans ſoule goe to the fire of hell, he would change his mind and would deſire to be Lazarus. Let vs then deteſt the gliſtering ſtate of curſed riches, and let vs compt, the poore and afflicted condition of the Lazaruſſes of our time, waighting to be carried vp into euerlaſting glorie, happie. The wicked haue nothing in heauen, nor we in the world.Pſal. 94.12. Bleſſed is the man (ſaith Dauid) whom the [Page]Lord inſtructeth by the power of his ſpirit, and by the doctrine of his lawe, to haue contentment and reſt in the time of aduerſitie, while the graue is digged for the vngodlie, for an end of his felicitie. Yea, if we were called to ſuffer death for the name of Ieſus Chriſt.2. Not to feare death. What other thing is this death, but (after a long conflict) the day of victorie, the birth of a bleſſed ſoule after a great trauaile, the hauen deſired after ſo furious tempeſts, the end of a dangerous and troubleſome voyage, the healing of all wounds and ſicknes, the deliuerance from all feare and terrour, the accompliſhment of our ſanctification, the gate of heauen, the entrance into paradiſe, the taking poſſeſsion of the inheritance of the father, the day of our mariage with the Lambe, the inioying of our de­ſires? Who is it then among vs, who feeling with S. Paule the bondage of ſinne, would not crie out with him: Alas wretched man that I am,Rom. 7.24. who ſhall deliuer me from this bodie of death? And feeling the good that [Page]death bringeth vnto vs, will not alſo ſay with him, I deſire to be diſſolued,Phil. 1.23. and to be with Chriſt. If death where­with God threatned our firſt parents is a feeling of the wrath of God in the ſoule, & in the body becauſe of ſinne.Gen. 2.17. Wee may well ſay that death and life are two twinnes vnited and knit to­gether, vntill the ſeparation of the ſoule and the bodie: and this ſepara­tion, which is cōmonlie called death, is rather the deadlie ſtroke of death, the bodie beeing then exempt from paine, and the ſoule from vice & cor­ruption, waighting vntill the reſt of death bee ſwallowed vp in victorie at the day of the reſurrection. It is then an abuſe to call life a continual death, and to call that, death, which is the end of a thouſand deaths, and the be­ginning of the true life. It is then alſo againſt reaſon, that wee haue horrour of that which we ought to deſire, and deſire the continuance of that, the onlie end whereof bringeth vs to e­ternall felicitie And to this end Saint Chriſostome ſaith verie well, that it, [Page]which is called life and death, haue de­ceaueable viſours. Life deformed, and accompanied with manie miſeries & calamities, hath a faire pleaſant viſour which maketh it to bee deſired: and Death, ſo faire, happie, and to be de­ſired, hath one deformed and feare­full. Let vs put off then, ſaith he, theſe viſours, & we will change our minds, when wee ſhall finde vnder the faire viſour of life, nothing but matter of heauines and diſpleaſure, and vnder the ſoule & hideous viſour of death, ſuch a beautie and felicitie, as we ſhall incontinently be taken with her loue. So long as we liue we haue cruell ene­mies, which neuer ceaſe making warre with vs, whome wee can neuer van­quiſh, but by death. And indeed wee cannot make the world to die in vs except we die our ſelues. Sinne which is in vs, liueth in vs, and fighteth a­gainſt vs, vntill wee, dying, it alſo die with vs. And by death alone, the deadlie aſſaults of Satan our chiefe e­nemie, die foorthwith. But yet why ſhould we feare it, which cannot come [Page]vnto vs, but by the will of him who is our heauenlie father, yea and at ſuch a time as he appoynteth? As Dauid ſaid: Lord my times, that is to ſay,Pſal. 31.16 all the minutes of my life are in thy hands. There is no creature more e­nemie to man, nor more able to hurt, than the diuell. And indeed he is cal­led, the enemie, the murtherer,Mat. 13.39 Iho. 8.44. 1. Pet. 5.8. Iob 1. & 2. and the roaring Lyon ſeeking whome he may deuour. But the hiſtorie of Iob ſheweth plainlie, that GOD holdeth him brideled, ſo as hee can attempt nothing, nor goe either forward or backward, more than GOD will per­mit him. And this which is more, he hath not power to enter ſo much as into the ſwine,Luk. 8.32 without the leaue of Chriſt. What is this then that wee ſhould feare men? Are not they alſo vnder the prouidence, power and go­uernment of our GOD? It is GOD, ſaith Hannah the mother of Samuel, 1. Sam. 2. [...] who weigheth their enterpriſes, ſo as they cannot paſſe one ounce of the waight ordained of GOD. It is he [Page]that ſlaieth and maketh aliue againe:1. Sam. 2.6. which bringeth downe to the pit, and lifteth vp againe: he maketh poore, and maketh rich: he abaſeth and ex­alteth. To bee ſhort, It is he alone, as Dauid ſaith,Pſal. 115.3. which doth whatſoeuer he will. Now, wee doubt not, but he will do that which he hath promiſed vs, and wee knowe that he hath pro­miſed vs, yea and that he hath taken vpon him to make vs happie. If then, the doctrine of the prouidence of God importeth, that he hath not on­lie ordained in his eternall counſell the end and iſſue of his worke (which is his glorie, and the ſaluation of his elect) but alſo the fit meanes, accor­ding to his infinite wiſedome, and re­quiſite for the execution and accom­pliſhment of it: let vs be aſſured