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	9 Of the false report which the ey [...] makes to the inner▪ faculties in the apprehension of naturall things.
	10 A generall discourse of the delu­sion of the eye by artificial meanes,  [...]a also by the passions of the minde.
	[Page] 11 Of the delusion of the sight in par­ticular by the immed [...]e working of the divell.
	12 Of the delusion of the sight by the inchantments of sorcerers.
	13 Of the delusion of the fight by the exo [...]cismes of  [...]oni [...]rers.
	14 Of the delusion of the sight by the knavery and impos [...]ure of Priests & Friers.
	15 Of the delusion of the sight by the distemper of the braine.
	16 Of the delusion of the sight by the smooth carriage of Hypocrits.
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[Page]THE VANITIE OF THE EYE.
CAP. 1.
That the eie is a speciall instru­ment of want onnesse, gl [...]ttony, and cove tousnesse.
THough manie and singular bee the commenda­tions of the na­ture and frame of the eie, & the vse of it in the ordinary course of life bee no lesse diverse then excellent as wel for profit as de­light, yet the dangerous abuses which arise from it not rightly guided, are so generall, and al­most inseparable, that it may iustly grow to a disputable que­stion whither wee should more regard the benefit of nature in the one, or the hazard of grace and vertue in the other. For if wee consider the testimony of [Page] scripture, and current of times, we shal meet with more exam­ples of running into mischiefe by the suggestion of this one s [...]nse, and more prayers, & pre­cepts bent against the abuse of it, then any of the rest severally, or all of them iointly; the same being often taken (as well in scripture, as in commō speech) for all the other foure, as S. Au­  [...]stin [...] hath wittily obserued in  [...] 112 Epistle, for wee say no [...] only see how it shines, but see how it sounds, see how it tasts, see how it feels, see how it smels and the same godly father hath written an entire chapter of this subiect in his booke of confessi­ons, which he entitles the allurement of the eies. His words are so sweet, & so fit for the present purpose, that I cannot passe by them without setting downe a part of them, howbeit they [Page] cannot but loose much of their grace in rēdring.L▪ 10.  [...]. 34▪ Mine eie longs to look vpon beautiful, & various shapes fresh, & pleasāt colors, but l [...]t not these possesse my mind, let God possesse it, who indeede made these things very good, but he o [...]y is my good, not thes [...]; & whiles I speak therof, I am miserably intā ­gled, but thou, ô Lord, dost free me mercifully. Hence David having praied God to turne his heart to the keeping of his testimonies, imm [...]diat [...]y  [...], turne away my eies (O Lord) from regarding Psal. 119. v. 37. vanity, as su [...]posing this latter the readiest meanes, & best way for the attaining the  [...]orme [...]. But Iob steppeth yet one degree farther, from a prayer to a vow. I haue made a covenant with mine eye, Ca. 31. v. 1. why then should I looke on a maid? And, which is  [...]ore, from a vow to an imprecation. If mine heart haue walked after Ca. 31. v. 7. [Page] mine eie, let me sow, & let another eat, yea let my plāts be rooted out. After these holy men of God came Solomon, behind them in­deed in time, but before thē in wisdome, who, being led partly by a speciall illumination from heaven, and partly by his owne great experience, laieth downe this position, as a rule without exception,Prov. 23. v. 33. Thine eies shall looke vpon strange womē, & thine hart shal speak lewd things. And in an­other place,Eccl. 9. 5. 8 gaze not on a maid, lest thou fal by that that is preci­ous in her. Turn away thine ey frō a beautiful womā, & look not thou vpō others beauty, for many haue perished by the beauty of women, & through it loue is kindled as a fire. Wherevpon S. Peter mark­ing out vnto vs the badges and cognizances of false teachers, forgets not this one among the rest most notorious, Hauing eys [Page]full of adultery, and that cannot cease to sin, Ca. 2. v. 2. where we see the ve­ry chaire, & throne of adultery, to be seated in the eie; howbeit it be in truth but the passage, & pipe to convey it to the soule. The word in the originall is full of an adulteresse (a phrase of speech vsual in holy writ for the full expressing of the suparla­tiue degree) which some inter­pret to be meant of the pupil of the eie, and the rather for that the latin, and greeke giue it the name of a young maid, and the Hebrew, and Spanish tearme it the daughter of the eie. To pro­ceed, our Saviour in the Gospel affirmeth thath Ma [...]. 5. 28. whosoeuer looketh after a woman to lust after her, hath cōmitted adultery with h [...]r already in his hart, wher ī doubt not but lusting evē vpō here say without looking, is no lesse ius­tifiable; yet it pleased our savior [Page] to instance in looking, as well knowing himselfe, and withall intending to make vs knowne, that lusting for the most parte follows looking. Which the ve­ry heathens well vnderstanding in the dedication of the several parts of mans body to their se­verall Gods, & Godesses, as the eares to Minerua, the tongue to Mercury, the armes to Neptune, they leaue the eie to Cupid their God of lust, as being the fittest for his vse, the proverb holding alike in inordinate lust, as in or­dinary loue, out of sight, out of minde. For as the finger ever waits on griefe; so doth the eie on loue. Whence in the greeke, the sāe word only by the chāge of a vowell signifieth both to see, [...] & to loue, & as they come neer in name, so, saith Plutarch, their cognation,L. 5. symp and sympathy is in nature so marveilous, that [Page] they seeme not to vnderstande the strength, & force of it, who wonder at the propertie of a chaulky brimstone mentioned by Plinie, Lib. 2. cap. 105. which snatcheth fire to it selfe, though removed frō it by a competent distance, the eies drawing it to the soule (which is not so much where it liveth, as where it loveth) in a far larger distance, & by a nim­bler kinde of working: vpon which consideration, Valerius Max. fitly cals the eies the spies which lie in ambush for the vnder mining of other mens mariages, Lib. 2. ca. 1. & Alexāder vsing a differēt phrase shot at the same marke, whē he named the Persian maides, the griefes of the eies, Plut. in vi­ta Alex. & thervpon in my iudgment hee iustly refused that Darius wife (whose beauty the Macedonians so much admi­red) should be once brought in to his presence, as fearing least [Page] hee that had manfully subdued so many nations, should in the end himselfe be shamefully conquered at the sight of a woman; which was also the reason, as I suppose,R [...]d [...]g. l. 3. cap. 38. that Procopius the Em­peror wēt alwaies with his eies fixed on the ground. This sense being therfore rightly tearmed by Mercurius Tresmegistus the tyrāt, or butcher of reason, lead­ing it captiue in triumph, & de­livering it over as a prisoner to the lower faculties, forcing it of a Queene, and mistresse to be come an homager, and base vas­sal, being then none otherwise harkened vnto, or observed, then a magistrate in a state sha­kē, & torne with civill discords, to which purpose the fathers bring those two passages of I [...] ­remy, pertinēt enough in regard of the matter, but whether na­turall from the text I doubt? [Page] (Mine eie hath de [...]oured my hart) and in another place,Lam. 3. 31. Death hath climed vp by the windowes, Proph. 9. v, 21. for by the eies (saith Clemens A­lexandrinus)Lib. 5. p [...]d▪ Cap. 11. lo [...]e first entreth the lists to challenge combat with reasō, that being it which is first tainted before any other part of the body be corrupted: & therfore the comedians (saith he) bring in on the stage the wantō Sardanapalus sit­ting in an ivory chaire, reaching out his hād for his purple, & cast­ing his eie in euery corner, his cō ­clusiō is that i [...] is a matter of les [...] cōsequence to fall by the foote, then by the eie, since the one is only daungerous to the▪ bodie; but the other to both body and soule. Let vs then for preven­ting this mischiefe, imbrace the graue advise of S. Gregory; In cōmen [...]. super. 31. I [...]bi. bridle thy soule (saith he) for feare that vnadvisedly rūning, it fal not vp [...] ̄ the sight of that which may stir it[Page]to lust, lest afterwards being hood winkt, it begin to couet that which it saw; & so in the persuit of things visible, it make shipwrack of invi­sible graces. How many haue we seene, & heard of, who after the sight of womē haue grown pee­vish? & some stark mad, others haue raised armies, and razed whole Citties, and townes to make away their competitours, and at length haue laid violent hands on themselues? Nay if we proceed yet one step farther in ripping vp, & searching out the abuse of the eie, we shall easily discover it to be an immediat in strumēt, not only of wātonn [...]s, but of gluttony, covetousnesse,  [...]eft, idolatry, iealousie, pride, cōtēpt,Psa. 112.  [...]10. curiosity, b envy, witch­craft, [...]. 26. v. 8. & in a māner of the whole rebellion, & apostasie, as well of the body, [...]ccl. 14 v.  [...] as the minde. Which assertion though it seeme larg [...], [Page] and by consequence bold; yet I finde the way chaulked out vn­to it by Gregory Nissene in his exposition vpon the Lords praier, in the article of lead vs not into temptation. For the first then of these particulars, Salomon giues an excellent precept, Looke not thou (saith he) vpon the wine whē Pro.  [...]3. 31. it is red, & when it shews his cou­lour in the cup, in the end therof it will bite like a serpent, & hurt like a cocatrice, & in an other place, stretch not out thine h [...]nd wherso▪ Eccl. 31. 13 ever thine eie looketh, & thrust it not with it into the dish, as giving therby to vnderstād, that intēperat powring down strong drink and inordinate devouring deli­cious meats, ariseth oftner from the greedinesse and vncontent of the eie, then from any reall want, or desire of the appetite. For the second, the same Salomō in an other place maketh it as [Page] cleare as the former.Eccles. 4. v. 8. There is on [...] alone (saith he) and there is not a second, which hath neither sonne nor brother, yet is there no ende of all his travell, nor can his eie be satisfied with riches, noting the chiefe cause of the restlesse dis­content of the mind, and neede­lesse spending of the bodie to arise from the insatiablenesse of the eie.Eccl [...]s. 1. v. 8. The eare being neuer filled with hearing, nor the eie satisfied with seeing. For a covetous mans eie hath never enough of a por­tion, and his wicked mallice vvi­thereth his owne soule, which the divell well vnderstanding in his last, and hottest assault vpon our Savior, tempted him by the eie, in shewing him all the king­domes of the world, Mat. 4. 8. & the glory of them. Which word no doubt is expresly added to signifie the chiefe bait, by which the temp­ter had well hoped to haue [Page] caught our Saviour.

CAP. 2.
How Idolatry hath a kinde of ne­cessary dependance vpon the eie.
I had thought to haue passed over in silence the rest of those particular vices, which flow from the eie, without any farther opening of them, onely contenting my selfe to haue pointed at thē, with some briefe references in the margin, but vpon farther search, I founde some of them, and those of the higher degree to depend vpon the sight in a more necessary, & immediate manner, then at the first I conceived: among the chiefest of which rancke is Ido­latry, which as it had his origi­nal from the eie, so is it still nou­rished by the same, the verie [Page] name giving vs to vnderstande that primarily,Steph. in Thes. Z [...]. de Re [...] lib. 2. cap. 17. and properly in the nature of the word, it is no [...]thing els but the representation of somwhat, in a material shape, apprehēded by the eie, & ado­red by the minde; whence it is in my iudgement that among all these idolatrous nations, which worshipped false Gods, & went a whooring after their owne inventions, ascribing the honour due to the creatour, to some cre [...]ture; the greatest part haue ever consented in vvor­shipping the hoast of heaven, the sun, the moone, or the st [...]rs, which among all creatures the eie most admireth, and deligh­teth in as the Egyptians, the As­syriās, the Phoeniciās, the Medes, the Massagetes, the Persians, & in a word, as Macrobius hath learnedly observed,Saturn lib. 10. cap. 21. all the hea­then; howebeit they differed [Page] much about the names of their Gods, yet really, and indeede they consented in the worshipp of some of these,  [...]nd mothinkes for this present purpose, tis worth the considering that they which helde the sunne for their God, adored him not at noone day, walking then as a gyant in his ful strength, not to be gazed on; but either at rising or  [...]alling because then hee appeares most glorious to the eie; & the grea­test part at rising; because his glory after the darknes is most acceptable to the sight, it being therfore compared by the Psal­mist, in rising, to a bridegroome comming forth of his chamber, who in passing by draws everie mās eies after him. For this cause doeth God by his Prophet callEsa. 20. 78 the Idols of Egypt the abomina­tion of the eies, twice within the compasse of 2. verse, and in the [Page] 15. of Numbers,Ver. 39. you shal not seek after your own hart, nor after your own eies, after which you go a who ring, 4. 15. but that of Exodus is in my iudgement yet much fitter for this presēt discourse. Take ther­fore good heed vnto your selus, for you saw no image in the daie that the Lord spake vnto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire, that yee corrupt not your selues & make a graven image, or representatiō of figure, and least thou lift vp thine eies to heaven, and whē thou seest the sunne, and the moone, and the stars, with all the hoast of heaven, shoulst be driven to worship them. Which wordes in the weakest apprehension, at first view, can­not but inforce a very power­full, and actiue operation of the eie, in drawing the minde from the contemplation of the fay­rest visible creatures, to the fow lest of all sins, if it finde not the [Page] grace of God, and the sense of true religion planted in it. I will conclude this point with that notable speech of Iob; 31. 26. where a­mongst the rest of his impreca­tions vpō himselfe, he inserteth if I did behold the sun whē it shi­ned, or the moone walking in her brightnes, this had beene iniquity to be condemned, for I had denyed the God aboue, which words the common streame of interpre­ters vnderstand to bee meant of the daunger of falling into this spirituall fornication, & sinning against the Creator, by too much doting vpon, & admiring the beauty of those glorious creatures.

CAP. 3.
How pride is begotten, and  [...]o [...]r [...] ­shed by the eie.
[Page] THE next particular that of­fers it selfe vvorthie con­sideration is pride, which in no­thing shewes it selfe more, then in the pompe, and magnificence of maskes, pageants, triumphes, monuments, theaters, amphi­theaters: I speake not against their lawfull vse, but of their a­buse: when they tie the eie in such māner vnto them, as they withdraw the minde from the contemplation of that glorie, which neither Praeter, T [...]m. 3. c. 1 nor Con­sull can exhibite (as S. Cyprian speakes) but he only from whō, and by whom we liue, & moue; The like may as iustly be said of giving of almes to be seene of men, of all manner of excesse in building, in houshold stuffe, in apparell, as wel for matter,Cap. 3. 18. as fa­shion. Of which the Prophet E­say hath named some, taken vp by the women of his time. As [Page] the ornament of the slippers, the calls, the round tires, the brace­lets, the bonnets, the tablets, the earings, the wimples, the cris­ping pinnes, the fine linnen, the launes; of all which surely the greatest part are devised rather for pleasing the eie, then for vse either in covering nakednesse, or in garding the body, against scorching heat, or pinchinge cold. Some notwithstanding there are, who insteed of pur­chasing the applause, and admi­ration, they pursue, incurre the censure which the Anemolian Ambassadors found among the Vtopians,Ca. de com­mer. who as Sr T. Moore sets it downe thinking to dazel the eies of the poore Vtopians, with the luster, and glistering of their chains, & precious stones▪ the children playing in the streets, tooke them for greate boyes, which had not yet laid [Page] aside their brouches, & bables? the womē for the Ambassadors iesters, & the mē for their slaues or servāts; saluting those which were so indeed [...], insteed of their masters, but misliking the chaines, & bracelets, as being to little, and to lose, which by that meanes might easily either bee broken, or cast of. But in this point, me thinks tis worthy speciall consideration, that nature hauing so framed the eie, as it can neither behold it selfe, nor the face, in which it is set, yet haue men invented for the sup­plying of that vse looking-glas­ses, as the artificial eies of pride; the eie being as it were a liuing looking-glasse, & the looking-glas again a dead eie, by means wherof many Narcissus like be­come enamored of themselues, by to to much admiring their own beauty, or Pigmalion-like [Page] fall in loue with their own ima­ges, or on the other side, with Io, & Acteon in the fable, stand amazed at the vglinesse of their own shapes; & sometimes with the Camel, and Buc [...]phalus (in stories) grow in regard at the sight of their own shadowes. In which kind, I remember I haue heard, of a yong Gentleman of this Vniversity, who being newly recovered from the smal pox, & by chance seeing the change of his face in a looking-glasse, for meere griefe fell into a re­lapse, and within short time di­ed. And sure I am perswaded, that the vse of it in the art of seeing, is not of such consequence as it can in any sort countervail the damage arising frō it, in the art of manners, nether are there by it so many staines and ble­mishes discovered in the face, as imprinted in the soule.