that there is no creature that can let or al­ter his wil, as Saint Paule ſaith: If God be for vs, who ſhall bee againſt vs. Let vs alſo bee aſſured,Rom. 8.30. that whatſoeuer happen vnto vs, is the way whereby he hath ordained to leade vs to life [Page]and euerlaſting glorie. Saint Paule, ſpeaking of Ieſus Chriſt, ſaith,Col. 1.16. that all creatures are of him, ſtand by him, and are for him. As alſo he ſaith in an other place, that of him, and by him, and for him all things are. Where­fore then doo wee feare our enemies,Ro. 12.36. ſeeing euen this, that they are, is by the power and will of him, who is our head and ſauiour; for aſmuch as they can neither enterpriſe, nor conſult, neither yet bee aliue one moment without the will of Chriſt? And be­ſides this, ſeeing their life and being, is for him, and for his ſeruice, that they might be to his members, as fire to purifie them, a rod to correct thē, medicines to heale them, a bridge for them to paſſe vpon ouer the deſert of this world, into the land of promiſe, ladders to helpe them to aſcend into heauen, inſtruments to glorifie them, & as a knife that cutteth the cords by which we are held in the earth, & hin­dered to go vnto God, & to be where Ieſus Chriſt our head is? Alſo, what threatning can the moſt mightie [Page]of the world threaten vs with more horrible, to make vs turne from the ſeruice of God, than thoſe wherewith God threatneth all thoſe that turne away from him?Mat. 10.28 Luk. 12.24 Feare not, ſaith Ie­ſus Chriſt, thoſe that can kill the bo­die (and yet ſo, and when GOD will, and the bodie, which within a verie little after muſt needes die) and can doo nothing more: but feare him, who after hee hath killed the bodie, hath power to throwe both ſoule and bodie into euerlaſting hell fire: him I ſay vnto you, feare indeede. In like maner, what promiſes can the world make vs greater, or more certaine, to draw vs vnto it, than thoſe which our God hath made vs, to keepe vs in his ſeruice, and in his houſe, promiſing vs euerlaſting life? Now, the Church is his houſe, and this good GOD hath called you (my brethren) thither, and hath receiued you. He hath nouriſhed you in it ſometime. He hath there gi­uen you the ſeale of your adoption. He hath begun to clothe you with the liuerie of his children, and hath [Page]faſhioned you like to the image of Ie­ſus Chriſt. A great part of your way is paſt. In this your trauaile of child­hood you haue paſſed manie tor­ments. If the greateſt tormēts come, the happie deliuerance approacheth. He that ſhall continue vnto the end,Mat. 14.13 ſhall be ſaued. They that are reuolted, and doo reuolt, make you to feele in their vnhappines, how happie you are, to be the children of God elected to eternall life.3. To keep our ſelues from apo­ſtacie and diſsimula­tion. For it is vpon this e­lection, and ſo, vppon the good plea­ſure of God, that your perſeuerance doth depend. Acknowledge in it both his infinite mercie, ſupporting you, and pardoning you daylie ſo manie faults and ſinnes, and alſo his incom­prehenſible goodnes leading you, as it were by the hand, to the inioying of eternall life. Abhorre you and de­teſt that miſerable, yea curſed and vn­happie ſtate of theſe Apoſtates, that ye may alſo hate and deteſt the ambi­tion and the pride, the euill conſci­ence, the deſpiſing and abuſe of the gifts of GOD, the loue of the world [Page]and thoſe other vices, which threwe them headlong into ruine. And on the contrarie, loue, ſearch and follow all that which God hath ordained to nouriſh godlines, faith, charitie, hu­militie in vs, and other gifts and gra­ces which proceed from the election, and are meanes ordained by the pro­uidence of GOD, to guide vs to the happines promiſed to thoſe which ſhall continue vnto the end. Keepe your ſelues hereafter from theſe falſe Nicodemites, who to auoid the croſſe, will abandon (by a ſacrilege vntolle­rable) their bodies to idolatrie, and ſo conſequentlie to the diuell, in re­ſeruing, as they ſay, their hearts vnto God. Will the moſt careles husband among them, content himſelfe, if his wife, giuing ouer her bodie to whore­dome, ſhould ſay vnto him, that ſhe keepeth neuertheleſſe her heart vnto him?1. Cor. 6.19 Ye are not your owne, ſaith S. Paule, yee are bought with a price: Then glorifie God in your body and in your ſpirit, which both appertaine vnto God Againe,2. Cor. 7.1 Clenſe your ſelues [Page]from all filthines both of bodie and ſpirit, finiſhing your ſanctification in the feare of God. Perſeuer conſtantlie in the Church, which is your mother,4. To vſe the holie miniſterie. that you may bee the heires of the fa­ther. It ſufficeth not to keepe your ſoules from poyſon, ye muſt nouriſh them, that they may liue. Rather than we will ſuffer our bodies to die of hū ­ger, wee will ſell all to get bread: and wee would runne through the fire in ſuch a caſe to ſaue it. At the leaſt, let vs followe thoſe that in the time of famine, forſake their Countries to finde foode. The ſoule is more preci­ous than the bodie.Ioh. 6.27. And therefore muſt wee labour more to haue the bread abiding vnto eternall life, than for it that periſheth. Alwaies thinke with your ſelues our ſoules muſt liue, and it is to tempt GOD to deſire to liue without foode. Therefore wee muſt ſeeke foode, that wee maye liue.