[Page]
CAP. 4.
That often seeing is the meanes to draw both things, & per­sons into contempt.
The 5. considerable particu­lar is contempt, whence it is that those things which wee most feare, and reverence, are most remoued from our sight as God, & the divell, heaven, & hel, amōg the Papists the relicks of their Saints, & in the Aegyp­tian tēples the God which they worship. For which cause also, (as I suppose) God himselfe cō ­sidering the weaknesse of man in this behalfe, in the leviticall law cōmāded, that none should enter into the holiest of al, [...]. 9. 7. saue only the high Priests alone, and that once in the yeare only, and vpon the same groūd, no doubt [Page] it is, that the great Turke suffers not his subiects to looke him in the face, when they speake vn­to him; and that those Easterne Princes the Duke of Mus [...]ovia, the great Cham of Tartary, and Praester Iohn (as Boterus & Pau­lus Venetus report) present themselues to be seene of their sub­iects but once, or twice in the yeare at most; as well remem­bring that presence much weakneth report; and that 4. good mothers bring forth foure bad daughters: vertue, envy; peace; idlenesse; truth▪ hatred; and fa­miliaritie, contempt. To this ef­fect also is that excellent dis­course which Comineus hath in his second booke, to proue that enterviewes betweene great Princes for the most part proue more dangerous,Cap.  [...]. thē profitable. The examples hee brings, hap­ned all in his own time, & some [Page] of them himselfe, had been pre­sent at, as that between Edward the 4 King of England, & Lewes the 11 King of France, & of the rest, had hee beene credibly in­formed. Among which, the first and chiefest for our purpose, is that which was held betweene the forenamed Lewes, and Hen­ry king of Castile, in the conclu­sion of which those two confe­derate nations (saith he) began to scoffe, and iest, each at other; the king of [...] Castile was defor­med, & weak of behaviour, and the French misliked his apparel wherfore they derided him: A­gaine the French king wore his apparell very short, and mar­vellous vncomely, & was some­times clad in very course cloth, & besides wore an old hat, dif­fering from the rest of his com­pany, and an image of lead vp­on it, where the Castilians i [...]st­iested, [Page] as if this proceeded from b [...]senes, so that these two kings being ever before this enter­vew cōfederats, & good frends, parted discontent on both sides & never loued hartily after [...] that meeting. Notwithstanding I denie not, but that there may be [...] Solomon, the very sight of whom may adde much to here­say, and report, as the Queene of Saba who cāe to see him wit­nesseth, in these wordes,Kings li, 2. Ca. 10. v. 6. it was (saith shee) a true word which I heard in mine own country of thy wisdome & of thy sayings, howbe­it I beleeued not their report vntil I came, & mine eies had seene it. The like issue had that renoun­ed entervew (if I may so tearme it) at that King of Denmark his comming over, to see his Maie­stie, the true Solomon of this age of whō I may as iustly say, that his presence in this Vniversitie, [Page] bred a greater admiration, and reverence thē the report which was sēt before him, which how­beit it were almost beyond cre­dit, yet his presence much ou [...] ­streched it. But howsoever some on such Phoenix may arise in an age, yet for the most part (which arts, & precepts only consider) I durst confidently maintaine my first position, grounded as­well vpon reason, as commō ex­perience, that presence much weakneth report, and dimini­sheth reverence, aswel towards persons, as things.

CAP. 5.
How curiosity and prying into o­ther mens businesse is bred and maintained by the etc.
THe 6. particular is curiositie, for such is the condition of [Page] most men, that although nature haue seated the eie in the inner chāber of the face, yet are they prying alwaies into other mens busines; sharp sighted as Eagles in cēsuring other mens actions, but bats, & moles in their own. Not vnlike those witches called Lamiae, Cap.  [...] of whō Plutarch speaks in his booke of Curiosity, who were wont to put vp their eies in a boxe whiles they stayed at home, and never to set them in their heads till they were going abroad. Insomuch that the ora­cle of truth it selfe, hath pronoū ced it for truth, that those who cā see a mote in their brothers eie, Mat. 6. 4. cā not yet discerne a beame in their own, & the second wise mā that ever liued, hath laid it down for a maxime, that a wise mans eies are in his head, but a fooles are peeping in at euery window: which lesson it seemes Antoninus the [Page] Emperour was to seeke of, whē curiously casting his eies about in another mans house, 'twas freely told him, that it became a (guest as he was) in that place to be deafe & blinde; to which purpose also we read in the Acts of the Apostles, that our Savior being taken vp in a clowd,Cap. 1. 10. out of their sight, they were check­ed by the Angels, for gazing curiously after him, and in a kinde of reproofe stiled with the nāe of men of Galilee. 1. 6. 19. Yet more me­morable is that instance out of the booke of Samuell, where tis said that the Lord smote the men of Bethshemish, because they had looked into the Arke, & as tis ad­ded in the text for that very fact he slew amōg the people fifty thousand 60. & 10. mē, But for a ple­sāt example in this kinde I haue not met with any answerable to that of Rablais, Lib. 3. c. 33 who reports that [Page] Pope Iohn the 22 being in Frāce & passing by the nūnery of Fō ­thenrant, the Abbesse with her Nuns presented vnto him a sup­plicatiō that it might be lawfull & sufficient for thē, to confesse one to another, since many se­crets fell out amōg them which they durst not either for shame, or feare, trust the Priest withall; The Pope gaue thē the hearing, & told thē he would consider of the matter; and at his departure deliuers to the Abbesse a little box (in which he had put a Lin­not) to be kept without opning (vnder pain of excōmunicatiō) til his return; his holines had no sooner turn'd his back, but they with one consent, set al vpō the Abbesse, for the opening of it, to see what was in it (such was their curiositie of prying even into the Popes secrets) shee be­ing easily perswaded, did so, by [Page] which meanes the Linnot esca­ped; the Pope presently retur­ning (vnder pretence of some other occasion) demaunds his box, but finding the bird gone, tels them that if they could not keep his coūsell, vpō so straight a charge, they would hardly keepe one anothers, and so in­ioines them their wonted form of confession.

CAP. 6.
Of bewitching by the eye.
THE seaventh and last parti­cular in this kinde which I will speake of, is bewitching by the eie, to which the Apostle S. Paul alludes in his Epistle to the Galathians, where he demands [who had bewitched them?] [...]ap. 3. v. 1.  [...]  [...]. the word in the originall is found but this once onely in the new [Page] Testament, & (as I thinke) in the Canonicall scripture, & (as the learned Beza hath rightly ob­served) properlie signifieth a kinde of fascination, or bewit­ching by the eie, and therefore the Apostle in the same verse, continuing his metaphor, op­poseth therevnto as an amulet [...], or preservatiue, the cru [...]ifying of Christ in their sight: and Tertul­lian in his booke of the vailing of Virgins,De velan­dis Virgi­nibus. brings this as a rea­son to perswade thē to the vse of their vailes, least the heathen might thereby take advauntage to bewitch them, in finding their faces vncovered, and by that meanes subiect to maligne aspects.Arist. sec [...]. 20. prob. 34. And the chiefe secreta­rie, or privie counsailour of na­ture as also his followers in their problems,Alex. lib. 2. prob. 54. or questions, of the secrets of nature, haue inser­ted among the rest, one of this [Page] kinde of bewitching; not as doubting of the trueth of the thing, but as searching onlie into the manner of it, and re­medie against it; but the best that I haue met with, for disco­vering this mystery, is Plutarch in the fift booke of table-talke, where hee witnesseth,Prob. 7. that whole families, & nations haue beene tainted with that disease; & Plinie giues the reason of pla­cing Satyres, and Antikes to be looked on, in the entries and portales of great mens houses, to haue beene the possessing by that meanes, of the thoughts of that malicious kinde of people, by which their strength in hur­ting might either bee diverted, or abated. Some write that wo­mē that haue a double pupill in their eie, doe most harme this way; but vpon what certaine grounds of experience, I cannot [Page] affirme; only in this, I finde most of auncient heathen Philoso­phers to concur, & some of the latter christian Physitions, that not only men and women,Vlmus de occultis re­mediis c▪ 10 doe interchangeably hurt one an o­ther in this kinde (as hath al­ready beene shewed,) but both of thē vnreasonable creatures, and they againe, both men, and women. For the first of which sort,Plin. li. 30. cap. 11. it is in my iudgment worth the observing, which many na­tural historiographers, (& these of the chiefest ranke) report, & Plutarch addes, that himselfe hath tryed, that a man beeing sicke of the yelow-iandise, if he stedfastly looke vpon the eie of the bird Icterus▪ or Galgalus, him selfe may perhaps recover, but the bird dies instantly, without faile; And on the other side it is as cōmonly receaved not onely among the vulgar, but the lear­ned; [Page] that the Basilike by his eie killeth a man:Picolom. Zabarel in lib. de visu. which the 2 grea­test naturalists of this age▪ take as granted, when as having set downe their state, that the act of seeing ariseth from somwhat receaved into the eie, they ob­iect this experience against it, and answere it rather by vvai [...] of exposition, then denial, gran­ting indeed that he hurts a man by his eie, but rather by some pestilēt vapor, which proceedes frō it, thē by any ray, or beame, which helps it in seeing, which resolution of theirs, as it salveth their former assertion, so doth it plainly make for our present dis­course, of poysoning by the eie▪ I here passe over the fresh blee­ding of a dead corps, at the loo­king on of the murtherer, as al­so Medusaes turning men into stons, by her looks alone, which though it bee indeed but a Poe­ticall [Page] fiction, yet their meaning doubtlesse, stretcheth farther then the ordinary reader at first blush cōceaveth; in shadowing vnder that fable, the suddaine a­stonishment of men, at the raies of her rare beauty. But for the full clearing of this point, let vs but consider the common expe­rience of infecting one another, by bleare eies, and the spotting of a looking glasse, especially if it be new,Arist. li. de insom. 2. c. 2. and cleare by the loo­king on of a menstruous womā, and this case [...] (as I thinke) in an indifferent▪ Lemnius lib. 2. c. 13. iudgement, not pos­sessed with preiudice (howbeit Vairus and Vallesius  [...]unne a cō ­trary bias) wil passe for currant.

CAP. 7.
How the generall r [...]bellion of the body is occasioned by the eie.
[Page] NOw for the generall rebel­liō of the body, the words of our Saviour are plain, if thine eie be evill, all the body is darke; Mat. 6. 23. & in the chapter going before, hee instanceth: in the eie, and the hand, as the two most offensiue members of the body; the one a [...] the counsailour to the heart, & the other as the executioner; whence S. Iohn fitly comparing all worldly vanities to a three headed Cerberus, or 3. shapte Chimera, placeth the lust of the eies▪ betweene the lust of the worlde, and the pride of life; to which middle head (in my iudgmēt) may fitly be reduced, that excessiue delight, which we naturally take, in beholding one beast cruelly to wo [...]ry, and devour another. And which is worse, in seeing one man com­bating with an other; nay with wilde beasts, & that even to the [Page] powring out of bloud, & some­times the life it selfe, which a­mong the ancient Romans was vsuall,De vero cul [...]u l. 6. cap. 2. as may appeare by that complaint of Lactantius in his time, They are angry (saith hee) with the combaters, vnlesse one of thē be slaine, & as if they thirsted after human bloud; they are impa­tient of al delay, they require fresh mē to enter the lists, that they may instantly glut their eies with an o­ther bloudy spectable. Tis an ex­cellent observation, that S. Au­gustine hath of Alipius his friend in frequenting these sports,Confess. l. 6. cap. 8. that being by his advise, once with­drawne from them, and by com­pany drawne thither againe; hee told thē, that they might force his body thither, but his eies, they should not, which prote­station hee indeed made good; vntill at lēgth, a grievous woūd being givē by one of the Com­baters, [Page] a great shout was sudd [...] ̄ ­ly raised, through the theater; at which (Alipius not able any lon­ger to forbeare) opened his eies and seeing the bloud trickling downe, dranke in cruelty with the sight, receaving a greater wound in his soule, then the cō ­bater did in his heade, neither was he now the man that came thither, but one of the manie▪ vnto whom he came; and a true companion, or rather captaine, of those who drewe him thither by force. Hither also may be re­ferred, the lewd masking, which the Papistes vse in their Carni­vals, or rather Bacchanals, at Shrouetide; the women march­ing through the open streetes, in mans apparrell, and the men in womens; as also the Iesuits exhibiting of heaven and hell, God & the divell, the damned, and the elect, vpon their stages: [Page] to which may be added, the be­holding of vaine & wanton pi­ctures, such as Aretines, ordi­nary among the Italians, & west Indians. But for their dange­rous effect, I refer the reader to that example,Lib. 2. c. 17 Ex Ter. which S. Augu­stine alleadgeth in his booke of the citty of God, Of a certaine young man, who looking vpō a painted table, in which was des­cribed Iupiters descending in a goldē shower, into Danaes lap, takes hold of the next opportu­nitie, of running into the same kinde of sensualitie, and de­fends his fact, by the Exam­ple of Iupiter the great Mo­narch and governour of the world. Lastly, here might chal­lenge its due place, that lascivi­ous grosse action, which is ever represented, in the French Co­medies and daunces▪ and some­times in our common Merce­narie [Page] interludes here at home, whe [...] at the greatest part, would surely otherwise rather blush, then laugh; but that they holde that place in a manner priviled­ged: Against this abuse in plaies and the christians frequenting of thē, beeing acted by the hea­then, composed of heathenish matters, and instituted in honor of there heathenish Gods [...]; the fathers are eloquent, & copious but especially the golden mou­thed Doctor,Hom. 3. de David▪ & Saul spar­sim▪ Art thou not a­fraid? (saith he) dost thou not trē ­ble to beholde with the same eie, with which thou lookedst on thy bed, where the foule adultery was represēted, the sacred table where the tremblable mysteries of the sacrament are performed? Whiles thou accustomest thy selfe to see such spectacles, insensibly, & by degrees, bidding adue to shame & mo­desty, thou beginnest to entertaine[Page]& practise the same. Those verie women, whom their own lewdnes, & vnhappines, hath prostituted to the cōmō vse, are notwithstāding covered with the darke, & secret retiring places: & even they who haue sould their blushing, yet in such actions blush to be seene. But this Monster enters the▪ theater, dares moūt the stage, & doth take a pride, to play his part, in the pub­like view & face of the world; and not only to speak & do naught, but to glory & boast in it, & which is worse to professe himself a Master & teacher of Art; so that in re­gard of this boldnesse, the brasen forehead of the stewes, may iustly challenge the title of Modestie.

CAP. 8.
How the eie was the chiefe oc­casion of originall sin, & of exam­  [...]es in all those mischiefes which  [...]ormerly are proued to arise frō it.
[Page] NOw for originall sin, which was the first personall in our first parents, and cleaues to all their posterity as natural,Gen. 3. 67. wee  [...]inde the first outward occasion of it to haue been the fairenesse of the apple apprehended by the womans eie, & the punishment first inflicted on it to haue been the opening of the eies, whe­ther of the minde or the body I dispute not. [...] Whence it may be in the Hebrew the same worde signifieth as well an eie as a foū ­taine; to shew that frō it as from a spring or fountaine did flowe both sinne it selfe, the cause of sin, and misery the punishment of both; and because by the eie came the greatest hurt, there­fore God hath placed in it the greatest tokēs of sorrow. For frō it comes teares, by which the e [...] pressing of sorrow is peculiar to man alone: in which regarde i [...] [Page] were to bee wished that men would often pervse that excel­lent treatise of the gouernment of the eies written by M Grien­ham, a worke vndertaken vpon like reasō no doubt, as was that practicall discourse of the go­vernment of the tongue, by the late reverend, and ever renow­ned Mr Perkins. The former of which we doubt not but is so much the more acceptable, and vsefull, as the subiect is more large and error dangerous; for the tongue discloseth what e­vill  [...]loweth vnto it, but the eie keepeth it close which is a thing more perilous. But to proceed from reasons & precepts to ex­amples (the most popular argu­ments) there doth not want in holy writ a clowd of witnesses to bring in evidence of the ne­cessity & vse of the precepts be­fore laid downe. Of covetous­nesse [Page] in Achan, of fornication in Sichem, in David & Putaphars wife of adulterie, of gulttony in our first parents, of anger, envy, and revenge in Soule: in each of which particulars it pleased the holy Ghost (no doubt that hee that readeth might consider) to set down in expresse tearms the sense of seeing, as the first mo­tiue which drewe thē into these particulars. 1. for Achā we haue it registred vnder his own cōfes­sion.los 7. 21. I saw among the spoile (saith he) a goodly Babylonish garmēt & 200 shicles of siluer & a wedge of gold of 200 shicles weight, & I coveted thē & took thē. 2. for Sichē the text it self is clear. Then Di­nah the daughter of Lea. the which she bare to Iacob, Ge [...]. 34. 1. went out to se [...] the daughters of the Cūtry whō when Sichem the son of Ha­mor Lord of the Country saw, hee took her & lay with her & defiled[Page]her. 2. Sam. c.  [...] v. 2. 3 for David we find it in the forefront of this tēptatiō, & whē it was euening, saith the Text, David arose from his bed, & wal­ked vpō the roof of the Kings Pa­lace, & from the roof he saw a wo­man washing her selfe, & the wo­man was very beautifull to looke vpon, then David sent messengers & tooke her away and she came to him, & hee lay with her. And for Put aphars wife, the Text saith that she cast her eie on Ioseph, Gen. 39. 7. and said, ly with me. 4. For Saul, the scripture is very rema [...]kable, where its said that afte [...] the slaughter of the Philis [...]ians the womē sang by course,1 Sam. 18.  [...] Saul hath slain his thousand; & David his tenthousand; wherefore Saul had an eie on David frō that day for­ward. Lastly for our first parents Moses, the pen-man of God or rather the spirit of God inditing to Moses, rather then that circū stance [Page] should be vnvrged in cō ­tent to thrust it into a parenthe­sis.Gen. 3. 6. see the womā (saith the Text) seeing that the tree was good for meat, & that it was pleasāt to the eie, and a tree to bee desired to get knowledge, took of the fruit therof & did eat, and gaue it also to her husband, & hee did eat. To these may be added, as Apocripha the example of the 2 Iudges in the story of Susanna of whō its said That they saw her walking daily in her husbands garden, Vers. 8. & from thēce their lust was first inflamed towards her, & to conclude this point for making vp the musick ful to this vniversal diluge of sin may bee added the cause that drew the generall flowd of wa­ters vpon the old world, which in the letter of the Text is ex­pressed to be, that the sons of God saw the daughters of mē that they were faire, Gen. 6. 2. and they tooke them▪ [Page] wiues of al that they liked, & sure it is to bee thought that frō the eie first sprang the sinne of the Sodo [...]s conceaued against the Angels which Lot receaued be­cause from thence their punish­ment first began,Gen. 9. 11. according to that rule of the C [...]vilians;L [...]si quis de servi [...]u [...]e▪ who advise not so much the fact i [...] selfe, as the first originall cause from whence it springs to bee looked into. Vpō which groūd was foūded that more wise thē strict law of Zalencus in com­maunding the eies of an adulte­rer to bee put out as being ei­ther the chiefe guides or coun­sellers in that worke▪ Valerius. and his owne son afterward offending in the same kinde, rather then his law should be broken, con­tent he was good man to loose one of his owne eies, by that meanes to redeeme one of his sonnes. And vpon the same rea­son [Page] of Iustice did Oedipus in the Poet execute vpon himselfe the same kinde of punishment:Sen. in oe.  [...]ipo act. 5. and in the same member, though in the appearance of men for a dif­ferent offence, was Henrie the 2. king of France striken by the finger of God, hauing that eie put out by the splinter of a staffe broken in Tilting, with which not long before hee had vowed to see Anne of Burge one of the Presidēts of the Par­liament of Paris, & some other of his associats of the reformed religiō to be burnt, (if they per­sisted in that opinion) as Serres, and Thuanus, both French, and excellent historiographers of this age haue left recorded. But to returne to the matter, once of this we are sure, that the plea­sing of Herods eie by Herodias daughters dauncing was that which cost Iohn Baptists head, Mat. 14. 6. [Page] the minde of man ever concea­ving great & little spots by the media [...]ion of the eie, as Labans sheepe did their young at the sight of the pilled rods which Iacob laide in the watering trough.Gen. 30. 37▪

CAP. 9.
Of the false report, which the eie makes to the inner faculties, in the apprehensiō of natural things
NEither doe our eies onely▪ serue as panders, and bro­kers, or rather traiterous por­ters, for the inletting of these e­nemies vpon the soule, but also as false reporters in naturall, & artificiall things, and secret in­telligencers in morall matters for discovering her weaknesse to the world: the former of which wee dayly try in discern­ing [Page] magnitudes, distances, pro­portions, Colours, in which rea­son by conclusions drawne out of her principles oftē checks & controules this sense for false reporting; for instance we need go no farther thē those colours which appeare in the rainbowe, or on a Doues necke by the re­flection of the sunne beames, those night-chas [...]s & gapings in the firmament. The seeming of Comets to bee in the same distance from vs, that stars and one starre from another; the sparkling in the darke of preci­ous stones, of the eies of certain beasts, of glo-wormes, of ro [...] ­ten wood, of fish bones, and the like. S. Basil in his hexameron de­maundes the question, who it is▪ that in his owne experiēce hath not often tried, that throwe in the water a little peece of sil­ver, seemes to be double in quā ­tity? [Page] and straight things crook­ed? that from the topps of high mountaines, heardes of cattell seeme to be but Ants, and from a▪ watch tower a farre of, shipps vnder saile, but as flying doues; large square towers like little round pigeon houses, and the sea and heavens to imbrace and kisse each other. These things all men knowe, and the great­est part acknowledge, to be er­rors of the eie, Though the lear­ned only,Vi [...]llio ln opricis A­r [...]st▪ in lib. de sensu & sensibili & in  [...] search into and finde out the causes of it; the discove­rl [...] of which because it falls not naturally within the compasse of this discourse, I wil not enter vpon the vnfolding of it; it be­ing withall a theame (as I con­ceaue it) of difficultie, and tedi­ousnesse alike; but will only ad a conclusion most vndoubted out of the rules of art, though hardly beleeued of the vulgar; [Page] that the sun (which the sharp­est eie cannot possibly iudge to be aboue 2. or 3. foote broad) is found by iust calculation, [...]laviu [...]. to exceed in bignesse the whole globe of the earth and water a­boue 166. times. Hence is it that Charron in his Treatise of wisdome (a book secōd to none in this age for moral discourses) and the French Academy, insist­ing herein in the steppes of the Stoicks and Academicks; hold this sense rather to hinder▪ then further true, and sound know­ledge: though I confesse Euse­bius in his preparatiō to the gos­pell,Lib.  [...]. c. 7. and Tertullian in his booke of the soule labour the contra­ry, but rather out of a zeale (as I conceaue it) offreeing the workes of God from imperfec­tion then out of any deepe phi­losophicall discussing of this point: neither (to speak a truth) [Page] doe I see how in graunting an imperfection in the worke wee should or cā from thence draw an argume [...]t of want of good­nesse; or wisdome in the work­man, especially if the worke bee of such nature, as that it haue in it selfe free will, to retaine, or deface that perfection, in which it▪ was created.

CAP. 10.
A generall discourse of the de­lusiō of  [...]he eie by artificial means as also by the passions of the mind.
I Might here take occasion to enlarge of the delusion of the sight by the subtil [...]ie of the di­vell, by the cha [...]mes of sorcerers by the spells and exorcismes of coniurers▪ by the legerdemaine of Iuglers, by the knaverie of Priests and Friers,See Sco [...].  [...] l 13.  [...] by the nim­blenesse of  [...]umblers, and rope­walkers, [Page] by the sleights of false and cunning marchants, by the smooth deportment and beha­viour of Hypocrits, by the stra­  [...]agems of generals, by the gid­dinesse of the braine, by the dis­temper of phrensies, and lastly, by the violent passions of feare, and melancholy; besids a thou­sand prety conclusions drawn [...] out of the bowels of naturall Philosophy, and the mathema­ticks; by the burning of certain mixt powders, oiles, & liquors. By the casting of false lights, by [...] the reflection of glasses, and the like; of which kind I will onely set downe one cōclusion, which my selfe haue seene often pra­ctised, to the great astonish­ment of such, as beholding it, vnderstood not the reason o [...] it. The practise is thus; take a stu­dy, or closet, where (by closing the woodden leaues) you may [Page] shut out all the light: then bore an hole, through the midst of one of the leaues to the bignesse of a pease, and cover it with a peece of spectacle glasse, and when the sunne shines on the groūd before the window, hold on the inside right before the hole (to the distance of two foot or thereabout) a sheete of white paper or a large peece of faire linnen; and you shall perfectly discerne by the shaddowes; the shapes, and motions of men, and dogs, and horses, & birds, with the iust proportion of trees, and chimnies, and towers, which fal within the compasse of the sun neere the window.
To this artificiall [...] Conclusiō, of deluding the sight may be [...] added a pleasant merry i [...]st out of Cashlios Courtier,Lib.  [...]. of a gentle­man who having lost all his mo­ny at dice, and getting to bed in [Page] a great chafe, insteed of praying fell a cursing, and so a sleepe; which his fellowes perceiving, thought to put a tricke vpon him by putting out there ligh [...]s & making a noise as if they had continued there play, whereat he suddenly awaking out of his new sleep, fals to his old railing, that having gotten his money they were set vpon it purposelie to vexe him, having no light to see what they did; they tolde him he was either mad or blind; to thinke that they would play without light or not to see it stā ding full in his eie; to which he replies that if they spake in ear­nest he had indeed lost his sigh [...] supposing it to be a plague of God sent vpon him for wishing it so often on others: they to ri­pen the rest confirmed him in his opinion till at length they brought him to vow to our La­dy [Page] I knowe not how many fasts & pilgrimages for the recoverie of his sight; which being perfor­med falling hartily to his prai­ers he fals a sleepe; now was the time to worke the feat; his Cō ­panions cause lights to be con­veyed into the chamber and re­nuing the former noise, awake him the second time,Le d [...]nger passe Le Saint est  [...]rompè. who nowe perceiving the lights which hee saw not before gaue God & our Lady solemne thanks for the re­covery of his sight, but perfour­med his vowes at leasure.

CAP. 11.
Of the delüsion of the sight, by the immediate working of the divel.
NOw for the other particulars aboue named, I will not dwell vpon anie of them, but will only point at some choice [Page] examples in the chiefest. First then for the divels sub [...]iltie in deceiving the sight, tis a matter agreed on on all hands▪ that hee hath the power, (Vertum [...]us or Proteus like) to turne himselfe into any shape, or (Chameleon like) into any colour: nay which is more, wheras the Chamaeleon cannot chaunge himselfe into white; yet can the Divell trans­forme himselfe into an Angell of light: and not only himselfe, but other things in such sorte, that sometimes hee makes them seeme to bee present when they are not, and sometimes not to seeme when they are, and at o­ther times againe, to appeare in another shape and fashion than they are indeed, & in their owne nature. In al which kinds I finde among the Dutch writers plen­tiful & rare examples,De spectris Von Zau.  [...]erey▪ but chief­ly in Lavater & Whitikind, who [Page] hath writtē the best in this kind of any I haue met with; but in Dutch and vnder the name of Augustin Larcheimer. For the practise then, of making things appeare to be present which in­deed are not; the former of them brings this story.Lau. part▪ 1. de de spect [...]is ex Alb. Cran [...] ­z [...]o l. 4. c 5. Henry the se­cond Emperour of that name, vchemently suspecting Chune­gund his empresse, for vsing false play with a Courtier too famili­ar with her, his iealousie was (as he thought) iustly increased, for that the Courtier was often seen to come forth of her chamber, early in the morning▪ and alone; but the good Empresse, beeing put to her purgation by the Or­dalian lawe for the clearing of this vniust surmise, walked o­ver fire hot culters, with naked feet, vnhurt, which discovered to the world, as wel her innocē ­cie, as the divels policy, in coun­terfaiting [Page] such a shape and vsing it in such sort, as might most in­cense the Emperour, and drawe the Empresse, with others, into vndeserved suspition. The same authour, in the same booke, re­lateth that himselfe had heard of a wise, and graue man, one of the chiefe governours of the Ti­gurin Canton; that himselfe, and his servant, travailing in a som­mers morning, through the me­dowes, hee saw (as him seemed) one of his neighbours commit­ting bestiality with a Mare, but knowing the good honest re­port of the man, and thereby misdoubting his owne eies, hee gets him p [...]esently to his house; where hee finds him good man, in his bed, fast a sleepe. Where­in we may see, as in the one, the divels businesse, in abusing the weaknes of this sense, so in the other Gods providence in clea­ring [Page] the innocent. I vrge these examples to this ende, that if these men had trusted there owne sight, and not made far­ther search they had surely in­curred what the divell by those  [...]leights hunteth after, the offen­ding of God, and the endange­ring there own souls in the shed­ding of innocent bloud. If I might without tediousnesse, I would adde one history more, of the divels cūning in making things appeare which indeede are not, which tooke effect ac­cording to his designe. (I con­fesse I vrge it not so much for the fitnesse, as the strangenes of the story.) It fell out in the yeare 1282. in a towne named Ham­mel, vnder the Duke of Bruns­wikes dominion, an od mate cō ­ming thither vnder the habit of a Rat-catcher, and having done good service to the towne, for [Page] which hee was but poorely re­warded; one day hee walkes through the streete; playing on his tabour and pipe, by which mea [...]es, a number of the chil­dren of the towne, flocking af­ter him, followed him so far, till at length comming without the gates, he led them al into a little hillocke, where they all vanish­ed togither, & were never seene after to the nūber of 130. The relation I knowe cannot but seeme very strange, and therfore will hardly paste for credible, but Wierus a Germane borne & chiefe Physition to the Duke of Cleues and (as his workes shew) a professed enemy to monkish fables,Li. 10. 16. de prae [...]lig. daemonum constantly affirmes, out of his own experience, that the act is at this day to be seene re­gistred in the recordes of the towne, and painted forth in the glasse-window of the cathedral▪ [Page] church, and besides that the streete through which they pas­sed, beares his name of the acci­dent, and their ancient publicke instruments of law, as bands, & leases beare date, as well frō the yeare of the departure of there children, as from the incarnati­on of Christ; which inducemēts me thinkes, are able to make a man swallow a greater difficul­tie.
Nowe for the divels seconde practise, in deceiving the sight, by making things not appeare which indeede are present, I finde a memorable example, which hapned not long since,Whitikin. dus cap. 6. at Francfort vpon Odera an vni­versitie belonging to the Mar­quesse of Brandeburg, where a certaine maide possessed as they thought, woulde often thrust her empty hand into the open aire, and drawe it backe full of  [...] [Page] ven this is nothing else but a delusion of the sight either by fitting the skinns of such beasts to the bodies of men and wo­men, who by a deepe strong i­magination, or naturall disease, suppose themselues to be such indeed, as they seeme to bee; or by applying to them aiery bo­dies; which sometimes to bee so is manifest in that being torne with the teeth of dogs, or strikē with staues, their former shape soone vanisheth, but the print of the blowe remaineth. To which purpose Whitikind I remē ber maketh report of an old woman in the Dukes of Meckel­burges country,12. who appearing in the shape of a great Mastiue dogge the hounds espying her, ran with full mouth vpon her, & the coūtry hinds with pronges, and pike staues, fel about her, til at length she being sore woun­ded, [Page] the shape of the Mastiue vanished, and nothing was left to the slake, out a poore silly old woman, begging mercy & pardō: this news being brought to the Vniversitie of Francford, where our Author then liued, Iodochus Willi [...]hius their profes­sor of physick, frō thēce took occasiō to discourse of this point now in hand, and in the ende approued that conclusiō which we haue aboue proued. The pa­trons of the contrary opinion, as Bodin, & Sprenger in his book of the hammer of witches, vrge the reall transfiguratiō of Vlysses followers into beasts, [...] Diomedes souldiers into birds, & that vn­savory ridiculous tale, of an egg which a witch in the kingdome of Cyprus, neer the city Salamin sould to an Englishman, and by the same transformed him into an asse; and made him her mar­ket [Page] Mule three yeares, and that at last shee remetamorphised him into the shape of a man a­gaine. Besides these they bring the transformation of diverse passengers in Italy in the time of S. Augustine, being there, in­to cariage horses, by certaine alewiues, but chiefly they stand vpon Nabucadnesars change in to a beast, and Lots wi [...]e into a pillar of salt: to which I answere that these changes are either to bee vnderstood to haue hap­pened rather in the affections of the minde, then in the figure of the body, or if so, rather by the immediate finger of God, thē by the working of the divel and for those reall true effects, which seeme to bee the insepa­rable companions of a reall change, as swift running, devouring of children, vndergoing of great burdens, and the like; I [Page] hold some of them to haue bin performed by the divell himself in a seeming phantastick body; others in the bodies of beastes, possessed by himselfe; and lastly not a few, by beasts themselues▪ suddenly conveied into the place of such; as witches sup­pose they haue transformed all by the delusion of the eie, and none of them by any reall or true change: it being no more possible▪ for the reasonable soul of a man to dwell in the bodie of a beast, then for the vnreaso­nable soule of a beast to dwell in a mans body; which if we [...] should grant, I see no reason but vpon the same ground, aswell a gap might be opened, and way be giuen to Pythagoras dreame of the interchangable recourse of soules, from beasts to men, & from men to beasts againe.