Now, true it is, that to reade and meditate the worde of GOD in the houſe, and to keepe there the familie, [Page]is a holie exerciſe, and very profitable for the noriture of the ſoule.Col. 3.16 Pſa. 1.2. Act. 17.11 Deut. 6 Pſa. 119 Act. 2.42 It is cō ­maunded of GOD, and ſuch as are negligent in this duetie, ſhewe that they haue no care of the life of their ſoules: yet this doth not ſuffice. Wee muſt confeſſe the name of God, and call vpon him in the aſſemblie: Wee muſt heare the ſermons,1. Tim. 3.15 and commu­nicate at the holie Sacraments: wee muſt ioyne and keepe our ſelues vni­ted with the Church, which is the pil­ler and ſure ground of trueth, and the mother of the children of God. This onelie title of mother giuen to the Church,Gal. 4.26 teacheth vs, that there is no entrance into the life that Iaſteth e­uer, except wee bee conceiued in the wombe of this mother, that ſhe beare vs, and bring vs forth, & giue vs ſucke of her breaſtes: finallie, except ſhee hold and keepe vs vnder her conduct and gouernment, vntill (being vnclo­thed of this mortall fleſh) we be made like vnto the Angels.Act. 11.26 In ancient time the faithfull were called diſciples. For the Church is alſo called the ſchoole [Page]of Chriſtians, wherein (according to the infirmitie that is in vs) we muſt be the diſciples of Chriſt all the daies of our life. This Church is alſo often ſig­nified by a Temple: and the holie mi­niſterie is ordained of GOD to build it. Therefore whoſoeuer deſpiſeth it,2. Cor. 3.6 cannot be builded in this Temple to be there a liuing ſtone.1. Tim. 3 15 Heb. 3.6 Ephe. 2.19 2. Cor. 3.8 This Church is the houſe of God: the faithfull, his houſehold ſeruants & children. Ther­fore whoſoeuer doth not enter, and abide in the Church, cannot call him­ſelfe the child or houſehold ſeruant of God. The preaching of the Goſpel is the miniſterie of the holie ghoſt, of life & of glory: whoſoeuer refuſeth to heare it, hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, and conſequentlie pertaineth not vnto him,Rom. 8.9 & ſo abideth in death and euerlaſting ſhame. See how ye muſt thinke in your ſelues of the benefite, vtilitie, yea and the neceſsitie of the holie miniſterie, to ſay with Dauid: Pſal. 84.2 O Lord of hoſts how amiable are thy ta­bernacles? My ſoule deſireth greatly, yea and longeth after the courts of [Page]the Lord. My heart and my fleſh re­ioyce in the liuing God. Bleſſed are they which dwell in thy houſe, and praiſe thee continuallie. Let the taſt and need of this ſpirituall food cauſe thoſe that are now depriued of it, to ſay with Dauid: Like as the Hart de­ſireth the water brookes, ſo longeth my ſoule after thee O God: My ſoule is a thirſt for God,Pſal. 42.1. yea euen for the li­uing God, ſaying: Alas when ſhall I come to appeare before the preſence of God? When we ſhalbe depriued of our countrie, wife, husband, traffick, goods, dignities, and other thinges pleaſant to the fleſh: let all theſe bee nothing to vs: but let vs ſay with Dauid, I haue asked one thing of the Lord, which I will ſtill require, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the daies of my life,Pſal. 27. to behold the faire beautie of the Lord, and careful­lie to viſite his temple. If Dauid, a man excellent in faith and all vertue, a pro­phet, and as an Angell amongſt men, confeſſeth ſo roundlie, and ſo often, the neede that himſelfe had to bee in [Page]the Temple of the Lord, feeling him­ſelfe as it were rauiſhed with a moſt feruent deſire of this benefite, what ought wee to feele in our ſelues, who are yet ſo ignorant, ſo weake, ſo cor­rupt, in the middeſt of ſo manie dan­gers? Say then from the heart with the ſame Dauid: Pſal. 26.8. O Lord I loue the habitation of thy houſe, & the place where thine honour dwelleth: And that good God and almightie father, who hath care to nouriſh our bodies, yea and prouideth for the nouriſh­ment of the little birds, will without doubt heare your deſire, and wil pro­uide for the nouriſhment of your ſoules.
Moreouer, (accompliſhing his promiſe made by Eſay, Eſay. 44. of powring out of waters vpon the drie ground) hee will make you to growe as the graſſe, and as the willowes by the ri­uer ſides, for the ioye and comfort wherof, one ſhall ſay, I am the Lords, another ſhall call himſelfe by the name of Iacob, an other ſhall ſub­ſcribe with his hande, I am the [Page]Lords, and ſhall call himſelfe by the name of Iſrael.5. To walk in the feare of God. But vnderſtād farther, that the Goſpel wherof ye make pro­feſsion, is a doctrine not to flie about in the vnderſtāding, but to take ſeate in the hart; not in the tongue to talk onlie, but in the life and holie works. Then be ye doers of the word, & not onlie hearers deceauing your ſelues. God hath adopted you for his chil­dren,Iam. 1.22 but on this condition, that the image of Chriſt may ſhine in you. God hath choſen and called you to be his Temples, and to dwell in you by his holie ſpirit:1. Cor. 6.19 1. Cor. 3.16 Remember yee that the temple of God is holie, and that it is not lawfull to defile it, nor to put ho­lie things to prophane vſes. God hath created you for his glorie, and Chriſt hath redeemed you, that ye might be his: Remember then that you muſt bee conſecrated and dedicated vnto God, neither to thinke, ſay nor doo a­nie thing but to his glorie. Ye are dead to ſinne,Rom. 6. but liuing to GOD by Ieſus Chriſt: Applie not then your members to bee inſtruments of [Page]of iniquitie to ſinne, but applie you vnto God, as being of dead, made aliue, and your members to be inſtrumēts of righ­teouſneſſe to God.Rom. 6.18 Yee are made free from ſinne by Chriſt, but it is to bee ſer­uants to righteouſnes. Remember that which S. Paul ſaith, that if ye liue accor­ding to the fleſh ye ſhal dy:Rom. 8.13. but if by the ſpirit ye mortefie the deeds of the fleſh, ye ſhal liue: they that are of chriſt,Gal. 5.24 haue crucified the fleſh with the concupiſcē ­ces of it. If ye liue in the ſpirit, walke al­ſo in the ſpirite.Gal. 5.25 As out of fire proceed­eth inſeperablie heate and brightnes: in like manner if ye haue receiued Chriſt for iuſtification, ye muſt haue him alſo for ſanctification If yee haue hope to ſee Chriſt as hee is,1. Cor. 1.30 1. Iho. 3.2 3 Heb. 12.14 purifie your ſelues as he is pure, following peace with al men, and holineſſe, without which none ſhall ſee God. Remember what the faithful ſoule ſaith, I haue waſhed my feete,Can. 5.3 how ſhall I file them againe.
The band betweene GOD and vs is holineſſe, inaſmuch as it appertai­neth to his glorie, that hee which is holie, haue no acquaintance with ini­quitie [Page]and vncleannes.1. Pet. 1.15 2. Cor. 6 Be ye then ho­lie, for I am holie ſaith the Lord. What participation is there, ſaith Saint Paule, of righteouſneſſe with vnrighteouſnes? what fellowſhip hath light with darke­neſſe? what agreement hath Chriſt with Belial, or what part hath the be­leeuing with the infidel? or what agree­ment hath the Temple of GOD with Idolls? For yee are the Temple of the liuing God; wherefore depart from a­mongſt them, and ſeparate your ſelues, ſayth the Lorde, and touch not anie vn­cleane thing. The ende of our regene­ration is, that there may appeare in our life, an holy melodie and conſent be­tweene the righteouſneſſe of GOD and our obedience. Yee haue vnder­ſtoode here before, that the deſire of the heart to conſecrate your ſelues to God, is a marke of your election and adoption. But ſee yee that this deſire may ſhew it ſelfe by the workes of god­lines and charitie. If you make profeſsi­on that ye know Chriſt:Ephe. 4.20 know ye accor­ding to the doctrine of S. Paul, that yee haue not knowne him as ye ought, if ye [Page]mortifie not the olde man,Col. 2.13 and put on the newe, walking in righteouſneſſe and true holineſſe. God hath drawne you out of the power of darkeneſſe, and hath tranſported you into the kingdom of his beloued Sonne. Walke ye then, as the children of light: Renounce this curſed boudage of Sathan: Shew that ye are faithfull and not traytours to Ie­ſus Chriſt: Be ye without reproch and ſingle harted. The children, I ſay,Phil. 2.15 of God vnreproueable in the midſt of this crooked and peruerſe nation. Among whom ye ſhine as lightes in the worlde, which beare before you the worde of life.Tit. 2.11 Shew your ſelues to feele the whol­ſome grace of God, which teacheth you to renounce all infidelitie and worldlie luſts, to liue ſoberly, iuſtly, and godly. Thinke in your ſelues, that the friend­ſhip of the world is enmity to God. And that ye cannot be friendes to the world,Iam. 4.4 but that yee muſt needes be enemies to God.Eph. 5.11 Haue no fellowſhip with the vn­fruitful works of darknes, but rather re­proue them, ſo as your holy conuerſati­on may ſerue for a reproofe and checke [Page]to ſuch as walk diſorderly.Iob. 28.28. Remember what God ſaid to man, The feare of the Lord is true wiſdom,Eſay. 33.6 & to depart from euil is vnderſtanding. Let the fauour of God be our treaſure: walke, as it were, before him,Gen. 17.1 as he cōmanded Abraham. Think that ye are not your own, to liue for your ſelues according to your owne wiſdome & pleaſure, but that ye apper­taine vnto God, that ye might liue vnto him, and according to his wiſdome and will reuealed vnto vs in his word. That man hath much profited, who knowing that he is not his owne, hath taken away from himſelfe, and his owne reaſon all lordſhip & dominion, to reſigne it to God, & to ſuffer himſelfe quietlie to be guided according to his pleaſure. There is no vice more common, more pernici­ous, or more hard to cure than the loue of our ſelues: and therefore there is no leſſon more neceſſary than it, which Ie­ſus Chriſt taught his apoſtles: That to be of the nūber of his diſciples,Mat. 16.14 we muſt renounce our ſelues. Renouncing then your ſelues, hate ye that which is euill, and cleaue vnto that which is good, in­clined [Page]by brotherly charity to loue one another. Procure things that are good,Col. 3.12 not onely before God, but alſo before men. If it be poſsible, ſo much as in you lieth, haue peace with al men. Be yee as the elect of God, holy and beloued, clad with the bowells of compaſsiō, of kind­nes, of humility, of meeknes, of longſuf­fering, forbearing one another: and for­giuing one another, if any man haue a quarel with another, euē as Chriſt hath forgiuen you Loue one another,1. Ihon 10 as God hath loued you. For herein is the diffe­rence betwene the children of God, and the children of the deuil, & wherein ye may be knowne to be the true diſciples of Chriſt. Ye are al members of one bo­dy,Iho. 13.35. let there be no diuiſion or parts-ta­king among you,1. Cor. 12 25 but feele the afflicti­ons of thoſe that weepe, to weepe with them, and to comfort them, & reioyce with thoſe that reioyce, to praiſe God with them. If yee be the Citizens of the City Ieruſalem, & wil haue a ſure dwel­ling in it, walke in integritie,Pſal. 15 labour to deale iuſtly, ſpeake the truth from your harts, keepe you from ſlandering, coue­touſnes, and all other corruption. Ac­knowledge [Page]in al men the image of God, whereunto you owe honor & loue: and in your brethren acknowledge the re­nuing of this image,Gala. 6.10 and the brotherly coniunction in Chriſt, in doing good to al men,1. Pet. 4.10 loue, honor, and help eſpecially, thoſe that are of the houſhold of faith. Ye are debtors to your neighbors of all that ye haue,1. Pet. 4.8 or are able to do, to be diſ­poſers of it with condition, that ye ren­der to God an account.Iam. 1.19 Honor the gra­ces of God in your brethren, and couer their infirmities by charitie, be quicke to heare, but ſlowe to ſpeake, and ſlow to wrath. For the wrath of man work­eth not that which is righteous in the ſight of God. Do not deſire, hope, or i­magine any other means to proſper by, thā by the bleſsing of God. And do not looke, that hee ſtould aduaunce by the ayde of his bleſsing, that which he hath accurſed by his mouth. So