[Page]
CAP. 13.
Of the delusion of the eie, by the exorcismes of Coniurers.
FOr the exorcismes of Coniu­rers, and Necromancers, in raysing the dead, that one ex­ample of the witch of Endor is sufficient, [...]. 1. 28. to prooue them all meere delusions of the sight, it being not to bee thought, (be­sides the generall reason, that the soules of the righteous, are in the hands of God) that the true Samuel would bee drawne to answer him, whom God had denied to answere by dreames, by Vrim, or by Prophets; or that Samuell woulde haue suffered Saul, to haue done him worship by inclining his face to the ground, and bowing himselfe; or lastly, vnderstanding that Saul was reiected of God, would [Page] notwithstanding▪ haue assured him of being with him the next morrow, except wee should af­firme, the good, & the bad, the castwaies, & the chosen to goe both to one place. Though the Papists indeed, to maintaine their Limbus, and their purga­tory fire (which except, they still keepe in,  [...]hat of the Popes kitchen wil sone go out) would needs haue it to bee a true reall apparitiō, groūding themselues vpon these words,V. 14. & Saul knew that it was Samuel, which in my vnderstanding, inforce not so much a certaine knowledge, as a ful perswasion which grew no doubt, out of the cunning & ar­tificiall counterfeit, which hee saw represented before his eies: the Divels art being strange in that kinde, as may appeare by the apparition of, Mary Dut­chesse of Burgundy to her hus­band [Page] Maximilian afterwarde Emperour, raised by Trithemi­us Abbot of Spainheim at the Emperours own request out of a vaine curiosity of seeing her once againe. The Ghost (as the story sets it downe) did in all parts so living represent the dead Empresse that not so much as a little blacke warte, which shee had in the hinder­part of her n [...]cke, was wanting▪ as both the Emperour himselfe & the standers by did well ob­serue Cornelius Agrippa, & Iohn F [...]ustus were renowned in this kinde, for vnder this head may fitly bee ranged the shewing of the vi [...]age of such in a looking­glasse, as had stolne any thing, or committed any villany, and lay vnknowne; the pre [...]enting of banquets onely for shew to please the eie, by deceauing it; nor for substance to delight the [Page] tast, or cōtent the stomack. But of all I haue hearde, or read of this nature, the rarest was that of Albert us Magnus, who li­ving at Colen, and the Emperor William Earle of Holland passing that way, from his coronation at Aix, and hearing of  [...]his mer­ry Monke, [...] cap. 8. desirous to see some of his tricks, sent for him, and af­ter kinde entertainment, ac­quainted him with his purposes the Monke not scrupulous of she wing his art, thus drawne in beganne to set the spirit of his wits, or rather the wit of his spi­rits aworke; and not long after caused the chamber, where was the Emperour, with his Courti­ers about him, suddenly to bee flored over with greene gras [...]e, hearbs, plants, flowers, roots, & trees among: vpon which were delicate fruits, and birdes; some singing, others chirping, to the [Page] great admiration, and astonish­ment of the beholders; It being in the dead of winter, a perfect representation of the spring.

CAP. 14.
Of the delusion of the eie by the imposture of Priests and Fri [...]rs.
FOr the knavery of Priests, & Friers without doubt the gretest part of those Ghosts, faires, pixes, hobgoblings, that haue beene seene to walke in former ages haue bin set a foot by these people; partly to get money to their coffers, in causing them e­ver to begge somewhat for the Church; and partly reputation to their order in shewing the vertue of their exorcismes vp­on them: The like may bee saied of the sweating, and weeping of their images, of the rowling [Page] of their eies, & nodding of the heads. It is worth the remem­bring which Erasmus recounts to this purpose, of a Priest▪ who a little before Easter in the night,Lib. 22. Epist. pe­nu [...]t. conveied into his church yard liue crabbs, fastning little wax candles burning▪ to their sides, they creeping in this sort about the graues, made a feare­full shew in the night, and none du [...]st come neere to discover it. The report being cast abroad, was entertained with a feareful kinde of reverence of the most, and the wisest were content to bee hudwinckt for cōpany. The next sunday comes the Priest, to play his part, and out of the pulpit tells them very seriously that these walking spirits were the soules of their dead friends, who being sore tormented in purgatory begged to be loosed from those paines, by masses & [Page] almes; this perswasiō went cur­rant, vntill at length by the negligence, or forgetfulnesse of the Priest, two or three of the crabbes were founde in the day time among the rubbish, with▪ the candles sticking to their sides, by which meanes the knavery was detected and the Priest punished. To these may be added those▪ comicall impo­stures for the casting out of de­vils practised by Priests, and Ie­suits, in which the principal part is prooued to bee nothing else but the delusion of the behol­ders sight; and Geffry Chaucer, who had his two eies, wit, and learning in his head, spying that all these brainelesse imaginati­ons were the forgeries, and le­gerdemaine of crafty and leche­rous friars either to maske their vene [...]ie, or to inrich their trea­sures, plaies vpon them thus▪ [Page] 
For there as w [...]nt to walken was an Else
 There walketh now the limitor himselfe
 In every bush and vnder every tree.
 There is no other inc [...]bus but hee.


CAP. 15.
Of the delusion of the sight by the distemper of the braine.
FOR the distemper of the braine the case is cleare in Aix, who ran vpon an heard of Swine, with his drawn sword in his hand, supposing it to haue bin the army of the Graecia [...]s. & hung vp the two greatest hog [...] ▪ taking them for Agamemnon, & Vlysses, the former as his compe­titour, and the latter as a partial Iudge; the like we read of Pen­theu [...] who in his madde moode▪ thought he saw two sunnes, and two cities of Thebes; of Orestes▪ who saw his mother in his sister [Page] and Agaue wilde beasts in her childrē. These mistakes were in raging persons; but others there as much mistaken▪ howbeit in a merrier vaine, as hee of whome Aristotle speaks in his book of wonders, who living in the Citty of Abydos in Asia▪ would spend whole daies by himselfe alone in the empty theater; commen­ding the Actors, and clapping his hands as if he▪ had seen some stately tragedy.

CAP. 16.
Of the delusion of the eie by the smooth cariage of Hypocrites.
FOR the smooth and cunning deportment of hypocrits, and dissemblers, I need not goe far­ther then common experience, to shewe that there speciall skill consists in casting a mist before [Page] the eie of the worlde: which the Cynicke, no doubt, well vnder­stoode when he cryed out that the graue beard, and the long cloake he saw, but the pholoso­pher he saw not. Whence it is that these kind of men, are ever painted foorth vnto vs by the resemblance of things, which most deceiue our sight; as of Wolues masked vnder Sheepe skinnes, of tombes, or monu­ments, which on the outside are whited over, and sometimes set out with curious works, in met­tals and carved stones, of di­verse colours, but within are ful of rottennesse, and dead mens bones: of Apothecaries boxes which without are fairely pain­ted▪ but within are ful of poisōs: of tragedy bookes which with­out haue covers of velvet, with stringes of silke, and claspes of silver, but within are full of per­iuries, [Page] and murders, and incests: of those apples, which are re­ported to growe in the land; where Sodome stoode,Solinus. which ap­peare exceeding faire, & beau­tifull to the eie, but being once touched with the finger they moulder into ashes: of the hill Etna which without is ever cold & white with a mantle of Snow but within burnes with conti­nual flames▪ of the Aegyptiā tē ­ples, which without shine with gold, and  [...]cat, and marble, but haue within some secret yle, a Crocodile or serpent for the God, vnto which they are dedi­cated: of those pictures which on the one side represent a faire gentlewoman, & on the other, an horned Satyre: Lastly of Ce­bes tables in which pleasure, and good fortune are seated in [...] the forefront; but grie [...]e and punish­ment, and revenge, and dispaire, [Page] lie hidden in a dark obscure cor­ner behinde. So that except a man had the eies of those Spani­ards (which Delrio in his magi­call disquisitions reportes him­selfe to haue seene at Madrid) who could see into the bowels of the solid earth,Lib.  [...]. Cap. 3. Qu. 4. and there dis­cerne minerals, and quarries, & springs; It is impossible but that in our ordinary conversing with men, wee shoulde often with Esops dogge catch at shadows, and let goe substances.

CAP. 17.
Of the delusion of the eie by stra­tagems of warre.
LAstly for stratagems of war I will instance only in two, the one of our owne chronic [...]es devised by Stygan, Archbishop of Canterbury, and put vpō Wil­liā [Page] the Conquerer at his entrāce into Kent; by commaunding his souldiers ready armed to range themselues into their squadrōs with yoūg trees, or big boughs in their handes, & so to attende the comming of their enemie; the conquerour, (according to the Archbishops proiect) suppo­sing hee had seene a wood be­fore him, and still marching to­wards it, found himselfe to bee wrapped in the midst of his e­nemies, before hee could discrie where they lay in camped. The other is out of the Romane hi­story,Livie. invented by Hanniball, & put vpon Fabius, by tying wads of straw to Oxe-hornes, which being fired, and the Oxen let loose toward the enimies camp, in the dead of the night, some of thē affrighted with the sight, as it drew nearer and nearer to­ward them, withdrew thēselues [Page] from there tents, & by little and little drew the rest after, till at length Hanniball found a cleere coast to escape with his armie, being before hardly beset, and in great straits. To these may bee added two other famous o­versights in warre, of the same nature with the former, but dif­fering in this, in that they were rather incurred, then imposed; The former by Charles Duke of Burgūdy, Comines. who lying at the siege of Paris; and having certaine in­telligence of the kings drawing toward him, for the raising of it, sent out his scouts to discover the coast, but the day beeing somewhat far spent, and clow­dy withal, they tooke a field not farre of, overgrowne with high thistles,9. 26. to be the kings pikemē (as Gaal in the booke of Iudges tooke the shaddows of the [...] tops of the mountaines to be men) which [Page] errour [...]caused afterwarde in the Dukes armie much trouble and some losse.2. King. 3. 21. The latter is of the Moabites who mistook the morning shining of the sun vpō the waters for the colouring of bloud: the words of the  [...]ext bee these, & when the Moabites hard that the kings were come vppe to fight against them, they gathered al that were able to beare harnes, and vpwarde▪ and stood in their border, and they rose early in the morning, when the sun arose vpon the waters, and the Moabites saw the water over against thē, as red as bloud, and they said the kings are surely slaine & one hath smit­ten another: now therfore Moab to the spoile; & when they came vp to the host of Israell, the Israelits arose & smo [...] the Moabits so that they fled before them, but they in­vaded them & smot Moab, not much vnlike this serious narra­tiō [Page] is that iest which d' Accords puts on the Duke of Vandosme, the cōmon tabour of the french wits; who (after their fashiō) ha­ving caused his wine (in the heate of summer) for the better qualifying and refreshing of it, to be let downe in a bucket, in­to the bottome of his well, and not long after going foorth to see the manner of  [...]t having ne­ver before seene his face in the water and then suddenly espy­ing it, but not vnderstāding frō whence it should proceed, runs in in all hast, and cries for helpe for the beating downe of the Antipodes, who were drinking his wine in the bottome of the well.

CAP. 18.
Of the delusion of the eie by pain­ting.
[Page] THESE later examples may not vnfitly bee reduced to the delusion of the sighte, wrought by the ignoraunce of natural causes; but among al ar­tificiall deceiving of the eie, (wherof I intended in this place chiefly to speake) that of pain­ting, and limming is the most noble; by which not only vn­reasonable creatures, as birds by flying at painted grapes haue beene deceived; but men also, nay (which is more) a painter himselfe; bidding his Corrival (if he feared not shame) by his worke, to draw his curtaine, & present his table to the publike censure; vvhereas the curtaine was indeed but counterfeit; and by that meanes was the price adiudged the latter, for that the one had deceived birds onelie, the other men. For so it is that this sense which I finde not in [Page] any of the rest, is so bewitched that its then most delighted, when tis most deceived, by sha­dowings, and landskips, and in mistaking coūterfaits for truths

CAP. 19.
That the eies serue not only as treacherous porters, and false re­porters in naturall and artificiall things, but also as secret intelli­gencers, for discovering the pas­sions of the minde and diseases of the body.
NEIther doe our eies onely serue as false reporters to the minde, in natural and artifi­ciall things, but as secret intel­ligencers, in morall matters, for discovering her weakenesse to the world. Thus by a fierce spar­kling eie, we discover anger; by an open staring eie, vnstaidnes: [Page] by a rowling vnsetled eie wan­tonnesse; by a hollow wan eie, envy▪ and iealousie; by a hautie skornfull eie pride; by a narrow deiected eie, basenesse; by a dull fixed eie, heavines of spirit; ma­ny times to the shame, & some­times to the disadvātage of him that is discovred; his enemies by this means gaining advātage to work vpō that passiō, by which they see him Possessed, or to which they iudge him most in­clined:Prov. 17. 24. to this agrees that of Sa­lomon, wisdome is in the face of him, that hath vnderstanding; 3. 16. but the eies of a foole are in the cor­ners of the world, and of Esar, Eccle. 9. 7. the daughters of Sion are hauty and walke with stretched out necks & with wandring eies, wherfore the  [...]on of Sirachs councell is good, goe not thou gazing about in the streets of the citty, neither wāder thou in the secret places thereof,[Page]for a wise man will easily discrie thee, & he that hath vnderstāding wil know thy thoughts. Nether are passions of the minde alone, but withal the diseases of the body, and in them their increasing & decreasing, by the eie more thē by any other part, laid open to the view of the world: whence it is that Hippocrates out of his owne observations rightly coū ­sails practitioners in physick in visiting their Pati [...]nts to view the face well, and in it especial­ly the eie, be cause by nothing sooner is the habilitie or weak­nes of the inner facultie discer­ned; & hence it [...] is that Orpheus tearms the eies the looking glasse of nature, Aphrodiseus the case­ments of the soule, and Blemor the Arabian went so farre as to af­firme that the soul had her prin­cipall dwelling & mansiō house in the eies. Here thē let Momus [Page] be summoned to natures court, & pay her honourable amends, for having iniuriously accused her, that in the fabricke of mans body there wāted christal win­dowes in the brest, to discover the thoughts, & diverse passions of the hart to the world.

CAP. 20.
Of the infinite diseases & casual­ties which the eie is subiect vnto.
NOW besides this secret in­telligence, which the eie giues the world of the souls weaknes, & the bodies imperfectōs; I find themselues subiect to far more diseases from within, and casualties from without, then a­ny other member.Lib. 1. c. 11 Charrō in his book of wisdome counts the dis­eases only to be sixscore,Lib. 7. c. 20 but Rhodigin, who runnes over the [Page] particulars, bringes in a cata­logue of a greater number, and Laurentius in his treatise of the eie, purposing to speake of this matter begins in this manner. I wil not vndertake (saith he) in this place to set down any exact descri­ptiō of the diseases of the eie, it be­ing an enterprise to tedious, which would require at least an hundred several chapters, the particulars are so infixit. And sure if we cōsi­der aright the diverse peeces, & parcels of the eie, as the three humors, the 7 tunicles, the mus­cles, the vaines, the arteries, the nerues, the spirits, & withal vn­derstand that each of these hath his severall diseases proper to it, besides those which are many times imparted from the distē ­per of the braine (with which the eie holdes a marvelous cor­respondence) and those which are incident to the whole bal of [Page] the eie as excesse, or defect in quantitie, improper situation, or figuration, or the like, cannot but conceaue as much as is be­fore affirmed, especially if to these internall diseases we ioine those externall accidents, offē ­siue to it, winde, dust, smoake, gnats, straines, stripes, bruises, sometime to the diminution, and sometime to the deprava­tion, and not seldome to the to­tall losse and perishing of the sight. But aboue all it is most cō ­siderable that light the very ob­iect in which it most delight­eth, and comforteth it selfe, it notwithstanding most hurtfull, and dangerous to it by dispers­ing and dissolving (as it were) the opticke spirits; as may ap­peare by S. Paul stricken blind, with a light from heavē, which suddenly shoane round about him: and by Zenophons souldiers [Page] who travelling many daies, through the snow, the greatest part of them lost their sight; To this ende, tis worth the remem­bring, which Galen mentioneth in his tract of the sight,Lib. 10 de vsu partii [...]. Cap. 3. that Di­onysius the tyrāt of Sicilie being disposed to punish any with blindnesse, would first cast them into a deepe dungeon in which was no crevise, or chincke for admission of the sunne beames, where hauing kept them by the space of certaine daies, they were in a cleere sunshine wea­ther, immediatly from thence brought into a higher chamber full of lights, and all pa [...]ieted over with a bright kind of plai­ster; by which meanes surfiting (as it were) and glutting their eies vpon this new fresh lustre, within a while  [...]according to the tyrants designe) they became flarke blinde. The truth of this [Page] assertion is also prooued by the experience of seeing the starres at noone day, from the bottom of a deep well, or when the sun is eclipsed (as Thucydides wit­nesseth it happened in his time) the sight being otherwise so da­zeled with the cleerenes of the sun-beames, that it cannot pos­sibly apprehend or discern those lesser lights in presence of the greater. But beside these assaults of the sight from without, and diseases arising from the natu­ral dispositiō from withint; di­verse kindes of meates, and sau­ces there are, in our ordinary di­et, which serue as much to di­minish or depraue the sight, as to nourish or augment the bo­dy. Of these D. Baily in his trea­tise of the preservation of the eie sight, hath mustred vp a faire troupe; which mixed withsome other accidents, the schoole of [Page] Salerne hath notwithstandinge summarily, and pithily com­prehended in a few verses, and and because they are happily rendred by S. Iohn Harrington, I will set them downe in our own mother tongue. 
Wine, women, bathes, by ar [...] or natur [...] wrought,
 Onions, garlicke, mustard seed,  [...]ire, and light,
 Smoake, bruises, dust, pepper [...]to powder brought,
 Beanes, l [...]tiles, straines, winde, teares, & Phoebus bright.
 And all sh [...]rpe things our eie sight doe molest.
 Yet watching hurts them more then all the rest.