go forward in the amendment of your liues, that this day may paſſe yeſterday. Seale to the puritie of the doctrine, with the ho­lines of your life, that the ignorant ſeing your blameles conuerſatiō,1. Pet. 2.12 & eſteming [Page]you by your good workes, may glorifie God, and imbrace the goſpel with you,Luke 7.1. when it ſhall pleaſe GOD to call them. Haue mind of that great curſe pronoū ­ced by the high Iudge,2. Cor. 13 11 againſt ſuch as offend any of the very leaſt. Further­more, reioyce in the Lord, indeuour to be perfect, be comforted, be of one con­ſent, liue in peace,Phil. 2.13 and the God of loue and peace ſhall be with you. But as it is God which worketh in vs both to will, & in worke to accompliſh according to his good pleaſure.6. To pray to God. So aboue all thinges imploy your ſelues to pray feruently & continually. Prayer (ſaith Chryſoſtome) is the ſoule of our ſouls. For it alſo is the ſoule which quickneth al the actions of the children of God. It was the lifting vp of Moſes hands to heauen,Exo. 17.11 which ſtrengthned Ioſuah & his army, & gaue him victorie ouer the Amalckites. And in deede, without the grace of God, the which we obtaine by prayer, all that we do is but vanitie. Faith is the key that o­peneth the coffers of the treaſures of our God. Prayer is the hand to draw it out to inrich our ſelues. Prayer lifteth vp [Page]our hearts from earth to heauen; it re­nueth the memorie of the promiſes of God to confirme vs; it aſſureth vs a­gainſt all that wee can feare, it obtain­eth all that we can deſire. It giueth reſt and contentment to our ſoules. It kee­peth and ſtrengtheneth the feare to of­fend God. It increaſeth the deſire to go vnto him, whom in praying we feele to be the ſpring and heape of all good things. It ingendreth in vs a ſtedfaſt deſpiſing of the world, and renouncing of the fleſh: it repreſenteth vnto vs the heauenly and euerlaſting felicitie, that we may aſpire to the inioying of them. There is nothing to bee more deſired, than to be conuerſant with him, with­out whome we can not be happy. But he that wil alwayes be with GOD, he muſt alwaies eyther pray or reade. For when we pray we talke with God: and when wee reade,Aug. in Pſal. 85. God talketh with vs. The more we are exerciſed in prayer to God, the more we increaſe in godlines. Therefore alſo we may not be weary or faint-hearted in prayer, although the Lord deferre to make vs feele the fruite [Page]of our prayers, For we haue a promiſe of him that can not lie, that whatſoeuer we aske of GOD in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, it ſhalbe giuen vs. If he deferre, for ſome time, to make vs feele the fruit of our praiers, it is for our greater bene­fite. Let vs continue ſtill and waight, knowing aſſuredly, that he, who accor­ding to his fatherly loue & bounty, de­ſireth our good, can (according to his in­finite power) giue that which we aske of him, and according to his truth will hear vs: he alſo according to his wiſdōe knoweth the fitteſt time, as is before ſaid, and the meanes moſt apt to make vs feele the fruite of our praiers. When we aske of God (ſaith S. Bernard) euen thoſe thinges that concerne this preſent life: our praiers are not ſo ſoone gone out of our mouth, but they are written in his booke: and we ought (ſaith he) to be aſſured, that hee will either giue the thing it ſelfe which we haue asked, or o­ther things which hee knoweth to bee more profitable for vs. To conclude, Praier is the moſt mightie and fruitfull worke of charitie, ſeeing by it we helpe [Page]our neighbors preſent & abſent, know­en and vnknowen, great and little, and that both with ſpirituall and corporall good things, drawing by our praiers the bleſsing of God vpon them. And in this confidence my very deare and worſhip­full Brethren, I will continue in this du­tie and office of charitie, earneſtlie to pray to God for you, and particularlie I will water with my praiers to God this Exhortation, which I haue directed vnto you, beſeeching him with all my heart, that beeing comforted and ſtrengthened thereby, in the doctrine of the truth, which yee haue receiued, yee may continue conſtantly in it, ſealing it by the works of godlineſſe and charitie, comforting your ſelues in the Lord, in that yee are his welbeloued Children in Ieſus Chriſt: and ſurmounting al temp­tations and aſſaults, to the ende, that by the power of the holy Ghoſt departing Conquerors out of all conflicts, ye may attaine at the laſt, to the crowne of glo­rie, which God hath prepared to all his childrē,1. Theſſ. 5.23 through Ieſus Chriſt our Lord. Now the GOD of peace ſanctifie you [Page]throughout, and preſerue your whole ſpirit, and ſoule, and bodie blameleſſe, vntill the comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt. He that hath called you is faith­full, who alſo will doo it. I alſo beſeech you (my brethren) to imploy your ſeiues more and more in feruent and continu­all praiers, for the preſeruation, proſpe­ritie and aduauncement of his Church, ſo mightelie aſſailed on all ſides; and particularlie to bee mindfull of mee in your prayers, that it may pleaſe the Fa­ther of light, from whence all good gifts doo come, to continue his mercies to­wards mee, and to guide mee alwaies with his holie ſpirit, with the increaſe of his giftes and graces to accompliſh the reſt of my life, ſeruing faithfull and ho­lilie to his glorie, & the aduauncement of the Kingdome of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt. Amen.