 Among wh [...]ch one hath vnhap­pily marked two things, as of­fensiue to the sight, which not­withstanding are most necessa­ry in the life of man, hic & haec ignis, the one to the preservatiō of mankinde, and the other of [Page] particulars. The former of which notwithstanding is foūd to bee lesse offensiue to the eie  [...]ight in other countries, especi­ally in the higher Germany then tis here with vs; there being e­ver in their hypocausts a con­venient warmth, howbeit the fire bee never seene; so that, the scorching heat (which is it that dries the christalline humor, [...] & by that meanes hurts the eie) is not felt in those parts. Others there are, who note two other things, as vseful in another kind & yet as offensiue to the eie,  [...] to that purpose alleage the au­thority of the same author. 
Shee that ha [...]h happe a husband  [...]d to burie,
 And is therefore in ha [...]t, not sad, bu [...] meri [...];
 Yet if in shew good manners shee will keepe,
  [...]nions, and mustardseed will make her weep [...].

 [Page] But for my part I tooke especi­all notice of watching, and teares, the one being the readi­est meanes to gaine knowledge & the other to giue vent to our grie [...]es, to which may be added fasting, as hurtful to the sight & yet more vsefull in a Christian mans life then any yet named.

CAP. 21.
That the eie is not so vseful fon the gathering of knowledge, as is pretended, whether wee consider it absolutely in it selfe, or in re­spect of the hearing.
AND surely for the gaining of knowledge, I durst con­fidently a [...]irme, that were the eie never so inde [...]atigable in watching, or inform'd the inner faculties aright in al it apprehē ­ded; yet in most things  [...] it not [Page] possibly without the helpe of hearing, hunt out the truth, since as well in the works of art as nature, that which hath grea­test force in actuating, & quick­ning the thing wee see (as the soule in the body) is notwith­stāding it selfe for the most not seene; the statelinesse of houses, the goodlines of trees, when we behold thē, delighteth the eie; but the foundation which bea­reth vp the one, and the roote which to the other ministreth sap and iuice, is in the bosome of the earth concealed. And generally the sight is not capa­ble, but of corporal, accidental, particular things; and in them only of their crust, and surface, and that only in direct obiects, and by helpe of the light: wher­as the hearing apprehends all manner of sounds, from all dif­ference [...] of places, as well from [Page] behinde as from before, & that at all times as well in the darke, as in the day, and that which chiefly makes for the increase of knowledge, vniversalls, imma­terials, and the inward parts of things. Therefore Socrates as for other things, so for this among the rest was adiudged by the o­racle the wisest living; that ca­sting his eies vpon a faire but si­lent face, he bid him speak, that hee might see him: as if hee had said in other tearmes that the sense of hearing, makes more to the vnderstanding of the true nature of things, then that of seeing; and in this case one care witnesse is of more value then ten eie-witnesses. Thus doe we iudge by the hearing onely of the temper of mettals, the soūd­nesse of timber, the emptinesse of vessels, the deepnesse of wa­ters; & ordinarily, in the course [Page] of life [...], wee finde the hearing to bee the sense of precept▪ & rule, safe, and certaine alike; but [...] the other of example, and imitatiō no lesse dangerous▪ then vncer­taine. Whence it is that we haue heard of many blinde men who haue become famous for wis­dome & learning; but of deafe men we haue not heard of any: for which cause (as I suppose) in our common law such as are borne dea [...]e [...], though they see perfectly well, yet are they ran­ked among mad men, lunaticke persons, and children, whome (as Bracton affirmeth) in cases of felony, their very wāt of common reason and vnderstanding priviledgeth from the ordinary punishment inflicted by lawe: but for such as are borne blind [...] I finde no such priviledge▪ the law supposing thē to be as cap­able of reason as others, & no [...] [Page] only capable to conceiue reason but to expresse it as well by speech as writing, which in men borne deafe is not only vnvsu­al, but (in mine vnderstanding) impossible. Whervpon in the ci­vill law, though they be indeed excluded from intercession or postulation as they call it, (though vpon a blindQuod in signia ma­gistratus vider [...]  [...]on p [...]ssi [...] p. 1. l. 3▪  [...]. 1. reason in my iudgement) yet are they not forbiddē to supply the pla­ces of iudges, or magistrates, it being not the blindnesse of the body, but of the minde,Lib. quaest. illust. which taketh away the faculty of iud­ging; as the iudicious Hottoman hath wel stated the question;Quest. 28. af­firming withall, in the same place, that he seeth no Canoni­call hindrance, but that me [...] blind frō their verie birth, may be sufficiently instructed in the civil law, and other liberal sci­ences. Vpon which grounds I [Page] well remember, at the last com­mencement saue one held at Cambridge, twas proved, & de­fended that a blind man might lawfully supply the place of a iudge. And thus much my selfe da [...]e confidently affirme, that want of sight is many times the occasion of cutting of par­tiall respects, then which no­thing is more inwardly neces­sarie to the office, and rightfull proceeding of a iudge. Now how forward we ar to passe our iudgment according to the out­ward appearance, let that one example of Samuell (one of the vprightest iudges that ever Is­raell bred) su [...]fice to proue,1. Sam. 16. 27. who being commanded by God to annoint one of the sons of Ishai, king of Israell: when they were all come before him, he looked on Eliab the eldest & said, surely the Lords annointed is before him [Page]but the Lord saide vnto Samuel looke not on his coūtenance nor on the height of his stature, because I haue refused him, for God se [...]th not as mā seeth, for mā looketh on the outward appearance, but God beholdeth the hart, 2▪  [...] ▪ which in ef­fect is the same thing that Saint Iames cōdēnes in his Epistle to the 12. tribes, if there come into your company (saith he) a mā with a gold ring & goodly apparrell, & there come in also a poore man in vile raiment & you haue a respect to him that weareth the gay cloa­thing are yee not partiall in your selues, & are become iudges of e­vil thoughts? When the Evange­licall Prophet Esay speaking of the Messias; 10. 2 3. tels vs that the spirit of wisdōe & coūcel shall rest vpon him▪ & immediatly ads this as an effect flowing from it, or a  [...]igne to discern it by, he shal not iudge according to the sight of the ei [...]s.[Page]Cōmend not [...] therefore a mā in his beauty, Ecclesiast. nor despise a mā in his out­ward appearance. Now besides the cu [...]ting off of these partiall respects in a iudge, blindnesse also occasioneth (as is alreadie proved at large) the taking a­way of lustful lookes, which as often pervert the course of iu­stice, as may appeare in the sto­ry of Susanna, and by that wor­thy speech of Pericles to Sopho­cles, who admiring and cōmen­ding the faire face of a boy that passed by, Pericles telleth him plainely, that not only the Prae­tors handes ought to bee clean [...] from bribes, but his e [...]es too (& that much  [...]ather) from lustfull looks. But now to returne again from the particular office of a iudge, to the general point pro­posed which was the gathering of knowledge and wisedome: we read that Democ [...]itus suppo­sing [Page] the sh [...]rpnesse of his sighte to hinder the quicknesse of his wit; was content to plucke out both his eies for the better compassing of that one ende, which he attained so [...]wel,Tuscul. 5. that (as Tully witnesseth of him,) though hee were not able to pu [...] a differēce betweene blackes and whites, yet was hee able to distinguish between good and bad, iust and vniust, honest and dishonest; & without the variety of colours could he liue happyly, without the knowledge of thinges hee could not; and when others saw not that which lay before their  [...]ee [...]e, he travelled through al in­finity, setting no stint [...] to his boundlesse conceipt: and surely I for my part am clearely of opi­nion that howbeit his practise in this case, be not allowed, much lesse his example to [...] bee followed, yet the reason and [Page] ground of the action was not so strange, and ridiculous as some men haue conceited it, it being a necessary certaine meanes for the vnity of the thoughts, and by it redoubling of their force, which by the sight are commonly distracted in the varietie of obiects; & by consequent loose much even of their naturall st [...]ēgth; the truth of this assertiō partly appeares in that little but excellent descriptiō of the Spa­niards life, in which among all the masters of al cōditions whō Lazarillo de Tormes served we finde none comparable to his blinde master, for the smelling out of his knaveries; but yet more fully in our night medita­tions, which by reason of the re­straint of our sight spring from our most retired thoughts; and by that meanes for the most part savour as much of iudge­ment, [Page] and ripenesse, as those of the morning of quicke and rea­dy dispatch; for which cause (as I suppose) the Greekes haue gi­ven the same name to the night and good invention: [...]. and one of the sharpest Philosophers that ever put pen to paper,Sco [...]us. borrow­ed his name from darknesse. Be­sides it is noted of our Saviour (whose imitable actions,Ma [...]. 6. 6. ought ever to be our patterns) that hee prayed oftner in the night, or a­lone in the garden or vpon the mountaine, then in the daie or in the presence of company; and himselfe commands vs the pra­ctise of the same exercise reti­red a part and our chamber dore shut: & surely reason me thinks teacheth vs thus much, that the soule being shut vppe, and kept in from peeping out, and as it were gazing abroad through the casements of the body, shee [Page] must by co [...]straint reflect her beames vpon the con [...]emplati­on of her selfe, and such thinges as shee hath before apprehen­ded.

CAP. 22.
Containing an answer to an ob­iection, that man alone hath ther­fore given him an vpright figure of body to the end he might behold the heavens.
IF anie heere obiect that God hath given man aboue all o­ther creatures an erect and vp­right countenance, and (as the Anatomists haue observed) one nerue more thē to bruit beastes, for the turning of the eie vp­ward, to the ende hee might be­holde the heavens, and in them, (as in large characters drawn in faire velom) the glory of their [Page] maker; I answere that man in­deed considered in the state of integrity, might & would haue made excellent vse thereof; but in the state of corruption the greatest part, either thereby are induced to Idolatry (as hath bin before shewed) or which is no lesse pardonable with Thales whiles they looke vp into hea­ven, fal into the ditch of curiosi­ty, and presumption, and from the contemplation of the starres (notwithstāding that in produ­cing particular effects, they cō ­curre only as vniversall causes) (rushing into the chaire of God) haue peremptorily decreed of the alteratiō of whole states, the destinies of Princes, and private men: secrets no doubt sealed vp and fast locked within the bo­some of the eternall wis [...]dome; but only when it selfe pleaseth vpon extraordinary occasions; [Page] to disclose & to impart them to the sonnes of men; and (which is worth the observing) whiles these men pretend to  [...]ee in the stars the notable actions, and e­vents of the whole world, (as Menippus is  [...]abled to haue don from the circle of the moone,) yet knowe they not many times what is acted in their owne clo­sets, by their owne servants, and children, or with their wiues & daughters in their own houses. Paralell with these figure-fling­gers may not vnfitly be match­ed those fortune-tellers, who vndertake to foretell men and womens marriages & fortunes by their pretended art of Physi­ognomie and chiromancie, the one cō  [...]isting in beholding the traies of the visage, & the other the lines of the hande; but the folly of both appeares in that one wise answere of Socrates to [Page] a professour of these artes, who looking stedfastly on him, and out of the groūds of his profes­sion pronouncing him to be vi­tiously given, Socrates replies that indeed he said somewhat, if a man lived as a beast, and fol­lowed the disposition of his in­bred corrupt nature, not recti­fied by education or morall ver­ture.

CAP. 23.
Setting downe at large the hinderances of the eie in the ser­vice of God.
NOW to proceede from the little service which the eie performes vs in the gaining of knoweledge to the ill offices which it supplies in spiritual ex­ercises, let every man in this case but examine his owne con­science, [Page] either when himselfe speakes to God in prayer, or when God speakes to him in preaching (which two are as it were the ascending and descen­ding Angels in Iacobs ladder) & he shal surely finde, that the div [...]l takes occasiō to withdraw his mind frō the  [...]crious thoughts of those exercises by nothinge more then by the wandring of the eie. For the prevention of which mischiefe vvee see those that are appointed to die in commending thēselues to God be­fore the stroake of iustice, and others, as well at thansgiving at meals, as other publike praiers, close their eies, and cover their faces; which howbeit sōe others censure, yet do I nothing doubt but the practise of it fi [...]st grewe out of a sensible feeling of this kinde of temptation.1. Cor. 1 [...] ▪  [...] Whence it is that S. Paul commands wo­me[Page]to be couered in the church, by reason of the Angels either least the bad Angels, by that means take occasion to stirre vpp ill thoughts (as some interpreters thinke) or lest the minister who is elsewhere named the Angell of God▪ should thereby take of­fence (as others are of opiniō:) which custome remained amōg the Corinthians (vnto whom S. Paul wrot this epistle) vnto Ter­tullians time, as himselfe witnes­eth in his booke de velandis vir­ginibus, in which he disputs ex­cellētly for this presēt purpose. Such (saith he) are the eies of the virgin that desires to be seene, as those that desire to see her, the sā  [...] kind of eies desire interchangably to see one another, and it proceeds from the same roote, the forward­nes to see & to be seen; wherefore let the virgin fly to her head co [...]e­ring as to her helmet or targ [...]t,[Page]by which she may defend her selfe against the assaults of tēptatiō & against all the darts of scādall, su­spicion, surmise, & emulatiō. I be­seech thee, whether thou bee a mo­ther, or a sister, or a daughter, co­ver thy head; if a mother, for thy sons sake; if a sister, for thy bre­threns sake; if a daughter, for thy fathers sake; for all ages are indā ­gered in you: put on therefore the armour of modesty, intrench your selus within the bulwark of shame facenesse, build vp a wall for the weaknes of your sex, that neither your own eies may peirce through it, nor admit others; for I cannot imagine how she should escape vn­punished, who is unto others the cause of falling, for hee perisheth through thy beauty, & thou art be come a sword to him. The Arabiā women thē shal iudge you, who co­ver not their head alōe, but (as Susanna before the iudges, & Rebec­ca[Page]before Iscac) the whole face in such sort as they are cōtent rather to see with one eie, then in seeing with both to haue their whole face seen. In regard whereof for ought I knowe, tis no discom­mēdable order which the Iews (who deriue the name of a vir­gin from retiring & hiding her selfe) obserue at this day in their Synagogues, [...] that their men haue their seates in a roome a­part, and the women apart by themselues, there passing only a thinne partition betweene thē, in imitation of which there is a Church lately built in the Duke of Wirtenberges country, at the Dukes owne charge, the fashiō of which is so cōtriued, that ne­ther the men see the women, nor the women the men, & yet both hearthe minister sufficiētly alike; & surely to speak a truth) for ought my selfe haue seene [Page] or heard by report of others, or read out of written relations) I think no where in Christēdome is the like freenes for the promi­scuous sitting of men & womē togither, as in our English chur­ches; especially our womē wea­ring no maner of vaile, which in other countries is vsefull not only in their Churches, but in their streets too;Villamont lib. 3. cap. 1 in which kinde the very Turkes as a french gen­tleman reports (who lived long among them) are so precise, that if a woman passing by dis­cover any part of her body na­ked, if but her hand, they es­teeme her little better then a curtisan; and the same gentle­man in his first booke of the same worke, discovering the manners of the Venetian womē notes that their virgins being once passed 14. yeares of age, vntill the day of their marriage, [Page] never step over the threshal of their fathers dore, but only vp­on Easter day, to heare masse and receaue their creatour (as they tearme it) which done the poore soules return immediatly into their former prisons, there to remaine, and expect the cō ­ming of a husband. So that it is to be feared  [...]east those Arabi­ans, & Iewes, & Turkes, & Pa­pists, shall one day rise in iudge­ment against those Christians, who present themselues before God and his holy Angels; in the assembly of his Saints, with painted faces & naked breasts, as if they came rather to bee seene of men, then (as David speakes) to see the beauty of God in his Temple.

CAP. 24.
That supposing the  [...]ight hinders not, yet is it prooved that it fur­thers thers little in matter of religion, together with the answers to sun­dry obiections belonging to that purpose.
[Page] NEither, to speake a truth, see I what great vse wee haue of our seeing though rightly guided in the furthe­rance of the service of God or our owne salvation, but only in beholding the outward circum­stances of the sacraments, the want of which may also suffici­ently bee recompenced by the other senses of feeling & smel­ling, but especially hearing and tasting; whence it is that men borne deafe are excluded from this sacrament by the common cōsent of divines but not blind; howbeit Danaeus in his book of the sacraments affirmes that M. Beza & himselfe, [...]ib. 5.  [...]. 15 living in Or­leans, admitted one Merardus [Page] borne deafe to this sacrament; being induced thervnto by rea­son of certaine signes which he made for the demonstration of his faith; but how hee shoulde come to the knowledge, which might guid him to the making of such signes, or how the mini­ster by them might apprehend his conceits, neither doth Dane­us expresse, nor (to speake a truch) can I imagine. First then for faith which S. Paule defines to bee the evidence of things not se [...]ne, He [...]. 11.  [...]. 2. Cor. 5. 7. & by which we walk, not by sight, wee find it to bee bred by hearing onely as the ordinarie meanes, and nourished by the same alone, as by the ordinance of God, that only case­of the sa­craments excepted; and there­fore it is not said that a colour or a shape tooke flesh, but the word that was incarnate, that was God, 2. for hope, Paul in an [Page] other place speaketh thus,Rom. 8. 24. hope that is seen is not hope: for how cā a mā hope, for that which he seeth? but if wee hope for that which wee see not, with patience wee abide whiles we looke not on the things which are seen, 2. Cor. 4. 18 but on the things which are not seen; for the things which are seene are temporal, but the things which are not seene are eternall. Lastly, [...]. 18. for charity the third theologicall vertue, S. Pe­ter highly cōmends thē to whō he directs his Epistle, for louing the Lord Iesus, whō they had not seen, Luk▪ 10. 24 Mat. 13. 16 & reioicing in him with ioye vnspeakable & glorious. To the wish then of those Prophets and kings, or as the other Evāgelists haue it righteous mē (making thē reciprocal,) who desired to see the day of our Saviour, and saw it not, I answer that their desire concerned not so much the be­holding of him face to face, as a [Page] distinct & particular knowledg of the Messias and the vertue of his incarnation and passion: in which sense Abraham is said to haue reioiced to haue seene his day, and he saw it, & was glad, and the Apostles eies are pro­nou ̄ced blessed for seeing those things which they saw. [...]oh. 8. 5 [...]. For o­therwise Iudas that betraied him, P [...]late that condemned him, the Priests that accused him, the faithlesse Iewes that s [...] i [...] him in the face, crowned him with thornes, buffered him with their fists, whipped him with rods, railed on him; & nai­led him to the crosse; should be more happy then we, to who [...] the light of the Gospell is fully revealed; or then Moses, and Paul, of whom the one was a faithfull steward in the house of God, and the other, the doctor of the gentiles, in nothing inferior to [Page]the chiefest of the Apostles; nei­ther of them, notwithstanding having ever seene our Saviour in the flesh: and for the song of Simeō, Luk. 2. 30. now lettest thou thy seruāt depart in peace, because mine eies haue seen thy salvatiō, I am sure­ly of opinion that his peace cō ­sisted not so much in this, that hee had seene our Saviour with his carnall eies, and imbraced him with the arme of flesh, as that hee saw him by the eie of faith, and imbraced him in the armes of spirituall affection; as tis truely said of the blessed Vir­gin, that her blessednesse consi­sted not so much in bearing our Saviour in her wombe, as in her heart: and for that speech of S. Augustine (if it be his) where he is said to haue desired to haue seene three things, Rome in her flower, Paul in the pulpit, and Christ in the flesh; I may iustly [Page] suppose his meaning to haue beene rather in living in those times of the purity of the church for the fuller clearing of some controversies then afoot in his time, then out of any curiositie of seeing the person of our Sa­viour.

CAP▪ 25.
That the popish religion consists more in e [...]e service then the refor­med .
OVR adversaries indeede, place a greate and maine part of their superstitious wor­ship in the eie-service; in the magnifike & pompous fabrick, and furniture of their Churches and attiring their Priests; in ga­zing vpon their dumb ceremo­nies, which with very multi­tude as leaues cover the fruits, in beholding the daily elevatiō [Page] of their Idoll in the masse, (for the greatest part hear nothing) & lastly in fixing their eies vpō pictures, and images; giuing them the Titles of remembran­ces for the learned, & books for the laity. And surely I am per­swaded that it may very cleere­ly bee shewed out of the histo­rie of the Church, that images never came to bee of that vse, & in that request which now they are, before the preaching of the Gospell grew so cold; that the Idoll Priests not able to suffice their auditorie in hearing; were forced to set vp, and the people content to receaue those Idols, for the satisfying of their minds by seeing. But S. Paul was of an other iudgem [...]nt in this case, as we may see in the third chapter of his Epistle to the Galathians, where hee affirmeth that Christ was described (the originall [Page] word is painted forth) before their eies,VI.  [...]. and among them cru­cified, which was not (as some Priests haue sottishly vrged in mine hearing) anie corporall crucifix or picture vpō a wood­den table or glass-window with materiall colours, but a liuelie demonstration in the evidence of the spirit; as may be gathered by the words themselues, be­sides the drift of the place: and besides all this they haue fram­ed to themselues, insteed of an invisible head in heaven, a visi­ble head here on earth, as if the not seeing of a thing tooke a­way the not being or working of it; and those glorious titles which are given either to the invisible triumphant Church a­boue, or the militant truly con­sisting of the elect heere below, they for the most part attribute to a visible congregation of the [Page] Pope, and his Cardinals in their consistory, or to the assembly of an oecum [...]nicall Councell.

CAP. 26.
That the sight of the creature helpeth vs little in the knowledge of God.
LAstly for the sight of the cre­atures & frame of the visible world, as S. Paul sheweth in the first to the Romans, it shal rather serue for the inexcusablenesse & condemnation of those that bel [...]eue not, thē for the furthe­rance of the salvation of them that beleeue: neither, (to speake a trueth) is the sight of the crea­ture so much availeable to the knowledge of the creator, as the vnderstanding of its depending from him, and working by him, which notwithstāding is rather [Page] gotten by hearing then by see­ing : & to grant all that may bee reasonably required in this case yet stil on the other side must it necessaryly bee yeelded vnto, that in al the articles of Christi­an religion (howbeit some of thē may be prooved by conclu­sions drawn from the sight) the words of our Savior to Thomas ought to prevaìle with all true harted christians, blessed are they that haue not seene, & haue belee­ved, it being then most accepta­ble to God, to yeeld our cōsent in beleeving, when the experi­ence of sense, and the reach of reason most faile vs, and vvhen they serue vs best not to assent so much for their sakes, of which we haue vse only as men, as for our faiths sake alone which pro­perly belongeth to vs as christi­ans . There are ( [...]aith S. Augustin) in the beginning of his book of the [Page]faith of invisible things, wh [...] think Christiā religiō rather to be scor­xed, thē to be held, because in it nothing is demonstrated which may be seene, but the faith of thinges which are not seene is cōmanded: but for vs, we know that we ought to beleeue many temporall things, which wee see not, that hereafter we may be coūted worthy to be ad­mitted to the sight of eternall things vvhich wee nowe beleeue: whence it is that men vtterly void of the sense of seeing, bring with them mindes for the most part better prepar'd to religious exercises, then the commō sort, remember more, and practise it better.

CAP. 27.
That the eie of the sense failing, that of the vnderstanding & spi­rit waxe more cleare.
SO ordained it is, in a manner [Page] by God, and nature; that as vvhen one eie is deprived of sight, the other sees better then it did before; or as Iohn Baptist decreasing Christ increased; and as the house of David waxed stronger & stronger, the house of Saule waxed weaker & wea­ker ; so when the eie of the out­ward sense, growes dull, & dim, the intellectuall eie of reason, and the spirituall eie of faith, grow more fresh, and cleare; be­tweene which three I finde the like proportion, as between the life of man in his mothers wōb, the world, and the kingdome of heaven. Thus wee see Paules blindnes in the eies of his sense, and the opening of the eies of his vnderstanding, to haue hap­pened in a manner at the same instant: and in the Ecclesiastical story,R [...]ff. lib. 1. Cap. 17. Paphnutius cōforts Max­imus his friend with this speech, [Page] that the mortal light of their bodyly eie beein extinguished, they had gaine [...] a fuller [...] fruiti­on of heavenly and immortall brightnes. And in the gospell we read not of any on whome our Saviour wrought so many miracles, as vpon the blinde, in restoring their sight, which must needes argue in thē an extraor­dinary strength of faith, the ver­tue and effect of his vvorking being ever proportioned to the beleefe of those on whom hee wrought. To which we may from thence be the more casilie induced to grant assent, for that amonge all those blinde men which the scripture names and commends to our consideratiō we finde none of them branded with any notorious vice: but on the contrarie, many of them of excellent vertue, renowned in their ages, and commended [Page] to posterity: as Eli and Sampson both types of Christ; Abiiah though blind yet counted wor­thy to be one of Gods seers; I­saac and Iacob both chiefe patri arches and pillars of Gods cho­sen people; of whom the one though he knew not his sonnes when hee blessed them, yet in the manner of blessing hee de­served to knowe them; by his blindnesse beeing occasioned, the effecting of Gods purpose, in the preferring of Iacob, before Esau; and the other,Gen. 27. having laid his hands athwart,Gen. 48. vpon his two Nephews Manasses & Ephraim would not remoue them accor­ding to the advise and desire of their Father Ioseph; but fixed thē according to the guidaunce of that light which directed him from within, and whē he could hardly see vvith the eies of his body his sons which stoode be­fore [Page] him, yet with the eies of his minde did hee foresee and fore­tel what should become of each of them and their issue for many generations ensuing.
To these may be added out of the new Testament the blind Bartim [...]us, Mat. 10. 46 who lefte his cloake behinde him on the earth, and with it his earthly affections, to follow our Saviour: and out of the Apocrypha Tobias, of whom S. Augustin speaks on this wise, Othe light which T [...]bias saw, whē his caruall eies being shut, he set his sonne, Conf. 10. 34. notwithstāding into the right way of life, & trod out a di­rect path before him (as a guid) with the never-erring foot of cha­rity .

CAP. 28.
Treating of the drvers privi­ledges of blind men.
[Page] OVr Saviour himselfe giues testimony of him that was borne blind, that neither his, nor his parents sin was the cause of it, but that the workes of God might be made manifest, Iob. 9. 30 which testimony I find not given to any other infirmity of the sense or disease of the body. But yet more ob­servable seemeth the last verse of the same chapter, where our Saviour not only excuseth blindnesse, as not proceeding from sinne, but maketh it in a manner the cause of not sinning (if you had beene blind (saith he) you had not sinned) both which passages I confesse to be subiect to inter­pretation, and for their ful clea­ring to need many distinctions; yet for my purpose is the letter alone sufficient, in which no doubt but vnder the very rinde of it (as in the whole scripture beside) the speaker being the en­graven[Page]forme of the godhead, and the eternal wisdome of his father, intēded some special thing, be­sides the general drift, & scope of the place. His meaning in these words may somewhat the better appeare, if wee compare them with them in the gospell, where speaking by way of pa­rable of the great supper provi­ded in the kingdome of heaven,Luk. 14. 21 when the bidden guests refused to come, he expresly by name commaunded the blinde to bee brought in, and placed at the ta­ble ; and in a verse or two imme­diately going before, to make knowne his care and respect e­ven towarde those who are in­deed bodily blind, he exhorteth his disciples and followers, that when they make a feast, one of their chiefe cares should bee to invite the blinde, as their prin­cipall guests; besides reason and [Page] law exempteth them from per­sonall serving in the wars. And in the Levitical law of the Iews we finde an heavy curse, to be laid on such as should lay a stū ­bling blocke before the feete of the blind,Lev. 19. 14 or turn him out of his right way: and the ancient Ro­manes imposed on some of their chiefe families the surnames of blind & lame to this end (saith Plutarch) that the people should not skorne at those imperfecti­ons, In vita Co­riol. and by that meanes con­demne or neglect those excel­lent gifts of the minde vvhich many times reside in such bo­dies . Hence Iob when he would make his innocēcy cleare to the world, knew not how to expres it more effectually, or in better tearmes; thē by professing him­selfe to haue beene an eie to the blind. And Lewes the 8. of that name who was the only Saint, [Page] or at least one of the two in the whole three races of the fren [...]h kings; how beit he wonne many glorious conquests against the infidels, & erected many good­ly buildings for religious per­sons, yet was hee thought wor­thy that honour for nothing more, then for instituting the colledge of the 300. blind men, vpon occasion of so many of his souldiers, who were taken in his wa [...]s against the Moores, and sent home with their eies put out: the colledge is yet standing in Paris, & at this day devote to the same vse▪ how beit not reple­nished indeed, as it hath beene.