CHAP. 13.
[Page]
Holie meditations and praiers. 

O Lord God almightie, al good and all wiſe, we are confoun­ded before thy holy maieſtie, not (ô Lord) for the troubles and extreame calamities wherewith we are oppreſſed in theſe daies full of tri­bulations, anguiſhes and teares: but for­aſmuch as we haue offended thee, & for aſmuch as our ſinnes, our ingratitude, & rebelliōs haue kindled thi wrath againſt vs: and chiefly foraſmuch as the wicked and infidels, take occaſion by thy iuſt iudgemēts & corrections to blaſpheme thy holy name. Alas Lord, wee yeelde our ſelues guilty before thee, confeſsing that we are inexcuſable, and vnworthie to be named thy children: yea, wee are worthie to bee reiected of thee, wee are worthie of hel, & to be creatures accurſ­ed for euer. For (ô our good God) whē we were the children of wrath, thine e­nemies, abādoned to all euil, thou hadſt [Page]pitie vppon vs poore and abhominable ſinners. Thou haſt caſt the eyes of thy fauour vppon vs. Thou haſt giuen thy welbeloued Sonne Ieſus Chriſt to the ſhameful and curſed death of the croſſe for vs. Thou haſt giuen vs thy holy go­ſpell, that bleſſed and ioyfull tidings of our ſaluation: Thou haſt accompanied it with thy ſpirit to lighten vs, to draw vs vnto thee, to make vs partakers of the treaſures of thy Kingdome & of e­ternall life. Thou haſt ſtretched out thy hand from heauen to the depth of hell, to pul vs backe, and to make vs thy hap­pie children. Thou haſt done according to the good pleaſure of thy will, inaſ­much as thou ſheweſt mercie on whom thou wilt ſhewe mercie. Alas Lord, ought not we to acknowledge the daye of thy viſitation, and the time of ſaluati­on? Ought not we to feele the abundant riches of thy incomprehēſible grace to­wards vs, to loue, ſerue, praiſe, and adore thee? to renounce our ſelues, the world and the fleſh, and all that which is con­trarie to thy glorie: yea to abhorre all that doth diſpleaſe thee? to walke as [Page]the children of light, and to conſecrate our ſelues vnto thee, to bring foorth fruites worthie of thy Goſpell, and be­comming the Children of ſuch a Fa­ther: to be as bright lights in this darke world, to giue light to the poore ignorāt ones, to drawe thē with vs into the way of ſaluation. But alas, ô Lord our God, we (quite contrarie) hauing brought in­to thy Church the world and the fleſh, haue kept in our ſelues theſe enemies of thy glory, theſe plagues of our ſoules, & haue ſerued them. Our infidelitie & our fleſh haue made vs loue the earth more than the heauen, the world more than thy kingdome, the filthines and duſt of vaine riches, more than the treaſures of heauenlie and eternall good things, the ſmoke of humane honors, more thā the glorious eſtate to be thy childrē, & bre­thren of thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt. Coue­touſnes the roote of all euill, hath harde­ned our harts to deſpiſe thy poore ones, euen Ieſus Chriſt in his members. Wee haue ſlaundered thy holy Goſpell by fraudes, deceipts, & robbings: occupy­ing our traffique and doing our affaires, as people hauing no knowledge of thee. [Page]The aire in the Cities where thy word hath bin preached, hath bin ſtinking & infected, with the whoredomes, adulte­ries, and other infamous acts that there haue bin committed. Gluttonie & drū ­kennes haue made brutiſh thoſe, that for thy bleſsings and bountie ought to haue praiſed thee. Euerie man thinking onlie how to profit & aduance himſelf in this world, to the deſpiſing of thy holy ſer­uice, & the building of thy Church. The profeſsion of thy holy religion hath ſer­ued many, but for the cloke of their ini­quities. Wee haue put out truſt in the arme of fleſh, & in brokē reeds, ſeeking cōfort for thy Church of the enemies of it, in forſaking the fountaine of liuing waters, and the almightie. Crimes, treſ­paſſes, blaſphemies and iniquities haue bin winked at & ſupported, in defiling the ſeate of thy iuſtice, without puniſh­mēt: thy threatnings & promiſes reie­cted as vanities, the holy Miniſterie of thy Word deſpiſed, the chaſtiſements which thou haſt exerciſed on our bre­thren neglected, without thinking what our ſelues haue deſerued. Wee haue not felt ſorow for the afflictions of thy [Page]children, to mourne with them, and to feare thy iudgements. And what ſhal we ſay more, ô Lord? Our iniquities are as mountaines, our ingratitude and rebel­lions, as the great deepe, our whole life, before thee, being nothing elſe but a cō ­tinuall ſinne and deſpiſing of thy holy Maieſtie. If they who neuer heard ſpeak of thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, and that haue not knowen thy will, are iuſtly puniſh­ed in thy wrath; what iudgement, what condemnation, what hells and curſſes haue we deſerued, hauing ſo villainouſ­ly, ſo long, ſo obſtinately, deſpiſed thy holy inſtructions, thy promiſes, thy threatenings, and the examples of thy iudgements, which thou haſt exerciſed before our eyes. Alſo the voyce of our ingratitude is aſcended before thee: our iniquities haue, and doo crie vengeance againſt vs. Theſe are the procurers and aduocates of thy iuſtice, ſoliciting theſe iudgements againſt vs. Our ſinnes haue ſtrengthned our enemies, & haue made them conquerours ouer vs. We haue ſo­wen iniquitie, and we haue reaped affli­ctions: as thou ſeeſt, ô Lord our God, [Page]that thy children are baniſhed, ſpoy­led, and impouriſhed, that they are cruellie dealt withall, trodden vnder foote, and expoſed to the laughter of thine enemies. Our perſecuters make a ſcorne of thoſe, ouer whō thy name is called on, & they make their boaſt of the euill that they doo: They ſcat­ter thy flockes: They throwe downe the ſcepter of thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt: They depriue thy children of the pa­ſture of thy word. Thoſe temples (O Lord) thoſe temples where not long ſince, thy praiſes did ſound, in which thy holie Goſpell was preached, the Sacraments purelie miniſtred, thy name religiouſlie called on: Theſe temples, O Lord, are now defiled with Idols and idolatrie, the abominable Maſſe is eſtabliſhed againe, falſe tales and lies are preached. Theſe temples where thy people aſſembled in ſo great number to praiſe thee, and to behold thy louing countenance, are now filled with people blaſpheming thy holie name, and treading vnder their feete the bloud and glorie of thy [Page]ſonne Ieſus Chriſt. This youth of or­phanes, fondlings, and others that went to ſchoole, being brought vp in the knowledge of thee, & nouriſhed in thy feare, is now giuen vp to the e­nemies of thy trueth, to be inſtructed in the damnable doctrine and ſeruice of Antichriſt. O good God, our ſunne is turned into darknes, the Moone in­to bloud, our health into ſicknes, our life into death: And yet, if thou ſhoul­deſt puniſh vs yet more rigorouſlie, than hetherto thou haſt done, & that for one ſtripe wee ſhould receiue an hundred. If thou ſhouldeſt tranſport the kingdome of thy ſonne from vs, to the Turkes, and the Iewes: If thou ſhouldeſt ſend ſuch a famine of thy word, as running through the forreſts to haue ſome refreſhing, and finding none, our ſoules ſhould faint: Yea Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt throw vs down into hell: we confeſſe that it were ve­rie right, and yeeld our ſelues guiltie, acknowledging that we haue well de­ſerued it. Notwithſtanding, O good God and father, there is mercie with [Page]thee, yea thy mercies are infinite to ſwallowe vp the multitude and grie­uouſnes of our ſinnes. Thou art a God gracious & pitifull, ſlowe vnto wrath, abounding in mercie and trueth, kee­ping mercie for thouſands, pardo­ning iniquitie, tranſgreſsion & ſinne. Thou haſt ſaid that thou wilt not the death of a ſinner, but rather that hee turne and liue. Conuert vs then, O Lord, that we may be conuerted, and that we may liue before thee. We are poore ſinners, we confeſſe it: but yet thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt came into the world to ſaue ſinners. Behold vs then, O Lord, not in our ſelues (for wee are vnworthy of thy grace) but behold vs in the face of thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, and for his ſake, bee at tone with vs, and be mercifull and fauourable vnto vs: that in the multitude of our ſinnes the greatnes of thy grace may ſhine: if thou regard our iniquities, who is he that is able to ſtand before thee? Wee haue been vnfaithfull, but thou remaineſt ſtill faithfull. Thou canſt not renounce thy mercie and good­nes: [Page]we haueforſaken thee, but thou haſt promiſed not to forſake vs. Wee haue forgotten thee, but thou haſt ſaid, that though a mother ſhould for­get her childe, yet wouldſt not thou forget vs. Thou haſt made a couenant with vs, wherein thou haſt promiſed to pardon our ſinnes, and to remem­ber our iniquities no more. Thou haſt promiſed, that though our ſins were as red as ſcarlet, thou wouldeſt make them as white as wooll: if they were as red as crimſon, that they ſhould be made as white as ſnowe. We are hea­uie laden, and labour with our ini­quities. But Ieſus Chriſt hath called vs to him, and hath promiſed to re­freſh vs. Haue pitie thē on vs, O Lord, haue pitie vpon vs. Let our miſeries moue the bowells of thy mercie. For­giue vs (O our GOD) forgiue vs for thine owne ſake, for the glorie of thy name, and for thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſts ſake: Impute vnto vs the goodnes that is in him, that the euill that is in vs may not be imputed. Thou haſt pu­mſhed the iuſt, that thou mighteſt [Page]pardon the wicked: Accept thou the merites of his death and paſsion, for ſatiſſaction of all that is in vs, worthie of thy wrath and indignation: and make vs to feele the fruites of our re­conciliation with thee. If thou wilt afflict our bodies, haue yet pitie of our ſoules. If thou wilt impouriſh vs on the earth, depriue vs not yet of the riches of heauen. If thou wilt take a­way the bread of our bodies, yet leaue vs the ſpirituall bread of our ſoules. Though wee bee in reproach among our enemies, yet let not thy name be blaſphemed. Though we bee accurſed of the world, yet let vs bee bleſſed of thee. Though the world hate vs, yet let thy loue abide vpon vs. O Lord we are thine, forſake vs not. Thou haſt ſaide, I am the Eternall, this is my name, I will not giue my glorie vnto Images, nor my praiſe vnto another. For thine owne ſake then, euen for thine owne ſake haue mercie vpon vs. For why ſhall thy name bee blaſphe­med for our ſakes? Not vnto vs Lord, not vnto vs, but vnto thy name giue [Page]glorie and honour, in ſhewing foorth the riches of thy graces, of thy truth, and of thy might. Thou art the God of glorie, ſanctifie thy name, in draw­ing light out of our darknes, and lift out of death, making perfect thy po­wer in our infirmitie, and thy great grace in our vnworthines, to thy praiſe and glorie. Heare the blaſphe­mies of thine enemies, boaſting them ſelues in their counſels and their for­ces, triumphing and reioycing in our confuſion: as if we were not thy peo­ple, thy children, thy Church: as if wee were caſt off of thee: as if thou were not able to helpe or keepe vs. Neuertheleſſe, thou art our creatour, and wee are the worke of thy hands: Thou art our ſhepheard, wee are thy flocke: Thou art our father, wee are thy children: Thou art our God, wee are thine inheritance: Thou art our redeemer, wee are the people whome thou haſt bought. It is thou alſo (O our God) who by thy word alone, haſt created the heauen and the earth, the ſea and al that is in them: it is by thee [Page]that all things liue, be, and haue their mouing: it is of thee, by thee and for thee, that all things are. It is thou which dooeſt whatſoeuer thou wilt. And there is neither counſell, wiſe­dome, nor ſtrength againſt thee. Re­preſſe then, O Lord, the rage and furie of thine enemies, breake their forces, diſsipate their counſels, confound them in the bold enterpriſes which they haue taken in hand againſt thee, and thy ſonne leſus Chriſt. Maintaine the reſt of thy flocke, which thou haſt kept vntill this day. Eſtabliſh againe the Churches that are ruined and diſ­perſed. Suffer not the memorie of thy name to be aboliſhed from the earth: rather let thy word ſound, and thy Goſpell bee preached, where it hath not yet been heard, to gather thine e­lect vnto thee, and to magnifie thy name: And that ſo wee may ſee it flo­riſh more & more, and the kingdome of thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt our Lord to bee aduanced for euer more. Amen.