CAP. 29.
That blind men need not com­plain of the want of pleasures, especially the sense of their grief bei [...]g by blindnes much lessened; which is proued by the strong impression of those obiects which are presen­ted by the eie.
[Page] NOW besides this respect which God & mā seeme to beare toward his infirmitie, mee thinkes it need not much com­plaine of the want of delight [...]s even in this world. Besids those proper to the night, the mantel of defects & imperfections, and by consequent the mother of vnion and loue; the repose and closing vp of the daies labours, as the morning is againe, a fresh entrance & overturne to there­newing of travaile: our daiely cares in this case being likened to the marygold or dazy which openeth with the rising of the sun, and shuts with the setting. And where as the Poet witnes­eth of the Carthaginian Queene that her care had alwaies re­course [Page] towards the evening; I suppose it not so much to bee meant of a sober & setled, as of a distracted, and distempered minde; such as he supposes hers to haue beene; if then the night bring not tediousnesse with it, why should a day which is like a night be thought to bring it? Though I denie not but to the pleasures of the night may also be added those which we vse as cōmonly in the day; in hearing of bookes read, in playing vpon musical instruments, in discour­sing with friends, in exercising many pastimes, which require not the vse of seeing. Nay in those very sports which seeme necessarily to require it, as bouling, shooting, coiting, shoufgrating, & the like; how many haue we seen beyond expectatiō ex­cellent ? in which kind I hard re­ported by those, to whō I giue [Page] credit; that one Moūs. Guimins a gentlemā of good note in the province of Britanny, when any of his acquaintance or other strangers come to visit him, hee takes a singular delight in de­scribing to them his mappes, & pictures, as they hang in order in his galler [...]e, & in conmmen­ding vnto them such or such a peece or proportion, for rare workmanship: and surely in my vnderstanding those delights which blinde men conceaue to themselues must needes affect them much, as being freed from that loathsomenesse, shame, te [...] ­rours, griefe, antipathies, & fear­full d [...]eames which by the glas­sy gate are often convaid in and presented to the minde; whose obiects as they are in number more, and in action quicker, so are they for certainty more vn­doubted ; & for impression dec­per [Page] thē those of any other sense this facultie needing lesse helps in working and apprehending her obiects in a farther distance and presenting them to the cō ­mon sense, and from thence to the imagination with greater life & assurance; insomuch that the best Poets and Orators lead by art, and common people by nature, when they would make knowne a deepe passion they haue conceaued, are wont to expresse it by these or the like tearms, I my selfe was an eye wit­nesse, or I saw it with these eiet which Mark Antony wel vnder standing in his funerall oration vpon the death of Iuliu [...], Casar that he might (throughly incēse and inflame the people against the murderers; opned the hearse where the corps lay and shewed them the fresh bleeding woūds which Casar had receaued in [Page] the Senate, as the Lacedemoni­an women were wont often to present to their sonnes the bloo­dy shirts of their Fathe [...]s slaine in the wars, therby to make thē more sensible of the iniurie and mindefull of revenge. Since then the operation of the sight vpon the imagination bee thus forcible, tis no marvel that Pigmolius a graue Roman prelat liuing not long after the  [...]primi­tiue church, being fallen blind; was wōt solemly to thank God, that by that meanes hee was freed frō seeing the enimies of his church, & especially Iulian the Apostate. And Petrarch a mā renowned a like for varietie of reading,Dial. 9 [...]. dexteritie of wit, and soundnes of iudgment in his di­alogue of blindnes, cōforts the affected and afflicted in that kind with this meditatiō; indeed (quoth he) thou cāst not inioy the[Page]pleasure of seeing the corny val­lies, the airy moūtains, the shado­wy groues, the  [...]lowry bankes, the cleer soūtains, the cristall rivers, the greene meddows. & (which is held most delightfull to look vpō) the face of mā; but cōsider withall that thou cāst not see filthy dung­hils heaps of durt, & excrements, ugly mishapē mōsters, raw, & rottē carions, & the like: the very sigbt of which is many times as offēsiue to the stomack, as loath some to the eie. And if there were nōe other cōmodity in blindnesse, yet for this alone, were it evē to be wi­shed for; that since there is no hope of flying frō the beholding of base and shameful spectacles which at every turning present thēselues (the raigne of vice, & banishment of vertue, being e­very where alike) the losse of the sight, may serue for a kinde of flight & avoidance of thē: & [Page] by consequent to a minde ver­tuously disposed, of comfort & contentment;2. King. 12 v. 20▪ & therefore God when he would pronounce a blessing vpon Iosiah by the mouth of Huldath the prophe­tesse delivered it in these tearms behold therfore I will gather thee to thy fathers & thou shalt be put in thy graue in peace, & thy eies shal not see al the evil which I wil bring vpō this place: now as these kind of obiects are offensiue to the vertuous, so on the other side good divines are of opiniō that, in the consummatiō of the world, it shal be one of the greatest terrours to the vnconver­ted Gentils,Mal. 24. 30 Revil, 1. 5. to behold our Saviour comming in the clouds with power and great glory, & to the vnbeleeuing Iewes to see the son of man, & to looke vpon him whō they haue pearced through, and to both to see Abraham I saac & [Page]Iacob,Luk. 13.and all the Prophets in the kingdome of heauen & thēselues shut out. And some thinke that Dives his seeing of Laza­rus in Abrahās bo [...]ome was no lesse torment,Luk. 16. 23 then his sensible feeling of hell fire and that that Zedechias seeing his sons to bee slaine grieved him more then the putting out his own eies, [...]. Kin. 25. 7. &c that the Samaritane Capta [...]ne was more punished in behol­ding the abundance of Corne after the great dearth then in being pressed to death before he could  [...]ast of it.Thou shalt see it with  [...]hine eies but shal [...] not eate thereof. Rev. 7. 19.  [...]. 7. And lastly that the mother of the Macha­bees was more worthy of prais [...] for looking on the martyrdome of her seaven sonnes with a cō ­stant and patient eie, then for suffering it in her owne bodie once of this am I sure that it, had beene far better for Attili­  [...] Regulus if hee had bin born [...] [Page] blind & never seene the sunne then to haue indured that pu­nishme ̄t by seeing it which the Carthaginians laid on him by cutting of his eie-lids and bin­ding to a post with his face op­posite to the sun beames, annd I doubt not but the same might as iustly bee affirmed of Ham, Gen. 9. v. 23. 19. 26. Noaths sonne and Lots wife, of which the one had his fathers curse for looking forward whē he should haue gone backward with his brethren, & the other Gods curse for looking backe­warde when shee shoulde haue gone forward with her husband and if I might presume so farre vpon the readers patience, I would here set downe the sto­ry of  [...] dissembling knaue dis­covered by Duke Humphry for whom no doubt it had beene better to haue bin indeed blind then to haue pretended the re­covery [Page] of his sight by such a no torious cousenage; the storie is recorded word forword, by Fox as followeth. In the yong daies of Henry the 6. being yet vnder the governance of Duke Hum­phry his Protectour, there came to S. Albones a certaine Beggar with his Wife,Act and Mō p.  [...]705 Col. 1. Edit. 1583. & there was wal king about the Town, begging 5. or 6. daies before the Kings comming thither, saying that he was borne blind & never saw in his life, and was warned in his dreame, that hee shoulde come out of Barwike, where hee said he had ever dwelled to seeke S. Albon, and that he had beene at his Shrine, & had not been hol­pen, & therefore he would go & seeke him at some other place: for he had heard some say, since he came, that S. Albones Bodie should be at Colē, & indeed such a contention hath there beene. [Page] But of truth as I am surely in formed, hee lieth at S. Albenes, sa­ving some Reliks of him, which they there shew shreyned. But to tell you forth, when the King was commen, & the towne full, suddainly this blind mā at S. Al­bones shryne had his sight again & a Miracle solemnly rong, & Te Deum song, so that nothing was talked of in all the towne, but the miracle. So hapened it then, that Duke Humfry of Glo­cester, a man no lesse wise, then also well learned, hauing great ioy to see such a Miracle, called the poore man vnto him; & first shewing himselfe ioyous of Gods glory, so shewed in the getting of his sight, and exhor­ting him to meek [...]esse; & to no ascribing of any part of the worship to himselfe, nor to be proud of the peoples praise, which would call him a good & go [...]ly [Page] man thereby, at last hee looked wel vpō his eyne, & asked whe­ther he could see nothing at all, in all his life before. And whē as well his Wife as himselfe affir­med fastly no, thē he looked ad­visedly vpon his eyne againe & said: I beleeue you very well, for me thinketh ye cannot see well yet. Yes sir, quoth hee, I thanke God and his holy Martyr, I can see now as well as any man. Yes can? (quoth the Duke) what co­lour is my Gowne? Then anon the Beggar told him. What co­lour (quoth hee) is this mans Gowne? He told him also, & so forth without any sticking, hee told him the names of all the colours that could be shewed him. And when the Duke saw that, he bad him▪ walkeM, Fox indeed saith Traitour, but the word in Sr T. Moore out of whō he hath the story is Fay tour. S. Th Moore dialogue of the venerat and worsh: of images. l.  [...]. c. 14 It is in his works in English. p.  [...]34. Edit.  [...]557. Traitour, & made him to be set opēly in the stockes: for though hee could haue seen suddainly by miracle [Page] the the difference betweene di­vers colours, yet could hee no [...] by the sight so suddainly tel th [...] names of all these colours, ex­cept he had known them before no more then the Names of all the men that he should sodaine­ly see.

CAP. 30.
That blind men need not com­plaine of disability in serving the common wealth, which is proved by some reasons, but especially by examples.
OThers▪ there are who ha­ving lost the vse of their eies, complaine not so much of the losse of pleasures with it; as of their indisposition, by that meanes to steede their friendes, or to serue the common wealth as they desire. To whom I reply that what is necessary, is also of [Page] necessity pardonable, and when wee cannot doe as wee woulde, God and good men accept the wil as the deed; and what is wā ­ting in actual performance, may bee supplyed with teares, and praiers for the publike good, 2. to some end no doubt it is, that both the Poets, painters, & co­media ̄s of al ages, haue consen­ted to represēt the 4 great mo­narchs of humane affaires, the God of riches, the God of loue, ius­tice, and fortune all blindfold. 3. I find partly by credible reporte and partly by written historie, that many famous men haue li­ved (besides such as are before vpon occasion named) of all estates, and of all ages, who ha­ving lost the light of their eies, haue notwithstanding remai­ned as lamps and torches in the world, to some by their good example, and to others by their [Page] counsel & good advise. For Em­perors I sacius, & Constantine the 6. of that name, surnamed the Imagebreaker, both Emperors of the East. For kings, Alphonsus the 4 king of Spain, & Iohn king of Bohemia, Petrarch. D [...] al. 96. who siding himselfe with the French in a set battaile against the English, and vnder­standing that our men were in greate hope to haue woone the glorie of the daie, commaundes himselfe to bee led into that part of the fight, where the king of England was, whither being brought, spu [...]ring his horse into the thickest ranckes of the ene­mies, by his example, drewe his followers after him, and so pur­chased the victory to the Frēch, though by his owne death. For a Prophet, Tiresia [...], the light of whose eies being taken away, it was replanted with vsury in his breast; wher [...]ore the Poet never [Page] brings him in complaining of his misfortune in the losse of his sight, but Polyphemus that vnre­sonable monster hee describes, making a dialogue with a Ram, and commending his estate, in that he could go & come whe­ther and when he listed,Tus [...] 5. but in that (saith Tully) he was surelie little wiser then the ramme, to which he spake. For an Archbi­shop, Robert Wau [...]op▪ a Scot by birth,Carion. a [...]. 1551. who notwithstanding he were borne blinde, profited so wel in the study of the Divinity; that he deserved and obtained the degree of a Doctour in that faculty; in the Vniversity of Pa­ru; and not long after going to Rome, was by P [...]ule th [...] 3. con­secrated Priest, & within a while Archbishop of Armach in Ire­land, and at length Legatus a la­tere, by Iulius the 3. his monu­ment is to bee seene  [...]in▪ the mo­nastery [Page] of the minorits at Paris. For a Bishop Richard Foxe foū ­der of Corpus Christ [...] Colledge here in Oxford; whose founda­tion hath yeelded oile to mani [...] rare lights for learning and reli­gion, among which were, Cardi­nals, Poole, Ludovicus Vives, I [...] ­  [...]ll, Hooker, Wotten, and that rare President of industrie and pieti [...] Iohn Raynolds; Behind the rest in deede in time, but inferiour to none of them in variety of rea­ding or strictnesse of life. For professed divines venerable Be­de, & Ierome Zanchy an Italian, the principal reformed schoole­man; who during his blindnesse wrot that excellent tract of the spirituall mariage of Christ and his Church; And in one of his sights Paphautius; which was put out by the Arrians for with stāding their heresie, whom for that very cause (as Ru [...]in Ru [...]. 1. 4. wit­nesseth [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page] in his ecclesiasticall sto­ry) Constantine had in that reve­rence, and estimation, that hee would often send for him to his court lovingly imbracing him and greedyly kissing the eie, which had lost his owne light, for maintaining that of the ca­tholike doctrine▪ For a lawgiver Lycurgus: Aeneas Sylvi for renowned gene­rals Timoleon & Ziska that wor­thy Bohemian, who after that he had fought, and won many pit­ched fieldes against the enimies of Gods Church, lying on his death bed, willed that after his death, of his skin shuld be made a drum, which his enemies hea­ring, they might as wel fear him after his death, as they did flie from him aliue. Not inferiour to Ziska [...]s courage was Belisarius his patience, general of Iustiniās army, who having brought the Vandal [...]s on their knees, trium­phed [Page] over the Persians, swept the Goths out of Italy, growing by that meanes into reputation with al men, & by consequēt in to suspicion & ielousi [...] with the Emperour, was first dismissed from his offices, & then his eies put out; insomuch that after­ward living in a little base cot­tage, neere a beatē high way, he was wont to beg in this forme, Passenger giue Belisarius an halfe penny whom vertue raised & envy blinded. To these may be added the example of Tyrrhenus who having lost his eies in a fight with Lygdamus commanded his body to bee set right against the face of the enimy as greate pe [...]c [...]s are wont to be mounted that so hee might discharge his darts vpon thē & at leastwise in receaving his deadly woūd sup­ply the room or spare the turne of a valiant and seeing souldier▪ [Page] Lastly among the ancient Cap­tains (as Plutarch hath worthily observed) foure of the greatest warriers, & that haue done the noblest exploits, by wit had but foure  [...]ies, Philip Hā  [...]ibal Anti­gonus & Sart [...]riu [...]. For a statsmā, Appi. Cla [...]d. surnamed th [...] blind whose coūsaile against Pirr [...] had it not prevailed, the eie of the common wealth had beene extinct. For a Lawyer, Caius Drusius whose house was frequē ted at the oracle of the city, and by whō those that guided him to the pleading place, were thē ­selues guided to the winning of their pleadings. For Poets Tha­myra,  [...]. Stesicherus, & Homer who was not only blind, but tooke his name of blindnesse, and yet gaue light to all that writ since in that kinde, having in such sort described every creeke and corner of Greece, the rāging of [Page] battles, the manner of fights, the situation of townes, the passions of men, that though himselfe saw nothing, yet hath he caused vs to see all these as in a table or glasse. For a thetorician, Passeratiu [...], who not long since in a publike lecture in Paris made a learned & eloquent o­ration in the commendation of blindnes,Orat [...]vl [...]. which is printed and extant in his booke of orations. For Philosophers,Strab [...] lib▪ 14. Zenarchus somtime in ward with Augustus & Asclepiades who made none o­ther accoūt of his blindnes, but that being wont to walke alone hee had now a boy ever atten­ding on him, and as the Persian kings vsed other mens  [...]ares, so did he  [...]ther mens eies; to these may be added Nich [...]laus & Lip­pus both Florentines, and well known (as it seemes) to Iovianus Pontanu [...], Lib. 2. c. 7. who reports of them [Page] that the one every holyday was wont to recite out of the pulpit some history of the bible, or the annals of their country in Italiā verse, with an extraordinary cō ­curse & applause of all the lear­ned, who then liued at Florence; and the other being but younge dayly frequented the schooles of the Rhetoritians and Philoso­phers; marveilous was he in the study of antiquity & perfection of the Latin tongue, and for be­haviour in accosting his friends exceeding pleasing; yet to his blindnes was also added pover­ty & to both youth, of all ages most impatient of misery, both which notwithstāding he bore with such indifference of minde as he seemed to bee sensible of neither.Cael. lib. 2. For Historiographers,Cap. 13. Aufidius Praetorius and As [...]onius Paedianus. Tus [...]. 5. For a Mathematitian, Di [...]dorus the Stoike, who liued [Page] in Tullies owne house, & which seemed strange, would in that case exactly prescribe to his au­ditors from whence, how far, & in what maner their geometri­cal lines were to be drawn. And lastly for the worke of the mini­stry, my selfe haue seene more then once in this Vniversitie a blind man in our solemne mee­tings, making a godly & profi­table sermon to the body of the Vniversity assembled: and sure I am perswaded hee spake by so much the more from the consci­ence, and by consequent to the conscience, by how much the lesse he trusted his papers or his minde was distracted by the sight of his auditors: tending to which purpose it is a merry iest howbeit seriously related by him who hath written Bedaes life, that his guide perswading him one day as he passed by an [Page] heape of stones, that the people (according to their wōted mā ­ner) were there assembled to heare him preach; the good old man moved at his speech, vvas content to giue them a sermon, but there beeing no body pre­sent to say, amen, at his conclu­sion, the very stones cried out amen venerable Priest, by which meanes being then baptized by the name of venerable, he hath retained it ever since. Of better vse & more certainety is that hi­story which S. Ierome in his Epi­stle to Castrutius (written vpon like occasion as this present dis­course)  [...]ecordeth to haue falne out during his infancie,Epist. 33: which he reports in this māner; S. An­thony being sent for by S. Atha­nasius to come to Alexādria for the refuting and beating down of the Arrian heresie thē a foot, Didimus an excellent divine but [Page] blind in both his eies, came thi­ther to visit him; the sharpnesse of whose wit S. Antony admi­ring demaunds of him whether hee conceaued any griefe or no for the want of his sight; which Didimus seeming by his silence and modesty to confesse, the other replies that hee could not but much marvaile how so wise a man as himselfe could bee mooved with the losse of those eies, which were commō to him with mice and flies and gnats, and not rather reioice in the fruitiō of those which were proper to Saints and Angels.