The neceſsitie and benefite of affliction.
[Page]
[Page]
GReat trouble and vexation
the righteous ſhall ſustains
By Gods determination,
whilest heere they doo remaine:
Which grieuous is and irksome both
for fleſh and bloud to beare.
Becauſe by nature we are loath
to want our pleaſure heere;
And eke becauſe our enemie
that auncieat deadly foe
Satan, with cruell tyrannie
the worker of our woe,
Doth ſtill prouoke the wicked ſort
in ſinne which doo delight,
To pleaſe themſelues & make great ſport,
to vexe vs with deſpite.
Yet doo the righteous by the croſſe
moe bleſſed things obtaine,
Than anie waie can be the loſſe,
the dolor, or the paine.
[Page]The loſſe is that, which in few daies
would paſſe, fade and decay
Euen of it ſelfe: the gaine alwaies
can no man take away.
All earthly estimation
the croſſe may cleane deface,
But heauenlie conſolation
the ſoule dooth then imbrace.
Afflictions worldly pleaſures will
abandon out of minde:
Then is the ſoule more earnest ſtill
the ioyes of heauen to finde.
Theſe worldly riches, goods and wealth,
by troubles may depart:
Then inward ioyes and ſauing health
may wholly rule the heart.
In trouble friends doo ſtart aſide,
as cloudes doo with the winde:
But Gods aſſistance doth abide
to cheare the troubled minde.
Jfwe ſhould feele theſe loſſes all,
at once, by ſudden change:
We may not be diſmaid withall,
though it ſeeme verie ſtrange.
Iob lost his frends, he lost his wealth,
and comfort of his wife:
[Page]He loſt his children and his health,
yea, all but wretched life.
When all was gone, the Lord aboue
did ſtill with him remaine,
With mercie, kindnes and with loue
aſſwaging all his paine:
Teaching him by experience,
that all things fickle be
(Which ſubiect are to humane ſence)
and yeeld all miſerie.
But godlineſſe within the heart
remaineth euer ſure.
In wealth and woe, it is her part,
true comfort to procure.
Affliction turn'th theſe worldly ioyes
to greater paine and woe,
Becauſe the loue was linck'd with toyes:
religion is not ſo.
For when mans heart doth most delight
in pleaſure, wealth, and pride:
Religion then will take her flight,
ſhe may not there abide.
Where by our ſoules in wofull plight
continually remaine:
Yet haue not we the grace or might
from ſuch luſts to refraine.
[Page]In which estate mest willingly
(though tending right to hell)
We compt our chiefe felicitie,
and loue therein to dwell.
Therefore the Lord which is aboue,
regarding vs below
With mercie, pitie, grace and loue,
that alwases from him flow,
Doth mix with griefe theſe earthly things
wherein we doo delight:
Which to our ſoules all ſorow brings,
or elſe remoou'th them quite.
Then dooth the holie word of God
most comfortable ſeeme:
Which we (before we felt the rod)
mere follie did esteeme.
The world which earſt moſt pleaſant was
now loathſome ſeem'th to be:
It doth appeare (as in a glaſſe)
all fraught with miſerie.
Then feare we hell, then flie we ſinne,
then ſeeke we heauen the more:
To vſe good meanes we then begin,
which we deſpiſde before.
Then can we pray, then can we call
to God for ſtrength and grace:
[Page]Which things before might not at all
with vs haue anie place.
Then heare we with attentiuenes,
then read we with all care:
Then pray we with great feruentnes,
no trauaile then we ſpare.
Then ſhall we ſee, feele and confeſſe
the ſtate wherein we dwelt,
To be nothing but wretchednes:
though worldly ioyes we felt.
Becauſe the ſoule by godlineſſe
more comfort doth receaue
In one day, than by worldlineſſe,
for euer it can haue.
Then we with Dauid ſhall confeſſe,
that God from heauen aboue
(By humbling vs) doth well expreſſe
his mercie and his loue.
For ere we felt the ſcourging rod,
we er'de and went aſtray:
But now we keepe the law of God,
and waite thereon alway.
Then forreligion loue the croſſe,
though it doo bring ſome paine:
The ioy is great, ſmall is the loſſe,
but infinite the gaine.
FINIS.
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