CAP. 31.
Containing a conclusion of the whole discourse by way of private meditation or soliloquie.
[Page] THese and the like conside­rations may in some good measure, serue to qualifie the griefe conceiued for the losse of that sense, which by iust proofe we finde in vse to be more dan­gerous then necessary; & withal rouse vp our thoughts to these, or the like heauenly meditatiōs. I haue lost I confesse the fruition of the fight of the heavens; but by that losse I knowe the worth of that fruition the better; and now mine eies is ever fixed vpon the soone of righteousnesse, the fra [...] ­mer and governour of the hea­vens. Mine eies were the guides of my body: but now mine advan­tage is that whereas mine eies at their best could not prevent ma­ny casuall mischiefes, now all the eies of my friendes as a continuall sentinell watch more tenderly o­ver mee, the angels pitch their tents about mee, and hee that nei­ther [Page] slumbreth nor sleepeth is my keeper. True it is that I cannot read good bookes as I was wont, but my children can supply that with lesse paine to mee, and more profit to them; well then, I will not bee c [...]st downe for the losse of my sight which is subiect to so ma­ny diseases from within, and ca­sualties from without, but I will rather reioice for the vse of my hearing the sense of wisdome and religion, by which God speakes to me out of his word, and of my tongue by which I speak [...] to him againe in praier. Good God how many in the world are blinde in faith and religion? As Atheists, and Pagans, and Turkes, and Iewes, and Heretickes, and Idi­ots; how many in iudgement and reason? As children and fooles▪ and mad men, and dotards, and drunkards; what infinite numbers [Page] in their affections, with anger, with feare, with loue, with ma­lice, with envy, with pride, who like the Idols of the heathen haue eies and see not? All which kindes of blindnesse, as they are in extent more vniversall, so are they in their nature more dan­gerous then that of the bodie, vn­to which also, all flesh in time must subiect it selfe, when the keepers of the house shall trem­ble, and they waxe darke that looke out by the windowes. Why should I then lament as if I were alone or with a few onely vnfortunate? Wee see when the great eies of the world, the sunne & the moon are eclipsed & dark­ned, they still shine notwithstan­ding vpward, & after a while re­couer againe their light downe­ward. Why should I thē murmure if the eies of this little world bee ecclipsed, since I knowe that in­wardly [Page] toward mine owne soule & vpwardly toward God, the light of my minde is inlarged? And which is more, am sure that my Redee­mer liveth & he shall stād the last on the earth, & though after my skin wormes destroy this body, yet shal I see God in my flesh, which I my selfe shall see & mine eies shall behold him & none other for mee. Thou ô Lord wilt lighten my can­dle the Lorde my God will lighten my darknes, thy word ô Lord is a lāterne vnto my feet, & a light vnto my paths, teach thy servant the way ô Lord, & lead me in a right path, for with thee is the wel of life & in thy light shal we see light, e­ven that light which shined in the darknes, & the darknes cōprehē ­ded it not, it being the brightnes of the everlasting light, the vndefi­led mirrour of the maiesty of God, & the image of his goodnes, more beautiful thē the sun aboue the or­der [Page] of the stars & the light of the heavē is not to be cōpared vnto it for night cōmeth vpon that, but wickednes cannot overcome this. Thou which opneds the eies of Io­nathā after the eating of the hony cōbe, & of Agar that shee saw a wel of water springing vp for the refreshing of her selfe & her yoūg babe; & of Elishaes servant that he saw in the mountaine horses & charets & fi [...]e round about. Sweet Iesu thou which openedst the eies of thine Apostles whē after thy re­surrectiō they tooke thee for a spi­rit, of the two disciples in the waie to Emmaus when they knew thee not but in the breaking of bread▪ of Mary Magdalē whē in seeing thee her Lord & Saviour she sup­posed shee had seene the garden (which shewed thē all the dulnesse of their carnal eies, in discerning spiritual things.) Open thou the  [...]ies of mine vnderstanding that I [Page] may see the wonders of thy law, which is my delight, the hony and hony combe are not so sweet. I will lift vp mine eies thē vnto the moū taines frō whence mine helpe shall come, the Lord shall preserue mee frō al evill he shall keepe my soule, he shal preserue my going out and my comming in, he will guid me by his counsel, & after receiue me to glory to the moūt Sion, the citty of God, the celestial Ierusalē, to the company of innumerable Angels, & to the congregation of the first borne, whose names are written in heaven, & to God the iudge of all, and to the spirits of iust and per­fect men, & to Iesus the mediator of the new testament, and to the bloud of sprinkling, that speaketh better things then that of Abel & to vnspeakable ioies, which neither eie hath seene, nor eare hath hard nor haue at any time entred into the heart of man: now wee see [Page] through a glasse darkely, but then shall wee see face to face even as wee are seene. Then shall God wipe away all tears from our eies, and there shall bee no more death nether sorrowe, neither crying, neither shall there bee any neede of the sun or moone to shine in that City, for the glory of God doth light it, and the lambe is the light of it. Now vnto the Fa­ther of lights and yet invisible God who dwelleth in light, that no man can attaine vnto, whom never man saw, neither can see one in e [...]ence and three in per­sons, bee all honor and power for ever and ever. Amen.
Rode caper vites, tamen bic cū stabis ad ar [...] In tua quod sundiCornua, possit, erit.
FINIS.



§
§
[Page] BEing not willing to burdē the text with these ensuing collections, & the margin not able to receaue thē, I thought good in this third editiō aswel for the contentment of the Printer, as the learned reader to reserue them to this place.
[Page]
[Page]
CAP. I.
That the eie is the instrument of wantonnesse.
Mars videt hanc visam (que) cupit polilnr (que) cupi [...]a.
 Ov [...]

Inscius Act [...]eou vidit si [...]e veste Dianam
 Praeda  [...]uit canibus n [...]c minus ille suis.
 Ovid.

I. Caninis affectibu [...]
 Phoenissa: ardescit (que) tuendo
 Virg.

Foemina. Vri [...]  (que) videndo
 Idem

Gig [...]itur exvis [...], non ergo sirmice caecus
 Nascitur, ex o [...]ulo cum generetur, amor.
 Ovenur.

Nasonis Quamvis teneram perlegeris artem,
 Nescis inexpertu, dicere quid sit amor.
 Naturâ non a [...]te docetur, scilicet in cor
 Ex ocul [...]s non ex auribusintrat amor.
 Idem.

Cynthia prima sais miserum me caepit ocellis
 C [...]ntractum nullis ante libidmibus.
 Prop.

Oculi sunt in amore  [...]ces.
 Idem [...]

[Page] I haue seene a dialogue betweene the heare and the eie touching this point, which in the end reason decides thus,
Ratio litem compu [...]at desinitivo cale [...]lo,
 Vtrum (que) reum reputat, sed non pari pericul [...].
 Cordicausam imputans, occasionem oculo.

Of Ielousie which passion the Poets haue ther fore expressed by the hundred  [...]ies of Argus.
Constiterat qu [...]cun (que) loco spectabat ad I [...],
 Anteocul [...]s Io quamvis aversus  [...]abebat.
 Ovid.

Of Envie.
Videt ingratos inta [...]cscit (que) videndo▪
 Successus hominum.
 Idem.

Livor tabisicum malis ven [...]num,
 Intactis vorat ossibus medullas,
 Su [...]at srigidus intuens quod odit.
 Vir▪

The wicked shall see it and bee angry, hee shal gnash with his teeth and con [...]unie away.Psal. 112. 10.


CAP. 2.
How Idolatrie hath a kind of necessary dependance vpon the eie.
[Page]Ad de [...]ūctorum vultus per imaginē detinēd [...]s expres [...]a primo simulachra. Cyp de van Idol.
Againe, the ambition of the crafts [...]man thrust forward the ignorant to increase the superstition▪ for hee peradventure willing to please a Noble man, laboured with all his cunning to make the Image of the best fashion, and so through the beautie of the worke, the mul­titude being allured, they tooke him now for a God, which a little before was but honoured as a man. Wisd. 14▪ 18.
Ad simulachra mu [...]a abripiebamini. 1. Cor. 12. 2.
 [...] si [...]appellatur quicquid est quo nob [...] repraese [...]tatur forma alicuius rei vel fictae vel etiam verae: apud ecclesiasticos autem scripto­res  [...] peculiari significatione vocantur si­mulachra numen aliquod representātia quod honore & cultu affic [...]atur. Step [...].
Certum est omnes Idololatras solitos semper fuisse,  [...]e (que) Deum vel verum, vel falsum, vel v [...] lam creaturam externa adoratione colere ni­  [...]i sub & in aliqua  [...]igura illum repraesentante. Zanch de red. lib. 2. cap. 17.
Of worshipping the sun and the starres.
[Page] Illi ad surgentem conversilumina solem
 Dant fruges manibus salsas.
 Virg.

They thought the lights of heaven to bee the governors of the world, but though they had such plesure in their beuty, that they thought them Gods, yet should they haue known how much more excellent hee is that made them, for the first author of beautie hath created these things. Wisd. 13. 3.


CAP. 3.
How pride is nourished by the eie.
Spectat inexplet [...] mendacem lumine formam
 Perq (que) oculos perit ille suos.
 Ovid. of Pigm▪


CAP. 4.
That often seeing is the meanes to drawe both things and persons into contempt
Continuus aspectus minds verendos ipsa sati▪ etate facit. Liv. lib. 35.
[Page] Maiestati maior  [...] longinquo reverentia. Tac. 1. Annal.
Hēce do the Gramarians deriue  [...] which signifies venerable frō  [...] which is invisible

CAP. 5.
How curiositie is bred and main­tained by the eie.
Cum tua p [...]rvi leas oculis male lippus iniunctis
 Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum,
 Quam aut Aquila, aut serpens Epidaurius?
 Hor.

Pallas Erichthonium prolem sine matre creatam
 Clauserat Actaeo textâ de vimine cis [...]â
 Virgimbus (que) tribus gemino de ce [...]rope natis
 Servandam dederat sic inconfessae quid esset
 El legem dederat sua ne secreta viderent.
 Abdita  [...]ronde levi densa speculabar abvlmo
 Quid facerent, commissa duae sine  [...]raude tuentur
 Pondrosos al (que) Herse timidas vocat vna sorores
 Aglauros nodos (que) manu diducit & intus
 In [...]an: em (que) vident apporrectum (que) Draconem.
 Ovid.


CAP. 6.
Of bewitching by the eie.
[Page] Lupi Maerin videre priores.
 Ovid.

Nescio quis teneros oculus mihi falcinat agnos.
 Virg.

Non illic obliquo oculo mea commoda quisquam
 Li [...]at.
 Hor.

Vua (que) conspecta livorem ducit abv [...]a.
 Iuven.

 [...]
 Theoc.

Dum spectant oculos laesilaeduntur & ipsi,
 Multa (que) corporibus transitione nocent.
 Ovid

Quandoquidem memini Tusci altain rupe viterbi
 Ipse se [...]em vidisse serum, cui dira vigebant
 O [...]a▪ gravé (que) oculi s [...]ffecti sanguine circum
 Ille truci (scelus) obtutu genus omne necabat.
 Reptantum tenues animas parvas (que) volantes.
 Quinetiam si quando hortos ingressus ibi omnes
 Cernere erat subito a [...]latu languescere flores.
 Vida.

Quondam puleher  [...]rat crinibus Entelidas.
 Sed sese ipse videns placidi [...] in sluminis vndis
 Livore infamis perdidit invidiae,
 Fascinus attraxit morbum fermam (que) peremit.
 Plut sympos quaest. 7.

Physitians affirme a get and corall to preserue against this kind of witchcraft which gaue oc­casion as tis thought of hanging it about chil­drens necks.
Nimirum quia sunt G [...]llorum in corpore quaedam
 Semina quae cum si [...]t oculis immissa  [...]conum.
 [Page] Pupillas interficiunt, acrem (que) dolorem
 Praebent vt contra nequeant durare seroces.
 Lu [...]re [...].

Flatu perimit lethalis  [...]celli.
 Bart. de Basilis.

Vnto thine Almightie hande that made the world of naught, it was not impossible to send among them a multitude of beasts (que) or fierce Lions, which should breath out blasts of fire & cast out smoke, as a tempest or shoote horri­ble sparkes, like lightning, out of their eies, which might not only destroy them with the hurting, but also kill them with their horrible sight. Wild, 11. 14.

CAP. 7.
Of the dangerous effect of behol­ding vaine pictures.
Quae manus obs [...]aenas depinxit prima tabellas
 Et posuit casla turpia visa d [...]mo
 Illa pu [...]llarum ingenuos corrupit ocellos
 Nequi [...]iae (que) suae noluit esse rudes.
 Non istis  [...]lim variabant tecta figuris
 Cum paries nullo crimine pictus crat.


CAP. 8.
How the eie was the chiefe occasion of originall sinue.
[Page] Nitidi (que) cupidine pomi
 Declinat cursus.
 Ovid. Met.

Fuerūt haeretici qui humanum genus serpen­ti plurimū debere affirmârunt, quod eius suasu aperti suerint primorum parentum oculi, sed isti improbè audent damnare deum qui serpē ­ti maledixit. Pet. Mart. Com. in Gen.
Of teares the greatest token of sorrow.
Vana videndo vagus quicquid commisit ocellus
 Abluit erratis illachrymanda suis.
 Oren.

Himaritales statim
 Fodiantur oculi, debitas poe [...]as tuli,
 Inventa thalamis digna nox iadem meis.
 Sen. in oed



CAP. 9.
Treating of the false report of the eies in naturall things.
In quo diversiniteant cum mille colores
 Transitusipse tamen specta [...]tia lumina  [...]allit.
 Virg.

Quadratas (que) proculturres cum cerminus vrbis
 [Page] Proptere [...] sit vti videantur saepèrotundae
 Angulus obtu [...]us quia longè cernitur omnis.
 Lucret.

Terrae (que) vrbes (que) recedunt.
 Virg.

Phaebe bis oct  [...]gies terra pulcherrime maior
 Innumerabiliter cum videare minor:
 Qui mi [...]i tantillus vermi sol tante videris
 Tantulus heu videor quantulus esse tibi.
 Oven.


CAP. 11.
Of the delusion of the sight by the imme­diate morking of the divell.
He causeth that we see to seeme invisible,
 And make of things not scene a shape to rise.
 Ariost.

Modo te i [...]venem, modo tevidere Leonem,
 N [...]nc violentus aper, nunc quam vid [...]sse timerent
 Anguis eras, modo telaci [...]bant cornua taurum,
 Sepe lapis, peteras arbor q [...]o (que) saepe videri,
 Interdum saciem liquidarum imitatus aquarum
 Flumen eras, interdum vndis contrarius ignis.
 Ovid.

Hu [...] referri potest illud Plautinum.
In faciem versus Amphitruonis Iupiter
 Dum bellum gerrer [...]t cum Thelebois hostibus

[Page]
The renewing of the sight and travaile both together.
I am C [...]dmaeis incly [...]a baccis
 Aspersa die dumeta rubent,
 Labor exoritur durus & omnes
 Agitat curas apcri [...]  (que) domos
 Pastor gelida cae [...]a  [...]ruina
 Grege dimisso pabula carpit.
 Sen.


Of the deepe impression which is wrought vpon the minde by the obiects pre­sented by the eie.
Vidi puduit (que) videre.
 Ovid.

Qu. e (que) ipse miserr [...]ma vidi.
 Virg.

Vidi Hecubam centum (que) nurus &
 Quam soe'ix esses situ qu [...]  (que) luminis huius
 Orbus ait  [...]ieres nec Bacchica sacra videres.
 Ovidius.

Vidi inquam vidi & illum hausi dolorem vela­cerbissimum in vi [...]a, cum Quintus Metellus ab­straheretur è sinu gremio (que) patriae. Tul in orat coeli.
Quocun (que) in loco quisquis est idem est ei sen [...] sus & eadem acerbitas ex interitu  [...]erū & pub­licarum & suarum tamen oculi augent  [...]olorē [Page] qui ea quae cae teri audiunt intueri coguntut nec avertere à miserijs cogitationem sinunt [...]i­dem ad Torqu. famil. 6.
Oculos, germane, nocentes
 Spectato genitore fero.
 Luc.

Ge [...]ata per vrbem
 O [...]a ducit, quae trans fixo sublimia palo
 vidimus.
 Idem



CAP. 31.
Of the blindnesse of the vnderstanding by ignorance.
O coecas hominum m [...]ntes, ô pectora caeca
 Qualibus in tenebris vitae quantis (que) peri [...]is
 Degitur hoc avi quodcun (que) est?
 Lucr.

Idem induit Virgilius cum iter designat quo insistebant Aeneas & Deiphobe tendentes ad Elysium.
Ibant obscuri sola sub nocte per vmbram
 Q [...]le per incertum lumen sub luce maligna,
 Est iter in sylvis vbi coelum condidit vmbra
 Iupiter & rebus nox abstulit atra colorem,
 Virg.

Of the blindnesse of the minde by the sway of passions.
[Page] Hine metuunt, cupiunt (que) dolent, gaudent (que) nec auras
 Respiciunt clansitenebris & carcere caeco.
 Idem.

Ante pedes caecis lucebat semita nobis
 Scilicet insanonemo in amore videt.
 Prop.


In Amphitruone Plauti Amphitruo i [...]. se inquit Blepharoni.
A. vbi illic sceles [...]us est? B▪ Quis? A. So [...]ia.
 B Eccum illum A. vhi? B. A [...]te oculos,
 Non vides? A vix video prae ira
 Adeo me isthic delirum fecit.

Non hercle te praevideram quaesone
 Vitio vortasita  [...]racundia obstitit oculis, idē in
 Asi [...],

Tu que (que) si vis
 Lumune claro
 Cernere v [...]rum,
 Gaudia pelle
 Pelle timor [...]m,
 Spem (que) fugato,
 N [...]c dolor ad [...]it,
 Nubila mens est
 V [...]ct [...]  (que) fraeais
 Haec vbi  [...]egnant.
 Boet.

FINIS.
[Page]
[Page]
[Page]
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